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Political row 
in Punjab after
twin explosions

CHANDIGARH

Two low-intensity explosions

within a span of a few hours

were reported near military

areas in Amritsar and

Jalandhar in Punjab on

Tuesday. Punjab Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann blamed the

Bharatiya Janata Party over

what he termed “small blasts”,

while State police chief Gaurav

Yadav attributed them to

Pakistan’s Inter-Services

Intelligence. » Page 10

Hindi exam for
Maharashtra govt. 
sta� opposed

MUMBAI

Marathi language groups and

the Maharashtra Navnirman

Sena have opposed a State

government notification

announcing Hindi exams for 

its employees. According to the

notification, a Hindi exam will

be held for gazetted o�icers

and non-gazetted employees

of the government on June 28 

at four centres. » Page 3

Bihar Cabinet: no
word on Nishant
Kumar’s inclusion 

PATNA

Ahead of the Cabinet

expansion of the Samrat

Choudhary-led National

Democratic Alliance

government in Bihar on

Thursday, Patna witnessed

intense political activities.

There was speculation that

Nishant Kumar, son of former

Chief Minister and JD(U)

president Nitish Kumar, could

be inducted into the new

Cabinet. However, no o�icial

confirmation has come out yet

on his inclusion. » Page 11
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NCRB REPORT

Overall crime rate drops
6%, cybercrimes go up
NEWS » PAGE 12

DELIGHTFUL DAY

Sunrisers crush Kings,
climb to the top
SPORT » PAGE 15

FIRST VISIT

India likely to host
Rubio for talks in May
NEWS » PAGE 10

T
amil Nadu Gover-
nor Rajendra Vish-
wanath Arlekar is

learnt to have asked Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) president C. Joseph
Vijay, who on Wednesday
evening staked claim to
form the next government,
to produce letters demon-
strating support of 118
MLAs, the majority mark
in the 234-member
Assembly.

Earlier, the Congress,
which won �ve seats as
part of the Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam alliance,
snapped its over 20-year-
old ties with the Dravidian
major and extended sup-
port to the TVK. It is learnt
the party could be o�ered
two Cabinet berths if the
TVK forms a coalition
government.

The TVK won 108 seats
in the Assembly election.
Mr. Vijay has to resign one
of his two seats, while one
of the MLAs-elect would
become the Speaker, who
can vote only during a tie.
Hence, with the Congress’s
backing, the coalition’s
numbers will only be 111
and the TVK needs the
backing of seven more
legislators.

Mr. Vijay, along with the
party’s senior leaders, met
the Governor, who arrived
in the afternoon from Kera-
la, where too he holds the
gubernatorial post. At the
Lok Bhavan, sources said
Mr. Arlekar asked Mr. Vijay
to demonstrate the num-
bers before he could be in-
vited to form the govern-
ment. Legally, the
Governor is entitled to sa-
tisfy himself about such
proof since the cumulative
number of legislators be-
longing to the DMK front

(68) and the All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (AIADMK) front (53)
exceed those of the legisla-
tors backing Mr. Vijay. 

The Governor also dis-
solved the 16th Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly with
e�ect from Tuesday.

AIADMK senior leader
K.P. Munusamy, following
a meeting of legislators and
functionaries chaired by
party general secretary
Edappadi K. Palaniswami,
categorically told journal-
ists that reports claiming
the AIADMK would sup-
port the TVK “were not
true”. The DMK’s allies,
the Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist), the CPI, and
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi, which won two
seats each, said the TVK
had reached out to them

separately seeking sup-
port. But leaders of these
parties said they would de-
cide only after internal par-
ty meetings to be held in
due course. Another DMK
ally, the Indian Union Mus-
lim League, with two
MLAs-elect, had earlier an-
nounced it would not ex-
tend support to the TVK.

Announcing the TVK-
Congress alliance, AICC Ta-
mil Nadu in-charge Girish
Chodankar said it was
“founded on mutual res-
pect and shared responsi-
bility between the two par-
ties”. This move was not
only for the formation of
the government “but also
for future elections to local
bodies, the Lok Sabha, and
the Rajya Sabha”. The
“support shall be condi-
tional upon the TVK keep-

ing out from this alliance
any communal forces that
do not believe in the Con-
stitution of India”.

Mr. Chodankar said the
TVK and the Congress
would strive to bring back
Kamaraj’s glory days in the
State, with a strong com-
mitment to Periyar’s social
justice ideals and Ambed-
kar’s constitutional ideals.

“Mr. Vijay and Rahul
Gandhi jointly pledge to
respect this historic verdict
of the people of Tamil Na-
du for a secular and pro-
gressive government, and
to ful�l the dreams and
promises of the people,”
he said. 

(With inputs from 
Udhav Naig)

T.N. Governor asks Vijay
to give proof of majority 

Number theory: TVK chief C. Joseph Vijay meets Tamil Nadu Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar at

the Lok Bhavan on Wednesday to stake claim to form a government . ANI

Arlekar asks TVK chief to produce letters showing support of 118 MLAs as he stakes claim to form

government; Cong. snaps its 20-year-old ties with DMK to back Vijay; AIADMK declines support

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

STRUCTURAL DEFICITS

Fixing India’s
health system 
Medical education and
public service need 
a greater alignment 

EDITORIAL » PAGE 6

IPL 2026

Ahmedabad 
to host �nal,
Bengaluru
misses out

SPORT » PAGE 15

The Andaman and Nicobar
Islands (A&NI) administra-
tion did not achieve the
mandated 50% quorum at
the gram sabha meetings
held to get consent for the
Centre’s ₹92,000-crore
Great Nicobar Island pro-
ject. Instead, it claimed to
have done so by atten-
dance �gures ranging from
2% to 15% of the popula-
tion, which, it argued in
the Calcutta High Court,
counted as “proper quo-
rum”. The submissions
were made by the adminis-
tration in an a�davit to the
Bench that is hearing a
batch of petitions alleging
that procedures under the
Forest Rights Act (FRA) had
been violated in obtaining
consent for the project.

Quorum is the mini-
mum number of members

needed in such a meeting
to reach a decision. Ac-
cording to the rules issued
by the Centre for the im-
plementation of the FRA, a
quorum at a gram sabha is
achieved only if ‘one-half ’
or 50% of the adult popula-
tion of that village is in at-
tendance, of which one-
third must be women.

The administration sub-
mitted that meetings were
held for Campbell Bay,

Laxmi Nagar, and Govind
Nagar gram panchayats,
covering seven villages, on
August 12, 2022. The
Campbell Bay meeting was
attended by 105 people,
the one in Laxmi Nagar by
163 people, and the Govind
Nagar sabha had 81 people.
The administration said all
three meetings passed “un-
animous” resolutions con-
senting to the project.

Compared to the popu-

lation of these gram pan-
chayats as per the 2011
Census, the strength of the
Campbell Bay meeting was
1.83% of the total popula-
tion of 5,736, that of the
Laxmi Nagar was 14.72% of
the population of 1,107,
and the attendance at the
Govind Nagar meeting was
11.98% of the population of
676. Put together, 349 peo-
ple (4.6%) signed o� on the
project at these three gram
sabhas meant to represent
seven villages, whose total
population stood at 7,519
as of 2011.

The submissions, which
were taken on record by
the High Court on Wednes-
day, came after the Centre
sought time from the court
to “demonstrate that con-
sent has been taken from
the tribal people”.

Nicobar gram sabhas signed o� on
infra project without 50% quorum
Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Submissions before the Calcutta HC show that meetings to get nod

for the ₹92,000-crore plan didn’t have mandated strength. FILE PHOTO

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 10

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Wednesday
paused “Project Free-
dom”, launched on Mon-
day and aimed at guiding
stranded merchant ships
through the Strait of Hor-
muz, citing “great pro-
gress” in talks with Iran.
He added that the war
could end if the Islamic Re-
public signed a deal, warn-
ing that the U.S. would res-
ume bombing if it did not. 

When Mr. Trump an-
nounced the operation on
Monday, he said any Ira-
nian response would be
dealt with “forcefully”.
Iran claimed that it �red at
two U.S. destroyers in the
strait and pushed them
back while the UAE said it
was attacked twice by mis-
siles and drones and one of
its tankers came under
�re. 

Then came Mr. Trump’s
pause. “Based on the re-
quest of Pakistan and other
countries..., and... the fact
that great progress has
been made toward a com-
plete and �nal agreement
with Iran, we have mutual-
ly agreed that, while the
blockade will remain in full
force and e�ect, Project
Freedom will be paused
for a short period of time
to see whether or not the

agreement can be �nalised
and signed,” Mr. Trump
said in a social media post. 

‘Peace advanced’
Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif welcomed
Mr. Trump’s announce-
ment, saying it advanced
“regional peace, stability,
and reconciliation”. 

Iran’s Ministry of Fo-
reign A�airs con�rmed
that Washington and Teh-

ran had exchanged propo-
sals in recent days.

In an interview, Esmail
Baqaei, Foreign Ministry
spokesperson, said Tehran
was currently reviewing
the American response to
its proposal and would
present its response
through Pakistani
mediators.

Iran e�ectively closed
the Strait of Hormuz after
the U.S. and Israel started
attacking the country on
February 28. Active �ght-
ing came to an end on
April 8, when Mr. Trump
announced a cease�re. But
on April 12, the U.S. im-
posed a blockade on Ira-
nian ports, heaping eco-
nomic pressure on the
country.

Trump pauses Hormuz move; says
war will end if Iran agrees to deal
Stanly Johny

Uncertain waters: Vessels seen in the Strait of Hormuz o� the

Oman coast on Wednesday. REUTERS

‘REVIEWING PROPOSALS’

» PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 10

With All India Congress
Committee (AICC) obser-
vers Mukul Wasnik and
Ajay Maken set to indivi-
dually hear members of
the Congress Legislature
Party in Kerala on Thurs-
day, jockeying by seeming-
ly anonymous groups for
the party’s “competing”
Chief Minister probables
seemed to reach its zenith
on Wednesday.

For one, in an open let-
ter to party leader Rahul
Gandhi, a group under the
banner of “Concerned Citi-
zens of Kerala” argued that
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the previous As-
sembly, V.D. Satheesan,
was the architect of the Un-
ited Democratic Front
(UDF)’s historic win and
hence the Chief Minister’s
mantle should fall on him
naturally.

Leaders of electorally
signi�cant social groups al-
so seemed to have
emerged as powerful be-
hind-the-scenes �gures in
the Congress’s leadership
tussle, with Nair Service
Society (NSS) general se-
cretary G. Sukumaran Nair
appearing to broadcast his
“disapproval” of “certain
positions” of Mr. Sathee-
san, and refusing to attri-
bute the UDF’s landslide
victory to any one leader,
saying that “democracy
won”.

Ahead of AICC
visit, jockeying
for CM’s post
on in Kerala

Congress leader V.D. Satheesan

at a roadshow in Paravur on

Wednesday. THULASI KAKKAT

G. Anand
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 10

Amid a rise in post-poll vio-
lence in West Bengal, un-
identi�ed assailants shot
dead a close aide of Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) lead-
er Suvendu Adhikari in
North 24 Parganas district
on Wednesday. 

The latest incident takes
the number of deaths in
the State linked to violence
after the Assembly election
results were announced on
Monday to three.

Chandranath Rath, the
personal assistant of Mr.
Adhikari, was reportedly
shot three times at point-
blank range in the Mad-
hyamgram area. Mr. Rath
was rushed to a hospital
where he was declared
dead. Earlier in the day,
Mr. Adhikari, who is the
front runner for the post of
Chief Minister, had ap-
pealed for calm. 

The BJP registered a
massive mandate in the
election and Mr. Adhikari
defeated Trinamool Con-
gress leader and outgoing
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee in Bhabanipur.

A BJP worker, Madhu
Mondal, died after being
allegedly beaten up by Tri-
namool cadres during a
victory procession in New
Town on Tuesday evening,
while Trinamool worker
Abir Sheikh was hacked to
death, allegedly by BJP ac-
tivists, in Birbhum the

same day. There have been
reports of more deaths in
violence, including one in
Howrah, which the police
have not con�rmed yet. 

Several Trinamool o�c-
es have been vandalised
over the past three days,
while some were painted
sa�ron to thwart attacks.
The Director-General of
Police, Siddh Nath Gupta,
said 500 companies of
Central forces remain de-
ployed across the State to
contain post-poll violence.
The police have arrested
433 people across the
State. 

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar on
Wednesday directed the
West Bengal Chief Secre-
tary, DGP, and Central
Armed Police Forces de-
ployed in the State to en-
sure zero tolerance to-
wards post-poll violence by
anyone. He directed the
authorities concerned to
immediately arrest those
involved in violence and
vandalism.

On Tuesday night, bull-
dozers razed multiple
structures in Kolkata’s
iconic New Market, trigger-
ing panic among shop-
keepers who downed shut-
ters. According to reports,
the prime target was the
Trinamool’s union o�ce,
which was demolished. 

Suvendu’s aide among
3 killed as post-poll
violence rocks Bengal

Security forces seen near a vehicle with damaged window through

which Chandranath Rath was shot at on Wednesday night. PTI

Shrabana Chatterjee
Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA 

SWEARING-IN ON SATURDAY 

» PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 10

The AIADMK is learnt to
have sent feelers to the
DMK seeking support to

form a government in
Tamil Nadu where the
recent election threw up a
hung Assembly. The DMK
leadership, however, gave
short shrift to the

proposal, sources said.
The DMK “was �rm on
sitting in the Opposition”,
as it was not interested in
going against the people’s
mandate.

DMK rejects overtures from AIADMK
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI
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» PAGE 4
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Fresh directives have been issued for the Delhi
Arogya Kosh scheme to ensure government
resources are utilised judiciously while
maintaining access for deserving patients, Health
Minister Pankaj Kumar Singh said on Wednesday.
As per the new norms, before an Economically
Weaker Section (EWS) patient is referred to a
private hospital for planned surgeries or
treatment, authorities must �rst thoroughly
assess the availability of free EWS beds.

Verify bed availability before
referring EWS patients: govt.

INBRIEF
�

A 40-year-old man died in a �re in Gurugram’s
Sector 53, the police said on Wednesday. The
deceased, Robin Das from West Bengal, had been
working as a labourer in Gurugram for some
time. According to eyewitnesses, the �re, which
broke out in a slum cluster on Tuesday night,
quickly engulfed the area, leaving Das no
opportunity to escape. He was alone at the time
of the incident. His daughter and son-in-law stay
in a nearby slum, the police said. PTI

Night blaze in Gurugram
Sector 53 leaves one dead

Delhi Tra�c Police has deployed 14 new
high-de�nition ANPR (automatic number plate
recognition) cameras around the IGI Airport to
boost surveillance and enforcement, and ensure
safety and smooth vehicular movement, an
o�cer said on Wednesday. Thirty-�ve more
cameras to detect various violations, including
overspeeding, wrong-side driving and improper
parking, are in the process of being
commissioned, the o�cer added.

New ANPR cameras near IGI
Airport to boost surveillance

T
o check the rise in
�re incidents dur-
ing the summer,

the Delhi government will
draft a �re�ghting master
plan, Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said on Wednesday. 

The announcement
comes three days after
nine persons, including a
toddler, died in an early
morning blaze that ripped
through a four-storey
building in east Delhi’s Vi-
vek Vihar. 

On Tuesday, the Chief
Minister met the victims’
families and ordered a ma-
gisterial probe into the in-
cident. In a similar tragedy
in March, a �re in a multi-
storey building in south-
west Delhi’s Palam claimed
nine members of a family. 

During the day, Ms.
Gupta chaired a meeting
on the issue at the Secreta-
riat, which was attended
by Home Minister Ashish
Sood, Chief Secretary Rajiv
Verma, and several senior
o�cials. She directed the
Delhi Fire Services (DFS) to
increase manpower, open
new �re stations, and pro-
cure modern equipment.
She assured that the go-
vernment would provide
adequate budgetary sup-
port for the same. 

The Chief Minister in-
structed the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) to prevent illegal
constructions in residen-
tial areas and to ensure
that roads and lanes re-

main free of encroach-
ments to allow free move-
ment of �re tenders during
emergencies. 

‘Assess electrical infra’
Ms. Gupta also directed the
Power Department to exer-
cise extra caution while is-
suing new connections and
to regularly inspect vulner-
able areas and assess the
condition of the electrical
infrastructure.

“A large-scale awareness
campaign will be launched
across Delhi to educate pe-
ople about �re safety mea-
sures at home and in pu-
blic spaces,” a release
issued by the Chief Minis-
ter’s O�ce (CMO) quoted
Ms. Gupta as saying. 

It added that the govern-
ment is planning to con-
duct mock drills in residen-

tial colonies to improve
emergency preparedness
among citizens.

She asked the depart-
ments concerned to study
previous �re incidents, as-
certain the causes of recur-
ring �res, identify vulnera-
ble zones and gaps in
existing systems, and sub-
mit reports within 10 days.
She emphasised the need
for an e�ective response
framework so that emer-
gencies can be handled
swiftly and loss of life mini-
mised, the CMO stated.

During the meeting, o�-
cials held extensive discus-
sions on the current �re sa-
fety situation in Delhi, the
challenges being faced,
and long-term solutions. 

The Chief Minister said
all departments involved
in �re prevention must be-

come more accountable,
responsive and better
equipped so that there is
no room for negligence or
administrative lapses. 

Two more blazes
Meanwhile, two new �re
incidents were reported in
the city on Wednesday. No
casualties were reported. 

The �rst case was re-
ported from a factory in
Okhla. A DFS o�cial said
they received a distress call
at 11.40 a.m. “We rushed
nine �re tenders to the
spot. The �re was doused
by 2.10 p.m. Cooling opera-
tions are still on,” he said. 

The other incident was
reported from a residential
building in Sadar Bazar
around 6.15 p.m., where
eight �re tenders were
pressed into service. 

Fire menace: govt. to prepare
master plan, run safety audit 
CM directs DFS to boost manpower, asks MCD to curb illegal constructions at a review meeting to

check �re preparedness; govt. to launch awareness campaign on �re safety measures across Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi recorded the highest
number of crimes — 13,396
— against women among
all metropolitan cities, ac-
cording to the National
Crime Records Bureau’s
(NCRB) ‘Crime in India
2024’ report, which was re-
leased on Wednesday. 

The Capital saw an in-
crease in crimes against
women, with 13,366 of-
fences reported in 2023,
even as the total number of
criminal cases declined
year on year. 

Delhi also topped the
list for rapes (1,058), kid-
nappings and abductions
(3,974), and dowry deaths
(109) among the 19 major
cities. Additionally, 78 cyb-
er o�ences against women
were documented in the ci-
ty in 2024. Its overall crime
tally dropped from
3,43,483 in 2023 to
2,97,666 in 2024, yet it still
topped the list among me-
tro cities.

The city’s crime rate for
women, de�ned as the
number of crimes against
women per one lakh peo-
ple, for 2024 stood at 176.8.
One acid attack case was
reported in 2024, a de-
crease from 2023 when six
such cases were recorded.

Most murder cases
The national capital also
witnessed the highest
number of violent crimes
(12,569) amd murder cases
(504) among all the metro-
politan cities. 

It also recorded the
highest number of thefts
(1,29,675) and snatchings

(3,105), as well as the high-
est number of cases (1,553)
registered under the Pro-
tection of Children from
Sexual O�ences (POCSO)
Act among the major cities.
Regarding crimes against
children, 7,662 cases came
to light in 2024, a marginal
decrease from 7,731 in
2023. In 2022, the national
capital reported 7,468 such
cases, as per o�cial data. 

Delhi’s crime rate
against children was 138.4,
signi�cantly above the na-
tional average of 42.3. The
number of kidnappings
and abductions of children
stood at 5,404, which was
signi�cantly higher than in
other metro cities.

Two cases of foeticide
and four cases registered
under charges of murder
with rape/POCSO were al-
so reported in the city. Not-
ably, the city saw a rise in
crimes against Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs). A total of 133
crimes were reported
against persons belonging
to SC communities, up
from 126 in the previous
year, and four such crimes
against STs, up from two in
the previous year. Mean-
while, with 404 cases, the
Capital reported fewer cy-
bercrimes, down from 407
in 2023 and 685 in 2022.
Among the metro cities,
Bangalore registered most
such incidents — 17,561.

Delhi most unsafe for
women and children,
show new NCRB data
Ashna Butani
Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

I, JOHN Francis s/o Francis K.
John born on 27/06/2001 residing
at F−401, Bhagywan Apartment,
Mayur Vihar Phase 1, Delhi−110091,
have changed my name to John Fran-
cis Kuruthukulam vide affidavit
dated 04/05/2026 at Gautam Budh Na-
gar.

I, HIMANSHU Chauhan s/o Sh. Ro-
htash Kumar, r/o Plot No. 9, Gemi-
ni Park, Village Nangli Sakrawati,
Najafgarh, New Delhi−110043, here-
by declare that Rohtash Chauhan
and Rohtash Kumar are one and the
same person (my father).

PERSONAL

CHANGE OF NAME

EDUCATIONAL

GENERAL

LEGAL NOTICE

Delhi recorded the highest
number of crimes commit-
ted by juveniles among all
metropolitan cities in the
country, according to the
National Crime Records
Bureau’s (NCRB) ‘Crime in
India 2024’ report released
on Wednesday. 

The national capital and
18 other metropolitan ci-

ties also recorded a slight
uptick in the number of
crimes by juveniles in 2024
compared to 2023 �gures,
the report stated.

As per the NCRB data,
Delhi reported 2,306 cases
of crimes committed by
minors in 2024. This is
slightly higher than the
2,278 cases recorded in
2023, but below the 2,336
cases recorded in 2022.

Delhi reported the high-

est number of such crimes,
far ahead of other metro-
politan cities such as Chen-
nai (466), Bengaluru (386),
Hyderabad (316), and Ah-
medabad (295).

Crimes against elderly
The Capital also reported a
decline in crimes against
senior citizens between
2022 and 2024, though it
still recorded the highest
number of such cases

among all metropolitan ci-
ties. In 2024, Delhi report-
ed 1,267 such cases, down
from 1,361 in 2023 and
1,313 in 2022.

Mumbai reported the
second-highest number of
such crimes at 791, fol-
lowed by Bengaluru (660),
Kochi (263), and Nagpur
(204). Meanwhile, Delhi’s
rate of �ling chargesheets
in these cases was only
51.6%, the report stated.

Capital tops metros in crimes by juveniles
Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta on Wednesday �agged
o� 13 ‘Mobile Heat Relief
Unit’ vans, one in each dis-
trict, and announced a
campaign — ‘Garmi Se
Jung, Delhi Sarkar Ke Sang’
— to provide citizens with
timely relief and protec-
tion from heatwaves. 

Ms. Gupta also released

a ‘Heat Action Plan 2026’
booklet containing mea-
sures to prevent heat-relat-
ed ailments.

“Each van is equipped
with a cold water tank with
capacity of 400 to 500
litres, �rst-aid kits, ORS,
and other essential relief
materials. The units will
operate daily from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m. in high-footfall
and heat-prone areas such
as labour chowks, bus

stands, markets, slum clus-
ters and other vulnerable
locations across the city,”
read a statement from the
Chief Minister’s O�ce.

Additionally, 10 civil de-
fence volunteers have been
deployed in each district to
support the campaign over
the next three months. The
government aims to distri-
bute around 1,000 ORS
packets, 300 cotton towels
and 200 caps every day.

‘Garmi se jung’: CM �ags o� 13 heat relief vans

CM Rekha Gupta having an ORS

drink from a heat relief van. ANI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Timings

DELHI

THURSDAY, MAY. 07

RISE 05:36 SET 19:00

RISE 00:00 SET 09:31

FRIDAY, MAY. 08

RISE 05:36 SET 19:01

RISE 00:02 SET 10:28

SATURDAY, MAY. 09

RISE 05:35 SET 19:01

RISE 00:40 SET 11:26

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

The city saw a rise in
crimes against SCs and
STs in 2024, when 137
cases were reported,
as against 128 in the
previous year 
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D
ays after the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party
(BJP) won the As-

sembly election in West
Bengal, Samajwadi Party
(SP) president Akhilesh Ya-
dav on Wednesday raised
doubts about the fairness
of the poll process and de-
manded that the Supreme
Court order the video re-
cording of vote counting be
made public.

“When court proceed-
ings have gone live, why
can’t vote counting go
live?” Mr. Yadav said.

“Why is CCTV not live?
Why are they so afraid of
it? We demand the Su-
preme Court immediately
take cognisance of the
West Bengal poll and put
the video of the counting
in front of the people of the
country,” he said.

He alleged that what
happened during the elec-
tion in West Bengal could
be replicated on a larger
scale in Uttar Pradesh,
where the Assembly poll is

scheduled next year. 
The SP chief added that

when his party comes to
power in Uttar Pradesh,
the government in Delhi
will go. “We have defeated
them in U.P., which is why
their election ma�a will
target us. We are alert but
will not disclose any strate-
gy to you [media].” 

Mr. Yadav also dismis-
sed party leader Kironmay
Nanda’s recent statement.
Mr. Nanda had claimed
that the SP president did
not go to West Bengal as he
received feedback that Tri-
namool Congress chairper-
son Mamata Banerjee was

sure to lose the poll. 
“I did not go campaign-

ing anywhere. We [SP] did
not have the resources to
campaign [in other
States],” he said.

Mr. Yadav had extended
support to Ms. Banerjee in
the election. Asked if he
would meet the outgoing
Chief Minister, he said, “I
will go to West Bengal.”

The SP president also
refused to give a direct rep-
ly on the DMK calling the
Congress a “backstabber”
after the latter announced
it would back the Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) in
Tamil Nadu. “Why should I

tell you whom I will rely on
or not?” he said.

On whether he would
reach out to the NDA’s al-
lies, JD(U) leader Nitish Ku-
mar and TDP leader Chan-
drababu Naidu, Mr. Yadav
said, “If Nitishji recognises
me, he will come with us,
while he [Mr. Naidu] has
our ‘cycle’ [election
symbol].”

I-PAC termination
Mr. Yadav added that his
party severed its associa-
tion with the political con-
sultancy �rm, Indian Polit-
ical Action Committee
(I-PAC), due to shortage of
funds. He dismissed specu-
lation that the termination
of contract was because of
the recent election results.
The SP chief said the party
had engaged I-PAC for a
brief period ahead of the
2027 State Assembly poll
but could not continue the
arrangement. “They
worked with us for a few
months, but we are not
able to continue because
we do not have that kind of
funding,” he said.

SC should take cognisance
of Bengal election, make
counting videos public: SP

Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh Yadav addressing a press

conference in Lucknow on Wednesday. ANI

Party chief Akhilesh Yadav claims what happened in West Bengal could be replicated on a larger

scale in U.P. Assembly election next year; declines comment on Cong. leaving DMK for TVK in T.N.

Press Trust of India
LUCKNOW

Marathi language groups
and the Maharashtra Nav-
nirman Sena (MNS) have
opposed a State govern-
ment noti�cation an-
nouncing Hindi examina-
tions for its employees.

According to the noti�-
cation, a Hindi exam will
be held for gazetted o�c-
ers and non-gazetted em-
ployees of the government
on June 28 at four centres. 

Language groups have
threatened protests and
the burning of the noti�ca-
tion if it is not withdrawn
within a fortnight.

