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Happening
today

®THEBIHAR Cabinetis set to
be expanded, weeks after BJP's
Samrat Choudhary was sworn
in as the Chief Minister. JD(U)
president and former Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar's son, Nishant
Kumar, is tipped to be among
the new ministers.

®BRITISH VOTERS will cast
ballotsin local elections that
could hasten the end of Prime
Minister Keir Starmer's troubled
term. Rival parties are framing it
as areferendum on his two-
year-old government.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Business as Usual
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BJP, TMC IN BLAME GAME OVER VIOLENCE, POLICE SAY MORE THAN 400 ARRESTED

Suvendu’s key aide shot dead as
post-poll violence rocks Bengal

Assailants on motorcycle intercepted
Rath’s carin Madhyamgram

Tanusree Bose, Atri Mitra
& Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, May 6

THE SITUATION in West Ben-
gal, rocked by post-poll viol-
ence following the BJP’s land-
slide victory thatended 15 years
of TMC rule, took a serious turn
Wednesday night when Chan-
dranath Rath, executive assis-
tant to BJPleader Suvendu Ad-
hikari, was shot dead in the
Doharia area of Madhyamgram
in North 24 Parganas district.
Rath, a close aide of Adhi-
kari who defeated Mamata Ba-
nerjee and is the frontrunner
for the post of Chief Minister,
was shot point blank after his
car was intercepted by motor-
cycle-borne assailants around
10.20 pm. He died on the spot.
Hisdriver sustained seriousin-
juries and was taken to the
SSKM Hospital in Kolkata.
Police sources said Rath was
returning to his home in Bara-
sat when his car was stopped by
men on one or two motorcycles
in the Doharia area. A man
came close to the car window
and fired three rounds at him,
the sources said. Rath was

| seated next to the driver.

India’s new sports
policy for Pakistan:
No to bilateral ties,
yes to global events

Mihir Vasavda
Mumbai, May 6

AYEAR afterthe Pahalgam ter-
ror attacks and Operation Sin-
door, India has formally
opened the door for Pakistani
athletes and teams to compete
on its soil in international
eventsinaclear policy that sep-
arates bilateral ties from global
sporting commitments.

An Office Memorandum is-
sued Tuesday by the Union
Sports Ministry stated that
“Pakistani players and teams
will be able to participate in
multilateral events hosted by
India”, and signalled a more
supportive visa regime for ath-
letes, officials and international
federation representatives.

Thepolicydraws a firmline
between bilateral and multilat-
eral sport. “In so far as bilateral
sports events in each other’s
country are concerned, Indian
teams will not be participating
in competitions in Pakistan.
Nor will we permit Pakistani
teams to play in India,” the
memorandum said.

However, itsaid, forinterna-
tional competitions, “we are
guided by the practices of inter-
national sports bodies and inter-
est of our own sportspersons”.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPLAINED

Pak still grey zone

The government’s new
sports policy removes much
of the ambiguity over
engagement with Pakistan
inIndia. ButIndia’s partici-
pationin multilateral events
in Pakistan remains uncer-
tain, and willdepend on the
prevailing geopolitical and
security climate.

e Upcomingglobal

eventsinindia

2026 Asian Weightlifting Cham-
pionships, Ahmedabad

2026 World Badminton Cham-
pionships, Delhi

2027 Shooting World Cup, Delhi

2027 Asian Rifle/Pistol Cham-
pionships, Delhi

2028 World Indoor Athletics
Championships, Bhubaneswar

2029 |CC Champions Trophy

2030 Commonwealth Games,
Ahmedabad

20310DIWorld Cup

Suvendu Adhikari's aide
Chandranath Rath. pri

A senior police officer said,
“It'sa planned murder. Because
after he shot Rath, the killer
waited for him to die.”

Rath was rushed to a private
hospital where he was declared
dead. One of the doctors said
that two persons were brought
to the emergency section of the
hospital. While one was brought
dead, the other had sustained
gunshot injuries, the doctor said.

Adhikari and Rath’s wife set
out for the hospital as soon as
they learnt of the attack.

West Bengal BJP president
Samik Bhattacharya told

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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The vehicle in which Chandranath Rath was shot, in North 24 Parganas on Wednesday night. express

TMC to move court, Mamata digs in
heels; Assembly stands dissolved

Ravik Bhattacharya
& Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 6

ACCUSING THE BJP and the
Election Commission of India
of “stealing” the mandate in
West Bengal through “manipu-
lation of EVMs” and violence,

TMC chief Mamata Banerjee
Wednesday refused to resign as
Chief Minister and her party
announced that it would be
moving court against the As-
sembly election results.

