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MGNREGS scale,
workdays fell in
2025-26: study

NEW DELHI

The Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) saw a
sharp contraction in its scale
and reach in 2025-26,
according to a report on the
final operational year of the
scheme introduced by the UPA
regime. » Page 12

NITI Aayog flags
high dropout
rate in schools

NEW DELHI

A decadal analysis of India’s
school education system by
NITI Aayog reveals that while
India has achieved a
near-universal access to school
at the primary level, it faces
challenges in retaining
students at the secondary
level. » Page 12

Uncertainty continues in
T.N. over govt. formation

Left backs TVK, but VCK holds back decision by a day; Vijay meets Governor again and stakes

claim showing support of 116 MLAs, two short of majority; AMMK leader alleges horse-trading bid

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ncertainty pre-
vailed over govern-
ment formation in

Tamil Nadu on Friday
night as the Viduthalai Chi-
ruthaigal Katchi (VCK) re-
mained undecided on
backing actor C. Joseph Vi-
jay’s Tamilaga Vettri Kaz-
hagam (TVK), though the
Communist Party of India
and the CPI(Marxist) of-
fered “unconditional sup-
port” to the party. Indian
Union Muslim League lead-
er Khader Moideen said his
party has not given any let-
ter of support to the TVK.
Late evening, Mr. Vijay
called on Tamil Nadu Go-
vernor Rajendra Vishwa-
nath Arlekar for the third
time, staking claim to form
the government, after re-
ceiving the support of the
Left parties. His post-poll
front’s tally stood at 116,

Numbers game: TVK chief Vijay meets Tamil Nadu Governor Rajendra Arlekar at the Lok Bhavan in

Chennai on Friday to stake claim to form government. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

still short of the halfway
mark in the 234-member
House. Till the filing of this
report well past midnight,
the Lok Bhavan did not is-
sue any communication on
the Governor’s decision.
In a development past
midnight, Amma Makkal

Munnetra Kazhagam’s
T.T.V. Dhinakaran accused
the TVK of submitting to
the Governor the photoco-
py of a “forged letter”
claiming it has the support
of his party’s lone MLA-
elect S. Kamaraj. “The
TVK, which claims to be a

‘pure force’ has indulged
in forgery in the hope that
later they could indulge in
horse-trading and buy our
lone MLA, as it would not
attract anti-defection law.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Cong. high
command
likely to name
Kerala CM
tomorrow

G. Anand
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The decision on Congress
Chief Minister in Kerala
seemed to assume the con-
tours of a political cliff-han-
ger on Friday. The ques-
tion of who among the
three Chief Minister proba-
bles — Leader of the Oppo-
sition V.D. Satheesan, All
India Congress Committee
general secretary K.C. Ve-
nugopal, and senior leader
Ramesh Chennithala -
would make the cut ap-
peared set to go down to
the wire, with party high
command reportedly sche-
duled to make the pivotal
announcement on Sunday.

Mr. Satheesan, Mr.
Chennithala and KPCC
chief Sunny Joseph were
bound for Delhi, reported-
ly for a penultimate round
of talks with the high com-
mand on Saturday.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Amit Shah felicitates West Bengal CM-designate Suvendu Adhikari

after the BJP legislature party meeting in Kolkata on Friday. pTI

Suvendu Adhikari to
take oath as Bengal
Chief Minister today

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

The MLAs-elect of the BJP
in West Bengal unanimous-
ly elected Suvendu Adhika-
ri as leader of their Legisla-
ture Party on Friday. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
who presided over the
meeting, said all proposals
were received in favour of
Mr. Adhikari.
Accompanied by several

leaders of the BJP’s State
unit, including  Dilip
Ghosh, Locket Chatterjee,
and Tapas Roy, the Chief
Minister-designate reached
Lok Bhavan and met Go-
vernor R.N. Ravi to stake
claim to form the govern-
ment. The BJP had won
207 seats while the TMC
was reduced to 80 seats.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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TUDIO
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FABER PLATINUM STUDIO E-CATALOGUE

VISIT OUR FABER PLATINUM STUDIO: NEW DELHI: SHOPNO.212, SECOND FLOOR. DLF MIDTOWN PLAZA. MOTI NAGAR NEW DELHI-110015, 8178747027, NO-H/4/1,1ST FLOOR, MODEL TOWN 2, NEW DELHI - 110009 : 7840810655, 95 FIRST FLOOR WAZIR NAGAR, KOTLA MUBARAKPUR NEW DELHI 110003, 7503813020/8700618228, C-31FIRST FLOOR, NATHU SINGH MARKET MASOODPUR VASANT KUN.J NEW DELHI 110070 8800450569, K-24, GROUND FLOOR,
UTTAM NAGAR, NEW DELHI - 110059, 8860401725, D-77 MAIN MARKET ROAD MALVIYA NAGAR NEW DELHI-110017 : 9873563846; A-68100 FEET ROAD HARDEV PURI SHAHDARA DELHI-110093: 9990047108; PROPERTY NO-9 FIRST FLOOR KIRTI NAGAR MAIN ROAD MANSAROVAR GARDEN, NEW DELHI-110015: 8178747027; 13-VAISHALI ENCLAVE, PITAMPURA,OPP. METRO PILLAR N0 353: 9990029119; F-153 MAIN ROAD, JAGATPURI, DELHI (110051) PH. 9810047768; J-36,
LAJPAT NAGAR-11, 9910757779, 8860719454, INCANDESCENT: C-153/2, 0KHLA PHASE-1: 01141501889, 9811323060/9818169078, 01145027631 G-9 PUSHKAR ENCLAVE, OUTER RING ROAD, PASCHIM VIHAR, NEW DELHI -110063: 9810155200, 9873852181, E-2, BALINAGAR, OPP. METRO PILLAR NO. 368, NEW DELHI-110015, 9818451793, 9999198130, G-5NEW MAHAVIR NAGAR, NEAR JANAKPURI EAST METRO STATION, NEW DELHI-110058, 9999198130, 8130708591, 83 KHANNA MARKET, LODHI COLONY, NEW
DELHI 110003, PH 9811773055, 7838684666, 34, SECOND FLOOR, DEFENCE ENCLAVE, PREET VIHAR, 9266039874, 70/1/1B-87, MAIN ROAD MARBLE MARKET, MANGOLPUR KALAN, MANGOLPURI, NEAR ALLAHABAD BANK DELHI-110083, 9811250235. M4, LADOSARAI NEAR BY KASMEERIHAAT, 8595254585 NOIDA: - 1ST FLOOR WP 03, HAZIPUR NOIDA SEC-104 201304, 8595232090, SECTOR 27 GREATER NOIDA NEAR DELTA-1 METRO STATION-9958292211,

METRO PILLAR NO-224, HOSIYARPUR, SEC-51, NOIDA, U.P., 9891135875, SECTOR-18, 8447010814, NOIDA EXTN PATWARI OPP YATHARTH HOSPITAL; 8860417000, GHAZIABAD: - SHOP NO- 26, NAVYUG MARKET-9891740270. PLOT NO 42D HARBANS NAGAR OPPOSITE RAPID METRO PILLER 243 & 244, GHAZIABAD, GURUGRAM: 628, SHAPPHIRE SECTOR-90: 9205670444 ; 6003, SPAZE BOULEVARD, SOHNA ROAD: 7292005694,
VISIT OUR FABER PLATINUM STUDIO: GURUGRAM: 5C0-321, SECTOR-29: 9910393529, GF-05, THE PLAZA MALL, MG ROAD: 9871193990, SIKANDERPUR, 9354735843, SHOP NO R8-G03 M3M 65TH AVANUE SEC 65 GURGAON-9711765551, FARIDABAD: '16/5 MAIN MATHURA ROAD OPP DPS FARIDABAD, 8700618228 NARNAUL: MAHAVEER CHOWK NEAR REST HOUSE SHIVAJI NAGAR NARNAUL - 9050711307

DELHI GALLERY: EAST OF KAILASH: AM 2PM MODULAR FURNITURE: 9312237292, HOME DECOR INDIA, LADO SARAI: 9717446396; BULANDSHER- FABER GALLERIA-K MANGAL INTERIORS 9654055625(KHUR JA ROAD), MOHIT MUSKAN 9808008000 (MOTI BAGH), FARIDABAD: SHRI RAM TILES AND SANITARY SECTOR 17,9310509928; NIT1, KITCHEN CONCEPTS: 9818632266, SEC-29, CHAWLA ELECTRONICS: 9818700628, MOHAN ELECTROVISION:9873919279, SHREE RAM ELECTRONICS: 9818700628, KITCHEN ART: 9899984900, SHREE OM ENTERPRISE. 9953638283 NORTH DELHI: HARI OM ELECTRONICS
ROHINIM2K 9990006308; HARI OM ELECTRONICS ASHOK VIHAR 7011035222,9711118046; VARDHMAN ELECTRONICS PITAMPURA 9911033664; VARDHMAN ELECTRONICS M2K ROHINI 9210452598; RAMA MARKET: BHAGWATI KITCHEN GALLERY: 9210641639; SHIVA MARKET: SHIV SHAKTI APPLIANCES: 9811982838 NANGLOI: POOJA BARTAN: 9711993030; SHAKURPUR: NEW NEELAM ELECTRONICS 9899448558; SHARMA ELECTRONICS: 9871892892; TIMARPUR- GUPTA ELECTRONICS# 9212838463; KAMLA NAGAR: BHARAT SALES: 8700873702 JA MAA ELE. 9958125727 WAZIRPUR: CLASSIC STEEL:
9810080323, NANGLOI: HOME COLLECTION& HW-9911669034; ROHINI: SHAKTI ELECTRICALS: 8585911358 NARELA: AMBICA ELECTRONICS: 9911119190,NARELA MANDI DELHI-110040-991119190, UNI ELECTRO: 9958520721.SONA RAM & SONS- 8860400230, ASHOK VIHAR: SHIV KITCHEN STUDIO: 9868441617. RANI BAGH: LAXMI KITCHEN-9716981098; BURARI: KRISHNA ELECTRONICS-9818688812. WEST DELHI: JAIL ROAD: MAYUR ELECTRONICS & ELECTRICALS: 9910491459, NEW BERCO ELECTRONICS-9582220080, TILAK NAGAR: SHRI BALA PRITAM ELECTRONICS: 9871366005, NATIONAL MARKET:
AUMG ELECTRONICS: 9818126304, TILAK NAGAR: ECTRONICS: uT JEET ELECTRONICS: 9971382353, PALAM: SM GADEGTS: 9999666635, KAKROLA MORE: ANIL ELECTRONICS: 9990675303, KAPASHERA BORDER: DEVKI NANDAN: 9717340705, TILAK NAGAR: SK REFRIGERATION-8860302383, SHIVAM ELEC-9999990368, JANKPURI [GANESH NAGAR-R P GARG & SONS-9811164280, DWARKA: KITCHEN KREATION-9310455518, FAIRDEAL WLECTRONICS-9650248888, BANSAL ELEC-9868215856 ASHU TRADING C0-9818548798, RAMPHAL CHOWK DWARKA: SHRI
BALAJI TRADERS-8285556966, ROSHNI JAINSONS MEGA MART -9811148055; ANIL ELECTRON- ICS-9810823366 MALIK TRADERS SEC 23+8744997722; PALAM: SM GADGETS DEAL-9999666635, NEW ARORA ELECTRONICS- 9811626565, KIRTI NAGAR: DESIGNER KITCHEN-9810148579, RAGHUBIR NAGAR ; JAGAN INTERNATIONAL; 8585989854; PUNJABI BAGH: KITCHEN EXPERT: 9910064642, NAJAFGARH: GUPTA PAINTS-9999754136, RAJDHANI PLY WOOD-9818787575, UTTAM NAGAR: ALLIED INTERIOR-9810807327, NEW MITTAL ELECTRONICS-9968008694, UNI ELECTRONICS- 8802313130, NORTHERN
TIMBER: 9953630009, NEW BERCO ELECTRONICS-8130884323, KAKROLA-NEW BERCO ELECTRONICS-8076982352, 0SMO RO £ 7042308383; SHARMA ELECTRONICS MOHAN GARDEN -9717933474, SLG ELECTRONICS NAWADA, 8130130555, SLG ELECTRONICS PVT.LTD. NAWADA, UTTAM NAGAR: 9013235409, VARDHMAN ELECTRON- ICS UTTAM NAGAR 9718474875; VARDHMAN ELECTRONICS RAJAPURI: 9871077025, SLG ELECTRONICS- PLOT NO 3&4/2, GULAB BAGH, OPP. METRO PILLER NO 734, UTTAMNAGAR NEW DELHI-110059-9315206616, SOUTH DELHI: AARAV ENTERPRISES BASEMENT 19A BLOCK
KLAJPAT NAGAR-2-7827777242, JAMIA NAGAR: MALIK ELECTRONICS-9811583786, A SQUARE ENTERPRISES- 9654052740, 7678285351, MADANGIR: SHARMA DEPARTMENTAL STORE: 9205367355, KOTLA: MUSIC CENTER: 9818372799, VASANT KUNJ; ASS ELECTRONICS: 9971509934,8527275860, UNBOX BROTHERHOOD CORPORATION-7011746080, ANAND ELECTRONICS: 8448097985, SHREE GOGA ELECTRICALS: 9313981862, HOME SMITH: 9810855021 LAJPAT NAGAR: ARVEE SALES-9313054232, MALVIYANAGAR: NEW CHHATWAL ELECTRICALS-9999433963, A.G. ENTERPRISES-9811271775, NEERU
ELECTRONICS-9873731819, DELHI ELECTRIC TRADING & COMPANY-9810025510, VASANT VIHAR: 0SABA EMPORIUM- 1126146130, MEHRAULI: SUMAN TIME & SOUND-9312361834, MUNIRKA: VARDHAMAN HOME COLLECTION-8178291822, BHOGAL: SINGHAI MARBLE HOUSE-9818037506, S. KHOME APPLIANCES-9911813536 KOTLA: BHARAT HARDWARE & SANITATION: 9891616401, GUPTA STORE: 9312279844, MAHARANI ELECTRICALS: 9871311005, KHANNA ENTERPRISES: 9810395539, KALKAJI: LAMBA ELECTRONICS-9810000561, CAR ADORN-9891657057, BENGAL ELECTROPLEX:

BADARPUR : NANDA ELECTRICALS: 9810326401, V.K. ELECTONICS-9810636471, VASANT KUNJ: BASERA INTERNATIONAL:9891056666, LODHI COLONY: MALIK CYCLE 9871353132, LODHI ROAD: MALIK CYCLE WORKS-9810157884, BHARTIVA VISION-01124698611, MOTI BAGH: M.K ELECTRONICS: 8800660000, GULATI ELECTRIC: 9871808832. AAS ELECTRONICS- 9871509934: VASANT KUNJ, SUVIDHA ELECTRONICS :9811425543; SHARMA DEPARTMENTAL STORE:9911413459, MEHRAULI-RAM LAL CYCLE & ELECTRONICS-9773780511, SURESH ELECTRONICS-8860132807 DAKSHIPUI

ENTERPRISE- 9811044749, NORTH DELHI: SLG ELECTRONICS-KH NO 326, MAIN ROAD BURARI BURARI MOUR,NEW DELHI-110084-9310701531, EAST DELHI: AIRNET-B-8, LSC, MAIN MARKET MAYUR VIHAR PH-1,NEAR JEEVAN ANMOL HOSPITAL-7827588931, AMBA SANITARY BHAJANPURA TANKI ROAD 8700010426,; GEETA COLONY: KOHLI APPLIANCES MART-9136864384, MANCHANDA ELECTRIC; 9899991184; JAGATPURI: DIMRI TRADERS: F-153, MAIN ROAD JAGATPUR, 9810047768, AMRIT TRADERS-9540152152, VIKAS MARG: MEGA ELECTRICALS-9810757171, LAXMI NAGAR-NAVRANG AUDIO
VIDEO-8800202872,KBM ELECTRONICS -9318453851,TIME LESS BATH AND HARDWARE, SHREE BALA JI ELECTRONICS MADHU VIHAR DELHI 110082MOBILE NO.8851761289,-SHAHDRA -9811342425, VINOD NAGAR: GRAVITY HOME SOLUTIONS: 9810074211, SHAHDARA: SHIAM ENTERPRISES: 8810290075, SHAHDARA: S NARULA ELECTRICALS: 8512864176, GUPTA ELECTRO WORLD-8368413399, MAYUR VIHAR PHASE-1-ASHIRWAD ELECTRICALS-9868186554, SINGHAL ELECTRICAL , 7011921634;NUTAN ELECTRONICS:9990047108, NICE KITCHEN CENTER-7678360821, CENTRAL DELHI:
KAPSONS:9315775735, CANNAUGHT PLACE: EFFECTS KITCHENS & HARDWARE: 9811113862, SADAR SINGH & C0.: 981881158: BULANDSHEHER DEALERS: DWARKADHISH ENTERPRISES 9456604040 || HAPUR - MAA MAYA 1873, DHARAM Dy -8057109999, ANMOL ELECTRONICS- 908400450 PILAKHUWA- KHURANA ELECTRONICS + 9837636036 VISHWA ELECTRONICS & BATTERY -9837131218 MODINAGAR- VERMA ELECTRICALS-9319837981, SAGAR SAFE AND FURNITURE- 9259185605 FOR SERVICE HELP- MR. MAHENDRA
-6397990330 FOR CORPORATE & TRADE ENQUIRIES CONTACT MR. KUSH SHARMA-9711343772 AKHIL OBERIO 9536563436 DAKSH SHARMA-7417707508 NOIDA DEALERS: ANKUR ELECTRONICS, SEC 18, SEC 104, 9899862157, 7037227331, HARI OM ELECTRONICS NOIDA SEC-104 HAJIPUR 9717793802 [SEC-18, OPPOSITE BURGER KING | ANKUR ELECTRICAL: 9899862157 SECTOR-9- AGARWAL FANCY LIGHT HOUSE: 9999699488, ANKUR TIMBER:9910585150, ANKUR ELECTRICAL-9899862556 [GAURCITY CHOWK] ANKUR HOME:8527928175. [GAURCITY 1 & 2, [SECTOR0-122] JAINA KITCHEN
WORLD-9911164096, (SECTOR-311 SHIWANI ELECTRICALS-9873749387 [SECTOR-29), (SABER!] HARIOM LIGHT & ELECTRICALS: 9810276925, RIDHISIDHIELECTRICALS-9891279998, [PATWARI) SHRI BALAJI APPLIANCES-9540009483, [SECTOR-104] ANKUR ELECTRONICS£8383992324, SECTOR-49-KITCHEN COMFORT & HW- 9311212323, SECTOR-51-VIMAL KITCHEN-9015823860, PRASHANT ELECTRICAL-9818375699, (SECTOR-10) SPACE WOOD-8447430558, CHANDI RAM STORES: K-64, SEC-18 FIRST FLOOR FABER, UP NOIDA-201301, 9910500437/01204316104, [GREATER NOIDA SITE-4,) SURAMI IMPEX
PVTLTD BAROLA, NOIDA 9971017247, LAXMI FURNITURE-9810912162, [JAGAT FARM) S. K. ENTERPRISES: 8130277008, TARUN ELECTRICALS-GAUR CITY-2-7503690420, DEV KUMAR ELECTRONICS- ROSHAN PLAZA-9811540486, HARYANA STORES-GOLF CITY SEC-75-9212660035, SAI KITCHEN APPLIANCES- SHAVERI CROSSING-98733458358 DEALER JRAM] SLG ELECTRONICS-PLOT NO 1084, NITIKHAND 1, NEAR SHUKAR CHOWK 9310933706, S.S.ENTERPRISES-9717456276, R D ELECTRICAL-8851030773, KHERA ELECTRICAL-9312709881, SHIVANI ELECTRICAL-9971678909,
SHIPRA INTERIOR- 9871148520 (RAJ NAGAR EXTENSION] DURGA ELECTRICALS & ELECTRONICS-8587917876, VAISHALI), AGGARWAL ELECTRIC GALAXY-9971603240 (INDRAPURAM) ESSNOVA INDUSTRIES9953166652NEHRU NAGAR, KAPIL ELECTRICALS: 7, MAHALAXMI 1055722 [BAJARIA), MANSHA MARKETING-9873458358, PRIME ENTERPRISES: 9871488989, STAR SALES: 8287420347, RAMA KITCHENAPPLIANCES-9953683331 NAVYUG MARKET] SANDEEP PARAS 9891016141, AGGARWAL ELECTRIC TRADING
€0.-9891376663 (VASUNDHARA] VASHUNDRA ELECTRONICS: 9212496585, JINDAL ELECTRO MART-9990514249 [LAL KUAN], (AMBEDKAR ROAD] DIGI SMILE STORE-9818935220, [SHAHIBABAD), USHMA TRADERS - PLOT NO 42D, HARBANS NAGAR OPPOSITE RAPID METRO PILLER NO 243-244, MEERUT ROAD GZB, 9971417517, 9891740270, GLOWFAST ELECTRONICS-9873635301, HARSHIA ELECTRONICS: 9818831646, ANU. ELECTRONIC-9810482738. NIJHAWAN ELECTRONICS-9958535950. NEHRUNAGAR-KITCHEN VATIKA- 9891552332, SIGMA ELECTRICAL-8750460098. DELHI DISTRIBUTOR-JSR
DISTRIBUTORS (SOUTH DELHI-9810167968, SKANMIT SYSTEM PVT LTD., ARPEE ELEVATE (COOKTOP SOUTH DELHI}-9654990800 (EAST & CENTRAL DELHI)-9873920605, SKY CELL DISTRIBUTION (WEST & NORTH DELHI: 9212300994, NOIDA; NATIONAL MARKETING, 9310223313, GHAZIABAD: USHMA TRADERS: 9891740270. FARIDABAD DISTRIBUTORS-TRADABILITY GLOBAL PVT LTD.-8800771222 FOR SMALL KITCHEN APPLIANCES -RETAILERS : NORTH DELHI: VR REAL TEAM (WAZIRPURJ- 9810136860, SEWA GIFT (RANI BAGH)- 9717936503, STANDARD CROCKERY (SHASTRI NAGAR]- 9810294775, SHRI
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MLA seeks
review of user
fee, charges at
Jewar airport

The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW

Jewar MLA Dhirendra
Singh on Friday expressed
concern over the proposed
user development fee and
other passenger charges at
the upcoming Noida Inter-
national Airport in Jewar.
He submitted a detailed re-
presentation to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, among
others, seeking a reassess-
ment of the charges.

Timings
DELHI
SATURDAY, MAY. 09
RISE  05:35 SET 19:01
RISE 00:40 SET 11:26
SUNDAY, MAY. 10
RISE  05:34 SET 19:02
RISE 01:15 SET 12:24
MONDAY, MAY. 11
RISE  05:33 SET 19:02
RISE 01:47 SET 13:22

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 34 21
Safdarjang 34 21
Palam 32 22

Delhi Palam Today

37°C The weather will be dry.
Day will be very warm and
uneasy with moderate winds.
Night will be pleasant.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

38°C The weather will be dry.
Day willl be slight hot and
uneasy. Night will be pleasant.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2026
All rights reserved.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this paper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-

ments in this newspaper.

Delhi must move beyond being
political capital, become global,
future-ready city: L-G Sandhu

Suruchi Kumari
NEW DELHI

Lieutenant-Governor (L-G)
Taranjit Singh Sandhu on
Friday said Delhi must
move beyond being only
the country’s political cap-
ital and become a future-
ready global city built on
five pillars: sustainability,
inclusion, culture, innova-
tion and economic growth,
and compassion.

He was speaking at a fel-
icitation ceremony organ-
ised for him by Jawaharlal
Nehru University’s School
of International Studies, of
which he is an alumnus.
Mr. Sandhu said Delhi has
continuously evolved over
centuries and is now at
another important stage in
its development.

“Delhi is not merely a ci-
ty. It is a living civilisational
narrative,” he said, tracing

L-G Taranjit Singh Sandhu being felicitated by JNU V-C Santishree

Dhulipudi Pandit and Amitabh Mattoo, Dean and Professor, School
of International Studies, on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the city’s journey from In-
draprastha to Shahjahana-
bad and from the Lutyens’
zone to the aspirations of a
modern global capital.
Referring to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s vi-
sion for the Capital, the L-G
said, “Reimagining Delhi is
not about infrastructure
but the very experience of
urban living.” He added
that governance must re-

main “responsive, accessi-
ble and humane”.

Mr. Sandhu said chal-
lenges such as urbanisa-
tion, environmental pres-
sures, population growth,
and mobility need coordi-
nated action and long-term
planning. “If we work col-
lectively, Delhi can emerge
as one of the most admired
capitals in the world,” he
said.

3-year-old girl raped at pvt. school;
accused caretaker, 65, granted bail

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A three-year-old girl was al-
legedly raped by a caretak-
er at a private school in
Delhi, the police said on
Friday. The 65-year-old ac-
cused, who was arrested
on May 1 and remanded in
judicial custody, was grant-
ed bail by a district court
on Thursday.

“The suspect was grant-
ed bail despite strong op-
position from the prosecu-
tion,” said DCP (West)
Darade Sharad Bhaskar.
The police are examining

the order and exploring le-
gal remedies, said the offic-
er. He said an FIR was re-
gistered on May 1 under
BNS section on rape and
under POCSO Act provi-
sions after the victim’s
medical examination, fol-
lowing which the suspect
was taken into custody.
Speaking to mediaper-
sons on Friday, the victim’s
mother accused the police
of harassment and the
school of non-cooperation.
She added, “There has
been no action against the
teacher who accompanied
the child to the basement.

My daughter was ques-
tioned multiple times.”

Regarding the alleged
role of the teacher, Mr.
Bhaskar said they are as-
certaining the sequence of
events, and the teacher has
not been detained or ques-
tioned so far.

He added that the com-
plainant and her daughter
had been provided a com-
fortable, child-friendly en-
vironment during the in-
quiry proceedings and
were called only for lawful
inquiry and counselling
purposes, considering the
sensitivity of the matter.
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VISUAL MEDIA CAREERS:
WHERE TO START & HOW T0 SUCCEED

Mr. Suresh Chandra Menon
Actor, Writer & Director

Dr. Padmanabhan T
Associate Professor,

Prof. C Pichandy

Eminent Professor - Media and

School of Media Arts and Communication, Former Head, Department of
Technology (V-SMART), Communication, PSG College of Arts
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Sunday, May 10, 2026 | 11:30 am onwards
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India goes electric

NEXA

INntroductory Baas price

°10.99 LAKH &5y =™

BHARAT

N E X Aedge

Q, ASSURED COMPLIMENTARY
SO Aj BUYBACK HOME CHARGER & INSTALLATION
AFTER 3 YEARS

WORTH 2 50 000 T

(=382 284

VEARS WARRANTY

® BATTERY: 8 YEARS
® VEHICLE: 3+5(PAID) YEARS

COMPLIMENTARY

CHARGING FOR 1 YEAR

INDIA’S LARGEST*
FAST-CHARGING NETWORK

SCAN TO CONNECT TO
A SHOWROOM NEAR YOU

E-BOOK TODAY @
WWW.NEXAEXPERIENCE.COM

5 STAR SAFETY RATING BNCAP*

543 km RANGE*
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it »




THE HINDU

States

Saturday, May 9, 2026
DELHI

INBRIEF

PM to attend Somnath Amrut

Mahotsav, hold roadshow

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will participate in
the Somnath Amrut Mahotsav at the Somnath
Temple in Gujarat’s Veraval on May 11, a State
Minister said on Friday. The ceremony will mark 75
years since the inauguration of the restored temple
by the then President of India, Rajendra Prasad.
Mr. Modi will also conduct a roadshow from the
helipad in Somnath to the statue of Veer Hamirji
Gohil, Cabinet Minister Jitu Vaghani added.
Performers from the Bengali community in Gujarat
are also expected to participate in the celebrations,
the Minister said. As part of the event, an airshow
by the Indian Air Force will be presented. en

Outrage over ‘Sangam’ liquor

name, seers threaten stir

Seers have expressed strong displeasure over a
liquor company selling alcohol under the brand
name ‘Sangam’, apparently named after the
sacred confluence of the rivers Ganga, Yamuna,
and the ancient Saraswati, threatening agitation if
the liquor brand is not removed from the market.
‘Sangam World Malt Whisky’, launched in 2024 is
produced by Radico Khaitan Limited. Jagatguru
Ramanujacharya Shandilya Maharaj, while
addressing reporters in Prayagraj on Friday, said:
“We demand the Yogi Adityanath government to
take immediate strict action against this and order
a case of treason registered against all those who

are found guilty.” en

Rallies, posters mark Cong.
leadership race in Kerala
as tussle spills onto streets

Competing rallies by party workers profess their respective factional loyalties; amid the discord,

Satheesan urges cadres to refrain from group demonstrations and public declarations of loyalty

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

ockeying for the
J Chief Minister’s post

in Kerala seemed
barely below the surface
on Friday.

Hoardings and marches
in support of Leader of the
Opposition V.D. Satheesan,
All India Congress Com-
mittee general secretary
(organisation) K.C. Venu-
gopal, and senior party
leader Ramesh Chennitha-
la, touted by their respec-
tive supporters as the ideal
picks to lead the new Unit-
ed Democratic Front go-
vernment, continued to
proliferate across urban
centres in the State, the
high command’s repeated
remonstrations against pu-
blic displays of factional
loyalty notwithstanding.

For one, posters vouch-
ing for different Chief Mi-
nister probables came up
in the surroundings of the
Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee’s (KPCC) head-
quarters at Indira Bhavan
in Thiruvananthapuram
ahead of discussions to set-

Congress workers staging a march in Thrissur demanding that V. D. Satheesan be made CM. K.K. NAJEEB

tle the leadership question
in Delhi, possibly on Sun-
day. A comparable pattern
of poster campaigning was
seen in the vicinity of dis-
trict Congress committee
offices across the State.

Competing rallies

The three-way leadership
tussle spilt onto the streets
across Kerala, with com-
peting rallies by Congress
workers professing their

respective factional loyal-
ties.

In  Thiruvananthapu-
ram, scores of people
marched behind a banner
emblazoned with Mr. Sath-
eesan’s image from the
Martyr’s Square in Pa-
layam to the Government
Secretariat, with some
workers tearing down pos-
ters which announced Mr.
Venugopal as Kerala’s next
Chief Minister. Similar

marches were held in
Thrissur, Perumbavoor in
Ernakulam, Idukki, Kozhi-
kode, and Malappuram.

The power struggle con-
vulsing the Congress in
Kerala appeared to have
unnerved the State and na-
tional leadership.

KPCC president Sunny
Joseph, MLA, hastily called
off a press conference he
had  announced on
Thursday.

TVK supporters celebrating after party chief Vijay received support
from Left parties to form the government, in Chennai on Friday. PTI

Governor ‘duty-bound’
to invite TVK to form
govt., says plea in SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A writ petition was filed in
the Supreme Court on Fri-
day, submitting that the
Tamil Nadu Governor is
duty-bound to invite Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) party chief C. Joseph
Vijay to form the govern-
ment as the leader of the
single largest party, and la-
ter prove the majority on
the floor of the House.
The petition filed by Ez-
hilarasi P., who said she is
a TVK party member, cit-
ed media reports that Go-
vernor Rajendra Arlekar
may invite post-poll coali-
tion parties in Tamil Nadu
to form the government.
Advocate A. Lakshmina-
rayanan, representing the
petitioner, said such a
move by the Governor

would “sound the death-
knell for democracy” and
be against the mandate of
the electorate.

Single largest party
“Since no pre-poll alliance
has a majority, the natural
first call is to the TVK as
the single largest party, es-
pecially since it has alrea-
dy filed a formal claim
with the Congress’s letter
of support. The Gover-
nor’s role is to invite and
not to demand a full proof
of majority before issuing
the invitation,” the peti-
tion stated.

It said that requiring the
TVK to first produce letters
(proving majority) from
118 MLAs before issuing an
invitation would invert the
constitutional sequence
established by the Su-
preme Court.