‘Conducted annually’
The government has said
the exams are conducted
every year and are manda-
tory only for employees
who did not study Hindi in
Class 10. Salary increments
of employees will be with-
held if they fail to clear the
examination, which must
be passed within three
years of joining service,
said the noti�cation.

“This is part of the
three-language policy ac-
cepted by the State many
years ago. These exams
have been conducted since
1951. They are held twice a
yearand mandatory for
those employees who did
not study Hindi till Class 10
as their third language, not
mandatory for all em-
ployees. Typically, 2,000
to 2,500 government em-
ployees of all ranks give
this exam annually. And
the pass percentage is very
high,” Arun Gite, director
of the Directorate of Lan-
guages, told The Hindu.

Defending the noti�ca-
tion, the ruling BJP said it
was important for govern-

ment o�cials to know Hin-
di. NCP leader Amol Mitka-
ri also said Hindi is the
national language and it is
important for o�cials to
know it.

Noti�cation on exam
Last month, the Directo-
rate of Language issued a
noti�cation announcing a
Hindi exam for its gazetted
o�cers and non-gazetted
employees. The examina-
tion will be held in Mum-
bai, Pune, Nagpur, and
Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar. The noti�cation asks
candidates to submit appli-
cations by May 20. The
lower grade examination is
based on the Class 10 Lokb-
harati textbook, while the
higher grade examination
draws from the Class 10 Ku-
marbharati textbook, with
the second paper’s sylla-
bus remaining unchanged.

However, the Raj Thack-
eray-led MNS and the Ma-
rathi Bhasha Abhyas Ken-
dra (MBAK) opposed the
move. The MNS has threa-
tened to not allow the ex-
amination to take place.
The MBAK has also de-
manded that the State go-

vernment withdraw the
noti�cation, failing which
it would face protests.

‘Imposing Hindi’
“We intend to oppose it till
the government revokes it.
Our logic is that the Direc-
torate of Language was for-
mulated by [late CM] Yash-
wantrao Chavan for the
development of Marathi.
Rather than doing that ge-
nuine and core work, the
Directorate is trying to im-
pose Hindi. Recent mi-
grants should make all pos-
sible e�orts to learn
Marathi. There is no need
for any government em-
ployee to learn Hindi. We
appeal to the gazetted of-
�cers to show some spine
and not adhere to this
norm. They should go for
civil disobedience. By the
end of this month, the go-
vernment should with-
draw this noti�cation
which insults the senti-
ments of the people of
Maharashtra. If it doesn’t
withdraw it, we will burn
the noti�cation in front of
the Collector o�ce,” MBAK
head Deepak Pawar told
The Hindu.

Hindi exam for Maharashtra
govt. employees triggers row 

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

Commuters passing by a newly-put-up poster of Maharashtra

Navnirman Sena president Raj Thackeray opposing the imposition

of Hindi on State government employees. PTI 

Mumbai Congress presi-
dent and MP Varsha Gaik-
wad has written to Maha-
rashtra Governor Jishnu
Dev Varma seeking urgent
intervention over alleged
rise in crimes against wo-
men and girls in the State
and immediate enactment
of the Shakti Bill.

In the letter dated May 5,
Ms. Gaikwad also urged the
Governor to direct the State
government to take strict
action to curb atrocities
against women.

Awaiting assent
The Shakti Criminal Laws
(Maharashtra Amendment)
Bill, 2020, modelled on the
Disha Act of Andhra Pra-
desh and other similar
laws, was passed by both
Houses of the State Legisla-
ture in 2021 during the te-
nure of the Maha Vikas Agh-
adi government, the
Congress leader said. The
Bill is awaiting the Presi-
dent’s assent. 

Her request comes amid
massive protests over the
alleged rape and murder of
a four-year-old girl at Nasra-
pur village in Pune district.
“Neither are girls safe in
schools nor are women safe
in their own homes,” the
Mumbai North Central MP
stated in the letter. 

Ms. Gaikwad also criti-
cised the State government
for not having a full-time
Home Minister, pointing
out that Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis is holding
multiple key portfolios, in-
cluding Home. 

“The absence of a dedi-
cated, full-time Home Mi-
nister has placed an un-
bearable burden on the law
and order machinery,” she
said.

Varsha Gaikwad

seeks roll-out of

Shakti Bill soon

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann on Wednesday
embarked on a four-day
‘Shukrana Yatra’ following
the implementation of the

anti-sacrilege law. He em-
barked on the yatra after
paying obeisance at Takht
Sri Kesgarh Sahib in Sri
Anandpur Sahib.

Mr. Mann said the yatra
was “to express gratitude to
the Almighty for blessing

him with the opportunity
to serve humanity by enact-
ing the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Satkar
(Amendment) Act 2026,
which provides for harsher
punishment in ‘beadbi’ (sa-
crilege) cases”. 

The Punjab government
last month noti�ed the law
which proposes life impri-
sonment and a �ne of up to
₹25 lakh for any act of sacri-
lege against the Guru
Granth Sahib, the Sikh holy
book.

Anti-sacrilege law: Mann begins 4-day ‘Shukrana Yatra’ 
Press Trust of India
SRI ANANDPUR SAHIB
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Former Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
on Wednesday attacked the BJP government over
its MLA Pratap Gameti’s reported remarks that
“even animals will not eat the food provided in
anganwadi centres”, saying its own legislators are
exposing it. Mr. Gameti reportedly made the
comment at a review meeting in Udaipur on
Tuesday. “What is happening in the BJP
government? MLAs of the ruling party are
exposing the government’s claims. Such a
situation, especially in tribal areas, where the
health of children and pregnant women is at
stake, cannot be tolerated,” Mr. Gehlot said. PTI

Gehlot �ays govt. over MLA’s
anganwadi food remark

INBRIEF
�

An eight-year-old girl was mauled to death by a
pack of stray dogs in a village in Punjab’s
Hoshiarpur district on Wednesday morning, the
police said. The deceased has been identi�ed as
Saloni, a native of Uttar Pradesh currently
residing at Kharal Khurd village under Tanda
police station. The incident took place around
8.30 a.m. when the girl had stepped out of her
house before leaving for school. On the way, stray
dogs surrounded her and mauled her, the police
said. She was rushed to the Community Health
Centre in Tanda, where doctors declared her
dead on arrival, they said. PTI

Girl mauled to death by stray
dogs in Punjab’s Hoshiarpur

T
he AIADMK on
Wednesday reiter-
ated that it would

not support the regime
likely to be formed by the
TVK.

Stating this after the par-
ty general secretary, Edap-
padi K. Palaniswami, held
a meeting with newly-
elected legislators and se-
nior o�ce-bearers, its de-
puty general secretary K.P.
Munusamy, in a conversa-
tion with The Hindu, did
not give any lengthy rea-
son for the decision. “Ours
is a big institution. This ob-
servation explains everyth-
ing, doesn’t it?” he said,
dismissing reports of the
party’s inclination to sup-
port the TVK.

Notwithstanding his as-
sertion, there were voices
within the organisation
that wanted to support the
government of the �ed-
gling party. On Tuesday,
former Finance Minister C.
Ponnaiyan told The Hindu:
“We are an ally of the BJP.
How does the question of
my party supporting the
TVK or taking support

from the TVK arise?”

Reconsideration tone
However, later in the day,
the tone for the reconsider-
ation of the party’s stand
was set by Leema Rose, the
newly elected legislator
from Lalgudi, who told the
media that negotiations
were under way between
Mr. Palaniswami and the
TVK over the formation of
the government. When
The Hindu tried contacting

her on Wednesday, she re-
mained incommunicado.
On Tuesday, there were al-
so varying reports regard-
ing a meeting between
TVK general secretary
‘Bussy’ N. Anand and Mr.
Palaniswami.

Since Wednesday morn-
ing, sections of the
AIADMK have been
spreading the word that a
large chunk of MLAs-elect
was rallying behind former
Law Minister C.Ve. Shan-

mugam, who was elected
from Mailam, for the pur-
pose of sharing power in
the government. Mr. Shan-
mugam, who was not ac-
cessible to this journalist
despite repeated e�orts,
told reporters that it was
for the party to take a call.

Some of the new legisla-
tors, including L. Jayasud-
ha and former Ministers
K.P. Anbalagan and N. Tha-
lavai Sundaram, said when
they all met the AIADMK
general secretary on Tues-
day to exchange pleasan-
tries, there was neither a
discussion on the party’s
stand vis-à-vis the likely
TVK regime, nor any signa-
ture campaign favouring
the organisation’s support
for the new government.

Mr. Shanmugam’s politi-
cal stock seems to have
gone up in the wake of the
party’s abysmal perfor-
mance in the western belt
and moderate showing in
the old North Arcot-South
Arcot (NASA) region. The
party, which secured 47
seats across the State, won
16 in the region. Mr. Shan-
mugam and his colleague,
S.P. Velumani, held talks at
the former’s residence be-

fore meeting Mr. Palanis-
wami. 

United against DMK
There are reports in sec-
tions of the media that the
BJP is keen on the AIADMK
supporting the TVK go-
vernment to prevent any
room for the Congress’s
support. However, some
functionaries of the
AIADMK feel that, as their
party and the TVK are on
the same page with regard
to opposing the DMK, they
should come together. Be-
sides, as the Leader of the
Opposition post has gone
to the DMK, there is no
point in trying to �nd rele-
vance for the party to re-
main in the Opposition. 

A senior leader of the
party in the western region
says the TVK’s senior lead-
er and former School Edu-
cation Minister K.A. Sen-
gottaiyan is in contact with
some of the MLAs of the
AIADMK, triggering talk
that the party is heading
towards a split.

Meanwhile, most
AIADMK legislators were
housed in a resort in Pudu-
cherry, according to a se-
nior leader.

AIADMK sticks to its stand of
not extending support to TVK

AIADMK general secretary Edappadi K. Palaniswami at a meeting

with newly-elected MLAs and party o�ice-bearers on Wednesday. 

Deputy gen. secy. Munusamy dismisses reports on the party’s inclination to support new govt.; BJP reportedly keen on its ally throwing

weight behind Vijay to keep Congress out of power; most AIADMK legislators housed in a resort in Puducherry, says senior leader

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Bharatiya Janata Party’s
Rajiv Jain, the outgoing
mayor of Sonipat Munici-
pal Corporation and the
party’s nominee for the
May 10 mayoral poll, made
an unannounced visit to
Nirankari Bhawan on Rail-
way Road on Sunday.

Skipping the usual ca-
valcade and crowd of sup-
porters, Mr. Jain attended a
‘satsang (religious gather-
ing)’ before kicking o� a
packed day of campaign-
ing, with around 30 ‘nuk-
kad sabhas (public meet-
ings)’ planned across the
municipal area till mid-
night. 

A veteran of four de-
cades in politics, Mr. Jain is
contesting his fourth elec-
tion. The husband of form-
er Haryana Urban Local
Bodies Minister Kavita Jain
touched the feet of the
saint before sitting with de-
votees on the carpet. After
listening to the discourse
for a few minutes, he greet-

ed men, women and chil-
dren in attendance, shook
hands with the sta�, and
left in his car.

Relying on work
Locked in a prestige battle
with Congress’s Kamal De-
wan, Mr. Jain said he was
relying on his public image
and the work done during
his nine-month stint as
mayor after winning the
bypoll in March last year. “I
focused on laying drinking

water and sewage lines and
�xing the roads. A sanita-
tion drive was held every
weekend for 40 weeks. We
also installed street lights
in several parts of the city,”
he said. 

Mr. Jain said 175 deve-
lopment projects were in-
augurated during his te-
nure, with work orders for
40 more in the pipeline.
Congress’s Nikhil Madan,
now a BJP MLA from Soni-
pat, had won the mayoral

poll to the Sonipat Municipal
Corporation in 2020. Ho-
wever, he joined the BJP be-
fore the 2024 Assembly poll,
necessitating the by-poll to
the municipal corporation,
the third richest in Haryana
with an annual budget of
₹625 crore and over three
lakh electorate. 

Having lost the by-poll to
Mr. Jain with a margin of
34,749 votes last year, Mr.
Dewan, renominated by his
party for the election, said

the circumstances were
“very di�erent” last year.
“The by-poll was held soon
after Congress’ defeat in
the Assembly polls. Also, it
was only a mayor’s elec-
tion and not the entire
municipal corporation
and, therefore, turnout
was abysmally low around
27%,” said Mr. Dewan, son
of late MLA Dev Raj
Dewan.

Exuding con�dence
Appointed as Sonipat dis-
trict president of Congress
in August last year, Mr. De-
wan said he stayed among
the people since the last
mayoral bypoll. He reject-
ed claims by rivals that he
lacked public support and
said he was con�dent of a
“resounding victory”.

“Corruption in the mun-
icipal corporation is the
major issue,” Mr. Dewan
said. He said the ‘safai ka-
ramcharis (sanitation
workers)’ who had not
been paid salaries for six
months, and the �re bri-
gade employees had

pledged support to him. 
With the Hooda family

seen as in�uential in the
Sonipat-Rohtak-Jhajjar
belt, Congress’s Rohtak MP
Deepender Hooda has
completed a round of can-
vassing in the municipal
corporation area, which
encompasses four Assemb-
ly constituencies, includ-
ing Gannaur, Rai and
Kharkhoda. He is sche-
duled to address several
more meetings before the
polling. 

The BJP has brought in
north-east Delhi MP Manoj
Tiwari to woo Purvanchali
voters, who number
around 15,000. Chief Mi-
nister Nayab Singh Saini
held meetings with voters
across all 22 wards on Mon-
day, and New Delhi MP
Bansuri Swaraj is also ex-
pected to campaign for the
party.

Punjabi factor
Mr. Jain played down the
Hoodas’ in�uence, point-
ing to the 2024 Assembly
results. “Four of the six As-

sembly seats were won by
the BJP and only one by the
Congress. At least Sonipat
is no more a Hooda bas-
tion,” said Mr. Jain, a form-
er media adviser to then
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
from 2014-19. 

Punjabis make up
around 20% of the electo-
rate in the municipal cor-
poration area and hold the
key to the election out-
come, said realtor Praveen
Arora.

“Though sewage and
drinking water pipelines
have been laid during the
BJP rule, the prolonged de-
lay in completing the work
caused inconvenience to
locals and made them an-
gry,” Mr. Arora said. “Ram-
pant corruption” in getting
routine work done has also
gone against the regime,
he said, but the Congress
nominee lacked the social
connect and experience of
the BJP candidate. “All said
and done, the election
would be decided the way
the Punjabis vote,” Mr. Ar-
ora said. 

In topsy-turvy Haryana politics, Sonipat latest amphitheatre for BJP-Cong. �ght
Ashok Kumar
SONIPAT

Congress mayoral candidate Kamal Dewan (centre) at an election rally; (right) BJP candidate Rajiv Jain

(garlanded) and Haryana CM Nayab Singh Saini (centre) campaigning in Sonipat. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Descendants of prominent
Maratha royal families and
some citizens have moved
the Bombay High Court
against the “removal” of
the Maratha empire map
from the National Council
of Educational Research
and Training’s (NCERT)
Class 8 social science
textbook.

In their public interest
litigation (PIL) �led on
Tuesday, they sought res-
toration of �gure 3.11, a
map showing the empire’s
territorial reach in 1759 CE,
stretching from Thanjavur
(in present-day Tamil Na-
du) to Peshawar (in Pakis-
tan). The PIL said the peti-
tioners are “deeply
aggrieved” by the NCERT’s
“unilateral, arbitrary, and
procedurally �awed deci-
sion” to remove the map.

Petition seeks
restoration of
Maratha
empire map

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Asom Gana Parishad (AGP)
president Atul Bora was on
Wednesday unanimously
elected as its legislature
party leader by the newly
elected MLAs.

The elected legislators
also proposed the name of
Himanta Biswa Sarma of
the BJP to lead the new go-
vernment. In the 2026 As-
sembly election, the ruling
BJP won 82 of the 126 seats,
and its allies Bodoland Pe-
ople’s Front (BPF) and the
AGP pocketed 10 seats
each. The �rst meeting of
the AGP legislature party
was held here earlier in the
day.

“Participants of the
meeting expressed grati-
tude to people of the State
for their overwhelming

support to the AGP and its
allies. Tributes were also
paid to the martyrs of the
Assam Agitation,” Mr. Bora
said. The AGP was formed
in the aftermath of the six-
year-long Assam Agitation
against illegal foreigners.

Retained seats
Mr. Bora said the legisla-
ture party unanimously
elected him as its leader,
and working president
Keshab Mahanta as deputy
leader in the Assembly. Mr.
Bora and Mr. Mahanta re-
tained their Bokakhat and
Kaliabor seats, respective-

ly, in the election. They
were also Cabinet Minis-
ters in the two previous
NDA governments.

The party president said
Dimoria MLA Tapan Das
has been chosen as the le-
gislature party’s secretary
and Bajali legislator Dhar-
meswar Roy as the chief
whip. Both are �rst-time
legislators.

“Keeping in mind the
tremendous developmen-
tal work done by Himanta
Biswa Sarma as the Chief
Minister in the last govern-
ment, our legislature party
unanimously proposed his
name to lead the new go-
vernment. The MLAs also
pledged to work for the de-
velopment of their respec-
tive constituencies as well
as the State and its indige-
nous people,” Mr. Bora
said. 

Dimoria MLA Tapan
Das has been chosen
as party’s secretary
and Dharmeswar Roy
as the chief whip

Atul Bora unanimously elected
as AGP leader in House; party
backs Himanta as head of govt.
Press Trust of India
GUWAHATI

The over two-decade-old
relationship between the
DMK and Congress, with a
brief break during the 2014
Lok Sabha poll, has �nally
come to an end. Whenever
the two parties engaged in
tough bargaining over seat
sharing – �rst in 2011, when
the Congress insisted on
being allotted 90 seats and
eventually got over 60, and
again in 2026, when nego-
tiations reached a stage of
brinkmanship – the al-
liance ended up losing
elections.

Though together they
shaped India’s coalition
politics and remained an
antidote to the BJP and its
ideology, the relationship
was not free of tensions. In
2004, DMK leader M. Ka-
runanidhi, demanding im-
portant portfolios for his
party’s Ministers, as
agreed in the pre-poll ar-
rangement, announced

they would not assume of-
�ce until his demands
were met. The Congress,
then at the mercy of its al-
lies, obliged. However, it
stood �rm in 2009 and re-
tained the key portfolios.

The 2G spectrum issue
further widened the divide
between the two parties,
and the DMK quit the Con-
gress-led government be-
fore the 2014 Lok Sabha

poll. The parties, however,
came together again in the
2016 Assembly poll.

Lack of options
What prevented the Con-
gress from walking out of
the alliance was the long-
standing relationship and
the emergence of the BJP
as a major force at the
Centre. It also could not
�nd a suitable ally in Tamil

Nadu, as the AIADMK has
often taken a soft Hindutva
line and has been more
comfortable in the compa-
ny of the BJP.

What was expected to
happen in the run-up to
the 2016 election has now
occurred after the 2026
election. 

“We were not able to
�nd an appropriate reason
to leave the alliance… we
could not say no when
[TVK leader] Vijay reached
out to us [after the elec-
tion]. It is the wish of the
majority of party workers
in the State,” said a senior
Congress leader. “They are
celebrating the end of the
alliance.”

Irrespective of the out-
come of the 2026 Assemb-
ly election, the DMK lea-
dership had made up its
mind to snap ties with the
Congress after the bitter
experience of seat-sharing
negotiations. Party chief
M.K. Stalin was reportedly
upset that Congress leader

Rahul Gandhi, with whom
he believed he shared a
close bond, did not reach
out during the negotia-
tions. He also failed to
share the dais during the
campaign.

When a suggestion to
send winning Congress
candidates to meet Mr.
Stalin and thank him was
turned down, it became
clear that the relationship
had e�ectively ended.

Another Congress lead-
er, however, questioned
the logic of extending
blanket support to Mr. Vi-
jay and contesting along-
side him in all future elec-
tions, including the Rajya
Sabha polls. 

“We may have di�e-
rences with the DMK, but
no leader in the country
has opposed the BJP in the
manner Mr. Stalin has.
What will be the Con-
gress’s stand if Mr. Vijay
does not show a similar
commitment to opposing
the BJP?” he said.

Decades-old DMK-Cong. relationship ends
B. Kolappan
CHENNAI

Pulling apart: Though together the two parties shaped India’s

coalition politics and remained an antidote to the BJP and its

ideology, the relationship was not free of tensions. FILE PHOTO

Congress MP B. Manickam
Tagore, who was among
those in the party pushing
for an alliance with the
TVK before the Assembly
election, on Wednesday
said the people of the State
had rejected the M.K. Sta-
lin-led DMK.

In a social media post,
he said the Tamil Nadu
election results “have gone
against the DMK”. 

The Virudhunagar MP
ridiculed the Dravidian
party, claiming that half of
the DMK’s Cabinet Minis-
ters had lost their seats in
the election. He also said
the Congress had won only
�ve out of the 28 seats it
had contested as part of
the DMK-led Secular Pro-
gressive Alliance (SPA),
and claimed that the na-
tional party had faced col-
lateral damage “for no fault
of ours”.

Claiming that the ruling
BJP at the Centre was eye-
ing Tamil Nadu, Mr. Tagore
said the question before
the Congress was clear:
“Should we stand with
those rejected by the peo-
ple’s verdict, or should we
unite with the force that
fought against the BJP and
will �ght to stop the BJP
from ruling Tamil Nadu?”

Cong. faced
collateral
damage in
alliance: MP

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI/TIRUCHI
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bers down to the branch
committee level to express
their opinion comes in the
wake of the crushing de-
feat of the party even in

J
olted by one of the
biggest defeats in its
electoral history, the

CPI(M) in Kerala has decid-
ed to hold meetings at all
levels to allow party mem-
bers to voice their criticism
and opinions “fearlessly.”

After a meeting of the
party’s State secretariat
here on Wednesday, CPI
(M) State secretary M.V.
Govindan told mediaper-
sons that the State leader-
ship will conduct a review
and take corrective mea-
sures to win back the con�-
dence of the people.

The decision to provide
a platform for party mem-

some of its strongholds in
Kannur. 

Mr. Govindan said the
State secretariat had car-
ried out only a preliminary

assessment of the causes of
the defeat. A detailed ana-
lysis will be done at all le-
vels of the party. 

“The party understands
that there have been or-
ganisational and political
issues as well as negative
propaganda against the
party, which contributed
to the defeat.. The Left has
a history of learning from
setbacks and taking correc-
tive steps to make a come-
back. We will make an hon-
est assessment,” he said.

Review meetings
It will hold meetings of par-
ty committees at various
levels. “All the comrades
across all levels will have
the opportunity to raise is-

sues freely and fearlessly.
The party’s election review
will be prepared based on
the discussions in these
meetings, instead of the
State secretariat preparing
a review and passing it to
lower levels,” said Mr.
Govindan.

The CPI too will hold
meetings in all districts to
assess the party’s perfor-
mance. At a party meeting
on Wednesday, members
criticised the style of func-
tioning of outgoing Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.
“Changes will be made
wherever it is needed.
What needs to be correct-
ed will be corrected,” party
State secretary Binoy Vis-
wam said.

Kerala CPI(M) to take feedback on
poll rout from all party members 

People’s script: A hoarding that reads ‘Bye, Bye Pinarayi’ was put

up by an association in Thiruvananthapuram after the results. PTI

It will provide platform to cadres at all levels to voice their criticism ‘fearlessly’; State secretary admits to organisational

issues and says party will corrective steps to win back people’s trust; CPI members criticise Pinarayi’s style of functioning
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday questioned the
maintainability of public
interest litigation (PIL) or
writ petitions challenging
the authority of the Da-
woodi Bohra community
leaders to excommunicate
their members.

In 2023, the court had
referred to a nine-judge
Bench for an authoritative

pronouncement on wheth-
er the practice of excom-
munication in the Dawoodi
Bohra community could
continue as a “protected
practice” despite the com-
ing into force of the Maha-
rashtra Protection of Peo-
ple from Social Boycott
(Prevention, Prohibition
and Redressal) Act of 2016.

The reference to the Da-
woodi Bohra was later
tagged with the Sabarimala
case.

On Wednesday, Justice
B.V. Nagarathna, a member
of the nine-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant, asked se-
nior advocate Raju Rama-
chandran, appearing for
the writ petitioners, if a
Constitution Bench judg-
ment, that too one which
had held the fort for over
60 years, could be chal-
lenged through PILs, ho-
wever “reformist” they
may intend to be.

Sabarimala review: SC questions
validity of pleas against 1962 order

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Karnataka BJP leader D.N.
Jeevaraj was sworn in as
MLA on Wednesday, fol-
lowing a recount held
three years after the As-
sembly election. 

Assembly Speaker U.T.
Khader administered the
oath of o�ce to him. Mr.
Jeevaraj had lost to Con-
gress’ T.D. Raje Gowda in
the 2023 election from the
Sringeri Assembly consti-
tuency. Following a re-
count of postal ballots
polled in 2023, as directed
by the High Court of Karna-
taka, he was declared
elected from the seat, set-
ting o� a controversy.

The Congress accused
the BJP of a “criminal con-
spiracy” and asked how
255 valid votes polled in fa-
vour of Mr. Gowda were
declared invalid in the re-
count. The BJP earlier ac-
cused Mr. Khader of “in-
tentionally” delaying the
oath-taking of Mr. Jeevaraj.
Mr. Khader denied the alle-
gations.

Karnataka BJP
leader takes
oath as MLA
after recount

D.N. Jeevara, MLA, being

greeted by Speaker U.T. Khader

on Wednesday. SUDHAKARA JAIN
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Four farmers died ad as
many were injured after
sheds collapsed on them at
a paddy procurement
centre in Mancherial dis-
trict of Telangana on
Wednesday.

Owing to gusty winds in
the region, farmers had
gathered at the procure-
ment centre located bet-
ween Kothur and Gampal-

palli villages to cover grain
heaps with tarpaulins,
sources said. 

As the winds picked up,
the farmers moved closer
to nearby structures for
shelter, when the tin-
roofed sheds collapsed on
them.

Bharat Rashtra Samithi
working president K.T. Ra-
ma Rao expressed condo-
lences and sought ₹25 lakh
ex gratia for the families of
the deceased. 

4 farmers die in shed
collapse in Telangana

The Hindu Bureau
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Ruling National Confe-
rence (NC) and Opposition
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) on Wednesday trad-
ed barbs over the Rajya
Sabha polls and the closure
of a seminary-cum-school
and “sidelining” Urdu in
Kashmir.

Speaking in north Kash-
mir’s Tangmarg, where he
inaugurated a multipur-
pose sports complex at Go-
vernment Degree College,
J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah said, “Those who
aided the BJP in the Rajya
Sabha polls were exposed
through Right to Informa-
tion (RTI). No one in my
party will act against the
organisation.”

J&K held three rounds of
polling for four Rajya Sab-
ha seats in October 2025.
According to Election
Commission data, the
third round recorded the
highest number of invalid
votes, three out of 87 cast.
In the third round, won by
the BJP, the NC lost seven
votes, including four cross-
votes and three invalid
ballots.