As Banerjee dug in her
heels, state Chief Electoral Of-
ficer Manoj Kumar Agarwal

met Governor R N Ravi and
submitted the gazette notifica-
tion of the election results,
clearing the decks for the Gov-
ernor to invite the BJP, the
party voted to power in a land-
slide, to form the next govern-
ment.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

LEARNING FROM CONFLICTS ATHOME, ABROAD

Underground infra to air defence,
armed forces fast-track prlorltles

Dual-use infra like airfields, roads
connecting strategic areas closer to
borders also akey focus area

QPERATION
sindoor

AYEARLATER

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 6

THE EARLY hours of May 7 will
mark one year of Operation Sin-
door, a strike by the Indian
armed forces on terror targets
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
and Pakistan followed by hos-
tilities between the two coun-
tries over four days.

A year since, the Indian
military has focused on two sig-
nificant aspects: large-scale
construction of underground
infrastructure and the estab-
lishment of a strong air defence
system.

Learning from Operation
Sindoor and ongoing global
conflicts, several changes are
being considered, covering de-
ployment of troops and equip-
ment, acquisition of new tech-
nology and weapons, among
them a range of drones and
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counter-drone systems, and
newer ways of fighting wars.

Multiple officials across the
defence establishmenttold The
Indian Express that the con-
struction of large-scale under-
ground infrastructure hasbeen
a major focus of the military,
alongside the implementation
of other passive measures such
asdispersal of assets and forma-
tions, increased concealment
and camouflage, and force pres-
ervation efforts.

According to officials, work
on the construction of under-
ground command and control
centres, starting with the
Army’s Command and Corps
Headquarterslevel and later at
divisional and lower levels, has
been underway.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Rameez Khan, wife Urusa offer prayers at their children’s graves. In
Poonch, 14 people were killed in border shelling last May. ARUN SHARMA

Twins dead, father says:
T often wonder why we
moved to Poonch...

Arun Sharma
Poonch, May 6

THE EMPTINESS that assails
Rameez and Urusa Khan as
they walk through the iron
gates of their single-storey
home in Poonch’s Chaktroo
town is pervasive. It slips into
their evening tea, haunts their
favourite corners, and follows
them as they visit the graves of
their 11-year-old twins Zoya and
Zain — both killed in last year’s

cross-border shellingin Poonch
during Operation Sindoor.

“Theywould open the gates
for us when we came home
from work,” says Rameez, a
government teacher, like his
wife Urusa. “We’re now simply
passing through life.”

Zoya and Zain, who were
born 5 minutes apart and died
within minutes of each other
on May 7,2025, were amongthe
14 people Kkilled in shelling in

»CONTINUED ONPAGE2 |
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TVK chief Vijay met Tamil Nadu Governor Rajendra Arlekar in
Chennai on Wednesday to stake claim to form the government. ani

Vijay still short of
majority, arch rivals
DMK &AIADMK
weigh TN alliance

TVK stakes claim with Cong support,
Governor says show me the numbers

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 6

THE RACE for numbers in
Tamil Nadu threw up a new
possibility late Wednesday that
would have sounded politically
improbable just a day ago:
leaders of Dravidian archrivals
DMK and AIADMK are explor-
ing a joint fallback scenario if
Vijay's TVK falls short of the
majority mark, The Indian Ex-

presshaslearnt.

Sources from both parties
said one option being discussed
was for the ATADMK to form a
government with outside sup-
port from the DMK and back-
ing from smaller parties. “No-
thing has formally happened
yet. But conversations among

INSIDE

CONG ENDS TIES
WITH DMK, TO GO
WITHTVKIN
FUTURE POLLS
PAGE6

leaders and internal meetings
across camps suggest that this
possibility is nolonger just the-
oretical,” sources said.
Thelatest twist in the state's
post-election churn came after
Vijay's path to becoming the
next Chief Minister hit an un-
expected pause, with Governor
Rajendra Arlekar insisting that
the TVK produce documentary
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

US, Iran closein on
memo to end watr,
Hormuz ship escorts
paused; oil prices fall

Trump claims ‘great progress’, holds
out bombing threat if Iran backs out

Ariba Shahid, Steve Holland
& Alexander Cornwell
Islamabad, Washington,

Tel Aviv, May 6

THE US and Iran are closing in
onanagreementonaone-page
memorandum to end the war
in the Gulf, a source from medi-
ator Pakistan and another
source briefed on the medi-
ation said Wednesday.

