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Somnath is a symbol of India’s indomitable civilisation.
75 years ago, the resolve of the Iron Man Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, paved the way for the modern
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Even after facing destructive attacks for over 1000 years, Somnath continues
revival of Somnath. Today, under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi,
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to stand tall as an embodiment of our pride and courage.
this sacred land proudly heralds India’s cultural renaissance.

Be a witness to this golden occasion

Key Activities \ 2l
= Kalash Yatra e

= Bhajan Sandhya 4
= Chanting of the Omkar Mantra =5

= Mantra Writing in the Somnath Booklet ;\
= Narration of Stories Associated with Somnath N \
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o Shri Somnath Temple Complex, Prabhas Patan | 8th —11th May 2026
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Somnath is that song of hope which teaches us that the power of creation is far greater
than the power of destruction y _ - Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi (Chairman, Shri Somnath Trust)

Scan here

To contribute towards enriching the glorious
1000-year legacy of Somnath.
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Israeli airstrikes
kill 5in Lebanon
as Hezbollah
firesbacks

Associated Press
Beirut, May 8

ISRAELI AIRSTRIKES on
southern Lebanon Kkilled at
least five people Friday, while
Hezbollah fired rockets on
northern Israel without in in-
flicting any casualties.

The Health Ministry in Leba-
non said that an Israeli airstrike
onthe southern village of Toura
near the port city of Tyre killed
four people and wounded eight.
Lebanon’s state-run National
News Agency report another air-
strike near the southeastern vil-
lage of Kfar Chouba, saying it
killed a paramedic with the Le-
banese Civil Defence.

The strikes came hours after
the Israeli army’s Arabic-lan-
guage spokesperson issued an
evacuation warning to the resi-
dentsof sixvillagesin Tyre prov-
ince, including Toura.

In the early afternoon, Hez-
bollah fired asalvo of rockets to-
ward northernIsrael. The Israeli
military said it shot down one
rocket while the did not
inflict casualties.

Thelatest exchange between
Israel and Hezbollah, despite a
ceasefire that has been in place
since April 17, came two days
after the first Israeli airstrike on
Beirut’s southern suburbs since
the ceasefire went into effect.

TEHRAN SAYS U.S. VIOLATED THE CEASEFIRE AND ITRETURNED FIRE

US awaits Iranresponse to peace
proposal as Gulf fighting flares up

UAE: Air defences
engaged Iranian
drones, missiles

Reuters
Washington, May 8

THE UNITED States said it ex-
pected an Iranian response as
soon as later on Friday to its la-
test proposal to end the war in
the Gulf, even asUS and Iranian
forces traded fire in the region
and the United Arab Emirates
came under renewed attack.

Recent days have seen the
biggest flare-ups in fighting in
and around the Strait of Hormuz
since a ceasefire began a month
ago, despite signals from Wash-
ington and Tehran that they
were closer than ever to adeal.

“We should know some-
thing today,” US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio told re-
portersin Rome.

“We're expecting aresponse
from them... The hope is it's
something that can put us into
a serious process of negoti-
ation.” Iran's foreign ministry
spokesperson said Tehran was
still weighing its response.

A screen grab of the Iranian navy firing a missile, at an unknown location, on Friday. REUTERS

Sporadicclashesbetween Ira-
nian forces and US vessels were
taking place in the Strait of Hor-
muz on Friday, Iran's semi-offi-
cial Fars news agency reported.
The Tasnim news agency later
cited an Iranian military source
sayingthesituation had calmed,
but warning more clashes were
possible “if Americans try to
enter the Gulf again and cause
trouble for Iranian vessels™.

The US military said it
struck two Iran-linked vessels

attempting to enter an Iranian
port, with aUS fighter jet hitting
their smokestacks and forcing
them to turn back.

Iran haslargely blocked non-
Iranian shipping through the
strait since the war began, while
the US last month imposed a
blockade on Iranian vessels.

Oil prices rose, with Brent
crude futures above $101 a bar-
rel, though still down more
than 6% for the week, as traders
weighed clashes against reports

of diplomatic progress.
President Donald Trump
said on Thursday the ceasefire
was still holding despite the
flare-ups. Washington is await-
ing Tehran's response to a US
proposal that would formally
end the war before talks on more
contentious issues, including
Iran's nuclear programme.
Trump said three US Navy
destroyers were attacked as
they moved through the strait,
and the US military fired back.

“Three World Class Ameri-
can Destroyers just transited,
very successfully, out of the
Strait of Hormuz, under fire.
There was no damage done to
the three Destroyers, but great
damage done to the Iranian at-
tackers,” Trump wrote on Truth
Social. He later played down
the exchange. “They trifled
with us today. We blew them
away,” Trump told reporters in
Washington.

Iran accused the US of
breaching the ceasefire, which
had largely held since it was an-
nounced on April 7 but has
come under strain this
week after Trump announced -
and then paused - a naval
mission to reopen the strait.

“Every time a diplomatic
solutionisonthetable, the U.S.
opts for a reckless military ad-
venture,” Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchisaid on Friday.

Iran'stopjoint military com-
mand said US forcestargeted an
Iranian oil tanker and another
ship, and carried out air attacks
on civilian areas on Qeshm Is-
land in the strait and nearby
coastal areas. It said forces re-
sponded by attacking US mili-
tary vessels east of the strait and
south of the port of Chabahar.

Starmer vows to fight on after Labour party loses local polls

Reuters
London, May 8

BRITISH PRIME Minister Keir
Starmer vowed on Friday to
stay in office to “deliver
change” after his Labour Party
suffered heavylossesin English
local elections and parliamen-
tary votes in Scotland and
Wales, deepening doubts over
his ability to govern.

Just under two years after
winning a landslide national
election, Starmer saw voters
punish his Labour government,
with support evaporating even
inits traditional strongholds in
former industrial regions in
central and northern England

and in Wales.

The main beneficiary was
the populist Reform UK party of
Brexit campaigner Nigel Farage,
which gained more than 700
council seats in England, and
could form the main opposition
in Scotland and Wales to the
pro-independence Scottish Na-
tional Party and Plaid Cymuru.

Early results underscored
the fracturing of Britain's tradi-
tional two-party system, with
the once-dominant Labour and
Conservative parties losing
votes not only to Reform, butto
theleft-wing Green Party at the
other end of the political spec-
trum, and to nationalists in
Scotland and Wales.

Russia, Ukraine fight on
despite truce as Moscow
readies for WW2 parade

Reuters
Moscow, May 8

RUSSIA AND Ukraine accused
each other on Friday of violat-
ing ceasefires that each has sep-
arately declared, as Moscow
prepares to hold its annual
World War Two victory parade
under tight security.

Four years since the 2022
Russian invasion of Ukraine,
the two sides are still pummel-
ling each other with missiles,
drones and artillery, with no
end to the war in sight.

President Vladimir Putin
hasunilaterally declared a two-
day ceasefire on Friday and Sat-
urday to cover the celebrations
of the Soviet Union's victory
over Nazi Germany - Russia's
most revered national holiday.

Kyiv responded that a
ceasefire just for the holiday
was inappropriate and called
instead for an indefinite truce
tobegin two days earlier, which

Russian cadets walk past police
guarding Manezhnaya Square
in Moscow on Friday. ap

Moscow ignored.

The Russian Defence Minis-
try said 264 Ukrainian drones
had been downed on Friday,
while Moscow Mayor Sergei So-
byanin said the capital had
been targeted and officials said
the Urals region of Perm had
been attacked with drones.

Ukraine said it had struck a
Russian oil refinery in Perm for
the second day running, and
hit another oil facility in the city
of Yaroslavl.

British PM Keir Starmer

Despite the losses, Starmer's
allies signalled their support for
aman whose popularity ratings
have sunk to among the worst
for any British leader.

“I am not going to walk
away,” Starmer told reportersin
Ealing, west London, a rare
bright spot where Labour re-

EXPLAINED

Farage surges,
Starmer stumbles

Labour’slocal election
losses weaken Starmer’s au-
thority and sharpen doubts
over his grip on power, while
Reform UK’s gains
strengthen Nigel Farage’s
bid to reshape British pol-
itics. Theresultssuggesta
fractured two-party system,
with both men emerging as
figuresinthebattle ahead.

tained control of the council.

To Labour activists, he
showed a moment of contrition
when he said he took full re-
sponsibility for the losses and
admitted his government had
made some “unnecessary mis-
takes” including failing to offer
hope to Britain when the party
took power.

But he argued voters were
more frustrated with the pace
of change than with his govern-
ment, and vowed to set out “the
steps that we will take to deliver
the change that they want and
that they deserve”.

In what seemed to be a nod
to the latest government reset,
Starmer said he would double

‘Spain readies for evacuations as

Hantavirus-hit ship nears coast

Associated Press
Madrid, May 8

SPANISH AUTHORITIES on
Friday were preparingtoreceive
more than 140 passengers and
crew members on board a han-
tavirus-stricken cruise ship
headed for the Canary Islands,
where health officials have said
they will perform evacuations.
The vessel is expected to ar-
rive Sunday at the Spanish is-
land of Tenerife, off the coast of
West Africa, and passengers will
be taken to a “completely iso-
lated, cordoned-off area,” said
the head of Spain’s emergency
services, Virginia Barcones.
While three people have
died since the outbreak, and
five passengers who left the ship
are known to be infected with
hantavirus, cruise operator
Oceanwide Expeditions said
Thursday there were no people
with symptoms of a possible in-
fection on board the Dutch-
flagged ship, the MV Hondius.
On Friday, the WHO said a
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flight attendant on a plane
briefly boarded by an infected
cruise passenger tested negative.

APRIL 6:First passenger,
- a70-year-old man, fallsill.

Her possible infection had raised
concerns about the virus’s po-
tential transmissibility:.

down on efforts to tackle a cost-
of-living crisis compounded by
conflicts in Ukraine and Iran.
But even for Starmer, there
was no denying the scale of the
losses for Labour in elections
for 136 local councils in Eng-
land, and the devolved parlia-
ments in Scotland and Wales -
the most significant test of pub-
licopinion before the next gen-
eral election due in 2029.
While an immediate chal-
lenge to his leadership looked
increasingly unlikely, some La-
bour lawmakers called on
Starmer to speak more to the
party to find away forward, one
which might need to include a
timetable for his departure.

Policefree 2 after
hostage alarm at
German bank but
findno

Associated Press
Berlin, May 8

POLICE IN Germany entered a
bank in a small German town
Friday and rescued two people
from alocked room, hours after
officers were called to respond
to a hostage situation.

Regional police said they
were alerted to the situation at
the Volksbank branch in Sinzig,
in the Rhine valley near Kob-
lenz, at about 9 am local time.

They said they believed
there were “several perpetra-
tors and hostages” in the bank
and the driver of an armoured
van was a hostage.

Police said special forces en-
tered the bank and freed two
people unhurt from a locked
room. They said that the perpe-
trator or perpetrators appeared
to have left immediately after
locking the two people into the
vault, but it wasn't clear how
that happened.

* BRIEFLY

UNITED KINGDOM

David Attenborough, ‘voice for
nature programmes, turns 100

= T

BRITAIN’S DAVID Attenborough,
who has for decades been the
world's most authoritative voice on
the natural world and whose docu-
mentaries have been watched by
hundreds of millions, will on Friday
celebrate his100th birthday.

After more than 70 years of film-

}|  making, Attenborough's instantly
recognisable voice is synonymous

with the story of nature. He is still at

David Attenborough,
after aninvestiture
ceremony, at Windsor

the vanguard of efforts to protect
the environment and has produced
some of his most impactful workin

CastleonJune8,2022. recentyears. REUTERS
SOUTHAFRICA NIGERIA

Top Courtrevives Militant attack
impeachmentbid onarmybase
againstPresident Kills 3 soldiers
SOUTH AFRICA'S highest FIGHTERS suspected of
court on Friday revived im- being members of Islamic
peachment proceedings State West Africa Province

against President Cyril Ra-
maphosaoverascandalin
which alarge amount of for-
eign currency was stolen
frominside asofain his
farmhousein 2020.1In 2022
Ramaphosa's political party
blocked animpeachment
committee from beingset
upto further investigate the
incident. REUTERS

attacked aNigerian army
baseinthe northeastern
town of Magumeri, killing at
least three soldiers and
woundingthe commanding
officer, security sources and
the military said. A military
source said that three
soldiers were Kkilled and the
commanding officer was
severely wounded. REUTERS

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

PAKISTAN

6 killed, 13 hurt
in mortar strike
oncivilian area

AT LEAST six people were
killed and 13 others injured
when a mortar shell
explodedinacivilian area
in Pakistan's northwestern
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince, police said. The inci-
dent took place in the Dur-
rani Banda area of Hangu
district when police were
engaged in anoperation
against the terrorists who
fired mortar shells that
landed inthecivilian area
on Thursday, police said. PTI

NEPAL

Hundreds of
squatters protest
demolition drive

HUNDREDS OF landless
squatters on Friday staged a
demonstration protesting
the Balendra Shah govern-
ment's recent move to bull-
doze their structuresin
various parts of the country,
including in Kathmandu.
More than 3,500 structures
have been demolished by
the federal governmentin
Kathmandu and hundreds
of other settlements since
last month in different dis-
tricts outside the capital.PTI

Pentagon begins release of
UFOfiles, says public can
draw its own conclusions

Associated Press
Washington, May 8

THE PENTAGON hasbegunre-
leasing new files on UFOs, say-
ing members of the public can
draw own conclusions on “un-
identified anomalous phenom-
ena” like an object that a drone
pilot says shone abrightlightin
the sky and then vanished.

It said in a post on X on Fri-
day that while past administra-
tions sought to discredit or dis-
suade the American people,
President Donald Trump “is fo-
cused on providing maximum
transparency to the public, who
can ultimately make up their
own minds about the informa-
tion contained in these files.” It
said additional documents will
be released on a rolling basis.

A newly unveiled website
housing the documents on un-
identified anomalous phenom-
ena, or UAPs, has a decidedly
retro feel, with black-and-white
military imagery of flying ob-

AnFBIdocument
details adronepilot’s
2023 reportofa
bright, linear object
withunusual bands
of lightinthesky

jectsdisplayed prominently on
the page, with statements dis-
played in typewriter-like font.

The first release includes 162
files, such as old State Depart-
ment cables, FBI documents
and transcripts from NASA of
crewed flights into space.

Onedocumentdetailsan FBI
interview with someone ident-
ified asadrone pilot who, in Sep-
tember 2023, reported seeing a
“linear object” with alight bright
enoughto “seebandswithinthe
light” in the sky. “The object was
visible for five toten secondsand
then the light went out and the
object vanished,” according to
the FBI interview.

e A SPREE OF THEFTS LAST SUMMER HEIGHTENED ALARM IN FRANCE OVER PROTECTION OF CULTURAL AND RURAL HERITAGE

A French couple, 29 churches, and a three-month burglary spree across France

Catherine Porter
& Ana Castelain
Burelle, May 8

THE VILLAGERS of Burelles
transformed their church intoa
fortress several centuries ago, se-
curing it with adefensive wall, a
safe room and arrow slits to pro-
tect them from marauding
troops. All those defences did
nothing to stop a pair of thieves
who ransacked a Roman Cath-
olicchurch at some point before
7 pmone Sunday in late July.
They smashed the donation
box, broke through the wooden
sacristy door and grabbed com-
munion plates, two vials used
atbaptisms and an ornate brass
frame known as a monstrance,

which is used to display bread
during communion services.
That same day, the same
thieves stole a chalice from the
church in Vervins, the next vil-
lage up the road in northern
France. The next day, they
struck the church in another
nearby village, Marle, breaking
open its tabernacle and stealing
another elaborate chalice.
These were just three of the
29 churches across northern
France that, a court ruled, were
targeted last summer by Raph-
aél Hourdeaux, 35, and, in all
but one case, his romantic
partner, Tony Paupiere, 30. The
couple, who admitted to most
of the accusations, hit up one
church twice, five weeks apart.

Their extraordinary three-
month spree heightened a
wider sense of alarm in France
that the country may be unable
to protect its cultural heritage.
It occurred during a rash of se-
curity lapses at museums,
churches and galleries — in
Paris, in other cities and in the
remote countryside.

The most audacious heist
came last October when another
group of thieves breached the
Louvre museumindaylightand
made off with crown jewels
worth more than $100 million.

In other cases last fall,
thieves stole dishes worth $11
million from a museum in Li-
moges, the heart of French
porcelain making. Then three

The tabernacle in the church of Chamouille, France, which was
burgled last summer. nyT

men were found guilty of bur-
gling some 40 churches in less
than four months in the south-
west of the country. And

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

thieves broke into a small mu-
seum in southern France, steal-
ing roughly 100 crosses.

In general, the thefts have

provoked debates about sparse
budgets and outdated security
infrastructure. Burglaries at re-
mote churches have also kicked
at awound in what the French
call “deep France” — lonely
parts of the countryside where
villagers feel abandoned by so-
ciety, the state and the times.
Burelles’ church, St. Martin,
has become even more impor-
tanttothevillage’sidentity since
the only inn shut down and the
last cafe closed. Local volunteers
tend toit, allowing the church to
remain open longer than most,
and the village hosts regular
concerts there. “The church is
the heart of the village. It’s our
pride,” said Damien Yverneau,
the village mayor. “We have no-

thing left beyond that.”

To deter thefts from
churches, the police increased
patrols.

Yet with some 800 churches
in the surrounding region of
Aisne, there is a limit to how
much ground they can cover.

Most of these churches
open sparingly, for funerals or
baptisms. They typically hold
regular Mass only a few times a
year: A priest sometimes over-
sees as many as 50 churches.

That means days may have
passed before some church bur-
glaries were discovered, making
it hard to figure out timing and
track down witnesses, said
Fanny Anor, the prefect of Aisne,
who oversees the local police.

The couple planned week-
end trips around the burglaries,
in one case driving their 2008
Peugeot to a spa near a church
they targeted, prosecutors said
during the trial.

Accordingto prosecutors, the
duosold someitemstoalocal an-
tique dealer, who was later con-
victed of handling stolen goods.
Others they melted down and
sold as metal to a buyer in Paris.
They kept many others.

The thieves’ method was
often shockingly simple. After
selecting a church to burgle,
they typically looked online to
check whether it was closed
and then used a crow bar to
break in, the prosecution said
during the trial. NYT
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PRIME MINISTER MODI, CMs OF NDA STATES SET TO ATTEND SWEARING-IN CEREMONY IN KOLKATA

Suvendu takes oath as West Bengal CM

First BJP
govtin West
Bengal likely F*
to have two
Deputy CMs

Atri Mitra & Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, May 8

HOURS AFTER being unani-
mously elected the leader of the
BJP Legislature Party on Friday,
West Bengal Chief Minister-
elect Suvendu Adhikari met
Governor R N Ravi and staked
claim to form the first BJP gov-
ernment in the state.

Adhikari will take the oath
of office at the Brigade Parade
Ground on Saturday morning,
most likely along with two Dep-
uty CMs, said sourcesinthe Raj
Bhavan. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and the CMs of sev-
eral NDA-ruled states are
scheduled to attend the cer-
emony.

Hours earlier, senior BJP
leader and former state unit
president Dilip Ghosh pro-
posed Adhikari’s name during
the Legislature Party meeting,
saying he was the face of the
BJP’s expansion in Bengal and
the best placed to lead the gov-
ernment. After the proposal re-
ceived the unanimous support
of the MLLAs, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, the party’s cen-
tral observer, announced Adhi-
kari’s election asthe Legislature
Party leader.

“After a100-yearideological
journey, the BJP is in power
everywhere from Gangotri to
Gangasagar,” Shah told party
MLAs and workers after the
meeting. “When I had just be-
comethe BJP presidentin 2014,
our current state president
Samik Bhattacharya opened
our account by winning a by-
election (in Basirhat Dakshin).
In 2016, we had 3 seats. In 2021,
we had 77, and now in 2026, we
have 207 seats, and we are
goingtogetaCM.”

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Happening
today

OTHE61stINTERNATIONAL Art
Exhibition of the Venice Biennale
officially opensto the public.
India has returned to the
Biennale after seven years.
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Suvendu Adhikari after the
BJP Legislature Party meeting in Kolkata on Friday. pARTHA PAUL

Decisive leader with

street cred: Why BJP
chose Suvendu as CM

Ravik Bhattacharya
& Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 8

THE BJP’S decision to appoint
Suvendu Adhikari as the West
Bengal CM flows from aneed to
have adecisiveleader at
the helm who can steer
the new government as
it goes about fulfilling
the primary promises it
made in its manifesto
about stopping the entry of un-
documented immigrants from
across the Bangladesh border
and implementing the Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC), among
other things.

Setting the tone, Union

| D

Home Minister Amit Shah, who
was the central observer at the
meeting of the BJP Legislature
Party on Friday, said, “Now in-
filtration and cow smuggling
will become impossible in West
Bengal.” In Bengal, one of the
BJP’s main planks has
beeninfiltration and the
accompanying demo-
P graphic changes.
Adhikari has govern-
ance experience — hav-
ing been a minister in the sec-
ond Trinamool Congress (TMC)
government — and can deal
with administrative issues with
astrong hand.
By appointing Adhikari, the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

today, Vijay still short of majorityin'T

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,

Vijay moves closer with CPI(M),
CPI support all eyes on VCK now

TVK chief goes
to RajBhavan
again, Saturday’s
swearing-in
called off as
arithmetic falters

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 8

WHAT SEEMED like a done
deal for Vijay’s TVK hit a speed
bump on Friday evening as
Tamil Nadu’s already volatile
government-formation drama
took another turn.

For much of the day, TVK
leaders and supporters be-
lieved the party had effectively
crossed the 118-seat majority
mark, with support from the
Congress, CPI, CPI(M), and the
expected backing of the VCK
and IUML. Firecrackers burst
outside Vijay’s Panayur resi-
dence, and party workers spoke
openly of a swearing-in cer-
emony on Saturday morning,.

Then the arithmetic began
towobble.

VCK chief Thirumavalavan,
who had publicly said his party
would follow the Left parties’
decision on supporting TVK,
had still not submitted a formal
letter of support to Governor
Rajendra Arlekar until Friday
night, leaving Vijay’s camp
technically short of a majority.

Sources in the Governor’s
office said Vijay had only 116
MLAsonrecord in the meeting
on Friday evening.

The delay triggered fresh
speculation across political
circles, where rumours were al-
ready moving faster than offi-
cial statements. Thirumaval-
avan reportedly held a series of
meetings through the night
and into Friday with TVK,

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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TVK chief Vijay meets Tamil Nadu Governor Rajendra Arlekar to stake
claim to form the government, at Raj Bhavan in Chennai, Friday. ani

DMK asks Speaker to
seat its MPs away from

Cong, Opp coordination

in House set to be hit

Manoj CG & Asad Rehman
New Delhi, May 8

THE FIRST ripples of the Con-
gress’s political realignment in
Tamil Nadu were felt on Friday
asthe DMK wrote to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, seeking a
change in the seating arrange-
ment of its MPs, saying it would
not be appropriate for its
members tosit alongside those
of the Congress.

A founding member of the
INDIA bloc, the DMK was the
Congress’s dependable and
steadfast ally in the fractious al-
liance so far. The bitter Congress-
DMK split will cast a shadow on
the INDIA bloc’s cohesion and
coordination in Parliament.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Freeze on petrol and diesel prices cost oil
marketing firms Rs 30,000 crore a month

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, May 8

STATE-OWNED oil marketing
companies (OMCs) Indian Oil,
Bharat Petroleum and Hindus-
tan Petroleum are estimated to
be piling up under-recoveries
— the difference between the
retail price and the import price
— of about Rs 30,000 crore a
month on petrol, diesel and
cookinggas, accordingto asen-
ior government official.

OMCs have been facing se-
vere stress as they have kept re-
tail prices of fuel products un-

changed despite a surge in glo-
bal prices amid the West Asia
crisis, said Sujata Sharma, Joint
Secretary, Petroleum Ministry.
Besides the three fuel products,
OMCsare also losing money on
sale of aviation turbine fuel, or
jetfuel, for domestic flights. Es-
timated losses on jet fuel sales
were notimmediately available.

With no plans to compen-
sate the OMCs for their losses
on sale of petrol, diesel, and jet
fuel below market prices,
sources said the comments on
ballooning under-recoveries
indicates a price hike is immi-

ECONOMY
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nent. The OMCs too have been
pushing for a price increased,
they said.

In the case of LPG, the gov-
ernment had stepped in to
cushion the impact on OMCsin
recent years, and such an inter-
vention can’t be ruled out even
this time around, sources indi-
cated.

Sharma said despite the
energy crisis due to the West
Asia war and the consequent
closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
fuels that directly impact the
common man have not seen a

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 |

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav posted
on X a photo of him with former
Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin

We are not the

ones who
abandon each other
in times of difficulty.”

AKHILESH YADAV, ON X
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2716 LAKH COULDN’T VOTE INBENGAL

Judge who quit

N SIRtribunalcleared

more voters than
ECaddedtorolls

Mismatch: Justice Sivagnanam, one
of 19 tribunals, cleared 1,717 appeals;
EC added only 1,607 names to rolls

Damini Nath
New Delhi, May 8

A DAY before polling ended in
West Bengal, data from the of-
fice of the Chief Electoral Officer
showed that as many as 1,607
appeals by people whose names
were deleted from the voter list,
as part of the controversial SIR
exercise, had been approved by
the Appellate Tribunals and
added backto the electoral roll.
The Indian Express has, how-
ever, learnt that just one of the
19 tribunals headed by Justice
(Retd) T S Sivagnanam had
cleared asmanyas1,717 appeals
between April 5 and April 27.
Since there are 18 more tribu-
nals, there are now questions
about the number of appeals
cleared by them, and how many
more persons could have been
added to the electoral rolls in
time to cast their votes.

TheIndian Expressreported
Friday that Justice Sivagnanam
resigned from the tribunal on
Thursday. When contacted by
The Indian Express, he said he
had done so due to personal
reasons.

Justice T S Sivagnanam quit
the tribunal Thursday

The Election Commission
did not respond to a request for
comment. West Bengal CEO
Manoj Agarwal could not be
reached for comment.

Itislearnt that Justice Sivag-
nanam, who had originally
been assigned some consti-
tuencies of North 24 Parganas
and Kolkata as per the EC’s
March 20 notification, dis-
posed of 1,777 appeals in total.
Ofthese, itislearnt he approved
all 1,717 appeals filed by citizens
against deletion. He rejected 60
appeals filed by the EC against
inclusions in Birbhum district,
the jurisdiction of which had
been given to him when the Su-
preme Court asked him to give

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TWO MEETINGS IN LAST 3 MONTHS

Ex-Army generals,
retired diplomats
break India-Pakice

Meetings in Qatar, another Asian
capital amid growing consensus
on the need for aback-channel

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, May 8

A YEAR after Operation Sin-
door, while there has been no
official contact with Pakistan,
former Army generals and re-
tired diplomats from both India
and Pakistan have met at least
twice in the last three months,
including once in Qatar and
another Asian capital, The In-
dian Express has learnt.

While these are not formal
“back-channels of communi-
cation,” thisisthefirstsuch en-
gagement since Operation Sin-
door amid a growing consensus
in official circles in favour of
opening such a track with Isla-
mabad and Rawalpindi.

It’s learnt that the need for
thishasbeen “escalated” to Na-

| tional Security Advisor Ajit Do-
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CHINA ADMITSIT
SUPPORTED PAK
IN CONFLICT WITH
INDIALAST YEAR

val’s office and the National Se-
curity Council Secretariat has
been made aware of the “will-
ingness” from Pakistan as well.
A political call is yet to be
taken in favour of a back-chan-
nel but one of the key reasons
behind thisrethink hasbeenthe
imperative to “manage” escala-
tion in case of another attack.
Sources said, as of now,
there is an absence of estab-
lished crisis-management
mechanisms between the two
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e LAHIRI KOMMARAVELLY (15) AND SURAGANI ESWA (16) FROM TELANGANA TO REPRESENT INDIA IN 29er TWO-PERSON BOAT FEEDER-CLASS YOUTH CATEGORY

Daughters of cook, daily wage Worker make waves, set to sail into Asian Games

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, May 8

ONE IS the daughter of a cook
from Siddipet who works at a
yacht club in Hyderabad; the
other’s mother, a widow, works
as a daily wager in a pickle fac-
tory in Suryapet. Breaking into
the elite sport of sailing, the two
girls — Lahiri Kommaravelly
(15) and Suragani
Eswa (16) — from Te-
langana are now
bound for the Asian
Games in Japan this Septem-
ber, in the 29er two-person boat
feeder-class youth category.
Lahiri’s mother, Kavitha,
struggled to make ends meet
during the Covid pandemic in

PAGE1 |
1 anchor ¢

2020. With her husband, a
barber, unable to earn a living,
a desperate Kavitha took the
risk of working in a local hospi-
tal’s housekeeping depart-
ment. But her family’s life
changed when the Hyderabad
Yacht Club hired her as a cook
and the club’s president, Su-
heim Shaikh, offered to train
her three daughters in sailing.
Shaikh, a former
IITian and entrepre-
neur, sailed for over
five decades, in-
heriting the generational privi-
lege, even as he realised that ac-
cess to the Hussain Sagar lake
watersin Hyderabad wasa pre-
serve of the elite. “Sailing was
an exotic, elite sport, and only

people with access to a club, or
Army/ Navy could sail. Iwent to
bureaucrats in Hyderabad and
told them that I would throw
sailing open to everybody,” he
says.

That’s how Project Naavika
waslaunched in 2015. “We only
train underprivileged children
from shanty towns, orphan-
ages, destitute and abandoned
families. We are meeting our
goal of pulling hundreds out of
poverty,” says Shaikh.

Over the last decade, 27
have found spotsin sports com-
panies and units across Navy
and Army sailing nodes.

Lahiri’s partner at a recent
exposure tour regatta at the Eu-
rocup at Garda Lake in Italy was

r B

Suragani Eswa, Lahiri Kommaravelly. SUHEIM SHAIKH/HYDERABAD YACHT CLUB

Suragani Eswa, from Chilukuru
village, whose life changed
after the death of her father, an
ambulance driver. Suragani
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was studying at the Mahatma
Jyothiba Phule Telangana
Backward Classes Welfare
school in Telangana’s Yadadri-

Bhuvanagiri district, from
where she was scouted out. Her
mother, Madhavi, works as a
daily wage labourer in a pickle
factory, earning Rs 300 per day,
and a monthly widow’s pen-
sion of Rs 2,000.

Only a year into sailing, but
chosen because she was good at
keeping the sails flat, not loo-
sening up while trimming, gyb-
ing and tacking, Suragani is
learning fast. “Earlier, my
mother was scared and didn’t
allow me. The first time we cap-
sized, I didn’t know what hap-
pened. ButlIlike sailing because
I'm getting good at it fast,” she
says.

It’s hard work, but the duo
aced the Mumbai trialslast De-

cember, despite capsizes, while
finding their way around the
trapeze chord that runs down
the sail.

While they adapted quickly
to international travel, Lahiri
and Suragani struggled with
the cold winds of northern
Italy, a stark contrast from the
39 degrees Celsius temperature
when they trained in India.

Back in Hyderabad, there
are similar stories emerging
from the yacht club. Rameeza
Bhanu, whose parents were
abandoned on the streets and
fell to alcohol addiction, was
forced to beg on the streets, be-
fore she fled and started to live
in parks and footpaths. Watch-
ingboats at Tank Bund, she was

drawn to sailing and joined up.

As talented as Lahiri is Ra-
vali Parandi, 19, whowason the
streets for two years before she
enlisted and wenton towinthe
prestigious Maj Gen Harry Ka-
poor Trophy at YAI Youth Na-
tionals in 2021. The Yacht Club
also funds their education and
helps them land jobs. Ravali
learnt German at Goethe-Zen-
trum.

Vadla Mallesh from Konda-
pur Kalan village went on be-
come an Agniveer, while Durga
Prasad of Rasoolpura left be-
hind sailors from tony neigh-
bourhoods to become the na-
tional U-17 champion and is
now serving in the Navy.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Police disperse the protesters in Patna, Friday. p1i

Police lathicharge
protesting teaching
aspirants in Patna;
Opp targets govt

Himanshu Harsh
Patna, May 8

POLICE ON Friday used force
to disperse candidates protest-
ing in Patna over the delay in
the release of the Bihar Public
Service Commission’s (BPSC)
fourth phase teacher recruit-
ment notification, triggering
sharp reactions from the Op-
position amid allegations of use
of excessive force.

The protest, aimed at seek-
ing the release of the Teacher
Recruitment Examination
(TRE)-4 advertisement, began
in the morning when a large
group of teachingjob aspirants
marched from Patna College
towards the BPSC office. Police
had erected barricadesnear J P
Golambar in Gandhi Maidan
police station area to stop the
procession.

Accordingto the protesters,
they were stopped for nearly
two hours from 11.30 am before
the situation escalated. Police
resorted to lathicharge after
some demonstrators allegedly
attempted to break the barri-
cades. Several students, includ-
ing women candidates, were
injured in the police action.

Dilip Kumar, a student
leader, accused the BPSC of re-
peatedly delaying the recruit-
ment process and “misleading”
aspirants. He claimed that
more than 13 lakh candidates
were awaiting the notification.

“The commission has been
giving new dates repeatedly for
issuing the advertisement. Ear-
lier, the examination controller
had said the notification would
be released on April 19 and ap-
plications would begin from
April 25 or 26. Even by May 8,
the advertisement has notbeen
issued. That is why we came to
protest today,” he said.

Police detained several
demonstrators and took them
away in vans as clashes broke
out with the protesters.

Later in the day, Patna Po-
lice said the procession turned
aggressive after reaching J P
Golambar. “The demonstrators
broke police barricading and
pushed policemen deployed on

law and order duty, in which
some police personnel, includ-
ing the Town DSP-2, sustained
injuries,” a statement from the
SSP's office said.

Police said repeated efforts
were made to persuade the
crowd, but “the mob became
uncontrollable and aggressive”,
after which “mild force was
used in a restrained and con-
trolled manner” to restore
order.

The incident triggered a
political storm, with Opposi-
tion parties accusing the NDA
government in Bihar of sup-
pressing unemployed youth
demanding jobs.

Leader of Opposition Te-
jashwi Yadav targeted the gov-
ernment, alleging that while
NDA leaders made their
children ministers without an
electoral process, unemployed
youth demandingrecruitment
were being “beaten with lathis™.
“Before the elections, NDA
leaders had promised that
TRE-4 vacancies would be re-
leased. Even six months after
the formation of the govern-
ment, the notification has not
been issued. Instead, youths
asking for vacancies are being
beaten,” he said in a post on X.

He alleged Bihar’s youth
would not forget what he de-
scribed asthe NDA’s “betrayal”.

Bihar Congress president
Rajesh Ram alleged that the po-
lice action reflected the “real
face” of the BJP-led administra-
tionin the state. The Bihar Con-
gress, in social media posts, ac-
cused the government of
rewarding “their sons with
ministerial posts” while “using
lathis against youths”.

Newly appointed Educa-
tion Minister Mithilesh Tiwari
sought to reassure the protest-
ing candidates, saying the gov-
ernment would work towards
resolving their concerns. “We
will sit with department offi-
cials and find solutions to the
problems. If there is a problem
today, the solution should also
come today. We will not post-
pone work for tomorrow,” Ti-
wari said after taking charge on
Friday.

SCslams delay in
Lakhimpur Kheri
trial as 72 witnesses
yet to be examined

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 8

THE SUPREME Court on Fri-
day conveyed its displeasure
over the pace of trial in the Lak-
himpur Kheri violence case in
which former Union minister
Ajay Mishra’s son, Ashish, has
been accused of running over
anti-farm law protestersin 2021,
and asked the trial court to take
steps to expedite the matter.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Surya Kant and Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi, which
perused a status report filed by
the Uttar Pradesh government,
noted that no witness had been
examined by the trial court for
about two months and that the
prosecution had given no rea-
sons for their non-production.

“We are disappointed to
note that so-called status report
doesn’t assign any reason for
non-production of witnesseson
previous dates. No witness ap-
pears to have been examined
for2months,” thebenchsaidin
its order. The court also asked
the trial court to “take lawful
measures to secure witness
presence”.

Appearing for Ashish, senior
advocate Siddharth Dave said
no witness had been examined
for the last two months, even
though bailable and non-bail-

able warrants were issued. He
pointed out that 72 witnesses
were still left to be examined.

Justice Bagchi asked the
counsel appearing for the state,
“What have you done from
March till today?”

“Instead of 3-4, you sum-
mon 7-8 witnesses. At least
those who are present can be
examined,” CJIKant suggested
to ensure that the trial can be
finished in time.

The state counsel assured to
take it up with the prosecution.

Senior Advocate Prashant
Bhushan said the witnesses
were not appearing because of
police intimidation. “Police
threatening witnesses before
date... that’s why they are not
coming,” he said.

Four anti-farm law pro-
testers were killed when a con-
voy of vehicles, including one
belongingto Ajay, ran over them
on October 3, 2021. Two BJP
workers, the driver of one of the
vehicles, and a journalist were
killed in the ensuing violence.

The Supreme Court granted
interim bail to Ashish in the
case on January 25, 2023. This
wasextended from timetotime
and made absolute on July 22,
2024. The top court had di-
rected Ashish tostay out of Lak-
himpur till the pendency of the
trial in the case.
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Suvendu swearing-in

“The BJP promises the
people of Bengal and the
country that wewillidentify and
remove every infiltrator from
India. And let me say from this
stage that people who call this
polarisation are mistaken. This
isnot about polarisation. This is
about national security,” Shah
said.

“Friends, this victory is not
merely about the BJP’s expan-
sion oritsideology. Norisitonly
about the BJP or the NDA form-
ingagovernmentinits21ststate.
The biggest importance of this
victory is that it plugs one of the
biggest holes in India's national
security. Now infiltration and
cow smuggling will become im-
possible in West Bengal,” said
the Home Minister.

Launching a broadside
against the previous govern-
mentled by the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC), Shah said, “Under
Mamata ji’s 15 years of rule, ad-
ministration became thor-
oughly politicised, and politics
became criminalised. Criminals
themselves became politicians.
There was no possibility of good
governance. Goondaism, viol-
ence, syndicates, corruption,
and cut money — all these have
become a curse on Bengal.
Within months of our new CM
taking charge, all this will end.”

Promising a “double-engine
government”, Shah said Ben-
gal's development had been
stalled because central schemes
and funds were blocked for
political reasons. The minister

Decisive leader

BJP also keeps its word that a
Bengali will be the CM, thereby
disproving the TMC’s election
narrative that electing the party
would mean handing over the
state to “bohiragatos (out-
siders)”. Adhikari is a leader
whois quitein the mould of Ma-
mataBanerjee — someone with
astreetfighter mentality who is
equally at ease running an ad-
ministration.

BJP insiders said that with
the new government expected
to publish a white paper on the
TMC'’s corruption and set up a
Commission — Adhikari reiter-
ated thisin his speech on Friday
— several leaders of the Opposi-
tion party may come under the
scanner. To see the party
through such moves and the
implementation of its other
core agenda, it needed a resol-
ute leader with convictions at
the helm.

Having defeated Banerjeein
two straight elections and by re-
fusing to switch sides despite
the post-poll violence five years
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Vijay

AIADMK’s Edappadi K Palanis-
wami or EPS, and DMK leaders.

Even after telling reporters
that the VCK would stand with
the Left parties’ position, Thiru-
mavalavan had not announced
a final decision by late evening.
Instead, he arrived at outgoing
Chief Minister M K Stalin’s resi-
dence, where discussions con-
tinued past 10 pm.

Soon, political rumours ac-
quired the scale and texture of a
Tamil Nadu political thriller.
One claim from VCK circles sug-
gested that EPS and Stalin were
exploring an arrangement
under which Thirumavalavan
himself could emerge as a con-
sensus Chief Ministerial face.

Another small but signifi-
cant development further com-
plicated the numbers. TTV Dhi-
nakaran, whose AMMK hasone
MLA and remains an NDA ally,
visited the Governor after 9 pm,
complainingofhorsetradingby
Vijay’s TVK and claiming that
his single MLA is missing.

He claimed, “My MLA is not
picking up my phone, or he has
been taken in custody, and his
phone has been snatched. My
MLA Kamaraj is missing. I de-
manded an immediate investi-
gation by the Governor.” Soon,
the Governor issued orders to
the DGP to trace the MLA and
called off plans to hold the
swearing-in on Saturday.

The TVK won 108 seats in
the Assembly election, emerg-
ing as the single largest party.
The DMK and the ATADMK won
59 and 47 seats respectively.
With support from the Con-
gress’s five MLAs and two MLAS
each from the CPI, CPI(M), VCK
and IUML, TVK had hoped its
tally would reach 120 seats, and
it was expected Vijay would be
sworn in as CM Saturday,
around 11 am.

At one stage, discussions in-
side sections of the anti-DMK
bloc even included the possibil-
ityof VCKleader Thol Thiruma-
valavan becoming Deputy Chief

Fuel prices

priceincrease duetoaconscious
call taken by the government
and the OMCs, although it has
meant the same has hit the fi-
nancials of these companies as
well as the government.

With an effective halt in
vessel movements through the
Strait of Hormuz-from where
one-fifth of global oil and natu-
ral gas flows usually transited-
global energy supplies have
been hit and prices have sky-

ago — when many believed he
would rejoin the TMC following
the BJP’s failure to come to
power — Adhikari endeared
himself to the party’s rank and
file. The party leadership calcu-
lated that it must factor it in
when choosing the CM.

Though he came from
another party, the RSS is also
said to have found Adhikari,
who describes himself as a “Sa-
natani”, an acceptable choice
because of his relentless cam-
paign pushing for “Hindu reju-
venation”. In2024, hewasatthe
forefront of protests against al-
leged atrocities faced by Hindus
in Bangladesh and during the
campaign, posters depicting
him as “saviour of Hindus”
came up in Nandigram. With
him at the helm, the RSS be-
lieves that the government will
address its core concerns and
pursue its main agenda in the
state.

Also, since this is the first
time the BJP has come to power
in Bengal, the party felt it

Minister if he resigned from his
Lok Sabha seat and contested a
bypoll from Tiruchy East.

On Thursday, Arlekar had
asked Vijay to return after dem-
onstrating the support of 118
MLAs, triggering protests by
Congress cadresin some places,
whoaccused the Governor of de-
laying the formation process.

Then the numbers began
moving rapidly. At ajoint press
conference in Chennai on Friday
evening, CPI state secretary M
Veerapandian and CPI(M)
leader P Shanmugam formally
announced their support to
Vijay. “We will not join the TVK
Cabinet; our support will be
from the outside,” they said.

In its letter to the Governor,
the CPI described its support as
necessary for a “stable, secular
and democratic government.”

Minutes later, Stalin urged
the Governor to initiate steps for
forming the new government.
The statement marked a no-
table shift in tone from the con-
fusion and speculation thathad
consumed state’s politics over
the past 48 hours, when dis-
cussions around a possible
DMK-AIADMK arrangement to
keep Vijay away from power
triggered outrage within sec-
tions of the DMK’s own support
base and unease amongsecular
allies.

Theidea, never formally con-
firmed but also never firmly de-
nied until Friday morning, ap-
peared to backfire politically. It
pushed Left parties toward Vijay,
who had campaigned as the
anti-establishment alternative
to both Dravidian majors.

On Friday, talking to a Ma-
layalam channel, CPI(M) general
secretary M A Baby confirmed
that the mandate was against
both the DMK alliance and the
ATADMK-NDA combine, and
that the single largest party
should have been allowed to
form the government. He al-
leged there were movestoinstall
an AIADMK government with
outside support from DMK and
itsallies, callingsuch an arrange-
ment politically immoral and
against the people’s mandate.

rocketed. India depends heavily
on oil and gas imports to meet
itsenergy needs, and fuel prices
in the country are not linked to
global oil and fuel price bench-
marks.

The crisis has led to retail
fuel price surges in anumber of
countries, with some even
forced to ration fuel supplies.
There has been no rationing of
petrol and diesel in India, al-
though it was done for commer-
cial and industrial LPG to priori-
tise cooking gas supplies to
households.

While the government had
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also attempted to project the
BJP's Bengal victory as a man-
date for democratic normalcy
after decades of politically linked
violence. “Iappeal toall political
parties, elections are a celebra-
tion of democracy. Why should
violence occur in them? Viol-
ence mustend acrossIndia,and
the BJPhasaspecial responsibil-
ity in this regard. Let us take a
resolution and appeal to all
parties that there should be no
violenceinthe polls. Itwillbe the
BJPgovernment'sresponsibility
that there should not be asingle
incident of violence or mal-
practices in elections,” Shah
said.

In his speech, Adhikari out-
lined the priorities of theincom-
ing government. “Bhoy (fear) is
out and, as Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi ji has said, bharosa
(trust) is in,” he said amid loud
cheers from party MLAs and

necessary to choose a face who
would be acceptable to all, in-
stead of appointing a relatively
unknown leader as it has done
in some Hindi heartland states
in the past few years.

Priority list

Asthe government prepares
toget going, it will face a host of
challenges, from law-and-order
to poor civic infrastructure and
the state’s poor financial situ-
ation, a problem that became
more strained in the last few
years amid repeated run-ins be-
tween the Centre and the Ma-
mata Banerjee government.

Apart from implementing
UCC and tackling undocu-
mented infiltration, the Adhi-
kari government will also have
to fulfil the BJP’s poll promise
of implementing the 7th Pay
Commission recommenda-
tions for government em-
ployees and clear pending
Dearness Allowance arrears
within 45 days of coming to
power. In an affidavit to the
courts, the previous govern-
ment said this would cost the
state exchequer an extra Rs
42,000 crore. However, given

Elia—Pak

countries. After the Pahalgam
terror attack and during Op
Sindoor, the only channel of
communication in operation
was the hotline at the level of
each country’s Director Gen-
eral of Military Operations
(DGMO.) Today, the DGMOs
speak once a week, usually on
Tuesdays.

Sources said Delhi’s think-
ing is that any back-channel
communication doesn’t
contradict its stated position
that “terror and talks can’t go
together.” This is also being
seen as a crisis management
mechanism led by the civilian
government ontheIndianside
and with counterparts — who
could be the military — on the
other side.

In theory, Op Sindoorisata
“pause”but Delhi’sredlines are
still around the “new normal”
where any future terror attack
will be seen as “an act of war”
and military operations canre-
sume. This necessitates a “civil-
ian-level and political-guided
mechanism,” which can be en-
abled by the military leaders,
sources said.

The other factor is Pakis-
tan’sincreasingleverage asadi-
plomatic player in the current

Set to sail

Tungara Mahbubee, from a
tribal hamlet of Pedda Thanda,
Kuravi, in Telangana, lost her
father and watched her
mother's health sink. Sailing
dragged her out of desperation
and she is now a police con-
stable.

The build of a sailor is im-
portant as it helps them to bal-
ance their boat. At the Italy re-
gatta, Lahiri and Suragani had
acombined weight of 103 kg, at
least 27 kgless than the average
weight of the fleet.

“When I see other well-built

slashed excise duty by Rs 10 per
litre on petrol and diesel late
March to blunt the impact of
high international priceson the
OMC:s, the retailers continue to
bleed heavily. The excise duty
cut has resulted in the govern-
ment foregoing revenue of
about Rs 14,000 crore a month,
Sharma said. Had the govern-
ment not intervened with the
excise duty reduction, this loss
would also have been borne by
the three OMCs.

According to industry
sources, the OMCs’ under-re-
coveries in April stood at about
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supporters,addingthat the gov-
ernment would function on the
principle of collective leader-
ship. “The people of Bengal have
given us a historic mandate. We
will fulfil all the promises made
in the BJP’s poll manifesto in
Bengal,” he said.

Adhikari also emphasised
the need for cooperation be-
tween the Centre and the BJP
governmentinthestate. “Letthe
Centre and the state work to-
gether to fulfil the aspirations of
the people of Bengal,” he said.

The CM-electannouncedin-
quiries into allegations of cor-
ruption and crimes against
women during the TMC years.
“A commission headed by a re-
tired judge will investigate all
corruption cases. Commissions
will also probe into incidents of
atrocities against women and
the guilty will be punished,” he
said.

the poor revenue and high
debt, fulfilling this would be a
challenge.

Among the government’s
priorities will also be ensuring
the sporadic incidents of post-
poll violence do notspiral out of
control. On Wednesday night,
Adhikari’s personal assistant
Chandranath Rath was shot
dead near Kolkata and catching
the culprits quickly is likely to
be top on the priority list of the
police.

The government has to also
fulfil, among other things, the
BJP’s promise of a monthly fi-
nancial assistance of Rs 3,000 to
women that was announced as
a counter to Banerjee’s Lak-
shmir Bhandar scheme, under
which women used to get Rs
1,500 (women from SC and ST
communities received Rs
1,700).

The BJPhasalso promised a
monthly assistance of Rs 3,000
tounemployed youth (twice the
amount the TMC has promised
to pay), and figure out how to
provide 1 crore new jobs and
self-employment opportunities
inthe next five years to prevent
large-scale migration.

US-Israel-Iran standoff and its
Army chiefField Marshal Asim
Munir’s consolidation of
powetr.

“Right now, Pakistan hasan
active role in the Iran talks with
US Vice President and Presi-
dent Trump’s interlocutors
travelling there. Trump has
given his whole-hearted sup-
portto Pakistan'sleadershipin-
cluding Munir. In this context,
if there’s another attack in-
spired or abetted from across
theborder, it will be achallenge
for New Delhi to navigate the
global discourse to put press-
ure on Islamabad,” said a
source.

“So we need to have our
own points of engagement.”

There’s an acknowledg-
ment in South Block that India
may have won the war last May
but Pakistan made significant
gains in the battle of percep-
tion, not least because of the
manner in which it had
wormed its way into Trump’s
inner circle.

That’s why a back-channel
isvital, said the source. “Trump
is here for three years, we are
both nuclear powers, any com-
munication between Delhiand
Islamabad also helps us firewall
ourselves against any direct
Trump intervention in the
eventuality of any bilateral
flashpoint.”

sailors, I know the importance
of weight. Ilike chicken biryani,
KFC and my mother's tomato
pachadi,” Lahiri says. “Some-
times, travelling abroad, we find
the food odd. But we need to eat
it to keep the boat stable,” she
says.

Suragani, whoisstill slowin
tacking, says sailing pulled her
out of family strife and the
shock of her father’sdeath. “On
the waters, sometimes I fall in
front, sometimes behind in
heavy winds. But sailing
teaches us to get back up and
start again.”

That is a lesson they have
learnt very early in life, without
evendippingtheir toesin water.

Rs18 perlitre on petroland Rs25
per litre on diesel.

Petrol and diesel prices have
not been hiked for over four
years now in India. Moreover,
the timing of the current global
surge in prices, which clashed
with Assembly elections in
some states, made it politically
fraught for the prices to be
hiked. With the elections now
over, ahikein prices of fuelslike
petrol, diesel, and the domestic
LPGcouldbeintheoffinginthe
coming days or weeks, accord-
ing to highly placed sources in
the government. Throughout

Tribunal

out-of-turn hearings to some
family members of artist Nan-
dalal Bose who had also ap-
pealed against their deletion.
Justice Sivagnanam could not
be reached for comment.

On orders of the Supreme
Court, Justice Sivagnanam had
given an out-of-turn hearing to
Congress candidate from Fa-
rakka Motab Shaikh, whose
name had also been deleted in
adjudication. The tribunal
found that Shaikh had a pass-
port and other relevant docu-
ments to establish his eligibility
and identity. In its order, the
tribunal of Justice Sivagnanam
had noted: “The above records
appear to have not been taken
note of during the adjudication
process.” Shaikh was added
back to the rolls, allowing him
to file his nomination as a can-
didate. He eventually won the
election from Farakka.

In an unprecedented step,
the Supreme Court had in Feb-
ruary ordered judicial officers,
ofthe rank of districtjudge and
additional district judge, to de-
cide on the eligibility of electors
in Bengal, after noting there
was a trust deficit between the
Election Commission of India
and the state government.

Over 700 judicial officers
considered 60.06 lakh electors
identified by the EC using a

DMK

The DMK’s move did not
come as a surprise given the
mannerinwhichitattacked the
Congress for dumping it uncer-
emoniously and joining hands
with Vijay’s TVK, not just for
formation of the state govern-
mentbut forall futureelections,
too. Although the Congress
would berelieved by the fact that
the other DMK allies — the CPI
and CPI(M) — have decided to
back the TVK, some within the
partybelieveitsleadership of the
INDIA bloc would soon come
under question.

While the Congress has
framed the shift from the DMK
alliancetothe TVKallianceasan
ideologically-driven bid to keep
communal forces from gaining
atoehold in Tamil Nadu, the fact
remains that the party waslook-
ing for a reason to exit the al-
liance. For a long time now, the
party’s leadership has been
under pressure fromthe cadreto
part ways with the DMK — their
argument being that they don’t
get respect in the alliance. The
Congress felt further slighted
when the DMK refused its de-
mand for increase in the
number of seats and a share in
power. “The cadre wasbasically
sayingthatinacoalition, sharing
therewardsisimportant. Butthe
DMK would not have it... This
has led to quite a lot of disap-
pointment,” a Congress leader
said.

Itisapolitical gamble for the
Congress as the party’s leader-
ship believes Vijay willdominate
Tamil Nadu politics in the near
future and aligning with the
popular actor-turned politician
will help it expand its footprint
in the state.

What is interesting is that a
section of the Congress leaders
believe the TVK should be in-
vited to be a part of the INDIA
bloc, which hasbeenin astate of
functional paralysis since the
2024 Lok Sabha elections. While
the Congress believes that the
DMK and TVK can co-exist in
the alliance, just like the Trina-
mool Congress, Congress and
the Left parties — who fighteach
otherin West Bengal and Kerala
— the DMK’s refusal to even sit
alongside the Congressin Parlia-
ment will complicate matters.

In a letter to Birla seeking
“suitable changes” in the seating
arrangement of DMK members
in Lok Sabha, the party’s MP,
Kanimozhi, said: “In view of the
changed political circumstances
and as our alliance with the In-
dian National Congress has
cometoanend,itmaynotbeap-
propriate for our members to
continue occupyingthe present
seating arrangement alongside

March and April, the Petroleum
Ministry assured consumers
that there was no proposal to
hike fuel prices.

Itisinevitable. Itisonly a
matter of time before prices (of
petrol, diesel, and domestic
LPG) are hiked, a senior govern-
ment official told The Indian
Express last week.

On the earlier assurances
from the Petroleum Ministry
that prices won’t be hiked, the
official had said that these were
political announcements that
came in the middle of the state
elections, and are definitely a

centralised algorithm to flag
“logical discrepancies”. They
found 27.16 lakh names ineli-
gible, deleting them from the
rolls just days before the polls.
On orders of the court and rec-
ommendations of Calcutta
High Court Chief Justice Sujoy
Paul, the Election Commission
on March 20 notified 19 appel-
late tribunals comprising re-
tired judges of the High Court,
including former Chief Justice
Sivagnanam, to consider ap-
peals against the decisions of
judicial officers.

Invoking its powers under
Article 142, the Supreme Court
then ordered the EC to publish
supplementary lists to allow
those cleared by the tribunals
till April 21 for the first phase of
polls on April 23, and April 27
for the second phase on April 29
tovote.

A day before the first phase
of polls, West Bengal CEO
ManojAgarwal told The Indian
Express the supplementary
lists published that day had 139
names. Then, a day before the
second phase, data from the
CEO office showed that 1,468
names had been added backto
the rolls. The remaining ‘de-
leted’ 27.16 lakh electors could
not vote.

The Supreme Court had
noted in its order on April 13
that 34 lakh appeals had been
filed till then against the exclu-
sions and inclusions during ad-
judication.

them in the House.” She urged
the Speaker to ensure that DMK
members are allotted separate
seating, “enablingthem to effec-
tively discharge their responsi-
bilities” in the House.

The move came after the
DMK’s newly elected MLAS
passed a resolution criticising
the Congress. Although the Con-
gresswasthelargest partyinthe
Opposition in Parliament and
the only party in the INDIA bloc
with four state governments
(Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh,
Telangana, and now Kerala), a
section of the party believes its
leadership will come under
question.

“INDIA bloc was formed to
take on the BJP at the national
level. There are no national elec-
tions now. So the alliance is de-
funct...but with Mamata Baner-
jee sending signals that she is
keen to resurrect the alliance...
there will be demands that we
hand over the leadership to one
of the regional leaders. And
sadly,the DMK willnotbeinour
corner now,” a senior Congress
leader said.

On Thursday, Samajwadi
Partyleader Akhilesh Yadav flew
intoKolkataand met Banerjeein
a public show of solidarity. On
Friday, he putouta crypticsocial
media postsupporting Banerjee
and Stalin, which was seen as a
subtle message to the Congress.
“We are not the ones who aban-
don each other in times of diffi-
culty,” Yadav said in a post with
pictures of himself with Baner-
jee and Stalin. Kanimozhi
promptly thanked him for the
“solidarity and support”.

Sources in the SP said Akhi-
lesh shares warm ties with Ba-
nerjee and Stalin, and the post
should merely be seen as him
standingwith themintheirtime
of crisis. The sources said the SP
would have an alliance with the
Congress for the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections next year.

That said, the fact remains
that the Congress’s ties with
many of its allies have come
under strain. In Maharashtra, it
chose to contest the BMC elec-
tionsonitsownandnotbeapart
of the Maha Vikas Aghadi. Ties
between the Congress and the
RJD in Bihar have also been
uneasy since the defeat of the
Mahagathbandhan last year.
Thesameisthe case with the Na-
tional Conference in J&K.

Meanwhile, Congressleader
Rahul Gandhi said in Gurgaon
on Friday: “There are two ideo-
logies: RSS and Congress.
Hatred and love. All the other
parties will not be able to stand
against them. Not one. In the
end, it will be the Congress
standing against them, and we
will defeat them.”

