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Business as Usual
By EPUNNY

Happening
today

O THE UNION HEALTH Ministry
will start a pan-India fire safety
campaign across healthcare
facilities.

®THE SUPREME COURT will
hear a PIL seeking to restrict

new Aadhaar card issuances
exclusively to children up to

the age of six years.

TRACK THESE AND MOREON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

BSF constable’s
‘custodial torture’
and death: NCB
suspends Major,
Sub-Inspector
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BSF constable Jaswinder Singh
was detained by the NCB’s
Jammu uniton March 3

Mahender Singh Manral
& Arun Sharma
New Delhi, Jammu, May 3

THE NARCOTICS Control
Bureau (NCB) is learnt to have
suspended two officers — an
Army Major who was on depu-
tation with the NCB and a Sub-
Inspector posted in Jammu
zone — in connection with the
alleged custodial torture and
death of a Border Security Force
(BSF) constable, Jaswinder
Singh (30), in March. As re-
ported by The Indian Express,
the autopsy report had listed 34
injuries on Singh’s body.

“The NCB headquarters in
Delhi is yet to receive the final
conclusive post-mortem report
of Singh. Based on initial find-
ings, both officers have been sus-
pended. The case has also been
transferred from Amritsar zone
to Delhi zone. An inquiry has
beeninitiated, and all detailsare
being collected,” said a source.

Singh was on leave from his
postingin Tripurawhen he was
detained by the NCB’s Jammu
unit on March 3, on allegations
of having links with Pakistani
drug smugglers. The agency
claimed that during interroga-
tion, they gathered information
about narcotics hidden in Patti
area of Tarn Taran district in
Punjab.

Singh was picked up from

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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COUNTING OF VOTES FOR TAMILNADU, ASSAM, KERALA, PUDUCHERRY ASSEMBLIES TOO

Re sults today,all eyeson Bengal

Test of BJP’s
expansion
plans, Opp
cohesion

LizMathew & ManojCG
New Delhi, May 3

FOR BOTH the BJPand the Op-
position, the election results in
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Assam, and Kerala on Monday
carry the potential of causing a
churn within the parties them-
selves as well as reshaping the
contours of national politics,
with the impact of the verdicts
likely to be felt far beyond the
boundaries of the states.

If the projections of most of
the exit polls prove to be accu-
rate, the BJPislikely toedge past
the Trinamool Congress (TMC)
in West Bengal. That will be abig
success for the party’s attempts
to reinforce itself as the most
dominant pan-regional forcein
the East, where it is already in
power in Odisha and Bihar. The
party is expected to win Assam
with a resounding mandate, as
per the pollsters, while down
South, its attempts to establish
itselfasa serious force may con-
tinue as actor Vijay’s TVK is ex-
pected to undercut its momen-
tum in Tamil Nadu. In Kerala,
the party isnavigating a triangu-
lar contest dominated by the
traditional rivalry between the
Left and the Congress-led UDF
and may not make much
headway, according to the

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TMC’s workers and local leaders outside Guru Nanak Institute of Technology, which houses a strongroom,
at Panihatiin West Bengal’s North 24 Parganas district Saturday night. partHAPAUL MORE REPORTS, PAGE 6

At strongrooms in Bengal, along
night for TMC: ‘May 4 our D-day’

Ravik Bhattacharya
& Atri Mitra
Kolkata, Panihati,
Howrah, May 3

“WHAT'SYOUR view? It will be
Mamata Banerjee... May 4 isour
D-day. Let’ssee what happens.”

It is around 11 pm Saturday
outside the Netaji Indoor Sta-
dium, and Kamar Ilahi and a
group of fellow TMC workers
have just finished their shift

“guarding” a strongroom at a
counting centre in the heart of
Kolkata. After the two-phase
Assembly polls in West Bengal
ended April 29 with a record
92.47% turnout, all eyes are on
these rooms where the EVMs
are stored ahead of counting
and results on Monday.
Following a video message
on Friday, Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee was stationed till
midnight inside Shekhawat

Nepal objects to Mansarovar Yatra
via Lipulekh; India says un]ustlfled

Shubhajit Roy

& Yubaraj Ghimire

New Delhi, Kathmandu,
May 3

THE BALEN Shah-led govern-
mentin Kathmandu, justovera
month old, hasobjected toIndia
and China planning to conduct
the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
through the Lipulekh pass.

India said that such claims
are “neitherjustified nor based
on historical facts and evi-
dence”, and it remains open to
“constructive interaction with
Nepal”.

“|DEA
XCHANGE

“Nepalwould like to balance
its foreign policy
relationship because we
need all our friends”

SHANKARPRASAD SHARMA

OUTGOING AMBASSADOR
OF NEPALTO INDIA
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The Lipulekh pass hasbeen
a “contested” territory and
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPLAINED

Mansarovar hurdle

On April 30, Indiaannou-
nced that the Kailash Mansa-
rovar Yatrais set to take place
from June to August this
year. Nepal’s objection to Li-
pulekh passbeing used for
theyatraandIndiachalleng-
ing Kathmandu’s premise
setsaroadblock that needsto
beremoved before the
pilgrims begin theirjourney.

Govt explores EU-like law to sateguard
firms against third countries’ sanctions

Anil Sasi
New Delhi, May 3

TO SAFEGUARD against dis-
ruption of critical services by
foreign companies citing sanc-
tions in other jurisdictions,
New Delhi is studying the Euro-
pean Union Blocking Statute,
an anti-sanction law that EU
countries take recourse to. In-
troduced by Brussels in 1996, it
acts as a potential ‘shield’ for

European companies against
sanctions by third countries.

A Kkey trigger that raised
concerns in the government
was a sudden move by Micro-
soft last July to suspend IT ser-
vices of Indo-Russian oil refin-
ing and marketing company
Nayara Energy. There have also
been discussions among con-
cerned ministries about the de-
pendence of Indian companies
on vital digital infrastructure

services provided by foreign
companies.

“The EU anti-sanctions law
is among the options (being
looked at). It does offer a tem-
plate... There is a compelling
need to have a mechanism in
place and something like this
(the EU anti-sanctions law) is
among the options on the
table,” a senior government of-
ficial told The Indian Express.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

® JOINT SECY UNDERLINED NIOS MANDATE TO EDUCATE ‘POOR CHILDREN’; NOW PLAN TO LEASE ONE FLOOR

Despite objections, open school body spent
Rs 247 crore onnew office —didn’tmovein

Harikishan Sharma
& Abhinaya Harigovind
New Delhi, May 3

DESPITE A senior official’s cau-
tion against “extravagant ex-
penditure on fancy offices,” the
National Institute of Open
Schooling (NIOS) —mandated
to educate underprivileged
children — spent Rs 247 crore
in 2021 to acquire two floors in
NBCC’s World Trade Centre in
Delhi. It received possession in
March 2024 but has never
moved in and is now scouting
foratenant, The Indian Express
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The office was acquired at NBCC’s World Trade Centre in Delhi. FiL

has learnt.
The sum is striking in con-
text. NIOS receives no budget-

ary support from the Centre. It
fundsitself entirely through ad-
mission and examination fees.

According to its last publicly
available annual report, for
2022-23, NIOS generated a total
income of Rs 288.65 crore that
year, of which Rs 183 crore
came from admission and
exam fees, against total expen-
diture of Rs157.89 crore.
Official records show the
proposal to buy 61,000 square
feet of commercial space, and
relocate NIOS headquarters
from its current office in Noida
to the capital, was discussed
and approved at a Finance
Committee meeting of the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Memorial Girls High School, al-
leging attempted EVM tam-
pering. Her party’sleaders and
workers have been standing
guard outside strongrooms
across the state, day and night.
The Election Commission (EC),
meanwhile, has virtually
turned these rooms into for-
tresses, with barricades, three-
layered security and Central
forces on duty.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

DECISION 2026 @
West Bengal (294* seats)
2021
2026
Turnoutin %, *provisional figure
-TMC: 220
BJP: T
—Cong:1
—Others: 2
Tamil Nadu (234 seats)
2021
2026 | (1)
DMK+:
"\ 158
Tioues I8 AIADMKs:
4 69
_ Vacant: 7
AsSsam (126 seats)
2021
2026 85.96%
e BJP+:74
s
|J " Towe | [ AIUDF:15
i Others: 7
' Vacant:2
Kerala (140 seats)
2021
2026 LT
-LDF: 94
Current § & UDF: 42
House
Vacant: 4

*Full repoll will be held in Falta seat on May 21;
voter turnout excluding postal ballots; Source:
ECI, statistical reports, state Assemblies
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One-year-old among
nine Killed in fire at
East Delhi building

Alok Singh
& Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, May 3

NINE PEOPLE belonging to
three different families were
killed after a fire broke outin a
residential building of eight
flats in Vivek Vihar in East
Delhi’s Shahdara area early on
Sunday. All the victims, includ-
ing a one-year-old boy, were
trapped in their flats, which the
owners had extended and en-
closed within cage-like struc-
tures made of iron grills.
The four-storey building in
B Block of Vivek Vihar has
space for parking on the ground
floor, and two four-bedroom
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Grieving relatives and friends at
the Guru Teg Bahadur Hospital in
New Delhi, Sunday. TasHi ToBGYAL
MORE REPORTS, PAGE 4

[ am one of six whofiled
complaints against Brij
Bhushan, says Vinesh

Raises fear of bias
at Gonda meet;
‘Guarantee’ her

safety: WFI chief

Nihal Koshie
& Mihir Vasavda
New Delhi, Mumbai, May 3

OLYMPIAN VINESH Phogat
claimed on Sunday that she was
among the victims of sexual

Wrestler Vinesh Phogat

harassment by former Wres-
tling Federation of India (WFI)
president Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh, and was one of the six

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Beware of the Promise of ‘Assured Returns”!

Some real estate promoters use alluring/misleading advertisements such as
'‘Assured Returns’ or 'Fixed Monthly Rental Income before completion’
to attract buyers. Many buyers have suffered financial losses after

falling into such traps under Pre-RERA projects.

These offers are often labelled in the following forms

Subvention schemes offering monthly payment of pre-EMI till possession.

Fixed monthly rental income before completion.

Buyback guarantee after a certain period.

Lease guarantee schemes.
Investment plans promising fixed ROI or assured returns.
On-booking offers of Free Car/Gold Coins/Luxury Foreign Trips.

Remember that in the absence of proper legal backing, such ‘Offers’
may only be promotional tactics designed to influence buyer choices.

) An Informed Buyer Must

¥ Invest only in RERA registered projects.
v Verify project registration and other details at www.up-rera.in
v' Carefully read the BBA/AFS document to ascertain that it is in the prescribed format.

¥ Make payments in Collection Bank Account of the project given on the website of UPRERA.
v Verify the project map, the land and completion timeline from the website of UPRERA.

v' Offers like ‘assured returns’ or ‘fixed rental income till completion® have no legal validity.

v" Under UP RERA regulations, payment of assured returns from project bank accounts is prohibited.

X The Homebuyers Must NOT

Book unit(s) in any project on the basis of advertisements only.
Make payments in cash.
Rely on verbal promises of the promoter, his team or an agent.
Invest in any project which is not registered with RERA.

Get influenced by offers such as assured returns, fixed monthly incomes, free gifts or

luxury tours.

1‘5 Remain Alert Today to Safeguard Your Investment Tomorrow

For more information or to file a complaint, visit: & www.up-rera.in
Helpline No. - +91 9151602229 (Lucknow), +91 9151672220 (NCR)

U.P. Real Estate Regulatory Authority

Headquarter: Naveen Bhavan, Rajya Niyojan 5ansthan, Kala Kankar House, Old Hyderabad, Lucknow-226007
NCR Office: H-169, Gamma-Il, Greater Noida, GautamBuddha Nagar-201310

£ B8 @ B) @upreraofficial ~ Wl

New Delhi
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Indo-Japan friendship

BJP president Nitin Nabin with a delegation of the Liberal
Democratic Party of Japan, in New Delhi on Sunday. ani

Key accused in Bihar
road rage killing shot
in police encounter

Himanshu Harsh
Patna, May 3

A RS 25,000 rewardee accused
in the road rage killing of a BJP
leader’s nephew was shot dead
in a police encounter in Bihar’s
Siwan district on Sunday, offi-
cials said. The accused, ident-
ified as Sonu Yadav, was shot
during an exchange of fire with
police near Gaushihata village
under Barharia police station li-
mits. According to sources, he
sustained a bullet injury to the
chest during the encounter.

Officials said Sonu Yadav, a
resident of Sareya village under
Husainganj police station, was
among the key accused in the
firing incident reported earlier
thisweek. The case involved the
killing of 28-year-old Harsh
Kumar Singh and serious in-
juries to his father, Chandan
Singh, following a dispute trig-
gered by a minor vehicle colli-
sion near the Laxmipur-Andar
Dhala overbridge.

Harsh Singh, nephew of
former MLC and BJP leader
Manoj Kumar Singh, died on
the spot after sustaining
multiple gunshot wounds,

while his father remains under
treatment in Patna. Police said
teams were actively searching
for those involved and had
stepped up pressure.

Acting on specific intelli-
gence inputs that Sonu Yadav
was hiding in the Barharia area
with associates, a police team
launched a search operation
and cordoned off the location.

“As the police team moved
in, the accused opened fire,
prompting retaliatory action,”
an officer said. In the ensuing
exchange, Sonu Yadav was
killed. The development comes
amid a broader crackdown in
the case. Police said another ac-
cused, Sunil Yadav, was ar-
rested from Laddi Bazaar
under Jamo police station li-
mits over the weekend, and a
car was recovered from his pos-
session.

Earlier, another accused,
Chhotu Yadav, was injured in a
separate encounter during po-
lice raids. He sustained bullet
injuries to his legs while alleg-
edly attempting to flee after
opening fire at the police team.
Heisundergoingtreatmentand
is reported to be stable.

Govtin damage control
mode after Rahul’s
Nicobar visit: Congress

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, May 3

THE CONGRESS party on Sun-
day claimed that the Modi gov-
ernment was “rattled” by Rahul
Gandhi’s visit to Great Nicobar
last week, and was in “damage
control mode”. The party said
thisin rebuttal to alengthy fact-
sheet issued by the Union gov-
ernment on the Great Nicobar
Island mega infrastructure pro-
ject, after Rahul attacked the
government over serious con-
cerns regarding the project.
The detailed rebuttal, is-
sued by Congress’ communica-
tions head Jairam Ramesh,
centred on the island’s ecolo-
gical concerns, tribal rights,
and the project’s financial and
physical feasibility and trans-
parency. Ramesh said the gov-
ernment press note did not ad-
dress any of the serious
concerns raised on the project
by local affected communities,
environmentalists, anthropol-
ogists, academics and civil so-
ciety experts and other profes-
sionals. The former Union
environment minister also said
thatIndia’s “legitimate security
imperatives” should not be
linked with “a so-called devel-
opment project” and that se-
curity considerations needed,

attheveryleast,adebatein Par-
liamentary forum.

The Centre had issued a
lengthy press release on May 1,
days after Rahul Gandhi’s visit
on April 28.

The Leader of Oppositionin
the Lok Sabha had called the
project “one of the biggest
scams” and “gravest crimes”
against natural and tribal heri-
tage after meeting Nicobarese
community leaders and settlers
from the ex-servicemen com-
munity. The Centre claimedin
the press note that no tribal will
be relocated while underlining
the project’s strategic and de-
fence purposes.

Raising ecological concerns,
Ramesh also questioned the
proposed transshipment port
in Galathea Bay, a Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ) 1A area
site where ports are not
allowed. Calling the proposal to
compensate loss of Nicobar for-
ests in Haryana a “travesty” of
ecological principles, Ramesh
underscored that a “tree cut in
Nicobar can simply not be re-
placed by two, five or even 10
trees planted elsewhere”, es-
peciallyin Haryana’s semi-arid
ecosystem. He also slammed
the Centre for citing different
numbers of trees that are to be
cut for the project.

Shots fired outside eatery near
Kapil Sharma’s cafe in Canada

Express News Service
Chandigarh, May 3

GUNSHOTS WERE reported
outside an eatery adjacent to
Kap’s Cafe, the Surrey restaur-
ant owned by comedian and
television host Kapil Sharma,
late on Saturday night, trigger-
ing fresh security concerns
around Indian-origin busi-
nesses in Canada amid claims
of responsibility by a social
media account linked to the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang.
Noinjuries were reported in
the incident, which took place
at Chai Sutta Bar on 120 Street
in Surrey, directly next to Kap’s
Cafe. Videos circulating on so-
cial media purportedly show
multiple rounds being fired out-
side the premises while staff

and patrons were inside.

The Surrey Police re-
sponded to the scene, though
an official statement detailing
the circumstances of the firing
or any arrests was awaited.

Soon after the shooting, a
social media post from an ac-
count claiminglinks to the Law-
rence Bishnoi syndicate issued
a direct warning to both the
owner of Chai Sutta Bar and
Kapil Sharma, threatening that
Kap’s Cafe and comedian's
Mumbai residence could be tar-
geted next. The post also
warned against mediation and
demanded that Sharma “come
on the line”, a phrase com-
monly associated with extor-
tion threats. Authorities have
not officially verified the auth-
enticity of the claim.

FROM PAGE 1

Poll results

projections.

Despite many pollsters
claimingthatthe TMC’s 15-year
rule in Bengal may come to an
end, senior BJP leaders are
being circumspect as no survey
has indicated a clean sweep or
massive anti-incumbency, with
most projecting a close contest.

Some BJP strategists who
were actively involved in elec-
tioneering in West Bengal, how-
ever, emphasised the party had
“turned the corner” in the state.
“The party, with our systematic
campaign and meticulous plan-
ning, has managed to get over
the hump. The call for poribor-
ton (change) has taken root in
people’sminds. The voters have
accepted us as the alternative
and we could see that on the
ground. At the small meetings
and roadshows, the expressions
on their faces were welcoming.
They were no longer passive. It
was very clear that we are no

N_epal

Nepal has often questioned
moves by India and China to
conduct trade and pilgrimages
through the pass.

The Nepalese Foreign Min-
istry said on Sunday, “The Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs has
drawn the attention of various
media outlets to the questions
and concerns raised regarding
the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra,
which is said to be conducted
between India and China via
Nepali territory, Lipulekh.”

“The Government of Nepal
is completely clear and stead-
fast in the fact that Limpiyad-
hura, Lipulekh and Kalapani
east of the Mahakali River are
integral parts of Nepal since the
Sugauli Treaty of 1816,” it said.

The ministry asserted that
the Government of Nepal has
“conveyed its clear stance and
concerns to both India and
China through diplomatic
channelsregardingthe Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra.”

“Even before this, the Gov-
ernment of Nepal has been
continuously urging the Gov-
ernment of India not to under-
take any activities such as road
construction or expansion,
border trade and pilgrimage in
the area,” it said.

The Nepalese Foreign Min-
istry was referring to India and
China resuming trade through
the Lipulekh pass in August
2025, before the GenZ protests
toppled the government in
September 2025.

“In addition, it is clarified
that the friendly country China
has also been officially in-
formed about the fact that the
Lipulekh area is Nepali terri-
tory,” it said.

Respondingto the Nepalese
statement, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs official spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal said on
Sunday: “India’s position in this
regard had been consistent and
clear. Lipulekh pass hasbeen a
long standing route for the Kail-
ash Mansarovar Yatra since
1954 and the Yatra through this
route has been going on for dec-
ades. Thisis notanew develop-
ment.”

“As regards territorial
claims, India has consistently
maintained that such claims
are neither justified nor based
on historical facts and evi-
dence. Such unilateral artificial
enlargement of territorial
claims is untenable. India re-
mains open to a constructive
interaction with Nepal on all is-
sues in the bilateral relation-
ship, including on resolving
agreed outstanding boundary
issues through dialogue and di-
plomacy,” the MEA spokesper-
son said.

New office

NIOS Society on October 8,2021,
under then Chairperson Prof
SarojSharma. NIOSis an auton-
omousbody under the Ministry
of Education.

The Ministry’s own Joint
Secretary and Financial Adviser
then had cautioned against the
move before that meeting. The
Joint Secretary had reportedly
highlighted the mandate of
NIOS to help educate
“un(der)privileged, poor
children of the society who
could not pursue formal educa-
tion in schools.” And that the
revenue earned by NIOS comes
mainly from these sections of
the society. “It is therefore
necessary that NIOS must re-
frain from making any extrava-
gant expenditure on fancy of-
ficesat very costly places,” the JS
islearnt to have said.

longer viewed as outsiders. We
have no doubt that we will be
able to inflict deep cracks in
(TMC chief) MamataBanerjee’s
citadel if not ensure her fall,”
said one of the party’s star cam-
paigners.

A victory will be an affirm-
ation of the BJP’s strategy in its
quest to be a truly pan-India
party and will be the biggest
featherin Union Home Minister
AmitShah’scap (hehassetatar-
get of winning 170 seats in the
294-member House).

Aloss, however, will lead to
questions about the party’sstrat-
egytotakeonthe TMCand shed
the tag of party of “outsiders”. It
will forcethe BJPtoevaluateifits
state leadership is up to the task
orifithastofind other facesin fu-
ture battles against the TMC.

BJPand South

Down South, the BJP may
have to hunker down foramuch
longer journey. In Tamil Nadu,
which has alternated between
the two Dravidian majors, the
DMK is projected to storm back

L_ong night

The Indian Express spent a
night visiting six strong rooms
across North 24 Parganas, How-
rah and Kolkata. It found TMC
workers and leaders thronging
the venues, edgy and wary,
while their main rivals from the
BJP and other Opposition
parties were conspicuous by
their absence.

“We are not guarding count-
ing centres. That is not necess-
ary. Youwill find usin sufficient
numbers during counting on
Monday,” said Rahul Sinha, BJP
Rajya Sabha MP. At APC Ray
Polytechnic College in Kolkata's
Jadavpur, TMC worker Mo-
hammed Wasim said: “You will
not see any BJP worker here be-
cause they don't need to guard
anything. They have the Central
forces.”

8.30 PM: ‘We don’t trust
them?’

®Guru Nanak Institute of
Technology, Panihati (North 24
Parganas)

Over 50 TMC leaders and
workers were seen sitting on
plastic chairs just opposite the
maingate. “Itisusversusthe EC
and Central forces this time. We
don’t trust them. That’s why we
are here,” said Tandra Ghosh, a
leader of the Trinamool Mahila
Congress.

EVMs from Khardah, Pani-
hati, Baranagar, Dumdum-
Uttar, Dumdum and Kamarhati
are kept inside the building,
where Central forces stand
guard, checkingidentity cardsat
the gate. Workers were putting
up amakeshiftbamboo-and-tar-
paulin shade nearby. TMC can-
didate from Panihati, Tirthankar
Ghosh, was also present, while
Sayantika Banerjee, TMC candi-
date from Baranagar, emerged
from thebuilding for abrief chat
with workers. “While we stand
guard outside, our candidates
and their agents are allowed in-
side,” said Prabir Rajbonshi,
another TMCleader.

A tea shop owner stationed
nearby said she had never been
so busy. “Since the polls ended,
these people are here through-
outthenight. Usually, Isell about

Constable

Miran Sahib town of Jammu
while returning home to Diwan-
garh village near the interna-
tional border with Pakistan. He
died on March 20, while still in
custody.

While Singh's mother and
wife alleged he was falsely impli-
cated in the case, dating back to
2024, and tortured in custody,
the NCB claimed he died of “car-

The committee set those ob-
jections aside. Sharma re-
portedly told the committee
that NIOS wasempowered tolo-
cate its office anywhere in the
Union Territory of Delhi and
“learners of NIOS face diffi-
culties in reaching NIOS office,
asno Regional Centre islocated
in Delhi.”

Sharma declined to com-
ment when contacted. The JS
has since retired.

Those in favour of the pur-
chase also cited the National
Education Policy'semphasison
digital infrastructure, arguing
that the "newly constructed
buildingin the said premises will
have all modern facilities for the
learners for making them at par
toother boards."

The committee further
noted that other government
bodies and public sector under-
takings had established offices
in NBCC-designed buildings at
Kidwai Nagar and Nauroji

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

to powetr. If the TVK emerges as
a significant force, it will
threaten the existence of the
main Opposition party,
AIADMK, and will be bad news
for the BJP, which has been
struggling totake offin the state
despite its acceptability some-
whatincreasinginrecentyears.

However, in the likelihood
that the TVK has the numbers
and asizable vote share, the BJP
willlikely make a play toget Viay
onits side. A good showing by
the TVK could mean that the
new party has dented the BJP’s
support among the youth,
women, and the middle class.
While the party will have to re-
think its strategy in such a scen-
ario, it has also started exploring
the possibility of stitching a new
coalition in the post-poll scen-
ario.

In Kerala, where many poll-
sters have given the NDA a
maximum of five seats, the
party is still likely to remain a
marginal player despite the in-
tense campaign. In a state where
it had just one MLA a decade

150 cups a day. Yesterday, I sold
500 cups,” said Mousumi Ma-
jumder.

10 pm: ‘Keeping an eye on
screen’

@Jogesh Chandra Girls
School, Howrah

Unlike Panihati, there is no
crowd of TMC workers at the
gate here. Central forces and of-
ficersof the Howrah Police Com-
missionerate man the entrance.
Counting for three consti-
tuencies — Bally, Howrah-Uttar
and Howrah-Madhyo — will be
held here.

“We were not allowed to
gather outside the strong room.
But since candidates and their
agentsareallowed inside, weare
there,” said Mohammed Islam,
a TMC election agent. “We are
guarding the strong rooms in
three shifts. We keep a constant
eye on the screen in the room
where wessit —itgivesalive feed
from CCTV cameras inside the
strong room...,” he said.

11 pm: ‘We found people
inside’

®Netaji Indoor Stadium, Kol-
kata

Kamar Ilahi,a TMC minority
cell member and poll agent,
stood at the gates where large
iron barricadeshad been putup
and Central forces stood guard.
The fate of Kashipur-Belgach-
hia, Shyampukur, Maniktala,
Beleghata, Jorasanko and En-
tally will be decided here.

“On Friday, while watching
the CCTV footage, we found
some people inside the strong
room. limmediately alerted my
seniors. Our party lodged a for-
mal complaint with the EC, too,”
said Ilahi. The TMCalleged EVM
tampering and pointed to foot-
age showing outsiders inside.
Protests broke out near the sta-
dium, BJP candidates and
workers gathered. The EC clari-
fied it wasroutine segregation of
postal ballots.

The police have since im-
posed prohibitory orderswithin
200 metres of strong rooms in
Kolkata. “What will happen on
May 4? We are confident of Didi’s
win. My shift started at 11,” said
Hriday Kant Jha.

12 am: ‘This is Mamata’s
constituency’

®Shekhawat Memorial Girls

diacevents” while under arrest.
In a statement on March 23,
the NCBsaid Singh was taken for
furtherinvestigation to Amritsar
on March 19, where he devel-
oped chest pain and was ad-
mitted to a private hospital.
However, the autopsy report
revealed 34 injuries on his body.
It stated that while 24 wounds
were found tobe approximately
two to four days old at the time
of his death, nine other injuries
were inflicted within 24 hours
prior to his death. The medical

Nagar, and that the space would
be "allotted as per fixed ratein a
transparent manner.” On those
grounds, the Finance Commit-
teeapproved the acquisition, re-
cording that “other members of
the Finance Committee have
given their consent on the
agenda.” An official later said the
decision was “not a single per-
son'sdecision but unanimously
taken by the academic council.”

The cost, however, did not
stopatRs247 crore. Atameeting
onJanuary 13, 2025, held under
then Chairperson Pankaj Arora
—whoheld additional charge of
NIOS from October 2024 to July
2025 while also serving as chair-
person of the National Council
for Teacher Education —the So-
ciety approved further expendi-
ture:Rs18.821akh asstamp duty
and e-registration fee,and Rs70
lakh as GST on maintenance ser-
vices. Asked about the spending
and the need for the space, Arora
said there was “no progress on

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ago, anything more will be prog-
ress. However, the party will
have to reframe its narrative to
expand beyond isolated pockets
of support.

Litmus test for Opp

For the Opposition, May 4 is
acrucial test for West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee and her Tamil
Nadu counterpart M K Stalin,
two powerful regional satraps
whose win or loss could trigger
achurninthe Oppositionranks,
now led informally by the Con-
gress. Banerjee, Stalin, and Ke-
rala's Pinarayi Vijayan have
been at the forefront of non-
Congress CMs who have con-
fronted the BJP-led Centre over
decisions they believe affected
states directly or indirectly. A
defeat for all three will signifi-
cantly deprive the Opposition
of key voices. A victory, on the
other hand, could have a bear-
ing on the Opposition space in
national politics as Banerjee
and Stalin remain the key
counterweights to the Congress
in the INDIA bloc.

High School, Kolkata

This strong room saw Ma-
mata Banerjee seated inside till
midnight on Friday, alleging
EVM tampering, while TMCand
BJP supporters chanted slogans
outside. Since then, security has
been strengthened and roads
leading to the school barricaded.
Counting for Bhabanipur, where
Banerjee faces BJP leader Su-
vendhu Adhikari, will be held
here.

Ashim Basu, a Kolkata Mu-
nicipal Corporation ward coun-
cillor from Bhabanipur, said, “At
night, about a hundred workers
are here. During the day, the
numbers increase to 300-400.
This is Mamata Banerjee's con-
stituency. The people love her.
We can'ttellthem, ‘Don’t come’.”

1.30 am: ‘Won’t stay away
fromCCTV’

® APC Ray Polytechnic Col-
lege, Jadavpur, Kolkata

A group of TMC workers
stands outside the main gate
alongside Shahjahan Sardar, poll
agent of TMC candidate Biman
Banerjee (Baruipur-Paschim).
Counting for Joynagar, Barui-
pur-Paschim, Baruipur-Purba,
Sonarpur-Dakshin, Sonarpur-
Uttar and Kultali will be held
here — all these seats were won
by TMCin 2021.

“Iaminside the strongroom
24 hours... (Union Home Min-
ister) Amit Shah said BJPwill get
177 seats... they will reach that
number only if we stay away
from this venue,” Sardar said.

2 am: ‘They don’t know
Bengalis different’

®Hastings House & Viharilal
College, Kolkata

Alarge contingent of Central
forces is stationed here for
counting across two adjacent
premises for 10 constituencies:
Kasba, Behala-Purba and Be-
hala-Paschim (Viharilal Col-
lege), and Budge Budge, Ma-
heshtala, Satgachhia,
Bishnupur, Jadavpur, Tollyganj
and Metiabruj (Hastings House).

Seated on a chair, Mo-
hammed Samiruddinsaid, “The
ECdeleted the names of genuine
voters in SIR. They are doing
theirbest todefeat our party. But
they don't know that Bengal is a
different place. Bengal never
allows such atrocities.”

examination, conducted at the
Civil Hospital in Amritsar, found
that he had suffered blunt force
trauma from head to toe.

The Miran Sahib police sta-
tion, from whose jurisdiction
Singh was picked up, had booked
a case of “abduction” based on
the complaint of Singh’s mother,
with officers saying NCB kept
them in the dark on the arrest.
Three othersarrested in the case,
including Singh’s brother, had
been discharged by a court in
Samba March?7.

that front” during his tenure.

By July last year, NIOS had
estimated that actually moving
in would require a one-time in-
terior development cost of Rs 37
crore, followed by annual recur-
ring expenses of roughly Rs 2.13
crore for maintenance, and Rs 7
lakh in property tax. Faced with
that arithmetic, the institution
formed a committee to assess
the WTC premises and recom-
mend “optimal utilization.”

The committee has since
suggested leasing out one floor
to reduce the financial burden.
When contacted, current NIOS
chief Akhilesh Mishra declined
tocomment. A senior NIOS offi-
cial, however, said that accord-
ing to a proposal in the works,
one floor will be rented out and
the otherwillbe used “asaspace
for digital schooling, where we
will broadcast our classes live,
and another part for the 'Learn
One More Bharatiya Bhasha'in-
itiative.”

New Delhi

E—like law

Regulation N0 2271/96 of this EU
statute considers the extra-terri-
torial application of measures
such as sanctions imposed by a
third country to be in breach of
international law.

According to officials, after
Nayara Energy made represen-
tationstothe government, the Fi-
nance Ministry pointed to the
EU statute example and pro-
poses a similar domestic law or
regulation. It can be insisted
uponthat Indian companiesthat
are customers of global service
providers, should sign service
contracts or procure products
only from asubsidiary ofaglobal
company in India, the ministry
islearnt to have suggested. “The
provision should ideally make it
‘illegal’ for these India-registered
vendors to comply with sanc-
tions slapped by the home
country of the vendor or any
other jurisdiction. All this is still
being debated and is at a very
early stage,” the senior govern-
ment official quoted above said.

In July 2025, the EU had an-
nounced it was sanctioning
Nayara Energy, inwhich Russian
oil giant Rosneft holds over 49%
stake, as part of its slew of actions
to force the Kremlin to end the
war in Ukraine. The sanctions
meant that Nayara Energy
would not be able to export pe-
troleum fuels and products to
Europe, and potentially hit its
dealings with European com-
panies.

Justdayslater, Microsoft sus-
pended its tech support to
Nayara Energy affecting its em-
ployees’ Outlook and Teams ac-
counts. This resulted in Micro-
soft effectively blocking Nayara

WIESh

women wrestlerswho have filed
complaints against him.

Phogat,nowa Congress MLA
in Haryana, along with Olympic
medallists Bajrang Punia and
Sakshi Malik, was at the fore-
front of the protests against Brij
Bhushan in 2023.

Brij Bhushan, a former BJP
MP, is currently facing trial in a
Delhi court after some of the
country's top women wrestlers
accused him of sexual harass-
ment. In June 2023, the Delhi
Police filed a chargesheet against
him for alleged sexual harass-
ment, assault and stalking,

Inavideoclip that she posted
on hersocial media platformson
Sunday, Phogat, whoissettore-
turn to the mat after nearly 20
months, said shewas "forced"to
make this admission in the
middle of a court case because
the WFI decided to conduct a
crucial ranking tournament in
Gonda, which is Brij Bhushan's
stronghold.

Saying that there would be a
“lot of mental pressure”, Phogat
accused the government of
being mere “spectators”. She
also warned that if anything
happened to her during the
competition, the government
would be held responsible.

Responding to her state-
ment, WFI president Sanjay
Singh said he would “personally
guarantee” her safety, butadded
that Phogat shouldn’t politicise
the issue. “I am giving Vinesh
my personal guarantee about
her protection. As WFI presi-
dent, Ipromise herand herteam
that they will be completely safe
in Gonda.Iwill ensure her safety.
Please do come and give your
best on the mat,” he said, speak-
ingto The Indian Express.

“On the other hand, if she
wants to play politics, it is her
choice. Also, the case isin court,
soIwon't comment on that. Let

D_elhi fire

flats — at the front and back —on
each floor above.

The fire was confined to the
flats at the back of the building,
Mukesh Verma, divisional com-
missioner of the Delhi Fire Ser-
vice (DFS), said.

Thedeceased wereidentified
as Arvind Jain (60), Anita Jain
(58), Nishant Jain (35), Anchal
Jain (33), Akash Jain (1), Shikha
Jain (45), Nitin Jain (50), Shailey
Jain (48),and SamyankJain (25).

Around 15 other residents of
the building were rescued, the
Fire Service said.

Police said the fire appeared
to have started on the second
floorand travelled upward, tothe
third and fourth floors. Residents
of the area reported hearing a
loud noise and suspected thatan
air conditioner had exploded,
but this has not been confirmed
by the Fire Service or police.

The entire rear of the build-
ing had been enclosed within

Energy’s access to its own data,
proprietary tools, and prod-
ucts—despite these being ac-
quired under fully paid-up
licenses. Shortly thereafter,
Nayara Energy sued Microsoftin
the Delhi High Court, following
which it restored services to the
oil refiner.

While the original EU’ legis-
lation was specifically aimed at
American sanctions against
Cuba and later Iran, there have
been some implementation is-
sues. According to Sven Bates,
Julian Godfray and Johanna As-
plund of Baker McKenzie, when
it comes to doing business with
Iranor Cuba, EU companies, and
particularly those operating in-
ternationally and/or with a pres-
enceintheUS, have forlongbeen
“stuckbetweenarockandahard
place.Ontheonehand, EUcom-
paniesengagingin traderelating
to Iran and Cuba risk being sub-
jecttopunitive US extraterritorial
sanctions,and arestriction ofac-
cess to US markets while on the
other hand, if EU companies
choose to refrain from Iranian
and Cuban business to comply
with the US measures, they face
the threat of breaching the EU
Blocking Regulation.”

The EU ‘blocking statute’ at-
tempts to shield its people and
companies from the extra-terri-
torial application of third-
country laws and measures in
three broad ways:

i) prohibiting compliance
with those third-country sanc-
tions

ii) nullifying the effect in the
EU of any non-EU court rulingor
administrative decision based
onthem, and

iii) allowing EU-based com-
panies or individuals to recover
in court damages caused by
them.

the truth come out,” he said.
Inthevideo clip, Phogat, who
walked away from the sport after
the Paris Olympics heartbreak,
said she was preparingto return
at the National Open Ranking
Tournament — the final chance
for wrestlers to qualify for the
Asian Games selection trials.
The tournament is sched-
uled totake place from May 10to
12 at the Nandininagar Mahavi-
dyalaya in Gonda. Brij Bhushan
isthe founder of the Nandinagar
Mahavidyalaya.
“Nooneiscoming forward to
helpthe players.It’slikethey (the
government) have given a free
hand to Brij Bhushan; that you
dowhatever you want, whether
you do something with women
wrestlers, whether you do any-
thing with the wrestling world,
we are standing with you,” Pho-
gatsaid inthevideoclip. She said
itwas “impossible” that the com-
petition would be held fairly, and
expressed concern over whether
the weigh-in process and the
bouts would be compromised.
Responding to this, WFI
president Sanjay Singh said: “I
can assure her that all the refer-
ees chosen will be from the
Wrestling Federation of India
and the Indian Olympic Associ-
ation (IOA) panel.”
Inhervideoclip, Phogat said:
“Three years ago, we also raised
our voices against sexual harass-
ment (by BrijBhushan). Thereis
a case pending in the court re-
lated to that. Six women players
had complained, and based on
that, the hearingisgoingon. The
Supreme Court's guidelines
state that no victim's identity
should be revealed because it is
a matter of their dignity and
honour... Today, there are cer-
tain things I feel compelled to
share.Ihad stayed silent because
the caseis still pendingin court,
and the truth will soon come out
before the country. ButIwantto
say this—Iam oneofthesixvic-
tims who filed complaints, and
our testimonies are ongoing.”

the iron structures that did not
allow residentsto exit or rescuers
to enter the flats until the grills
had been cut to create an open-
ing. “People build these cage-
like iron structures usually to ex-
tend their living space and to
keep out pigeons, monkeys, and
thieves,” a police officer said.
“Theresidents could notescape
to the top of the building either,
because the door to the terrace
was locked. There is only one
entry and exit to the building,
which is in the front. There was
dense smoke, and the lift had
stopped working.”

According to the officer,
some of the flats had central
locking systems, which may
have stopped working after the
firebroke out and powerwas cut
tothebuilding, trapping the resi-
dents.