Tension prevails in Tamil Nadu
town after miffed DMK workers

‘attack’ Co

The Hindu Bureau
MAYILADUTHURAI

Tension prevailed in Mayila-
duthurai on Friday after a
group of DMK cadre alleg-
edly attacked Congress
functionaries and threw the
national party’s flag on the
road following a demonstra-
tion organised by the Con-
gress, as part of State-wide
protests held to condemn
Governor Rajendra Vishwa-
nath Arlekar for not inviting
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) president C. Joseph
Vijay to form the
government.

This incident comes in
the backdrop of the Con-
gress extending support to
the TVK, breaking its ties
with the DMK. On Friday,

DMK cadre throwing the
Congress’s flag on the road in
Mayiladuthurai on Friday.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Congress cadre held a prot-
est near Kittappa market.
The agitation was led by dis-
trict president Banu Sekar
and attended by over 50
party members, who raised
slogans before dispersing.
Later, when some Con-

functionaries

gress functionaries were
having tea at a shop on
Kacheri Road, a group of
DMK members, including
district youth wing organis-
er Marudhu, Vincent, and
former councillor Raghu al-
legedly confronted them
and picked up a quarrel.
The Congress men alleged
that the DMK cadre used
abusive language, follow-
ing which they attempted
to leave the spot.

During the altercation,
a local Congress function-
ary, Raja, was allegedly
pushed to the ground. The
DMK workers also raised
slogans against Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and
allegedly threw a Con-
gress flag on the road and
tore it up.

Only Cong. can defeat BJP’s ‘ideology of hatred’: Rahul

The Hindu Bureau
GURUGRAM

Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Friday said only
the Congress could defeat
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), describing the con-
test as a clash between the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh’s  “ideology  of
hatred and division” and
the Congress’s “ideology of
love and unity”.

“This is a battle of ideol-
ogies. Other parties cannot
take them on. Ultimately,
only the Congress will
stand against them and de-
feat them. The Congress
will defeat Amit Shah and
[Narendra] Modi,” Mr.
Gandhi told a cheering
crowd on Khandsa Road
during former MP Brijen-
dra Singh’s “Sadbhav
Yatra”.

Mr. Gandhi’s presence

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the Sadbhav Yatra in
Gurugram on Friday. ANI

at the padayatra (foot
march) was marked by a
show of unity in the fac-
tion-ridden Haryana unit
of the Congress. Haryana
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee president Rao Naren-
der Singh, Leader of the
Opposition in the State As-
sembly and former Chief
Minister Bhupinder Singh

Hooda, and Rajya Sabha
MP Randeep Surjewala
shared the stage with him.

Both Mr. Narender
Singh and Mr. Hooda, who
had earlier described the
padayatra as Mr. Singh’s
“personal effort” and
stayed away from it, con-
gratulated him on the
initiative.

Targeting Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Mr.
Gandhi said he had at-
tacked the democratic sys-
tem and B. R. Ambedkar’s
Constitution, and that the
Congress would not forget
it. “Mark my words, the
Congress will defeat Naren-
dra Modi. Then you will
see what action we take,”
he said, calling Mr. Modi
“compromised” and argu-
ing that no other Prime Mi-
nister could have signed a
deal with the United States

in which India “got
nothing”.
He claimed that the deal

would open Indian agricul-
ture to U.S. farmers and
ruin domestic farmers. Mr.
Gandhi also claimed that
U.S. President Donald
Trump had said he could
“end Narendra Modi’s ca-
reer in a single minute”.
Mr. Singh, who began
the statewide padayatra

last October after losing
the Assembly election by
32 votes, said the “Sadbhav
Yatra” had continued for
over seven months, cover-
ing 2,700 km and 85 As-
sembly constituencies to
promote harmony and
counter the BJP’s “propa-
gated hatred”.

Inspired by Mr. Gandhi’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra, the
march highlighted issues
ranging from international
concerns to local pro-
blems, including alleged
electoral malpractice, un-
employment, farmers’ dis-
tress, law and order,
MGNREGA and Dalit is-
sues, while accusing the
BJP government of inac-
tion, Mr. Singh said. He
urged Mr. Gandhi to organ-
ise similar marches in ev-
ery State, district and con-
stituency, calling it the
most effective way to con-
nect with people.

17 dynasts in new Cabinet, only
one Muslim Minister’: Tejashwi
hits out at NDA govt. in Bihar

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

Leader of the Opposition in
the Bihar Assembly Tejash-
wi Yadav took on the ruling
National Democratic Al-
liance on Friday over the in-
fluence of dynasty in the
newly expanded State Cabi-
net, which he said has 17
children from political
families.

“We all know that [form-
er Chief Minister and JD(U)
president] Nitish Kumar
had snapped ties with the
[Mahagathbandhan] al-
liance on the grounds of op-
posing dynastic politics.
Now, his son [Nishant Ku-
mar] has been appointed to
the Cabinet without con-
testing elections or holding
membership of the Legisla-
ture,” said Mr. Yadav.

He said a similar excep-
tion had been made for
Deepak Prakash, the son of
alliance partner and Rash-

Leader of the Opposition Tejashwi Yadav speaking at a press

™

conference in Patna on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

triya Lok Morcha chief
Upendra Kushwaha.

Sons of 3 ex-CMs

Sons of three former CMs,
including Mr. Nishant, were
among the 32 Ministers
who took oath in Patna on
Thursday, with Nitish Mis-
hra, son of former Chief Mi-
nister Jagannath Mishra,
and Santosh Kumar Suman,
son of former Chief Minis-
ter Jitan Ram Manjhi, being

the others, he pointed out.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal headquarters, Mr.
Yadav said the NDA dispen-
sation was in the grip of dy-
nasties and that its leaders
had lost the moral authori-
ty to speak on the issue.

He also hit out at the rul-
ing alliance for inducting
only one Muslim leader —
Mohammad Zama Khan —
into the Cabinet.

Stop house demolitions
under garb of anti-drug
campaign: J&K Minister

Peerzada Ashi
SRINAGAR

Senior J&K Minister Sakina
Itoo on Friday said the
campaign to demolish pro-
perties and seal houses un-
der the garb of anti-drug in-
itiative should stop in
Kashmir.

“In Kashmir, you are de-
molishing properties and
sealing and attaching hous-
es. If a youth is involved,
we have to wean him away
and rehabilitate him. In-
stead, if a youth is involved
and the property in his
father’s name, it is being
sealed. This is making the
life of locals difficult,” said
Ms. Itoo, who is a Cabinet
Minister and holds several
portfolios, including Edu-
cation and Health.

Questioning the anti-
drug campaign of J&K Pol-
ice, which has carried out
large-scale sealing and de-
molition of properties, Ms.
Itoo said the police should

ensure drugs do not enter
Kashmir. “It’s their job to
stop the supply chain. Un-
der the garb of an anti-drug
drive, don’t target locals’
properties,” she said.

The Minister also ex-
pressed concern over
“more demolitions and at-
tachment of properties in
the Kashmir valley com-
pared to Jammu”. “As a
Health Minister, if you ask
me, the drug problem is
more in Jammu than Kash-
mir. But action is wides-
pread in Kashmir,” she
added.

‘Bulldozers no solution’
Ms. Itoo said the Omar Ab-
dullah government has al-
ready framed an anti-drug
policy and has introduced
a Bill in the J&K Assembly.
“We, including CM Omar
Abdullah, are with the ef-
forts to curb drug abuse.
But taking bulldozers to pe-
ople’s doorstep is not help-
ful,” she added.

Saini attacks AAP govt. over law
and order ‘failure’ in Punjab; BJP
spreading ‘politics of fear: Mann

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on Friday
alleged that Punjab has des-
cended into a condition
“worse than West Bengal”
under the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) government led by
his counterpart Bhagwant
Mann, accusing it of failing
to control the drug menace,
illegal mining and the dete-
riorating  law-and-order
situation.

Mr. Saini said people in
Punjab were now disillu-
sioned with AAP and that
the State was increasingly
looking towards the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP)’s go-
vernance model with
“hope and trust” for politi-
cal change and stability.

Hitting out, Mr. Mann
said that, with Punjab head-
ed for Assembly election
next year, the BJP was try-
ing to recreate the “politics

Haryana CM Nayab Singh Saini
with his Punjab counterpart
Bhagwant Mann during a
meeting in Chandigarh earlier
this year. AnI

of fear and division it un-
leashed in West Bengal” to
“polarise communities
against each other and
seize power”. Addressing a
press conference in Chandi-
garh, Mr. Saini said, “The
menace of drugs in Punjab
is completely beyond the
control of the government.
The Punjab government is
merely pretending to con-
trol drug trafficking and il-
legal mining. Earlier, the

people of Punjab were frus-
trated with the Congress's
corruption, but the present
AAP-led government has
gone several steps ahead
than the Congress in mat-
ters of corruption.

In Punjab, people are
suffering because of poor
healthcare facilities and ha-
rassment in daily life. In-
spired by the policies of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the people of Punjab
have now made up their
minds to form a BJP govern-
ment in the coming As-
sembly election.”

Mr. Mann said the situa-
tion has “deteriorated dras-
tically” after the BJP won
the Assembly election in
West Bengal and that inno-
cent people’s houses were
being set on fire.

“An atmosphere of fear
spread everywhere. The
same conspiracy is now be-
ing hatched for Punjab,” he
said.
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K. Satchidanandan

Writer exits
Kerala Sahitya
Akademi

The Hindu Bureau
THRISSUR

Poet and writer K. Satchi-
danandan has resigned
from his post as president
of the Kerala Sahitya Aka-
demi in Thrissur, Kerala.

Vice-president Ashokan
Charuvil has also stepped
down from his position.
Both leaders submitted
their resignation letters via
e-mail to the Secretary of
the Cultural Affairs Depart-
ment.

Mr. Satchidanandan had
been heading the Akademi
for the last four years and
his term was scheduled to
end in May.

Speaking to reporters,
Mr. Satchidanandan said
he was vacating the posi-
tion following the change
in government.

Odisha police arrest five for
lynching amid Oppn. uproar

BJD takes to streets over ‘deteriorating law and order’ in the State; special teams formed to

track down other suspects in murder of GRP constable accused of molesting two women

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

ive persons have
F been arrested in

connection with the
lynching of a Government
Railway Police constable,
who was accused of mol-
esting two women on the
outskirts of Bhubaneswar,
the police said on Friday.
One of the women had
filed a police complaint ac-
cusing the constable, iden-
tified as 32-year-old Sou-
mya Ranjan Swain, of
trying to rape her.

The constable’s lynch-
ing in broad daylight on
Thursday and allegedly in
the presence of police per-
sonnel triggered wides-
pread condemnation, with
Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi expressing an-
guish and Leader of the
Opposition and Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) president Naveen
Patnaik describing the inci-
dent as “utterly barbaric”.

e e il

BJD workers staging a protest in the wake of the lynching, in

m\ m i

Bhubaneswar on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The BJD staged a demon-
stration in the State capital
over “deteriorating law
and order” in the State.

Police Commissioner S.
Dev Datta Singh said CCTV
footage, video recordings
of the attack, and eyewit-
ness statements are being
thoroughly examined to
identify and bring all those
involved to justice.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police Jagmohan Meena
said five suspects have
been arrested, and special

teams have been formed to
track down others linked
to the incident.

On Thursday afternoon,
Swain was travelling on a
motorcycle with an ac-
quaintance near Binghar-
pur under the Balianta pol-
ice limits.

According to residents,
the men overtook two wo-
men who were on a scoo-
ter and tried to molest
them after they fell off
their two-wheeler. Soon,
passers-by gathered at the

spot. Tension escalated af-
ter the men denied the al-
legations and argued with
the crowd, following which
the residents started
thrashing them. While
Swain’s associate managed
to escape, the mob conti-
nued to assault him. The
constable was rushed to
Capital Hospital in Bhuba-
neswar, where doctors de-
clared him dead on arrival.

Be vigilant: CM to police
On Friday, the CM directed
police chief Y.B. Khurania
to conduct a thorough in-
vestigation and ensure that
strict action is taken
against the culprits. He
said the police administra-
tion must remain vigilant
and take measures to pre-
vent such incidents.
Hitting out at the Majhi
government, Mr. Patnaik
said, “If such incidents are
occurring in the presence
of police, to whom will pe-
ople turn for protection?”

Hospital deaths in
Kota: health activists
demand strict action

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

Health activists in Rajas-
than on Friday demanded
stringent action on the
death of two women after
caesarean deliveries at
New Medical College Hos-
pital in Kota, saying the in-
cident had exposed “deep
systemic failures” in the
public health system relat-
ed to drug procurement,
storage, quality testing,
monitoring and accounta-
bility mechanisms.

The Jan Swasthya Abhi-
yan (JSA) submitted a
memorandum to Chief Mi-
nister Bhajan Lal Sharma,
drawing his attention to
the need to activate the
drug safety and adverse ef-
fects monitoring system
and pharmacovigilance
units to ensure immediate
identification and action
on adverse drug reactions.

While two women died
in the incident, several oth-
ers have developed serious
health complications, in-
cluding kidney failure.

A team of four doctors

Two woman died
while several others
remain critical

after complications
following caesarean
deliveries in Kota

from Jaipur’s Sawai Man
Singh Government Hospi-
tal has reached Kota for
monitoring the treatment
of women, who were ad-
mitted to the hospital’s ne-
phrology ward.

About 50 public health
experts, doctors, social ac-
tivists, and representatives
of various people’s organi-
sations and networks from
across the State signed the
memorandum. They de-
manded a high-level inqui-
ry into the incident and ac-
tion against the guilty,
saying the health compli-
cations among the women
might have arisen after be-
ing given contaminated or
incorrect drugs and fluids.

JSA coordinator Chhaya
Pachauli said criminal cas-
es should be registered
against those responsible.

Will conduct
structural
audit of govt.
schools: CM

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta on Friday said a structu-
ral audit of all government
schools will be conducted
to assess the condition of
buildings and basic facili-
ties after finding safety and
infrastructure lapses dur-
ing an inspection of a go-
vernment school.

Ms. Gupta also criticised
the previous Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government’s
education model, saying it
was heavily promoted but
essential ground-level is-

sues remained unad-
dressed. “The audit will ex-
amine the structural

strength and safety of
school buildings, along
with basic amenities such
as drinking water, toilets,
cleanliness and fire safety
systems,” the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office (CMO) said in a
statement.

The CM’s remarks came
after inspecting Rajkiya
Sarvodaya Vidyalaya in
Roop Nagar, where she
found several lapses.

Bay waich

Evening ease: Scattered clouds hang over the evening sky as people unwind along the beach front after a hot day in Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh, on Friday. K.R. DEEPAK

‘We cried, laughed, held hands’: 10 women
journalists reclaim their stories in memoir

Shubhangi Kshitiza Saurav
NEW DELHI

Calling for continued sup-
port to preserve the hu-
man essence of journalism
in an increasingly Al-dri-
ven media landscape, 10
women journalists from
Uttar Pradesh launched
their collective memoir —
‘The Good Reporter’, tran-
slated into Hindi as ‘Badi
Aayi Patrakar’ — in Delhi
on Friday. “The stories
from the field are our own
stories, our own lived bat-
tles,” said Geeta Devi, one
of the co-authors.

The book captures the
experiences of a first-of-its-
kind collective of women
journalists as they navigate
the complexities of their

il g
The event marked 25 years of Khabar Lahariya, which began in a
belt where women reporters, particularly those from marginalised
communities, were rarely seen before. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

personal and professional
lives. The memoir details
their relentless battles, on
and off the field, as they
confront a male-dominat-
ed society and endure per-
sistent taunts from within
their own communities.
The event marked 25
years of Khabar Lahariya,

a feminist media institu-
tion that began in a rocky,
feudal belt where female
journalists — particularly
those from Dalit, OBC, and
Muslim communities —
were rarely seen before.
The evening opened
with a “cold read” of ex-
cerpts by co-authors Lalita,

Lakshmi, Shyamkali, and
Ms. Geeta, who shared the
vision and ideas behind
the book. Publisher and
author Urvashi Butalia
spoke about the historical
significance of the work: “A
certain change has hap-
pened in society, which is
why a book like yours ex-
ists. I wish I had published
this myself; it is a necessity
for our times.”

Another co-author, Su-
neeta Prajapati, described
the writing process as an
emotional odyssey. “We
cried, we laughed, and we
held hands,” she said, de-
scribing the energy of the
room as they revisited
their journey from local re-
porters to internationally
recognised journalists.

Over 100 fall
sick after
eating sweets

Press Trust of India
JAIPUR

More than 100 people, in-
cluding children, fell ill al-
legedly due to food poison-
ing after consuming sweets
prepared at a wedding
function in Dhani Gaskan
village in Rajasthan’s Kot-
putli-Behror district on Fri-
day, officials said.

Woman dies at A.P. police station; kin cry foul

The Hindu Bureau
PALNADU

Tension prevailed in Palna-
du district of Andhra Pra-
desh after a man alleged
that his daughter died un-
der suspicious circum-
stances at a police station
during an inquiry into a
complaint she had filed
against a police constable.
According to the police,
in a complaint lodged at
the Krosuru police station,

Chandrababu Pallepu, a re-
sident of Chirala in Bapatla
district, alleged that his
daughter was killed at the
Circle Inspector’s office in
Krosuru on May 5. The is-
sue surfaced lately.

The woman, who had
obtained a divorce in 2018,
had reportedly lodged a
complaint in 2021 against
police constable P. Venka-
teswara Reddy, accusing
him of having an extra-mar-
ital relationship with her

and later refusing to marry
her, the police said. The
constable is currently post-
ed in Palnadu district.

The police had called
the woman for an inquiry
into the case on May 5. La-
ter that same day, she was
found dead on the premis-
es of the police station,
leading her family to sus-
pect foul play.

Palnadu Superintendent
of Police B. Krishna Rao
said the woman appeared

weak when she arrived for
the inquiry. According to
the SP, police personnel of-
fered her food after notic-
ing her condition. He said
she later vomited and acci-
dentally fell from the first
floor of the building during
the episode. She reportedly
suffered seizures and was
shifted to a hospital, where
the doctors declared her
dead.

An investigation is under
way.

Telangana govt. issues guidelines
for Musi rejuvenation project

M. Rajeev
HYDERABAD

The Telangana government
has reiterated that the am-
bitious Musi Riverfront De-
velopment Project is not
merely a river cleaning ex-
ercise but a broader social
responsibility.

The government is firm
that development of the riv-

er should not displace peo-
ple but should involve them
as stakeholders and hence,
detailed guidelines have
been drafted for taking up
the Phase I project. The
project is planned in five
phases covering 55 km with
technical and financial dis-
cussions on Phase-I — in-
volving an estimated 37,055
crore.

The Cabinet sub-com-
mittee on Musi rejuvena-
tion instructed officials to
start construction work of
the initial phase spanning
five km within 21 km stretch
from Himayatsagar to Ba-
pughat and Osmansagar to
Bapughat with minimal im-
pact. It was determined to
ensure minimal impact on
people’s residences.

Karnataka proposes ‘Wisdom
Valley’ in Bengaluru Airport City

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Policy
and Planning Commission
(KSPPC) has proposed es-
tablishment of Wisdom
Valley, a world-class Know-
ledge City dedicated to
promoting education, re-
search, innovation and sus-
tainable urban develop-
ment at the Bengaluru
Airport City, which is locat-
ed near the Kempegowda
International Airport.
“The project seeks to
create a globally recog-
nised ecosystem by inte-
grating international insti-
tutes, research centres,
innovation hubs, and
knowledge-based indus-
tries within a single inte-
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grated urban framework,”
said KSPPC Vice-Chairman
B.R Patil in a letter to the
Principal Secretary, De-
partment of Planning, Pro-
gramme monitoring and
Statistics. He added that
the project estimated at ap-
proximately 15,500 crore
will be implemented in
phased stages.

In another communica-
tion to Chief Secretary Sha-
lini Rajneesh, KSPPC mem-
ber S. Mohanadass Hegde
said that the project is envi-
sioned as an innovative ur-
ban development centered
around fostering know-
ledge creation, dissemina-
tion and application.

He said that this project
should come up in the Ben-
galuru Airport City.

Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL) Ma-
naging Director and Chief
Executive Officer Hari Ma-
rar in a letter to Ms. Raj-
neesh said, “We would ap-
preciate the opportunity to
engage further to assess
how Wisdom Valley and
the Airport City develop-
ment may be aligned to
maximise benefits for the
State.”

Spread over 463 acres,
the project is said to in-
clude a business park, a
global innovation hub, an
education and health dis-
trict, a retail dining enter-
tainment village, a concert
arena, a convention
centre, and a knowledge
park, among other deve-
lopment features.

Restored version of John Abraham’s classic
movie Amma Ariyan to premiere at Cannes

S.R. Praveen
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Forty years after John
Abraham made Amma Ari-
yan, one of the remarkable
independent films to come
out of Kerala, a 4K restora-
tion of the film is set to be
premiered at the Cannes
Film Festival.

The film with a cult fol-
lowing, restored by the
not-for-profit organisation
Film Heritage Foundation
(FHF) is the only Indian
feature film selected for
world premiere at the fes-
tival this year. The pre-
miere is scheduled on May
16.

John, who began work-
ing on the film based on a

sliver of an idea based on
the suicides of persons as-
sociated with the Naxalite
movement, followed an al-
ternative method of pro-
duction and distribution
with his friends at the
Odessa Film Collective.
The collective staged street
plays and screened films to
collect voluntary contribu-
tions from the public to
make the film. Although it
was never released in the
theatres, the film has ac-
quired a cult following over
the years. Shivendra Singh
Dungarpur, director, Film
Heritage Foundation, told
The Hindu that his memo-
ries of Amma Ariyan goes
back to his student days at
the Film and Television In-

stitute of India (FTII),
where legendary archivist
P.K. Nair used to show the
film to the students.

“He used to tell us beau-
tiful stories about John. At
the institute, it was one of
my favourite films. The res-

toration was challenging as
we had no original camera
negative to work with. The
whole  process, from
searching out the last sur-
viving unsubtitled print
from the National Archives
to identifying the copy-

right holder at the Odessa
collective to restoring the
print took close to 5-6
years, with the restoration
work alone taking 2 years,”
he says.

After initial conserva-
tion work in India, restora-
tion was carried out at
L’Immagine Ritrovata at
Bologna and Digital Film
Restore Private Limited.

The Film Heritage Foun-
dation’s restorations of
Aravindan’s Thamp, Ari-
bam Syam Sharma’s Isha-
nou, Shyam Benegal’s
Manthan, Satyajit Ray’s
Aranyer Din Ratri and Su-
mitra Peries’s Gehenu La-
mai were premiered at
Cannes over the past five
years.

A ND-NDE



I'HE HINDU Saturday, May 9, 2026

DELHI

6

CLASSIFIEDS MART

TO ADVERTISE VISIT

www.thehinduads.com
CALL: 011-43579738 ¥ 011-43579797

BEFORE THE HONOURABLE
PRINCIPAL SUB COURT
AT PALAKKAD, KERALA

RPIA 1946/2021
0S 123/12017

1. P. Ajayakumar, aged 58 years, S/o
late Kandankutty, residing at B1,
Cresent Orchid, PT Usha Road, Beach
PO, Calicut, Kerala. Now at D13,
Ellyzium Court, AG Road, Calicutand 3
others
: Petitioners/ Plaintiffs
India Bulls Financial Services Ltd,
India Bulls House, 448-451, Udyog
Vihar, Phase-V, Gurgaon-122016,
Haryana State represented by
Managing Director.
: 1% Respondents/ 1* Defendants
Notice to 1" Respondent /
1" Defendants
Take notice that the above petition filed
by the Petitioners/Plaintiffs for restore
the suit dismissed for default stands
posted on 30.05.2026 at 11 ‘o clock.
You are directed to appear before the
court on the same day. If you fail to
appear in person or through pleader,
you will be set exparte and the petition
will be decided in your absence.
Dated this the 27" day of January,
2026.
Shiju Kuriakose, Advocate
Palakkad, Kerala Counsel
for the Petitioners / Plaintiffs

IN THE COURT OF THE
DISTRICT MUNSIFF AT PONNERI

0.S.No.76 of 2016
E. Anbazhagan ... Plaintiff
Versus

1.Gurusharankaur (died)
2. S.Rajinder Singh

3. Mrs. Parvinder Kaur
4. Mrs. Kiranjit Kaur

5. Preet Channa

6. Bismeat Singh

7. Tijender Singh

8. Prabhajot Singh

9. Sonal Kaur
10.Bisleen Kaur (Minor)
11.Jasmine Kaur (Minor)
Minor 10 and 11
Defendants represented
By their natural
Guardian and father
Tejinder Singh Bhumber
To, e Defendants

8" Defendant
Name & Address
Mr. Prabha Jot Singh
Slo. Indra Jeet Singh
W 217, Prithvi Park,
MBS Nagar, Street No.3,
Shahpura, Tilak Nagar Post,
New Delhi - 110018
Summon to the 8" Defendant

1. That the plaintiff
E.Anbazhagan has filed this
suit as against the
Defendants for permanent
injunction from forcible
evicting the plaintiff / lesee /
Tenant without following due
process of law in the above
suit property.

2. That the Plaintiff,

E. Anbazhagan, S/o.
Ellappan of No. 106/19,
Golden Flat, Mugappair,
Padi, Chennai-600 050, has
filed steps for S.S.Petition as
against 8" Defendant
Prabhajot Singh to effect
combined paper publication
of English Daily Hindu paper
circulated at New Delhi in
[.A.N0.18/2026 was allowed
on 17.4.2026.
3. Therfore the 8" Defendant
Prabhajot Singh in the above
suit is posted for your
appearance on 01.06.2026 at
10.00 A.M.,if 8" Defendant
Prabhajot Singh is failing to
appear in the above suit
before the District Munsif
Court, Ponneri on
01.06.2026 at 10.00A.M., the
above suit will be decided as
set exparte in the above suit
in0.S.No.76/2016.
C. NAGENDRA BABU, M.A.,LLB.,

Advocate for Plaintiff
No. 112, Old Taluk Office Road, Old Ponneri.

(Opp. to Taluk Office), Ponneri-601204.
Cell: 98400 16735
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GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
Andhra Pradesh Food Processing Society (APFPS)
TENDER NOTICE (3" Call)
Short Tender Notification
RFP No.: APFPS-ITPU/KNL/003

Date: 08.05.2026
APFPS invites proposals (3¢ Call) for Procurement of Plant, Design, Supply
& Installation of Tomato and Multi Fruit Pulp Processing Unit at Sy.No.63/3

of Dudekonda Village, Pattikonda Mandal, Kurnool District, through
e-Procurement portal https://apeprocurement.gov.in. Last date for submission
of bids is 15.05.2026. For more details visit https:/fapfps.ap.gov.in
Ph. 9100039591.

DIPR 5071PP/CL, Dt:08/05/2026

Chief Executive Officer
AP Food Processing Society

Your feedback will keep us
Cleaner, Sharper and Bolder
Call our toll-free number

18001021878

Or write to us at
customercare@thehindu.co.in

= register your
b, feedback
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Rajasthan State Beverages Corporation Limited

(A Government of Rajasthan Undertaking)
Plot No. 2, COERRA Bhawan, (Fourth & Fifth Floor), Opp. Aranya Bhawan,
Jhalana Sansthanik Area, JAIPUR-302004, Tel. : 0141-2744239, email- ed.rsbcl@rajasthan.govin

No. :- 756 Dated :- 08/05/2026
Short-Term Notice Inviting e-Bid
e-Bids for Loading and Unloading work of IMFL/FMFL/BEER cases at 13
Depots of 10 District for the year 2026-27 to 2028-29 (Two Year) are invited from
interested bidders upto 6.00 PM on 19.05.2026 The bid documents may be
downloaded from https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, https://iems.rajasthan.gov.in.

UBN No.- BCL2627SLOB00007 to BCL2627SLOB00016
Raj.Samwad/C/26/2412 Executive Director

Tt sareen frerA, ITsmeens
e v afan e B, e vae, Res aef,
TSR, AR B 7. 0141-2225736, E-Mail 1D: cemhraj@gmail.com
No:-597 Date:- 04,05.26
Short Term E-NIT No-09/2026-27 on EPC MODE
A & TR g @ 3 & vee oo & 8 30 aof F
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eproc.rajasthan.gov.in @ https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in % 231 3 F6a1
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
Office of the Director General and
Inspector General of Police,

No-2, Nrupathunga Road, Bengaluru 560 001,

No: 04/STS-1/2026-27(Part-2) Dated : 07.05.2026
E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

The e-tender are invited in "Two Cover System" as per the
Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act, 1999 and
Rules, 2000 through e-procurement portal of Government of
Karnataka (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) for Supply of below
KitArticles for all the Police Personnel of Karnataka State.

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CONTACT

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR
PH: 9820350726

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in
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si Tend Estimated
N' Item Name er:' er Total Qty Value
° o- (inRs.)
Khaki PV Cloth KSP/2026
1 (DPO&Other 27/IND0B03 2,37,854 |4,22,69,034.34
Units)
Khaki PV Cloth —
2 (COP&Other 27/IND0G04 2,37,853 | 4,22,68,856.63
Units)
. KSP/2026-
3 [ White PV Cloth 27/IND0G05 24,618 43,87,912.32
Ankle Shoes
with PU Rubber| kspP/2026-
4| sole (DPO & |27/IND0G0S| >+832 | 302:46,018.88
Other Units)
Ankle Shoes
with PU Rubber| KsP/2026-
3 Sole (COP & |27/IND0607 34832 |3,02,46,018.88
Other Units)
Brown Oxford | KSP/2026-
6 Shoes 27/IND0608 13,667 1,38,86,492.02
: KSP/2026-
7 | Ladies Shoes 27/IND0B09 7,997 75,55,885.48
Navy Blue Peak| KSP/2026-
8 Cap 27/IND0B10 78,500 1,86,28,050.00
; KSP/2026-
9 | Khaki Peak Cap! 27/IND0611 13,784 26,24,887.12
: KSP/2026-
10| Khaki Socks 27/IND0B12 1,562,284 | 88,32,472.00

Published Date : 06.05.2026 through e-portal 2.0, Last Date
and Time for Bid Submission : 05.06.2026 @ 17:30 Hrs.

In order to participate in e-Procurement 2.0 platform all the
intended tenderers have to register in the e-Procurement portal.
A training program in e-Procurement is organized by e-
Procurement cell. The tenderers can take assistance with e-
Procurement help desk at +91 80 46010000 & +91 80 68948777
to participate in the above tenders. It is mandatory for tenderers
toregisterin e-Procurement 2.0 platform. sdf

For Director General and Inspector

DIPR/CP/568/NR/2026-27 General of Police

TAMIL NADU CONSUMERS’
CO-OPERATIVE FEDERATION LTD.

29/2, Arcot Road, Saligramam, Chennai - 600093 Email ID: tanco93@yahoo.com

E-Tender No: TNCCF/2026-27/03 DATE: 08.05.2026

E-Tender Notice

Tamil Nadu Consumers Cooperative Federation invites all India online electronic tender
for “Purchase of 750 Metric Tons of Double Roasted Rava” in 1 kg Packets, 600 Metric
Tons of Samba Rava” in 1 kg Packets and 750 Metric Tons of Semiya (Vermicelli) in
200 Grams Packet for The Chief Minister's Breakfast Scheme. Complete E-TENDER
document can be viewed and downloaded through https//tntenders.gov.in and also

UP Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Ltd.

PARICHHA THERMAL POWER PROJECT - PARICHHA, JHANSI

1. 1.GEM/2026/B/7485401 Dated 29.04.2026 “Third Party
Inspection of Quality and Quantity by Expert, during OH-4,
PTPP, Parichha.” Estimated Cost Rs. 6,47,027/-, EMD Rs
10,000/-, Bid Submission end dt. 26.05.2026 up to 04:00 PM.

2. GEM/2026/B/7503403 Dated 05.05.2026 “General
Housekeeping in Ash Handling Plant of unit no. 5&6, CTPS,
Parichha.” Estimated Cost Rs. 34,52,544/-, EMD Rs 58,000/-,
Bid Submission end dt. 26.05.2026 up to 04:00 PM.