—WITHINPUTS FROM
NIKHILAHENRY

constraint in raising the prices.
Theefforthasbeentoholdonto
the prices foraslongaspossible,
but with no end in sight to the
Strait of Hormuz closure, the
status quo on prices can’t con-
tinue forlong. The official didn’t
elaborate on the timeline for
price revisions.

Petrol is currently priced at
Rs 94.77 per litre in Delhi, and
diesel at Rs 87.67 per litre. Do-
mestic LPG is priced at Rs 913
per14.2-kg cylinder in the capi-
tal. Fuel prices vary across
statesduetodifferencesin state
levies.
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Terminating 28-wKk pregnancy
would pose serious risks to
mother, AIIMS board tells HC

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 8

IN A report submitted before
the Delhi High Court on Friday,
a medical board of AIIMS New
Delhi advised against terminat-
ing a 28-week pregnancy
marked by severe intrauterine
growth restriction (IUGR),
maintainingthat the procedure
at this stage would pose serious
risks to the mother.

The board also submitted
that the fetus had a "guarded
prognosis" because of severe
growth restriction though "no
genetic abnormality" had been
detected.

The report was placed be-
fore Justice Purushaindra
Kumar Kaurav in connection
with a plea filed by a 29-year-
old married woman seeking
termination of her pregnancy.
The HC had directed AIIMS to
examine the woman after ex-
pressing dissatisfaction with a
report submitted by a medical
board of Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Institute of Medical Sciences
(ABVIMS) and Ram Manohar
Lohia (RML) Hospital that ad-
vised the woman to continue
the pregnancy.

Doctors from AIIMS Neona-
tology department informed the

petitioners about complications
associated with extreme prema-
turity, including “lungimmatur-
ity, respiratory distress and
NEC”. Thereportsaid that termi-
nation of pregnancy was “not
permitted” in the present case.

The board said termination
atthisstage would be “detrimen-
tal for the mother” as she had
previously undergone a caesar-
eansection. “Thisinvolves a fail-
ure of medical termination, risk
of uterine rupture and preterm
Cesarean section which will
have implications on the future
reproductive outcomes,” the re-
portadded.

The doctors observed that
“there is a high probability that
the fetus may have an intrauter-
ine demise in the coming few
weeks”. However, the report
clarified that “intrauterine fetal
demise does not put the mother
in any immediate jeopardy”.
The board recommended
“weekly follow up with regular
scansand antenatal visits” either
at AIIMS or another hospital
chosen by the family.

Counsel for the petitionerin-
formed the court that the family
hasaccepted the medical advice
given by AIIMS, following which
the pleawas disposed of. Justice
Kaurav, however, kept pending

Man detained from Delhi
for Jalandhar BSF HQ blast

Alok Singh
New Delhi, May 8

THREE DAYS after a blast oc-
curred outside the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) head-
quartersin Punjab’s Jalandhar,
Delhi Police Special Cell has de-
tained a man on Friday in con-
nection with the case, The In-
dian Express has learnt.
Sources said the accused
was detained under the suspi-
cion of planting an explosive
device outside the BSF office,
whichled to the blast on May 5.
According to sources in the
police, asuspect was seen alleg-
edly boarding a bus from the
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73,016 Crore
14.85% Yo
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L

 Net NPA

0.56%
-26 bps Yo

Jalandhar bus stand after the
blast, and heading to Delhi.

Acting on inputs shared by
the Punjab Police, the Special
Cell's Counter Intelligence unit
apprehended the suspect in
Delhi on Friday. Officers said
that ateam from the Punjab Po-
lice, along with officers fromin-
telligence agencies, questioned
the accused. The agencies are
trying to establish his links, if
hewasinvolved in planting the
explosive outside the BSF of-
fice, officers said.

The blast occurred when a
delivery package placed on a
two-wheeler parked outside
the BSF HQ exploded.

Audited Financial Results (Standalone & Consolidated ) for the Quarter / Year ended March 31, 2026

proceedings relating to the con-

ductofdoctorsat RMLHospital.

The woman had ap-
proached the HC on May 1seek-
ing permission to medically
terminate the pregnancy after
serious abnormalities were de-
tected in the foetus.

The HC had then directed a
medical board at ABVIMS and
RML Hospital to examine the
woman and clearly state
whether pregnancy termina-
tion was medically feasible,
and the consequences it could
involve. However, the report
submitted by the board on May
6 did not answer the question
of feasibility. Instead, it advised
continuation of the pregnancy
under “expectant management
according to standard guide-
lines”. In a strongly worded
order passed on Wednesday,
Justice Kaurav said the board
had “completely disregarded”
the court’s directions and the
statutory frameworkunderthe
Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act, 1971.

The court noted that despite
being specifically asked to as-
sess whether termination was
feasible, the board had failed to
record any opinion on that as-
pect. The court then directed
AIIMS to submit a fresh report.

Intl flights from Noida airport 3 months after domestic op begins: CEO

Noida: The Noida International
Airport will operate interna-
tional flights around 90 days
after the operations for domestic
flights begin at the newly-inau-
gurated airport on June 15, CEO
Rakesh Kumar Singh told The
Indian Express on Friday.

OnJune15,IndiGowill start
operating flights on two do-
mestic routes—between Noida
and Hyderabad, and Noidaand
Amritsar. The airline started
selling tickets on Thursday.

“Within weeks, the airline
also intends to connect NIA to

overl6destinationsacross India.
Daily flights to Hyderabad and
Amritsar are settobeginonJune
15itself, and flights to Bengaluru
and Jammu routes a day later.
By July 1, the network will ex-
pand, adding Navi Mumbai, Sri-
nagar, Jodhpur, Dharamshala,

Bhopal, Dehradun, Chandigarh,
Jaipur, Pantnagar, and to dis-
tricts like Bareilly and Kishan-
garh four and three daysin a
week, respectively,” he said.
Singhadded, “Weareintalks
with Air India and other airlines.
Once the discussion on do-

mestic flights is over, we will
begin planning forinternational
flights...we don’t have a list of
countries that willbe connected
from the airport but the dis-
cussion will start soon. We will
soon finalise the framework.”
NEETIKA JHA

RAVI KANOJIA

(07 JUNE 1982 - 09 MAY 2016)
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Extract of the Audited Financial Results for the Quarter and Year ended 31 March 2026 (Z in Cr)

Standalone Consolidated

Quarter ended

Particulars
31.03.2026 31.03.2025 31.03.2026 31.03,2025 31.03.2025 31.03.2026 31,03.2025

[Audited]™ [Audited|™ [Audited]” [Audited]” {Audited] [Audited)
1 2 3 4 3 & 7 B g | 10
1 | Total Income fram Operations 2T73.10 102672 TaT.a0 274234 277372 1026 65 TOBT B3 2713.45
2 | Mt Profit! (Loss) for the pericd (before Tax 124.37 264 026,56 B30.22 116.46 26718 101864 f47.65
Exceplional andior Extracedinany items)
3 | NetProfi (Loss) for the perod before tax 124,37 296,64 102858 Bo0.22 115.45 25718 101884 B47T.65
[after Exceptional andfor Extraordinary itemsa)
4 | MeatProfit! (Loss) for the pericd after tax 180,20 186,70 103615 TN 183.32 1RE.53 102897 730,95
[after Excaptions! endior Extraor@nary itemsd)
& | Totad Comprehensive Income for the perind 18136 178,84 102604 72495 175.39 17767 1021 76 72299
[Comprising Profit’ (Loss) for the pesiod 1 after tax)
and Othar Comprehensive Income (afer tax])
6 | Paidup Equity Share Capas 435653 3E66,88 435853 3685.83 4358.53 J6R5.ER 4358 53 BE65.88
fi Qliner eguity (excluding Revaluation Reserve) THER 38 T3 46 TO65.38 7383 48 TOhRE 92 Targ a2 a5k &2 T3r9.32
4 ascurlies Premmim Sccaui - - - 1 - - - - -
9 | Networlh' 12323 91 11044 20 1232391 11044 29 12314 45 1104015 12314.45 1184015
10 | Paid up Debd Capial 2324092 23044 6B 2334992 22044 68 23330.23 2210022 Z3320.28 229049.22
11 | Quisiending Redeemabla Preference Shares - - - - - - - -
12 | Debt Equily Ralio 189 | 2,00 1.89 200 | 188 200 189 200
15 | Eamings Per sguity share (of 7 1(-aach) ) S — o ' N T
tfar conlinuing and disconfinuad operations) -
{ Bascgn®y 048 | 051 | 270 | 200 | 047 | 05T iya | 500
2. Dilited: {in ¥ 048 .51 278 0.47 .51 278 2.0
14 | Capital Redemplion Reserve - - - - - - - -
15 | Debenlurs Redamplion Resarve 46726 16284 46728 S 84 367 26 J62.E4 4fT. 28 15284
16| Dabt Service Coverage Ratio 152 1,92 1,68 152 1451 1.82 1.67 1.89
17 | Inleresi Service Coverage Rako 1.98 2.499 2.7 3.5 147 208 237 3.80

# - Exceplional andiar Extraordinary items adiisted o the Slalement of Profit 2ad Loss in accordance with Ind AS Rules | AS Rules, whichever = applicable.

"Exciuding iy ash ufiization reserve

“Figures of lasl guarier ana 1be balancing hgures babwsan awbiad hguras mn raspect of tha 1l inancial year and the published yaar 1o dale bgures uplo the thed quarder of the curmantiprevious inancial yesar,

Notes:

1, Theabove resulls have been approved by the Board of Dirsslors at their mesfing held on 07 (5. 2028

2. Tha-above Iz an exiracl of the detailed format of financial Regults filed with the Stock Exchangaiz] under Regulation 52 of the Listng Reguiafions. The full bermat of the Financial Resultz is avallable on the wabsites of the stock
axchangels) and THOCIL {(hitps:ibeta. bseindia, comixmi-data/corpfilingdAttachLivel Sefacto 2-Tfa5-41 TB-aZe5-4 Hcai5Th031.pdf and hitps:insearchives. nseindia.com/content/dabtWOMTILET1 07052026140157
RE1OUTCOME21032026, pdf)

3, Forthe ofher ling Bems referned in regulation 52(4) of the Listing Reguations; pertinent disciosures have been made 1o the stock axchange(s] (NSE and BSE) and can be accessed on the hitps:/beta bseindia.comixmi-
datalcarpfiling/AttachLive/Sefact2-Tfa5-4178-a2e5-4 McBI5Tb031.pdf and hitps:insearchives.nseindia.com/content/debt"WOMTILET1 07052026140157 R510UTCOME3 1032026, pdf

Place: Rishikesh For and on Behalf of Board of Directors

Date: 07.05.2026 (Sipan Kumar Garg)
Chairman-& Managing Director and Director (Finance}
Follow us; § @THDCIL24x7 {3 Dthdc_kdla_limited s @THDC India Limited-Official o @THDC India Limded-Officia i THOCIL MOP DIM; 10746205

Digi Home
oan

¥in Lakh

Standalone Consolidated

31.03.2026 30.03.2025 31.03.2026 31.03.2025 31.03.2026 31.03.2025 31.03.2026 31.03.2025
(Audited) {Audited) {Audited) (Audited) (Audited) (Audited) (Audited) {Audited)

Total Income from Operations 22 68,538 21,75,080 85,003,554 79.81,992 22 85287 21,83,3585 85,64 956 80,41, 244
2 | Net Profit{Loss) for the period

(before Tax, Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) 4,03 595 3.54 717 13,94 566 12.43.444 4.11,745 3,50, 562 14,28 854 12,76,714
3| Nel Profit{Loss) for the period before ta

lafer Excspianal auios Exiordingsy o 4,03,595 3,54,717 1304566 | 1243444 4,11,745 3,50,562 13,76,974 12.76,714
4| Net Profi{Loss) for the period after

{a?mrEﬂpﬂiﬁhﬂgndfjfﬁlﬁafmﬂaf;jms] 3,01,579 262,591 10,52,715 9,21,902 3,08,776 260,197 10,30,630 9,54,808

(after tax)]

5 Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising Profit/Loss)
for the period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income

Refer Note 3

Refer Note 3

] Paid up Equity Share Capital

4,55,341 4,565,341 4,55 341 4,55 341 4 55,341

455,341 4,565,341

7 Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) as shown in the
Audited Balance Sheet of the previous year

75,47 654 65,78,138 77,38,068 67,85,027

g Earnings Per Share (of ¥ 10/- each)
(for conlinuing and discontinued operations) -

1. Basic {in T): 6.62 a.di 23.12 20,25 6./8 572 22.64 20.97
2. Diluted (in ¥) : 6.62 577 2312 20.25 6.78 .72 22.64 20.97
4 Net Worth 75,2781 66,05,857 a.27.811 b, Uo85/7 77,05575 68 10,849 ffdala 68,15,829
10 | Paid-up Debt Capital/ Qutstanding Debt * 27.82% 20.06% 27.82% 20.06%
11 Debt Equity Ratio * 0.78 (.58 0.78 (.58

MNotes:

Place : Mumbai
Date : May 8, 2026

*Debt represents borrowings with residual maturity of more than one year, Qutstanding Debt represents total borrowings of the Bank,

1 The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly ! Yearly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulabon 33 and Regulation 52 of the SEBI
{Listing Obligations and Disclosure Reguirements) Regulabons, 2015, The full formal of the Quaderdy/ Yeary Financial Resulls are available on the Slock Exchange(s)
websites (BSE:hitps:’www bseindia.com and NSE: hitps:'www.nseindia.com) and the website of the Bank (https:/'www.bankofindia bank.in), The same can be accessed by
scanning the OR Code provided here,

2 Forthe other line items referred in regulation 52{4) of the Listing Regulations, pertinent disclosures have been made to the Stock Exchangeq{s}
(National Stock Exchange and Bombay Stock Exchange) and can be accessed on the URL { NSE: hitpJiiwww nseindia.com and BSE hitp:{iwww bsaindia.com)

3 Information relating to Total Comprehensive Income and Other Comprehensive Income is not fumished as Ind AS is not yet made applicable to banks
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‘CENTRALISED, TECHNICALLY-EQUIPPED SYSTEM FOR IMPROVED ANALYSIS’

As bomb threats surge, spl

Sakshi Chand

New Delhi, May 8

IN A move aimed at
strengthening the responsetoa
surgeinbomb threats, the Delhi
Police has constituted a dedi-
cated Bomb Threat (E-mail) In-
vestigation Cell at its head-
quarters, The Indian Express
has learnt. The move comes in
the wake of an increasing
number of hoax threats — tar-
geting schools, hospitals, coutts,
and even the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport — received
via emails over the last year in
the Capital.

The surge in such hoax
threats prompted theneed fora
centralised and technically-
equipped system to track and
analyse such emails, according
to officers. The newly-formed
unit will act as the central re-
pository for all such emails re-
ceived from across the city. It
will maintain a consolidated da-
tabase, associated technical
data and records of FIRs regis-

Multiple schools have received hoax threats in the city over the last
one year. FiLE

tered insuch cases, said officers.

According to an official
orderissued by the Police Head-
quarters on Jai Singh Road, the
specialised unit will operate
under the Intelligence Fusion
and Strategic Operations (IFSO)
wing and function from Tower-
II. Setup under the supervision
of ACP Pawan Kumatr, the unit
will be staffed by a small team,

including an Inspector, an Assis-
tant Sub-Inspector, and a Con-
stable, said officers.

Theorder, signed by Anyesh
Roy, Deputy Commissioner of
Police-II, IFSO, has come into ef-
fectimmediately, signalling a
coordinated and technology-
driven approach by Delhi Police
totackleemergingthreatsinthe
digital domain.

police unit to probe emails

Investigations in several
such cases, as previously re-
ported by The Indian Express,
revealed the use of VPNs and
spoofed identities, making it dif-
ficult for local police units to
trace the origin swiftly. The vol-
ume of these threats did not
only trigger large-scale security
responses and evacuations but
alsostrained policing resources.
Officials had earlier indicated
the need for a specialised, tech-
nology-driven unit to centralise
intelligence, streamline analy-
sis, and improve response time
. The new specialised unit has
been tasked with conducting
detailed technical and analyti-
cal examinations of all such
threats. This includes assessing
the credibility, identifying pat-
terns, and tracing the origin of
emails.

While the central unit will
handle analysis and coordina-
tion, the operational response
will continue to be managed by
the respective district or unit as
per established protocols.

3-yr-old ‘raped’in school; statfer held, gets bail

Sakshi Chand
New Delhi, May 8

A THREE-YEAR OLD student
hasbeen allegedly raped by the
caretaker of a school in West
Delhi. After the arrest of the 57-
year-old accused, he was
granted bail by a court on May
7,said police.

An FIR was lodged into the
incident on May 1, when the
girl'smother filed a police com-
plaint, alleging that her
daughter was sexually as-
saulted during school hours by
an unknown male staff
member of the school. Accord-
ing to the complaint, the child
had gone to the school on April
30, the second day after her ad-
mission. After returning home,
she complained of pain. When
questioned by her mother, the
girl said that she was taken to

an isolated area in the school,
where the man allegedly as-
saulted her.

The accused was booked
under Section 64 (1) of the BNS,
which pertains to punishing
rape with rigorous imprison-
ment not less than 10 years as
well as Section 6 of the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, which
covers aggravated penetrative
sexual assault.

During investigation, police
said the accused was identified
by the child and arrested the
same day.

“The accused was subse-
quently remanded to judicial
custody. However, he was
granted bail on Thursday... de-
spite strong opposition from
the prosecution,” DCP (West)
Darade Sharad Bhaskar said.

Additional Sessions Judge

(ASJ) Rohit Gulia of Dwarka
Court, in hisorder dated May 7,
said, "...it has been shown that
the applicant/accused had left
the junior wing of the school at
around 8.37am and had not re-
turned back thereafter and
moreover, the applicant/ac-
cused had joined theinvestiga-
tion when he was called by the
police authorities...”
"...thereisnothing on record
which could suggest that the
applicant accused had ever
tried to flee or interfere in the
investigation of the case in any
manner whatsoever. Further,
the Investigating Officer ad-
mitted that the alleged crime
scene had been investigated by
the crime team and relevant ar-
ticles seized, including the
DVRs of the CCTV cameras...
moreovet, teachers of the jun-
ior wing of the school have been

examined," he added.

The ASJ said that it was
clear that there was no "require-
ment of keeping the accused
behind bars for long". "...with-
out commenting upon the
merits or demerits of the case,
the applicant/accused... is ad-
mitted to bail," he added.

The defense counsel argued
that the accused was not pres-
ent at the junior wing of the
school when the crime alleg-
edly took place.

The DCP said the police are
examining the court order and
taking legal opinion to decide
further course of action.

Accordingto the police, the
victim’s statement was re-
corded before the court under
Section 183 of the BNSS, and
crucial evidence, including
CCTV and DVR footage, was
seized.

CMordersauditofg

e

FOENE
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Chief Minister Rekha Gupta carried out a surprise inspection of Rajkiya Sarvodaya Vidyalaya in New
Delhi's Roop Nagar on Friday. Following the inspection, she directed an audit of Delhi government
schools to assess the structural strength of buildings, fire safety preparedness and basic facilities like

drinking water and toilets, according to a statement from her office. @cupTa_ReEKHA/X

Cattle sheds at govt
schools in Nuh: Rights
watchdog seeks report

Express News Service
Gurgaon, May 8

THE HARYANA Human Rights
Commission (HHRC) hastaken
suo motu cognisance of newsre-
portsflagging that cowsheds are
operating out of the premises of
several government primary
schoolsin Nuh and sought com-
prehensive reports from the top
administrative and education
officials. Even as 68 new schools
were sanctioned in Nuh district
in 2020, the lack of basic infra-
structure in some of them ---
such asthese --reflects systemic
failure, and amounts to serious
violations of children’s rights to
education, health, and dignified
living, the HHRC stated in a
series of sharp remarks in its
order dated May 7.

Forcing children to study in
environments exposed to ani-
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mal waste and unsafe structures
amounts to "institutional ne-
glect and denial of equal oppor-
tunity,” said the HHRC in the
order by abench of Chairperson
Justice Lalit Batraand Members
Kuldip Jain and Deep Bhatia.

It has directed Haryana
Chief Secretary AnuragRastogi,
among others, to submit de-
tailed reports.

In its order, the HHRC has
noted that Government Pri-
mary School in Kubda Bas vil-
lageisfunctioningout ofacattle
shed, where 29 boys and 33 girls
from Balvatika to Class 3 study.
In the Kalu Bas village primary
school in Ferozepur Jhirka op-
erates in an open field, catering
to45boysand 50 girls. Withno
classrooms, blackboards are tied
to tree trunks, and children are
exposed to extreme weather
conditions, it said.

e Skywatch

vl
s =

Forecast: May 9, 2026

Mainly clear
sky

MAX: 35-37

2.3°C below normal
MIN: 23-25
2.1°Cbelow normal

« Sunrise: 5:34 AM (May 10)
« Sunset: 7:01 PM (May 9)

« Moonrise: 1:15 PM (May 10)
* Moonset:11:26 AM (May 9)
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JNU Anand Vihar

Satisfactory Moderate

AQI: 71 AQI:143

ITO Bawana

Satisfactory Moderate

AQI: 87 AQI:109
Good (0-50)

® Satisfactory (51-100)
© Moderate (101-200)
® Poor (201-300)

@ Very Poor (301-400)
® Severe (401-500)

Centre’s nod to new
electric passenger train
between Delhi & Fbd

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 8

SOON, PEOPLE commutingbe-
tween Delhi and Faridabad ona
daily basis can cut down on
their travel time. The Centre has
approved a new Mainline Elec-
tric Multiple Unit (MEMU) rail
service between Delhi and Fari-
dabad following a request by
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, ac-
cordingtoastatementissued by
the Chief Minister’s Office on
Friday.

The approval was granted by
Union Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw after the Delhi
government raised the issue of
increasing pressure on existing
transport networks connecting
Delhi and Faridabad. Guptasaid
it would provide relief to thou-
sands of daily commuters
travelling between the two

cities. According to the govern-
ment, alarge number of people
from Faridabad and nearby
areas commute to Delhi every
day for work, academic and
business purposes. Residents
and regular passengers had
been demanding additional rail
connectivity for several years
duetoovercrowding and delays
on existing routes.

Gupta said the new MEMU
service would provide com-
muters with a faster and afford-
able public transport option and
would also help reduce pressure
on road traffic. She added the
government has been coordi-
nating with the Centre on pro-
jects related to transport in
Delhi-NCR. AMEMU isanelec-
tric passenger train service op-
erated by Indian Railways for
short and medium-distance
travel on main railway routes.
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31 YEARS OF

VICTORY

Victory Day Celebrations Across Russia

MESSAGE

Address by Russian Ambassador to India

DENIS ALIPOV

On the 81t Anniversary of the
Victory in the Great Patriotic War

9 May, 2026 marks the 81
anniversary of the Soviet people’s
victory over Nazi Germany in the
Great Patriotic War. Eighty-one
years ago, the world witnessed the
end of a conflict that had plunged
humanity into one of its darkest
chapters. Driven by racial hatred
and misanthropy, the criminal Nazi
ideology brought devastation across
continents, razing thriving cities to
ruins and claiming tens of millions
of innocent lives.

The Holocaust, concen- tration
camps and mass executions,
forced labour, ethnic cleansing and
widespread starvation were not
abstract tragedies, but horrifying
realities endured by entire nations
across Europe and Asia. For the
peoples of the Soviet Union that
war was not merely a military confrontation — it was a civilizational
battle for survival against openly declared state policy of extermination
and enslavement.

The atrocities committed by Nazi Germany and its all too well known
collaborators in Europe and militarist Japan explicitly constituted genocide
and have no statute of limitations. In recognition of those crimes, the
Russian Federation has established April 19 as the Day of Remembrance
for the Victims of the Genocide of the Soviet People during the Great
Patriotic War of 1941-1945. This date serves as a solemn reminder of
the millions of innocent victims and reinforces our duty to preserve the
historical truth.

The truth is that it was the Soviet soldier who bore the heaviest
burden of the struggle. At the cost of more than 27 million lives, through
unparalleled courage and resilience, the Soviet people and none else were
instrumental in eradication of the “brown plague” that had engulfed
Europe. This immense sacrifice will never be diminished in our memory.

India’s contribution during those years stands as an example of
international solidarity. The Indian people demonstrated steadfast
support for the global struggle against fascism. More than two and a half
million Indian soldiers volunteered to serve in the British Indian Army,
forming one of the largest volunteer forces in history. They fought with
distinction across multiple theatres — from the deserts of the North Africa
to the jungles of the Southeast Asia — displaying exceptional courage and
resilience. Notably, in 1941, Indian divisions played a vital role in ensuring
that critical supply routes to the Soviet Union through Iran remained
operational.

Today, as we witness dangerous manifestations of the same hateful
ideology — wherever they come from — it is our collective responsibility to
remain vigilant and resolute against revival of Nazism in any form. Any
attempts to revise the outcomes of the Second World War and belittle
the decisive contribution of the Soviet Union to the victory over Nazism
are unacceptable and should be opposed. The truth about WWII must be
preserved with accuracy and integrity and should not become an object
of political manipulation. In support of these efforts, Russia has initiated
the annual UNGA resolution titled “Combating glorification of Nazism,
neo-Nazism and other practices that contribute to fueling contemporary
forms of racism” endorsed by the global majority, including India.

We honour the memory of the perished and will firmly reject any
attempts to glorify the convicted Nazi criminals. Those who do not know
their past have no future.

Celebration of the 81*
anniversary of the
Victory in the Great
Patriotic War in India

very year on May 9 Moscow and other Russian largest cities host the Victory
Day Parade. Russians around the world commemorate the anniversary of
Victory in the Great Patriotic War with a series of memorial events.
This year New Delhi traditionally hosted the St George's Ribbon and the
“Immortal Regiment” campaigns marking the 81t anniversary of the Victory.
DCM & Minister Counsellor of the Russian Embassy in India Roman Babushkin,
as well as several hundred compatriots, Indian citizens, representatives of
Russian organizations’ offices in India and members of their families took part
in the procession, marching through the central part of New Delhi with portraits
of their relatives who fought on the fronts of World War Il, paying tribute to their
courage and sacrifice. A central element of the program was the unfurling of

Motorcycle Rally of Victory

n the occasion of the 81 anniversary of the

Victory in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-
1945, the Embassy of Russia in India jointly with
the Russian House in New Delhi, “Delhi Bikers
Breakfast Run” (DBBR) and “Fathers” motorcycle
associations, organized the Second Annual
Motorcycle Rally.

Bringing together more than 400 motorcyclists
from Russia, India, and friendly nations, the rally
became a vivid expression of shared memory
and cultural connection. The event opened with
the St. George Ribbon campaign, accompanied
by wartime songs that set a respectful and
reflective tone.

Welcoming remarks were delivered by DCM &
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Minister Counsellor of the Russian Embassy in India
Roman Babushkin and the “DBBR" co-founder
Karan Sood. The speakers emphasized the decisive
contribution of the Soviet Union, alongside India
and other allied nations, to the victory over Nazism,
and underscored the importance of preserving
historical memory for future generations.

The route passed through some of New Delhi’s
most iconic landmarks, including The Rashtrapati
Bhawan, Safdarjung’s Tomb, Lodhi Garden, India
Gate, and the National War Memorial. At the head
of the procession was a restored UAZ-469 vehicle
from the 1970s, carefully revived by an Indian
enthusiast. The column, decorated with Victory
banners and the flags of Russia and India, attracted

the attention of residents of the capital, turning
the ride into a tribute to history and friendship.

At the final destination point — the Russian House,
participants laid flowers at the memorial plaque
to Indian soldiers who were awarded Soviet and
Russian orders.

The cultural program featured performances by
creative groups of the Alexander Kadakin School
of the Embassy, representatives of the Russian
diplomatic mission as well as compatriots living in
India, creating a warm and festive atmosphere.

Guests were also invited to explore a photo
exhibition, “Motorcycles in the Service of the
Soviet Army,” prepared in cooperation with TASS
and RIA Novosti.

an 81-meter-long St. George's
Ribbon — a powerful symbol of
remembrance and continuity
between generations. The
photo exhibition «The Contri-
bution of Indians to the
Victory in World War Il» and
a patriotic concert were also
arranged at the Russian House
in New Delhi.

The Embassy of Russia in
India held a solemn flower-

laying ceremony at the memorial stele on its premises, attended by ambassadors
of friendly countries, military attachés, members of diplomatic missions, and
their families. The “Candle of Memory” campaign was also organized, during
which participants lit candles in honor of those who perished defending the

Motherland.

Commemorations, dedicated to the Victory Day were held not only in New
Delhi, but across the whole country — in Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Trivandrum,

and Kudankulam.

In particular, the St George's Ribbon
rally was organizedin two more locations
— at the Russia-India nuclear power
plant in Kudankulam and in Trivandrum.
The programme also included numerous
seminars, an exhibition, film screenings,
and a ceremonial raising of a large
Victory Banner.
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Can’t sell, can’t take
loans: How Gurgaon’s
180 sq yard rule

is hitting families

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Gurgaon, May 8

FOR PRIVATE school teacher
Richa Bhardwaj (51), thedream
of upgrading to a bigger house
as her sons grow up has been a
testing one. The hurdleisnota
lack of finances, but an admin-
istrative circular issued in
March 2009 by the Financial
Commissioner, Town &
Country Planning Department,
that limits the registration of
residential plots to those
measuring 180 square yards
and above in Gurgaon.

Residing in F block of Sun-
city Township off Golf Course
Road, Bhardwaj can neither sell
her 2BHK apartment — pur-
chased in 2003 and measuring
less than 180 sq yards — nor
avail of a mortgage because it’s
notregistered. “My children are
growing up, they need a separ-
ate room. I cannot think of get-
ting my elder son married be-
cause of this,” she said.

She is not alone.

For over 70 similarly placed
homeowners in Suncity, and
hundreds of families across pri-
vate plotted colonies in Gur-
gaon, the dream of undisputed
property ownership has turned
into a 15-year-long ordeal. De-
spite paying the full sale con-
sideration, taking possession,
and paying municipal taxes,
these residents are continually
denied property registration.

At the core of the dispute is
the 2009 administrative circu-
lar. Homeowners point out that
the state governmentitselfhad
amended the Haryana Devel-
opment and Regulation of
Urban Areas Act, 1975, in Sep-
tember 2009. The amendment
introduced Section 3-C, which
explicitly permits the registra-
tion of independent residential
floorsinlicensed colonies with-
out prescribing any minimum
plot size restriction, while also
enabling the government to
collect additional stamp duty.

Suncity homeowners ap-
proached the Punjab and Ha-
ryana High Courtin 2022, seek-
ing the enforcement of their
right to property registration.

Key government depart-
ments — including the State of
Haryana (through the Financial
Commissioner & Principal Sec-

retary) and the Department of
Revenue & Disaster Manage-
ment — are yet to file their
replies in court. Only the Direc-
torate of Town and Country
Planning and the developer,
Suncity Projects, have re-
sponded, stating that a policy
revision is being deliberated.
HUDA hasalso filed an affidavit.

In their petition, residents
accused the authorities of dis-
criminatory and arbitrary con-
duct. The petition highlighted
that banks are refusing to pro-
vide reverse mortgage loans to
senior citizens, solely because
their conveyance deeds are un-
registered. Unable to legally
transfer or sell their properties,
many buyers have been forced
into the General Power of Attor-
ney (GPA) route, creating se-
vere legal uncertainty.

Chitresh Dutta (70), aretired
Central government engineer
who bought his Suncity home
in 2004, said: “My children have
all grown up. I am not able to
sell, soI can’t even think of get-
ting abigger property.”

Dr Chanchal Deol (67), an
orthopaedic surgeon, pointed
out the financial limitations for
senior citizens. “Iamnotableto
sell or take a reverse mortgage.
I want to shift to Delhi to be
close tomy family, butIamun-
able to,” he added. Jyoti Bora
(63), aretired house manager at
Assam Bhawan in Delhi, said.
“Our home is undervalued.”

The crisis extends far
beyond Suncity.

At Sushant Lok Extension,
RWA president Pawan Yadav
said that properties even a few
yards short of the 180 sq yard-
mark are being denied registra-
tion. He added that there are at
least 500 families in Sushant Lok
2 and 3 who possess allotment
letters and builder-buyer agree-
ments, but no title or convey-
ance deeds. “Those who are old
have medical expensesthey can-
not pay for. If100 sq yard plotsby
the housing board can be regis-
tered, then why not ours?”

In Sushant Lok, the impasse
hasalso impacted local govern-
ance. “As per norms, we cannot
take those without registered
plots as voting members. So,
like tenants, they are non-vot-
ing RWA members as of now,”
Yadav explained.

At F Block of Suncity Township in Gurgaon. Express

| SEVEN CGHS SOCIETIES FACING SUPPLY ISSUES SINCE 30 DAYS, SAYS DELHI JAL BOARD

Taps almostdry in 8 Dwarkasectors,
sometles spendlng lakhs on tankers

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, May 8

“CLEAR ALL emergencies” —a
message from a senior Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) official in a Whats-
App group formed this
summer, asking his officials to
do the needful to ensure
“smooth water supply” to hous-
ing societies in Dwarka - has
donelittle to reassure local resi-
dents facing a water crisis that
has forced many resident wel-
fare associations (RWAS) to
spend up to Rs 11akh a month
each on water tankers.

Across parts of Dwarka, in-
cluding sectors 6, 10, 11, 12 and
13, residents said piped water
supply has either sharply re-
duced, comes at extremely low
pressure, or has stopped alto-
gether for the two months. The
societies, which earlier received
water for two hours or more
every day, now claimed that
supply lasted for only afew min-
utes, forcingthemtodependon
DJB and private water tankers.

The DJB, while responding
to a resident on Friday
morning, admitted that there
was a problem.

“The Seven CGHS Societies
of Dwarka are facing short
supply issuessincelast 30 days,
beingsituated at tail end of dis-
tribution network in Com-
mand of CT-2 Madhu Vihar.
The Delhi Jal Board attempted
torationalize the supply by op-
erating sluice valves on loop
lines, but no significant im-
provement was observed. To
mitigate the situation, suffi-
cient water tankers are being
deployed on daily basis to fill
the societies’ underground res-
ervoirs (UGRs),” it said while re-
plying to a post by Sudha Iyer,
the joint secretary of Dwarka
Forum, aregistered body of the
sub-city residents.

Iyer is a resident of Shivalik
Apartments in Sector 6, home
to around 500 people. The so-
ciety requires around 50 kilo-
litres of water daily. Residents
said the supply, which earlier
lasted about two hours, now
comes for barely five to 10 min-
utes and that too, at low press-
ure. The society currently needs
around four tankers every day
to ensure its functioning,.

“For the last 20-25 days,
when the water comes, the
pressure is very low,” said D P
Kalyan, RWA president of Shi-
valik Apartments. “We are regu-
larly in touch with higher auth-
orities and they keep saying,
‘Yes, we are looking into your
problem’. But they are unable to
find where the leakage is.”

Iyer said the issue is not li-
mited to a single society. “The
main affected areas are sector 10,
6,11 and 13, along with some so-
cietiesin Sector 12,” she added.

“Each and every society is

paying a huge amount to en-
sure water supply. It is costing
us heavily — at least Rs 11akh a
month,” she said.

According to Iyer, while
shortage of water in summetr is
not uncommon in Dwarka, the
scale of the current crisis is un-
usual. “We never had so much
of an issue earlier. Even if there
was a problem, it would last
only a day or two. In summers,
thereis generally ashortfall, but
not like the crisis we have seen
in thelast 20-25 days,” she said.

The dependence on tankers
has also created a major finan-
cial burden for RWAs. While
DJB tankers are cheaper, so-
cieties claim they are not always
available on time, forcing them
to rely on private suppliers. “If
we call a private tanker, it comes
within 10 minutes but charges
Rs 2,500. A DJB tanker costs
around Rs 700,” Iyer said.

For many elderly residents
living on fixed incomes, the ad-
ditional expense hasbecome dif-
ficulttomanage. “Weneed sixto
eight tankers every day. Mostly
retired people live here, and
these extra charges are difficult
tobear,” said SushilaSrinivasan,
aresident and RWA membetr.

R N Yadav, another RWA
member, described the shortage
as the worst in decades. “I have
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(Above) A DJB water tanker at Madhur Jeevan Apartment in Sector
10 of Dwarka on Friday; (left) Sushila Srinivasan, treasurer of
Shivalik Apartments RWA shows a bill after making advance
payment to DJB for water tankers. viVEK PRAKASH KRISHNA

been living here for over 25
years. Thisisthefirsttime weare
facing such an acute problem.”

At Sanskriti Apartments in
Sector 10, which houses around
300 residents, the society
requires around 20 kilolitres of
water daily. Residents said they
earlier received supply for
nearly two hours, but now get
barely one hour of low-pressure
water. The society is now ma-
naging with two to three
tankers every day.

At Thiruvizhai Apartments
in Sector 11, which has around
300 residents and requires
nearly 50 kilolitres of water
daily, the supply has dropped
from two to two-and-a-half
hours to 10-15 minutes at low
pressure, residents said. The so-
ciety now uses the services of
around four tankers daily.

Mathew Tharian, amember
of the society RWA, said the
shortage began unusually early
this year. “This is the first time
that from February onwards we
are facing acute water prob-
lems. Earlier, the issue would
only arise in April or May.”

A J Philip, the RWA presi-
dent, added, “Water supplyisa
perennial problem. But this
year, the issue is severe.”

Tharian questioned why
tankers were available while
piped supply remained erratic.
“They are saying there is a
water shortage, but for tankers
there is no shortage... How are
they supplying this much water
through tankers?”

He added that residents are
reluctant to use private tankers
because of concerns over

e ASPIRING TO CELEBRATE ‘INDIA-ISRAEL PARTNERSHIP’, HIS MURAL IS INAUGURATED BY ISRAEL EMBASSY

Zubin Mehta L()dhl Art Dlstrlct S newest resident

Suanshu Khurana
New Delhi, May 8

PAINTED ACROSS the sideofa
residential blockin New Delhi's
Lodhi Art District, a mural fea-
turing a towering black-and-
white portrait of renowned
India-born conductor Zubin
Mehta beside an orchestra
being conducted by him, was
inaugurated in the Capital's
open-air art space on Friday.
Led by Reuven Azar, Am-
bassador of the State of Israel to
India, the commemoration,
which comes just after Mehta's
90th birthday on April 29, in-
tendsto celebrate "the bond be-
tween India and Israel," said
Azar, as Mehta conducting Ita-
lian composer Antonio Vivaldi's
The Four Seasons with the Is-
rael Philharmonic Orchestra
played in the background.
Commissioned by theIsraeli
embassy almost a year ago, the
mural was executed by
members of Delhi-based art
platform ImageNation. After
securing permissions from the
New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMQC), the artists, led by Ak-
shat Sinha and Yashika Gupta
of ImageNation, took about
four months to create the
mural. Deepak Saini, 32, the
mural's lead artist, said he had
never met Mehta and worked

Zubin Mehta wall mural at the Lodhi Art District on Friday. AmiT MEHRA

onthe portrait using areference
photo he found most striking,.

Set against a teal back-
ground, with government resi-
dential housingwindows facing
the street, the mural also fea-
tures sheet music notes wafting
above a musically absorbed or-
chestra drawn in classic black-
and-white outfits. The large
portrait, showing Mehta in a
turtleneck, depicts a younger
version of the maestro, who
grew up in Mumbai.

Mehta first acquired West-
ern melodies by listening to his

father and musician Mehli
Mehta's collection of one-sided
78 RPM records and Bombay
String Quartet performances.

He hasbeen associated with
the Israel Philharmonic Or-
chestra since 1961, starting in-
itially as a guest conductor,
then becoming the orchestra's
musicdirectorin1977,and later
serving as 'conductor for life'
since 1981. He was only 25 when
he first conducted the Israel
Philharmonic and has since
performed over 5,000 concerts
with the orchestra.

Azar spoke of the history of
the Israel Philharmonic and
how, in 1936, the orchestra was
formed by gathering Jewish
musicians from Europe "in a
period when darkness was
looming over Europe, when
Jewish musicians were being
fired and persecuted."

Azar spoke of Polish violin-
ist Bronistaw Huberman, who
invited Jewish musicians to be
a part of the Israel Philhar-
monic Orchestra "to save them
and their families from exter-
mination by the Nazis". "This s
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the same year (1936) that
another famous musician was
born, and that was Zubin
Mehta, and for 70 years he has
been working with the Israel
Philharmonic," he said.

Last January, Mehta drew
attention when he cancelled all
his engagements in Israel, cit-
ing his disagreement with Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's recent policies. "I
do not agree with PM Netany-
ahu's policies and this is the
reason that led me to take the
decision that includes the can-
cellation of all my engagements
forthe season," Mehta had said
to the press in Florence before
saying the same in Mumbai.

He remains committed,
however, to the Spain-based
West-Eastern Divan Orchestra,
founded by his friend, the Jew-
ish conductor Daniel Baren-
boim, who holds both Israeli
and Palestinian citizenship.

On India-Israel relations,
Azar said that Jews always felt
very safe in India. "They con-
tinue to feel safe because India
has always been a society of ac-
ceptance of the other.... We
stand together; we have been
working together to create the
capabilities that we need to
overcome the challenges, and I
am sure we will prevail...,"
added Azar.

quality. “The water quality of
private water tankers is very
bad. That is why we are relying
only on DJB tankers,” he added.

At IDC CGHS in Sector 11,
which has 107 flats and more
than 330 residents, the daily
water requirementisaround 100
kilolitres, said Anil Kundra, gen-
eral secretary of both Dwarka
Forum and IDC CGHS Limited.

He said that over the last
four to five years, the society re-
ceived 50-60 kilolitres through
regular supply and managed
the remaining requirement of
40-50 Kkilolitres through DJB
and private tankers. “But from
the first week of March to April
30, daily supply fell to just 5-10
kilolitres,” he said, adding that
the situation had slightly im-
proved over the last few days.

Kundra said the society has
begun sendingindividual water
consumption alerts toresidents
after tracking metre usage.

The RWA of Royal Green
Apartments and Vyas Kunj
Apartments in Sector 11 wrote
to the DJB on May 7, flagging
“severe water shortage prob-
lems since March 2026” and
warning that the situation was
“worsening day by day”.

In the letter, Royal Green
Apartments RWA president
Rohit Uberoi sought that water
level in the main underground
reservoir at Akshardham in
Sector19beincreased to 13 feet
and the duration of daily
supply be extended by at least
one hour. The society of 792
residents requires about 1,000
litres of water per household
per day.

| Tried torationalise

| supply, ‘no significant
improvement
observed’, says DJB

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, May 8

THE DELHI Jal Board (DJB) on
Friday said that it had attempted
to rationalise water supply by
“operating sluice valves on loop
lines”, but “no significant im-
provement was observed”, even
asseven CGHS (Central Govern-
ment Health Scheme) societies
in Dwarka — “situated at the tail
end of the distribution network”
under (CT) command tank 2
Madhu Vihar — continued to
face short supply of water for the
last 30 days.

Operating a sluice valve in-
volves specific steps taken to
ensure proper water distribu-
tion in loop lines and prevent
damage to the infrastructure.

The water shortage being
reported by CGHS societies in
Dwarka is not only a case of re-
duced household supply, but
also a problem linked to how
water is supplied through the
area’s distribution network.

In Dwarka, treated water is
not supplied directly from the
water treatment plant to indi-
vidual societies. The DJB
supply chain begins at the
Dwarka Water Treatment Plant
(WTP), from where treated
water is carried through main
transmission lines to com-
mand tanks and underground
reservoirs. From these points,
water is pushed into local dis-
tribution lines that feed sectors,
pockets and housing societies.

The CT system isimportant
because it divides the area into
different supply zones.

In this case, the affected so-
cieties fall under CT-2 Madhu
Vihar, which functions as one
of the command points for
parts of Dwarka. Water from
such a command tank is dis-
tributed through a network of

pipelines, valves and loop lines
before it reaches the internal
underground reservoirs of
housing societies.

According to DJB officials,
the affected societies are lo-
cated toward the far end of the
pipeline system. In such loca-
tions, water pressure can drop
by the time supply reaches the
final stretch, especially if there
is uneven drawal, inadequate
pressure, valve imbalance or
losses alongtheline. Asaresult,
residents staying at the tail end
may receive water for a shorter
duration or at lower pressure
than those located closer to the
main supply point.

The DJB said on Friday that
it attempted to rationalise
supply by operating sluice
valves on loop lines. Such
measures are taken to balance
supply between different parts
of a command area, particu-
larly when some pockets are re-
ceiving more water while
others are facing short supply.

The DJB said sufficient
tankers are beingdeployed daily
to fill the underground reser-
voirs of the affected societies.
Thesereservoirsare theinternal
storage tanks inside societies.
Once filled, water is pumped
from these tanks to overhead
tanks or into the society’s inter-
nal distribution system, from
where it reachesindividual flats.

The Indian Express spoke to
three senior DJB officials who
maintained that Dwarka WTP
is functioning on optimum
capacity.

“Command tank 2 had 4.5
m water level early Friday,
whichisabovethe allocated ca-
pacity of 4.2 m. This clearly
eliminates possibilities of
supply concerns from the WTP
and command tanks,” said a
senior official.
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300 RESIDENTS, 25 TANKERS, 6 DAYS: Record of water tankers
arriving at Sanskriti Apartments in Sector 10. VIVEK PRAKASH KRISHNA

LIQUOR POLICY CASE

HC awaits consent from
counsel to represent
Kejriwal, Sisodia, Pathak

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, May 8

JUSTICE SWARANA Kanta
Sharma ofthe Delhi High Court
Friday said that the court is
“awaiting consent from some
persons” who are expected to
represent the three AAPleaders
— Arvind Kejriwal, Manish Si-
sodiaand Durgesh Pathak —as
amicuscuriaeinthe CBI'schal-
lenge to the discharge of 23 ac-
cused in the alleged liquor pol-
icy scam.

After the three leaders de-
clared last month that they will
opttogolegally unrepresented
before Justice Sharma’s court
in the excise policy case, the
Judge earlier thisweek had said
that she will be appointing
three senior advocatestorepre-
sent them. The court is ex-
pected to pass an order on the
senior advocates appointed to
represent the three on Monday.

In criminal cases, where an
amicus curiae is appointed to
represent an unrepresented
litigant, the amicus curiae often
serves as the defence lawyer.

However, what presents a

| unique position here is the fact

that Kejriwal, Sisodia and Pa-
thak have voluntarily refused to
berepresented by legal counsel
inthe HC.

The HC, while dealing with
criminal matterswhich involve
a question of law, in the past,
has also appointed amicus cu-
riae, largely to assist the court.

Meanwhile, AAP’s former
communications in-charge
Vijay Nair and media executive
Arvind Kumar Sigh have
moved applications before the
HC, challenging the maintain-
ability of the CBI'srevision plea.

The CBI, in a revision plea
before the HC, is challenging a
trial court order from February
thatdischarged 23 accused —in-
cluding Kejriwal, Sisodia and
Pathak - in the excise policy
case. In April, the three AAP
leaders, in three letters pur-
portedly sent to Justice Sharma
after she refused to recuse her-
self from hearingthe CBI’'s plea,
had said that they will be opting
togolegally unrepresented be-
fore the court. In a purported
‘satyagraha’ move, they ob-
jected to Justice Sharma’s al-
leged “public association with
the RSS’s legal front™.

' Manbeaten,

abandonedon
railway tracks

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 8

A 24-YEAR-OLD man was al-
legedly assaulted by a group of
friends in Outer Delhi’s
Bhalswa Dairy and left
abandoned on railway tracks,
police said.

The victim, identified as
Mohit, was attacked by four of
his friends on April 25, officers
said. He was found on the
tracks by police and taken to
hospital. CCTV footage shows
four individuals with Mohit at
around 11:30 pm on April 25,
the night of the incident.

Mohit's family said they
learned of the assault the fol-
lowing day, after he had been
hospitalised. His mother, San-
geeta Devi, told reporters that
the family was travelling when
the news reached them. “We
reached Safdarjung Hospital...
my son was in severe pain. Doc-
tors say he might need to have
hislegs amputated.,” she said.

Sangeeta added that her son
wasa passionate dancer and par-
ticipated in dancebattles. Police
registered an FIR on May 6
under relevant sections of BNS
related to causing hurt, wrongful
restraint and common inten-
tion. Noarrestshave been made
so far, police said.



ADVERTORIAL

From Unauthorized to Empowered: A New Chapter
of Urban Transformation Begins in the Capital

With legal ownership finally becoming a reality, 900,000 families across
Delhi are stepping into a future of greater security and opportunity.

NOW DELHI SAYS— Applications 1
THANK open on the This now brings an end to the
SWAGAM portal decades of uncertainty and now
: gives them a chance to pursue
YO U' M 0 DI j I from AP"' 24: the dreams of their lives in peace,
2026— without any threat of eviction or
: , ' . displacement.
When a family smiles holding the your rights, now This would change the
legal papers of their home...When in your hands T LA And till the fortune
a young person begins planning of Delhi changes, the country’s
their future...When the first ray of No long queues... fortune will not change.

development reaches a colony...
One voice echoes from every heart:

“Thank you, Modi Ji!"”
“This is not just a scheme—

itis trust.”
A trust that:

A Every citizen will receive their

rights

A Development will be inclusive
A Delhiwill transform—

for the better

“Your city, your
responsibility.”
The government is doing its part—
now it's our turn:
A Keep the city clean
A Follow the rules
A Participate in development
Because now, Delhi offers both
rights and development—
With Modi Ji:
Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas

or years, millions of families

living in unauthorized

colonies in Delhi were
caught in a strange paradox—
they had homes, yet no legal
ownership. There was no clear
property title, no full access to
government services, and no
sense of security about the
future,

Today, under the visionary
leadership of Hon'ble Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi, Delhi is
witnessing a historic transforma-
tion where dreams are finally be-
ing recognized by law, and
homes are being honored with
rightful ownership.

This is not just a policy deci-
sion; it is an effort to restore
identity, dignity, and security to
millions who have waited for
decades.

Because now, their homes are
no longer just places to live—
they are legally theirs.

And across the streets of Delhi,
a new voice echoes:"Thank
you, Modi Jit"

A New Dawn for 900,000
Families

For over 4.5 million people liv-
ing in unauthorized colonies, a
new era has begun.

These residents have long lived
in uncertainty and insecurity.
With legal recognition now in
place, not only are their property
rights strengthened, but they are
also gaining social and economic
stability.

A dream that remained incom-
plete for years is finally turning
into reality.

This is not merely requlariza-
tion—it is the restoration of dig-
nity, security, and rights.— CM
Rekha Gupta

PM-UDAY: A DREAM REAL-
IZED

Launched in 2019, the Prad-
han Mantri  Unauthorized
Colonies in Delhi Awas Adhikar
Yojana (PM-UDAY) has granted
ownership rights to lakhs of fam-
ilies for the first time.

No middlemen...
Just one click—and
your home becomes

legally yours.

So far, around 40,000 con-
veyance deeds have been issued.
However, due to technical and
procedural complexities, progress
had been relatively slow.

Now, by removing these bottle-
necks, the government has accel-
erated the scheme with renewed
momentum.

“AS-1S WHERE-IS" - THE
GUARANTEE OF THE
BIGGEST CHANGE

Out of Delhi’s 1,731 unautho-
rized colonies, 1,511 will now be
regularized on an "as-is where-
is” basis.

What does this mean?

B No requirement for layout
plans

B Existing homes will be con-
sidered legally valid

A Major Step Toward

W All plots approved for resi-
dential use

B Relief extended to small
shops

This is not just a reform—it is
a guarantee of real change in
people’s lives.

FASTER, TRANSPARENT, AND
SIMPLER PROCESSES

Where files once took months,
work will now be completed in
days:

B GIS survey report in 7 days

B Deficiency Resolution Memo
in 15 days

B Conveyance deed issued

- Narendra Modi, »ime winiver l

within 45 days

B Mandatory maintenance of
PM-UDAY register

Additionally:

B ADM appointed as the sin-
gle nodal officer

B Surveys conducted at the lo-
cal level

M Online applications through
the SWAGAM portal

With digital tracking and appli-
cation systems, transparency has
increased, and citizens no longer
need to run from office to office.

This is the new system of a
double-engine government—
simple, fast, and reliable.

Inclusive Devel

. '
4 =

. -

arlier, several areas were
excluded from the TOD
policy. Now, an addi-
tional 80 sg. km has
been included.

This means:

A Unauthorized colonies en-
ter the mainstream of de-

velopment
A Empower citizens
A Elevate Delhi to a world-

class city

Delhi’s New Urban Vision: A

Step Toward Transformation

Regularization of unauthorized
colonies and the TOD policy are
not just about legal recogni-
tion—they lay the foundation of
a modern urban model where
every citizen has access to better
infrastructure, connectivity, and

opment

quality of life.

From Reality to Resolution

Over the past two decades,
Delhi's population has nearly
doubled. Rapid urban expansion
led to unplanned development in
many areas—resulting in thou-
sands of unauthorized colonies,
hundreds of slums, and numer-
ous villages with inadequate in-
frastructure.

For years, this reality was ig-
nored. Now, the policy focus has
shifted—from avoidance to ac-
ceptance, and from problem to
practical solution.

The Delhi of Tomorrow:
Planned, Inclusive, Capable

With support from the central
government, this initiative marks a
strong beginning toward trans-
forming Delhi into a systematic
and planned city.

Its impact will go beyond infra-
structure—it will redefine lifestyle,
connectivity, and the overall urban
experience.This is not just develop-
ment—it is the beginning of a new
identity for Delhi.

Key Transformations: Before vs Now

velopment
A Land pooling areas are
now included ke ikt b
- Beneficianes Limited progress, slow process ~4.5 million citizens benefitted
.NI'.'IW* Delhi’s la I'Idﬁl?ﬂ PE Conveyance Deeds 40,000 issued | Faster process, continuous growth
wi Il change—and so will its Approval Process Multi-level approvals (DDA officials) ADM as single nodal officer
mindset. Nodal Agency Complex muiti-agency system Revenue Department leads
Because this is no longer | surveyProcess Conducted by DDA officials Joint survey by Patwari & Naib Tehsildar
just about homes—it's | Timeline No fixed timeline 45 days for deed issuance
about the future of the en- | Record Management Limited, scattered PM-UDAY register maintained
tire city. Basi¢ of Regularisation Layout plan mandatory As-is where-is basis
Coverage Limited, complex 1,511 out of 1,731 colonies included
This initiative will: SehubodNuiis Ly ooty Chosaty e e, foodpliess projecied oves
A Transform unplanned | SSeton o _ i sk
wth into organized de- | oo onp., e Cansumg Duecty Revenue Department
o g Apsiicalion Priocess Offline Online via SWAGAM portal
ol = oE = epaperindianexpress.com EE =

ith regularization, these
W-:nl-:::nies will now see
structured development

by government agencies.

Earlier, unclear legal status lim-
ited development. Now, infrastruc-
ture investment will increase.

What has changed?

A MCD will issue Regularisation
Certificates

A Revenue Department will pro-
vide Conveyance Deeds and Autho-
rization Slips

Alnfrastructure development will
be ensured

Now, colonies will have:

ABetter roads

ASafer streets

AModern amenities

A New Vision for Delhi: TOD
Policy

While rights are being granted,
the future is also being strength-
ened.

Enter the Transit Oriented Devel-
opment (TOD) Palicy.

This policy aims to integrate
transport and housing by promoting
high-density, planned development
around metro and transit corridors.

It enables people to live closer to
transit, improving ease of living and
encouraging walkability.

What will change?

A Affordable housing options

A Better connectivity

A Smart and planned urban
growth

A New Era of Affordable
Housing

Under the new policy:

A Development within 500 me-
ters on both sides of Metro/RRTS
corridors

A Around 207 sq. km area
opened for development

A Smaller plots (minimum 2000
5q. m) now eligible

A Maximum FAR increased up to
500

A 65% FAR mandatory for resi-
dential use

A Promotion of affordable hous-
ing units (=99 sq.m)

A Remaining FAR allowed for
commercial and flexible use

Regularization of unauthorized
colonies and the TOD policy to-
gether will redefine housing, urban
development, and ease of living in
Delhi.

This is not just about regulariza-
tion—it is a step toward an inclu-
sive, planned, and modern urban
model that ensures better quality
of life and infrastructure.
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Display Nudge

BJP LEADERS across the
country have been directed
toreplace their display pic-
tures on their social media
handles with the Operation
Sindoor logo to commemor-
atethe first anniversary of
the counter-terrorism oper-
ation. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Cabinet min-
isters and the senior leaders
have already done the same.
Some government officials
have also received
messages to change their
display pictures until May
10 and also spread the word
among colleaguesin their
respective departments.

Notes Exchange

THE CABINET Secretariat
islearnt to have taken the
initiative to crowd-source a
list of good practices or
learnings from officers of
all-India, Central and state
services across the country.
All Secretaries to the Gov-
ernment of India and Chief
Secretaries have been asked
to encourage officers work-
ingintheirjurisdictions to
write notes about good or
innovative work they’ve
donein publicadministra-
tion, whetheritis asmall
procedural improvement or
alarger systemic reform.
Selected notes will then be
shared so otherscanlearn
from thoseideas.

Quirky Query

THE SUPREME Courton
Friday had a quirky query
foramanseekingbailina
murder case. As hislawyer
said the name of the
accusedischhotu, Justice
Vikram Nath presiding over
atwo-judge bench was
quickto ask: “Why do you
dobadabadakaam?” The
courtultimately wentonto
give him bail after his law-
yer pointed out that he has
beeninjail since 2024.