PM Narendra Modi ex-
pressed distress over theincident
and announced ex gratia of Rs 2
lakh for the next of kin of the
dead. L-G Taranjit Singh Sandhu
and CM Rekha Gupta also ex-
pressed grief over the incident.
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Forecast: May 4,2026

Generally cloudy sky; very
light to light rain with
thunderstorm,

lightning and strong winds
gusting to 70 kmph
MAX: 32-34

5.3°C below normal
MIN: 23-25

1.7°C below normal
«Sunrise: 5:38 AM (May 5)

e Sunset: 6:58pm (May4)
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* Moonset: 7:44 AM (May 5)
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7 new Metro corridors spanning
97 km get Delhi govt approval

Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, May 3

SEVEN NEW corridors, 65 sta-
tions, spanning nearly 100 km,
settobedeveloped at the cost of
approximately Rs 48,204.56
crore — the Delhi government
has approved the Delhi Metro’s
new extension plan under
Phase V(B), Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta said on Sunday.

The latest expansion is fo-
cused on improving connectiv-
ityindensely populated areasin
Outer Delhi and rural belt such
as Narela, Najafgarh, Nangloi
and parts of North Delhi, while
also strengthening links across
the existing network.

“This project will play a key
role in ensuring balanced and
inclusive urban development
across Delhi,” the CM was
quoted as saying in a statement
by her office as the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC)
marked its 32nd Foundation
Day. The seven corridors, span-
ningabout 97.16 km, are Dhansa
Bus Stand-Nangloi, Central
Secretariat-Kishangarh, Sa-

After judge’s death,
case of abetment
against his wife

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 3

A CASE has been registered
against the wife of judge Aman
Kumar Sharma, who died alleg-
edly by suicide on Saturday
afternoon, senior police officers
said. The judge was found
hangingin the bathroom of his
Green Park home.

A case of abetment of sui-
cide under Section 108, and of
criminal conspiracy under Sec-
tion 61 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023 (BNS), has been
registered at the Safdurjung En-
clave police station, police said.
The wife is also a judge, they

said.

“On the complaint of [the]
father of [the] deceased judicial
officer, a case under Sections of
108/61(2) BNS has been regis-
tered at Safdarjung Enclave
and investigation taken up,”
Delhi Police said in a statement.

Sharma was the Full-Time
Secretary of the District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA) at
the Karkardooma court.

As per the North East Dis-
trict Legal Service Authority
website, he joined the Delhi
Judicial Services on June 19,
2021 after he completed his BA
LLB from Symbiosis Law
School, Pune, in 2018.

At the celebrations of 32nd Metro Foundation Day on Sunday.
X/GUPTA_REKHA

maypur Badli-Narela, Kirti
Nagar-Palam, Jor Bagh—Mitha-
pur, Shastri Park—-Mayur Vihar
Phase III and Keshavpuram-
Rohini Sector 34. Among these,
completion targets for four pri-
ority corridors, which are yet to
be named by officials, is 2029.
The proposal for the project
will now be sent to the Central
government for approval. Last
December, the Cabinet had ap-
proved Phase V (A), a16-km ex-
pansion, which primarily fo-
cuses on providing connectivity
to the Central Vista corridor.
"The complete length of

Phase V will be around 200 km
across Delhi-NCR," DMRC MD
Vikas Kumar had told The In-
dian Express earlier this year.

The DMRC will now prepare
revised Detailed Project Reports
(DPRs) for both priority and
non-priority corridors before
seeking final approvals fromthe
Centre.

The Dhansa Bus Stand-
Nangloi corridor, spanning
about 11.8 km, will be fully elev-
ated and connect areas such as
Najafgarh, Bakkarwala and
Nangloi, with existing inter-
changes.

The Central Secretariat-Ki-
shangarhline, about16 kmlong,
will have a significant under-
ground stretch and connectkey
locations including Jawaharlal
Nehru University and the Prime
Ministers’ Museum.

The Samaypur Badli-Narela
corridorwill extend the existing
Yellow Line further north, bring-
ingareassuch as Holambi Kalan
and Alipur onto the Metro map.
The Keshavpuram-Rohini Sec-
tor 34 corridor, at over 16 km,
will be fully elevated and serve
residential and institutional
areas in northwest Delhi.

Other corridors will combine
elevated and underground sec-
tions. The Kirti Nagar-Palam
stretch will extend the Green
Line and provide interchange
points with the Pink and Ma-
genta lines. The Jor Bagh—Mi-
thapur corridor, nearly 17 km
long, will connect South and
Southeast Delhi with multiple
interchanges, while the Shastri
Park-Mayur Vihar Phase ITI Cor-
ridor will improve connectivity
in East Delhi, including areas
such as Trilokpuri.

pay 50% before challenge; face
penalties over submission delay

45-day window from the issuance of a
challan to either pay or challenge it

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 3

TRAFFIC VIOLATORS in Delhi
will now have to deposit 50% of
the fine before approaching a
court to contest it under a new
framework, which introduces a
structured and time-bound
process for settling challans
with an emphasis on digital
monitoring and stricter en-
forcement, a statement from
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta’s
Office said on Saturday.
“Delaying traffic challans
will cost dear, and payments
must be made within dead-
lines,” the CM was quoted as
saying in the statement. It will
trigger daily electronic notices.
Continued non-payment
will lead to restrictions on ve-
hicle-related services, like tax
payments, licence or registration
processes. Vehicles may also be

flagged as “nottobe transacted”
on the portal, blocking further
transactions until dues are
cleared. In certain cases, subject
to court orders, vehicles may
evenbeimpounded. Callingthe
system “fully digital, transparent
and accountable,” the CM said it
is aimed at improving com-
pliance with traffic rules and re-
ducingroad accidents.

The government, as per the
statement, will also implement
amendments to the Central
Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989. As
part of this, individuals com-
mitting five or more violations
within a year will be classified
as “serious offenders” and may
face suspension or disqualifica-
tion of their driving licence.

Under therevised system, of-
ficials said, violatorswill have 45
days from theissuance ofachal-
lan toeither pay the fine or chal-
lenge it before a grievance re-

Panchkula to Delhi in 86 minutes: Army officer
wite’s heart lives on in 14-year-old Sudanese boy

Hina Rohtaki
Chandigarh, May 3

A 14-YEAR-OLD boy from
Sudan, suffering from end-stage
heart failure, got a new lease of
life as an Army officer con-
sented todonating the organs of
his brain dead wife, and the
donor heart was transported
from Command Hospital at
Chandimandir in Haryana
Panchkula's to Indraprastha
Apollo Hospital in Delhi in rec-
ord 86 minutes.

Green corridors were created
from Command Hospital to the
Chandigarh airport and further
from Delhi airport toIndrapras-
tha Apollo Hospital to enable
quick transport of the organ.
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A private jet was used for the
transport of the organ. Express

The Airports Authority of India
in Chandigarh provided priority
clearance for a chartered private
jet, which took the organ to
Delhi in 29 minutes.

This marked the first-ever
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airborne organ mission in the
northern sector and involved
coordination among several
agencies including the author-
ities at the two hospitals, Ha-
ryana, Punjab and Delhi traffic
police, and aviation officials.

Sources at the Command
Hospital said that the 41-year-
old wife of a serving Army of-
ficer was admitted after suffer-
ing a brain haemorrhage. She
wasdeclared brain dead on May
2. Her husband and the two
youngdaughtersdecided todo-
nate her organs. Her heart was
allocated toIndraprastha Apollo
Hospital where the Sudanese
boy was battling a terminal
heart ailment.

A special team arranged ur-

gent logistics and flew to Chan-
digarh on a chartered privatejet
toretrieve the organ, Indrapras-
tha Apollo said in a statement.

It took the team 34 minutes
totravel from Command Hospi-
tal to the Chandigarh airport,
and another three minutes to
board the flight after completing
formalities. The flight was air-
borne at 6.51 pm and touched
down at the Delhi airportby 7.20
pm. In Delhi, the traffic police
created a green corridor from
the airport to the hospital, en-
abling transport of the organ in
about 20 minutes.

Within an hour of landing,
the heart was successfully trans-
planted into the 14-year-old boy.
The patient is currently stable

and under close monitoring in
the ICU, the Delhi hospital said.
“Special recognition was ex-
tended to Colonel Anurag Garg
of Command Hospital, whose
exceptional leadership and co-
ordination ensured the success
of the donation and transplant
process,” itadded.

Dr Mukesh Goel, senior con-
sultant in cardiothoracic sur-
gery-heart and lung transplant
at Indraprastha Apollo Hospi-
tals, said that the teenager was
suffering from end-stage heart
failure foroverayearand hadto
be admitted almost every
month tostabilise his condition.

“Heart transplant was the
only option to save his life,”he
said.

dressal officer through anonline
portal.

If no action is taken within
this period, the challan will be
deemed accepted, and the indi-
vidual will have 30 additional
days to make the payment. If a
challengeisrejected, the violator
can either pay within 30 days or
move court after depositing half
the challan amount. Failure to
actwithin these timelines will re-
sult in the challan being treated
as accepted, with payment
required within a further15days.

Meanwhile, the issuance of
challans will be fully digitised.
Authorities will generate e-
challans through cameras and
surveillance systems, in addi-
tion to physical issuance by
traffic personnel. E-challans
will be sent within three days if
a mobile number is available,
while physical notices will be
delivered within 15 days.

All challans will be recorded
on an online portal. Motorists
have been advised to update
their contact details on driving
licencesand vehicleregistration
certificates.

Salonworker
poisons wife, 4
children, then
attempts suicide

Gurgaon: A45-year-old manal-
legedly killed his wife and four
children by poisoning them be-
fore attempting to end his own
life at their house in Wazirpur
village of Gurgaon on Saturday
night, said police.

Officers said the accused,
Nazim, whoworks atasalon, is
currently undergoing treat-
ment at a local government
hospital.

Inastatement, Gurgaon po-
lice spokesperson Assistant
Sub Inspector Sandeep Kumar
said a team of officers found the
bodies of one woman and 4
children lying on mattresses on
the floor of a first-floor room.
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BUILDING IN VIVEK VIHAR: The four-storey building, B-13 Vivek Vihar, stands on
an 800-sq yd plot. There are two fairly expensive 4BHK flats on each floor. At
frontis Ghazipur drain; beyond that is flyover on Chaudhary Charan Singh Marg.

he back have enlarged their living
spaces with cage-like extensions. The fire broke out at the back of the building.
The strong, tightly packed grills prevented both escape and rescue.
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BACK LANE TOO NARROW: The lane behind the building is too narrow for afire
truck to enter. Fire personnel tried to break through the grills to enter the flat. One

PHOTOS: ABHINAV SAHA

resident got a mechanised iron cutter, operated with a power generator.

NINE LIVES CUT SHORT

Killer fire broke out in a four-storey building, which has two flats on each floor at the back and front, in Vivek Vihar around 3.30 am on Sunday

FIVE VICTIMS IN THIRD FLOOR BACK FLAT

‘May have survived

if they attended
Kin’s birthday...

Alok Singh &
Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, May 3

IT WAS meant to be a birthday
morning in Manesar.

Deepak Jain had left a day
earlier with his wife and two
sons to prepare for his elder son
Anant’s sixth birthday. Backin
Vivek Vihar, his family re-
mained in their third-floor
apartment in Building B-13 -
his father Arvind Jain, 60; his
mother Anita, 58; his brother
Nishant, 35; Nishant’s wife An-
chal, 33; and their one-year-old
son Akash.

By Sunday morning, five of
them were dead.

A fire that broke out in the
early hours of the day swept
through the four-storey resi-
dential building in east Delhi’s
Vivek Vihar, trapping residents
before they could escape. Nine
bodies were recovered from the
charred building, fire officials
said.

Among the dead were
members of the Jain family liv-
ing on the third floor: Arvind
Jain, a retired small-business
owner who once ran a speaker
shop in Delhi; his wife Anita;
their son Nishant, a chartered
accountant; Nishant’s wife An-
chal,abank manager; and their
infant son Akash Jain.

The remaining victims were
identified as Shikha Jain, 45;
Nitin Jain, 50; Shailey Jain, 48;
and Samyank Jain, 25.

By late afternoon on Sun-
day, the open courtyard outside

the mortuary at Guru Teg Ba-
hadur Hospital had turned into
a holding space for grief for
family members of the de-
ceased.

Near the mortuary en-
trance, a woman let out a
sudden cry, Two others rushed
to steady her, guiding herto a
bench. “Himmat rakho,” one of
them said. Every few minutes,
a car would pull into the cam-
pus. Before it fully stopped,
someone would step out al-
ready crying, their voicesrising
above the subdued murmurs.

Family members said the
Jain household had livedinthe
building for nearly a decade.

It was Deepak who had
traveled to Manesar ahead of
the planned birthday celebra-
tion, making arrangements for
his son Anant’s sixth birthday.
Other family members were ex-
pected tojoin later in the day.

“He had gone for the prep-
arations,” a relative said.
“Everyone else was supposed
to follow.”

They never did.

By Sunday afternoon,
Deepak was at the mortuary,
moving from one formality to
another - signing papers, con-
firming names - while the
plans he had left behind in
Manesar quietly dissolved into
grief.

“They were all living
happily. I don’t know what tra-
gedy struck this family,” Rekha,
their domestic help, said, her
voice breaking.

Relatives and friends of victims mourn the loss of lives. TasHI TOBGYAL

THREE VICTIMS IN FOURTH FLOOR BACK FLAT

‘How will we run his restaurant now?’

Alok Singh
New Delhi, May 3

“HOW WILL we run the res-
taurant now? Nitin sir used to
handle everything," said a res-
taurant employee, standing
outside his employer Nitin
Jain's house in East Delhi's
Vivek Vihar.

Nitin Jain (50), his wife
Shailey (48), and their son Sa-
mayak Jain (25) were among
the nine charred to death after
a fire broke out.

Nitin, a franchise ownerofa
well-known restaurant at Cross

ONE VICTIM IN SECOND FLOOR BACK FLAT
‘She did not jump...lost her life saving others in the family’

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, May 3

“SHE CAME out. She was about
to jump. For some reason, just
for a second, she went back in-
side. And she never madeitout,”
Namit, a family member, re-
counts 45-year-old Shikha
Jain’s last moments as he stood
outside the burn casualty ward
at Safdarjung Hospital.

Shikha was among the nine

wholost their lives.
Meanwhile, Naveen Jain
(48), Shikha’s husband was ad-
mitted inside the ward, bearing
30-40% burninjuries. Outside,
his family waited, some stand-
ing, otherswalkingimpatiently.
“As soon as the fire hap-
pened, neighbours placed mat-
tresses on the ground,” said
Namit. “People werejumpingto
save themselves.”
Shikha’sbody was recovered

from the second floor, the place
where the fire appeared to have
started. She wasamongthe first
owners of the eight-flat building
B-13 in Vivek Vihar as she had
moved in nine years ago.

At the time of the incident,
eight members were present in
the flat on the second floor—
Shikha, her husband, their two
daughters, her elderly parents,
and two domestic helps.

As the fire raged on, Shikha

River Mall in Shahdara, lived
with his family on the fourth
floor of the building. Hours
after the incident, a group of
staff members, looking visibly
shattered, had gathered out-
side the building. The couple's
youngest son, Prasuk Jain (20),
is now the sole surviving
member of the family. Accord-
ing to Nitin's relatives, Prasuk
had travelled to Ujjain over the
weekend to offer prayers at Shri
Mahakaleshwar Jyotirlinga
temple.

Nitin's brother Ankit Jain,
who lives in Rampura on the

and her family members started
shoutingand crying for help. By
the time other occupants and
neighbours could do anything,
the fire had spread across the
upper portion of the building
from the rear side.

She, along with her hus-
band, took charge of the rescue
efforts, according to family
members.

“With the help of neigh-
bours, she first rescued her

other side of the road, said that
the entire family had originally
planned to travel to Ujjain, but
for some reason only Prasuk
madethetrip. “Both his sons
helped Nitin in the food busi-
ness. Prasuk has been called
back from the trip, and we are
trying to give him the strength
to bear this immense loss, hav-
ing lost his parents and
brother," said Ankit, who runs
a readymade garments busi-
ness.

According tothe employees
who had gathered outside the
victim’s residence, Nitin had

mother, Darshana, and father,
Arun, and asked the domestic
helpstoleaveimmediately. Her
mother recently underwent
knee treatment,” Suresh, a
relative said, adding that Shikha
lost her life rescuing others.

“Thedaughtersjumped and
were rescued, but Shikha and
Naveen were trapped in thefire.
Naveen was somehow rescued,
but Shikha remained stuck in
the flat,” Suresh said.

been runningthe franchise res-
taurant for the past three years.
A family member added that
Nitin was also involved in the
cardboard manufacturing busi-
ness. The three bodies, the
family member said, were
found on the staircase of the
building.

"Itappears they were trying
to reach the terrace, but it was
locked. They got trapped due to
heavy smoke and later col-
lapsed. I don't know who will
take care of their only surviving
son now," the family member
added.

At GTB Hospital. TasHIToBGYAL
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e Majorfireincidents

MARCH 18, 2026:

Ablaze at a four-storey house
in Palam killed nine members of
afamily.

JUNE10,2025:
Afireinaduplexflaton the

10th floor of aresidential

society in Dwarka Sector 13 killed
three people.

FEBRUARY 15, 2024

1T workers were killedinafireata
paint factory in Alipur, Outer
Delhi.

MAY 26,2024:

Seven newborns diedin afire at
Baby Care New Born Hospital in
Vivek Vihar.

MAY 13,2022:
Afire ata manufacturing unitin
Mundka claimed 27 lives.

DECEMBER 8, 2019:

43 workersdiedinafireataresi-
dential building used as a manu-
facturing unit on Rani JhansiRoad.

FEBRUARY 12,2019:

17 people died after afire broke
out at Hotel Arpit Palace in Cen-
tral Delhi.

JANUARY 20, 2018:
Afireatafirecracker

factory in Outer Delhi’s Bawana
claimed 17 lives.

CONDOLENCES
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“Theloss of lives is
extremely distressing,
Condolences to those
who have lost their loved
ones. Praying for the
speedy recovery of the
injured. An ex-gratia of
Rs2lakh from PMNRF
would be given to the
next of kin of each of
those wholost their
lives. The injured would
be given Rs 50,000.”

NARENDRAMODI,
PRIME MINISTER

|
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“Deeply saddened by the
tragicfireincidentin
Vivek Vihar. My
thoughts and prayers
are with the families
who have lost their loved
ones in this devastating
tragedy. I pray for the
speedy recovery of the
injured and strength for
the bereaved families....”

TARANJIT SINGH SANDHU,
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF DELHI

/N
“Thefireincidentina
buildingin Vivek Vihar
is extremely tragic. The
loss of 9lives in this
accident has left me
deeply distressed...In
this hour of grief, my
condolences are with
the affected families.
The Delhi government
stands firmly with the
affected familiesin
every situation during
this difficult time”

REKHA GUPTA,
CHIEF MINISTER OF DELHI

e RESIDENTS HAD PUT UP NETS, GRILLS AROUND THEIR FLATS

‘No one¢ could goin or come out’: How victims were trapped by cage-like grills

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
&Alok Singh
New Delhi, May 3

IN THE lanes of Vivek Vihar in
East Delhi, where buildings are
packed tightly enough to share
both light and shadows, the
early hours of Sunday were
broken by screams.

From the first-floor balcony
of the home where he has lived
since 1984, Gurdeep Singh Gill
watched the fire begin around
3.30 am. It was a flicker on the
second floor of a neighbouring
buildingwhich, within minutes,
turned into something else en-
tirely. “There was no space for
peopletogetout,” Gill said hours
later, standing outside the four-
storey, seven-year-old building
where the tragedy had struck.

Most of the eight flats in the
building are owned rather than
rented. At the back, where the
firebroke out, the balconies had
been sealed with metal grills,
and some were covered by
plastic netting.The stairwells
were narrow and enclosed.

When the fire brought
flames, smoke and panic, thein-
cremental additions to the
structure, to grab space to dry
clothes or keep potted plants,
becamelife-and-death barriers.

From his balcony, Gill
watched the second floor disap-
pear behind smoke. Within half
anhour, hesaid, the firehad cut
off the only escape route for
those onthe higher floors —the
stairsthatlead uptotheterrace.

The neighbourhood was
ringing with voices — the
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Families and friends of victims wait outside the mortuary at GTB
Hospital, New Delhi, on Sunday. TasHiToBGYAL

screams of terrified children,
wails of traumatised victims,
shouted instructions from those
who had gathered. Gill said he
ran to fetch a pipe and aimed a
jet of water upwards from his
balcony at the flames.

But the heat pushed him
back. “It was so hot,” he said.

Inside theburningbuilding,
the panic was rising quickly.
Two sisters were trapped on the
second floor. Gill said he joined
othersbelow to drag mattresses

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

into position, layingthem outin
the hope of cushioning the fall,
should they choose to jump.
Rescuersworked to cut through
the grills so that people could
slip through. “We managed to
cut a part of the metal to make
space for people to come out.
Three people could be taken out
through the opening; two others
jumped,” Gill said.

The family of Arvind Jain
lived on the second floor. His
wife and daughter were caught
inside. The wife would not come
out; she seemed either too terri-
fied or was incapable, Gill said.

By then, the smoke was so
thick that nothing could be
seen. “No one on the third floor
was visible,” Gill said.

The Fire Brigade had ar-
rived, but the firemen found

their task had been made diffi-
cult by the additions that had
been made to the building over
the years. “The residents were
stuck in the back of the build-
ing,” Gill said. Firemen had ac-
cess fromthe front, but therear,
where the fire was raging, had
been blocked by the very fea-
tures that residents had added
overtime. “Ifthey weren’t there,
maybe some lives could have
been saved,” Gill said.

Manik Malhotra, an IT pro-
fessional wholivesin the neigh-
bourhood, said he reached the
building around 4 am. By then
the fire, whichhad begunonthe
second floor, had engulfed the
third floor and waslicking at the
fourth. The first floor, Malhotra
said, was largely intact.

Itwasevidentthatthedense

New Delhi

layers of grills and plastic netting
at the back of the building were
makingthe crisis worse. “There
was a 4-inch gap,” Malhotra
said. “Even getting a pipe
through was difficult.”

Atone point, three people —
includingtwo elderly women —
managed toedge outontoanar-
row ledge behind the netting,
gasping for air as smoke filled
their home, witnesses said.

From aneighbouring house,
residents brought an angle
grinder, a handheld machine
meant for cutting metal. The
power supply had been cut, so
someone started a generator,
witnesses said. Firefighters took
the tool and began slicing
through the grill. Through the
opening, three people were
pulled outusingladders. Butthe

higher floors remained sealed
behind thicker, denser layers of
netting. Ladders had to be car-
ried in by hand; hoses reposi-
tioned repeatedly. Therearlane
was too narrow for the fire
trucks to enter. If it wasn’t for
this net, the casualties would
have been reduced,” Malhotra
said. In his assessment, “All of
them on the third and fourth
floors could have been saved.”

Once the fire was put out,
residents of the neighbourhood
stood around the blackened
building with its hollowed out
windows. They spoke about
what happened, why, and what
could have been.

With flames on the one side
and sealed exits on the other,
“no one could get out, and no
one could goin”, Malhotra said.
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First Show

THE CONGRESS on Sunday
gotits TV panelists and spo-
kespersonstogetheraday
ahead of electionresultsin
four statesand one Union
Territory, and prepared
them for debates on Monday.
Communicationin-charge
Jairam Rameshislearntto
have held abriefing, where
party leader Pawan Khera
made an appearance for the
first time since securingan-
ticipatory bail from the Su-
preme Courtinacaselodged
in Assam. The gatheringalso
turned intoa momentto fel-
icitate Khera and the party's
legalteam, led by Abhishek
Singhvi, forits workleading
toKhera'sbail. Khera was
booked for makingallega-
tions against Assam CM
Himanta BiswaSarma’s wife
Riniki Bhuyan Sharma.

Changein Air

BJP CIRCLES are abuzz with
thelikelihood of achange at
the helm of three to four of
the party’s state units,
including Delhi, after the As-
sembly election results are
out.Saidtobelinkedtoa
larger organisational over-
haulinitsranksunder BJP
national president Nitin
Nabin, sources said the
names of three prominent
party leaders from the Capi-
tal have been shortlisted for
the post.

Talking Point

FORMER CONGRESS MLA
Divvya Mahepal Madernna's
attire duringavisit to Blavat-
nik School of Government
(University of Oxford) has
caughtthe attention of many
inher home state Rajasthan.
Sourcessaythatatthelast
moment, Madernnadecided
toskip traditional Indian at-
tire and opted for awestern
dress. She wore it with a Brit-
ish fascinator hat,and a
jacket made with the tradi-
tional “Pattu” shawl - hand-
woven woolen textiles from
Rajasthan. The Congress
leaderdelivered atalkat the
school on “women, power
and publiclifeinIndia”. But
itwas her choice of attire
thatbecame atalking point
in notjust Oxford, butalso
backhome.

Ladakh Lessons

S PSINGH Baghel, Union
Minister of State for Fisher-
ies, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, visited Ladakh on
Saturday and held areview
meeting with officials of the
newly formed Changthang
district. The meeting took
place on the banks of Pan-
gongLake. Senior officials
from the Department of
Animal Husbandry and
other departments focused
onregional development
and livestockinitiatives.
Duringhis visit, the
minister alsointeracted
withlocal farmers engaged
inrearing Pashmina goats,
gaininginsightsinto their
challenges and traditional
practices.

on notacceptinganti-sacrilege law

Kamaldeep Singh Brar
Amritsar, May 3

HOLDING THAT an anti-sacri-
legelaw recently notified by the
Punjab government could be
“misinterpreted” and informa-
tion shared under it “weapon-
ised” to target rivals, the Akal
Takht on Sunday issued sum-
monsto Vidhan Sabha Speaker
Kultar Singh Sandhwan asking
him to explain why the Panth
(community) was not consulted
and the highest temporal body
of Sikhs allegedly overlooked
during its framing.

Sandhwan has been asked
toappear before the Akal Takht
Secretariat on May 8 for a
“clause-by-clause” discussion
onthe Act, Jathedar of the Akal
Takht, Giani Kuldip Singh Gar-
gajj, said.

The Punjab government on
April 20 notified the Jaagat Jot
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Satkar
(Amendment) Act, 2026, eight
days after the Assembly unani-
mously passed the Bill during a
special session on April 13. The
new law, which provideslife im-
prisonment and a fine of up to
Rs251akh for any act of ‘beadbi’
against the Guru Granth Sahib,
amends the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Satkar Act, 2008.

Addressing reporters aftera
special meeting Sikh organisa-

tions, scholars and legal expetts,
Gargajj, said that the new law
was framed by the the state gov-
ernment without taking either
the Akal Takht or the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Com-
mittee into confidence. He said
a consensus emerged in the
meeting that the law formu-
lated “without the consent of
the Khalsa Panth and Sri Akal
Takht Sahib should not
be accepted”.

He asserted that matters re-
lated to Sri Guru Granth Sahib
are internal religious affairs of
the Sikh community, and no
government can impose laws
on Sikhsinthisregard. The gov-
ernment, he said, must clarify
why representative Sikh insti-
tutions were ignored.

Earlier, during the meeting
of at Bhai Gurdas Hall, the
Jathedar expressed concern
that the new law could be mis-
interpreted and misused. He
also criticised the AAP govern-
ment for its alleged failure to
fulfil promises of justice in con-
nection with the 2015 sacrilege
incidents in the state.

Ex-serviceman Gurjit Singh
Khalsa, who had been protest-
ing atop a mobile tower since
October2024, demandingalaw
against sacrilege, was not pres-
ent in the meeting,.

Speaking on behalf of Sikh

Akal Takht Jathedar Kuldeep
Singh Gargaijj during Sikh
bodies’ meeting in Amritsar on
Sunday. EXPRESS

priests, SGPC member Kiranjot
Kaur raised apprehensions over
specific clauses in the Act that
define the responsibilities of
custodians of the Sri Guru
Granth Sahib.

“Thislaw could be misinter-
preted to hold priests respon-
sible for sacrilege,” she said.
“The government has failed to
arrest the accused in many sac-
rilege cases, but under the new
law, priests could be prosecuted
for negligenceifthey fail to pre-
vent an incident.”

The speakers noted that in-
stead of focusing on punishing
those responsible for sacrilege
and delivering justice to Sikhs,
thelaw places greater responsi-
bility on Sikh institutions, gurd-

Nishant Kumar being showered with flowers as he starts the ‘Sadbhav Yatra’ on Sunday. RAHUL SHARMA

Amid drums, slogans and anod
to his father’s legacy, Nishant
begins 300-km ‘Sadbhav Yatra’

Santosh Singh
Patna, May 3

AS HE got into his waiting yel-
lowbus amid ashower of flower
petals and the sound of drums,
conches and bugles, Nishant
Kumar clearly laid out what it
was — a political outreach for
the Janata Dal (United) scion.

“Sadbhav meanshavingthe
same feeling for all, whether
rich or poor, backward or for-
ward, Dalits or minorities," Ni-
shant said, standing in front of
the yellow luxury bus with a
life-size image of his father.
"Just as my father used to start
all his yatras from West Cham-
paran — the karmabhoomi of
Mahatma Gandhi — I'm also
doing the same.”

On Sunday, Nishant, son of
Bihar’s longest-serving chief
minister Nitish Kumar, em-
barked on his first political
yatra, the Sadbhav Yatra, since

TO FAST-TRACK DEPORTATION
Maharashtra to withdraw
cases filed againstjailed
illegal foreign nationals

Mohamed Thaver
Mumbai, May 3

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment has decided to withdraw
criminal cases filed against jailed
illegal foreign nationals to fast-
track their deportation.

A Government Resolution
(GR) over the same, issued on
March 25, could impact over
3,500 illegal foreign nationals, a
majority of them from
Bangladesh.

The GR directs the formation
of committees at both the dis-
trictand state levelstoscrutinise
cases against illegal foreign na-
tionals and identify those that
can be withdrawn to enable de-

portation. Officials said the fig-
ure of over 3,500 includes not
just those currently in jail but
also accused who are abscond-
ing after having spent time be-
hind bars. In the past few years,
the state has deported around
2,900 Bangladeshi nationals.
While earlier action focused
on those working in the state
using fake documents, the new
move brings prison inmates
facing criminal cases under the
ambit of deportation measures.
The resolution follows direc-
tives issued by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) in Novem-
ber last year, which laid down
guidelines for withdrawal of
cases that hinder deportation.

entering politics in March. For
the next four months, Nishant
will travel a 300-km yatra from
Patna to Valmiki Nagar, with
stops at Vaishali, Muzaffarpur,
Motihari, Lauria, Bettiah and
Bagaha—and the keyirrigation
and borderlandmarkin Cham-
paran, the Gandak Barrage.

Although it technically
began Sunday, the real yatrawill
begin Monday from Bagaha
and Bettiah, where he will meet
party workers and hear public
grievances. Leaders such as
JD(U) state president Umesh
Kushwaha, party’sleaderinthe
Assembly Shravan Kumar and
Islampur MLA Ruhel Ranjan
will accompany him duringthe
yatra.

Before he set out, Nishant
sought the blessings of his
father at his new residence, 7,
Circular Road. As he reached
the JD(U) office on Patna’s Bir
Chand Patel Path, chants of ‘Ni-

shant Kumar zindabad’, Jay Ni-
shant, tay Nishant’ and ‘Nitish
Kumar zindabad’ met him.

Nishant stopped at several
places along the way Sunday.
The day also saw a good turnout
of women — a core consti-
tuency of his father. Speaking
from the bus rooftop at Narka-
tiaganj, he said: “I'm over-
whelmed with your love and
blessings. We have to work to-
wards the goal of my father's
motto of “Viksit Bihar and Sam-
ridh Bihar (developed and pros-
perous Bihar)’.”

Nishantis expected to travel
to Vaishalion May 7.JD(U) chief
spokesperson Neeraj Kumar
said: “He has set out on a yatra
to get public feedback, hear
people's grievances and carry
forward the rich legacy of his
father, Nitish Kumar. The
crowd response has been over-
whelming from the start of the
yatra”.
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wara managements, the sangat,
granthis. It was also observed
that such measures could create
obstacles in the propagation of
the Sikh faith and may alienate
the Sikh community from the
Guru Sahib, it said.

Gargajj noted that making
public information about who
hasbeenissued a ‘Saroop’ (holy
scripture) of the Sri Guru
Granth Sahib could lead to mis-
use.

“People could weaponise
this information against rivals
who have installed a Saroop in
their homes,” he said. He ques-
tioned why the SGPC should
disclose such data and how
doing so would help stop sacri-
lege. He emphasised that the
failure to curbsacrilege was not
due to a lack of online records,
but because of the govern-
ment’s inability to arrest and
prosecute the actual culprits.

“We want a strong law
againstsacrilege, butit mustbe
drafted in consultation with top
Sikh institutions,” he asserted.

The Jathedar said that the
'Khalsa Panth' does not oppose
strict laws aimed at punishing
those guilty of sacrilege. How-
ever, bringing Sikh sentiments,
concerns and mattersrelated to
Sri Guru Granth Sahib under
the ambit of state legislation is
unacceptable.

Referring to sacrilege inci-
dents in Punjab, the Jathedar
said that despite two successive
governments since the inci-
dents began, the "real culprits
have not been brought to jus-
tice". He pointed out that cases
related to the 2015 sacrilege inci-
dents were transferred outside
Punjab, and the present govern-
ment has not made concrete ef-
forts to bring them back.

Addressinga Lok Milni' out-
reach programme at village
Ghogra in in Hoshiarpur, Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann said
that the law has "closed the
chapter" on sacrilege incidents
by making them punishable
with up to life imprisonment.

He alleged that previous
governments lacked the intent
to bring such a law despite re-
peated incidents.

"If the opposition had hon-
estintentions, they would have
enacted a strictlawlongago. We
have now ensured that anyone
indulging in beadbi (sacrilege)
will face the harshest punish-
ment," Mann said.

Earlier, Punjab Police on
Thursday had registered its first
case under the new law booking
unidentified persons after torn
pages of a religious scripture
were found in a slum area in
Malout area of Sri Muktsar
Sahib district.

‘Attended House drunk’:
BJP seeks Mann’s removal

Ludhiana: The BJP's Punjab
unit on Sunday submitted a
memorandum to Governor
Gulab Chand Kataria seeking
the removal of Bhagwant Mann
aschief minister “in the interest
of preserving constitutional in-
tegrity and public trust”, while
alleging that he attended the
Vidhan Sabha session on Fri-
day in an “inebriated condi-
tion”.

Party's state unit chief Sunil
Jakhar, who submitted the
memorandum, later said he

told the Governor that Mann is
not fittobe the CM of any state.

The memorandum read: “It
has been widely reported and
publicly discussed that CM at-
tended the May 1session...inan
inebriated condition. The way
he addressed the Assembly and
reporters outside the House, it
clearly shows he was drunk.”

Itsaid, “Punjabis a sensitive
border state... The leadership of
such a state demands utmost
responsibility, alertness, and
discipline...” ENS

Congress candidate T D Raje Gowda celebrated in Chikkamagaluru
on Saturday, claiming the results were in his favour. p1i

Sringeri postal ballot
recount: Cong MLA
Raje Gowda’s tally
reduced by 255 votes

ENS & PTI
Chikkamagaluru, May 3

AFTER THE reverification and
recount of postal ballots for the
Sringeri Assembly consti-
tuency, votes polled for Con-
gress MLA T D Raje Gowda
were reduced by 2585, the re-
turning officer said.

A report on the matter has
been submitted to the Election
Commission for further deci-
sion, he said.

Following a Karnataka High
Court order on the election
petition filed by BJP's defeated
candidate D N Jeevaraj chal-
lenging Raje Gowda's election,
the reverification and recount-
ing took place on Saturday and
continued until midnight.

Raje Gowda had won the
2023 Assembly polls from Srin-
geri by 201 votes.

“The High Court on April 6
had ordered reverification and
recounting. As per that order,
the exercise has been com-
pleted. The court order did not
direct us to announce the re-
sults; it also did not refer to
EVM votes. The order was spe-
cific only to postal ballots,” re-
turning officer Gaurav Kumar
Shetty said.

Speaking to reporters late
on Saturday night, he said,
“During the 2023 vote count-
ing, Jeevaraj had received 692

| votes, while Raje Gowdahad re-

ceived 569 votes. Now, after re-
verification and recounting,
Jeevaraj has 690 valid votes,
which istwo votesless than ear-
lier, while Raje Gowda has 314
votes, a difference of 255 votes.”

Regarding allegations of
vote tampering, he said the
allegations are criminal in na-
ture and donot fallunder hisju-
risdiction.

Jeevaraj, speaking to re-
porters, said, “As per the cur-
rent count, I have the majority.
Officials have said that the Elec-
tion Commission will make the
formal announcement. I will
wait for the Commission's
order.” Raje Gowda expressed
doubts about “vote tampering”
and demanded a detailed in-
quiry into Jeevaraj and others.

Later, Sudheer Kumar Mu-
rolli, who served as Raje
Gowda's countingagent during
2023 assembly polls lodged a
complaint at the Chikkamaga-
luru Town police station, alleg-
ingthat255ballot papers castin
favour of Raje Gowda had been
tampered with.

Meanwhile, speaking to re-
porters, Deputy Chief Minister
and state Congress president D
K Shivakumar said that Jeeva-
raj had conspired with some of-
ficers and tampered with the
postal votes.

“More than 200 postal votes
were marked using pens,” he
said.
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WHAT IS SELF-FENUMERATION?

Self-Enumeration is an online process in which you fill and submit your household
details on the SE portal (se.census.gov.in) yourself, without waiting for an enumerator
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« What are the benefits of Self~-Enumeration?
« Fill details conveniently

« Ensures privacy

» Makes the Census process faster and efficient
++ How to log in to the Self-Enumeration

portal?

« Select State/UT

« Enter name of head of the family, mobile number and

ermail (optional)

« Verify through OTP

« Start Self-Enumeration
-+ How to mark the correct location of

your house?

- Select district/PIN code

» Enter area/landmark
« Zoom on map and mark location near your house
(Do not worry if exact address is not displayed)
« Correct location marking is necessary
«+ Can | edit my information later?
» Yes, you can edit before final submission during
State/UT SE period
« After final submission changes can be done during
enumerator's visit
«» Can SE portal be accessed outside India?
No, this facility is available only within India’s
geographical boundaries
< What if an error is found after submission?
Correction can be made when the enumerator
visits your house
-+ Can | save and complete the form later?
Yos, You can save progress and nnmplate the
form within the stipulated time
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A shopkeeper sells powders of various colours, signifying different
political parties, ahead of the counting of votes, in Kolkata. ani

From seeking divine
help to gardening,
leaders try different
ways to beat suspense

Sweety Kumari, Arun
Janardhanan, Shaju Philip
& Sukrita Baruah

Kolkata, Chennai,
Thiruvananthapuram,
Guwahati, May 3

FROM SEEKING divine inter-
vention to staying confined to
their natives to visiting party of-
fices, leaders in the four states —
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Assam
and Kerala - are gearing up for
the results on Monday.

West Bengal

Severalleaders soughtdivine
intervention ahead of counting
day. BJP’s Purnima Chakraborty
offered prayersin Kolkata, while
Ghatal candidate Sital Kapat
visited a local temple. In
contrast, TMCleaders projected
calm confidence. Kolkata mayor
Firhad Hakim said the party was
preparing for a decisive man-
date. In Pandabeswar, TMC’s
Narendranath Chakraborty kept
away from the political buzz,
tending to his garden. “People
know my work,” he said.