In an early morning social
media post, US President Don-
ald Trump gave no details of
any specific proposal but said
the war could end if “Iran
agrees to give what has been
agreed to”.

The sources confirmed in-
formation initially reported by
the US media outlet Axios. The
proposed 14-point, one-page
memorandum would formally
end the war, followed by dis-
cussions to unblock shipping

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi with his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi in Beijing
on Wednesday. ap

through the Strait of Hormuz,
lift US sanctions on Iran and
agree on curbs onIran’s nuclear
programme.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

o CLASSIFIED AS ‘NEAR THREATENED’, PROTECTED SPECIES FOUND TO BE ALIVE AND BREEDING IN ARAVALLI SCRUBLANDS

Rusty-spotted, among tiniest wildcat species, 81ghted close to Delhi

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, May 6

THEY WERE sighted for no
more than 10-15 seconds — a
mother, followed a few steps
behind, by her tiny offspring.
But it was enough to establish

reported last week in the peer-
reviewed journal Zoo’s Print.
The female adult and her
dependent kitten were photo-
graphed in July 2025 in Kot vil-
lage of Faridabad district dur-
ing field surveys by researchers
affiliated with the Department

that an elusive of Zoology at Indira
species of the cat PAGE1 . Gandhi University in
family was aliveand | anchor Meerpur, Haryana.

breeding in the Ara- ? The finding, re-

valli scrublands at the doorstep
of Delhi.

Photographic evidence for
the presence of the rusty-
spotted cat (Prionailurus ru-
biginosus), one of the world’s
smallest species of wildcat, was

ported by Amit Kumar, Tejveer
Mavi, Yatin Verma, Ram Kumar
Rawat, and Sohail Madan, indi-
cates the presence of aresident
population of the speciesin the
Aravallilandscape in Faridabad
and Gurgaon.

The rusty-spotted cat is clas-
sified as ‘Near Threatened’ on
the IUCN Red List, and is pro-
tected under Schedule I of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act. The
International Union for Con-
servation of Nature (IUCN) isan
organisation of 160 member
countries and hundreds of civil
society groups that work to-
gether for the protection of
biodiversity, and to examine
the health of species and their
extinction risk.

The rusty-spotted cat
measures no more than 35-48
cm in length, about half of
which isbushy tail. It has short,
reddish grey fur, with rusty

The female cat, her kitten were photographed in July 2025 in Kot village of Faridabad district. yaTiN vErmA

spots on the back and sides.
The cat is native to India,
Nepal and Sri Lanka, where al-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

most 75% of its habitat is be-
lieved to be under threat from
land-use change, including

agriculture and urban expan-
sion. The animal is rarely docu-
mented due to its secretive na-

New Delhi

ture and low density.

“The rusty-spotted cat is
one of the world’s smallest cat
species. Itis found in virgin for-
est, where there is no disturb-
ance. But here we have re-
corded it very close to the city
in Aravallis. Thisis the first time
anybody has recorded the
breeding. Itis proofthat Araval-
lisisstillhome to very sensitive
wildlife,” Yatin Verma, one of
the researchers, told The In-
dian Express.

Until now, the species had
only been recorded sporadi-
cally in Delhi-NCR. “In Septem-
ber 2023, from Manger Bani...,
before that from Haryana, only

three-four instances were re-
corded in the past few years. It
was all through a camera trap
and there was no live sighting,.
But we were able to recently get
live sightings as well,” he said.
Vermasaid he had recorded
threelive sightings of the catso
far, including one made as re-
cently as this week. The first
live sighting was reported in
Bhondsi in Gurgaon in 2023,
followed by the mother-and-
Kkitten sighting in Kot village in
2025, and a third in Tikri just
days ago, he said.
The researchers said the
presence of the species across
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Union MoS for Science and Technology Jitendra Singh meets
Japan’s Minister for Science and Technology Policy Kimi Onodain
New Delhi on Wednesday. x/DRITENDRASINGH

‘A GRAVE ERROR’

Apex court reverses
bail for Haldwani
riot accused, orders
surrender in 2 weeks

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

THE SUPREME Court on Mon-
day set aside the Uttarakhand
High Court order granting de-
fault bail to two men charged
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Actand the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) in connection
with the widespread arson and
damage to public property, in-
cluding a police station, during
the 2024 Haldwani riots.

Abench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta, inits
May 4 order, asked the two ac-
cused, Javed Siddiqui and Ar-
shad Ayub, to surrender before
the trial court within two
weeks, failing which it said, the
trial court should take stringent
measures to take them into
custody.