Farooq attacker,
wholosthomein
Kashmir, blamed
him for militancy:
Chargesheet

Arun Sharma
Jammu, May 8

IN ITS 600-page chargesheet
onthe assassination attempton
National Conference president
Farooq Abdullah, the J&K po-
lice said the prime accused
blamed the former CM for mili-
tancy, which forced himtoleave
his land in Kashmir. The
chargesheet against 63-year-old
Kamal Singh Jamwal said he
harboured agrudge against Ab-
dullah over hislost home.

Jamwal was arrested onthe
spot after allegedly opening fire
at Abdullah from close range
during a marriage function in
the Greater Kailash area in
Jammu on March 11. Abdullah,
who was accompanied by Dep-
uty Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary and other senior
partyleaders, had a miraculous
escape.

Jamwal, a resident of old
Jammu city’s Purani Mandi
area, is in judicial custody. “I
have not done this at the behest
of anyone. I fired at him as I
think of him as being respon-
sible for the spread of militancy.
I'wanted to kill him for the past
20 years,” he told police.

The issue snowballed into a
controversy between the Omar
Abdullah-led J&K government
and the L-G administration, as
the Home Department falls
under the purview of the latter.
Ruling partyleadersblamed the
assassination attempt on a

“major security lapse”, accusing
the administration of withdraw-
ingthesecurity cover of non-BJP
politiciansin the UT.

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram, May 8

MAKING THE decision to
choose Kerala’s next Chief Min-
ister more complex for the Con-
gress high command, hundreds
of party workers took to the
streetsacrossthestate on Friday
in support of Leader of Opposi-
tion VD Satheesan.

A section of workers, un-
happy with Congress general
secretary (organisation) K C Ve-
nugopal also being in the con-
tention despite not being ac-
tively involved in state politics,
declared they would accept no
oneotherthan Satheesanas CM
and warned the party leadership
against “parachuting” any other
leader into the post. Those
against Venugopal, who is said
to enjoy the support of an “over-
whelming” majority of the Con-
gress’s 63 MLAS, hisrivalsin the
party point out that Venugopal
is not an MLA and the party’s
central leadership had, in the
run-up to the polls, decided not
to field MPs in the elections.

AcrossKerala, right fromthe
state capital to other parts of the
state, Congress workers
thronged the streets with the slo-
gan with placards of Satheesan
and the slogan, “Let the leader
who led the battle govern the
state.” The Leader of Opposition
(LoP) in the now dissolved As-
sembly, Satheesan led the
United Democratic Front (UDF)
as it took on the CPI(M) and
former Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan in thelast five years. Be-
sides, Satheesan also questioned
the communal remarks of
prominent Hindu leader Vellap-
pally Natesan, who heads the

Congress workers take out a march in Thrissur on Friday. Express

Sree Narayana Dharma Paripa-
lana (SNDP) Yogam, when other
senior Congress leaders re-
mained silent. This helped the
Congresswin the “secularvotes”,
party insiders estimate. Before
the elections, Satheesan de-
clared that he would retire from
politics if the UDF failed to win
100 seats. The Congress-led al-
liance ended up winning 102 in
the 140-member House.
Workersand localleaderson
Friday took to the streets hours
after Satheesan urged them to
desist from processions and the
practice of erecting flex boards
forleaders. “These are moments
of happiness and pride forus. In
such a situation, neither the
leaders nor the workers should
do anything that would create
difficulties for the party ortheal-
liance,” the Congressleader said
in a post on his Facebook page.
In Malappuram, Congress
workers were seen marching
andsayingoutloud, “Wewill ac-
cept only VD as the Chief Min-
ister. We voted for VD. Secular
Kerala is with VD.” In Irikkur,

Kannur, which is a Congress
pocket borough, party workers
cameoutagainstthebid tobring
Venugopal as the CM, as there
had been reports that sitting
Congress MLA Sajeev Joseph
would resign and pave the way
for Venugopal to contest from
the seat after he becomes the
CM. Joseph had not denied the
reports.

Congressworkers staged the
demonstrations in Satheesan’s
support, defyingthe stateleader-
ship that warned they would
face action for doing so. After
state Congress president Sunny
Joseph said party district com-
mittees were entitled to take ac-
tion against workers and leaders
who take out open marches, the
District Congress Committee in
Idukki suspended three leaders
whotook partina pro-Satheesan
march.

However, Idukki MP Dean
Kuriakose came out against the
suspensions, saying, "The senti-
ments of workers should be re-
spected, where they will air their
views. They had toiled for the

complicte KeralaC pick

party'ssuccess. The disciplinary
action is not the remedy.”
Former Congress state president
and newly elected MLA K Mura-
leedharansaid, “Ifeel that those
who toil should be given the
wages. Flex boards will not elect
the leaders. There is a process.
The presentissueisaboutagen-
erational shift. That will be
solved,” he said.

On Thursday, Congress
workersalsoheld amarchinSa-
theesan’s supportinIritty inthe
Peravoor constituency repre-
sented by Sunny Joseph.

The CPM example

In Kerala, Congress workers
rarely hit the streets for aleader.
In this instance, it is more no-
table because Satheesan does
not have the support of any one
group. The workers are on the
streets for Satheesan at a time
when he does not enjoy the sup-
port of MLAs in the race for the
CM, where numbers matter in
the game. This situation is a
throwbacktowhat CPI(M)in Ke-
rala had witnessed on the eve of
the Assembly elections of 2006.
Then, the CPI(M) state leader-
shipunder Pinarayi Vijayanhad
denied a ticket to V S Achutha-
nandan to contest the polls. The
decision came after Achutha-
nandan spent five years as Op-
position leader, taking on the
Congress government.

CPI(M) workers hit the
streets against the party leader-
ship. Sensing the mood was
against it, the CPI(M) central
leadershipintervened toensure
the candidature of Achuthanan-
dan, who led the Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) toabigwin as
itwon 99 seats.
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Preparations underway for the swearing-in, at Brigade Parade Ground in Kolkata on Thursday. PARTHA PAUL

Bengal Assembly prepares for
new govt’s first Cabinet meet

Sweety Kumari & Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 8

FOLLOWING THE conclusion
of the West Bengal Assembly
elections and the transition to-
wards a new government, the
State Legislative Assembly is
undergoing a visible trans-
formation, with officials and
staffersworkingin full swingto
prepare the premises for an in-
augural cabinet meeting likely
after the swearing-in ceremony
on Saturday.

While formal confirmation
on the cabinet meeting is still
pending, the state administra-
tion hasinitiated a protocol for
the removal of official name-
plates of the outgoing MLAS
and ministers to make way for
the newly elected represen-
tatives.

Maintenance teamsand the
Public Works Department have
been deployed to sanitise
chambers, which includes the
installation of new signage and
updating the furniture.

ACTOR-POLITICIAN’S PARTY ENDS DOMINANCE OF DMK, AIADMK IN THESOUTHERN STATE

As TVK heads towards power in Tamil Nadu,
the numbers behind the Vijay moment

AnjishnuDas
New Delhi, May 8

AS ACTOR-POLITICIAN Vijay
and his Tamilaga Vettri Kazha-
gam (TVK) getready to formthe
government in Tamil Nadu after
receivingsupport fromthe Con-
gressand smaller partiessuch as
the VCK, the CPI, and the
CPI(M), an analysis of the results
shows that the debutant party
was not only able to carve a
space for itself by ousting the
Dravidian major in 91 seats, but
also played the role of spoilsport
in 51 seats by securing more
votes than the winner’s margin.
Vijay is set to form the first non-
DMK and non-AIADMK govern-
ment in Tamil Nadu since 1967.

The TVK’s performance,
winning 108 of the total 234
seats, is among the most suc-
cessful debuts in Tamil Nadu,
bettered only by the then actor-
politician M G Ramachandran-
led AIADMK in 1977, when it
won 130 seats after breaking
away from the DMK. However,
the TVK’s vote share of 34.9%
this year is considerably higher
than the AIADMK’s 30.4%,
which saw the state’s earliest
three-cornered contest along
with the Congress five decades
ago.

In converting Vijay’s popu-
larity into votes, the TVK cor-
nered more than a third of the
state-wide vote share, reducing
the DMK to 24.2% (its fourth-lo-

TVK’svoteshare

The TVK won 108
seats, including 11
with more than
50% of the vote
share, 48 with
between 40% and
50%, and 49 with
less than 40%

Lowest winning vote share:
USILAMPATTI: 29.3%

Lowest overall vote share:
NEYVELI: 20.3%

SOURCE:EC

Highest vote share:
PERAMBUR:
Vijay,

58.9%
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west vote share in party history)
and the ATADMK to 21.21% (its
lowest vote share ever).
Though just 11 of the TVK’s
108 seats were won with more
than 50% of the vote share, it
won its seats by an average mar-
ginof22,631votes, well above the
state-wide average winning
margin 0f 16,784, and just shy of
the average margin set in the
2021 polls at 23,946 votes.
Notably, 23 of the TVK’swins
came in seats where the DMK
had won at least 50% of the vote
share in 2021, and another 3
seatswhere the AIADMK had se-
cured more than half the vote.

n a further indication of the
TVK’s impact, the number of
seats where the winner secured
less than 40% of the vote share
hasgrown fromjust13in2021to
150 this year. Of these 150 seats,
there were 49 TVK candidates
whowon afterwinningless than
40% of the vote share, followed
by the DMK at 48, and the
AIADMK at 35.

But among these 150 seats
are 39 where the vote-share gap
between the winner and the
third-place finisher wasless than
S percentage points, making
themamongthe closest triangu-
lar contests in this election. In

Palani, for instance, the
ATADMK won by securing 32.1%
of the vote share, with the TVK
in second at 31.8% and the
CPI(M) in third at 31.4%, which
meansjust 0.7-percentage points
separated the candidates and
that just a slight change in voter
preferences could have led to a
different outcome. Of the 39
suchseats, the TVKwon 12 while
the DMK and AIADMK each
won1l.

There were another 49 seats
that saw bipolar con-
tests — where the
winner and runner-up
were within S5-percen-

| O

and DMK farbehind at11and 6,
respectively. While ATADMK
chief Edappadi K. Palaniswami
won his Edappadi seat with
57.7% of the vote share, more
than 38 percentage points
ahead of the runner-up for the
biggest such gapinthiselection,
the TVK managed to win 14
seats with a vote-share gap of at
least 20 percentage points, the
highest among all the parties.
Besides emerging as the
single-largest party, the TVK
also cutintoitsrivals’vote
shares in 51 seats. Though
the TVK finished in third
place in all these seats, it

tage points of the vote secured more votes than
share ofeach other,and the winning margin. It
thethird-place finisher cost the DMK in 23 such
was more than 5-percentage seats and the AIADMK in 19
points behind the runner-up. such seats.

The DMK was the most suc-
cessful in bipolar contests, win-
ning 21 such seats, followed by
the TVK at 17 and the AIADMK
farbehind at 6. While 24 of these
bipolar fights were between the
DMK and TVK, 7 were between
the AIADMK and TVK, and 9
were between the traditional ri-
vals DMK and
ATADMK.

However, the most tellingin-
dicator of the TVK’s win is the
number of seats where the win-
ningcandidate wasahead ofthe
runner-up in vote share terms
by atleast10-percentage points.
Of the total 66 such seats, the
TVK won 47, with the AIADMK

Across Tamil Nadu, 163 seats
changed handsbetween parties
this time compared to the 2021
elections. The TVK wrested 26
seats from the AIADMK, ac-
counting for 39% of all the seats
AIADMK won in 2021, and
another 65 seats from the DMK,
accounting for 49% of all seats
won by the DMK in 2021. The
TVKalsobagged 11 seatswon by
the Congress in 2021.

In contrast, the DMK re-
tained just 40 of the 133 seats
wonin2021and wrested 15 seats
from the AIADMK, which in
turn retained 22 of its 66 seats
from 2021 and flipped 22 from
the DMK.

The iconic red-brick
Writers’ Buildings, which
served as the state adminis-
trative headquarters since 1780
and served as the seat of power
for the East India Company, is
also undergoing large-scale
renovation, with the BJP reiter-
ating its commitment to re-
turning the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice (CMO) to this historic
site.

Although the state govern-
menthad earlier sanctioned Rs
200 crore for restoration of the
240-year-old structure, only
Blocks1and 2 are considered fit
forimmediate use, with the sec-
ond floor likely to temporarily
house the CMO, while restora-
tion work of the original
first-floor = chambers is
underway.

As Nabanna, the 14-story
building in Howrah was serv-
ingasthe state secretariat since
2013, the Assembly’s recently
inaugurated annex building is
also being prepared to host the
new ministers and potentially

serve as a temporary base for
the CMO. However, there is yet
to be an official announce-
ment.

The shift marks a significant
departure from the previous
seat of governance as the TMC
moved the CMO to Nabanna
citing the need for renovation
at the Writers’ Building.

“We maintained in2021 that
aBJP government would oper-
ate from the Writers’ Buildings.
I announced this during the
election campaign this year
too,” state BJP president Samik
Bhattacharya had earlier said,
adding, “Official announce-
ments regarding the immedi-
ate post-swearing-in plans will
be made at the appropriate
time and the final decision will
be taken by the new chief min-
ister.”

Kolkata Police Commis-
sioner Ajay Nand has already
inspected the Writers’ Building
site to review security arrange-
ments and monitor the prog-
ress of the PWD’s work.

Direct Gov to invite
Vijay to form govt:
TVKleader pleain SC

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, May 8

A MEMBER of Vijay’s TVK
party Friday moved the Su-
preme Court seeking direction
to the Tamil Nadu Governor to
invite Vijay to form the next
government after the recent
elections in the state.

Seeking urgent hearing of
the plea, petitioner Ezhilrasi P,
an advocate and “active
member” of TVK said that “as
per the settled legal position by”
the SC, “firstly the...Governoris
duty bound to invite the leader
of largest single party to form
the government and later prove
the majority in the floor.”

The plea, filed through Ad-
vocate A Lakshminarayanan,
said that “since.. Vijay (is) the
elected leader of the largest
single party, from the media it
is understood that the...Gov-
ernor may be inviting post-poll
coalition partiesin Tamil Nadu
to form the government.”

This, the petitioner said
“would amount to” violation of
“legal principles settled by” the
SC and sound “death knell to...
democracy on the whole”.

The plea added, “The same
would also be against the man-
date of the majority of citizens
who exercised their vote.”

Submitting that the “Apex
court alone is the savior of
democracy”, the petitioner
sought an interim injunction re-
straining the Governor fromin-
viting anyone other than Vijay

Vijay in Chennai on Friday. pti

to form the government. Stat-
ingthat Vijay has already staked
the claim to form the new gov-
ernment asaleader of the single
largest party, the TVK, the peti-
tioner said, “The Governor
must follow the Sarkaria Com-
mission order of preference.”

It added, “Since no pre-poll
alliance has a majority, the
natural first call is to TVK...es-
pecially since it has already filed
a formal claim with Congress’s
letter of support. The Gov-
ernor’s role is to invite and not
todemand a full proof of major-
ity before issuing the invita-
tion.”

The pleasaid that “requiring
TVK to first produce letters
from 118 MLAs before issuing
an invitation would invert the
constitutional sequence estab-
lished in” the 2017 decision in
Chandrakant KavlekarvUnion
ofIndia. The plea stated that the
correct sequence is: first invite
the leader, then swear in the
new government, and thenim-
mediately conduct a floor test
in the Assembly.

BJP made women’s quota a poll pitch in Bengal, but fewer women got elected

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, May 8

FOLLOWING THE defeat of its
Constitution amendment Bills
inParliament, the BJPsoughtto
turn the early implementation
of women’sreservation —which
was linked to the delimitation
exercise —intoamajor pollissue
in West Bengal.

During his campaign rallies,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
accused the TMC of not wanting
more “daughters of Bengal” to
become MLAs and MPs. After
the BJP’svictory, he argued that
the verdict amounted to a pun-
ishment for the TMC’s role in
stalling the Bill.

Ananalysisoftheelectionre-

sults, however, shows that de-
spite women’s issues, including
the R GKar Medical Collegerape
and murder case, dominating
the electoral discourse, the
strength of women MLAs in the
new West Bengal Assembly has
declined from around 15%inthe
outgoing House t012.5%.

The TMC fielded more
women candidates than the BJP,
and the share of women candi-
dates in the party’s overall tally
was also higher than that of the
BJP. The TMCfielded 52 women
candidates. Since the party con-
tested 291 seats, women ac-
counted for nearly 18% of itstotal
nominations. Fourteen of these
candidates won, making
women around 18% of the

e REDUCED SHARE

_ Metric
f Seats contested
Women candidates fielded

Women MLAs as % of party strength

| Overall party strike rate
' Women candidates’ strike rate

T™MC BJP
291 | 294
18% | 12%
8% = 1%
2% | 10%
27% 68%

Women MLAs in outgoing Assembly 44 MLAs (15%)

Women MLAs in new Assembly

37MLAs (12.5%)

party’stotal strength of 80 inthe
new Assembly.

The BJP, which contested all
294 seats, fielded 34 women can-
didates, accounting for about
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12% of its total nominations.
Twenty-three of them won,
making women roughly 11% of
the party’s total strength of 207
MLAs.

The BJP, which registered an
overall strike rate of 70% in the
election, had astrike rate 0of 68%
among its women candidates.
The TMC, whose overall strike
rate stood at 27%, recorded
exactly the samestrikerate forits
women nominees. The figures
suggest that women’s reserva-
tionor gender-related issuesdid
notoperateinalinear orstanda-
lone manner. Women candi-
dateslargely rose or fell with the
broader tide rather than outper-
forming orunderperforming be-
cause of their gender.

Thebroaderimplicationsug-
gests that in this election,
“women’s issues” mattered
more as a lens through which
governance and power were

judged than as a question of
women’s representation alone.
The R GKar incident appears to
have functioned less as a trigger
for gender solidarity and more
asasymbol of state failure. Itap-
pears voters did not necessarily
distinguish between male and
female candidates within a
party; they judged the party
itself.

The BJP, however, put con-
siderable energy on the issues.
Days after the defeat of the de-
limitation bill, Modi, addressing
a rally in Bankura, had said:
“The TMC did not want more of
Bengal’s daughters to become
MLAsand MPs...” The TMC had
countered by arguing that it al-
ready provided greater repre-

sentation to women in both the
Assembly and Lok Sabha than
any other party. It also sought to
blunt the BJP’s pitch on
women’s reservation by point-
ing out that the Bill had already
been passed in the Lok Sabha
with TMC support.

In the outgoing West Bengal
Assembly, there were 44 women
MLAs, accounting for around
15% of the House strength. Of
these, 38 belonged to the TMC
andsixtothe BJP.Giventhatthe
TMC had 215 MLAs, women
constituted around 18% of its
strength. In the BJP, which had
won 77 seats, women made up
around 8% of its legislators.

In the newly elected Assem-
bly, that number hasfallento 37.
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EC RELEASES ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
In West Bengal,

BJP won 57 of 64
seats where women
outnumbered men

Jatin Anand
New Delhi, May 8

WOMEN VOTERS appear to
have driven the BJP to victory
on more than a quarter of its
207-seat tally in the West Ben-
gal Assembly elections.

An analysis of the poll re-
sults from the state, released by
the Election Commission on
Friday, shows that while
women voters outnumbered
men in a little less than a third
of West Bengal’s 294 Assembly
constituencies, the BJP
emerged victorious in the bulk
of those seats.

In as many as 64 Assembly
seats, more women exercised
their franchise compared to
male voters over the two poll
phases. Of these, the BJP
emerged victorious on 57 (re-
taining 19 from its 2021 tally)
while Mamata Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress won only
seven.

Of the 57 seats won by the
BJP this time, the TMC had
won 39 in the 2021 Assembly
polls. Twenty-nine of these 57
seats went to the polls in phase
1on April 23 and 28 saw polling
inthe second phase on April 29.

The constituencies swept
by the BJP include 15 reserved
seats; only two of such reserved
seats went to the TMC’s Kitty.

Women constitute 3.16
crore of the state’s 6.44 crore
voters in the revised electoral
rolls following the SIR exercise
in West Bengal ahead of the As-

Mamata Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress won only
seven such seats. FILE

sembly elections.

In terms of voting, women
accounted for 3.11 crore or
48.79% of the 6.38 crore votes
polled during the elections;
male voters accounted for
50.35% or 3.21 crore.In 2021, the
female-male voter ratio was
3.59 crore against 3.74 crore.

While Kandi recorded the
highest margin (14,518) of dif-
ference between women and
male voters — 1,06,228 women
and 91,710 men exercised their
franchise — the Mal seat saw
the lowest difference of 35 as
1,11,816 women and 1,11,781
men voted in the polls.

In 2021, with 48.59% of the
total vote share, the TMC had
won 217 of the 294 Assembly
seats, while the BJP with 38.1%
vote share secured 77 seats.
This time, the BJP’s 45.84%
vote share resulted in its seat
tally going up to 207, while the
TMC won 80 seats with a vote
share of 41.14%.

RSS-BJP created system to steal polls,
they will face people’s wrath: Rahul

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, May 8

LEADER OF Opposition Rahul
Gandhi on Friday said the ruling
BJPhascreated asystemtosteal
elections in the country and no
party other than the Congress
will be able to stand against the
BJP-RSS.

Speaking at the ‘Sadbhav
Yatra’ in Gurgaon, being led by
Haryana Congressleader Brijen-
dra Singh, Gandhi said: “The
Congress will defeat Narendra
Modi and then you see what ac-
tion we take againsthim. He has
attacked the country, democ-
racy, Constitution and your
rights... He hasfinished democ-
racy and we won’t forget thisno
matter what. There are twoideo-
logies: RSS and Congress.
Hatred and love. All the other
parties will not be able to stand
against them. In the end, it will
bethe Congress standingagainst
them and will defeat them,” said
the Congress MPin his first pub-
lic address since the Assembly
election results for five states
were announced on Monday.

He reiterated that the BJP
stole the Haryana elections and
did the same in MP, Maharash-
tra, West Bengal and Assam.
“They have created a system to

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi during his
Sadbhav Yatra in Gurgaon on Friday. ABHINAV SAHA

steal elections. Lakhs of names
aredeleted and added. The ECis
under their control, and soisthe
bureaucracy. They think their
rulewillnotbe stopped, but their
time is coming. Because people
have understood that Modi and
AmitShah havebeen sellingthe
country — airports, ports, infra-
structure, power plantsand now
NicobarIslands. They areselling
it all to (Gautam) Adani. Your
wealth is being given to Adani-
Ambani,” he said.

“No matter how many elec-
tions you have to steal you may
do, but you will have to face the
anger which is there in the

people. And people decide in
India what is going to happen,”
hesaid.

Attacking PM Modi over the
India-US trade deal, Gandhi
said: “If you want evidence of
Narendra Modi being con-
trolled... You saw the US deal
happen. What did the US give
India and what India gave the
US. Iwill tell you. No other PM
would sign a deal like that. This
deal was done under pressure
from the US. Our agriculture sec-
torwasopened for US farmers...
AllIndian farmerswill be ruined
because of this,” said Gandhi.

The Congress MP alleged

that India has agreed to buy oil

from countries only after getting -

approval from US President
Donald Trump. “All your data -
conversations, messages, hospi-
tal and medical records — have
been handed to the US,” said
Gandhi, alleging that India got
nothing in the deal. “There are
two reasons for this. You must
have heard the name of (Jeffrey)
Epstein. A total of 30.5 lakh Ep-
stein files are lying in the US.
Narendra Modi’s history and
characterisinthose files. Trump
knows this and says openly that
he can finish Modi’s career.”

“Thesecondis Adani. There
is a criminal case against Adani
company in the US. He can’t
leave India because of the case.
This case is not against Adani,
but against Narendra Modi. Be-
cause Modi and Adani are the
same. The company should be
called Modani. The whole
country knows this — that BJP’s
financial system is Adani,” said
Gandhi.

Onhisfoot marches, Gandhi
said: “A few years ago, we did a
yatra from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir. Lakhs of people
walked with us and gave oneslo-
gan - to open a shop of love in
the market of hatred. Thisslogan
isneeded even today.”

Puducherry CM’s resignation accepted

New Delhi: President Droupadi
Murmu has accepted the resig-
nation of Puducherry CM N
Rangasamy and his council of
ministers with effect from May
7, according to a government

notification issued on Friday.
Rangasamy is set to assume
office as chief minister for a fifth
term after the AINRC-led NDA
secured acomfortable victoryin
the Union Territory election. PTI
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E-Tender Notice
E-Tender Notice No.: IGIMSIEC/EW/04/2026-2027

(E-tendering mode only on www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in)

IGIMS, Patna invites sealed tender in two bid system (Technical and Price)
from reputed agency/authorized dealer for "Supply, installation, testing and
commissioning of 20 Passengers (Stretcher & Passangers) Lift for G+2 New
Modular OT Complex building beside mortuary area, atIGIMS, Patna-14".
The last date & time for submissicn/uploading of complete tender document at
www.eproce. bihar.gavin is 29052026 up to 3:00 PM, The Technical bids will be
apensd on 01/06/2026 at 3:00 PM at www.eproc2. bihar.gov.in. Details of the
tender can be seen and downloaded from insttute wehsite: _u;_u_.-:-;.'_g_rng_ org &
www.eproce bihar.gov.in. The undermgned reserves the night to accept/ reject
any or all tenders without assigning any reason. Prospeclive bidders are
advised to regularly vist www.eprocZ bihargovin & www.igims.org for
cormigendum ( amendments elc., ifany. It will be nofified on these portals only
and no separate advertisementwillbe made. Director, I.E‘-,LM,E, - Patna

NOTICE
MNotice u/s 82 of CrPC against Ravinder Singh Chauhan
S/o Kanshi Ram by the Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate-01, Patiala House Courts, New Delhi in
relationto Ctcase. No. 20784/2016

DATE OF ORDER | 20.03.2026 |NAME OF PROCESS SERVER
DATE OF FILING OF PF

DATE OF ISSUE |10.04.2026| MNUMBER OF PROCESS
NO OF DOCUMENTS

ANNEXED
”Eﬂ fgﬁm 21.08,2026| DATE OF RETURN
Ct Case. No. 29784/2016
PS
U/S 174 IPC.

DRI vs. Ravinder Singh Chauhan.
Court of Sh. Pranav Joshi, Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate-01, Room No. 02, Ground Floor, main
Building, Patiala House Courts, New Delhi

Proclamation Requiring The Appearance
of a Person Accused (See Section 82)
Whereas complainant has been made before me that
Ravinder Singh Chauhan S/o Kanshi HRam R/o RZ-85, 1st
Floor, Dabri Extension New Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offance punishable under
section U/ 174 IPC and it has been returned to a Warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the said accused cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said accused has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that Ravinder Singh
Chauhan S/o Kanshi Ram is required to appear before this
court to answer the said complaint on the day of 21.08.2026.
Sd/-

Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate-01, Room No. 02,
Ground Floor, Main Building, Patiala House Courts, New Delhi

Careers

¢33y RASHTRASANT TUKADOJI MAHARA]J
Y NAGPUR UNIVERSITY, NAGPUR
EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

No. RTMNU/GA/603 Date: 8th May, 2026
Applications in the prescribed form are invited from eligible candidates for appointment of
DIRECTOR, BOARD OF EXAMINATIONS AND EVALUATION, Statutory Officer's
Post for Open Category in the University.

Prescribed online application form and detailed information regarding particulars of the post
advertised alongwith the requisite qualifications is available on the University website :
www.nagpuruniversity.ac.in. The online application form should be accompanied by nec-
essary supporting documents to be uploaded in pdf format.

Registration Fee of Rs.500/- for Open-category and Rs. 300/- for Reserved categories, to be
paid by way of online payment gateway, on or before 8th June, 2026.

(Dr. RAJU HIWASE)
Registrar
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Securing the Unsecured
with nearly 95 Crore combined enrolments

India's social protection coverage gone up
by 45% — from 19% in 2015 to 64% in 2025

0 Pradhan Mantri
J Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana

Wide Eligibility
Available for individuals aged 18-50
with a bank or post office account

Affordable Life Cover

; Easy Enrolment & Renewal
Life cover of 2 lakh for premium of 436/~ per year
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Accident Insurance Cover
Accidental death cum disability cover of ¥2 lakh
for premium of 20/~ per year

Enrolments over 58+ crore

Inclusive Eligibility
Available for individuals aged 18-70
with a bank or post office account

Low Cost & Easy Renewal
Annual premium of just T20 with auto debit
renewal facility

Atal

Inclusive Social Security Scheme
Open to non-income tax paying
bank account holders aged 18-40

Guaranteed

Meonthly Pension
Receive a guaranteed pension

Pension
YOj - 0 0 B Bl of71,000-25,000
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Enrolments over 9+ crore

Secure Savings
Flexible contributions with
government-backed pension assurance

"Through the Jan Suraksha schemes, we are moving towards
a system of universal social security. Our goal is to ensure that
no poor person in India should have to worry about the future
of their family in times of crisis."

Hon'ble PM Shri Narendra Modi
A S

Follow us on ‘ ($lol " TinlE | @ financialservices.gov.in

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

so far

-/LO

(BC 15415/13/0003 /2621



® WEB EXCLUSIVE

“This Met Gala, almost everyone failed
the theme. Fashion was not art.

— By Trisha Mukherjee

Log on to www.indianexpress.com

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

The Editorial Page

©® WORDLY WISE
Man is a robot with defects.
— Emile M Cioran

10 SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026 )
> ; ° 9
Wi NG In Tamil Nadu, Governor’s delay
RAMNATH GOENKA ‘d d . q h d‘
did notdojustice to the verdict
BEI%%I(J)SLE\:,EIS_IEg AREI:I‘ & E IS representative not ofa  istry under Article 164 (2) “shall be collec- Governor Vajubhai Vala invited the BJP’sB norms. The Justice Punchhi Report on

Lok Bhavan needs to
respect lok’s mandate

N MAY 4, in Tamil Nadu, in a dramatic verdict that

overturned pre-poll predictions, the incumbent

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) lost, while Vijay’s

Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), initselectoral debut,
got overwhelming support. It stopped just short of a simple ma-
jority, with norival party or pre-poll coalition comingclose. Inthe
aftermath, both democratic convention and judicial precedent
dictate that the single-largest party has the strongest claim to form
the government. Yet, Governor R V Arlekar’s stalling, his insist-
ence onalist with signatures of MLLAs, kept the doors open for ru-
mour and speculation, and untenable claims. On Friday, armed
with the numbers, Vijay met the governor again, and is likely to
form the government. The episode, however, isareminder of the
importance, especially after a verdict in which the numbers are
not entirely unambiguous, of the governor abiding by the con-
stitution — notjust in letter, but also in spirit.

The Constitution says that the chief minister “shall be ap-
pointed by the Governor”. But the gubernatorial role in govern-
ment formation is that of a politically neutral facilitatorin theim-
plementation of the mandate. In a hung assembly, the governor
exercises discretionary power but that, too, must be circum-
scribed by the goal of giving effect to the people’s verdict. Gov-
ernors have often cited the requirement of “subjective satisfac-
tion” before extending an invitation to form the government. For
Arlekar, however, and every governor who has been in this situ-
ation — Goa’s Governor Mridula Sinha in 2017 and Karnataka’s
Governor Vajubhai Vala in 2018 — the irrefutable test is the floor
test. For instance, in a midnight hearing in 2018, the Supreme
Courtheard MLAs of a post-poll coalition led by Congressin Kar-
nataka but refused to stay the swearing-in of a BJP government
that was short of the halfway mark by eight MLAs. It is another
matter that within 36 hours, the B S Yediyurappa government
collapsed after failing to prove its majority. The SChasunderlined
the primacy of the floor test in several other instances — in Goa
in 2017, Uttarakhand in 2016 and Maharashtrain2019. Evenifthe
government falls, it must do so on the floor of the House. By de-
manding signatures beforehand, the governor is pre-empting
this process, which must unfold in the appropriate forum.

The governor’s actions must be impartial, and they must be
seen tobe so, too. The verdict cannot be re-shaped or manipulated
through post-election manoeuvres in Raj Bhavan. In Chennai,
the support of the Left parties and VCK — the Congress had
pledged its five earlier — helped Vijay cross the line and avoided
what could have been an unseemly deadlock. Still, the Lok Bha-
van needs areminder that it must abide by first principles, place
the Lok, the people’s mandate, above all.

Four states, one
cconomic challenge

HE CLEAR results of the recent assembly elections —be

ittheemphaticreturn oftheincumbent in Assam or the

ringing out of the old in West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and

Kerala—underscore the need for the new governments
to urgently address the problems plaguing the economies. The
most pressing task is to raise the rate of economic growth. Of the
four states, only Assam has done well enough, registering acom-
pound annual growth rate of 11.4 per cent between 2014-15 and
2023-24. Overthe same period, Tamil Nadu’s economy expanded
by10.3 per cent while the growth rates of Kerala (8.6 per cent) and
West Bengal (9.1 per cent) could not even reach double digits. For
perspective, between 2004 and 2026, India’s overall CAGR has
been 12.3 per cent. This shows that even Assam could improve
and grow much faster, not to mention West Bengal and Kerala,
which are effectively dragging back India’s overall growth rate
because of their sluggish growth.

Data shows that all the four states are increasingly burdened
by debt and rising levels of interest payments. Typically, states
are allowed to borrow money but such borrowings are better
spenton the creation of productive assets such asroads and ports
— the kind of investment that will boost growth and allow the
state to pay back the borrowing through higher tax collection in
the future. But a look at the revenue deficits shows that be it Ke-
rala, West Bengal or Tamil Nadu, all three states have been bor-
rowing money just to pay for their day-to-day expenses such as
salaries and pensions. A more recent challenge has been posed
by the increase in unconditional cash transfers by state govern-
ments. In Assam, 4.3 per cent of revenue receipts go towardssuch
transfers; West Bengal is worst at 10 per cent.

Debt-ridden government finances and slow economic growth
are two sides of the same coin. Governments that borrow reck-
lessly to pay for unproductive schemes actively weaken economic
growth. The growth rate in per capita GDP — far slower than the
growth rates of overall GDP — as well as uncomfortable levels of
unemployment are areflection of the stresses building up in the
system. These mandates should be seen as an opportunity to cor-
rect the course.

About Gabi, the
robot bhikshu

T IS alimiting factor for science fiction that the writers tend
to be human; as a result, aliens, too, are often remarkably
human. They might prize shiny things. And a particularly
mysterious shiny thing? It may well be deemed worthy of
veneration. Take the Ewoks worshipping the droid C-3POin Re-
turnoftheJedi—when an advanced machine meetsa “primitive”
civilisation, the line between technology and divinity can blur.
One canimagine robots becoming objects of devotion. But can it
ever be the other way around: Can robots be followers of areligion?

In South Korea, they can. A four-foot-tall robot named Gabi
has been ordained as a monk in the country’s biggest Buddhist
sect.Inaceremony, Gabi reportedly swore several vows including
apledge tofollow humansand not talkbacktothem —avery Asi-
mov-esque vinaya. One could dismiss the whole thing as a mar-
keting gimmick, a shiny thing to attract more human followers,
but what if it weren’t? Imagine a more sophisticated, conscious
machine developing sincere religious beliefs.

It’s the sort of idea that’s currently attracting polarised
opinions —is artificial intelligence really intelligence? What
would it mean for something without a soul to be religious?
With respect to the last, Buddhism may truly be the most ap-
propriate choice for machines; it speaks not of an eternal
atmanbut of a constantly changing anatta, “non-self”. Another
question is whether a conscious Al would feel the need for re-
ligion. Perhaps it would, as humans created it, just as they cre-
ated Ewoks and C-3PO.

party; heis representative of

the people as a whole of the

state. Itisin the name of the

people that he carrieson the
administration,” said BR Ambedkar about
the governor’s role. The Supreme Court
(SC) had quoted this statement in Nabam
Rebia (2016).

The BJP was formed on April 6,1980,
with a claim that it would be “a party with
adifference”. But the governors appointed
by its government have time and again
proved they are the same as their counter-
parts appointed by Congress. Increasingly,
they seem not to have much respect for the
text of the Constitution, its spirit or even
constitutional morality.

Tamil Nadu Governor Rajendra Vishwa-
nath Arlekar’s decision not to invite the
leader of the single largest party to form the
new government for days after the results is
a grave example of this trend. No constitu-
tion’stext covers every eventuality that may
emerge in the course of a nation’s politics.
When a constitution is not explicit on a par-
ticular matter, constitutional conventions
evolve and are accepted and followed. John
Stuart Mill had called these conventions “un-
written maxims of the constitution.” William
Anson termed them “constitutional cus-
toms”. British jurist Ivor Jennings said that
constitutional conventions areimportantas
“they provide flesh which clothes the dry
bones of the law”.

The Indian Constitution, despite being
thelengthiestin the world, in Article 164(1)
states only that the “Chief Minister shall be
appointed by the Governor” and the min-

tively responsible to the Legislative Assem-

bly” — not to the governor. Thisis why the s

SC has consistently held in a catena of Lt

cases that the majority must be tested on i
the floor of the House and not the Lok Bha-
van. In cases where no party gets the clear
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S Yediyurappa to form the government de-
spite a post-poll alliance between Congress
and the JD(S), and the BJP government
eventually failed the subsequent confidence
testin the House, which was advanced to 36
hours by the SC.

majority, the governor has to simply satisfy FAIZAN In the Tamil Nadu assembly, with a
himselfas to whether the person staking a MUSTAFA strength of 234 seats, the Tamilaga Vettri
claim to chief ministership will be able to Kazhagam (TVK) led by film star-turned-
win the vote of confidence. He is to be politician C Joseph Vijay has 108 seats. With
guided by the constitutional conventions no pre-poll alliance getting a majority, per
in cases of a fractured mandate. convention, the governor should have in-
Thisisnot thefirst timein Indiathatan vited Vijay to form the government, as he
electorate has not delivered a majority toa alone hasstaked the claim and the DMK and
single party or coalition. But the TVK’s 108 ATADMK have thus far publicly ruled outan
seats do give a very clear sense of Tamil alliance between them, rather than delay as
Nadu voters’ mandate. They rejected both much as he did. With Congress first extend-
the incumbent DMK government, which, ingthe support of its five MLAs and the Left
interestingly, had performed well on sev- parties and others criticising the governor’s
eral economic and social parameters, as actions and following suit, Vijay seems to
well as the AIADMK. have the numbers. In SR Bommai (1994), the
We had seen a number of governments apex courtdid talk of pre-poll alliances, post-
at the Centre and in states that did not have pollalliances and the single-largest party hi-
a majority in the House. There have been a erarchy. In the present case, the TVK has a
number of instances when the leader of the post-poll alliance with Congress and is the
single largest party was invited to , single largest party. Therefore, it
form the government and prove his The Lok Bhavan’s has a rightful claim to be invited to
majority. The BJP often got oppor- communication on May7 form the government.
tunities through this convention. that the Governor is not Due to the governor’s un-

Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s first NDA gov-
ernment in 1996 was formed be-
cause hewastheleader of the single
largest party in the Lok Sabha with

satisfied with Vijay’s claim
shows not only a partisan
and undemocratic attitude

precedented delay in inviting the
TVK, there are reports suggesting
that arch-rivals DMK and AIADMK
started a conversation about a

just 161 seats, and the NDA tally was possible alliance. However, since
187 — far short of a majority. He re- lzlut also g.laCk ?fh both have been rejected by the
signed on the 13th day, delivering a understanding of the people, such an alliance would be

powerful speech during the no-con-
fidence motion. In 2018, Karnataka

nature of a vote of confidence

unethical and a negation of consti-
tutional morality and democratic

Centre-State Relations (2010) categorically
stated that the discretion provided to the
governor under Article 164 is very limited.
In Raghukul Tilak (1979), the Supreme Court
said that the governor’s discretion must be
“dictated by reason, activated by good faith
and tempered by caution and should not ap-
pear tobe arbitrary or fanciful”. In Ramesh-
war Prasad (2006), the SC said governors
should refrain from misusing their positions
for partisan politics.

Lok Bhavan’s communication on May 7
thatthe governoris notsatisfied with Vijay’s
claim shows not only a partisan and un-
democraticattitude but alsoalack of under-
standing of the nature of a vote of confi-
dence. To be CM, one does not need an
“absolute majority” — 50 per cent plus one
of the total strength of the House. A confi-
denceor no-confidence motion is passed by
a “simple majority” — S0 per cent of those
present and voting. In several such motions,
some parties decide to abstain, which re-
duces the majority mark. A TVK govern-
ment too, may survive.

“The good governors should have a
broken legand keep at home,” said Miguel
de Cervantesin Don Quixote. These are the
constitutional ideals under which a gov-
ernor had a faint presence, like a full moon
at midday. His primary role as a sagacious
counsellor was “to be consulted, to warn
and to encourage”. Alas, we now rarely get
such governors.

The writer is the vice-chancellor of Chanakya
National Law University, Patna.
Views are personal

Nuclear restraint hinges on
diplomacy, not force
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SHIVANI
SINGH

Asthenon-
proliferation
discourse has

been conflated
with
counterprolifer-
ation, it has
legitimised
coercive
responsesin
place of
diplomatic
engagement

INCE THE advent of the nuclear

age, a great-power monopoly over

fissile material and technology has

sustained the larger non-prolifer-

ation “order”. When this architec-
ture faced threats of sabotage of facilitiesand
theft of materialsin the 1990s — “nuclear ter-
rorism” — the US administration’s policy
emphasis shifted to “counterproliferation”,
amore aggressive form of meeting non-pro-
liferation objectives. It resorted to sanctions,
military threatsand interdictions to prevent
the spread of weapons of mass destruction
(WMD). These also contributed to the larger
War on Terror narrative.

A glance at these counterproliferation
policies reveals a paradox. While aimed at
dismantling, through force, the alleged nu-
clear weapons programmes of countries like
Iraq and Iran, they failed to prevent North
Korea from building a nuclear arsenal. The
2003 military invasion of Iraq was under-
taken on the premise that the Saddam Hus-
sein regime intended to rebuild its limited
enrichment, reprocessing, and centrifuge fa-
cilities. Without hard evidence that Iraq
planned to develop nuclear weapons, the
US-led coalition launched a bombing cam-
paign. The 2001 terror attacks in New York
provided the pretext for what was essentially
aregime-change operation.

Asimilar fate has befallen Iran following
a history of isolation and sanctions over its
uranium enrichment programme. As a Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) signa-
tory, Iran has maintained that its nuclear
programme is for peaceful purposes. It has
allowed IAEA inspections, albeit intermit-
tently, and signed the Tehran Declarationin
October 2003, the Additional Protocol in De-
cember 2003, and the Paris Agreement with
the EU-3 (France, Germany and the UK) in
November 2004. In 2005, Iran submitted a
proposal to resume limited enrichment for
R&D and civilian use, but it was rejected.
Subsequent US actions, from its withdrawal
from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion in 2018 to the most recent operationsin
Iran, have brought the negotiationstoahalt.

Thisraises disturbing questions. The nar-
rative of an “imminent” weapon acquisition
by states creates a norm of stovepiping un-
verified intelligence and selective informa-
tion tothe highest rungs of decision-making.
It lays the ground for a pre-emptive war.

US counterproliferation efforts reveal a

recurring pattern of distrust between
agencies such as the IAEA and their do-
mestic counterparts, reducing what should
be an objective oversight exercise to one
driven by predetermined goals. While both
Iran and Iraq may have tended to falter on
complete transparency, their largely volun-
tary compliance with international safe-
guards, asadmitted by former IAEA director
general Mohamed ElBaradei, has been met
with unilateral strikes.

The policy also suffers from selective im-
plementation. North Korea's explicit nuclear
ambitions, withdrawal from the NPT in
2003, and its nuclear test in 2006 largely in-
vited diplomaticengagement and economic
sanctionsinstead of military coercion. Simi-
larly, despite credible intelligence on the ad-
vancing nuclear programmes of India and
Pakistan well before their 1998 tests, Wash-
ington prioritised broader geopolitical en-
gagementin South Asia. While such strategic
accommodation has arguably sustained a
functional nuclear order, the selective appli-
cation of “counterproliferation” policies has
eroded the credibility of the non-prolifer-
ationregime. Theresort toselective coercion
may, ironically, have fuelled rather than sup-
pressed the nuclear ambitions of countries
such as Iran and generated cycles of de-
fiance. This dynamic is particularly acute
where the counterproliferation measures
have undermined Article IV rights to peace-
ful nuclear energy under the NPT.

As the non-proliferation discourse has,
over time, been systematically conflated
with counterproliferation, it haslegitimised
coerciveresponsesin place of diplomaticen-
gagement. This risks undermining the vol-
untary architecture upon which the nuclear
security norms rest, alienating the states
whose cooperation is essential.

The NPT Review Conference is under-
way in New York. Restoring consensus be-
tween nuclear and non-nuclear armed states
hangs in the balance, while longstanding
NPT members and US allies such as Japan
and South Korea eye nuclear weapons capa-
bility. American unilateralism is a major ob-
stacle. It is imperative to strengthen incen-
tives for states to remain committed to the
NPT. A good start would be a renewed em-
phasis on diplomacy.

The writer is assistant professor, Jindal School of
International Affairs, OP Jindal Global University

- From1857totoday,
power writes the story
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Contemporary
corporate and
geopolitical
power still
relies on
narratives that
make
structural
violence
disappear into
abstractions

well known isthe narrative Britain crafted about the
rebellion at the time, through newspapers and pub-

lic performances, and how that narrative marginalised Indians.

Reading the British press and theatre of 1857 is like entering a
parallel universe. Consider The Times of London. Early reports
from India prompted an almost complacent assurance: “So far
there is no great grievance to be remedied, and no immediate
dangertobeapprehended.” The phrasingistelling. If thereis “no
great grievance”, then the revolt cannot be about decades of econ-
omic extraction or the humiliation of kings and communities.

That tone changed once news of Delhi and what was then
Cawnpore reached Britain. Reporting dwelt on massacres of
Europeans. What it did not do was reckon with the violence of tax
collection, forced crop patterns, or artisans reduced to paupery
by Company trade policies. When British papers did look for
causes, they turned to Indian “fanaticism” and “credulity”. The
greased cartridges became a story not of a pattern of religious in-
terference but of irrational sepoys. The missionary Alexander
Duffcould thusinsist that “deep designing men... invented these
falsehoods tolead them to rise and overthrow the government”.

If the press produced the daily narrative, Victorian theatre
gave it emotional flesh. At Astley’s Royal Amphitheatre, a spec-
tacletitled The Stormingand Capture of Delhi opened in Novem-
ber 1857. It promised audiences that the drama was “founded
upon the present events”. This meant cavalry charges, tableaux
of teeming “natives” and, crucially, British officers as the moral
centre of the story. The uprising was to be consumed as spectacle.

Seen from 2026, this might seem like a distant cultural curi-
osity. However, the narrative still holds significance. Itinfluenced
how generations of Britons understood 1857: Not as a broad,
chaotic, multi-class revolt against an exploitative corporation
supported by adistant Crown, but asa contained episode of “mu-
tiny” that ultimately demonstrated the resilience and necessity
of imperial rule. For Indians today, especially for those of us who
work in communications and advocacy, revisiting these nar-
rativesis areminder of how power writes its own innocence into
the record. Contemporary corporate and geopolitical power still
relies on narratives that make structural violence disappear into
abstractions: Collateral damage, market reforms, security oper-
ations, stability. When farmers, workers, indigenous peoples or
small states push back, the dominant frames often pathologise
them —asmisled, emotional, extremist, or anti-development —
rather than asking what policies brought them to the brink.

Weoweittotherebelsand to ourselves toresist the script that
the empire wrote. The story of 1857 is not only of sepoys turning
their guns on their officers. It is of a society pushed beyond en-
durance by an unaccountable corporation, and of aworld power
determined to deny that fact, even to itself. In rereading 1857
through thatlens, we might also sharpen our gaze on the empires
— corporate and geopolitical — that shape our present.

N MAY 10,1857, sepoys at Meerut began their revolt,
ignitinga conflict that spread across northern India.
Many Indians know this story well. However, less

The writer is head, Communications and Media, World Food
Programme in India. Views are personal
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CM 10 seek Speaker’s rémoval
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AkaliDal splits

THE AKALI Dal split with 27 dissidents form-
ing a separate group in the Vidhan Sabha
and reducing the Barnala government to a
= minority in the House. The Speaker, Ravi
Inder Singh, has recognised the dissident
— group as a separate political party and ruled
that, as it consists of more than one-third of
the strength of the Akali Dal legislature
=I5 party, its members “do notincur any dis-
- S5 qualification” under paragraph 3 of the 10th
schedule of the Constitution.

Ershadonelections

WITH THE Jatiya Party still needing 69 seats
for an absolute majority in the National As-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

sembly and only slightly ahead of the Awami
League-led alliance, the Bangladesh Presi-
dent,HMErshad, asserted that it will be able
toformthe government. He said thatin case
it fell short, the party leaders would know
how to go about their business, indicating
that the 20 Independents elected so far
could be made use of.

Tacklingthe AIDS crisis

THE GOVERNMENT has formulated and
launched a national plan of action to prevent
and control AIDS. All blood from professional
donors will be screened hereafter to detect
the presence of AIDS and the hepatitis-B vi-
ruses. Theimport of blood and blood prod-
ucts fromoutside will be strictly regulated to

ensure that they are notinfected with the
AIDS virus. An alert has been soundedinall
106 medical colleges. Directors of health ser-
vices of all states, and the Indian Medical As-
sociation, have also been alerted to look out.

National education policy

THE LOK Sabha adopted the draft policy on
education after a stout defence of the policy
by the Human Resource Development Min-
ister, PV Narasimha Rao. Rao said the country
will have a national system of education with
acore curriculum that will be monitored. The
curriculum has been formulated in consulta-
tion with the states, and various experts’
views on the subject have also been taken
into consideration.
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Trade agreements should not survive
the continued flouting of Israel’s
commitments. — The Guardian
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In Al world, future belongs to students
who can think beyond the machine
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AND PRAMATH RAJ SINHA

HAT SHOULD 1 really

study? WillthedegreeIam

pursuing matter in five

years? Ten years? These

questions on the careers
best suited for studentstoday are being asked
in classrooms, families, and counselling
sessions. They are not new. But they are
pressing harder.

The unease is one of pressure, of too
much changing at once. Al deepens that
unease, but the question underneathisolder.
Itisabout educationitself,and what students
need to carry into a working life none of us
can fully predict.

Al is now a fact of daily life, including
at the workplace. Job roles are being reor-
ganised, tasks and workflows redis-
tributed among teams and tools. Turn-
around times are getting shorter, and
expectations of productivity rising.

This is showing up across different
kinds of work. In design, for example, a
field once thought to be the exclusive do-
main of human intuition, generative tools
are already improving output quality and
freeing time for higher-order creativity
(Figma, 2026). Similarly, in financial ser-
vices, there is increasing focus on the re-
sponsible deployment of Aland its institu-
tional integration (Cambridge Centre for
Alternative Finance, 2026).

Used actively and with intention, Al is
more than a functional productivity tool. It
advances what a single person can take on:
A young professional fluent in digital tools
for research, analysis, and execution can
now do work that once needed a team.

Think of Al asahuge, tireless brain hold-
ing answers to almost any question. But what
to ask, within which constraints, and what

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

Governor out of line

TOEVERYONE'S surprise, the
Governor hasinsisted that Vijay
produce formal letters of support
from enough MLAs before the
swearing-in process can move for-
ward. Itis questionable whether
the Governor has such powers
(‘Vijay goes back to RajBhavan,
told to show majority first’, IE, May
8). The Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Courtin S R Bommaivs
Union of India made it clear that
the floor testis the only reliable
test by which a government can
prove its majority. Given this, the
Governorwaswronginnotinvit-
ing Vijay to form the government.
SSPaul, Nadia

Year-long emergency

THE EDITORIAL rightly identifies
our seasonal complacency toward
air quality. (‘Delhi’s air pollution
callsforawiderlens, IE, May 8)
While the winter haze is gone, the
invisible surge of ground-level
ozone — peaking this May — pres-
ents a fresh public health crisis.
Ourregulatory framework, as it
stands, primarily the Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan (GRAP), is far
too focused on particulate matter
(PM). This narrow approach over-
looks the dangerous summer
chemistry of NOxand VOC
emissions. We must move beyond
reactive, seasonal fixes. Only long-
term shifts toward cleaner trans-
port and reduced coal
dependency will address Delhi’s
air quality as the year-round
emergency it hasbecome.
Ananthapadmanabhan, Bengaluru

Not a pan-India truth

THE AUTHOR’S analysis is
extremely layered and well-
researched (‘What dietary politics
hastodowith Sanatan Dharma,’
IE, May 8). The connection he
draws between satvik food culture
and the political framing of Sana-
tan Dharma is thought-provok-
ing. What stands out is how a re-
gional upper-caste food tradition
hasbeen quietly elevated into a
pan-Hindu identity marker.
India’sdietary practices are enor-
mously diverse. Any religious or
cultural framework that centres
oneregional tradition risks mis-
representing the civilisation it
claims to speak for.

KSakunthala, Coimbatore
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tolook for in the answer, is the part only the
human can direct. Framing the right prob-
lem requires giving Al the right history and
concerns. The quality of the answer is, inthe
end, governed by the quality of asking. For
curious minds, that is an ever-present oppor-
tunity: Toexpand learning, go deeper across
topics, and follow an idea further than was
ever possible before.

While Al is increasingly an always-avail-
able collaborator for defined activities, the
centre of the work lies elsewhere: In why
what we do matters, and to what end.

The mission of the work we do is of an
altogether different order. A healthcare
company helps people be well. A
school teaches a child to think.
An agri-tech firm enables a
farmer to earn more from the
same patch ofland. These are in-
quiries into the world and the
human beings wholiveinit. They
demand command over context
and a real stake in the outcome.

Global tech leaders develop-
ing Al are saying this too. It can
support that work. It can generate

Think of Al as a huge, tireless
brain holding answers to
almost any question. But what
to ask, within which
constraints, and what tolook
forin the answer, is the part
only the human can direct

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

options, surface patterns, and accelerate
decisions. But choices in the real world
carry real consequences. That accountabil-
ity remains human.

The questions astudent today should be
asking are not simplistic or even easy. What
change do I want to see in my community,
my city, my country? How do I want to con-
tribute? And why? These shape the interests
and passions of our young people, who,
motivated by the mission they want to be
partof, willgoon tobuild Indiaand its future.

This is what great universities have al-
ways made possible. The transition from
school to college is a transition into a more
complex, heterogeneous world. A
student leaves home, lives among
peers from different states and
backgrounds, and stepsintoaplace
where ideas are debated openly
and pushed back against. That is
formative in a way no tool can sub-
stitute. Al is at its best when it is
helpful and obliging; college is
whereyoulearntobetested. When
digital tools today can produce

comprehensive answers in just a

click, the patience, discipline, and some-
times discomfort, of working out an answer
for yourselfbecomes more valuable, not less.

Employers agree. In entry-level hires,
beyond Al fluency, they continue to look for
timeless human capacities for a faster world:
Structured problem-solving, dataliteracy, a
credible point of view, intellectual humility,
and clear communication.

As student outcomes have always mat-
tered, parents, too, are beginning to ask criti-
cal questions: About real-world exposure,
how technology isbeing integrated into their
child’s learning, whether their child will be
ready for a dynamic workplace they them-
selvesin theirownroutinelives aresstill learn-
ingtonavigate.

The adjustment Indian universities
now need to make is in how they teach,
what they assess, and how they prepare
students for a market that will keep chang-
ing. Treating Al as one more elective is not
the answer. Nor is narrowing education to
what seems immediately rewarding. Re-
building the education experience around
holistic learning, critical reasoning, and
breadth is. Breadth here does not mean di-
lution. It means awareness across domains,
the instinct to connect ideas, and the ability
to think and write clearly.

The market itself reinforces this. People
today change roles and industries far more
oftenthan earlier generationsdid, and what
stays with them is a way of being and doing:
With remarkable judgement, clarity,and the
readiness to keep learning and skilling,.

India today has one of the largest and
youngest workforces in the world. That is a
unique advantage if our students can collab-
orate with technology to meaningful effect,
while continuing to relentlessly enhance
their fundamental human thinking: Seeing
which problems are worth solving, holding
the line on quality, bringing other people
along, and the vision to grow.

A good education has always asked
exactly this of its students. Al does not
change that ambition. It raises the stakes of
meetingit.

The writers are founders of Ashoka University,
Delhi-NCR. Views expressed are personal

RAMRAJYA
BY RAM MADHAV

DURING THE Independence movement,
Bengal repeatedly established its nation-
alist credentials. The year 1911 stood out.
It witnessed four major events that high-
lighted the nationalist fervour of Bengal’s
people. At the Calcutta football ground
that year, Mohun Bagan’s barefoot players
defeated the East Yorkshire Regiment
club to lift the IFA shield. The same year,
Rabindranath Tagore wrote his famous
song for Mother India, ‘Jana Gana Mana’.
On a cold day in Delhi in December, the
visiting British monarch George V hosted
a massive durbar, where he announced
the revocation of the Partition of Bengal
— itwas a big victory for the nationalists.
Finally and most importantly, in that
speech, George V also announced the
decision to shift the capital of His Maj-
esty’s Government (HMG) from Calcutta
to Delhi.Calcutta’s European elite was not
happy. “HMG”, screamed The Statesman,
indicating not His Majesty’s Government
but “Hardinge Must Go”. Lord Hardinge
was the Viceroy who executed both the
annulment of the partition of Bengal and
the shifting of the capital. He tried to
justify the demotion of Calcutta as
punishment for the nationalists.
But not everyone was convinced.
An interesting debate took place
inthe House of Lords in London.
Lord Curzon, the former viceroy
who had been instrumental in
the disastrous decision to parti-
tion Bengal in 1905, criticised his

Cultural nationalism was
Bengal’s heartbeat during the
freedom movement. Subdued
for decades, it has found
vigorous expression again

Two trysts with
nationalism, 1911 & 2026

successor. “They desire to escape the
somewhat heated atmosphere of Bengal,”
he said.