The BJP struck a different
tone. Arjun Singh, contesting
from Noapara, spoke of re-
strained celebrations, promising
“tradition over noise” with
sweetsinstead of loud festivities.

Smaller players like Aam Ja-
nata Unnayan Party chief Hu-
mayun Kabir claimed they
could hold the balance of powetr.

Tamil Nadu

In Tamil Nadu, Actor-politi-
cian Vijay, whose Tamilaga Vet-
tri Kazhagam (TVK) is seen as a
wildcard inthiselection, madea
visit to Velankanni church over
the weekend. AIADMK chief Ed-
appadi K Palaniswami has re-
treated to his home base in
Salem, a customary move that
reflectsboth political grounding
and strategic distance from the
capital’simmediate pressures.

Ontherulingside, ChiefMin-
ister MK Stalin haskeptengage-
ments minimal, making only a
brief visit to the DMK head-
quarters.

Across parties, there is a no-
ticeable absence of overt celebra-
tion or alarm. Instead, the mood
isone of measured anticipation.

Kerala

Kerala heads into counting
daywith familiar political clarity
but competing claims of victory.
Votes for all 140 Assembly seats
will be counted across 140
centres beginning at 8 am.
Around 15,000 officials have
been deployed to oversee

the process.

The ruling CPI(M)-led LDF is
confident of retaining power for
a third consecutive term. State
secretary M V Govindan de-
scribed theupcomingverdictas
“crucial and historical,” express-
ing confidence in acomfortable
majority. The Congress-led UDF,
buoyed by exit poll projections,
believes it is poised for a come-
backafteradecade out of power.
However, senior leaders have
struck a cautious note publicly.

The BJP, which failed to
openitsaccount in 2021, is aim-
ing to re-establish itself as a vi-
able third force. Its focus re-
mainson key constituencieslike
Nemom, alongside hopes of sur-
prise gains elsewhere.

Leaders across parties have
outlined their counting-day
plans. Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan will remain at his resi-
dence in Kannur, while party
and Opposition leaders will
monitor developments from
state offices and the capital.

Assam

Both the BJP and the Con-
gress kept engagements low-key
on Sunday, a day before count-
ing, while stepping up internal
coordination and projecting
confidence in the outcome.

In the BJP camp, state presi-
dent Dilip Saikia and CM Him-
anta Biswa Sarma chaired a vir-
tual meeting with candidates,
MPs and district unit heads to
review preparedness. The Con-
gress and allies held a similar
exercise in Guwahati a day
earlier.

Even as public activity re-
mained subdued, leaders
across camps reiterated their
claims of victory. Saikia said the
BJP-led alliance was headed for
a “historic mandate”. Ofthe 126
Assembly seats, the BJP con-
tested 90, while its allies, the
Asom GanaParishad (AGP) and
Bodoland People’s Front (BPF),
fielded candidates in 26 and 11
seats respectively.

“Based on inputs from our
booths, we expect to win over
80 of the 90 seats we con-
tested,” Saikia said, addingthat
the alliance could secure
around 20 more seats through
its partners.

The Congress, however, dis-
missed such projections. On
Saturday, state president Gau-
rav Gogoi rejected exit poll pre-
dictions of an NDA sweep, ar-
guing that “silent voters” and
an “undercurrent” in favour of
the Opposition would shape
the final outcome.

Verdlct Sfactors to watch outfor

| In West Bengal, TMC hopes to hold fort vijay’simpact, DMK’s

for fourth time, BJP wantstobreachit margins & AIADMK’s
fight to stay relevant

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, May 3

All eyes are on the outcome of
the West Bengal Assembly elec-
tions, with the counting of votes
set to take place on Monday.

The poll results will deter-
mine whether the incumbent
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
chairperson and three-term
Chief Minister, Mamata Baner-
jee, 71,is able to hold out and re-
tain her post, orthe BJPisfinally
able to breach her fort and take
the helm in the crucial eastern
state for the first time.

Here are five crucial factors
to watch out for in the electoral
landscape of Bengal.

SIR shadow

The polls were held against
the backdrop of the Election
Commission (EC)'s controver-
sial Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, carried out
over several months in an exer-
cise that involved deletion of
around 91 lakh voters - includ-
ingover27lakhvoters following
adjudication, whose appeals 19
tribunalswould continueto hear
for an indefinite period. The ex-
ercisein Bengal hasbeenunique
onvarious counts, ranging from
deployment of micro observers
to the use of “logical discrep-
ancies” criterion, toadjudication
and tribunals.

TMC's acid test

TMCinsiderssay the partyis
aiming to secure an “absolute
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Banners featuring Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee, in Kolkata on Sunday. pri

majority close to 200 to protect
itself from the BJP'salleged bids
to orchestrate defections.

Make-or-break fight

The face-off is being seen as
the “battle of Mamata'slife”, who
has been known for her com-
bative politics and fighting spirit.
If she manages to pull off her
fourth Assembly poll triumph, it
will further enhance her stature
amongtop Oppositionleadersat
the national level.

Thistime, in her Bhabanipur
constituency in South Kolkata,
too, Mamatais facing astiff chal-
lenge from heraide-turned-BJP
face and Leader of Opposition
(LoP) Suvendu Adhikari. The

constituency saw high drama
even on polling day on April 29,
with the CM accusingthe central
security personnel and the EC of
“harassment” and “detention”
ofher party leadersand workers
aday earlier.

BJP’s challenge

In 2021, when the BJP
bagged 77 seats, it emerged as
the principal Opposition, elbow-
ing out both the CPI(M) and the
Congress. Thistime, the BJPhas
gone all out in a bid to not only
cross the 100 mark but also se-
cure the magic number. BJP in-
siders say that a 150-seat haul
would consolidate the party's
position, claiming that the TMC

Can CPI(M) hold on toits last
stronghold, or is Congress all set
tomake a comeback in Kerala?

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
May 3

THE RESULTS of the elections
to the 140-member Kerala As-
sembly will determine whether
the state is embracing a long-
term political stability under
the incumbent CPI(M)-led Left
Democratic Front (LDF) or see
the return of the Congress-led
United Democratic Front
(UDF).

The LDF hasbeen rulingthe
state for the last two terms
under CM Pinarayi Vijayan,
which in the 2021 elections
broke the state's tradition of al-
ternating change of guard be-
tween LDF and UDF.

Vijayan factor

CPI(M) stalwart and two-
term CM Vijayan has been the
face of the LDF's campaign,
making this election into a ref-
erendumonhisleadershipand
governance record. If the LDF
manages to buck the state's
“anti-incumbency” trend and
returns to power even with a
slim margin, Vijayan will
emerge stronger not only
within his own party but in the
entire Left ranks.

CPI(M)'s chances

The LDF has been ruling the state
for the last two terms under CM
Pinarayi Vijayan

The CPI(M) had suffered set-
backs in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections and the 2025 local
body elections in Kerala. It re-
mainsto be seen whether voters
have been influenced by “anti-
incumbency” inthe current As-
sembly polls. If the Left loses
power in Kerala, it would mark
the first time since 1977 that
there would not be any Com-
munist governmentin any state
inthe country.

Congress's prospects

Amongthe fourstatesand a
Union Territory where elections
were recently held, Keralaisthe
only state where the Congressis
in pole position while leading
an alliance. So, in the event of

the UDF's victory, the grand old
party will head the new regime.

High stakes for BJP

The BJP is trying to break
the template of bipolar politics
in Kerala. The party is looking
to pick a few seats and winning
back Nemom, which it had lost
in 2021 when it had drawn a
blank. In the local body elec-
tionsin December 2025, the BJP
pulled off a historic win in the
Thiruvananthapuram Munici-
pal Corporation. In the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, the party had
won the Thrissur seat.

Polarisation effect

The outcome will also show
whether there has been a con-
solidation of minority votes in
favour of the UDF in the wake of
thelatter's allegation of a “deal”
between the CPI(M) and the BJP
tokeep the Congress away from
power for another term.

In 2021, the CPI(M) had
benefited from the rallying of
the minorities round the LDF.
However after facing a debacle
inthe2024 Lok Sabha elections,
the CPI(M) tried to make an out-
reach to Hindu voters.

The verdict would indicate
the degree to which the CPI(M)
would hold on toits Hindu vote
base.

would “crumble” afterwards.

Congress, Left eye
inroads

Both the Congress and the
CPI(M)-led Left had

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 3

THE STATE'’S 234-seat Assem-
bly,longdominated by the alter-
natingrhythmsofthe DMK and
the AIADMK, has rarely gone
into a result day without a dis-
cernible wave. This time, there
isnosuchtide. Instead, thereare
signals — uneven, overlapping,
sometimes contradictory. As
countingtrendsbegintoflicker,
five questions will shape the day.

Notwho leads — but by
how much
When the state swings, it
tends to swing decisively, as it
did in 2011, when the AIADMK
alliance surged, orin 2021, when
the DMK-led front secured 159 of
234 seats. But that decisiveness
often hides fragility. If the DMK
builds a steady lead across re-
gions, it would indicate that in-
cumbency has held firm. If the
AIADMK keeps the early

failed to open their ac- gaptight, the contest may
counts in 2021, when stretch into a slowetr,
they had contested to- more uncertain count.
gether as part of an al- [ .. )
liance. This time, the The Vijayvariable
Congtess has gone solo. The most discussed

The party hopes to get some
seats in Malda, Murshidabad
and Uttar Dinajpur —three Mus-
lim-dominated border districts.

The CPI (M) hasalsomadeall
attemptstoregain some ground
inthestatewhereithad ruled for
34 years.

number in this election is not
seats — it is Vijay’s vote share.
Across party camps, estimates
have crept upward through the
campaign, with some placing it
near 15 to 20 to 25%. But elec-
tions are not decided by vote
sharealone. They are decided by

DMK chief and Tamil Nadu CM
MK Stalin

howthose votes are distributed.

DMK’s strength

The DMK’s advantage ap-
pears structural: welfare de-
livery, organisational depth, and
a leadership that has cam-
paigned at scale. But alliances
have their own vulnerabilities.

AIADMKs test

For the AIADMK, this elec-
tionis not simply about winning
but is about proving that it re-
mains competitive in a post-
Jayalalithaa landscape.

Chennaifaultline

Ifthereisoneregiontowatch
for early signals, it is Chennai.
The city’s electoral history has
oscillated sharply. The ATADMK
struggled here for decades, win-
ningjust oneseatin 1977 twoin
1980, threein 1984, and none in
1996 before breaking throughin
2006 and peaking in 2011. The
DMK, in contrast, has often
treated Chennai asastronghold.

BJP’s bid for a hattrick, Himanta’s
test, and fate of the three Gogois

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, May 3

WITH THE stage set for count-
ing of votes for the Assam As-
sembly elections on Monday,
here are five things that will re-
main in focus in the state.

BJP’sdominance

The exit polls have forecast a
decisive mandate forthe incum-
bent BJP led by Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma. In the
event of the NDA’s return to
power, all eyes will be on the
BJP’s tally. The party has yet to
getaclear majority onitsownin
the126-member state Assembly.
Both in 2016 and in 2021, the
party bagged 60 seats, crossing
the majority markwith its allies.

Congress’s fate

Notwithstanding the set-
backs that it has suffered since
2016, the Congress sought to
fight the BJP head-on in this
election, putting up its state
party president Gaurav Gogoi di-
rectly as a challenger to Sarma.
The Congressalsorejigged its co-
alition, snapping ties with its
former ally, the Badruddin
Ajmal-led AIUDF. Instead, the
Congress aligned with smaller
regional outfits. By contesting
under the leadership of a clear
facein the form of Gaurav Gogoi,
the party hasbeen hopingtoim-
prove its 2021 tally of 29 seats. It

Security personnel outside a strong roomin Tezpur on Sunday. pTi

remains to be seen whether
these changes will bring electo-
ral dividends for the grand old

party.
Three Gogois

Observers will be keenly
watching the performance of
three Gogois in the fray. Gaurav
Gogoi is contesting in this As-
sembly election as a candidate
for the first time. The other two
Gogois are the Congress’s key
partners. Akhil Gogoi, the presi-
dentof the Raijor Dal and former
AASU leader Lurinjyoti Gogoi.

Delimitation factor

Amid the recent political
storm over delimitation at the
national level, a key question is
howthe redrawn constituencies

STRONGMAN JAHANGIR KHAN FACES SCRUTINY AFTER EC REPORTS ‘SEVERE ELECTORAL OFFENCES’ DURING POLLING ON APRIL 29

Behind TMC bastion Falta, set for a full repoll Abhlshek aide who started with CPM

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 3

AS VOTES are counted in West
Bengal on Monday, voters of
Falta in South 24 Parganas dis-
trict will get to see who hasbeen
voted to power. But they them-
selves have to wait for almost
three more weeks to cast their
votes again and choose their
MLA after the Election Commis-
sion (EC) issued a rare order di-
recting that polls be held again
in all 285 polling stations in the
constituency.

One of the Assembly seg-
ments in TMC leader Abhishek
Banerjee’s Diamond Harbour
Lok Sabha constituency, Faltais
one of the party’s bastions and
gave the MPalead of more than
1.51akh votes in the 2024 Lok
Sabha constituencies. Thistime,
the ECreported “severe electoral
offences and subversion of
democratic process during pol-
ling” in the Assembly consti-
tuency, where TMC candidate

Jahangir Khan wields massive
influence. Opposition candi-
dates have alleged that the elec-
toral process was manipulated
through the use of “black
tape/perfume on ballot unit”.
With the TMC since 2011,
Falta, which hasan almostequal
population of Hindus and Mus-
lims, had never witnessed the
extended dominance of any one
party since 1952. The first elec-
tion waswon by the Communist
Party of India, while the next two
went to the Congress, beforethe
CPI(M) won the seat in 1967, be-
fore the Congress again made a
comebackin1972andheldonto
it even amid the Left sweep in
1977. Since then, the consti-
tuency kept alternating every
two elections between the Con-
gress and the CPI(M), before the
TMC’s Tamonash Ghosh bagged
itin 2001. He lost it in 2006, but
madeacomebackin2011and re-
tained the seatin 2016.
However, with the rise of Ab-
hishek in the party, Tamonash,

among the TMC’s earliest
leaders, fell out of favour with the
party leadership and was re-
placed.

While TMC and BJP leaders
in the area refused to comment
on the latest controversy, a
CPI(M) district committee
member, who wished to remain
unnamed, claimed Falta had
never seenviolence or one-sided
elections before the TMC came
to power. “Whoever won always
bagged the seat by a moderate
margin, around 25,000 votes.
The elections were always com-
petitive. Then in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls, the lead from this
Assembly segment jumped to
around 40,000 and this trend
held in the 2021 Assembly polls
too.Inthe 2024 Lok Sabha polls,
the TMC got alead of more than
1.5 lakh votes. And the main
leader behind this is Jahangir
Khan.”

TMC insiders also credited
Khan's efforts for helping Abhis-
hek win the seat by more than

Security personnel deployed in Falta on Sunday. ani

seven lakh votes. Khan, whose
rivalsaccuse him of maintaining
an iron grip in the area through
fear, was born in a family of
CPI(M) leaders. His father, the
late Akbar Khan, and elder
brother Salim Khan were known
Leftleadersinthearea. Jahangir
too started his political journey
with the CPI(M) and later, started
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an embroidery business.

Soon afterwards, asthe TMC
gained strength, he joined the
TMCbefore the 2008 panchayat
electionsunder theleadership of
Bhaktaram Mondal. Inthatelec-
tion, Khan became the pradhan
of the Belsingha-II gram pan-
chayat.

“Hewasacommonleadertill

the 2014 Lok Sabha election.

After Abhishek Banerjee won
the MPin 2014, he gradually be-
came closetohim,” said asenior
district TMCleader. Thisiswhen
Tamonash was eased out of the
party’s decision-making pro-
cess. Khan also sidelined Bhak-
taram once he rose through the
ranks.

“In2023,KhanbecameaZila
Parishad memberandisnowthe
person who runs the body,” said
the TMC leader, adding, “He
gradually sidelined all existing
TMC leaders like Bhaktaram
Mondal and Tamonash Ghosh,
who were very close to Mamata
Banerjee. Ghosh died duringthe
Covid pandemic and Mondal
joined the BJP. Now, Jahangir
and his brother-in-law Saidul
Islam rule Falta. Noone daresto
stand up to them.”

Alocal TMC leader accused
Khan of taking money from a
local bottling plant, brick Kilns,
and other small factories, many
of which have shut shop. "The

New Delhi

police never allowed any com-
plaint to be filed against Jahan-
gir. Hehasagang of 50-60 young
men. Along with Saidul, he con-
trols this gang that collects
money for him from different
areas in Falta. Not only Bhakta-
ram, butevery veteran leaderin
the party has also either been
sidelined or has become silent
because of Jahangir," said the
leader.

Face-offagainst EC

Ahead of polling, Khan hit
the headlines after police ob-
server and senior Uttar Pradesh
officer Ajay Pal Sharma, known
asan “encounter specialist”, con-
ducted searches at his home.
When Sharma, known as “Sing-
ham (daredevil)” and appointed
as a police observer in South 24
Parganas, did not find him, heis-
sued awarningto Khan’s family
members, which was captured
inavideo clip that went viral.

“Listen carefully: if there is
any mischief, the treatment will

in Assam after the 2023 delimi-
tation would play outin thisfirst
Assembly election after the con-
tentious exercise, which is said
to havetilted the state’s political
map in the BJP's favour.

The Western Assam region,
known as Lower Assam, in par-
ticular saw adrastic redrawing of
constituencies. Thiswasaregion
where the Congress and itsthen
ally AIUDF had registered sig-
nificant wins in 2021.

Regional outfits

While the BJP and the Con-
gress dominate political dis-
course, the poll outcome will
also have a significant bearing
on the fate of several smaller
parties which shape Assam
politics.

be such that crying later won't
help,” Sharma was heard saying
in frontof Khan’shome. “Jahan-
gir’s family members are here. I
am telling them — I hear his
menare goingaround threaten-
ing people. Tell him that if this
continues, I will take note of
everything. I will take such ac-
tion that even weeping won’t
save him later.”

Later, referring to Bollywood
movie Singham and Telugu ac-
tion film Pushpa, Khan told re-
porters, “The police observer
should inform the local SP if
there is any problem. But he
visited my home with the Cen-
tral forces. How can he do that?
We only bow to people. We will
notbowto him. Thisis Bengal; if
heis ‘Singham’, I am ‘Pushpa’.
Noamountof threat or coercion
by the BJP-appointed police of-
ficials from Uttar Pradesh will be
allowed in Falta.”

Faltawill gotothe pollsagain
on May 21 and the results will be
announced three days later.
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Eyesinspace: Indian startup launches a

Drishti can take
synchronous
optical and
radarimages

Amitabh Sinha
New Delhi, May 3

A SPACEX rocket launched
from California on Sunday car-
ried a unique satellite from In-
dian start-up GalaxEye that is
meant to fill along-standing
gap in earth observation capa-
bilities from space. The satellite,
aptly called Drishti, is equipped
totake optical aswell radar-gen-
erated images of the same place
at the same time, something
that has not been tried before.
Most earth observation satel-
lites use either optical sensors,
which capturereflected sunlight
just like a conventional camera,
or Synthetic Aperture Radar
(SAR) systems that use micro-
wavesignalstogenerateimages.
Both of them have limitations.
Optical sensors produce clear
and intuitive images, justlike any
normal camera, but are blinded
by clouds, smoke or darkness.
SAR can make continuous ob-
servations because microwave
signals effortlessly penetrate

Bihar: Woman
gangraped after
trainforced to
stop; 10 detained

Himanshu Harsh
Patna, May 3

A WOMAN was allegedly gan-
graped along the Gaya-Patna
railway section in Bihar on Fri-
day, police said adding that a
probe hasbeen initiated in the
case. The incident was re-
ported between Bela and Cha-
kand railway stations. The
complainant was travelling by
train to visit her relatives.

According to the police,
some unidentified men pulled
the emergency chain, forcing
the train to stop. The woman
got off the train under circum-
stances that are yet to be clari-
fied. Police said that four per-
sons forcibly took her to a
secluded place. “Taking ad-
vantage of the isolated area
and darkness, the accused
committed the crime and
fled,” an official said.

The woman later informed
local residents about the inci-
dent and subsequently alerted
the police. Police said around 10
people have been detained on
suspicion and are being ques-
tioned as part of the probe.

“AnFIR wasregistered Satur-
dayagainstunidentified persons
based on the survivor’s written
complaint. A forensic team was
also called to the scene to collect
evidence,” an official said.

The satellite rode on a Falcon 9 rocket by SpaceX from the
Vandenberg Space Force Base in California as one of the 45
payloads on the CAS500-2 mission.

clouds, smoke or darkness, but
these images are not like regular
photographs and require expett-
ise to interpret, something simi-
lar to an X-ray film.

Drishti, which has been
built entirely in India, seeks to
eliminate this familiar trade-off
in satellite imagery. It is the
world’s first satellite equipped
with both optical sensors as
well as SAR, and the two have
been synchronised to take sim-
ultaneous images of the same
place on Earth. For this reason,
GalaxEye is describingits inno-
vation as OptoSAR technology.

“When the optical sensors
are unable to take images be-
cause of clouds or darkness or
other similar reasons, we will
use artificial intelligence to re-
generate optical-like images
from the SAR,” Suyash Singh,
one of the founders of Gal-
axEye, told The Indian Express
in arecent interview.

Until now this problem
used to be solved by attaining
datasets from multiple satel-
lites and integrating them. But
that had its own problems. SAR
and optical datasets were not
taken atthe sametime, and the

EXPLAINED

Indian startups
make amark

GALAXEYEISoneamong
several Indian space start-
upsthat arebeginningto
make their presence felt.
Agnikul Cosmos, another
start-up from II'T Madras,
hasbuilt the world’s first 3-D
printed rocket engine, while
Skyroothastested India’s
first privately built rocket.
Companies like Pixxel,
Dhruva Space and Bellatrix
have been demonstrating
impressinginnovationsin
satellite technologies.

situation on the ground could
have changed duringthe inter-
vals. So, some details would in-
variably be missed.

“What we are trying todo s
to make space imagery avail-
able all the time, and under-
standable to all kinds of users,”
Singh said.

Drishti is the first satellite of
GalaxEye, a company started
by alumni of IIT Madrasand in-
cubated at the institute. The
satellite rode on a Falcon 9

first-of-its-kind satellite via SpaceX rocket

rocket by SpaceX fromthe Van-
denberg Space Force Base in
California as one of the 45 pay-
loads on the CASS00-2 mission.
The launch, at 12.30 pm
India time on Sunday, invited
congratulatory messages from
Vice-President C P Radhakrish-
nan, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and External Affairs Min-
ister SJaishankar amongothers.
“Mission Drishti by Gal-
axEye marks a major achiev-
ement in our space journey.
The successful launch of the
world’s first OptoSAR satellite
and the largest privately built
satellite in India is a testament
to our youth’s passion for inno-
vation and nation-building.
Heartiest congratulations and
best wishes to the foundersand
the entire team of GalaxEye,”
Modi said in a message on X.
The capability of Drishtican
be immensely useful in Indian
conditions. Singh said one of
the reasons no one else built a
satellite like Drishti was that
clouds and smoke was pri-
marily a problemin the tropical
countries. “Most of the satellite
companies have traditionally
been based in the western coun-
tries, and cater to the demands
of those countries. Weather is
relatively more predictable, and
the skies are relatively cleaner
and clearer. They don’thave the

same kind of issues with clouds
thatweinIndiaface. We aretry-
ing to solve for problems in our
part of the world,” he said.

GalaxEye had to make im-
portant technological innova-
tions to ensure that both the
imaging sensors are put on the
same satellite and operate in
sync with each other to pro-
duce simultaneous imaging of
the same place.

“SAR and optical sensorsare
designed indifferent ways. They
look at the Earth at different
angles.So, ifthey are placed side
by side, for example, the optical
sensor might be looking at Ben-
galuru while SAR is capturing
Dubai at thatinstant. So,wehad
to come up with a technology
stack that synchronises the
functionalities of these two tech-
nologies, enabling them to look
atthe samelocation at the same
time. This is our proprietary
technology. This does away with
the need of the users to man-
ually align and synchronise the
datasets from two different sat-
ellites which might have taken
imagesofaplace at totally differ-
ent times. The situation on the
ground could have changed dur-
ing this time, so that data from
SAR is not entirely translatable
into optical data. Drishti will
eliminate these complications
entirely,” Singh said.

‘From worst-affected by Maoism to highest class 10
pass percentage: The turnaround of Bijapur

Jayprakash S Naidu
Raipur, May 3

BIJAPUR, THE Chhattisgarh
district that was the worst-af-
fected by Maoism, hasjumped
to first place among the state’s
33 districts for pass percentage
in class 10 board exams and
second place in class 12 exams.

Last year, the district stood
ninth in class 10 pass percen-
tage and 23rd in class 12 pass
percentage. The pass percen-
tage for class 10 boards has in-
creased from 85.40% last year
to 96.06% this year, and for
class 12 boards, it increased
from 80.35% t0 95.63%.

The district was once infa-
mous for school students drop-
ping out and allegedly joining
Maoist ranks, officials said.

In the last two years, secur-
ity forces stepped up oper-
ations against Maoists in the
Bastar region, which includes
Bijapur. Since 2024, as many as
234 Maoists have been killed in
encounters, while 1,191 have
been arrested and another
1,003 have surrendered, se-
verely weakening the rebel
movement.

Starting from a survey

Last year, District Collector
Sambit Mishra conducted a

survey to find out how many
school children were dropping
out and why. The survey re-
vealed that nearly 10,000
children had dropped out of
school.

Mishra then set out to en-
sure that of those that remain,
the maximum number of stu-
dents clear the 10th and 12th
board exams. “Soon after the
results last year (in May), we
took a meeting with all school
teachers and principals, where
we found out the issues. We
learnt that faculty members
were not present in many in-
stances. We also took a basic
test of all children and ident-
ified those who were weak in
their studies. We learnt that
there were learning gaps, due to
which personal attention was
needed for students. We then
took four major steps,” he said.

First was finding out which
subjects needed more teachers,
and we recruited 68 new
teachers, called “Shiksha Mi-
tans”, using District Monetary
Foundation (DMF) funds.

The other three steps taken
were conducting pre-board
exams every two months with
regular performance reviews.
The teachers were asked to
identify weaker students and
take remedial classes and extra

The authorities also worked on ensuring that attendance at schools
was over 90 per cent. EXPRESS

teaching sessions. A district-
level exam cell prepared blue-
print-based question papers for
students so they are well-pre-
pared. Another initiative was
teaching students Artificial In-
telligence prompts, which
helped some of them clear their
doubts, though several others
could not use it due to alack of
mobile network.

The authorities also worked
on ensuringthat attendance at
schools was over 90%.

“District CEO Namrata
Choubey’s active involvement
in monitoring was critical. She
used to hold monthly meetings
with all subject teachers where
students were performing

poorly in pre-boards and our
centralised test. This helped us
address the gaps and ensure
better results,” said Mishra.

The education depart-
ment’s assistant programme
coordinator, Zakir Khan, said,
“We had eight months to pre-
pare students for the exams,
and the results were very pleas-
ing. Last year, 3,940 students
appeared for SSC (10th) and
HSC (12th), of which 3,279
passed. This year, 4,111 stu-
dents appeared for SSC and
HSC, of which 3,942 passed.”

It was not only pass percen-
tage, but the number of stu-
dents securing first-class marks
also doubled this year. “This

4 from Tamil Nadu went on holiday, returned in caskets:
Survivor of cruise tragedy recounts their final moments

Anand MohanJ
Bhopal, May 3

THELAST two bodies surfaced
on Sunday morning, bringing
a three-day search on the
waters of the Bargi Dam to a
close, and the final toll of the
cruise disaster in Jabalpur
stood at 13.

Among them were a 9-
year-old child, Mayuram, and
his uncle, Kamraj, an em-
ployee of the ordnance factory
in Jabalpur. Kamraj had
moved his family from Tiru-
chy to Jabalpur about a year
ago, following work at the city's
ordnance factory. His wife,
Karkuzhali, thought the school
holidays were a good time to
have family around. Her
relatives had come from Tamil
Nadu for the summer; among
them were Mayuram and his
brother Iniya.

On Thursday, Kamraj took
the day off. They left early, first
to Bhedaghat, where the
children rode the ropeway
over the marble gorge, and
then drove to the dam resort,
arriving in the afternoon. By
evening, they were on the

Kamraj had moved his family from Tiruchy to Jabalpur a year ago

water. While Iniya was rescued
following the disaster, Mayu-
ram could not be traced. Kam-
raj's younger son, Tamilven-
than, had already been among
those confirmed dead, his
body flown back to Tamil
Nadu. The child’s mother, Kar-
kuzhali, also died in the acci-
dent.

Puvitharan (10), the sole re-
maining survivor of the Kamraj
family, remembers the begin-
ning as being completely ordi-
nary. The boat moved
smoothly. Somewhere on the

upper deck, a group of passen-
gerswas celebrating a birthday.

"The weather was com-
pletely clear. There was no
probleminthe beginning. The
wind suddenly became very
strong. The waves started hit-
ting hard," the boy said.
Among his family, he said,
only the children had been
given life jackets before board-
ing. When the movement
turned violent, the adults
began reaching for them too.
"But by then," he said, "it was
already too late." As the boat

overturned, the boy was
thrown into the choppy
waters. He was spotted by local
workers at the shore. "I raised
my hand and one uncle threw
the rope at me and I caughtit,"
he said. After his rescue the
boy went back to Tamil Nadu
with his grandmother, his
relatives flown in caskets.
The search had widened
steadily over the past two days
- divers working 40 to 50 feet
below the surface, scanning a
radius of nearly five kilo-
metres. More than 200 person-
nel, including Army divers air-
lifted from Agra, teams from
the NDRF and SDREF, and local
rescuers, had worked in shifts,
navigating silted waters and
low visibility before the final
recoveries were made. Jabal-
pur collector Raghvendra
Singh told TheIndian Express,
"We recovered the last two
bodies in this unfortunate inci-
dent. The dam is located in a
large area which is used for
various activities like irriga-
tion, electricity generation.
The divers could only go for 15
minutes at a time to look for
the submerged bodies. The

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

visibility was very low. Every-
onetried their besttotracethe
survivors."

Collector Singh said the
cruise ship had a life expec-
tancy of S0 years and had com-
pleted 20 years in service. He
said the fitness check was
undertaken every two months,
and the cruise ship had passed
the fitness testinitslast check.
"The reason for the disaster

was the violent storm which |

even uprooted nearby trees,"
Singh said.

Investigatorssay all 41 ident-
ified passengers on board the
vessel have now been ac-
counted for - 28 rescued, 13
dead.

The boat, a two-decade-old
vessel operated by the state
tourism department, had cap-
sized on Thursday evening after
being caughtinasudden storm
on the Narmada reservoir near
Jabalpur.

Since then, the focus has
shifted from rescue to account-
ability. The state government
has ordered an inquiry, dis-
missed key staff, and halted
similar cruise operations across
Madhya Pradesh.

year, 2,805 students got first-
classin SSCand HSC, whilelast
year the number was 1,441.
Girls were ahead of boysin both
exams,” said District Education
Officer Lakhanlal Dhanelia.

The results also brought a
cheer to the face of Satyana-
rayan Tokal, 57, who has been
teaching in a government
school in Pamed, once a Naxal
stronghold over 100 km away
from Bijapur district head-
quarters.

“Till last year, there was no
proper road to our school, and
to go to Bijapur town, we used
to travel via Telangana. Until
2008, it was a middle school
and then it became a high
school. Theinitiative has made
abigimpact.In2012,itbecame
ahigher secondaryschool, and
since then, it is the first time
that two girls have scored above
80% marks. Archana Gundi
scored 82% in HSC science and
Sandhya Sabka scored 80% in
SSC,” said Tokal proudly.

Khan said, “In Tarlaguda
porta cabin school near the Te-
langana border, all 28 children
passed. One of them, Divya
Micha, got 87.84%. She is from
a remote village named Met-
lacheru, about 16 km from Bho-
palpatnam, where there is no
electricity or network.”

Fourdieascar
collides with
truckinBihar

Muczaffarpur: Four people died
on the spot when their car col-
lided head-on with a truck in
Bihar's Muzaffarpur districton
Sunday, officials said.

The accident occurred near
Ratanpur village under the
Motipur police station area.Ac-
cording to eyewitnesses, the
car, lost control while trying to
save a motorcyclist and
rammed into an oncoming
container truck. PTI

New Delhi

An IAF helicopter rescues children stranded atop a water tank in
Siddharthnagar, Uttar Pradesh, on Sunday. ani

Making reel turns
fatal: 3kids fall from
water tank,1dead

Two critical, IAF
chopper rescues 2
stranded minors

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, May 3

ONE CHILD fellto hisdeath,and
two sustained grievous injuries
as a group of five boys tried to
make a reel from an abandoned
50-foot-tall water tank in Sidd-
harthnagar on Saturday. While
three fell climbing down the
water tank, two remained
stranded atop it overnight and
wererescued earlySundayinan
operation involving an Indian
Air Force helicopter.

“Three boys — Siddharth, 13;
Golu, 14; and Sunny, 11 - fell
from a height of 50 feet. Two
other children, whowere follow-
ing behind, remained stranded
on the top of the water tank and
were unable to come down. The
injured boys were rushed to the
hospital, where Siddharth was

declared dead on arrival. The
other two children are under-
going treatment, with doctors
describing their condition as
critical,” said a senior police of-
ficer on Sunday.

Droneswere deployed tode-
liver food and water to the two
stranded children — Pawan, 17,
and Kallu, 16— who remained
trapped atop the water tank.
Multiple rescue efforts were
launched through the night. Fire
brigade teams were called in,
and a hydraulic ladder was
brought from neighbouring Go-
rakhpur district, but repeated at-
tempts failed to bring the boys
down safely.

After hours of relentless ef-
forts, the rescue was finally car-
ried out in the early hours of
Sunday when an Air Force heli-
copter was deployed, success-
fully bringing both children to
safety. Siddharthnagar DM Shiv-
sharanappa G S said that with
the cooperation of the CM’ s of-
fice, an Air Force helicopter was
arranged, and the two children
were rescued at around 5.30 am
on Sunday.

Two years after sacking,
Uttarakhand brings
back principal accused
of casteist harassment

AiswaryaRaj
Dehradun, May 3

TWO YEARS after his services
were terminated and orders
were issued for salary recovery
following charges of casteist
harassment, misrepresenta-
tion in his CV, and imposing a
financial burden on the insti-
tute, the former principal of the
State Institute of Hotel Man-
agement, Catering Technology
and Applied Nutrition, New
Tehri, Yashpal Singh Negi, has
been reinstated by the Uttarak-
hand government, The Indian
Express has learnt.

In an order issued on May
28,2024, the then Tourism Sec-
retary, under whose jurisdic-
tion the institute functions, had
ordered his termination, stat-
ing that while serving as Direc-
tor/Principal (contractual),
Negi had failed todischarge his
official duties and responsibil-
ities with due diligence.

However, in a correspon-
dence dated April 10, 2026, the
Tourism Secretary ordered his
reinstatement. The correspon-

F L HUENE ol 1]

dence notes that Negi would
withdraw the petition through
which he had taken the govern-
ment to court. The former prin-
cipal had challenged the termi-
nation order at the high court,
which stayed the order. The de-
partment appealed to the SC,
after which the HC stay was set
aside, but the recovery was
stayed until the hearing was
completed. The reinstatement
has now been initiated after
Negi wrote to the government
requesting that he be taken
back, stating that he would
withdraw the petition in accord-
ance with due legal process.

In fact, on January 2, 2026,
the meeting of the Board of
Governors of the institute
under the chairmanship of the
tourism secretary had decided
that the selection of the princi-
pal will be through a regular ap-
pointment. The minutes of the
meeting show that the board
had decided toissue a fresh ad-
vertisement for the post.

While Negi declined to com-
ment, UTDB officialsdid not re-
spond to queries.

The Indian EXPRESS
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Thousands join J&K
L-G Sinha’s anti-drug
padyatra, 518 peddlers
arrested in 22 days

:' ':_E".’,.E..E‘?‘" 1'_'

L-G Manoj Sinha at the anti-drug rally in Srinagar on Sunday. Ani

Express News Service
Srinagar, May 3

THOUSANDS OF people, in-
cluding government employees
and students, joined Lt Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha in a march
againstdrugabuse as partofthe
government’s 100-day 'nasha
mukt' (drug-free) Jammu &
Kashmir campaign.

In his speech after the pa-
dyatra, Sinha urged people to
come together to “build a
Jammu and Kashmir where no
child is lost to drugs” and “no
family is broken by addiction”.

On Sunday, a large number
of people from across the Kash-
mir Valley assembled in Srinagar
to take part in a two-Kkilometre
padyatra to show their concern
over drug abuse. Holding pla-
cards against drugabuse and its
effects, participants danced to
the beat of drums as they
marched on the roads.

Besides Sinha, the rally was
attended by political leaders,
bureaucrats, top police and se-
curity officers, and a large
number of government em-
ployeesand schoolchildren. The
government had asked its em-
ployees—especially teachers—
and students from some schools
to attend therally.

Earlier last month, Sinha
reached out to elected legisla-
tors and political leaders, seek-

ing their cooperation in the
‘Drug-free Jammu and Kash-
mir’ campaign. He wrote to
leadersacross party lines, saying
their participation would “serve
as a powerful catalyst” to rid
Jammu and Kashmir of the
scourge. Speaking at arally at
Srinagar’s TRC football ground,
Sinha said that thousands
marchingtogetheragainstdrug
abuse had senta “clear message
to defeat drug addiction and
narco-terrorism”. “People’s
movement carries a promise of
a future where Jammu and
Kashmir stands free from the
grip of drugs,” Sinha said.

“It is also the promise of
every teacher who haswitnessed
talent and potential fade into si-
lence. The determination to up-
root drugs is not only a declar-
ation from the administration
but a collective resolve of the
people, who, after enduring dec-
ades of suffering, have risen to
say that enough is enough.”
Sinhasaid thatin the first22 days
of the 100-day campaign, 481
FIRshadbeenregisteredindrug
abuse cases, while 518 peddlers
had been sent to jail. He added
that24 housesbelongingtodrug
peddlers—“proceeds of
crime”—had been demolished
and property worth crores
seized. The governmenthasalso
recommended cancellation of
more than 300 driving licences.

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Marie Josee Poulin W/o Shri
Govindarajan Elangovan R/o D-
131, Upkar Apartments, Mayur

Vihar Phase-1 Extension, Delhi-

110091, inform that Marie
Elangovan and Marie Josee
Poulinis one and the same
personi.e. myself.

0040852472-1

I MOHD IMRAN, R/0 BB-199/15,
Bagrian Basti, Nabi Karim,
Paharganj New Delhi-55,have
changed my name to MD
IMRAN for all future purposes.