‘Diversion tactic’
According to an RTI, the
PDP, which had three
votes, had not appointed
polling agents despite pu-
blicly backing the NC. The
NC has now cast asper-
sions on PDP’s voting pat-
tern. 

The PDP, however, dis-
missed the claim and ac-
cused the rival party of us-

ing the issue as a
“diversion tactic”. “This is
not fundamentally about
the Rajya Sabha – it serves
as a distraction from sub-
stantive concerns, notably
the Siraj-ul-Uloom contro-
versy and the erasure of
Urdu from o�cial re-
cords,” said PDP legislator
Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra.

Accusing the NC of wea-
kening the People’s Al-
liance for Gupkar Declara-
tion, Mr. Parra said the
PDP owed no obligation to
support the NC but still ex-
tended unconditional
backing despite being
aware of dissent within the
ruling party. “Blaming the
PDP for the Rajya Sabha
outcome is both inaccurate
and counterproductive,”
he said.

PDP president Mehboo-
ba Mufti accused the NC of
dragging religious issues
into political rivalry. “I
wish NC leaders had spo-
ken up when the Waqf Bill
was passed or when Siraj-
ul-Uloom school was
closed,” she said.

NC, PDP clash over
poll setback, Urdu
and school closure 

Omar Abdullah inaugurating

the sports complex in

Tangmarg on Wednesday. ANI
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Citing long absence from
duty, the Andhra Pradesh
government has dismissed
51 doctors of teaching hos-

pitals under the purview of
the Directorate of Medical
Education (DHE), Health
and Family Welfare Minis-
ter Satya Kumar Yadav said
in a statement on Wednes-
day. 

A.P. govt. removes 51 doctors for
remaining absent from duties
The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA
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T
here have been some signi�cant policy
changes in the recent past — this
includes the implementation of the
new Labour Codes and the Viksit

Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) Bill, 2025 replacing the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) — which have raised
serious concerns regarding the welfare of
informal workers and those belonging to rural
India. These changes are accompanied by the
o�cial understanding that inequality is much less
of a concern today than it was in the early 2010s,
even though data comparability itself is an issue.

Inequality estimates, initial observations
Analysis of inequality warrants clari�cation on a
few issues, among other things. 

The �rst is inequality of what — income,
wealth, consumption expenditure? Second, how
is it measured? Third, along which axis it is
assessed — caste, class, gender, religion?, and
fourth, data source and comparability of
estimates generated from multiple surveys, if

marked with methodological changes. Our
estimate from the Household Consumer
Expenditure Survey (HCES 2023-24), conducted
by the National Sample Survey Organisation
(NSSO), suggests that overall consumption
expenditure inequality, measured by the Gini
index, is 0.29 — higher than the widely cited
World Bank estimate of 0.25. The World Bank’s
method too, in this regard, came under scrutiny.
With further disaggregation, one �nds that
urban, as expected, is more unequal than the
rural sector. India’s consumption boom during
the last couple of decades has been primarily
driven by non-food expenditure. We �nd that
inequality is much higher for the same compared
to food expenditure. This is true for the rural and
urban sectors, the inequality for both being
higher in case of the urban sectors, and relatively
more for non-food expenditure.

Since most growth-inducing activities are
urban-centric and agricultural distress persists, it
is imperative to examine the urban-rural gap,
which is shown by the mean ratio here. A higher
than unity mean ratio would re�ect a relatively
better position than the respective all-India
average. Lesser than unity would imply
otherwise. There is a substantial gap between
urban and rural sectors in this regard and the
disparity is more striking in the case of non-food
expenditure. For example, average urban
non-food monthly per capita expenditure (MPCE)
is about 1.5 times higher than the all-India
average, while that for rural is much lower than
the same point of reference.

Our disaggregated analysis also reveals a
considerable gap between the consumption share
and per-capita spending of overall MPCE-based
deciles. In the urban sector, the top 10% of the
population alone contributes 27% of the total
non-food expenditure, implying that the rest of
the 90% contributes only 73% of the same. The
mean MPCE of the topmost decile is six times that
of the bottom most decile for the urban sector,
compared to 4.5 times in the rural sector.
Strikingly, the mean MPCE of the top most decile
in the urban sector is nine times that of the
bottom most decile in the rural sector. Once we
proceed a step further and decompose total
inequality into within- and between-group
components, it appears that: in urban India,
within-decile and between-decile inequalities
account for about 33% and 67% of food
expenditure inequality, respectively, and about
10% and 90% of non-food expenditure inequality.
The relative importance of between-decile group

inequality for non-food consumption holds true
for the rural sector too. Further, the per-capita
consumption expenditure of the richest 5% is six
times higher than that of the poorest 5% in the
rural areas; the same is nine times for urban
areas. In short, the urban sector, which is more
a�uent, is more unequal than its rural
counterparts.

Inequality dynamics in India
First, it is almost unanimously agreed upon that
the superrich segment of the Indian population is
hardly captured by the NSS surveys
(consumption or wealth); thus any inequality
estimation based on the same is a gross
underestimation. Our own calculation based on
this data suggests that about one fourth of even
the richest 10% in India bene�ted from the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY)
and about 13% of them have access to Below
Poverty Line (BPL) ration cards.

Second, for a nuanced understanding of
inequality dynamics in India, one must go
beyond inter-personal or solely income/spending
groups-based (for example, decile; percentile)
inequality calculations and analyse disparity
along various socio-economic axes such as caste
and class. Deploying an alternative class-based
analysis alongside a closer examination of the
growth process and policy changes since
Independence, Vamsi Vakulabharanam of the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, in his
book, Class and Inequality in China and India,
1950-2010, shows that since the 1980s (even
before the 1991 reforms), urban owners,
managers, and professionals have gained
disproportionately, contributing to India’s
consumption boom,

In contrast, urban informal workers, rural
small farmers, and agricultural labourers have
lagged markedly behind. All these added to
increasing between-class inequality vis-à-vis
within-class inequality in India’s evolving urban
landscape. Over the last decade or so, there has
not been any systemic change despite various
welfare measures, to counter or reverse such
trend in class-based inequality. Typical
explorations of inequality often overlook this
growth-class-inequality nexus. Moreover, a large
share of Indians remains engaged in debt-led
consumption. The complexities involved in the
issue of inequality in India warn us that policies
formulated on the presupposition of lower
disparity could be misleading and may produce
adverse, albeit unintended, welfare implications.

Understanding inequality in India’s growth story

Saswata Guha
Thakurata 
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H
imanta Biswa Sarma is expected to take
oath as Chief Minister after leading the
BJP to power in Assam yet again. Mr. Sar-

ma was a Congress leader when the party came
to power in the north-eastern State in 2011, but
switching sides in 2015, he became the central �-
gure of the BJP not only in Assam but also in
States around it. Starting in 2001 on a Congress
ticket, he has won six consecutive elections from
the same Assembly seat. Having emerged as a ve-
ry powerful leader, he joined the BJP, and was ap-
pointed Chief Minister in 2021. Since then, he has
reshaped the politics of the State through excep-
tional organisational ability, communal rhetoric,
and the partisan use of state power. An infras-
tructure push combined with welfare delivery —
the Orunodoi scheme of direct cash transfer to
women and Mission Basundhara, a �agship initia-
tive to streamline and digitise land records and
protect land rights — not only enabled the BJP’s
deep expansion, but along with other measures,
including the delimitation of Assembly consti-
tuencies in 2023, reshaped the State’s political
landscape. Mr. Sarma has been both the creator
and the principal bene�ciary of this process.

The BJP’s victory in Assam has signi�cant im-
plications for power dynamics within the party
nationally. Mr. Sarma is perceived to be close to
Union Home Minister Amit Shah. The BJP alone
commands a majority in the 126-strong Assemb-
ly, and the ruling coalition has 102 members. The
BJP has not only decimated the Opposition but al-
so rendered regional parties inconsequential. It
has consolidated a spectrum of fragmented social
groups and diluted the linguistic and ethnic polit-
ics of the State. But in doing so, it has sharply po-
larised Assam along religious lines. The delimita-
tion carved out constituencies by packing and
cracking communities in ways that suppress Mus-
lim representation, with the BJP and the Con-
gress now mirroring a Hindu-Muslim binary in
the newly elected Assembly. Eviction drives have
disproportionately targeted Bengali-speaking
Muslim communities; 40,000 individuals were
displaced in 2025 alone, o�cially framed as anti-
encroachment action but widely seen as selective
targeting. Assam is a sensitive border region, and
the BJP’s approach to its governance needs to be
commensurately sensitive. All parties have a leg-
itimate right to consolidate themselves and win
elections. But that must be done with the utmost
attention to the long-term health of the polity and
the interests of the country as a whole. At this
moment of triumph, the BJP in Assam would do
well to re�ect on the costs of the victory that it
has just secured.

Cost of success
The BJP’s path to victory in Assam

undermined the health of India’s polity

R
iding a massive anti-incumbency wave,
the Congress-led United Democratic
Front (UDF) returned to power in the

Kerala Assembly on May 4, ending 10 years of its
being in the political wilderness. After an unpre-
cedented defeat in 2021, the alliance worked sys-
tematically for a comeback, winning four by-elec-
tions, the general election in 2024 and the
civic-body polls last year before storming back in-
to the State Assembly through deft electioneering
and collective e�ort that sought to capitalise on
surging resentment against the functioning of the
Left Democratic Front (LDF) government led by
CPI(M) leader Pinarayi Vijayan. The BJP reo-
pened its account, securing three seats, �nishing
second in six and clinching a substantial share of
votes in pockets in north, central and south Ker-
ala, redrawing the electoral landscape. Its low
vote share notwithstanding, the party is doubt-
less growing, albeit incrementally. To be fair to
the Left, which received a debilitating blow, the
outgoing government embarked on a path of
growth, �lling infrastructure gaps, soliciting priv-
ate investment and pursuing sustainable indus-
tries without forgoing its Leftist thrust on welfare
and public governance, despite facing �scal em-
bargoes and pocket veto by inimical Governors.
While Left supporters acquiesced in its political
economy, many could not digest the lack of ac-
countability and the overbearing, if not dismis-
sive, demeanour of the CPI(M)’s senior leader-
ship. The Left tried to claim what was seen as an
emerging Hindu vote base through events such as
the Global Ayyappa Devotees’ Meet, even while
selectively targeting the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) for presumably being in concert
with the forces of political Islam. The IUML em-
ployed everything in its armour to hand a crush-
ing defeat to the Left, not just in Malappuram, its
stronghold, but also in other parts of the State.
Rebellion broke out in the rank and �le of the Left
ahead of the elections over issues of nepotism
and the concentration of power in a single person
bestowed with a cult status, which the UDF lever-
aged. It led to the fall of some decades-old Left ci-
tadels, with a cascading e�ect elsewhere as well.

Back in the saddle, the immediate task before
the Congress and the UDF will be to stay true to
their slogan of being a team and �nalise a cabinet
with a popular and e�cient leader. A historic
mandate of 102 seats, also counting the indepen-
dents it backed, should inspire the alliance to
form a government that is accessible, competent
and grounded. The period between polling and
counting saw senior Congress leaders draw pu-
blic ridicule for an unabashed display of a lust for
the chief ministerial post, to the dismay of the
party high command and the allies. Democracy
would be better served if the Congress acted res-
ponsibly, with the leaders setting aside personal
ambitions for the larger good.

Back in the saddle
Congress leaders in Kerala should rise

above personal ambitions

O
n March 11, 2026, the Minister of State for
Health, Anupriya Patel, informed
Parliament that 43 new medical colleges

have been established and 11,682 MBBS seats
along with 8,967 postgraduate seats have been
approved for the 2025-26 academic year.

Will this address India’s problem of
non-availability of doctors in the public health
system? Of the 8,967 new postgraduate doctors,
how many will actually have the inclination to
serve in aspirational districts or underserved
areas? Of the 43 newly sanctioned medical
colleges, only eight are under State governments,
eight are in the Employees’ State Insurance (ESI)
sector, and 27 are in the private sector. Private
medical colleges, after charging high capitation
fees, have no obligation to post their trainees in
government service, nor can they be compelled
to do so. There is also no clearly de�ned policy or
stipulations to ensure that public health
institutions bene�t maximally by �lling existing
vacancies in specialist cadre posts.

Merely investing in capital expenditure and
infrastructure alone will not yield the desired
improvement in health services in hilly, tribal,
and other remote underserved areas. Eleven out
of 18 All India Institutes of Medical Sciences
report around 40% vacancies in their teaching
and research faculty positions. Without adequate
research and teaching capacity, how can we
e�ectively train specialists?

Glaring vacancy rate
According to The Health Dynamics of India
2022-23 report, the vacancy rate in 5,491 rural
Community Health Centres (CHC) across 757
districts in India is 79.9%, with only 4,413
specialists available against a requirement of
21,964. Since 2014, the shortfall of specialists in
CHCs has remained at around 17,500, despite the
creation of additional postgraduate medical seats
— 72,627 across 731 medical colleges.

Newly graduated specialists are often unwilling
to work in remote and underserved areas due to
inadequate facilities, including lack of equipment,
decent sta� quarters, schools for their children,

and adequate peer medical support. If specialists
were available at CHCs, patients from rural and
tribal areas would not need to travel long
distances to district headquarters hospitals or
medical colleges. 

A CHC serves as a �rst referral unit for a
population of about 1.6 lakh to 2 lakh and is
expected to have 30 beds with �ve specialists —
physician, surgeon, obstetrician, paediatrician,
and anaesthetist. However, the majority of CHCs
remain crippled due to a persistent shortage of
specialists, a problem that has continued for
many years.

Yet, States continue to construct more CHCs to
utilise available central government funds, even
though many of them function e�ectively as
primary health centres. There are 5,491 CHCs
across 785 districts — about seven CHCs per
district — which is not a feasible model. With only
4,413 specialists available at present, just 882
CHCs can be fully operationalised, e�ectively
leaving only one functional CHC per district in
addition to the district hospital for specialised
care.

Flawed budgetary focus
The central health Budget is largely focused on
infrastructure, without matching allocations for
drugs, diagnostics, ambulance services,
emergency care, or salaries for temporary sta�. If
the goal is to improve people’s health, it must
prioritise operational outcomes rather than
merely investing capital in building construction,
leaving the rest to be managed by State budgets.

How do we manage better with what we have
in hand? We need to put the brakes on overly
enthusiastic declarations of new CHCs, which
often serve populist political mileage rather than
functional need.

Classify all PHCs and CHCs into normal,
di�cult, and most di�cult areas based on
de�ned criteria, as was done in Chhattisgarh
under the Rural Medical Corps Scheme. The most
di�cult areas are those with persistently high
sta� vacancies over long periods. Introduce
special incentives such as additional

compensatory �nancial allowances, priority for
postgraduate seats, sta� quarters, and quality
schooling facilities for children, among others.

Additional steps to take
Hereafter, all government-sponsored
postgraduate seat allocations must be linked to
existing vacancies in CHCs or district hospitals.
Candidates willing to �ll a specialist vacancy in a
CHC should be allotted a seat in the
corresponding speciality, with the assurance that
upon completion of training, they will be posted
there immediately. 

Conversely, aspirant doctors must provide an
undertaking to serve in the designated
government facility �rst. Priority may be given to
those who commit to a 10-year service bond in
di�cult-area CHCs, along with additional
incentives under the National Health Mission. We
must strictly follow an “all or none” principle in
posting specialists — either all �ve specialists are
placed in a CHC or none at all —avoiding
piecemeal deployment or the dilution of services
by spreading specialists too thinly.

Urgent construction of sta� quarters and
renovation of operation theatres, labour rooms,
intensive care units, and 24-hour emergency
units must be undertaken in such CHCs, which
may number two or three per district. Similar
undertakings and post graduate training can be
awarded to nurses willing to serve in remote
needy areas.

When adequate specialists are posted as a
team at the sub-district or town level, the image
of government hospitals improves in the public
eye. The workload is better distributed, and
optimal sharing reduces stress on doctors on
duty. Interpersonal communication with patients
also improves. This, in turn, enhances patient
satisfaction and reduces con�icts between the
public and doctors and other health sta�.

We can no longer a�ord to see nearly 70,000
specialists graduating from 731 medical colleges
without adequately �lling the vacant posts in the
public health system, which remains the only
source of care for the poor and marginalised.

Fixing structural de�cits in India’s health system

Dr. K.R. Antony 

Public health system

and policy

development adviser

There needs to
be greater
alignment
between
medical
education and
public service

Congress’s political moves
It is regrettable that the
Congress party has
degenerated into an
untrustworthy political
entity. It has shown no
hesitation in shamelessly
disowning the alliance that
brought it to victory or
jumping ship for the sake of
power. Anyone who
understands the pulse of
Tamil Nadu politics knows
this fact: if the Congress
were to contest alone, its
party workers would lose
their security deposits. After

balance — firm ideological
clarity without rigid
isolation. If the TVK can
convert this moment into a
model of transparent
coalition-building and
policy-driven governance, it
may redefine regional
politics. Otherwise, it risks
becoming just another
player in the same old
power arithmetic.

Shahim Maindala,
Bantwal, Mangaluru

MLA, voted against the TVK.
That verdict has been
laundered into its opposite
within 48 hours. 
Gopalaswamy J.,
Chennai

The TVK’s rise signals a
public desire for political
renewal, but its next steps
will define its credibility.
Seeking Congress support is
pragmatic, yet an
overreliance on legacy
parties risks diluting its
independent mandate. The
future demands a careful

is no betrayal in the
Congress supporting the
TVK for government
formation. The arithmetic is
right; the logic is inverted.
Both the Congress and the
DMK were routed by the
same force: the TVK. The
Congress survived largely
on the strength of the DMK.
That it now uses those five
seats as a kingmaker lever
to install the very party that
destroyed its alliance is not
a political pivot — it is
political parricide. The voter
who elected a Congress

alliance together during the
Assembly elections and the
general election in 2024. It
also overlooks the larger
picture for the 2029 general
election. Strategic decisions
must be guided by
long-term coherence, not
short-term numbers.
A.B. Eddy,
Chennai

A Congress spokesperson
has argued that since the
TVK defeated the DMK, and
the Congress too lost 23 of
28 seats it contested, there

winning by riding on the
votes and the influence of
the DMK, the Congress’s
tendency to forget alliance
ethics overnight and defect
to the opposing side is a
threat to democracy itself.
S. Padmanabhan,
Kochi, Kerala

The Congress’s move to
support the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam is troubling as it
will undermine the INDIA
bloc alliance. Such a shift
ignores the political
understanding that held the
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A special experiment conducted by the
bee-keeping wing of the Khadi and Village
Industries Board in collaboration with the
Central Bee Research Institute, Poona, during
the blossoming of the co�ee plants in Yercaud
last month has proved to be a success. 

During the one-week period of the
experiment when co�ee plants were in full
blossom it was found that the honey production
doubled. In 12 bee-hives kept at selected places,
it was found that the average yield from each
box was 3 kg as against about 4 kg during
normal times.

Special steps were taken to enclose a portion
of the co�ee plants completely secure from
pollination by bees or other natural agents
ensuring only self-pollination; in another section
co�ee plants were allowed to be pollinated by all
natural agents including bees, and in the last
section co�ee plants were surrounded by
bee-hives so as to ensure maximum pollination
by bees.

The Co�ee Research Department is also
taking follow-up action to �nd out the quality
and quantity of co�ee seeds that would be
available from each of these sections after about
nine months. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO MAY 7, 1976

Better co�ee yields with
honey bees

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Simla, May 5: Plague has now assumed alarming
proportions in the Punjab. During the week
ending 10th April, there were no less than 7,236
cases and deaths stood at 5,379. 

Practically every district in the Punjab has
some area a�ected by plague with the exception
of Simla, Kangra, Shahpur, Jhelum, Jhang,
Multan and Muza�ergarb. The largest number of
cases and deaths are reported from the Eastern
districts.

Practically all the districts also report stray
cases of small-pox. During the week, 365 cases
of small pox occurred and 120 were deaths
therefrom.

Balaspuri States are reported to be free from
infection. The Health Department, Punjab is
organising a campaign for meeting this
situation.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MAY 7, 1926

Plague’s heavy toll in the
Punjab

T
he latest rule changes
by the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences are not merely

procedural — they signal a
philosophical shift in how global
cinema is seen, validated, and
circulated. By loosening the “one
country, one �lm” submission rule
for the International Feature
category, and allowing
festival-acclaimed �lms to qualify
independently, the Academy
Awards are attempting to
dismantle one of the most
enduring bottlenecks in world
cinema. For India, this is not just
an administrative tweak — it is a
structural opening, especially for
its vibrant but sidelined
independent �lm ecosystem.

For decades, India’s Oscar
journey has been shaped as much
by internal gatekeeping as by
external perception. The country’s
o�cial entry — decided by
committees — has often sparked
debate, with selections that leaned
toward middle-of-the-road
narratives rather than daring or
politically nuanced cinema. This
has meant that some of India’s
most globally resonant �lms never
even entered the Oscar race.

No dearth of candidates
Consider The Lunchbox. Directed
by Ritesh Batra, the �lm
premiered at Cannes Critics’
Week; garnered universal acclaim;
and travelled widely across
international festivals. Its delicate
storytelling, anchored in
loneliness and urban alienation,
spoke a cinematic language that
global audiences immediately
embraced. Yet, it was not selected
as India’s o�cial Oscar entry.
Under the new rules, a �lm like
The Lunchbox could have
bypassed national selection and
entered the Oscars directly. 

Similarly, Court by Chaitanya
Tamhane, which is a deeply
political examination of India’s
judicial system, won the Orizzonti
Award at Venice and multiple
international honours. While it
was India’s o�cial entry, it lacked
the sustained campaign

infrastructure to penetrate the
Oscar shortlist. Under a system
that values festival recognition
more directly, such �lms gain not
just eligibility but also legitimacy.

Or take Masaan, directed by
Neeraj Ghaywan. Premiering in
the ‘Un Certain Regard’ section at
Cannes and winning two awards,
Masaan bridged the spaces of the
intimate and the universal with
remarkable ease. Its exploration of
caste, grief, and aspiration in
small-town India resonated far
beyond its geography. Yet, it never
became India’s Oscar entry. In the
new framework, its festival
success alone could have
propelled it into the awards race.

Even more telling are �lms such
as Village Rockstars by Rima Das. A
deeply personal, almost
handmade �lm set in rural Assam,
it won the National Award and
travelled internationally,
embodying a kind of authenticity
that the global �lm community
increasingly values. While it was
India’s o�cial submission, its lack
of campaign backing limited its
reach. A festival-driven
quali�cation system could amplify
such voices, allowing them to
compete on artistic merit rather
than industrial muscle.

Lack of representation
Indian independent cinema has
long been globally visible but
institutionally underrepresented.
The new Oscar guidelines disrupt
this pattern by shifting the axis of
validation from national
committees to international
circuits. This is particularly
signi�cant in a country like India,
where cinema operates across
multiple languages, regions, and
aesthetic traditions. The idea that
a single �lm can “represent” such
diversity has always been �awed.
By allowing multiple entry points,
the Academy is acknowledging
that cinema is not a monolith but
a mosaic. However, this expanded
access also introduces new
complexities. Festival success,
while crucial, is not a guarantee of
Oscar traction. The Academy’s
ecosystem still relies heavily on

visibility, campaigning, and
industry networks. Films such as
All We Imagine as Light by Payal
Kapadia demonstrate how crucial
sustained global engagement is.
Under the new rules, such �lms
are better positioned, but they still
require strategic backing to
convert acclaim into nominations.

Yet, the broader implication of
these changes lies in how they
reshape cinematic aspiration. For
Indian �lmmakers, especially
those outside the mainstream
industry, the Oscars are no longer
a distant, opaque institution
mediated by national selection.
They become a more accessible
platform — one that rewards global
dialogue over domestic
endorsement. This could catalyse
a shift in how �lms are conceived,
produced, and circulated. One
may see greater emphasis on
international co-productions,
festival strategies, and
cross-cultural storytelling. At the
same time, there is a risk of
homogenisation — of �lms
tailoring themselves to perceived
“festival tastes” at the expense of
local speci�city. 

But the history of cinema
suggests otherwise. The most
globally successful �lms are often
those most deeply rooted in their
own contexts. Bong Joon-ho’s
Parasite did not dilute its Korean
identity to achieve global success.
The lesson for Indian cinema is
clear: authenticity travels.

The road ahead
Ultimately, the new Oscar
guidelines acknowledge that
cinema today is transnational —
not because it erases borders, but
because it speaks across them.

For Indian independent
cinema, this is a moment of
possibility. The challenge lies in
building the ecosystems that can
support this transition: better
international distribution, and
robust campaign infrastructures.
If that happens, the impact could
be profound. Not just in terms of
awards, but in how Indian stories
are positioned within the global
cinematic imagination.

A new roadmap for independent cinema

Vani Tripathi
Tikoo 

Actor, Producer, and

the Artistic Director of

the International Film

Festival of Delhi

For Indian
�lmmakers,
especially those
outside the
mainstream
industry, the
Oscars are no
longer a distant,
opaque
institution
mediated by
national
selection

STATE OF PLAY

E
ven though Tamil Na-
du’s outgoing Chief Mi-
nister M. K. Stalin put

on a brave face and said he
would face both defeat and
success with equanimity, his
loss in the Kolathur consti-
tuency appears to have sha-
ken him. As the leader of the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK), he campaigned across
the State for his party, and
had been con�dent that his
own constituency was secure,
having nurtured it like no oth-
er. He will go down in history
as the fourth sitting Chief Mi-
nister of Tamil Nadu who has
lost an election.

Constituencies represented
by a Chief Minister typically
attain VIP status by default.
Kolathur, however, became
Mr. Stalin’s second home, as
he made it a point to visit al-
most every week. The consti-
tuency saw the development
of hospitals, schools, �yovers,
playgrounds, and colleges,
among other facilities.

Yet voters chose the candi-
date of the �edgling Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), V. S.
Babu, a former DMK leader
and district secretary. Obser-
vers point to a shift in voting
patterns among certain com-
munities in the constituency,
including Christians and Sche-
duled Castes, some of whom
appeared to favour actor C. Jo-
seph Vijay’s TVK.

Shift among Christians
This trend was not con�ned to
Kolathur. In several consti-
tuencies across the State with
a signi�cant Christian popula-
tion — traditionally seen as
supportive of the DMK due to
its strong anti-Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) stance — there ap-

peared to be a shift in prefe-
rences. The decline in vote
share for the DMK and its al-
lies in districts such as Kanni-
yakumari, which has a sub-
stantial Christian population,
suggests the alliance may have
lost ground among these vo-
ters. In Killiyur, Congress can-
didate Rajesh Kumar, who had
won by a margin of over
50,000 votes in 2021, saw his
victory margin shrink to just
over 1,000 votes this time.
Other constituencies in the
district witnessed a similar
trend. A comparable pattern
appeared in Kolathur, where
some voters seemed to favour
Mr. Vijay over Mr. Stalin, des-
pite the Chief Minister’s conti-
nued engagement with the
community, including orga-
nising annual Christmas
events and extending �nancial
support to certain churches.

Some voters framed their
preferences in identity terms,
expressing a desire for greater
representation in leadership. 