The High Court granted de-
faultbailtothe duo onJanuary
8, 2025, after they contended
that the investigation was in-
complete and that the charge-
sheet was not filed within the
statutory 90-day period.

Hearing the appeal filed by
the state government challeng-
ingthis, the Supreme Courtsaid,
“In our opinion, the High Court
committed a grave error in facts
aswell asinlawinextendingthe
benefit of default bail to the re-
spondents.”

The Supreme Court noted
that the trial court, on the re-
quest of the investigating
agency, had, from time to time,
extended the time to complete
the probe and also rejected the
accused’s plea for bail. Ulti-
mately, the chargesheet against
the accused came to be filed on
July7,2024, before the extended
period expired on July 11, 2024.

The accused, meanwhile, ap-
proached the HC against the trial
court order extending the time
and rejecting their bail plea.

Granting them relief, the
High Court also criticised thein-
vestigation. Itsaid, “The manner
in which the investigation pro-
ceeded clearly reveals the care-
lessness on the part of the inves-

tigating officer... The height of
sluggish investigation is that in
the first month, only two public
witnesses and one official wit-
ness were examined.”

The Supreme Court, how-
ever, disagreed. “Having gone
through the record, we find that
the High Court has completely
gone wrong in casting aspetr-
sions on the conduct of the In-
vestigating Officer in failing to
complete the investigation
within a period of 90 days,” it
said. The bench pointed out,
“The FIR had been filed in rela-
tiontoanincident of widespread
arson, rioting and damage to
public property, including the
building of the police station,
wherein a large number of ac-
cused persons were arraigned
with the allegation of using pet-
rol bombs and other arsenal in
theincident...”

The Supreme Court added,
“Inouropinion, it was absolutely
unreasonable of the High Court
to have observed that the inves-
tigating agency had not pro-
ceeded with the investigation at
a reasonable pace or that it had
acted with lethargy...

“The observation that only
eight official witnesses and four
public witnesses had been
examined in three monthsisfac-
tually incorrect...because inthe
said period of 90 days, the state-
ments of 65 witnesses had been
recorded by the investigating
agency. Thus, without a doubt,
the investigation was proceed-
ingwith utmostexpediencyina
case which would have pres-
ented grave challenges...”

The Apex court further
added, “...the accused respon-
dents never challenged the
orders...by promptly approach-
ing the High Court and instead
waited till  September,
2024...long before the appeal
came to be filed, investigation
was completed and chargesheet
had been filed... By the time the
accused respondents ap-
proached the High Court, they
had lost the right to seek default
bail by their acquiescence.”

Parents protest as ‘embryos’
found in mid-day meal eggs
at Jharkhand govt school

Shubham Tigga
Ranchi, May 6

STUDENTS OF a government
school in Jharkhand’s Godda
district have alleged that eggs
served under the mid-day meal
scheme were rotten, with some
found fertilised and containing
partially developed embryos.

The incident was reported
from Utkramit Madhya Vidya-
laya, Mednichak, in Basant Rai
block, a school catering to stu-
dents from Classes1to 8.

When The Indian Express
accessed a video of the inci-
dent, it showed parents con-
fronting school authorities over
the quality of food being
served. In the video, the head-
master, identified as Ajay Jha,
is seen arguing with guardians
and allegedly telling them,
“You have not seen my power
yet,” while asking them to do
whatever they wished.

A guardian, Jumman Alam,
said theissue cametolight when
eggs were being distributed to
students. “When we cracked
open an egg, it turned out to be
rotten. It appeared to have em-
bryo-like content inside.”

Alam alleged that instead of

addressing the complaint, the
headmaster reacted aggres-
sively. “He snatched the egg
from our hand and threw it
down. When we tried to record
the incident, he threatened us,
saying he could get our work
stopped and that we should call
whoever we want,” he claimed.

Another parent, Moham-
mad Ageel Alam, said the prob-
lem was not a one-off incident.
“Earlier too, children were given
spoiled food, even biscuits in-
fested with worms. Recently,
eggsdistributed tostudentshad
developing embryos inside,” he
alleged. Parentsalso alleged that
complaints against the school
administration had been raised
earlier, but no action was taken.

When contacted, District
Education Officer Mithila Tudu
said: “I have not received any
complaintso far. Ifyousharethe
video, we will take immediate
action.” She indicated that
middle schools fallunder theju-
risdiction of the District Super-
intendent of Education (DSE)
and that he would be informed
immediately.