0040852266-1

| ANIL AGGARWAL S/0O UGGAR
SAIN AGGARWAL residing at
2109 Rani Bagh Delhi-34 have
changed my name to ANIL
KUMAR AGGARWAL vide
affidavit

0050288731-1

I, BUSHRA PARVEEN S/O
KAMRUDDIN & AZRA(MOTHER)

R/0 27/344-345, TRILOKPURI, D-
91.HAS CHANGED MY NAME AS
BUSHRA

0130064231-1

I,Shabbir Ali S/o Mahbub Ali R/0
A-92 Vidyapati Nagar,Mubarak
Pur Dabas,Delhi-110081 declare
that my name wrongly
mentioned in my Daughter’s
Documents C.B.S.E.record as
Shabir Ali insted of Shabbir Ali.

NEET-UG 2026
records 97%
attendance

New Delhi: The NEET-UG
2026 examination was con-
ducted acrossthe countryon
Sunday with an overall turn-
out of nearly 97 per cent.
The National Testing
Agency (NTA) said in a post
on X: “Anationwide turnout
0f96.92 per cent (22,05,035of
22,75,011 candidates present)
across 37 States and UTs
speaks to your dedication
and the trust placed in this
examination.” The NEET-
UG 2026 examination was
conducted by the NTA for
nearly231lakh registered can-
didates at centres across the
country;, officials said. PTI

Chandan Haygunde
Pune, May 3

THE 65-year-old man accused
in the rape and murder of a
three-year-old girl atavillage in
Pune district, triggering strong
protests, has a prior record of
molestation -- police are tracing
details of the first case from
1998 while records reviewed by
The Indian Express showthata
judge pointed to tardy investi-
gation in the second case from
2015 before acquitting the man.

In the latest case, involving
the three-year-old, a Pune
court remanded the accused to

§ | police custody till May 7. While

| seeking custody, police said
they wanted to probe further
whether he had committed
more such offences in the past.

Speaking to reporters about
the acquittal in the 2015 case,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis said, “The
previous offences against the
accused would be checked. It
will be seen whether there were
any lapses...”

Court records in the 2015
case show that the accused was
charged with allegedly molest-
ingal7-year-old relative under
Indian Penal Code (IPC) sec-
tions 354 and 506, and sections
of the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act. According tothe orderofa
special court dated May 3, 2019,

People stage a protest on the Mumbai-Bangalore Bypass, in Pune,
over the rape and murder of the 3-year-old girl. PAvAN KHENGRE

the judge expressed surprise
over police not taking “any ef-
forts” to collect documents
required to conclusively prove
that the victim was a minor at
the time of the offence. The
court also observed “inconsist-
encies” in the victim's version
about the “point of incident”.
Court records show that on
July 24,2015, the accused, who
resided nearby, allegedly called
the victim to his house on the
pretext of helping him switch
onthe TV. Once she arrived, he
allegedly closed the door,
caught her by the stomach and
threatened her with a sickle,

records show.

The accused allegedly then
forced the victim to lie on the
floor and sexually assaulted
her, the records show. She
pushed him away and escaped,
which was purportedly wit-
nessed by her aunt, who was
standing outside, according to
records. The victim ran to-
wards her family members,
who were working in a field,
and narrated the incident to
them, the records show.

An FIR was lodged against
the accused at the same police
station where he has now been
booked again, under BNS and

POCSO, for the rape and
murder of the three-year-old
on May 1. In the 2015 case, the
accused was granted bail in Oc-
tober that year. The prosecu-
tion examined five witnesses
during the trial, including the
victim, her mother, her aunt, a
local panchayat member and
the investigating officer. The
court, however, observed “in-
consistencies” in the nature
and sequence of the molesta-
tion incident as described in
the FIR and the victim's deposi-
tion. The court also found in-
consistencies in the deposi-
tions of the victim's mother and
aunt “about happening and se-
quence of the incident”.

The prosecution, the court
stated, “tried to prove the case
through the chain of circum-
stancei.e. seizure of Sickle from
the spot”. But the court ob-
served that a sickle is com-
monly used by agriculturists
and freely available in the mar-
ket, and its recovery was there-
fore “not an incriminating ma-
terial”.

On the investigation, the
court stated: “Surprisingly, po-
lice have not taken any efforts
to collect the valid and auth-
enticate age proof of the vic-
tim.” The victim had submitted
acopy of her school leaving cer-
tificate stating her age as “17
years and some 11 months” at
the time of the incident.

Smart meters, sour politics: Protests
against prepald electricity spread in UP

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, May 3

IN FATEHPUR, smart meters
were dumped at a local power
station. In Agra, women threw
them ontothestreets. In Aligarh,
Firozabad and Hathras, people
marched tosubstations with the
meters held aloft.

Across districts in Uttar Pra-
desh, unrest is growing among
electricity consumers over
“smart” prepaid meters. While
authorities present prepaid me-
teringasa nationwide reformto
improve billing efficiency and
reduce losses, many consumers
seeitasacoercive shift bringing
higher charges and abrupt dis-
connections without safe-
guards.

According to sources, the
protests gathered pace after
automatic  disconnections
began in March, while conflict-
ing readings of policy—across
the Electricity Act, regulatory
guidelines and recent state-
ments by Union Power Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar—have
deepened uncertainty, turning
a technical transition into a
political and public flashpoint
across the state.

“In my 25 years of working
for electricity consumers,I have
never seen protests of thisscale,”
Avadhesh Kumar Verma, chair-
man of the consumer pressure

A protest against smart meters held by AAP workers at Shakti
Bhavanin Lucknow, Sunday. r1i

group Uttar Pradesh State Elec-
tricity Consumer Council and a
member of Central and State
Electricity Advisory commit-
tees, told The Indian Express.

The protests have also be-
comea political flashpoint, with
the Opposition seekingto corner
the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment ahead of next year’s As-
sembly election. Samajwadi
Party chief and former chief
minister Akhilesh Yadav framed
theissue as corruption.

“The public is being fleeced
under the pretext of installing
‘smart meters’. The implemen-
tation of smart meters has be-
come a vehicle for large-scale
fraud. If such dishonesty is poss-
ible with smart meters, how can

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

a CONSTABLE
SARKHALI
? PMG
1 10.03.1977 -
e ¢ 04.05.2001

iDirector General and all Ranks of

ABDUL REHMAN Border Security Force remember its

gallant Jawan Constable Abdul
Rehman Sarkhali on his Balidan
Diwas. On this day, he sustained fatal
injuries while fighting militants in Bag
E-Mehtab, Budgam area, J&K. He

fought bravely and made supreme sacrifice in the line of duty. His
sacrifice and gallant action have been aptly recognized by GOI by
awarding him with PMG (Posthumously).

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) be considered secure?
Why would it not be possible to
manipulate EVMs as well?” he
told reporters in Lucknow.
While Uttar Pradesh State Elec-
tricity Consumer Council alleges
that “forced shift to prepaid
mode” led to the protest, officials
from the power corporation say
they are following the directions
of the central government.

Amid the escalating situ-
ation, power corporation offi-
cials worked through Sunday to
address grievances and clarify
doubtsonsmart metersand pre-
paid billing guidelines.

The government has paused
new installations in an attempt
to contain protests, but demon-

strations have continued. Con-
fusion persists over whether pre-
paid meters can be made man-
datory under the Central
Electricity Authority’s 2022
guidelines.

In Parliament last month,
Khattar clarified that prepaid
smart meters are not mandatory
for all consumers and are not
being forced on households.
Vermasaid this fuelled protests.

“Out of 85 lakh installed
smart meters in UP, nearly 75
lakh consumers have shifted to
prepaid mode without proper
consent — a violation of the
Electricity Act,2003.” Thisweek,
as criticism grew, UP’s Power
Minister AK Sharma hit back at
the Opposition, accusing them
of “doing politics” over smart
meters. He also said that elec-
tricity supply had “improved
drastically” after smart meters
were installed. He also dis-
missed allegations of higher
power bills, saying “machines
are not biased”. Accordingto
UPPCL Director (Commercial)
Prashant Verma, of the state’s 3.6
crore consumers, around 851akh
smart meters have been in-
stalled, with about 5 lakh
checked following complaints.
“Theissuesrelated toautomatic
disconnections since March
have been taken up, with some
relief given to small domestic
consumers,” he said.

Man held for rape-murder of 3-yr-old
in Pune got ‘benefit of doubt’ in 2015

In such cases, the court
noted, it is necessary to prove
clearly and beyond reasonable
doubt that the victim was a
minor. Since no valid docu-
ment was available to establish
this, the offence under the
POCSO Act “could not be at-
tracted” against the accused, it
said. The court also observed
that noindependent witnesses
were examined, and that the
victim's aunt was an “inter-
ested witness”. Even as the ac-
cused pleaded not guilty, the
defence submitted that the ac-
cused and the victim's family
had aland dispute, on account
of which he had been falsely
implicated. The defence also
argued that the accused was a
relative of the victim, with six
daughters and a son, making it
highly improbable that he
would act in such a manner.

“Consideringthe consistent
suggestions by the defence, the
possibility of land disputes be-
tween family of victim and ac-
cused cannot be ruled out and
thereby, possibility of false im-
plication is also not completely
ruled out,” the court said.

The court also pointed out
that the prosecution could not
prove the alleged incident and
offences beyond reasonable
doubt.

“Therefore, the benefit of
doubt goes in favour of the ac-
cused,” it stated.

Sankhadeep Banerjee (left)
receives the award in Chennai
on Sunday. ExPrESS

Indian Express
photographer
wins ACJaward

Express News Service
Mumbai, May 3

THE INDIAN Express photog-
rapher Sankhadeep Banerjee
has won the Photojournalism
category of the Asian College of
Journalism (ACJ) Journalism
Awards 2025, the Ashish Ye-
chury Memorial Award for
Photojournalism, for hisimage
titled “Protestors at rest”.

The photograph, capturedin
Mumbailastyear, showsabird’s-
eyeview of hundreds of Maratha
quota protestorslyingacross the
floor of Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
haraj Terminus at midnight, of-
feringa powerful visual of pause
amid a prolonged agitation. The
award was presented to Baner-
jee on Sunday, coinciding with
World Press Freedom Day, at a
ceremony held in Chennai.

The awards recognise excel-
lence across reporting, writing
and visual storytelling.

'Newborn, health worker

die at hospital; probe on

Shubham Tigga
Ranchi, May 3

AN ADIVASI health worker and
hernewbornsondied duringde-
livery at a community health
centreinJharkhand’s Seraikela-
Kharsawan district, with the
procedure allegedly conducted
using mobile phone flashlights
during a power outage. A probe
hasbeen ordered after the family
alleged negligence.

Theincident occurred at the
Community Health Centre in
the Rajnagar police station area.

Durgacharan Banra alleged
when he had brought his preg-
nant wife Binita Banra —a com-
munity health worker from
Hathisiringvillage, to the hospi-
tal Wednesday, she was “healthy
and walking normally”. She re-
mained stable through Wednes-
daynight and Thursday, but late
atnight, when he briefly stepped
away, nurses allegedly shifted
her to the delivery room, he
claimed. “When I returned, a
nurse came panicking and
asked if I was with the patient. I
was with my father's sister and
my older paternal aunt. Irushed
to the delivery room and saw
there wasnodoctorand noelec-
tricity.

The nurses were forced to
conduct the delivery without
power. I used my mobile phone

. flashlight while they were doing

the delivery,” he alleged He
claimed that he urged nurses to
conduct a surgery, but his re-
quests were ignored. “She kept
getting weaker and losing
energy. Finally, the baby came
out breathless and at the same
time, my wife also lost her life,”
hesaid.

Banra further alleged that
after the deaths, staff shouted at
him and asked him to leave.
“After some time, I booked a ve-
hicle and took my wife the same
night. Despite her deteriorating
condition, she was neither given
adequate treatment nor referred
in time to a higher facility, and
demanded strict action,” he al-
leged, adding he would ap-
proachthe police. The deceased
is survived by two daughters.
Following the incident, officials
reached the hospital and as-
sured an inquity.

Seraikela-Kharsawan Dep-
uty Commissioner Nitish
Kumar Singh said a committee
has been formed to probe the
incidentand areportisexpected
soon.

“The commiittee is conduct-
inganinvestigation, and we will
be able to share the findings by
tomorrow evening. The woman
died duetopostpartumhaemor-
rhage. The baby was found en-
tangled in the umbilical cord,
leading to choking during the
delivery,” he said.

Day after 4 kids murdered at home, mother’s body found in drain

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, May 3

A DAY after her four minor
children were found at their
home in Uttar Pradesh’s Am-
bedkar Nagar on Saturday, the
35-year-old woman was found
dead in a drain near the home

had gone missing. After receiv-
ing a complaint, police on Sat-
urday entered the Akbarpur
area house, which was locked
from inside, and found the
bodies lying on a bed. Investi-
gators suspect the children —
aged 14, 12,10 and 8 — may
have been drugged before
being hit on the head and

aftertalking to her husband on
Friday night.

Her husband, Niyaz
Ahmed lives in Saudi Arabia
and has not returned home for
fouryears. Akbarpur police sta-
tion house officer, Srinivas Pan-
dey said that about a year ago,
the woman had travelled to
Saudi Arabiaand found out her

PTIreported Superintendent
of Police Prachi Singh assaying
onSunday thattheylocated the
woman’sbodyinthedrainwith
the help of CCTV footage while
they were searching for her.
Her husband confirmed her
identity after they sent him a
photograph of her face, she
said. The woman’s body has

ruling out suicide, murder or
foul play. During preliminary
investigation, police had earlier
found that the kids’ father had
called hisbrothertocheckinon
his family after repeated phone
calls went unanswered on Sat-
urday. The brother then found
the houselocked from inside.
He then called the police,
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How India’s
new emergency
messaging
system works

Bhaskar Sarma
New Delhi, May 3

ONSATURDAY morning, many smartphonesacrossIndia
suddenly played a sharp beeping sound, accompanied by
vibrations. A pop-up message flashed on screensin English,
Hindi and other languages with the headline “extremely
severe alert”.

While many may have been taken aback, thiswas a
pan-India test of amass broadcast system — called cell
broadcast —to alert people during natural or manmade
disasters. At present, the government issues disaster
alerts through SMS, which can be missed by many. The
cell broadcast technology is more difficult to miss. While
tests have been on for some time now in India, this was
the first time this took place on such a scale.

The technology

Cell broadcastis a method of simultaneously sending
short messages to multiple mobile phones within a de-
fined geographic area. It can reach a very large number of
devices at once, or, in case of hazards that affect only a
small area, be sent tojust alimited number of handsets,
accordingto the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU),aUN agency. The system overrides any net-
work congestion, allowing messages to be delivered in-
stantaneously.

It was developed in the early 1990s by the European
Telecommunications Standards Institute, with inputs
from telecom operators and equipment makers across
Europe. First demonstrated in 1997 in Paris, the technol-
ogy is considered an international best practice and is
now used by more than 30
countries. The alerts are
also adaptable to specific
requirements, such asa
user’slanguage.

For India, the Centre
for Development of Tele-
matics under the Depart-
ment of Telecommunica-
tions has developed this
technology. A timeline for
acomplete roll-out is
unclear. Currently, India’s
SMS-based alert system is
operational across all
states and Union
Territories.

* BESTPRACTICE

® Among thefirst to adopt it
was Japanin 2007.In Asia,
South Korea and Singapore have
also deployed nationwide alert
systems over the past decade

® The USrolled out its Wireless
Emergency Alerts systemin
2012. Across Europe, countries
adopted similar systems under
the EU-Alert framework, es-
pecially after a2018 directive

How it works

As part of day-to-day network functionality, cell
towers communicate with phones within their reach,
providing information such as the network it is
connected to, according to the GSM Association, a global
body that represents network operators. The technology
that enables this is known broadly as cell broadcast. Gov-
ernment authorities can harness this one-way communi-
cation system to issue emergency alerts.

The system essentially works by sending a single
message from a mobile network tower to all phones con-
nected to that tower at the same time, instead of sending
individual SMSes. “Visitors to the target area, including
from abroad, will also receive alerts, and even in their
own language if the system is multi-language enabled,”
the GSM association says.

Why this system matters

Cell broadcast technology uses no personal data. Mo-
bile phones can receive messages without the need for
users to share phone numbers or location data. It needs
no app or subscription. The only requirement is that the
phoneis switched on and configured to accept such
messages.

It is much more conspicuous than SMS owing to its
distinct alert tones and vibration. This can draw people’s
attention evenin noisy environments. It will override all
ongoing tasks on a mobile phone, including calls, and
would be delivered even when the device is on silent or
do-not-disturb mode.

As climate-related disasters such as flash floods, ex-
treme temperatures, and cyclones become more
frequent and severe — including in India — technologies
such as cell broadcast become extremely important.

® EDUCATION
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SUKAP SHARMA & ANIL SASI

THE WEST Asia war has driven oil prices
into a highly volatile phase, with vessel
movement effectively halted through the
Strait of Hormuz, one of the most critical
maritime chokepoints for global energy
flows. So far, the price surge appears muted
compared with the surge in oil benchmarks
triggered by the Russia-Ukraine war in
2022. But that’s not the complete picture.
Since the war began, the highest Brent
crude — one of the oil benchmarks — has
traded at about $126 per barrel. It ended last
week at about $108 per barrel. But in reality,
refiners in various parts of the world have
likely been paying a lot more. Reports sug-
gest that barrels have changed hands at
even $150 per barrel, significantly higher
than the exchange-traded benchmarks.
Qil price levels generally quoted in re-
ports, seen on television news tickers, and
available on commodity exchanges can be
significantly different from the actual price
thatrefiners pay for the barrels, particularly
during supply crises. And that is because,
like other commodity markets, the oil mar-
ket comprises not one but two markets: a
paper market and a physical market.

The two markets

The difference between the paper mar-
ket and the physical market is largely de-
fined by the timing of delivery and the ac-
tual intent to buy and use the oil. The paper
market consists of financial front-month
futures contracts, which are essentially
promises to buy oil at a future date. These
contracts are usually for about one-two
months hence. And these are the prices
quoted most often as benchmark prices.

But are these the prices at which re-
finers are striking deals today to get oil to
feed their refineries over the next few
weeks? Absolutely not. The price they pay
is based on the supply situation in the
physical market, where oil is actually
bought and sold for refinery operations, not
just for trading,.

In effect, the two markets price different
things: paper market prices the future ex-
pectation, while the physical market prices
the immediate demand-supply realities.
When all’s well with oil supplies globally,
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A man stands in the water as ships line the horizon in the Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas in Iran. ap

the prices in the two markets are usually
well-aligned. But in times of supply crises
— like the unprecedented closure of the
Strait of Hormuz — the divergence can be
yawning.

The Strait’s effective closure has taken
millions of barrels of oil a day off the mar-
ket, marking the largest supply disruption
in the history of the global oil market, ac-
cordingto the International Energy Agency
(IEA). The Strait of Hormuz accounted for
abouta fifth of global oil and liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) flows. Refiners cannot rely on
the paper market, and in times of supply
disruptions, move to procure oil even at ex-
orbitant prices as supply security takes
precedence over price considerations.

Backwardation

Amid the current supply disruption, the
paper market appears to belie the truth
somewhat, given that the physical market
is really stretched. The dissonance here is
somewhat similar to the stock market op-
timism globally, with the S&P 500 inching
back to its pre-war levels despite there
being no sign of conflict resolution.

Much ofthis optimism in the American
stock markets could be on account of the
Al buildup, even as the oil sector does not
have a parallel tojustify the hope that prices
would come down. The paper market evi-

Estimates
vsreality

The lower price
of paper barrels
for future
delivery than
physical barrels
forimmediate
supply is termed
backwardation

Put simply, it
means that the
market doesn’t

expect the
supply
disruption and
high prices tolast
toolong

dently believes that the supply situation is
expected to ease significantly in a couple of
months, even as the physical market
grapples with scarcity. Focusing only on
paper market prices can result in compla-
cency about the dynamics of oil flows.

The lower price of paper barrels for fu-
ture delivery than physical barrels for im-
mediate supply is referred to as “backwar-
dation”, which is a market structure in
which the commodity’s immediate avail-
ability isworth alot more than its availabil-
ity a few months down the road. Put
simply, it means that the market — cur-
rently facing supply tightness — doesn’t ex-
pect the supply disruption and high prices
tolast too long.

“...the Dated-to-Frontline (DFL) Brent
benchmark has reached levels of $25 per
barrel. The DFL represents the premium
that Brent physical barrels (Dated Brent)
forimmediate loading (typically 10-30 days
ahead, current May) command over the
Brent Futures front month (now pricing
June). The explosion from a couple of dol-
lars to an average $21 per barrel in the first
week of April highlights the time value of
‘ASAP’ (assoon as possible) barrels over fu-
ture-delivery barrels,” Rystad Energy said
in an April 20 note.

Notably, when the war began, it was the
paper market that got spooked first, with

futures surging, while physical market
prices remained stable as there wasnoim-
mediate impact on oil flows in an oversup-
plied market. But as the war progressed, the
supply tightness became a reality, making
immediate barrels much more valuable
than futures contracts.

Theroad ahead

The Strait of Hormuz has been closed
for nearly two months now. While Asia is
the most impacted so far, oil shortage could
hit Europe, and potentially the US if this
goes on for long.

Since the physical market is about the
current and actual demand-supply scen-
ario, geography plays a key role in real
prices paid by refiners, apart from the
quality of oil. With supplies to Asia hit the
hardest, Asian oil importers are scrambling
for barrels and consequently paying higher
prices than their peers in some other parts
oftheworld. But asthey increasingly com-
pete with the rest of the globe to secure
energy supplies, prices elsewhere would
alsorise further.

While analysts expect some level of
backwardation to continue, futures prices
could rise significantly if the market stops
pricingin aresolution of the war, or at least
opening of the Strait of Hormuz, in the near
term. If that indeed happens, the delta be-
tween prices in the physical market and the
paper market would contract. Else, the gap
between physical and paper barrels will
continue to be at supernormal levels.

“Iranisblockingbasically all of the traf-
fic passing through, while letting through
some of their own tankers and a few others.
But now the US has set up this blockade as
well, which is stopping the Iranian tankers
leaving too. And so we’re essentially at a
stalemate here... My hunch is that if these
talks do not reach a breakthrough of some
sort in the next couple of weeks, this could
be along-drawn affair. That’s when reality
will hit home. Prices are goingto surge and
this difference between the spot and fu-
tures price will narrow suddenly,” an oil in-
dustry veteran with experience in the ship-
ping sector told The Indian Express.

Evenifthere’sabreakthrough, there are
impediments, such as mines that Iran has
laid along the Strait. The US military says it
could take six months to make sure no
mines are left in the Strait of Hormuz. Even
if the Strait is reopened but there are still
some mines in the sea, one incident of a
ship sufferingdamage due toa mine could
again severely cripple vessel flows through
the waterway.

Why India’s new helicopter-launched naval missile ‘hits different’

Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, May 3

LAST WEEK, the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and
the Indian Navy successfully test-launched
a salvo of short-range anti-ship missiles
from a helicopter off the Odisha coast.
These indigenously developed missiles,
called the Naval Anti-Ship Missile Short
Range (NASM-SR), are to be deployed from
ship-borne helicopters.

This was the platform’s first successful
salvo test — multiple launches in quick
succession — wherein two such missiles
were launched from the same chopper.
While the Navy already has helicopter-
launched missiles, the NASM-SR offers a
potential upgrade.

Role of the missiles

A helicopter-launched system, such as
NASM-SR, allows a navy to engage hostile
vessels from a safe distance.

The Indian Navy already possesses the
British-origin Sea Eagle anti-ship missile,
whichit has equipped its Sea King 42B heli-

copterswith. Stationed on ships, these heli-
copters can take off, strike a target from a
relatively close range, and then return to
the ship.

The Sea Eagles are 1980s-era missiles,
lacking many modern capabilities. One of
its key issues was its weight: a single missile
weighs around 580 kg.

In the early 2010s, the DRDO began
working on a lighter, modern, and home-
grown missile that could be carried in
higher numbersin helicopters. The NASM-
SR’s first successful flight test was con-
ducted in May 2022.

Anatomy of the missile

The NASM-SR uses a solid propulsion
booster rocket that gives the missile its first
thrust and a long-burn sustainer engine
that keeps it flying for longer.

One of its key subsystems include the
seeker — a sensor that detects and tracks
the target. It also has a radio altimeter de-
vice that measures height from the ground
or sea. Another critical component is a
high-bandwidth two-way data link system
that allows real-time communication be-

Development

partners

® Premier DRDO labs
in Hyderabad, Pune,
and Chandigarh
were part of the de-
velopment process

® The missilesare
being produced by
private sector
partners with the
help of MSMEs,
startups, and others

The NASM-MR missile was tested last week.
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

tween the missile and operator sitting in
the helicopter, DRDO said.

One missile weighs around 380 kg: 200
kglighterthan the Sea Eagle. Its SS-km range,
however, is lower than the Sea Eagle’s 110
km. When the NASM-SR miissile is within a
certain distance of its target, a radio prox-
imity fuse detonates its explosive device.

The hits

Many modern navies have helicopter-
launched missiles with two features: “man-
in-loop” and “waterline hit”.

“Man-in-loop” means thata human op-
erator can change the missile’s path even
whenit’s mid-flight. In acrowded maritime
environment, this reduces the risk of hit-
ting non-combatants and makes the mis-
sile more adaptable. The Navy and DRDO
successfully tested this feature in February
2025. In contrast, Sea Eagles are “fire-and-
forget” missiles.

A “waterline hit” means the missile
strikes a ship at orjust above theline where
the hull meets the water. One of the ship’s
most vulnerable parts, damage here can
cause water to rapidly flood the vessel and
disable or sinkit. The Sea Eagle has no spe-
cific waterline hit capabilities.

The salvo test

Demonstrating a salvolaunch shows the
ability to overwhelm shipborne defence
systems. The missile can maintain a sea-
skimming trajectory and accurately lock
onto the most vulnerable part of the target.

The quick answers trap: Is Al in top colleges helping students or adding to stress

l o

EXPERT EXPLAINS

BY RAJEEV KUMAR

FORMER PROFESSOR OF COMPUTER
SCIENCE AT IIT KHARAGPUR, IIT KANPUR,
BITS PILANI, AND JNU

THE LAUNCH of ChatGPT in November
2022 accelerated the adoption of Gener-
ative Al (GenAl) across domains. It is now
widely used in education, research, and in-
dustry to improve productivity and work
quality, and isincreasingly treated asan as-
sistive technology. Despite concerns about
the impact on jobs, GenAl has quickly be-
come embedded in everyday academic
and professional workflows.

In academia, adoption has been par-
ticularly rapid in India’s premier technical
institutions, such as Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs), Birla Institute of Tech-
nology and Science (BITS) Pilani, and Na-
tional Institutes of Technology (NITS).

GenAl tools provide on-demand access
to explanations, problem-solving support,
and coding assistance, effectively function-
ing as 24x7 tutors at students’ fingertips.
While this improves access to guidance and
reduces dependence on institutional re-
sources, it raises a key question: Is GenAl
reducing academic stress or intensifying
it? The question is especially relevant given
the high number of student suicides re-
ported in these colleges, owing to a variety
of factors.

GenAlI-driven ecosystem

The recent proliferation of Artificial In-
telligence/Machine Learning (AI/ML) has
penetrated academia more rapidly than
the earlier cycles of Al development. While
AThasevolved since thelate 1950s, its direct

integration into daily life accelerated with
the rise of conversational systems such as
Google Assistant in the mid-2010s.

A decisive shift followed the public re-
lease of ChatGPT in November 2022, mark-
ing the widespread adoption of large lan-
guage models (LLMs). These systems
generate text, code, images, and other con-
tent from large datasets, and are called
GenAl

Within academia, students rely on tools
such as Google Gemini, DeepSeek and Gi-
tHub Copilot for tasks including report
drafting and assignment preparation.
These tools function as assistive techno-
logies, but at the same time, they are shift-
ing learning from deep engagement with
problems to effective querying, placing
greater emphasis on prompt formulation
than on independent reasoning,

LLMs are probabilistic systemsand can
produce errors, inconsistencies, or mis-
leading outputs. Over-reliance without
verification may affect conceptual under-
standing and academic rigour. This evol-

ving ecosystem brings both efficiency gains
and new challenges in education.

Gapintheecosystem

Traditionally, teaching and learning in
premier educational institutes focused on
analysis, design, and application of knowl-
edge rather than rote memorisation. Given
concepts and mathematical formulations,
students were expected to apply them to
solve problems. Many examinations were
open-book, allowing the use of reference
material while assessing analytical and
problem-solving ability. Preparation in-
volved selecting relevant material, organ-
ising notes, and developing approaches —
processes that ensured deep engagement.

With the advent of LLMs, this is chang-
ing. The effort invested in reading, organ-
ising material, and working independently
through problems has declined. Students
are increasingly relying on querying Al sys-
tems for solutions. As a result, emphasis
shifts from internalising concepts to re-
trieving answers on demand. While this

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

could be more efficient, it reduces sus-
tained thinking and limits the develop-
ment of independent analytical skills.

Effects on academic stress

The widespread adoption of GenAl is
introducing a set of specific though inter-
linked stress intensifiers in academic en-
vironments:

® Dependence and reduced confi-
dence: Frequentreliance on Al-generated
solutions shifts competence from self to
system, weakening confidence in unaided
problem-solving. Over time, this reduces
persistence in tackling complex problems
independently.

® Al-drivenbenchmarking: Student
performance is increasingly measured —
directly or indirectly — against Al-gener-
ated outputs that are faster, more struc-
tured, and often appear near-ideal. It raises
evaluation standards, leaveslittle room for
iterative thinking or minor errors, and
fosters constant comparison with peers
and machine outputs.

New Delhi

® Competitive pressure driven by
Fear of Missing Out (FOMO): With all-
time access to GenAl, students feel com-
pelled to use these tools to avoid falling be-
hind. It creates a continuous pressure to
match Al-augmented productivity, often
prioritising speed and output over deep
understanding.

® Learning-evaluation mismatch:
While GenAlis widely used for coursework
and preparation, itis typically restricted in
examinations and interviews. This creates
a dual environment, forcing abrupt shifts
to unaided performance, leading to
anxiety, self-doubt, and a sense of unpre-
paredness during high-stakes assessments.

® Ethics undefined: The absence of
clear norms on acceptable Al use creates
uncertainty and internal conflict. Students
must constantly decide how much reliance
is appropriate, increasing stress while
raising concerns about academic integrity.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM/EXPLAINED
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The decision whether or not to bear a
child is central to a woman’s life, to her
well-being and dignity.

— Ruth Bader Ginsburg
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES US ALL

On abortion, SC places
the woman at the centre

HE SUPREME Court’s insistence that an unwanted

pregnancy cannot be imposed — least of all upon a

minor — and its dismissal of a curative plea filed by

the All India Institute of Medical Sciences contesting
the Court’s decision to allow a 15-year-old rape survivor to ter-
minate her 30-week pregnancy, is a welcome reaffirmation of
reproductive autonomy as a fundamental right grounded in
dignity and bodily integrity. The apex court’s framing of the
issue — “unwanted pregnancies cannot be burdened on the
woman”, and the state must “respect a citizen’s autonomy of
choice” — comes at a time when abortion is increasingly being
framed as a choice between competing lives, not just in India
butglobally. It signals that constitutional guarantees cannot be
diluted by medical paternalism.

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act of 1971 was,
for its time, a forward-looking statute that recognised the perils
of unsafe, clandestine abortions, even if it remained contingent
onthe consentof doctors, partners and family members. Its 2021
amendment expanded gestational limits for certain categories
of vulnerable women and gave greater primacy to privacy and
choice. Thelandmark Xv. Principal Secretary, Health and Family
Welfare Dept (2022) verdict broadened the categories of women
who fall within the Act’sambit. Yet, in recent years, this trajectory
has been complicated by an increasing contestation over foetal
viability, exposing tensions within a law that is still structured as
an exception to criminality and still framed as conditional per-
mission rather than an enforceable right. In October 2023, a Su-
preme Court bench declined to permit the termination of a 26-
week pregnancy, effectively privileging foetal viability over the
woman’s choice. Since then, several high courts have moved in
the same direction. In February 2024, a 32-week pregnant
widow’s plea for an abortion was also denied by the apex court
onsimilar grounds despite compelling claims of mental distress.

In urging Parliament to revisit the statutory framework —
particularly to remove gestational limits in cases involving
minor survivors of rape — and in emphasising that the law
must evolve to prioritise dignity, the CJI-led bench has given
theissue a consequential turn. A rights-based legislative frame-
work — one in which reproductive autonomy is the presump-
tion and medical oversight serves as a safeguard — will not re-
solve every complexity. But clear statutory standards can guide
doctors without displacing the primacy of the patient’s in-
formed decision, while time-bound procedures can prevent
the delays that turn choices into crises. None of this will elim-
inate the ethical difficulty of late-term terminations, nor should
it pretend to. But it would ensure that the weight of such deci-
sions is not made heavier by the law itself.

The next fuel shift: More
ethanolin the tank

HE MINISTRY of Road Transport and Highways hasis-

sued a draft notification proposing the recognition of

85 per cent ethanol-blended petrol (E85) and even 100

per cent ethanol (E100) as automotive fuels. This is as
against the 20 per cent blend (E20) that has already been achieved
and made mandatory for all petrol sold in India from April 2026.
Thedraftamendments to the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989,
once approved, will pave the way for the introduction of flex-fuel
vehicles that can run on E85, if not 100 per cent ethanol. While
the vehicles manufactured since April 2023 are E20-compliant,
compatibility with higher blends will require major overhaul of
internal combustion engines and auto parts towithstand any po-
tential corrosion from the hygroscopic (moisture-absorbing)
property of ethanol.

The timing of the move is significant, coming amid the un-
precedented energy supply shock caused by the conflictin West
Asia and closure of the Strait of Hormuz. Oil marketing com-
panies (OMCs) are now realising around Rs 75 for every litre of
petrol, net of dealer commission and taxes. At this price, they are
reportedly losing roughly Rs 14 per litre. The ex-refinery price of
petrol, thus, hastobe atleast Rs 89 per litre for them to absorb the
higher cost ofimported crude. Compare thisto the Rs 60.73-71.86
per litre that distilleries are fetching for the ethanol they are supp-
lying to OMCs. Simply put, ethanol derived from sugarcane,
maize and rice is today cheaper than petrol refined from crude
oil. It strengthens the case to incentivise the rollout of flex-fuel
vehicles along with separate dispensing units in fuel stations for
higher ethanol blends.

Thatsaid, global crude prices may not sustain at $110-per-bar-
rel levels beyond a time. The ethanol industry must prioritise
long-term cost competitiveness, which means raising cane and
grainyields per acre and breeding varieties with higher sugar and
starch recoveries. Nor should it expect the government to make
available subsidised rice from the Food Corporation of India’s go-
downs. Also, it’s not desirable to produce ethanol from water-
guzzling rice. More effort is required to promote sweet sorghum,
bajraand other millets as sustainable feedstocks for ethanol pro-
duction, offering fermentation efficiencies comparable to maize
or sugarcane. There’s no doubt, however, that the current oil
shockis an inflection point for biofuels — and for Indian policy-
makerstothinkbeyond incremental ethanol blending. Thetime
for flex fuels has, indeed, arrived.

FREEZE FRAME BY EP UNNY

Removing One
I:-'[é, Hovmuz Bloc.

- After Hormuz disruption, Asia should

build an energy security alliance
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ATIH BIROL, executive director

of the International Energy

Agency (IEA), said last month that

“we are facing the biggest energy

security threat in history”, worse
than the aggregate impact of the crises
sparked by the Yom Kippur War 0of 1973, the
Iranian Revolution of 1979 and the Russia-
Ukraine conflict that began in 2022. He
should know, as the organisation he heads
was established as a result of the Yom Kippur
War. The latter triggered the quadrupling of
crude oil prices ($2.90/bblin October 1973 to
$11.90 in January 1974) and a global reces-
sion. Initsaftermath in January 1974, US Sec-
retary of State Henry Kissinger invited the
leaders of the Western world to a conference
in Washington, DC. Kissinger’s objective was
to create a mechanism by which Western
countries could counter the cartel of the Or-
ganisation of Arab Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OAPEC) and manage and miti-
gate future supply disruptions. The IEA was
the outcome of this conference.

Fifty-two yearson, in the wake of the clo-
sure of the Strait of Hormuz, India should
lead a call for the petroleum-importing coun-
tries of Asia to create asimilar institution, but
with a broader threefold purpose. One, to
safeguard the rights of individual member
countries to free and unencumbered navi-

gation passage through the maritime straits
in Asia; two, to counter the pricing power of
Middle East exporters through the lever of
their aggregate purchasing strength; and
three, to harness the complementary tech-
nical, financial and human assets of
members to accelerate the pace of the green
energy transition. Such an institution could
be called the Asian Energy Collaborative
Compact (AECC).

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz has
had a dual impact on Asian oil-import-de-
pendent countries. It has led to an energy
shortage and highlighted the risks of expo-
sure to maritime chokepoints. The closure
has trapped 13 million barrels of petroleum
(and its derivatives) in the straits. The bulk
of this quantity (approximately 85 per cent)
is destined for the Asian markets. As a re-
sult, a number of Asian countries are cur-
rently facing an energy-supply crisis. The
Philippines has declared a national energy
emergency;Japan hascutbackonferryand
bus services, and India has rationed the
supply of LPG to commercial establish-
ments. China has also put the brakes on do-
mestic consumption, although the impact
has been buffered by substitute supplies
from Russia and adrawdown of stocks from
its strategic reserves.

Beyond this physical con-
straint, the closure has alerted
countries to their vulnerability to
other nautical chokepoints. Aside
from the Strait of Hormuz, their
energy supplies have to cross the
Strait of Malacca and, further east,
the Taiwan Strait and the South
China Sea. These maritime pas-
sagesareinthe high seasand under
the UN Convention on the Law of
theSea, alsoreferred toasthe “con-

The closure has alerted
countries to their vulnerability
to other nautical chokepoints.
Aside from the Strait of
Hormuz, their energy supplies
have to cross the Strait of
Malacca, the Taiwan Strait and
the South China Sea

stitution of the oceans”, all ships are assured
the right of “innocent passage”. The Iranian
action has breached this right and created a
precedent that compels reflection on the
counterfactual. What if the Strait of Malacca
(through which 60 per cent of all seaborne
trade to and from East Asia passes) were
choked? What if the flow of merchandise
traffic through the Taiwan Strait and/or the
South China Sea were impeded by regula-
tory restrictions and/or tolls? What pipeline
configurations, over land and under watet,
might enable countries to create supply lines
that avoid exposure to such blocks?

These concerns are common to most
Asian countriesirrespective of their political
system, ideology or stage of economic devel-
opment. They can and should therefore be
discussed conjointly. The AECC could pro-
vide a forum for such discussions.

The “Asian Premium” (the price differen-
tial between the price paid for crude oil by
Asian countries to Middle Eastern exporters
and the North Seabenchmark price) ranged
between $3 and $6 per barrel before the start
of the conflict. It widened to $60 per barrel
after the start of the bombing,. It has come
down ssince, but theinitial increase warrants
the question: Was the steepness of the hike
in prices, freight rates and insurance pre-
miums due entirely to tightening
supply and inelastic demand? Or
was it also because of asymmetric
bargaining, that is, the fact that
Asian importers failed to leverage
their aggregate purchasing power?