Apolitical Gen-Z
Beyond Kolathur, the DMK ap-
peared to be struggling to con-
nect with sections of ‘Genera-
tion Z’ or Gen-Z, whose
political engagement tends to
be more �uid and less tied to
established party structures.
Historically, the Dravidian
movement has drawn signi�-
cant strength from student
mobilisation. In contrast,
campus politics today appears
far more subdued. Student
unions are absent in many col-

leges, and even where they ex-
ist, they are often largely apol-
itical in character. The
proliferation of engineering
and professional colleges,
along with a shift away from
the humanities, has further
contributed to the weakening
of political engagement
among students. For many
students, the primary focus is
on securing employment
through campus placements,
leaving limited space for sus-
tained political involvement.
The DMK leadership appears
to be continuing to rely on an
older political idiom, rooted in
the rhetoric of the 1950s and
1960s, and often centred on
emotive appeals, which may
have limited resonance in to-
day’s social media-driven
campaign environment.

In contrast, Mr. Vijay’s cam-
paign suggests that electoral
success can, at least in certain
contexts, be achieved without
a deeply entrenched organisa-
tional structure or continuous
engagement through tradi-
tional media, large-scale con-
ferences, or expansive cam-
paign spending. His approach
points to the growing impor-
tance of alternative modes of
outreach, particularly those
that connect more directly
with younger and digitally en-
gaged voters. In many consti-
tuencies, voters did not know
the candidates of Mr. Vijay’s
party. They voted for him and
his symbol, the ‘Whistle’.

Mr. Vijay’s victory has put
an end to the bipolar politics
of Tamil Nadu, hitherto domi-
nated by the two Dravidian
parties. The shift towards a
three-cornered contest has
created space for smaller par-
ties as well as a party like the
BJP, which has been making
sustained e�orts to establish a
foothold. The TVK’s emer-
gence may realign Tamil Na-
du’s political equations more
broadly.

The rise of an apolitical polity 
TVK’s victory points to the importance of alternative modes of outreach

B. Kolappan
kolappan.b@thehindu.co.in

T
he Tamilaga Vettri Kazha-
gam (TVK), which sprung
a surprise in the 2026 As-

sembly elections, has not only al-
tered the bipolar nature of Tamil
Nadu’s politics for the �rst time
since 1977, but has also raised
questions over the future of the
two Dravidian majors — the Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
and the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK).

However, analysis of region-
wise variations in the vote shares
secured by the TVK, the DMK and
the AIADMK in the 134 constituen-
cies they directly faced each other
showed that the electoral outcome
has become an existential threat
for the AIADMK, which seems to
have lost its core vote bank to the
TVK. In contrast, the DMK has lar-
gely retained its core vote bank. 

In three of the �ve regions —
Greater Chennai, central and
south — the vote share secured by
the AIADMK in the seats it contest-
ed is the lowest in 2026. For the
DMK, the vote share secured in
2026 was its lowest ever only in the
Greater Chennai region (Table 1). 

A closer analysis also showed
that there was a strong negative
correlation between the vote
shares secured by the AIADMK
and the TVK in almost all of these
134 constituencies (Table 2). This
means that wherever the
AIADMK’s vote share dropped, the
TVK’s vote share went up. This was
more pronounced in the consti-
tuencies in the central and south
regions (Chart 1).

This negative correlation bet-
ween the AIADMK and the TVK
was robust across all regions, ex-
cept the West, which had been a
stronghold of the former in the
past few decades. 

In comparison, such a correla-
tion was not observed between the

TVK and the DMK, except in the
Greater Chennai region where the
TVK swept the polls by hurting
both the Dravidian parties. In fact,
in the north, central and west re-
gions, both the DMK and the TVK
had a positive correlation, which
means wherever the TVK had
good vote shares or lower ones,
the DMK had the same as well. 

Curiously, if the AIADMK had
lost a chunk of structural or core
support to the TVK, then the DMK
should have emerged victorious
overall, thanks to the split in the
anti-incumbency votes. But that
did not happen. The reason is visi-
ble in another set of data: the
change in vote shares since 2021.
Table 3 shows the swing in those
same 134 seats.

In most regions, the DMK lost a
higher share of votes than the
AIADMK — except in the west and
the south. And overall, across
these 134 seats, the DMK’s vote
share dropped by 13.9 percentage
points against the AIADMK’s 12.0.

This seeming contradiction
where the AIADMK is hitting its
lowest �oors while the DMK is wit-
nessing a larger overall swing com-
pared to 2021, is best explained by
the kinds of voters each party lost.
The DMK shed a bigger pool of
�oating/swing voters to the TVK,
either due to anti-incumbency or a
clear preference for a new �lm-
star-led party that promised
change. These losses were broadly
uniform across constituencies,
which is why they show up as a
large swing but do not correlate
with the TVK’s seat-by-seat
strength. The AIADMK lost a small-
er share of votes overall because it
had a lower vote share than the
DMK to begin with in 2021. But a
larger fraction of what it lost was
core support. 

In a party system, where the
AIADMK’s political identity rests
on it being the anti-DMK pole, the
TVK’s inroads into the “Two
leaves” base poses a serious threat
to the party founded by former
Chief Minister M.G. Ramachan-
dran.

TVK makes inroads into AIADMK’s core voter base in T.N. 
Historical �oors show the DMK losing less of its core support and more of its �oating votes

Pon Vasanth B.A. 
Sambavi Parthasarathy 
Srinivasan Ramani

DATA POINT
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Cost of EU plan to
phase out Chinese
tech for the bloc

432.83
in $

billion. EU

proposals

to tighten cybersecurity by phasing out

equipment from Chinese suppliers risk

costing the bloc over $400 billion in the

next five years, China’s Chamber of

Commerce to the EU said. REUTERS

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Teaching hospital
doctors dismissed 
by A.P. government

51
Andhra Pradesh Health Minister

Satya Kumar Yadav said the

government has permanently

dismissed 51 doctors serving under the

Director of Medical Education over

“unauthorised absence from duties”. The

move is part of a crackdown on negligence

in the State’s health care system. PTI

Amount to be spent by
Musk on SpaceX AI
chip project in Texas

55
in $ billion. Elon Musk’s SpaceX

plans to invest at least $55

billion to build semiconductor

manufacturing facility in Texas, according

to a public notice, producing chips for AI,

robotics and data centres in space. He said

the facility would be run jointly by his firm

Tesla and his rocket company SpaceX. AFP

Saplings to be planted
by Delhi Forest Dept.
in the Central Ridge

1.5
in lakh. The Delhi Forest

Department will launch a

plantation project in the

Central Ridge to transform around 10 acres

of degraded forest land into a dense native

forest ecosystem. They will plant nearly 1

lakh to 1.5 lakh saplings at a density of 3-5

saplings per square metre. PTI

Number of skeletal
remains recovered
from mass grave site

249
The number of skeletal

remains recovered at

the alleged mass grave

site in Chemmani reached 249 during the

third phase of excavation work ordered by

a court, according to a human rights

lawyer. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

A
day after the Trinamool
Congress lost the West Bengal
elections to the BJP, party
chairperson Mamata Banerjee

on May 5 said she would not resign as
Chief Minister, alleging that the verdict
was the result of a “conspiracy” rather
than the people’s mandate. Addressing a
press conference, Ms. Banerjee claimed
the elections had not been conducted
fairly and accused the BJP of misusing
central forces to “forcibly capture” booths
and in�uence the outcome. She added
that the party would challenge the results
and continue its political �ght.

Can a Governor remove a CM?
Article 164(1) of the Constitution provides
that “the Chief Minister shall be
appointed by the Governor and the other
Ministers shall be appointed by the
Governor on the advice of the Chief
Minister, and the Ministers shall hold
o�ce during the pleasure of the
Governor.” On a literal reading of the
provision, therefore, the Governor
appears to possess the authority to
remove a CM from o�ce. However,
members of the Constituent Assembly
had cautioned that such a provision could
potentially lend itself to an arbitrary
exercise of gubernatorial discretion.

Constituent Assembly member
Mohammad Ismail Khan had moved an
amendment to the provision (then Article
144 of the Draft Constitution) proposing
that the phrase “during the pleasure” be
replaced with the words “so long as they
enjoy the con�dence of the Legislative
Assembly of the State.” He contended that
once the constitutional scheme envisaged
the Governor as a nominee of the

President, the Constitution ought to have
made it explicit that the Council of
Ministers would hold o�ce not at the
Governor’s pleasure, but only so long as it
continued to enjoy the con�dence of the
Legislative Assembly.

Addressing this concern, Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar, Chairman of the Drafting
Committee of the Constitution, a�rmed
that the Council of Ministers shall hold
o�ce only so long as it enjoys the
con�dence of the majority. “The reason
why we have not so expressly stated it,”
he explained, “is because it has not been
stated in that fashion or in those terms in
any of the Constitutions which lay down a
parliamentary system of government.”

Over the years, the Supreme Court has
also interpreted the Governor’s powers as
�owing primarily from the “aid and
advice” of the Council of Ministers. In A.G.
Perarivalan v. State Through
Superintendent of Police (2022), the apex
court observed that the “Governor” is
“but a shorthand expression for the State
government”. While recognising the
Governor as “the formal head and sole

repository of the executive power”, the
court held that the o�ce is ordinarily
bound by the aid and advice of the State’s
Council of Ministers.

When is a �oor test required?
If a Governor asks a Chief Minister to step
down and invites another candidate for
the post while the tenure of the
Legislative Assembly is still on, there has
to be a �oor test — a constitutional
mechanism used to determine whether
the executive enjoys the con�dence of the
legislature. Under this process, the Chief
Minister must prove majority support in
the House. Failure to do so requires the
CM to resign.

If no party or coalition can form a
stable government, President’s Rule
under Article 356 may be imposed as a
measure of last resort.

What happens after the Assembly’s
tenure ends?
Article 172 of the Constitution deals with
the duration of a State Legislative
Assembly and stipulates that, “unless

sooner dissolved”, an Assembly “shall
continue for �ve years from the date
appointed for its �rst meeting and no
longer, and the expiration of the said
period of �ve years shall operate as a
dissolution of the Assembly.”

According to the Election Commission,
the current West Bengal Assembly
commenced its term on May 8, 2021, and
is set to expire on May 7. Thereafter, the
Governor will have to initiate the process
for constituting a new Assembly. 

What happens next?
According to former Lok Sabha
Secretary-General P.D.T. Achary, a formal
resignation following defeat in an
Assembly election is largely a matter of
convention. “Even if Ms. Banerjee does
not resign, it would make no material
di�erence. The tenure of the present
Assembly ends on May 7, and with its
dissolution, she will automatically cease
to hold o�ce as Chief Minister,” he said.

He, however, pointed out that an
election petition may be �led before the
Calcutta High Court within 45 days from
the declaration of the results of the
concerned candidate. Section 100 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951
enumerates the grounds on which the
election of a candidate may be challenged
and declared void, including corrupt
practices by the candidate and
non-compliance with statutory provisions
by the returning o�cer, among other
grounds. He noted that a writ petition
may be maintainable where the challenge
concerns the integrity of the electoral
process itself, including allegations of
arbitrary voter deletions during the
special intensive revision of electoral rolls
in West Bengal. 

“Large-scale deletion of voters in an
election constitutes a violation of
fundamental rights and can therefore be
challenged through a writ petition,” he
said.

When does a CM cease to hold o�ce?
Can a Governor remove a Chief Minister? What does ‘pleasure of the Governor’ mean? When is a �oor test required? What happens after the Assembly’s 

tenure ends? Can election results be challenged in court?

A woman walks past banners of Mamata Banerjee, on Wednesday, in Kolkata. PTI

Aaratrika Bhaumik
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Though Article 164 states that
the Council of Ministers holds
o�ice “during the pleasure of
the Governor”, this is not
absolute; in practice, a Chief
Minister can continue only so
long as they enjoy the
confidence of the Legislative
Assembly.

�

The majority of a Chief Minister
is determined through a floor
test in the House, and if they
fail to prove support, they must
resign.

The story so far:

O
n May 1, 2026 — International
Workers’ Day — the Karnataka
government announced the
operationalisation of a

specialised grievance redressal
mechanism for platform-based gig
workers in the State. Claimed to be the
�rst government-backed grievance
handling mechanism for gig workers in
India, it allows workers to o�cially lodge
complaints through the Integrated Public
Grievance Redressal System (IPGRS), the
State’s centralised digital platform for
addressing citizen grievances related to
government schemes.

How does the system work?
Platform-based gig workers can now
o�cially lodge grievances, including
those related to pay, working conditions,
and platform-speci�c disputes, via the
IPGRS. 

Under the Karnataka Platform-Based
Gig Workers (Social Security and Welfare)
Act, every aggregator platform must
constitute an Internal Dispute Resolution
Committee (IDRC). Grievances �led on

the IPGRS will be automatically routed to
the respective platform’s IDRC. Upon
receiving a complaint, the IDRC is
expected to attempt resolution within 15
working days, and is allowed up to 45
days to issue a �nal order. Any party
aggrieved by the �nal decision can
escalate the matter to the Karnataka Gig
Workers Welfare Board within 30 days.

What concerns can a gig worker
raise?
Gig workers can raise complaints related
to suspension, blocking, or deactivation
of accounts, termination from the
platform, reduction or withholding of
payments, unfair penalties,
discrimination, unsafe working
conditions, or other violations of rights
guaranteed under the Act.

What gap does it address?
While many platforms have internal
grievance redressal mechanisms, these
systems exist outside a formal dispute
resolution framework. As a result, gig
workers have often reported a lack of
resolution to their grievances. Many have
complained that platforms quite often
turn a blind eye to the workers’ woes. 

The Karnataka government’s move
seeks to bring more structure and
transparency into the process and ensure
legal recourse for these workers outside
the formal economy. Gig workers can now
o�cially lodge grievances through the
portal, which will then be routed to the
respective platform’s IDRC. The
government, as a central facilitator, will
monitor the process.

Why is the mechanism being
implemented now?
The Karnataka Platform-Based Gig
Workers (Social Security and Welfare) Act,
2025, was o�cially noti�ed in September
2025.

In March 2026, Karnataka became the
�rst Indian State to notify the Rules to
enact the law for gig workers. The
grievance-redressal mechanism for gig
workers in the State forms a crucial part
of the Act. It is considered a major
deterrent that would hinder arbitrary
terminations or account deactivation of
gig workers and address their concerns.

What are the other key developments
related to the Act?
In January 2026, the Karnataka

Platform-Based Gig Workers Welfare
Development Board was constituted to
implement welfare measures.

Platforms have been mandated to
furnish details of both the company and
their gig workers — including name, age,
phone number, Aadhaar number, UAN,
and bank account details — to the Board.
This data will be integrated into the
Board’s portal.

According to the government, so far,
around 12 platforms/aggregators have
provided details of 12 lakh active gig
workers in the State. 

However, given that several workers
are associated with multiple platforms,
the numbers could contain overlaps. This
is expected to be sorted once the
government comes up with unique IDs for
each worker.

In February, the government
announced that 1% of every transaction
will be collected from aggregator
platforms to provide social security
bene�ts to platform-based gig workers.

What will the welfare fee be used for?
The welfare fee will go to the Karnataka
Platform-Based Gig Workers’ Fund to
provide social security and welfare
bene�ts to platform-based gig workers in
the State. 

According to government o�cials,
schemes for gig workers, depending on
the platform they work for, are being
developed and will be put forward for
deliberation at the next board meeting.
The schemes being considered include
life insurance, accidental bene�t,
disability bene�t, medical bene�t,
maternity bene�t, and old-age protection,
depending on the nature of gig work.

What is Karnataka’s new gig
worker grievance system?
What gap does Karnataka’s new system address? How will the welfare fee be used?

Shilpa Elizabeth
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�

Karnataka has operationalised
a government-backed
grievance redressal mechanism
for platform-based gig workers,
allowing them to lodge
complaints through the IPGRS,
which is routed to platform
IDRCs for resolution.

�

The move aims to bring
structure, transparency, and
legal recourse to gig workers,
addressing issues such as pay,
working conditions, and
arbitrary account deactivation.
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QUESTION 1

The first inauguration of ________ as
President of the largest country in the
world (as per land area) took place on this
day in 2000. The former intelligence o�icer
continues to lead the nation to this day.
Fill in the blank.
X

QUESTION 2

Today marks the birthday of an Indian
polymath who wrote and composed the
national anthems of two countries,
possibly influenced a third as well. Name
him.
X

QUESTION 3

Started as a radio repair business, this
modest firm went on to pioneer major
innovations in consumer electronics.
Name the iconic Japanese company
established on this day in 1946.
X

QUESTION 4

On May 7, 1954, French forces were

defeated by Vietnamese troops at Dien Bien
Phu. The battle was part of which war?
X

QUESTION 5

Which composer premiered his Ninth
Symphony in Vienna on May 7, 1824? The
performance was conducted by Michael
Umlauf because of concerns about the
composer’s hearing loss.
X

QUESTION 6

Nazi Germany signed an unconditional
surrender on May 8, 1945, bringing the Second
World War in Europe to an end. However, an
earlier surrender document signed the
previous day was rejected by the Soviet Union.
Why?
X

QUESTION 7

On May 7, 1999, the U.S.-led NATO accidentally
bombed the embassy of which country in
Belgrade?
X

QUESTION 8

Which parliamentary confrontation beginning
May 7, 1940, directly led to Winston Churchill
replacing Neville Chamberlain as Britain’s PM?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s

daily quiz: 1. TVK candidate Seenivasa Sethupathy
defeated DMK leader K.R. Periyakaruppan in the
Tiruppattur Assembly seat by one vote. Which Vijay
movie, directed by A.R. Murugadoss, popularised
the power of a single vote? Ans: Sarkar

2. This man directed Vijay’s first film in a leading
role and also gave him the title of ‘Ilaya Thalapathy
(young commander)’. Name him. Ans: Vijay's

father, S.A. Chandrasekhar

3. Vijay played triple roles in a film directed by
Atlee. Name it. Ans: Mersal

4. The film Thamizhan launched the career of a

famous Bollywood actor. In it, Vijay’s character
spreads awareness about the law to the common
man. Name the Bollywood actor and name Vijay’s
character, which is also the name of another Tamil
actor. Ans: Priyanka Chopra, Surya

5. This film’s tagline annoyed Jayalalithaa. What
was the name of the film, and what was the
tagline? Ans: Thalaiva; time to lead

Visual: This is a poster of a Vijay film that remains
unreleased. Name the film which was stalled due
to intense CBFC disputes. Ans: Jana Nayagan

Early Birds: Sunil Madhavan | K.N. Viswanathan |
Tamanjit Bisla | Arpit kullu | Erfanally Oosmany

THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on birthdays, war scenarios, and everything else that happened on May 7

X

Visual Question

Heads of key neutralist
nations of the Non-Aligned
Movement at a meeting in
1960. Indian Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru is seen on
the left. Identify the leader on
the far right, who was born on
May 7, 1892, and was a
long-time communist head 
of a Balkan federation.
THE HINDU ARCHIVES

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Mohammed Hidhayat

“Did you watch the men’s �nal?”
“No, I didn’t bother to watch it. I don’t

like Pete Sampras. But I knew from the
beginning that he could win the event
standing on his head.”

“Standing on his head?”
“When you say that someone can do

something standing on his head, it means
he can do it very easily. He can….”

“…he can do it blindfolded.”
“Exactly! Here’s an example. Shyam is

an excellent dentist. He can remove that
rotten tooth of yours standing on his
head.”

“Mohan said he could pass the TOEFL
test standing on his head. How does that
sound?”

“Excellent. Sujatha is great with
computers. She can write programmes
standing on her head.”

“Talking about Sujatha, what was she
complaining about the other day?”

“She apparently got stood up by
Ramesh and she….”

“…Ramesh stood her up? Why? Was he
measuring her height?”

“No! No! You see, when you say that
somebody ‘stood you up’, it means that
some person made an appointment with
you and failed to turn up. And it
usually….”

“…in other words, you can be stood up
by anybody?”

“Not exactly! You are usually stood up
by your boyfriend or girlfriend. Or
someone very close to you.”

“In other words, the boyfriend or
girlfriend doesn’t show up for the date.”

“Exactly! Here is an example. When
Jyothi stood him up for the �fth time, I
think Chander got the message.”

“Sekhar stood up Shyamala because he
wanted to play cricket with his friends.
How does that sound?”

“Great! But I would say that it’s not
cricket!”

“I have never been stood up by
anyone.”

“You’ve never had the courage to ask
anyone to go out with you!”

“That’s not true! I’ve asked….”
“…let’s not get into an argument!”
“O.K. O.K! Have you changed your

mind about buying a car? Don’t you….”
“…no, I haven’t. I am going to stand pat

on the issue.”
“Stand pat on the issue! I’ve never

heard that expression before.”
“When you say you are going to ‘stand

pat on something’, it means that you are
going to stick �rmly to your position or
opinion.”

“I see. Ramdas believes that some of
our senior cricket players have made tons
of money through illegal means. He has
stood pat on this issue for the past two
years.”

“Dilip decided not to get married when
he was twenty one. He has stood pat on
the decision for the past seven years.”

“I think I understand how the
expression is used now. So you are pat on
your decision about not buying a car.”

“I guess you could say that. Unless of
course, I spot a stand-out which I can buy
at a very low price.”

“What does it mean? Something very
special?”

“Exactly! When you refer to a person
or a thing as being a ‘stand-out’, it means
that you think that the person or thing is
something extraordinary.”

“In other words, it stands apart from
the rest of the things.”
Published in The Hindu on July 18, 2000

Know your
English

FROM THE ARCHIVES

S. Upendran

O
skar Spate, one of the only
geographers associated with
the Punjab Boundary
Commission in India, regularly

wrote in his private journals about the
fundamental con�ict between the
political demand for Pakistan and the
geographical realities of its
implementation. Spate was hired by the
Ahmadiyya community to help prepare
their claims for the Boundary
Commission, and while he did prepare
extensive maps and documents for them
— and for the Muslim League — his unease
anticipated a key strand of tension
between geography and political reality
that the Boundary Commission had to
contend with throughout its tenure.

This tension is explored in greater
detail in Mapping Partition: Politics,
Territory and the End of Empire in India
and Pakistan (Wiley) by Hannah
Fitzpatrick. The book studies the role and
mobilisation (or lack thereof ) of
geographical knowledge and expertise for
the process of partitioning. It begins by
tracing the evolution of a colonial archive
of geographical knowledge on the Indian
empire as represented in maps, census
�gures, gazetteers, ethnological reports,
and atlases. Fitzpatrick argues that this
knowledge was closely tied to colonial
rule long before it was used in the
partition of the subcontinent.

The book examines several di�erent

boundary proposals submitted to the
Punjab Boundary Commission to
highlight how the Commission’s terms of
reference, which required territorially
contiguous religious majorities, often
required solutions that put geographical
realities in direct competition with
demographic and political imperatives.
For instance, solutions like enclaves or
protected corridors could address the
need to have demographically
homogenous territories, but not the
requirement of territorial contiguity;
while contiguous boundaries often left
large sections of Muslim and non-Muslim
populations stranded, leaving large-scale
population transfers as the only viable
option. Part of the di�culty, as Spate
himself noted, was precisely that the
Boundary Commission sought to apply a
geographical and territorial solution for a
con�ict that was, at its core, political.

An additional problem was the lack of
clarity over what constituted accurate
data. In Borders and Con�ict in South Asia:
The Radcli�e Boundary Line and the
Partition of Punjab (Manchester
University Press), Lucy Chester notes that
the Commission’s mandate required it to
take into consideration “other factors”
while delimiting a boundary, but what
these other factors meant was only
vaguely de�ned. The ambiguity led to
varying interpretations of what data was
to be given precedence and the weight
and value to attach to each of these,
making it virtually impossible to agree on

one boundary line. Indeed, when the �nal
boundary award was announced by Sir
Cyril Radcli�e, the Commission’s chair,
both Congress and Muslim League leaders
lamented that the Commission hadn’t
taken into consideration the “right”
factors in �xing a boundary.

Additionally, access to o�cial Survey of
India maps had been greatly restricted
since World War II, meaning each
delegation seemingly prepared its own
maps. These maps, which displayed the
wide disagreements over questions of
space and territory that the Commission
had to navigate, ranged from con�icting
depictions of living patterns, documents
on socio-economic resources, the
Railways, or Punjab’s canal network.
Thus, while it was clear that geographical
knowledge was crucial to the making of
the boundary, what precisely constituted
useful knowledge and its accuracy was
much less clear.

Similar concerns over the credibility of
data marked the partition process in
Bengal, which was also impacted by the
regional topography in unique ways.
Willem van Schendel’s The Bengal
Borderland: Beyond Nation and State in
South Asia (Anthem South Asian Studies)
studies how the Radcli�e Line came
together as a “patchwork border”, as
complicated by the era’s politics as it was
disrupted by geography. As van Schendel
shows, not only did the Bengal Boundary
Commission have to work without
updated maps, it also had to contend with

unique topographical features like shifting
rivers and deltaic tidal islands of the
Sundarbans. In several sections where
maps were found to be inaccurate or
simply absent, the Commission had no
prior reference point upon which it could
base its boundary award.

Even as India and Pakistan both
accepted the Radcli�e Award as the �nal
boundary, what it meant on the ground
was unclear. Consequently, as van
Schendel notes, the demarcation of a
boundary was less a question for
geographical or boundary-making
expertise, but more a problem for local
bureaucracies and governments to settle.
What makes The Bengal Borderland
particularly interesting is its focus on the
decades after 1947, when the boundary
was translated from a line on paper to one
on the ground – and the long-lasting
impact this territorial engineering had on
the region’s inhabitants.

If Fitzpatrick and Chester show how
geographical expertise was limited and,
more to the point, deeply contested, The
Bengal Borderland o�ers a glimpse into
how geography acted on
boundary-making e�orts. Ultimately, as
the books show, what was at stake wasn’t
the application of cartography or
geographical practice to society, but
deciding which vision of space would
become real.
(Charuta Ghadyalpatil is a PhD researcher
in the Department of Geography at
Durham University)

Geography, data, and disagreement in
drawing India’s Partition boundaries
The division of the country in 1947 was as much a failure of geographical certainty as it was a political compromise; the Boundary Commission

struggled with contested maps, unclear data, and competing demands of territorial contiguity and demographic realities
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In a separate post on Wednesday, Mr. Trump said
the war could come to an end and the strait would
be opened for all if Iran accepted a deal.

“Assuming Iran agrees to give what has been
agreed to, which is, perhaps, a big assumption,
the Epic Fury will be at an end, and the highly ef-
fective Blockade will allow the Hormuz Strait to be
OPEN TO ALL, including Iran,” Mr. Trump said.
“If they don’t agree, the bombing starts, and it will
be, sadly, at a much higher level and intensity
than it was before,” he added.

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) said on Wednesday transit through the
strait would become safe as the security situation
in the Persian Gulf improves “with the aggressor’s
threats neutralised”.

Iran’s state media reported on Wednesday that
the country had o�cially launched a new me-
chanism to govern maritime tra�c through the
strait. “Under the newly implemented system, all
vessels intending to transit the Strait will receive
an email from the o�cial address info@PGSA.ir
outlining the rules and regulations for passage,”
according to a report by Press TV.

Ships are required to obtain a transit permit be-
fore crossing the strait, it said.