3. GEM/2026/B/7491072 Dated 30.04.2026 “Deployment of
Hydra Crane on hire charges for miscellaneous work at PTPP,
Parichha.” Estimated Cost Rs. 27,66,835/-, EMD Rs 54,000/-,
Bid Submission end dt. 22.05.2026 up to 04:00 PM.

4. GEM/2026/B/7491309 Dated 30.04.2026 “Biennial contract
for upkeeping & cleaning of Turbine area etc. of Unit#5&6,
2x250MW, Parichha.” Estimated Cost Rs. 17,09,685/-,
EMD Rs 15,000/-, Bid Submission end dt. 21.05.2026 up to
04:00 PM.

5. GEM/2026/B/7479553 Dated 28.04.2026 “Routine/
Breakdown Maintenance of LT/HT Switchgear and ESP
(Electrical system) Unit No. 5&6, Parichha.” Estimated Cost
Rs. 70,60,081/-, EMD Rs 1,20,000/-, Bid Submission end dt.
13.05.2026 up to 04:00 PM.

6. GEM/2026/B/7487305 Dated 05.05.2026 “Miscellaneous
works of pumps, repairing/servicing of HP, safety valves of
unit#4 BTPS during overhauling.” Estimated Cost Rs.
44,69,516/-, EMD Rs 38,000/-, Bid Submission end dt.
04.06.2026 up to 06:00 PM.

7. GEM/2026/B/7507987 Dated 06.05.2026 “Thermal
Insulation works pertaining to TG area during Overhauling of
unit#4, BTPS, Parichha.” Estimated Cost Rs. 6,37,200/-, EMD
Rs 5,500/, Bid Submission end dt. 05.06.2026 up to 04:00 PM.

8. GEM/2026/B/7508178 Dated 06.05.2026 “M&R of store
sheds at 2x210MW and 250MW & shuttering works inside
PTPP, Parichha.” Estimated Cost Rs. 28,27,583/-, EMD Rs
47,000/-, Bid Submission end dt. 21.05.2026 up to 01:00 PM.

9. GEM/2026/B/7517874 Dated 08.05.2026 “Hire of agency for
Recertification of ISO 9001, 14001,45001.” Estimated Cost
Rs. 5,83,470/-, EMD Rs 10,000/-, Bid Submission end dt.
29.05.2026 up to 12:00 PM.

NOTE:- For Information regarding Addendum / Corrigendum/
Rejection of Bids kindly regularly visit website https://gem.gov.in &
uprvunl.org.

f. 71 /A gaE—vo / dirdidy / fe=1i® 08.05.2026

“Save Electricity for Nation”

BENGALURU SOUTH CITY CORPORATION

*| Office of the Executive Engineer, Co-ordination & Planning,
4th Foor, Jayanagara Old Shopping Complex,
Jayanagara 4th block, Bengaluru - 560011

No. EE(COP)//BSCC/Kppp/TN-01/2026-27 Date: 08.05.2026
INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)

Two Cover System, Short Term Tender

(Through GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)
The Executive Engineer, Co-ordination & Planning, Zone-1, BSCC,
invites tenders from eligible Tenderers for the services detailed in the
table below.

Sl. Name of the Work
No.
Providing Control Room Zone-1 in Bangalore South City
1 Corporation under disaster management for the year 2026-27.
" | Amount put to tender (In Rupees & Including GST):
Rs.1,00,00,000/-, EMD : Rs. 2,00,000/-.

Calendar of Events : (1) Pre bid meeting will be held on
13.05.2026, 11.30 AM at the Engineer Co-ordination & Planning,
4th Floor, Jayanagara Old Shopping Complex, Jayanagara 4th
block, Bengaluru -560011. (2) Last Date & Time for receipt of
tenders is: 21.05.2026 up to 4.00 P.M. (3) Technical Bid
opening date: 22.05.2026 at 5.00 PM. (4) Financial Bid will be
intimated to the bidders.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Co-ordination & Planning BSCC
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the public purpose, the land, the bri

Jorasi(280), Bashirpur, Bashirpur

of section 3C of the said Act.

objections and after making such furtl
Any order made by the Competent

inspected by the interested person at

District: Mahendergrah
https://egazette.gov.in/
Publication Date 22 April 2026
https://legazette.gov.in
https://bhoomirashi.gov.in

MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS

S.0 2031(E). In exercise of powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 3A of the National Highways Act,
1956 (48 of 1956) (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), the Central Government, after being satisfied that for

building (widening/two lane with paved shoulder/four laning etc.,), maintenance, management and operation
of NH148B in the stretch of land from Km. 0 to Km. 12 in the village(s) namely- Amarpur Jorasi, Amarpur

Raghunath Pura (138) , Raghunathpura, Tehla, Tehla(214), Thana, Thana(139) Taluk- Narnaul in the district of
Mahendergrah in the state of HARYANA hereby declares its intention to acquire such land.

Any person interested in the said land may, within twenty-one days from the date of publication of this
notification in the Official Gazette, object to the use of such land for the aforesaid purpose under sub-section(1)

Every such objection shall be made to the Competent Authority, namely, District Revenue Officer
Mahendragarh in writing and shall set out the grounds thereof and the Competent Authority shall give the
objector an opportunity of being heard, either in person or by a legal practitioner, and may, after hearing all such

either allow or disallow the objections.

The land plans and other details of the land to be acquired under their notification are available and can be

Brief Description of the land to be acquired with or without structures falling NH148B in the stretch of land from
Km. 0 to Km. 12 in the village(s) namely- Amarpur Jorasi, Amarpur Jorasi(280), Bashirpur, Bashirpur(281),
Gahli, Kanwariawas, Kultajpur, Kultajpur(155), Maksuspur , Raghunath Pura (138) , Raghunathpura, Tehla,
Tehla(214), Thana, Thana(139) Taluk-Narnaul in the district of Mahendergrah in the state of HARYANA

Note : The Physical copy of this notification is also available at the office of CALA/PIU/PMU/RO/ED and
landowners may also see the notification there.

NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 22" April, 2026

ief description of which is given in the Schedule below, is required for

(281), Gahli, Kanwariawas, Kultajpur, Kultajpur(155), Maksuspur,

her enquiry, if any, as the Competent Authority thinks necessary, by order,
Authority under sub-section (2) of section 3C of the said Act shall be final.

the aforesaid office of the Competent Authority.
SCHEDULE

File Number: PIU/EC/N.B/2025-26/3A
Shaikh Amin khan , Director.

THE HUTTI GOLD MINES COMPANY LIMITED

Hutti - 584 115, Raichur Dist., Karnataka State. Ph: (08537)276339/275463
e-Mail: material276339@gmail.com website: www.huttigold.karnataka.gov.in

e
TENDER NOTIFICATION NO.03/26-27 Dt: 09.05.2026
(Through KPP Portal only)

Tender is invited by “The I/c. Dy. General Manager (Materials)” for the following Tenders as
detailed below.

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

Sl. Description EMD in
No. Rs.
1 | Supply of 75mm Hi Chrome Grinding Media Balls. HGML/2026-27/IND0480 | 6,12,000/-
2 | Supply, Laying, Testing and Installation of Impervious Layer. 6,70,000/-
HGML/2026-27/SE0091
3 | Supply of Steel Radial Tyres of Size 18 R25, 315/70 R15, 17.5 R25, 5,79,000/-
16 R25, 12 R20 for Underground. HGML/2026-27/IND0491
4 | Supply of double armoured copper cables. 2,54,000/-
HGML/2026-27/IND0489

11.06.2026 at 10.00 A.M.
For further details interested b
karnataka.gov.in or contact the

Calendar of events: (1) Pre-Bid Meetings (Zoom): 16.05.2026 for SI.No.1 at 10.30 A.M., for
SI.No.2 at 11.00 A.M., for SI.No.
(2) Last date for receipt of tender: 09.06.2026 at 4.00 P.M. (3) Opening of Technical Bid on:

the above tender bidder needs to be registered in KPP portal.

3 at 11.30 A.M. and for SI.No.4 at 12.00 P.M.

idders are advised to log on to website https://www.kppp.
office of undersigned during working hours. For participating in

Sd/- The lic Deputy General Manager (Materials)

LEADING GOLD PRODUCERIN INDIA

OFFICE OF THE PROGRAM MANAGER
PROJECT IMPLIMENTATION UNIT-PWD
Uttarakhand Disaster Preparedness and Resilience Project (U-PREPARE)
5th Floor, USDMA Building, 36, IT Park, Sahastradhara Road,
Dehradun- Uttarakhand

E-mail: piupwd@ukdisasterrecovery.in

REFERENCE No. 428/U-PREPARE/2026
NOTICE FOR INVITING BIDS

The Government of Uttarakhand with assistance from Govt. of India has received
financing from the World Bank towards the cost of the U-PREPARE Project and
intends to apply part of the proceeds for following packages of work. Hence bids
are invited for the following packages. The complete set of bid documents with
BOQ in English and all information’s regarding bid will be available on the website
https://uktenders.gov.in from 12/05/2026 and the last date of bid submission is
15/06/2026 upto 03:00PM.
The bid will be open online on 15/06/2026 at 05:00 PM.

Date 08/5/2026

S. Package No. District Name of Package Method of

NO. Procurement
for Bid

1 27/BR/RFB-EPC/U- |Chamoli |Construction of 93M length(RFB-EPC

PREPARE/2025 Motor Bridge at Govindghat|Single stage

in District Chamoli. Two bid system
Uttarkashi|Construction of 120M length(RFB-EPC
pedestrian bridge to connect|Single stage
Malana village with KM 06 of| Two bid system
Arakot Chinwa Balcha motor:
road under Vikaskhand Mori
in District Uttarkashi.

2 [29/BR/RFB-EPC/U-
PREPARE/2025

Notes:-
1. The corrigendum/addendum for the above package will be uploaded on website

https://uktenders.gov.in
2. Email.id piupwd@ukdisasterrecoverv.in may be contacted for any information

OFFICE OF THE

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
DELHI WATER SUPPLY
MAINTENANCE UNIT,
U.P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN)
ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING,
245 M.L.D. GANGAJAL WTP
CAMPUS SIDDHARTH
VIHAR, GHAZIABAD-201009
Letter No.: 461/Nivida/29
Date: 07.05.2026
SHORT TERM NOTICE FOR
INVITING TENDER (NIT)

U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban) Offline
tenders for execution of "Cleaning of

Nala From Farrukh Nagar Escape to
Hindon River under 200 cusec Delhi

Water Supply Scheme" works were
invited under Deposit Program. Bids

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-, DELHI
4TH FLOOR, JEEVAN TARA BUILDING, PARLIAMENT STREET, NEW DELHI-110001.
OA NO.685/2024

HDFC BANK APPLICANT
Vs
SH SUSHIL KUMAR DEFENDENT
To, (1) Sh. Sushil Kumar S/o Sh. Mahendra Singh Proprietor Of M/s Sh Thakur Traders At 151, Shibba
Kunj, Sector-1 Vaishali, Ghaziabad, U.P.-201010 Also At 18-181, Pateni Gojiya Mursan, Hathras,
U.P.-204213 Also At II-H-1/505, Sector-2 Rajendra Nagar Sahibabad Ghaziabad U.P.-201005

Whereas the above-named applicant has instituted a case for recovery of Rs.63,42,214.46/-
(Rupees Sixty Three Lakhs Forty Two Thousand Two Hundred Fourteen and Forty Six Paisa
Only) against you and whereas it has been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not
possible to serve you in ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to
make appearance before the Assistant Registrar on 14.05.2026. (for further details kindly visit DRT
Websit. www.tribunal.gov.in Phone Number: 011-23748473). Take notice that in case of your
failure to appear on the above-mentioned day before this Tribunal, the case will be heard and decided
in your absence.. (I) All concerned may attend their cases by hybrid mode (by physical appearance In
the Court or through CISCO WEBEX VC Link) (i) For online appearance through VC all the
AdvocatesiLitigants shall download the Cisco Webex application/software; (iii) Meeting ID and
Password for the next date of hearing qua cases to be taken by Hon'ble Presiding Officer/ Registrar/
Recovery Officer-l/and Recovery Officer-Il shall be a available one day prior to the next date at DRT
Official Portal i.e.drt.gov.in under the Public Notice Head. (iv) In any exigency qua that, the
Advocates/Litigants can contact the concerned official at Ph. No.23748473. Given under my hand
and seal of the Tribunal on this 7th JAN.,2026.

By order of this Tribunal

are invited in two bid system on
percentage rate basis from eligible,
reputed and experienced bidders.
Tender documents will be available
for purchase from 07.05.2026 at 15:00
Hrs. onwards. Bid can be submitted till
22.05.2026 up to 03:00 Hrs. and
technical bid shall be opened on
22.05.2026 at 03:30 Hrs. in the office
of the Executive Engineer, Delhi Water
Supply Maintenance Unit, U.P. Jal
Nigam (Urban), Ghaziabad in
presence of contractor or their

YOGI VEMANA UNIVERSITY

VEMANAPURAM, KADAPA - 516 005, A.P., INDIA

PUBLIC NOTICE
WITHDRAWAL OF 2023 FACULTY RECUITMENT NOTIFICATIONS

Pursuant to the resolution of the Executive Council of Yogi Vemana University, Kadapa and the orders
issued by the Government vide G.0.Rt.No.149, HE (UE) Department, dated 11.10.2023, the permission
accorded earlier for the filling up of 118 vacant faculty positions in the University is hereby withdrawn
as per G.0.Rt.No.59, HE (UE) Department, dated 06.05.2026. Consequently, the faculty recruitment
notifications issued in the year 2023 (No.1/YVU/Backlog-SC&ST/2023, dated 30.10.2023; No.2/YVU/
Assistant Professor Positions/BC Backlog & Regular/2023, dated 30.10.2023; No.3/YVU/Associate

available in nicgep/app free of cost from 09.05.2026, 11.30 A.M onwards.

The bidders have to participate online bidding only with Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)
of Class-IIl.

Last Date and Time for Online Submission : 08.06.2026 Upto 10.30A.M.
DIPR/1839/TENDER/2026 MANAGING DIRECTOR

authorized representative, Tender
Cost is Rs. 1,180.00 (Rs. 1,000.00 +
GST @ 18%). Details are available on
U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban) website

www.jn.upsdc.gov.in.

Professor & Academic Non-Vacation Positions/BC Backlog & Regular/2023, dated 30.10.2023; No.4/
YVU/Professor & Academic Non-Vacation Positions/2023, dated 30.10.2023) for filling up the said
posts stand withdrawn.
Candidates who had applied to the 2023 notifications may visit the University website at
www.yvu.edu.in for information regarding the refund of the Application fee.
The dates of fresh notifications, and other particulars, will be announced separately.
Sd/- REGISTRAR

related to the bids or bidders may visit office during working hours for any clarification.
3. The tenders may be found under the organization name:- PM (Project
Implementation  Unit-PWD) U-PREPARE-World Bank on the website
www.uktenders.gov.in
Program Manager
PIU-PWD
U-PREPARE
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Delhi Says from the Heart: “Thank You, Modi Ji”
From Unauthorized to Empowered: A New Chapter of

BERFEIC R
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-

Applications open on the SWAGAM portal from
April 24, 2026—your rights, now in your hands
No long queues... No middlemen... Just one
click—and your home becomes legally yours.
Not Just Homes, It’s a Vikas Ki Guarantee

With regularization, these colonies will now see
structured development by government agencies.
Earlier, unclear legal status limited development.
Now, infrastructure investment will increase.
What has changed?

- MCD will issue Regularisation Certificates

- Revenue Department will provide Conveyance
Deeds and Authorization Slips

- Infrastructure development will be ensured
Now, colonies will have:

- Better roads

- Safer streets

- Modern amenities

A New Vision for Delhi: TOD Policy

While rights are being granted, the future is also
being strengthened.

Enter the Transit Oriented Development (TOD)
Policy.

This policy aims to integrate transport and housing
by promoting high-density, planned development
around metro and transit corridors.

It enables people to live closer to transit, improving
ease of living and encouraging walkability.

What will change?

- Affordable housing options

- Better connectivity

- Smart and planned urban growth

A New Era of Affordable Housing

e

Under the new policy:

- Development within 500 meters on both sides of
Metro/RRTS corridors

- Around 207 sq. km area opened for development
- Smaller plots (minimum 2000 sq. m) now eligible
- Maximum FAR increased up to 500

- 65% FAR mandatory for residential use

- Promotion of affordable housing units (< 99 sq.
m)

- Remaining FAR allowed for commercial and
flexible use

Regularization of unauthorized colonies and the
TOD policy together will redefine housing, urban
development, and ease of living in Delhi.

This is not just about regularization—it is a step
toward an inclusive, planned, and modern urban
model that ensures better quality of life and
infrastructure.

Now Every Family’s Dream of “Owning a Home”
Will Come True

A Major Step Toward Inclusive Development
Earlier, several areas were excluded from the
TOD policy. Now, an additional 80 sq. km has
been included.

This means:

- Unauthorized colonies enter the mainstream of
development

- Land pooling areas are now included

Now, Delhi’s landscape will change—and so will
its mindset.

Because this is no longer just about homes—it’s
about the future of the entire city.

This initiative will:

Urban Transformation Begins in the Capital
o 1 1 L VI _“:.Z:r ] ',*JETT::';—!!]]

- Transform unplanned growth into organized
development

- Empower citizens

- Elevate Delhi to a world-class city

Delhi’s New Urban Vision: A Step Toward Trans-
formation

Regularization of unauthorized colonies and the
TOD policy are not just about legal recognition—
they lay the foundation of a modern urban model
where every citizen has access to better infra-
structure, connectivity, and quality of life.

From Reality to Resolution

Over the past two decades, Delhi’s population
has nearly doubled. Rapid urban expansion led
to unplanned development in many areas—re-
sulting in thousands of unauthorized colonies,
hundreds of slums, and numerous villages with
inadequate infrastructure.

For years, this reality was ignored. Now, the poli-
cy focus has shifted—from avoidance to accept-
ance, and from problem to practical solution.
The Delhi of Tomorrow: Planned, Inclusive,
Capable

With support from the central government, this
initiative marks a strong beginning toward trans-
forming Delhi into a systematic and planned
city.

Its impact will go beyond infrastructure—it will
redefine lifestyle, connectivity, and the overall
urban experience.

This is not just development—it is the begin-
ning of a new identity for Delhi.

This now brings an end to the
decades of uncertainty and now
gives them a chance to pursue
the dreams of their lives in peace,
without any threat of eviction or
displacement.

This would change the [EE 0L
TGS And till the fortune
of Delhi changes, the country’s
fortune will not change.

= Narendra Modi, *ima Minist

Now Delhi Says—Thank You, Modi Ji

When a family smiles holding the legal
papers of their home...

When a young person begins planning
their future...

When the first ray of development
reaches a colony...

One voice echoes from every heart:
“Thank you, Modi Ji!”
“This is not just a scheme—it is trust.”
A trust that:

Every citizen will receive their rights
Development will be inclusive
Delhi will transform—for the better
“Your city, your responsibility.”

The government is doing its part—now
it’s our turn:

Keep the city clean
Follow the rules
Participate in development
Because now, Delhi offers both rights
and development—

With Modi Ji: Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas

For over 4.5 million pebple living in

unauthorized colonies, a new era momentum.

erated the sceme wih renew

ed UDAY registér
Additionally:

For years, millions of families living in unauthorized
colonies in Delhi were caught in a strange paradox—
they had homes, yet no legal ownership. There was
no clear property title, no full access to government
services, and no sense of security about the future.

Today, under the visionary leadership of Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, Delhi is
witnessing a historic transformation where dreams
are finally being recognized by law, and homes are

being honored with rightful ownership.

This is not just a policy decision; it is an effort to
restore identity, dignity, and security to millions who
have waited for decades.

Because now, their homes are no longer just places
to live—they are legally theirs.

And across the streets of Delhi, a new voice echoes:
“Thank you, Modi Ji!”

has begun.

These residents have long lived in
uncertainty and insecurity. With le-
gal recognition now in place, not only
are their property rights strength-
ened, but they are also gaining so-
cial and economic stability.

A dream that remained incomplete
for years is finally turning into reality.
This is not merely regularization—it
is the restoration of dignity, security,
and rights. — CM Rekha Gupta
PM-UDAY: A Dream Realized
Launched in 2019, the Pradhan
Mantri Unauthorized Colonies in
Delhi Awas Adhikar Yojana (PM-
UDAY) has granted ownership
rights to lakhs of families for the first
time.

So far, around 40,000 conveyance
deeds have been issued. Howev-
er, due to technical and procedural
complexities, progress had been
relatively slow.

Now, by removing these bottle-
necks, the government has accel-

“As-is Where-is” — The Guarantee of
the Biggest Change

Out of Delhi's 1,731 unauthorized
colonies, 1,511 will now be regular-
ized on an “as-is where-is” basis.
What does this mean?

- No requirement for layout plans

- Existing homes will be considered
legally valid

- All plots approved for residential
use

- Relief extended to small shops
This is not just a reform—it is a
guarantee of real change in peo-
ple’s lives.

Faster, Transparent, and Simpler
Processes

Where files once took months, work
will now be completed in days:

- GIS survey report in 7 days

- Deficiency Resolution Memo in 15
days

- Conveyance deed issued within 45
days

- Mandatory maintenance of PM-

- ADM appointed as the single nodal
officer

- Surveys conducted at the local
level

- Online applications through the
SWAGAM portal

With digital tracking and applica-
tion systems, transparency has
increased, and citizens no longer
need to run from office to office.
This is the new system of a dou-
ble-engine  government—simple,

fast, and reliable.

Key Transformations: Before vs Now

Aspect

Earlier System New System

Beneficiaries

Limited progress, slow
process

~4.5 million citizens benefitted

Conveyance Deeds

~40,000 issued Faster process, continuous growth

Approval Process

Multi-level approvals (DDA

e ADM as single nodal officer

Nodal Agency

Complex multi-agency system | Revenue Department leads

Survey Process

Conducted by DDA officials  |Joint survey by Patwari & Naib Tehsildar

Timeline No fixed timeline 45 days for deed issuance
Fegor Limited, scattered PM-UDAY register maintained
Management

Basis of

Regularisation

Layout plan mandatory As-is where-is basis

Coverage

Limited, complex 1,511 out of 1,731 colonies included

Restricted Areas

Clearly excludes ridge, floodplains,

Lack of clarit
¥ protected zones

DIP/Shabdarth/Advertorial/019/26-27

Certification

Multi-agency MCD issues certificate

Deed Issuance

Complex, time-consuming Direct by Revenue Department

Application Process

Offline Online via SWAGAM portal

This is more than a policy—it is a promise fulfilled.
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K

A ND-NDE




Editorial

THE HINDU

Saturday, May 9, 2026
DELHI

Take east

The BJP’s priority must be to end

the violence in West Bengal

he Bharatiya Janata Party’s victory in
West Bengal has long been in the making.
In power for three consecutive five-year
terms, the Trinamool Congress (TMC) had been
degenerating by the day while the BJP built itself
up, vote by vote, aided by all the levers of power
that it could exercise as the ruling party at the
Centre. The party won 207 of the 294 Assembly
seats; in 2021 it had 77. Suvendu Adhikari, Leader
of the Opposition in the outgoing Assembly, will
be the new Chief Minister. He defeated Chief Mi-
nister Mamata Banerjee in her own constituency,
Bhabanipur — marking the second time that he
has prevailed over her, after Nandigram in 2021.
Popular dissatisfaction over jobs, corruption, go-
vernance and law and order undermined the
TMC, which increasingly relied on violence and
coercion to keep the State under its thumb. The
West Bengal teacher recruitment scam eroded
public trust in the TMC, and the R.G. Kar rape
and murder case was a major inflection point.
Ms. Banerjee first lost control of governance —
which was never complete even at the beginning
— and then lost control of the narrative. In 2021,
her claim to be the protector of Bengali identity
against a BJP perceived as the promoter of a Hindi
heartland project had worked in her favour. That
regional identity politics weakened as its princi-
pal champion sank into chaos and degeneration.
The BJP’s strategy has been evolving over the
years under the direct supervision of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, who spent several
weeks in the State through the campaign. The
party expanded its capacity at the booth level
across rural Bengal through a decade of sus-
tained work, building on its strong performance
in the 2019 general election and its 2021 Assemb-
ly showing. The party had its own identity polit-
ics capable of countering the TMC’s Bengali iden-
tity politics. BJP politics in the State was
constructed on intense, contentious debates
around citizenship, migration and Hindu consoli-
dation — all tied to controversial administrative
measures such as the tailored Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls and changes to the Citi-
zenship Amendment Act (CAA). The CAA was de-
ployed as a mobilisation tool, particularly among
Matua and other refugee communities. The BJP’s
gains flowed from a consolidation of Hindu votes
alongside a decisive split in the TMC’s Muslim
support base. Now that the party has created his-
tory in West Bengal, the governance challenges
before it cannot be overstated. The targeted as-
sassination of a key aide of Mr. Adhikari and vio-
lence that has gripped many parts of the State,
are instructive. The State needs a new vision for
development and progress, but the restoration of
law and order is the most urgent priority of all.

More from less

The AINRC won comfortably with a
reduced vote share

T he people of the Union Territory of Pudu-

cherry, no strangers to fractured electo-

ral verdicts, have decisively handed
another term to the All India N.R. Congress-led
National Democratic Alliance, favouring conti-
nuity and the status quo. Despite an unremarka-
ble governance record, the NDA retained power
largely due to the first-past-the-post system,
which disproportionately rewards parties with
the highest vote share. This is what has been re-
flected in the results of the 2026 Assembly poll.
On the face of it, the NDA’s victory appears con-
vincing, but a closer look at the vote-share data
tells a different story. By winning 18 of the 30 As-
sembly seats, the ruling alliance gained two more
seats than in 2021, even as its vote share fell to
about 38% — nearly five percentage points lower
than five years ago. On the other hand, the Con-
gress-led INDIA bloc, with about 32% of votes,
lost two seats and its tally stood at six. It also suf-
fered erosion of its vote base by around 3%. The
presence of the TVK has caused vote share loss to
the two formations, though the NDA ultimately
emerged victorious. The TVK, along with its ally,
won three seats with a vote share of around 18%.
Apart from the charismatic appeal of the TVK’s
founder, C. Joseph Vijay, the prolonged wran-
gling over seat-sharing within the INDIA bloc hurt
the alliance’s prospects, despite its emphatic Pu-
ducherry Lok Sabha victory two years ago by ov-
er 1.3 lakh votes. Chief Minister N. Rangasamy, set
to begin his fifth term, deserves credit for shield-
ing his alliance from the TVK’s challenge, despite
speculation before the polls that the All India
N.R. Congress might leave the NDA to join the
fledgling party.

Instead of taking steps for the implementation
of his electoral promise of securing Statehood for
Puducherry, Mr. Rangasamy should focus on deli-
vering better governance. The functioning of the
outgoing regime came in for sharp criticism from
the office of the C&AG which, in its report for
2023-24, had rapped the AINRC-headed regime
for spending beyond its means. Apart from en-
suring administrative continuity and closer align-
ment with the Centre, the Chief Minister should
focus on balanced urban and rural development,
and improving infrastructure and public servic-
es. Also, with changing demographics, renewed
focus should be on youth employment, sustaina-
ble housing, and environmental conservation to
maintain a high quality of life. His administration
should make lasting efforts to reduce the damage
that frequent cyclones and floods cause to the pe-
ople and their livelihoods. Such an approach
would be the perfect way of expression of grati-
tude on his part to those who have voted for him
and the NDA.
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A watershed moment in India’s defence posture

peration Sindoor commenced at 1:05

a.m. on May 7, 2025, with a surgical,

high-intensity destruction of selected

terrorist infrastructure. This strike was
a direct and decisive response to the cowardly
Pahalgam carnage orchestrated by cross-border
terrorists on April 22, 2025. This operation
represents a paradigm shift in India’s
politico-military mindset and doctrine, marking a
watershed moment in its approach to national
security

New era Indian doctrine

India’s historical posture of “reactive restraint”
provided a strong rationale for a “dossier
approach”, in which military inaction was often
portrayed as extraordinary restraint and was
frequently encouraged and lauded by the West.
““What if” loops about attacking terror targets in
a nuclear-armed adversary provided the final
blow to India’s decision-makers. Post-Operation
Sindoor, the “zero tolerance” policy declared by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was pivoted
further and reinforced, whereby any act of
cross-border terrorism would be considered an
“act of war”.

This reflects a leadership that possesses both
the strategic resolve to act and the absolute
confidence in the armed forces to deliver
retribution. Despite the political risks, this
extraordinary resolve to tackle terror head on —
and the refusal to submit to nuclear blackmail
and external pressure drew new red lines.

Operation Sindoor defined a new chapter in
India’s defence evolution too. While on transition
to integration and restructuring, this Operation
tested the ground realities of the three services —
the Indian Air Force (IAF), the Indian Navy and
the Indian Army. Post Pahalgam, the forces were
tuned to expect a clear-cut political directive for
action, which came in an unambiguous form and
was perhaps stronger than what the services had
anticipated. The services were given a free hand.

The resultant Indian strikes on nine terrorist
targets were exceptionally well-integrated across
the three services, achieving total success despite
a fully alert Pakistan. The choice of Bahawalpur,
and Muridke in Pakistan as targets was
unthinkable. Pakistan and the world woke up to
realities of the “new normal”. Pictures and videos
of the massive destruction at these terror hubs,
and the sheer scale and success of the strikes,
were stunning.

The highly calibrated and intelligent Indian
response over the next two days was executed
well, calmly but firmly. Pakistan clearly misread
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India’s resolve. On May 9 and 10, when the
Pakistan Air Force attempted to strike some of
India’s critical high-value assets, the Indian Air
Force countered it in near real time with waves of
airstrikes hitting 11 bases across Pakistan,
including Nur Khan, Sargodha, Murid and
Bholari. The level of precise targeting and extent
of damage achieved could not have been
imagined by Pakistan. The global defence
analytical community acknowledges this as one
of the most defining and concise actions against a
nuclear-armed nation.

Military audaciousness at its best

This total, integrated and calibrated response,
characterised by masterful control of the
escalation ladder, reflects the seamless synergy
between India’s civil and military institutions. In
my opinion, India’s achievements could not have
been better. After 88 hours of Operation Sindoor,
by noon on May 10, Pakistan was reeling from
massive destruction at 11 bases by the IAF.
Karachi was nervously monitoring Indian naval
deployments poised for action, while
aggressive Indian Army operations
along the Line of Control and the
International Border had rendered
drone attacks unviable. A robust,
networked air-defence system,
including the S-400 missile system
had completely denied airspace not
only over Indian territory but also deep inside
Pakistan. Pakistan had no choice but to rush and
request a ceasefire.

Given the dynamics and complications of
escalation control under a nuclear overhang,
India’s Chief of Defence Staff and the Service
Chiefs deserve high praise for the ferocious
targeting on May 10 and the brilliant seizing of the
escalation opportunity to coerce a termination.
This was military audaciousness at its very best.

The Indian armed forces responded in full
measure to the political mandate, leaving no
doubt regarding the nation’s capacity for rapid,
high-impact operation. The sheer scale and speed
of India’s action on May 10 was watched with awe
across the country.

The announcement of the ceasefire was too
sudden for the public at large, You cannot blame
the people asking for more. One cannot view
these developments with emotion. Having
achieved all objectives and the scope of action on
May 10, the termination decision was perfectly
timed.

Operation Sindoor’s ongoing status carries a
powerful strategic signal. Undoubtedly, the

primary signal is for terrorists to remain in hiding
and for their backers to desist. The message also
extends to the Pakistani citizenry —a stark and
constant reminder of the reckless involvement of
part of their military leadership. In the age of
global digital transparency and expert strategic
analysis, the truth of these events cannot be
shielded from their people for long. They must
now confront the realities of a military regime
camouflaged by a political facade and “regime”
change should be on their minds.

Accelerate indigenous defence growth
Ongoing operations have implications for India as
well. The defence forces would need to maintain
a high state of readiness to act. After the opening
round of Operation Sindoor, the expectations are
high. I am sure the services are working
proactively to deliver. An equally important
implication is for the defence industry to ramp up
in real terms to achieve Atmanirbharata. The
focus must be to “Innovate, Design, and
Manufacture” at scale.