Kissinger convened the leader-
ship of the Western world in Janu-
ary 1974 to counter OAPEC. My sug-
gestion is that AECC should be set
up to secure a similar objective. It
should develop mechanisms that,

whilst not impeding a country’s ability to
trade independently, enable the membersto
negotiate collectively to secure better supply
terms and reduced freight and insurance
costs. Inaddition, AECC should provide real-
time market intelligence on supply dis-
ruptions, infrastructure incidents and geo-
politics. This information is currently
provided by the IEA, but Asiashould haveits
own bespoke agency. IEA has a Western
skew asit worksunder the OECD’sumbirella.

Theexit of the UAE from OPEC s further
evidence of the fractured relationships
amongst the Gulf oil exporters and the ter-
minal volatility of the international petro-
leum market. It deepensthe urgency for Asia
to shift away from fossils towards renew-
ables. Most, if not all, Asian countries have a
green energy strategy in place, and some
have made impressive progress. But no
country has successfully scaled up renew-
ables to dominance in its energy consump-
tion basket. The question arises: How can
this shift be accelerated? One proposition
that primafacie seems fanciful would be for
Asian countriestoleverage their green assets
(technology, finance, mineral and metal re-
sources, human talent) toidentify and tackle
areas of overlapping interests regarding the
green transition. The proposition is fanciful
because, unlike the IEA, Asian countries do
notshare acommon political ideology or sys-
tem. But the region does have a common
purpose in decarbonisation and energy se-
curity. So, in its third role as an energy think
tank, AECC should research how best the
complementary assets of its members can
be combined to generate a positive-sum
green outcome.

The writer is chairman and distinguished fellow,
CSEP Research Foundation

Don’t fall for Mythos hype,
India needs its own models

()

PRANESH
PRAKASH

Finding
zero-day
vulnerabilities
isdifferent from
weaponising
them at scale.
Many of the
vulnerabilities
found by
Mythos weren’t
exploitable

YTHOS, ANTHROPIC’S

proprietarylarge language

model (LLM), has been

deemed too dangerous for

elease because it is said to

excel at discovering security vulnerabil-

itiesin software. Under Project Glasswing,

Anthropic has provided exclusive access

to the US government and select Ameri-

can software vendors to uncover vulner-

abilities. Some have urged India to “ur-

gently seek participation in Project

Glasswing”. Pleading with the US for ac-

cess concedes digital sovereignty without
helping our cyber-defences.

It is true that frontier LLMs upend tradi-
tional cybersecurity —but notin the way the
Mythos hype suggests. While Mythos has
been able to find security problems in impor-
tant software like Linux, OpenBSD, and Fire-
fox, thistook thousands of attemptsand alot
of money. Cybersecurity firm Aisle found
thatitcould replicate many of Mythos’s find-
ings using a frontier open-source LLM. A
single Linux developer running an open-
source LLM on a laptop has found several
dozen bugs so far. A paper by Hanzhi Liu et
al also discovered 10 unknown (“zero-day”)
vulnerabilities in Google Chrome using an
open-source LLM. The paper concluded that
using open-source LLMslocally was not only
powerful but the only economically viable
option for large-scale deployment.

Finding zero-day vulnerabilities is dif-
ferent from weaponising them at scale.
Many vulnerabilities found by Mythos
weren’t exploitable. Most successful cyber-
attacks are from known-but-unpatched
vulnerabilities along with alack of defence-
in-depth, rather than the zero-day vulner-
abilities at the core of the Mythos hype. In
the race of modern cybersecurity, accessto
powerful open-source LLMs that can be
run cost-efficiently at scale is far more criti-
cal than having the best LLM.

Clement Delangue, Huggingface’s CEO,
points out that “the Mythos moment” is
asymmetrical in its impact: It helps the de-
fenders more when it comes to Free and
Open Source Software (FOSS), but attackers
more when it comesto proprietary software.
FOSS relies on openness for security, cap-
tured in the dictum “given enough eyeballs,

all bugs are shallow”. Delangue argues that
since LLMs can now read even stripped bi-
naries, legacy proprietary software running
in critical information infrastructure (CII) is
legible to automated analysis and attacks.
But FOSS is better protected since indepen-
dent developers can use diverse Al tool-
chains (aslongasthey aren’t regulated away)
to find and fix bugs — “given enough eye-
balls” evolves into “given enough eyeballs,
Al agents and computing power”. As with
previous generations of bug-finding auto-
mation, we now need toadopt LLMsaswell;
not doing so will give the attackers a leg up.
The hype around LLMSs’ security implica-
tions is largely true; that around Mythos
largelyisn't.

US officials and Big Tech firms have com-
pared advanced LLMs todigital nukes, hop-
ing to erect regulatory barriers to competi-
tion from Chinese and Indian companies,
who are mostly working releasing open
weights/open-source LLMs. Accepting that
would harm our cybersecurity posture by de-
creasing access to open-source LLMs and
slowing innovation and the spread of the
benefits of Al

If India’s CII depends on proprietary
American LLMs, our cyber-immune system
can be revoked by a whim of US foreign pol-
icy. Butisn’t Chinaa potential threataswell?
Yes, but this isn’t a conflict between US and
Chinese tech; it is a battle between depend-
ency and the digital sovereignty that FOSS
and open-source Al systems enable — once
available under an open licence, code and
models can be modified and run locally.
Relyingon proprietary LLMs (that too, made
for asingle chip architecture) for national se-
curity is a supply-chain risk. The idea that
only access to Mythos can secure our infra-
structure is the inverse of the truth.

In 2019, OpenAlinitially held that GPT-
2wastoo dangeroustorelease, though that
was clearly false. Now Anthropic is saying
the same thing. We should learn to ignore
such self-serving hype and urgently push
for FOSS and open-source Al model adop-
tion for the sake of our digital sovereignty
and security.

The writer is a tech law and policy analyst.
Views are personal
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May Day is relevant for Gen /.
thastobe made aware

OR MANY in GenZ, International Workers’ Day or May
Day is little more than a symbolic holiday, detached
from its origins in the Haymarket Affair and from the
struggles that shaped modern work. This fading mem-
ory reflects a deeper transformation. At a moment
when Al is redefining labour, a generation entering one of the
most uncertain labour regimes in decades is also the least con-
nected to the movements that once secured workers’ rights.

The classical imagery of labour — factory floors, textile mills,

dockyards — hassteadily receded from everyday life. Inits place
has emerged a digitised, fragmented regime of work. Platforms
shaped by companies like OpenAl and Google are restructuring
labour. Yet Al has not eliminated labour; it has redistributed it
into less visible, more precarious forms — data annotation, con-
tent moderation, and gig-based services.

Gen Z’s detachment from labour politics is structurally pro-
duced. Educational curricula marginalise labour history, while
media narratives often frame strikes as disruptions rather than
democraticrights. Therise of gigwork has further eroded shared
workplaces where collective identities once formed. The language
of freelancing and entrepreneurship has replaced older notions
of class solidarity. Workers are encouraged to see themselves as
isolated actors, weakening the possibility of collective bargaining.
Algorithmic systems determine wages, visibility, and access to
work, while opaque metrics replace negotiation.

The decline of organised labour in India predates Al but has
been intensified by it. Economicliberalisation expanded informal
work and prioritised flexibility over security. With institutional
avenues weakening, protests increasingly appear as isolated
eruptions rather than sustained movements. What is often de-
scribed asdisorder is, in many cases, asymptom of organisational
vacuum. The crisis of labour politics is also a crisis of the Left. Its
historical strength lay inits ability toarticulate collective identities

Atamoment
when Al is
redefining

labour, a
generation
entering one of
the most
uncertain
labour regimes
is also the least
connected to
the movements
that once
secured
workers’ rights

and organise around them. Today, that capacity is strained. The
Left needstoexpand its understanding of labour — digital work,
gigwork, and data work are central to contemporary capitalism.
Ignoring them risks rendering labour politics obsolete.

It must also move beyond traditional organisational forms.
Unions tied to specific industries cannot adequately represent a
workforce that is dispersed. New models — networked unions,
digital collectives — are necessary. The Left must engage with
technology as a political terrain. Questions of who controls Al,
who ownsdata, and how algorithms are governed are fundamen-
tally questions of power. The Left must reclaim cultural space. If
Gen Z encounters politics primarily through digital platforms,
then labour politics must exist there.

The lesson of the Haymarket struggle was not just the de-
mand for an eight-hour workday; it was the principle that
workers, when organised, can reshape the conditions of their
lives. That principle still holds.

Khan is a researcher in urban planning focusing on labour, housing, and
the political economy of contemporary Indian cities
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prod minister resigns
4 MPs quit parnty posts
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Punjab ministerresigns

THE CRISIS in the eight-month-old Barnala
ministry deepened further when the Min-
ister of State for Tourism, Suchha Singh
Chhotepur, and a number of party function-
aries quit their posts in protest over the po-
lice entry into the Golden Temple. The Chief
Minister, Surjit Singh Barnala, however, an-
nounced he had an “overwhelming” major-
ity inthe party’s legislative wing and al-
leged that his opponents were trying to
sabotage his plans to deal with extremists.

Muslim Women Bill

THE OPPOSITION parties have decided to
press for a division when the controversial

e
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Muslim Women (Protection on Divorce) Bill
is voted onin the Lok Sabha on Monday.
Eventhough the Bill’s fate is a foregone con-
clusion with the ruling party — which has a
two-thirds majority in the House — having
issued a whip to allits members to support
it, the opposition parties expecttowin a
moral victory.

Air Lankaplaneblast

TWENTY-TWO people were killed and 24 in-
jured when an Air Lanka Tristar aircraft ex-
ploded at Colombo international airportin
Katunayake, 35 km from the city. The Sri
Lankan government said it suspected that
an “Eelam terrorist group” was responsible
for the blast. A National Security Ministry re-

New Delhi

lease said the explosion occurred as pas-
sengers were boarding flight number UL 101
to Malé. There was a loud explosion five
minutes before its scheduled takeoff.

Anand routs grandmaster

VLADIMIR TUKMAKOV, the mightiest dragon
ever to have invaded the Indian chess circuit,
was prostrated at the Bhilwara tournament.
His conqueror was a16-year-old knightin
shining armour, Viswanathan Anand. Of such
stuff are legends made. Tukmakov’s fiery
breath had consumed every single opponent
inthe tournament, except his own com-
patriots. Even as the Russian manoeuvred his
pawns to control the all-important “centre”,
Anand fired his first salvo.
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Israel’s Opposition would do well to
remember: There is no democracy
without Arabs

— Haaretz, Israel
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The fear factor: Why West Bengal's voter

turnout shattered records

NILANJAN MUKHOPADHYAY

NDER NORMAL circum-

stances, an increase in voter

turnout is considered an indi-

cation of democracy’s vi-

brancy. Over the past four dec-
ades, as electoral data became increasingly
available in the public domain, turnout was
seenasareadyindicator of thelikely verdict.
The drawback was that the same figure could
be, and was, used tojustify contrasting fore-
casts or assessments.

Higher turnout has been seen alternat-
ingly as a mandate against the incumbent
governmentand an endorsement oftherul-
ingparty. There hasalsobeen atleast onein-
stancewhen arisein turnout wasinterpreted
asvoters choosing political continuity inthe
face of athreatto “national” security, coupled
with a “sympathy” vote for the ruling party.
Thiswasin 1984, after Indira Gandhi’s assas-
sination, when 63.56 per cent of voterslined
up, as against 56.32 per cent in 1980 and
thereafter decliningto 61.95 per centin1989.

However, higher turnout never came
under the public glare the way it now has in
the just-concluded polls in four states and
one Union Territory. The Election Commis-
sion’s decision to conduct the SIR posthaste,
with the politically driven objective of “pu-
rifying” the electoral rolls for all five as-
semblies, was the singular reason for this.
But of these, the SIR in West Bengal was the
most politically contentious, not just for its
comparatively extended timeline, but also
for a past associated with the BJP.

By mid-2025, as the state entered the
politically charged pre-poll period, it had al-
ready been three-and-a-half decades since
the BJP launched its political campaign
against “foreigners” or “infiltrators” from
Bangladesh, allegedly entering Indiaillegally
and altering the demography of places they
settled in. This campaign was neatly timed

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

Counting day

IF THE DMK and TMC retain
power in Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal, the BJPwill have to con-
cedethat the appeal of Hindutvais
not overarchingly pan-Indian. In
Tamil Nadu, awin by the DMK-led
Secular Progressive Allianceis a
foregone conclusion (‘DMK,
AIADMK or TVK? Tamil Nadu’s
three futures — and one warning’,
IE Web, May 2). For all the hype
around Vijay’s TVK, the whistle is
likely tolose its shrillness and fall
mute on counting day. As for the
BJP, it will be a surpriseifit
reaches double figures.

CDavid Milton, Maruthancode

Regional differences

THE LANGUAGE controversy has
remained at the forefront since
the time of Independence (‘Lan-
guage policingis bad politics, bad
economics’, IE, May 2). Though
the move to mandate Marathi for
driversin Maharashtraisrooted in
cultural preservation, several
challenges exist. In cosmopolitan
hubs like Mumbai, a strict Mara-
thi-only expectation can clash
with the multilingual reality. Sec-
ond, as the workforce in transport
sectorsrelies on migrantlabour,
language compliance can become
abarrier toentry, reducingdriver
availability and increasing wait
times and fares.

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

THIS IDEA of making taxi and
autodriverslearn Marathi is mak-
ing people worry about their
basic rights (‘Language policing is
bad politics, bad economics’, IE,
May 2). Sure, it’s good to encour-
agelocallanguagesto keep our
culture alive, but if we make lan-

guage a must-have for these jobs,
it could shut out thousands of
people who come to Mumbai for
work and rely on these jobsjust to
get by. India’s Constitution says
everyone hastheright to move,
live,and work anywhere in the
country. If policies make it harder
for people to use these freedoms,
even indirectly, it could setabad
example for other states and just
make the regional differences
even bigger. After all, the best way
toencourage alanguageisbyin-
cluding people, teachingit, and
getting everyone involved — not
by forcing it on them.

Hamza Khan, New Delhi

with the Ram Janmabhoomi agitationinthe
late 1980s, and enabled the widening of the
nascent Hindutva plank.

By thattime, the Assam agitation had run
its full course, during which then-Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh chief M D Deoras made
a politically indicative assertion: Hindus
from Bangladesh must be treated as refu-
gees, while Muslims should be treated asin-
filtrators.In1993, during Delhi’s first assem-
bly election after being granted partial
statehood, the BJP made the repatriation of
Bangladeshi “foreigners” a central plank of
its successful campaign.

The BJP continued to espouse thisissue,
although it petered out somewhat after
2004. It was revived during the
2014 Lok Sabha elections with slo-
gans and assertions that are now
part of India’s political lexicon. Over
the past12years, this campaign has

The TMC’s campaign against
the SIR worsened the fears
of previously uninterested
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they live outside the state. Despite account-
ing for almost 27 per cent of West Bengal’s
population, they were cast, along with “ac-
tual” illegal immigrants, as Bangladeshis.
This campaign is neatly coupled with the
campaign to “invisibilise” all Muslims, for
example, by preventing them — forcefully,
and through administrative orders — from
offering Friday namaz on public grounds.
The opacity, hurriedness and insensitiv-
ity with which the SIR was conducted in
West Bengal was one of the biggest reasons
for the unprecedented turnout in the two
phases. The figures spoke for themselves,
but ironically, they were of use to both the
TMC and the BJP. The entire SIR process
and the extraordinary number of
deletions — the Supreme Court con-
tributing with its injudicious order
not permitting 2.7 million people to
vote — were of use primarily to the

bgen ceaseless anc! become more voters. The BJP stoked TMC. The BJP, on the .othe.r hand,
virulent. As events in the NCR and the fears of those who sought votes on the basis of its “suc-
several northern and western states cess” in “cleaning up” the rolls by
in recent years show, the situation had faced harassment from eliminating dead or phantom/ghost
has become hazardous for even the TMC cadre voters, those who had multiple votes

genuine Bengali Muslim citizensif

across different locations in their

names, and of course, those who simply
had noright to vote due to being illegal im-
migrants or “ghuspaithiyas’.

The TMC’s campaign against the SIR
worsened the fears of previously uninter-
ested voters, who concluded that being on
the electoral rolls was essential for them to
be considered legitimate residents. Migrant
workers and professionals based outside the
state rushed back at enormous cost, thinking
that casting their votes this time was essen-
tial to remain on the voters’ list — and that
thisin turn was necessary to remain citizens
on paper. From their perspective, neither
Aadhaar cards nor passports are enough to
claim what is rightfully theirs — only their
names on the voters’ list will suffice. Itis too
early for a detailed post-mortem of the SIR
in West Bengal. The process was undeniably
questionable, especially as it was politically
driven, raising worries over the EC’s impar-
tiality and whether people can continue to
have faith in the electoral process.

The BJP stoked the fears of those who
had faced harassment from the TMC’s
cadre over the past 15 years. The presence
of large numbers of central police person-
nel and polling staff from outside the state
allowed these people to vote without hav-
ing to worry about their safety.

The other major issue that propelled
turnout was that of identity, as framed dif-
ferently by the two parties. The BJPappealed
totheexclusivist Hindu identity by claiming
itwasunder threat from Muslims and those
appeasing them, while the TMC framed the
inclusivist Bengaliidentity as facing a threat
from the BJP, led by “outsiders”. These two
conceptualisations of the Indian nation and
nationhood remain just as they were in the
late 19th century, but more pronouncedly
from 1925, when the RSS was established.
Though surviving as different streams
within the national discourse, thisisthe first
time the “secular-versus-cultural national-
ism” divergence has manifested itself so
starkly in an election and boosted electoral
turnout in an unprecedented manner.

Mukhopadhyay is the author of
Narendra Modi: The Man, The Times and
The RSS: Icons of the Indian Right

ROOPALI SINHA

THERE WAS a time when, in report cards,
class teachers would routinely describe a
“good” child as an “obedient” one. Such re-
markswould be considered a matter of pride
for both the child and his or her parents.

We may have moved ahead, but our con-
ventional education system stillemphasises
discipline, conformity, and “right answers”
over open-ended inquiry. Across class-
rooms, families, workplaces and politics, we
often feel uncomfortable with those who
question, challenge, or thinkindependently.
“Argumentative Indian(s)” are rarely ap-
preciated, even when their questions might
lead to deeper understanding or clarity.
Take, for instance, recent reports on Delhi
University colleges that have cracked down
on student protests over a range of issues
from the UGC equity regulations to the
“defamation” of colleges on social media. Or,
thelabelling of universitiessuchasJNU and
Jadavpur University as “anti-national”. In-
stead of encouraging healthy questioning
and critical thinking, instead of engagingin
debates and discussions, the tendency is to
shut them down by marking the act of dis-
sent as problematic.

Despite all the emphasis on
critical thinking, rational inquiry
and problem-solving, why does our
conditioning still lean strongly to-
ward obedience?

Partof the answer liesin howwe
understand and practise respect.
Respect, initself, allows for dignity
and mutual regard. However, when
tied to an unquestioning attach-
ment toauthority, it canbegin tore-

A society conditioned to
obedience becomes easier to
govern without accountability.
Compliance can be quickly
mobilised, while dissent
isreframed as disloyalty
or disruption

semble obedience as a character trait rather
than a conscious choice. Parents teach their
children “badon ki baat maano”, reinforcing
the idea that submission is virtuous.
Teachers may favour compliant students, in-
terpreting curiosity as defiance rather than
engagement. In workplaces, loyalty to the
boss is valued; in families, deference to the
head of the household; and in politics, un-
questioning support for the supremeleader.
Over time, obedience becomes a safer and
socially accepted choice. Questions start to
feel discomfiting and risky.

Traditions have reinforced thistendency.
Inthe guru-shishyatradition, obedienceisa
norm. Mythology highlights similar in-
stances — when the great scholar Gargi
wanted to ask more questions of Yajnaval-
kya, she was warned that doing so could be
dangerous for her. These narratives continue
to shape our collective imagination.

What makes this dynamic more complex
is how deeply it is internalised. Social hier-
archies normalise obedience as both expec-
tation and privilege. While individuals may
resist being controlled, they often expect
obedience from those below them. Asser-
tion, reasoned disagreement, and
self-respect are frequently mis-
taken for arrogance. As a result,
people tend to comply upward
while demanding compliance
downward, reinforcing hierarchi-
cal behaviour. Today, this patternis
more frequently driven — and
complicated — by the desire to
avoid punishment, conflict, or ex-
clusion. Whether rooted in belief or

The Indianisn’t always
argumentative

fear, excessive obedience limits autonomy,
critical thinking, and genuine moral agency.
People often feel compelled to plead rather
than assert their rights with dignity. In-
stances of public deference toward authority
figures — even in situations of injustice —
highlight how deeply ingrained this mindset
can be. Recently in Meerut, when local MP
Arun Govil, whohad played Ramin BR Cho-
pra’s Ramayan, arrived at a protest site,
people who were sitting on dharna began
singing his praises, performing aarti, even
breakingdown in tears. What was somewhat
unsettling was that Govil remained seated,
calmly receiving this display of devotion.
When rightful anger transforms into sub-
missive reverence, it raises troubling ques-
tions about how power is perceived and ex-
ercised: Isthis merely aremnant of a colonial
mindset or does it have deeper cultural roots?

A society conditioned to obedience be-
comeseasier to govern without accountabil-
ity. Compliance can be quickly mobilised,
while dissentis reframed as disloyalty or dis-
ruption. Those who question authority may
be marginalised, while obedienceisequated
with good citizenship or patriotism.

Building a healthy and respectful so-
ciety demands the ability to question auth-
ority while upholding responsibility, to as-
sert rights without descending into
disorder, and to maintain social norms
without suppressing dissent. Without this
balance, societies risk producing not en-
gaged citizens, but subjects — and that dis-
tinction makes all the difference.

The writer is a Delhi-based schoolteacher

Jewar airport
will give flight to
UP's economic
ambitions
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NACHIKETA TIWARI
AND T'V MOHANDAS PAI

N MARCH 28, Prime Minister Narendra Modi in-

augurated Noida International Airport (NIA) in

Jewar, Uttar Pradesh. Built at a cost of around Rs

11,200 crore, the airport will transform the size and

character of UP’s economy. When fully developed,
it will be able to handle 11.6 crore passengers, 7.3 lakh flights
and 28 lakh metric tonnes of cargo each year, making it one of
India’s largest airports and air-logistics hubs.

The airport will be an important piece in UP’s infrastructural
and economic strategy puzzle, positively impacting the state’s
economy in fourways: Increasing GSDP, creating alarge number
of quality jobs, generating new economic opportunities, and
deepeningthe technology and electronics manufacturingsectors
in western UP. Let uslook at each of these in some detail.

India’s aviation market is estimated at Rs 1.6 lakh crore, with
six Tier-1citiesaccounting for 68 per cent of this market. Amongst
the states, Delhi leads the pack with a 20 per cent market share.
In contrast, UP’s share is barely 4 per cent. NIA will rapidly alter
that reality as its annual air-passenger traffic will exceed 3 crore
by 2034, more than double the current figure for the entire state
of UP. Thus, the airport will enhance UP’s GSDP significantly.

Currently, India’s aviation sector generates around 3.7 lakh
directand 771akh indirectjobs. Given the state’s small aviation
footprint, not many UP residents benefit from these jobs. NIA’s
launch changes that story as well, with its developers estimat-
ingthat over1lakh directjobs — many of them high-quality —
and many lakhs of indirect jobs will be created over the airport’s
development period.

India’s air cargo sector is currently dominated by six metro
hubs: Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad, and Kol-
kata. With UP aspiring to become a $1-trillion economy in the next
few years, and with a population of 24 crore, it needs a large air
cargo hub of its own. The facility at NIA will fill that gap, with an
immediate annual capacity pegged at 2.55 lakh MT, about half
that of BIAL, which will in-
creasetolSlakhMT overa
period of time. Air cargo
hubs are economic en-
ginesthat facilitate over 35
per cent of global trade by
value (about $8 trillion an-
nually). They drive GDP
growth, create high-value
jobsand play a pivotal role
indrawing FDI and gener-
atingforex for the country.

Theairportisproximal
to three important ex-
pressways (the Yamuna
Expressway, the Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway, and
the Eastern Peripheral Ex-
pressway), and two rail-
way-based dedicated freight corridors (EDFC and WDEFC). These
are arguably Bharat’s principal arteries as they transport over 100
million MT of freight each year. A series of multi-modal facilities
will ensure seamless and speedy transfer of cargo between these
arteries and the airport: Aninterchange connecting the Yamuna
Expressway and the Eastern Peripheral Expressway; a logistics
hub that will link industrial zones around the Yamuna Express-
way to the Eastern DFC; and a 31-km road to connect the Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway, the Eastern Peripheral Expressway, the
DFC, and NIA.

Via these interchange systems, we will see the creation
of a single efficient goods transport system in UP. This will
enhance UP’s logistics and economic efficiencies through
cost reductions, reduce transit times, improve supply-chain
reliability, and enhance capacity. It will also promote green
logistics via reductions in carbon footprint, and easier regu-
latory compliance.

Now that NIA has been inaugurated, it’s important for UP’s
economy managers to ensure that the saturation curve of the air-
port’s utilisation reaches its peak sooner rather than later. They
need to ensure the following: Seamless passenger connectivity
within a radius of 100 km from the airport; superior passenger
experience at the airport; a robust budget hotel industry close to
the airport; financial incentives for airlines; an attractive ware-
housing policy; and the development of land around the airport
so that it will be suited to quality living and high-tech industry.
This will require a team of experienced and motivated profes-
sionals who understand the airline, airport and air cargo busi-
nesses and are adept at working with government circles. Such
an approach will certainly bring a glorious shine to Jewar and
benefit UP and Bharat.

Tiwari is professor at lIT Kanpur and coordinator of UP CM’s Economic
Advisory Group. Pai is chairman of Aarin Capital and member of UPCM’s
Economic Advisory Group
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THE DEVIL Wears Prada, both the film and
the book it is adapted from, is categorised
under “chicklit” — “workplace comedy”, to
be precise. But if you have watched the film,
you know: It is fun, it is funny, but it means
serious business.

Even if most fans may not remember
the first time they watched it — it released
20years ago — they have certainly watched
it several times since, and it is now part of
their comfort watch list. And for good rea-
son. The film touched on a lot of themes
that warm the heart — starry-eyed aspir-
ation, friendship, empathy and the cost of
it—whichitreturnstoin partsinits sequel.

There’'s nothing apolitical about fashion

But in between its gooey folds, the film
tucked in bits that have defined an entire
generation’s way of looking at fashion,
work culture and success. That’s the thing
about great films: They permeate your con-
sciousness without the hue and cry.

The Devil Wears Prada achieved its
cult status by being an eye-opener of sorts
for so many of us who have grown upina
world where fashion is considered incon-
sequential. That it is “stuff”. That those
who care about fashion didn’t make seri-
ous journalists. That fashion is not politi-
cal. That focussing on what a politician is
wearing is digressing from the “real” is-
sues when every power suit, handwoven
saree, white kurta or even t-shirt is a care-
fully curated choice determined by the
fashion world.

Meryl Streep’s monologue as Miranda

Priestly educated Anne Hathaway’s Andy:
Her store-bought cerulean sweater was, in
fact, a product of the fashion industry that
she so proudly spurned. That iconic
monologue showed how inconspicuously
yet deeply fashion is embedded in our
existence. Fashion is more like politics
than we care to admit. If being apolitical
is a political stance, distancing yourself
from “fashion” is also a decision rooted
very much in fashion.

The film argued that fashion is not re-
stricted to the big fashion houses or what

“The Devil Wears Prada’ achieved
cult status by being an eye-opener
for many in a world where fashion

was considered inconsequential

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

theyputonsleekrunways. Itisan awareness
that what we wear carries meaning in ways
thatwe often don’t realise. We think the “jho-
lawala” look embodies a poetic, rebellious
and, of course, intellectual aesthetic when it
is a meticulously devised “ethical chic”
branding that has been serving the “activist
types” their favourite look.

It also briefly but impressively conveyed
the heft ofjournalism. The idea that Priestly
could make or break a designer’s collection
made one giddy with excitement. The mo-
mentunderlined the value of editorial judge-
ment and an understanding of fashion, as
both aproductand ashaper of society, honed
over decades. Returning to that scene feels
particularly refreshing today when reviews
are determined by PR packages.

The Devil Wears Prada 2 — even if less
edgy, sharp and snippy —isn’t any less seri-

New Delhi

ous. If the first film showed the power of
fashion and journalism, the second centres
around thelatter’s helplessnessin an ever-
changing world. Fashion is still main-
stream, but in a world of Al bots, numbers
and advertisers calling the shots, the once-
prestigious “book” finds itself in peril.
While saving face, and dealing with adead
owner and a nepo-baby who couldn’t care
less about that warm touch of human cre-
ativity, Miranda and Andy do save Runway,
but a sense of impending doom prevents
the celebration of a happy ending.

How, then, is a film that has redefined a
generation’soutlook on fashion and, now, its
sequel, which capturesareality we are all try-
ingto outrun, merely chick-lit?

The writer is associate editor, The Indian Express.
trisha.mukherjee@expressindia.com
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Germany'sMerz
downplays row

with Trump after
troop drawdown

Reuters
Berlin, May 3

GERMAN CHANCELLOR Frie-
drich Merzsaid he must accept
that President Donald Trump
does not share his opinions in
order to work with the United
States within NATO, but
stressed there was no link be-
tween their rift and a
planned troop drawdown.

Merzdismissed suggestions
that his criticism of US war
planning in Iran had sparked
Washington's Friday an-
nouncement that the USwould
reduce its military presence in
Germany, its largest European
base, by 5,000 soldiers, and re-
peated his commitment to the
transatlantic alliance.

Merz had
questioned whether Trump
had an exit plan for the Middle
East and said the US was being
“embarrassed” in talks with
Iran. Trump later called Merz
an “ineffectual” leader.

“I have to accept that the
American president has a dif-
ferent view on these issues than
wedo. Butthat does not change
the fact that I remain con-
vinced that the Americans are
important partners for us,”
Merz told public broadcaster
ARDinaninterview.

Asked whether US.plans to
reduce its troop presence in
Germany had anything to do
with the spat between the two
leaders, Merzsaid, “Thereisno
connection.”

REPORTS SAY CARGO SHIP NEAR STRAIT OF HORMUZ ATTACKED BY MULTIPLE SMALL VESSELS

Received US response to our 14-point
plan says Iran; White H()use is qu1et

Trump: Tehran
has ‘not yet paid a
big enough price’

Reuters
Dubai, Florida, May 3

IRAN SAID on Sunday it had
received a US response toitsla-
test offer for peace talks, a day
after President Donald Trump
said he would probably reject
Iranian proposal because
“they have not paid a big
enough price”.

Iranian state media re-
ported that Washington had
conveyed its response to Iran's
14-point proposal via Pakistan,
and that Tehran was now re-
viewing it. There was no im-
mediate confirmation from
Washington or Islamabad of
the US response.

“At this stage, we do not
have nuclear negotiations,”
state media quoted Iran's For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Es-
maeil Baghaei assaying, an ap-
parent reference to Iran's
proposal to set aside talks on
nuclear issues until after the
war ends and the foes agree to
lift opposing blockades of Gulf
shipping.

On Saturday, Trump said
that he had yet to review the
exact wording of the Iranian
peace proposal, but that he was

111<e1y toreject it.

“I will soon be reviewing
the plan that Iran hasjust sent
to us, but can't imagine that it
would be acceptable in that
they have not yet paid a big
enough price for what they
have done to Humanity, and
the World, over the last 47
years,” he wrote on social
media.

The United States and Israel
suspended theirbombing cam-
paign against Iran four weeks
ago, and US and Iranian offi-
cials held one round of talks.
But attempts to set up further
meetings have so far failed.

Iran handed over its latest
proposal on Thursday, and a
senior Iranian official con-
firmed on Saturday that
Tehran envisions ending the
war and resolving the shipping
standoff first, while leaving
talks on Iran's nuclear pro-
gramme for later.

Though Trump initially
said on Friday that he was not
satisfied with the Iranian pro-
posal, he said on Saturday he
was still looking at it. “They told
me about the concept of the
deal. They're going to give me
the exact wordingnow," he told
reporters.

Asked if he might restart
strikes on Iran, Trump replied:
“Idon'twant tosay that.Imean,
I can't tell that to a reporter. If
they misbehave, if they do
something bad, right now we'll

Abillboard with a graphic showing the Strait of Hormuz and sewn lips of US President Donald Trump
inasquare in downtown Tehran on Saturday. Ap

see. But it's a possibility that
could happen.”

Meanwhile, a cargo ship
near the Strait of Hormuz has
reported being attacked by
multiple small craft, the British
military’s United Kingdom
Maritime Trade Operations
center said Sunday, marking at
least two dozen attacks in and
around the strait since the Iran
war began.

All crew on the unidentified
northbound carrier were safe
after the attack off Sirik, Iran,

east of the strait, the monitor
said. Iranian officials have as-
serted that they control the
strait and that ships not affili-
ated with the United States or
Israel can passifthey pay atoll.

The proposal to delay talks
on nuclear issues until a later
phase would appear at odds
with Washington's repeated
demand that Iran accept strin-
gent restrictions on its nuclear
programme before the war
canend.

There was no immediate

claim of responsibility for the
attack, the first reported in the
area since April 22, when a
cargo ship reported being fired
upon, the monitor said.

Iranian patrol boats, some
powered only by twin outboard
motors, are small, nimble and
hard to detect and have at-
tacked several ships.

President Donald Trump
last month ordered the US mili-
tary to “shoot and kill” small
Iranian boats that deploy
mines in the strait.

How an insurgency threatens US mining ambitions in Pak

Elian Peltier, Zia ur-Rehman
Christiaan Triebert

& Pablo Robles

Quetta, May 3

STANDING IN the Oval Office
in September, Pakistan’s Army
chief gave President Trump a
wooden box filled with min-
erals and gems — a nod to the
lucrative deals US companies
could make in Pakistan, where
mining has long been domi-
nated by China. “A very great
guy,” Trump said of the Pakis-
tani commander, Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir.
Monthslater, the Trump ad-
ministration announced $1.3
billion in investments in the

Balochistan Province of Pakis-
tan, home to large reserves of
gold and copper. After partner-
ships in counterterrorism and
crypto, Pakistani officials have
successfully wooed the Trump
administration with cooper-
ation on mining.

In recent weeks, Pakistan
has also inserted itself as a
peacemaker between the
United States and Iran.

But the US bet in Pakistan is
onacollision course with one of
South Asia’s most lethal militant
groups: the Baloch Liberation
Army, or BLA, the flag-bearer of
aseparatistinsurgencyinthere-
gion straddling western Pakis-
tan, eastern Iran and southern

Nepal govt set to cancel
nearly 1,600 “politically
motivated’ appointments

Yubaraj Ghimire
Kathmandu, May 33

AROUND 1,600 political ap-
pointees holding constitutional
positions and heading govern-
ment boards and corporations
are set to lose their jobs en
masse through a sweeping or-
dinance issued by President
Ramchandra Paudel, local
media reported.

The move aims to target
politically motivated appoint-
ments made by previous gov-
ernments, includingthe Sushila
Karki-led interim government
formed after the ‘Gen Z’ move-
ment, according to the reports.

The termination of service
ordinance, approved by Presi-
dent Poudel, isexpected tocome
into effect at any moment, ren-
dering 1,594 people jobless.

Those affected will include
vice-chancellors, rectors and
deansofuniversities; chiefsand
commissioners of all constitu-
tional bodies; heads of govern-
ment media; and chiefs and
board members of government
authorities.

Once implemented, the or-
dinancewillamend110lawsand
affect the functioning of as many
bodies.

The impact is expected tobe
particularly noticeable in sectors
such as education, healthcare
and publicservice delivery. And,
in many cases, routine oper-
ations are likely to be disrupted
duetotheabsence of authorised
signatories, the media reports
suggest. The Balendra Shah led
government has yet to spell out
a clear timeline or mechanism
for fresh appointments.

Afghanistan.

The fight for an indepen-
dent Balochistan is as old as
Pakistan, and has motivated
separatist attacks for decades.

But over the past few years,
the BLA has carried out
hundreds of increasingly soph-
isticated attacks, culminating
onJanuary 31in a coordinated
assault by 500 militants who
struck at least 18 targets in 12
separate areas and Kkilled at
least 58 people.

Pakistani officials have
played down the attacks, but vi-
deos verified by The New York
Times show it was the most ex-
pansive attack by the BLA in
years, and one that included

Officeratmedia
dinner was shot
by suspect Allen,
says US Attorney

Washington: US Attorney Jean-
ine Pirro said Sunday the gov-
ernment hasevidence a federal
agent was shot by the suspect
in custody during an alleged at-
tempt to assassinate President
Donald Trump at the White
House Correspondents' Associ-
ation Dinner last weekend.

“Wenow canestablish thata
pellet that came from the buck-
shot from the defendant's Moss-
berg pump-action shotgun was
intertwined with the fiber of the
vest of the Secret Service of-
ficer,” Pirro said during an ap-
pearance on CNN. “It is defini-
tively his bullet,” Pirro said.

Cole Tomas Allenisaccused
of storming a security check-
pointand firingashotguninthe
foyer leading to the White
House Correspondents’ Dinner
on April 25.

EXPLAINED

Balochistan’s

resource war

Pakistan’s effortto
transform Balochistan’s vast
gold and copper reserves
into astrategic economic
hubisunder growingthreat
fromthe BLA insurgency.
Rising militant attacks,
disrupted supplylines and
deeplocal grievances are
making resource extraction
inseparable from security
and political stability.

not only military and police tar-
gets but multiple civilian tar-
gets — escalating the group’s
challenge to the Pakistani state.

“Thiskind of attack requires
some type of public support,
territorial control and fire-
power,” said Abdul Basit, a Sin-
gapore-based expert on South
Asian militancy.

“Topull this offin broad day-
light without these components
isn’t possible,” Basit added.

The attacks included sev-
eral on the road to Balochistan’s
largest mining site, Reko Diq,
and disrupted operations at the
site —one of the world’s largest
untapped copper and gold re-
serves. It is poised to become

The King & The Pre81dent

Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te meets King Mswati lll at
Mandvulo Grand Hall near Manzini, Eswatini, on Saturday, during a
surprise visit that Taipei said Beijing tried to block. Lai told the King
that Taiwan has the right to engage with the world and that no
country can prevent it from contributing internationally. ReuTers

the flagship asset of the US-Pak-
istani mining partnership, ac-
cording to Gracelin Baskaran,
the lead expert on critical min-
erals at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies.

“The BLA isnot a peripheral
challenge,” Baskaran said. “It is
aprimary, project-definingrisk.”

The US-Israeli war in neigh-
boring Iran is adding another
challenge: Pakistani officials
fear that any power vacuum in
Iran’s east could allow groups
like the BLA to replenish their
ranks, move even more freely
over the porous border and at-
tack convoys carrying min-
erals, equipment and mining
operators.