Repeated attempts to con-
tact headmaster Ajay Jha for
comment were unsuccessful.

FROM PAGE 1
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Suvendu aide shot dead as
post-poll violence rocks Bengal

reporters: “This was expected.
How low can they get? I have
said that once the government
goes, the Governor has to take
responsibility. The TMC...
stooped so low that they killed
Suvendu Adhikari’s PA. Earlier,
they have attacked our leaders
including Suvendu, Dilip
Ghosh and others. Thisisavery
unfortunate incident. Even his
mother is part of our party. Kill-
ing the Leader of Opposition’s
PA is amessage. Let the people
decide. We will take legal steps.”

The TMC, in a statement on
X, said, “We strongly condemn
the brutal murder of Chandra-
nath Rath in Madhyamgram
tonight, along with the killing
of three other TMC workers in
incidents of post-poll violence

allegedly carried out by BJP-
backed miscreants over the last
three days, despite the Model
Code of Conduct being in
force.”

“We demand the strongest
possible action in this matter,
including a court-monitored
CBI investigation so that those
responsible are identified and
brought to justice without
delay. Violence and political
killings have no place in a
democracy and the guilty must
be held accountable at the ear-
liest,” the TMC said.

Accordingto police sources,
aninvestigation hasbegun and
searches are being conducted.
Police arelooking at CCTV foot-
age of the area.

Once with the Indian Air

Force, Rath was one of the
closest aides of Adhikari. From
Chandipur of Purba Medini-
pur, he was the son of Chandi-
pur panchayat member Hasi
Rath.

Rath had been with Adhi-
kari since 2018. When Adhi-
kari joined the BJP, he made
Rath his personal assistant.
And after Adhikari became
the Leader of Opposition,
Rath became his executive as-
sistant.

Incidents of violence have
been reported from different
parts of the state after the elec-
tions. On Wednesday, DGP
Siddh Nath Guptasaid a total of
200 FIRs have been filed re-
garding post-poll incidents,
leading to the arrest of 433 in-

dividuals.

“Since May 4, after the an-
nouncement of results, there
have been incidents of viol-
ence, including threats, as-
saults, and intimidation. We
have registered more than 200
FIRs and arrested 433 people so
far. We have detained more
than 1,100 people under pre-
ventive measures,” he said, ad-
ding that there have been re-
ports of violence and assault
since Wednesday morning.

He said two deaths related
to post-poll violence - one at
Nanoor and another at New
Town - have been reported.
“We are investigating both
cases. We have been able to ar-
rest those involved in these two
murders,” he said.

TMC to move court, Mamatadigs in
heels; Assembly stands dissolved

Other than Agarwal, Ravi
also met Chief Secretary Dus-
hyant Nariala. Agarwal later told
reporters: “The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) has pub-
lished the gazette notification of
the winning candidates. Now,
the Governor will take all deci-
sions as per provisions of the
Constitution.”

Citing Article 172 of the Con-
stitution, a senior official of Lok
Bhavan said the West Bengal As-
sembly will automatically stand
dissolved with effect from mid-
night May 6 after the expiry of its
five-year term. The outgoing
Council of Ministers can con-
tinueto operateinacaretaker ca-
pacity until the new government
isswornin.

“If the Governor wants, he
canreplace the existing govern-
ment with a caretaker govern-

ment but the new ministers too
will have to take oath. He can
also impose President’s rule for
afewdays. Afterthe Assemblyis
dissolved, the Governor will call
thelargest party toform the new
government. The largest party
has to elect its legislature party
leader,” the official said.

BJPsourcessaid party MLAS
will choose their leader once
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, appointed a central ob-
server for the legislature party
proceedings, reaches Kolkata.
The swearing-in ceremonyison
Saturday and avenueisbeing fi-
nalised.

Meanwhile, Mamata Baner-
jee and her nephew Abhishek
Banerjee, whoisaLokSabha MP
and the TMC general secretary,
held a meeting with all the
newly-elected MLAs of the party

New sports policy

Crucially, the memo under-
lines that “Indian teams and in-
dividual players will take partin
international events that also
have teams or players from Pak-
istan. Similarly, Pakistani players
and teams will be able to partici-
pate in such multilateral events
hosted by India” — paving the
way for them to compete in in-
ternational cricket and multi-
discipline eventsin the country.