Fifty-six years after that significant year
and 20 years after Independence, commu-
nists shared power with defectors from
Congress. Ten years later, in 1977, the Left
Front came to office and ruled West Bengal
for 34 years, causing enormous damage to
its nationalist fabric. At the stroke of the
centenary of the British escape from the
“nationalist heat”, in 2011, the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) came to office. Its politics
in the past 15 years revolved around chau-
vinism, anarchist politics and appease-
ment of the worst kind.

After 115 years, Bengal's nationalists
have bounced back. In an election held in
a “fearless” atmosphere, the people of the
state, yearning for parivartan (change),
chose to show the TMC the exit door. The
communists first, and the TMC subse-
quently, had mastered the art of terrorising
voters. The determined efforts of the Elec-
tion Commission, supported by the Union
Home Ministry, ensured that the mandate
expressed the genuine sentiment of the
people. Bengal’s deliverance from TMC
misrule was much needed in the national
interest. The continuation of that
government for another term
would have been an unmitigated
disaster not only for this great
state but also for the entire
country.India’s national integrity
was at stake during Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s misrule.

In refusing to accept the verdict of the
people, Banerjee is behaving like a sore
loser. The winner, the BJP, always had a
plan. Its success in elections depends on
constants like Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership and nationalist ideol-
ogy, while variables include the party’s ag-
gressive strategy and effective organisa-
tional mechanism. The Opposition has no
counter to the Modi factor. Western lib-
erals tried to label him pejoratively as a
populist. But he is a unique combination
ofliberal democratic values, good govern-
ance, and popular politics. Cultural
nationalism was Bengal’s heartbeat dur-
ing the freedom movement. It was a Ben-
gali, Swami Vivekananda, who described
India as “Dharma Prana Bharata” —
a country with dharma as its soul. Sub-
dued for decades, it has found vigorous
expression again.

There is no better strategist than Amit
Shah in the current political milieu. His
determined efforts to mobilise the party’s
grassroots workers played a critical role in
this election. In a decade, the BJP’s pres-
ence in the West Bengal assembly has
gone from three in 2016 to 78 in 2021 and
to 207 in 2026.

The West Bengal victory means the BJP
firmly controls north, west, central, east
and northeast India. With Bengal in its
Kitty, the party is now poised for even bigger
numbers in Parliament.

The writer president, India
Foundation, is with the BJP

Behind Fortress
Bengals fall,
anti-incumbency,
aruthless plan

JAWHAR SIRCAR

ORTRESS WEST Bengal has finally crumbled before
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). It was one of the
last hopes of liberals, and Mamata Banerjee and her
Trinamool Congress (TMC) had managed to ward off
the juggernaut for well over a decade with unusual
grit. This switchover, incidentally, ends an unbroken historical
record of half a century when Bengal invariably elected a party
to power that was diametrically opposed to the one ruling Delhi.

No one can deny that there was a strong anti-incumbency
wave. Many were, however, confident that the secular DNA
of Bengal would never allow a Hindi-Hindu party to triumph.
But people decided that the TMC had become worse than the
Left Front government that it unseated in 2011, so intolerable
was its misgovernance and corruption. Banerjee’s mansab-
dari model ensured thatlocal strongmen were free to extract
cuts from all economic activities in their zones. They ruled
with iron fists and greased palms; they terrorised Congress
and the Left parties as well.

But nature abhors a vacuum, and the hitherto-puny BJP
stepped in after 2014 to give refuge to all the TMC’s political
opponents, the good, the bad, and the ugly. Funds came in
profusely from both the central party and the local north-In-
dian business community, disgusted with Banerjee’s antics.
The BJP gained in strength. Its votes went up from a mere 19
lakh in the 2011 assembly elections to 55 lakh in the next one
in 2016 to a whopping 2.28 crore in the 2021 assembly polls
and 2.84 crore now.

Muslims constitute 27 per cent of the state’s population, and
ifone assumes that they do not vote for the BJP, it would appear
that this party’s total vote share of nearly 46 per cent (8 per cent
jump) represents the largest chunk of Bengal’s Hindu vote of
some 72 per cent. This time, Muslims were “cut to size” by the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls; many voted
for the Left or Congress, reducing the TMC’s vote share.

Interestingly, Dalits constitute almost 24 per cent of West
Bengal’s voters, but they pale into insignificance due to the he-
gemony of three or four upper
castes who flaunt their bha-
dralok status with just about
half the Dalit numbers. The
BJPunderstands caste rather
well — at least in harvesting
votes — and it targeted the
two biggest Dalit groups, the
Rajbanshis and the Namasu-
dras (mainly immigrants
from Bangladesh, legal or
otherwise). It worked on other
Dalits in the western districts
and targeted the Scheduled
Tribes and OBC Mahatos
there. The educated, secular
“casteless” urban babus — ir-
respective of party — found jati and “religion” to be ever so
retrograde in political discourse, but the BJP laughed its way
to counting halls. Jobless or underemployed youth were disil-
lusioned with the TMC, and the more educated sections
couldn’t care less for Bengali subnational values, thanks to 12
years of sustained Hindu and India-is-great propaganda. A
large section of women, once enamoured with Banerjee's
strong pro-women stand, must also have moved away.

But the SIR, with its dubious legality, delivered the coup de
grace. Having conducted two parliamentary elections in Bengal
aswell asroll revisions as chief electoral officer, one can decipher
the anti-voter stratagems of the SIR writ large. This could not
have been drafted by bureaucrats, however obsequiousthey be.
It appears to have been crafted outside Nirvachan Sadan, by
amoral corporate strategists and highly paid legal brains. Booby
traps, like “unmapped voters”, “under adjudication” millions,
and “logical discrepancies” disenfranchised lakhs of genuine
voters. The SIR’s totally secret computer-driven programme
knew exactly how toidentify and slash Muslim voters and others
who may reduce one party’s margin. As a ruthless super-plan,
looked upon ever soindulgently by the highest court, all the SIR
needed was a biased and collaborative election chief. He was
available to fob off queries and criticism.

It was indeed a dark day when the apex court decided to
use Article 142 of the Constitution to override Section 24 of
the Representation of the People Act, which had worked so
admirably for 75 years, without ascribing reasons. This en-
sured that 27 lakh hapless voters could not vote and it was
made to appear trifling.

Now that it has been rammed through, we need to wake
up to this new template that will rule elections henceforth.
And Bengal will have several years to ponder over the effects
of welcoming a regime whose values are largely antithetical
toits core culture.

The writer is a former Rajya Sabha MP
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SIDDHANT SARANG

INDIA'SEDUCATED youngare arguably the
most climate-informed generation this
country has ever produced. They know the
IPCC timelines. They track the AQI They
have shared the glacier reels and felt the
dread of a Delhi May that now regularly
touches 46 degrees. And they have, for the
most part, decided that none of this changes
how they live. This is not ignorance. The
problem is that the system offers them no
meaningful way to act.

The comfortable explanation is hypoc-
risy: The climate-anxious generation that
books flights and buys fast fashion without
apparent contradiction. But hypocrisy

For Gen Z, climate awarenessisnt turning into action

implies a conscious choice to ignore what
one knows. What is actually happening is
more depressing: A generation has been
given total awareness and almost no power,
and has rationally concluded that aware-
ness, by itself, isnota plan.

Consider what the system actually offers
a 23-year-old who takes climate seriously.
She can carry atote bag, refuse a straw, or off-
set her flight, a practice so cosmetically ef-
fective and substantively useless that the car-
bon offset industry has become a minor
scandal in Europe. What she cannotdoisin-
fluence whether India builds more coal
plants, whether her city gets a metroline, or
whether agriculture policy addresses meth-
ane. Theindividual-action menuislongand
the individual-action impact is negligible.

We have built an entire system for ex-
pressing climate grief. We have built almost

nothing for convertingitinto political press-
ure. Thisis, atits core, a political failure. Cli-
mate action, in every country where it has
actually happened, has been a political pro-
ject: Organised, won through elections, legis-
lation, and sustained civic pressure. India’s
young voters are not fighting this battle be-
causethe political system providesno chan-
nel for their care to become leverage. In the
2024 general election, no major national
party foregrounded climate as an issue. Cli-
mate concern had nowhere to go, so it went
backtothe Instagram story where it started.

Thelast decade of climate
communication has produced a
population more informed and no
more powerful than before

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

This is compounded by what social
mediahasdoneto climate engagement. Plat-
forms optimise for the most alarming con-
tent at the highest frequency, which gener-
ates anxiety efficiently and action hardly at
all. A generation worn down by extinction
contentsince adolescence hasnotbeenrad-
icalised — it has been exhausted. There is a
clinical term for this: Psychic numbing. The
griefisreal. It is also, politically, inert.

There is also an equity problem the cli-
mate conversation refuses to confront. The
young Indian most likely discussing cli-
mate change is urban, educated, and
among the country’s highest per-capita
emitters. The young Indian most immedi-
ately devastated by it, the farmer in Vi-
darbha watching the monsoon fail, the
daily-wage worker in a city touching lethal
heatindicesin May, is often not in this con-

versation at all. When climate awareness is
concentrated inaclass with the most tolose
from disrupting consumption, the politics
it produces will tend toward the aesthetic.

The last decade of climate communica-
tion has produced a population more in-
formed and no more powerful than before.
Information without political agency is not
the precursor to change but a substitute for
it. The path out runs through institutions,
not aesthetics; elections, not reels.

Ageneration that can cite the IPCC’s sixth
assessmentreport but cannot nameits ward
councillor has not yet begun to fight. That,
more than the doomscrolling and the des-
pair, is the real measure of where India's cli-
mate politics stands.

The writer works at the Quality Council of India.
Views are personal
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Bigger sharks not being caught: CJI1
raises alarm over Punjab drug menace

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 8

FLAGGING THE “alarming”
rise in cases of drug trafficking
and use in Punjab, the Supreme
Court on Friday slammed the
state government for failing to
check the menace and cau-
tioned that the “situation is
going out of hand”.

“In Punjab, the condition is
terrible. There are instances
now surfacingin publicdomain
...an old woman, more than 60
years ... crying because she lost
her Sthsontodrugaddiction. All
of her 5 children have died, one

REPLACEMENT OF OLD

VERSION IPS IN TINSUKIA
DIVISION

Tender Motice No.: N-202§-27-
TSE-NIT-01;, Dabted: 05-D5-2028, E-
Tender are nvited by tha
undersigned for the following wark
Tender No. @ N-2026-27-TSK-T-01,
Brief Description of Item

Replaceament of old varsion IPS
(Ver., 2004) to |elest version for
reliability improvement in Tinsukia

Divigion Tandar Value:
t24 46 B78/-, Earnest Monay
148,800/-, Date & time of closing/

opening of tender at 15:00 hrs
on 29-05-2026 Complata
information alongwith the tender
document of above e-tender
will be available n websita
wWww. ireps.gov.in

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RRILWAY

Sarving Cuafomrars With A Smita

DSTE, Tinsukia

E-Tendering Tender Notice
On behall of the President of India
Divizlonal Railway Manager/
Engineering, Norih - Eastern Railway,
Lucknow, invifes onfine tender for tha
following work, detail of which ks as
given below: 1. E-Tender No: NER-
LUN-2026-56 Name of Work: LIN Civ:
Providing pathway at GD, JEA, ASH,
SUBR & STP etc stations for Shunting
works, Estimated Cost (Rs.):
43856361.79 Earnest Monay (Rs.):
877100.00 Completion Period : 12
Monlhs, 2. E-Tender Mo: MER-LJM-
2026-87 Mame of Work: GD-
Replacement of damaged courd yard
doors and back doors of staff guarters
500 unit Type-l, Type-ll and Type-Ill in
all colony at Gonda, Estimated Cost
(Rs.): 13727155.30 Earnest Money
(Rz.): 27460000 Completion Period
12 Manths . 1. The tender, for the ahove
tender numbar NER-LJN-2026-96 &
NER-LJN-Z026-97 can be uploaded
up o 1500 hrs, on 02,06, 2026 and this
tender will be opened after 15:00 hrs.
on the same day, 2. All the information
related minimum qualificalion,
complete detalls of terms and
condifions of the above tender is
available on Morth Eastam Raibway
websile www.ireps.gov.in. Tendarer
should read the corrigendum [if any)
available on tha wabsila ralaled to this
tender information before uploading
the tender form and be sure to take into
consideration aswell,
Dhivisional Railway
Manager (Engg)

after the other. Look at the plight
of that mother. This is the sec-
ond instance thathas happened
in the last 2 weeks. What is the
State doing?,” Chief Justice of
India SuryaKant said while sug-
gesting that there can be a Cen-
tral agency to monitor drugs-re-
lated cases on a pan-Indialevel.
The bench also comprising
Justice Joymalya Bagchi made
the comments as it took up a
suo motu case for creation of
exclusive courts across the
country for faster disposal of
trialsunder special statutes like
the UAPA and the NDPS Act.
The CJI said while police

Rajasthan: Over
100illafter eating
wedding sweets

Jaipur: Over 100 people, in-
cluding children, fell ill alleg-
edly due to food poisoning
after consuming sweets pre-
pared at awedding functionin
Rajasthan's Kotputli-Behror
district on Friday.

The incident occurred in
Dhani Gaskan village of Virat-
nagar area, where 105 villagers
complained of vomiting and
stomach pain after eating
sweets served during the cer-
emony, officials said.

The sweets, including ras-
malai, were prepared for the
function on Thursday night
and were distributed to locals
on Friday.

The affected people were
admitted to the community
health centre in Atela. Doctors
later referred 16 children and
14 adults to Shahpura com-
munity health centre for
further treatment. PTI

nab small-level peddlers for
publicity, it fails to catch the
“bigger sharks” involved. He
said, “Today, I don’t want to
comment on your police func-
tioning. They need to be sensi-
tised. Whom they are picking
up and whom they are letting
off —it’sknownto everyone. So
please do something...”
Expressing alarm on the in-
creasein cases, the CJI said: “It’s
a situation which requires to be
revisited by all stakeholders.
From judicial side, I will ensure
that all High Courts provide full
support ... These bigger sharks
that are involved, instead of

small peddlers, we need to catch
hold. Bigger sharks, as particu-
larly influential people are in-
volved. Otherwise, the situation
isgoingout ofhand.”

Asajudge of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, CJI Kant
had passed several orders to
tackle the menace. The CJI re-
called Friday for his interven-
tion, he had received “threats”
from some “nasty people”.

“Ihave suffered also. Lots of
threats and all these things
were given by the nasty people
... but of course, I did not fear
and you know my ordersthere,”
the CJI told the state counsel.

CJIKantsaid, “The problem
is your police is more keen on
getting publicity ... They catch
hold of asmallvillager, poor boy,
get him photographed and
comein the newspaper. Asifyou
have done avery commendable
job.Ihavedealt with that casein
HC, I know very well. Who are
operating and how these things
are taking place. Why don’t you
gototheroot of the matter? You
are picking up people when
somethingcomesinthe market.
How is it reaching there? Ask
your people, they will tell you ...
These things are known to your
agency.”

Indian crew member on ship headed
to Yemen killed in Hormuz ‘crossfire’

Express News Service
Ahmedabad, May 8

A SAILOR from Devbhumi
Dwarka identified as Altaf
Talab Ker, was killed in a “cross-
fire” on Thursday while aboard
a vessel that had left Dubai for
Yemen with cargo, sources con-
firmed to The Indian Express
on Friday.

Sources confirmed that Ker,
who was among 18 crew
members aboard the vessel Al
Faize Noor Suleimani, was
killed after “crossfire hit it.”

The Indian Consulate in
Dubai wrote in a post on X:
“Saddened to learn of the un-
fortunate incident at sea that
caused the tragic death of an In-
dian crew of a ship. The Consu-
late is in touch with the owner
of the ship and is ascertaining
further details. The Consulate
will render all possible assis-
tancein this matter on priority.
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E-Tenders is invited for execution of mnl
following work by Divisional Eallwdvl
Manager (Commercial.) E.C. Railway, |
Dhanbad:- Tender No. C-T10-CHRK-POL- |
GCT-26 (1) Name of the work with its |
location & completion p-erlm:l:|
Devalopment of Gall Shakli F.'I-.j-lll-l'.'lu::-t‘eell

Anothervessel, Prem
Sagar, rescued the
other17 crew
members and
broughtthemto
Dubai around 6 pm
on Friday

Our deepest condolences”.

Adam Bhaya, general sec-
retary of the Indian Sailing
Vessels Association, told The
Indian Express that the inci-
dent happened while the
vessel was “crossing the Strait
of Hormuz”; its captain was
Ameen Salemamad Sumbha-
nia and Ker was “near the en-
gine room”..

Bhaya wrote to the Indian
consulate in Dubai saying,
“This incident has caused im-
mense fear and griefamong the
seafarer community and the

family members of the de-
ceased. Theloss of aninnocent
Indian seafarer under such cir-
cumstances is deeply distress-
ing and requires urgent atten-
tion from the concerned
authorities.”

Another vessel, Prem Sagar,
rescued the other 17 crew
members and brought them to
Dubai around 6 pm on Friday,
Bhaya said.

Bhaya has written to the In-
dian Consulate in Dubai seek-
ing support for Ker's funeral in
Dubai, and to “facilitate all
legal, consular and documen-
tation procedures and ensure
safety and well being of the sur-
viving crew members”, all of
whom were Indian according
to him.

Accordingto Bhaya, Ker be-
longed to Jam Salaya town in
Dwarka and had departed from
Dubai aboard the vessel on
Wednesday afternoon.

SCrefuses to order arrest of
Anil Ambaniin bank fraud case

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 8

THE SUPREME Courton Friday
refused togive directions for the
arrest of Anil Ambaniin connec-
tion with the bank loan fraud
case against Anil Dhirubhai Am-
bani Group (ADAG) of com-
panies, saying that it was up to
the investigating agencies to
take a call. The top court under-
lined the matterinvolving public
money requires a thorough and
time-probe probe so that public
confidence is maintained.

“General principleis that for
an effective investigation or to
take aninvestigation toalogical
conclusion, there are cases
where custodial interrogation
becomesimperative. There are
certain circumstances also de-
pending on...We leave it to the
wisdom of the investigating
authorities as of now without
expressing any opinion. Let us
see how they proceed and what
they do,” Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant presiding over a
two-judge bench said.

The bench also comprising
Justice Joymalya Bagchi was
hearing a plea by former Union
secretary E A S Sarma seeking a
court-monitored probe into the
cases of alleged bank loan fraud

involving the ADAG. The CJI
made the remark as Advocate
Prashant Bhushan appearing for
Sarma said the CBI had filed a
chargesheet in two cases in
Mumbai wherein it had named
Anil Ambani as the “kingpin”
but had not arrested him so far.

Bhushan said he had at-
tached a copy of the chargesheet
with an affidavit filed before the
court and added “they have al-
ready arrested people whom
they say were acting at the in-
structionsof thekingpin and the
kingpin is not arrested”.

Justice Bagchi said the SC
had repeatedly advised caution
in arresting someone unless it
was unavoidable. He said the
agenciesneed tofocuson collec-
tion of evidence, preservation,
protection and production of
witnesses “rather than the sen-
sationalisation of investigation
through arrest”. The judge
added “eveniftheallegationsare
grave, if there is cooperation...,
the examination of evidence
and witnesses is notjeopardised,
“we are not going to put the cart
before the horse™.

Justice Bagchi said “on one
hand, we are going to develop a
jurisprudencelike...PankajBan-
sal...Again when we monitor in-
vestigation, (if) we activate en-

forcement agencies like blood-
hounds will be actually going
contrarytothelawwearelaying
down”. In the Pankaj Bansal
case, the SCwhile underscoring
the principles of personal liberty
had mandated serving written
groundsofarrest totheaccused.

Thejudge said whethertoar-
restanaccused or notisthe sub-
jective decision of the probe
agency. On the demand for ar-
rest, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta appearing for the probe
agencies said “there are other
FIRs, they aresstill investigating”
and it’s “little too early to say
there is decision either way”.

Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal
appearing for Anil Ambani won-
dered how the petitioner had got
the chargesheet copy when the
court had not taken cognisance
of ityet. “Ilamalittle pained. Cog-
nisance has not been taken by
the court. How does he have the
chargesheet? Except the court
and the agency, how does he
have the chargesheet”, adding
the petitioner’s “only agenda is
to arrest Anil Ambani...If
chargesheet stands filed, I will
defend myself. I have cooper-
ated every time... I have not
sought anticipatory bail.”

The CJI said “that’s why we
are not saying anything”.

After Gujarat HC rap to state, interfaith
couple complete marriage registration

Aditi Raja
Vadodara, May 8

A DAY after right-wing groups
allegedly disrupted the marriage
registration of a Hindu woman
and a Muslim man in Ahmeda-
bad despite Gujarat High Court
directions to facilitate process
under the Special Marriage Act,

the HC on Friday

orally questioned the
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Cargo Terminal (GCT) al Chruki [CHRK)

Slation Entirely on Rastway kand for POL |
{Petrod=um, Oil, and Lubrcants) Traffic for |
the period of thiry five years (315 years) ie|

420 monihs. () Approx. cost of

development of Gati Shakti Multi-Model |

Cargo Terminal (GCT) at Churki {CHREK)
Rs. 77,33,79.6832/- {3) Earnest Money: Fs

T.73,38.0004- (4) Date & Time for closing
and opening of Tender: Date of closimg of
e-tenderat 15.00 hours on 09.06.2026. Dale
of openmg of e-tender after 15:30 hrs. on
09.06.2026 (5) Website particulars:
hitps:www.ireps.gov.in Mo Banual tender
will be accepted against e-lendering

Railway Adménistration reserves tha right to
rej:-.u;l: any or all the tenders withoul
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State as to why “two
adults” required po-
lice protection to get
married.

Hours later, after
the Public Prosecutor
assured the bench
that instructions had
been conveyed to
senior police officers
of DCP rank, the
young couple walked

WY, o G forrmert § sreemid ot o fora forer searuien

T " Y 7] fedi 04.06.2026 THT ITd: 11.00 S T
3-fferer st &, S o 3-2uefoT I https://mptenders.gov.in
W AT 12.05.2026 TWF 91 05.00 o< T @ ST Fehe! 21 Fferer
o Goftr H SR 8 24x7 209 S8k TRt 0120-4001 002/0120-
4200 462/0120-4001 005/0120-6277 787 YT HUeh fohaT ST EehalT 2
I FiferaT a1 foreqat foraer wet e/ At /e (3fe #1581

intothe marriagereg-
istrar’s office under
police protectionand
solemnised their
marriage —complet-

Earlier,on May?7,
alleged members of
the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad and
Bajrang Dal staged
protestsoutsidethe
office premises

ing the process that was stalled
just aday earlier due to protests.

Onthemorningof May7,the
marriage registration office in
Ahmedabad witnessed dra-
matic scenes. As word spread
that a young Hindu-Muslim
couple would appear there to
register their marriage underthe
Special Marriage Act, 1954, de-
spite objections from the
woman's parents, alleged
members of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad and Bajrang Dal staged
protests on the office premises.
Police scrambled to manage the
situation. And when the dust
settled, the marriage registrar

postponed the registration, cit-
ing the need for police protec-
tion. The couple, whohad come
not only to exercise a constitu-
tional right but also to comply
with the High Court directions
issued in March, had leftempty-
handed. On Friday, a Special
Division Bench of Justice NSS
Gowdaand Justice DM Vyasdid
not mince words as they ques-
tioned the “helplessness” of the
authoritiesempowered by lawin
the matter. In open court, Jus-
tice Gowdasaid, “It'sgoingtoget
worse, I think... Doyouneed po-
lice protection for this? I don't
seem to understand-- why do
you need police protection toget
married? They are two adults.”
The court expressed its dis-
pleasure at the delay and stated
it had already spent consider-
able time satisfying itself while
hearing the original habeas cor-
pus plea filed by the man in
March that the woman was act-
ing of her own free will and was
under noillegal confinement.
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OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER,
Gwalior Municipal Corporation

MNo.-/PIU/2026 (N IT)_znd ca" Date : 08/05/2026
Gwalior Municipal Corporation, Gwalior Invites online for the fu:ulluwing Work:
5] E-Tender Tender Name Probable Amount | EMD Tender | Period of | Sale Stk
no. Mo. of Cantract [Rs) {Rs) Fee [Rs) |completion | Eadhe & Time
01| 2026 yap | Detailed Survey, Design drawing and 1,37,17,026.88 | 68,586/- | 12,500/~ | #month | 08/05/26
z construction of rain water harvesting system (12month | 10:30Am&
_496182 2 | 21 ifferent locations within the fimits of construction | 15/05/26,
Gwalior municipal corparation including period4 | S30Pm
maintenance of system for a Period of 03 % moth
years 50 as to ensure efficient funchioning 0&M|
of system throughout the maintenance
period.. File No. 98/26/3/3
Full detail of the above tenders can be seen on wwnw.mptenders. goviin, Amendments to MIT, if any shall be published
on website only. {G.5.T Excluding) i
T RO FEIE 306, RN 08-05-2026 Executive Engineer (PIU), Gwalior Municipal Corporation

JHARKHAND BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED

(CIN: U40108JH20135GC001702)

Reged. Office:- Engineering Building, HEC, Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004.

fax # 0651-2400483 e-mail

: cespjsebia rediffmail.com/gmsp.jbyvoli rediffmail.com

1" Time Extension Notice

Last date of uploading of bid documents, last date of online submission of tender fee and bid opening
date of following tender notice no. is hereby extended as below -

EﬂI.TTH CENTHRAL RAILWAY

Fallow Us on @S0 Raikemyinga
Detalis of the Tender Nobces of
5.C Railway can be sk on i

wehsfe waw. srindlanrabways.govin

TENDER NOTICE No. 5 |
03-G5-5C-Il-26-0T =

On behalf of the President of India,
Dy. CE/GS/HYB, South Central
Failway, Secunderabad inviles Open
Tendears for the following works
through e-procurement up to 1500
hours of 29.05.2026

Tender Mo, 03-G5-5C-1-26-0T
Name of work 1) Frovision of
additional COPs at MED station 2)
Frovigion of additional COPs at
MAT.YRAGUR 3) Raising of Platforms
at MXT &) Raising of Platforms at YKA
5) Raising of Flatforms at HPG
Approx Value Rs. 57435305/ Bid
Security :EM[H 1148800/-

For Fl,:rihnr r'F’rals. '..'|5.|t rhf wehslrsl
www.ireps,gov.in

Chief Project Manager, Gatl Shakti,
A3 Secunderabad

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,

Please visit website at

COMPREHENSIVE
ANNUAL MAINTENANCE

CONTRACT

Maintenance coniract for CNC
Surface Wheel Lathe (BG) (Modal
No. Y8L-012, Machina Sr. Mo
CHNC SWL-88/2014 Make: Ms
HYT Enginesring Go. Pyt Lid

Date of Commission: 30.07.2014)
al WTS/NBQS for a period of
03(Three) years on yaarly basis,
imclusive of all spares, maténals
and labour costs vide COFMOW
AT No. COFMOW/IRIS-6089/12/
P2rG-687 Dated.20.08,. 2013
Advertised Value:T39 67 352 43/
; Earnest Money X793 400/, Date
E time of closing of above lender
at 15:00 hrs. on 26-05-2026. For
details please Wisit in websife
www.ireps.gov.in.

Tender No.. IMF-MP-PLG-NBOS-

g01A; Dated: 06-05-2028. E- , . . =4 T - u; =
Tender are invited by the A9, % wiaraf Ereerl 4 srerre i 3 e nrE wwm iy
undersigned for the following famter 04.06.2026 79T o 11.00 T3 7% L-GfEE (qu=2)
work Name of Work e : Grg

Comprahansiva Aenial sfEg @, = B f2veEfin 9EE hitps:/mptenders.govin T

| oA wEA mﬁﬁ: WTOTA-46201 |

ﬂm : 0755-2550727, 2551565

ﬁ-ﬁﬁ : inﬁ‘n.mptht.’.i-_:_mp.gm'.in. T;I'F-I"mfl'l':-g"::.": mpthe.mp.gov.in
ATeR/S1 1 2T IaTa/2026  AraTe, R 05.05.2026

arErat et B sregaema fEenteat o e o

(A= waie-Proc -10/2026-2027)

feiaR 12.05.2026 99T 91 05.00 F=0 @ 26 51 a1 #1 FiEer =+
garey B ST B 24x7 ¥ 6 T 0120-4001 002/0120-4200
462/0120-4001 005/0120-6277 TRT T HYF ToraT =1 HeFal 8|

I ffaer =1 faga fan va semafad afae @l 98 8m)
AT I U e O 3Ueted 5|

O3 HTE R/ 125685/2026 T WelTeTeh

Office of Superintending Engineer,
Moradabad Circle, P.W.D. Moradabad

E-Procurement Notice Inviting Tender Second Time

No.- 2752/Nivida-Moradabad/2026-27 Dated: 02.05.2026

i | Extended online bid | Last date of online Technical bid Wtos-lwww.irens Gov.in oF CWM, New Bongaigaon
"‘Hl NITs Mo, L{p!fradiug." submission u.l tender u||l_':||in::5 date w:.ln"v.'.l'r:..'.;-rl:ll'.irldi:i:l'lraFill-:l';lE':":.f;.gﬂv.in HDHE.IST FRONTIER RAILWAY On behalf of the Governor of UP, tender for following work are invited by
_ ; | submission end date fee and EMD |__4na lime e Rk i P Tl e the Superintending Engineer, Moradabad Circle, PWD Moradabad online on
[VPRABYNLZ026-27 11052026 upte 18:00 | 11052026 upta 18:00 | 12.05.2026 upto : . ;s :
Rail Pole. (13 mie. lone. 60 ke i) His His 1800 Hrs website http.//etender.up.nic.in from registered contractors In column No-8 from
o I-'-u-rl.E.1-_'.1.'-:i::l:-n'.lz::.Lmh.n_:-:;;iﬁ:m-l:urn:|g-1i.:'|hl the above NITs can be seen on website I'Il.l:i'l:_ih:.l:l'i".].1..'i.lI-I.I.i.l._'T.Ili:llL‘I"i. 12-05-2026 at 10.00 am to 18-05-2026 at 1.2'00 noon. Amognt mentioned in
gov.in and may be contacted on Mobile No. 09431135523 / 9430348596/ NIC helpline No, 065 1-24001 78, Only column no. 5 & 7 shall be mandatory deposited by Net Banking Only through
| enline payment mode of submission of Tender Fee & EMD will be accepted. W 3 l E-tender portal. Technical bid /Prequalification of tenders shall be opened on
f ' PR No. 377096 Sdi- 18-05-2026 at 12.30 noon in office of undersigned by tender committee in
o 1800 35 T WY Dy. General Manager 20 /TofTo3 0 /2026-27 ﬁ:l‘l%ﬁ 08.05.2026| |presence of authorised representatives/bidders who wish to be present. Financial
: F‘H 3? 0362 Jh&rkhand El-uree Vitran Mlga m Lid (26-27)_D Purchase bid of the tendres who qualify in technical bid shall be opened on date and time as
BW g_ ' :-‘li\aa| WT specified by a notice in the office of undersigned. In case of Government holiday
3 = _ = ) _ TR T STl BRI e T e s e e e el W e the required process shall be carried out on ne-xt working day.
urvT B faumr, &Rl gHvsd, sWNIEn At # 4R e, T 9%, T 9 AR A1 R g steusred| || pimaed| o [ om0l costofenter | cygory of o
g —areuamrells yAfifaer sz gasn 3-Tfaer st ot St € 1 ffodl ¥ wafad SRt $-2UeY ot dedge| || No s Name of Work oot it Sy || Bovock  chdios G R
i—fafie g0 — 13/R12024-25/RWDVEEHAZARIBAG farates — (7.05.2026 www.etender.up.nic.in W Iueted € | e & weaf-erd aifereh SRR 89 _ riny sewson) | )
FmEE afigm, aein @ fam e owes, eadEe 30 FE REm @ agEn e ferdll off e foer # 7R e stefire shrfera & wwaeh foran S weha 1 foedt| |1 | 2 ] 4 ) 6 T 8 -
%C%eﬁ?ﬁmcm TR T off YR & gfs o= & Ty H §-2USY hl JHrEe bl a@d T8 | THfaarsi %_S.[ Strengthening work of Moradabad
| wo| add=H g S a1 A gramfaa @l (sua o) i Hld freifea fafer wef wor <1 foraron e e a Tanda Dadhiyal _(Major Districs 508.64 | 10.18 |12 Month | 300+2000+ W
w0 | e/ Aww e diw HER H s m ﬁﬂ%ﬁT ' g Road-65) road in  Moradabad) =™ ' 54=2354 | (Road Category)
| R i B A district from chainage 20.000 to
1 | RWDVHAZMMG | wsoma | am @ @ sesr | 7.59.29.400/ AR AL 12 [ares) | firdr I . 25.000
it gl B : B [T SeEEE | Sreers (iR 11.05.2026 SR
:mir;"f;‘“i'” r'_“"ﬂ;rr' FE‘"i = faf 02:00 &Sl ¥ Rules/conditions & details of the tender are available at website
0HT) q W AT | - , . : . .
e i . fyferar AT T F AT i 18.05.2026 = http://etender. up.nic.in. Bld('ler have tp login  Prahar1 URL
2 1{*-1_1‘:# LGS R R R L S S 2. - http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/prahari/ and upload their documents As per G.O No. -
3. E—l' la'-T"a:"l AT & 3 :C*.'IJ--TM WA -—22 05 2028 ﬁ-. -I'!-!-!_ﬁ_lﬁ.ﬂ':l G e B i | ﬁfé‘[ 02:00 ‘deh 879 (1)/23_7_2020 dated 25-08-2020 and E-IN-C (VlkaS) and Head of]
Al JEHERT Blick o 8,8 ARG R508 S0z AL S0 WY | G - : : Department letter-4650/4NL-0C/2020 dated 27.08.2020
5. ferfae i @ e goriErer 1 geeTe O ue - s sthrgen, ardor s R, s guves, 3. feqier 18.05.2026 TIT=: P T '
7 et fafaer e ot fafer 05:00 T (S.P. Singh)
& -S—IAlaeT WS w1 TN H0—06546— 265286 | > s (Kuldeep Sant) Superintending Engineer
Fertael e & [ deaems e jharkhandtenders.gov.in® &5 @1 Tl & | arduras aiftga, T TR | | Executive Engineer UPID-250925 Moradabad Circle, PWD
gpfio e P, Provincial Division, Dt. 07/05/2026 Moradabad
PR 379274 (Rural Work Departmant) 26-27 (D) @il woed, gardian | R e sree | PWD Moradabad www.upidadv.gov.in For and on behalf of Governor of UP

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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‘ENOUGH IS ENOUGH’

SC questions delay in
nod to prosecute MP
minister for remarks
on Col Sofiya Qureshi

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 8

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
asked the Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment to decide on granting
sanction to prosecute Minister
Kunwar Vijay Shah in connec-
tionwith hisalleged defamatory
remarks about Colonel Sofiya
Qureshi, who gained nationwide
prominence during the media
briefings on Operation Sindoor
last year.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi refused to ac-
cept Shah’s submission that he
had apologised and asked the
state to take a decision on the
sanction and report compliance
in 4 weeks. “Please make a deci-
sion...Enough is enough now.
And report compliance within4
weeks,” the court said.

In January, the Apex court
asked the state to decide the
sanction issue within 2 weeks.

On Friday, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta urged the bench
togrant some more time for this.
Mehta said he was not defend-
ing the minister, but it seemed
hewanted to say somethingelse.
“What he said was definitely un-
fortunate. I am not defending
him; thisismy view, not the gov-
ernment's. Possibly, he wanted
to praise the lady; he could not
articulate properly, butheended
up saying something,” he said.

Disagreeing, the CJI said,
“Political personalities are very
articulate. They say what they
wantto. Ifitwereaslip of tongue,
he would have immediately
apologised.” The court referred
to a report by the Special Inves-
tigation Team constituted on its
direction and said that accord-
ingtoit, "the manisin the habit
of making such statements.”

Senior Advocate Maninder
Singh, appearing for Shah, said
he had issued an apology the
very nextday and also furnished
ittothe press.

Butthe CJIsaid, “Itisonly be-
cause we have taken cognisance
(that he apologised). Writing a
letter is not an apology. It is only
creating a fake defence.... The
first thing he should have done

Colonel Sofiya Qureshi

is say, I have committed a mis-
take. I tender an unconditional
apology for it... As if you are
above the law.”

Singh pointed out that the
apology was already placed be-
forethebench by thetimeittook
cognisance of the matter. “It took
place on May 12, and on May 13
the apology came,” he said.

“I think he also came on a
television and apologised with
folded hands,” added Mehta.

Justice Bagchi said, “Let the
state look into the totality of the
circumstances and take a
decision.”

On May 12,2025, Shah said at
an event in Mau that India
taught a lesson to those respon-
sible for the Pahalgam terror at-
tack using “their own sister”.
While he did not name any indi-
vidual, the Congress alleged he
was alluding to Colonel Sofiya
Qureshi. Shah later sought to
clarify the remarks, saying, “Do
not see my speech in a different
context.Iwanttotell people that
my speechisnotin that context.
They are our sisters, and they
have taken revenge with great
strength along with the armed
forces.”

Shah’s alleged remarks
sparked widespread outrage,
afterwhich the Madhya Pradesh
High Court took suo motu cog-
nisance and ordered an FIR tobe
registered against him. He had
challenged that before the Su-
preme Court.

On May 19, the Supreme
Court appointed a three-
member SIT to probe the matter.
The SIT sought sanction to pros-
ecute him under Section 196 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(promotion of communal
hatred and ill-will).

China confirms
on-site support to
Pakistan during

Op Sindoor: Reports

KJM Varma
Beijing, May 8

CHINA, FOR the first time, has
confirmed that it provided on-
site technical support to Pakis-
tan during the four-day conflict
with India last year, official
media reports here said.
China’s state broadcaster
CCTV on Thursday aired an in-
terviewwith Zhang Heng, an en-
gineer from the Aviation Indus-
try Corporation of China’s (AVIC)
Chengdu Aircraft Design and
Research Institute, a key devel-
oper of China’sadvanced fighter
aircraft and unmanned aerial
vehicle design. Zhang had pro-
vided technical support to Pak-
istan during the four-day con-
flict last May, Hong Kong-based
South China Morning Post re-
ported, quoting CCTV. Pakis-
tan’s air force operates a fleet of
Chinese-made J-10CE jets, pro-
duced by an AVIC subsidiary.
“At the support base, we fre-
quently heard the roar of fighter
jets taking off and the constant
wail of air-raid sirens. By late
morning, in May, the tempera-
turewasalready approaching 50
degrees Celsius. It was a real or-
deal for us, both mentally and
physically,” Zhang said.
Whatdrove histeamwasthe
“desire to do an even better job
with on site support” and to en-
sure their equipment could
“truly perform at its full combat
potential”, Zhang told CCTV.
“That wasn't just a recogni-
tion of the JIOCE; it was also a
testament to the deep bond we
formed through workingside by
side,dayinand dayout,” hesaid.
Chinese foreign ministry and
military officials have either par-

ried or played down allegations
of China’s support for Pakistan
during the conflict.

Therewasno official reaction
toIndia's Deputy Chief of Army
Staff Lt General Rahul R Singh’s
assertion that Beijing provided
active military support to Pakis-
tan during Operation Sindoor,
using the conflict asa “live lab”.

Inanaddressataseminaror-
ganised by industry chamber
FICCI in July last year, Lt Gen
Singh suggested that China used
its satellites to monitor Indian
military deployment asthe Pak-
istani military was getting live
inputs on it during the DGMO
(Director General of Military Op-
erations)-level phone talks.

He likened China’s strategy
during Operation Sindoor to its
ancient military strategy of “36
stratagems” and Killing the ad-
versary with a “borrowed knife”
tobuttress the point that Beijing
extended all possible support to
Pakistan to cause pain to India.

Chinese officials and social
media played up Pakistan’s
claims of shooting down Indian
fighter planes to showcase Chi-
nese tech superiority, even
though therewasnoevidenceto
support Islamabad’s assertion.

But they remained silent
about Pakistan suffering heavy
collateral damage, including
several terrorist headquarters,
key air bases and failure of Chi-
nese radars, which enabled In-
dia’s air superiority.

Latest media reports here
said Chinaplanstosellitsstealth
bomber J-35 to Pakistan. The
disclosures by the Chinese offi-
cialsabout China's assistance to
Pakistan areseenasanew “sales
pitch”, observerssaid. ~ —PTI

ONE YEAR OF COUNTER-TERROR OPERATION

Op Sindoor showcased our
capabilities, ethos: Rajnath

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 8

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh on Friday described Op-
eration Sindoor as a “short-dur-
ation, deep-penetration, high-
intensity, and high-impact
operation” which showcased
India’s ability to compel its ad-
versary to surrender.

Addressing the second edi-
tion of Joint Commanders’
Conference in Jaipur a year
after the operation, he said it
was a demonstration of India’s
growing capabilities and a sym-
bol of its collective resolve and
new military ethos. Singh
called upon top military com-
manders of the three armed
services to remain future-
ready, learning from the oper-
ation and the current global se-
curity landscape, a statement
from the Ministry of Defence
noted.

Highlighting the need to
strengthen capabilities in artifi-
cial intelligence, autonomous
systems, data analytics and se-
cure communication networks
tostay prepared in the evolving
geopolitical security scenario,
hesaid that future conflicts will
increasingly be shaped by “hy-
brid threats, information domi-
nance and operations con-
ducted simultaneously across
cyber, space, electromagnetic
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Chief of Defence Staff

General Anil Chauhan, Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi, Chief
of Army Staff General Upendra Dwivedi and Chief of the Air Staff Air
Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh in Jaipur on Friday. Ani

and cognitive domains”.

He stressed on the impor-
tance of ensuring integrated
national preparedness across
all spectrums of conflict, while
alsolauding progress achieved
in enhancing integration and
technological adoption across
the three services.

“Future wars will not be
won solely through weaponry,
but through innovative think-
ingand enhanced synergy,” the
minister added.

He also asked the military

leadership to cultivate an ‘el-
ement of surprise’ to remain
unpredictable to the nation’s
adversaries and secure a stra-
tegic edge in any given situ-
ation, while asking them to re-
main vigilant of the element of
surprise of the enemy.

He also released a docu-
mentary film on Operation Sin-
door and the Joint Doctrine for
Integrated Communication
Architecture, aimed at
strengthening doctrinal clarity,
interoperability and integrated

communications across the
Armed Forces in future multi-
domain operations.

Accordingtothe statement,
the conference, themed ‘Mili-
tary Capability in New Do-
mains’, brought together the
top leadership of the Ministry
of Defence and the Indian
Armed Forces to deliberate on
emerging security challenges
and future readiness.

“Comprehensive deliber-
ations were held on future war-
fare, multidomain operations,
technological transformation
and joint capability develop-
ment,” the statement said, ad-
ding that the conference wit-
nessed extensive discussions
on “cognitive warfare; cyber re-
silience against evolving quan-
tum and Al-enabled threats;
military capability develop-
mentin emerging domains; in-
digenous innovation and
Al-enabled warfighting con-
cepts”.

Demonstrations of ad-
vanced systems and platforms
developed for intelligence
fusion, operational planning
and information management
were also showcased duringthe
conference, reflecting growing
integration of cutting-edge
technologies into joint
operational structures, the De-
fence Ministry’s statement
noted.

LONG-TERM ROADMAP: TECH-DRIVEN INTEGRATED SERVICES IN 20 YEARS

Armed Forces set new goals for 2047,
draw insights from Sindoor, conflicts

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 8

DRAWING INSIGHTS from
Operation Sindoor and the re-
cent global conflicts, the Indian
Armed Forces have set strategic
goals and priorities that they
aim to reach by 2047, The
Indian Express has learnt.

These goalsinclude achiev-
ing an edge in combat read-
iness and scaling capability de-
velopment and strengthening
military diplomacy, among
others.

These goals are beyond the
various measures being under-
taken by the Indian military
over the last year, including a
large-scale construction of
underground infrastructure,
boosting air defence, prioritis-
ing procurement of modern
weapons and technology
through the emergency route.

According to officials privy
to the matter, the goals call for
the formulation of a National
Military Strategy, modernising
and procuring the latest tech-
nologies and platforms, includ-
ingautonomous, while bolster-
ing the development of
indigenoustechnologiesunder
the Atmanirbharta initiative.

Aspart ofthevision, the mili-
tary islooking to strengthen de-
terrence through the procure-
ment of intelligent platforms,
combat assets, and force multi-
pliers, create robust border infra-
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India aims to strengthen jointness among the Army, Navy and Air Force by the centennial of Independence

QPERATION
sindoor

AYEARLATER

structure as well as coastal sur-
veillance, and design national
strategies for possible threats.
There will likely be an em-
phasis on airdomain awareness
in maritime zones, while also
expanding Underwater Do-
main Awareness (UDA).
Additionally, therewillbean
overall enhancement of space-
based Intelligence, Surveillance
and Reconnaissance (ISR) capa-
bilities, along with the develop-
ment of robust cyber defence
networks, among the strategic
priorities of the forces.

‘FLORAL TRIBUTETO TP SINGH
Hybrid rose “Tribhuvan’ named after first plan panel secretary

Santosh Singh
Patna, May 8

INDIA'S FIRST full-time secre-
tary of Planning Commission
and 1936-batch ICS officer Trib-
huvan Prasad Singh, better
known as TP Singh, has a
new variety of rose named after
him.

"Tribhuvan", as it is called,
has been developed by South
Asia’sleading nursery and rose
breeder, K S Gopalaswamien-
gar Son, popularly known as
KSG Son, at Chamarajpet, Ben-
galuru, over four and a half
years. Though named in 2025,
the rose would be part of KSG
roses catalogue 2027-28, and
available for sale and exhibition
only in 2027.

T P Singh (1913-1975), who
later served as the country’s fi-
nance and agriculture secre-

| tary, is often recalled as one of

leading policymakers post In-
dependence.

KSG Son chief executive of-
ficer Sarvesh Sarvesh Sriram
told The Indian Express: “We
decided to name a rose variety
after T P Singh to honour hisin-
valuable contribution to the
formation of the country’s pol-
icies in its nascent years since
Independence as secretary
with Planning Commission
and later finance and agricul-
ture secretary. Second, he and
his family have been big pro-
moters of a great variety of roses
for the last five decades. TP
Singh was also among one of
our patrons.”

Sriram said they chose to
develop a hybrid of ‘Black
Prince and Corrida’ to be
named after TP Singh ashe had
great admiration for roses of
deep crimson colour.

“Tribhuvan is a prized pos-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Officials told The Indian
Express that there will be in-
creased focus on executing op-
erations across domains for
greater integration among the
forces and building flexible
structures for warfighting.

While the military is close to
establishing unified theatre
commands from the three ser-
vices, the long-term goals also
include integrating networks
and communication, settingup
ajoint logistics and inventory
management system and an
operations coordination centre.

Accordingto officials, other
long-term goals are to create
surge capacities tomeet the de-
mands arising from prolonged
high-intensity operations, de-
velop indigenous systems and
platforms in alignment with

session of our garden at pres-
ent. Its classic high-centred
form and exhibition-grade
character make it a rose of dis-
tinction. The rich tradition of
rose breeding started gaining
national and international
fame from the days of my

specific needs.

There are also long-term
goals to establish a Defence
Geospatial Agency, a Drone
Force and a force for cognitive
warfare, aside from a full-
fledged Space Command, and
Cyber Command.

Expansion of various missile
defence and air defence systems
for protection against multi-do-
main threats as part of mission
Sudarshan Chakra are also part
of the plans, the officials said.

Strengthening military co-
operation with other countries
through joint training and ex-
ercises, while also modernising
the training curriculum for In-
dian military personnel are
some of the other long-term
strategic priorities of the Indian
defence forces.

T P Singh (left) was one of the
patrons of KSG Son; the new
rose variety (right) will be part of
its 2027-28 catalogue. ExPress

grandfather G Kasturirangan
and carried on to my father K
Sriram (current proprietor) and
me now,” said its CEO.

KSG Son was founded in
1925-26. It is known for main-
taining one of South Asia’s lar-
gest collections of garden roses,

* BRIEFLY

A CCTV grab of the leopard in the car factory, Pune, Thursday. express
MAHARASHTRA

Leopard spotted in CCTV footage

at Mercedes Benz factory in Pune

A LEOPARD was spotted on the premises of Mercedes Benz
India PvtLtd in Pune’s Chakan MIDC area in the early hours
of Thursday, said Amrut Shinde, Assistant Conservator of
Forest (ACF), Junnar Division. “The surrounding area
mainly consists of open barren land. No further movement
of the animal was observed thereafter,” he said. Shinde said
ateam from the state forest department inspected the site,
recorded thelocation onvideo, and conducted a thorough
search ofthe surrounding area. “However, no other
indirect evidence ofleopard movement was found,” he
said. Meanwhile, as a precautionary measure, the forest de-
partment has placed two active trap cages at the location.

3from UP drown
in Junagadh’s
Willingdon Dam

THREE PERSONS -includ-
ingtwo teenagers - ofa
group of seven migrants
from Uttar Pradesh, work-
ingatarestaurantinJuna-
gadh, drowned in Willing-
don Dam on Friday. Police
identified the deceased as
Shivam Bharatdeep Sahi
(22),Kalim Salimuddin
Shaikh (16) and Hasnain Ji-
lani Shaikh (16), all from vil-
lagesin UP's Bahraich dis-
trict. DSP Hitesh
Dhandhaliyasaid that ofthe
fourthatjumpedintothe
water, only one survived as
the areaisabout15-20 feet
deep and they did not know
how to swim, he said. By Fri-
day evening, all three bodies
had been found and sent for
post mortem exam. ENS

ENS

B Tech student
stabbed to death

outside home

A22-YEAR-OLD B.Tech stu-
dentwas stabbed todeath on
Thursday night, said police.
Yuvan Akhil Kumar, a third-
year student, was watching
anIPL match with friends on
amobile phone outside his
homein Hyderabad’s Indira-
nagar when atleast four per-
sons attacked him with
sharpweapons. He died
while being taken to the hos-
pital. Yuvan’s family alleged
the attackers were from the
family of awoman the stu-
dentwasinarelationship
with. Police said they have
identified some assailants
and aretryingto arrest them.
His family members and
relatives staged a protest
outside the woman’s home.
ENS

Two held for sexually
assaulting woman at
knifepoint in Kochi

Press Trust of India
Kochi, May 8

TWO PERSONS have been ar-
rested for allegedly sexually as-
saultinga woman at knifepoint
near Ernakulam railway sta-
tion, police said on Friday. A
third person, the prime ac-
cused, is on the run, the police
said.

The arrested men have been
identified as Danish (26), a
native of Varkala in Thiruvan-
anthapuram district, and
Rahul (39), anative of Paravoor
in Kollam district.

Police officers said they
were searching for the prime
accused, Sanjay, a native of
Aroor in Alappuzha district.

According to the police, the
incident occurred on the night
of May 5 when the victim was
chattingwith her friend outside

| aclosed hotel near Ernakulam

boasting over 4,500 varieties.
They have cataloged over 2,000
varieties of roses, supplied
many of them to the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan Gardens and cre-
ated green spaces for the Indian
Railways.

TP Singh's son and 15th Fi-
nance Commission chairman
and ex-MP N K Singh said: “As
I commemorate my father on
his birthday (May 9), KSG Son
honouring my father through a
rose is to honour more than an
administrator and policy-
maker. It is also to remember a
man who rose from modest be-
ginnings to great national re-
sponsibility. ‘Tribhuvan’ is
therefore not merely anew rose
variety, but a living remem-
brance of a public servant of
distinction and a rosarian of
great refinement.”

Recalling his father’s
passion for gardening, Singh

Junction.

Officials said the accused
approached them, attacked the
victim's friend and allegedly
threatened the woman with a
knife before sexually assaulting
her.

The woman managed to es-
cape from the spot and ap-
proached a nearby shop for
help.

Police were informed and
they immediately shifted the
woman to the police station.

Officials said the accused
were inebriated at the time of
theincidentand went into hid-
ing soon after the attack.

Police registered a case on
May 6 on charges of rape, dis-
robing a woman, criminal in-
timidation and robbery.

The two accused, who were
later arrested in the city, were
produced before a court and re-
manded in judicial custody.

said: “His interest in roses grad-
ually deepened into the work of
a serious rosarian. At our fam-
ily’s Sheikhpura residence in
Patna, he maintained aremark-
able garden with more than two
thousand rose plants, each
carefully labelled with its pedi-
gree and characteristics. This
was not the casual enthusiasm
of a hobbyist. It reflected pa-
tience, study and sustained
care.”

He said his father would
personally take visitors through
the garden, explaining the var-
ieties, their biology and their
genetic significance.

“Itistherefore especially ap-
propriate that ‘Tribhuvan’
should be associated with
Patna. Patna was not merely a
place where he lived and
served. It was where his passion
for roses found its fullest ex-
pression,” said Singh.
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Himachal board
recalls book after
faulty translation
of districts names

Express News Service
Shimla, May 8

A TEXTBOOK for students of
Class 6 in state-run schools of
Himachal Pradesh identified
Kinnaur district as “trans-
gender” and Mandi as “mar-
ket”, sparking a backlash from
parents and educationists forc-
ingitsrecall.

The Himachal Pradesh
Board of School Education
(HPBoSE) Friday ordered com-
plete withdrawal of the book —
Folk Culture of Himachal Pra-
desh & Yoga — and also de-
cided to distribute free of cost
the books that will be reprinted
after rectifying the errors.

The book in question is an
English version of the book
‘Himachal Pradesh Ki Lok San-
skriti Evam Yog’, introduced in
the curriculum from the 2026-
27 academic session.

HPBOSE chairman Dr Ra-
jesh Sharma said that the Board
introduced the English version
of book with the objective of
helping studentsimprove their
language skills while learning
about the state’s folk culture
and yoga traditions. Sharma
didn’t rule out the possibility
that Al or automated transla-
tion tools may have been used
for translating the text.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Semaglutide generics launch pushes
sales of GLP-1drugs by 75% in 1month

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, May 8

THE MARKET for diabetes and
anti-obesity GLP-1 medicines
has risen by over 75% in size
since the launch of generic ver-
sions of semaglutide over a
month ago, shows recently re-
leased pharmaceutical market
data.

Total semaglutide sales
have gone up from 25,000 units
in February to 1.7 lakh units in
April, driving the overall sales
of GLP-1 medicine.

The data shows 4.14 lakh
units of GLP-1injectables were
sold in India in April this year,
going up by 76% from 2.35 lakh
unitsin February. Thisincrease
was also captured in the data
for March — the generic ver-
sions of semaglutide became
available March 21 onwards, a
day after pharmaceutical giant
Novo Nordisklost its patent on
its blockbuster molecule —
when 2.66 lakh units of GLP-1
drugs were sold.

The data shows this in-
crease in market over the last
two months was driven by se-
maglutide. While other GLP-1
drugssuch astirzepatide and li-
raglutide saw some dip in sales
— dropping from 1.11akh units
inFebruary to 098 1akh unitsin
April —there was nearly seven-
fold increase in sales of sema-
glutide by volume.

An officer verifies the registration paper of an autorickshaw in
Thane. AMIT CHAKRAVARTY

Marathi proficiency
drive in Maharashtra:
Survey finds 15% of
auto drivers unable to
converse in language

Naresh S & Ishika Gupta
Mumbai, May 8

AROUND 15 per cent of autorick-
shaw driversinspected duringa
pilot drive to check Marathi
proficiency were found unable
to converse in the language,
even as transport authorities
confirmed to TheIndian Express
thatallinspected drivers carried
valid licences and badges.

The pilot was conducted in
the Mira-Bhayandar region be-
tween April 2and May 1, ahead
of the state-wide inspection
campaign that began on Maha-
rashtra Day. The area RTO has
around 11,730 registered auto-
rickshaws. Of the 3,760 drivers
checked, 587 could not demon-
strate functional knowledge of
Marathi, The Indian Express
haslearned.

The drive is now being used
asthebasis forthelarger exercise
across all 59 RTOs in Maharash-
tra, from May 1to August 15. On
completion, each RTO will sub-
mit its verification drive data to
the state transport department.

Transport Minister Pratap
Sarnaik, whose assembly con-
stituency partly covers the
Mira-Bhayandar region, said
the objective was not to
threaten drivers’ livelihoods.
“This drive was started as a
pilot project in Mira-Bhayandar
tounderstand the ground real-
ity. We found that several
drivers were unable to com-
municate in basic Marathi,
though many expressed will-
ingness to learn the language.
The objective of the exercise is
not to target anyone’s liveli-
hood, but to ensure that drivers
operating public transport in
Maharashtra are able to com-
municate with passengers and
comply with the existing rules,”
he told The Indian Express.

The state-wide drive follows
the Maharashtra government’s
decision to strictly implement
Rule 24 of the Maharashtra
Motor  Vehicles  Rules,
amended in 2019, which
requires public transport
drivers to possess working

knowledge of Marathi. This
rule specified that a metal
badge authorising a person to
drive a public service vehicle
will be issued only if the appli-
cant demonstrates adequate
knowledge oflocal routesin the
area of operation, along with a
working knowledge of Marathi
and at least one other com-
monly spoken language.

The initial announcement
on April 14 had indicated that
all licensed autorickshaw and
taxi driverswould need todem-
onstrate Marathi proficiency
from May 1. But following
strong objections from unions
over fearsthat drivers unable to
speak Marathi could lose per-
mits, the government softened
itsposition and clarified that no
punitive action would be taken
solely on the basis of Marathi
proficiency until August 15. The
current phase has been re-
stricted to spot verification,
document scrutiny and lan-
guage familiarisation, with ac-
tion being taken primarily
against illegally operating ve-
hicles and permit violations.