The government has focused hugely
on reforms to energise the public and
private industry in defence, aerospace,
space, cyber and Artificial Intelligence
domains. The stellar performance of
indigenous systems during Operation
Sindoor has invigorated India’s
innovation and startup ecosystem. I
have always maintained that the real
responsibility for being the “agent of change”
rests with the Defence Research and
Development Organisation laboratories, Defence
Public Sector Undertakings, and, to some extent,
even on large industry players already in the
system. They no longer have the option to delay
and must immediately focus on truly integrating
the entire private sector, including micro, small
and medium enterprises (MSMEs) and startups,
into an indigenous ecosystem through a
“whole-of-nation” approach. There is an urgent
need to capitalise on this golden period of
governance and reforms, and the unpredictable
geopolitical environment only reinforces the
need to double down on true Atmanirbharta.

Ultimately, the “Modi redlines” regarding
cross-border terrorism are permanent. This new
normal is irreversible and will define India’s
strategic mindset for the foreseeable future. The
nation demands nothing less, and the populace
would stand firmly behind the architects and
executors of India’s national security. My salute to
everyone involved in the success of Operation
Sindoor.

The elephant in India’s data room

s another session of Parliament has
A ended, a familiar pattern was visible on

the floor of the House. Members of
Parliament who rose to ask questions, performing
one of Parliament’s most important
accountability functions. Yet, a large share of
these questions have followed/follow a
predictable format, such as asking how many
schools have functional toilets, how many
pensions were disbursed in a given year, or how
many beneficiaries received a particular scheme.

While these questions address important
public concerns, the information they seek
should ideally and already exist in the public
domain in a clear, standardised, and easily
accessible format.

An analysis of the parliamentary questions
asked during the 17th Lok Sabha (2019-24) on
youth employment found that a large share
sought such basic facts. This reflects a far deeper
reality that India’s data system is fragmented and
lacks interoperability. The elephant in the room,
rarely acknowledged in such debates, is data
standardisation, without which even the most
ambitious policy visions risk being built on
shifting sands.

Anatomy of the problem
In the National Data and Analytics Platform vision
document released by NITI Aayog, it was
observed that India’s data ecosystem remains
incoherent, with Ministries and government
departments failing to use shared standards for
common indicators and even defining basic
attributes such as time period and region
inconsistently. India today generates more data
than ever before, yet abundance does not equate
to usability. Data collected by individual
Ministries for their own programmes often
cannot be integrated seamlessly, making
consolidation a laborious and error-prone task.
According to a NITI Aayog report released in
June 2025, welfare programme databases often
list the same beneficiary multiple times, leading
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to fiscal leakages that inflate spending by 4%-7%
annually. Recent government data clean-ups
highlight the potential savings from addressing
such inefficiencies. Notably, deleting 17.1 million
ineligible names from the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme was expected
to save 390 billion in FY2024, while removing 35
million bogus LPG connections could save 3210
billion over two years, and eliminating 16 million
fake ration cards may save around %100 billion
annually.

These inefficiencies have significant policy
implications. In the health sector, for instance,
studies show that childhood tuberculosis cases
are recorded separately in the Health
Management Information System, the disease
surveillance network, and immunisation
registries, often resulting in the same patient
being counted multiple times. Such duplication
creates conflicting estimates, often leaving
decision-makers uncertain and leading some to
disregard data altogether in favour of anecdote or
political expediency.

Beyond policy implications, these weaknesses
also carry perception and economic costs. In the
Global Innovation Index 2024, India had missing
data for two indicators and outdated data for
eight, with several relying on figures more than a
year old.

Without coordinated methodologies, such
indices both mask real performance and expose
gaps in inter-agency coordination. In economic
terms, the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development estimates that
improving public-sector data availability and
sharing could add up to 1.5% of GDP, rising to
2.5% if private-sector data is included. In other
words, the cost of poor data governance lies not
only in misinformed decisions but also in
squandered economic potential.

Common standard for data
The solution to the inefficiencies can be seen
under the National Data Governance Framework

Policy (NDGFP), where the proposed India Data
Management Office (IDMO) has the potential to be
the keystone of reform by developing and
enforcing common rules, standards, guidelines
and protocols for data across all Ministries and
States. However, the IDMO needs to be
empowered with real authority to set binding
standards, audit compliance, and resolve
disputes over definitions and methodologies
across Ministries. Otherwise, the inefficiencies
will persist.

In addition, alignment with global statistical
frameworks such as the UN’s System of National
Accounts for economic indicators, and
harmonising them within a National Statistical
Standards Manual could unify definitions and
practices nationwide.

Most of all, India’s open data platform,
“data.gov.in”, should be scaled up into a
centralised, schema-consistent repository that
serves both public availability of information and
internal needs. Ministries must upload datasets in
standardised formats regularly, enabling
parliamentarians to access real-time, district-level
figures.

As a benchmark

Finally, institutionalising accountability will be
key to sustaining progress. NITI Aayog’s Data
Governance Quality Index should be an annual
benchmark, tied to performance reviews and
incentives for Ministries and States, as healthy
competition on data quality can drive change as
powerfully as economic competition.

Data standardisation is often minimised as a
technical exercise, but it is in fact the grammar of
governance that a nation aspiring to become a $5
trillion economy needs to get right. Addressing
the elephant in the data room means committing
to the standards, systems and stewardship that
will make India’s data fit for purpose, and fit for
the future.

The views expressed are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A wise man’s advice

The timely epistle by
Gopalkrishna Gandhi,
former Governor of West
Bengal, in the form of an
open letter to the Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam leader C.
Joseph Vijay (“An open
letter to Joseph Vijay”, May
6), can be read as a wise
man’s advice and, at the
same time, a welcome
caution and alert to the
actor-politician who is a
novice in political
governance and
administration.

Every syllable of the open

letter deserves careful
reading and assimilation by
Mr. Vijay if he has to
blossom into a successful
Chief Minister.

Mr. Gandhi’s advocacy for
Mr. Vijay to keep protection
of India’s federal and
secular fabric and the
tenets of the Constitution as
his priority, is laudable. His
insistence that he should
follow the lofty ideals of self
respect and equality
preached by Periyar EVR
and ardently followed in
letter and spirit by his
illustrious predecessor M.K.

Stalin, needs careful
adherence by Mr. Vijay.
All the above are possible
only and only when Mr.
Vijay realises that the cine
glare that has blinded his
fans and has made them to
vote his party to power
could fade away anytime.
Tharcius S. Fernando,
Chennai

Candid camera

The picture of the DMK
President, M.K. Stalin,
waving at his supporters in
the Kolathur constituency
following his defeat in the

Tamil Nadu Assembly
elections evokes a sense of
despondency (Opinion
page, “Picture of the week”,
May 8). For a leader who
has done so much for his
Kolathur constituency in
Chennai over the years,
especially in terms of
infrastructural
development, this is

certainly not the verdict he
deserves.

The strong support for Mr.
Stalin from the people of
Kolathur, who turned
emotional when he visited
to thank them, reflects the
deep bond he has built with
the residents. One cannot
and should not forget that
Mr. Stalin made Tamil Nadu

Corrections & Clarifications

India is the world’s second-largest coal producer, not third as mentioned
in the report “RE meets global electricity demand for the first time” (Opin-

ion page, ‘Data Point, May 6, 2026).

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone:
+91-44-28576347/28576300; E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

economically prosperous,
with GSDP growth of
11.19% in FY 2024-25 — the
first time in 14 years that it
exceeded 10% — and
10.83% in 2025-26. In
addition, he implemented
welfare schemes,
particularly for women,
which gained wide
popularity across the State.

R. Sivakumar,
Chennai

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the full postal
address and the full name or
the name with initials.
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Nightmare on the Narmada

Of the 41 passeng‘érs and crew members onboard a cruise vessel on the Narmada River, 13 died when it capsized during a Vlolent storm in the Bargi

Dam reservoir on April 30. The tourism department-operated cruise had been carrying families seeking respite from the summer heat. Mehul

*Malpani reports on the tragedy in Jabalpur and the questions it has raised over safety protocols and preparedness for inland vessel operations

The wreckage of the cruise boat that capsized in the Bargi dam reservoir in Jabalpur on April 30. A.M. FARUQUI

Jabalr')ur

pril 30 was a sweltering summer day
in Madhya Pradesh, with the tempera-
ture crossing 40 degrees Celsius. So,
when clouds gathered over the Jabal-
pur sky and a light breeze swept through the city
that afternoon, people planned outings to near-
by parks and lakes.

Several families decided to head to the Bargi
dam reservoir on the Narmada river, about 40
kilometres from Jabalpur. For nearly three de-
cades, this has been a popular destination for lo-
cals and tourists alike. Boat and cruise rides are
operated by the Madhya Pradesh State Tourism
Development Corporation (MPSTDC) at the Bar-
gi Boat Club.

“I have been going there for more than 20
years and my family loves boating and going on
cruise rides,” says 72-year-old Riyaz Hussain Say-
yed. “Whenever I have family or friends visiting,
I take them there.”

Sayyed’s latest cruise ride, however, has left
him with trauma that he says will stay with him
forever. That windy afternoon, as passengers
were enjoying the change in weather, a storm
suddenly intensified and huge waves lashed
against the boat, which capsized within minutes.

Sayyed watched helplessly as his 66-year-old
wife, Reshma, disappeared into the water. His
daughter’s mother-in-law, Shamim Zaidi, 68, al-
so died. “I just waited for death quietly.  heard a
man’s voice on the other side of the boat. He was
also trying to get out, but he soon became si-
lent,” he recalls.

Clinging to a small grill, Sayyed managed to

breathe through a narrow gap for more

than four hours, surrounded by violent
water and an eerie darkness.
He began shouting when he saw lights
towards the shore and was rescued more
than an hour later by construction workers
and officials, who had to break part of the
vessel to reach him.

Of the 39 passengers and two crew members
who embarked on the last cruise ride that day
around 5.20 p.m., 13 people, including eight wo-
men and four children, drowned. The rest were
rescued by workers of a nearby private construc-
tion company, along with rescue teams that ar-
rived shortly after. The incident occurred about
100 metres from the shore.

Trapped beneath the river

Over the past week, several videos of the inci-
dent have emerged online, providing glimpses
of the tragedy. One clip captures the moments
just before the boat overturned, with two men
tearing open life jacket packets while others re-
main inside an already flooding cabin. Another
shows survivors floating in the water, trying to
reach the shore amid high waves.

Survivors and officials say that those who
managed to jump out of the cruise from the
deck or through windows survived the tragedy,
while most of the passengers trapped beneath
the vessel died, as the life jackets were unable to
bring them to the surface.

Marina Messi, 39, along with her husband
Pradeep, two children — Siya and Trishaan —
and her parents had come to Jabalpur from the
Delhi cantonment area to attend a family func-
tion on April 29. Before their return, they decid-
ed to take the cruise. Three members of the fa-
mily are dead: Marina’s mother Madhu Messi,
62; Marina, who was found trapped beneath the
vessel in a life jacket, and her four-year-old son
Trishaan, whom she was embracing.

Julius Messi, Marina’s 65-year-old father, says,
“Everything transpired within minutes so nobo-
dy had time to react.”

Most families have expressed anger over the
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We managed
to get life
jackets but
that was not
enough.
There were
no
instructions.
The
authorities
cannot just
throw jackets
atus at the
last minute.

RAKHI SONI
Sister of Neetu Soni
who died in the
tragedy

lack of preparedness on the cruise in the event
of an emergency, while also alleging negligence
on the part of the crew. Cruise operator Mahesh
Patel and boatman Chhotalal Gond are facing
the most ire as survivors allege that they were of
“no help” during the tragedy.

They also allege that the passengers were not
given any instructions before the ride on how to
respond in case of an emergency, and that there
were no jackets for children.

Julius explains what happened when the sit-
uation turned bad: “Pradeep and I started distri-
buting life jackets to the passengers. There was
no help from the crew. Some people could not
get jackets, while some could not wear them
properly. Since we could not find a kids-sized
jacket, my daughter covered Trishaan in her
jacket. I got out to look for a way to escape, but
before I could return, the boat overturned and
Marina and my wife got stuck in the lower por-
tion of it.”

Rakhi Soni, 41, lost her sister, Neetu Soni, 43,
and her four-year-old nephew, Viraj. Seven
members of the family, all residents of Jabal-
pur’s Kotwali area, had gone for an outing to ex-
perience the breezy weather. Viraj’s body was
found on the last day of the search operation on
May 3.

“We kept hoping and praying that he might
have somehow reached the shore and been res-
cued by locals, but that hope was eventually
shattered,” says Rakhi. “My sister had separated
from her husband and was working at a private
bank to support her child. She wanted him to
become an Air Force pilot and had enrolled him
in an Army school.”

Rakhi also says that there was no immediate
help from the Boat Club or any authorities, and
that she along with many others swam about
100-150 m to reach the shore. “Some locals and
construction workers kept guiding us by yelling.
They told us how to move our arms and legs to
help us swim. We managed to get life jackets but
that was not enough. There were no instruc-
tions. The authorities cannot just throw jackets
at us at the last minute,” she says.

Ramzan Sheikh, 22, a migrant labourer from
West Bengal’s Murshidabad, was among the first
to spot the sinking vessel from a construction site
near the shore. “A colleague was shooting a vi-
deo of the dam when he spotted the ship. We im-
mediately reached the shoreline (marked by a
cliff about 25 feet high) but we had no clue what
to do. The weather was really bad,” he says.

Ramzan and his colleagues initially guided

Riyaz Hussain Sayyed, 72, a survivor of the Jabalpur cruise tragedy, shows
a photo he took with his family members on the deck of the vessel just a
few minutes before the tragedy. AM. FARUQUI

the passengers by shouting instructions and
helped them navigate their way towards the
shore by throwing ropes. About half an hour la-
ter, as the first responders from the Boat Club ar-
rived, he along with a few others jumped into
the cold water wearing life jackets, along with
the rescuers.

“When we spotted a man [Riyaz] stuck under
the ship, two locals and I entered the water with
the rescuers. We used some of our construction
tools to break that part of the ship and got him
out,” he says.

A challenging operation

While rescuing the survivors was challenging
enough due to persisting winds, high waves, and
the overturned cruise that had trapped some,
recovering the bodies proved to be a tougher
task. It forced the authorities to carry out
searches in large areas of the reservoir for nearly
three days until the last body was found on May
3 morning.

The rescue operation involved special divers
of the Indian Army, called in from Uttar Pra-
desh’s Agra and Telangana’s Hyderabad; person-
nel of the National Disaster Response Force and
State Disaster Emergency Response Force; local
police and home guard; as well as local fisher-
men. Heavy machinery and equipment such as
cranes and excavators were used to pull the ves-
sel out of the water and look for people trapped
under it.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
deployed ministers and senior officials to over-
see search and rescue efforts. He visited the spot
on May 1 and ordered a high-level investigation
into the incident. He formed a four-member
committee, headed by the Additional Chief Se-
cretary (Home), and directed it to submit its re-
port within 15 days. The State and Union govern-
ments also announced financial assistance for
the victims’ families, while Yadav said that work-
ers and locals who assisted in the rescue would
be rewarded.

The services of cruise operator Assistant
Skipper Patel and boatman Gond, who were on-
board, as well as ticket counter in-charge Brijen-
dra, were terminated for negligence during and
after the tragedy. Sunil Maravi, manager of Hotel
Maikal Resort and Bargi Boat Club, was also sus-
pended for negligence, while MPSTDC regional
manager Sanjay Malhotra was attached to the
headquarters and a departmental inquiry was
initiated against him. The operations at the boat
club remain suspended.

Alocal court in Jabalpur took suo-motu cogni-
zance of the tragedy. Taking note of media re-
ports that alleged that Patel “abandoned” the
passengers and escaped, the court directed the
local police to lodge a case against him and oth-
er concerned persons.

Officials also say that a lack of communication
from the crew and the ticket counter in-charge
after the tragedy led to confusion during the res-
cue efforts. “After getting out of water, they did
not inform the authorities about the number of
passengers onboard,” says a senior government
official. “A total of 29 tickets were sold for the
ride, and 10 others were allowed as complimen-
tary entries. While this is the standard practice
for children, the lack of communication led to
confusion during the rescue operation. We only
calculated the actual numbers by looking at
CCTV footage.”

On May 7, officials of the district administra-
tion recorded the statements of the survivors,
eyewitnesses and the crew, as part of the Chief
Minister-ordered investigation.

Patel denies all the charges and claims that he
was the last one to jump out of the cruise.
“There were no winds when we started the jour-
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We have never been responsible for giving
instructions before passengers come on
board, and nobody ever told us it was
required. We have been operating the cruise
for years.

MAHESH PATEL
Cruise operator

ney and it got stormy all of a sudden. As the
winds grew stronger, I started turning back the
vessel but two back-to-back strong waves hit the
vessel and it started overturning mid-turn. Be-
fore that I had asked the boatman to distribute
the jackets kept in a storeroom,” says Patel, a re-
sident of Ghullapaat village near the dam.

Patel joined the Boat Club as a boatman in
2009 and has been operating the cruise since
2014 after becoming an Assistant Skipper. “We
have never been responsible for giving instruc-
tions before passengers come on board, and no-
body ever told us it was required. We have been
operating the cruise for years, and this has been
the standard practice,” he says.

The boatman, Gond, says everyone was in a
panic. He says he was trying to calm the passen-
gers and distribute life jackets. “There was very
little time so we did whatever we could,” he says.

A group of boatmen and operators from the
Bargi Boat Club also submitted a complaint to Ja-
balpur Collector Raghvendra Singh saying that
the confusion in the number of passengers is of-
ten caused by VIPs and their guests who come
without tickets, and that there were some on-
board that day as well.

Dismantling the vessel

Several questions have also been raised about
the vessel’s condition and whether it was fit to
sail in adverse weather. Survivors have criticised
the authorities’ decision to dismantle it just days
after the tragedy and before the investigation
was completed, raising suspicions about the
possible loss of crucial evidence.

A twin-hull catamaran cruise boat, the vessel
was purchased in 2006 from a Hyderabad-based
firm which has also been responsible for its
maintenance and repair. It had a capacity of 90
passengers, according to officials. Its dismantled
wreckage now lies on the shore.

Authorities, however, have denied both alle-
gations, stating that the mechanical parts of the
cruise remain at the site and that the investiga-
tion team will carry out a thorough inspection.

Singh says,“It is a 17-18 tonne vessel. It had be-
come heavier due to water. It was broken so that
it could be moved from there.”

Rajendra Nigam, a retired Indian Navy Com-
mander, working with MPSTDC as an advisor for
water and adventure tourism, says some
thought there would still be a few bodies
trapped in the vessel’s bays or some of its parts.
“That is why they checked it completely to be
sure,” he says.

Nigam also says that the vessel was undergo-
ing maintenance regularly with the last one tak-
ing place in 2024. “Its life had increased by 10
years after the last repair. There was no techni-
cal or mechanical fault with the vessel. The
cruise model had been designed by the certified
naval architects at the National Ship Design and
Research Centre, Visakhapatnam,” he explains.

Nigam adds that the assistant skippers and
the boatmen working on the vessel received
training at the National Institute of Water Sports
in Goa every two years. “But this was an unpre-
cedented situation. Nobody could do much,” he
says.

Lack of protocols and enforcement

Adventure tourism activities in the State are go-
verned by the tourism department, based on the
Indian Adventure Tourism Guidelines, 2018, of
the Adventure Tour Operators Association of In-
dia, approved by the Union Ministry of Tourism.

Under the subhead for river cruising, section
26.9 mandates that a “comprehensive safety
briefing must be given on boarding the vessel
where all emergency drills are explained/de-
monstrated. Pictorial demonstrations, usage of
life vests, muster stations for boarding lifeboats
etc must be explained in detail”.

Madhya Pradesh is yet to form and notify its
own rules for inland vessels operations despite
the Inland Vessels Act, to promote economical
and safe transportation and trade through in-
land waters, being passed in Parliament in 2021.
Kerala, Gujarat, and Goa, among others, have
their own rules.

Officials say that before forming its own rules,
Madhya Pradesh needs to establish a maritime
board. “There have been discussions on the
matter but a consensus is yet to be reached
about whether it will be governed by the tourism
or transport department. The matter has been
mainly stuck due to this,” says an official. Nigam
says the process is now expected to accelerate in
the wake of the tragedy and that the rules
“should be framed within six months.”

Experts blame lack of enforcement of rules
and guidelines for slow responses and lack of
preparedness during such incidents.

N. Unni, former director of the Inland Water-
ways Authority of India, says that in several
countries, a detailed and mandatory instruction
session is conducted before they let you on-
board. “This is missing in our country,” he says.

He also questions the formation of probe
committees or judicial commissions in the after-
math of such tragedies. “How will a judicial com-
mission or an official committee probe a techni-
cal subject? Sometimes, such bodies fail to finish
their probe for years and the issue is forgotten
unless another tragedy occurs. We need experts
investigating the causes of such tragedies and we
need governments, both Central and State, to
act seriously on their recommendations to pre-
vent such incidents in future,” he says.

mehul.malpani@thehindu.co.in
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Uncertainty continues
over T.N. govt. formation

They submitted a photocopy of a WhatsApp letter
to the Governor. When he asked for the original,
they left saying it will be brought,” he told journal-
ists outside the Lok Bhavan, accompanied by Mr.
Kamaraj. He said a police complaint will be

lodged.

Earlier on Friday night, Mr. Dhinakaran sub-
mitted another letter to the Governor extending
support to AIADMK general secretary Edappadi K.
Palaniswami, urging that he be invited to form the
government. The letter carried his signature as
well as that of Mr. Kamaraj’s (obtained earlier).

Sources said VCK leader Thol. Thirumavalavan,
who met outgoing Chief Minister and DMK leader
M.K. Stalin, indicated he had not issued any letter

of support to the TVK yet.

Earlier, at a virtual consultation conducted by
Mr. Thirumavalavan, the party leaders were
learnt to have contemplated seeking the post of
Deputy Chief Minister for him and another Cabi-
net berth should it join a coalition led by the TVK.

Cong. likely to name
Kerala CM tomorrow

Meanwhile, the accidental disclosure of a part of a
document purportedly showing a list of new
MLAs who back Mr. Venugopal — published in a
newspaper on Friday — caused political embar-
rassment. AICC observers Mukul Wasnik and Ajay
Maken, however, questioned the “legitimacy” of
the document. Notably, Mr. Joseph, who, as per
the “questionable” document surreptitiously cap-
tured by a lensman, appeared to back Mr. Venugo-
pal, told reporters that “numbers meant everyth-
ing in parliamentary politics”. His statement
assumed some significance against the backdrop
of reports that a majority of Congress MLA-desig-
nates had backed Mr. Venugopal for the “top
post”. The “list” shows the shows the allegedly
raging power struggles in Congress over the Chief

Minister’s post.

Allies express apprehension

Notably, UDF allies have repeatedly expressed ap-
prehensions that the “vexatious” selection pro-
cess would carve up the Congress and, by exten-

sion, the alliance.

Suvendu Adhikari to
take oath as Bengal CM

Mr. Adhikari, 57, will take oath as the first BJP
Chief Minister of West Bengal at Kolkata’s Brigade

Parade Grounds on Saturday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and several
Chief Ministers of the BJP and National Democrat-
ic Alliance-ruled States will participate in the

swearing-in.

Amidst cheers from the MLAs-elect, Mr. Adhi-
kari said: “Bhoi [fear] is out, and as Narendra Mo-
diji has said, bhorsa [faith] is in. We will not be sa-
tisfied with 46% votes and in the next election, we
will have to bring 60% of the people with us,” he

added.

“We will ensure the security of women, instil
nationalism and make West Bengal the country’s
cultural capital again,” Mr. Adhikari added.

Mr. Adhikari contested and won from both
Nandigram and Bhabanipur in the recently con-
cluded Assembly election. He defeated former
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee in Bhabanipur by

a margin of 15,115 votes.

Hailing from Purba Medinipur district, Mr. Ad-
hikari had served as a Cabinet Minister in Ms. Ba-
nerjee’s government from 2016 to 2020. Mr. Adhi-
kari defected to the BJP from the Trinamool in

December 2020.

U.S. court rules
against 10% tariff, but
no relief for traders

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

The U.S. Court of Interna-
tional Trade (CIT) has
ruled that the 10% tempor-
ary tariff President Donald
Trump imposed on all U.S.
trade partners, including
India, was “unauthorised
by law”, striking a further
blow to his attempts at us-
ing tariffs as tools to ad-
vance his policy priorities.

However, while the rul-
ing sets a precedent, it
does not translate into im-
mediate relief for expor-
ters around the world. The
court on Thursday provid-
ed relief to only the plain-
tiffs — two small companies
in the U.S. and Washington
State — with the tariff re-
maining on all other
importers.

CM
K

The U.S. government is
expected to appeal the
judgment at the federal le-
vel, which could extend
the process by several
months. Mr. Trump, on Fe-
bruary 24, 2026, used Sec-
tion 122 of the Trade Act of
1974 to impose a 10% tariff
on imports from around
the world for 150 days.
This was in response to the
U.S. Supreme Court strik-
ing down his country-wise
reciprocal tariffs. The CIT,
in a 2-1 decision, ruled that,
although the U.S. Congress
had originally passed Sec-
tion 122 to give the Presi-
dent the authority to ad-
dress balance of payments
deficits, this did not in-
clude the trade deficit and
current account deficits
cited by Mr. Trump when
he levied the 10% tariff.

Bangladesh failed to give
‘actionable response’: India

In diplomatic note, New Delhi says it sent over 1,000 messages to Dhaka on repatriation of illegal

immigrants since 2020, but the neighbouring country has not extended necessary cooperation

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia has sent over a
l 1,000 diplomatic

notes (notes verbale)
and 456 “consolidated re-
minders” to Dhaka since
September 2020 regarding
the repatriation of suspect-
ed illegal Bangladeshi im-
migrants but has not re-
ceived “an actionable
response”, a diplomatic
document has stated.

The numbers were men-
tioned in the note verbale
that the External Affairs
Ministry sent to Dhaka on
April 30, hours after the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Bangladesh summoned
the Indian envoy to protest
against remarks made by
Assam’s then Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma.
Mr. Sarma had claimed in a
media interview that un-
der his government, In-
dian border guards were
“pushing in” suspected
Bangladeshi  individuals
through unguarded parts
of the land border.
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BSF personnel patrol along the fence on the India-Bangladesh
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border in Golakganj in Assam. FILE PHOTO

“It is of note that over
1,137 Notes Verbale seeking
nationality verification and
456 consolidated remin-
ders have been sent in this
period,” the Ministry said
in the diplomatic note of
April 30, which The Hindu
has reviewed.

2,862 cases

“A majority of these com-
munications have not re-
ceived an actionable res-
ponse,” it said, adding that
“Since September 2020

Bangladesh has not ex-
tended the necessary
cooperation to India for
nationality verification of
over 2,862 cases of illegal
Bangladeshis in India...”

It said “all measures un-
dertaken by the Govern-
ment of India for the repa-
triation of illegal
Bangladeshi nationals are
in adherence to Indian
laws and procedures, in
tandem with established
bilateral arrangements™.

The Indian allegation of

illegal Bangladeshi immi-
gration was spotlighted on
Thursday when Randhir
Jaiswal, the spokesperson
of the External Affairs Mi-
nistry, referred to the mat-
ter as the “core issue” in bi-
lateral ties.

“These comments must
be seen in the context of
the core issue of repatria-
tion of illegal Bangladeshis
from India. This requires
cooperation from Bangla-
desh. Over 2,862 cases of
nationality verification are
pending with Bangladesh,
some for over five years,”
Mr. Jaiswal said during a
weekly press briefing.

He was responding to
remarks by Bangladesh Fo-
reign Minister Khalilur
Rahman and Home Minis-
ter Salahuddin Ahmed
who had said that Dhaka
would take “adequate
measures” if attempts at
“push in” from the Indian
side were to take place, es-
pecially against the back-
drop of the victory of the
BJP in the elections in West
Bengal and Assam.

Census enumerator
ID can be verified
through QR code

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Census enumerators have
been given identity cards
with QR codes to enable re-
sidents to verify authentici-
ty, says Lalit Jain, Director
of Census Operations
(DCO), Haryana, amid re-
sistance from several high-
end gated societies to grant
access to enumerators.

In an interview with The
Hindu on Friday, Mr. Jain
said, “We understand that
there may be some appre-
hension in their [residents]
minds that maybe people
[enumerators] are not ge-
nuine. Now, we have intro-
duced the scan code ena-
bled identity cards. Any
person who has any doubt
about the authenticity of
our enumerator can scan
the code on the ID card for
verification.”

On December 2, 2025,
the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs informed
Parliament that according
to Section 8(2) of the Cen-
sus Act, 1948, every resi-
dent is “legally bound” to
answer Census-related
questions to the best of

her/his knowledge or
belief.
“We have requested the

presidents of the RWA (re-
sidents welfare associa-
tions) to allow us to enter,
because Census ultimately
is a nation building exer-
cise, and it is to the benefit
of everybody that we en-
umerate and we get to
know the basic data about
our population,” Mr. Jain
said.

Allaying concerns
He added that “stranger
anxiety” and apprehen-
sion about sharing perso-
nal data could be the rea-
sons behind the resistance.
“Data we are asking for
is not something which is
very, very personal. We are
just asking people whether
they have drinking water
supply in their homes,
whether they have toilets.
And secondly, they need
not worry because whatev-
er data they give is secure
with us. We will not share
this data with anybody.
Moreover, this data will not
lead to any documenta-
tion, and it cannot be used
against you,” he said.

SC says it’s ‘shy’ to
direct arrest in Anil
Ambani’s ADAG case

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day said it has always been
“extremely shy” to direct
arrest even as petitioners
asked why agencies have
so far not arrested “king-
pin” Anil Ambani in an al-
leged financial fraud case.
The court said arrest must
be the last resort, and not
the first option.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Mr.
Ambani, said “he may have
been cheated too”, even as
a Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) report pegged
losses to public sector
banks and LIC in seven cas-
es at 327,337 crore.

Appearing before a
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant,
Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta, for CBI, said a total
of nine regular cases were
lodged against Reliance
ADAG entities, led by Anil

Nine regular cases
have been lodged
against Reliance
ADAG entities, led
by Anil Ambani

Ambani, of which seven
were under investigation
while chargesheets were
filed in the remaining two.

Mr. Mehta informed the
court that 31look-out circu-
lars were issued and over
224 witnesses were exa-
mined. He said searches
were conducted at the pre-
mises of the ADAG promo-
ters and directors. Two ar-
rests were made, and “few
more arrests were expect-
ed... as evidence surfaces”.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan questioned why
Mr. Ambani had not been
arrested yet. Justice Bagchi
said the need for custodial
interrogation was the pre-
rogative of the investigat-
ing agency.

Operation Sindoor is a symbol of
India’s new military ethos: Minister

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday described
Operation Sindoor as a de-
fining example of India’s
swift, precise, and joint
military response capabili-
ty, asserting that the opera-
tion had demonstrated the
country’s ability to compel
its adversary to surrender.

Addressing the second
edition of the Joint Com-
manders’ Conference in
Jaipur, the Defence Minis-
ter termed Operation Sin-
door a “short-duration,
deep-penetration, high-in-
tensity, and high-impact
operation” that reflected
India’s growing military
capabilities and national
resolve.

Future warfare

Calling on the Comman-
ders of the three Services
to remain future-ready, Mr.
Singh said the armed forc-
es must continuously
adapt to evolving global se-

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with CDS General Anil Chauhan, and
heads of services at the joint commanders' conference in Jaipur. PTi

curity challenges and learn
from recent operational
experiences.

The conference, on the
theme of ‘Military Capabili-
ty in New Domains’, fo-
cused extensively on fu-
ture warfare, multidomain
operations, cyber resi-
lience, artificial intelli-
gence, and other emerging
technologies shaping mod-
ern battlefields.

Highlighting the chang-
ing nature of warfare, the

Defence Minister stressed
that future conflicts would
increasingly involve hybrid
threats, information domi-
nance, and simultaneous
operations across cyber,
space, electromagnetic,
and cognitive domains.