* BRIEFLY

Shakira during her free concert in Copacabana beach, Brazil. Reuters

BRAZIL

Shakira draws two million to
afree Copacabana concert

COLOMBIAN SUPERSTAR Shakira gave a free concert on
CopacabanaBeachin Rio de Janeiro on Saturday night, an
event that the city's mayor said drew 2 million people to one
of the world’s mosticonic waterfronts. The performance
followed similar shows by Madonna in 2024 and Lady Gaga
last year, which also were attended by huge crowds that
danced on the sprawling sands. For Shakira, it was part of
her Las Mujeres Ya No Lloran, or Women No Longer Cry,
world tour named after her 2024 album. AP

FRANCE

2dead,16 hurtin
Channel crossing
attemptto UK

A SMALLboat carrying
migrants tryingto cross

the English Channel ran
agroundonabeachin
northern France, leaving
two dead and 16 people in-
jured, authorities said Sun-
day. The vessel, carrying 82
people started to drift away
duetoanengine failure,
Christophe Marx, secretary-
general of the Pas-de-Calais
prefecture said. AP

SUDAN

Paramilitary
drone strike near
capital Kills five

SUDAN’S PARAMILITARY
group, the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF), killed atleast
five peoplein adrone attack
thathitacivilian vehicle on
the outskirts of Khartoum, a
local Sudanese rights group
said. The attack on Saturday
morning hit avehicle that
was travelling from the
White Nile province to
Omdurman, arights group
tracking violence said. AP

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

SRILANKA

Over 130 foreign
nationals held
for cyber fraud

MORE THAN 130 foreign na-
tionals were arrested in Sri
Lanka for cybercrime oper-
ations over thelast two days,
policesaid. The police
actionsare partofawider
crackdown on cross-border
online fraud networks oper-
ating.Inaraid on Saturday
Sri Lankan police arrested
37 Chinese nationals. PTI

Ukrainian drones strike
Russian port, oil tankers

Associated Press
Kyiv, May 3
UKRAINE ON  Sunday

launched a wave of strikes
against Russian oil targets, hit-
ting a key loading port on the
Baltic Sea and two tankers that
Ukraine alleges were illegally
used to transport Russian crude.
A nighttime drone strike
sparked a blaze at Russia’s lar-
gest oil exporting port on the
Baltic Sea, the port of Primorsk,
according to Russian regional
GovAlexander Drozdenko.
The port, operated by Rus-
sia’s state oil firm Transnetft, is
capable of handling hundreds
of thousands of barrels per day.
Primorsk, which was targeted
multiple times in March, lies
over 1,000 kilometers from
Ukraine, between the Russian-
Finnish border and Russia’s sec-
ond-largest city of St Petersburg.
Local Governor Drozdenko

said that the drone strike did not
cause an oil spill, but gave noim-
mediate further comment re-
garding casualties or damage.

But Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said that
the Ukrainian forces destroyed
several military and other tar-
gets, while also inflicting sig-
nificant damage on oil port in-
frastructure.

“One more Russian carrier
of Kalibr missiles is out of ac-
tion. Major General Yevhen
Khmara reported on the suc-
cessful destruction of targetsin
the Primorsk port,” Zelenskyy
wrote in a Telegram post on
Sunday.

According to Zelenskyy,
Ukrainian drones also hit a Ka-
rakurt missile ship, a patrol
boat, and a tanker belonging to
Russia’s so-called shadow oil
fleet, used to evade Western
sanctions and price caps on
Russian energy.

PAKISTAN

2 from minority
community to
join civil service

TWO MEN from the minority
Hindu community aresetto
jointhefederal civil service of
Pakistan, where representa-
tion of such groupsis histori-
callylow.Jeevan Rebariand
Khem Chand Jandora,both
from Sindh province, were
amongthe170 candidates
qualified tojoin the Central
Superior Services. PTI

Two US soldiers
go missing after
military exercises
in Morocco

Associated Press
Casablanca, May 3

TWO US service members are
missing in southwestern Mo-
rocco aftertaking partin annual
multinational military exercises
in the North African country,
the United States Africa Com-
mand (AFRICOM) said Sunday.
Theservice membersare US
Army soldiers who went miss-
ingwhile on ahike,aUS defence
official told The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity.
“They were not actively taking
part in any training. The day’s
exercises had concluded, and,
from our understanding, they
were out on arecreational hike,”
the official said.
“Theincidentremainsunder
investigation and the search is
ongoing,” AFRICOM said.

e MOST OF THE ILLEGAL OPERATORS ARE FROM CHINA; SO ARE RISING NUMBERS OF TOURISTS, SOME OF WHOM ARE GETTING SCAMMED

Norway’s Northern Lights nlghtmare Illegal guldes behind tourism explosion

Lynsey Chutel
&Louise Kriiger
Tromso, May 3

FOLLOWING IN an unmarked
car, the police took immediate
interest in a dark gray minivan
with foreign license plates. The
stop-start driving was suspi-
cious. So was the driver’s fran-
tic texting on his cellphone.
When he finally drove up to
the sludge-clogged terminal en-
trance of Tromso airport in Nor-
way, he picked up two passen-
gers. “As soon as they started
driving, we activated the blue
lights,” Superintendent Lars
Holtedahl said, recalling the
February operation. “They were
caught completely off guard.”

The crime? Working as an
unlicensed Northern Lights
tour guide. The offence might
seem minor to outsiders, but to
the people of Tromso, a small
Norwegian city above the Arctic
Circle, such guideshave become
virtually Public Enemy No 1.

Unregulated tour operators
have created havoc in Tromso,
which is perfectly perched on
the fjordsbetween snow-capped
mountains to view the aurora
borealis, the color-streaked light
display over the North Pole.

Much of the year, Tromso is
aquiet university town of about
80,000 residents. In recent
years, the number of visitors
has exploded, mostly because
of social media. During high

season, from September
through April, tourists can out-
number locals three to one.

In February alone, more
than 137,000 visitors passed
through the recently expanded
international terminal of the
Tromso airport, according to
the Norwegian airports com-
pany Avinor.

This unregulated industry,
local officials say, has sown
chaos on the streetsand under-
cuts licensed tour operators, as
well as the local tax base.

Most of theillegal operators
are from China. So are rising
numbers of tourists, some of
whom are getting scammed.
Many of theillegal guides arrive
from outside Norway, working

A cross-country skiing tour in Tromso, Norway. NyT

without proper permits and

taking their profits with them.
“Wedon’tsee anincreasein

income in the municipality, we

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

only see the expenses,” said
Helga Bardsdatter Kristiansen,
the city’s first sustainability of-
ficer, pointingtoastrainonthe

city’sroads and services. Nearly
half of tour operators in Tromso
areillegitimate, she added.

This season, the police im-
pounded about 10 vehicles a
month and arrested more than
a dozen people for illegally
transporting tourists, deporting
theillegal guides who were not
Norwegian.

The driver arrested in Feb-
ruary in the operation de-
scribed by Superintendent Hol-
tedahl was a Chinese national
in his 40s and expelled. When
he was pulled over, he lied and
said he was transporting family,
the police said. Messages on his
phone revealed he had sold a
five-day tour for 31,000 yuan,
or more than $4,500.

New Delhi

“It'sabigindustry,” Superin-
tendent Holtedahl said. “There
is a lot money being made, the
honest way and the dishonest
way.” Atypical tour starts at $115
per person and can be stop-and-
start, with drivers checking aur-
oratrackingapps, driving as far
asthe Finnish border, 100 miles
away, chasing the lights.

“You need to know whereto
go, and you need the car,” said
Kurt Kolvereid Jacobsen, who
is one of the heads of a special
team, called the A-Crime unit,
which was formed last year to
focusonthe northernlightsin-
dustry. In Tromso, the local A-
Crime unit sets off at dusk,
when buses clog up the streets,
waiting to load tourists.

Dressed in neon overalls, they
search cars for illegal guides.

The illegal operators are
often one step ahead.

Officials working with the
A-Crime unitsaid they had un-
covered a chat-group where il-
legal guides swapped tips to
evade checks. Pretendingtheir
clients were family members
was a common tactic.

On Red Note, the Chinese
social media app, there are
hundreds of posts complaining
about scams. One user, a
woman from Chengdu, in
southern China, said only thing
she saw on her tour was the in-
side of a police station, after the
illegal guide who picked herup
was arrested. NYT
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SHANTIACT PAVES WAY FOR PRIVATE PLAYERS TO ENTER CIVILNUCLEAR POWER SECTOR

DAE, Power Ministry atodds over
civilnuclear projects’ supervision

Concerns over conflict of interest due
to DAE’s full control over supply chain
led to calls for a separate ministry to
oversee private projects

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, May 3

ASINDIA movesto expand the
civil nuclear power sector by
allowing private participation
through the recently passed
SHANTI Act, there are two di-
vergent views within the top
levels of the government over
the jurisdictional administra-
tion of this strategic sector.

The question is this:
whether to continue with the
Department of Atomic
Energy’s (DAE) overall control
over the nuclear sector or tan-
gentially allow the Ministry of
Power the authority to super-
vise certain types of new civil
nuclear projects.

Currently, the DAE, under
the Prime Minister’s Office,
is the administrative authority
for matters that are related to
nuclear powetr.

However, thereisan emerg-
ing view that new civil nuclear
projects developed by private
players should be brought
within the ambit of the Minis-
try of Power, even aslegacy nu-
clear power projects will con-
tinue to remain under the

India-bound LPG
tanker sails past
Hormuz, toreach
VizagonMay 13

New Delhi: A tanker carrying
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
for India has sailed out of the
Strait of Hormuz and is now
headed towards the country, an
official statement said Sunday.

The Marshall Islands-
flagged LPG carrier MT Sarv
Shakti, loaded with 46,313
tonnes of LPG and staffed by 20
crew, including 18 Indians,
cleared the key shipping choke-
point on May 2 and is expected
to reach Visakhapatnam on
May 13, it said.

The cargo, enough to meet
half a days requirement of
the country, will partly tide
over supply constraints being
faced since the start of the West
Asia conflict more than two
months back.

Ship-tracking data showed
its position in Oman Gulf on
Sunday evening. The very large
gas carrier has previously made
runs between the Persian Gulf
and Indian ports, has been
chartered by state-owned In-
dian Oil Corporation.

Sarv Shakti is the first India-
linked tanker to cross the war
zone since aweeks-old USblock-
ade of ships tied to Iran began,
pushing transits through Hor-
muz back down to almost zero.

The statement said no inci-
dent involving Indian-flagged
vessels hasbeen reportedinthe
past 24 hours.

The Ministry of Ports, Ship-
ping and Waterways is working
closely with the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs, Indian missions
and maritime stakeholders to
ensure crew welfare and unin-
terrupted operations. PTI

administrative control of DAE,
The Indian Express has learnt.

The view to entrust admin-
istration of private nuclear
power projects to a separate
ministry emerged from rising
concern over potential conflict
of interest due to DAE’s
full control over the entire nu-
clear power supply chain —
from research and develop-
ment to fuel supply and spent
fuel management.

Even the Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board (AERB), re-
sponsible for carrying out all
regulatory functions, was de-
pendent on DAE for its budget
and administration until it was
accorded a statutory status
under the SHANTT Act.

In 2012, the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India
(CAG) had also pointed out a
conflict of responsibilities and
interest as the chairperson of
AERB was subordinated to the
chairperson of the Atomic
Energy Commission, who is
also the secretary of the DAE.

As the SHANTI Act fixes
this, AERBisexpected toplay a
larger role in regulating nuclear
power plants developed and

e SECTOROVERHAULUNDERTHEACT

SHANTIACT will allow the
Atomic Energy Regulatory Board
toplayalargerroleinregulating
nuclear power plants. Earlier, the
board depended on DAE for its
budget and administration until
the actaccorded it with statutory
status

DAE WILL be the nodal agency,
as per the Shanti Act.

An official said nuclear power
requires technical institutional
knowledge, and DAE and its other
bodies have that expertise and
know-how

KEY LIABILITY clause which
previously exposed nuclear
equipment vendors to long-term
and uncertain liability risk during
anuclear accident was omitted
under the act passed in December

operated by both DAE —
through Nuclear Power Corpor-
ation of India Ltd (NPCIL) —
and other private players.

Accordingtosenior officials
aware of the matter, private
players who would develop nu-
clear power based onimported
technology, such as light water
reactors (LWR) or pressurised
water reactors (PWR), could
likely come under the adminis-
trative control of the Ministry
of Power, while the ones built
using the legacy pressurised
heavy water reactors (PHWRS)
technology could remain
under DAE, as the latter has
technological expertise on this
type of reactor.

A senior DAE official said

therole of DAE has been clearly
mentioned inthe SHANTI Act,
which says DAE will be the
nodal agency.

“Nuclear power is not like a
thermal power plant. It requires
technical institutional knowl-
edge... DAE and itsother bodies
have that expertise and the
technical know-how,” the offi-
cial added.

Queries emailed to the Min-
istry of Power and the DAE re-
mained unanswered till the
time of filing this story.

India aims to achieve 100
GW of nuclear power by 2047,
with more than of this capacity
to be developed by NPCIL.

Of the rest, around 30% is
expected to be developed by

NTPC, a public sector enter-
prise under the Ministry of
Power, and the rest would be
developed by private players.

In December, the parlia-
ment passed the SHANTTI Act,
paving way for private players
to enter the strictly regulated
civil nuclear power sector.

The Act also omitted a key
liability clause which had pre-
viously exposed nuclear equip-
mentvendorstolong-termand
uncertain liability risk in the
event of a nuclear accident.

However, it retains exclus-
ive central government control
over certain critical and sensi-
tive activities, including the en-
richment and isotopic separ-
ation of radioactive substances,
the management and repro-
cessing of spent fuel and high-
level radioactive waste, and the
production and upgradation of
heavy water, among others.

Currently, India’s installed
nuclear power capacity stands
at 8.7 gigawatt electrical (GWe),
constituting merely 1.65% of
total installed capacity. In 2025-
26,itadded 700 megawatt elec-
tric (MWe) nuclear power till Ja-
nuary this year.

Meanwhile, 6,600 MWe of
Nuclear Capacity is presently
under construction and is
targeted to be completed by
2031-32.

Additionally, 7000 MWe of
Nuclear Capacity isunder vari-
ous stages of planning and ap-
proval.

eGOLD PRICE SURGE HIT Q1 JEWELLERY DEMAND, BUT CONSUMERS KEPT SPENDING

Gold prices hit record highs in January. Despite the subsequent moderation, prices remained elevated, hurting demand for
jewellery - which in January-March slumped to its lowest in a quarter in volume terms since Covid, according to the World
Gold Council. However, in value terms, gold jewellery demand was up 31% year-on-year at $47 billion - the highest ever for
the first quarter of a calendar year. Central banks, too, kept buying gold, with net purchases in the first three months of 2026
at 244 tonnes, higher than the quarterly average in the last five years.

Quarterly jewellery consumption, tonnes
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Centre meets 98% of FY26 capex Maruti Suzuki market
target, led by Railways & NHAI

Prasanta Sahu
New Delhi, May 3

THE CENTRE achieved
around Rs 10.75 lakh crore, or
98%, of its revised capital ex-
penditure target of Rs 10.96
lakh crore for FY26, a senior
official said.

In the Budget presented on
February 1, the government
had revised downward the
FY26 capex target to Rs 10.96
lakh crore from the budget es-
timate of Rs 11.21 1akh crore.

“The capex achievement is
very good,” the official said, ad-
ding that the momentum in

asset-creating expenditure
continued.

The Centre’s capex push
was led by the Railway Board
and the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI),
which together accounted for
47% of total capital expenditure
in FY26. The Railway Board in-
vested Rs 2.6 lakh crore, while
NHAI spent Rs 2.4 lakh crore.

The Centre also nearly
fully utilised the Rs 1.5 lakh
crore earmarked for 50-year
interest-free capex loans to
states for FY26.

In FY25, it achieved capital
expenditure of Rs 10.52 lakh

Quarterly central bank net purchases, tonnes
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crore against the revised esti-
mate of Rs 10.18 lakh crore and
the budget estimate of Rs 11.11
lakh crore.

For the past two years, the
Centre’s capex has remained
around 3% of the GDP, con-
sidered an ideal level under fis-
cal management norms, lend-
ingsupport to economic growth.

For FY27, the Centre has
budgeted capital expenditure
to rise 11.5% to Rs 12.2 lakh
crore. Effective capital expen-
diture, which includes grants-
in-aid to states for asset cre-
ation, is projected to grow 22.1%
Rs17.11akh crore. FE

SOURCE: METALS FOCUS, WORLD GOLD COUNCIL

GAZETTENOTIFICATION FOR SOUTH COAST RAILWAY SOON

How the newest rail zone
came into being; ops likely
tocommence from Junel

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, May 3

MINISTER FOR Railways
Ashwini Vaishnaw last Tues-
day (April 28) announced
in Visakhapatnam that the
gazette notification for the
creation of South Coast Railway
Zone (SCoR) will Dbe
issued soon, with operations
expected to commence from
June 1, 2026.

The minister was address-
ing the gathering after the
ground-breaking ceremony of
Google Cloud India Al Hub in
the city, saying that the new
zone will mark a significant
step toward strengthening the
Railway Administration in
Andhra Pradesh.

SCoR isthe newest and 18th
zone of Indian Railways. It is
headquartered in Visakhapat-
nam, Andhra Pradesh.

The foundation of the zone
lies in the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act of 2014,
which led to the formation
of Telangana.

Since then, there has
been a continuous demand
for a separate railway zone in
the state. However, it was ful-
filled only after the 2024 gen-
eral election when the state and
the Centre came on the same
page.

Andhra Pradesh’s ruling Te-
lugu Desam Party (TDP)
is part of the BJP-led
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) at the
Centre.

On February 7, 2025,
the Union Cabinet gave
ex post facto approval
for the creation of the new
South Coast Railway Zone. The
zone connects to the area rich
in minerals and natural re-
sources with the important
ports on the eastern coast, in-
cluding Visakhapatnam port.

That is why it is set to
become one of the important
zones for freight loading
in Railways.

Howwas it created?

The new zone covers the
major portion of Andhra Pra-
desh, and parts of Telangana,
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.

It is divided into four
divisions, namely Guntakal,
Guntur, Vijayawada and
Visakhapatnam (erstwhile Wal-
tair).

It was created after carving
out the areas of two adjacent

shareup 42%in FY27

New Delhi: The country’s lar-
gest carmaker, Maruti Suzuki
India, has started the new fiscal
FY27 with a 42% market share,
increasing from 39% in the pre-
vious fiscal.

As per industry estimates,
the company, which posted a
record domestic sales 0f1,91,122
units in April, gained nearly 3
percentage points in market
share the month.

Maruti Suzuki India Senior
Executive Officer, Marketing
and Sales, Partho Banerjee, said
that although the company’s
increase in market share has
been led by its passenger cars,
SUVs have also made a signifi-

cant contribution.

“We started the new fiscal
with abangin April with record
sales and also gained market
share,” he said. Its previous
highest domestic sales were re-
corded at 1,82,165 units in De-
cember 2025.

As for the sales of small
cars comprising models Alto,
S-Presso, Celerio and WagonR,
he said, “We have grown
by 74.4%.” Carmakers had
started the new fiscal on a
strong note with an estimated
4.5 lakh units of passenger ve-
hicles sold in April, up 27% as
compared to 3.54 lakh units in
April last year. PTI

e MOST MEMBERS CANNOT MEET TARGETS DUE TO THE STRAIT'S CLOSURE; QUOTA INCREASE REMOVES UAE SHARE AFTER IT LEFT OPEC+ AND OPEC ON MAY 1

OPEC+ agrees 3rd oil ()utput quota hike since Hormuz closure

Reuters
London, May 3

OPEC+ AGREED on Sunday a
modest oil output hike for
June, an increase that will re-
main largely on paper aslongas
the Iran war continues to dis-
rupt Gulf oil supplies through
the Strait of Hormuz.

Seven OPEC+ countries will
raise oil output targets by
188,000 barrels per day in June,
the third consecutive monthly
increase, OPEC+said in a state-
ment after an online meeting.

The increase is the same as
that agreed for May minus the
share of the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE), which left the group
on May 1.

The move is designed to
show the groupisready toraise
supplies once the war stops and
signals that OPEC+ is pressing
onwith abusiness-as-usual ap-
proach despite the departure of
the UAE from OPEC+, OPEC+
sources and analysts said.

“OPEC+ is sending a two-
layer message to the market:
continuity despite the UAE’s
exit, and control despite li-
mited physical impact,” said
Jorge Leon, an analyst at Rys-
tad and former OPEC official.

“While output is increasing
on papetr, the real impact on
physical supply remains very li-
mited given the Strait of Hor-
muz constraints. This is less
about addingbarrels and more

The seven members who met include Saudi Arabia, Iraq,
Russia, and others.

about signalling that OPEC+
still calls the shots.”

Top OPEC+ producer Saudi
Arabia’squotawill rise t010.291
million bpd in June under the

REUTERS FILE

agreement, far above actual
production. The kingdom re-
ported actual production of7.76
million bpd to OPEC in March.

The seven members who
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met on Sunday were Saudi Ara-
bia, Iraq, Kuwait, Algeria, Ka-
zakhstan, Russia, and Oman.
With the UAE leaving,
OPEC+includes21 membersin-
cludingIran. Butinrecent years
only the seven nations plus the
UAE have been involved in
monthly production decisions.
The Iran war, which began
on February 28, and the result-
ing closure of the Hormuz strait
have throttled exports from
OPEC+ members Saudi Arabia,
Iraq and Kuwait, as well as from
the UAE. Before the conflict,
these producers were the only
countries in the group able to
raise production. Even when
shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz reopens, it will take

several weeks if not months for
flows to normalise, oil execu-
tives from the Gulf and global
oil traders have said.

The supply disruption has
propelled oil pricestoa four-year
high above $125 per barrel as
analysts begin to predict wide-
spread jet fuel shortages in one
totwo monthsand aspikeinglo-
bal inflation. The crude oil out-
put from all OPEC+ members
averaged 35.06 million bpd in
March, down 7.70 million bpd
from February, OPEC said in a
report last month, with Iragand
Saudi Arabiamakingthe biggest
cutsdueto constrained exports.

The seven OPEC+ members
will meet again on June 7, the
statement said.

New Delhi

| O

Vaishnaw said the zone will be a major step toward strengthening

Railway Administration in Andhra Pradesh.

zones, East Coast Railway
(ECoR) and South Central Rail-
way (SCR).

For the 18th zone, Railways
divided the erstwhile Waltair
division of ECoR into two parts.
Around 410 km was assigned to
the Visakhapatnam division,
while the remaining 680 km
was renamed as the Rayagada
division, replacing the colonial-
eraname.

Further, the other two
divisions, Vijayawada and Gun-
tur, were created from South
Central Railway.

Whatisthe status

of the zone?

The zone has yet to begin
operations.

In January 2025,
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi laid the
foundation stone for the
SCoR’s headquarters in
Visakhapatnam.

A total of 52.2 acres of land
at Mudasarlova has been ear-
marked for the headquarters,
which the State Government
handed over to Railways in Au-
gust 2024.

Officials said that Rs. 184
crore has been sanctioned
for the setting up of the
South Coast Railway head-
quarters.

Along the same lines, the
construction of the zonal head-
quarters office building has also
been taken up.

The general manager of
SCoR was appointed within
months of construction work.

The new zone also gains
importance given the fact
that the railway projects worth
approximately Rs 1,06,000
crore are currently underway in
Andhra Pradesh.

* BRIEFLY
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Butwhyisthere
opposition?

While SCoR is being touted
as an important requirement
for the Railways, there hasbeen
opposition from Odisha’s politi-
cal parties, alleging
that ECoR’s revenue-making
portion has been given to the
new zone.

In fact, the transfer of the
50-km Palasa-Ichchapuram
section from ECoR to SCoR
united the ruling BJP and
the opposition BJD earlier
this month.

The parties demanded that
the decision be repealed
as it will affect the revenue
of ECoR, which covers almost
the entire state of Odisha,
andisheadquartered in Bhuba-
neshwatr.

However, the Railway
Board said that none of
the seven stations in the
Palasa-Ichchapuram section is
located within Odisha,
and these are small to mid-
sized stations that primarily
handle passenger traffic.

The Board also stated that
none of them is a major freight
loading point. So far, ECoR has
remained one of the most
freight-revenue-generating
divisions of Indian Railways.

In the last financial year,
2025-26, the zone transported
286 million tonnes of freight,
accounting for over 17% of the
Railways’ total freight loading
during the period.

While nearly 65% of Indian
Railways’ revenue comes from
freight, the share of goods rev-
enue in ECoR is more than
90%. The zone stretches along
a long coastal line rich in min-
erals and natural resources.

‘670 bn energy,
digital infra plan
for Asia-Pacific’

Samarkand, Uzbekistan:
The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) Sunday said

it will back $70 billion in
new energy and digital
infrastructure initiatives
across Asiaand the
Pacificby 2035, aimed at
strengthening cross-border
connectivity and
expanding access to
electricity and broadband.
Energy and digital access
will play adefining rolein
shapingtheregion’s future,
addingthat theinitiatives
seektolink power grids and
digital networks to lower
costs and expand opportun-
ities, ADB President Masato
Kanda said while speaking
atthe 59th annual meeting
of the bank. PTI

Leather, footwear
industry seeks

duty exemptions

New Delhi: Theleather and
footwear industry has
sought duty exemptions
on anumber of critical
inputs such as synthetic
leather, metal accessories,
machinery, threads,
moulds, and certain
chemicals as the ongoing
West Asia crisis has pushed
input costsup by up

to 60%, an official said.
The industry has recently
flagged the matter with
the commerce and
industry ministry. PTI

End-of-life
vehicle rule hits

auto industry

New Delhi: The automobile
industryisstaringatahit of
about Rs 25,000 crore on bot-
tomline for FY26 with the
Environment Protection
(End-of-Life Vehicles) Rules
2025, triggering an account-
ingstandard clause that
requires automakersto
make budgetary provision
for environmental compen-
sation for vehiclessold in the
past. Asperindustry
executives, an “innocuous
looking” clauseinthe
Environment Protection
(End-of-Life Vehicle) Rules,
2025 notified by Ministry

of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, in

January 2025 has spooked
automakers. PTI

‘Gold, silver may
berange-bound
next week’

New Delhi: Precious metal
prices are expected to
witness mixed movement
next week as investors
trackdevelopmentsinthe
US-Iran conflict, string of
global economic data
releases, and domestic
political cues, analysts said.
Traders will monitor PMI
readings from major
economies, followed by US
labour market indicators
and non-farm payroll data
for fresh cues on monetary
policy and bullion demand,
theyadded. PTI
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Vitamin D boosts chemosuccess Fish oil may be hurting your brain Why superagers beatdementia Polluted waterriskier for children Howkiller T cells destroy cancer

daily vitamin D supple- W:}}‘fﬁé‘ﬁ% -5, ish oil has long been i rare group of adults over troubling new study k- = 'i he body’s “killer” T cells
ment may quietly super- Fi*;" 3 uj-??- praised as brain-boosting, 80, known as super- fromthe Massachusetts v don’tjustattack —they
charge chemotherapy.In " AR but new research sug- agers, are rewriting what Institute of Technology e P} strike with astonishing

—— precision, forming atiny, highly

(MIT) reveals thatacommon
environmental contaminant,
NDMA — found in polluted
water, certain medications,
and even processed foods — may pose a far greater
cancer risk to children than adults. In experiments
with mice, young animals exposed to the chemical de-
veloped significantly more DNA damage and cancer,
despite experiencing the same initial exposure as
adults. The key difference lies in how rapidly children’s
cells divide, which turns early DNA damage into dan-
gerous mutations much more easily.

we thought was possible for
the ageing brain. With memory
abilities comparable to people
decades younger, their brains
either resist or withstand the damage typically linked
to Alzheimer’s disease. Over decades of research,
scientists have noticed some lifestyle and personality
traits that set superagers apart from their peers, in-
cluding being highly social and outgoing. Scientists at
Northwestern University believe these insights could
pave the way for new strategies to delay or even pre-
vent dementia.

gests the story may be more
complicated. Scientists from

the Medical University of South |
Carolinafound thatin people

with repeated mild head injuries, a key Omega-3 fatty
acid in fish oil — EPA — may actually interfere with the
brain’s ability to repair itself. Instead of helping re-
covery, it appears to weaken blood vessel stability, dis-
rupt healing signals and even contribute to harmful pro-
tein buildup linked to cognitive decline. These
supplements are now appearing not only in capsules
butalsoindrinks, dairy alternatives and snacks.

asmallstudy, carriedoutatthe s
Botucatu School of Medicineat =
Sao Paulo State University
(FMB-UNESP), women who
took low doses alongside treatment were far more
likely to see their cancer vanish than those who didn’t.
Since vitamin D also supportsimmune function — and
many patients are deficient — it could be playing a
bigger role than expected. Scientists say this afford-
able approach deservesinvestigation. Many previous
studies examining vitamin D and cancer have focused
onmuch higher doses thanthose used in this research.

organised contact zone that
lets them destroy dangerous
cells without harming their
neighbours. Now, scientists from the University of
Geneva (UNIGE) and the Lausanne University Hospital
(CHUV) have managed to visualise these mechanisms
inthree dimensions under near-native conditions. They
have captured this process in unprecedented detail, re-
vealing a hidden world of molecular choreography.
These insights could help refine treatments, especially
inimmuno-oncology.

HEALING
TOUCH

DRROMMEL TICKOO

DIRECTOR, INTERNAL MEDICINE,
MAX HEALTHCARE
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Sodium regulates the movement of water into and out of cells

Why drinking water
isn’t enough, you
need electrolytes

Drinking 5 litres of water in aday
landed patient in ICU. Here’s why

HIS 25-YEAR-OLD marketing executive mostly

spends his day criss-crossing the city on his

motorcycle, moving from one client meeting to

another, braving the furnace-like midday heat. Like
many young professionals, he believed he was doing the right
thing by drinking water constantly. He stopped frequently to
refill his bottle, consuming nearly five litres through the day.
What he did not do was eat. He consumed no fruit, no electro-
lyte drink, no oral rehydration solution — only plain water.
That proved costly.

By evening, he began to feel strangely light-headed. Nausea
followed. He dismissed it as exhaustion. He pushed on, deter-
mined to finish his final appointments. Within hours, his
speech became sluggish. He grew unusually drowsy and dis-
oriented. Alarmed colleagues rushed him to our emergency
department. Blood investigations revealed that his sodium
level had plummeted to124 mEq/L, far below the normal
range 0f 135t0 145 mEq/L. The diagnosis was acute hyponatre-
mia —adangerous fall in blood sodium caused by excessive
saltloss through sweating, worsened by overconsumption of
plain water that diluted it further. His case is far from isolated.
Across India, where summer temperatures are now routinely

touching44-47 degrees Celsius,
hospitals are seeingarise

Drin king toolittle in heat-related electrolyte
. disturbances.

waterisas Sweatingisthe body’s

dangerous as primary cooling mechanism. As

drinkinglarge sweat evaporates from the skin,

amounts without itdissipates heat and helps regu-
late body temperature. Yet

electrolytes sweat is not merely water. It

carrieswith it sodium, chloride,

potassium and other essential
electrolytes — charged minerals that regulate nerve impulses,
muscle contractions, fluid balance and heart rhythm. Under
normal conditions, these losses are modest and easily replen-
ished through regular food and drink. But under prolonged
exposure to extreme heat, particularly when coupled with
physical exertion, the losses can be significant.

InIndia, the common advice during summer is to “drink a
lot of water.” But water alone cannot replace the electrolytes
lost. In fact, when consumed excessively without adequate salt
intake, it can dilute sodium levelsin the bloodstream, creating
precisely the kind of dangerousimbalance seen in the young
executive’s case. You need electrolyte-infused water. Sodium
regulates the movement of water into and out of cells, particu-
larly in the brain. When sodium levels drop too low, water
shiftsinto cells, causing them to swell. In the brain, where the
skull leaves no room for expansion, this swelling can rapidly
becomelife-threatening. The earliest symptoms are often de-
ceptively mild — headache, fatigue, dizziness, nausea and
confusion. As sodium levels continue to fall, drowsiness
deepensinto altered consciousness. Seizures may occur. In
severe cases, patients can slip into coma. What makes
hyponatremia especially dangerous during Indian summers is
thatit often affects the young. Outdoor workers, delivery per-
sonnel, field executives, traffic police officers and
construction workers are particularly vulnerable.

Thenthere is hypernatremia, which develops when water
loss exceeds replacement. This typically occurs when some-
one exposed to intense heat sweats profusely but fails to drink
enough fluids. Asbody water content drops, sodium becomes
increasingly concentrated in the blood. It causes cells to shrink
aswater isdrawn out of them. Intense thirst and dryness of the
mouth progress toirritability, restlessness, muscle twitching,
confusion and seizures. In severe cases, hypernatremia can
cause permanent neurological damage.

Thus, summer heat presents a paradoxical challenge:
drinkingtoo little water can be dangerous but drinking large
amounts of plain water without electrolyte replacement can be
equally hazardous.

The semaglutide

boomishere.Sois

self-medication

Experts caution that improper dosing and poor
patient selection could turn a breakthrough drug

into a health hazard

Anonna Dutt

IFTY-FIVE YEAR-OLD Gujarat

resident Ravi Parikh* had heard

of the weight-loss properties of se-

maglutide, a diabetes regulating

drugwith spin-off effects on obes-
ity. While he found it difficult to take the in-
jectable drug, he bought oral pills over-the-
counter from a local pharmacy. Several
months later, he decided to go to Dr Anoop
Misra’s clinic to get evaluated, worried about
the side effects he had read about.

While undergoing tests, he was diag-
nosed with medullary thyroid cancer. In
fact, he had a family history of this type of
cancer, and, therefore, belongs toagroup of
patients unsuited for new-age weight loss
drugs. Some animal studies have linked an
increase in the risk of this type of cancer with
the use of GLP-1drugs such as semaglutide.
“Those with a family history of this type of
cancer should not be prescribed semaglu-
tide — the drug comes with awarning. This
is why we need to carefully select patients
who are given any GLP-1drug. It should not
be prescribed by anyone other than diabe-
tologists, internal medicine specialists, orin
some cases, cardiologists. And, it should
definitely not be taken without the advice of
a doctor,” says Dr Anoop Misra, chairman,
Fortis C-Doc, Diabetes and Allied Sciences,
New Delhi.

While this was a very prominent case
where the patient should not have received
the drug at all, Dr Misra is worried about
many self-medicators, taking both oral and
injectable versions on their own. This
number has increased to one case every 10
days at his clinic since the injectable drugs
became available in India last year. “These
numbers are likely to go up further with
cheaper generic versions of semaglutide
now available in the market,” he says.

As for side effects, he has seen patients
come in with gastrointestinal symptoms
such asnausea or vomiting or in some cases
other more severe symptoms such as pan-
creatic pain. “These drugs can lead to sub-
stantial weight loss and improve blood sugar
control, making them attractive options for
obesity and diabetes management. But the
protocol has to be customised according to
the patient’s profile.”

Who should not take
thedrug?

Thyroid Cancer Risk: Individuals with a
personal or family history of Medullary
Thyroid Carcinoma (MTC) or Multiple
Endocrine Neoplasia syndrome type 2
(MEN2) should avoid these medications.

Pregnancy and Breastfeeding: GLP-1
agonists are not safe during pregnancy
(should stop two months before con-
ception) or while breastfeeding.

Pancreatitis: A history of pancreatitis is
acontraindication as these drugs can
increase the risk of inflammation.

Severe Gastrointestinal Disease:
Those with severe gastrointestinal is-
sues, particularly gastroparesis (slow
stomach emptying), should not use
thesedrugs.

WHO NEEDS VIGIL

Diabetic Retinopathy: Individuals with
vision damage from diabetes should
consultadoctor as rapid blood sugar
improvement can paradoxically worsen
this condition.

Mental Health Conditions: A history of
eating disorders or depression requires
careful evaluation.

Kidney Impairment: People with an
eGFR below 30. Patients with advanced
kidney disease require monitoring be-
cause nausea, vomiting and dehydra-
tion can worsen renal function.

The correct dosage

Selecting the correct dose and scaling it
up slowly is the right way to ensure weight
loss drugs do their job, according to Dr V
Mohan, chairperson of Dr Mohan’s Diabetes
Specialities Centre in Chennai. “This is the
reason why the medicine should always be
taken under the guidance of a doctor,” he
adds. The drug is meant for people with a
body mass index over 30 or between 27 and
30 if they have other obesity-related condi-
tions such as diabetes or hypertension.
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Take the case of 50 year-old Chennai
resident Sangeeta* who took a very high
dose for her first shot. She mistakenly dialled
ahigh1mginstead of 0.1 mgon her pre-filled
pen. She ended up in a hospital with severe
vomiting, which took doctors nearly two
days and several saline drips to control prop-
erly. “Most patients experience nausea and
vomiting initially, some may also experience
diarrhoea. But every patient reacts differ-
ently. Some experience the symptoms in-
itially even with the smallest dosesbut don’t
experience it later with the higher doses
once they have adjusted to it. Others might
experience such symptoms only on higher
doses and thus have to be maintained on a
lower one. Some may need to continue with
the lower dose longer than the recom-
mended four weeks before scaling up or
they may need to skip a week in between.
Thisisthe reason they have to be constantly
followed up,” says Dr Mohan.

This dose adjustment, other than selec-
tion of the patient, also plays an important
role in safe use of the drug. Dr Mohan adds,
“Even before the generic versions entered
the market, there were some unscrupulous
gym trainers, beauticians, and wellness stu-
dios who were prescribing the drug to
people. That’s how the trend of Mounjaro
brides began, where women take the drug
before their wedding to shed the extrakilos.
While most patients experience just gastro-
intestinal symptoms, the drugs also have
some serious side effects.”

The GLP-1 drugs have been linked with
an increased risk of thyroid cancer, pancre-
atitis, stomach paralysis and even a specific
type of blindness. “The drugs have now
been linked to depression. If anything
happens to a person, who will take care of
the symptoms, who will be responsible? If a
doctor prescribes the medicine, they would
be responsible for managing the side effects
aswell,” says Dr Mohan.

Increased prescription

With cheaper generic versions costing
up to 90 per cent lower than the innovator
molecule, their prescription has increased.
“There has certainly been an increase in pre-
scription of the GLP-1drugs with the generic
versions becoming available and the inno-
vators dropping prices. What this essentially
means is that people, for whom the price
might have been a barrier earlier, are now
considering using the drugs,” says Dr Am-
brish Mithal, chairman and head of endo-
crinology and diabetes at Max Healthcare.

While he hasn’t seen patientslanding up
with acute side effects in his clinic yet, he
does see patients who have started taking
the drug without consultation but later
reach out to him after family or friends ad-
vise against it.

“While there are strict guidelines as to
who should be prescribing the medicine, en-
forcing it can be a challenge. Some doctors
may also prescribe it because they know if
they don’t, someone else will. But it should
definitely be given only to those it is meant
for. When appropriately prescribed and
monitored, GLP-1drugs remain safe and ef-
fective for many patients,” says Dr Mithal.

*Names changed to protect privacy

e CUTTING EDGE

Dengueis spreading fast: Can science outsmartit at last?

From Al-driven research to vaccines, scientists are
racing to decode why dengue turns deadly

AnuradhaMascarenhas

FROM DECODING the virus cell by cell to
predicting severe illness before symptoms
escalate, scientists are deploying break-
through technologies to study dengue like
never before. Tools such as single-cell se-
quencing —akin toamicroscopic detective
trackingwhat happensinside each infected
cell — and advanced protein biomarker
analysis, which scans thousands of biolog-
ical signals in a single blood test, are set to
transform how dengueis understood, diag-
nosed and treated.

As climate change reshapes the global
dengue landscape, COMBAT, an Indo-EU
research alliance, is taking on the most com-
plex challenges thrown up by the disease.
Bringing together leading scientists from
India and Europe, the initiative focusses on
decoding the underlying mechanisms of
dengue infection toimprove vaccine devel-
opment and transform treatment strategies.