This is not the first time the
government hasattempted such
a drive. In February 2016, the
state transport commissioner is-
suedacirculardirectingRTOsto
assess Marathi proficiency while
granting permits. Following
petitions from unions, including
the Bhiwandi City Rickshaw-
Taxi Chalak Malak Sangathan,
the Bombay High Court ruled
that making Marathi proficiency
a mandatory condition for per-
mitswas “completelyillegal”. No
similar state-wide verification
drive hasbeen conducted since.

The state government has
also released a draft amend-
ment on Marathi proficiency
requirements for public feed-
back. The draft amendments
propose making functional
knowledge of Marathi manda-
tory for obtaining driving
licences for public service ve-
hicles, securing and renewing
permits for autorickshaws,
taxis and other transport ve-
hicles.

¢ INJECTABLE GLP-1MARKET

Sales (in Rs crore)
| Feb | March April |

Drugs

Tirzepatide | 135 | 14 | 121

Innovator

semaglutide 2
Generics | 1
semaglutide

Dulaglutide 5 | 5
Liraglutide | 3| 3

Volume (in units)

Feb March | April
' 92,000 | 77,000 | 83,000 |
25,000 | 23,000 | 32,000
0 40,000 |1,37,000
' 11,000 | 11,000 | 14,000 |
' 18,000 | 17,000 | 15,000 |

S:OURCE: PHARMARACK DATA

Both semaglutide and tirze-
patide — the two GLP-1 drugs
that have been approved for
treatment of obesity — belong
to a class of drugs called incre-
tin mimetics. They mimic the
action of the gut hormones
called incretins to improve se-
cretion of insulin, inhibit secre-
tion of glucagon that stimulates
glucose production in the liver
and also reduces appetite by
slowing down digestion.

While semaglutide usesjust
one target hormone GLP-1, tir-
zepatide uses another one
called GIP. Trials have shown
more weight loss on average
with tirzepatide as compared to
semaglutide.

Innovator’s demand

An increase was seen in the
sales of the innovator product

Parul Kulshrestha
Kota, May 8

IN THE courtyard of his one-
room home in Kota’s Crusher
Basti, a solemn Ravi Nayak
stands folding up a yellow-and-
red shamiana, meant for his 20-
year-old wife’s funeral. Having
just seen the last mourners out
of his rented accommodation,
the 21-year-old is taut with
anger, grief and exhaustion.

“My wife had anxiety, and
soon, she stopped passing
urine. Because of this, her body
swelled up and she couldn’t
open her eyes. The doctors put
a catheter through her neck,
which caused hertolosealotof
blood and die,” Ravi says.

Ravi Nayak’s wife Jyoti died
this week after sufferingkidney
failure at the New College
Medical Hospital in Rajasthan’s
Kota— one of two new mothers
who died after developing simi-
lar complications following C-
section deliveries on the same
day in the hospital’s gynaecol-
ogy ward. This came after the
women complained of discom-
fort, chest pain and an inability
to pass urine.

With one of the four new
mothers who fell ill still be-
lieved tobe critical, the hospital
is now scrambling for answers
— not only on what caused the
deaths but also how to prevent
more. Doctors say all six
women developed jaundice
and were unable to pass urine.

The hospital has put all four
mothers on dialysis and is now
awaiting the post mortem re-
ports. Meanwhile, the condi-
tion of the mothers means five

— increasing from 25,000 units
in February to 32,000 in April.
Butthe sales of generic versions
of semaglutide jumped from O
units in February, to 40,000
units in the last 10 days of
March, and 1.37 lakh units in
April, according to the data.

“People were waiting for the
drug and the price reduction
helped,” said Dr V Mohan,
Chairman, Dr. Mohan's Dia-
betes Specialities Centre.

Though the anti-obesity
GLP-1drugs by Novo Nordisk
and Eli Lilly entered the Indian
market only in 2025, just a year
before the expiry of Novo Nor-
disk’s patent, the generic ver-
sions have not cutinto the sales
of the innovator products. In-
stead, they have created their
own market.

The semaglutide market in

India is split evenly between
Novo Nordisk’s innovator mol-
ecule and the generic versions.
Both the innovator and the
generic molecules generated Rs
44 crore each in sales in the
month of April.

“The innovator molecules
have more or less managed to
retain their market, yet there
has been a significant growth
in the generic versions of the
drug. What this essentially
means is that the generic
drugs have expanded the mar-
ket instead of cutting into the
market for the innovator mol-
ecules,” said Sheetal Sapale,
vice president (commercial),
Pharmarack.

When it comes to generic
versions of semaglutide, Tor-
rent pharmaceuticals has
emerged as the leader, captur-
ing 38% of the market. This is
followed by Zydus with 10%
and Lupin with 9%. While this
market share reflects both in-
jectable and oral versions of the
drug, the trend remains similar
when it comestoinjectable ver-
sionsonly, with Torrentleading
with 28% of the market share.

The high share of total se-
maglutide by Torrent pharma-
ceutical isowing to the fact that
it is the only company to enter
the oral segment with its
brands Semalix and Sembolic.
Most of the other companies
stucktoinjectable semaglutide.

2 NEW MOTHERS DEAD, 1 CRITICAL

Inside Rajasthan’s second biggest
oovt facility, a search for answers

The 100-bed facility has over 800
doctors —including 600 residents —
and sees close to 450 deliveries a month

Kota Divisional Commissioner Anil Agarwal meets families of the
affected women. PARUL KULSHRESTHA

newborns are still in the hospi-
tal’s neonatal ICU since they
cannot be breastfed.

The second largest health-
care facility in Rajasthan after
Jaipur’s Sawai Man Singh Hos-
pital, Kota Government Medi-
cal Hospital has over 800 doc-
tors — including 600 resident
doctors — and caters to 5,000
patients in its Out Patient De-
partment each day.

“This is the first time in the
history of the hospital such
cases have been reported. No
doctor wants patients to suffer.
We did what we could to save
lives but are yet to identify the
cause of this problem,” Kota
New Medical College Hospital
Additional Principal R P Meena
tells The Indian Express.

“Jyoti’s platelet count was low,
which caused the incessant
bleeding. One woman, Dhanni
Bai, is still critical.”

But patients’ familiesblame
the hospital for negligence. “My
child is still in the hospital for
observation. We don’t want this
to happen to anyone else. I
want the strictest action against
those responsible,” he says.

According to Additional
Principal Dr Meena, the Kota
New Medical College Hospital
sees an average of 220 normal
deliveries and 225 caesareans a
month. With a capacity of 100
beds, the hospital caters to pa-
tients from districts such as
Kota, Bundi, Jhalawar, Baran,
Sawai Madhopur and even the
neighbouring state of Madhya

Changing trends

Eli Lilly’s Tirzepatide con-
tinuestobe the marketleader. A
slight dip in its sales was noted
inthe month of Marchwhenthe
generic versions were launched,
but it has almost recouped its
share. Tirzepatide salesworth Rs
135 crore were recorded in Feb-
ruary, droppingtoRs114 crorein
March, and again bouncingback
toRs 121 crorein April.

The semaglutide market, on
the other hand, has expanded
from Rs 48 crore in February to
Rs88crorein April. Amongthis,
the share of the innovator sema-
glutide products such as Ozem-
pic, Wegovy and Rybelsus has
gone down from Rs 48 crore in
February toRs 44 crore in April,
whereas the sales of the generic
versions of the drug has in-
creased from Oin FebruarytoRs
44 crore in April, according to
market insights provided by
Pharmarack.

“While the value of the mar-
ket is similar for the innovator
and generic products, the vol-
ume is much higher for the gen-
eric versions. The volume im-
pact of generics, along with
strongunit growth, indicatesin-
creased affordability along with
aggressive promotion expan-
ding the market,” said Sapale.

“This also shows that some
doctors are sticking to the inno-
vator molecules for patientswho
are able to afford it,” she added.

Pradesh.

Soon after the incident, the
Rajasthan government ordered
a team of four specialists from
Jaipur’s Sawai Man Singh
Medical College tobe rushed to
Kota. The team includes
specialists from anaesthesia,
medicine, obstetrics and
gynaecology, and nephrology.

According to sources in the
state’s medical department, the
government had planned to
airlift the patients in ICU but
has now put the plan on hold.
The medicines and injections
used for these women have
been banned in the state pend-
ing investigation.

Rajasthan Drug Controller
Ajay Phatak, whovisited the hos-
pital on the evening of May 7,
said his department had in-
spected the hospital and col-
lected 23 samples of medicines,
consumables and liquids. The
inspection lasted 12 hours —
from 10 am to 10 pm Thursday.

“Weneed toseeif other preg-
nant women who were given
similar medications experi-
enced any problems. Furtherac-
tionwill be taken after the test re-
portisreceived,” said Phatak.

But these words offer little
solace to the families of the
women. As Kota Divisional
Commissioner Anil Agarwal vi-
sits the hospital to meet the af-
fected, Sheela Bai, the mother-
in-law of Dhanni Bai, who is
still critical, greets him with
folded hands.

“Please do something, we're
frightened. She has two
daughters and now a newborn
boy. Who will look after them?”
she asks him, tears in her eyes.

NASHIK TCS CASE

Day after Nida Khan

arrest, police accuse
AIMIM corporator
of giving her shelter

Zeeshan Shaikh, Mohamed
Thaver & Vallabh Ozarkar
Mumbai, May 8

ADAY afterarresting Nida Khan
inthe Nashik TCS sexual harass-
ment and alleged religious con-
version case, the Nashik City po-
lice on Friday named All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) corporator from
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
Mateen Patel as an accused for
allegedly sheltering Khan while
shewasabscondingand hinder-
ing the legal process.

Nasik City Police Commis-
sioner Sandeep Karnik said,
“Naregaon (located in Sambhaji
Nagar) corporator Mateen Patel
has also been made an accused
in the case. We will investigate
and identify all who have har-
boured them and hindered the
legal process.”

He added that Patel was not
arrested, butanotice wasissued
to him, following which he was
allowed to go. Earlier, the pros-
ecution, while opposing Nida
Khan’s bail plea, had said that
she had played a role in the “re-
ligious conversion” of a victim
by giving her a burqa, religious
books, and installing religious
apps on her phone.

Absconding since April 10,
Khan was apprehended late
Thursday from a two-storey
bungalow in Chhatrapati Samb-
haji Nagar’s Naregaon area,
where she had been stayingwith
four relatives, through a joint
operation by the Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Nagar Police and Nas-
hik City Police.

Khan, who worked at TCS’s
BPO office in Nashik, is one of
eight accused named across
nine FIRs registered by the Nas-
hik City police between March
26 and April 3 in connection
with the alleged sexual harass-

ment and conversion case.
Seven others — Danish Sheikh,
ShafiShaikh, Asif Ansari, Tausif
Attar, Shahrukh Qureshi, Raza
Memon, and Ashwini Chainani
— have already been arrested.

Police said technical surveil-
lance helped trace Khan'’s loca-
tion, while her family main-
tained that they had exhausted
all legal options and were ex-
pecting her arrest.

“We were trying to avoid
her arrest for the primary rea-
son that we knew that sheisin-
nocent and secondarily she is
pregnant... We tried all legal
options and are now resigned
to how things go forward,” a
family member, requesting
anonymity, told The Indian
Express.

Police said Khan was found
alongwith her mother, auntand
two malerelatives at the bunga-
low located in the Kausar Park
locality. Local residents told re-
porters they had noticed move-
ment at the house over the past
fortnight and believed a family
had recently shifted there.

Khan is the only woman ac-
cused in the Nashik TCS case
andisnamed in FIR 156, the first
complaint registered after the
controversy surfaced. She faces
charges, including sexual har-
assment, hurtingreligious senti-
ments and offences under
multiple sections of the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

Meanwhile, Shiv Sena min-
ister Sanjay Shirsat Friday al-
leged that All India Majlis-e-It-
tehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)
leaders helped Khan evade ar-
restin the case thathe described
as “corporatejihad”

Addressing reporters after
the arrest, Shirsat targeted
former AIMIM MPImtiaz Jaleel
and demanded an inquiry
against him.

SC grants bail to Odisha
life term convict not
oncereleased for 22 yrs

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 8

GRANTING BAIL to a murder
convict who was sentenced to
lifeimprisonment but remained
incarcerated for22 years without
being released even once, the
Supreme Court on Thursday
termed “very disturbing” the
Odisha High Court rejecting his
appeal on grounds of delay.

Granting bail to Arjun Jani
alias Tuntun, a bench of Jus-
tices JB Pardiwala and Ujjal
Bhuyan said, “We are con-
vinced that we should release
the petitioner on bail in the pe-
culiar facts and circumstances
of this case.” The court asked
the petitioner to submit a per-
sonal bond of Rs 10,000 to the
jail superintendent.

The court also asked the
District Legal Services Author-
ity, Koraput, tohelp himin pre-
paring an appropriate repre-
sentation, seeking remission of
sentence in accordance with
the remission policy prevailing
at the time of the commission
of the offence or which is
beneficial to him.

The bench said, “We have
passed this order keeping in
mind the fact that the petitioner
is undergoing sentence past 22
yearsand hasnotbeen released
even once during this period...
His jail conduct has also been
found to be satisfactory.”

The petitioner was con-
victed in 2006 and sentenced to
life imprisonment in a 2004
murder case. He filed his bail
appeal after nine years, when
the High Court dismissed it on
grounds of delay in January
2016. Following that, Jani ap-
proached the Apex Court.

The SC said: “The High
Court, while declining to con-
done the delay, ought to have
considered the fact that the peti-
tioner was already undergoing
sentence past12years. The High
Court ought to have also con-
sidered that it was an appeal
through jail. This itself was suf-
ficient forthe High Court totake
apractical view or rather asym-
pathetic view of the matter and
atleast ought tohave condoned
the delay so asto give one oppor-
tunity to the petitioner to argue
his criminal appeal on merits.”

Kochi Muziris Blennale gets first forelgn curator — Kader Attia

VandanaKalra
New Delhi, May 8

IN A year when the Venice
Biennale is witnessing a strong
India presence, including its
National Pavilion, it seems only
fitting that the curator for the
next edition of the Kochi-Muzi-
ris Biennale (KBM) has been an-
nounced in the city of canals.

On May 8, Kochi-Muziris
Biennale president Jitish Kallat
announced that the event’s
seventh edition, which will
open in Kochi in December
2027, will be curated by French-
Algerian artist Kader Attia. He
will be the first international
curator of the biennale since it
began in 2012.

Kallat in a statement said:
“Kader Attia brings to the bien-
nale artistic depth, curatorial
openness and a strong peda-
gogicsensibility. The committee
was drawn to the poetic range
and generative potential of his
proposal, and to the flexible cu-
ratorial frameworkit offered for
bringing multiple artistic prac-

tices, histories, and publics into
meaningful relation in Kochi.
Attia had previously partici-
pated in the 2014 edition of the
KMB and welook forward tothe
ways in which his curatorial vi-
sion will take shape in Kochi.”
Attiawas selected by acom-
mittee chaired by Kallat and
comprising artists Shilpa Gupta
and Rirkrit Tiravanija, gallerist
Amrita Jhaveri, director of Khoj
and curator Pooja Sood, direc-
tor of BDL Museum Tasneem
Zakaria Mehta and managing
director of TNQ Technologies
and KBF trustee Mariam Ram.
At the 2014 edition of the
biennale, curated by Kallat,
Attiahad exhibited his work In-
dependence Disillusionment
that explored the complex leg-
acy of colonialism in the
Middle East and Africa. In De-
cember 2025, he also delivered
the inaugural Vivan Sundaram
Memorial Lecture in Kochi.
On his appointment as the
curator of the next edition of
KMB, Attia said, “Ever since I
visited Kochi for the first time,

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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Kader Attia with Jitish Kallat. HELENE DES RIEUX, 2027

I have dreamed of coming back
and building connections be-
tween the many intertwined in-
fluences that are at the core of
this culturally multi-layered
city. Iam thrilled to have the op-
portunity to bring this desire to
life on the scale of a biennial, to-
gether with the fantastic team
of the KMB, for its seventh edi-
tion. Dreams repair us, like art...
and the biennale, as well as Ke-
rala, will give usthe space-time

toreclaim our sovereignty over
our dreams."

One of India's most prestig-
iousartevents, the sixth edition
of the biennale, curated by art-
ist Nikhil Chopra and his team
HH Art Spaces, concluded in
March 2026. In January, this
year, its co-founder Bose Krish-
namachari resigned from the
posts of president of KMB and
member of the Board of
Trustees of Kochi Biennale

Foundation (KBF).

Attia's work is currently
showing at the Venice Bien-
nale.

The 1970 France-born artist
and curator is best known for
exploring themes of colonial-
ism, memory, identity, migra-
tion and the conceptual and
material practice of repair —
“how the act of mending reveals
asmuch asitconceals”. Winner
of prestigious awards such as
the Joan Mir¢ Prize (2017), Prix
Marcel Duchamp (2016), Cairo
Biennale Prize (2009) and
Abraaj Capital Art Prize (2009),
he was also curator of the 12th
Berlin Biennale (2022), and his
works are in the collections of
Sharjah Art Foundation; Centre
Georges Pompidou, Paris; Tate
Gallery, London; Museum of
Modern Art, New York and So-
lomon R Guggenheim Mu-
seum, New York, amongothers.

Dr Venu V, chairperson of
the KBF, stated in arelease, “The
sixth edition of the KMB was re-
markable in many ways. It reaf-
firmed thebiennale’srole asa vi-

brant space for dialogue, im-
agination and inclusiveness.
The announcement of the new
curator, Kader Attia, marks the
beginning of a fresh artisticjour-
ney — one that will continue to
challenge, inspire, and connect
global voices with our local real-
ities. We are committed to build-
ing on this legacy with new
ideas, deeper engagements, and
bold artistic explorations, while
remaining rooted in Kochi’s
unique cultural fabric.”

Receiving support from the
Government of Kerala besides
arts councils, embassies, phil-
anthropists and corporate
sponsors, among others, the
previous editions of the bien-
nale have been curated by art-
ists such as Kallat (2014-2015),
Sudarshan Shetty (2016-17),
Anita Dube (2018-19) and Shu-
bigi Rao (2022-23). Its first edi-
tion in 2012 was curated by its
co-founders Riyas Komu and
Krishnamachari, who had in-
itiallyideated the event in 2010
with the then culture minister
of Kerala, M A Baby.
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HC’S CIRCUIT BENCH AT PORT BLAIR TO HEAR PLEAS
Great Nicobar project: Calcutta

HC bench agrees to hear PILs
against forest rights clearance

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, May 8

THE CALCUTTA High Court’s
circuit bench at Port Blair has
agreed to hear three publicinter-
est litigations by retired bureau-
crat Meena Guptawho haschal-
lenged the key clearances and
approvals to the Great Nicobar
project. One of the PILs by
Gupta, whowasaUniongovern-
ment Secretary, challenges the
validity of proceedings held
under the Forest Rights Act-
2006.

The Centre and the Anda-
man and Nicobar Island admin-
istration had raised preliminary
objections regarding maintain-
ability of these petitions on
grounds that Gupta was not a
resident of Andaman and Nico-
bar islands and was not auth-
orised by local tribes to file the
petitions.

A circuit bench headed by
the Chief Justice of the Calcutta
HC Justice Sujoy Paul and com-
prising Justice Partha Sarathi
Sen overruled the objections in
an order on Wednesday which
was made public on Friday, and
said that there “isnothumbrule
regarding the aspect of locus
standi”.

Additional Solicitor General
Ashok Chakraborty had argued
that Gupta had not been auth-
orised by any tribal persontofile
the petition and that no cause of
action had arisen for the peti-

Suvendu aide
murder: Police
recover second
two-wheeler
usedincrime

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, May 7

INVESTIGATORSRECOVERED
the second motorcycle allegedly
used in the murder of Chandra-
nath Rath, the personal assis-
tant of chief minister-elect Su-
vendu Adhikari, on Friday.

The motorcycle was seized
near Rail Gate No. 11 in Barasat,
around 6 km from the North 24
Parganas district’s Madhyam-
gram, where Nath was shotdead
on Wednesday night, an official
said.

A trail led investigators to
Burnpur in Paschim Bardha-
man, where the motorcycle was
officially registered to someone
by the name of Bibhas Kumar
Bhattacharya. However, police
reached a government quarter
only to find the “owner” simply
does not exist, the official said.

Accordingto the official, the
current resident, who has been
living there since 2014, has no
knowledge of the name, reveal-
ing that the killers either used a
fake number plate or success-
fully registered the vehicle using
a fictitious identity hinting at a
long-term planning by highly re-
sourceful facilitators.

Another motorcycle was
seized from near Gate No. 2.5 of
the Kolkata airport area on
Thursday. However, the police
found that the registration
number plate of that two-
wheeler was also fake.

The police had earlier seized
another car near the crime spot
in Madhyamgram. The number
plate attached to that four-
wheeler was found to be fake.
The original one belongs to a
person based in Siliguri, who
works in atea estate.

“The person in Siliguri had
posted an advertisement for the
sale of his car on a website. He
claimed to have received a call
from a prospective buyer based
in Uttar Pradesh. There could be
alink to UP,” an official said.

In UP, the team will “collect
technical and field-level evi-
dence”, hesaid, addingthat “the
police are following certainleads
outside the state aswell.”

Whatinitially appeared tobe
adaringhithasnow turnedinto
a textbook case of a high-level
contract killing, with a seven-
member Special Investigation
Team (SIT) pointing towards a
“conspiracy hatched several
weeks in advance”.

“The chilling efficiency of
the operation...suggeststhatthe
assailants were not just local
hoodlums but seasoned profes-
sional assassins wholeft behind
a trail of calculated deception,”
an official said. “It is a deep-
rooted conspiracy, with sophis-
ticated use of technology and lo-
gistics designed to vanish
without being caught.”

The bench found
thatthepetitioner
had sufficient
interestinthe
matters having spent
afewyearsonthe
islands, and as she
wasinvolvedinthe
drafting of a key Bill

tioner who was a permanent
resident of Hyderabad. It was
also argued that the mega pro-
jectwas of great national impor-
tance.

Gupta’s petition has chal-
lenged the validity of proceed-
ingsheld under the Forest Rights
Act, including resolution of
three Gram Sabhas in August
2022 on consenting diversion of
forest. The Gram Sabha meet-
ings and other procedures were
held for diversion 0f166.10 sq km
of which 121.87 sq km is pro-
tected forest and 8.88 sq km is
deemed forest.

Thebench found that Gupta
had sufficient interest in the
matters havingspentafewyears
ontheislands, and asshewasin-
volved in the drafting of the Bill
which ultimately took shape of
the FRA-2006. The court said the
population in Andaman and
Nicobar Islands comprises very
vulnerable tribal groups having
little access to modernity. The

bench found that the PIL’s stood
the test of court procedures and
that Gupta was “espousing the
cause of the vulnerable tribal
community”.

Onthe Centre’sargument re-
gardingthe costand importance
of the project, the bench said it
was “notentering into the metrits
ofthe case”.

“Aprojectinvolving huge ex-
penditure must proceed in ac-
cordance with governing laws
holding the field and it is not
beyond the scope of judicial re-
view on permissible par-
ameters,” the court’s order
stated. The Rs 81,000-crore pro-
ject will involve construction of
atransshipment container pott,
anintegrated township, agreen-
field civilian-military use air-
port, and a solar and gas power
plant. The petitioner alleged
that the constitution of the sub-
divisional-level committee for
Nicobar district was violative of
the Forest Rights Act. The court
also upheld maintainability of
two other PILs filed by Guptaon
the reduction of the buffer zone
of Galathea National Park and
Campbell Bay National Park,
and rejected objections on
grounds of re-litigation of issues.

It was argued that the Na-
tional Green Tribunal had al-
ready heard issues of ‘environ-
ment’. However, the HC bench
found thatthe NGT order related
to a different petitioner, in rela-
tion to a different subject.
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SCtreatsSCBA 2 Indian crew members aboard ship at centre
of hantavirus outbreak; both asymptomatic

resolutiononHC
judge sending
young lawyerto
custodyasPIL

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 8

THE SUPREME Court on Fri-
day registered a case treating a
resolution passed by the Su-
preme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) as a PIL after the bar
body expressed concern over
an Andhra Pradesh High Court
judge reportedly sending a
young advocate to 24-hour
judicial custody for a procedu-
ral lapse.

Accordingtothe apex court
website, the case has been ten-
tatively listed for hearing May
15.

On May 6, the bar body,
while expressing shock at the
high court order, urged Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant to
take cognisance of the incident.

The SCBA resolution, issued
through its president Vikas
Singh, underlined that judicial
strength is best demonstrated
through patience, rather
than fear, especially when
dealing with young advocates
who are still learning the
profession.

It had said, “The SCBA ex-
presses its deep concern and
shock at the reported incident
dated May 5, 2026, before the
High Court of Andhra Pradesh,
wherein a young advocate was
allegedly directed to be taken
into judicial custody for 24
hours during court proceedings
before Justice Tarlada Rajasek-
harRao.”
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AN AUTONOMOUS INSTITUTE UNDER DAE,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

PROGRAM DETAILS

ADMISSION TO MASTERS PROGRAM IN MEDICAL
AND RADIOLOGICAL PHYSICS

The National Institute of Science Education and Research (NISER) Bhubaneswar, invites applications
from interested candidates for the M. Sc. program in Medical and Radiological Physics at the Centre for
Medical and Radiation Physics, NISER, Odisha, India.

Degree awarding institute
Duration of the course

Homi Bhabha National Institute, Mumbai and NISER 2 years
Master’s program and 1-year mandatory internship.

Total No. of seats

110

Minimum qualification and
selection

@ First Class B.Sc. in Physics with Mathematics as an ancillary
subject. (OR) First-Class B.Sc. degree (> 60% marks or > 6.5
CGPA) with Physics as a major and Mathematics as an ancillary
subject, and must have completed at least five of the following
Mechanics,
Thermodynamics, Optics, Electronics, Solid State Physics, and

The shortlisting will be based on JAM 2026/JEST 2026 marks,
followed by an interview for selection.

Physics courses:

Nuclear Physics.

A valid JAM 2026 / JEST 2026 scorecard.
Age Criteria: The candidate must have attained the minimum age
of 20 years as of 31st July 2026.

Electricity and Magnetism,

Fellowship

guidelines

Rs. 16,000/- p.m. + HRA and mentorship grant as per DAE rules,

during master's program.

'All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Bhubaneswar, Acharya
Internship hospitals as per the Harihara Post Graduate Institute of Cancer, Cuttack and Tata
Memorial Centre. Internship will be offered only to students who
have a CGPA of 6 or greater in the course.

HOW TO APPLY

IMPORTANT DATES

More details about the program are available at: https://www.niser.ac.in/cmrp/

See the announcements section of the NISER website
https://www.niser.ac.in/ or scan the QR code.

Last date of online application

[15th May 2026

Date of interview

30th June 3rd July 2026

Announcement of the final selection list

6th July 2026

Email: cmrp@niser.ac.in

ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE
Centre for Medical and Radiation Physics, NISER, Jatni-752050, Odisha, India

CBC 48158/11/0002/2627

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 8

At least two Indians are crew
members on-board the MV
Hondius cruise ship, which is at
the centre of the current hantavi-
rus outbreak. “Both individuals
are presently asymptomaticand
are under observation in accord-
ance with established interna-
tional health protocols,” said
sources from the Union health
ministry.

In case they do develop
symptoms, they will have to re-
main in isolation longer, the
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The cruise shipis anchored in
Cape Verde. ap

sources added.
Keeping in mind the situ-
ation, a high-level meeting was

conducted on Friday with offi-
cials from Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme and
the National Focal Point for In-
ternational Health Regulations
— the body that communicates
with the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) insituations of pub-
lic health emergency - in atten-
dance. The officials assessed the
situation and reviewed pre-
paredness measures. Sources
said that the health ministry is
closely monitoring the situation
on-board the cruise ship.
According to the informa-
tion available from the WHO,

shared by health ministry offi-
cials in the meeting, there are
eight probable cases of the infec-
tion on the vessel. Of these, five
have been confirmed with lab-
oratory tests. Three deaths have
been reported so far. The WHO
was notified about the incident
in the first week of this month.
A health ministry official
said that as per the WHO, the
virus involved is the Andes
strain, which isknown to haveli-
mited capability of human-to-
human transmission and gen-
erally requires close and
prolonged contact for spread.
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NATIONAL HIGHWAYS AND INFRASTRUCTURE #
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of India Undertaking - Ministry of Road Transport & Highways)
1st & 2nd Floor, Tower-A, World Trade Centre, Nauroji Nagar, New Delhi - 110029

BHARATMALA

Felohl: 1D FRELFERTY

A.

Website: www.nhidcl.com,

RECRUITMENT NOTICE NO. 05/2026

NHIDCL. Invites ONLINE applications from eligible candidates for the following Posts In E2 Grade (IDA pattern) in
Technical Cadre on Direct Recruitment basis;

['S. |
No.

Name of Post
& Pay Scale

1 | Deputy Manager
( Technical),
Pay Scale:
50,000 -
X1,60,000
(IDA Pattern)

IMPORTANT DATES

® Opening date of Online Application: 09.05.2026 (1000 Hrs.)
® C(Closing date of online application : 08.06.2026 (1700 Hrs.)
® C(Crucial date for determination of upper age limit shall be the closing date prescribed for the receipt of

Online application

e C(Candidates are advised to regularly check the NHIDCL website for updates/addendum/ abatement/
corrigendum/notices etc..

How to Apply: Interested candidates are requested to visit company website at www.nhidcl.com (Recruitment

Portal) for submission of online Application.

For detailed advertisement including eligibility criteria, selection procedure, placements, reservations, age

relaxations, job responsibilities, general instructions and other relevant details etc, visit www.nhidcl.com or

refer to the full & detailed Advertisement published in Employment News dated 9th May, 2026.

CBC-37112/11/0002/2627

SHRI VISHWAKARMA SKILL UNIVERSITY

SVsSU

Email: recruit.techl @nhidcl.com

(1) Deaf and Hard of Hearing- Cat (b) and of
(i1) Locomotor disability [one Leg (OL)],

Number of Upper o (I%Ess.enti;ll )
Aoe Limit ualification & (II
Posts g Eligibility Criteria
UR | SC | ST [ OBC | EWS | Total Not (1) Degree in Civil
exceeding Engineering from any
36 13 06 22 08 85 34 Vears recognized
*Two (02) post out of 85 posts are (ason |University/Institute;

and

(i) Must have qualified

GATE (Civil Engineering)
any of the year,

2024/2025/2026) and obtain

a valld GATE score.

horizontally reserved for PwBD as under |closing date

application) . .

leprosy cured, dwarfism and acid attack
victims-Cat (¢)

o la]
GM (Recruitment) E]%

Flru.: Skill University of India, setup by Govt. of Haryana

v Village Dudhola, Distt. Palwal (Haryana) 121102
1- Plot No. 147, Sector 44, Gurugram (Haryana) 122003

ADM!E:E:IGh MGT[E.EE_: AC&DEMIC SESSION 2026-27

i: hitps:ladmission. svau.ac.in

SVSU follows an innovative Dual El:lucauun Model that cumhinns academic learning with industry training. Each programme is
supported by at least one industry partner and is carefully aligned with current industry needs to ensure enhanced employability,
practical exposure, and skill-oriented education. This model ensures strong placemeant opportunitias with leading companies.

-

{ B.Tech. Computer Engineering*

B.Tech. Computer Science & Engineering (Al & ML)"

B.Tech. Cyber Security”

B.Tech. Electrical Enginearing*®

B.Tech. Electronics Engineering (VLSI Design and Technology)*

B.Tech. Mechanical & Smart Manufacturing®

B.Tech. Mechanical Engineering”®

B.Tech. Mechanical Engineering [for Working Professional)
\ B.Tech. Electrical Engineering (for Working Professional) |

Programmes ﬂﬁ‘ar&d at LIG Leval

Vocational Programmes
3 Dlptnm.n of Vecation (D.Voc.) Draughtsmanship (Clvil)
Diploma of Vocation (D.Voc.) Mechanical Manufacturing

Diploma of Vocation [D.Voc.) Office Managemant
_ Diploma of Vocation (D.Voc.) Horticulture

" Bachelor of Vocation (B .Voc.) Interior Dasign
Bachelor of Vocation (B.Voc.) Salar Technology
Bachelor of Vocation (B.Voc.) Mechatronics
Bachelor of Vocation (B.Voc.) Agriculture
Bachelor of Vocation (B.Voc.) Japanese Language

| BCA | BCA (Al & ML / Data Science) '|

Bachalor of Vocation (B.Voc.) German Language

B.Com. (Hon=J Hons. with Resesarch)

| Bachelor of Vocation (B.Voc.) French Language
Bachelor of Vocation (B.Voc.) Public Services

| BEA-BPM & Analytics [Hons./Hons. with Research)
BBA (Hons. /Hons. with Research)
BBA (Airlines & Airport Management)

Bachelor of Vocation (B.Voc.) Mechanical Engg.(Manf. Engg.)
Bachelor of Vocation (B.Voc.) Refrigeration & Air Conditioning
Bachelor of Vocation (B.Voc.) Robotics and Automation

| B.Sc. Graphics and Animation

|_B.Sc. Mathematics & Computing (Hons.}

(" Bachelor of Medical Laboratory Science (B.MLS)
Bachelor of Performing Arts (Music)

L™

r Programmes Offered at PG Level [ Other PG Programmes

' M.Tech. Robotics & Automation
M. Tech, Computer Scionce & Engineering

_I Masiar of Computar Applications I_H-L‘. A)

T ilnur of Medical Laboratory Sclence (M.MLS5)

B.Sc. Nursing®
B.S5c. Yoga & Spiritual Science
B.5c. Agricultura

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Bachelor of Hotel Managomant

Bacholor of Pharmacy (B.Pharm.)®
Bachelor of Physiotherapy (BPT)#

| UG Certificate in Food Production & Traditional Sweels

Bachalor of Vocation (B.Voc.) Printing & Packaging Technology,
X Bachelor of Vocation (B.Voc.) Management (Financial EnrﬂmL

| Master of Vocation (M.Voc.) Agriculture
| Master of Vocation [M.Voc.) Management (Banking & Finance)

~F Programmes Offered at Diploma Level §

Diploma in Civil Engineering”
Diploma In Mechanical Engineering*
Diplama In Electrical Engineering®

Diploma in Computer Science & Engineering”
Diploma in Pharmacy (D.Pharm}®

Diplama In Industrial Elactronics |

 Master of Business Administration (MBA)
Master of Business Administration (Business Analylics)

PG Diploma Semiconductor Davice Packaging
PG Diploma Public Policy

Ph.D. in Various Sitreams

| MLA. English

L

B 4 Programmes Offered

d from Gurugram Campus

B.Sc. Clinical Psychology

EBA iHnnl .rHunﬂ. whh Huunr:h‘p
BCA/BCA 1AI & ML / Data Science)

MBA ( for Working Professional)
M.Sc. Clinical Psychology

LLM

PG Diploma Alrport Operations Managemeant

Mote:

For B.Tech./B.Tech

(LEET)Y B.Pharma/Dip.Engg./Dip.Engg.(LEET) and D.Pharma. admissions, candidates are advised lo

visitwww hsles org.in / www techadmissionshry.gov.in

The University Information Brochure is available on the University website. The fee structure for the curment academic sassion IS
provided in the Information Brochure! Prospectus 2026-27.

Online application forms for admissions to all Programmes (Except B. Tech./B.Tech. (LEET) B.Pharm/Dip.Engg./Dip.Enagg.(LEET) and
D.Pharm. ) will be available from on Tth May 2026 on the University website https://admission.svsu.ac.in / www.svsu.ac.in.

The admission counselling schedule and merit ists will be published on the University website saparately. Applicants are advised to
visit the website reqularly for updates

Courses marked with * are approved by AICTE, while those marked with # are subject to approval from approving body.
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Shalini Langer

OU CAN’T pull the wool over

these sheep’s eyes, that’s for

sure. This adaptation of the

bestseller novel Three Bags

Full by author Leonie Swann,
about a flock of them solving the murder of
their shepherd, may sound meh. And cu-
tesy talking animals are often a blah.

However, it is surprising how meaty this
story, set in a quaint English village called
Denbrook, turns out to be in director Kyle
Balda and scriptwriter Craig Mazin’s hands,
with all the charms and notes of an Agatha
Christie mystery. Balda, incidentally, has
Minions and Despicable Me 3 in his port-
folio, while Mazin — surprise, surprise —
was a writer on Chernobyl and The Last of
Us. Follow the clues... as the best detective
novels advise.

And the sheep do the same. They have
a picture perfect (literally) life as the flock
of shepherd George (Jackman), who has
given all of them names and keeps them
well-fed and looked after with a medical
concoction he has himself devised. Every
evening, George gathers his sheep around
and tells them a night-time story, mostly a
murder mystery. The moment he has his
back turned, the sheep are discussing the
tale and who could be the killer among
themselves, making it clear that they
understand humans perfectly.

One morning, after a stormy night,
George is found dead. The bumbling local
cop, Tim (a delightful Braun, whom you
may know as Cousin Greg from Succession),
is the most rattled at the possibility of hav-
ingabloody mystery tosolve, in the sleepy
Denbrook where even local tourists don’t
stumble by.

However, still waters run deep, and no-
where do they run deeper than in villages
that are arranged around one church, one
inn, one cop, one butcher, and so on. Den-
brook’s staples are inn owner Beth (a disap-
pointingly underutilised Chou), Reverend
Hillcoate, Tim, butcher Ham and another
shepherd whom George’s sheep like but
not George too much, Caleb. Enter into the
mix George’s long-lost daughter Rebecca
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Social Drama

DUGDUG

B 8
DIRECTOR: Ritwik Pareek

CAST: Altaf Khan, Yogendra Singh Parmar,
Durga Lal Saini, Gaurav Soni

Alaka Sahani

WHILE IT is well established that truth is
stranger than fiction, once faith enters the
narrative and subsequently dominates it,
things can get curiouser and curiouset.
That’s how a trippy satirical tale set in Ra-
jasthan, titled Dug Dug, unfolds.

The film, directed and written by Ritwik
Pareek, follows the death of Thakur sa, who
diedinaroad accident while drunkdriving
atwo-wheeler with a pink seat. The moped,
which endsupin police custody and iseven
locked upin thejail, mysteriously keeps re-
turningtothe accident spot.Innotime, the
bike acquires divine status, with the power
to fulfill the wishes of those who pray to it
and offer a bottle of alcohol, one of Thakur
Sa’s favourite things. The accident site soon
becomes a roadside shrine, thronged by
devotees from far and wide.

The film’s premise might sound bizarre
butitis not far from reality. In Jodhpurislo-
cated Om Bannatemple, which is dedicated
to a 350cc Royal Enfield motorcycle. What
makes watching this film a fascinating ex-
perience is the whimsicality, wry humour
and touches of magical realism. Even as
blind faith drives people toworship the bike
with the garland and the roadside shrine
turns into a sprawling temple, the film’s
tone is neither judgy nor preachy. Though
designed asasocio-religioussatire, the film
does not attempt to bust the myth or ques-
tion the followers’ faith.

The well-crafted film, which opts for
pithy lines, especially in the first half, is a
visual delight despite being set in an arid
landscape. While the credit for it goes to cin-
ematographer Aditya Kumar, the smart use
of pink and blue — said to be favourite col-
oursof Thakur Sa—addstothe visual rich-
ness (the film is designed by Ranjit Singh).
What complements the visualsis the excel-
lent soundtrack, composed by the group
Salvage Audio Collective. Together, the vis-
uals and jazz-rock music add a vibrant
energy to the storytelling. However, despite
this, parts of the second half become tedi-
ous as scenes showing the growing popu-
larity of the shrine become repetitive.

Towards the end, an elderly cop who is
about toretire in aweek regrets that nothing
major happened during hislongstint there.
The incredulity surrounding the road acci-
dent death that led to the birth of a new
deity and a large number of followers does
not register in his mind. In India, where
many surreal occurrences become a part of
everyday life, Dug Dugtells the story of one
such ‘almost-true’ event.

(Gordon), his city slicker lawyer Lydia Har-
bottle (Thompson) and a failed, nosy jour-
nalist, Elliot (Galitzine).

The sheep arethere, listening and peep-
ing in, as Harbottle reads the will. Un-
known millions of dollars are discovered
and a “motive” is quickly established. Lily
(Louis-Dreyfus), one of George’s favourites
and the cleverest in the flock by far, leads
the “investigation”, ably supported by the
solemn Mopple (O’Dowd), and occa-
sionally the street-savvy loner Sebastian
(Cranston). They must lead the sheep
through doubts and several wrong turns,
with Hall as the sheep Cloud, among
others, perfectly delightful. Cloud’s aston-
ishment at the shape of a bracelet, “The

Shubhra Gupta

GRANDMA GETTING married?? Hawww.
Haaye, log kya kahenge? Society mein naak
katjayegi!

On this single line premise — what will
people say — rests the two-and-half-hour
shenanigans, in which Neetu Kapoor plays
the titular daadi, whose impending nup-
tials throw her family into a tizzy. Off they
rush, from Delhi to Shimla via Chandigarh,
where she lives in a lovely home, to stop
everythinginits tracks.

Daadi Ki Shaadi may boast modern
gadgets like iPads (a grandson discovers
daadi’s shocking status update on Facelook,
can’t say the correct name, haha) and UPI
payments, but traces its roots to the old-
style family dramaswhere asingle event —
the arrival of a bawarchi (Bawarchi, 1972),
or a new bahu’s straight-talking sister
(Khubsoorat, 1980), or the noble-hearted
stepson (Baghban,2003) —isused asa peg
to remind us of the joys of family ties and
how blood is always thicker than water.

No problem in the idea. Anything with
the still ebullient Neetu Kapoor in the lead
should, by rights, sing. And Kapil Sharma
has proved himself to be a competent
actor, being especially effective in Nandita
Das’s last directorial Zwigato; Sadia Kha-
teeb left a mark in John Abraham’s The
Diplomat too.

The ensemble cast is interesting, in-
cluding veteran R Sarathkumar as the
growly potential groom, Jitender Hooda
and Deepak Dutta as Neetu’s two sons, Te-
jaswini Kolhapure and Aditi Mittal astheir
wives respectively and real-life daughter
Riddhima Kapoor turning up, as a de-
manding-her-rights reel beti.

The execution is —there’s no other way
to putit — a drag. The reason, as always, is
in the weak writing and flat TV sitcom
treatment, in which scenes are created with
everyone lined up in the frame, waiting
their turn to speak, before exiting: case in
point, where the younger generation, Zs
and Alphas, show their greedy, selfish mil-
lennial parents the error of their ways and
claim that daadi, and her home, under at-
tack by her own offspring, is where their
heartslie.

It begins well enough, even if the like-

Murder, Sh

THE SHEEP
DETECTIVES

* %k
DIRECTOR: Kyle
Balda

CAST: Hugh Jackman,
Nicholas Braun, Molly
Gordon, Emma
Thompson, Hong
Chau

VOICES OF: Julia
Louis-Dreyfus, Patrick
Stewart, Bryan
Cranston, Regina Hall,
Chris O’Dowd,
Nicholas Galitzine

Thing With No End!”, is a joy to watch.

But, The Sheep Detectives is not going
for delight alone, though there is that. It
handles some particularly heavy topics, in-
cluding courage, death, the choice to forget
vsthe power to remember, and rejection of
the “other”. Like Lily, Sebastian (who has a
particularly heroic arc) and the gang, Tim’s
transformation is equally warm and un-
forced, evenifthe sheep have tonudge him
towards amystery novel to get his detective
juices flowing.

The Sheep Detectives is slow getting off
the ground and some of its lines are not
either funny or engaging when George is
having his heart-to-hearts, setting the stage
for his demise.

cep wrote

Don’t count sheep yet, though. Wait for
Braun, with his English accent, tapping
into the non-plussed quality he brought to
Greg’s role in Succession to entirely oppo-
site effect here. His long, gesticulating
fingers alone are an expression, en-
compassing his incredulity as to why the
same three sheep are always turning up
around him.

And then there is Dame Emma Thomp-
son. Has she ever turned her acerbic tongue
and sharp eyes onto someone and not
drawn blood? She swishes in on her expens-
ive carinto Denbrook and immediately lifts
The Sheep Detectives to another level.

Once the sheep have done their shep-
herding, thatis.

Till Melodrama Do Us Part

able Sharma looks much too old tobe a po-
tential life-partner of Khateeb’s character:
hard to swallow that they were in college
together, and are circling back to each
other nearly a decade later; easier to be-
lieve that she isn’t too happy with the
match, having set her eyes on a career and
alife abroad.

But there’s barely any one-on-one ro-
mantic track between Sharma and Kha-
teeb, with the film leaning heavily into its
conservative parivarik bones: their reluc-
tant pair is forgotten in the main act —
daadiand her shaadi, with R Sarathkumatr,
spiffily and gamely, doing what is needed.

More Swagger,
Little Substance

Shubhra Gupta

UDTA PUNJAB? Or viksit Punjab? The ques-
tion, the answer to which is a no-brainer,
runsthrough athread in this eight-part series
whichisa frustratingmix of the good and the
indifferent: when it sticks to its own voice
and it has one, it flies; when it goes all Bolly-
wood, it slides.

Iwatched the openingof Lukhhewith my
heartin my mouth, asI promise you, youwill
too. You know the outcome of the mad race
inthe night on empty Chandigarh roads be-
tween a pill- popping Lucky (Lakshvir Singh
Saran) with his bestie beside him, and a car
full of aggressive mundas and you want to
scream, slow down, be careful. It’sone of the
most Kinetic startsI've seen recently.

People high on substance rarely know
when to stop, and it’s only when something
drastic happens that a corrective is forced

| upon them: Lucky and his ‘recovery buddy’

LUKKHE

¥k 5

DIRECTOR: Himank Gaur

CAST: Lakshvir Saran, King, Palak Tiwari,
Raashii Khanna, Shivankit Singh Parihar,
Akarsh Khurana, Gitikka Ganju, Nakul Roshan
Sahdev, Kritika Bharadwaj, Yograj Singh,
Ayesha Raza, Pitobash

STREAMING ON: Prime Video

Sanober (Palak Tiwari) at a de-addiction
centre quickly form an alliance which comes
off natural and fresh, even if it feels too
sudden. Thisbond between the two, getting
knocked and shaped by their specific do-
mestic circumstances, forms the strongest
thing about the show, which, after the second
episode, starts feeling familiar: good cops
(Raashii Khanna as Gurbani) with sad back-
stories, drugs cooked up in hidden nooks
(named, aptly, Demon), rival rappers (King

DAADIKI
SHAADI

Ak
DIRECTOR:

Ashish R Mohan

CAST: Neetu Kapoor,

Kapil Sharma, R
Sarathkumar, Sadia
Khateeb, Tejaswini

Neetu, wearing lovely kani jackets and
looking like a treat in her stylish salt-and-
pepper balayage, stays consistently watch-
able, and that’s no surprise.

If only the rest of it had stayed on course,
this would have been a perfect summer
holiday family entertainer. But after alight-
hearted first half, in which the flaws are not
so glaring, it turns into a creaky melo-
drama, with lectures on old-age and lone-

*STREAMING WATCHLIST

Remarkably
Bright

Creatures

NETFLIX

AWIDOW whoworks ata
local aquarium findsjoy
again when she forms
unlikelybond with a
giant Pacific octopus and
awayward young man who comes to town in search of
family. Together, they uncover amystery that will lead
themtoalife-changing discovery. OliviaNewman’s
adaptation of the novel by Shelby Van Pelt, the film fea-
tures actor Sally Field, who plays Tova, with Lewis Pull-
man as the new-in-town Cameron.

Song Sung Blue

JIOHOTSTAR

THIS BIOGRAPHICAL musical drama written, pro-
duced, and directed by Craig Brewer, isbased on a
true story about two musicians who form a joyous
Neil Diamond tribute band. In 1988, Mike (Hugh
Jackman) and Claire (Kate Hudson) embark on per-
forming Neil Diamond songs together and later begin
aromantic relationship provingit’s never toolateto
find love and follow your dreams. Hudson was nomi-
nated for the Golden Globes and the Academy Award
for her performance.

Citadel Season 2

PRIMEVIDEO

THE HIGH-STAKES spy thriller follows Mason Kane
(Richard Madden), Nadia Sinh (Priyanka Chopra
Jonas), and Bernard Orlick (Stanley Tucci), elite oper-
atives of afallen agency destroyed by the powerful
syndicate, Manticore. As anew global threat emerges,
they reunite torecruit a fresh team of operatives and
take on a mission that could reshape humanity. The
new season also sees the return of Lesley Manville and
Ashleigh Cummings, alongside new additions includ-
ing Jack Reynor, Matt Berry, Lina El Arabi.

Little Amélie or the

Character of Rain
LIONSGATE PLAY

AMELIE IS alittle Belgian girl born in Japan. Thanks to
her friend Nishio-San, the world is full of adventures
and discoveries. But on the day of her third birthday, an

Kolhapure, Riddhima
Kapoor, Yograj Singh,
Jitender Hooda,
Deepak Dutta, Aditi

Mittal, Nikhat Khan ;
they be wimmen.

as MC Badnaam and Shivankit Singh Parihar
astheslit-eyed, much tattooed OG) and gun-
toting mobsters (Ayesha Raza).

Butwhat keeps the series afloat, despite
its predictable bits, are the performances
and the vivid cinematography, even if you
can tell what’s going to happen next. Lak-
shvir Saran, so good in Meel Patthar and
Paatal Lok, drives the show with his vul-
nerability and strength. Khannaissaddled
with a role which is a near-trope, despite
the add-onsthe script hands out to her but
she stays effective. Asdo King in his acting

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

liness and filial responsibilities. Sigh.
And just why can’t grandmas get

married? We'’re still controlling women

whichever age they reach, because, duh,

event changes the course of her life. Because for Amélie
everythingis at stake at her age, happiness as well as
tragedy. Adapted from the novel The Character of Rain
by Amelie Nothomb, the animated feature is directed

by Mailys Vallade and Liane-ChoHan. ALAKA SAHANI

debut, and his homies, Paddy (Kritika Bha-
radwaj) and Jazzy (Nakul Roshan Sahdev):
like the other supporting actors, these two
are given a chance to show their stuff and
this too adds to the show. What takes it
away is the addition of contract killers (Pi-
tobash) forced into being funnymen, con-
stantly-chomping corpulent cops (Akarsh
Khurana), foul-mouthed daddies and their
scared sons, who both like to declare, Iam
the man. Yes, the show also takes a shot at
talking about masculinity and same sex
love, but they become just one more el-

ement, especially the latter, which seems
to have been included almost as an after-
thought. The show does zero favoursto the
terrific Ayesha Raza, miscast as the fear-
some female Escobar: Dimple Kapadia got
there first in the 2023 Saas Bahu aur Fla-
mingo, with greater efficacy.

And, for ashow about rappers, it doesn’t
leave you with memorable tracks. Plus, just
where in neat, geometrically laid out Chan-
digarh is the painted house in which Bad-
naam lives? I never could shake off the feel-
ing thatitwasaset.
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Viaducts that fly over high-rises, 53 steel and river bridges, a 7-km undersea tunnel, and machines that can move mountains.
DHEERAJ MISHRA and photographer SANKHADEEP BANERJEE travelled along the 508-km bullet train route, from
Ahmedabad to Mumbai, to map the scale of one of India’s biggest infrastructure projects

TANDING 23 metres above the

ground, Anantha Guru, thesitein-

spector at an under-construction

viaduct of the Mumbai-Ahmeda-

bad High Speed Corridor in Vak-
tanavillage near Surat, discussesa “mystery”
with agroup of engineers. The material that
liessandwiched between the track slabs that
hold therails and the track bed has a “secret
ingredient” that allows trainstorunatblind-
ing speeds of 320 km per hour. Only the Ja-
panese know what it is, they say.

Guruwalks towards the Cement Asphalt
Mortar (CAM) injection car, a machine
brought from Japan that’s being used forthe
first time on Indian soil. Its task is precise.
Before therails can belaid on the track slab,
it creates a 40-100 mm cushioning layer of
mortar that absorbs the vibrations gener-
ated when trains run at such high speeds.

“With this machine, we inject CAM, a
mixture of nine ingredients such as ce-
ment, asphalt, polymer emulsion, sand,
water, and other materials. Three of the in-
gredients in CAM — cement, sand and
water — are available in India; the rest
comes from Japan,” Guru explains.

That’s the missing link. “They (Japa-
nese) mix somethinginto the asphaltemul-
sion. They have not told us what it is,” says
another engineer, adding that researchers
at IIT Kharagpur are now studying the ma-
terial to decodeit.

Almost a decade after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi laid the

where trains can go up to 160 kmph, barri-
cades are installed on either side of the
tracks. Here, in the case of the bullet train,
we are talking of speeds of 300 kmph and
upwards,” the officer said.

The under-construction viaduct at Sa-
barmati river, which leads to one of the ter-
minal points of the railway line, overlooks
three other bridges. The closest is an old rail-
way bridge, its tightly spaced piers (the col-
umns or pillars that support a viaduct) remi-
niscent of an earlier era of rail construction.

Vijay Behera, Deputy Chief Project
Manager at the site, said that before the
seven piers of the viaduct were built, engin-
eers had tobuild piles (deep foundations to
support heavy bridge loads) underwater.
“For every pier, we have to cast 16 piles
under the Sabarmati. This is one of the
most difficult projects I have ever worked
on. The bullet train itself will be light, but
since it will have to travel at such high
speeds, other dynamic forces such as air re-
sistance, vibrations, and centrifugal forces
will come into play. So the bridge has to be
really strong,” he says.

Afewkilometers from the Sabarmati vi-
aduct is a steel bridge being built over a
road bridge. The structure, 80 metreslong,
isone of 28 steel bridges planned along the
corridor. The bridge has seismic stoppers
installed at its piers to help it withstand
earthquakes. More than 36,000 bolts hold
the structure together.

While Japan moved di-

foundation stone for the o . rectly from metre gauge (a
bullet train project in Sep- Oyer 907% Of th eline narrow gauge in Japanese
tember 2017, the country’s willrunonviaducts, standard)to high-speed
high-speed dreams are fi- at heights of over networks, India took the
formofthesos kmaum. 20T makinga e
bai-Ahmedabad corridor.  J Oul.' ney l!i the bullet broad gauge (maximum

Thegovernmenthopes (FAIR AT idethr ough speeds of 160 kmph) that
to build seven other lines, theskies now form over 97% of the

spanning 4,000 km, at a

cost of Rs 16 lakh crore.

The Rs 1.98-1akh-crore Mumbai-Ahmeda-
bad line has Japan as its primary partnet.
As part of the initial deal signed in 2017,
Japan was to supply its famed Shin-
kansens. However, amid growing “uncer-
tainties”, sources said, India has already
started building its own bullet trains at a
BEML plant in Bengaluru.

After multiple delays, the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High Speed Rail corridor is ex-
pected to be operational by 2029. The first
of the stretches, the 48 km from Surat to
Bilimora, is scheduled to be completed by
August 2027.

Overthe Sabarmati

Overlooking the quiet flow of the Sabar-
matiisa480-metre-longviaduct (bridgeson
which elevated railway lines or roads run).
Over 90%, or 465.38 km, of the high-speed
network’s 508-km-long tracks will run on vi-
aducts such as these, at heights of over 20
metres from the ground, making a journey
in the bullet train a ride through the skies.

A senior officer of the National High
Speed Rail Corporation Limited (NHSRCL),
the government organisation responsible
for building and managing the high-speed
rail corridors, said that unlike in European
countries, the bullet train’stracks had tobe
elevated for safety reasons. “We could not
have run the bullet train on the surface.
People and animals cross the railway line.
Even on the railway’s broad gauge lines,

rail network. The next
step, high-speed, took
years to take off.

Inside a Surat slab factory

At a14-acre factory in Kim, Surat, Arjun
Yadav, asite worker from Uttar Pradesh, fixes
his digital depth caliper to one side of a 4.5-
tonne track slab to measure its thickness.
The track slab is the bed on which the high-
speed rails will rest. The machine reads 191
mm. Perfect, sohe marks “OK” onitssurface.

Even a minor variation would have
made it redundant. The factory was set up
in September 2023 to manufacture track
slabs, one of two such facilities in Gujarat,
for the Vapi-Vadodara stretch of the bullet
train. At peak capacity, the facility can cast
120 track slabs a day. The Vapi-Vadodara
stretch will need 96,000 trackslabs, of which
the Kim factory has supplied 36,000 so far.

Sanchit Garg, overall in-charge and
joint general manager of IRCON, said 16 en-
gineers had arrived from Japan totrain en-
gineers at the Kim facility.

It’s a partnership that’s evident at the
HSR Depot in Surat-Niyol, nearly 30 km
away. The depot is where the high-speed
coaches will come for routine inspections
once the project takes off.

Two engineers from Japan, Hokutu and
Nake Mura, are at the facility totrain Indian
engineersto operate awheellathe machine.

Hokutu, who has previously worked on
Joetsu Shinkansen, explains that the bullet
train’s steel wheels wear out from repeated

(Top) At Vikhroliin Mumbai, one of the many tunnels through which the Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed
line will pass; work on at the Ahmedabad station of the bullet train

508 km 198 lakhcr

Mumbai-Ahmedabad corridor = Estimated cost

Mumbai to Ahmedabad: Traveltime

BULLET VANDE BY BY
TRAIN BHARAT FLIGHT ROAD
Thour 5hour Thour 9 hours

58 minutes 40 minutes 30 minutes

SPECIAL TRACKS

The Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail Corridor adopts the
Japanese “J-slab” ballastless track system. It does not use loose
stones (ballast) like traditional railway tracks.