Integration is key

He underlined the impor-
tance of strengthening
capabilities in artificial in-
telligence, autonomous
systems, data analytics,

and secure communica-
tion networks to maintain
operational superiority.

“Future wars will not be
won solely through wea-
ponry, but through innova-
tive thinking and enhanced
synergy,” he said.

Mr. Singh also empha-
sised the greater integra-
tion among the Army, Na-
vy, and Air Force.

The Defence Minister al-
so urged military comman-
ders to cultivate the “ele-
ment of surprise” to
remain unpredictable to
adversaries while ensuring
preparedness against ene-
my actions.

During the conference,
Mr. Singh released a docu-
mentary film on Operation
Sindoor, the Hindi version
of Vision 2047.

The Defence Minister al-
so released the Joint Doc-
trine for Integrated Com-
munication Architecture
aimed at enhancing inte-
roperability and integrated
communications  across
the armed forces.

Calcutta HC rejects Centre’s objections
to pleas against Great Nicobar project

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Calcutta High Court
has overruled the Union
government’s preliminary
objections to a batch of pe-
titions alleging that it vio-
lated the Forest Rights Act
while obtaining consent
for its ¥92,000-crore Great
Nicobar Island project.

In an order made public
on Friday, a Bench of Chief
Justice Sujoy Paul and Jus-
tice Partha Sarathi Sen dis-
missed the Centre’s argu-
ment that Meena Gupta,
the petitioner in the case,
did not have the locus stan-
di to approach the court in
this matter. It directed the
case to be listed for final
hearing on June 23.

Ms. Gupta is a retired
IAS officer who has served
as Secretary to both the
Tribal Affairs and Environ-
ment Ministries.

Over the last two years,
she has filed a series of pe-
titions challenging the
Gram Sabha resolutions

The Centre plans to build a
transhipment port, an airport,
and a township on the Great
Nicobar island. GETTY IMAGES

consenting to the diversion
of forest land for the mega-
infrastructure project un-
der the 2006 Forest Rights
Act (FRA); the constitution
of a sub-divisional level
committee under the same
law; and the notifications
reducing the buffer zones
for both the Campbell Bay
and Galathea Bay National
Parks. The petitions also
question the validity of a
certificate issued by the
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands administration

claiming that all rights un-
der the FRA have been
identified and settled.

On Wednesday, Addi-
tional Solicitor General of
India Ashok Kumar Chak-
raborty argued that Ms.
Gupta did not have author-
isation from the tribal pop-
ulation of Great Nicobar Is-
land to file the petition,
adding that the petition
was not maintainable be-
cause her place of resi-
dence was in Hyderabad.
The court ruled that in this
case, it was “clear that the
petitioner has sufficient in-
terest in the matter”, and
that “she is espousing the
cause of the vulnerable tri-
bal community”.

‘National importance’

The Centre argued that the
project was of “great na-
tional importance” and
that “such project of na-
tional importance cannot
be called in question in a
[public interest litigation]
PIL petition”. The Bench
responded by saying, “So

far, argument regarding
the cost and importance of
project is concerned, at
this stage we are not in-
clined to enter into the me-
rits of the case. A project
involving huge expendi-
ture must proceed in ac-
cordance with governing
laws holding the field and
it is not beyond the scope
of judicial review on per-
missible parameters.”

The ASG further argued
that the petitions should
not be maintainable be-
cause multiple petitions
were filed for prayers that
could have been made in
the same petition, further
positing that the National
Green Tribunal had alrea-
dy heard and ruled on this
issue, and hence the prin-
ciple of res judicata would
apply. The court dismissed
both arguments, ruling
that the petitions and is-
sues before the High Court
were distinct not only from
each other but also from
the issue decided by the
NGT earlier this year.

No Lakhimpur Kheri
witnesses examined
in past 3 months: SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day recorded disappoint-
ment at the non-produc-
tion of witnesses in the
trial of Ashish Mishra, son
of former Union minister
Ajay Mishra, and others in
the 2021 Lakhimpur Kheri
violence case.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, after perusing a sta-
tus report filed by the State
of Uttar Pradesh, said no
witnesses had been exa-
mined in the trial in the
past two to three months.

The court noted that the
State had identified 208
witnesses, pruning their
number to 131. The State
counsel said 44 witnesses
were examined, 15 were
discharged and 72 witness-
es were yet to be pro-
duced. The Bench said no
reason was given in the sta-
tus report as to why the

The Bench said no
reason was given as
to why the witnesses
were not being
produced in court

witnesses were not being
produced in court for trial.

The case deals with an
incident on October 3,
2021 when an SUV, which
was part of Mishra’s con-
voy, allegedly mowed
down protestors, including
four farmers, protesting
the controversial agricul-
ture laws in the Lakhimpur
Kheri district.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for
the victims’ families, said
the local police were hand-
in-glove with the accused
persons. Mr. Bhushan said
efforts have been allegedly
made on behalf of the ac-
cused, through threats and
inducements, to not coop-
erate in the proceedings.
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BJP’s win in Bengal plugs a big
hole in national security: Shah

The party now has a government in every State from ‘Gangotri to Gangasagar’; infiltration and cow-smuggling will become

‘impossible’ in West Bengal after the party’s victory, says Union Home Minister while addressing legislators in Kolkata

Shiv Sahay Singh
Shrabana Chatterjee

KOLKATA

nion Home Minis-
Uter Amit Shah on
Friday said the vic-

tory of the Bharatiya Janata
Party in the West Bengal
Assembly election was not
only significant from elec-
toral and ideological points
of view, but from the as-
pect of national security as
well. The victory plugs
“one of the biggest holes”
in national security, he
said.

“We now have govern-
ments in Assam, Tripura
and Bengal. Infiltration
and cattle-smuggling will
become impossible. The
Central and State govern-
ments will work together
to turn the border into an
‘impenetrable fortress’ for
national security,” Mr.
Shah said, while address-
ing newly elected legisla-
tors of the BJP in Kolkata.

The BJP leadership had
highlighted illegal infiltra-
tion from Bangladesh as a
major issue in the Assemb-

gladesh, of which more
than half — 2,216 km — lies
in West Bengal.

During his address, the
Home Minister, who pre-
sided over the BJP Legisla-
ture Party meeting, em-
phasised that the victory
was not only about the
BJP’s expansion and about
the BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance forming a
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Spirited reception: Union Minister Amit Shah receives a warm
welcome upon his arrival at the airport in Kolkata on Friday. ANI

the people of Bengal and
the country that we will
identify and remove every
infiltrator from India. And
let me say from this stage —
people who call this polari-
sation are mistaken. This is
not about polarisation.
This is about national se-
curity,” Mr. Shah said.
“The biggest impor-
tance of this victory is that

curity. Now, infiltration
and cow-smuggling will be-
come impossible in West
Bengal,” Mr. Shah said.

Ideological significance
The Home Minister, who
led the party’s election
campaign in West Bengal
along with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, also spoke
about the ideological sig-
nificance of the victory.
“The victory in West
Bengal is significant be-
cause after 100 years of
ideological continuity, we
have a government from
every State from Gangotri
to Gangasagar. I feel that
Syama Prasad Mookerjee
would bless the Narendra
Modi government from
where he is now,” he said.
Mookerjee, founder of
the Jana Sangh, the ideo-
logical precursor of the
BJP, hailed from West Ben-
gal. The Home Minister al-
so referred to the 150th
year of Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay’s  Vande
Mataram, saying the BJP
forming the government in
the novelist’s State was “a

journey in West Bengal,
Mr. Shah said while it was a
three-MLA party in 2016, it
won 77 seats in 2021 and
207 in 2026. “I cannot for-
get that 321 BJP party work-
ers had to lay down their
lives for this journey. I have
travelled all across the
country, but have never
seen such violence, except
in Kerala and West Ben-
gal,” he added.

The Home Minister said
that the average margin of
victory of BJP legislators
was 28,000 votes and in
nine of the 23 districts,
former Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee’s Trinamool
Congress drew a blank.

“I have never seen such
a mandate, particularly
when the party is in Oppo-
sition. West Bengal has wit-
nessed 93% voting and no
allegation of booth captur-
ing was made even by the
Trinamool. I want to thank
the voters of Bhabanipur,
where Suvendu Adhikari
defeated Mamata Baner-
jee,” he added. Mr. Adhika-
ri was appointed as the
leader of the BJP Legisla-

Killers of Suvendu’s aide
at large; post-poll violence
continues in West Bengal

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

The assassins of Chandra-
nath Rath, the personal as-
sistant to BJP leader Suven-
du Adhikari, are still at
large two days after the
murder, even as more inci-
dents of post-poll violence
have been reported from
across West Bengal.

Probe under way

The police have recovered
a second motorcycle used
by the killers to escape.
Another motorcycle and a
car, both with fake registra-
tion plates, have already
been seized. The police
suspect that local criminals
may have provided infor-
mation to the killers, who
shot Rath dead from a
point-blank range at Mad-
hyamgram in North 24 Par-
ganas, while he was in a
car. Rath was shot three
times and was declared
dead in a hospital.

While forensic experts
collected samples from the
crime scene, they did not
find any fingerprints in the
car used by the assassins,
sources said.

Gathering evidence: CID officials inspecting the spot where
Chandranath Rath was shot dead in North 24 Parganas district. PTI

age from the place. Sourc-
es said one unit of the Spe-
cial Investigation Team has
gone to Uttar Pradesh to
trace connections of the
killers. The Additional Di-
rector-General, CID, and
the Director-General of
BSF inspected the scene of
the crime in the Doharia
locality of Madhyamgram.

Violence continues
Crude bomb blasts were
reported from the Panihati
constituency, the police
said on Thursday. At least
five BJP workers were in-
jured and are undergoing
treatment.

won from the Panihati con-
stituency on BJP ticket. “A
blast happened here, but it
was a little far away from
my home. Two people
were severely injured, and
total seven were admitted
to hospital,” Ms. Debnath
said.

Blasts have been report-
ed from the Sibpur area in
Howrah, and visuals went
viral on social media.

Both the Trinamool
Congress and the BJP said
they have each lost three
party workers in the vio-
lence. Arson, vandalism,
and clashes have been re-
ported from multiple parts

ly election. India shares a  government in its 2ist it plugs one of the biggest  huge sign”. ture Party on Friday in the However, the police Ratna Debnath, the of the State since May 4,
4,096-km border with Ban-  State. “The BJP promises holes in India’s national se- Reflecting on the party’s  presence of Mr. Shah. have recovered CCTV foot- mother of R.G. Kar victim, the day results were out.
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DMK Parliamentary Party
leader Kanimozhi has writ-
ten to Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla seeking suitable
changes in the seating ar-
rangement of DMK mem-
bers in the House in view
of the changed political
circumstances.

“As our alliance with the
Indian National Congress
has come to an end, it may
not be appropriate for our
members to continue oc-
cupying the present seat-
ing arrangement alongside
them in the House,” she
said in the letter.

Ms. Kanimozhi request-
ed separate seating arran-
gements for the DMK
members to enable them
to effectively discharge
their parliamentary res-
ponsibilities.

The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s Manipur unit spokes-
person, Elangbam John-
son, resigned from the
party on Friday due to the
party leadership’s alleged
failure to resolve the ongo-
ing ethnic crisis in the
State.

Mr. Johnson, who un-
successfully contested the
2022 Assembly election
from the Keishamthong
constituency, said in Im-
phal that he had consulted
his supporters before de-
ciding to quit the party. He
said the BJP was unable to
convince people since May
2023 that it could usher in
peace.

The conflict between
the Kuki-Zo and Meitei
communities broke out on
May 3, 2023, claiming

others over the past three
years.

Mr. Johnson criticised
the BJP’s Manipur unit for
its “inability to take deci-
sions independently on
matters concerning the
State” and act decisively
on them. He alleged that
the State unit lacked the
power to make decisions
even on disciplinary mat-
ters. He was associated
with the United Committee
Manipur, a civil society or-
ganisation, before joining
politics.

Several parties in Mani-
pur and social organisa-
tions have condemned the
May 7 attacks on Tangkhul
Naga villages along the In-
dia-Myanmar border, alleg-
edly by members of the
militant group Kuki Nation-
al Army-Burma.

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day criticised the Punjab
government and authori-
ties for their inability to
bring the drug problem in
the State to heel.

Chief Justice Surya Kant,
heading a Bench compris-
ing Justice Joymalya Bag-
chi, said drug abuse and
trafficking continue un-
abated as only small ped-
dlers were caught while
none dared to lay a hand
on the big fish.

The Chief Justice narrat-
ed a recent incident involv-
ing a mother who lost all
her five sons to drug addic-
tion. “She lost her fifth son
to drugs. The police need
to be sensitised,” the CJI
said. “The bigger sharks or
influential ones should be
arrested,” he said.

NEW DELHI

The State of Madhya Pra-
desh on Friday told the Su-
preme Court that State Mi-
nister Kunwar Vijay Shah
had intended to “praise”
Colonel Sofiya Qureshi, but
could not articulate himself
properly.

Mr. Shah is accused of
making disparaging re-
marks against the Army of-
ficer, who had briefed the
media during Operation
Sindoor.

Appearing before a
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant,
Solicitor-General =~ Tushar
Mehta, for the State of Mad-
hya Pradesh, submitted, “I
am not justifying anyth-
ing... But he possibly want-
ed to praise the lady... He
had tendered an apology.

Kunwar Vijay Shah

He could not articulate and
he wanted to praise... It is
unfortunate.”

Chief Justice Kant res-
ponded that it was “most
unfortunate”. “We know
that when a political perso-
nality wants to praise, how
well they can do it. If he
wanted to apologise, he
should have done it imme-
diately,” the Chief Justice
told Mr. Mehta.

Senior advocate Manin-

Mr. Shah, said a public
apology had been issued
the next day. Chief Justice
Kant observed that the
apology came only after the
court took cognisance of
the matter. He said the
apology appeared to be
part of a “fake defence”.

Mr. Singh submitted that
Mr. Shah had apologised on
television.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi
said a January 19, 2026 or-
der had referred to “some
earlier instances” involving
Mr. Shah. These instances,
however, were not investi-
gated by the Special Investi-
gation Team.

The Bench said the State
must comply with its direc-
tions in the January 19 or-
der, including taking a deci-
sion on the grant of prior
sanction for prosecution.

SC seeks Centre’s response on
plea against blocking of AAP
Gujarat unit’s Meta accounts

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day sought a response
from the Union govern-
ment on a petition filed by
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) challenging an “ille-
gal, arbitrary and unconsti-
tutional” order to geo-
block and suspend the Me-
ta handles of the national
party’s Gujarat unit with-
out giving any prior rea-
sons, hearing or notice.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant issued notice to the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
and the State of Gujarat on
the petition filed by the
party, which said the move
was intended to “silence
an Opposition party and is
opposed to multi-party
democracy”.

The AAP, represented
by senior advocate Shadan
Farasat, said the Gujarat

CM
K

Meta accounts
@aapgujarat (on Instagram
and Facebook) have func-
tioned as official handles
for political commentar-
ies, dissemination of party
policies and welfare-relat-
ed information.

“They were used as legi-
timate platforms for politi-
cal speech and democratic
engagement, which fall
squarely within the protec-
tion of Article 19 of the
Constitution. Any action
that has the effect of silenc-
ing or disproportionately
restricting the voices of
Opposition parties strikes

unit’s

at the heart of constitution-
al democracy and is liable
to be scrutinised as a viola-
tion of the basic structure
doctrine,” the AAP said.

Mr. Farasat said a direc-
tion to block an entire ac-
count/page/group would
amount to a prior restraint
on free speech. He said the
burden was on the Union
government and the State
to justify the prior res-
traint. The AAP said it was
not informed of any specif-
ic content alleged to be ob-
jectionable or the statutory
provision which was relied
upon for blocking the ac-
counts, or the factual
factors.

The blocking of the en-
tire Meta accounts without
any specific content-based
identification, is dispro-
portionate and manifestly
beyond the scope of Article
19(2) and the powers under
Section 69A of the Infor-
mation Technology Act...,”
the petition submitted.

Congress slams Modi govt. over
women’s safety citing NCRB data

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday
sharpened its attack on the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment over women’s safety
and rising crime against
vulnerable sections, with
party president Mallikar-
jun Kharge alleging that 12
years of Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) rule had ex-
posed the “hollowness” of
the Centre’s claims on law
and order, and women’s
safety.

In a post on X, Mr.
Kharge said the govern-
ment’s narrative on wo-
men’s safety stood con-
tradicted by official data.
Citing the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB)
2024 report, the Congress
chief said crimes against
women had risen by 42.6%
since 2013. Referring to the
same data set, he said
crimes against children
had gone up by 204.6%,
atrocities against Dalits by
41.3%, and crimes against

Mounting criticism: AIMC President Alka Lamba addresses a press
conference at the AICC headquarters, in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

Adivasis by 46.7%.

He said the NCRB data
pointed that cybercrime
had surged by 1,689% and
10,546 farmers, 52,931 dai-
ly wage labourers and
14,488 students died by sui-
cide in 2024.

“Twelve years of the
Modi government have ex-
posed the hollowness of its
claims on law and order
and women’s safety,” Mr.
Kharge said, adding that
the “truth” was now before
the country.

The remarks came as
the NCRB’s 2024 report re-

corded an increase in cases
involving juveniles in con-
flict with the law and
crimes against senior citi-
zens. A total of 34,878 cas-
es were registered against
juveniles in 2024, an in-
crease of 11.2% over the
previous year, while
crimes against senior citi-
zens rose by 16.9% to
32,602 cases.

Separately, All India Ma-
hila Congress president Al-
ka Lamba accused the BJP
of using ‘Beti Bachao’ and
‘Nari Vandan’ merely as
political slogans while fail-

ing to ensure justice for
women.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Ms. Lamba cited
NCRB figures and said that
42,85,888 cases of crimes
against women were regis-
tered between 2014 and
2024 during the Modi go-
vernment’s tenure.

“These are not just sta-
tistics, but more than 42
lakh women and girls
struggling for justice,” she
said, alleging that annual
crimes against women rose
from 3.4 lakh in 2014 to
nearly 4.42 lakh in 2024.

Ms. Lamba said that BJP
governments were shield-
ing the accused instead of
punishing them, and re-
ferred to cases in Uttarak-
hand, Himachal Pradesh,
and Bihar to accuse the rul-
ing party of protecting in-
fluential leaders.

She demanded that
NCRB data on crimes
against women be dis-
cussed during the Mon-
soon Session of Parlia-
ment.

The Election Commission
on Friday published Index
Cards and Statistical Re-
ports for the recently con-
cluded Assembly elections
in four States and one Un-
ion Territory.

According to data made
available in the public do-
main through the EC web-
site and the ECINET app,
total votes polled in West
Bengal were 6,38,42,843,
of which 6,32,58,138 were
valid. In Assam, the corres-

ponding figures were
2,16,84,656 and
2,13,97,936.

The turnout of women
voters in West Bengal was
93.8%, slightly higher than
the 92.06% for men. In As-
sam, women’s turnout was
recorded at 86.53%, margi-
nally exceeding the 84.95%
of men.

Tamil Nadu polled
4,93,89,958 votes and
4,91,24,329 were valid,
while in Kerala,
2,16,30,208 votes were
polled and 2,14,71,988
were valid. Women voters
recorded a turnout of
86.2% in Tamil Nadu, high-
er than the 83.77% among
men.

In Kerala, women voter
participation stood at
81.17% as against 74.9%
among men.

The Union Territory of
Puducherry saw 8,66,932
votes being cast, of which
8,59,506 were valid.

NOTA option

The percentage of voters
opting for ‘None of the
Above’ (NOTA) was the
highest in Assam at 1.23%
and lowest in Tamil Nadu
at 0.4%.

This round of Assembly
elections also saw exten-
sive mobilisation of electo-
ral infrastructure. West
Bengal had the highest
number of polling stations
at 85,092, followed by Ta-
mil Nadu with 75,064 and
Assam with 31,490.

The Index Cards contain
data across multiple di-
mensions, such as candi-
dates, electors, votes
polled, votes counted, par-
ty-wise and candidate-wise
votes polled, etc.
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DRDO, IAF conduct maiden
trial of TARA glide weapon

The Defence Research and Development
Organisation and the Indian Air Force have
conducted the maiden flight-trial of the Tactical
Advanced Range Augmentation (TARA) weapon
system off the coast of Odisha on Thursday. TARA
is India’s first indigenous glide weapon system
capable of converting conventional unguided
warheads into precision-guided weapons for
accurately engaging ground-based targets.
According to the Ministry of Defence, the modular
range extension kit has been designed and
developed by Research Centre Imarat along with
other DRDO laboratories. It is aimed at improving
the range and lethality of low-cost aerial weapons.

SC takes cognisance of judge
sending advocate to custody

The Supreme Court on Friday took cognisance of
a representation made by the Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) about a video footage
showing an Andhra Pradesh High Court judge
sending a young advocate to a day’s judicial
custody for a procedural lapse. The court’s
official website showed the case tentatively listed
for hearing on May 15. The SCBA had urged Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant, in a resolution passed
on May 6, to look into the incident while
expressing shock at the judge’s reported
conduct. The Bar Council of India had also
sought an urgent intervention of the Chief Justice
in the same matter.

HC to pass order protecting
Tharoor’s personality rights

The Delhi High Court on Friday said it will pass
an interim order to protect personality rights of
Shashi Tharoor, after the Congress MP moved
court seeking removal of deepfake videos of him
circulating online falsely attributing statements to
him that he never made. The court also issued
notices to defendants in suit including social
media platforms such as X and Meta. Senior
advocate Amit Sibal, appearing for Mr. Tharoor,
submitted that there were three specific deepfake
videos in circulation and that recourse had
already been taken by notifying the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology, and the
Deputy Commissioner of Police, Delhi.

TCS case: AIMIM corporator
booked for hiding Nida Khan

Nida Khan, one of the accused in alleged sexual
exploitation and forcible conversion at the Tata
Consultancy Services office in Nashik, was sent to
police custody till May 11 by a Nashik court on
Friday. Ms. Khan was earlier arrested by the
Nashik police in a joint operation with the
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar Police. The police
have also booked an All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) corporator from Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar on the charge of harbouring Ms.
Khan while she absconded from the law. The
Nashik court allowed Ms. Khan to meet her
mother twice a day while in police custody, on
the grounds of her early pregnancy.
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MGNREGS scale, workdays
fell in 2025-26, finds study

Despite rise in registered households, employment generation has dropped, leading to an average

income loss of 1,221 for each household; 40% fewer households completed 100 days of work

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

he Mahatma Gand-
T hi National Rural

Employment Gua-
rantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) saw a sharp
contraction in its scale and
reach in 2025-26, accord-
ing to a report on the final
operational year of the
scheme introduced by the
Congress-led UPA regime.

The report points to a
paradoxical trend in which
the number of registered
households rose marginal-
ly, but fewer households
and workers found em-
ployment, total workdays
declined significantly, and
fewer families completed
the guaranteed 100 days of
work.

The report was released
by the NREGA Sangharsh
Morcha, a coalition of non-
profit bodies working with
MGNREGS workers, and
was prepared by LibTech
India, a consortium of aca-
demics and activists.

LibTech estimates that
the contraction resulted in
an average income loss of

The new rural employment scheme, Viksit Bharat - Guarantee for

e "y

Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission Act, is set to replace MGNREGS. PTI

1,221 for each MGNREGS
household during the fi-
nancial year.

Uncertain transition

The Viksit Bharat - Guaran-
tee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) Act,
2025, which was passed in
Parliament last December,
is expected to come into
force soon, replacing
MGNREGS. The Union go-
vernment has allocated on-
ly 330,000 crore for
MGNREGS for the transi-
tional period. This decline
is deeply worrying, the
NREGA Sangarsh Morcha
said, especially since the
new employment scheme
was brought in with no pu-

blic consultation. “The em-
ployment guarantee pro-
grammes play a critical
role in rural livelihood se-
curity and any major res-
tructuring of such pro-
grammes must involve
meaningful consultation,”
it said in a statement.

Fewer working days

The number of registered
households under the
scheme increased by 3.2%,
from 14.98 crore in 2024-
25 to 15.46 crore in 2025-
26. However, this did not
translate into greater em-
ployment. The report
notes that 44 lakh fewer
households and 67 lakh
fewer workers were em-

ployed compared to the
previous year, represent-
ing declines of 8.2% and
9.1% respectively.

The number of person-
days of work generated un-
der the programme fell
sharply by 21.5%, from
268.44 crore in 2024-25 to
210.73 crore in 2025-26. Av-
erage persondays per hou-
sehold dropped by 14.5%,
from 50.18 to 42.92. The
impact of this decline is
evident in the sharp fall in
the number of households
completing the full 100
days of guaranteed em-
ployment, which declined
by 40.5%, from 0.37 crore
to 0.22 crore.

The contraction was ge-
ographically widespread.
Fifteen out of 20 States re-
corded a fall in persondays
during the year. West Ben-
gal generated no person-
days in either 2024-25 or
2025-26 and was excluded
from the comparative ana-
lysis. Tamil Nadu recorded
the steepest decline at
42.8%, followed by Harya-
na at 41.7%. Only four
States registered an in-
crease in persondays.

“Two Indians
on ship hit

by hantavirus
asymptomatic’

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
has confirmed that the two
Indian nationals aboard
the cruise ship MV Hondi-
us, which has reported cas-
es of hantavirus infection,
are at present asympto-
matic and under observa-
tion in accordance with in-

ternational health
protocols.
The Ministry added that

it is maintaining close coor-
dination with the World
Health Organization and
other international partn-
ers. “Necessary public
health measures are also
being undertaken proac-
tively to safeguard the
health and wellbeing of In-
dian citizens,” it said in a
release on Friday.

A senior Health Ministry
official said eight probable
cases of hantavirus infec-
tion have been reported
aboard the vessel, of which
five cases have been con-
firmed. Three deaths have
been reported.
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Prosecution has failed to
establish conspiracy to kill
Sohrabuddin Sheikh: HC

Chinmay Gaikwad
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court,
which on Thursday upheld
the acquittal of 22 accused
persons in the 2005 case of
alleged fake encounter of
Gujarat gangster Sohra-
buddin Sheikh, has stated
that the prosecution had
failed to establish a case. A
copy of the court order
was made public on
Friday.

A Division Bench of the
Bombay High Court, com-
prising Chief Justice Shree
Chandrashekhar and Jus-
tice Gautam Ankhad, dis-
missed appeals filed by
Sohrabuddin Sheikh’s
brothers, Rubabuddin
Sheikh and Nayamuddin
Sheikh. The appeals chal-
lenged a December 21,
2018 trial court order that
acquitted 22 police person-
nel from Gujarat and
Rajasthan.

The case pertains to the
alleged extrajudicial killing
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of Sohrabuddin Sheikh in
November 2005, the disap-
pearance of his wife, Kau-
sar Bi, and the subsequent
death of Tulsiram Prajapati
in December 2006. Ac-
cording to the prosecution,
the three were abducted
from a luxury bus near Za-
hirabad and later killed in
staged encounters as part
of a criminal conspiracy al-
legedly involving police of-
ficers and politicians.

The Bench noted that
the prosecution examined
210 witnesses, of whom 92
turned hostile. “There is
no ground to draw an infe-
rence that the trial was not

SUDOKU

conducted properly be-
cause 92 prosecution wit-
nesses turned hostile,” the
court said. It added that
these witnesses, when
cross-examined by the pro-
secution, denied having
made any statement to the
police in support of the
prosecution case.

The court said that not a
single witness identified
the accused in the dock as
the persons who had ab-
ducted Sohrabuddin
Sheikh, Kausar Bi and Tul-
siram Prajapati.

The Bench held that the
prosecution failed to esta-
blish the offence of crimi-
nal conspiracy. “The es-
sence of the offence of
conspiracy is the fact of
combination by agree-
ment. There must be some
evidence regarding physi-
cal manifestation of the
agreement. Mere transmis-
sion of thought or sharing
of a desire to commit an
unlawful act is not suffi-
cient,” the court said.
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ANITI Aayog report reveals that India faces challenges in retaining

students at the secondary level. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

NITI Aayog flags low
student retention,
learning outcomes

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

A decadal analysis of In-
dia’s school education sys-
tem by NITI Aayog reveals
that while India has
achieved a near-universal
access to school at the
primary level, it faces chal-
lenges in retaining students
at the secondary level.
There is also a persistent
crisis in achieving learning
outcomes.

The report, titled
“School education system
in India — temporal analy-
sis and policy roadmap for
quality  Enhancement”,
highlights the “pyramid”
problem.

The education system
currently resembles a
sharp pyramid, housing
14.71 lakh schools and
24.69 crore students.

High rate

While the country boasts
7.3 lakh primary schools,
that number plummets to
1.64 lakh at the higher se-
condary level.

Four out of every 10 chil-
dren who enter the system
drop out before completing
higher secondary
education.

“This structural frag-
mentation means only
5.4% of schools offer a con-
tinuous journey from
Grade 1 to 12. For the vast
majority of students, mov-
ing up through the grades
requires changing institu-
tions multiple times — a
hurdle that contributes to a
steep attrition rate,” the re-
port said. “This fragmenta-
tion without any esta-
blished linkage between
schools for transitioning re-
quires students to shift
schools at key stages, de-
pending on local availabili-
ty, which further contri-
butes to declining
retention rates and limits
the likelihood of progres-
sion to higher stages of
education.”

To add to this, close to
7,993 schools across the
country reported zero stu-
dent enrolment, with the
highest numbers seen in
West Bengal (3,812) and Te-

FAITH

langana (2,245). “While
these schools appear oper-
ational in administrative re-
cords, they no longer serve
any student population.
These schools, despite zero
enrolment, continue to re-
ceive financial and human
resources due to the lack of
updating of records, show-
ing the difference between
on-ground reality and plan-
ning,” the report said.

Composite schools

The report recommends
“cylindrical” schooling to
fix the “leaky pipeline” of
student dropouts, which
involves creating compo-
site schools that cover
Grades 1-12 under one roof.
The report points to the
fact that the Right to Edu-
cation Act ends at age 14,
leaving families to bear the
costs of tuition, books, and
transport for older
children.

The report highlights
that according to UDISE+
2024-25, 1.19 lakh schools
lack access to functional
electricity.

Access to water and hy-
giene facilities is also incon-
sistent. The share of
schools with drinking wa-
ter facilities has increased
from 96.5% in 2014 to 99%
in 2025, but 14,505 schools
still lack functional water
sources, and nearly 59,829
lack hand-washing facili-
ties, compromising student
health and hygiene.

The report pointed out
that in October 2025, the
Education Ministry an-
nounced that Al and Com-
putational Thinking will be
introduced from Grade 3.
However, the report warns
that without ethical frame-
works and better teacher
training, an over-reliance
on Al could “diminish inde-
pendent thinking” in youn-
ger learners.

Despite high enrolment,
reading proficiency in
Grade 8 has dropped. In
2014, 74.7% of Grade 8 stu-
dents could read a Grade 2
text; by 2024, that figure
fell to 71.1%. In mathemat-
ics, only 45.8% of Grade 8
students can solve a basic
division problem.

Hanuman’s eloquence

Kamban conferred the title of sollin selvan (Master of
words) upon Hanuman in his Ramayanam. Hanuman’s
eloquence is like a rare jewel. Valmiki’s work also pays tri-
bute to Hanuman’s way with words.

There are two occasions when Hanuman lives up to his
title, said Damal S. Ramakrishnan. When Sugriva des-
patches Hanuman as his emissary to Rama and Lakshma-
na who have arrived near the Rushyamukha mountain in
their search for Sita, Hanuman takes the form of a mendi-
cant and addresses them. “How is it that you, with your
brilliant complexion like that of royal sages or gods, are
appearing like ascetics? How did you, who deserve to rule
a kingdom, come to this place?” Impressed with Hanu-
man’s speech and astuteness in sizing them up, Rama tells
Lakshmana that only a man who has undergone the disci-
pline needed to learn the Rig Veda, the memory power to
master the Yajur Veda, and proficiency in proper recita-
tion of the Sama Veda could speak that eloquently.