The European arm of the programme is
funded by the European Union’s HORIZON
Research and Innovation Actions while In-
dia’s contribution is supported by the De-
partment of Biotechnology under the Min-

istry of Science and Technology.
According to Prof Ujjwal Neogi, who
leadsthe global team at Karolinska Institute,
Sweden, COMBAT will help strengthen pub-
lic health infrastructure and surveillance
strategies to tackle the growing risk of
dengue outbreaks in both endemic and
non-endemicregions. TheIndianarmisled
by Prof Arindam Maitra, along with Dr Sagar
Sengupta and Dr Anup Mazumder from
BRIC-National Institute of Biomedical Ge-
nomics (NIBMG), Kalyani. Prof Maitra ex-
plains that NIBMG studies how a person’s
genes influence their risk of infections and
how diseases develop. “Using advanced
tools, the team will try to understand why
dengue becomes severe in some people by
closely studying genes, body responses and
biological markers,” he says.
High-resolution microscopy will allow
scientiststo observe the virus attacking cells
inreal time, almost like watchingalive film
of infection. Al will be integrated into bio-
logical pipelines, enabling systems to learn
from dengue data and rapidly adaptinsights
to other emerging pathogens. Researchers
are also developing organ-on-chip models,
which recreate miniature versions of

Using advanced
tools, the team will
try tounderstand
why dengue
becomes severein
some people
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human organs to safely study infection
without testing on people. These insights
were not possible just afew years ago. Some
ofthese technologies are also expected tobe
installed in Indian institutes.

Alongside research efforts, progress in
vaccine development is gaining momen-
tum. The Indian Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR), in collaboration with Pana-
cea Biotec, is currently conducting a Phase
III trial of DengiAll, a single-dose recombi-
nant dengue vaccine. “The trial spans 20
sites across 19 states and Union Territories
and has enrolled more than 10,300 partici-
pants,” says Dr Naveen Kumar, Director of
ICMR-NIV (National Institute of Virology)
Pune. Atthe sametime, Takeda'stetravalent
dengue vaccine TAK-003, known as

New Delhi

Qdenga, has recently received clearance
from the subject expert committee under
the Drugs Controller General of India for use
in individuals aged four to 60 years. “This
vaccine represents a significant advance-
ment, showing84.1 percent efficacy against
hospitalised dengue cases and offering pro-
tection regardless of prior dengue exposure
— an advantage over earlier vaccines that
required pre-screening,” says Prof Neogi.

Despite these advances, developing an
effective dengue vaccine remains acomplex
challenge. One of the biggest obstacles is
antibody-dependent enhancement, a phe-
nomenon in which antibodies from a pre-
viousdengue infection can actually worsen
disease severity if a person is later infected
with a different strain. This challenge is
compounded by the existence of four dis-
tinct dengue serotypes, all of which circulate
widely. A successful vaccine must provide
long-lasting protection against all four sim-
ultaneously. Addingtothe complexity isthe
immune system’s tendency to prioritise re-
sponses to the first strain it encounters.

Together, these factors make vaccine de-
sign particularly difficult, asany imbalance
inimmune response could increase the risk
of severe disease during subsequent infec-
tions. “The COMBAT project addresses
these fundamental challenges by focusing
onunderstanding dengue’s underlying dis-
ease mechanisms and host-virus interac-
tions,” says Prof Neogi.
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Shubhajit Roy: In September last year,
Nepal experienced violent,
nationwide protests known as the
Gen Z uprising. What were the
political, social and economic reasons
thatledtoit?

In many developingand the LDC (Least
Developed Countries) countries, the unem-
ployment rate is very high. Nepal is no ex-
ception, the youth unemployment rate is
above 20 per cent. The growth rate in Nepal
is around four to five per cent per annum.
We have not been able to exceed this for
decades. There has been alow growth rate
and lack of job opportunities, especially in
the formal sector. And now people are more
educated, they have gone out, seen the
world and seen the development there.
That’s the second reason. And the third is
the corruption that exists in the country be-
cause it was like a musical chair between
three parties to elect the prime ministet.
There have been many accusations that
many of these political party leaders, in-
cludingthe (then) prime minister, were in-
volved in corruption, that they favoured
people of their political party in political ap-
pointments. It was a combination of all
these things that gave rise to the Gen Z
movement and they were able to topple
the government.

Shubhajit Roy: For the first time since
1999, a political party won such ahuge
and absolute majority in the last
elections. (The Rastriya Swatantra
Party,led by Balendra ‘Balen’ Shah
won 182 seats in the 275-seat
parliament). Is the era of the
traditional political parties and the
political elite over for now?

Definitely, it is over for people in Nepal,
of acertain age, nodoubt. But other political
parties can also revive, provided they go to
the villages, to the constituency and con-
vince people that they can do a better job.
But at this point of time, it’s a very difficult
task. People forget very easily about whom
they voted for and why they voted if they
don’t see development or any significant
change in their lives.

Shubhajit Roy: We have seenin
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, asimilar
GenZrevolution that ousted the
incumbent government. Do you see
similarities or differences between
these two countries?

There were similar challenges in Bang-
ladesh but after the election, things are mov-
ing in the right direction. Although people
question the participation of political
parties. Sri Lanka, too, has made some
changes in the political arena and in terms
of development activities, they are also
catching up. We still have to see that for
Nepal. This government would like to do a
big bang approach in governance, service
delivery as well as reduce corruption. In that
perspective, the government had submitted
eight ordinances a few days ago. These are
all related to the improvement of govern-
ance. Which means that, although our par-
liament session of the budget session is
comingsoon, the government is saying that
theywould like todo it as quickly as possible,
especially in appointing the right people in
the right place. The spirit is very high and
the approach is bigbang.

Shubhajit Roy: There’s criticism in the
Nepalese media and the civil society
onruling by ordinances, and
circumventing the parliamentary due
process is being questioned.

What the government and the ruling
party is saying is that because we have two
houses — the lower house and the national
assembly — it will take time to pass the Act
because it has to be passed by the lower
house, the parliament, and it has to be sub-
mitted to the national assembly. What the
government and the party is saying is that
we cannot wait until then. We would like to
start the work right now and show the re-
sults. So, that’s the reason why we have these
ordinances and in the meantime we’ll sub-
mit them to the parliament.

Shubhajit Roy: There is an anti-
corruption commission thathasbeen
setup. Do you think this could lead to
witch hunting or political vendetta?

The investigation of the property — of
the undersecretary and above and the politi-
cal appointees — was done by the govern-
ment of Nepal once, along time ago. This is
thesecond time they are doingit. If you can-
not show the sources of your property, then
you’llhave a problem. ButIdon’t think there
isany kind of vendetta.

Shubhajit Roy: You have spent four
years here inIndia. From that time,
how do yousee the arc of the India-
Nepal bilateral relationship?

In terms of output and outcome, there
has been tremendous progress. I am com-
paring the last 20 years with how much we
have achieved in two or three yearsand it’s
remarkable. I will give you one or two
examples. One is specifically in the area of
energy. In 2022, a memorandum of under-
standing joint vision statement on power
sector cooperation was signed between the
two governments. And, in 2022, we started
exporting about 39 megawatt. But now we
are exporting about 1300 megawatt. Next
year, hopefully, that will increase by
another 40 per cent. We are getting a sig-
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NEWSMAKERS IN THE NEWSROOM

WHY SHANKAR PRASAD SHARMA

Shankar Prasad Sharma has been the ambassador of Nepal to India for the last four years. A top academic and one of Nepal’s foremost economists, he was the
Vice Chairman of Nepal’s Planning Commission and also served as Nepal’s ambassador to the US during the Obama administration. While he has been stationed
in Delhi since 2022, Nepal has seen five prime ministers and the Gen Z protests. The bilateral ties with India also witnessed ups and downs during this period. This

makes him best placed to explain the challenging political atmosphere in Nepal as well as turbulence in ties with India.

ONTHE LIPULEKH
PASS DISPUTE

Regarding trade between
India and China, the
Nepal government has
already protested, stating
we must be involved. That
isour land and there
should be negotiations
and they should be
addressed trilaterally

: .
DE e
= P

' J‘{

1

ONTHEEND OF THE
POLITICAL ELITE

Itis over for people in
Nepal, of a certain age.
Other political parties
can revive, provided they
go to thevillages, to the
constituency and
convince people that they
can do a better job. But,
it’s adifficult task

‘Nepal would like to balance its
forcign policy relationship because
we need all our friends’

Shankar Prasad Sharma, outgoing Ambassador of Nepal to India, on the churnin Nepal and whatled to
the Gen Z uprising, Nepal’s bilateral ties with India, and navigating the politics of water and boundaries.
The session was moderated by Shubhajit Roy, Diplomatic Editor, The Indian Express
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Shankar Prasad Sharma, outgoing Ambassador of Nepal to India (right), in conversation with Shubhajit Roy, Diplomatic Editor, The Indian Express, at the Noida office asHINAV SAHA

nificantamount of revenue out of this elec-
tricity. In the initial stage, there were also
restrictions. Nepali sales were slightly dis-
criminated against the domestic sales and
the investors. But now, we are on par with
Indian investors.

Second, there hasbeen a tripartite agree-
ment between Nepal, Indiaand Bangladesh
to sell electricity from Nepal to Bangladesh
viaIndia. Though the spare transmission ca-
pacity between Bangladesh and Indiais very
little, about 60 or 40 megawatt, we have
been continuously exporting to Bangladesh
without any interruptions fromIndia. Then
there are the petroleum products. There has
been one cross-border pipeline but that was
inaugurated before 2022. Two more pipe-
lines are being built in Nepal with the sup-
port of India. There has been continuity in
supply, except that the prices have gone up.
There has been some shortage in LPG but
thatis happening even in India.

Then thereisthisintegrated check post,
three were completed recently —
Birganj/Raxaul, Nepalgun/Rupaidiha, and
Biratnagar/Jogbari — and are in operation.
Two more are being built. We have also
started UPI which benefited many Indian
traders and tourists going to Nepal. There
are so many other connectivity projects.
Even if we look at the number of bilateral
meetings that had happened in 2025, it's
more than 12 in one year. I think there has
been continuity in all these areas despite the
political ups and downs in Nepal. But there
are also issues and challenges.

Rakesh Sinha: My question is about
the Lipulekh Pass boundary issue,
which peaked during the rule of the
Oli government. Will it test Prime
Minister Shah as he resets ties with
India? Secondly, India and China are
settoresume trade via Lipulekh Pass
next month and the Mansarovar
pilgrims will also be using that pass,
what are your comments?

Firstly, once an issue like the boundary
isincluded in the constitution, nobody can

ARl

take it out so easily, regardless of the gov-
ernment. During the first meeting when I
arrived in 2022, there was a high-level dis-
cussion about this. It was agreed that the
existing bilateral mechanism would starta
dialogue. Thatis the best way, through dia-
logue and diplomacy. Regarding trade be-
tween India and China, the Nepal govern-
ment has already protested, stating we
must be involved. There should be negoti-
ations as that is our land and it should be
addressed trilaterally.

DivyaA:In thelast two years, there
have been cartographic disputes, be it
about currency notes or the airlines.
How is that affecting dialogue?
Regarding the airlines, that was total
negligence. These days, one can Google and
find many things, and nobody cared; we
suspected that was what happened and it
was immediately corrected. Regarding the
currency note, we already had the map on
the current note but now we have anew map
followingthe new constitution. It was a sub-
stitution of the map, according to officials,
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it will not impact the relationship between
the two countries, but sometimes the media
hypes these things, causing concern.

Shubhajit Roy: Following up on the
new map, it was passed by
parliament under Prime Minister Oli
and ithas taken a political messaging
thatunderlines Nepal’s territorial
integrity. However, from the Indian
perspective, it challenges India’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty.
How did you address thisissue in
bilateral conversations with

Indian officials?

This was already raised at the Prime
Minister level. Nepal’s Prime Minister
raised thisissue with the Prime Minister of
India in 2022. The embassy and I facilitate
instructions from our headquarters be-
cause the matter has already reached the
highest levels. In any bilateral relationship,
if there are certain unpleasant things hap-
pening, we should move on, which is
what we are trying to do and address chal-
lenges diplomatically.

ON MAINTAINING
TIES WITH INDIA

Nepal is a developing
country with a difficult
terrain, sowe need a lot of
money for infrastructure.
The focus of this new
governmentis on
governance, I'T, service
delivery. We need support

-my.  from all the countries
epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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Amitabh Sinha: Many Nepalese youth
are movingto the Middle East for
work. Canyou give us asense of the
numbers and how it compares to
those comingto India for work?

More than four million people work out-
side Nepal, excluding India. Previously, job
opportunities were mainly in India, then
inthe second phase, it moved to the Middle
Eastand Malaysia. Now, there are longlines
in Nepal, for police reports, to go to Spain,
Portugal, Croatia, Romania and Japan. In
Japan, the largest diaspora of workers is
from Nepal. In Australia, there are more
than 200,000; you might meet a Nepali per-
son every day on the metro or in a taxi. This
demographic change has become an op-
portunity for some. Some European com-
panies specifically prefer Nepali workers.
InJapan, too. While this is not a permanent
solution — we need to create jobs domesti-
cally — it provides an opportunity for the
country to diversify our economy because
our foreign exchange can now cover 21
months ofimportsin today’s standards. We
have a trade deficit with India and pay in
dollars but the economy should eventually
move toward more domestic production
and development.

Nikhil Ghanekar: How does Nepal
want to approach theissue with
regards tothe Kosiriver?

When we talk about any water project, it
becomes political in Nepal. We talk about
Pancheshwar (project), this was signed so
long ago, we still have not resolved it. About
Koshi and Gandak, Nepali people would like
to reflect on the history of the earlier agree-
ment between Nepal and India. Although
the water is flowing, we are losing time, we
are losing money. We should have some
good negotiation.

People are saying that now things have
changed. The Nepalese, too, have become
capable, they can also hire expertsand India
has also learned many things. If they have
made mistakes in the past, they don’t want
to repeat it. Now is probably a good time to

New Delhi

have negotiations on some of these issues.

Flora Swain: With the new Balen Shah
government, how doyousee the
foreign policy evolving, especially
withrespecttoIndia?

Nepal is a developing country with a
growth rate between four to five percent. It
has difficult terrain, so we need a lot of
money for infrastructure and economicde-
velopment, and because the focus of this
new government is on governance, IT, ser-
vice delivery, we need support from all the
countries. Havingsaid that, we have almost
every sector of Nepal linked with Indian ac-
tivities. So, if India is growing at a rate of
seven-eight per cent, we could also grow
parallelly. It may not happen similarly with
other countries. But Nepal would like to bal-
anceits foreign policy relationship because
we need all our friends.

Monojit Majumdar: Why exactly has
the democratic experimentbeen so
fragilein Nepal? What are the
fundamental reasons for instability?

First of all, the constitution itself. When
we included the proportional system of rep-
resentation in the parliament, 60-40, that
created thisuncertainty and a coalition gov-
ernment all the time. Although, many are
now sayingthat it is not true because the RSP
got almost two-third. The second issue is
that our governance has been quite weak.
That’s the reason why the service delivery
part has been affected adversely.

The third part is, we also definitely need
to have a higher growth rate. The dilemma
in Nepal is that the poverty reduction is sub-
stantial, but there is no substantial econ-
omic growth.

The manufacturing sector which can
create jobs has not become that feasible in
Nepal. It has declined from 10 per cent in
early 2000 to now 5 per cent plus. When
India opened up, when India becomes com-
petitive, when Chinese goods are so cheap,
then it’s extremely difficult for Nepal to de-
velop manufacturing. There is an open
border between India and Nepal, so what-
ever you do, there will be smuggling. These
are some of the reasons that had reper-
cussions on the economy of Nepal. So Nepal
needs to seriously work towards structural
transformation of the economy.

Shubhajit Roy: There have been these
concerns in Delhi on China’s
increasing footprint in Nepal,
especially when Prime Minister Oli
was there. How do you assuage

these concerns?

There are probably two types of con-
cerns. One is Chinese activities which can
directly affect India, short term or even
medium term. That is reasonable. But if we
look at it statistically, China’s presence in
Nepalis not so strong. Our export toIndiais
80 per cent but to Chinais only one per cent.
Imports fromIndiais 61 per cent, Chinais18
per cent. China is competitive globally, so
Chinese goods are everywhere.

I went to the last investment summit in
Kathmandu, there were two speakers, one
from India and another from China. Both
were saying that we are the largest investor
in Nepal, but China was saying in terms of
commitment, India was saying in terms of
stock of investment. Both were right but if
we see the real investment in Nepal, it’s 35
per cent from India and only 12 per cent
from China. Then if we see the number of
people working or staying officially in Nepal,
there are 7,000 Chinese and 700,000 In-
dians. And you don’t know how many have
not registered in the Indian embassy be-
cause of the open border. Every plumber,
electrician, and house worker in Kath-
mandu, they come from India. They are
cheaper and they work hard, just like what
Nepalese do here.

Neerja Chowdhury: Inrecent years,
uncertainties have creptinto Indo-
Nepal ties. Where do you think the
turning point actually came?

Economic and development partner-
ship between the two countries have
enhanced. Once in a while, political
issues erupt.

But what I feel is that given the people-
to-people relation, open borders between
the two countries, it is not just the integra-
tion of markets and development partner-
ship, the existing social integration, cul-
tural and spiritual integration between the
two countries will always cement our ties.
That's the foundation and that will always
strengthen the relationship between the
two countries, whatever happens in
the government.

Shubhajit Roy: There has been afocus
onreligious tourism between India
and Nepal. Doyou think thathas
moved forward?

There has been some improvement but
it all depends on infrastructure develop-
mentalso. Thereisa proposal that we should
build Raxaul-Kathmandu railway with the
support of the Indian government. There is
also an expressway from the southern part
of Nepal, Nijgadh to Kathmandu, which will
be completed soon. We are talking officially
about the Buddhist and the Ramayana cir-
cuitand twin city concepts, on ayurveda and
the Janakpur railway but the progress has
been slow probably because of the instabil-
ity of the government. Hopefully now it will
speed up. They are important.
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CONVOCATION Swami Vivekanand Subharti University held its 11th Convocation
Ceremony at the Maangalya Auditorium, where over 2,500 degrees were
~ awarded to students. Acharya Devvrat attended as Chief Guest, while Umar

. Abubakar Tafidan Kabbi was the Guest of Honour. Addressing students, Acharya
Devvrat said convocation marks the beginning of new responsibilities rather than
the end of education. He stressed lifelong learning, moral values and respect for

degrees, including 115 Ph.D, were conferred. Gold medals were awarded to 45
undergraduate toppers and 23 postgraduate achievers. Chancellor Stuti Kacker
highlighted the university’s global collaborations and innovation initiatives. All
degrees were also uploaded to DigiLocker for permanent digital security.

as New Dadri Station, New Prithala Terminal and New Sri Madhopur were
=l| inspected for terminal readiness, traffic handling and infrastructure
performance. Discussions with North Western Railway focused on
integration and logistics efficiency. The corridor is enhancing faster and cost-
effective freight transport nationwide.

DAV Sarla Chopra DAV School organised a counselling session on “Making
Friends and Building Relationships” for students. The session was conducted
by Swati Jain under the guidance of Principal Upasana Sharma and Training
= Coordinator Geetu Sabharwal. The interactive and fun-filled programme
highlighted the importance of friendship and the key elements that help build
strong relationships. A student-led segment added enthusiasm and

strained friendships.

HURL Hindustan Urvarak & Rasayan Limited launched Project “SAKSHAM”
in Gorakhpur to empower youth through skill development. Siba Prasad
Mohanty inaugurated the initiative in the presence of the Vice Chancellor of
Deen Dayal Upadhyay University. Senior HURL officials, CSR
representatives and National Skill Development Corporation officials
attended the event.Launched in collaboration with NSDC, the project aims to
bridge the gap between education and employability by providing industry-
relevant skills. A total of 2,265 underprivileged and unemployed youth
across Gorakhpur, Barauni and Sindri will be trained, including 400 youth
from Gorakhpur under a Rs. 1.49 crore programme. HURL said the initiative
will promote employment, self-employment and sustainable livelihoods
- while supporting inclusive growth and a self-reliant India.

-
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I0CL Indian Qil Corporation Limited Refineries Headquarters hosted a
special session in New Delhi during Public Sector Month celebrations. The
programme was led by Arvind Kumar and featured former Ambassador
Deepak Vohra. He delivered a talk titled “The Jaamvant Effect: How India
Becomes Bharat,” highlighting India’s rise as a global power driven by
economic growth, digital advancement and strategic strength. Arvind Kumar
reaffirmed Indian Oil’s commitment to energy security and uninterrupted
petroleum supplies despite global disruptions.

EYE CAMP Sightsavers India and Dr. Ramalinga Reddy Maxivision Super Speciality
Eye Hospitals have strengthened access to eye care in Hyderabad through the
Urban Eye Health Programme during April 2025 to March 2026. Hyderabad Private
Vision Centre screened 5,276 people, distributed 687 spectacles and referred 844
cataract cases. Hyderabad UPHC Vision Centre screened 6,179 people, identified
577 cataract patients for referral and screened 370 people for diabetic retinopathy.
The initiative focused on migrant workers, low-income families and slum
communities. R. N. Mohanty said partnerships are vital for accessible community
eye care.

IIT Jodhpur Indian Institute of Technology Jodhpur scientists have developed
smart theranostic platforms that combine diagnosis and treatment for next-
generation precision healthcare. Led by Raviraj Vankayala, researchers are using
advanced nanomaterials such as MXenes, MOFs, Black Phosphorus, and
Borophene to target diseased cells with high precision. These materials can deliver
drugs, detect diseases early, and enable minimally invasive cancer treatment
through near-infrared light therapy. The team is also designing biomimetic
nanocarriers to improve treatment efficiency and reduce side effects. This
H": breakthrough strengthens IIT Jodhpur’s role in advancing global healthcare
innovation.

REC Limited has reported its highest-ever annual net profit of Rs. 16,282 crore for FY 2025-26, reflecting strong operational performance,
improved asset quality and robust demand in the power sector. The company’s total loan book rose to an all-time high of Rs. 5.84 lakh crore
as on March 31, 2026, after expanding by around Rs. 17,000 crore during the year. Its renewable energy loan portfolio grew 30% to Rs.
75,347 crore, underlining REC’s focus on supporting India’s clean energy transition. Net Stage-3 loans stood near zero at 0.12%, while
Stage-2 loans declined sharply by 75% year-on-year. During the year, REC sanctioned loans worth Rs. 4,09,097 crore, up 21%, and
disbursed Rs. 2,11,189 crore, up 10%. The board declared a final dividend of Rs. 1.55 per share, taking the total dividend for FY26 to Rs.
18.55 per equity share for shareholders across India.

BHEL Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited has reported a provisional turnover of around Rs 32,350 crore for FY 2025-26, registering 18 per
cent growth over the previous year. The company also secured total order inflows worth nearly Rs 75,000 crore during the year, taking its
outstanding order book to around Rs 2.4 lakh crore.In the power sector, BHEL maintained a strong market position with fresh orders of about
Rs 59,000 crore. Its industrial segment received orders worth around Rs 16,000 crore from transportation, transmission, defence, process
industries and industrial equipment sectors. On the execution front, BHEL commissioned or synchronised nearly 8.9 GW of power capacity
during the year. The company said it enters FY 2026-27 with strong momentum, focusing on infrastructure growth, indigenisation and
stakeholder value creation.

parents and teachers. Vice-Chancellor Pramod Kumar Sharma said 2,481 |

DFCCIL Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India Limited carried outa |
detailed inspection of the Western Dedicated Freight Corridor section from |
New Dadri to New Sri Madhopur on April 24, 2026. The review was led by |
++y» I Shyam Sunder Gupta along with senior DFCCIL officials. Key locations such |

engagement to the session. The initiative aimed to foster meaningful | ©
connections and help participants overcome feelings of isolation caused by

| ensuring affordable access,natipnwide.

INDIAN COAST GUARD Paramesh Sivamani inaugurated the new OTM '
Administrative Complex of Indian Coast Guard District Headquarters No. 13 on
« April 25, 2026, marking a major boost to India’s maritime security infrastructure.
The state-of-the-art facility at Puducherry is aimed at strengthening operational
* readiness and administrative efficiency along the eastern coast .The modern
E complex includes an advanced Operations Centre and the Maritime Rescue Sub
. _ Centre, which will serve as a hub for command, control and coordination. District
» Headquarters No. 13 oversees more than 140 nautical miles of coastline covering
Puducherry and four districts of Central Tamil Nadu. The headquarters plays a key
# role in protecting life and property at sea, preserving the marine environment and
safeguarding India’s maritime interests.

F'T'_;,:L..L pauenum i LECTURE Lal Bahadur Shastri National Memorial Trust, in collaboration with
-« National Museum, organised the 32nd Lal Bahadur Shastri Memorial Lecture,
=4 =1 delivered by Dhananjaya Y. Chandrachud on “Ethics of Public Life in an Age of
“':_"_' Technology.” He said rapid information flow, deep fakes and algorithm-driven

« systems are reshaping public perception while accountability becomes diffused,
stressing that technology must be guided by integrity. He also highlighted
concerns such as cyber warfare, misuse of digital platforms and climate change.
Anil Shastri said the lecture series reflects Lal Bahadur Shastri’s ideals of
simplicity, integrity and accountability in public life.
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EXHIBITION exhibition Neelam Shami Rao inaugurated the first edition of

Heritage Designer Collection “Soul Threads by Cottage” on April 24, 2026 at

Jawahar Vyapar Bhawan. The event was attended by senior officials, including S.

C. L. Das and Rohit Kansal. Organised by Central Cottage Industries Corporation

of India Ltd. (CCIC), the exhibition featured bespoke designer wear, fine sarees,

jewellery, artisanal crafts and home furnishings. A fashion show showcased
. heritage-inspired collections based on India’s indigenous textile traditions, along
with Khadi ensembles. The exhibition celebrates India’s rich textile legacy and
will remain open to visitors till May 10, 2026.

SAIL Dilip Kumar has assumed charge as Chief Vigilance Officer of Steel
Authority of India Limited on April 27, 2026. A senior officer of the Indian
Railway Service of Mechanical Engineers, he brings more than two decades
of experience in train operations, rolling stock maintenance and human
resource management. He has served in key positions in Indian Railways,
including Additional Divisional Railway Manager, East Central Railway, and
Chief Workshop Manager at Harnaut, Bihar. He is known for innovations
such as the first ISO 9001 certified train in ECR, in-situ wheel replacement
techniques for wagons and the Madhubani railway station beautification
project. Heis a B.Tech graduate from IIT BHU.

GMC Ghaziabad Municipal Corporation has started installing green shade nets at major traffic signals to provide relief to
commuters amid rising temperatures. Following directions of Vikramaditya Singh Malik, the Construction Department set up
permanent green nets at Hapur Chungi red light, offering shade to drivers and passengers waiting at the signal. Chief Engineer
Narendra Kumar Chaudhary has also been directed to expand the initiative to other busy intersections. The civic body plans to
install similar temporary green nets at Mohan Nagar, Thakurdwara and Vasundhara red lights, where commuters are expected
to benefit from protection againstintense summer heat.

GDA Ghaziabad Development Authority’s One-Time Settlement (OTS) scheme is receiving an encouraging public response,
with nearly 300 allottees applying so far to clear their pending dues. Introduced in line with the Government of Uttar Pradesh
vision, the scheme enables allottees to settle outstanding land and housing installments, interest and penalty charges through
a single payment while availing waivers on surcharges and penalties. The scheme remains open from April 18 to July 17,
offering financial relief and legal regularisation of properties. The authority has urged remaining allottees to make use of this
limited-period opportunity immediately. It warned that failure to settle dues after the deadline could invite strict administrative
action, including cancellation of plots or houses and recovery proceedings.

IRCTC Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has launched the “Bharat-Bhutan Mystic Mountain Tour”
aboard the Bharat Gaurav Deluxe AC Tourist Train, offering a premium 13 nights and 14 days rail-cum-road journey through
India and Bhutan. The tour will depart from Delhi Safdarjung Railway Station on May 5, 2026, with boarding also available from
Ghaziabad, Aligarh, Tundla, Kanpur, Lucknow and Varanasi. The itinerary covers Guwahati, Shillong, Cherrapuniji and Bhutan’s
scenic destinations Thimphu, Punakha and Paro. Travellers will experience monasteries, dzongs, waterfalls and Himalayan
landscapes with guided sightseeing and cultural programmes. The train features deluxe cabins, restaurants, shower cubicles
and enhanced safety amenities for 150 tourists. Prices start from Rs 1,16,545 per person, inclusive of travel, hotels,
vegetarian meals, transfers, insurance and tour escort services.

SCOPE Standing Conference of Public Enterprises (SCOPE) and International Coaching Federation have launched a first-of-
its-kind comprehensive study titled “State of Coaching in Indian PSEs” to assess the current coaching landscape and
organisational culture in Indian public sector enterprises. The study aims to create a unique framework for integrating
coaching practices and building internal coaching capabilities within PSEs through primary and secondary data collection.
Leveraging the expertise of SCOPE, the apex body of public sector enterprises, and ICF, a global coaching association, the
evidence-based initiative seeks to redefine leadership excellence in Indian PSEs. It will focus on measuring the tangible impact
of coaching, developing specialised tools and linking leadership growth with sustainable business outcomes. The initiative
marks a major step towards organisational excellence in the public sector.

Department of Fertilizers has stated that India’s fertiliser security remains strong, stable and efficiently managed, with
availability consistently higher than requirement across all major fertilisers. During the recently concluded Rabi 2025-26
season, urea availability stood at 257.59 LMT against a requirement of 196.06 LMT, while DAP availability was 75.40 LMT
against 53.43 LMT. Stocks of MOP, NPK and SSP also remained well above demand levels. For the current financial year from
April 1to April 23, 2026, fertiliser availability has continued to exceed requirement, indicating a robust opening position for the
forthcoming Kharif season. The Kharif 2026 requirement has been assessed at 390.54 LMT, of which around 180 LMT is
already available as opening stock. The government said states are coordinating closely to prevent hoarding, diversion and
black marketing. Despite sharp global price rises, farmers continue to receive subsidised urea at Rs. 266.5 per 45 kg bag,
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*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Today you're bursting with
energy to get things done. You’re enthusiastic, proactive
and ambitious. You might make travel plans. You also might
explore opportunities in medicine, the law or higher edu-
cation. Tonight: Explore and learn.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): You're chatty today and eager
toshare your ideas with others. Furthermore, you're more
confident and enthusiastic. Today you can make headway
with behind-the-scenes financial red tape matters. To-
night: Check your finances.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): This is a good day to enjoy
the company of friends. You'll be successful dealing with
groups and organisations. You might even take control but
you'll be tactful. Tonight: Listen and cooperate.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Your ambition is aroused
today, and you intend to go after what you want! People
will step aside as they do for anyone who knows where
they're going. Tonight: Get organised.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): This is a powerful way to begin
your week. The Sun at the top of your chart makes you look
fabulous. You're gung-ho to travel and explore opportun-
ities in higher education. Tonight: Socialise.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): This is a strong day for you!
Check out travel plans. Meanwhile, today is an excellent
day to defend your best interests in discussions about es-
tates, wills, inheritances, shared property, taxes and debt
because you have the advantage. Tonight: Relax at home.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Thisis a tricky day because you
might attract someone to you who is very forceful. Mean-
while, you're a people-pleaser. Deal with this combination
as best you can —and don't give away the farm. Explore
opportunities to travel and do something different. To-
night: Lively conversations.

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Today, you begin your
week hitting the pavement running. You're zealous to get a
lot done, whichis why not only are you working hard,
you're also delegating and allocating as much as possible.
Tonight: Maintain your belongings.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Today is a wonderful
day tosocialise. It’s also a strong day to work in the enter-
tainment world, the hospitality industry or sports. Deci-
sions about how to share something will be in your favour.
Tonight: You’re in charge.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Although you're keen to
play and pursue pleasure this week, today you're moti-
vated to make some domestic improvements. You might
explore redecorating projects. You might evenresearcha
residential change. Tonight: Enjoy peace and quiet.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): Your ability to persuade
and convince anyone about anything that you want is fabu-
lous today. This is a productive day for those in sales, mar-
keting, teaching, acting or writing. It's also a playful day.
Tonight: Be friendly with others.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): You're very enthusiastic
about financial matters today or something to do with
earnings and cash flow. People notice you. You might
make a bid for a raise or act on some moneymaking ideas.
You’ll enjoy entertaining at home. Tonight: You're admired.

+ IIT Jodhpur Indian Institute of
Technology Jodhpur
. celebrated a historic occasion
i by unveiling two iconic
= campus landmarks—the
E Shaurya Sthal featuring a
F 5 veteran T-55 Main Battle Tank
. . and a grand mural titled
L X Dharma, Bhartiya Gyan
s I u Parampara, evam Sansthagat
Kartavya. The event was inaugurated by A. S. Kiran Kumar in the presence of institute
leaders. The mural portrays Krishna and Arjuna, symbolizing duty, wisdom, and ethical
leadership, while integrating themes of Al, engineering, and science. The T-55 tank
honors India’s Armed Forces and its role in the Indo-Pak War of 1971. IIT Jodhpur
reaffirmed its commitmentto blending valor, innovation, and Indian heritage.
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Inauguration Maulana Azad Institute of
Dental Sciences has inaugurated an
Advanced Cone Beam Computed
Tomography (CBCT) Imaging Facility,
becoming the first such unit in the Delhi
Government healthcare sector. The
facility was inaugurated by Dr. Pankaj
Kumar Singh, who said the initiative sets
anew benchmark in public healthcare

and reflects the government’s commitment to innovation. The advanced CBCT system
offers high-resolution imaging with reduced radiation exposure and integrates with
CAD-CAMtechnology for seamless digital work flows. Officials said the new facility will
improve diagnostic accuracy, patient care, postgraduate training and research. The
initiative further strengthens MAIDS’ position as a leading institution in dental education
and oral healthcare services.

PNB Punjab National Bank has added 12 Tata
Nexon EV vehicles to its official fleet to promote
sustainability and reduce carbon emissions. The
~ EV fleet was flagged off by Ashok Chandra along
with senior executives. The bank said the move
supports India’s shift to electric mobility, lowers
i. dependence on fossil fuels and aligns with its ESG
¥ goals. PNB said it remains committed to greener
and more sustainable operations.

Amity International School, Pushp Vihar, Delhi
Team Infinity Speeders from Amity International
School had the privilege of meeting Shreyansh
Jain, Director of Sperry Group. The team shared
insights on the STEM F1 in Schools project and
explored innovative ways to effectively use
recycled materials. The discussion focused on
driving sustainability, encouraging eco-friendly
innovation, and inspiring a greener future.

PNB Punjab National Bank has partnered with Kiwi, a Credit on UPI platform, to
introduce credit-enabled UPI payments for its 180 million customers. Under the
collaboration, the bank will launch the PNB Kiwi Credit Card on the RuPay network. The
card will offer fully digital on boarding, seamless UPI integration and cashback ranging
from 0.5% to 1.5% on online transactions. Bibhu Prasad Mahapatra said the partnership
will enhance financial flexibility and support everyday spending needs, especially in
semi-urban and rural areas where PNB has a strong presence. Siddharth Mehta said the
collaboration aims to provide a secure, flexible and inclusive credit experience while
expanding access to formal credit across the country.

IRCTC Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) is strengthening
experiential tourism with its flagship Buddhist Circuit Special Tourist Train, a premium
journey combining spirituality, heritage and luxury travel. The all-inclusive 7 Nights/8
Days tour departs from Safdarjung Railway Station and covers key Buddhist
destinations linked to Gautama Buddha. The itinerary includes Bodh Gaya, Nalanda,
Varanasi, Lumbini, Kushinagar and Shravasti, ending with a visit to Taj Mahal. The fully
air-conditioned deluxe train offers AC-l and AC-Il accommodation, dining cars and
onboard cuisine. Under a special promotional offer, IRCTC is providing a 20% discount,
with fares starting from Rs. 76,905 per person on twin sharing basis.

RIICO The Rajasthan Government has introduced the Rajasthan Industrial Park
Promotion Policy-2026 to accelerate industrial growth, strengthen infrastructure, and
create a favorable environment for investors. The policy aims to establish modern
industrial parks across the state through the participation of private developers,
industrial institutions, and global investors. It is expected to promote innovation, boost
economic activity, and generate large-scale employment opportunities. Industrial parks
under the policy have been classified into four categories—A, B, C, and D. In Category
A, RIICO will identify and allot land to developers through an auction process after
approval of project proposals. In Category B, developers must already own at least 80
percent of the required land, while RIICO may provide the remaining 20 percent.
Category C projects will be developed entirely on land owned by the developer. Category
D parks will be developed under the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model. RIICO will
contribute land as equity in a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) or Joint Venture (JV) and
retain a minimum 26 percent stake, ensuring its active role in projectimplementation. To
encourage investment, the government has announced attractive incentives. A 20
percent capital subsidy will be provided for common infrastructure, with assistance up
to Rs. 20 crore for parks up to 100 acres, Rs. 30 crore for parks between 100 and 250
acres, and Rs. 40 crore for parks above 250 acres. Additional benefits include green
incentives, support for utility centers, plug-and-play offices, and exemptions on
electricity duty, stamp duty, and conversion charges. The policy is expected to position
Rajasthan as a leading industrial hub.
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Billionaires Mittal, Poonawala buy stake in RR in Rs 15660 Crdeal Varungetrevenge as
KKR breeze past SRH

VenkataKrishna B
Chennai, May 3

UK-BASED Indian billionaire
Lakshmi Mittal, along with
Adar Poonawala of the Serum
Institute of India, has acquired
astake in the IPL franchise Ra-
jasthan Royals in a deal worth
$1.65 billion, approximately Rs
15,660 crore. The Mittal family,
Poonawala and Manoj Badale,
the current principal owner of
RR, have formed a new consor-
tium thatwill own Paarl Royals
and Barbados Royals, two other
franchises that are part of the
SA20 and the Caribbean Pre-
mier League respectively.

RR, one of the eight fran-
chises that has been part of the
IPL since 2008, was bought by
Badale for $67 million. The Mit-
tals have presence in other
sporting ventures like the
NBA's Boston Celtics as well as
English football club Queens

Very difficult to
replace Amanjot,
saysIndiacoach
Muzumdar

Press Trust of India
Mumbai, May 3

INDIA WOMEN'S head coach
Amol Muzumdar on Sunday
said it will be difficult for his
side to replace all-rounder
Amanjot Kaur but added the
team is on the right track for
next month's T20 World Cupin
England with a preparatory
camp in Bengaluru.

The Indian team is sched-
uled to prepare at the Centre of
Excellence in Bengaluru from
May 10-16 before flying out to
England for a long haul, which
includesthree T20Is against the
hosts before the T20 World Cup.

India will also play a one-off
Test against England after the
megaevent. "Sheisinjured and
it is very difficult to replace
somebody like Amanjot. She
has been doing consistently
well for India," Muzumdar told
reporters here on the sidelines
of the IISM Degree Distribution
Ceremony 2026.

"We will miss her for sure,
butinjuries are part of the game
and she has had a bad one and
she will be out of cricket for at
least 4-5 months. I hope she re-
covers well and comes back
stronger. She is difficult to re-
place but that is the way it
goes," he added.