Instead, the rails are fixed on a solid concrete structure (slab),
similar to what Japan’s Shinkansen uses

Atypical J-slab track has four key layers/components:

Rail Fastners Rail Track Slab

Cement
Asphalt
Mortar

RC Trackbed

(8 Viaduct

e Length of high-speed networks (in km)

China | 50.000
Spain || 3,993
Japan . 3,147
France | 2,760
Germany I *(UNDER-CONSTRUCTION) 1,631
India* I (SOURCE: INTERNATIONAL UNION OF RAILWAYS) ~ 508*
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contact with the tracks at high speeds. The
wheel lathe machine restores the wheel’s
shape by shaving off a very thin outer layer
of metal, a process called reprofiling. “A
new wheel starts with a diameter of 860
mm. Every reprofiling makes it smaller, but
once it reaches 790 mm, the wheel can no
longer be used,” he says.

“The machine was originally designed
by the Germans, then the
Japanese learned from

shoe-shaped opening, will have a hood at
theentrance. “At high speeds, atrain enter-
ing a tunnel creates a powerful pressure
wave and generates aloud, explosive sound.
The entrance hood helps release this press-
ure gradually and reduce the noise,” he says.

Nearly 20 km from the tunnel, in Go-
wana village, Palghar district, a massive
launching gantry is at work, picking 980-
tonne girders, each 40 metres long, and
placing them into position. One after
another, these segments come together to
form the viaduct or bridge, the spine on
which the train will run.

Atthe centre of thisoperation isthe girder
transporter — a 400-tonne, 216-wheel car-
rier. It moves slowly, much like the Hunter-
Killer machines in the Terminator, but with
far gentler intent, as it carries girders from
the casting yard, 2 km away, and shifts them
to the launching gantry. The launching of a
single girder takes about an hout.

From his house in Gowana, a village of
around 6,000, Sachin Pardi can see the blue
launching gantry. “Mar jaayenge, lekin
kabhi iss train mein nahi baith paayenge
(We will die, but may never get to ride this
train). I have to be born again to sit in the
train,” smiles Pardi, a paddy farmer.

Work on the viaduct continues through
the night. With it, the hum of machinery
and a siren that goes out loud intermit-
tently before every new activity. “There is
alot of noise. It is very difficult for us to

sleep,” he says.

them. Now we are passing Wor. k.Ol’l theviaduct 21-kmt u.nnel in

the knowledge ontoIndia,” continues thr Ough Mumbai

he says. the night. Withit, At Shilphata in Mum-
Inthe making ofthe bul- the hum Of bai, t}?e tunnlel %assesfbe—

let train are technological . neath critical urban infra-

advances of the kind India machmery anda structure — two major

hasrarelywitnessedbefore. ~ SIFEN that goesout  waterpipelinesand a610-

Over a century after the intermittently mm gas pipeline.

British laid railway lines,

using hard labour to lay

thousands of kilometres of tracks, these
high-speed lines are being put together by
machines that tower over the landscape.

Enter Maharashtra

As the project enters Maharashtra, the
landscape changes. In Basantwadi village,
an Adivasi belt in Palghar district, the high-
speed line cuts through the foothills of the
Sahyadris. Tunnels replace viaducts and
engineering becomes more complex.

Around 26.22 km (5.16%) of the 508-km
high-speed line runs through tunnels. Of
this, 21 km is in Mumbai and includes
India’s first 7-km undersea tunnel that runs
beneath the Thane creek.

Engineers of L&T working at Tunnel
No. 6, a 380-metre-long mountain tunnel
at Basantwadi, say the geological composi-
tion of the area — young basalt rock, mixed
with layers of soil — makes excavation dif-
ficultand unpredictable. Work on the tun-
nel started in January 2025 and break-
through was achieved in 350 days.

“The maximum overburden — the
thickness of rock above the tunnel — isjust
20 meters. For nearly 250 meters of the
stretch, it dropsto less than 14 metres, mak-
ing the excavation very difficult. For the first
time, we have an automatic, real-time moni-
toringsystem that tellsusin advanceifthere
isany possibility of tunnel collapse,” he says.

Deen Dayal Mathuria, project director of
L&T at thesite, said the tunnel, with a horse-

The tunnel cuts

through the Parsik hills. In

some sections, the thickness of the rocks

above the tunnel was 160 metres, but else-

where, it would drop to as little as 20

metres. At one particularly sensitive point,

officials said, only 4 metres separated the
tunnel from the pipelines above.

“An error in excavating the tunnel could
have damaged these pipelines. Here, the
excavation had tobe carried out manually,”
says Krishan Singh, Deputy Chief Project
Manager at the site.

“For this 21-km tunnel, we mapped over
600 buildings overground to document
existing cracks. Before carrying out the
blasting, instruments such as crackmeters,
tiltmeters, and seismometers were installed
across nearly SO buildings. At most, there
was a slight vibration during the blasting
process, like what you feel standing on a
bridge,” said a senior NHSRCL engineer.

The project ends at Bandra Kurla Com-
plex (BKC), the only underground station of
the project. The worksite isagigantic cavern,
like a part of the earth has been gouged out.
Outside, the multi-storeyed buildings of the
business district seem diminished, resem-
blinga child’s LEGO set.

At Mumbai, India’s railway story comes
full circle. It was in Mumbai that the
country’s first passenger train ran between
Bori Bunder (present-day Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj Terminus) and Tannah (now
Thane) in 1853. The city will now host the
terminus of India’s first high-speed train.
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Why 2023 law to
appoint CEC came
about, the legal
challenge it faces

Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, May 8

THE SUPREME Court on Thursday described
Parliament’s decades-long delay in enacting a law for ap-
pointments to the Election Commission, until it was di-
rected todosoin 2023, as “tyranny of the elected”.

Abench of Justices Dipankar Datta and Satish Chandra
Sharmawas hearing challenges to the Chief Election Com-
missioner and Other Election Commissioners (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023.

Thislaw — introduced to address the legislative gap
— came under legal challenge in 2024 as it removed the
Chief Justice of India (CJI) from the selection panel for
Election Commissioners, replacing the CJIwith a Union
Cabinet minister appointed by the Prime Minister.

In fact, when Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah and Leader of Opposition Rahul Gan-
dhi metin February 2025 to appoint current CEC Gyanesh
Kumar, Gandhi gave a dissent note, asking the government
todefer appointments until the SC decided on the
petitions challenging the new appointment process.

How were Election Commissioners appointed?

Article 324(2) of the Constitution states that Election
Commissioners should be appointed in a manner “subject
to the provisions of any law made in that behalf by Parlia-
ment.” While the Election Commission (Conditions of Ser-
vice of Election Commissioners and Transaction of Busi-
ness) Act, 1991, regulated salaries, tenure and the panel’s
functioning, it did not cover appointments.

Inthe absence of such alaw, appointments remained
under the executive’sdomain. The Union Law Ministry
would prepare a panel, suggesting names to the PM, whose
recommendation would go to the President. Over time,
ECswere almost always drawn from the bureaucracy, and
the senior-most EC would usually become the CEC.

In 2022, petitioners argued before the Supreme Court
(Anoop Baranwalvs Union of India) that this left appoint-
mentsinthe hands of the government, compromising the
independence of the body tasked with conducting polls.

What changed with the SC’s Anoop Baranwal ruling?

Inits March 2023 ruling in Anoop Baranwal, the top
courtlaid down an interim process for appointing Election
Commissioners until Parliament enacted alaw.

It said the President will make poll panel appointments
onthe advice of athree-member panel comprising the
Prime Minister, Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition (orleader
oflargest Opposition party), and the Chief Justice of India.

The decision was rooted in the need to ensure that elec-
tions are conducted fairly, with an independent body to
insulate the democratic process from the executive. The
court made a “fervent appeal” to Parliament to strengthen
the Election Commission institutionally and financially.

What did the 2023 law on EC appointments say?

Afterthe Anoop Baranwal judgment, Parliament
enacted the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Elec-
tion Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service
and Term of Office) Actin 2023. The new law replaced the
CJIwith aUnion Cabinet minister nominated by the PM.
This gave the executive representation in all three seats of
the selection panel, with government ministersin two of
the three seats.

Further, the Act ensures that an appointment “shall not
beinvalid merely by reason of any vacancy in or any defect
inthe constitution of the Selection Committee.”
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‘Anti-incumbency alone
is alazy way to view polls’

EXPERT EXPLAINS

RAHUL VERMA

POLITICAL SCIENTIST AND FELLOW AT
CENTRE FOR POLICY RESEARCH, NEW DELHI

STATE AND national elections in India are
followed by frenetic political analyses aimed
atmakingsense of the verdicts. An oft-cited
reason for electoral loss is a feeling of “anti-
incumbency”, or the tendency among the
people to vote out the ruling party.

What exactly do analysts mean when
they attribute a loss to anti-incumbency,
and is holding power always a reliable indi-
cator of losing it? If so, why? Rahul Verma,
apolitical scientist and Fellow at New Delhi-
based think tank Centre for Policy Research,
spoke to Rishika Singh about the idea.

Why is anti-incumbency often
suggested as areason for an electoral
loss? Is there a counterargument?

The term gets thrown around without a
proper explanation of why there was asense
of anti-incumbency among voters. In some
ways, this has been a lazy explanation for
when governments are removed from
power. Unless the reasons for anti-incum-
bency are provided, aswell asthe scale of the
phenomenon, we can’t clearly knowitsrole.

For example, anti-incumbency could be
due to the leadership being unavailable to
the people or party workers, or the leaders
notbeing charismatic enough. Anti-incum-
bency may also arise because of policy fail-
ures. Sometimes, anti-incumbency senti-
ments could be about what a party and its
MLAs were doing on the ground. In that
case, it would mean that the anti-incum-
bency wasn’t against the leadership or pol-
icy, but againstlocalleaders or cadres being
more extractive and not helping the people.

So, citing “anti-incumbency” without
analysing its drivers is not the best way to
understand why a ruling party lost powetr.

Does incumbency always imply a

potentially poor poll performance?
In some countries, incumbency is ac-
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tually considered advantageous. Scholars
have shown that acquiring power results in
high chances of getting re-elected. Many
Western European democracies and Con-
gressmembersinthe USseehigh ratesof re-
election, perhaps thanks to name recogni-
tion, access to resources and other factors.

In the Indian case, incumbency has
been understood as disadvantageous, ac-
cording to the data. It means that once a
politician gets elected, the chances of re-
election are almost a coin toss — there is
only a 50/50 probability of getting re-
elected. Thereason, perhaps, isthatalarge
number of Indians depend on the state or
government for their well-being, which is
not the case in Western countries, where
markets have a greater say in people’slives.

One argument is that every additional
day in power increases the chances of more
people becoming dissatisfied with the ruling
party’s performance. This is known as the
idea of “cost of ruling”. So voters will turn
away if they find that the party in power does
not further their interests.

India also has a much more diverse and
heterogeneoussociety. Any party that forms
a social coalition to come to power likely
faces the difficult task of retaining its sup-
port. Many groups may make several de-
mands of the state, and it becomes difficult
for the party in power to fulfil them, pres-
enting a disadvantage going into elections.
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Assam CM Himanta
Biswa Sarma
celebrates NDA’s
third straight poll
victory in Assam. pTi

Incumbency
and
electability

Insome
countries,
incumbency is
considered
advantageous.
Many Western
democracies see
high rates of
re-election.

InIndia, data
has shown
incumbency
tobe
disadvantageous.

Why do some states see the same
parties govern for successive terms,
while others witness the opposite?
The tendency to re-elect varies state by
state,and Ithink it depends on alarge set of
factors —demography (meaningthe social
coalitions), political history (whether it’s a
two- or multi-party system) and how each
of these interacts to produce an outcome.
However, there is no one framework or
explanation for why voters in a state behave
thewaythey do. Anelectionisamacroevent,
and there are too many factors that might be
shapingit.Inthe case of Gujarat, the BJP has
beenin power for 25 years, butin, the neigh-
bouring Rajasthan, every election in the
same period saw power change hands.
Sometimes, election results may reflect
accumulated anti-incumbency sentiment,
which can be peculiar to a state. In the
TMC’s case, it was in power for 15 years and
before that, West Bengal saw 34 years of Left
rule before it was electorally diminished.
When it comes to the recent election re-
sults, I believe they show anti-incumbency
is not just against the government but also
against parties. Inboth the TMC and DMK’s
cases, we see a common thread of dynastic
politicsin terms of their youngleaders. Simi-
larly, the NDA’s third straight win in Assam
is not only about governance, but also a
function of the Congress weakening, aswell
astherecent delimitation of constituencies.

In India, anti-incumbency is often
used as a catch-all term to explain a
poll result. But the phenomenon, in
itself, doesn’tlead to electoral loss

How has anti-incumbency played out
inIndia? With BJP’s national rise since
2014, is anti-incumbency declining?

Between thefirst general elections 0f 1952
and 1967, the Congress was in power in most
states. This was a period of incumbency ad-
vantage, where the party kept getting re-
elected, butbetween 1967 and 1989, some re-
gional challengers arrived. The post-1989
period saw a high level of anti-incumbency.

Some parties then began adopting a
strategy, like the BJPin Gujarat, where they
replaced alarge number of sitting MLAS to
inject some freshness into the political
space. Parties began realising that a lot of
the voter unhappiness was with the local
party organisation. Replacements allowed
them to contest based on leadership popu-
larity and organisational muscle, rather
than relying on certain local candidates.

In the current period, I think there is
again close to a 50/50 probability of re-elec-
tion. Recently, incumbents lost power in
West Bengal, Kerala and Tamil Nadu, but
returned in Assam and Puducherry.

Taken together, this history shows that
anti-incumbency sentiments are not only
dependent on whether people are happy
with their government. It could be a func-
tion of which party was in power at the na-
tional level and what kind of influence it
exerted on the state politics.

In the early years, Congress govern-
ments Kept returning not because they
were very popular or doing everything
right, but because the Congress, as a party,
was quite powerful. It was organisationally
strong, it had resources at its disposal and
the Opposition was quite weak then.

Thereason that Congress governments
lost power over time is that many more
parties began competing for elections,
more groups began making demands from
the state, and more parties now repre-
sented some of those groups.

Overthelast10 years, BJP governments
have become much more likely to be re-
elected, with some regional parties losing
out. This time, three of the regional players
—the Leftin Kerala, DMK and TMC — lost
power. Going back a bit, the YSRCP lost
power in Andhra, the BJD lost power in
Odisha, and BRS lost power in Telangana.

Today, the BJP possibly has a nationwide
advantage. It exists alongside other factors,
including greater organisational and finan-
cial resources, and underscores the limits of
anti-incumbency as a theory initself.

The war in West Asia has hit the poor more than the rich
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AS THE conflict in West Asia continues to
strangle fuel and fertiliser supplies across
the world, pushing up prices and the cost
of living, a familiar question has resur-
faced: Who gets hurt the most?

Whether one talks about individuals or
families or whole economies, the short
answer isthat there is a stark difference be-
tween how such a crisis affects the haves
and the have-nots.

In other words, often such crises create
a K-shaped economy. This is a phenom-
enon where the economic divisions and in-
equalities widen with one (often small) seg-
ment of the economy tending to consume
heavily while another (often large) segment
struggles to even consume the staples.

A K-shaped economy

The war in Iran is already beginning to
reveal a K-shaped pattern. Economists at

the Federal Reserve Bank of New York re-
cently analysed the way US consumers
spent on fuel as pump prices started in-
creasing.

They found the following: “In March,
high-income households increased nom-
inal spending the most and kept real con-
sumption essentially unchanged, while
low-income households decreased real
consumption of gasoline but still saw
sharply increased nominal spending be-
cause of the rise in gas prices.”

The chart alongside shows what hap-
pened to consumer consumption in March,
compared to February. The poorest — US
consumers earning less than $40,000 a year
—spent13.33% more on fuel pricesbut this
“nominal” increase in spending does not
capture the “real” decline of almost 7% in
spending. In other words, while the poorest
spent 13% more money to buy fuel, they
ended up buying 7% less actual fuel.

The middle-income earners — those
earning between $40,000 to $125,000 a
year — spent 17% more on fuel but man-
aged tobuy 5% less actual fuel.

The richest consumers managed to in-
crease their spending by over 20% and thus
ensured that their actual consumption of
fuel barely changed.

eReturn of the ‘K-shaped’ economy

High-income US households increased spending in March
(from Feb) while maintaining consumption. Low-income
ones saw more spending despite cutting gas consumption.
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Why this research matters

These research results are based on a
sample of 2,00,000 consumers over just
one month but still they reveal something
familiar. “These divergences in the re-
sponse to an energy price shock are not
unique tothe month. Four years ago, energy

prices rose and remained elevated during
the spring and summer of 2022 when the
Russia-Ukraine war disrupted energy mar-
kets. The magnitude of the initial Russia-
Ukraine gasoline price shock was broadly
similar to the current one, but it lasted
longer to date and ramped up over time,”
say the authors, led by Rajashri Chakrabarti.

The broader point is: As oil prices stay
elevated, the poor will struggle to consume
the same amount even after spending more
while the rich will spend more to maintain
the same level of real consumption.

Only looking at nominal spending pat-
terns hides the deepening economic divide
that happens during such crises.

This economic divide was best captured
by the following quote (often attributed to
poet Damian Barr) that became popular
during the Covid-induced economic reces-
sionin 2020: “We are all in the same storm
but not in the same boat”.

Richer consumers in any country (and
by the same logic, richer countries, say,
Japan or South Korea) will be able to spend
more in order to take a smaller hit on their
actual consumption while the poor (and
poorer countries such as Bangladesh or
India) may end up being forced to consume
less even if they spend more.

® TAGORE'S 165TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

How the charkha came to embody Gandhi and Tagore’s deepest disagreements

Nikita Mohta
New Delhi, May 8

IN SEPTEMBER 1921, during Mahatma
Gandhi’s visit to Calcutta, Rabindranath Ta-
gore told him: “Poems I can spin, Gandhiji,
songs and plays I can spin, but of your
precious cotton what amessIwould make!”

Gandhi and Tagore shared an enduring
friendship that lasted from 1914-15 till the
latter’s death in 1941. But they also shared
profound disagreements about political,
social and economic matters.

And perhaps no object symbolised their
deepest philosophical differences more than
the charkha. Tagore recoiled from Gandhi’s
insistence that every true Indian must spin,
while Gandhi remained unwavering in his
belief that spinning carried deep moral and
symbolic significance. On Tagore’s 165th
birth anniversary Friday, we revisit the Gan-
dhi-Tagore debates on the spinning wheel.

Aninevitable conflict
Jawaharlal Nehru once observed: “No

two persons could probably differ so much
as Gandhiand Tagore.” The conflict between
them, despite a deep friendship rooted in
mutual respect, was probably inevitable.

The first signs appeared in 1915, when
Gandhi visited Shantiniketan after return-
ing from South Africa. They disagreed ona
range of topics — from nationalism to edu-
cation and politics.

The gap grew after the Amritsar Mass-
acre, when Gandhi initiated movements
such as Non-Cooperation. Tagore worried
these movements would lead to blind na-
tionalism. Instead, he renounced his
knighthood in protest.

By mid-1921, their disagreements were
being openly expressed through speeches,
essays and letters.

“They had differences on fundamental
philosophical questions, which led to dis-
putation about many political, social, and
economic matters,” wrote historian Sabya-
sachi Bhattacharya in his 1997 book The
Mahatma and The Poet: Letters and De-
bates between Gandhiand Tagore1915-1941.

Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi in 1940. wiIMEDIA COMMONS

The ‘cult’ of the charkha

In November 1924, Gandhi and other
Congressleaders resolved that all Congress
members must wear khadi while attending

political or Congress functions, and con-
tribute 2,000 yards of evenly spun yarn
every month. Gandhi believed this would
notonly make India self-reliant in clothing,
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but also morally transform Congress
workers themselves.

Tagore disagreed sharply. He dismissed
the directive as “censure in printer’s ink”
and responded with the essay The Cult of
the Charkha in The Modern Review.

The enthusiasm surrounding the
charkha, he argued, reflected Indians’ ten-
dency to submiit to the dictates of revered
figures, especially when those dictates ap-
peared to offer shortcuts to difficult na-
tional goals. As Gangeya Mukhetji notes in
Gandhiand Tagore: Politics, Truth and Con-
science (2016), Tagore feared that the natural
diversity of human temperament and
choice wasbeing “kneaded...intoalump of
uniformity”.

Tagore also believed the original purpose
of the charkha — enabling the poor to meet
abasicneed for clothing—wasbeingunder-
mined as spinning turned into ritual.

Tagore also rejected the idea that India
could isolate itself from the modern world.
Withdrawal from science and technology,
hebelieved, would impoverish the country.

Gandhi answered these criticisms in
The Poet and the Charkha in November
1925. “The fact isthat the Poet’s criticism is
apoeticlicence and he who takesit literally
is in danger of finding himself in an awk-
ward corner.” He also accused Tagore of in-
habiting an ivory tower: “If the Poet span
halfan hour daily, his poetry would gain in
richness. For it would then represent the
poor man’s wants and woes in a more forc-
ible manner than now.” For Gandhi, the
charkha cultivated dignity in physical
work, encouraged cooperation, and carried
economic and ethical significance.

Uneasy dissent

Tagore was not opposed to the charkha
as ameans of meeting a basic human need.
What troubled him was the excessive impor-
tance it had acquired in Gandhi’s political
and moral programme. Yet, Tagore ap-
proached this disagreement with reluc-
tance. He acknowledged: “It is extremely
distasteful to me to have to differ from Ma-
hatma Gandhi... my heart shrinks from it.”
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Skipper Shanto’s
century puts
Bangladesh ina
strong position

Najmul Shanto celebrates after
scoring his century. x/scB

Associated Press
Dhaka, May 8

CAPTAIN NAJMUL Hossain
Shanto's century put Bangla-
deshinastrong position onthe
opening day of the first cricket
Test against Pakistan on Friday.

Shanto made 101 off 130
balls, including 12 fours and
two sixes, to steer Bangladesh
to 301-4 at stumps.

Mominul Haque missed
out his ton after being dis-
missed on 91. Shanto and
Mominul combined for a 170-
run partnership for the third
wicket to steady the innings
after Bangladesh had slumped
to31-2in10.1overs.

Pakistan captain Shan
Masood won the toss and sent
Bangladesh into bat first, a
decision his pacers justified
with disciplined bowling.

Opener Mahmudul Hasan
Joy survived an early chance
on 6 but could not make it
count, edging behind off Sha-
heen Shah Afridi for 8.

Fellow opener Shadman
Islam also struggled against the
movement before edging to
first slip for 13.

Shanto and Mominul re-
sisted with resolute batting to
shift the momentum in Bang-
ladesh's favor. Shanto reached
his ninth century off 129 balls
by driving Abbas through
extra-cover foraboundary. The
hundred was also his fourth in
the last nine innings.

Abbas, however, struck
back on the next delivery to fi-
nally end the dominant part-
nership.

Mominul found support in
veteran Mushfiqur Rahim to
further drive the side, keeping
the Pakistan bowlers frustrated.
But left-arm spinner Noman
Ali's persistency paid off when
he had Mominul leg-before
with the batter nine runs away
from his 14th century.

"It's my fourth 60-plus
knockin arow that ended with-
out a century. It might be a
mental block, which I should
fix," Mominul said. "Shanto has
been superb and guided the in-
nings astutely. I think it's the
best knock of him ever I have
seen." Mushfiqur, who wasbat-
ting on 48, and Litton (4) took
Bangladesh past 300 runs, cap-
ping off a successful day. The
second testbeginson May 16in
Sylhet in eastern Bangladesh.
BRIEF SCORES: Bangladesh
301/4in 85 overs (Najmul
Hossain Shanto 101 not out,
Mominul Haq 91; Moham-
mad Abbas 1/51) v Pakistan
at Day1stumps

INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE

Kolkata’s spinners choke DC before
the Kiwi opener hits a 47-ball
hundred to help team move up

SYNOPSIS: DC batters
implode in a fifth succes-
sive home defeat as Finn
Allen’s century shows
hosts the way at Kotla.

Lalith Kalidas
New Delhi, May 8

THE MATHEMATICAL
equations could be marginally
alive. But the harsh bearings of
the recent batting slump have
staggered Delhi Capitals’season
before their eyes, in their own
backyard. The result was
another breezy chase for the visi-
tors. Worse, a marauding Finn
Allen even tore their vaunted
bowling attack to shreds with a
47-ball ton studded with 10 sixes.

Quiet choke

KLRahul had batted out the
full20 oversthelast time he was
on this strip. He walked back
unbeaten, on 152, the highest-
ever score by an Indian in the
league.

On Friday, Rahul hungback
and waited for theloose lengths
from the Kolkata Knight Riders
spinners until the slowness
began to jerk the bat in the
powerplay. Hard hands, a stiff
bottom grip and a forced slog
proved his early undoing,
slowly unravelling the now
familiar script. Even as Pathum
Nissanka implied positive tim-
ing, warping the bowlers with
his pick-up pulls and flicks, the
disintegration had quietly set
in. Caught between gears, the
top five receded within 11 overs
for a third successive innings,
underscoring a worrying pat-
tern as each batter outdid the

Not carrying

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 8

ROYAL CHALLENGERS Ben-
galuru captain Rajat Patidar
said his side is not carrying the
burden of being the defending
champions despite their nine-
run defeat to Lucknow Super
Giants in Lucknow on Thurs-
day.“We’re not playing as de-
fending champions this season.
We have an opportunity to be-
come champions once again,”
Patidar said after the match.
“Sowedon’t have any mind-
set that we have to defend. We
haveto play an attacking game,
and with an attacking mindset,
we have another opportunity to
become champions again this
year. So, as I think, defensive
mindset or defensive frame of
mind, we don’t have, that we
have to defend,” Patidar said.
“What we did was in 2025,
and this is a new season. So

Gukesh vs Sindarov
heats up in Poland

Mayank Chaudhary
New Delhi, May 8

CHESS IS often seen as a sport
of quiet calculation, where
emotion is expected to take a
backseat to cold logic. But there
is always room for a posture
and a few gestures carry as
much weight as the fist pump.
When world champion D Gu-
kesh defeated his challenger Ja-
vokhir Sindarov in a rapid
game at the Super Rapid and
Blitz tournament in Poland, his
celebration was far from subtle.

And for those watching
closely, it spoke volumes. It was
as if Gukesh was reminding
who holds the crown.

That was Day 2.

On Day 4, the Uzbek pro-
digy — the same one who has
taken the chess world by storm
with a World Cup triumph fol-
lowed by a Candidates victory
— struck back.

Sindarov had his revenge,
defeating Gukesh in the blitz
portion of the eventtoeventhe
score right away.

It was a day of extremes for
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D Gukesh lost to Javokhir
Sindarov in the blitzgame at the
Super Rapid & Blitz tournament.
LENNART OOTES/GCT

Gukesh. From nine rounds of
blitz, he walked away with just
four points through three wins,
two draws, and four losses.

Thestart couldn't have gone
much worse as he lost back-to-
back games at the hands of Ra-
doslaw Wojtaszek and Alireza
Firouzja. He finally steadied
himself with a draw against
Vladimir Fedoseev before
snatching his first victory of the
day against Wesley So.

oIPLtable

Teams|M (W L |[PTS |
'SRH (1 |7 4 |1 |
'PBKS |10 |6 3 |13
'RCB |10 |6 4 |12
RR 10 |6 4 [12
IGT |10 |6 4 |12
ICSK 10 '5 5 |10
KKR [10 [4 5 |9
DC M |4 7 |8
M (103 7 |6

SG |10 /3 7 |6

M: MATCH; W: WIN; L:LOSS; PTS: POINTS;

other with erring cross-batted
attempts.

AsSunil Narineambled into
bowl out his fourth in the 15th
over, Ashutosh Sharma re-
mained wounded on the back
foot. The stumps needed im-
mense guarding, when braver
teams in the upper half of the
standings have played with ut-
most abandon.

At 98 for five, inserted tobat
first on aslow pitch, thelast rec-
ognised batting pair without
squandering a batting Impact
Sub was in dogged survival
mode. Nine runshad trickled in
in the previous four overs.

The whiff of another full-
blown collapse had blanketed
the Kotla grounds. Ashutosh’s
partner, his skipper Axar Patel,
was reeling in his own crisis
within a crisis in repeat mode.
After six failures, the left-
hander was now scrounging for
arelease, the first free-flowing
knock of the season. Batting on
six off 16 deliveries, a revival
seemed a stretch in this form
and temper.
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Delhi Capitulate athome as
KKR’s Allen produces big hits

Finn Allen scored 100 runs off 47 balls to decimate the target of 143 runs. PRAVEEN KHANNA

Ashutosh hung in, dabbed
outdeliveries from the depth of
the crease even as Narine
scuttled one in sharply onto his
back pad. The attritional play-
book was anything but the fla-
vour of a freakishly high-scor-
ing season. On the devious
Delhi surface that had played
out in stark contrast to their
wishes, DC had little alternative
but to bat out time and the
tricky overs.

An opening came in the
form of alimping Varun Chaka-
ravarthy in the 16th over. Strug-
gling to see through the six de-
liveries, Chakaravarthy sprayed
balls into the slot to Ashutosh’s
liking. Three hard smitesto the
fence had restored confidence,
but Delhi still needed unrelent-
ing striking from both ends.
Axar had to connect. He had
played out 20 deliveries, hislon-
gest knock of the year.

He had to heave a dug-in
short ball now in the 18th over,
but a fine grab at deep mid-

Rajat Patidar led RCB is third on the points table. creimas ForBccl

we're trying to be as present as
possible for the team.”

RCB fell short by nine runs
while chasing in Lucknow de-
spite staying in the hunt totrack
the score down. Patidar, how-
ever, felt the game was decided
by fine margins.

“Tll start with Mitchell

Marsh. He did great batting on
thiswicket. The wicket was also
a good batting track, and the
way he started in the powerplay,
I think he put pressure on us,”
he said.

“Ithink the way we bowled,
the way we controlled the game,
just like in the game, I felt like

wicket had denied his first six of
the season. A sixth single-digit
dismissal in eight innings, the
captain’s distending struggles
had translated to the entire
Delhi scoresheet again. Even
Ashutosh’s innovative parries,
anupper-cutand reverse-ramp
for sixes at the death, could not
hoist the hosts to a fighting fin-
ish, closing at 142 for eight.

Raining sixes

While several parts have
fallen in place in their three re-
centwins, the opening pair was
still nagging KKR, who had
sifted through multiple pairs
before settling back on Finn
Allen and Rahane. The hard-
hitting Kiwi still had to putina
significant score after six indif-
ferent outings.

A comfortable chase in
hand, Allen jogged to his first
IPL half-century in 32 balls be-
fore unleashing an other-
worldly assault.

The third-wicket stand with

we were two shots behind with
just those runs. I think that was
the match.”

Patidar also praised Prince
Yadav, who returned figures of
3/33 and played a key role in
LSG’svictory.

“We played alot of domestic
matches with Prince in Delhi.
SoI'vebeenwatching himsince
the start,” Patidar said.

“Hehasalotof variations, he
has pace, the way he puts the
line, he has swing with the new
ball. Sooverall, he’s a proper fast
bowler. “Even today, he bowled
really well, especially the
slowersthat hetried.Ithink that
was a game-changing spell
from him.” RCB next take on
Mumbai Indians in Raipur.

Teamon samepage
With the win over RCB,
Lucknow Super Giants ended
their six-match losing streakin
the IPL this season. Havinglost

Cameron Green was a school-
ing for the Delhi batters, a
harder pounding on the poor
lengths from their spinners.
After scooping Mitchell Starc
for a six to reach his fifty, Allen
Kicked on the belligerent mode
that had lit up the Big Bash
League and the T20 World Cup
with centuries earlier this year.

Adevastating century, afirst
intheIPLinonlyseveninnings
since debut, was sealed within
the next 15 deliveries. Eight
sixes sped off Allen’s big blade
in this sequence.

As Kuldeep Yadav and Vi-

praj Nigam fed a diet of short
balls, Allen crammed them far
back into the mid-wicket and
long-off stands that suffered
from another dismal Delhi ca-
pitulation.
BRIEF SCORES: DC 142/8 in 20
overs (Nissanka 50, Ashutosh
39; Kartik 2/25, Anukul 2/31)
lost to KKR 147/2 in 14.2 overs
(Allen 100 not out, Green 33
not out) by 8 wkts

burde of defending champs: Patidar

six matches on the trot after
their win against the Kolkata
Knight Riders last month, the
Rishabh Pant-led side could
not find winning ways.

Skipper Pant shared how
the team was looking for the
win and how Thursday’s match
was a close-to-perfect game for
the team.

“Definitely, it was a good
game for us for sure. For the
whole team, the win meansalot
for us. Because we have been
tryingalot of things. Comingon
the same page, it meansalotto
us. Because we were looking for
this. It has been a tough season
but sometimes you have to go
through the grind. We were try-
ing to put up close to a perfect
game, where batting and bow-
ling come together. There has
been some good luck and some
badluck, but 'mreally happyto
have a win here,” Pant said in
the post-match presentation.

Seam, speed, swing;
LSG’s three of akind

N

Prince, Shami, and Mayank play different roles for LSG. creimMas

Sriram Veera
Mumbai, May 8

THREE BOWLERS. One
powerplay. The seam, the
speed, the swing — each doing
a different job, each doing it
well. LSG may not be winning,
The same can’t be said about
the pace pack.

Mohammed Shami took the
new ball in RCB's chase. The
ball angled in, straightened off
the deck; Bethell swung across
the line. Prince Yadav held the
catch at deep backward point.
In the second over, seam-up
again, Patidar beaten outside
off. "Jis din main bore ho
jaaunga - us din main cricket
chhod dunga," (I1will quit the
day I am bored).

Shami had said on Shub-
hankar Mishra’s YouTube
channel afew weeks before this
game. "Records uthakedekh li-
jiye. IPL mein bhi Indian
bowlers ke aaspaas ho koi —
phirbhilog kehte hain main
T20 kabowler nahi hoon." (You
can check the records - there
may not be many Indian
bowlers close to me, yet they
say I am not a T20 bowler).The
ball still does what he asks it to.
He hastaken four wicketsin the
first over across IPL 2026, more
than any other bowler.

Mayank’s fire

Then Mayank Yadav came
on in the third over. He is a dif-
ferent proposition - not the
seam and theline, but the pace
and the hop. He began at
150.1kph, skiddy on a length,
cutting off the pitch, Padikkal
cuttingand missing due tolack
of bounce. Then 145kph, short
oflength, Patidar trying to steer
and beaten by the edge.
147.6kph full, clipped away.

When the ball didn't kick up
as much as Mayank intended,
Patidarwasgood enough toreact
-137.2kph, banged short, pulling
it into the square leg fence with
onebounce. Butwhenitdidrise,
Patidar was hopping, unsure
where the ball was going, fend-
ing rather than punishing. That
iswhat Mayank does - he makes
the decision for you.

In his return spell in the
ninth over, Patidar solved him -
two sixes in consecutive balls, a
101-metre pull, then a swivel
pull off 145.6kph that brought
up his fifty. The ball hadn't
risen. The over went for 18. May-
ank knows this about himself.
The bounce is his instrument.
When the pitch takes it away, he
haslessto offer. He islearning.

Prince Yadav is learning
something different. Umesh
Yadav, watching from the com-
mentary box, pointed to what
had changed since last season.
The action. Last year, Prince's
hand was closing late, the ball
concealed longer, the left hand
staying low - it meant the ball
moved in, but rarely out. This
year, he has come closer to the
stumps, the wrist coming
through differently, and
suddenly got outswing. The
samerelease point, theball going
in or going out. Batters cannot
read which one is coming. Last
season: six matches, three
wickets. This season: seven
matches, thirteen already.

Irfan Pathan, breaking it
down on his YouTube channel,
saw it happen in real time. A
few days before this game,
Prince had said he wanted to
play the 50-over World Cup
with Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma — that it was his
dream. Days later, here was
Kohli at the crease. "Virat Kohli
ne jo pehli gend Kheli — solid
defence kiyatha. Unhesirfache
se Prince ko khelna tha. He
knew the talent of the bowler.”
(The first ball that Kohli played
- he defended solidly. All he
wanted was to play Prince well).

Kohli watchfully defended
the first ball. A slip was in. A
close view of the ball says
much. Just before release, the
seam is tilted towards first slip,
fingers cutting across it. The
middle finger lifts last off the
ball, that press tilting the seam
back into Kohli. The ball didn't
swing. It skidded. Off-stump
uprooted."Virat Kohli had set
himself up for the outswinger.
Hence, the bat was a touch out-
side, the head was outside, and
hence there was the bat-pad
gap," Irfan says. "The ball left
the hand differently, and did
something different after pitch-
ing. High-quality ball, one of
the best of the season."

"I was talking to Virat
bhaiya," Prince said afterwards,
"and he only told me-aslongas
it'smoving around off alength,
stick to that length." The man
he dismissed for a duck had
given him the blueprint. Three
wickets in the match. Shami
had one. Between them, May-
ank kept the pressure on even
when the boundary count rose.

Six consecutive defeats had-
n't dismantled this attack. If
anything, they were only now
finding their shape - the seam,
the speed, the swing, each
doingitsjob.

e TALES OF CHHATRAPATI SHIVAJI AND BAJIRAO PESHWA MOTIVATED HER

Anvi,inspired by warriors, becomes youngest Candidates master

Mayank Chaudhary
New Delhi, May 8

DEEPAK HINGE didn't tell his
nine-year-old daughter Anvi
that he was hoping for the im-
possible. When they boarded
the flight to Alicante, Spain last
month, he believed that the
Women's Candidates Masters
(WCM ) title for Anvi was still a
few flights away. Maybe a few
months, or even a few years.
The shared dream of making
her the youngest WCM player
feltjust that: a dream.

At the time, Anvi's Elo rat-
ing was hovering around the
early 1600s, nearly 200 points
below the threshold required
for the WCM title. Deepak's
judgment was based on real-
ism. He was already proud of
the progress his young
daughter had made in her still-
budding chess career and the
trip to Spain's southeastern
port city felt just like another
tournament for them.

But over the next nine days,
Anvi turned uncertainty into
triumph. Punching above her

| weight and her age, she played

some of her best chess, record-
ing six wins and amassing 6.5
points from nine rounds. That
performance earned her a stag-
gering 175 rating points, enough
to breach the 1800 ceiling.

The Indian finished joint-
fourth, the highest-rated In-
dian at the event, and cham-
pion in the women's category.
She had accomplished what no
girl her age had done before, to
become the world's youngest
WCM. Then she became the
world number one in the FIDE
Under-9 girls' category. And
right now, she is the only WCM
title-holderin her age category.
All of this, before her age gets
into double figures.

Impressive resume

Anvi's resume already looks
impressive. A former girls' state
champion in the Under-7 cat-
egory and abronze medallist at
the National Championships,
the girl from Pimpri-Chinch-
wad, near Pune, has accumu-
lated numerous accolades on
the world stage.

Shewonsilver inthe Under-
8 category at the 2025 FIDE

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

9-year-old Anvi Hinge won the WCM title in Spain . SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

World Cadet & Youth Rapid &
Blitz Chess Championships in
Greece. She was also a runner-
up in the same category at the
2025 Commonwealth Cham-
pionship in Malaysia.

But her breakthrough came
in Tajikistan, where she won
two gold and four silver medals
at the 2025 Western Asian
Youth Chess Championships,
helping India secure a total of
31 medals.

Anvi'sinterestin chesscame
from her older brother Aarush.
It was then that her father, a
software engineer, taught her
the basics of the game. When
shewas four and a half, she was
enrolled at alocal academy.

Having started her journey
at Tactical Moves Chess Acad-
emy in Pune, Anvi's rise soon
saw her move to a more formal
and serious set-up. Her current
trainers include Grandmaster

Praveen Thipsay and Siddhant
Gaikwad, a FIDE Master from
Pune.

Deepak says Chola Chess
Academy has helped Anvi grow
from strength to strength. A
brainchild of Dronacharya
Awardee RB Ramesh, it pro-
vides free in-person and virtual
coaching and mentorship to
some of the brightest chess tal-
ents in India. They have also
helped her bag another schol-
arship through which she gets
coached by top trainers four
times a week. Those include
grandmasters such as Kidambi
Sundararajan, Debashis Das
and Thej Kumar MS.

For Anvi, a short trip from
Pune to Mumbai changed her
life. Deepak says when they re-
ceived an invitation to watch a
round of the Global Chess
League and meet all the
players, something shifted
within Anvi.

“She got really inspired look-
ing at all these players, as they
are so humble and so approach-
able, and the way they were
treating others. Especially (D)
Gukesh. He is really nice. We

have met him a couple of times,
and the way he treats the kids s
very empathetic,” Deepak told
The Indian Express.

"After looking at all the
players, the likes of Gukesh and
Viswanathan Anand sir, the
whole atmosphere hit her.
From that, she got inspiration.
Since then, she talks about how
she also wants to become like
them.”

While Deepak describes him-
selfand his wife merely as facili-
tators of their daughter's needs
as long as her interest in the
game lasts, his role is far more
significantin Anvi's progress. He
reads 15 to 20 pages of a book to
Anvi every night without fail as
part of their bedtime routine.
The stories often come from the
lives of luminaries like Chhatra-
pati Shivaji, Bajirao Peshwa and
Maharani Tarabai Shinde.

For Deepak, it is not just
about helping his daughter
know her culture and history.
He says that subconsciously, he
tries toinstil the values of these
heroes in her. He wants his
daughter to navigate through
the difficulties of her own life.
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F1tohavemore
combustion,
less power
2027 onwards

Reuters
London, May 8

FORMULA ONE will reduce
the electric power element in
2027 after tweaks to the engine
regulations introduced at last
weekend's Miami Grand Prix
were deemed a success.

Team bosses, represen-
tatives of the power unit manu-
facturers and Formula One
management attended a vir-
tual meeting on Friday con-
vened by the governing FIA.

"Itwas agreed in principleto
introduce evolutionary
changes to the rules regarding
hardware components, mak-
ing competition safer, fairer
and more intuitive for drivers
and teams," a statement said.

The measures would see a
nominal increase in Internal
Combustion Engine (ICE)
power by approximately SOkW
with afuel flow increase in 2027
alongside a corresponding re-
duction of the Energy Recovery
System (ERS).

Thelatest hybrid power units
are now split roughly 50-50 be-
tween combustion power and
electric but the changes would
make that more like 60-40,
allowingfor moreflat-outracing
and less energy management.

Technical groups will have
further discussions before the
final package is decided and
voted on by manufacturers and
the FIA's World Motor Sport
Council. Sunday's race in
Miami provided plenty of ac-
tion and overtaking after the
first three rounds of the season
triggered debate on whether
theracing had become more ar-
tificial and also more danger-
ous in the new engine era.

Some drivers had com-
plained about havingto 'liftand
coast' into high-speed corners
so the combustion engine
could recharge the battery, and
aired safety concerns about
speed differentials during the
race.

Madrid fine Valverde, Tchoumeni

CALLS FOR BOYCOTT?

In disjointed sport, French
Opennotripe for revolution

Prize money dispute has led to calls of
player strike at Roland Garros but it’s
tough to materialise, make change

Namit Kumar
New Delhi, May 8

1973 WAStheyear Vijay Amritraj
notched his best-ever finish ata
Major, at a Wimbledon tourna-
ment that saw the Czech clay-
court savant, Jan Kodes,
triumph on grass. The historical
oddity took place as a result of a
large-scale boycott within the
men’sdraw; 81 players, including
12 of the 16 seeds, skipped the
tournament after the ATP, then
a mere players’ union, staged a
protest over aharsh banon their
No. I-ranked player Nikola Pilic.
Things went on as usual. Kodes
won an event that saw the sec-
ond-highest attendance up to
that date. Alongside Amritraj, a
17-year-old Bjorn Borg and a 20-
year-old Jimmy Connors made
the last eight of a Major for the
first time in their careers.

53 years later and tennis’s
stakeholder bodies - splintered
and protecting varied interests —
face the spectre of collective ac-
tion once again. World No. 1
Aryna Sabalenka feels the
players must boycott a Slam to
havetheirvoices heard; her male
counterpart, Jannik Sinnet, be-
lievesthe players are not getting
the respect they deserve.

But how real is the prospect
of a boycott, and would it even
work to service the players' de-
mands? What is the evidence
that points to a different out-
come than 1973?

Player demands

Calls for aboycott stem from
a list of demands made by the
players to the Grand Slam tour-

I naments that their share in the

total revenue from the Majors
should rise to 22 per cent, as op-
posed to an average of 16 per
cent through the four. The ire
was ignited as the French Open
announced their prize money
forthisyear’sedition, beginning
in May. Although the entire pool
increased by 9.5 per cent, it was
a big margin off from the
players’ demand.

It’s tough to suggest the
players don’t have a point. The
men’sand women’s champions
at Roland Garros will collect a
paycheck of roughly $3.3mil-
lion. Rory Mcllroy bagged $4.5
million from winning the
Masters—golf’s nearest equival-
ent to Wimbledon. That’s not
taking into account the healthy
prize money at the less flashy
golf tour events, and the better
distribution of the total pie.

Players boycotts have
loomed over Majors in the past.
Men’s players were demanding
30 per cent of tournament rev-
enuein2004 but failed to organ-
ise themselves. The women’s
field planned a strike in 2006
that never came to pass.

Struggle for unity

Tennis may be one of the
most popular commercialised
sports in the world, but the rea-
sons why its players are inad-
equately rewarded - those out-
sidethetop100 often struggle to
break even - stem from a series
of blockades.

Its governance causes a
major hindrance. Seven separ-
ate bodies are in charge of ad-
ministering and growing the
game: each of the four Slams op-
erating separately, the two

for training ground altercation

Associated Press
Madrid, May 8

REAL MADRID fined Federico
Valverde and Aurélien Tchoua-
méni half a million euros
($588,000) each on Friday for
their altercation during prac-
tice. The hefty fines came aday
after a tussle between the mid-
fielders during training. Val-
verde ended up in the hospital
with a head injury.

The incident led Madrid to
open disciplinary proceedings
against the players.

Valverde said in a post on
social media on Thursday that
no punches were thrown. He
said he hit a table during the
encounter, sustaining a small
cut that required a visit to the
hospital.

In a statement issued Fri-
day, the 15-time European
champions said the disciplin-
ary action was concluded after
both players expressed to the
club “their complete remorse
for what happened and apolo-
gized to one another.”

Tchouaméni was back
training with Madrid on Friday,
two days before they play at
Barcelona in a clasico. Madrid
hastowin otherwise Barcelona
will be crowned La Liga cham-
pion. Valverde was not at prac-
tice as he recovers from the
head knock.

Fresh disruption

It was the latest disruption
to a Madrid squad that has en-
dured a tough season that in-
cluded lackluster results, a
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Federico Valverde (L) and Aurelien Tchouameni. REUTERS

coaching change and fan criti-
cism of stars such as Vinicius
Junior, Jude Bellingham and
Kylian Mbappe.

Madrid could see Barcelona
celebrate the league title in
Sunday's clasico at the Camp
Nou. The Catalan club needs
only a draw to win its second
league title in a row.

The 27-year-old Valverde's
injury could keep him sidelined
for the final four games of the
domestic season.

"I'm sorry," he said. "I'm
truly sorry because this situ-
ation hurts me, and this mo-
ment we are going through
hurts me." The team gave no
timeline on the disciplinary
proceedings.

It was not the only alterca-
tion involving Madrid players
during training this week. De-
fender Alvaro Carreras con-
firmed on Instagram that he
was involved in "an incident
with a colleague." He called it a
"minor" and "isolated" matter

that "has already been re-
solved." Spanish media said he
and defender Antonio Rudiger
got into a scuffle during one of
the team's training sessions.

Madrid is about to finish
the season without winning
any major title. It was elimin-
ated by Bayern Munich in the
quarterfinals of the Cham-
pions League, was ousted by
second-division club Albacete
in the round of 16 of the Copa
del Rey, and was runner-up to
Barcelona in the Spanish
Super Cup.

The team replaced Xabi
Alonso in January in a rare
mid-season coaching change
after he and some of the team's
top players did not get along.

Vinicius and other players,
including Bellingham, were
criticized by fans as the team
struggled earlier in the season.
They were both loudly jeered
by the home crowd during
some games at the Santiago
Bernabeu stadium.

Top-ranked players Aryna Sabalenka (L) and Jannik Sinner have raised the prize money issue. ap

Number Plate

31%

® The singles champions will re-
ceive $3.3 million at the French
Open. Rory Mcllroy bagged $4.5
million for winning this year’s
Masters — golf’s closest equival-
entto Wimbledon. Thatisa 31 per
cent difference for the cham-
pions alone, not accounting for
better distribution of the total pie.

players' associations (ATP and
WTA) and the International
Tennis Federation (ITF). To
bring all of them together to
agree onacomimon programme
is nearly impossible. It is why
the French Open increased its
prize money only by 9.5 per cent
this year, significantly less than
the US Open (20 per cent) and
Australian Open (16 per cent). It
also does not serve the other
Slams’ interests to rally behind

FIFAtriples
prices for best

tickets for
World Cupfinal

Associated Press
Washington, May 8

FIFA TRIPLED the price of its
best available tickets to the
World Cup final, making
$32,970 seats available for the
July 19 match at MetLife Sta-
dium in East Rutherford, New
Jersey.

Soccer's governing body
listed those seats as front cat-
egory one on its sales site.

It previously had a high
price of $10,990 for category
one. The $10,990 category for
the final was available Thurs-
day night only as wheelchair
and easy access amenity cat-
egory one. Tickets for the July
14 semifinal in Arlington,
Texas, were listed at $11,130,
$4,330, $3,710 and $2,705. Seats
for the following day's semifi-
nal at Atlanta's Mercedes-Benz
Stadium were at $10,635,
$3,545and $2,725. Seats for the
U.S. opener against Paraguay
on June 12 at SoFi Stadium in
Inglewood, California, were
available for $2,735, $1,940 and
$1,120, while tickets for the
Americans' June 19 game
against Australia at Seattle
were listed at $2,715.

FIFA president Gianni In-
fantino has defended the
ticket prices. "We have to look
atthe market. We arein a mar-
ket in which entertainment is
the most developed in the
world, so we have to apply
market rates," he said Tues-
day.

Villa crush Forest 4-0 to reach Europa League final |

Reuters
Birmingham, May 8

ASTON VILLA reached the Eu-
ropa League final with a 4-0
win over Nottingham Forestin-
cluding two goals from John
McGinn in the second leg of
their all-English semi-final on
Thursday for a 4-1 aggregate
victory as they chase a first
trophyin 30 years. The Premier
League side face Freiburgin Is-
tanbul on May 20 after the Bun-
desliga team beat Braga 4-3 on
aggregate.

Trailing 1-0 from the first
leg, Unai Emery's Villa team
came out all guns blazing at a
pulsating Villa Park and got the
lead their dominance deserved
in the 36th minute when Wat-
kins tapped in following bril-
liant footwork from Emiliano
Buendia. Thirteen minutes
into the second half, Buendia
got Villa's second with a coolly
struck penalty after Nikola Mi-
lenkovic needlessly tugged Pau
Torres' shirt in the area.

Captain McGinn swept in
carbon-copy goals in the 77th

and 80th minutes to spark de-
lirium amongst most of the
43,000 fans, including Villa-
supporting Prince William.

Villa were European cham-
pions in 1982 and last won sil-
verware when they lifted the
League Cup in1996.

They will hope four-times
Europa League winner Emery
can add tohistally - for the first
time with an English club.

"There's no better manager
than this to get us prepared for
this game and obviously take us
intothe final aswell," said Wat-

kins, whose head was ban-
daged for most of the game
after an early clash. "His track
record speaks for itself. We'rein
a great position. We need to go
there and win now."

Emery's unmatched four
Europa League wins as a man-
ager include three with Sevilla
and one with Villarreal.

Forest, themselves Euro-
pean champions in 1979 and
1980, have like Villa been wait-
ing a long time for a trophy
since their last one, the League
Cupin1990.

It's more about

respect. I think
we give much more
than what we are
getting back. Of
course we talk about
money. The most
importantis respect,
we justdon'tfeel it.”

JANNIK SINNER
VIABBC

Roland Garros.

So, collective action does
little to make a lasting impact.
Even more so because it is not
truly collective. 1973’s protest
madeastrongstatementbutdid
little else other than becoming
an amusing historical footnote.
Fundamentally, one player’s
loss is another’s gain; the pros-
pect of wolfing up prize money
and ranking points left behind
by thetop playersasaresultofa

boycott will be too tempting. It
is how Kodes won the most sig-
nificant tournament of his life
and how Amritraj announced
himselfto the world. The ability
to be able to get all of the top
players in the world together is
very unlikely.

Tennis is also far less
powered than by the big person-
alities of a decade ago. A rising
newer generation has made
waves, but doesn’t hold the ce-
lebrity power of Roger Federer
or Serena Williams. Atten-
dancesarelikely toremain high
at the Majors that are now con-
sidered high society lifestyle
events as much as they are
sporting competitions. Boycotts
are unlikely to affect viewers'in-
terest and curiosity over who
wins a Major, even if the victory
has an asterisk over it.

The players may come to-
gether for their demands and
make change happen. But it is
likely tobe a result of boardroom
schemings, not a statement-
making public spectacle.

India one win away from
U-17 Women’s World Cup

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 8

INDIA HAVE made history in
the AFC Under-17 Women’s
Asian Cup by thrashing Leba-
non 4-0 and reaching the
quarterfinals of the tourna-
ment for the first time. In the
process, they have now
brought themselves within
one win of qualifying for the
2026 FIFA U17 Women'’s World
Cup.

Pritika Barman (7’, 85'),
Alva Devi Senjam (36”), and
Joya (72’) were on target in In-
dia’s win over Lebanon at the
Suzhou Taihu Football Sports
Centre in Suzhou, China.

Their place in the quarter-
finals was then confirmed
after the Philippines and Chi-
nese Taipei failed to win their
final head-to-head Group C
match by a margin of 12 goals
or more. India, led by former
Italian forward Pamela Conti,
thus went through to the quar-
terfinals as the second-bast
ranked team among those that
finish third in their respective
groups. The only team that fin-
ished above them in this
bracket was Thailand.

Placed in Group B, India
lost 2-0 to Australia in their
opening match and 3-0 to
Japan in their second game.
This meant that they finished
the group stage with three
points in three games.

Indianow face Chinainthe
quarterfinal of the tournament
on May 11 at the Suzhou Sports
Centre Stadium. The tourna-
ment serves as a qualifier for
the FIFA U17 Women’s World
Cup, with all four semi-final-
ists earning spots in the group
stage of the marquee tourna-
ment set to be hosted in Mo-
rocco from October 17 to No-
vember 7.

India on Friday made only
one change from their last
game, with Anushka Kumari
replacing Pearl Fernandes.
Pritika’s opening goal came
after she controlled along ball

| fromright back Divyani Linda

M
Feflovship

Pritika Barman scored twice
against Lebanon on Friday. airr

perfectly, dribbled past a Leba-
non defender and put it past
goalkeeper Marie Joe Chebly
in the seventh minute.

Pritika made a menace of
herself for the Lebanon de-
fender throughout the open-
ing stages, even coming close
to scoring a second goal in the
16th minute. It was Alva Devi
Sanjam who then doubled In-
dia’s lead in the 36th minute.
Redima Devi Chingkha-
mayum threaded a pass to-
wards Alva at the edge of the
box and the latter surged past
her marker before slotting the
ball into the back of the net
with a calm finish.

India resumed the second
half with the same attacking
intensity and continued to
push Lebanon deeper into
their own half. The Young Ti-
gresses controlled possession
forlong spells and looked dan-
gerous whenever they ad-
vanced through the flanks.

Their dominance was re-
warded through a moment of
individual brilliance from
Joya.Receivingtheball onthe
left wing, the substitute dis-
played excellent close control
before cutting inside, skipping
past two defenders and curling
a fine right-footed strike into
the net to make it 3-0. India
sealed an outstanding per-
formance with Pritika com-
pleting her brace.
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SHARES OF THE LENDER FALL 6.62% AS RESULTS WERE BELOW MARKET EXPECTATIONS

SBIlogs 5.6% ris¢in Q4 profit; says
prolonged war may hitdemand

SBI is a bellwether for the sector, and
its loan growth gives an indication of
the state of the banking system

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, May 8

BANKING BELLWETHER State
Bank of India (SBI) on Friday re-
ported a 5.6% on-year rise in net
profit for the fourth quarter of
financial year 2026 (Q4FY26),
missing analysts’ expectations
as non-interest income fell
sharply following the Reserve
Bank of India’s restrictions on
forex arbitrage and arise in gov-
ernment bond yields due to the
war in West Asia.

Thelender’s net profitrose to
Rs 19,684 crore in the quarter
under review, against Rs 18,643
crore reported in the same
period last year. The board has
declared a dividend of Rs 17.35
per share for FY26.

Chairman CS Setty, while
maintaining his guidance of 13-
15% growth in loans going for-
ward, did caution that should
the West Asia conflict continue
for an extended period of time,
there could be an impact on de-
mand. “While the impact of the
West Asia war has so far been li-
mited, it could affect the con-
sumption environment of the
country if the war significantly
prolonged,” Setty said.

“.weassumethatifinflation
isat4%, the domestic consump-

tion may notbe badlyimpacted,
but if it goes beyond that and if
thewarlingersforalongertime,
I think the consumption de-
mand moderation will impact
the economy,” he said in a post
earnings call on Friday.

SBI shares fell by 6.62%toRs
1019.55 on the BSE on Friday as
the results were below market
expectations.