If Iran agrees to deal,
war could end: Trump

From Page One

Kolkata Police Commissioner Ajay Kumar Nand
said action will be taken against police o�cers
who were present at New Market during the inci-
dent but did not prevent it.

In a clash at the Nazat police station in Basirhat
Police district, �ve police personnel, including
two CAPF personnel, were injured. Fifteen per-
sons have been arrested in connection with the
incident. 

The West Bengal BJP leadership, including Sa-
mik Bhattacharya and Mr. Adhikari, have urged
party supporters to shun violence. Mr. Adhikari
said BJP workers should not eye Trinamool party
o�ces as illegal activities were conducted on
those premises.

“I am not supporting any violence, but do not
compare the situation with 2021 when the Trina-
mool won,” Mr. Adhikari said. He said that in 2021,
over 12,000 FIRs were �led and 57 persons were
killed.

(With inputs from Sreeparna Chakrabarty)

Suvendu’s aide killed in
Bengal post-poll attacks

In the supplementary a�davit �led by an o�cial
of the Tribal Welfare Department, the A&NI admi-
nistration has argued that due process was fol-
lowed under the FRA to hold special gram sabhas,
with “prior notice and proper quorum”, which
passed resolutions on forest rights of the people
and consented to the diversion of forest land for
the project. The administration also justi�ed its
prior notice of one day for such meetings .

“It is irrelevant to say that tribal communities
were excluded from the FRA process,” the admi-
nistration said, because their “adequate represen-
tation” had been ensured in the Sub-Divisional Le-
vel Committee (SDLC), which had accepted the
gram sabha resolution and recommended for
clearance under the FRA. 

Responding to this, the petitioner, in an a�da-
vit has further made the point that regardless of
the quorum at these gram sabhas, the Nicobarese
and Shompen tribal communities are not covered
under the gram sabha structure and are repre-
sented through the Tribal Council instead, which
should have been the appropriate body to consult
with and seek consent from. The petitioner also
pointed out that dozens of names of attendees ap-
peared in all three gram sabha meetings and in
some cases, names were found repeated in the list
of attendees of the same gram sabha as well.

Nicobar project rati�ed
without 50% quorum

T
he Supreme Court
on Wednesday said
the Chief Justice of

India’s involvement in the
appointment of the Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) and Election Com-
missioners (ECs) was only
meant to last until Parlia-
ment came up with a law.

The court’s observation
was in response to multiple
petitions challenging the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and other Election
Commissioners (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Ser-
vice, and Term of O�ce)
Act of 2023.

The petitioners, who in-
clude the Association for
Democratic Reforms and
activist Jaya Thakur, said
the 2023 law clothed the
political executive of the
day with a dominant, if not
“exclusive”, control over
the appointment of the
CEC and ECs.

The law was introduced
in December 2023, ostensi-
bly to countermand a Con-
stitution Bench judgment
in March the same year.

This judgment had de-
clared that CEC and EC ap-
pointments should be
made on the recommenda-
tion of a committee of the
Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition of the
Lok Sabha (LoP) or the
leader of the largest Oppo-
sition party in the Lok Sab-
ha, and the Chief Justice of
India (CJI).

The court had ordered
that its judgment would re-
main operative till “Parlia-
ment makes a law in con-
sonance with Article 324(2)
of the Constitution”.

Consequently, the go-
vernment brought the
2023 Act, replacing the CJI
with a Union Cabinet Mi-
nister in the committee.
The current CEC, Gyanesh

Kumar, was the �rst to be
appointed to the o�ce un-
der the new law.

‘Prime Minister’s man’
On Wednesday, senior ad-
vocate Vijay Hansaria, ap-
pearing for the petitioners,
said the Constitution fram-
ers and the Supreme Court
itself had never intended
the CEC to be the “Prime
Minister’s baby or the
Prime Minister’s man”.

Mr. Hansaria submitted
that both the Constitution
framers and the Supreme
Court had warned against
leaving the appointment of
Election Commissioners
exclusively in the hands of
the executive.

He referred to the Su-
preme Court’s own obser-

vations in the March 2023
Constitution Bench judg-
ment (Anoop Baranwal v.
Union of India) that the
“�erce independence,
neutrality and honesty”
envisaged in the institution
of the Election Commis-
sion required an end to go-
vernment monopoly and
“exclusive control” over
appointments to the high-
est poll body.

Prior to the judgment,
the CEC and ECs were ap-
pointed by the President
on the advice of the Prime
Minister. The judgment
had brought the appoint-
ment process on par with
that of the CBI Director.

However, Justice Datta
highlighted that even the
Supreme Court had only
intended the judgment to
be operative till Parliament
passed a law.

“Are you saying Parlia-
ment did not have the pow-
er to make the law? Or can
a mandamus be given to
Parliament to make a law
only in a certain way?” Jus-
tice Datta asked.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, also
for the petitioners, said

their case was not just
about the replacement of
the CJI with a Cabinet Mi-
nister in the committee. It
was also about the consti-
tutionality of an Act which
had e�ectively reverted the
control over the appoint-
ment of CEC and ECs to the
Executive.

“The point is Election
Commission appointments
cannot be under the con-
trol of the executive,” he
submitted.

Mr. Sankaranarayan
said the Anoop Baranwal
judgment had addressed a
“legislative vacuum”. Be-
fore March 2023, appoint-
ments of the CEC and ECs
were made by the Presi-
dent on the advice of the
Prime Minister. The “ar-
rangement” had ensured
that the power of appoint-
ment rested with the Polit-
ical Executive.

“This mechanism ought
to have stopped in the
1950s, but whichever par-
ties came to power found
the arrangement conve-
nient,” Mr. Sankaranaraya-
nan said.

Arguments would conti-
nue on Thursday.

CJI’s role in CEC, EC appointments
was temporary, pending new law: SC
Court’s observation was in response to pleas challenging a 2023 Act, which replaced the CJI with a Union Minister on the

selection panel; petitioners argue this law overrides a Constitution Bench judgment which sought a panel of PM, LoP, CJI

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has con-
ducted searches at nine lo-
cations across four States
and arrested one accused
on the charge of being part
of a network tra�cking In-
dian nationals for “cyber-
slavery” in South-east
Asian countries, primarily
Myanmar and Cambodia.

The agency searched
the premises of suspects in
Delhi, Mumbai, Uttarak-
hand’s Kashipur, and Luck-
now, Gonda and Saharan-
pur in Uttar Pradesh. 

“One individual has
been arrested in Lucknow
for his alleged role in facili-
tating the tra�cking opera-
tions. Preliminary �ndings
suggest that agents receive
payments in exchange for
supplying Indian nation-
als,” the CBI said.

The organised network
sent job seekers to these
countries on the pretext of
lucrative opportunities.
“These facilities have been
described as hubs of ‘cy-
berslavery’, where traf-
�cked individuals are
forced to participate in va-
rious forms of cyber-ena-
bled fraud,” the CBI said.

CBI conducts
searches in
‘cyberslavery’
case; 1 held

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

An unclaimed boat sus-
pected to be of Pakistani
origin was found aban-
doned in a creek area
along the Gujarat coast in
Kutch district on Wednes-
day, o�cials said.

BSF personnel reco-
vered �shing equipment
from the vessel, but no sus-
picious materials were
found. The boat was locat-
ed near the India-Pakistan
maritime boundary in the
Arabian Sea. 

Investigations are under
way to determine the ori-
gin of the vessel.

O�cials noted that In-
dian �shermen are prohi-
bited from entering the
creek, while Pakistani �sh-
ermen have, on occasion,
crossed into Indian waters
to �sh.

BSF recovers
suspected
Pak. boat o�
Gujarat coast

The Hindu Bureau
AHMEDABAD

The letter by “Concerned Citizens of Kerala” to
Mr. Gandhi, the Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, said reports that AICC general secre-
tary K.C. Venugopal had staked a strong claim to
the post despite not having contested in the As-
sembly election had “disturbed Congress workers
and democratic minds” in Kerala.

The faction �ghters also sought to draw a �ne
distinction between Mr. Venugopal’s role as an
“election manager” and Mr. Satheesan’s “political
leadership”.

The letter also noted that “public sentiment in
Kerala carried a moral force” and recalled how
popular demand had forced the CPI(M) to reverse
its decision to keep party veteran V.S. Achutha-
nandan out of the fray in the 2016 Assembly elec-
tion. “People here instinctively resist attempts to
deny political recognition to those who earn it
through struggle and public acceptance,” the fac-
tion warned.

Meanwhile, disparate groups supporting Mr.
Satheesan, Mr. Venugopal and senior leader Ra-
mesh Chennithala upped the ante in what ap-
peared to be a three-way leadership war in the
party.

Jockeying intensi�es
for CM’s post in Kerala

India’s relation with Viet-
nam is a partnership that
does not aim at any other
country in the Indo-Paci�c
region, said senior o�cials
on Wednesday.

The remarks came soon
after India welcomed Gen-
eral Secretary of the Com-
munist Party of Vietnam’s
Central Committee To
Lam, who is also the cur-
rent Vietnamese President. 

During a bilateral dis-
cussion at Hyderabad
House between To Lam
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the two sides ele-
vated the bilateral relation
to the level of “enhanced
comprehensive strategic
partnership” and signed at
least 13 documents, includ-
ing one on cooperation in
critical minerals.

“Vietnam is a major pil-

lar of India’s Act East Poli-
cy and Vision MAHASA-
GAR. We have a common
outlook in the �eld of Indo-
Paci�c. With our streng-
thening ties in the �eld of
defence and security, we
are helping rule of law,
peace, stability and pros-
perity. India will expand
ties with ASEAN through
its relation with Vietnam,”

said Mr. Modi, welcoming
Mr. Lam. 

Mr. Modi said India-Viet-
nam trade has touched $16
billion and would touch
$25 billion by 2030.

Recalls Nehru’s visit
Delivering a speech at the
Indian Council of World Af-
fairs (ICWA) after being
hosted at Hyderabad

House by Mr. Modi, Mr.
Lam referred to India’s
support to Vietnam’s liber-
ation and said, “We will
never forget that Prime Mi-
nister Jawaharlal Nehru
was the �rst foreign leader
to visit Vietnam in 1954,
just one week after the lib-
eration of Hanoi.”

In a joint statement, the
two sides welcomed the
steady progress in the im-
plementation of the de-
fence Lines of Credit (LoC)
extended by India to Viet-
nam, acknowledging that
the LoC helped “Vietnam’s
defence capabilities” and
advanced bilateral defence
cooperation.

The Ministry of Public
Security in Vietnam also
�rmed up plans to en-
hance work with the Na-
tional Security Council Se-
cretariat of India. 

The visiting side also
sealed thirteen documents

with India, including an
MoU between the Reserve
Bank of India and the State
Bank of Vietnam on coop-
eration in the area of Pay-
ment Systems and innova-
tion in digital payments as
well as an MoU on radioac-
tive and rare earth
minerals.

Earlier in the day, De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh held a bilateral meet-
ing with Vietnam’s Deputy
Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of National Defence,
Phan Van Giang in New
Delhi rea�rming the
strong momentum in In-
dia-Vietnam defence
relations.

The discussions focused
on expanding cooperation
in maritime security; de-
fence industry collabora-
tion; and joint research.
The two sides also stressed
the need to enhance regu-
lar military interactions

Vietnam major pillar of India’s Act East Policy,
says Modi as defence, rare-earth ties renewed
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Key partners: Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets Vietnamese

President To Lam in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

In a visit expected to shore
up India-U.S. ties, U.S. Se-
cretary of State Marco Ru-
bio is set to travel to India
for bilateral talks and to at-
tend the Australia-India-Ja-
pan-U.S. Quad Foreign Mi-
nister’s Meeting (FMM).

U.S. Ambassador to In-
dia Sergio Gor said that he
hoped to welcome Mr. Ru-
bio to India “soon”. Sourc-
es told The Hindu Mr. Ru-
bio is expected to be in
Delhi from May 24 to 26,
his �rst since taking over as
U.S. Secretary of State in Ja-
nuary 2025.

“The United States
deeply values our growing
partnership with India,
and we are excited to build
even stronger ties that will
bene�t both our nations
and the world,” Mr. Gor,
who is also U.S. President
Donald Trump’s Special
envoy for South and Cen-
tral Asia, said in a post.
“See you soon, Mr. Secre-
tary!” he added. 

In a separate post after
meeting with Delhi Lieute-
nant-Governor Taranjit
Singh Sandhu, Mr. Gor an-
nounced that several U.S.
Governors would visit In-
dia in the months ahead.

Mr. Rubio’s visit will in-
clude a public reception in
Delhi on May 24 to cele-
brate 250 years of the Unit-
ed States Declaration of In-
dependence. He will hold
talks with External A�airs
Minister S. Jaishankar and
National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval, and call on

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in discussions that
are expected to set the
course for India-U.S. ties af-
ter several ups and downs
over tari�s and sanctions,
as well as the impact of the
war in West Asia. 

On May 26, Mr. Rubio
and Mr. Jaishankar will be
joined by Australian Fo-
reign Minister Penny Wong
and Japan’s Foreign Minis-
ter Toshimitsu Motegi for
the Quad FMM. Mr. Motegi
and Ms. Wong have both
visited Delhi in the past

few months, and are ex-
pected to travel to India
just for the Quad talks. All
eyes will be on whether the
Quad meet agrees on a
date for the Summit, which
the government hopes to
hold later this year, after
trying unsuccessfully to
host it for the past two
years. In particular, a visit
to India by Mr. Trump,
who faces mid-term elec-
tions in November, will be
key to scheduling the Sum-
mit. 

Major trade deal
Indian and U.S. o�cials are
also expected to review the
progress in the Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA)
during Mr. Rubio’s visit.
Although an interim agree-
ment was announced by
Mr. Trump and Mr. Modi in
February this year, it has
missed several �nalisation
deadlines, and remains un-
�nished due to uncertainty
over the U.S. Supreme
Court’s decision to strike
down Mr. Trump’s “libera-
tion day tari�s”.

Rubio may visit India for talks, Quad
Foreign Ministers meet in May end
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

External A�airs Minister S. Jaishankar with U.S. Secretary of State

Marco Rubio during his visit to Washington in February. AP

Two low-intensity explo-
sions within a span of a few
hours were reported near
military areas in Amritsar
and Jalandhar in Punjab on
Tuesday. 

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann blamed
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) over what he termed
“small blasts”, while State
police chief Gaurav Yadav
attributed them to Pakis-

tan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (ISI).

A low-intensity explo-
sion was reported from the
boundary wall of the Army
cantonment on Khasa
Road in Amritsar around 11
p.m. on Tuesday. Earlier,
around 8 p.m. in Jalandhar,
a scooter parked near the
headquarters of the Bor-
der Security Force’s Pun-
jab Frontier caught �re. In-
vestigation is being carried
out by the police in coordi-
nation with the Army.

The remains of a scooter that local people claim caught fire after a

loud sound outside the BSF headquarters in Jalandhar. PTI

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

Low-intensity blasts
reported near BSF,
Army areas in Punjab
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T
he Chief Minister
and a few members
of the Council of

Ministers of the �rst Bhara-
tiya Janata Party govern-
ment in West Bengal will
be sworn in on Saturday.

The day is considered
auspicious in the Bengali
calendar. Pachise Baishak
(25th day of the Bengali
month of Baishak) is cele-
brated across the State, as
it marks the birth anniver-
sary of Nobel laureate Ra-
bindranath Tagore.

West Bengal BJP presi-
dent Samik Bhattacharya
told presspersons that a
meeting of BJP MLAs-elect
will be held on Friday. The
BJP government will be
sworn in the next day, he
said.

“The meeting of BJP le-
gislators-elect will be held
at 4 p.m. on May 8. The
new BJP government will
take oath at 10 a.m. on May
9 at Brigade Parade
Ground,” Mr. Bhattacharya
announced on Wednesday. 

He said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and several Chief Ministers
from BJP and National De-
mocratic Alliance-ruled
States are expected to be
present during the cere-

mony. Mr. Bhattacharya al-
so visited the State Secreta-
riat, Nabanna, and
discussed arrangements
for the swearing-in with
the Chief Secretary.

With the BJP securing
207 of the 293 Assembly
seats that went to the polls,
all eyes are on who will be

sworn in as the next Chief
Minister of the State.

BJP leader Suvendu Ad-
hikari, who defeated Trina-
mool Congress chairper-
son Mamata Banerjee in
Bhabanipur, described
himself as a “disciplined”
worker of the party. 

He said he would follow
the directions of the party
leadership. Mr. Adhikari
added the party would
take a call on which of the
two seats he won — Bhaba-
nipur and Nandigram — he
would retain.

Alongside speculation

over the post of the Chief
Minister, there are talks in
the party on ministerial
berths. Senior BJP leader
Dilip Ghosh, former Rajya
Sabha member Swapan
Dasgupta, Siliguri MLA
Sankar Ghosh, prominent
woman face Agnimitra Pal,
and the party’s senior-
most leader, Tapas Roy, are
among the top contenders.

Meanwhile, newly elect-
ed Trinamool Congress
members held a meeting at
party supremo Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s residence, with se-
nior-most party leader So-

vandeb Chattopadhyay
likely to be appointed the
Leader of the Opposition.

During the day, West
Bengal Chief Electoral Of-
�cer Manoj Kumar Agar-
wal met Governor R.N. Ra-
vi at the Lok Bhavan to
complete the statutory for-
malities of handing over
the Gazette noti�cation
containing names of elect-
ed members of the new
Assembly.

On security deployment
In a separate development,
additional police deploy-
ment and area security ar-
rangements outside the re-
sidences of Mamata
Banerjee and Abhishek Ba-
nerjee at Harish Chatterjee
Street and Harish Mukher-
jee Road, respectively,
were withdrawn following
a review, though their ex-
isting security categorisa-
tion remains unchanged.

Senior o�cials of the
Kolkata Police and the
West Bengal police said
that both Ms. Banerjee and
Mr. Banerjee would conti-
nue to get police
protection.

“In accordance with the
‘Yellow Book’ protocol, the
former Chief Minister will
be accorded Z-Plus catego-
ry security,” West Bengal
Director-General of Police
Siddh Nath Gupta said.

First BJP govt. in West Bengal
will be sworn in on Saturday

Setting up: Preparation under way at the Brigade Parade Ground in Kolkata for the oath-taking

ceremony of the new West Bengal Ministry. ANI

BJP Legislature Party meeting will be held tomorrow; Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Minister Amit Shah and several

Chief Ministers of NDA-ruled States will be present at the event; Sovandeb Chattopadhyay likely to be the Opposition leader

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Suvendu says he will
follow the directions
of BJP leadership;
party to say which 
of his seats to retain

In the wake of defeat in the
Assembly election, voices
of dissent have surfaced
within the Trinamool Con-
gress, with some leaders
blaming political consul-
tancy �rm Indian Political
Action Committee and the
party’s functioning for the
electoral setback. 

Trinamool’s outgoing
Rajganj MLA Khageswar
Roy blamed the IPAC for
the party’s defeat. “We had
to go according to the
IPAC’s instructions. The
IPAC played a major role in
who got ticket in the elec-
tion. The party and the
IPAC together caused this
massive defeat,” Mr. Roy
said. 

Athlete Swapna Barman
had replaced Mr. Roy as
the Trinamool candidate
from Rajganj, though he
won in 2021. He said that
Ms. Barman’s lack of politi-
cal experience led to her
loss from a seat where the
Trinamool had won four
times in the past. 

He said no local leaders
were consulted by the par-
ty or the IPAC before
changing candidates,
which led to the defeat. 

Former Trinamool MLA
and district president Sou-
rav Chakraborty expressed
frustration regarding the
party’s performance and

internal strategy after the
poll setback. 

“This is bad candidate
selection. Everyone loves
and trusts Didi [Trinamool
chairperson Mamata Ba-
nerjee]. New people were
brought in by the IPAC,”
Mr. Chakraborty said. He
also added that the party
needs to rethink its strate-
gy and relationship with
the IPAC for some real
change.

Minister quits party
Another outgoing Trina-
mool MLA and Minister of
State for Sports and Youth
A�airs, former Indian
cricketer Manoj Tiwary,
quit the party soon after its
loss alleging corruption
within the ranks. “Paap
baap keo chare na [Sins do

not spare even the father],”
Mr. Tiwary posted on so-
cial media.

“I faced multiple obsta-
cles at every step while try-
ing to do my work in the
last �ve years... [former
Sports Minister] Aroop Bis-
was did not let me work;
they brought me into polit-
ics to use me,” Mr. Tiwary
said in a video message. 

He also alleged that he
was coerced into joining
the party and �ghting the
2021 election as a Trina-
mool candidate.

Famous Bengali singer
Kabir Suman, also a former
Trinamool MP, told the lo-
cal media that he was not a
fan of the party and that he
was coerced into contest-
ing on their ticket in the
past. 

Voices of dissent emerge 
in Trinamool as leaders 
blame IPAC, ticket choices 
Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

Big change: Security has been scaled down at outgoing Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee’s residence in Kolkata. PTI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on
Wednesday submitted his
resignation to Governor
Lakshman Prasad
Acharya, paving the way
for the formation of a new
government.

The Governor accepted
Mr. Sarma’s request to dis-
solve the 15th Assam Legis-
lative Assembly. He asked
him to continue as the ca-
retaker Chief Minister till
the oath-taking ceremony.

Mr. Sarma told pressper-
sons that the new Ministry

would be sworn-in after
May 11, by when the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) Le-
gislature Party leader
would be elected. 

On Tuesday, the BJP Par-
liamentary Board appoint-
ed Union Minister J.P. Nad-
da the central observer
and Haryana Chief Minis-

ter Nayab Singh Saini the
co-observer for the elec-
tion of the Assam BJP Le-
gislature Party leader.

“Following the election
of the leader, we will hold
an NDA (National Demo-
cratic Alliance) meeting for
a proposal to support the
BJPLP leader,” Mr. Sarma
said. He said the meeting
would be held on or before
May 11. “We will get to
know the date from Nadda
ji’s o�ce by tomorrow,” he
added.

A BJP spokesperson said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was likely to attend
the oath-taking ceremony.

Himanta resigns as CM of Assam;
swearing-in likely after Monday
The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Formal process: Assam Governor Lakshman Prasad Acharya with

outgoing Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Wednesday. PTI

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday al-
leged that a signi�cant
number of BJP MPs in the
Lok Sabha had won their
seats through vote chori
(theft). The ruling party
would struggle to cross
even 140 seats if the elec-
tions were held fairly to-
day, he said.

In a post on X in Hindi,
he said that “every sixth”
BJP MP among its 240 Lok
Sabha members had se-
cured victory through elec-
toral manipulation.

“They are not hard to
identify — should we, in the
BJP’s own parlance, label
them ‘ghuspethiya’ [in�l-
trator]? And what of Ha-
ryana? There, the entire

government itself is ‘ghus-
pethiya’. The very institu-
tions they keep in their
pockets — the ones they
manipulate to distort voter
lists and the electoral pro-
cess — are themselves ‘re-
mote-controlled’,” Mr.
Gandhi said. “Their real
fear is the truth. For, if fair
elections were held, they
would not be able to win
even 140 seats today,” he
added.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera sharpened
the attack, accusing the
BJP of “systematic electoral
engineering”. He said elec-
toral rolls were being “de-

liberately manipulated”
and democratic institu-
tions “compromised” to
produce favourable out-
comes, particularly in West
Bengal and Assam, which
he termed “manufactured
verdicts”. 

“Abki baar loktantra ka
antim sanskar [This time,
�nal rites of the democra-
cy],” Mr. Khera said, alleg-
ing that democratic pro-
cesses had been hollowed
out. Citing seats where de-
letions under the special
intensive revision (SIR)
were higher than the mar-
gin of victories, he called
for judicial intervention.

Cong. steps up attack on BJP over
‘vote theft’, ‘electoral engineering’
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Rahul Gandhi

The sweeping changes in
the Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
West Bengal State Assem-
blies as a result of the re-
cent elections are also set
to alter the composition of
the Opposition benches in
the Rajya Sabha, with the
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
likely to debut in the Upper
House in the next round of
polls expected in mid-June.

If AIADMK MP C. Ve.
Shanmugam, who won
from the Mailam Assemhly
constituency, resigns his
Rajya Sabha seat, then TVK
could enter Parliament
earlier than anticipated. 

He told The Hindu that
he will take a decision on
the matter in the next cou-
ple of days. If he choses to
resign from the House,
then the election for his
seat could be held along
with 22 other seats from
eight States that are due to
go to the polls in June. Con-
sidering the TVK’s strength
in Assembly, it should be
able to win the seat.

The biggest setback will
be for the Left parties. In

April 2027, three Kerala
MPs are retiring: the
IUML’s Abdul Wahab, and
the CPI(M)’s John Brittas
and V. Sivadasan. The Left
Democratic Front’s collec-
tive strength of 35 seats in
the Kerala Assembly is one
short of the required num-
ber to elect a Rajya Sabha
MP. In April 2028, their
strength in the Upper
House is set to dip further
when another three Kerala
seats go to the polls. Again,
the Left is unlikely to have
the numbers to get any of
its candidates elected. CPI
MP P.P. Suneer, who is
scheduled to retire in

2030, will then be the last
remaining Left MP in the
Upper House.

Impact on DMK
The DMK benches will feel
the impact in June 2028
when six MPs from Tamil
Nadu are set to retire. Of
these, three are from the
DMK, two from the
AIADMK, and one from the
Congress. Considering the
Assembly elected on May
4, and the subsequent Con-
gress pledge to support the
TVK, the DMK is likely to
return only one MP to the
Rajya Sabha.

For the Trinamool Con-

gress, the �rst hit will be
slightly delayed, coming in
August 2029, when the
next round of Rajya Sabha
elections is held for West
Bengal. Six members from
the State, �ve from the Tri-
namool and one from the
BJP, are set to retire, in-
cluding the Trinamool’s
Rajya Sabha leader Derek
O’Brien. Based on its pre-
sent strength in the State
Assembly, the Trinamool
will only be able to get one
member elected to the Up-
per House.

The next round of attri-
tion from the Trinamool’s
benches is expected in
April 2030, when four of
its MPs will retire, reducing
its strength to six until the
next round of Assembly
polls in the State. 

Between the two rounds
of Rajya Sabha elections
this year, the Congress will
pick up three extra berths.

By the November, the
Congress’s tally will go up
from 30 to 33. The Con-
gress will also increase its
strength at the cost of the
Left members in the Rajya
Sabha in April 2027 and
2028.

Opposition Benches in Rajya Sabha 
to see many changes after poll results
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Poll impact: Between the two rounds of Rajya Sabha elections this

year, the Congress will pick up three extra berths. ANI

Ahead of the Cabinet ex-
pansion of the Samrat
Choudhary-led National
Democratic Alliance go-
vernment in Bihar on
Thursday, Patna witnessed
intense political activities.
There was speculation that
Nishant Kumar, son of
former Chief Minister and
JD(U) president Nitish Ku-
mar, could be inducted in-
to the new Cabinet.

Senior JD(U) leaders
held several meetings in
Patna on Wednesday, in-
cluding at the residence of
the party’s national work-
ing president, Sanjay Jha,
leading to speculation over
the possible political debut
of Mr. Nishant. Later, the
leaders also met Mr. Nitish.