The other occasion when Hanuman’s eloquence came
to the fore is when Sita was being held captive in Ashok Va-
nam by Ravana. He gently introduces himself by reciting
events from Ayodhya in a manner that convinces her that
he is there to help. Hanuman offers to rescue her by carry-
ing her on his shoulders, saying he had already carried Ra-
ma, who is like a father figure to him, on his shoulders. He
says he was offering the same service to Sita, who is like a
mother to him. However, Sita turns down the offer reason-
ing that if she were to do so, everyone would hail Sita as a
great fighter, diminishing Rama’s valour. As a talented
speaker himself, Hanuman is impressed by her words.
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Hyundai Motor India Q4 PAT

falls 22%, to pay X21 dividend

Hyundai Motore India Ltd. (HMIL) reported
fourth quarter consolidated profit after tax slid
22% to 1,256 crore. Revenue rose 5.4% to 318,916
crore. For FY26, PAT fell 4% to ¥5,432 crore.
Revenue for FY26 grew 2.3% to 370,763 crore.
The board recommended a dividend of 21 per
share. To support growth, HMIL announced the
expansion of Pune facility by another 70,000
units post Phase-II expansion, taking the overall
capacity to 1.14 million units by 2030.

Titan Company Q4 net profit
rises 35% to 1,179 crore in Q4

Titan Company posted a Q4 net profit of T1,179
crore, a 35% rise over ¥871 crore a year-earlier.
Consolidated revenue climbed 46% to 320,300
crore. Total income for FY26 stood 376,078 crore,
a 33% growth. Ajoy Chawla, MD, said, FY26 had
been a landmark year for Titan; it took 40 years
for the company to cross the ¥50,000 crore
annual revenue milestone in FY25, while the next
almost 325,000 crore had been ‘remarkably’
achieved in a single year of FY26.

Bank of Baroda Q4 PAT up
11%, set to pay 8.5 dividend

Bank of Baroda, the second largest public sector
bank, reported a 11% year-on-year growth in
profit after tax (PAT) to %5, 616 crore. PAT for
FY26 at ¥20,021 crore grew 2.2%. The board has
recommended a dividend of 38.5/equity share for
FY26. Q4 net interest income expanded by 8.7%
to T12,494 crore. Gross NPA Ratio improved to
1.89% in Q4 from 2.26% a year ago. The Net NPA
Ratio reduced by 13 bps to 0.45% in Q4FY26.

OMCs losing ¥30,000 crore a
month on petrol, diesel, LPG

Sujata Sharma, Joint Secretary, Union Petroleum Ministry, added that Oil Marketing Companies

were making these losses despite the government reducing the export duty on petrol and diesel

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ndia’s oil-marketing
l companies (OMCs) are
losing about 30,000
crore a month on the sale
of petrol, diesel and LPG as
they hold steady retail fuel
prices amid rising prices of
crude oil, said Sujata Shar-
ma, Joint-Secretary at the
Union Petroleum Ministry.
Ms. Sharma told repor-
ters the OMCs were incur-
ring the losses despite the
government having re-
duced excise duties on pe-
trol and diesel earlier.
“Our OMCs are buying
crude oil at higher rates
but are not selling at cor-
responding rates to protect
our consumers, this im-
pacts their finances,” she
stated, “To alleviate this
pressure [on OMCs], the
government reduced the
excise duties on retail fuel
and forewent revenue of

Sujata Sharma

%14,000 crore in a month.
Notwithstanding the same,
OMCs are incurring under-
recoveries on petrol, diesel
and LPG.”

West Asia tensions

Escalating tensions in West
Asia, which have now ex-
tended for more than 60
days, have marred ship-
ping across the Strait of
Hormuz, which accounts
for a fifth of the global

energy trade. This has re-
sulted in prices of crude oil
prices spiralling upwards.

At the time of writing,
benchmark Brent Crude
futures (for July 2026) were
trading 0.7% higher over
their previous close at
$100.75 for every barrel.

As per provisional data
from the Petroleum Plan-
ning and Analysis Cell
(PPAC), consumption of
petrol rose about 6.36% in
April year-on-year whilst
that of diesel rose 0.25%.

Since the onset of the
tensions, LPG use slid
15.7% in March from Febru-
ary and 7% in April.

This was due to the go-
vernment seeking to regu-
late allocation of commeri-
cial LPG to commercial
establishments.

On March 27, the go-
vernment increased the al-
location of the bottled LPG
to commercial and indus-
trial establishment to up to

70% of pre-crisis levels.
Indicative of rising price
pressures, the price of
commercial LPG cylinder
was hiked by ¥993 per cy-
linder and that of 5-kg free
trade LPG by 261 per cy-
linder on May 2, the latter
being imperative for mi-
grant populations in urban
and semi-urban areas. This
was the second such hike.
The first of these hikes was
effected on April 1.

13 vessels in Hormuz
Speaking to reporters at
the same briefing, Opesh
Kumar Sharma, Director at
the Ministry of Ports, Ship-
ping & Waterways, in-
formed there were 13 In-
dia-flagged vessels in the
Strait of Hormuz.

This included one LPG
tanker, five crude oil tank-
ers, one chemical products
tanker, three container
ships, two bulk carriers
and one dredger.

SBI FY26 net rises
13% t0 X80,032 cr.

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

State Bank of India (SBI),
the country’s biggest len-
der, reported Q4 standa-
lone profit after tax rose
6% year-on-year to 319,684
crore. For FY26, the lender
reported 13% YoY growth
in PAT to 80,032 crore.

The board declared a di-
vidend of <317.35/equity
share. Soon after the an-
nouncement of the results,
SBI shares came under sell-
ing pressure and closed
with a loss of 6.62% at
%1,019.55 on the BSE.

For Q4, Net Interest In-
come (NII) grew 4.13% to
¥44,380 crore and for FY26
4.08% to 173,120 crore.

Net Interest Margin
(NIM) for the quarter fell 21
basis points to 2.93%. For
FY26 NIM slid 18 basis
points to 3.03%. For the
quarter, SBI reported a
2.4% drop in total income
to %140,412 crore. For FY26
total income grew 5% to
%551,648 crore.

The bank made lower
provisions of 33,140 crore

Chairman C. Sreenivasulu Setty

towards Non Performing
Assets (NPA) for the quar-
ter versus 33,964 crore a
year earlier. For FY26, pro-
visions grew to 15,422
crore from 14,418 crore in
the previous year.

For the year ended
March 31, gross NPA was
lower at 373,452 crore from
376,880 crore a year ago.

Net NPA stood at 18,830
crore versus with 19,667
crore a year ago.

The bank saw a deposit
growth of 11.03%. Consoli-
dated net profit for the
fourth quarter grew by a
marginal 1% to 320,161
crore. For FY26, it grew 8%
to X85,168 crore.

Rubber firms raise prices on war

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

Rubber industries raised
product prices by 7% as
costs spiralled on U.S.-Is-
rael-Iran war.

All India Rubber Indus-
tries Association president
Anay Gupta said with pro-
duction cost rising by 15%
in the last three months,

the industries raised prices
from May 1. If input prices
do not stabilise in two
months, they would mull a
hike in second quarter.
Prices of natural rubber
had climbed 40% and that
of synthetic rubber 70%.
Firms making products for
various sectors, including
auto and tyres use a blend
of synthetic and natural

Strait of Hormuz: why US.
Project Freedom couldn’t
secure free navigation

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

The U.S. announced Pro-
ject Freedom on May 4 to
end the Iranian blockade
of the Strait of Hormuz. It
was suspended the next
day even as merchant
ships and U.S. Navy craft
came under attack.

Though U.S. President
Donald Trump cited pro-
gress in talks with Iran as
the reason for calling off
the initiative, Iran showed
it could escalate the situa-
tion if the U.S. persisted in
its attempt to deny Iran
stake in the Strait of Hor-
muz and establish domi-
nance in the Persian Gulf.

This was a far cry from
40 years ago when the U.S.
was able to intervene in the
Tanker Wars and ensure a
relatively smoother flow of
ships in the region.

Listing a range of ad-
vanced systems, including
underwater drones and
warships, the U.S. said
multiple advanced military
capabilities were being
‘harnessed” in Project
Freedom to reopen safe
navigation via the strait.

As the initiative got un-
derway, the U.S. claimed
two U.S.-flagged merchant
ships crossed the strait
freely, apparently not via
the routes Iran indicated,
as a demonstration meant
to encourage confidence.

Iran had earlier indicat-
ed only the area close to its
coast was free of mines and
marked a danger zone run-
ning almost the entire
breadth of the strait to-
wards Oman.

Temporarily suspended
In a day, however, Mr.
Trump declared Project
Freedom was temporarily
suspended. There were in-
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Some experts say drones have
changed the equation as they
could damage ships.

dications shipowners were
not convinced to make the
transit. The same day the
project was announced,
Hapag-Lloyd, one of the
biggest container shipping
firms in the world, said its
risk assessment was un-
changed and the strait was
closed for transits until
further notice.

Industry cautious

The industry sought more
details since the U.S. indi-
cated it was not going to es-
cort ships individually, un-
like 40 years ago when it
largely succeeded in beat-
ing back Iranian initiatives
to take control of the strait.
Operation Earnest Will in-
volved minesweepers, pa-
trol boats and U.S. war-
ships escorting merchant
ship convoys with anti-mis-
sile batteries to counter
Iranian attacks.

At the time, Iran had re-
cently acquired Silkworm
missiles that could be
mounted on trucks and
fired from land at mer-
chant ships. It also had
speedboats with machine
guns and mines. Iran

sought to attack Kuwaiti
and Saudi ships as the two
countries were supporting
Iraq, its adversary.

During Operation Ear-
nest Will, the U.S. Navy es-

corted almost 130 fleets
consisting of more than
250 ships in a 14-month pe-
riod ending in September
1988. Though the Tanker
Wars drove up insurance
costs and reduced traffic,
transits continued amid a
few attacks and the strait
remained open.

After the U.S. launched
a major operation against
Iran’s Naval capabilities,
Iran backed off and the
Tanker Wars ceased.

Now, however, some ex-
perts say drones have
changed the equation. A
few low-cost weapons
could inflict visible damage
on merchant ships and
even one hit from a swarm
of drones could have a dis-
proportionate impact, in-
cluding on insurance costs
that influence global ship
movements.

‘Ahead of the game’
“The U.S. is ahead of the
game as far as countering
Iranian surprises is con-
cerned, especially if it is
able to deploy capabilities
continuously,” said Com-
modore (retd.) R. Seshadri
Vasan, a defence expert.

But that commitment
was not visible to the ship-
ping industry since key op-
erational details were mis-
sing. Meanwhile, at least
two merchant ships, in-
cluding a UAE tanker, were
attacked and damaged.
Two U.S. Navy destroyers
were hit too, in a sign of
Iranian firepower. “While a
few ships made it out safely
while Project Freedom was
in place, it was clear tran-
sits without coordination
with Iran entailed signifi-
cant risk,” said Jakob Lar-
sen, chief safety and secur-
ity officer, Bimco, a global
industry body represent-
ing shipowners.

‘Internal
mismatch a
reason behind
GST notices’

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Most of the notices served
by tax authorities to enter-
prises for conflicts in
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) payment were due to
internal system mismatch-
es rather than the complex
rate structure, according
to a report by Clear Tax.
“[As much as] 80% of
enterprises in our study re-
ceived at least one notice
in FY 2025 that was caused
by a mismatch between
their own GSTR-1 and 3B
filing. Not by any external
factor,” Clear Tax said in a
report. GSTR-1 is the sales
report and GSTR 3B are the
tax payment documents.
The two are based on diffe-
rent databases but are not

rubber. The industry is fac-
ing an almost 15% shortage
of synthetic rubber availa-
bility due to the war and
MSME output has slid 15%.
The Association ap-
pealed to the government
to permit duty free import
of natural rubber for six
months as the import duty
was now 25% or 330 a kg,
whichever was higher.

Call for long-term cotton policies

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

The long-term policies of
the government should ad-
dress the fundamental
constraints faced by the
cotton sector to improve
productivity. It should en-
sure economic viability of
the crop for the growers
and also take into account

the interests of the entire
value chain, said a study ta-
ken up by the Confedera-
tion of Indian Textile In-
dustry with Gherzi Textile
Organization and the Inter-
national Cotton Advisory
Committee, as knowledge
partners.

The 11% import duty im-
posed in 2021-22 was to ad-
dress the temporary sur-

plus of cotton due to the
fall in mill use forced by
the COVID pandemic. The
Cotton Corporation of In-
dia (CCI) stepped in to pro-
cure large volume of cot-
ton. However, the years
after saw a rise in mill use,
necessitating imports. The
demand/supply imbalance
is likely to widen in the
near future.

EQE KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED - TENDER NOTICE
ffice of the Chie inee ercial &Tariff), Vydyuthi Bhavana

ngine nam

Thiruvananthapuram
Inviting Short term tender for the procurement of power during peak hours of
15" June 2026 to 31 December 2026 through e-bidding portal (DEEP) only
DEEP portal reference no - KSEBL/Short/26-27/ET/19 dtd 07.05.2026.

Last Date for submission of queries - 12.05.2026. Submission of RfP (online
digitally signed non financial technical Bid and IPOs) - 19.05.2026, 02.00 pm
For more details visit www.kseb.in Ref : PR/MC1/F385/2026

o yidtaon s, ardsfas Fufor fesm, i ga, shegy
FHE: 264-280 febe: 05.05.2026
faferer gerr T : 01 74 2026-27
NIB No.: PWD2627A0323

T % TSN TR F A 8 wEs faafn = i swgs aei
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i S AR T et e e v T fa e gef # e
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i i A BEAEE 1158 2026, 9:30 AR
TH AgETE FTH F1 Wi 0177 2026, A 03:00 FH 7%

it A Trafam e dEEE hop:/ /diprorajasthangovin 3 http://
sppp.rajasthangov.in & hitp:/feprocrajasthangovin W 3@ = T &1
wwge faféry W herp://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in T SR Ty F SR
TegF HEeE W A fafaee wERR % Aneim A §9EZ W bttp:/ feproc.
rajasthan gov.in mmrtmmtlmmﬁm i FeeEn )
1- PWD2627WLOB01446, 2- PWD2627WLOB(1447
3- PWD2627WLOB01448, 4- PWD2627WLOB01449
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DIPR/C/8011/2026

V.0. CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY
CIVIL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
TUTICORIN - 628 004.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

il
I

V.

SAGARMALA

E BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly Owned by Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
CIN - U04010KA2002SGC030438

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through KPP Portal)

No: BESCOM/CGM(Proj)/DGM-1/AGM-1/BC-14/26-27/CYS-44
BESCOM Invites a tender for the work of “Replacement of
existing LT Overhead lines into LT AB cable in various
hazardous locations, schools & temple premises, theft
prone area, in the aspect of safety and improving quality of
power supply in City Sub-division 1 & 2 of Davanagere
Division, Davanagere circle” on Total Turnkey basis under
Percentage Quoting basis.

(1) Tender Enquiry No : BESCOM/2026-27/EL/WORK_
INDENT1082 (2) Availability of Bid documents : 11.05.2026
onwards. (3) Last date for submission of bid Queries :
20.05.2026 before 17:00 Hrs. (4) Pre-Bid meeting :
21.05.2026 @ 11:00 Hrs. (5) Venue of Pre-Bid meeting : O/o
Chief General Manager (Ele), 4th Floor, Project Section, B
Block, Corporate office, BESCOM, K. R Circle, Bangalore-
560 001. (6) Last date & Time for bid submission :
11.06.2026 @ 15:00 Hrs. (7) Opening of Technical Bids :
12.06.2026 @ 15:30 Hrs.

The bid documents can be downloaded and necessary
assistance can be obtained through the e-procurement
portal from the website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
E-procurement Help Desk: Phone No: +91-8046010000
+91-8068948777 E-mail: support@eprochelpdesk.com
Aspiring bidders needs to be registered on e-procurement
portal. Bidders can take the assistance from the
e-procurement during office working hours.

BESCOM

QR LMY =T RR PN Chief General Manager (Ele),
Download BESCOM Mithra Mohile APP Projects, BESCOM.

connecting with each oth- Estimated Cost of .
. . Online
er creating a mismatch and costPutto | EarnestMoney |
. . . . . . ender
triggering a notice, it said. # Name of the work tender value | Deposit (EMD) openin
(Amountin | (Amountin | °PEMN9 EI-D-PA001/49/2023-PA
INR) INR) date .
: : ERNET India
. Supplying of Mechanical Excavatpr (An Autonomous Scientific Society under Ministry of
Banl( Of Indla gccz) atzrrosr: H'E:gas'Ls‘):o(ieCrl,eam; Electronics & Information Technology, Govt. of India), Block-1,
XCave Ire I | . . .
Q4 PAT rises 1|Juliflora Trees, Other Bushes,| 3182272/~ | 63645 |21.05.2026 A -Wing, 5" Floor, DMRC IT Park, Shastri Park, Delhi-110 053
Leveling Undulafted area in thi ERNET India intends to fill up the following posts on Regular
h) N Harbour Estate for the Period o ; ils qi low:-
15/), leldend oneyear inVOCPA basis as per details given below:
— — S. Name of post No of post | Pay Matrix Level as
at f4.65 /Share Modlﬁcatlon .of agﬁ EXIStI.nr? shled No (Reservation per 7th CPC
 |Into BTTS union office with toilet| g o0 0y, | 19960/ | 22.05.2026 Status)
and septic tank at Zone-B in VOC -
. Port 1 Senior Manager 01(OBC) Level-13
The Hindu Bureau (Group A) (Rs.123100-215900)
MUMBAI Annual - maintenance - work  for 2 | Junior Scientific 01(UR) Level-10
. 3 Ee.sl':.e"t'a' and Non-Residential| oo o0 000/ | 130,000~ |29.05.206 Officer (Group A) (Rs.67700-208700)
Bank of India for the fourth uildings at Zone-B (Unit rate 3 | Technical Assistant | 01 (OBC) Level-6
quarter ended March 31, basis) for a period of Two years (Group B) (Rs.35,400-1,12,400)
2026 reported 15% growth Strengthening of World Trade 4 | Assistant (Group B) | 01 (OBC) Level-6
in Profit After Tax (PAT) at 4 Avenug Roa.dswnh.r|g|d pavemgnt 57536905/~ | 11,51,000- |01.06.2026 . (Rs.35,400-1,12,400)
73,016 crore. For FY26 the including side drain and Parking 5 | Personal Assistant 01 (UR) Level-6
bank reported 14% growth Yard in VOC Port (Group B) (Rs.35,400-1,12,400)
in PAT at % 10,527 crore. ) Resurfacing of Internal Roads 2. Application must reach the undersigned within 30 days from
The board declared a di- 5 |around CISF Quarters including | 1,92,74,636/- |  3,86,000/- | 01.06.2026 date of publication of this advertisement in the Employment
vidend of ¥4.65 per share. Port Hospital at VOC Port Authority news

Global deposits rose
13.56% crossing %9.27 lakh
crore. Global advances
grew 15.82% and crossed
%7.71 1akh crore. Gross NPA
ratio at 1.98% grew 129 bps.
Net NPA ratio at 0.56% in-
creased by 26 bps YoY.

Note:
For eligible tenderers, downloading of bid documents from the NIC e-tendering website:

i)  https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app
i)  https://www.vocport.gov.in
Sd/-
CHIEF ENGINEER
VOCPA

3. Candidates desirous of applying for the above post may
refer website “https://ernet.in” for complete details regarding
eligibility criteria, application form and other details.
4. Any modification /amendment etc. shall be uploaded on
ERNET website.
Registrar & Director (P&A)
ERNET India
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Trump announces prisoner swap,

TAIPEI

Taiwan’s Parliament approves

Ukraine-Russia ceasefire for 3 days

$25-billion defence spending Bill

SEOUL

North Korea to deploy new

artillery guns targeting Seoul

REUTERS

REUTERS

PESHAWAR

Six killed, 13 injured as mortar shell

hits civilian area in northwest Pak.

U.S. President Donald Trump announced a three-day ceasefire
between Ukraine and Russia starting on Saturday, saying he hoped
it could lead to a long-term deal to end Moscow’s war. The truce
would also include a mutual swap of 1,000 prisoners each, said Mr.
Trump, who has struggled to end the four-year conflict. AFp

Taiwan’s Parliament approved a $25-billion defence spending Bill
on Friday that Opposition lawmakers say will be used for U.S.
weapons, after months of political wrangling. Taiwanese lawmakers
have been at loggerheads over how much to spend on improving
defence capabilities against a potential attack by China. ArFp

North Korea said on Friday it will deploy new long-range artillery
systems this year that are capable of striking South Korea’s capital
region and will commission its first naval destroyer in coming
weeks. KCNA cited Kim Jong-un as saying the striking range of this
large-calibre rifled gun is over 60 km. AP

At least six persons were killed and 13 others injured when a mortar
shell exploded in a civilian area in Pakistan’s northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, police said. The incident took place in the
Durrani Banda area of Hangu district when police were engaged in
an operation against the militants. pTi

U.S,, Iran trade fire,
threatening truce;
UAE reports ‘attacks’

USS Rafael Peralta enforcing a maritime blockade against the
Iran-flagged crude oil tanker vessel Stream. ArFP

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump said the ceasefire
with Iran was still in place
despite an Iranian attack
on three American des-
troyers in the Strait of Hor-
muz that fanned fears on
Friday that the truce was
faltering.

The U.S. military said it
carried out strikes on Ira-
nian military targets in res-
ponse, although Tehran
charged that it was Wash-
ington that had initiated
the exchange of fire.

The latest violence
threatens to unravel a fra-
gile truce in effect since
April 8 that brought an end
to weeks of U.S.-Israeli at-
tacks on the Islamic repu-
blic, which has retaliated
with strikes across the
West Asia and by blocking
the strait, a vital route for
oil and gas shipments.

The United Arab Emi-
rates said that its air de-
fences were “engaging mis-
sile and drone attacks
originating from Iran”.

Asked in Washington on
Thursday if the Iran cease-

fire was still on, Mr. Trump
said: “Yeah, it is. They tri-
fled with us today. We blew
them away. They trifled. I
call that a trifle.”

‘Eliminated threats’

U.S. Central Command
(CENTCOM) said in a post
on X that Iranian forces
launched “multiple mis-
siles, drones and small
boats” at the three U.S.
warships, but none were
hit, and that it “eliminated
inbound threats and tar-
geted Iranian military facil-
ities responsible”.

“CENTCOM does not
seek escalation but re-
mains positioned and rea-
dy to protect American
forces,” it said.

For its part, Iran’s cen-
tral military command ac-
cused the United States of
violating the ceasefire by
attacking an oil tanker and
another ship, saying Teh-
ran’s forces “immediately
and in retaliation attacked
American military
vessels”.

Mr. Trump this week
fuelled hopes of a deal, say-
ing an agreement could be
near.

The ‘bridge of defiance’ that was struck

The Bl Bridge in Karaj, the tallest bridge in the Persian Gulf region, was hit during the American and Israeli military strikes on the night of April 2;

in Iran, however, the bridge has quickly become something larger than a construction project; it is now being presented as a symbol of resistance

DISPATCH FROM IRAN

Saurabh Shukla
Saurabh Shahi
KARA]J

tanding over the dry
s bed of the Karaj Riv-

er, all that remains
are twisted steel beams,
shattered concrete slabs,
dust, and silence. What lies
here is not the aftermath of
an accident. Iranian offi-
cials and witnesses de-
scribe it as a deliberate and
calculated strike — one
they say was designed not
just to destroy infrastruc-
ture, but to break Iran’s in-
dustrial and social
backbone.

On the night of April 2,
2026, the Bl Bridge in Karaj
— the tallest bridge in the
Persian Gulf region — was
hit during American and
Israeli military strikes, ac-
cording to Iranian authori-
ties. The attack destroyed a
key section of the bridge
and turned what was once
considered a symbol of Ira-
nian engineering into a
field of rubble.

In Iran, however, the
bridge has quickly become
something larger than a
construction project. It is
now being presented as a
symbol of national resis-
tance and self-reliance.

The Bl Bridge, also
known as Bilgan 1, con-
nected the Bilgan region of
Karaj with Tehran and
formed part of one of
Iran’s most important tran-
sport corridors. Karaj, lo-
cated west of Tehran, func-
tions as Iran’s largest
industrial suburb. Nearly

200,000 vehicles travel
daily between Karaj and
Tehran, and the bridge had
been designed to divert al-
most one-third of the traf-
fic from heavily congested
older routes.

Its strategic importance
extended far beyond ur-
ban traffic management.

The corridor links Teh-
ran to Qazvin, Tabriz, the
Caspian region, and on-
ward trade routes connect-
ing Iran with Russia and
Central Asia.

Project Engineer of this
bridge has also empha-
sised another aspect of the
bridge — that it was built al-
most entirely with domes-
tic technology and mate-
rials. The bridge had not
yet been formally inaugu-
rated, though traffic had al-
ready started moving
across it.

Broader strategy
According to local ac-
counts, civilians had gath-
ered near the Karaj ri-
verbed on the evening of
April 2 when the strikes be-
gan. The first missile hit
the central span of the
bridge, causing a section to
collapse and vehicles to fall
into the dry riverbed
below.

Emergency responders
rushed to the scene soon
afterward.

Witnesses and Iranian
officials state that addition-
al strikes followed after res-
cue teams arrived. The se-
quence of attacks has been
described by Iranian com-
mentators as a “triple-tap
strike”, a military tactic in
which an initial strike is fol-
lowed by subsequent at-

i

i
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Symbol of resistance: The B1 bridge, after it was destroyed by a strike in Karaj, nearly 35 km southwest

of Tehran, on April 3. Donald Trump had previously threatened to bomb Iran ‘back to the Stone Ages’. Arp

tacks targeting rescuers
and emergency personnel
arriving at the scene.

Iranian authorities have
described the attack as a
violation of international
humanitarian law, arguing
that the bridge was civilian
infrastructure rather than
a military target.

Beyond the destruction
itself, Iranian analysts be-
lieve the strikes reflected a
broader geopolitical strate-
gy aimed at destabilising
Iran internally. The B1 cor-
ridor connects Tehran
with northern and north-
western regions that have
large Azeri populations.
Karaj itself has a substan-
tial Azeri community,
while cities further north-
west such as Tabriz are
overwhelmingly Azeri.

Iranian political com-
mentators argue that the
destruction of the bridge
was intended to isolate
Tehran from those regions

and create internal pres-
sure or instability along
ethnic lines — a strategy
they claim resembles ap-
proaches previously seen
in Syria and Lebanon.

However, Iranian offi-
cials insist that such as-
sumptions misread the
structure of Iranian socie-
ty. Azeris are deeply inte-
grated into Iran’s political,
military, and economic in-
stitutions and constitute
one of the country’s most
influential communities.

The attacks also intensi-
fied debate within Iran ov-
er technological indepen-
dence and industrial
self-sufficiency.

In recent years, Tehran
has invested heavily in
domestic engineering and
manufacturing capabilities
as sanctions limited access
to foreign suppliers and in-
ternational cooperation.
Iranian officials point to
projects such as the BI

Bridge as examples of the
country’s ability to sustain
major infrastructure deve-
lopment independently.

Alongside the bridge
strike, Iranian media re-
ports indicate that steel
plants, cement facilities,
and scientific institutions
were also targeted during
the broader military cam-
paign.

Particular attention has
focused on Sharif Universi-
ty of Technology in Teh-
ran, widely regarded as
one of West Asia’s leading
engineering universities.

Despite sanctions, Iran
continues to produce a
large number of engineer-
ing graduates annually,
and officials frequently
portray technical educa-
tion as central to the coun-
try’s economic resilience.

Following the bridge
strike, Iran carried out
what officials described as
a symbolic retaliatory op-

eration near the King Fahd
Causeway connecting Sau-
di Arabia and Bahrain. Ira-
nian state-linked media
framed the move as a
warning that critical infras-
tructure throughout the

Gulf region remains
vulnerable.
Political moment

Inside Iran, the public res-
ponse to the attack became
a major political and sym-
bolic moment.

After statements attri-
buted to U.S. President Do-
nald Trump warning of
further destruction of Ira-
nian infrastructure,
crowds gathered near
bridges and public struc-
tures across several cities.
In Karaj, thousands report-
edly assembled near the
damaged Bl Bridge.

The gatherings were
widely portrayed in Ira-
nian media as demonstra-
tions of civilian resolve and
national unity.

Reconstruction efforts
began almost immediately
after the strikes. Engineer-
ing crews and heavy ma-
chinery reportedly arrived
at the site within hours,
and officials now say the
bridge could be rebuilt
within six weeks.

At the site today, cranes
move continuously above
shattered concrete while
workers weld new steel
structures into place. Ira-
nian authorities say the re-
built bridge will rely once
again on domestic mate-
rials, local industry, and
Iranian engineers.
(Saurabh Shukla and Sau-
rabh Shahi are senior edi-
tors with The Red Mike)

Starmer says he won't step
down after Labour’s losses

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Friday was not a good day
for British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer and his La-
bour party, as results for
136 councils to elect 5,000
councillors in England and
Assembly elections in
Wales and Scotland started
coming in. A defiant Mr.
Starmer pushed back
against calls from within
his party, for him to step
down.

“I'm not going to walk
away and plunge the coun-
try into chaos,” Mr. Starm-
er said in London on Fri-
day morning, as he
acknowledged the results
were “really tough”.

Labour had lost 536
councillors by 4 p.m. local
time. The Conservatives
had lost 312. It was a very
different picture for nati-
vist Reform UK party,
which had gained 726
councillors as of 4 p.m. lo-
cal time. The Greens and
Liberal Democrats also
made gains of 112 and 41
councillors, respectively.

CM
K

Keir Starmer

Reform won seats from
Labour in the latter’s bas-
tions such as he Midlands.
It also won its first London
Borough of Havering.

While the results are far
from complete, the picture
was not looking good for
Labour in the elections for
the Welsh assembly or Se-
nedd where Labour had
won three (-11) in the newly
expanded legislature with
96 seats. The nationalist
left of centre Plaid Cymru
had won 13 seats (+5) and
Reform 11 (+11).

Labour had been pro-
jected to come in third in
the Welsh and Scotland le-
gislative elections, behind
Reform UK . Plaid and the

Scottish National Party
(SNP) were projected to
win in Wales and Scotland,
respectively.

In Scotland the SNP had
won 36 of 129 seats as of
this writing, with Labour
and the Conservatives at 2
seats each.

If the final results are in
line with the projections, it
would spell particularly
bad news for Labour,
which has held the Senedd
since it was constituted in
1999 and been winning a
majority of U.K. parliamen-
tary seats from Wales for
more than a century.

Mr. Starmer had already
been under the scanner for
his handling of the ap-
pointment of former Brit-
ish envoy to Washington,
Peter Mandelson, who had
links with Jeffrey Epstein,
the paedophile and finan-
cier.

Polling suggests that the
party has lost more voters
to the left than to the right,
according to Tim Bale, a
political scientist at Queen
Mary University of
London.