Total income declined to Rs
1.40 lakh crore in Q4FY26 as
against Rs 143 lakh crore a year
ago. The bank’s income from
treasury operations fell to Rs
1,259 crore from Rs 8,891 crore a
year ago, resulting in total non-
interestincome falling29% year-
on-year (Y-o0-Y)toRs17,314 crore.

This was primarily seen due
to yields on government bonds
beingsharply elevated sincethe
West Asia war started in late Feb-
ruary. The war has led to in-
creased concerns that inflation
mightrise duetoelevated crude
oil prices, which led to the uptick
inyields.

However, yields are unlikely
to be of concern to the bank
going forward, Chairman Setty
said. “The overall treasury losses
consist of your bond yield move-
ment, which are sharply more
than the last quarter. That is
aboutRs1,800 crore,” Setty said.

Key Tata Trusts
board meeting
deferred to May 16

George Mathew
Mumbai, May 8

THE LONG-awaited Tata
Trusts board meeting sched-
uled for Friday has been post-
poned to May 16, with the trust
giving no reasons for the defer-
ment, a top official said.

The key issues on the
agendaincluded review of Tata
Trusts representation on the
board of Tata Sons, differing
views among trustees regard-
ing the potential listing of Tata
Sons along with the matter of
perpetual trustees.

According to the agenda of
the meeting, the board was ex-
pected to discuss the position
of two trustees on the listing of
Tata Sons on the exchanges.
Two of the trustees — Venu
Srinivasan and Vijay Singh —
had recommended listing of
Tata Sons.

The argument for the listing
of Tata Sons by two trustees is
contrary to the resolution
passed by Tata Trusts to retain
the company as an unlisted en-
tity a year ago.

Following a directive from
the Reserve Bank of India
requiring upper-layer NBFCs
tolist, Tata Sonsrepaid its debt
and sought de-registration
from that category and a deci-
sion from the regulator is
awaited. Noel Tata is opposed
toalistingasit could dilute the
trusts’ veto powers.

The board meet has gained
attention amid reportsthat the
resolution proposing the re-

moval of Venu Srinivasan from
the Tata Sons board is likely to
be put to vote before the
trustees. According to sources,
Bhaskar Bhat, who earlier
headed Titan Company Ltd, is
likely to succeed Srinivasan.
Currently, Noel Tata and Venu
Srinivasan are on the board of
TataSons as representatives of
Tata Trusts.

Bhat is on the board of Sir
Dorabji Tata Trust.

The board was also ex-
pected to discuss a complaint
filed in the Maharashtra Char-
ity Commissioner’s office
about the perpetual/ life-term
trustees. The petition, filed by
lawyer Katyayani Agrawal of
law firm SV & Co, has sought ur-
gentintervention, alleging that
Sir Ratan Tata Trust (SRTT),
which has three lifetime
trustees in a board of six
members, violated the provi-
sions of Section 30A of the Ma-
harashtra Public Trusts Act,
1950. This section, introduced
through an amendment in
September 2025, says per-
petual or lifetime trustees can
make up only 25% of a public
trust’s board.

The ratio is now 50%.

However, it’s not clear
whether the review of Tata
Sonsboard representation and
removal/induction of a
member will get unanimous
backing of trustees.

Earlier, Vijay Singh’s re-
nomination onto the board of
Tata Sons was opposed by
Mehli Mistry.

e DIVERGENT TRENDS

® The bank’sincome from
treasury operations fell to Rs 1,259
crore from Rs 8,891 crore a year
ago, resulting in total non-interest
income falling 29% on-year

to 17,314 crore.

® On the asset quality
front, SBI posted
continued improvement
inits gross non-

performing asset (GNPA) ratio,

which eased t0 1.49% from 1.82% a
year earlier.

® The bank’s deposit base grew

- N%toRs59.8 lakh crore as of
o March 31, led by anear11%

- growthinsavings account

" deposits. In comparison,

current account deposits

grew only 4.5%.

The bank’s net interest in-
come rose over 4% to Rs 44,380
crore. Its net profit grew 5.6%
during the quarter to Rs 19,684.
This was despite its net interest
margin (NIM) declining 17 basis
points quarter-on-quarter to
2.81%. The pressure on margins
was largely due to the impact of
the 25-basis-point cutintherepo
rate by the RBI in December
2025, which has now been
priced in fully in Q4, Setty said
after the bank announced its
earnings. For FY26, however, the
bank delivered a domestic NIM

of 3.03%, matching the bank’s
earlier guidance of margins stay-
ing above 3% for the financial
year. It also guided for NIMs to
stay above the 3% markin FY27.
Ontheasset quality front, SBI
posted continued improvement
initsgross non-performingasset
(GNPA) ratio, which eased to
149% from 1.82% a year earliet.
On an overall level, the
bank’s loan book grew nearly
17%Y-0-YtoRs49.31akh crore as
of March 31. Itsretail and corpor-
ateloan portfolio, the two biggest
components of the bank’s loan

book, grew around 15% each.

SBI is a bellwether in the
banking sector, and the bank’s
loan and deposit growth provide
an indication on the state of the
banking system.

Setty said he expects credit
growth to remain in the 13-15%
band in FY27, based on the cur-
rent macroeconomic environ-
mentinthe country. InFY26,the
bank saw credit growth 0f16.9%.

Thebank’sdeposit base grew
11% to Rs 59.8 1akh crore as of
March 31, led by a near 11%
growth in savings account de-
posits. In comparison, current
account deposits grew only
4.5%. Thisled to the bank’s cur-
rent account, savings account
(CASA) deposit ratio shrinking
51bps to 3946%.

Alower CASAratioindicates
potentially higher lending costs
for thebank, which might weigh
on profitability in the long run.

SBI may offer Rs 80,000 cr
under ECLGS

The lender is in a position to
disburse loans worth up to Rs
80,000 crore under the govern-
ment’s Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) 5.0,
Chairman C S Setty said on
Thursday. “Now that the eligi-
bility guidelines are clear, we
know which customers qualify
under the scheme. Credit facil-
ities worth around Rs 70,000-
80,000 crore could be extended
to our customers through
ECLGS,” Setty said.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

New promotion policy:
RBI staffers stage protest

Aanchal Magazine &
George Mathew
New Delhi/Mumbai, May 8

EMPLOYEES OF the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) staged pro-
tests on Friday at multiple of-
fices of the central bank across
the country, including the
headquarters in Mumbai,
against a new internal policy
that ties promotions to va-
cancies instead of the earlier
time-bound system.

Inaletterto Governor Sanjay
Malhotra, the Reserve Bank of
India Officers’ Association
(RBIOA) said, “We earnestly re-
quest the top management to
reconsider the matter urgently
and initiate acomprehensive re-
view of the revised promotion
policy in consultation with
RBIOA so as to arrive at a fair,
balanced and sustainable
framework for career progres-
sion of officers.”

Asenior central bank official
said the RBI will address em-
ployees’ concerns.

“The RBI reviews the inter-
nal HR policy from time totime.
The central bank will discuss
with employees about theissues
involved and address their con-
cerns,” the official said. How-
ever, the RBI'’s official spokes-
persondid not respond to a mail
from The Indian Express about
the HR changes and the pro-
tests. Protesting employees
were addressed by Deputy Gov-
ernor SwaminathanJon Friday
in the Mumbai head office.

In the letter, RBIOA General
Secretary Jeet Pathak said the
association had participated in

-

Protesting employees met
Deputy Governor Swaminathan
Jinthe Mumbai head office. iLE

the consultative process with
the legitimate expectation that
the long-standing issue of stag-
nation in the officer cadre would
finally be addressed.
“Inyourinteractionswith us
and with our members at re-
gional offices, you have indi-
cated the possibility of a few
timebound promotions. How-
ever, the final policy has notonly
failed to address the structural
stagnation prevailing across
grades but has also disregarded
the core concerns repeatedly
highlighted by the Association,”
RBIOA said in the letter. “As-
sured, time-bound promotions
may be introduced across all
cadresfrom Grade AtoGradeE,
ensuring fairand predictable ca-
reer progression for officers,” the
letter further said. Under the re-
vised policy, updated on May 5,
while promotion from Grade B
to C will continue to be time-
bound and take aminimum of 7
years, stepping up from Grade C
to D and further up to Grade F

e THE CHANGES

UNDER THE revised policy,
while promotion from Grade B to
C will continue to be the time-
bound and take a minimum of 7
years, stepping up from Grade C
to D and further up to Grade F will
be on the basis of available va-
canciesinthe higher rank.

ACCORDING TO dataavailable
onthe RBl website, a total of 40
posts have been advertised for
Grade B (General Cadre) in 2026,
down from83in 2025

will be on the basis of available
vacanciesinthe higherrank. Ac-
cording to RBI officers, there is
acute stagnation, which the RBI
management is unable to ad-
dress due to the lack of long-
term manpower planning.
“The revised policy will es-
pecially impact promotions
from Grade C to D. The result of
this policy will be that at thelevel
of C, the officer could possibly re-
main at the same level for even
15 years. For instance, once you
make Grade D to Grade E va-
cancy-based, then vacancy at
Grade D also reduces as fewer
people get promoted to GradeE.
So, stagnation at Grade Calsoin-
creases. This year, for example,
there were around 40 Grade D
vacancies, but the upcoming
batch of Grade C officers have
150-200 people on average. So,
within the same batch, it will
take five years for peopletoreach
GradeD,” anemployee told The
Indian Express. FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Why India should brace for

new US tarifts before July

Ravi Dutta Mishra
New Delhi, May 8

THE UNITED States Court of
International Trade (CIT), one
ofthe first federal courtstorule
against the Trump administra-
tion's use of emergency tariff
powers, has dealt the Trump
administration another blow,
declaringits sweeping 10% tar-
iffs imposed under Section 122
of the US Trade Act 0of 1974 un-
lawful.

The US President Donald
Trump had almost immedi-
ately used Section 122 tariffs to
impose global tariffs after the
US Supreme Court in February
declared the International
Emergency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA) tariffs illegal. And
the administration had pre-
pared for new tariffs when 10%
tariffs were set to expire within
150 days on July 24.

However, the CIT's order
could move up the Trump ad-
ministration's plan to intro-
duce a new tariff architecture.
This could have an impact on
India, as New Delhi has agreed
to a trade deal but has yet to
sign the agreement. Last
month, an Indian delegation
visited Washington for another
round of talks.

Indiawasone ofthe hardest
hit countries, asthe US, starting
in August last year, imposed
S0% tariffs on India, hurting ex-
ports and Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI) in the country.
Goods exports have also taken
a hit due to the ongoing West
Asia crisis. Exporters said that
shipments to the US have
begun recovering since March.

Deborah Elms, Head of
Trade Policy at the Hinrich
Foundation in Singapore, in a
social media post, said that the
CIT’s order may not be a signifi-
cant relief because the order-
nullifies tariffs only for the
plaintiffs. “The statute [Section
122] was only intended to be
used until July. In fact, the
world will likely face higher tar-
iffs even sooner, as the Trump
team is likely to respond by
pushing forward application of
Section 301 and new or ex-

Digital access,
cyber security
challengesin DPI
ecosystem: CEA

New Delhi:India’s digital public
infrastructure (DPI) has
achieved world-class scale, but
challenges relating to digital ac-
cess, data governance, interop-
erability and cyber security re-
main areas of concern, Chief
Economic Advisor V Anantha
Nageswaran said on Friday.

Addressing an ICRIER
event on “Digital Public Infra-
structure & Public Service De-
livery”, Nageswaran said large
sections of the population, par-
ticularly the elderly, people liv-
ing in areas with poor connec-
tivity and those with low
literacy and limited digital
fluency, still face barriersin ac-
cessing digital services.

“Digital infrastructure,
however sophisticated, is not
the same as digital inclusion in
the fullest sense. The last great
challenge of ensuring that
those who most need services
are also those who can most
easily access them through
digital means, that remains an
ongoing effort,” Nageswaran
said. PTI

e THE TATA-OWNED CARRIER IS ESTIMATED TO HAVE SUFFERED A LOSS OF ABOUT RS 22,000 CRORE IN 2025-26

Air India defers pay hikes amid focus on saving costs

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, May 8

THE AIR India has deferred the
annual increments by at least
one quarter while assuring its
employees that it was not an-
ticipating any layoffs, as the air-
line called for a “relentless”
focus onsavingcostsinthe face
of mounting losses.

The Tata-owned carrier is
estimated to have suffered a
loss of about Rs 22,000 crore in
the financial year 2026 (FY26).
It was more than double the
loss in FY25, primarily due to
the extremely challenging cost
and operating environment, it
islearnt.

According to sources, the

airline also announced that it
will proceed with bonuses for
the last financial year and im-
plement the planned staff pro-
motions.

The airline’s board held a
meeting on Thursday, in which
cost-optimisation measures
were deliberated.

A day later, chief executive
officer Campbell Wilson, chief
human resources officer Ravin-
draKumar GP, and chief finan-
cial officer Sanjay Sharma ad-
dressed employees in a town
hall meeting.

For the time being, more
drastic cost rationalisation
measures like furloughs and
layoffs have not been taken, it
is learnt. Air India has an em-

For now, more drastic cost rationalisation measures like furloughs
and layoffs have not been taken by the airline. reuTers

ployee strength of about
24,000. The Tata group took

control of Air India from the
governmentin January 2022.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

According to sources with
direct knowledge of the matter,
Wilson spoke about the signifi-
cant external challenges that
theairline industryis grappling
with, and the impact of those
challenges on Air India.

“We need to focus relent-
lessly on our costs in these
tough times...There must be a
laser sharp focus on eliminat-
ingwastage and leakages,” Wil-
sonislearnttohavetold the Air
India staff on Friday.

He also asked them to sus-
pend discretionary spending,
renegotiate rates where feas-
ible, and defer non-critical ex-
penditures.

The West Asia war, which
began on February 28, has led

tomajor airspace disruptionsin
the Gulf region, which ac-
counts for a significant chunk
of international air traffic to
and from India.

The region also serves as a
critical corridor for Air India’s
flights to Europe and North
America, which means that
apart from disrupting oper-
ations to destinations in West
Asia, the war has forced the air-
line to take longer, circuitous
routes to Europe and beyond.

Thisisleadingto higher op-
erating costs, particularly due
toadditional fuel burnatatime
when jet fuel prices are also sur-
ging due to war-related supply
disruptions. =~ FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The US has launched two Section 301investigations on India,
alleging “structural excess capacity” and “forced labour”. ReuTers

panded Section 232 cases,”
Elms said. US Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent had said last
month that President Donald
Trump’s tariffs may be restored
byJulytothelevelsin placebe-
fore the Supreme Court struck
down IEEPA tariffs. “We had a
setback at the Supreme Court
in terms of the tariff policy, but
we will be implementing or
conducting Section 301 studies,
so the tariffs could be
backin place at the pre-
viouslevel by the begin-
ning of July,” Bessent
said, as per Bloomberg,.

Trade experts said
thatthe Section 122 tariffswere
onaweaklegal footing because
the law was originally enacted
todeal with serious balance-of-
payments crises and persistent
dollar outflows. Howevet, since
1973, the United States has op-
erated under a free-floating
dollar system, where trade im-
balances are adjusted through
exchange rates and global capi-
tal flows rather than import re-
strictions. The US continues to
run large trade deficits while
still attracting massive foreign
investment because the dollar
remains the world’s dominant
reserve currency. Former trade
officer and founder of think
tank Global Trade Research In-
itiative (GTRI), Ajay Srivastava,
said that India should wait until
the United States develops a
more stable and legally reliable
trade system before concluding
the Bilateral Trade Agreement.
The continuing uncertainty
around U.S. tariff policy, with

* BRIEFLY
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major Trump-era tariffs re-
peatedly struck down by
courts, makes any long-term
trade commitments by India
difficult to justify, he said.

“At present, the US is also
not prepared to reduceits stan-
dard Most-Favoured-Nation
(MFN) tariffs, while expecting
India to lower or eliminate its
MFN duties across most sec-
tors. Under such conditions,
any trade deal risks be-
coming one-sided, with
India offering perma-
nent market access con-
cessions without receiv-
ing any meaningful
tariffbenefitsin return,” Srivas-
tava said.

The US has launched two
Section 301 investigations on
India, alleging “structural ex-
cess capacity” and “forced la-
bour”.India, in response to the
probe last month, said that In-
dia’s merchandise export-to-
GDP ratio of around 12% re-
flects a largely domestic
demand-driven economy and
that its legal framework aligns
with the forced labour stan-
dards of the International La-
bour Organisation (ILO).

The USTR had argued that
structural excess capacity and
production in manufacturing
sectors present a serious chal-
lenge to America’s efforts to re-
shore supply chains and pro-
vide good-paying jobs for
American workers, and that key
trading partners have devel-
oped production capacity unte-
thered from the incentives of
domestic and global demand.

Sebi proposes
overhaul of
buyback
framework

New Delhi: Markets regula-
tor Sebi on Friday proposed
aseries of changestothe
buyback framework,
includingthere-introduc-
tion of open market share
buybacks through stock ex-
changes and shortening
executiontimelines.Ina
consultation paper, the
regulator proposed that
open market buybacks
through stock exchanges
should be completed within
66 working days from the
date of opening of the offer,
instead of the earlier frame-
work that allowed aslong as
sixmonths duration. PTI

Hyundai Motor
India Q4 profit
shrinks by 22.2%

New Delhi: Hyundai Motor
India Ltd on Friday
reported a22.22% declinein
consolidated profit after tax
toRs1,255.63 croreinthe
March quarter, impacted by
higher commodity prices,
unfavourable product mix
and costs associated with
capacity stabilisation. The
firm had posted a consoli-
dated net profit of Rs
1,614.35 crore inthe corre-
sponding period of the pre-
vious fiscal year, Hyundai
Motor India Ltd (HMIL)
said. PTI

* MARKETS

Forexreserve
drops by $7.79bn
10 $690.693 bin

Mumbai: India’s forex re-
serves dropped by $7.794
billion to $690.693 billion
during the week ended May
1,the RBIsaid on Friday. In
the previous reporting week
ended April 24, the overall
reserves had declined by
$4.82billion to $698.487 bil-
lion. The Kkitty had
expanded to an all-time
high of $728.494 billion dur-
ingthe week ended Febru-
ary 27 this year before the
beginning of the West Asia
conflict, which had led the
central bank tointervenein
the forex market through
dollar sales to check rupee
fall . PTI

Zeptoamong 6
cos to secure
Sebi’s IPO nod

New Delhi: As many as six
companies including quick
commerce unicorn Zepto
and auto components
manufacturer Dhoot Trans-
mission have secured Sebi’s
approval toraise funds
through initial public offer-
ings (IPOs). Other
companies that obtained
the nod are Hotel Polo
Towers, Crystal Crop Pro-
tection, Surgiwear, and
Horizon Industrial Parks,
anupdate showed on
Friday. The companies had
filed their papers between
October and February. PTI
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NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE Mo. ELG-31R1-M05-2026-27

TENDER NOTICE

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (General) M.C. Railway, Agra on behalf of
Fresident of India invites "Open Tender™ through on line only | E-Tendenng) for
the following works.

Tender Mo, ELG-31R1-MO5-2026-27

Date: 06.05.2026

TR,/ 2422 /FleR. /A /2026  TOWIGT, TaieR 06,/05/2026
/ /%o Wt g/

TRA @ @, 41 3ed R aeudt Wi fafeheq wetfaemed
TSIEa (B.7.) o fafir fwmi # faferen ferepl fafhceni
& aqqH | R 16 W Solo fofora T (Wi Ffee) Frem
2012 H Seeifigd Tl <k ST HideT SMER T i 63 S 2q
Jeieh g o fgtd Td =Y JHaR I U9 31 g i R
T 3Tl 1 g § 9Rd @ @, A 31ea foert oo Wi
fefeheal Welfcrrerd ToMicna (B7.) # "dih-g-2ig
Srifora femam AT £ |

It (oo o Helel ¥ foreqd SRR @ WA 3 &, 41 32
forgrl arerRlt i Feferen wetfere™ TeHica (B.) &
deEe abvmgmerajnandgaon.ac.in ¥ SRAAE X YW

fera 1 kel 1
T, /- STRISTa
W W @ o et foerd e i,
(ST

RO. NO. 262700571-5

Name of work with lis location & Completion Period; Electrification work
in connection with Provision of track depot with all infrastructure facilities in
place of existing depot due 1o redevelopment of Agra canil.., Completion
period- 08 months

CIN U65921MH1995PLC212675)
Axis House, C-2, Wadia International Centre, Pandurang Budhkar
Marg, Worli, Mumbai — 400 025

ﬂ 'AXIS( FINANCE LIMITED

LXIN FINANCE |

APPENDIX IV
[See Rule 8(1)]
PHYSICAL POSSESSION NOTICE
(For immovable property)
[As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Whereas,
The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Axis Finance Limited
(AFL), under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of Powers
conferred under Section 13 (12) read with the Rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a demand notice dated 30th June, 2025
calling upon the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) / Mortgagor(s) (1) MR. RAKESH
KUMAR JAIN (2) RIDHI JAIN at Flat No B1/1640, Tower No. 10, Purvanchal
Royal City, North West Delhi, Delhi — 110082 (3) MANISH HOISERY at
9-2492, Ground Floor, Kailash Nagar, East Delhi, Delhi — 1 10031 who have
mortgaged the immovable property more particularly described hereunder
to repay the amount mentioned in the notice INR. 95,77,358 /- (Rupees
Ninety Five Lakhs Seventy Seven Thousand Three Hundred and Fifty
Eight Only) due as on 05.06.2025 with further interest at the contractual
rate thereon till the date of payment within 60 days from the date of receipt
of the said notice.
The Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) / Mortgagor(s) having failed to repay
the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) /
Mortgagor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers
conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8
of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this 06 day of May
of the year 2026. The Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) / Mortgagor(s) in particular
and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property
and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Axis
Finance Limited for an amount of INR. 95,77,358 /- (Rupees Ninety Five
Lakhs Seventy Seven Thousand Three Hundred and Fifty Eight Only)
due as on 05.06.2025 and further interest thereon at the contractual rates
together with costs, charges, etc. of Axis Finance Ltd until the full payment
or realization in full.
The Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) / Mortgagor(s) attention is invited to provisions
of sub section (8) & sub section (13) of section 13 of the said Act, in respect
of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
BUILTUP PROPERTY BEARING PROPERTY NO. 995/49-B/7 (OLD) AND
NEW NO. IX/2711, AREA MEASURING 41.80 SQ. MTS. BUILT ON PART
OF PLOT NO. 32 OUT OF KHASRA NO. 311/36/36 SITUATED IN AREA
OF VILLAGE SEELAMPUR, IN THE ABADI OF GALI NO. 17, KAILASH
NAGAR, ILLAQA SHAHDARA, DELHI — 110031 AND BOUNDARIES OF
THE HOUSE / PLOT: EAST — PROPERTY OF OTHERS; WEST — GALLI;
NORTH - PROPERTY OF OTHERS; SOUTH — PROPERTY OF OTHERS.

Date: 04.05.2026 Authorized Officer

Approx, Cost of the work: Bs. 11 34d-1_ﬁ 41

Far full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways wabsite
www.ireps. gov.in, Tenders can only be submilted through web portal
www. ireps. gov.in up o 15:00 hrson 28.05.2026. 1035/26 (D

[§] Morth central railways @& www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in I CPRONCR

PROCLAMATION REQ
APPEARANCE OF
SEE SECTION 84 BHARTIYA NAGARIK SURKSHA SANHITA

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that
accused person namely Saif Ali S/o Guizar Khan Rlo E-168,
G .No. 5, Subhash Mohalla, Maujpur, Delhi have committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence under FIR
No. 246/2017 U/s 25/54/59 Arms Act., has been registered
at P.5. Welcome, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant
of arrest there upon issued that the said, Saif Ali cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said, Saif Ali has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Saif Ali
of FIR No. 246/2017 U/s 25/54/59 Arms Act , registered at
P.5. Welcome, Delhi is required to appear befare this court
to answer the said complaint on or before 09.06.2026.

By Order

Ms. Deepakshi Rana

DP/5934/NE/2026 JMFC-3, Room No. 19

(Court Notice) Shahdara, Karkardooma Court, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section B4 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita-2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Lokender @ Lokesh, S/o Sh. Amar Singh, R/o Jhuggi No.
8, Hanuman Majdur Camp, Opp. Sector-4, R.K. Puram,
New Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No. 22672021, U/s 379/511
IPC, P.S. Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi and it has been returned
to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
Lokender @ Lokesh cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Lokender @
Lokesh has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Lokender @
Lokesh accused of FIR No. 226/2021, U/s 379/511 IPC, P.5.
Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 31.07.2026.
By Order - Ms. Vijayshree Rathore

Judicial Maqistratﬂ First Class-05
Room No. 13, 1" Floor, Main Building

PP :- I@1/2026/1056 - 67
NOTICE INVITING NIT - 03/2026-27

Maintenance and security Mini secretriate, pratap auditorium, construction and
repair work of moti dungari boundary wall, drain bio diavercity, gantry board,
thermoplast, tent, water harvesting, construction of convension centre and other
construction work ,Alwar. 07-05-2026 to 28-05-2026 3.00 PM. Technical bid open
29/06/2026 4.00 PM. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement
portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state and
www.uitalwar.in the approximate Value of the procurementis Rs. 981.22 lakhs.

UBN No.: UAL2627WLOB00027 To UAL2627WLOB00045
Executive Engineer
UIT Alwar

oIeioT sier fiom s, ieae (291.)

Raj.Samwad/C/26/2415

Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation Ltd.

D-Block, Swasthya Bhawan, C-Scheme, Jaipur - 302005
Ph. No. 0141-2223887, Fax No. 0141-2228065, E-Mail-edepmrmsc-rj@nic.in
Ref. No. : F-8() RMSC/EPM/M-4/NIB-930/2025-26/163

Corrigendum / Addendum
Bid for item WASTE BIN RED, BLACK & YELLOW (15 & 25 Ltr,) are invited from
interested bidders up to Date : 26/05/2026 : 06:00 PM. Other particulars of the bid

may be visited on Procurement portal website https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or
www.dipronline.org or https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or website

http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in.

UBN No.: MSC2526GLOB00054 Executive Director (EPM)

Raj.Samwad/C/26/2399

feqie :- 04/05/2026

afeage fdem mitreeur, sreage
RIS - TV B O 200627 /5374 - B B - 05705, 2006

Jiferemsa fofie gaen &. 07/2026-27

RGN & TSI HRIGd B 3R H ARAYR [ UTIavor H Sugad £oft
©q A= 39T # Usiiera Hage! | FeiRa uas § g—UIaiIRA= Ufhar | §a 01
BT 2q TS ATy ST &1 Sl 2 |
B TG @it &1 =T N 7ol fdavor JavATSC http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
https://bhda.rajasthan.gov.in Td http://sppp.raj.nic.in portal TX ST ST Al
=

ffaer & Hafd fa=ft «fl YHR &1 G http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in Td
http://sppp.raj.nic.in portal T JTATDHT B |

UBN f#a¥v1: - WAQ2627WSOB00035
T, B i 26,/ 23T

saférzmdt st

Dated :- 07/05/2026

Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice

Invitation of tender through E-tendering (e-Procurement Systems)
O behatl of President of Ingia Dy, Chie! Mechanical Engeneer, office al- Rail Goach
Meyesnikaran Karkhana Sanipat invites e-tander for below menboned waork:-
NIT No, ; 365888 |
Name of Work and it% location | "Ulrasonic besling (UST) of Wheal disc, Dye
Penstrant testing {DFT) of underslung pars of LHB and VB coaches and Bogie
framea paris and MPUMPT testing of varous componenis of LHB and VB coaches
gt RICME (As per Scopa of Work )"

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, P.W.D., CIRCLE-JHALAWAR

Room No.-158, Ground Floor (Public Works Department), Mini Secretariat, Jhalawar
E-mail:-plu jhalawar@rediffmail.com/sejwar.pwd@rajasthan.gov.in Phone No.: 07432-233336

S. No.: 133 Date 06.05.2026
Short Term NIT No. 05/2026-27
Notice Inviting Bid
NIB No. PWD2627A0346
Bids for Repair of Single lane to Double lane of Bakani Bhumada Raipur Deewalkhera Mathaniya Osav Pirawa
Rampuriya Patpara road from Km. 27/0 to 57/500 & Zeltarg fSfen @R W R &er fwior @ are invited
from interested bidders upto 6.00 PM, Dated 03.06.2026 Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the
procurement portal (http://erpoc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the Rajasthan and
http://pwd.rajasthan.gov.in website. The approximate value of the procurement is Rs. 650.38 Lacs.

['S.No.|UBN No. Sd/-
71 |PWD2627WSOB01527 | (Mukesh Chand Meena)
2 .iPWD2627WSOB01529 | Superintending Engineer Public

= Works Department
DIPR/C/8081/2026

Circle-Jhalawar

Appro®. Cost of work ; Tender Cost: Rs, 45,89, 764 64/ including GSTE168%
{Rupess Forty Five Lakh Eighty Mine Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty Fowr and
SiEly Four Paisa Only)

EarmestMoney :Rs 89800
Complethon period of work : 12 months (01 Year) from date of issue of Lebier of acceptance
Cost of Tender document : MIL

Date and time for submission of tender and opening of tender : Up to 15:00
fies, o 07,06 2026 Cpering of Tender al 15015 hrs. on-same day,

Website particulars notice board location complete details of tender can be
saen ; Above tender avaidabls on IREPS site e, www.ireps.gowv.in

Mo.: 365888 Dated: 08.05.2026 1554/2026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR.
faferar gemT/2026-27
frmfafed @ & Y = / T THR & AN [9WT T S SHUsha @ie-l | Usiighd Td ST+al Hage! 4 FHuiRa yo # 3-

| T T fereror mﬁwmﬁaﬁfmﬂ 11%111":

| AT (%o ) e
I:Additional works for Sports Ground, open Air Theatre & other External Development works for|  295.40 Lakh 2-

| Construction of New Medical College at Bundi. UBN: RRC2627WSOB00100 069/26-27

| Various Development / Rehabilitation works in Temple at Sanganer, Jaipur. 177385.00 Lakh | awwzmvﬁ-—r é—-'

UBN: RRC2627WSOB00105
| Construction of Major Bridge & Bypass at Sewla Village. UBN: RRC2627WLOB00111 | 2089.39 Lakh

070/26-27
I . |
073/26-27
I e |
| 075/26-27 |
Gefrr R oy e B S s e i cepee anh g GieR s e s eyt Spmr o sy e
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http:/sppp.rajasthan.nic.in @21 http:/pwd.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc W @1 ST Far 21
g Haa 1 3 fefiedt swmar % wem § Jewrée http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ® e FRamm sawas 21 HESh
EN(). NIT/2026-27/1631-50 Date: 07.05.202_(2 ]

| Renewal work on Gotan-Bilara-Sojat BOT Road. UBN: RRC2627WLOB00113 | 2154.00 Lakh

@ AJMER VIDYUT VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED

Corporate Identification Number (CIN)- U40109R)2000SGC016482
Regd. Off.: Vidyut Bhawan, Panchsheel Nagar, Makarwali Road, Ajmer- 305 004, (TURN-KEY WORKS CIRCLE)
Phone: +91-145-2644507, Fax:+91-145-2644507, E-mail :- setwavvnl2022@gmail.com, Website :-www.avvnl.com

No. :- AVVNL/SE (TW) /XEN (TW-1)/AEN (TW-1,IL,1I1)/NIT /TN-464(Lot-1 to 12)/LRC/D. 186  Date :- 06/05/2026

NIT No./ PACKAGE No. :- A]D/SE/TW/TN-464 (Lot-1to 12)

‘E Bids in two parts (Techno Commercial bid and Price Bid) are invited from
eligible contractors for NIT against package nos. AJD/ SE/ TW/TN-464(Lot-1 to 12) for
awarding contract of construction of various 33/11 KV GSS and associated 33 and 11
KV line and Erection of 33 KV line (deposit work) on Labour Rate for
Salumber/Udaipur/ Dungarpur/Chittorgarh/ Pratapgarh /Jhunjhunu/Ajmer under
domain of Ajmer Discom. UBN : AVV2627WSOB00010

All the details regarding tender is available at our website
http://energy.rajasthan.gov.in/avvnl and www.eproc.rajathan.gov.in. Further in
future corrigendum/extension, if any shall be published only at
www.eproc.rajathan.gov.in. Superintending Engineer (TW)
Raj.Samwad/C/26/2362 AVVNL, Ajmer

Indian Institute of Science Education and Research Bhopal

|: IT @ -::I.'..
*:*1 Institute Works Department. Bhopal Bypass Aoad, Bhour, Bhopal-462 066

The Superintending Engineer, Institute Waorks Departmeant, [ISER Bhopal
on behalf of the Board of Governors invites online percentage rate tender
from aligible firms / contractors of repute in two envelopes system for tha
following work:

Sl | NIT No. & Estimated | Earnest
No. date Nama of wosk cost Money Feriod
1, |WOD/SEMIT! |  Maintenance of Fs. Rs. a0
2026-27/60 | Bituminous Road at [93,34.728/- 1,86,695/- | Days
a | ISER Bhopal
080520286

The bids forms and other details for application can be obiained from the

website hifps: Veprocure govin/eprocurafapp. The press notice s also
available in Institute website wwaw liserb.ac.in.

DP/6047/SWI2026 Patiala House Courts, New Delhi

Place: Delhi Axis Finance Ltd.
I‘ AXIS FINANCE LIMITED
(CIN U65921MH1995PLC212675)
Axis House, C-2, Wadia International Centre, Pandurang Budhkar
AX|E FARCL Marg, Worli, Mumbai — 400 025

E-Public Auction-cum-Sale Notice
E Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation
and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act 2002 read with provision to Rule 8 (6) and Rule 9 (1) of Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the
Borrower/s, Guarantor/s and Mortgagor/s, that the below described
immovable properties mortgaged / charged to Secured Creditor, the
PHYSICAL POSSESSION of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer
of Axis Finance Limited, Secured Creditor, will be sold on “AS IS WHERE
IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS”, and “WHATEVER THERE IS” and “WITHOUT
RECOURSE BASIS”, on 27.05.2026 for recovery of Rs. 1,05,86,828/-
(Rupees One Crore Five Lakhs Eighty Six Thousand Eight Hundred and
Twenty Eight Only) as on 05.05.2026 [amount o/s as on the date of the
demand notice dated 30.06.2025 issued u/s 13(2) of SARFAESI Act -
INR. 95,77,358 /- (Rupees Ninety Five Lakhs Seventy Seven Thousand
Three Hundred and Fifty Eight Only) due as on 05.06.2025] with further
interest at the contractual rates, along with default/penal interest and other
charges etc., till final payment / realization from the Borrower / Mortgagors /
Guarantors, i.e. (1) MR. RAKESH KUMAR JAIN (2) RIDHI JAIN at Flat No
B1/1640, Tower No. 10, Purvanchal Royal City, North West Delhi, Delhi
— 110082 (3) MANISH HOISERY at 9-2492, Ground Floor, Kailash Nagar,
East Delhi, Delhi — 1 10031. The Description of Assets, Reserve Price (RP),
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and Details of Sale are as below:

SCHEDULE |

Description of Immovable Secured Asset

BUILTUP PROPERTY BEARING PROPERTY NO. 995/49-B/7 (OLD) AND
NEW NO. 1X/2711, AREA MEASURING 41.80 SQ. MTS. BUILT ON PART
OF PLOT NO. 32 OUT OF KHASRA NO. 311/36/36 SITUATED IN AREA
OF VILLAGE SEELAMPUR, IN THE ABADI OF GALI NO. 17, KAILASH
NAGAR, ILLAQA SHAHDARA, DELHI — 110031

AND BOUNDARIES OF THE HOUSE / PLOT:
EAST — PROPERTY OF OTHERS
WEST — GALI
NORTH — PROPERTY OF OTHERS
| SOUTH — PROPERTY OF OTHERS

SCHEDULE —1i
DETAILS OF E-AUCTION

As per SCHEDULE - |

On: 27.05.2026
Time: From: 11:00 AM to 12:00 NOON
| with unlimited extensions of 5 minutes each

On: 25.05.2026
Before: 04:00 PM

| Description of Property /s :

Date & Time of e-Auction |

Date & Time for Bid
Submission

Reserve Price:

SECURED Rs.
ASSET 91,27,080/-

Rupees Ninety One Lakhs
Twenty Seven Thousand and
Eighty Only

* Price below which the Flat /property/s will not be sold

Earnest Money Deposit (10% of RP):

SECURED Rs. 9,12,708/- | Rupees Nine Lakhs Twelve
ASSET Thousand Sven Hundred and
Eight Only

I Bid Increment Amount: Rs. 1,00,000/- (Rupees One Lac Only).

Contact Person Details & Mob. Nos.: Mr. Ayan Bhattacharya, Mob:
9811710558

PEGASUS ASSETS RECONSTRUCTION PRIVATE LIMITED

55-56, 5th Floor, Free Press House, Nariman Point,
Mumbai-400 021, Tel: 91-2261884700

POSSESSION NOTICE
[RULES 8 (1)]
(For Immovable Property)
Whereas the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Pegasus Assets
Reconstruction Private Limited (PARPL) under the Securitization and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002) and in
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the SARFAESI Act read with Rule
3 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002 issued Demand notice dated
21.01.2026 (“13(2) Notice”) calling upon the Borrowers/Co Borrowers/ Mortgagor
namely Mr. Rajendra Pratap Singh (Borrower/Mortgagor) and Mrs. Swaita (Co-
Borrower) to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 4,90,78,249.42/-
(Rupees Four Crore Ninety Lakh Seventy-Eight Thousand Two Hundred Forty-
Nine and Forty-Two Paise Only) outstanding as on 20.01.2026 as mentioned in the
said 13(2) Notice together with further interest at the contractual rates and costs,
charges and expenses within 60 days from receipt of the said notice.
The credit facilities availed by the Borrowers from ICICI Bank Limited (herein after referred
as “ICICI Bank”) together with all underlying security interest and all rights, titles and inter-
ests therein have since been assigned by ICICI Bank to Pegasus Assets Reconstruction
Private Limited acting in its capacity as Trustee of Pegasus 2024 Trust 2 (hereinafter
referred to as “PARPL”) under the aegis of the SARFAESI Act, vide Assignment of Debt
Agreement dated 29.07.2025. Pursuant to aforesaid assignment and in accordance with
the provisions of the SARFAESI Act, PARPL has become the lender and is entitled to
recover the entire dues mentioned in the 13(2) Notice, and to exercise all its rights as a
Secured Creditor under the provisions of the SARFAESI Act and rules thereunder.
The Borrowers/Co Borrowers/ Mortgagors having failed to repay the outstanding dues men-
tioned in the 13(2) Notice, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers and the public in gener-
al that the undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the secured asset described here-
in below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13 (4) of the SARFAESI Act,
read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 on 04.05.2026.
The Borrowers/Co Borrowers/Mortgagors and the public in general are hereby cautioned
not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge
of PARPL for an amount of Rs. 5,03,32,877.96/- (Rupees Five Crore Three Lakh Thirty-
Two Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Seven and Ninety-Six Paise Only) outstand-
ing as on 29.04.2026 with further interest at the contractual rate and costs, charges and
expenses thereon w.e.f 30.04.2026 till the date of payment / realization.
The Borrowers/Co Borrowers/ Mortgagors/ Guarantors attention is invited to the provi-
sions of Section 13(8) of the SARFAESI Act, in respect of the time available to redeem
the secured assets.
DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
(Residential Property Being Front/Northern Side, Third Floor With Entire Terrace,
Constructed On Freehold Plot Admeasuring 398.275 Square Yards, Bearing Property
No. A-20. Naraina Vihar, New Delhi-110028).

Sd/- Authorized Officer
For Pegasus Assets Reconstruction Private Limited
(Acting in its capacity as Trustee of Pegasus 2024 Trust 2)

Date: 08.05.2026
Place: DELHI

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused No.1
Faizan, Slo.: Islam, Rfo.: Vegabond, Delhi and accused No. 2 Sakib,
Sio.: Chand Navi, Rio.: H. No. E-49/K-135, Gali No.8, Janta Colony,
Welcome, Delhi have committed (or are suspeclted fo have
committed) the offence in a case vide FIR No.363/2019 U/S 392/411/34
IPC registered at P.5. Welcome, North East District, Delhi and it has
been returned on a warrant of arrest thereupon issued stating that the
said Faizan and Sakib could not be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that accused Faizan and Sakib are
absconded {or are concealing themselves to avoid the service of the
said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Faizan and Sakib, accused
of FIR No. 363/2019 U/S 392/411/34 IPC, P.5. Welcome, North East

District, Delhi are required to appear before the court to answer the
said complaint on or before 27.06.2026.

By Order, Deepakshi Rana,

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03,

DPIS94TINE/2026  Room No.19, First Floor, Shahdara District,
(Court Matter) Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

0SBl

Information Security Department, State Bank of India,
Globat IT-Centre, Sec-11, CEBD Belapur, Mavi Mumbai-400 614

Caorrigendum - 2
Ref: SBIGITCASD A 2026-27/50C 1442

Dated; 06.04.2026

State Bank of India {5BI) has issued Request for Proposal (RFP) for Setting up
Cyber Defence Centre. For details, please visit "Procurement Mews' at
https: Fsbi.bank.in and e-tender portal (https:Metender.sbi/5BI). Eligible
bidders, based on the criteria in the RFP notice, may obtain the full BFP upon
payment of the tender fees up to 21.05.2026, 05:00PM. Corrigendum-2 of
the RFP may be downloaded from e-tender partal (https:ffetender.sbi/SBI).
Last date and time for Bid submission:Upto 03.00 P Mon 25.05.2026

Place: Mavl Mumbai Dy. General Manager (S0C)
Date: 090520246 Information Security Department

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
No. . JHST.D./Dra.Se/Tender/Notical/ 143

Date : 06.05.2026

E-Tendering Tender Notice

Sr.Divisional Electnical Engineer (Traction Distribution} N.C. Railway, Jhansi for
and behalf of President of India invites sealed "Cpen Tender” through on Line

{E-Tendering) forthe following work

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-AUCTION NOTICE

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/G, Northiern Bailway Delhi Division
invikes bids through e-Auction through IREFPS [(hitp:llireps.gov.in/) for
the allotment of under mention contracts al following Railway
slaionsllocations:

= a:;g " D::’tz_i;%;a_ Railway Stations/Locations/Lots
it 23.05.2026 | it Nagar PRS = Total 01 Site
16-2026 at 11:00 Hrs

MNew Dathl, Delhl, Hazral NI.EHH'HJ{J-I'JIII.“
Delhi Sarai Rohilia, Karal, Modinagar,
Meerut Cantt - Total 29 MFS Units.

MPS-MAY-
01-26

25.05.2026
_ at 11:00 Hrs

Website particulars where complete

details of E-Auction can be seen. bitps:liteps.gov.in;

For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer to the link provided in
website i.e.“https://www.auction.infolarge.com” and www.axisfinance.in;

' STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8 (6) /RULE 9 (1)
OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002.

This may also be treated as notice under Rule 8(6) and Rule 9(1)
of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 to the borrower/s,
guarantor/s and mortgagor/s of the said loan about the holding of
| E-Auction Sale on the above mentioned date.

Date: 07.05.2026
Place: New Delhi

Authorized Officer
Axis Finance Limited

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

All contractors who Intend to participate in the e-auctions
conducted through E-Auction Leasing module of IREPS should
fulfill following mandatory regquirements before they can submit
their bids:

1. Registration on IREFS for E-Auchion Leasing module-Active IREFPS
User Account for E-Auction Leasing Module

Fayment of One Time Registration Fee

Current Accountin State Bank of India.

Integration of SB| Bank Account with IREPS Account.

Lien Marking of Funds,

Lpdabion of Turnover Details,

Contractors who do not have IREPS account for any module of
IREFPS can submit their online request for registration by clicking on
New Vendors | Contractors (E-Tender /E-Auction Leasing) link on
IREPS Home page.

0L

Divisional Railway Manager's Office,
Commercial Branch, State: Entry Road, Mew
Dalhi- 110055

Email: pkg.delhidivision@gmail.com

Railway Authority
to contact, in case
of any query

Tel: 011-23743084

No.: 2JACIE3E-Auction/PKG/Z026 Dated: 08.05.2026  1552/2026

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

see Section 84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
parson Kallu S/e Sandeep, Rlo Ali Ganj, Chungi Hindu Nagar,
Etah (U.P.}, has committed {or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in FIR No. B39/2020, UW/S 379/411/34 IPC, PS
Khajuri Khas, North-East Distt., Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Kallu cannot be found, and whereas it has been
shown lo my satisfaction that the said accused Kallu has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant);
Proclamation is hereby made that Kallu the said accused of
FIR No. 839/2020, U/S 379/411/34 IPC, PS Khajuri Khas,
North-East Distt., Delhi, is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complainton or before 12.06.2026.
By Order
Ms. Shruti Saraswatl
Judicial Magistrate First Class-03.
Room No.-22, 1sl Floor, North-East Distt.,
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/GOTT7/NE/2026
{Court Matter)

E-Tender No.: JH3-TD-TEMDER-2026-08, Description of work: OHE
modification work in connection with Longer loop line on 3rd line at
BURHPLURA Station in Jhansi-Bina section of Jhansi division,

Approx. Cost: ¥ 67.01,5023.99| Earnest Money/Bid Security: T 1,24 000.00

Date of closing Tender ; 29 05 2026, 15:00 pm,

Date of completion /period from Issue acceptance letber: 09 Months

{1} Tander ;mline- can be submitted up o 1500 hrs on 28.05,2026 (2} For full
details -and ‘submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website
www.ireps. gov.in 1017126 (MG)

¥ North central raitways [ | @CPRONCR EfJ www.ncrindianrailways.govin

UJVN Limited

H.O.: "UJJAWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-24B006
Telephone: 0135-2TEIE0E; Fax: (M35- 2763508
CIN NO. U401 01 URZ001SGCI25REE, Websita ; www.ujvnl.com

RO No. 333 e-TENDER NOTICE Dated : 06/05/2026
The office of Executive Engineer (Maintenance),Tiloth Power

House. Uttarkashi invites online bids from interested parties. Brief
summary of tanderis given below:

e-Tender No: 02/EE(M)/2026-27

MName of work: Hiring of one no. 26 + 1 seater bus for Tiloth Power
House Uttarkashi.

Estimated cost: $27.79,436 .00 (GST extra)

Date of availability of bid document on portal: 08.05.2026from 16:00 Hrs.
Last date for submission of bids on portal ; 29.05 2026 up to 16:00 Hrs.
For fuller & further details., kindly wvisit e-procurement portal
http:/fuktenders.gov.in

Advt: No.: SHKM/Rectt/2026/02 Closing Date: 18.05.2026

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

Advertisement for filling up the posts for S.H.K.M.
Government Medical College, Nalhar, Nuh

Eighty One (81) posts of Senior Residents are proposed to be
filled up on Tenure basis for SHKM GMC Nalhar, Nuh. The
tenure for Senior Resident posts will be for yearly basis
extendable up to a maximum 03 (three) years, subject to
satisfactory work and conduct report.

The other details like essential qualification, pay scales, fees,
application form & other terms and conditions may be
downloaded from institute website www.gmcmewat.ac.in. It
is also informed that all interested candidates may visit
institute website on regular basis for all updates regarding
date of interview, No. of posts etc. which is available only on
institute website 1.e. www.gmemewat.ac.in.

The application form will be accepted on or before 05:00 PM
of closing date 18.05.2026 through Registered/Speed post/By
hand only and application received through any other
mode will straightway rejected. The date of Scrutiny
& interview will be updated on institute website 1i.e.
www.gmcmewat.ac.in later on.

Sd/-
Superintendent
for Director
SHKM Govt. Medical College,

No. 44988/HRY Nalhar, Nuh

Executive Engineer (Maintenance)

“"Avoid wasteful use of Electricity"

e Dr. Shakuntala Misra National
@gﬁ Rehabilitation University, Lucknow

Mohaan Road, Lucknow-226 017

Email: admission@dsmoru.ac.in, website: http://dsmru.up.nic.in

Ref.-Admission-2025-26/Ph.D. Date :08 MAY, 2026

Ph.D. Admission Notice (2025-26)

The admission process for Academic Session 2025-26 commences
from 09th May, 2026. The willing candidates may apply for
admission offered by the University through online mode only. Link
for admission is available on the University website
http://dsmru.up.nic.in. For details & updated information, please
visit website regularly, Last date for filling the online application
form is 31 May, 2026. The application received after last date
shall not be entertained.

TAIh: 198/TAH.~1783( 11 )/HUAT/BH.2026-27/DSMNRU/2026-27 Tewite: 8 W, 2026 Registrar

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 84 BNSS)

Whereas complaint has been made before me thal accused
person{s) Sohan Lal S/lo Puran Singh Rio C-252, C-Block,
J.J. Colony, Sector-24, Rohini, Budh Vihar, Delhi has
committed (or i1s suspected to have committed) the offence in
Case FIR NoJ/Ct Case No. 302/2022 U/s 33 Delhi Excise Act,
PS Budh Vihar, Distt. Rohini, Delhi and it has been returned to
a Warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
person(s) Sohan Lal can not be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said accused person(s) Sohan
Lal has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service
of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused person(s) Sohan Lal of Case FIR No/Ct Case No.
302/2022 Uls 33 Delhi Excise Act, PS Budh Vihar, Distt.
Rohini, Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer
the said complaint on or before dated 11.06.2026 at 10:00 AM.

By Order

Ms. Sanyam Jain

Judicial Magistrate First Class
MNorth Distnct, Room No. 112
1st Floor, Rohini Courts, Dalhi

DP/5904/RD/2026
(Court Matter)
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PERSONAL

Itis for general information
that | Vansh Aggarwal son of
Shri Rajesh Kumar Aggarwal
residing at S-47, Sector-12
Noida, Uttar Pradesh declare
that name of my father has
been wrongly written as
Rajesh Aggarwalin my 10th
and 12th class educational
documents. The actual name
of my father is Rajesh Kumar
Aggarwal respectively which
may be amended accordingly.

0040853347-1

LYASMEN W/0O FARMAN KHAN
R/0 D-106 STEET NO.3 D-BLOCK
NOOR-ELAHI GHONDA
EXTN.DELHI-110053.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
YASMEEN. 0040853448-7

ILYASH (DOB: 20/07/2003)S/0
Sh.Pawan Sahayogi,R/0-C-
8/123,Yamuna Vihar,Delhi-
110053,have changed my
name to YASH PANCHAL,after
adding my surname,for all
purposes. 0040853448-5

LWAJEEHA SYEDA USMANI,W/O
MOHD AATIR USMANI,R/O-
6792,BERI WALA BAGH AZAD
MARKET,DELHI-110006,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME WAJEEHA
SYEDAFORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040853449-8

LVIPIN KUMAR VERMA,S/0 Om
Prakash,R/0O A-180, T/F,Meera
Bagh,Pole.No.-R-895, Paschim
Vihar,Delhi-110087,have
changed my nameto VIPIN
VERMA 0040853448-2

I,LVINOD BATRA S/o0 Kashi Ram
R/0-YP-14D, Near Gopal
Mandir,Pitampura,Delhi-
110034,have changed my
nameto VINOD KUMAR BATRA.

0040853449-2

I,MONICA AGARWAL W/0 Ankit
Saraf R/o HNo-33\Vaishali,
PitampuraDelhi-110034 have
changed my name to MONIKA
SARAF. 0040853449-4

I,Surendar Kaur Bagla W/o
Bhupinder Singh R/o Flat-No-1,
FF,Band Road,ChandanHola,
Chattarpur, New Delhi-
110074,have changed my
name to Surinder Kaur.

0040853472-1

I,Sunny Arora S/o Vikas Arora
R/0 A-5/29,F.F.,Kothi, Paschim-
Vihar, New Delhi-110063,have
changed my-name to Sunil
Arora for all-purposes.

0040853449-11

I,Sharwan Kumar,S/o Jagdish
Parsad,R/0 H.N0-68,Upper
Ground floor,State Bank
Nagar,Paschim-vihar Delhi-
110063,have changed my
name to Shravan Kumar Garg.

0040853472-3

I,SUNIL KUMAR SUBNANI S/0O
NANAK CHAND SUBNANI R/0-
A-1/110,MAYUR APARTMENT
PLOT NO-53,Sector-9,Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have changed
my name to SUNIL SUBNANI

0040853448-1

I,SUFIYAN S/O AZAD ALIR/0
H.No.217, Khatoliya Mohalla
Kalyan Singh, Mawana,
Meerut(UP)-250401 have
changed my name to
MOHAMMAD SUFIYAN.

0040853472-4

I,SUDMA PRASAD MINA,S/O-
HiraLal Mina R/o Flat577,3rd
Floor,Pkt GH-2,Baghban
Apartment Sector-
28,Rohini,Delhi-110042 have
changed my name to SUDAMA
PRASAD MINA 0040853449-7

I,SHWETA,D/0O-JAAN RAO,R/O
00 NEAR KAILASH CHAND
JEWELLERS, VIDHAYAK
CHOWKBAROLA,SECTOR-
49,GAUTAM-BUDH NAGAR,UP-
201301,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHWETA RAO,FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES

0040853472-6

I,SHIVANATH GUPTA S/O,RAM
NOHAR GUPTA R/O, H.NO B-
32,GALINO -2 VISHNU-
ENCLAVE ISMAILPUR-
FARIDABAD
HARYANA-121013,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO SHIV
NATH GUPTA. 0040852764-5

I,Prabhat Kumar,S/0-Ramesh
Chand,R/0-B-546 UG-
Floor,Kh.N0.1028,Vasant Kunj-
Enclave,Delhi-110070,had
recently changed my nameto
Ali Abbas. | have now changed
my name back to Prabhat
Kumar. 0040853450-2

I,PARMOD GARG S/0 ISHWAR
DASS GARG R/0 392, DEEPALI
ENCLAVE PITAMPURA DELHI-
110034,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PARMOD KUMAR
GARG. 0040853450-3

I,PANKAJ KUMAR,S/O
CHANDRA BHUSHAN
SINGH,R/0-401/D ROOM.NO-
13,2ND FLOOR,GALI.NO-
2,NEARMAIN ROAD
MANDAWALI,MANDA
WALLEAST DELHI,DELHI-
110092,have changed my,son’s
name from BHAVIK KUMAR
SHAURYA to BHAVIK
KUMAR,for all,future
purposes. 0040853450-6

I, TAMANNA ASHRA W/0 Vinod
Kumar Batra R/o YP-14D, Near
Gopal Mandir,Pitampura,
Delhi-110034 have changed my
name to TANNU.

0040853449-3

I Amit Khandelwal son of Vimal
Chand Nataniresident of C501
Saraswati Apartment Plot 97
IP Extension Delhi 110092
declarethatmysonis
Avyansh in Passport B8882420
and Avyansh Khandelwal in
Birth Certificate. Both are
names of same person
Henceforth he is known as
Avyansh Khandelwal.

0050288962-1

,OM PRAKASH GUPTA,S/O
SH.HARI KISHORE GUPTA,R/O-
RZ-J-7,GALI.NO-11, DURGA-
PARK,SOUTH-WEST
DELHI,NASIRPUR,SOUTH-
WEST,DELHI-110045,do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare
as under thatihave changed
my son’s name from PRINCE to
PRINCE KUMAR GUPTA and
both are same-person.

0040853472-5

I,Nikunj Prataprai Tanna,S/0
Mr.PratapraiJayantilal
Tanna,R/0O Apartment-
501,Tower-1,BPTP Park
Generations,Sector-37D,Near-
Signature
Hospital,Gurugram,Haryana-
122006,have changed my,son’s
name from MALHAAR TANNA
to MALHAAR NIKUNJ
TANNA,for all,future purposes.

0040853450-5

I,Munni Devi W/O Devanand
Shah, R/o Plot No 1 Mittal
Nagar Near Petrol Pump
Hissar, Haryana-125001. |
have changed the name of my
minor daughter Sashakti aged
about 15 years and She shall
hereafter be known as
Saraswati 0071034326-1

,MOHAMMAD ZEESHAN
USMANI,S/0 MOHD AATIR
USMANI,R/0-6792,BERI WALA-
BAGH AZAD MARKET,DELHI-
110006,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME MOHD ZEESHAN
USMANIFORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040853449-5

,MOHAMMAD DANIAL
USMANI,S/0-MOHD AATIR
USMANI,R/0-6792,BERI WALA
BAGH AZAD MARKET,DELHI-
110006,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME MOHD DANIYAL
USMANI,FORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040853449-6

LMD Alam s/o-Mohammad
Janifr/o-E-49/H-323 Janta
mazdoor colony,seelampur
Delhi-110053,have changed
my name to Mohammad Alam

0040853449-13

I,LMANOJ KUMAR S/0O NIRANJAN
KUMAR R/0O D-287,SECOND
FLOOR, VTC: NIRMAN VIHAR,
DELHI-110092 That SHIVEN and
SHIVEN VERMA is one and the
same person That my minor
son’s correct name is SHIVEN
VERMA. 0071034418-1

l,Kosar Jahan W/o Mohd Rafeeq
R/o0 H.No.11, Gali-No.8, Old
Brijpuri, Krishna-Nagar,East-
Delhi, Delhi-110051,have
changed my-name to Kausar
Jahan. 0040853449-10

I,Kartik S/o Joginder Yadav R/0
House No0.915,Urban Estate,
Sector- 21, Industrial-Complex
Dundahera, Gurugram
(Haryana)-122016,have
changed my name to Kartik
Yadav. 0040853450-1

I,Kanika Chauhan,D/O-Rajesh
Chauhan,R/0-H.NO-203,B-
BLOCK, NEAR LAL
MANDIR,ARJUN-PARK,NANGLI-
VIHAR, NAJAFGARH, DELHI-
110043,Have Changed My
Name to Kanika Chouhan
Permanently. 0040853448-3

I,KAKELAPATI VINAY
BHUSHANGA S/0 SHRI
PANDURAN RAO
KAKELAPATI,R/0 B-
2,KAKATEEYA-
APARTMENT,PLOT
No.86,I.P.EXTENSION,PATPARG
ANJ,DELHI-110092,have
changed my name to VINAY
BHUSHAN KAKERLAPATI

0040853472-7

l,Jeevan Singh Mehra,S/0-
Madho Singh,R/O-H NO-
169,Gali no-12,A-BLOCK,
Kamal-Vihar, Burari,DELHI-
110084,Have Changed My
Name to Jeevan Singh
Permanently. 0040853448-4

I,JASKIRAT SINGH
KHANNA,S/O-MAHINDER PAL
SINGH,R/0O-C-46,SECOND-
FLOOR C-BLOCK GANESH-
NAGAR,DELHI-110018. HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
JASKIRAT SINGH. 0040853448-6

I,Hemendera Kumar Sethia,
s/0-Nem Chand Sethia r/o-
26/83,2nd floor,Block-26 west
patel nagar,Delhi-110008,have
changed my nameto
Hemendra Kumar Sethia

0040853449-12

I,Gurmeet singh,s/o-kulwant
singh,r/0,DP-9,0pposite-DAV
school,Pitampura, Delhi.
declare that name of mine has
been wrriten as gurmeet singh
chahal in my policy
no.00186424,PNB MetLife life
insurance.l declare that
Gurmeet singh chahal and
Gurmeet singh are same-
person. 0040853472-8

I,FARMAN S/O KALLU R/O D-106
STREET NO.3 D-BLOCK NOOR-
ELAHI GHONDA EXTN.DELHI-
110053.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO FARMAN KHAN.