The Cabinet expansion
event scheduled to be held
on Thursday at Gandhi
Maidan here is expected to
be attended by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah, BJP president Nitin
Nabin and other senior

NDA leaders. However, no
o�cial con�rmation has
come out yet on Mr. Nish-
ant’s inclusion.

Second leg of yatra
Mr. Nishant is currently on
the Sadbhav Yatra across
the State. He started the
campaign from Champa-
ran district on May 3 and
will begin the second leg of
his yatra from Vaishali on
Thursday.

He had earlier indicated
that he wanted to streng-
then the party organisa-
tion and showed reluc-
tance to join the Cabinet.
However, speculation re-
mains strong. “If Nishant
joins the Cabinet, it will be
like wish ful�lment for all
party leaders and workers.
We want him to lead us,”
said State JD (U) president
Umesh Kushwaha. 

No word on Nishant’s
inclusion ahead of
Cabinet expansion 

JD(U) leaders hold
series of meetings 
in Patna; many call 
for induction of 
Nitish Kunar’s son 

Amarnath Tewary
PATNA
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The easiest way to self-realisation is through devotion. In
today’s world where everyone is caught up in a whirlwind
of daily mundaneness, even that becomes di�cult. Ho-
wever, chanting the Vishnu Sahasranamam puts one on
the correct path to achieving the spiritual goal. 

In the 1960s, Kanchi Maha Periyava was camping in
Ilayatrangudi, near Pudukkottai, home to the Brindavan
of Sri Mahadevendra Saraswati, the 65th Ponti� of Sri Kan-
chi Kamakoti Peetam. Kanchi Maha Periyava always had
tremendous respect for Sri Mahadevendra Saraswati. He
decided to visit the Brindavan of Sri Mahadevendra Saras-
wati, meditate and then return for his bitchai. This meant
he had to walk down a few steps down the road to reach
the Brindavan. However, walking on the road would be
tantamount to erosion of acharam (traditional norms).
This norm is applicable to saints. It is also forbidden to
have a bath (a cleansing ritual at other times) after visiting
a Brindavan, as a way of circumventing the break with
acharam.

Maha Periyava asked a couple of women to recite the
Vishnu Sahasranamam as he walked down the road, and
all the other devotees joined in. After completion of Adh-
ishthana darshan, they returned to camp and Periyava
had his bitchai. How did the abacharam (going against set
norms) get negated? The explanation came from Maha Pe-
riyava himself. “When we chant Vishnu Sahasranamam or
even listen to others reciting it, all faults (doshas) are over-
turned. Even a fall in the practice of prescribed norms is
corrected by this. Vishnu Sahasranamam is an excellent
protective armour for all.” One should chant it every day.

Vishnu Sahasranamam

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

India and Algeria held their inaugural Joint
Commission meeting in New Delhi on Tuesday,
marking a signi�cant step forward in bilateral
defence ties. According to the Defence Ministry,
the discussions focused on enhancing
cooperation in key areas such as training, joint
military exercises, medical collaboration, and
defence industry engagement. Both sides signed
the Rules of Procedure to oversee the
implementation of India-Algeria defence
cooperation. The meeting was co-chaired by Joint
Secretary (International Cooperation) Amitabh
Prasad and Algeria’s Chief of Sta� of the Naval
Forces, Major General Kaid Nour Eddine. 

India, Algeria hold �rst joint
defence commission meet

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has
�led a chargesheet against three companies,
their directors, some o�cials of the Bank of
India, ICICI Bank and UCO Bank, and proxy
homebuyers in an alleged builder-bank nexus
case. The agency alleged a conspiracy by public
servants and other private persons to induce
homebuyers and investors through false
assurances and fraudulent representations. “It
was further revealed during investigation that the
accused public servants abused their o�cial
position to facilitate the illegal acts of the builder
in violation of established norms and
procedures...,” it said.

CBI �les chargesheet in
builder-bank nexus case

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by KrisKross)

Solve this puzzle online and 

access more puzzles at

https://thehindu.com/crosswords

Across

1 A little mate who's sick (8)

5 A designated driver is against drink? Makes sense! (4,2)

9 Hot babe swimming across river in casual dress (8)

10 Calendar info encapsulated in classic programming language
(6)

12 Clear online estimate - around 10.1 (9)

13 Elected American representative ultimately busy (2,3)

14 Small wound in rabbit's tail (4)

16 Relative of Greek orphan girl (7)

19 & 26D Easily understood Byzantine old calendar describing
origin of Universe (4,3, 5)

21 Song with an Indian beat (4)

24 Losing money, essentially quits drinking? Good call! (5)

25 Nosey character starting to peep into couple of clubs in US
state (9)

27 Cast out from food store counter (6)

28 Engineer must shortly learn digital symbols (8)

29 Looking wise, I show o� Latin lines (6)

30 Possibly in Chalukyas' era, districts in rebellion (1,4,3)

Down

1 After retirement, coach prepared a smaller group (6)

2 Senior woman champion quietly going after money (6)

3 Poorer son with frayed clothing (5)

4 One runs to explode medieval weapon (7)

6 Notable sailor about to be involved in home project (9)

7 Hampered without gold coin, not acting confident (8)

8 Head of Pathology authorised to collect fresh component of
blood (8)

11 Some YouTuber - Gen-Z composer of music (4)

15 Perpetual tax overwhelms one supporting artist (9)

17 Best friend tense before sharing di�icult goal (5,3)

18 Running out in the middle of practice lesson (8)

20 Use drug and perform exercise (4)

21 Network director, most lazy (7)

22 Transport these medicine bottles to hospital (6)

23 Nicely warmed egg, filling, good to eat (6)

26 See 19A
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SCAN TO PLAY

Former Prasar Bharati CEO
Shashi Shekhar Vempati
has been appointed Chair-
person of the Central
Board of Film Certi�cation
(CBFC). He replaces Pra-
soon Joshi, who has been
named the Prasar Bharati
Chairman.

Mr. Joshi, a screenwriter
and lyricist, who has also
worked in advertising, had
been helming the CBFC
since 2017, before his ap-
pointment to the public
broadcaster on May 2.

Mr. Vempati had been
Prasar Bharati CEO from
2017 to 2022, following
which he served in various
capacities at the University
Grants Commission, televi-
sion ratings agency BARC,
and the Department of
Science and Technology.
More recently, he has been
running AI4India, a forum
that has held discussions
on fostering a domestic AI
ecosystem. He is also on
the Board of BharatGen, an
IIT Bombay-incubated in-
itiative that is working on
Indic language-focused AI
models.

Censorship expansion
Mr. Joshi’s tenure at the
CBFC was characterised by
a digitisation e�ort that
culminated in the e-Cine-

pramaan system, used by
censor board o�cials to
process applications and
hand out certi�cates.
While he rarely discussed
his role at the CBFC, �lm
censorship expanded in
key areas, such as mention
of political personalities
and scrutiny of religious
themes in cinema. Hun-
dreds of hours of footage
were impacted by censor-
ship from 2018 to 2022, a
period during which cut
lists were readily available.
The CBFC shut o� ready
access to cut lists last year.

The Board faced court
challenges in this period
from the producers of Vi-
jay-starrer Jana Nayagan
and BJP MP Kangana Ra-
naut-starrer Emergency,
with both accusing the
CBFC of illegally withhold-
ing certi�cates even after
examining committees had
approved those �lms.

Ex-Prasar Bharati
CEO Vempati named
CBFC Chairperson

Shashi Shekhar Vempati

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

In a move to decentralise
school governance and
align with the National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020, the Ministry of Edu-
cation has issued compre-
hensive new guidelines
mandating the formation
of school management
committees (SMCs), and
granting them �nancial
and operational powers to
oversee and govern
schools.

The guidelines, which
supersede all previous in-
structions under schemes
such as the Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan and the
Right to Education Act,
were launched by Union
Minister for Education
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Wednesday. 

They require every
school across the country
— including secondary in-
stitutions up to Class 12 —

to constitute an SMC with-
in one month of the start of
the academic year. “The
SMC will replace the exist-
ing School Management
Development Committees
(SMDC) to create a uni�ed,
streamlined approach to
school leadership,” the gui-
delines said.

The new framework em-
phasises that education is a
“shared responsibility”. To
ensure grassroots involve-

ment, 75% of an SMC’s
members must be parents
or guardians and 50%
must be women. The re-
maining 25% will include
elected local o�cials,
teachers, alumni, and local
experts such as Anganwadi
workers, ASHA workers,
and academicis.

“Furthermore, propor-
tionate representation
must be given to Socio-
Economically Disadvan-

taged Groups, including
SC, ST, OBC, and Children
with Special Needs,” the
guidelines state.

The SMC is not just an
advisory body but holds
signi�cant �nancial and
operational power. “Com-
mittees are authorised to
execute all school civil
works costing up to ₹30
lakh. For projects exceed-
ing this amount, SMCs will
participate in the public
tendering process (per
CPWD/PWD manuals) to
ensure quality and tran-
sparency,” the guidelines
said. The SMC will be res-
ponsible for reviewing the
school budget, preventing
�nancial irregularities, and
maintaining accurate re-
cords of receipts and ex-
penditures. They must
lead drives to bring out-of-
school children back into
the mainstream and en-
sure the distribution of un-
iforms, textbooks, and
scholarships.

Centre mandates local committees
to oversee and govern schools
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan during the launch of school

management committee guidelines in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI

The inaugural Internation-
al Big Cat Alliance (IBCA)
Summit, to be held here
from June 1 to 3, is expect-
ed to adopt the �rst-ever
global declaration on big
cat conservation. Titled
the ‘Delhi Declaration’, it
will articulate shared prior-
ities, strengthen trans-
boundary cooperation,
and promote a landscape-
based approach for con-
serving big cats and their
habitats.

Representatives from 95
countries are expected to
participate, the Ministry of
Environment and Forests
and Climate Change said
on Wednesday.

The IBCA is an associa-
tion of countries that host,
or have itinerant popula-
tions of at least one of the
seven ‘big cats’ — lions, tig-
ers, leopards, snow leo-
pards, cheetahs, jaguars,

and pumas — and are com-
mitted to the conservation
of these animals.

Collective action
There are 24 member
countries, three observer
countries, and several oth-
er ‘range’ countries in the
alliance. Member coun-
tries are expected to coor-
dinate action through pro-
grammes and activities
aimed at improving the

state of habitats, prey, and
big cats, including big cat
protection and conserva-
tion, innovation, research,
development, and capaci-
ty building. They also
share relevant information
about big cat protection
and conservation
programmes.

Summit participants are
likely to include heads of
State/Government of mem-
ber and observer coun-

tries, Environment Minis-
ter Bhupender Yadav said
on Wednesday at an event
to launch the summit web-
site and unveil its logo. The
summit will be guided by
the theme ‘Save big cats,
save humanity, save eco-
system’, and will bring to-
gether over 400 conserva-
tionists, policymakers,
scientists, multilateral
agencies, �nancial institu-
tions, corporate leaders,
and community represen-
tatives from across the
globe.

Launched in 2023
The IBCA, piloted and con-
ceived by India, was o�-
cially launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
2023. The alliance, Mr. Ya-
dav said, re�ects India’s be-
lief that conservation chal-
lenges must be addressed
“collectively” through
cooperation, knowledge
sharing, and mutual sup-
port.

India to host �rst Big Cat Summit in
June; 95 countries set to participate
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Call for action: The summit will be guided by the theme ‘Save big

cats, save humanity, save ecosystem’. K.R. DEEPAK

T
he overall crime
rate in India de-
clined in 2024 from

the 2023 �gure, but there
was an increase of over 17%
in cybercrime cases, show
the Crime in India, 2024 re-
port released by the Na-
tional Crime Records Bu-
reau (NCRB) on
Wednesday.

A total of 1,01,928 cyber-
crime cases were regis-
tered in 2024 over 86,420
such cases in the previous
year.

“During 2024, 72.6% of
cybercrime cases regis-
tered were for the motive
of fraud (73,987 out of
1,01,928 cases) followed by
sexual exploitation with
3.1% (3,190 cases) and ex-
tortion with 2.5% (2,536
cases),” the report said.

The NCRB recorded
58.86 lakh cognisable
crimes across the country
in 2024, marking a 6% de-
cline from the previous
year’s �gure. Of these,
35.44 lakh cases were regis-
tered under the Indian Pe-
nal Code and the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and
23.41 lakh cases under spe-
cial and local laws. There

were 5,194 cases of o�enc-
es “against the state” regis-
tered in 2024 as against
4,873 in 2023, showing a
rise of 6.6%. 

“Out of 5,194 cases,
4,395 (84.6%) cases were
registered under The Pre-
vention of Damage to Pu-
blic Property Act, followed
by 649 (12.5%) cases under
The Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act,” the re-
port said.

Crime against SC/ST
The report revealed that a
total of 55,698 cases were
registered for crimes

against Scheduled Castes
(SCs), showing a decrease
of 3.6% over the 2023 �-
gure of 57,789 cases.
Crimes against Scheduled
Tribes showed a sharp de-
cline of 23.1%, dropping to
9,966 cases from 12,960 in
2023.

The NCRB released the
Accidental Deaths & Sui-
cides in India (ADSI), 2024
report according to which
1,70,746 suicides were re-
corded in 2024. Those as-
sociated with the agricul-
ture sector, the
unemployed, and daily
wage workers accounted

for a substantial share of
suicidal deaths.

A total of 10,546 persons
involved in the farming sec-
tor (consisting of 4,633
farmers/cultivators and
5,913 agricultural labour-
ers) died by suicide in
2024, accounting for 6.2%. 

Out of 4,633 farmer/cul-
tivator suicides, a total of
4,481 were by men and 152
by women, the report said.
Around 31% of the total sui-
cides were reported among
the daily wagers, the report
said. The number of unem-
ployed people who died by
suicide was 14,778 while
the number of students
and homemakers who end-
ed their lives stood at
14,488 and 22,113,
respectively.

Deaths due to drug over-
dose saw a 50% increase in
2024 from the previous
year’s �gure. The report
stated that 978 people died
due to drug overdose in
2024, up from 650 deaths
in 2023. 

Tamil Nadu reported 313
deaths, the highest number
of drug overdose deaths,
followed by Punjab with
106, Madhya Pradesh 90,
Rajasthan 69 and Mizoram
65, according to the NCRB
data.

Overall crime rate drops 6%;
cybercrime up by 17%: NCRB
Deaths due to drug overdose saw a 50% increase in 2024 from the previous year’s �gures; T.N.

records the most fatalities; 5,194 cases of o�ences ‘against the state’ registered, a rise of over 6%

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI
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Law �rms reviewing governance at HDFC Bank
are set to report this month that they have not
found any major lapses, two people with direct
knowledge of the �ndings said, clearing the way
for the reappointment of its CEO. India’s largest
private lender by assets called in Mumbai-based
Trilegal and Wadia Ghandy & Co after Atanu
Chakraborty resigned as CMD in March citing
“incongruence” between his personal values and
bank practices. He did not elaborate. The
resignation was followed by a 13.81% drop in the
bank’s share price, or $16 billion in the stock’s
value and prompted a rare statement from the
central bank seeking to allay investor and
depositor concern about a lender deemed too big
to fail. It also threw into doubt the lender’s
application at the central bank due May-end to
reappoint CEO Sashidhar Jagdishan. REUTERS

‘HDFC Bank review �nds no
major governance concerns’

INBRIEF
�

An Indian rating agency has downgraded a bond
issued by Goswami Infratech, a Shapoorji Pallonji
(SP) Group unit, citing delays in group-level
fundraising versus earlier timelines and
highlighting mounting re�nancing risks. The real
estate and civil engineering �rm’s
non-convertible debentures were downgraded to
B+, from BB-, CareEdge said on Wednesday.
Shapoorji Pallonji Group did not immediately
respond to a Reuters request for comment.
Goswami Infratech’s plan to raise between $2.8
billion and $3.1 billion over the past few months
has been delayed, with the surge in rupee
hedging costs playing a major role. The company
has now planned to split its fresh fundraising
between dollar and rupee bond issues, and
would target the issues before the end of June,
merchant bankers said. The �rm raised $1.51
billion in June 2023 via this bond issue. REUTERS

SP Group $3 bn re�nance:
unit su�ers debt downgrade

Electric passenger vehicle
(E-PV) sales in India grew
by 75.1% year-on-year to
23,506 units in April, Fed-
eration of Automobile
Dealers Associations (FA-
DA) said on Wednesday.

Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Ltd. led the mar-
ket with 8,543 units com-
pared with 4,822 units in
the same month last year,
at a growth of 77.2%, as per
FADA data.

Homegrown rival Ma-
hindra & Mahindra Ltd.
came second with 5,413
units, up almost 64% fol-
lowed by JSW MG Motor In-
dia with 5,006 units, a
growth of 32.5%.

In the electric two-
wheeler segment, FADA
said total sales were at
1,48,740 units last month
compared with 92,538 un-

its in April last year, up
60.7%.

TVS Motor Company
was the segment leader
with 37,683 units last
month compared with
19,976 units in April 2025,
up 88.6%.

Bajaj Auto Ltd. came se-
cond with 32,898 units
against 19,162 units in April
last year, a growth of 71.7%.
Ather Energy came third
with 27,034 units more
than double last year. 

‘April E-PV sales rose
75% to 23,506 units’

Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles

led the market with 8,543 units.

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

State-owned NMDC has in-
creased iron ore prices by
₹200 a tonne in the latest
revision e�ective May 6.

The new prices have
been �xed at ₹5,500 per
tonne for Baila Lump and
₹4,700 for the same quan-
tity of Baila Fines, NMDC
said in the revision, the se-
cond such this �scal.

On April 5, NMDC, In-
dia’s largest iron ore pro-
ducer, had increased the
price of Baila Lump by
₹500 per tonne to ₹5,300
and Baila Fines to ₹4,500
from ₹4,050 earlier. These
are (FoR) freight on road/
rail prices exclusive of
royalty, DMF, NMEDT,
cess, Forest Permit Fee,
transit fee, GST, environ-
mental cess and taxes.

NMDC raises
iron ore prices
by ₹200
per tonne

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Infrastructure major Lar-
sen & Toubro (L&T) said it
has received a ‘mega‘ order
worth ₹10,000-₹15,000
crore from JSW Steel.

As part of its strategic
growth roadmap, JSW
Steel is progressing to-
wards expanding its crude
steel processing capacity
from 35 million tonne per
annum (MTPA) to over 50
MTPA by 2031.

In line with this vision,
L&T has been entrusted
with the engineering, pro-
curement and installation
of critical process facilities,
including blast furnaces
and steel melt shops, main-
ly at JSW sites in Ballari,
Karnataka and Paradip,
Odisha, L&T said in a �ling
with the BSE.

L&T bags up
to 15,000-cr.
order from
JSW Steel

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Given the tumultuous
trends reshaping labour
markets across the world,
lifelong learning needs to
be a central pillar of go-
vernments’ economic and
social policies, the Interna-
tional Labour Organization
said. Growing digitalisa-
tion, arti�cial intelligence
(AI), green transition and
demographic shifts were
identi�ed as some of the
factors driving this shift.

In a report released in
Geneva on Tuesday, the
ILO emphasised that life-
long learning was about

more than employability
and productivity. “It un-
derpins decent work, ge-
nuine innovation, active ci-
tizenship, and social
inclusion, making it a cor-

nerstone of any e�ective
strategy for sustainable
growth and development,”
the report noted.

Lifelong learning is the
bridge between today’s

jobs and tomorrow’s op-
portunities, added ILO Di-
rector-General Gilbert F.
Houngbo.

Strategic policy priority
ILO argues lifelong learn-
ing should be elevated as a
strategic policy priority,
not just as a tool to raise
productivity and facilitate
sustainable growth but al-
so as a systemic enabler of
personal and societal ad-
vancement, equity, and de-
cent work in 21st century.

It �ags a ‘striking gap’ in
comprehensive, authorita-
tive, up-to-date research
that captures the full scope
of lifelong learning.

To minimise AI’s impact on jobs,
ILO bats for lifelong learning
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Key to success: Lifelong learning is the bridge between today’s jobs

and tomorrow’s opportunities, says Houngbo. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

T
he West Asia crisis
and the resultant
supply constraints

have meant that not only
has Russia’s share in India’s
oil imports jumped once
again, but this time India is
paying a substantial premi-
um for Russian oil rather
than the discount it was en-
joying earlier.

An analysis by The Hin-

du of the latest data from
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry shows that
Russia’s share in India’s oil
imports stood at 33.3% or
one-third in March 2026,
the �rst months after the
West Asia crisis began. Si-
multaneously, the shares
of the Gulf countries as
well as the U.S. have fallen.

However, India is now
getting Russian oil at a pre-
mium of 2.5% as compared
with an average discount of

3.9% it had received earlier
in 2025-26. 

Dynamic strategies
In the run-up to the West
Asia crisis, India was in the
process of cutting back on
Russian oil in an e�ort to
align with U.S. interests
and push forward a trade
deal with that country. In

February, Russia’s share
had been 25% and in Janu-
ary, it had fallen to a 41-
month low of 19%.

However, once the U.S.
and Israel attacked Iran on
February 28 and Iran reta-
liated by closing the crucial
Strait of Hormuz, India had
little choice but to look
back to Russia as a major

oil supplier. In fact, in early
March, the U.S. Treasury
Department, too, issued an
order to “allow” India to
buy Russian oil for a period
of 30 days. While India has
maintained throughout
that it retains the autono-
my to decide where it im-
ports oil from and how
much.

Russia dependence
The data shows India sub-
stantially cut back on the
volume of its overall oil im-
ports in March 2026, likely
because about a third of In-
dia’s crude oil supplies de-
pended on the Strait of
Hormuz.

Total oil imports came
in at 15.8 million metric
tonne (MMT), down nearly
23% over February, and
41% lower than in March
last year. However, out of
this, Russia’s share jumped
to 33.3% even as India’s
Gulf supplies fell sharply. 

Russia’s share in Indian oil
imports jumped in March
Outbreak of West Asian crisis hit India’s Gulf oil supplies, making it turn to Russia; however, India

is now getting Russian oil at a premium of 2.5% compared with a discount of 3.9% in 2025-26

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

A part of Reliance Indus-
tries’ 33 million tonne per
annum re�nery would be
heading for planned main-
tenance shutdown after
Nayara Energy’s Vadinar
re�nery returns to opera-
tions, Sujata Sharma, Joint
Secretary at the Ministry of
Petroleum Ministry told re-
porters on Wednesday.

“Right now, Nayara
[Energy’s] re�nery is un-
der shutdown which will
come back mid of this
month or before that, after
that Reliance [re�nery’s
planned maintenance]
shutdown will start,” the
bureaucrat said. 

Planned maintenance
shutdowns are routine at
re�neries. They are under-
taken to sort repair work,
preserve life cycle of
equipment and ensure sa-
fety during operations. It
takes about four weeks for
re�neries to complete
planned maintenance and

return to operations.
Ms. Sharma elaborated

that the government was
seeking to ensure shut-
down of re�neries was reg-
ulated such that all of them
do not shut down together.

“We in the Ministry try
to ensure all the shut-
downs do not happen at
one time, and it is scat-
tered so that the supply for
domestic market is not af-
fected,” she stated while
elaborating on mainte-
nance shutdowns.

RIL re�nery to shut
for maintenance
after Nayara restarts

A general view of Reliance

refinery at Jamnagar. 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) spec-
i�ed that a Benchmark or
Index that mutual fund
tracks is a ‘signi�cant in-
dex’ if it has assets under
management (AUM) worth

beyond ₹20,000 crore. 
In a circular, SEBI said

the threshold would be
tested every six months.

“It is speci�ed a Bench-
mark or Index (including
index of indices) based on
listed securities shall be
considered as ‘Signi�cant
Indices’, if the daily aver-

age cumulative AUM track-
ing the Benchmark or In-
dex across schemes of
Mutual Fund(s) exceeds
₹20,000 crore for each of
past six months, ending on
30th June and 31st Decem-
ber each year”. SEBI men-
tioned 48 indices including
BSE 100 and BSE 500.

SEBI terms indices with over
₹20,000-cr. AUM as ‘signi�cant’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

India’s Zee Entertainment
has sued the Reliance-Dis-
ney joint venture, the
country’s biggest enter-
tainment company, alleg-
ing it used Zee’s copyright-
ed music after licence

agreements expired, court
documents show.

Zee is seeking $3 million
in damages, alleging un-
authorised use and exploi-
tation of works from its
music division on the Re-
liance-Disney streaming
platform and some of its
TV channels, according to

previously unreported
court papers seen by Reu-

ters. The lawsuit, �led in
New Delhi and reported by
Reuters for the �rst time,
marks the latest legal clash
between Zee and the
group formed from Re-
liance and Disney’s $8.5
billion merger in 2024. 

Zee sues Reliance-Disney over
alleged music copyright breach

Reuters
NEW DELHI
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X

France’s Charles de Gaulle aircraft carrier group is moving into the

Red Sea and Gulf of Aden as part of e�orts by France and Britain to

prepare for a future mission to help freedom of navigation on the

Strait of Hormuz, France’s military said on Wednesday. It said that

the aircraft carrier group had crossed the Suez Canal. REUTERS

French aircraft carrier group
moving into Red Sea, Gulf of Aden

PARIS

AFP
X

The United Nations on Wednesday called on Israel to immediately

release two activists taken from a Gaza-bound flotilla, and

demanded an investigation into “disturbing accounts” they had

been severely mistreated. The flotilla set sail from France, Spain and

Italy with the aim of breaking Israel’s blockade of Gaza. AFP

UN demands Israel ‘immediately’
release Gaza-bound �otilla activists

GENEVA

REUTERS
X

The MV Hondius cruise ship, carrying 150 people, remains stranded

o� Cape Verde after a hantavirus outbreak killed three. Authorities

identified the Andes strain that can be transmitted between

humans in rare cases. Spain plans to receive the vessel, while

infected passengers receive treatment and isolation. AP

Hantavirus strain capable of
human transmission found 

JOHANNESBURG

AFP

I
ran, which defended
its sovereignty against
two nuclear armed

countries is now a super-
power, says Esmail Baqaei,
the spokesperson of Iran’s
Ministry of Foreign A�airs.
The U.S. and Israel started
attacking Iran on February
28 and killed its Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei. After 40 days of
bombing, U.S. President
Donald Trump announced
a cease�re on April 8, but
tensions continue in the re-
gion. In an interview at the
Ministry in Tehran, Mr. Ba-
qaei said Iran is currently
reviewing an American
response to its peace pro-
posal, and added that
Iran’s ties with India are
“�ourishing”.

In a press conference in
Tehran, when you were
asked what means and

support you have to
counter the U.S., a super
power, you responded
by saying that Iran is
also a superpower.
Could you elaborate on
this thought?

It is true that a nation
which has demonstrated
its determination and resi-
lience in defending its so-
vereignty and dignity
against two nuclear-armed
regimes — in my view, that
itself is proof that such a
nation should be consi-
dered a superpower.

What is the current
status of talks between
the United States and
Iran? There has been a
lot of draft exchanges,

but where do things
stand today?

We are currently studying
their latest proposal,
which was sent in response
to our 40-point proposal. It
is under review, and once
we complete our assess-
ment of the document, we
will submit our response to
the Pakistani mediators.