ﬁ TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED

(A Government of Andhra Pradesh Undertaking & An IS0 27001-2022 Certified Company)
e- Procurement TENDER NOTICE

R.0. No.- GMCC/APTRANSC0/30/26-27

The APTRANSCO invites bids online for Spec No.PMM31-e-28/2026. Nature of Work:
Supply of 52 Nos 132/33kV PTR C&R Panels, 67 Nos 132kV Feeder C&R Panels (Distance
Protection), 15 Nos 132kV Feeder C&R Panels (Line Differential Protection) and spare relays
under RMI, System Improvement & 0&M works of APTRANSCO. Date & Time of availability
of Tenders: 08.05.2026 at 05:00 PM. Web: https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer/Transmission

=

e RAYALASEEMA UNIVERSITY : KURNOOL

PUBLIC NOTICE
Withdrawal of 2023 Faculty Recruitment Notifications
Pursuant to the resolution of the Executive Council of Rayalaseema University
and the orders issued by the Government vide G.0.RT.No.63, the permission
earlier accorded for filling up of 103 vacant faculty positions in the University is
hereby withdrawn. Consequently, the faculty recruitment notifications (No.
RU-01/T.Estt./Rectt-2023, No.RU-02/T.Estt./Rectt-2023 and No.RU-03/T.Estt./
Rectt-2023) issued on 30-10-2023 for filling up the said posts stand withdrawn.
Candidates who have applied to the 2023 notifications may visit the university
website https:/irukap.edu.in/ for information regarding refund of the application fee.
The dates of fresh notifications and other particulars will be announced separately.
sd/- Registrar, Rayalaseema University, Kurnool

Website : cifnet.gov.in

T T L.
CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF FISHERIES NAUTICAL AND ENGINEERING TRAINING
I 1o UE FTe (@46 | FINE ARTS AVENUE, KOCHI (KERALA) — 882018

E-mail: cifnethq.trg@gmail.com

HRT PR
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Heeque, TaTe R ST - T ure faui

MINISTRY OF FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY & DAIRYING-DEPT OF FISHERIES /-

Fflg 7o Arara ud seifaad ulkieor swmE

Phone : 0484-2351610, 2351493

2351790

CIFNET ADMISSION NOTICE - SESSION 2026-27

Admission to courses under Craftsman Training Scheme (CTS) at Central Institute of Fisheries
Nautical & Engineering Training, Kochi, Chennai & Visakhapatnam for the academic session
2026-27 will be made through Common Entrance Test (CET), scheduled to be held on 14.07.2026.
Applications are invited from eligible candidates for admission to “Vessel Navigator’ and ‘Marine
Fitter’ trades. The duration of both the courses is 24 months (2 Year) and fully residential. The
selected candidates will be paid stipend of Rs.1500/- (One thousand and five hundred) per month
by the Government of India. The details of admission are available on website cifnet.gov.in. The last
date to submit the application : 16.06.2026.

DIRECTOR

Detailed

No.1720 / Date. 06.05.2026

11001/41/2627

advertisements will
www.ravenshawuniversity.ac.in as
https://himsrecruitment.odisha.gov.in/lhome. The application process shall be

: RAVENSHAW UNIVERSITY @
: CUTTACK - 753003, ODISHA (NAAC-A++)

FACULTY RECRUITMENT NOTICE

Applications are invited, in online mode, from eligible candidates to fill up regular posts
of Assistant Professor, Associate Professor and Professor (including backlog
vacancies), in the Departments of Bengali, Botany, Chemistry, Commerce, Computer
Science, Economics, Education, English, Geography, Geology, Hindi, History, 1
Mathematics, Odia, Philosophy, Physics, Political Science, Psychology, Sanskrit, 2
Sociology, Statistics and Zoology, Ravenshaw University, Cuttack.

be available on
well as on

For details of vacant Posts, essential qualifications, other terms and conditions,
please visit the University website www.ravenshawuniversity.ac.in or HIMS Portal
https://himsrecruitment.odisha.gov.in/home

the University website 2
HIMS

REGISTRAR
OIPR-11001/11008/1/26-27/0006

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA - e-Procurement Notice

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER, CENTRAL MINOR IRRIGATION CIRCLE, BHUBANESWAR

Phone-0674-2540559 Mail ID:cmic.bbsr@gmail.com; No.684 /CMIC Date : 30.04.2026
The Additional Chief Engineer, Central Minor Irrigation Circle, Bhubaneswar on behalf of Governor of Odisha
invites percentage rate bids in Double cover only in ONLINE mode for the works detailed in the table from
"B" & “A" class Contractors registered with the State Government and contractors of equivalent Grade/
Class registered with Central Government/M.E.S./Railways for execution of civil works on production of
definite proof from the appropriate authority. The bidders may submit bids for any or all of the works.
e-Procurement Notice-BID IDENTIFICATION NO- ACE -CMIC-1/2026-27

Name of the works

:| As per Annexure to this bid notice.

Total No. of works

}| 2 (Two) nos

3 | Estimated Cost

| Rs 186.70 lakh & Rs.190.2 Lakh Approximately
(Detail list of work Annexed)

Class of Contractor

;| Class "B" &"A"

Portal 5 | Period of

:| As Menti

d against Work.

6 | Date & time of Availability of Bid Document in

)| 5.05.2026 at 10.00 AM to 19.05.2026 up to 5.30 P.M.

conducted entirely in online mode through the HIMS Portal : the portal for online bidding.
https://himsrecruitment.odisha.gov.in/home from 12.05.2026 to 11.06.2026. After 7 | Last datelTime for receipt of Bid only in ONLINE | 19.05.2026 up to 5.30 P.M.
submitting the application online, a printout of the same, along with all supporting documents 8 | DatelTime of Opening of Technical Bid. | 20.05.2026 at 11.30 A.M. at Office of the Addl. C.E Central
duly self-attested by the applicant, must be sent to the "Registrar, Ravenshaw University, M.I Circle, Bhub through Web site
College Square, Cuttack, Odisha-753003" by Speed Post / Registered Post only so as 9 | Date/Time of Opening of Financial Bid | To be intimated online after offline ion of Technical Bids.|
to reach him on or before 20.06.2026 by 05.30 PM. The University reserves the right to 10| Date of Transparent Lottery (If cases arises) |[:| To be intimated through mail after offline evaluation of
fill or not to fill any post(s) without assigning any reason thereof. Financial Bids.

11| Name & Address of the Officer Inviting the Bid. |{{ Additional Chief Engineer, Central M.I. Circle,

Bhubaneswar, Plot No- A-8/2, Po: Bhoinagar, Bhubaneswar
PIN: 751022. Dist: Khurda. Ph:0674-2540559

32001/161/2627

| 12| Mode of Payment of Bid Cost
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal : https://tendersodisha.gov.in

Additional Chief Engineer, Central M.l.Circle, Bhubaneswar.

:| Online

OIPR-32001/32047/1/26-27/0002

A ND-NDE
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The quiet rise of a reticent giant:
slow-burn ascent

Ayush Shetty’s

The 64” shuttler isn't the quintessential prodigy. He

did not win a National Championship in any age

category. But he has beaten the world’s best in recent

weeks, showing he belongs on the big stage. What

does the 21-year-old need to contend for badminton’s

most prestigious tournaments?

STACKING UP

Top
Indians »

Top
Indians »

N. Sudarshan

he journey from promise to perfor-
mance is one of the most important
markers of an elite sportsperson’s
quality. How the boundless energy,
youthful drive and seemingly infinite potential
amalgamate and transform into sustained suc-
cess often defines a player’s worthiness.
Ayush Shetty, the rising 21-year-old badmin-
ton player who has been the toast of the nation
in recent weeks, is the latest Indian to try and
crack this code. After first coming into the li-
melight in October 2023 by bagging a bronze
medal at the World Junior Championships, Ay-
ush, in his first full-fledged year on the senior
circuit, secured the 2025 US Open Super 300
title.

Inspired run

Last month, he made an inspired run to the fi-
nal of the Badminton Asia Championships
(BAC) in China, beating three top-10 players en
route and breaking into the world’s top-20 at

ATP Men’s Top 15 P

# Player Age Points Events s
1 Jannik Sinner 24 14,350 20 "‘

2 Carlos Alcaraz 22 12,960 18 e ’
3 Alexander Zverev 29 5,805 22 k’
4 Novak Djokovic 38 4,700 17 Sk
5 FelixAuger-Aliassime 25 4,050 24

6 Ben Shelton 23 4,030 22

7 Taylor Fritz 28 3,770 23

8 Alex de Minaur 27 3,755 22

9 Daniil Medvedev 30 3,460 24

10 Lorenzo Musetti 24 3,415 23

11 Alexander Bublik 28 3,355 26

12 Flavio Cobolli 23 2,750 28

13 JiriLehecka 24 2,715 22

14 Andrey Rublev 28 2,590 24

15 Karen Khachanov 29 2,220 24

%

Sumit Nagal
Rank 276 A 1 spot

2

Manas Dhamne
Rank 384 A 60 spots

WTA Women’s Top 15

# Player Age Points Events
1 ArynaSabalenka 27 10,110 19
2 ElenaRybakina 26 8,555 23
3 Iga Swiatek 24 6,948 19
4 Coco Gauff 22 6,749 19
5 Jessica Pegula 32 6,136 21
6 Amanda Anisimova 24 5985 20
7 Mirra Andreeva 19 4,181 21
8 Jasmine Paolini 30 3,722 20
9 Victoria Mboko 19 3,531 21
10 Elina Svitolina 31 3,530 15
11 Karolina Muchova 29 3,318 18
12 Belinda Bencic 29 3,090 19
13 Linda Noskova 21 2,999 23
14 EkaterinaAlexandrova 31 2,669 26
15 Marta Kostyuk 23 2,507 19

a B

Sahaja Yamalapalli Vaishnavi Adkar
Rank 358 A 28 spots Rank 397 ¥ 14 spots

e

Ayush has
beaten at
least six or
seven top-10
players and
that is a big
plus for me.
I would rate
him as good
as any
top-10
player... [but]
he needs
more
variations.
Also he
cannot
afford to be
aslow
starter

U. VIMAL
KUMAR
Chief coach,
Centre for
Badminton
Excellence

English Premier League Standings

the end of it. At the Thomas Cup that followed,
he helped India finish with a creditable bronze
medal, only its second podium finish at the
prestigious team event, adding to the 2022
gold.

“In the last couple of years, we believed he
was progressing well, and that he would show
this performance,” said U. Vimal Kumar, Dro-
nacharya awardee and chief coach at the
Centre for Badminton Excellence in Bengaluru
— erstwhile Prakash Padukone Badminton
Academy (PPBA) — where Ayush trains.

“His height [6’4”] and the sharpness he has
while playing the downward shots are tremen-
dous advantages for him. In fact, this is the age
for a player to show results. They might not
win big tournaments, but at 18, 19 and 20, if
you can show that you are capable of beating
top international players, create upsets...

“I always look for that trend. Players who
have excelled at the world stage have all done
that. Ayush is one of them.”

Interestingly, Ayush, unlike a quintessential
prodigy, has had a quiet rise. When he was
younger, he was indeed spoken about in bad-
minton circles, but they were mostly in hushed
tones and whispers. As Krishna Kumar, his
childhood coach, pointed out, Ayush never
won a National title.

“Nothing at any sub-junior or junior Nation-
al Championship, and his father was very up-
set about it,” said Krishna Kumar. “I told him,
‘Don’t worry, the real results will come when
he is somewhere around 19 or a senior” When

Spanish LaLiga Standings

GETTY IMAGES

he was 19, he became junior No. 2 in the
world.”

That belief was courtesy the impression Ay-
ush left on Krishna Kumar nearly a decade ago
at the U-13 Nationals in Vijayawada. So deep
was it that the rendezvous resulted in the ta-
lented youngster coming under the coach’s tu-
telage at I-Sports badminton school in Bengalu-
ru within a year of moving from Karkala in
Udupi district.

Early impression

“I was the Karnataka coach and there was a
training camp at the Karnataka Badminton As-
sociation (KBA),” Krishna Kumar recollected.
“Back then, the PPBA was inside KBA and I re-
quested Vimal Kumar for a player for Ayush to
practise with. But that boy beat Ayush very ea-
sily, two days in a row.

“Once in Vijayawada, Ayush won the first
and second rounds but developed a fever after
that. I asked him to take an injection and play.
He met that same PPBA player, and to our sur-
prise, won the match in two straight games.
That was the first sign.

“After that, every time he used to be in the
lower-age category, he used to trouble those
higher. He had a clear vision. In his first year in
U-15, he wanted to become the top player in In-
dia. He had the ambition to play at the interna-
tional level. I would say, he is fearless.”

The ability to punch above his weight is a re-
curring feature. It was most recently seen at
the BAC, where, as World No. 25, he beat the

Test Batting

oP

He had a clear vision. In his first year in U-15,
he wanted to become the top player in India.
He had the ambition to play at the
international level. I would say, he is fearless

KRISHNA KUMAR
Childhood coach

then No. 1 Kunlavut Vitidsarn, No. 4 Jonatan
Christie and No. 7 Li Shi Feng.

In the Thomas Cup quarters against Chinese
Taipei, he felled reigning All England Open
champion and World No. 8 Lin Chun-Yi in auth-
oritative fashion — 21-16, 21-17 in 48 minutes.

“He has beaten at least six or seven players
in the top-10 and that is a big plus for me,” said
Vimal. “At BAC, I was most impressed by the
way he defended. After blocking the shuttle,
his approach to the net was really good. The
flick and the tumble at the net were near-per-
fect. I would rate him as good as any top-10
player.”

Ayush’s ascent comes at a critical time for In-
dian badminton. Last year was frighteningly
barren for the country, with Ayush’s Super 300
trophy and Lakshya Sen’s Australian Open
Super 500 crown being the only top prizes.

But in the first four months of 2026 alone,
Ayush and Lakshya — by reaching the All En-
gland final — have brought things back on
track. The two are now ranked 18th and 1ith in
the world, and will be the prime drivers of the
Indian challenge at the BWF World Champion-
ships this August in New Delhi.

However, it is also a fact that India has had a
series of near misses in recent times. No Indian
men’s singles player has won an elite BWF Sup-
er 1000-]level title since K. Srikanth’s success at
the 2017 Denmark Open. Can Lakshya, or Ay-
ush, help end the drought?

“Ayush needs to bring in more variations,”
opined Vimal. “Against Shi Yu Qi [then No. 2] in
the BAC final, he thought he could just hit
through. But Shi is one of the most complete
players and did not allow Ayush to play to his
strengths.

“Also, he cannot afford to be a slow starter.
With games becoming 15-point affairs from
next year, I don’t know if it’s going to make it
like T20 [cricket]. He can’t play the way he did
against Christo Popov [in the 11-21, 9-21 Thomas
Cup semifinal loss to France]. If you don’t get
going early, you are out.”

The path forward will be far from uncompli-
cated. There will be pitfalls galore, like the ne-
gative effects of early stardom, wavering focus,
injuries, etc. A wrong step or two can derail a
career.

Vimal doesn’t want Ayush to succumb to the
perils of fame, and instead wants him to stay
true to his reticent, introverted personality.
The former National champion wasn’t too ap-
proving of the exuberant celebrations follow-
ing India’s Thomas Cup quarterfinal triumph
over Taipei.

“When your personality is a certain way,
you should not go looking for something that is
not there,” the former National champion stat-
ed bluntly. “You still had a semifinal to play.
Lakshya is different, more flamboyant, but not
Ayush.”

Cultivating an aura
Instead, Ayush could work on making better
use of his physical stature, felt Vimal.

“The best players I've seen at close quarters,
from Prakash Padukone to Morten Frost, all
had an aura,” said Vimal. “Ayush is a big, tall
guy, and when he comes onto the court, he
should look threatening.

“When Viktor Axelsen walked in, the far-
eastern players used to be worried. I could
make out from their eyes. Ayush has to develop
something similar.”

Test Bowling

# Team GP W D L GF GA GD PTS # Team GP W D L GF GA GD PTS #  Player Rating Career best #  Player Rating Career best
1 Arsenal 35 23 7 5 67 26 41 716 1 Barcelona 34 29 1 4 8 31 58 88 1 JoeRoot 880 932 1 Jasprit Bumrah 879 908
2 Man. City 34 21 8 5 69 32 37 71 2 Real Madrid 34 24 5 5 70 31 39 77 2 Harry Brook 857 898 2 Noman Al 843 853
3 Man.United 35 18 10 7 63 48 15 64 3 Villarreal 34 21 5 8 64 39 25 68 3 Travis Head 853 884 3 Mitchell Starc 838 852
4 Liverpool 35 17 7 11 59 47 12 58 4 AtleticoMadrid 34 19 6 9 58 37 21 63 4 Steve Smith 831 947 4 Matt Henry 836 853
5 AstonVilla 35 17 7 11 48 44 4 58 5 Real Betis 34 13 14 7 52 41 11 53 5  KaneWilliamson 822 919 5 PatCummins 832 914
6 Bournemouth 35 12 16 7 55 52 3 52 6 CeltaVigo 34 12 11 11 48 44 4 47 6 Kamindu Mendis 781 784 6  Marco Jansen 825 825
7 Brentford 35 14 9 12 52 46 6 51 7 Getafe 34 13 5 16 28 36 -8 44 7 Temba Bavuma 775 806 7 Scott Boland 820 820
8 Brighton 35 13 11 11 49 42 7 50 8 AthleticClub 34 13 5 16 40 50 -10 44 8  Yashasvi Jaiswal 750 858 8  Kagiso Rabada 807 902
9 Chelsea 35 13 9 13 54 48 6 48 9 RealSociedad 34 11 10 13 52 53 -1 43 9 Saud Shakeel 734 787 9 Josh Hazlewood 775 864
10 Everton 35 13 9 13 44 44 0 48 10 Osasuna 34 11 9 14 40 42 2 42 10 Shubman Gill 730 807 10 Nathan Lyon 753 812
11 Fulham 35 14 6 15 44 49 -5 48 11 RayoVallecano 34 10 12 12 35 41 -6 42
12 Sunderland 35 12 11 12 37 46 -9 47 12 Valencia 34 10 9 15 37 50 -13 39
13 Newcastle 35 13 6 16 49 51 -2 45 13 Espanyol 34 10 9 15 37 51 -14 39
14 LeedsUnited 35 10 13 12 47 52 -5 43 14 Elche 34 9 11 14 45 53 -8 38 ) )
ODI Batting ODI Bowling
15 CrystalPalace 34 11 10 13 36 42 -6 43 15 RealMallorca 34 10 8 16 42 51 -9 38
N #  Player Rating Career best #  Player Rating Career best
16 N.Forest 35 11 9 15 44 46 -2 42 16 Girona 34 9 11 14 36 51 -15 38
- 1 Daryl Mitchell 815 840 1 Rashid Khan 705 775
17 Tottenham 35 9 10 16 45 54 -9 37 17 Sevilla 34 10 7 17 41 55 -14 37
2 ViratKohli 791 908 2 JofraArcher 649 682
18 West Ham 35 9 9 17 42 61 -19 36 18 Alaves 34 9 9 16 40 53 -13 36 - -
3 Ibrahim Zadran 756 756 3 Keshav Maharaj 645 737
19 Burnley 35 4 8 23 35 71 -36 20 19 Levante 34 8 9 17 38 55 -17 33 - - -
- 4 Rohit Sharma 748 879 4 Adil Rashid 629 671
20 Wolves 35 3 9 23 25 63 -38 18 20 Real Oviedo 34 6 10 18 26 54 28 28 -
5  Shubman Gill 716 841 5  Josh Hazlewood 626 725
talian Serie A Standi G Bundesliga Standi 6  BabarAzam 684 894 6  Maheesh Theekshana 624 680
alian Serie andings erman Bundesliga Standings
9 9 9 7  ShaiHope 679 782 6  Kuldeep Yadav 624 757
# T GP W D L GF GA GD PTS
cam l #_Team G _W D L GF GA GD PTS 7 Harry Tector 679 730 8  Mehidy Hasan 621 722
1 Inter Mi 26 4 2 31 51 82
nterMilan 35 26 > 8 31 51 8 L Bayern 32 26 5 116 3% 81 8 9 KL Rahul 664 676 9 Mitchell Santner 599 656
2 Napoli 35 21 7 7 52 33 19 70 2 Dortmund 32 20 7 5 65 32 33 67 9 SalmanAgha 664 664 9 Adam Zampa 599 596
3 ACMilan 35 19 10 6 48 29 19 67 3 RBLeipzig 322 19 5 8 63 42 21 62
4 Juventus 35 18 11 6 58 30 28 65 4 Leverkusen 322 17 7 8 66 43 23 58
5 Roma 35 20 4 11 52 29 23 64 5 Stuttgart 322 17 7 8 66 46 20 58
6 Como 35 17 11 7 59 28 31 62 6 Hoffenheim 322 17 7 8 64 48 16 58
7 Atalanta 35 14 13 8 47 32 15 55 7 SCFreiburg 32 12 8 12 45 53 -8 44 T20I Batting T201 Bowling
8 Lazio 35 13 12 10 39 34 5 51 8 Eintracht 32 11 10 11 57 60 -3 43 #  Player Rating Career best #  Player Rating Career best
9 Bologna 35 14 7 14 42 41 1 49 9 FCAugsburg 32 11 7 14 42 56 -14 40 1 Abhishek Sharma 875 931 1 Rashid Khan 753 828
10 Sassuolo 35 14 7 14 43 44 -1 49 10 Mainz 32 9 10 13 41 50 -9 37 2 Ishan Kishan 871 871 2 Varun Chakaravarthy 740 818
11 Udinese 35 13 8 14 43 46 -3 47 11 M'gladbach 32 8 11 13 37 50 -13 35 3 Sahibzada Farhan 848 848 3 Abrar Ahmed 736 757
12 Parma 35 10 12 13 25 42 -17 42 12 Hamburg 32 8 10 14 36 51 -15 34 4 PhilSalt 792 881 4 Adil Rashid 721 747
13 Torino 35 11 8 16 39 58 -19 41 13 Union Berlin 32 8 9 15 37 57 -20 33 5  Pathum Nissanka 766 796 5 Jasprit Bumrah 702 783
14 Genoa 35 10 10 15 40 48 -8 40 14 Cologne 32 7 11 14 47 55 -8 32 6 TilakVarma 742 845 6  Adam Zampa 682 746
15 Cagliari 35 9 10 16 36 49 -13 37 15 Werder 32 8 8 16 37 57 -20 32 7 Suryakumar Yadav 722 912 7 Corbin Bosch 669 745
16 Fiorentina 35 8 13 14 38 49 -11 37 16 Wolfsburg 32 6 8 18 42 67 25 26 8  JosButtler 716 794 8  Matthew Forde 667 679
17 Lecce 35 8 8 19 24 47 -23 32 17 StPauli 32 6 8 18 27 55 -28 26 9  Dewald Brevis 702 738 9  Mujeeb Ur Rahman 663 757
18 Cremonese 35 6 10 19 27 53 -26 28 18 Heidenheim 32 5 8 19 38 69 -31 23 10 Brian Bennett 701 708 10 Nathan Ellis 661 678
19 Verona 35 3 11 21 24 57 -33 20
20 Pisa 35 2 12 21 25 63 -38 18
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Diamonde in the rough: why Europe’s
big clubs covet the Leipzig winger

GETTY IMAGES

GAME THEORY

Bicycle chiefs: the most prolific Grand Tour champions

It's Grand Tour season.

The first of cycling’s three
iconic multi-stage races, the
Giro d’Italia, got underway
on Friday. The Tour de
France (July 4-26) and the
Vuelta a Espana (August
22-September 13) complete

the famed trinity. This week,

we look at cycling’s best
multi-week male riders
— the ones with the most

Grand Tour titles:

Winning

The 19-year-old has turned heads in Germany with his catalogue of spectacular goals

and dazzling dribbles. His game isnt fully formed yet, but his breakthrough season in the

Bundesliga suggests that there are seemingly no limits to just how good he can get

Sports Bureau

wo years ago, Yan Diomande was a
world away from top-level profes-
sional football.

He was training with a private aca-
demy in Florida, representing the academy’s
affiliate team in a developmental American
. league. In 2026, the Ivory Coast teenager is
', one of the breakout stars of the Bundesliga.

" The winger’s 19 goal involvements have

% helped RB Leipzig to third in the German

top flight, with a Champions League
spot for next season in its grasp.

On the radar
In addition to 12 goals and seven as-
sists in 31 appearances, Diomande’s
gasp-inducing dribbling has caught
the eye of recruitment depart-
ments at elite clubs.

The 19-year-old has completed
3.5 dribbles per game in 2025-26.
The next best in the Bundesliga is
2.3. The only player with more prol-

ific dribbling numbers than Dio-

mande in Europe’s top-five

leagues is Barcelona’s Lamine Ya-

mal, with 4.8. In addition to his

flair, he is willing to work off the

¢ ball when his side doesn’t have
possession.

Unsurprisingly, PSG, Liverpool and
Bayern Munich have all been credited with in-
terest in Diomande — astonishing for a player
with fewer than 50 professional league
appearances!

When you consider Dio-
mande’s back-story, his runaway
success feels all the more incred-
ible. Born in the Ivorian metro-
polis of Abidjan, his early life in
football was one of struggle.

“We didn’t have a good situa-
tion at home,” he told RB Leip-
zig media. “We didn’t have mo-
ney and not much space, so I left
to go to a village, follow my pas-
sion and play football. Everyone
is playing on the street and it’s
really nice, but we don’t play
with this [football boots], just
shoes. To play with boots you
have to have money, so somebo-
dy bought them for me because
I didn’t have money nor did my family.”

In 2022, his talent unlocked an opportunity
to move to the USA. He made the courageous
decision to fend for himself as a young teen.
Far from home, alone in a foreign country, Dio-
mande studied and trained, hoping to break in-
to a Major League Soccer team. That didn’t
work out, nor did an audition with Rangers in
the Scottish Premiership.

He was scouted by LaLiga side Leganes, with
whom he signed a contract in 2024. His debut,
at the Santiago Bernabeu in March 2025,

He’s basically
unstoppable. What's
really special is that he
doesn’t really need fancy
moves. But what's even
more important is that
he works for the team
and is very good at
counter-pressing

OLE WERNER
Leipzig manager

Giro Tourde | Vueltaa

Jacques Anquetll

Denmark

(elss (XTI span d’Italia | France |Espana UetEl
Eddy Merckx Belgium 1968-1974 |5 5 1 11
Bernard Hinault | France 1978-1985 |3 5 2 10
Jacques Anquetil | France 1957-1964 |2 5 1 8
Fausto Coppi Italy 1940-1953 |5 2 0 7
Miguel Indurain Spain 1991-1995 |2 5 0 7
Alberto Contador | Spain 2007-2015 |2 2 3 7
Chris Froome Great Britain  [2011-2018 |1 4 2 7
Alfredo Binda Italy 1925-1933 |5 0 0 5
Gino Bartali Italy 1936-1948 |3 2 0 5
Felice Gimondi Italy 1965-1976 |3 1 1 5
Primoz Roglic Slovenia 2019-2024 |1 0 4 5
Tadej Pogacar Slovenia 2020-2025 |1 4 0 5
Tony Rominger Switzerland  |1992-1995 |1 0 3 4
Roberto Heras Spain 2000-2005 |0 0 4 4
Vincenzo Nibali Italy 2010-2016 |2 1 1 4
Carlo Galetti Italy 1910-1912 |3 0 0 3
Philippe Thys Belgium 1913-1920 |0 3 0 3
Giovanni Brunero | Italy 1921-1926 |3 0 0 3
Fiorenzo Magni Italy 1948-1955 |3 0 0 3
Louison Bobet France 1953-1955 |0 3 0 3
r Charly Gaul Luxembourg |1956-1959 |2 1 0 3
Laurent Fignon France 1983-1989 |1 2 0 3 "
Pedro Delgado Spain 1985-1989 |0 1 2 3 o]
. _GreglLeMond United States [1986-1990 |0 [ |3 0 @ 3 :
Jonas Vingegaard 2022-2025 |0 { 2 1 “} 3 E
w
Ta (O]

Derby delight

Golden Tempo, ridden by jockey
Jose Ortiz, won a historic edition
of the Kentucky Derby in 2 mi-
nutes 2.27 seconds last wee-
kend. It was the first time in 152
races that the winner had been

J*'

SOURCE: UCI, CYCLING HALL OF FAME trained by a woman — Cherie

brought him face to face with Kylian Mbappe
and Vinicius Jr., superstars he had only seen on
television. Playing at a historic stadium against
an iconic team felt like a dream.

“When I was a kid, [my parents] bought me a
Cristiano Ronaldo shirt, so actually he is my
idol,” Diomande told Bundesliga media. “And
now I watch a lot of players — Mbappe, [Rafael]
Leao, Vinicius — players that play in my posi-
tion, to look and learn from them.”

While Diomande was adapting to profession-
al football, RB Leipzig — after a club-wide reck-
oning, led by new head of football Jurgen
Klopp, following the worst top-flight season in
its history — was scouring the globe for hidden
gems.

Leipzig director Marcel Schafer admitted
that unearthing the next diamond was becom-
ing more challenging, but a player in LaLiga
had shown up on the club’s statistical model.

First-mover advantage

“We saw the data and immediately knew that
we had to take a detailed look, both on video
and in live matches,” said Schafer. “Our advan-
tage was that we were there before he had even
played 200 minutes in the league. We didn’t
need to have five conversations about signing
him because the profile was clear. It was a 100%
match from our side.”

The profile Leipzig identified so early is now
on glorious display in Germany. Diomande’s
game isn’t fully formed yet, but it’s already at
a very high level. He can create separation +
from a standing start, bursting past his
marker into space. He can also elude defen-
ders on the run with dribbles at high pace.
As his goal catalogue shows, he has the rare
ability to hit the target with his ‘weaker’ left
foot — as a result, he has access to a
wide range of finishes from both
wings.

“My style is explosive, fast, and
physically strong,” Diomande
said. “Quick, agile, and also a fin-
isher. I know I am not yet a per-
fect finisher, but I am only 19.
With time, it will come - and I
will become a killer in front of
goal. I like to say: I left the
streets, but the streets did not
leave me.”

This season in the Bundesliga, Dio-

&

mande averages 22 sprints and 66 in- ¢ r
tensive runs per game. He has been re-
corded at a top speed of 36.3 kmph.

Leipzig manager Ole Werner told ,»)\.__

Sky Germany his player was “unstop-
pable”. “He’s spectacular, sharp, and
basically unstoppable. What’s really
special is that he doesn’t need fancy
moves. He just relies on his timing,
ball control, and speed,” Werner ‘
said.

“But what’s even more
important to me is that he
works for the team and is

am

or

My style is explosive, fast, and physically
strong. Also a finisher. I know I am not yet a
perfect finisher, but I am only 19. With time, it
will come — and I will become a killer in
front of goal

YAN DIOMANDE

very good at counter-pressing. It’s a matter of
attitude, and he demonstrates that. He can go
far if he keeps working just as hard as he has
been and doesn’t get too big for his boots.”

The evidence so far suggests Diomande
won’t stop pushing himself. “I believe I can
keep improving and become even better than I
am now,” he said. Where in Spain he “only had
to worry about spending time on the ball”, Ger-
many has taught him the value of going to the
gym to get stronger “because it’s much more
physical here”.

Diomande has also shown that he has a long-
term perspective. In 2024, he chose Leganes
over Chelsea, which was also interested in him,
because “it’s not always just about money. If
you play well, it will come naturally. I’'m young;
I need to play”.

It’s why he isn’t paying attention to any of
the transfer rumours currently in circulation.
While he did say during a TikTok live session
that his father, a Liverpool fan, dreamt of see-
ing Yan play at Anfield, he later told German
outlet Sport Bild that his “dream club right now
is Leipzig”.

Will he, won’t he?

Several top clubs will be shopping for

wingers this summer, and Diomande is
on every shortlist. But Leipzig has no

need to sell; Diomande’s contract
runs until 2030. The strong likelihood
of Leipzig playing in the Champions
offers the player what he
wants but also further re-
\ duces the club’s incentive
asset.
Reports suggest that
Leipzig is unlikely to
low 100 million eu-
S s\ ros, which promises
: "v, a significant profit
= euros it paid Le-
ganes. If Dio-
mande closes
in similar style
and then makes an
impression at the
there will be
no shortage
of big clubs
zig’s resolve
to hold on to its young dia-
mond.

e ———

League next season not only
to cash in on a valuable

\ listen to any offer be-
on the 20 million

out the season

World Cup,

testing Leip-

DeVaux. Billed as ‘the most ex-

citing two minutes in sports’, the
Derby is an annual horse race
held at Churchill Downs in

Louisville. It is, by a few years,
the ‘youngest’ jewel in the Amer-
ican Triple Crown. But unlike the
Preakness Stakes and the Bel-
mont Stakes, which have had
hiatuses, it has been staged ev-

ery year since 1875, even during
both World Wars and the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Held annually on the first Sa-
turday in May, it is preceded by
the two-week-long Kentucky
Derby Festival.

Known as ‘The Run for the
Roses’, because the winning

horse is draped in a blanket of

roses, the event is the most-
watched and most-attended
horse race in the United States.