0040853448-8

I,Bhupinder Singh Bagla S/o
Harcharan Singh R/o Flat-No-
1, FF,Band Road,Chandan
Hola, Chattarpur,New Delhi-
110074, have changed my
name to Bhupinder Singh.

0040853472-2

I, MOHAMMAD IMRAN S/0
MOHAMMAD IRSHAD ANSARI
R/0 SARAIBEERU, SARAIBIRU,
JAUNPUR, KERAKAT, U.P-
222142 have changed my
miner daughter’s name From
KAHKASHA ANSARI To
KAIKASA BANO permanently.

0040853308-1

I, Amrit Kumari Khanna, wife of
Late Lt. Col. Ravinder Kumar
Khanna, resident of 5-6 Shanti
Farm House, Shahurpur
Chandan Hulla, Fatehpur Beri,
South Delhi-110074, declare
thatl have changed my name
from Amrita Kumari Khannato
Amrit Kumari Khanna.
Henceforth, I shall be known
as Amrit Kumari Khanna for all
future purposes. 0040853319-1

I,Amulya Gupta,D/0-Anil Kumar
Gupta,W/o-Himadrish
Suwan,R/0 H.No0.14/84,Ground
Floor Vikram Vihar Lajpat
Nagar Delhi 110024,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Amulya
Suwan 0040853448-9

LASHWANI KUMAR,S/O
AMBIKA PARSHAD,R/O HOUSE
NO-B-112,2ND
FLOOR,CHANDER
NAGAR,JANAKPURI,WEST-
Delhi-110058,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO ASHWANI
SHARMA. 0040853450-4

I, Zahanara D/o Mashoq Ali, R/o0
C-150B, C Block, West Vinod
Nagar, Mandawali, East Delhi-
110092, have changed my
nameto Jahan aara

0050288970-1

I, Umed Singh Bhandari S/o
Hukam Singh Bhandari, R/0
T2/S-13, Dayanand Park,
Shalimar Garden Ext-1,
Sahibabad, Ghaziabad Uttar
Pradesh-201005, have
changed my name to Umed
Bhandari. 0071034340-1

I, Taj Uddin S/o Seraj Uddin R/0
E- 331, 1st floor left side,
Jaitpur Extn. Part-2, Badarpur,
New Delhi-110044. have
change my name from Md
Tajuddinto TAJUDDIN for all
future purposes. 0040853426-1

I, Sita Gupta W/o Mr.Ram
Chandra Gupta, R/0 Ram
Chandra Gupta,Behind SBI
MIG,B-80,Ram Ganga Vihar,
Phase 1, Moradabad, Uttar
Pradesh,244001 have changed
my name to Saroj Gupta.

0071034414-1

I, Seema Jindal W/0 Sushil
Kumar R/o C-47 New Multan
Nagar, Delhi-110056 have
changed my name to Seema
Aggarwal for all future
purposes 0071034325-1

I, Santosh Kumari Dhiman W/O-
Raj Kumar Dhiman R/0-B-5/63,
Sector-8,Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my nameto
Santosh Dhiman for all
purposes. 0040853487-1

I, Sanghmitra Gautam W/o
Jitendra Singh R/o0 G-803,
Maxblis White House, Sector-
75,Noida, UP-201301, have
changed my nameto
Sanghmitra Singh for all future
purposes. 0071034299-1

I, SHRUTI SINGHAL, W/0 SH.
VINEET SINGHAL R/0 F-61 Preet
Vihar Delhi 110092. Declare
that I have changed my name
after marriage from Shruti
Guptato Shruti Singhal, Both
the name belongstome,in
future known me SHRUTI
SINGHAL FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040853337-1

I, RAKESH PATEL S/o Ramlal
Patel, 113 Village- Ramnagar
Updhan, Gaddopur, Jaunpur,
Badlapur, UP-222125, have
changed my name to RAKESH
KUMARPATEL. 0071034453-1

I, Preeti D/o Ved Singh R/o0 H No.
C2-93, Dhawarkadish Aravali
Heights Dharuhera Near RPS
School Dharuhera, Gurgaon-
123106, have changed my
name to Aavya Singh.

00710344121

I, Neha w/0 Supreet Singh r/o A-
68, Second floor, Double
Storey, Ramesh Nagar, Delhi-
110015 have changed my name
as HARPREET KAUR REKHI.

0040853307-1

I, NISHA MISHRA W/0 Pankaj
Sethi R/0 CB-26A, Hari
Nagar,New Delhi-110064
inform that NISHA MISHRA
and NISHA MISHRA SETHI both
Names are belongs to One and
the Same Person. 0071034465-1

I, Mohan S/o0 Krishan Kumar,
holder of Indian Passport No.
V1089340, R/0 Vill. Amritpur
Kalan, Distt. Karnal, Pin:
132114, Haryana, India have
changed my name Mohan and
surname Maohn. All
concerned please note.

0040853406-1

I, Md Rafeeque S/0 Jamaluddin
R/0 H.No.11, Gali-No.8, Old
Brijpuri, Krishna Nagar,East-
Delhi, Delhi-110051,have
changed my name to Mohd.
Rafeeq. 0040853449-9

I, Md Mobin S/0 Md Kudrat Ali
R/0 B- 94, Kanchan Kunj,
Madanpur Khadar Extn. Part-
2,New Delhi-110076. have
change my name from Md
Mobin Ansari to MD MOBIN for
all future purposes.

0040853362-1

I, MOHAMMAD MASAR ALIs/0
Asim Ali, G-136/17, Gali No-17,
Zakir Nagar, Okhla, Delhi-25
have changed my nameto
MASAR ALI. 0071034428-1

I, Bunny Bajaj S/o Satish Bajaj
R/06/50 W.E.A, Karol Bagh, S.O,
Central Delhi-110005, have
changed my name to Bharat
Bajaj. 0071034467-1

I Bhumika Varshney W/0 Amit
Kumar Varshney R/0 G-903,
French Apartments, Sector
16B, Greater Noida UP. 201308,
have changed my nameto
Bhumika Gupta, for all future
purposes. 0130064388-1

I Anil SharmaS/0, Prem
Shanker Sharma R/0 441 Gali
No 17 B, Main Market Sant
Nagar Burari Delhi 110084 have
changed my name to Anil
Kumar Sharma. 0040853404-1

I, Jatin Bhagat S/O Mahesh
Kumar Bhagat R/0O Apartment
No- 0201, 2 nd Floor, Tower B3,
Uniworld Gardens 2, Sector 47,
VTC: South City Il, Gurgaon-
122018, have changed the
name of my minor daughter
Huvishka Bhagat to Heer
Bhagat aged 2 years.

0071034402-1

I, TAPISH S/0 Kesh Kumar R/o
171, Block BM (West), Shalimar
Bagh, Delhi-88, have changed
my name to Tapishis name &
Surname is Singla for all
purposes. 0040853342-2

I, Inderpreet Kaur, D/o Late
Maninder Singh, W/o Naman
Gambhir R/0 A2B/172-C,
M.I.G.Flats, Near Jwala Heri
Market, Ekta Apartments,
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi-
110063, have changed my
name to Simran Gambhir,

0071034470-1

I, DeepanshuBhagat, S/O
Shribhagwan Bhagat, R/0
126/A, Gali No.-3, Meethapur
Extension, Badarpur, New
Delhi-110044, have changed
my name from Deepanshuto
Deepanshu Bhagat for all
purposes to align with my 10th
Marksheet (Roll No: 14129869)
vide affidavit dated 02-01-2026
before Notary Surjeet Singh,
Delhi. 0040853390-1

I, Deepak SharmaS/o Chandra
Prakash Sharma R/0-A709,
Divyansh Fabio GH5A,Crossing
Republic, Ghaziabad have
changed my name to Deepak
Kumar Sharma. 0071034462-1

I, Chinmay Goyal S/o Harsh
Vardhan Goyal,R/0-H.No0.57-D,
DDA,SF S-2,Flats,Motia Khan,
Delhi-110055,have changed
my minor daughter’s name
from VAANYA GOYAL to VANYA
GOEL. 0040853324-1

I, Bimla Devi w/0 Satish Kumar
Bhayana, R/0 SH-29/448, New
Moti Nagar, New Delhi-110015,
have changed my nameto
BimlaBhayana. 0040853342-1

I, Bijender Kumar S/o Roshan
Lal R/o Plot No-122, Kh No-514,
First Floor, Gali No-9, Block-G,
Punjabi Colony, Narela, Delhi-
110040, have changed my
minor son’s name from Baby
Second of Sadhanaaged 9
years to Parth forever.

0071034424-1

I, BINOD SHARMA s/o0 Suresh
Mistri, J-231/A/5, Prem Nagar.
Lal Kuan, Badarpur, Delhi-44
have changed my name to
BINOD KUMAR SHARMA.

0071034446-1

 hitherto known as Vineet S/o
Ram Kumar R/0 167/A, Satyam
Puram Colony - Jharoda Kalan
Border, Satyam Puram,
Jharoda Kalan, South West
Delhi, Delhi- 110072 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Vineet
Sharma. 0071034473-1

I Ravinder Singh Jassal S/O
Pargat Ram Jassal R/O 5B,A-
5B/A-5C,JanakPuri New Delhi-
110058 Have Changed my
Name to Ravinder Singh.

0040853449-1

| Parkash Devi Dabas w/o
Rajander Kumar Dabas R/0O
A2/129 Paschim Vihar New
Delhi have changed my name
to Parkash Dabas for all future
purposes. 0071034337-1

I Manshi Gupta D/o Pankaj
Gupta R/o House No- 689, Ward
No- 3, Near Roopan Wala Kuan,
Mehrauli, Gadai Pur, South
Delhi, Delhi- 110030, have
changed my name to Priya
Gupta 0071034420-1

I Malti Devi W/o Lal Jeet R/0 B-
34, Agar Nagr Suleman Nagar,
Kirari,North West Delhi,Pin-
110086, have changed my
name to Mani Devi

0071034437-1

l,am Arun Kumar Sharma,son
ofSatya Veer Sharma,residing
in Village Khawaspur,
Bulandshahr, Uttar
Pradesh.My rented house
at,461/7,Sec.7,
Bahadurgarh,Haryana,caught
fire,and my belongings were
burned,including my original
documents of 10th and 12th-
certificates and marksheets.
Additionally, my B.Tech degree
and marksheet, LIC-policy,and
passport were also
destroyed.A complaint
regarding this matter has
been registered with the
Haryana-Police.
Contact:8076516120.

0040853450-7

I, GNS Jagadeesh,S/0 GSS
Prakasam R/O Flat No. 142,
Block 1,BG Road,
Nyanappanahalli Mahaveer
Calyx Apartment, Behind RR
layout, Bangalore South
Karnataka, 560076 have lost
my property document as
share certificate in favor of
shri GNS Jagadeesh,
Certificate No.140 and
Property addresses A306
Informatic Apartments
Greater Noida Sector PI, Distt.
Gautam Buddha Nagar, U.P.
Finder Contact: 0071034416-1

Lost Original SALE-DEED of My
Property NS-29-Shop-No 2&3
Mianwali Nagar Paschim Vihar
New Delhi-87,Regd-No-3506,
Book-No-1,Vol-No-1990,
Pages,106-114 dated,25-06-
2014 and Regd-No0-3505,Book-
No-1, Vol-No0-1990, on pages-
97-105, dated-25-06-2014,
Finder Contact-Manju
Devi,W/0-Krishan Kumar, C-
5/3, Mianwali Nagar, New
Delhi-87 0040853448-10

Lost my Original Receipts of
Flat Booked in TRIVENI
SIGNATURE,Faridabad, Sector-
89, Haryana, forthe Flat No
R2/418 Booked Under the
Name of MR. MADHUR GUPTA,
Bearing Allotment Letter, Date
29-01-2008,Receipts Nos:
8989003403,Date-05-03-2008
amount 1,00,000/-,Receipts
Nos: 8989001076, Date 09-02-
2008 amount 98,698/-, Receipts
Nos: 8989001085, Date 11-01-
2008 amount 1,65,000/-
,Receipts Nos: 1414000614,
Date-31-07-2006 amount
65,000/-have been lost Finder
Contact-Madhur Gupta-C-
1,PH-1, Lotus Pond,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad,
U.P.201014,PH-9810828128,

0040853450-10

Lost my Original Receipts of
Flat Booked in TRIVENI
SIGNATURE,Faridabad, Sector-
89,Haryana,forthe Flat No
R2/719 Booked Under the
Name of MR. MADHUR
GUPTA,Bearing Allotment-
Letter,Date-29-01-2008,
,Receipts Nos: 8800005834,
Date-15-12-2006 amount
3,00,000/-, Receipts Nos:
8800003353, Date-19-04-2006
amount 48,000/-,Receipts Nos:
8989001084, Date-31-01-2008
amount 1,48,000/-,have been
lost Finder Contact- Madhur
Gupta-C-1,PH-1, Lotus Pond,
Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad,U.P.201014,PH-
9810828128, 0040853450-11

PROPERTY

PROCLAMATION REGUIRING
ATTERDANCE OF DEFENDRNT
(5 R Ak of ihe Lo of L
Peocedies
N THE COLAT OF BHRI MUKESH HLUMAR
GUFTA, LD. DISTRICT JUDGE
(COMMERCIAL COURT)-O7, ROOKM MO,
2 CENTRAL, EXTERSION BLOCK,
Tz HAZARI COURTE, DELH
L5 |COMM) 13842325
FUBLLAR MATIINL BARK
]

MEHAK KHAIRIA

i
i} Wi, Wahal Khajuria, Do Sh Asrok
B hajuria; Flio H Mo, 30 35 Second Floor, i
Ainck. Saket, Maw Dai- 110017, Wob
LONTE, RIETRELTST
riaid! merakkRajins 15 gmad com
Also st A-, 'W-Z1, Westam Auenus, Sank
Farms, Bah Sarl Policn Staticn, Dedl Villagn,
iOr. Aumbedkar bagsr, Mew Dehi- 110062,
D Sta. Harpresl Singh, Sio 3% Mamender
Fal Singh, Rip 1457, Beotupar, Subhash
fagar, Muga karai Chardsul, WP- 232101
WHEREAS you afe intendomaly =vading
sprne of semmon s hesby molified that |1
you shall nof defend ihe casa on the
15.05. 2026 the Say fueef o Hie Rl dispioead 1
will o et @l dptArminead] o pari
Given under mry Fatd and e e of fhe
courd, this 15042008

District Judge Commercial Cour-07,

[Camirall Tes Hazari Courts, Dalh

IPUBLIC NOTICE

My Clients Sh. Trilochan Singh
S/o Late Sh. Sardar Jeewan
Singh and Smt. Manmohan
Kaur w/o Sh. Trilochan Singh
Both R/o 8/12, Ground Floor,
Moti Nagar, Delhi-110015
hereby severed all relations
immediately with their son
Hardeep Singh and his wife
Simran Kaur due to their hostile
behaviour and disowned all of
them from all their moveable
and immovable properties; as
such anybody dealing with
them will be at their own risks
and my clients will be not
responsible in any manner
socially, morally, legally and
financially henceforth.

Rajesh Aggarwal Advocate

Personally used Antique art
pieces available on sale (on Lot
hasis) belonging to a royal family,
Individual items are not on sale.
Persons interested may Contact-
98735-B2415 at the parliest. The
prices are nagotiable there and
then, when you visit and inspect
the items physically.

A few Horses and Mares
available on sale, belonging to a
Hotel Company at Jaipaur.
Persans interested may Contact
. FO735-B240 At the earliest.
The prices are negotiable there
and then, when you visit and
inspect the animals at ous
Jaipur Hotel

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Arjun Sharma S/O Lt. Sh.
Haridas Sharma and His Wife
Mamta Sharma Both R/O E-79, Kh
No-1289, Prem Nagar-I, Kirari,
Suleman  Nagar, Near Laxmi
Narayan Mandir, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110086 Hereby Severe All
Relations and Debar Their Son
Himanshu @ Himanshu Sharma
and Daughter-In-Law Sarita Kumari
from Their Entire Movable /

Immovable Properties Due To Their
Hostile Behaviour, Disobedience and
Out of Control Nature. My Clients or
Their Family Members Shall Not Be
Responsible for Any Acts or Deeds
Done By Them Whatsover.

MAYANK ARORA
(ADVOCATE)

PUBLIC NOTICE

o hn known o all Sat | Desender Kemar

ErLekn Chird omner of G-R250-8, Frs
Foor, LIG Flek, Liveente Anad, Keshay
Fugam, Dalhi-110035, hes applied. 1or
manitan paper of the mloracakd Nal such as
argingl Possesson Lether ks been Inst
File Mo F.261478,7T3/88. An FIR
(LA No. 2B7BE5°20268) 1o ihis etect has
tredn lodged o 1he pokce-shalion crime
branck Dalhl on - deded 55052026, Any
peeson claiming any right, intrest, REding
aty bl dr Tound 0 postaision ol
nrigindl Socumenls mEy Wlesonlac
it 1he 3bive ramad pemson & abien
address/Fhone- $0904 74511 or Dy
[Mirector (LABY Housing or Directar
[Housicg ), DOA Office Vias Sadin, New
Diedhi, weiten 15 daws Iroem B2 dale of
pubkcabaan of 1his nobica.

SITUATION VACANT

RENTAL

LOST & FOUND

Lost my Original Receipts of Flat
Booked in TRIVENISIGNATURE,
Faridabad, Sector-
89,Haryana,for the Flat No
R2/610 Booked Under the
Name of MRS. RANJANA
GUPTA,Bearing Allotment-
Letter,Date-29-01-
2008,Receipts Nos:
8800003351,Date-19-04-2006
amount 48,000/-Receipts Nos:
8800003401, Date-05-03-2008
amount 1,00,000/-, Receipts
Nos: 8989001082, Date-31-01-
2008 amount 3,48,000/-have
been lost Finder Contact-
Ranjana Gupta-C-1,PH-1,Lotus
Pond, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad,
U.P.201014,PH-9810828128,

0040853450-8

Lost my Original Receipts of
Flat Booked in TRIVENI
SIGNATURE,Faridabad, Sector-
89,Haryana,for the Flat.No-
R2/609 Booked Under the
Name of MRS. RANJANA
GUPTA,Bearing Allotment
Letter,Date-29-01-
2008,Receipts Nos:
8989003402,Date-05-03-2008
amount 1,00,000/-Receipts-
Nos:8989001074,Date-09-02-
2008 amount 98,698/, Receipts
N0s:8989001083, Date 31-01-
2008 amount 1,65,000/-
,Receipts Nos: 1414000618,Date
31-07-2006 amount 65,000/-
have been lost Finder Contact-
Ranjana Gupta-C-1,PH-1, Lotus
Pond,Indirapuram,Ghaziabad,
U.P.201014,PH-9810828128,

0040853450-9

Lost my Original Receipts of
Flat Booked in TRIVENI
SIGNATURE, Faridabad, Sector-
89, Haryana,for the Flat No
R2/720,Booked Under the
Name of MR. MADHUR
GUPTA,Bearing Allotment-
Letter,Date-29-01-
2008,Receipts Nos:
1414000616,Date-31-07-2006
amount 65,000/-, Receipts Nos:
1414001532, Date-18-12-2006
amount 4,25,000/-, Receipts
Nos: 8989001075, Date 09-02-
2008 amount 2,28,648/-, have
been lost Finder Contact-
Madhur Gupta-C-1,PH-1,Lotus-
Pond, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad,
U.P.201014,PH-9810828128,

0040853450-12

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ONE BHK FLAT SPACIOUS,
VENTILATED, BEST LOCATION,
INDEPENDENT BUILDER TYPE,
GROUND, FIRST, SECOND
FLOORS, FRONT GARDEN,
BYKE-PARKING, FURNISHED/
SEMI-FURNISHED at DWARKA,
SEC-19, Tel:- 9811026970

0040853310-1

Commercially approved space
for Corporate Office,
Restaurant Or Gym at Prime
Location Paota Main Road,
Jodhpur (Rajasthan). 3500 sqft
on Second Floor. Ready to
Move. Parking Available. All
NOC taken. 9950560015,
9001238999 0110064392-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be known to all concerns that my
clients Sh. Vinod Kumar S/o Late Sh.
Puran Chand and Smt. Jasbir W/o Sh.
Vinod Kumar both R/o 56/20. Old
Rajinder Nagar New Delhi- 110060,
both Senior citizens, had disinherited,
disowned and debarred their son/Sh.
Varun Kumar and his Ex-wife Smt.
Bainey from their all movable and
immovable  properties and also
severed from all social ties from them
through Public Notice published in the
“The Indian Express and Jansatta”
dated 18.07.2020.

Being their son only, Sh. Varun
Kumar, during the Covid-19 period
and  further time to  time
matters/activities in their old ages,has
been regularly dedicated and
committed to fulfil all his duties,
obligations and  responsibilities
towards my clients Sh. Vinod Kumar
and Smt. Jasbir.

As informed that a decree of divorce
has been granted to Sh. Varun
Kumar/their son against Ms. Bainey/
wife of their by the Hon'ble Court, Tis
Hazari courts, Delhi in HMA no.
970/2020 on 31.01.2025.

Further be known to all concerns that
on the basis of Sh. Varun Kumar's
dedications and commitments towards
my clients Sh. Vinod Kumar and Smt.
Jasbir, my clients have annulled and
revoked the said Public Notice dated
18.07.2020 by the present Public
Notice thereby Sh. Varun Kumar/their
son's  expulsion, disinheritance,
disowned and debarred from all their
movable and immovable properties and
exclusion from social ties with my
clients have been re-established in
favour of their son/Sh. Varun Kumar.
By the present Public Notice, Sh. Varun
Kumar is having every kind of right,
title, claim or interest in any of our
movable and immovables properties.

Sd/-

Yogesh Kumar Gpta

Advocate

Chamber No. 7, Block-S,
Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

RECRUITMENT OF
CLERICAL
OFFICER

Apphications are invited
from qualfied candidates
with experience for a
vacan position of clerical
officer at the Mauritius High
Commission in New Delhi.
Candidates must be degree
holder, be computer
literate, multilingual and
have interpersonal
communication skills.

Duties & Saiaries: To
provide, inter-alia, support
to Registry/Administration
/Finance/Protocol and any
other cognate duties as
may be assigned. The post
carries a monthly salary of
INR 50,400 plus travelling
allowance of INR 4,500/-
Candidates should be 40
years or betow, Applications
should be forwarded at
latest by 30" May, 2026 at
the following address:

Mauritius High
Commission
EF - 41, Jesus & Mary
Marg, Chanakyapuri,
Mew Delhi — 110 021
E-mail: vacancymhcnd
@gmail.com

Date of advertisement:
9" May, 2026

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurredas aresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising inits newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

CONSTABLE |Director General and all Ranks of
SANDEEP |Border Security Force remember its
KUMAR gallant Jawan Constable Sandeep

15.01.1981 — |Kumar on his Balidan Diwas. On this

1;"‘1', ~. | 09.05.2002 [|day, he sustained grievous bullet

W, injuries while fighting militants in

i Walrama area, Kupwara, J&K and made
supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.

SH PRAMOD Director General and all Ranks of

A KUMAR Border Security Force remember its

- . ASSISTAI\,IT gallant Officer Sh. Pramod Kumar,

COMMANDANT A§sistant Commgndant on his Bal.idan
Diwas. On this day, he sustained
, . grievous injuries in an IED blast,

.y triggered by militants in Magam area,

Srinagar, J&K and made supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.
—

-
i 02.11.1970 —
"J'k"'] 09.05.2001

= CONSTABLE CONSTABLE
. SANJAY TIRKEY = 4 NINGOMBAM
13.10.1989 - NINGTHOUBA
- 09.05.2018 ~— MEITEI
4, 74 o~ 3’| 01.03.1991 -
b i f 2 fl;» 09.05.2018

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawans Constable Sanjay Tirkey and Ningombam Ningthouba
Meitei on their Balidan Diwas. On this day, they sustained grievous
injuries in an IED blast, triggered by militants in Koirengei area,
Manipur and made supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.

T @ | CONSIABLE |Director General and all Ranks of Border
Q RAJINDER |Security Force remember its gallant
.I"' Y SINGH Jawan Constable Rajinder Singh on his
- o o 01.11.1965 — |Balidan Diwas. On this day, he sustained

jj 09.05.1993 |grievous bullet injuries while fighting
: militants in Srinagar area, J&K and made
?’""" \J‘\M‘I supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.
i T CT SANJIB  |Director General and all Ranks of Border
CHATTERJEE |Security Force remember its gallant
23.05.1979 — [Jawan Constable Sanjib Chatterjee on his
09.05.2004 |Balidan Diwas. On this day, he sustained
grievous bullet injuries while fighting
militants in Bandipur area, J&K and made
supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.
SUB Director General and all Ranks of Border
INSPECTOR |Security Force remember its gallant Sub
CHANAN |Inspector Chanan Singh, on his Balidan
SINGH Diwas. On this day, he sustained grievous
| . 4 02.06.1948 _ |bullet injuries during an operation
f 09.05.1980 |against MNF hostiles in Agartala and
4 later succumbed to his injuries at GB Pant

Hospital, Agartala, Tripura.
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
o Veer Balidani DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
Head tribute to Head Constable Sita Ram of 64
Constable Sita |Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice after
Ram 64 BN |being grievously injured in a grenade
' 95-07-1944 To |attack in Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir on
9 May 1990. #CRPF salutes the
braveheart and pledges never to let his

sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidan; |PG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn

- Constable H. |tribute to Constable H. S. Rajaiah of 10
ﬂ S. Rajaiah 10 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice while

T 2 4 Bn bravely combating militants during an
¥ - . >
~ ,‘d16—03-1967 Tol@mbush in Chandigarh on 9 May 1992.

#CRPF salutes the braveheart and pledges
never to let his sacrifice go in vain.
INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE (ITBP)
Head
Constable
Ganga Prasad |Ganga Prasad of 4th Battalion, who laid

L~ ‘a " 09-05-1992

ITBP salutes its braveheart Constable

down his life in the line of duty on this

day in Arunachal Pradesh in 2019.

Constable ITBP salutes its braveheart Constable
Mukesh
Kumar Mukesh Kumar of 49th Battalion, who made

the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty on

this day in Arunachal Pradesh in 2020.

ITBP  salutes its
bravehearts  Lance
Naik Rajender Mohan
Bhandari, Constable
Omkar Singh &
Constable Subhash
| Singh of 11th Bn, who
made the supreme

Lance Naik Constable Constable

Rajender Omkar Singh Subhash |sacrifice in the line of
Mohan Singh duty on this day in
Bhandari

Punjab in 1991.

Sashastra Seema Bal solemnly remembers the
extraordinary courage and selfless sacrifice of SI (GD)
Amal Sarkar (PMG) of 15th Bn SSB, who laid down his
life in the service of the Nation. Nine years ago, while
valiantly leading an operation against NDFB militants
in the dense Manas forest of Assam, he attained
martyrdom, exemplifying the highest traditions of
Sub Inspector |hravery and dedication. In recognition of his supreme

(GD) sacrifice, Sub Inspector (GD) Amal Sarkar was
"Amal Sarkar |5osthumously awarded the Police Medal for Gallantry
on Independence Day, 2022. His legacy of courage, valor and
unwavering devotion to duty will forever inspire generations to come.
On this day, Sashastra Seema Bal pays
heartfelt tribute to the indomitable
courage and supreme sacrifice of Shri
i A. C. Kumar, Deputy Inspector General

= = glof DO Imphal and Naik (GD) L.

|- Ranjan Singh of GC Imphal (16th Bn

f 1 SSB) Twenty Nine years ago, while

o rNaik (GD)I bravely confronting an attack by

Kumar D L Rani unidentified assailants at the

Y- - hanjan - nivisional Headquarters of the

Inspector Singh Manipur and Nagaland Division in
General

| Imphal, these valiant personnel laid
down their lives in the line of duty. Their unwavering dedication,
exemplary valor and selfless service to the Nation will forever be
remembered with deep respect and gratitude.

“SASHASTRA SEEMA BAI?

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

TENDER MOTICE Mo.: AGC-ELG-T-04-2026-27 Date: 07.05.2026

E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr. Divisional Elacirical Enginear (Genaeral] M. G Railway, Agra for and bahsalf
of President of India invites "Cpen Tender” through on fine only (E-Tendering) for
the following works.

Tender Mo.: AGC-ELG-T-04-2028-27

Mame of work with its location & Completion Period: Miscellaneous works under
SEEPDholpurfor 02 years Completion perlod: 24 maonths

Approx. Cost of the work: Rs. 27TEE40. 08/~ (including GST)

For full detaits and subméssion of tid please see the Indian Ralways websile
wwhwireps. gov.in, Tenders can only be submitted through web  portal
www.ireps. gov.in up to 15,00 hrs, on 29,05.2026, 1021/26 (ADM)
Lf] Morth central rallways & www.nerindlanrallways.govin 3¢ @ CPRONCR

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Gr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Harish @ Yasin, S/o: Babu Lal Kanojia, R/o:
H.No-E-2319, JJ Colony, Bawana, Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case
FIR No.: 641/2017, Dated.: 19/08/2017, U/s: 376/506 IPC
& 4 POCSO Act, P.S. Narela, Delhi and it has been
refurned to a warrant of arrest thereupon 1ssued that the
said Harish @ Yasin cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Harish @
Yasin has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Harish @ Yasin of P.S. Narela, Delhi is required io
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or

before 09.06.2026.
elore By Order

Sh. Amit Sahrawat
ASJ-01, (POCS0), North, Room No. 306, 3" Floor,

DP/6037/0ON2026 Rohini Courts, Delhi
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* CROSSWORD 5984

i - 3 4 |5 & 7 a

] 10
i1
1 1 14
15 18
17
|
i rd
Bl 27
28 3
a0 o]
ACROSS DOWN

1Give account about being dead (6) 1A spot of wet weather (8)
4 Reckon teatime’s been changed 2Instructs or admonishes (8)
8 3Book reveals author’s self-

9 Toss a coin with me for profit (6) dedication (4)

10 Bar a note in an introductory 5 Direct speech? (8,4)

piece (8) 6 American business contract with
12 Obstinate but said to be practical aPeruvian (4)

person (4) 7 A charming thing to wear (6)

13 Matter for thought (5)
14 In ancient myth she became a

8 One from a dozen players (6)
11Heisn’tagood forecaster

goddess (4) (7,2,3)

17 Lead kept by a crafty bounder? 15Hi-fiisin Latin I hear (5)
(34,5) 16 Restrictionon a

20 Was this early movie a nicely nobleman (5)

modest production? (6,6) 18 First class student? (8)
23 Short piece of late news (4) 19 Unauthorised demand for
24 Work of monumental stupidity suspension (5,3)

(5) 21 Fastened securely but

25 Sort of brake on the turntable? (4) escaped (6)

28 Be snooty in speech and 22 Seal is broken revealing
overbearing in argument (4,4) passages (6)

29 Four disappear from the 26 Nothing to the German
merrymaking being lustful (6) although it’s his

30 Captivated by the Venus de Milo?  frontier (4)

(8) 27 Successful conclusion
31Language for man to concoct (6) to aboard meeting (4)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5983 ACROSS: 1Craft, 4 Dilemma, 8 Rib, 9 Task
force, 10 lliness, 11 Omits, 13 Ranged, 15 Stalks, 18 Bleat, 19 Call for, 21 Soon
after, 23 Nip, 24 Thistle, 25 Clyde DOWN: 1 Carrier, 2 Ambulance, 3 Tithe, 4
Desist, 5 Left out, 6 Mar, 7 Areas, 12 Idle fancy, 14 Extract, 16 Scruple, 17
Scythe, 18 Beset, 20 Lyric, 22 Obi.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the
answer for the given quip.

___Or____,nowasevet, is nature's inexorable imperative -
H G Wells (5,.,6)

KWAAE | IORDPT
00 ® 00
FKIRS ELNOHP

SIBMOH-

aAlleladwl 8|qeloxaul S,ginjeu s “J1ans se mou ‘ysiiad 1o 1depy :yIMSNY
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NOTICE INVITING E- TENDER
COMCOR invites E-Tendar in Singla Packof System of tondering for the following work:-

e OVERTHE HEDGE

WAIT. .YOU'RE THROWING A
PARTY TO WELLOME WINTER...
FEATURING DORIS, A
POLE-DANCING BEART?

DO YOU THINK 1T5 BETTER
TO LIVE IN STUPERNING
SECURITY..

LOR TO TARE RSKS
AND LIVE LI\FE ON
ﬂE :

S

Temdar Ho. COMiAras-IEPNCD-Mandideen/E-191 2630 26-27

Hama of Wark Davaloomunt of 7,800 Sgm (Appron ) Kachcha Yard ansa
stk =50 OO Block Pavement at 120- Mandideep {Bhopal)

Edtimated Cogl "411.49L;|hh¢.5im;lu;|ir_mﬂ EET]

Complation Periad 06 {Six) months

Earnest Mamey Dapasii ¥ 3,55,745.00 {Trree Laks Fi fiy-Five Therusared Seven

Hundred Fariy-F e Fupases Only)

Cost of Tender Document (Nor-refundable) | HIL

BY MICHAEL FRY & TLEWIS
SHE ALWAYSKEEPS | MODESTY
. WE KEEP IT | 1
B-RATED. HER HAT ON. I.E Hh

TR R, Sy & T W] AL IO

BY BILL WATTERSON

I THINK TS BEITER TO
DANGER AND

ACCEPT I TAKE T BY YOUR
LINE TO THE FULLEST!

SILENCE THAT YOU
AGREE ...

HERE'S
YOUR
LUNCH,

| THINK YOu
GAVE ME

BITSY'S

| LUNCH!

0 by M At s Bysdbpit, S ekl rgME maird

DIFFICULTY LEVEL [

4sINSTRUCTIONS -

To solve a Sudoku

puzzle, every digit from 3 8 _ 2
1to 9 must appear in 8
each of the nine vertical

columns, in each of the 6 113
nine horizontal rows |
and in each of the nine | 1

boxes. g ' 8 | 6 | 4 |

SUDOKU 6313

DIFFICULTY LEVEL - | / !

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy; B 2 Q -

3s = Medium; 4s = Hard; e
Ss =Very Hard; 4 3

SOLUTION SUDOKU 6312

=l o~wnnoe o s
whn|o o o|la o
m.ﬂ.m —1.1:.:1 o MO
~Nlo alwn olse 0o
oo olsoalvwwn
m'm'-h Eﬂ.m--d m'—t.m
aln o= wle onlw
o vlo|n ~wlo s -
© - wlo s olno~

6s = Genius

UJVIN LTD.
H.0.: '"UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephone: 0135 - 2763808, Fax 0135-2763508

CIN HoAMD1HMURI0N S GL0ISEEE, HBI:lII:tI : www.upmil.com
Letler Mo 381 Addendum/Corri Oated 07052026
The clarification tothe QUEFIEE.l'iTI'DdIfICEEIDn in I:nd condition against g-NIT
Mo.: DAEEICiviliMT/2026-27 invited by this office has been uploaded on
e-portal as addendumfcorrigendum-1. The other terms & conditions of
bid document & bid submission date will ramain same
Details of subsequent addendumdcomigendum/ canceliation etc. may be
obtained from e-procurement portal http:/luktenders. gowv.in”

Tendes Procassing Fee (Non-refundabie) - dinclusiva all faxas & dulies Tkrough a-paymant]

Date of sads of Tender (ondineg)] (05 05 2006 (hom 500 brs ) o 02.08.2025 (up bo 1700 brs)
Date & Time of submission of Tender fonling} | (153,06 2076 up 10 17 u:u:l hrs

Date & Time of Opening of Tender {onlne) | 08,065 5026 at 1500 b

For financial ebgiviiy cotena, axperence wih mepact 1o sivilar ’-a‘.-.ren‘m:n-: &0, ieass redar 1o detalied Endar
notice svakable on website wwasonconndiice.in but the complets tender documenl can be downicaced from
wabsile wawiandersizand com/CCIL ondy Furines, I:crnganwnl Addendum 1o this Tender, o any, wil be
mubiisRyad 00 Wesiia Wi CONCOMNCiE C0. 1N, wew Enderwizard comiCek and Central Procurement Poriai {CRP)
anky. Mewspansr prass advenisement shall nat be issued for the sama Group General Manager (Projects)

Preang ho.; 01141222500

Executive Enginear (Civil) Mori-Tiuni Project, Dakpathar
“ABuoid Wasteful use of Ell.':tlr'lqtll;',f"

@ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tendering Tender Notice

Dhvisional Hailway Manager (Works) MG Railway, Jransi for and behalf of
Prasident of India invites sealed "Open Tender” through on Line (E-Tendering j far
the following work.

AXIS FINANCE LIMITED

(CIN U65921MH1995PLC212675)

Axis House, C-2, Wadia International Centre, Pandurang Budhkar
Marg, Worli, Mumbai — 400 025

A

AE15 FINANCE

E-Public Auction-cum-Sale Notice
E Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation
and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act 2002 read with provision to Rule 8 (6) and Rule 9 (1) of Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby givento the publicingeneral andin particular to the Borrower/s,
Guarantor/s and Mortgagor/s, that the below described immovable properties
mortgaged / charged to Secured Creditor, the SYMBOLIC POSSESSION
of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Axis Finance Limited,
Secured Creditor, will be sold on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS”,
and “WHATEVER THERE IS” and “WITHOUT RECOURSE BASIS”, as on
25.05.2026 for recovery of the SARFAESI Act where under you can tender
the entire amount of outstanding dues of Rs. 70,86,785/- (Rupees Seventy
lakhs Eighty Six Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty Five Only) as
on 05.05.2026 [amount o/s as on the date of the demand notice dated
26.04.2025 issued u/s 13(2) of SARFAESI Act - INR. 64,60,699/- (Rupees
Sixty Four Lacs Sixty Thousand Six Hundred and Ninety Nine Only) due
as on 05.04.2025] with further interest at the contractual rates, along with
default/penal interest and other charges etc., till final payment / realization
from the Borrower / Mortgagors / Guarantors, i.e. (1) AMAN KUMAR JHA
(2) RITA JHA and (3) INDRESH JHA. The Description of Assets, Reserve
Price (RP), Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and Details of Sale are as below:

SCHEDULE - |

Description of Immovable Secured Asset

MOHALLA KANPUR GALI, NEPALI KOTHI, THANA — CHOWK, PATNA
CITY, SRO — PATNA CITY, ANCHAL SADAR PATNA, CIRCLE NO. 182,
OLD WARD NO. 34/28, NEW WARD NO. 53, TAUZI NO. 139, KHATA NO.
546, PLOT NO. 1597, JAMABANDI NO. 169, DISTRICT — PATNA, STATE
— BIHAR — 800008.

And Boundaries of the House / Plot:

East — SELF HOUSE

West — LATE SUBHASH CHANDRA KAPOOR HOUSE

North — PCC ROAD 11 FT.

South — LATE SUBHASH CHANDRA KAPOOR HOUSE

SCHEDULE - I
DETAILS OF E-AUCTION

E-Tandarhlu JHS-ENGG- E-E{IEB-WE | Approx Cost ;| 457434000

DEEEﬂpItﬂI‘I of work : Jhansl [!Iuli:iun Supply of potable drinking water in
the section of ADEM/MBA & ADENBNDAunder the jurisdiction of Sr.DEMN/East
for 18 months

Earnest Money. ! 90500.00 | Date of closing Tender. @ 29.05_2026 at 15:00 hrs.

Date of completioniperiod from issue acceptance letter | 18 Months.

* Tender onling can be submitbed up o 15:00 hrs on 29.05.2026 « For full details
and submission of bid please ses the Indian Rallways website

Description of Property /s As per SCHEDULE - |

On: 25.05.2026
Time: From: 11:00 am TO 12:00 noon
with unlimited extensions of 5 minutes each

Date & Time of e-Auction

Date & Time for Bid On: 23.05.2026
Submission Before: 04:00 pm

Reserve Price: INR. 1,04,50,764/- (Rupees One Crore Four Lakhs Fifty
Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty Four Only)
* Price below which the Flat /property/s will not be sold

Earnest Money Deposit (10% of RP): Rs. 10,45,076/- (Rupees Ten
Lakhs Forty Five Thousand and Seventy Six Only)

Bid Increment Amount: Rs. 1,00,000/- (Rupees One Lac Only).

Contact Person Details & Mob. Nos.: Mr. Ayan Bhattacharya, Mob:
9811710558

For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer to the link provided in
website i.e. https://www.auction.infolarge.com and www.axisfinance.in;

STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8 (6) /RULE 9 (1)
OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002.

This may also be treated as notice under Rule 8(6) and Rule 9(1)
of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 to the borrower/s,
guarantor/s and mortgagor/s of the said loan about the holding of
E-Auction Sale on the above mentioned date.

Date: 06.05.2026
Place: New Delhi

Authorized Officer
Axis Finance Limited

WWW.iraps.gov.in

1014526 (AS)
B cPRONCR [ §] Morth cenbrad rallways I,:._,':i":nrnn:rls.' ) CPRONCR (& wwwnir indiansdlways govis

&7 BIHAR SCHOOL EXAMINATION BOARD

NOTICE INVITING e-Tender
Tender Notice No. : PR 101/2026

Bihar School Examination Beoard invites bids through
e-procurement from all Prospective Bidders for “Service Provider
for the design, development, deployment and support of a GPS-
based School Mapping System with mobile and web
applications for digital data capture, validation, centralised
visualization and management of school data across Bihar".
Bidders are requested to refer the bid document for details of scope,
estimated cost and other terms and conditions. The tentative dales
are given hereunder:

Tender Schedule

Date/Time: Duration

From: 12/05/2026 (16:00 Hrs.)
to 02/06/2026 (16:00 Hrs.)
{hitps:/leproc bihar.gov.in)

20/05/2026 at 12:30 Hrs.
(Bihar School Examination Board,
Sinha Library Road, Patna-B00017)

02/06/2026 up to 16:00 Hrs.
(hitps:/leprocZ. bihar.gov.in)

Date and Time for Activity

Online Sale/ Download Date of
Tendar Documents

Pre-Bid Meeting

Last Date! Time for Submission/
upleading of Online Bid

Last Date and Time for
submission of EMD In Hard
Copy/Original

{Only in case of BG)

04/06/2026 up to 14:00 Hrs.

Date & Time for Opening of 04/06/2026 at 15:00 Hrs

Technical Bid {hﬂps {leproc2. bihar.gov.in)
Date & Time for Opening of Date to be announced later | I::n:».-
Financial Bid Competent Authority.

25.900/- (Five Thousand Mine
Hundred Rupees Only)
(Non-Refundable)

¥3,540/- (Three Thousand
Five Hundred Forty Rupees Only)
(Mon-Refundable)

2.2,00,000/- (Two Lakh
Rupees Only) (Refundable)

* Contact Details: Nodal Officer, Mobile No.: +31 62999 23085,
E-Mail ID: eproc-bseb-bih{@gov.in/ eproc.bseb@gmail.com

* Note: Bihar School Examination Board reserves the right o accepl/
cancel raschedule withoul assigning any reasons, Prospective bidders
are advised o regularly visit hittps:/leproc.bihar.gov.in. Corrigendum/
Amendments atc., if any, will be notified on this portal only and no separate

Cost of the Tender Documeant

Tender Processing Fee

Earnest Money

advertisement will be made. Secretary

BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly owned by Government of Karnataka undertaking)
HE (CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through KPP Portal)

BESCOM invites tenders vide Enquiry No.: BESCOM/2026-27/
SE0458 through KPP portal platform from eligible Bidders for
“Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract (CAMC)
of Passive Components at BESCOM Data Center, HSR
Layout, Bengaluru for 2 years”.

Bid Documents available: 08.05.2026, 04:00 P.M. onwards.
The Tenders can be obtained through KPP portal web-site
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Aspiring Bidders need to
register on KPP portal. Further Bidders can take assistance
with KPPP help desk contact numbers (080-46010000, 080-
68948777) or email at support@eprochelpdesk.com.

Sd/-
For Electricity related complaints call: 1912
Download “BESCOM Mithra” Mobile APP

@

The General Manager
(ICT & MIS.), BESCOM

*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): This is the perfect day to enjoy
the company of friends as well as siblings, relatives and
neighbours. A warm discussion with someone might
prompt you to make some future goals. Tonight: Define
some goals.

l‘Y‘)

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): You make a greatimpression
on everyone! This is obviously the day to make your pitch or
ask for approval or permission for something. Tonight:
You're noticed. Make this work for you.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Today you might be at-
tracted to someone who is “different.” You might visit
someplace different by travelling or exploring your own
city. Tonight: Learn something new and exciting.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Keep your pockets open
today, as gifts, goodies and favours from others will come
toyou. Thisis agood day to push arelationship into some-
thing more committed, because affection and passion are
intertwined. Tonight: Check finances and red tape matters.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Enjoy warm relations with those
who are closest to you today — partners, spouses and dear
friends, because the Moon is opposite your sign dancing
beautifully with fair Venus. This promotes pleasant feelings
between you and everyone around you. Major bonus! To-
night: Be prepared to go more than halfway.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): A work-related romance might
begin today for some of you. Others might strike up aflirta-
tion thatisloosely related to owning a pet. Someone might
seek your advice today about how to make something look
better. Tonight: Make some effort to get better organised.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): This is an excellent day for ro-
mantic relationships. You will feel protective about a loved
one. Romance with someone from another culture might
begin for some of you. Tonight: Socialise.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 - NOV 23):Enjoy relaxing at home
today. You might want to entertain at home on a small scale
—something simple but warm and friendly. Romance is fa-
voured. A guest or arelative might bring you a gift. Tonight:
Relax at home.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): This is a wonderful day
for writers, teachers, actors and anyone who wants to
make their point in an eloquent way. Enjoy short trips. If you
can'ttravel far, then travel close. Tonight: Learn something
new through interesting discussions.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Your financial scene is
favoured today. If you're working, perhaps you can boost
your earnings. Respect your moneymaking ideas. Tonight:
Clean or repair something you own.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): Today you will have pleas-
antinteractions with others. Have a good time. Enjoy good
food and drink. You also might want to do something to
beautify your home. Romance is definitely favoured! To-
night: You have a slight advantage!

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Today is a good day to catch
your breath and enjoy some solitude. You might want to
share time with family or friends at home. You also might
want to redecorate or make where you live more attractive.
Tonight: Take amoment to enjoy some peace and quiet.

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED
(A Gowt. of India Underteking)

Vijaipur-473111, Dist, Guna (MP
(An ISO-9001, 14001 & OHSAS 18001 Unit)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
E-Tenders are invited in Two Part Bid System for NIT No. NFYPICICOVZ3TS for
“Miscellaneous Civil Works in Factory Area, at NFL Vijaipur Unit®,
Estimated Value Rs, 134 69 Lakh+GST, Submission of fenders documents of
last date is 29.05.2026, 15.00 hrs. For further details and downloading of

Tendra-r Documents  wisit  websiles http:/inationalfertilizers.com,
p:/fetenders.gov.in.  For any  clarification, please intimate on:
jT'iI' rajput@nfl.co.in. Ph.O21T27ETH1. Any amendment! modification fo the
3 will be displayed only on above websites. Bidders are advised to visit the
atn:u'.'& websites regulariy.

NAME OF
SR. BOARD CORP./
No. AUTH

OLD REFERENCE/
NIT NO.

NIET-03/TS/FBD/2025-26, DATED 26.12.2025

1 HVPNL
INSTALLED AT 220 KV S/STN. BBMB BALLABGARH
(TENDER ID- 2025_HBC_493148_1)

(DNIT NO. 98983) DISTRICT- FARIDABAD

NIET-07/TS/FBD/2025-26, DATED 26.12.2025

2 HVPNL

PANEL SET BY HVPNL
(TENDER ID_1- 2025_HBC_493149_1)
(DNIT NO. 136911) DISTRICT- FARIDABAD

NIET-08/TS/FBD/2025-26, DATED 26.12.2025

3 HVPNL

(TENDER ID_1- 2025_HBC_493151_1)
(DNIT NO. 136953) DISTRICT- FARIDABAD

NIET-09/TS/FBD/2025-26, DATED 26.12.2025

4 HVPNL

(TENDER ID_1- 2025_HBC_493153_1)
(DNIT NO. 136955) DISTRICT- FARIDABAD

NIET-10/TS/FBD/2025-26, DATED 26.12.2025

5 HVPNL

(TENDER ID_1- 2025_HBC_493154_1)
(DNIT NO. 136959) DISTRICT- FARIDABAD

NIET-11/TS/FBD/2025-26, DATED 26.12.2025

6 HVPNL FARIDABAD (3B4144)

(TENDER ID_1- 2025_HBC_493155_1)
(DNIT NO. 138121) DISTRICT- FARIDABAD

NIET-12/TS/FBD/2025-26, DATED 26.12.2025

7 HVPNL

(TENDER ID_1- 2025_HBC_493156_1)
(DNIT NO. 138129) DISTRICT- FARIDABAD

NIET-13/TS/FBD/2025-26, DATED 26.12.2025

8 HVPNL OFF ARRANGEMENT OF 66KV D/C PALLA-A4 LINE

(TENDER ID_1- 2025_HBC_493157_1)
(DNIT NO. 138189) DISTRICT- FARIDABAD

NIET-14/TS/FBD/2025-26, DATED 26.12.2025

9 HVPNL

(TENDER ID_1- 2025_HBC_493158_1)
(DNIT NO. 138256) DISTRICT- FARIDABAD

NIET-15/TS/FBD/2025-26, DATED 26.12.2025

10 HVPNL TO (2X160 PLUS 1X100) MVA, 220/66 KV T/F BY HVPNL

(TENDER ID_1- 2025_HBC_493160_1)
(DNIT NO. 138090) DISTRICT- FARIDABAD

NIET-16/TS/FBD/2025-26, DATED 26.12.2025

11 HVPNL

(TENDER ID_1- 2025_HBC_493161_1)
(DNIT NO. 143559) DISTRICT- FARIDABAD

NIET-17/TS/FBD/2025-26, DATED 26.12.2025
12 HVPNL FARIDABAD

(TENDER ID_1- 2025_HBC_493162_1)
(DNIT NO. 143557) DISTRICT- FARIDABAD

13 HVPNL (ONLINE TENDER ID NO. 2026_HBC_518692_1)

14 HVPNL (ONLINE TENDER ID NO. 2026_HBC_518684_1)

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.'gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

“"IMPORTANT™

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its nevwspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
Nnecessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

Gy GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA e

(2025590B95BF 7B73 4486 8EC1 ECDF6FED542B976HVP), FOR REPLACEMENT OF 2 NOS.
220KV OLD, OBSOLETE AND MANUAL OPERATED AND 17 NOS. OLD, OBSOLETE AND MANUAL
OPERATED 66 KV ISOLATORS WITH NEW MOTORIZED 220 KV AND 66 KV ISOLATORS

(REFERENCE NO. 2025A8646312 E01C 427E BOD2 7935D84C677F976HVP), FOR
AUGMENTATION OF 220KV SUBSTATION SECTOR 58, FARIDABAD FROM (2X160) MVA,
220/66KV PLUS 2X25/31.5 MVA 66/11 KV T/FS TO (2X160) MVA, 220/66KV PLUS (3X25/31.5)
MVA 66/11 KV T/FS ALONG WITH EXTENSION OF CONTROL ROOM AND PROVIDING NEW 11KV

(REFERENCE NO. 2025FCB580A5 EC8D 40C89C45 1DFC3FDDC93D976HVP), FOR
AUGMENTATION OF 66KV SUBSTATION BADROLA FROM (2X25/31.5) MVA TO (3X25/31.5)
MVA, 66/11 KV T/FS ALONG WITH CONTROL ROOM EXTENSION BY HVPNL

(REFERENCE NO. 20259DB7567D 0BB3 47C6BDAD 79FD7B4F2AAB976HVP), FOR
AUGMENTATION OF 66KV SUBSTATION DHUJ FROM (2X12.5/16) MVA TO (2X25/31.5) MVA,
66/11 KV T/FS (T/F T-1) ALONG WITH EXTENSION OF CONTROL ROOM BUILDING BY HVPNL

(REFERENCE NO. 2025D0C83373 D83C 4844 ACB8 7E323C24E9DC976HVP), FOR
AUGMENTATION OF 66KV SUBSTATION DHUJ FROM (2X12.5/16) MVA TO (2X25/31.5) MVA,
66/11 KV T/FS (T/F T-2) ALONG WITH EXTENSION OF CONTROL ROOM BUILDING BY HVPNL

(REFERENCE NO. 2025D3F6467E 4952 492C BE6E B8945C641D82976HVP), FOR CREATION OF
1 NO. 33KV BAY AT 66KV USA TO ACCOMMODATE 33KV LINE TO 33KV S/STN. IAC (DHBVNL),

(REFERENCE NO. 2025727D87D2 07AD 46AD AF8C 7ABE36DA87F4976HVP), FOR PROVISION
OF 1X25/31.5MVA, 66/KV STANDBY TF AT 66KV SUBSTATION A2 FARIDABAD BY HVPNL

(REFERENCE NO. 20253CB5D745 36EA 43A8 BC1C 5206ECFA09E8976HVP), FOR CREATION OF
1 NO. 66 KV INCOMING BAY AT 66/KV SUBSTATION BHUPANI TO ACCOMMODATE EXISTING T-

(REFERENCE NO. 20252524232A 4825 4501 90F6 9738F2438690976HVP), FOR
AUGMENTATION OF 220KV SUBSTATION PALI FROM 3X25/31.5MVA, 66/11KV T/FS PLUS
1X25/31.5, 66/11KV (HOT) T/F TO (4X25/31.5) MVA, 66/11 KV T/FS

(REFERENCE NO. 20250723AB5B 7557 4BE9 B930 BFOFDC524CF1976HVP), FOR
AUGMENTATION OF 220KV SUBSTATION PALI FROM (2X100 PLUS 1X160) MVA 220/66KV TF

(REFERENCE NO. 202505EFO03FE D7DE 4BFA 9F6E D5247E61A494976HVP), FOR
AUGMENTATION OF 66KV SUBSTATION PARTAP STEEL FROM (2X 12.5/16) MVA TO
(1X25/31.5 PLUS 1X12.5/16) MVA, 66/11 KV T/FS ALONG WITH REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING
11KV PANEL SET WITH NEW MATCHING CAPACITY 11KV PANEL SET

(REFERENCE NO. 2025C8921F9D 2FFC 4E3F BDCB 96C8C4069BE0976HVP), FOR CREATION OF
04 NO. 66 KV LINE BAYS AT 66 KV SUBSTATION ESCORT II TO ACCOMMODATE LILO
ARRANGEMENTS OF 66KV D/C NORTHERN INDIA-A2 LINE AT 66 KV SUBSTATION ESCORT II,

NIT NO. 11/CWD-2/VOL-XX/HVPN/2026-27, DATED 30.04.2026

NIT NO. 10/CWD-2/VOL-XX/HVPN/2026-27, DATED 30.04.2026

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

NODAL
OFFICER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM

THE DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 01.06.2026 (FARIDABAD)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

THE DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 01.06.2026 (FARIDABAD)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

THE DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 01.06.2026 (FARIDABAD)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

THE DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 01.06.2026 (FARIDABAD)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

THE DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 01.06.2026 (FARIDABAD)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

THE DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 01.06.2026 (FARIDABAD)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

THE DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 01.06.2026 (FARIDABAD)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

THE DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 01.06.2026 (FARIDABAD)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

THE DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 01.06.2026 (FARIDABAD)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

THE DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 01.06.2026 (FARIDABAD)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

THE DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 01.06.2026 (FARIDABAD)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

THE DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 01.06.2026 (FARIDABAD)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

DATE OF OPENING BID 08.05.2026
(11:00 HRS)
LAST DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 14.05.2026 (13:00 HRS)

. 0172-2583789
www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in
(SOCIETIES & CONTRACTORS) (HISAR)

DATE OF OPENING BID 08.05.2026
(11:00 HRS)

LAST DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS

EXTENDED UPTO 14.05.2026 (13:00 HRS)

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in pro@hvpn.org.in

(SOCIETIES & CONTRACTORS) (HISAR)

No. 44995/HRY