Do you think the gap is
too wide to be bridged,
or is there still a
possibility of reaching
an understanding?

You have to consider the
very di�cult history of
Iran–U.S. negotiations. It is
true that while we were en-
gaged in dialogue and a di-

plomatic process, they at-
tacked us [In June 2025
and February 2026] — this
re�ects the deep level of
mistrust between Iran and
the U.S.

Also, knowing that the
nuclear issue has been
used as a pretext to exert
pressure on Iran means
that we need to invest sig-
ni�cant time and energy in
evaluating all aspects of
any potential agreement.
As I said, we are currently
reviewing their proposals
and suggestions, and we
will see what happens
next.

Donald Trump says Iran
is internally divided,
and it’s unclear who is
actually making
decisions, with the IRGC
saying one thing and the
political leadership
another. What is your
response to these
claims?

That is their problem. Per-
haps they do not under-
stand how things work in
Iran. But we do — we know
exactly what is happening
here. Fundamentally, we
will not be distracted by

such misleading narratives
coming from U.S. o�cials.
We will remain focused on
our national interests.

How do you see India–
Iran relations? People in In-
dia would want to know
whether Iran will impose
any charges on Indian
ships passing through the
Strait of Hormuz?

We do not charge any
country. What we are do-
ing in the Strait of Hormuz
is, as a coastal state, taking
certain measures in accor-
dance with international
law to safeguard our na-
tional security and nation-
al interests against
aggressors.

As for India–Iran rela-
tions, the ties between our
countries are �ourishing.
We feel very close to the
people of India. We are
proud of the history of
Iran–India relations. Both
countries are members of
the Non-Aligned Move-
ment, and I believe the
leaders of both nations are
committed and eager to
continue strengthening
these good relations.
(Saurabh Shukla and Sau-
rabh Shahi are senior edi-
tors with The Red Mike)

Iran is reviewing U.S. proposal; ties
with India are �ourishing: Baqaei
‘We feel very close to the people of India; we are proud of the history of Iran-India relations, and the leaders of both nations

are committed and eager to continue strengthening these good relations,’ says Ministry of Foreign A�airs spokesperson 

INTERVIEW

Esmail Baqaei

Saurabh Shahi
Saurabh Shukla
TEHRAN

Israel struck Beirut on
Wednesday for the �rst
time since agreeing to a
cease�re with Hezbollah
last month, with Israel say-
ing it targeted a comman-
der of the militant group’s
elite Radwan force in the
city’s southern suburbs.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
Defence Minister Israel
Katz announced the action
in a joint statement. Israeli
media reported that the
commander was killed in
the strike, but there was no
immediate con�rmation
from the Israeli military or
Hezbollah.

The Lebanon cease�re
has underpinned a broad-
er U.S.-Iran truce, with a
halt to Israeli strikes in Le-
banon being a key Iranian
demand. As Iran and the
U.S. say they are drawing
closer to a deal to halt their
con�ict, the strikes threa-
ten the cease�re that halt-
ed Israeli attacks on Beirut.
Israeli troops have re-
mained in areas south of
the Litani River and strikes
continued in southern
Lebanon.

Iran ally Hezbollah has
responded by �ring and
launching armed drones
towards Israeli soldiers.

Israel earlier on Wed-
nesday called for residents
to evacuate several villages
north of the Litani River,
which could represent an
expansion of Israel’s zone
of action.

Talks between Israel
and Lebanon have conti-
nued, but have largely
been at the ambassador
level.

High-level meetings
Lebanese Prime Minister
Nawaf Salam said on Wed-
nesday that it was prema-
ture to talk of any high-le-
vel meeting between
Lebanon and Israel.

Mr. Salam, in comments
reported by Lebanon’s Na-
tional News Agency on
Wednesday, said shoring
up a cease�re would be the
basis for any new negotia-

tions between Lebanese
and Israeli government en-
voys in Washington.

Washington last month
hosted two meetings bet-
ween the Israeli and Leba-
nese ambassadors to the
United States. Hezbollah
strongly objects to the
contacts.

Since Hezbollah trig-
gered the war by opening
�re in support of Iran on
March 2, the Lebanese ad-
ministration led by Mr. Sa-
lam and President Joseph
Aoun has initiated Beirut’s
highest-level contacts with
Israel in decades, re�ect-
ing deep divisions between
the Shia Muslim group and
its Lebanese opponents. 

Mr. Salam said Lebanon
was not seeking “normali-
sation with Israel, but rath-
er achieving peace”.

Reuters
BEIRUT

Israel strikes Beirut for the
�rst time since cease�re

People gather at the site of an Israeli air strike that targeted Beirut’s

southern suburbs Haret Hreik neighbourhood on Wednesday. AFP

Ted Turner, the �amboyant U.S.
entrepreneur who transformed
television news with the crea-
tion of CNN in 1980, has died at
the age of 87, the network said
on Wednesday.

The moustached southerner,
yachting enthusiast and philan-
thropist, whose empire also in-
cluded sports clubs, had been
su�ering from the degenerative
disease Lewy Body Dementia.

Cable News Network upend-
ed established broadcasting
with its dedication to around-
the-clock breaking news and
shot to global recognition with
its coverage of the Gulf War in
1990-91.

The 24-hour network was the
�rst in the United States to run
non-stop news and quickly built
a worldwide footprint.

Correspondents brought live
coverage from major events
ranging from the collapse of the
Soviet Union to the Chinese
crackdown on the Tiananmen

Square protests. CNN’s decision
to keep reporters in Baghdad
amid U.S. bombing on the Iraqi
capital cemented the network’s
reputation as an indispensable
source of breaking news.

“Ted is the giant on whose
shoulders we stand, and we will
all take a moment today to re-
cognise him and his impact on
our lives and the world,” Mark
Thompson, chairperson and
CEO of CNN Worldwide, said in a
statement.

“He was and always will be
the presiding spirit of CNN.”

CNN’s success inspired the
creation of other 24-hour news
channels including Fox News by
long-time Turner rival Rupert
Murdoch, MSNBC and countless
networks worldwide.

CNN founder Ted Turner dead at 87
Agence France-Presse
NEW YORK

Ted Turner 

China’s Foreign Minister on
Wednesday called for a compre-
hensive cease�re in the Iran war,
in comments that could inject
new energy into stalled e�orts to
end the two-month con�ict bet-
ween the United States and Iran.

Wang Yi said his country was
“deeply distressed” by the con-
�ict. He spoke after meeting
with Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi, who was visit-

ing Beijing for the �rst time since
the war with the U.S. and Israel
started on February 28.

China’s close economic and
political ties to Tehran give it a
unique position of in�uence.
The Trump administration is
pressing China to use that rela-
tionship to urge the Islamic Re-
public to open the Strait of
Hormuz.

Mr. Araghchi said that Tehran
was looking forward to China's
support for a "new post-war" re-
gional framework.

China’s top envoy calls
for a ‘comprehensive
cease�re’ in the Iran war
Associated Press
BEIJING

Russia �red dozens of drones at
Ukraine in nighttime attacks,
Ukrainian o�cials said on Wed-
nesday, disregarding a unilateral
cease�re announced by Kyiv
that began at midnight.

The Russian Defence Ministry
claimed that Ukraine hadn’t
abided by its own cease�re, say-
ing that air defences shot down
53 Ukrainian drones over Rus-
sian regions.

Moscow snubs
Kyiv’s unilateral
cease�re, �res
dozens of drones

Associated Press
KYIV

X

Gaza health o�icials said Israeli strikes killed five persons and

wounded several others across the Palestinian territory on

Wednesday. Despite an October ceasefire, Gaza remains gripped by

daily violence as Israeli strikes continue, with both the military and

Hamas accusing one another of violating the truce. AFP

Israeli strikes across Palestinian
territory kill 5: Gaza health o�cials

GAZA CITY

AP
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Delhi Sport

X

There will come a time when we start thinking about top-two, but

for now, we are focused on the LSG game. We can see how the table

is panning out, but we can’t be distracted by what’s happening with

other teams — RCB spin-bowling coach Malolan Rangarajan on

whether his side had shifted focus to making the Qualifier 1. 

Can’t be distracted by how other
teams are playing, says Malolan

FOCUS ON SELF

SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP
X

It’s a tough place to come and play cricket, a nice fast pitch in a very

big ground. You need to find the formula of how you are going to

play here. Maybe we didn’t do that in the last couple of games, but

we have looked long and hard — Lucknow Super Giants assistant

coach Lance Klusener on the Ekana Stadium.

‘We have looked long and hard 
at how to play at Ekana Stadium’

CRACKING THE CODE

SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP
X

Aaron Finch praised Sanju Samson’s match-winning performance

for Chennai Super Kings against Delhi Capitals, saying he had

overcome the early challenges. “This is what you’re traded for and

he is the superstar who you’ve been crying out for. So, the fact that

he’s batting on a di�erent level is great to see,” Finch added.

He’s batting at a di�erent level:
Finch heaps praise on Samson

INCREDIBLE SHOW

R.V. MOORTHY
X

Delhi Capitals head coach Hemang Badani, after the side’s loss to

Chennai Super Kings, said Kuldeep Yadav must improve if the team

has to make the playo�s. “We would ideally want Kuldeep to be

better than this, but we will rally around him. He’s somebody who’s

been a part of this side for many years. He can turn this around”.

We would ideally want Kuldeep 
to be better than this: Badani

UNDER THE PUMP
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I
n a contest between
two of the most devas-
tating batting units in

the IPL, the side that got
the job done with the ball
and on the �eld triumphed
– a stark reminder of why
the basics can never be for-
gotten no matter how
much pomp and splen-
dour become the norm.

A brilliant batting e�ort,
helped in no small mea-
sure by Punjab Kings’ be-
nevolent butter �ngers in
the �eld, helped Sunrisers
Hyderabad to 235, a total
its bowling unit guarded
with ferocity to ring in a 33-
run victory at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Stadi-
um, and top the table. 

Put in to bat, Abhishek
Sharma launched into Mar-
co Jansen while Travis
Head dismantled Arsh-
deep Singh with disdain,
with the chatter of an unfa-
vourable match-up re-
duced to a mere footnote.

Sunrisers skyrocketed
past the 50-run mark in
just 3.2 overs – their third
fastest ever – before Lockie
Ferguson broke through to
remove Abhishek. Head
fell to Yuzvendra Chahal’s
googly but not before
pushing SRH past 70 in the
PowerPlay for the seventh
time this season, the most
by any team.

And then, the mis�eld-
ing ‘virus’ (as PBKS coach
Ricky Ponting called it)
struck. 

Ishan Kishan and Hein-

rich Klaasen – stuttering on
nine apiece – were granted
reprieves by Cooper Con-
nolly and Shashank Singh,
respectively. Kishan partic-
ularly got o� easy, with
Ferguson shelling a chance
and Prabhsimran botching
a routine stumping. The
pair expressed their grati-

tude with brisk half-centu-
ries to set a 236-run target.

The PBKS chase anticli-
mactically unravelled be-
fore it could begin. 

Priyansh Arya failed to
get hold of a short delivery
from Pat Cummins, Eshan
Malinga completing a
sharp catch in the deep.

Nitish and Malinga then
saw o� Prabhsimaran
Singh and Shreyas Iyer, res-
pectively, with Cummins
pouching both catches.

Connolly kept �ghting,
forging partnerships with
Marcus Stoinis, Suryansh

Shedge and Marco Jansen
but it was in vain. His mai-
den T20 hundred, in the
end, might have brought
down the margin of defeat,
but couldn’t save the Kings
from a worrying third loss
on the trot.

The duo cashes in on ‘butter-�ngered’ �elding by PBKS to hit half-centuries; the openers Abhishek, Head provide another

sizzling start for the hosts, Connolly’s ton in vain; skipper Cummins leads from the front as the visiting team’s batters falter
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Kishan and Klaasen shine as
Sunrisers sink Kings, go top

Anirudh Velamuri
HYDERABAD

The BCCI on Wednesday
announced that the IPL
2026 �nal will be played at
the Narendra Modi Stadi-
um in Ahmedabad on May
31.

The Quali�er 1 will be
held in Dharamshala on
May 26, while New Chandi-
garh will play host to the
Eliminator and Quali�er 2
on May 27 and 29 respec-
tively, leaving Bengaluru
completely out of the mix
in the playo� schedule.

According to conven-
tion, the summit clash is
played at the home of the
reigning champion, which
in this case is the M. Chin-
naswamy Stadium (Royal
Challengers Bengaluru). 

“Bengaluru was origi-
nally designated to host
the Final. However, owing
to certain requirements
from the local association
and authorities that were
beyond the scope of BCCI’s
established guidelines and
protocols, the venue has
been shifted and reas-
signed,” an IPL media advi-
sory stated.

KSCA disappointed
The Karnataka State Crick-
et Association (KSCA) “ex-
pressed its disappoint-
ment”, noting that the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium
had hosted �ve league-
stage games without glitch.

The Association said
that its president Venka-
tesh Prasad was in touch

with the BCCI. 
“The IPL matches con-

ducted in Bengaluru dur-
ing the current season
were widely appreciated
for their smooth execu-
tion, crowd management,
operational e�ciency, and
overall spectator expe-
rience, rea�rming KSCA’s
capability to successfully
host marquee �xtures of
such scale and impor-
tance,” a KSCA statement
read.

“Despite our prepared-
ness and willingness to
host the playo�s, we un-
derstand that the BCCI has
taken a decision to allot
these matches to other ve-
nues,” the KSCA added.

The decision is similar
to what transpired last
year, when the �nal was
moved from Kolkata —
home of the then defend-
ing champion Kolkata
Knight Riders — to Ahme-
dabad. 

“Weather conditions
and other parameters” had

been cited as reasons for
the change.

Earlier this season, the
Karnataka State govern-
ment and police, after
much deliberation, grant-
ed permission for the con-
duct of IPL matches at the
M. Chinnaswamy Stadium. 

The iconic venue, side-
lined after the deadly stam-
pede last year, hosted �ve
league matches in April,
with Raipur set to host
RCB’s other two “home”
games on May 10 and 13.

In a departure from
norm, the Quali�er 2 and
�nal — conducted in a tight
space of three days — will
be held in di�erent cities. 

The games are usually
held in the same city to en-
sure that the second team
which makes the grade
does not have to travel.

The playo� schedule: Qualifier

1: May 26, Dharamshala;
Eliminator: May 27, New
Chandigarh; Qualifier 2: May 29,
New Chandigarh; Final: May 31,
Ahmedabad.

Ahmedabad to host �nal; no
playo� game in Bengaluru
Ashwin Achal
BENGALURU

Preferred venue: The Narendra Modi Stadium is set to host its 

fourth final in five seasons. FILE PHOTO: VIJAY SONEJI

Comfort has eluded Delhi
Capitals at home in IPL’s
19th edition. The Axar Pa-
tel-led franchise has won
just one out of �ve matches
at the Arun Jaitley Stadi-
um. On its visits to other
venues, it has fared much
better, notching up three
wins in �ve games.

Contributing to the tra-
vails at home has been the
large deviation in the na-
ture of surfaces, hindering
DC from cultivating a con-
sistent style of play in its
backyard. The last three
matches in the national
capital make for pertinent
examples. 

Having engaged in a
run-fest against Punjab
Kings on a featherbed
where Shreyas Iyer’s side
chased down a record 265
on April 25, Capitals’ duel
against Royal Challengers
Bengaluru just two days la-
ter swung to the other
extreme.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar
and Josh Hazlewood ex-
tracted swing and seam
movement, reducing the
host to eight for six inside
four overs. 

DC folded up for 75 and

lost by nine wickets.
On Tuesday night, the

strip in use was on the
slower side. DC’s batters
couldn’t adapt quickly
enough, allowing Chennai
Super Kings to register an
eight-wicket victory.

DC head coach Hemang
Badani conceded that the
lack of homogeneity with
the pitches at home wasn’t
ideal. 

At the same time, the
49-year-old explicitly stat-
ed that the franchises
didn’t have a role in the
preparation of pitches.

“We don’t have any con-
trol over the surfaces.
There is a clear mandate
from the BCCI that it looks
after the surfaces and it is
the one which ensures that
no local side bene�ts. You
play on what is presented
to you,” Badani told
reporters.

“Yes, it’s been a bit of an
up-and-down curve for us
to understand what we are
going to get in Delhi. I think
the whole competition is
quite neutral that way. But
ideally, yes, you want to
have some consistency”

DC grapples with wide
variance in home pitches
Vivek Krishnan
NEW DELHI

Up against it: Things have been tough at home for DC coach

Badani and captain Axar. R.V. MOORTHY 

Royal Challengers Bengalu-
ru faces a potential bana-
na-skin in its playo� aspira-
tions as it visits Lucknow
Super Giants on Thursday.
The hosts’ hopes hang by a
thread after six defeats in a
row, but assistant coach
Lance Klusener said it has
a lot to play for still. 

It has struggled as a bat-
ting group this year, with
captain Rishabh Pant em-

blematic of an inconsistent
season for the batters,
which can partly be attri-
buted to home conditions.

No other venue has af-
forded bowlers as much as-
sistance as the “fantastic”
Ekana wicket, especially
with the new ball, setting
the stage for a clash with
RCB’s red-hot pair of Bhuv-
neshwar Kumar and Josh
Hazlewood.

LSG’s best chance of
success will likely come
through its own impressive

pace battery – including
Mohammad Shami, Moh-
sin Khan, and Prince Yadav
– despite a tough outing
against Mumbai Indians. 

It will look to expose an
RCB middle-order that has
wobbled at times, as typi-
�ed by a collapse in its last
outing against Gujarat Ti-
tans, and will be frustrated
by its lack of consistent vic-
tories despite being se-
cond. 

Spin-bowling coach Ma-
lolan Rangarajan said the

team was focused on this
match and that it was “not
going to go far beyond that
and not back either.”

Jitesh Sharma, who
starred last year with an
unbeaten 85 from 33 balls,
is under the scanner hav-
ing looked short of rhythm
for his 63 runs in seven
outings at 112.50. But, Ma-
lolan threw his weight be-
hind Jitesh, saying the
team preferred to “look at
the bigger picture.”

“Jitesh hasn’t started as

Rampant RCB faces a tricky LSG challenge 

Aditya Padinjat
LUCKNOW

In a spin: Digvesh, who hasn’t been in the best form, will hope to

turn things around soon. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

well as he would or we
would have liked. We’ve
been supporting him, and
he’s a very sorted indivi-
dual. It’s not by chance he
has played for the country,
and he contributed for us
last year,” Malolan said.

RCB has dominated this
�xture recently, winning
three out of the last four
meetings, underlining the
scale of the challenge fac-
ing the home side if it is to
keep its wafer-thin hopes
of a playo� spot alive.

Suryansh Shedge c Abhishek b
Cummins 25 (17b, 1x4, 2x6),
Shashank Singh c Nitish Kumar b
Sakib 4 (3b, 1x4), Marco Jansen c
Harsh b Shivang 19 (16b, 1x6), V.
Vyshak (not out) 1 (1b); Extras
(nb-2, w-7): 9; Total (for seven
wkts. in 20 overs): 202.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-4 (Priyansh, 0.6), 2-4
(Prabhsimran, 1.1), 3-23 (Shreyas,
3.2), 4-63 (Stoinis, 6.4), 5-110
(Shedge, 11.4), 6-119 (Shashank,
12.3), 7-187 (Jansen, 19.1).

SUNRISERS BOWLING

Cummins 4-0-34-2, Nitish Kumar
2-0-11-1, Malinga 4-0-36-1, Sakib
4-0-40-1, Shivang 4-0-45-2, Harsh
(Impact Player for Head)

2-0-36-0.
Toss: Kings; PoM: Cummins.
Sunrisers won by 33 runs.

SUNRISERS HYDERABAD

Abhishek Sharma c Shreyas b
Ferguson 35 (13b, 2x4, 4x6),
Travis Head c Jansen b Chahal 38
(19b, 3x4, 3x6), Ishan Kishan c
Shedge b Arshdeep 55 (32b, 2x4,

4x6), Heinrich Klaasen c Jansen b
Vyshak 69 (43b, 3x4, 4x6), Nitish
Kumar (not out) 29 (13b, 2x4,

2x6); Extras (b-2, lb-2, w-5): 9;
Total (for four wkts. in 20 overs):
235.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-54 (Abhishek, 3.3 overs), 2-84
(Head, 6.4), 3-172 (Kishan, 14.4),
4-235 (Klaasen, 19.6).

KINGS BOWLING

Arshdeep 4-0-43-1, Jansen
4-0-61-0, Ferguson 4-0-41-1,
Chahal 4-0-32-1, Vyshak 4-0-54-1.

PUNJAB KINGS

Priyansh Arya (Impact Player

for Chahal) c Malinga b
Cummins 1 (3b), Prabhsimran
Singh c Cummins b Nitish Kumar
3 (4b), Cooper Connolly (not out)
107 (59b, 7x4, 8x6), Shreyas Iyer c
Cummins b Malinga 5 (5b, 1x4),
Marcus Stoinis c Kishan b
Shivang 28 (14b, 3x4, 2x6),

SCOREBOARD

�

The dazzlers: Klaasen and Cummins’ experience came to the fore

while Connolly’s century was not enough for PBKS. NAGARA GOPAL
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Mikel Arteta said that Arsenal fans “set the
standards” after the Gunners reached the
Champions League �nal on Tuesday. Arteta said
that his players fed o� the �zzing atmosphere at
the Emirates. “I think they set the standards and
we tried to catch up with them immediately. It’s
so good after so many years to give that joy back
to them and see that pride in their eyes. It’s
beautiful to watch.”

Fans ‘set the standards’ at
rocking Emirates: Arteta

INBRIEF
�

IPL: Star Sports 1 & JioHot-
star, 7.30 p.m.

LIVE TELECAST

�

New Delhi will host the 22nd Commonwealth
table tennis championship between July 27 and
August 2, the State Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
announced on Wednesday. The championship, to
be organised jointly by the Delhi government and
Table Tennis Federation of India, will see
participation from 35 Commonwealth nations.

New Delhi to host C’wealth 
TT in July-August

India’s underwhelming campaign at the World
table tennis team championships ended with
women’s 3-1 loss to USA in the round of 32 in
London. The men too lost in a round of 32 clash
against Austria on Tuesday.

The result: USA 3 bt India 1 (Sally Moyland bt Yashaswini
Ghorpade 11-8, 11-8, 11-7; Jessica Reyes lost to Manika Batra
2-11, 8-11, 11-8, 4-11; Lily Zhang bt Diya Chitale 11-8, 11-7,
13-11; Sally bt Manika 10-12, 11-9, 11-3, 13-11).

India’s disappointing
campaign at World TT ends

A
rsenal reached the
Champions League
�nal for the �rst

time in 20 years as Bukayo
Saka sealed a 1-0 win
against Atletico Madrid on
Tuesday.

Mikel Arteta’s side set-
tled the semi�nal second
leg with Saka’s strike late in
the �rst half at an ecstatic

Emirates Stadium.
The Gunners, who drew

1-1 in the �rst leg in Madrid
last week, held �rm after
Saka’s goal to go through
2-1 on aggregate.

Arsenal will face Paris
Saint-Germain or Bayern
Munich in the �nal in Bu-
dapest on May 30.

It was a cathartic night
for Arsenal, which is back
in the Champions League
�nal for the �rst time since

losing 2-1 to Barcelona in its
only previous appearance
in the showpiece in 2006.

Even Arsene Wenger’s
‘Invincibles’ — who won
the club’s last English title
in an unbeaten top-�ight
campaign in 2004 — might
have to bow to the current
generation if they �nish
the job. Fittingly, it was Sa-
ka — the homegrown sym-
bol of the Arteta era — who
proved Arsenal’s

match-winner.
This was a more prosaic

display but no-one with an
a�nity to Arsenal was
bothered in the slightest.

Arsenal was nearly
caught on the counter in a
frenetic start when Julian
Alvarez shot just wide be-
fore Giuliano Simeone’s
close-range e�ort de�ected
past the post.

But Arsenal recovered
from those anxious mo-

ments to deliver a domi-
nant spell that brought its
44th minute goal.

Viktor Gyokeres’ clever
run unhinged the Atletico
defence and his cross
reached Leandro Trossard
inside the area.

Trossard wriggled into
just enough space for a low
drive that Jan Oblak weakly
pushed out to Saka, who
reacted quicker than his
�at-footed markers to slot

home from four yards.

Atletico tried to ruin the
party in the second half,
but Gabriel Magalhaes
made a last-ditch tackle on
Simeone to avert a certain
goal before David Raya re-
pelled Antoine Griez-
mann’s blast.

The result (semifinal, second

leg):

Arsenal 1 (Saka 44) bt Atletico 0
(Arsenal wins 2-1 on aggregate).

The winger’s strike late in the �rst half seals a narrow 1-0 second-leg win over Atletico Madrid for an aggregate 2-1 result in the semi�nal

Saka ends Arsenal’s 20-year wait to
reach Champions League �nal

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Clinical: Saka fires in from close range for Arsenal’s winner. REUTERS

The Indian compound
men’s team, comprising
Ojas Deotale, Sahil Jadhav
and Kushal Dalal, narrowly
missed a bronze medal af-
ter losing to China at the
Archery World Cup Stage-2
in Shanghai on
Wednesday.

The teams were tied
234-234, forcing a shoot-
o�. As the tie-breaker end-
ed 30-30, China, which
shot two Xs against India’s
one, was declared the win-
ner in a battle for the
bronze.

The results: 

Recurve: Qualification:

Individual: Men: B. Dhiraj
(seventh, 679), Tarundeep Rai
(29th, 661), Yashdeep Bhoge
(54th, 653), Atanu Das (67th, 643);

Women: Ankita Bhakat (10th,
652), Kumkum Mohod (11th, 651),
Deepika Kumari (14th, 651),
Simranjeet Kaur (15th, 648).

Team: India: Men (eighth, 1993),
Women (fourth, 1954), Mixed
(sixth, 1331).

Elimination: Men: First round:

Tarundeep Rai bt
Mukhammadkodir Ergashev
(Uzb) 6-2, Atanu Das lost to Mohd.
Mishad Prodhan (Ban) 3-7,
Yashdeep Bhoge bt Diego Conde
Collar (Spn) 7-1, B. Dhiraj got
byes (in first two rounds).

Compound: Elimination:

Team: Men: India (Ojas Deotale,
Sahil Jadhav, Kushal Dalal) got a
bye (first round), bt Germany
238-230 (second round), bt
Chinese Taipei 233-231
(quarterfinal), lost to USA 234-235
(semifinal), lost to China 234-234
(30-30*, Chinese archers shot
closer to the centre).

Women: India (Aditi Swami,
Pragati, V. Jyothi Surekha) bt
Slovenia 228-227 (first round),
lost to Türkiye 227-233
(quarterfinal).

Indian compound
men’s team narrowly
misses bronze

ARCHERY

Sports Bureau

For a spinner who bowls a
majority of his overs in the
PowerPlay, Chennai Super
Kings’ West Indian import
Akeal Hosein relies as
much on mental fortitude
as his skills to excel in the
most unforgiving phase of
the game.

With just two �elders in
the deep in the �rst six ov-
ers, the margin for error is
miniscule and the pressure
is sky high.