Muzumdar said the team is
ontheright trackasfarasprep-
arations are concerned.

"It (having a camp) has al-
ways been an integral part of
thisteam. We believe in prepar-
ingwell for every challenge that
is in front of us. I believe this
team is on the right track and
we would be hoping to have a
very good camp before we set
off for the World Cup," he said.

"Travelling to England is al-
ways a challenge but this set of
playersis ready forit." "We had
a very good series last year, we
wenton towin against England
and that was the first time in
history we had beaten England
inEngland inaT20I series. The
experience and confidence is
there, allwe need todoistravel
well and do well there," the
head coach added.

Park Rangers.

The deal, announced on
Sunday, comes after months of
uncertainty over RR's owner-
ship. In March, reports sug-
gested that the franchise had a
new owner — a consortium led
by Arizona-based tech entre-
preneur Kal Somani. But that
was nottobe, and now the new
Mittal-Poonawala deal awaits
the approval of the BCCI and
the Competition Commission
of India.

The statement released by
the three parties gave the spe-
cifics about RR's new owner-
ship. “Following completion,
the Mittal Family will own ap-
proximately 75% of Rajasthan
Royals, with Adar Poonawalla
holding approximately 18%.
The remaining approximately
7% will be held by approved
existing investors, including
Manoj Badale. Mr Badale will
continue to support Rajasthan

Rajasthan Royals, one of the eight teams that have beenin the IPL
since its inception, were sold for $6 million in 2008. ani

Royals, acting as a bridge be-
tween the past and the present,
and bringing his deep knowl-
edge and experience of cricket
to the franchise,” the press re-

INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE

Classical pacers and composed
Washington see GT over the line

Siraj, Rabada, Holder put together
glorious spell of Test quality; Punjab
fought back but Sundar kept his cool

SYNOPSIS: GT’s three
horsemen of apocalypse
set up avictorious cat
and mouse chase over
table-toppers PBKS.

Sandip G
New Delhi, May 3

A CHASE of slow-burning
thrills and twists met its befit-
ting end when Washington
Sundar swirled Marcus
Stoinis’s penultimate ball of the
final over on one knee over fine
leg. The pursuit of 163 wasn’tto
be this suspenseful, but for
Punjab Kings’ persistence and
panic setting into the Gujarat
Titans’ middle-order.

Cat and mouse chase

It was perhaps the most im-
portant stroke of Washington’s
start-stop T20 career, astroke he
might look back on and say it
saved his shortest-format ca-
reer. The shot and the knock (40
off 23 not out) had redemptive
powers. Almost everyone, in-
cluding himself, seemed to be
confused about hisrole. He has
offered clarity. He could be a
middle-order finisher with icy
veins and calm manners to
guide atricky chase. Maybe not
for wild-goose chases, but ones
that require hearts that don’t
flutter in crisis. For, whenever
Gujarat Titans seemed to
tighten their grip over the con-
test, Punjab would strike. After
Shubman Gill’s exit for 16, Sai
Sudharsan and Jos Buttler, with
a 51-run stand, allayed Titans’
fears of a power-play wobble.
But Buttler’s exit, with the total
score on 69, triggered panic. Ni-
shant Sindhu flayed the nerves
of adebutant and eked out only

Surya will find rhythm
soon: Jayawardene

Express News Service
Chennai, May 3

DURING MUMBAI Indians’
eight-wicket thrashing at the
hands of the Chennai Super
Kings on Saturday, Suryakumar
Yadav showed familiar issues.
As he picked Dewad Brevis at
deep cover after racing to 21 off
12 deliveries off Ramakrishna
Ghosh, it was the seventh in-
stance of him falling to pacers
thisIPL season. While there has-
n’t been a particular trend in
terms of his struggles during
this lean patch which has car-
ried on from India colours, his
repeated dismissals to pacers —
one of his strongest suits — has
thrown open a question
whether opposition have found
away to expose his weakness.
But Mumbai Indians head
coach Mahela Jayawadene has
refused togetintoit, and rather
believed only afew scores away
from finding the rhythm again.
“Not really, I think if he gets a

few scorestogether, I think he'll
find that rhythm, he batted
really well today for that period,
really took on the bowlers in
that phase,” Jayawardene said.

In a season where Suryaku-
mar has struggled for tempo in
his knocks, on Saturday his ar-
rival provided Mumbai Indians
amuch-needed momentumin
the middle-overs. His three
boundaries and the lone six he
hit, showed signs of discover-
ing his old-self, but against the
run of play, went for another ex-
pansive shot that found Brevis.

“I think another couple of
overs he could have been off for
a really good score, I think
sometimes when things are not
going your way, it doesn't fallin
place, I think it was a pretty
good shot going straight to the
fielder. It's one of those things,
I played enough cricket to
understand that... So I think
that'showwe need tolookaatit,”
the former Sri Lanka captain
said.

15 runs off 11 balls.

But Sudharsan offered
peace and calm. Post timeout,
with the requirement shooting
to an uncomfortable 61 off 42
balls, Sudharsan slashed the
equation by pummelling Yuz-
vendra Chahal for a couple of
fours. Sundar’s lofted-driven
four of Vijayakumar Vyshak re-
duced the gap further, butin
tune with the cat-and-mouse
nature of the chase, Vyshak
ejected Sudharsan with ashort-
ish ball, exposing his locked
shoulders that hinder the un-
cluttered flow of the bat.

A four-run over from Xavier
Bartlett put the match on a
knife-edge, only for Washington
to reclaim Titans’ supremacy
with back-to-back fours off
Marco Jansen. But Punjab kept
fightingback; Jansen’s short-ball
removed Rahul Tewatia, the Im-
pact Sub. Suddenly, the match
was on an even keel, with 17
wanted from 12 balls. But Pun-
jab’s best bowlers had exhausted
their quota. Jason Holder and
Washington knew this, and
without fuss gathered five runs
off the first four balls. Then am-
bition seized Holder, he aimed
Arshdeep Singh over mid-
wicket, but mistimed the shotto
Cooper Connolly. But Washing-
ton kept more twists away.

Triumvirate

The skid and swerve of Mo-
hammed Siraj; the pace and
spunk of Kagiso Rabada; the
bounce and late deviations of
Jason Holder—Gujarat Titans
have torn the staple blueprints
of franchises and have rattled
batsmen through the orthodox
paths of unleashing classical
Test bowlers and their frighten-
ing red-ball lengths.

Allthey need is a smidgeon

lease said.

It is understood that Lak-
shmi Mittal's son Aditya is
likely to be the new face of the
franchise. The 50-year-old,

-

who is the CEO of Arcelor Mit-
tal, made his entry into the
NBA in 2025 by investing $1 bil-
lion into the Bolton Celtics. Mit-
tal Sr, in 2007, had bought a 33
per cent stake in Queens Park
Rangers, a London-based club
that has been a part of the Eng-
lish Premier League.

“I love cricket and my
family is from Rajasthan, so
there is no IPL team that I
would rather be part ofthan the
Rajasthan Royals,” Lakshmi
Mittal said. “I first played
cricket as a schoolboy, and
since then I have been an avid
fan of the sport. Many great
players have worn the Rajas-
than Royals shirts, including
Indian icons of the sport who
havebeen an inspiration for the
younger talent. Ilook forward
tobeing part of this great team,
and cannot wait to join all the
fans on the pitch-side to cheer
on our future success.”

i—"a—‘

Accordingto the statement,
Badale would continue to be
part of RR, acting as a bridge
between the past and the pres-
ent. “It has been the privilege
ofalifetime to be involved with
the Rajasthan Royals from in-
ception, and to have played a
small partin buildingwhat has
become the world’s most excit-
ing and successful cricket
league. We are delighted to wel-
come the Mittal Family and
Adar Poonawalla as the new
owners of the Rajasthan
Royals. Their passion for
cricket, their connection to Ra-
jasthan and India, and their
long-term ambition for the
franchise make them ideal cus-
todians of the next chapter. I
very much look forward to
working alongside them, and
to supporting our extraordi-
nary team and its loyal fans as
the Royals continue to grow,”
Badale said.

Washington Sundar got Gujarat Titans over the line in a nervy last-over finish on Sunday. creimas ForBccl

o[PLtable

Teams M |W L PTS |
IPBKS [9 [6 [2 |13
'RCB |9 |6 |3 12 |
SRH [9 [6 [3 [12
RR (106 |4 12 |
6T [10|6 [4 |12
CSK '9 |4 |5 8 |
DC |9 [4 5 [8 |
KR |8 (2 |5 5 |
M |9 |2 7T 4

sG |8 |2 e 4 |
M: MATCH; W: WIN; L:LOSS; PTS: POINTS;
|

of assistance from the surface.
The Motera surface usually
conspires seam movement
with the new ball. Siraj obliged
gleefully. But before his fuller
length made batsmen flail this
way and that, he deceived
Priyansh Aryawith a clever de-
ployment of the hard-length
ball. He hustled him into a top-
edged pull that evaded the
rushing Buttler, but the next
ball, on a similar length,
pitched wider and had him
flaying. An ounce of movement

away from his and the left-
hander feebly slices the ball to
the lunging hands of Nishant
Sindhu at backward point.

His nextball wasdesigned in
fast bowling heaven. The good-
length ball to the left-handed
Cooper Connolly seemed to
slant away, before it came back
a wee bit to kiss the inside edge
of his bat. He had both Shreyas
Iyer and Prabhsimran Singh
stabunconvincingly outside the
off-stump, but they survived his
seam onslaught. Not for too
long, though.

The swing from the surface
seemed to wane. Shreyas and
Prabhsimran crunched them-
selves to four-splashed stars.
But with the second ball of the
last powerplay over, Rabada
stung with his heavy ball. The
hard-length ball crashed into
Prabhsimran’s bat, which was
halfway through a cover drive.
But the ball trembled off the
splice to the cover fielder. The
speed gun read 152 kph. A simi-
lar heat-seeker nailed Suryansh
Shedge, the top scorer with a
punchy 57. Shedge, fresh from
plundering 26 runs from a
Manav Suthar over, tried to

glide his short ball through
third man, but for the extra
bounce to defeat his purpose
and edge to the keepet.

Punjab had Shedge, Marcus
Stoinisand their73-run stand for
arearguard. They united when
they were quivering at 47 for 5
after Holder had removed Nehal
Wadhera and figurehead Iyer.
The latter chopped on, a typical
Holder dismissal. Batsmen often
gauge the bounce from an al-
most seven-feet-high release.
Buttheydiscount hissubtle, late
seam movement. Theball came
in a tad, making it too close for
Iyer to run it down the third
man. He undid Wadhera with a
late away-nibbler.

The triumvirate made for a

glorious sight, each different
from the other, each with com-
mon as well as unique traits.
Good things, they say, don’t
often come in three. But forthe
Titans, it does.
BRIEF SCORES: Punjab Kings
163 /9 in 20 overs (Shedge 57,
Stoinis 40; Holder 4/24) lost to
Gujarat Titans 167 /6 in 19.5
overs (Sudharsan 57, Washing-
ton 40 not out; Arshdeep 2/24)
by four wickets.
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Varun Chakaravarthy reacts after taking the crucial wicket of Travis

Head on Sunday. creimAs FORBCCI

SYNOPSIS: After aslow
start to the tournament,
KKR win third consecu-
tive game, injecting mo-
mentum into their cam-
paign with their spinners
coming into rhythm.

Tanishqg Vaddi
Hyderabad, May 3

KOLKATAKNIGHT Riders'spin
attack choked the powerful Sun-
risers Hyderabad, ending their
five-match winning streak with
a seven-wicket victory on Sun-
day. The Kolkataspinners Varun
Chakaravarthy, Sunil Narineand
Anukul Roy applied the squeeze
in the middle overs, picking up
6/75 from nine overs as Travis
Head played alone hand for the
hosts, blitzing a 28-ball 61-runin-
nings.

Architect demolishes

It was during the T20 World
Cup game against South Africa
in Ahmedabad when David
Miller and Dewald Brevis
cracked Chakaravarthy's code.
The mystery spinnetr's primary
weapon was to stay stump-to-
stump and vary his pace by bow-
ling at a good length. Miller and
Brevis stayed on the back foot
and started pulling everything
through square boundaries on
either side, and Chakarvarthy
did not have many answers
then. Thisstarted astring of poor
games for Chakarvarthy in the
World Cup, which carried into
the IPL with batters setting up
for his quicker deliveries and
waiting to pull. When these two
sides met earlier this season,
SRH batters employed a similar
plan to counter Chakarvarthy,
wholooked ashadow of himself,
finishing with figures of 0/31
from 2 overs.

However, the tables turned
on Sunday. Chakaravarthy has
shown that he has learned his
lessons, demonstrating greater
diversityinline and length. Cha-
karvarthy's first scalp in the
afternoon was Travis Head. The
Aussie turns into a raging bull
when given room outside the
off-stump, and the Kolkata
bowlers kept showing him that
red cloth as Head breezed
through his half-century. Then,
the architect constructed a
smart ninth over. He started by
floating fuller ones outside the
off-stump, letting Head free his
hands. A dot followed a six now
thatthe trapwasset, asHead was
comfortable. On the final de-
livery, Chakaravarthy bowled
flatter and quicker on the leg-
stump, cramping Head for

room. Though the Aussie picked
up the length, he was surprised
by the pace, and the catch was
taken at square-leg.

ThenSmaran Ravichandran
got an orthodox Chakaravarthy
delivery on the stumps. The Kar-
nataka batter on his debut pre-
meditated the next ball and
charged down the track, show-
ing his cards early. Chakara-
varthy pulled his length back,
moved away from the stumps,
and threw it outside off-stump.
The southpaw did not adjustand
miscued the shot.

For Aniket Verma's wicket,
Rahane deployed a slip, and
Chakaravarthy tossed up de-
liveriestryingtoflight theballin
the 14th over. One came in, one
went away. Aniket did not know
what to expect from the third
ball he bowled: a wild slog that
ran for a boundary after taking
the edge. Aniket tried the same
again on the following delivery,
but it failed this time because
Chakaravarthy further slowed
down his pace. Aniket could
only hittheball asfarasa fielder
within the 30-yard circle.

Suitabletemplate

Chasing 166 runs, Kolkata
knew exactly the template.
When the ball comes nicely onto
the bat in the powerplay, make
the most of it, and after that, play
some sensible crickettoget over
theline. Thatisexactly what the
visitorsdid. Finn Allen made his
comeback into the side and
slapped 29 runs from just 13 de-
liveries. He delivered the killer
blow by attacking SRH'sbowling
leader, Cummins, for 27 runs in
the fourth over. Although Cum-
mins had redemption by pick-
ing Allen, the tone was set for the
rest of the essay. Knight Riders
got 71 from the power play.

Rahane partnered with
Angkrish Raghuvanshiand sen-
sibly scored 84 runs off 66 balls.
This duo has been questioned
thistournament regardingtheir
tempo, but on Sunday, there
were no such worries. All they
had todowassticktotheir styles
and wait for the errors made by
SRH bowlers trying too hard to
push forawicket. The way Allen
attacked strike bowler Cum-
mins, Raghuvanshitookaliking
to Eshan Malinga.

Rahane at the other end

played his part by chipping in
with a 36-ball 43, supporting
Raghuvanshi.
BRIEF SCORES: Sunrisers
Hyderabad 165 all out in 19
overs(Head 61, Kishan 42; Varun
3/36) lost to Kolkata Knight
Riders 169/3 in 18.2 overs (Rag-
huvanshi 59, Rahane 43) by
seven wickets.

e BATTLE OF LAGGARDS

Contestbetween LSG’s pace power and MI's fading galacticos

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, May 3

LUCKNOW SUPER Giants(LSG)
may be at the bottom of the IPL
2026 points table with only two
winsineight matches, butamid
the defeats, one bright spot has
been their pace attack, compris-
ing Prince Yadav, Mohsin Khan
and Mohammed Shami.
LSG’sbatting has not clicked
in a tournament where teams
have scored quickly, and big to-
tals have become common. Cap-
tain Rishabh Pant has made 189
runs in eight innings at a strike
rate of 126.84, while Mitchell
Marsh leads the side with 212
runs, and Aiden Markram has
193. No batter has taken charge
consistently, which has often left
the bowlers with toomuchtodo.
Their quickbowlers, though,
have kept them in the fight.
Prince hasemerged asoneofthe
breakout uncapped seamers of
the season. The 24-year-old has
taken 13 wickets in eight
matches at an average of 18.61,

with an economy rate of 8.06.

In an IPL where run-rates
have climbed sharply, those are
elite returns for a young seamer
still establishing himself. He has
offered LSG hard lengths,
composure under pressure and
a willingness to attack the
stumps. More than that, Prince
has shown courage in pressure
moments, bowling yorkers and
trusting his strengths.

Mohsin Khan hasbeen even
better in fewer matches. In four
games, the left-arm quick has
taken nine wickets at an average
of11.33 and an economy of 6.37,
including a best of 5/23 against
KKR, where, takingthe newball,
heripped the heart out of the op-
position, reducing them to 31/4.

Hehasgiven LSG something
differentwith hisleft-arm angle,
bounce and skid, and haslooked
like a genuine wicket-taking op-
tion whenever used. His ability
to break partnerships has given
LSGaroutebackintogamesthat
seemed to be slipping away.

Then there is Shami, whose
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Struggling Suryakumar Yadav (L) and his teammates face aresurgent
Mohammed Shamiin Monday’s encounter. creiMAS FORBCCI

numbers are more modest but
whose value goes beyond stat-
istics. The experienced pacer has
taken seven wickets in eight
matches at an economy of 8.06.
He may nothave dominated like
in past seasons, but he has
brought calmness, control and
know-how. For younger bowlers
like Prince, that experience can
be just as important. In a strug-

gling campaign, havinga senior
bowler who can steady things
matters.

Together, thetriohavetaken
29 wickets. For a team that has
struggled for batting consist-
ency, that return has been cru-
cial. It has kept games alive and
ensured defeats have rarely be-
come complete collapses.

Their impact has come

New Delhi

across different stages of the in-
nings. Prince has found wickets
early and through the middle
overs. Mohsin has broken part-
nerships and troubled set
batters. Shamihas provided dis-
cipline at the start and helped
guide the attack through diffi-
cult periods. That variety has
helped LSG compete even when
totals have looked below par, as
was the case against the Delhi
Capitals, where theyreduced the
visitors to 26/4 in their 141-run
defence.

That has mattered because
LSG’sbatting hasoften giventhe
bowlers little margin for error.
When totals are below par or
starts are slow, bowling attacks
can quickly come under press-
ure. Instead, LSG’s pacers have
repeatedly dragged the sideback
into contests. Despite sitting at
the bottom of the table, their
pace attack has given them rea-
son to believe that they can put
together a string of victories, if
the batting complements them
more often.

What has also helped the
pacetrio is working with former
India bowling coach Bharat
Arun, who said that his role was
to empower the bowlers and
keep challenging them to focus
on their execution during the
match.

“Shami is very well experi-
enced, and also it is about the
bowlers understanding their
strengths, and where my role
comes in is to keep reminding
them about their strengths, the
feedback, and constantly chal-
lenging them to execute what
they are supposed to do again,”
Arunsaidinthe pre-match press
conference on Sunday.

With Mumbai Indians (MI)
next, LSGwill once againlook to-
wards their seamers for early
momentum. MI’s batting has
enough power to punish loose
spells, which means Prince,
Mohsin and Shami will again
carry amajor responsibility. But
if they can strike early and keep
thescoringin check, LSGwill be-
lieve they can stay in the contest.
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Sinner thrashes
/verevinMadridto
claimrecordbth
consecutivetitle

Jannik Sinner defeated
Alexander Zverev. REUTERS

Reuters
Madrid, May 3

WORLD NUMBER one Jannik
Sinner became the first man to
win five successive Masters
1000 titles after he produced a
breathtaking display to crush
Alexander Zverev 6-16-2injust
57 minutesin the Madrid Open
final on Sunday.

The 24-year-old Italian
underlined his authority on the
men’s tour by becoming the
first man to claim the season’s
opening four Masters events,
extending a run that has
spanned hardcourts and clay.

Unbeatable force

Following his Paris triumph
late last season, Sinner has
proved to be an unbeatable
force at Indian Wells, Miami,
Monte Carlo and now Madrid.

ItwasSinner’s10thwinin14
meetings with Zverev and his
ninth in a row since the Ger-
man last beat him at the 2023
U.S. Open. Across that nine-
match sequence, Zverev has
managed only two sets.

Sinner raced through the
Madrid final, turning a
marquee contest into a one-
sided affair and leaving little
doubt about the current bal-
ance of power at the top of the
sport. “Please consider takinga
break so you can leave some-
thing for us mortals,” Zverev
said during the trophy cer-
emony.

“Playing against Sinner
right now is just so hard. He
leaves us no chance.”

Sinner set the tone immedi-
ately, opening the match with
an ace and two unreturnable
serves. He broke Zverev in the
second game and surged toa 3-
O lead, striking the ball
cleanly off the clay as the Ger-
man struggled to find his
rhythm.

After breaking serve again
to lead 4-0, Sinner had con-
ceded just five points through
the opening five games. Zverev
briefly held to make it 5-1, but
Sinner closed out the set with
an ace after 25 minutes.

The second set offered only
fleeting resistance. After both
players held serve early
on, Sinner broke in the third
game following another Zverev
unforced error and never
looked back.

He moved comfortably to4-
2 before breaking again and
then served out the match
without difficulty to complete
the rout.

CHESS PRODIGY

Dyinglaptop, flickering candle:
8-year-old upsets World No 7

Playing with 48% battery on his
laptop, Tamizh Amudhan took down
Vincent Keymer in a blitz game

Amit Kamath
Mumbai, May 3

SIVAKASI, THE city known for
being the firecracker capital of
India, jolted the chess world
with an almighty bang on Fri-
day night. Tamizh Amudhan,
an eight-year-old boy from the
Tamil Nadu city, took down
Vincent Keymer, the 21-year-
old German grandmaster cur-
rently ranked seventh in the
world, in an online blitz game
in the Freestyle Friday tourna-
ment.

What was even more re-
markable was a photo of Ta-
mizh at the event: the boy can
be seen sitting on the floor of his
Thiruthangal house (a suburb
of Sivakasi), legs outstretched,
laptop propped on a pillow, and
the room lit only by the feeble
flicker of a candle. Due to thun-
derstorms in the city, power in
the area went out. So Tamizh
played on alaptop with around
48 per cent battery powered by
his mother’s cell phone’s one-
GB-per-day data pack being ex-
pended via hotspot to propel
thelittle one’sinternet exploits.
Thelaptop’s battery eventually
gave way an hour into the tour-
nament, which means Tamizh
could play just four games.

Sathish Arumugam, Ta-
mizh’s father, tried to initially
convince hisson that he should
skip the event altogether since
the laptop battery wouldn’t
hold, and there was no guaran-
tee when the power would re-
turn. But the eight-year-old was
in no mood to relent.

Before the start of the tour-
nament, Sathish clicked a
photo of his son sitting on the
floor, facing a laptop with the

candle in a corner. Then, he
tucked away his phone, hoping
to conserve battery and dataso
that it could take the place of his
wife’s phone if it gave way. Sa-
thish thought it would be a
good photo for the future when
Tamizh does something big.
Little did he know that his son
wasinthe mood toblitz hisway
through long-term goals.

“When I took that photo, I
thought it would be useful in a
fewyears,” Sathish tells The In-
dian Express. “I was sure he
would achieve somethingbigin
the future, and then Iwould use
this photo to motivate others by
showinghow, once uponatime,
he played even on a dark night.
Ididn't think it would be useful
in a few minutes.”

When he talks about his
son’s exploits, Sathish cannot
help but think back to his
father, who, about three dec-
ades ago, went to Saudi Arabia
towork as a labourer in the de-
sert so that his sons could make
something of themselves. Back
in the day, with the family hav-
ing no phone, the father would
relay messages of his well-being
from a country thousands of
kilometres away using audio-
recorded cassettes. These cas-
settes would be sentbackhome
through anyone who was
travelling to a neighbouring vil-
lage, a process that could take
months before the family heard
his voice.

These days, his son’s ex-
ploits on the board ring out in
the Gulfin the space of hours.

“My father couldn’t study a
lot. But he did what he had to
for the family. He sacrificed his
life in the Gulf. My son also has
not been to school in a year to

Tamizh Amudhan’s father tried to convince him to skip the event due to the power cut. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

pursue what he wants to,” says
an emotional Sathish, who
works as an officer with the
Tamil Nadu government.

Candle for fairplay

Sathish explains that he
used the candle to light up his
room — and more importantly
— Tamizh’s face so that he
could pass the muster on the
tournament organiser
Chess.com’s stringent fairplay
requirements. The Freestyle
Fridays tournament is an on-
line blitz event powered by
Chess.com, where titled players
can compete in the Chess960
variant (where pieces on the
back ranks don’t start in the
usual positions).

His father has plenty of tales
of his son coming back from
tournaments with rating gains
of over 100 ELO. These gains
propelled him to become the
youngest player to cross the

2000 rating mark and become
one of the youngest Candidate
Masters in the world. He re-
cently even won a Maruti Su-
zuKki car for his performance at
atournament.

Butwhat hisson did against
one of the strongest players of
this generation is a sight to be-
hold. By the 22nd move of the
three-minute game, Keymer,
playing with white pieces, was
scrambling for his king’s life.
After the queens were traded
on move 31, both of Tamizh’s
rooks chased Keymer’s king
around. In44 moves, the game
was over as Keymer resigned.

Sathish admits that he
usually doesn’t know what the
calibre of his son’s opponents
is. Sowhen Tamizh announced
he had defeated Keymer, his
question to his son was: ‘FIDE
master? Candidate Master, In-
ternational Master or GM?’

Plenty of Tamizh’s early

chess was played on online por-
talslike Chess.com and Lichess.
It was onlyjust over ayear back
that his father wrote to Hatsun
Chess Academy, a premier resi-
dential chess training centre
near Sivakasi, to apply for their
program. Grandmaster Vishnu
Prasanna, who was the man
who shaped Gukesh, the youn-
gest world champion in history,
coaches at Hatsun.

Once Tamizh was accepted,
the family had to make a tough
call. He and his mother, Uma,
moved to Sivakasi while Sa-
thish and his daughter live in
their native place in Kallakuri-
chi, about 300 kilometres away
from Sivakasi. The family
meets over weekends, if at all.

Sathish knows all these sac-
rifices will be worth it. His
eight-year-old son, whobarged
his way into the global spotlight
even in the middle of a power
cut, will make sure of it.

Man United confirm European berth with Mainoo’s winner

Reuters
Manchester, May 3

MANCHESTER UNITED'S
Kobbie Mainoo struck late to
seal a dramatic 3-2 Premier
League victory over rivals Liver-
pool on Sunday as the home
side secured their return to the
Champions League next season
after atwo-year absence. Domi-
nik Szoboszlai and Cody Gakpo
had hauled Xl Liverpool level in
the second half after costly
United errors, but Mainoo had
the final say with a strike from
the edge of the 18-yard box in
the 77th minute to send Old
Trafford into raptures.

The win moved third-
placed United onto 64 points
with three games remaining,
while fourth-placed Liverpool
still have work to do to clinch a
place among Europe's elite next
season and are level on 58

Korea defeat Chinato
claim 3rd Uber Cup title

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 3

SOUTH KOREA claimed the
Uber Cup title on Sunday after
defeating the defending cham-
pion 3-1in the final. This was
third Uber Cup title for Korea.

While World no 1 An Se
Young continued her winning
run by defeating Wang Zhiyi 21-
10, 21-13 in 47 minutes, the star
of the day was World no 17 Kim
Ga-eun who defeated Olympic
champion Chen Yufei in
straight games.

After An’s win against
Wang, Liu Shengshu and Tan
Ningleveled the tie with a21-15,
21-12 win over Jeong Na-eun
and Lee So-hee in the first
doubles.

Butit was Kim’s win against
Chen that changed the com-
plexion of the tie. With the 2-1
lead in the tie, newly-formed
doubles pair of BaekHa-naand
Kim Hye-jeong produced a
stunning comeback against
World noJia4 Yifan and Zhang
Shuxian. Despite the Chinese
pair taking the opening game
21-16, the Korean duo re-
sponded strongly, winning the
next two 21-10, 21-13 to seal the

victory for South Korea.

The final was the repeat of
2022 Uber Cup final when
Korea had defeated China 3-2
but both winner from today, An
and Kim, lost their respective
matches.

"I was very excited to win
the first point for my team and
really enjoyed the match," said
An, 24 told Xinhua News
Agency. Wang acknowledged
that An was superior on the day.
"I lost energy during the long
rallies and made more errors. It
was my first time playing as
first singles, and I felt more
pressure and responsibility for
the team," she said.

China, Francetied

In the Thomas Cup final,
Chinaand France aretied at1-1
after Alex Lainer defeated Li
Shifengin straight games21-13,
21-10. Chinatook1-0lead when
World number 1 Shi Yugqi had
defeated Christo Popov in 85-
minute marathon.

After Shitookthefirst game
21-16, Christo struck back with
21-16 in the second game. How-
ever, the Chinese shuttler was
more in control in the decider
and won 21-17 to seal the match.

points with fifth-placed Aston
Villa, who host Tottenham Hot-
spur later on Sunday.

Greatstart

United got off to a great
start, with Matheus Cunha
scoring in the sixth minute and
Benjamin Sesko doubling their
lead eight minutes later.
Cunha'sgoal came after a clear-
ance fell at his feet, and the
Brazilian scored with a hard
low shot that glanced off Alexis
Mac Allister.

Sesko scored after Liver-
pool's stand-in goalkeeper
Freddie Woodman pushed
Bruno Fernandes' header off
Sesko's body. The goal was
awarded after VAR determined
the ball did not come off Sesko's
hand. While Fernandes, who s
one assist away from equalling
the Premier League season rec-
ord, was heavilyinvolved inthe

Kobbie Mainoo struck late to seal a 3-2 win for Man United. ReuTERs

goal, hewasdenied the assist as
his header was parried by
Woodman.

The two goals inside 14 min-
utes marked the earliest Liver-
pool had gone 2-0 down in a
Premier League game since
February 2023 against Wolver-
hampton Wanderers.

Szoboszlai pulled one back
in the 47th minute after Amad
Diallo gave the ball away on the
halfway line. Szoboszlai ran un-
challenged, sprinting past
Harry Maguire before slotting
the ball home through de-
fender Diogo Dalot's legs.

Gakpo levelled nine min-

utes later when Senne
Lammens passed the ball
straight to Mac Allister, and
Gakposslotted into the open net,
settingup anervy ending punc-
tuated by Mainoo's heroics.
Mainoo's winner came
three days after the 21-year-old
United academy graduate
signed a new five-year deal
with the club after being margi-
nalised earlier in the season
under former manager Ruben
Amorim. The midfielder has
started 13 of 14 league matches
since interim boss Michael Car-
rick took charge, missing one
game due to injury. "I've not
been around the goals too
much but I'm happy to be
around iton such amassive oc-
casion," Mainoo said. United
had almost gone 3-0 up late in
the first half when Fernandes
latched onto a ball from
Mbeumo, but he fired wide.

*BRIEFLY
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Baranica Elangovan broke her previous national record. afi

ATHLETICS

Baranica improves her pole vault
national record with 4.23m mark

TAMIL NADU pole vaulter Baranica Elangovan has found a
new happy hunting ground at the Kalinga Indoor Athletics
Stadium as she improved her five-week-old own national
record during the inaugural Indian Indoor Open Combined
Events and Pole Vault Competition on Sunday.Baranica
cleared 4.23m to better her own previous national record of
4.22m set at the inaugural edition of National Indoor
Championships held in the last week of March at the same
venue. The 29-year-old crossed 4.23m on her third
attempt."It was another good day for me," said Baranica
who has shifted base from Tamil Nadu to Bhubaneswar to
deal with post surgery pain. ENS

Manas finishes
runner up at ATP
Challenger

INDIA'S TEENAGE sensa-
tion Manas Dhamne fell
shortof atitle finish in his
maiden ATP Challenger
singles final, goingdown to
Belgium's Buvaysar Gada-
mauriin aclosely-fought
summit clash in Shymkent,
Kazakhstan on Sunday. The
18-year-old Dhamne put up
aspirited fight beforelosing
6-7(8),4-61in acontest that
lasted over two hours and
hinged on fine margins.
Dhamne showed nerves of
steelinthe openingset,
stretching his more expetri-
enced opponenttoatie-
break and even holding set
points before Gadamauri
edged ahead 10-8 before the
narrow loss. PTI

Man United
great Sir Alex

taken to hospital

MANCHESTER UNITED
great Alex Ferguson was
takento the hospital after
feelingunwell ahead of his
former team's Premier
League game against Liver-
poolon Sunday. Theiconic
former United manager was
at Old Trafford for the
match, butleft before kick-
off. Aperson with
knowledge of the situation
said the 84-year-old Fergu-
son was taken to the hospi-
tal as a precaution and was
"okay." The person spoke on
condition of anonymity be-
cause they were not author-
ized to speak publicly. In
2018 Ferguson suffered a
brain hemorrhage and
underwent emergency sur-
gery, before making a
recovery. He frequently at-
tends home matches at Old
Trafford. AP

Bruzonsetto
leave EBFC by
the end of ISL

OSCAR BRUZON on Sunday
announced that he will step
down asthe head coach of
East Bengal atthe end of the
current Indian Super
League season, citingthe
absence oflong-term plan-
ning and clarity over the
club's future. As things
stand now, May 31issetto
be his final day in charge of
East Bengal, who are in title
contention. Speaking ahead
of EB's away fixture against
Mumbai City FC, Bruzon
said, "We have four matches
remaining in the current
ISL campaign.Iwill notbe
staying on after these four
matches. May 31st will be
my final day as the coach of
East Bengal." PTI

India end messy
World Relays
with DNF, DQ

AMOJJACOB and Ragul
Kumar gotinjured during
the men's4x400m and
4x100 races respectively as
India ended their World
Athletics Relays campaign
indisappointmenton the
second day of competitions
.TheIndiancamp had high
hopes of making the 2027
World Championshipsin
the men's 4x400m relay but
the team did not finish
(DNF) therace as Jacob suf-
fered cramps and pulled out
ofthe race after taking the
baton from the firstleg
runner Dharamveer Choud-
hary. Rajesh Ramesh and
Vishal TK were toruninthe
third and fourth legs. India
will now have to try and
qualify for the World Cham-
pionships 2027 through the
Top Lists of the World Ath-
letics. PTI

e HOME COOKED FOOD AND MOTIVATION FOR SHUTTLERS

India’s 2022 Thomas Cup Vlct()ry and the unsung herobehind it

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, May 3

ANDERS ANTONSEN was furi-
ous. Denmark had just lost to
India 3-2 in the 2022 Thomas
Cupsemifinalsin Bangkok, and
as he walked past, the world
number two pulled off his
sweat-soaked jersey and flung it
at Vijaydeep Singh's face. Not a
gesture of sportsmanship. Pure,
unfiltered rage.

Peace was eventually
brokered in the washroom. The
Danish head coach and Mathias
Boe mediated. Antonsen apolo-
gised, profusely. They hugged it
out.

"Tunderstood why," Vijay-
deep says. "India winning was
troubling the storied power-
houses that much."

That moment — a Danish
star's disbelief expressed
through a sweaty jersey — told
Vijaydeep everythinghe needed
toknow. Indian badminton had
not just won a match. It had be-
come a threat.

Vijaydeep comestobadmin-
ton through blood. His father, Pi-
tamber Singh, was India's first
badminton head coach at NIS
Patiala. Growingup onthatcam-

pus, Vijaydeep dabbled in swim-
ming, even trained in cricket
alongside Navjot Singh Sidhu
under Col. CK Nayudu. Butbad-
minton pulled harder. Multiple
national titles in doubles fol-
lowed, as did Thomas Cup ap-
pearances in the early 90s, in-
cluding the Delhi edition.

"Indiawas never considered
acontender backthen. We were
nowhere on the Thomas Cup
radar," he recalls.

He went on to become a
doubles coach, leaving his
family in Ludhiana to settle in
Hyderabad. By 2022, he was in
Bangkok, watching the sporthe
had given hislife tofinally arrive
on the world stage.

What the outside world did-
n't know was the condition in
which India had arrived.

Lakshya Sen had landed in
Thailand with food poisoning.
For fiveties, right through tothe
final, he turned up and ab-
sorbed losses — deliberately,
strategically — so that Srikanth
and Prannoy could line up at
MS2and MS3in better shape. By
the time he faced Anthony Gint-
ing, he was strong and hungry
inevery sense.

"Mentally he is very strong,"

Vijaydeep Singh (centre of back row) made sure that the Indian
shuttlers dal get ahomely dinner while away from home. riLe

Vijaydeep says. "His attitude is
— Marr jao lekin shuttle nai
chhodunga." Within the team,
the unity was total. Prannoy
handled players. Srikanth, the
senior, was a sounding board.
Satwik and Chirag were filling
Indian badminton's biggest gap
of fifty years — a doubles pair of
genuine world class. The days,
meal times, even downtime in

hotel rooms, were filled with
strategy, matchups, analysis.

"Onewastheygotintoaflow,
second was they really wanted
this win," Vijaydeep says.

Then there was the small
matter of feeding them.Vijay-
deep travels with rice cookers.
Plural. He can manage anything
during the day, but dinner
means dal chawal, non-negoti-

able. And for players drawn to
thelast two matches ofthe even-
ing — matches stretching to
midnight —hotel kitchens were
long closed by the time they
came off court.

"These players were told:
take a shower and head to my
room for dinner. Don't sleep
hungry."Helearnt to make a yel-
low dal that his South Indian
players would enjoy. Small de-
tail. Not a small thing,

His father was known across
the global badminton circuit as
Guruji, and that name carried
weight. When the Namdhari
community in Bangkoklearned
it was the Indian team in town,
packets of fresh food began ar-
rivingevery day. The Indian em-
bassy started coordinating, offi-
cials turning up from the
Ambassador down.

But diplomats in prim suits
cannot create adin.

Playing Malaysia and In-
donesia in Southeast Asian are-
nas is an exercise in sensory
warfare. Their fans bring noise
— instruments, voices, fre-
quenciesthat fill the halland get
inside the opposition's heads.
Vijaydeep got the Bangkok
Namdharis into a huddle.

Hetold them about the noise
problem. They told him not to
worry. "They said, 'Humaare 20
log unke 500 ke baraabar
honge." They brought dhols.

Malaysia, on their disap-
pointed return after losing to
Indiain the quarterfinals, called
thewinafluke. Said India were-
n't that strong. Wouldn't go far.
Chinese Taipei and Malaysia
quietly stopped accepting In-
dian requests to spar. "Hum
Kkhatraa ban chuke the," Vijay-
deep says, with a chuckle. Los-
ing to India had been unthink-
able. Now they were being
cautious.

Friday's quarterfinal win
over Chinese Taipei in Horsens
has brought that 2022 feeling
back. The players who were
youngstersthen — Lakshya, Sat-
wik, Chirag — are now the ex-
perienced core. Ayush is the
new Lakshya, the youngster
carryingquiet beliefinto a tour-
nament the world didn't expect
Indiatoown. "I'm getting a feel-
ing we will do excellent again,"
Vijaydeep says.

India finished with a bronze
medal at the Thomas Cup 2026
after France cruised past them
in the semifinals.
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