The fastest time ever run in
the Derby was in 1973, when Se-
cretariat, one of the most fa-
mous racehorses in history,
clocked 1 minute 59.4 seconds,
breaking Northern Dancer’s
1964 record.
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TRIED AND TESTED

We are quite comfortable with

the way we play: GT’s Parthiv

SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

If we get wickets at the start, we have the upper hand. Our plans are
quite set, and we are quite comfortable with the way we are playing
right now. With the kind of bowling attack we have, we would want
to restrict it (Rajasthan Royals) to the minimum score possible —
Gujarat Titans assistant coach Parthiv Patel.

DEPENDABLE

‘Fast bowlers Rabada and Siraj

are high-performing players’

SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Both are high-performing players at the international level. You
know the pedigree both of them bring, especially with the new ball.
Rabada bowling 150 kph consistently and the way Siraj has been
putting pressure... it is great to see — GT assistant coach Parthiv
Patel on pacers Kagiso Rabada and Mohammed Siraj.

ABSOLUTE PEACH

McClenaghan hails Prince’s

‘divine delivery’ to get Kohli

Former New Zealand pacer Mitchell McClenaghan praised Prince
Yadav for his “divine delivery” that dismissed Virat Kohli during the
Lucknow Super Giants-Royal Challengers Bengaluru match in IPL
2026. “It was a divine delivery. He wasn’t trying to swing the ball in.
He just hit the seam. It swung in enough off the seam to beat Kohli”.

GIANT-KILLER

Qualifier Prizmic knocks out

Djokovic from Italian Open

LY

A

AFP

Novak Djokovic was eliminated from the Italian Open in the second
round on Friday by Croatian qualifier Dino Prizmic, who won 2-6,
6-2, 6-4. The 24-time Grand Slam champion was making his
comeback from a shoulder injury in the last big tournament before

the French Open.

Spinners, Allen make it four in a row for KKR

Anukul scalps two while Narine provides a breakthrough as the Kolkata outfit restricts DC to 142 for eight; the opener’s sensational century seals the chase with plenty to spare

IPL-19

Vivek Krishnan
NEW DELHI

hen a modest
w target has to be
pursued in

modern-day T20 cricket,
the benefits of having time
and knowing the precise
tempo to operate at are
sizeable for the chasing
team.

Finn Allen may have
been out of sorts heading
into Kolkata Knight Riders’
clash against Delhi Capitals
on Friday in IPL 2026, but
this was an opportunity he
wasn’t going to fritter
away.

The New Zealander
steered KKR to a target of
143 with an unbeaten 100
at the Arun Jaitley Stadi-
um, handing the three-
time champion an eight-
wicket win in 14.2 overs to
keep its playoff hopes
alive. It was Knight Riders’
fourth victory on the trot.

Match-winning stand
With an unbroken partner-
ship of 116 for the third
wicket, Allen and Cameron
Green helped alleviate any
concerns in the KKR camp
post the dismissals of Ajin-
kya Rahane and Angkrish
Raghuvanshi.

DC’s future this season
hangs by a thread, having
stumbled to its seventh de-
feat in 11 matches. At the
heart of a shambolic per-
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Action aplenty: Allen produced the big shots at will. Anukul castle

formance was Capitals’ in-
eptitude with the bat, as re-
flected by a total of 142 for
eight.

- — A [ 2 e—

On a slow surface, KKR’s
spinners held sway. Anu-
kul Roy struck twice while
Sunil Narine chipped in

with a breakthrough. Pacer
Kartik Tyagi also took two
wickets.

For the host, Pathum

e R B

d Stubbs while Narine came up with a tidy spell. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Nissanka stood out with a
knock of 50.

In an opening partner-
ship of 49, Nissanka took

SCOREBOARD
v

DELHI CAPITALS
Pathum Nissanka st.
Raghuvanshi b Anukul 50 (29b,
5x4, 3x6), K.L. Rahul ¢ Green b
Tyagi 23 (14b, 4x4), Nitish Rana ¢
Narine b Green 8 (10b, 1x4),
Sameer Rizvi ¢ Powell b Narine 3
(7b), Tristan Stubbs b Anukul 2
(4b), Axar Patel c Anukul b
Vaibhav 11 (22b), Ashutosh
Sharma c Rahane b Tyagi 39
(28b, 3x4, 3x6), Vipraj Nigam (not
out) 3 (3b), Mitchell Starc run out
0 (2b), Lungi Ngidi (not out) 1
(1b); Extras (w-2): 2; Total (for
eight wkts. in 20 overs): 142.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-49 (Rahul, 4.6 overs), 2-74
(Nitish, 7.6), 3-80 (Rizvi, 9.5), 4-85
(Nissanka, 10.1), 5-89 (Stubbs,
10.5), 6-128 (Axar, 18.3), 7-140
(Ashutosh, 19.2), 8-140 (Starc,
19.4).

KNIGHT RIDERS BOWLING
Anukul 4-0-31-2, Vaibhav
3-0-29-1, Narine 4-0-17-1, Tyagi
4-0-25-2, Varun 4-0-28-0, Green
1-0-12-1.

KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS

the initiative. Besides the
pulls and flicks, he was also
deftness personified, nota-
bly piercing the gap per-
fectly behind square on the
off-side with a late steer
against Varun
Chakaravarthy.

Vital strike

At the start of the 11th over,
the diminutive opener
reached his half-century
with an inside-out drive off
Anukul. Off the very next
ball, however, the left-arm
spinner saw the batter

Ajinkya Rahane run out 13 (9b,
1x4, 1x6), Finn Allen (Impact
Player for Varun) (not out) 100
(47b, 5x4, 10x6), Angkrish
Raghuvanshi b Axar 1 (3b),
Cameron Green (not out) 33 (27b,
2x6); Total (for two wkts. in 14.2
overs): 147.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-29 (Rahane, 2.6), 2-31
(Raghuvanshi, 3.4).

CAPITALS BOWLING
Starc 3-0-31-0, Axar 4-0-27-1,
Ngidi 2-0-7-0, Vipraj 2-0-34-0,
Kuldeep (Impact Player for
Ashutosh) 3-0-41-0, Mukesh
0.2-0-7-0.
Toss: Knight Riders.
Player-of-the-Match: Allen.
KKR won by eight wickets with
34 balls to spare.

Next assignment
DC: May 11 vs. PBKS
Dharamshala, 7.30 p.m.

KKR: May 13 vs. RCB
Raipur, 7.30 p.m.

charge and dragged his
line for Raghuvanshi to
complete a stumping off a
wide.

Slow going
Confronted with the need
to rebuild after DC was re-
duced to 89 for five, Axar
Patel and Ashutosh Shar-
ma retreated into their
shells — just 11 runs were
added from overs 12 to 16.
Though Ashutosh man-
aged a few boundaries to-
wards the end, it did prove
futile in the grand scheme.

BCCI bans
unauthorised
visitors from
players’ rooms

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Warning of potential “ho-
ney traps, legal liability
and security risks”, the
BCCI has banned unauth-
orised visitors from the ho-
tel rooms of players, sup-
port staff and team officials
in the IPL.

This was after incidents
of “misconduct and proto-
col violations”  were
flagged by the Board’s Anti-
Corruption Unit (ACU). In
an elaborate advisory for
the 10 franchises, the BCCI
said that written authorisa-
tion from team managers
would be a must for guests
to have access to players’
and officials’ rooms.

“The advisory is intend-
ed to reinforce the stan-
dards of professionalism,
discipline, security aware-
ness and protocol com-
pliance expected from all
stakeholders associated
with IPL,” BCCI secretary
Devajit Saikia said in a
communication to the CE-
Os of the franchises.

“These incidents, if left
unaddressed, carry the po-
tential to cause significant
reputational harm to the
tournament, the franchise
concerned and the BCCL.”

The Board also banned
players and support staff
from leaving team hotels at
“irregular hours” without
informing their designated
security liaison officer and
team integrity officer.

Can Titans pacers contain Royals
openers Jaiswal and Sooryavanshi?

S. Prasanna Venkatesan
JAIPUR

In 2023 and 2024, Gujarat
Titans treated Jaipur like
an away ATM: insert XI,
withdraw points. Then
came 2025, and the ma-
chine jammed.

There are grounds
where 180 sits on the board
like a mob boss at a night-
club — untouchable, res-
pected, radiating conse-
quences.

The Sawai Mansingh
Stadium this season has
not been one of them.
Here, the scoreboard has
behaved like a slot ma-
chine in a provincial casi-
no. Targets aren’t safe, and
batters have swung as if the
boundary cushions owe
them money.

Trusted formula
That doesn’t entirely align
with the blueprint behind
GT’s three-match winning
streak — the bowlers to
contain, the target to re-
main modest, the chase to
unfold without panic. It
has won seven out of seven
chases of 170 or below
since 2025.

Kagiso Rabada has re-
discovered rhythm with
the new ball, claiming four

CM
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Swashbuckler: Jaiswal will have a big role to play at the top of the
order along with Sooryavanshi. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

wickets at an economy of
6.89 in the PowerPlay
across the last three match-
es.
Significantly, three of
those dismissals have
come through short and
short-of-length deliveries.
Mohammed Siraj has been
equally incisive, taking
four wickets at 6.44 in the
same phase.

Engrossing battle

Their duel with RR’s explo-
sive openers — Yashasvi
Jaiswal and Vaibhav Soo-

ryavanshi — could be the
night’s defining match-up.
Jason Holder’s return of se-
ven wickets at 6.94 adds
further control to GT’s
attack.

With captain Riyan Pa-
rag striking form and Do-
novan Ferreira shaping in-
to a terrific finisher, RR’s
middle-order has contri-
buted more consistently
over the last two games.

GT’s, meanwhile, re-
mains vulnerable. Includ-
ing its last match against
Punjab Kings, GT’s Nos. 4

Today’s match

o

GUJARRY
RAJASTHAN

© ALY
ROYALS

Jaipur, 7.30 p.m.
HEAD-TO-HEAD
Played: 9

«@ | «O@

PREVIOUS MEETING
RR won by six runs, 2026

LIVE ON STAR SPORTS 1 &
JIOHOTSTAR
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I think it’s just about
trying to execute as well
as possible and backing
it up with some good
fielding. We canbe a
little bit smarter, a little
bit better in the field

KUMAR SANGAKKARA
Royals’ head coach

to 7 have averaged only 22
since the last IPL — the se-
cond-lowest among all
teams in that period. RR
has enough bowling varie-
ty to expose and target that
weakness in search of its
first win here this season.

I can’t take too much credit for Sunrisers
being at the top of the table: Cummins

Anirudh Velamuri
HYDERABAD

Three defeats in its first
four IPL 2026 games had
already set alarm bells
ringing around Sunrisers
Hyderabad’s campaign.

The explosive batting
line-up looked capable of
brilliance one day and col-
lapse the next, while con-
cerns over an inexpe-
rienced bowling attack
only grew louder with ev-
ery setback.

Less than a month later,
the narrative has flipped
completely.

Exceeding expectations
Sunrisers now sit atop the
table, playing with the
swagger and assurance of
genuine title contenders,
courtesy of batters finding
their rhythm and a young
pace attack that has ex-
ceeded expectations be-
fore skipper Pat Cummins’
return.

“I can’t take too much
credit for Sunrisers Hyde-
rabad being on top of the
table. I have only played
the last three or four
games. These boys have
been flying the whole sea-
son,” Cummins said of his
pacers Praful Hinge, Sakib
Hussain and, Eshan Malin-

Cummins. NAGARA GOPAL

ga on the sidelines of the
launch of Apollo Hospitals’
Centre of Excellence for
Sports Injuries.

“Hyderabad has been
great to me the last couple
of years. It’s a very easy
bunch of players to look af-
ter.

“Everyone knows what
they want to do out there,
so it’s easy for me to stay
nice and calm and just let
the guys shine because
they are all superstars,” he
said on Friday.

Points table

Sunrisers Hyderabad 11 7 4 0 14 | 0.737
Punjab Kings 10 6 3 1 13 | 0.571
Royal Challengers 10 6 4 0 12 | 1.234
Rajasthan Royals 10 6 4 0 12 | 0.510
Gujarat Titans 10 6 4 0 12 | -0.147
Chennai Super Kings 10 5 5 0 10 | 0.151
Kolkata Knight Riders 10 4 5 1 9 | -0.169
Delhi Capitals 11 4 7 0 8 | -1.154
Mumbai Indians 10 3 7 0 6 | -0.649
Lucknow Super Giants | 10 | 3 7 0 6 | -0.934

The 33-year-old said
adaptability and resilience
remain crucial in an unfor-
giving league, especially
for bowlers.

Being practical

“As quicks, the odds are
stacked against you a lot in
the IPL with its big scores.
It also presents an oppor-
tunity to bounce back after
a bad over; your next one
could still win you the
match... you are not going
to win every game of the
season, so it’s about not
stressing too much about
it”

Joining the outfit mid-
season as he made his way
back from injury, Cum-
mins swears by prioritising

recovery regardless of the
schedule.

“When you get into a
tournament, playing is ob-
viously the priority. I don’t
do a lot of bowling outside
of games. It’s mainly about
recovery. Most of my focus
outside of the game is ac-
tually on preparing my
plans. The actual physical
prep is mainly done in the
gym or resting.”

He also underlined the
importance of not obsess-
ing over the game.

“I'want to be as fresh as I
can, so I switch off from
cricket as much as I can. I
feel like when I need to
switch on in the game, I
have enough bandwidth to
give it my full focus”.
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INBRIEF

Shanto and Mominul help
Bangladesh take control

Captain Najmul Hossain Shanto’s century put
Bangladesh in a strong position on the opening
day of the first Test against Pakistan in Dhaka on
Friday. Shanto made 101 off 130 balls (12x4, 2x6),
to steer Bangladesh to 301 for four at stumps.
Mominul Haque missed out on his ton after being
dismissed for 91 (200b, 10x4). Shanto and
Mominul combined for a 170-run partnership for
the third wicket to steady the innings after
Bangladesh had slumped to 31 for two in 10.1
overs.

The scores: Bangladesh 301/4 in 85 overs (Mominul 91,
Shanto 101, Mushfiqur 48 batting) vs. Pakistan.
Toss: Pakistan.

Simranjeet, Sahil enter
semifinals at archery WC

Simranjeet Kaur and Sahil Jadhav reached the
recurve women’s and compound men’s
semifinals, respectively, to remain in the medal
hunt at the archery World Cup Stage-2 in
Shanghai on Friday. Simranjeet, who got a
first-round bye, beat Spain’s Paula Alarez
Gonzalez 6-4, China’s Yu Qi 6-4 and Turkiye’s
Gizem Ozkan 6-5 (shoot-off: 10*-10, shot closer to
centre). He will take on Olympic medallist Kang
Chaeyoung of Korea in the semifinals. Sahil got
byes in the first two rounds and defeated
compatriot Abhishek Verma 149-147, German
Ruven Fluss 149-146 and Austrian Nico Wiener
147-147 (shoot-off: 10-9). He will meet Frenchman
Nicolas Girard for a place in the final.

Ancelotti set for four-year

Brazil contract extension

Brazil coach Carlo Ancelotti is set to be handed a
four-year contract extension taking him through
to the 2030 World Cup, the Brazilian Football
Confederation (CBF) said on Thursday. CBF
president Samir Xaud said he is “certain”
Ancelotti’s extension will be officially confirmed
“before the World Cup”.

Sabalenka hopes to compete
under Belarusian flag

Aryna Sabalenka is hoping to play under the
Belarusian flag after the International Olympic
Committee lifted its ban on the country’s athletes
who could compete in the Olympics. Women’s
World No. 1 Sabalenka has had to compete under
a neutral banner as a consequence of her
country’s support for Russia following its ally’s
invasion of Ukraine. Asked whether the WTA
would drop the ban on the 28-year-old
representing her country, Sabalenka said: “I
really hope they are going to give us our flag
back. I know how much of an inspiration I am for
young kids. Representing such a small country,
and the hard work that I had to do to get to the
top, it is incredible. I would be super proud to
represent Belarus.”

Aryan’s ton highlight of
Sonnet’s win over Delhi CC

Aryan Dalal led the way with 108 as Sonnet
Cricket Club eased past Delhi Cricket Club by 141
runs in the 51st all India Tyagmurthi Goswami
Ganesh Dutt Memorial cricket tournament at
S.G.T.B. Khalsa College ground in Delhi on Friday.

The scores: Sonnet CC 388/6 in 40 overs (Sanat Sangwan 40,
Shivam Kumar 63, Shreeyans Mahey 46, Ronit Berry 38, Aryan
Dalal 108, Naman Tiwari 33) bt Delhi CC 247 in 35.3 overs
(Vimanyu Kumar 84).

LIVE TELECAST
v

Archery World Cup: Sony Sports Ten 5 & LIV, 7.30 & 11.30
a.m.

Bangladesh vs Pakistan: 1st Test, day 2, FanCode, 9.30 a.m.
ISL: Sony Sports Ten 2 & FanCode, 5 & 7.30 p.m.

Premier League: SS Select 1 & JioHotstar, 5, 7.30 & 10 p.m.
LaLiga: FanCode, 5.30, 7.45, 10 p.m. & 12.30 a.m. (Sunday)
Serie A: DAZN, 6.30, 9.30 p.m. & 12.15 a.m. (Sunday)

IFL: Sony Sports Ten 5 & LIV, 6.30 p.m.

Bundesliga: Sony Sports Ten 1,2 & LIV, 7 & 10 p.m.

IPL: Star Sports 1 & JioHotstar, 7.30 p.m.
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Indian women beat Lebanon,
punch quarterfinal ticket

A goalless draw between the Philippines and Taiwan ensures the Young Tigresses advance as

one of the two best third-placed teams; the side enters the knockout round for the first time

U-17 ASIAN CUP

Press Trust of India
SUZHOU (CHINA)

ndia scripted history
lby qualifying for the

quarterfinals of the
AFC Under-17 Women’s
Asian Cup for the first time
with a commanding 4-0
victory against Lebanon in
the final Group-B fixture
on Friday.

India’s entry into the
last-eight stage was con-
firmed after the Philip-
pines and Taiwan failed to
win their final head-to-
head Group-C match by a
margin of 12 goals or more.

Pritika Barman (7, 85),
Alva Devi Senjam (36) and
Joya (72) had earlier put In-
dia on the verge of qualifi-
cation with their strikes at

v
Reaching the semifinals would
guarantee India a spot in the
2026 FIFA u-17 Women’s World
Cup

the Suzhou Taihu Football
Sports Centre.

In the end, the emphatic
win helped India reach the
quarterfinals as one of the
tournament’s two best
third-placed teams.

Reaching the semifinals
of this tournament would
guarantee India a spot in
the 2026 FIFA u-17 Wo-
men’s WC. India, which
made only one change
from its last game, with
Anushka Kumari replacing
Pearl Fernandes, played
with intent to win.

The result: India 4 (Pritika
Barman 7, 85, Alva Devi Senjam
36, Joya 72) bt Lebanon 0.

& Fia
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Making the grade: India reaped the benefits of playing with intent.

Global Chess League
to remain in India

Sports Bureau

The Global Chess League
(GCL) will stay home for
another season. The fourth
edition of the league, a
joint venture of Tech Ma-
hindra and world chess go-
verning body FIDE, will be
held later this year.

The third season was
conducted in Mumbai last
December, with The Royal
Opera House being the ve-
nue. It was the first time
the league, featuring most
of the world’s top players,
was staged in India — the
first two editions were held
in Dubai and London. The
event in Mumbai attracted
a good crowd on all days.

Grandmaster ~ Pravin
Thipsay, who was the
coach of last year’s cham-
pion Alpine SG Pipers,
backed the decision to
hold the GCL in India
again. “The league could
go to another city this
year,” Thipsay told The
Hindu. “I think it will be

nice to have it in Chennai,
the capital of Indian
chess.”

The GCL commissioner
Gaurav Rakshit said that In-
dia’s passion for the game
and the rapidly growing
chess ecosystem had made
it a natural destination for
the league. “The GCL has
played a pivotal role in
transforming chess into a
more dynamic and specta-
tor-friendly sport,” Rakshit
said. “We look forward to
another exciting season
that brings together the
world’s best players and a
global fanbase.”

The FIDE president Ar-
kady Dvorkovich said that
the league had injected
new energy into the sport
by combining world-class
competition with an engag-
ing team format. “India
continues to play a defin-
ing role in the global
growth of chess, both
through its exceptional ta-
lent and the passion of its
fans,” Dvorkovich said.

AIFF condoles demise of former
India midfielder Mohan Singh

ANI
NEW DELHI

The All India Football Fed-
eration condoled the death
of former India midfielder
Mohan Singh, who passed
away on Thursday.

A skilful midfielder of
his generation, Mohan re-
presented India at the in-
ternational level in the ear-
ly 1970s.

He made his senior na-
tional team debut against
Burma on March 22, 1972,
in Rangoon during the pre-
Olympic tournament.

He went on to earn
three caps for the national
team, all during the 1972
pre-Olympic campaign, ac-
cording to a press release
from AIFF.

AIFF president Kalyan
Chaubey said, “Mohan
Singh was a gifted midfiel-
der who served Indian
football with distinction
during his playing days.”

At the domestic level,
Mohan represented Bengal
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High point: Mohan receives the Player-of-the-Match award from
the then Chief of Army Staff General S.H.F.J. Manekshaw after the
1972 Durand Cup final. X@INDIANFOOTBALL

in the Santosh Trophy in
1972 and played a key role
in the team’s successful
campaign.

At club level, Mohan en-
joyed successful spells with
East Bengal and Mohun Ba-
gan. With East Bengal,
whom he represented in
1972 and 1975, Mohan
scored 11 goals across com-
petitions.

During his time with the
Red and Gold brigade, he

won the Calcutta Football
League (1972, 1975), IFA
Shield (1972, 1975), Durand
Cup (1972), Rovers Cup
(1972, 1975), and the Bor-
doloi Trophy (1972).

He later turned out for
Bagan in 1973 and 1974,
scoring three goals and
winning the Durand Cup in
1974.

Mohan also represented
Mohammedan Sporting
Club in 1976.

Gukesh beats Caruana in
final round of rapid event

Press Trust of India
WARSAW

World champion D. Gu-
kesh defeated American
Grandmaster Fabiano Ca-
ruana in the ninth and final
round to be tied fourth in
the Super Rapid and Blitz
Tournament’s rapid com-
petition here.

Eighteen more rounds
are to come in the blitz sec-
tion that follows the rapid
event.

Gukesh started the final
day of the rapid section
with a loss to French
Grandmaster Maxime Va-
chier-Lagrave before draw-
ing with Vladimir Fedoseev
of Slovenia.

Wild card American
Hans Moke Niemann
proved his detractors
wrong by emerging as the
surprise winner of this sec-
tion with 13 points. Wesley
So was second on 12 ahead
of Fedoseev on 11.

“My rapid event was in-

Deep in thought: Gukesh made the most of a 38th move error by
Caruana to push for a win.

consistent. I was playing
well, but I missed a few
chances. There were also
games where I was in trou-
ble and managed to save.
The tournament could
have been better,” Gukesh
told ‘Saint Louis Chess
Club’.

Gukesh, Caruana and
Duda Jan-Krzystzof of Po-
land tied for the fourth
spot on nine points apiece
and the main battle is likely
to be between these six

players once the blitz com-
petition begins.

“In blitz, all you have to
do is play fast and pray.
That’s going to be my stra-
tegy,” he said.

The results (round 9): D.
Gukesh (9) bt Fabiano Caruana
(9); Radoslav Wojtaszek (5) drew
with Hans Moke Niemann (13);
Vladimir Fedoseev (11) bt Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave (8); Javokhir
Sindarov (8) drew with Firoujza
Alireza (6); Duda Jan-Krzystzof (9)
drew with Wesley So (12).

Villa thumps Forest,

Associated Press
BIRMINGHAM

John McGinn scored a
brace as Aston Villa routed
Nottingham Forest 4-0 in
the Europa League on
Thursday to reach its first
major European final in 44
years.

McGinn’s  second-half
goals were almost identical
left-footed shots from the
edge of the 18-yard area
and capped a dominant
display in the second leg of
the all-English semifinal at
Villa Park. Villa won 4-1 on

aggregate and will next
face German club Frei-
burg, which beat 10-man
Braga 3-1 to advance with a
4-3 result.

It is Villa’s first major Eu-
ropean title decider since it
defeated Bayern Munich in
the European Cup way
back in 1982.

On Thursday, Emiliano
Buendia was involved in
the opening two goals. The
creative midfielder left be-
hind several defenders on
the left side of the area and
sent a low cross for Ollie
Watkins to tap in. The Ar-
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Perfect finish: McGinn scores Villa’s fourth goal. REUTERS

gentine added the second
goal from the penalty spot
before McGinn completed
the rout.

In the other last-four
clash, Freiburg overturned
a 1-2 deficit from the first
leg. Mario Dorgeles, who

scored the winner for Bra-
ga in Portugal last week,
was shown a straight red
card in the seventh minute
after fouling Jan-Niklas
Beste, who would have had
only goalkeeper Lukas
Hornicek to beat.

In the third-tier Confe-
rence League, Crystal Pa-
lace made its first Euro-
pean final by beating
Shakhtar Donetsk 2-1in the
second leg and 5-2 on ag-
gregate. Palace will play
Rayo Vallecano after the
LaLiga team got the better
of Strasbourg 1-0 on Thurs-

sets up Europa League final with Freiburg

day and 2-0 overall.

The results: Semifinals:
Europa League: Aston Villa 4
(Watkins 36, Buendia 58-pen,
McGinn 77, 80) bt Nottingham
Forest 0 (Villawon 4-1 on
aggregate).

Freiburg 3 (Kubler 19, 72,
Manzambi 41) bt Braga 1 (Victor
79) (Freiburg won 4-3 on
aggregate).

Conference League: Strasbourg
0 lost to Rayo Vallecano 1
(Alemao 42) (Rayo won 2-0 on
aggregate).

Crystal Palace 2 (Pedrinho 25-og,
Sarr 52) bt Shakhtar Donetsk 1
(Eguinaldo 34) (Palace won 5-2
on aggregate).

SNAPSHOTS

Odisha downs SC Delhi
NEW DELHI: Odisha FC beat
Sporting Club Delhi 2-1in
an ISL fixture at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium
on Friday. After 11 games
each, Delhi and Odisha are
10th and 11th on the table
with 10 points each. The
Delhi outfit has a better
goal difference.

The result: Sporting Club Delhi 1
(Babovic 74-pen) lost to Odisha
FC 2 (Suhair 4, Mafela 13).

Bharadwaj and Manisha
best among Indians
after day one

ALMATY: Shapath
Bharadwaj hit two perfect
series and followed it up
with 21 shots in the third

series to end day one of
the men’s trap event with
a total of 71 hits from 75 in
the ISSF World Cup for
Shotgun here on Friday.
Manisha Keer, with a score
of 69, was the best-placed
Indian women in her trap
event.

Vivaan Kapoor also shot a
perfect 25 in his second
series, after starting with
22 and finishing with 23
shots in the third.

Ahvar Rizvi, shot 23, 22
and 23 to finish day one on
68 at the Asanov Shooting
Club.

Udaivir Singh Jaijee and Ali
Aman Elahi, competing
for ranking points, scored
71 and 66 respectively.

Manisha began with two
consecutive series of 24
before finishing with a
total score of 69 after
hitting 21 in the third. She
is currently in 17th
position.

National champion Neeru
Dhanda hit 23, 23 and 22
to finish the day in 21st
place with a score of 68.
Pragati Dubey shot 65 (18,
23, 24) to be placed 35th.
Competing for ranking
points, Varsha Varman
(20, 20, 21) shot a score of
61 while Vidhi Singh (18,
21, 23) hit 62 targets.

The last 50 targets and the
finals of both men’s and
women’s events will be
held on Saturday.

Excellent Lass expected to score

BENGALURU: Excellent Lass, who
has been well prepared, is expec-
ted to score in the Kunigal Stud
Trophy (1,200m), the main event
of the races to be held here on Sat-
urday (May 9).

False rails (width about 5.5m from
1,600m to the winning post) will
be in position.

CHANTILLE PLATE (1,500m),

rated 20 to 45, 3.00 p.m.: 1.
Star Of India (8) Neergj 61, 2. Alam-
gir (5) Pavan 60.5, 3. IL Volo (7) M.
Rajesh K 57, 4. The Golden Dream
(4) Kiran Rai 56.5, 5. Pledge (3) Ak-
shay K 56, 6. Assurances (2) Suraj
55.5, 7. Turkoman (1) Rushal G.A
54 and 8. Fiery Lexi (6) G. Vivek
52.5.
1. PLEDGE, 2. STAR OF INDIA, 3.
ALAMGIR

RABINDRANATH TAGORE JAY-

ANTI TROPHY (1,300m), rated
40 to 65, 3.30: 1. Rodney (1) Pavan
61.5, 2. Invincible (2) M. Rajesh K
57, 3. Circle Of Dreams (3) Akshay
K 56, 4. Sassy Sarah (5) Trevor
55.5, 5. Thessalian (4) Mukesh K
55.5, 6. Kiss Of Grey (6) Yash 55, 7.
Splendid Dream (7) Shreyas S 53

and 8. Waitara (8) Neeraj 51.5.
1. CIRCLE OF DREAMS, 2. RODNEY,
3. WAITARA

DUPONT PLATE (1,200m),

rated 00 to 25, 4.00: 1. Husan-
ara (4) Darshan 62.5, 2. Annabelle
(6) Aleemuddin 61, 3. Lucero (7)
Jagadeesh 61, 4. Razzmatazz (8) S.
Sachin 61, 5. White Secret (12) A.
Ramu 61, 6. Jalwa (1) Asirvatham
60, 7. Whitney (9) Rayan 60, 8.
Meghann (11) Laxman S 59.5, 9.
Femme Fatale (5) Kiran Rai 59, 10.
Striking Arrow (3) Vaibhav 59, 11.
Princess Jasmine (2) Suhas K 58
and 12. Lorven’s Glory (10) M.
Rajesh K 54.5.
1. ANNABELLE, 2. RAZZMATAZZ, 3.
HUSANARA

KUNIGAL STUD TROPHY

(1,200m), rated 80 & above,
4.30: 1. Ricardo (1) Aleemuddin
61.5, 2. Mandarino (5) Pavan 59, 3.
Star Glory (4) M. Prabhakaran 55,
4. Kalamitsi (3) Trevor 54.5, 5. Ex-
cellent Lass (6) Yash 53 and 6.
Never Give In (2) Antony 53.
1. EXCELLENT LASS, 2. KALAMITSI

5 DEAN STEPHENS MEMORIAL
TROPHY (1,400m), maiden 3-

y-o only, (Terms), 5.00: 1. Atman
(5) G. Vivek 56, 2. Bartolino (8)
Pavan 56, 3. Conquistador (7) Dar-
shan 56, 4. Duke Of Buckingham
(6) Vaibhav 56, 5. Siege Storm (1)
Akshay K 56, 6. The Archer (4)
Trevor 56, 7. Ashwa New York (3)
Yash 54.5 and 8. Royal Legacy (2)
Neeraj 54.5.

1. THE ARCHER, 2. SIEGE STORM,
3. BARTOLINO

AZHAR PLATE (1,200m),
rated 20 to 45, 5-y-0 & over,
5.30: 1. Final Call (9) Trevor 60, 2.
Ebotse (5) Aleemuddin 59, 3.
Flash (1) Md. Ashraf Reza 59, 4.
Super Kind (7) Neeraj 59, 5.
Chisox (10) A. Hangal 56, 6. Sunlit
Path (4) Darshan 55, 7. LG’s Star
(8) G. Vivek 54, 8. Roadrunner (2)
Laxman S 54, 9. Superhero (3) Ar-
shad 52.5 and 10. Michiko (6) M.
Rajesh K 50.5.
1. FINAL CALL, 2. LG’S STAR, 3.
SUNLIT PATH
Day’s best: FINAL CALL
Double: CIRCLE OF DREAMS — EX-
CELLENT LASS
Jkt: 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6; Mini Jkt: 3, 4, 5
and 6; Tr (i): 1, 2 and 3; (ii): 4, 5
and 6.
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