Hosein thrives in that
tense environment. The
left-arm spinner returned
with frugal �gures of 3-0-
15-1 in the PowerPlay to
play a crucial role in his
team’s eight-wicket win ov-
er Delhi Capitals in an IPL
match here on Tuesday.

“You need both of them

(skill and mental tough-
ness). Especially when you
come upon pitches that
aren’t conducive to spin

and it’s just about being
disciplined as well,” he
said.

“Having two �elders out

in the power play. It’s not a
job that you can go search-
ing for wickets or you can
be too greedy. It’s just
about sticking to the plan,”
he explained.

Hosein got the all-im-
portant wicket of an in-
form K L Rahul, who was
foxed by the West Indian as
he stepped out to smash
him for an inside out six.

Hosein’s inclusion in the
playing eleven after not be-
ing picked in the initial
phase of the tournament
has allowed CSK to win
more games. On Tuesday,
the pitch o�ered him a bit
of help and he ended up
dominating the batters.

After the win over DC,
Hosein was asked about his
recipe for success. 

It’s a bit scripted be-
cause you only have two
guys out so it’s just about
being disciplined and try-
ing to do the job for the
team. ” said Hosein.

Super Kings’ Hosein decodes his
PowerPlay success formula

IPL-19
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Go-to man: Hosein has been the trump card for the franchise in the

challenging phase. ANI

Dazz Sports posts
win over Telefunken

Divyansh Joshi,
Swastik Chikara and
Kritagya Singh
contributed
half-centuries in Dazz
Sports’ 84-run victory
over Telefunken
Cricket Club in the 51st
All India Tyagmurthi
Goswami Ganesh Dutt
Memorial Cricket
Tournament at S.G.T.B.
Khalsa College ground
in Delhi on
Wednesday.

The scores: Dazz Sports
331/7 in 40 overs (Divyansh
Joshi 66, Swastik Chikara 65,
Kritagya Singh 51, Shivank
Vashisth 47, Shivam Mishra
3/66) bt Telefunken Cricket
Club 247 in 33.2 overs
(Shivam Mishra 53, Yash
Dabas 35).

Bal Bhavan enters
the quarterfinals

Arpit Rana smashed

187 while Yash Bhatia
hit 164 against Friends
XI as Bal Bhavan
Cricket Academy
romped to the
quarter�nals of the
41st All India Laxman
Dass Chhabra
Memorial Cricket
Tournament at St.
Stephen’s ground on
Wednesday.
The scores: Bal Bhavan
Cricket Academy 439/6 in 40
overs (Arpit Rana 187, Yash
Bhatia 164, Yajas Sharma 38,
Mayank Sehrawat 3/72) bt
Friends XI 375 in 39.5 overs
(Harshit Sethi 71, Sanskar
Rawat 43, Dikshant Kundal
37, Ayush Jamwal 37, Pratap
Basista 55, Tarun Bisht 74,
Vanshaj Sharma 3/37, Prince
3/72).

DELHI ROUND-UP
�

Reigning world champion
D. Gukesh on Wednesday
sent out a massive message
to chess bu�s across the
globe by beating his chal-
lenger for the world
crown, Javokhir Sindarov
of Uzbekistan in the �fth
round of the Super Rapid
and Blitz, a part of the
Grand Chess Tour, here.

Gukesh had earlier
walked out of the main
competition of the Grand
Chess Tour, citing his form
and to focus more on train-
ing ahead of his World
Championship title
defence.

He was, however, in full
swing as he matched Sin-
darov move for move in a
rapid encounter. The Uz-
bek Grandmaster had ear-
lier dismissed claims that

this was an important
clash ahead of the World
Championship match but
his play clearly showed he
was under some pressure.

Interestingly enough,
Gukesh and Sindarov both
lost their previous games
coming into this round.
Gukesh was outdone by
Radoslav Wojtashek of Po-
land while Sindarov lost to
tournament leader Wesley
So of the United States.

So leads with eight

points from �ve games,
having won three and
drawn two. With each vic-
tory worth two points in
the rapid games, Wesley is
now trailed by compatriot
Hans Moke Niemann who
is having a great run on se-
ven points.

Gukesh is on �ve points
and is not too far behind
with as many as four rapid
and 18 blitz games remain-
ing in the tournament that
o�ers a dynamic format. 

Gukesh sends out a massive
message by beating Sindarov

Statement win: Gukesh wrapped up the win against Sindarov in 52

moves. FLICKR/GRANDCHESSTOUR

CHESS

Press Trust of India
WARSAW

In a game of few clear-cut
chances, it seemed rather
apt that Punjab FC’s 1-0
win against Chennaiyin FC
in the Indian Super League
�xture on Wednesday was
courtesy an own goal in the
84th minute.

In the endeavour to
mark Suresh Meitei during
a Punjab corner, Chennaiy-
in’s Lalrinliana Hnamte
had his back on goal, and
was totally oblivious to Da-
niel Ramirez’s cross hitting
his body before going into
the net.

Crucial result
The result takes Punjab,
which has 18 points after 10
matches, to sixth spot in
the standings. Chennaiyin
continues to languish at
12th with nine points.

The host, which en-
joyed 60% of the posses-
sion, was deserving of the
victory after looking the
more threatening of the

two teams. Ramirez, the at-
tacking mid�elder from
Spain with a creative
spark, orchestrated most
of the attacks.

The �rst genuine oppor-
tunity came in the 11th mi-
nute when Ramirez teed
up Bede Osuji on a platter,
but the latter’s shot was
cleared o� the goal-line by
defender Pritam Kotal.

Missed chances

In the 25th minute, Rami-
rez again turned provider
as he found Nsungusi Ef-
�ong on the left with a per-
fectly-weighted pass. 

But E�ong didn’t get a
clear sight at goal much to
the credit of Chennaiyin
goalkeeper Mohammad
Nawaz, who charged for-
ward and narrowed the an-
gle for the Punjab striker.

Just a minute later,
Chennaiyin had one of its
rare openings when Irfan
Yadwad’s pass found
Hnamte in a superb posi-
tion inside the box. 

He squandered the in-
itiative, however, with a
heavy �rst touch.

Hnamte own goal helps Punjab
edge past Chennaiyin

On the rise: Punjab FC moved up to sixth in the standings with a

victory at home. INSTAGRAM/INDIANSUPERLEAGUE

ISL 

Vivek Krishnan
NEW DELHI

A three-member Indian
team led by 2025 Ladies
Order of Merit winner
Guntas Kaur Sandhu will
participate in the presti-
gious Queen Sirikit Cup
golf later this month.

The event from May 12-
15, o�cially the Asia-Paci�c
Amateur Ladies Golf Team
Championship, will be
held at Bogor, Indonesia
with 15 countries partici-
pating including Australia,
China, Japan, New Zealand
and defending champion
Korea.

Besides the 15-year-old
Chandigarh-based Guntas,
Haryana’s Ceerat Kang and
Delhi’s Keya Badugu are
the others in the team
named by the Indian Golf
Union on Wednesday.

The Queen Sirikit Cup is
considered one of the top
amateur competitions in
golf.

Guntas to lead
at Queen
Sirikit Cup 

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI
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L
aura Wolvaardt 4, India 1.

That could very well have
been the scoreline in the recent
�ve-match T201 series in South

Africa. The only match India won was the
one in which Wolvaardt failed to reach 20.

That was in the fourth T20I at
Johannesburg, in which she was out for
18. That was the game in which Deepti
Sharma regained her touch as one of the
premier all-rounders in the women’s
game, claiming �ve wickets after making
an unbeaten 36 o� 26 balls. The visitors
won by 14 runs, but the South Africans
had already clinched the series.

The rubber had been decided in the
previous match, which was also played at
the Wanderers. And that game produced
one of the best knocks in women’s cricket
of late. Wolvaardt’s 115 o� 53 balls was a
masterclass in T20 batting.

The 27-year-old's third hundred in the
format helped her team get past the target
set by India – 192 – with 3.3 overs
remaining. It was the highest successful
chase for South Africa. It was Wolvaardt’s
third T20I hundred, and it was her fastest
– o� 47 balls. All those records matter,
yes.

The way she lorded over the Indian
attack, right from the start, mattered too.
She, and her opening partner, Sune Luus
gave Harmanpreet Kaur’s women no
chance despite putting on the board what
was a challenging total. While the former
played the supporting role admirably with
a 42-ball 64 not out, the current one
destroyed the Indian bowlers; she was
generous enough to give a couple of
chances, but this was, of course, a series
that would not be exactly remembered
for India’s �elding; even some of its best
�elders, like Jemimah Rodrigues,
fumbled.

Wolvaardt, of course, made India pay
for those lapses. And she did it with some
spectacular shots, like she did all through
the series. She began by sending Renuka
past the midwicket boundary o� the �rst
ball of the innings. The swing bowler was
later swung for a couple of big sixes on
the on-side.

The innings, in particular, showcased
how increasingly aggressive Wolvaardt is
becoming as a top-order batter. She has
always been admired for her elegant
batting – her cover drive is pure art – and
the way she could anchor her team’s
innings, or the way she could pace her
knock. And talking of her cover drive,
Australian great Meg Lanning had once
famously replied to an ICC tweet asking
fans who had the best cover drive of the
generation.

Usual suspects
The international cricket body had put
out pictures of some usual suspects: Virat
Kohli, Kane Williamson, Joe Root and
Babar Azam. Those were lovely pictures,

too, of all the men playing one of the most
classical, aesthetically pleasing shots in
the game. The images looked especially
lovelier as the players were all in their
whites.

The picture Lanning posted of
Wolvaardt had the South African in yellow
and green – because she hadn’t played a
Test yet and there sadly are far too few
games for women in the longest – and
greatest – format. But, that image still
brought out the beauty of the lady’s cover
drive. Come to think of it, there is no
gender to the sheer art of batting. Just
think of Smriti Mandhana; she is as stylish
as a male left-hander.

Women’s cricket needs entertainers
like Smriti and Wolvaardt. The game may
have taken o� in a big way in India – the
ODI World Cup victory could not have
been timed better – the WPL and The
Hundred may be bringing in new fans,
but it is still evolving. There is potential
for the sport to grow further. And for that,
superstars like Wolvaardt can be handy.

She could inspire a lot more young girls
in her country. Women’s cricket had
received a major boost when the team
reached the �nal of the T20 World Cup in
2023 at home. South Africa went down to
the invincible Australia in the �nal.

All-rounder Marizanne Kapp had told
this writer back then how much it meant
to become the �rst senior South African
team – male or female – to reach a World
Cup �nal. “The support we received at
the World Cup from the crowds was
amazing,” she said. “But, still you won’t
be remembered for playing the
semi�nals, you will be remembered for
winning World Cups. We can’t get stuck
on us reaching the �nal.”

Well, three years later, South African
women are still stuck there. They played
the �nal of the 2024 T20 World Cup
against New Zealand and then the 2025
ODI World Cup �nal against India.

In last November’s �nal at the DY
Patil Stadium, the host had asked
the South Africans to chase at
nearly six an over. Not an easy
task in a �nal in front of a full
house, but as long as Wolvaardt
was there, they had hope. She
was dismissed for a 98-ball 101
in the 42nd over. Once the
opener went, the remaining
three wickets fell quickly.

Former India captain
Shubhangi Kulkarni rates that
innings very highly. “I thought
Wolvaardt played brilliantly in the
�nal against India and South Africa
was very much in the game when
she was at the wicket,” she tells
The Hindu. “She showed
great temperament, which I
think is her best quality.
Under pressure, in crucial
roles, in major tournaments,
she has been able to perform
well.”

She had performed alright in the
semi�nal against England at Guwahati. It
was her 169 o� 143 balls – she got out o�
the last ball of the 48th over – that helped
South Africa set a far too big total that
denied the Englishwomen a third straight
�nal.

Wolvaardt �nished the World Cup as its
leading scorer, with 571 runs, 137 more
than the second-placed Smriti. Apart from
two hundreds, she had also hit three
�fties and had an average of 71.37.

That World Cup had begun disastrously
for Wolvaardt and South Africa though. At
the Barsapara Cricket Stadium, the same
venue as the semi�nal, against the same
team, England, she was out in the second
over, her leading edge ending up as a
return catch to left-arm spinner Linsey
Smith. The South African innings lasted
just four balls more than a T20I innings,
and totalled 69.

After England chased down that score
in just 14.1 overs, Wolvaardt addressed the
media. One recalls how calmly she took
on the questions from the reporters on
that October evening. “We are a much,
much better side than 69 all out,” she had
said. “We spent a lot of
time in these
conditions in the
last couple of
months, so
de�nitely
wouldn’t put it
on the wicket.”

That was a
captain talking.

She sounded
con�dent that her
team could bounce
back despite a poor
start and it was such a
long tournament, with
every team getting

seven games in the league stage. South
Africa indeed bounced back. And
Wolvaardt led from the front.

“She has been an excellent captain,”
says Shubhangi. “She is a leader, and has
shown a lot of maturity.”

The Pune-based veteran rates
Wolvaardt as one of the best batters of all
time in women’s cricket. “She is
technically correct and is a classical
batter, and I was really surprised she was
not bought by any franchise at the
inaugural WPL in 2023 (she came in as a
replacement for Gujarat Giants’ Beth
Mooney, who was injured in the opening
game of the tournament),” she says. “She
plays proper cricketing shots and is good
across formats.”

Wolvaardt has played just four Tests,
though. She has a hundred and �fty from
them. She averages a remarkable 51.30 in
ODIs. No current player has a better
number. She has 5695 runs in the format,
with 13 hundreds and 40 �fties. In T20Is,
apart from the three hundreds, she has 16
�fties.

Yes, some of those came against India
in the recent series, in which her scores
read 51, 54, 115, 18, 92 not out. She could

not have timed those innings better,
either: the T20 World Cup in

England is just �ve weeks away.
Wolvaardt will be determined to
make a statement in the group
of death. She will do that with
�air, you can bet.
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Women’s cricket needs
entertainers like Smriti and
Wolvaardt. The game may have
taken o� in a big way in India –
the ODI World Cup victory
could not have been timed
better

�

There is potential for the sport
to grow further. And for that,
superstars like Wolvaardt can
be handy. She could inspire a
lot more young girls in her
country

�

Her scores against India read
51, 54, 115, 18, 92 not out. She
could not have timed those
innings better, either: the T20
World Cup in England is just
five weeks away.

P.K. Ajith Kumar

Can Wolvaardt
2.0 take the
Proteas to the
promised land?
For a batter who relies on old-school technique to amass runs, the recent series triumph against

India showed her in a di�erent avatar. It could augur well for South Africa in England
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SCIENCE

X

QUESTION 1

The _______ of an atom is equal to the
number of atoms bonded to it. In a clump of
atoms, those on the surface will have a lower
value than those in the bulk, since the surface
o�ers fewer neighbouring atoms. Fill in the
blank.
X

QUESTION 2

In a liquid, every atom or molecule is pulled
equally in all directions by its neighbours. But
on the surface, atoms/molecules have
neighbours only on one 'side', so these
particles exist in a state of constant stress.
What is the resulting force called, which also
allows some insects to walk on water?
X

QUESTION 3

It is slightly easier for molecules to escape

from smaller droplets. Called the
Gibbs-Thomson e�ect, this is because the X of
smaller droplets is higher. The e�ect is the
reason ice cream left in the freezer becomes
more grainy over time. Name X, which is a form
of pressure.
X

QUESTION 4

Inside a metal, many electrons are not confined
to their atoms but are free to flow around, like a
fluid. If you disturb this fluid, it can slosh back
and forth. These collective oscillations in the
fluid are called what? The name comes from the
technical term ‘plasma oscillation’.
X

QUESTION 5

It is possible for the surface of a material to start
melting before the bulk does even if it is heated
uniformly. This is because the material can cool
by allowing what to form on its surface? It is the
reason a gold nanoparticle melts far below the
temperature at which a gold ring melts.

Answers to May 5 quiz:

1. Drugs to block the final step in acid secretion
– Ans: Proton-pump inhibitors

2. Drugs that work by blocking the COX
enzymes – Ans: NSAIDs

3. WHO system that gives non-brand names to
drugs – Ans: International Nonproprietary

Names (INN)

4. Expansion of ‘ARB’ – Ans: Angiotensin II

receptor blockers

5. Copy of a biologic made by another
manufacturer – Ans: Biosimilar

Visual: Beta-lactam ring

First contact:Tamal Biswas | K.N. Viswanathan |
K. Loghesh | Prem Nath Tiwari | Vidhya Sagar K.

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Chemistries of the surface and the bulk

X

Visual: Name the brilliant e�ect on display here. A form of
iridescence, it is entirely due to features on the surface of the
oyster shell. BROCKEN INAGLORY (CC BY-SA)

Please send in your answers to 

science@thehindu.co.in

Vasudevan Mukunth

A
cross India, campaigns against
invasive alien species (IAS) are
gathering administrative and
judicial force. Authorities now

identify, map, classify, and remove
species deemed ecological threats.

In the last year alone, India’s
English-language press has carried
sustained coverage of ecological-loss
studies, State eradication drives, and
human-wildlife con�icts linked to such
species. What was once a niche scienti�c
concern has become a visible public issue
and priority.

A recent Tamil Nadu court order even
portrayed Prosopis juli�ora shrubs as a
near-Statewide threat. Government
submissions have reported its clearance
from 517 villages across 32 districts while
the academic literature has recorded the
species across the State. The plants
Lantana camara and Senna spectabilis
face similar campaigns elsewhere in
India.

The prevailing assumption is simple:
remove the invasive species and
ecological recovery will follow.

Before accepting that, however, one
must �rst ask: what condition was the
landscape in before these species spread,
and what conditions now sustain them?

Three patterns emerge from the
evidence.

Physical changes usually came �rst
Throughout India, native ecological
communities had already been
transformed before invasive plants
became dominant.

Colonial forestry, plantation
expansion, and settlement removed vast
tracts of forest cover. Millions of hectares
were converted to tea, co�ee, rubber,
teak, and eucalyptus plantations. Diverse
habitats gave way to simpli�ed
commercial landscapes, with lasting
e�ects on soil biology, shade regimes, and
water cycles. Logging, roads, mining, �re
suppression, and chemical agriculture
fragmented habitats further.

In places like Wayanad, forest edges
had already degraded before species like
L. camara spread into them. Biodiversity
and its supporting conditions had already
been decimated.

Removing a species alone can’t restore
what came before. Without functioning
ecological relationships, more clearing
creates new vacancies, often the very
conditions in which another invasive
species, or the same one, can quickly
return.

P. juli�ora was introduced to India in
1877 as part of a misguided ecological
experiment. At �rst seeded from the air, it
spread through the guts of cattle that
browsed its pods. Then came the ‘Green
Revolution’ and the wider
post-independent agricultural
intensi�cation. Canals expanded.
Borewells multiplied. Fertilizer use
surged.

As a result, waterlogging and seepage
increased in some regions, depleted
aquifers in others, and productivity began
to decline on abandoned lands. P. juli�ora
is a deep-rooted phreatophyte that can
exploit such altered water and soil
regimes. In parts of Tamil Nadu,
researchers have linked its surge to
irrigation-related moisture conditions.

In other words, the plant was present
for decades — what changed was the
landscape around it.

Climate change, nutrient loading,
land-use change, freshwater disruption,

biodiversity loss, and chemical pollution
are reshaping ecosystems worldwide.
These are largely the e�ects of a
globalised industrial culture pushing
rapid urbanisation and infrastructure
expansion.

Over three decades, India’s urban
governance footprint has roughly
doubled, marking a systemic expansion of
fragmented, high-disturbance landscapes
that extend far beyond city boundaries
into peri-urban and rural ecologies.

India also supports roughly 500 million
cattle and other livestock — one of the
largest such populations in the world —
placing continuous and heavy grazing
pressure on forests and the commons. In
such conditions, ‘palatable’ species are
repeatedly suppressed while thorny,
chemically defended,
disturbance-tolerant plants such as L.
camara persist or even expand.

Studies have revealed increasing
woody cover across many open
landscapes worldwide, partly associated
with rising atmospheric carbon and other
interacting factors. Fertilizer inputs
remain high — India alone uses 35-40
million tonnes of urea per year — and
atmospheric nitrogen deposition now
adds 10-30 kg per hectare annually across
many regions. Woody nitrogen-�xing
species such as S. spectabilis and P.
juli�ora bene�t from such altered
conditions.

A deeper invasion
Chemical pesticides have further altered
soils and microbial networks. Over time,
they can disrupt genes, reduce resilience,
intensify pest cycles, and weaken the
ecological foundations on which
productivity itself depends.

These changes were driven less by
individual choice than by policies,
infrastructure, and economic systems
designed to maximise production at scale.
The result: food production must
continue yet the same hydrological,
chemical, and atmospheric systems that

increase output are also exhausting the
land and degrading ecosystems now
slated for restoration.

When multiple factors shift together,
plant communities reorganise. P. juli�ora
growth is part of wider hydrological and
chemical change across the subcontinent.
Similar dynamics may apply, in di�ering
ways, to other IAS. These plants may
function as ecological �rst responders —
species whose physiology suits rapid
changes in landscape conditions.

Given time, other species follow these
pioneer species. In the early stages, many
may be exotic and fast-moving.
Eventually, native species may also
re-establish themselves. However, such
ecological succession does not guarantee
a return to earlier ecological states. As the
underlying conditions continue to shift,
new ecological assemblages are likely to
emerge among the species able to thrive
within them.

Life is conditional
Evolutionary and palaeoecological
evidence suggests that the world’s native
biomes developed under very di�erent
climatic and nutrient regimes. Grasslands
expanded during drier phases of history
while rainforests arose and diversi�ed in
warmer, wetter conditions. Many species
can’t easily tolerate the nutrient-rich soils,
altered climate or hydrologically changed
landscapes of the present.

Some IAS species may also perform
compensatory ecological roles. They can
accumulate heavy metals, nitrogen, and
carbon in biomass, provide cover for
smaller wildlife in disturbed landscapes,
create conditions into which other species
later enter, provide windbreaks, and bind
soil. There are, of course, real
consequences. Dense thickets of invasive
plants can reduce accessible forage for
elephants and other herbivores in forests
such as the Western Ghats. But these
e�ects unfold in landscapes already
altered by logging, plantations, and
nutrient enrichment.

Conservation e�orts that target only
the visible plant thus risk misdiagnosing
the problem. It is easier to count acres of
IAS removed than to measure shifts in
moisture regimes or soil chemistry.
Removal alone does not address the
underlying drivers. Restoration requires
that we read the land comprehensively,
understand its history and interacting
processes, and work with the ecological
and human communities that remain.

What it will take
This does not mean certain species
should never be removed but that
restoration is di�cult and requires
attention to ecological processes and
biodiversity. It is local, patient, and
continuous. Large-scale mechanical
removal brings complications of its own.
While clearing vast acreages may serve a
burgeoning biomass economy, there is
little proof that it supports ecological
recovery, which needs time.

Fears that invasive species will take
over often accompany business
opportunities for earthmovers and new
employment schemes. A villain, it seems,
can animate an economy faster than
restoration can.

Communities and practitioners
embedded in these habitats are often best
placed to undertake careful removal
where it makes ecological and cultural
sense. Success, however, remains
uncertain and can only be judged over
years. Restoration should proceed with
least harm, phased planting,
intergenerational care, and meaningful
human livelihoods.

Otherwise, India risks spending much
of its conservation energy removing
plants that are symptoms of a wider
civilisational transformation that it has yet
to confront.

(Suprabha Seshan lives and works at the
Gurukula Botanical Sanctuary in Wayanad
district, Kerala.
suprabha.seshan@gmail.com)

Invasive species may be the wrong
enemy in a changing subcontinent
India supports roughly 500 million cattle and other livestock, one of the largest such populations in the world, placing heavy grazing pressure on

forests and the commons; in such conditions, ‘palatable’ species are suppressed while thorny, chemically defended, disturbance-tolerant plants persist

India uses 35-40 million tonnes of urea per year and atmospheric nitrogen deposition now adds 10-30 kg per hectare annually across many regions. Woody
nitrogen-fixing species such as Senna spectabilis (shown) benefit from such altered conditions. PHILIPP WEIGELL (CC BY) 
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O
n a recent weekday, around 50
people gathered outside the
headquarters of a Chinese mobile

Internet company, waiting to get help
with installing an arti�cial intelligence (AI)
assistant.

The scene in Beijing, China’s capital,
was repeated for days at several events
and was also seen in the southern
technology hub Shenzhen in March, as
engineers helped crowds trying to set up
the popular AI “agent” OpenClaw on their
laptops. “I’m worried about falling behind
in technological developments,” said Sun
Lei, a 41-year-old human resources
manager at the Cheetah event. She said
she hoped the tool might help her source
and screen resumes across various
recruitment platforms.

More than a year after OpenAI’s
Chinese rival DeepSeek stunned the
world with its advanced AI model, China
has become a testing ground for mass use
of AI tools. Chinese people and

businesses have rapidly embraced AI for
all sorts of things, from booking and
planning travel, ordering food and hailing
rides. Of its 1.4 billion population, more
than 600 million were using generative AI
as of December, a 142% increase from a
year earlier, according to a report by the
government-controlled China Internet
Network Information Centre.

With the recent surge in the use of
“agentic” AI like OpenClaw, the
consumption of data by AI models has
also risen. Measured in what computer
scientists call tokens, or units of data such
as part of a word, the weekly share used
by Chinese AI models has recently
surpassed U.S. models, according to
OpenRouter, an AI “gateway platform”
that tracks data and enforces security
across di�erent AI models. “The (AI)
competition is clearly shifting from
models to ecosystems,” said Lizzi Lee, a
fellow at the Asia Society Policy Institute’s
Center for China Analysis focused on
economics and technology. “Chinese
users are basically acting as real-time
testers at scale.”

Chinese technology companies like
Tencent, Alibaba and Baidu are also
racing to commercialise AI. Tencent
integrated OpenClaw into WeChat,
China’s own “super-app” which is a
messaging tool that can also be used to
order food and make payments. 

OpenClaw, originally created by
Austrian software developer Peter
Steinberger last year, won quick and
enthusiastic use thanks to its ability to use
various tools to complete complicated
tasks. Zhao Yikang, a Chinese college
student in Macao, uses OpenClaw in both
his studies and daily life. “AI can
understand things in a second,” Zhao
said. “You just need to act as a
commander and tell it what to do.” 

Preparing to start a photo services
business after graduation, Zhao asked AI
to build a company website. Within 10
minutes, it had generated a fully
functional site for less than 5 yuan (₹70).

Chinese companies increasingly are
setting internal targets for boosting use of
AI to improve e�ciency, said Janet Tang,
a partner & managing director focused on
technology at consultancy AlixPartners.

There are “a lot of application
scenarios,” said Wang Xiaogang,
co-founder of the Chinese AI software
company SenseTime and chairman of
ACE Robotics. “The industry is
developing very fast and the people, they
are very open and they’re eager to try the
AI in a lot of scenarios.”

Expanding AI
gets its biggest
testing ground
in China

A sta� member rests as children play games at a
RedClaw AI promotion booth set up outside a
shopping mall in Beijing on March 28. AP 

More than 600 million people 
in China were using generative 
AI as of December 2025, a 142%
increase from a year earlier 

Associated Press
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