According to the Govern-
ment, “India’s approach to
sportseventsinvolving Pakistan
reflectsits overall policy in deal-
ing with that country.” Yet, by
formally notifying a dual ap-
proach — no bilateral engage-
ment, but full compliance in
multilateral sport — the policy
attempts tobalance geopolitical
realities with the demands of
global competition, where par-
ticipation norms leave little

room for exclusion.

The memo stated: “With re-
gard tointernational and multi-
lateral events, in India or abroad,
we are guided by the practices of
international sports bodies and
the interest of our own sport-
spersons. It is also relevant to
takeintoaccount India’semerg-
ence as a credible venue to host
international sports events.”

The notification comes ata
critical juncture when India is
positioning itself as a global
sporting destination.

The country will host the
2030 Commonwealth Games,
and has made an aggressive
pitch forthe 2036 Olympics and
2038 Asian Games. India will
also host the cricket Champions
Trophy in 2029 and the 50-over
World Cup in 2031.

At the same time, in the
coming months, Indian and

Underground infra

These underground com-
mand centres will be equipped
with C412SR (Command, Con-
trol, Communications, Com-
puters, Intelligence, Informa-
tion, Surveillance and
Reconnaissance), which can be
shared among all services on a
secure network.

A C4I2SR is an integrated
system that enables military
commanders to achieve situ-
ational awareness and coordina-
tion, thus aiding decision-mak-
ing superiority in operations
across domains. An under-
ground command and control
center will enable military com-
manders to lead operations se-
curely during active conflict.

Other underground infra-
structure to be constructed will
include limited medical facil-
ities, livingbunkers designed for
long-term habitation during
wars and other disasters, am-
munition and FOL (Fuel, Oil, Lu-
bricants) and rations storage fa-
cilities in forward locations
along the borders, as well as in
depth areas.

Officials said that construc-
tion of 3D-printed bunkers,
which are quick to make, resil-
ient and can easily be relocated,
will also form part of the
country’s underground infra-
structure.

Itis alsolearnt that the focus
is also on the creation of addi-
tional underground infrastruc-
ture along the western borders,
soastomakedaily routine oper-
ations resilient to wars or dis-
asters, akey element of which is

the hardened bunker.

Aside from the construction
of underground military infra-
structure, the creation of dual-
use infrastructure such as air-
fields, highways and roads
connectingstrategic areas closer
tobordershasalsoemergedasa
key priority.

For instance, the IAF last
month conducted an emerg-
ency landing field activation
drill on the Purvanchal Express-
way in Sultanpur in UP. Fighters,
including the Su-30MKI, Jaguar,
Mirage 2000, and C295 transport
aircraft, participated in the drill.
Several airfields across the
country, including those closer
to the borders, have been
opened for civil use.

Drawing from the lessons of
Operation Sindoor, during
which Pakistan sent swarms of
low-cost drones to India, and
also from the Israel-US and Iran
war, inwhich Iranianslaunched
drones and missiles towards Is-
rael and US bases in the Gulf
countries, strengthening air de-
fencehasbeenakeyfocusofthe
armed forces.

While there are moves to es-
tablish a comprehensive air de-
fence shield under the Sudar-
shan Chakra mission — a panel
under the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) recently submitted a
pre-feasibility report on the pro-
ject — work has also begun on
enhancing the existing Akash-
teer cover of the Army.

An indigenous, automated
Air Defence Control and Repor-

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

at her residence in Kalighat this
evening.

Ofthe 80 MLAS, ninedid not
turnup. The meetinglasted over
an hour. According to sources,
the MLAsweretold toremainin
their respective constituencies
and guard against post-poll viol-
ence.

“Wewill goto court (over the
elections). Post-poll violence is
continuing,” Abhishek Banetrjee
said after the meeting. Accord-
ingtosources, Mamata Banetrjee
told the MLAs that the party
would approach the Supreme
Court with its complaints about
tampering of EVMs and “vote
lootbythe BJPand EC”.

She also told the MLAS to
identify who among the party
leaders “sabotaged” the polls.

“She reiterated that she will
not resign as Chief Minister,

Pakistani athletes are likely to
face each other multiple times,
atthe Commonwealth Gamesin
July-August and the Asian
Games in September-October.
Indiaand Pakistan are alsosetto
face each other in hockey tour-
naments at least three times in
the next few months — the FIH
Pro League in London on June
23and 26,and again atthe World
Cupin Amsterdam on August 19.
In the new policy, the Gov-
ernment has moved to address
a recurring friction point: visas.
The memorandum said the visa
process for “sportspersons, team
officials, technical personnel,
and office-bearers of Interna-
tional Sports Governing Bodies
shall be simplified”. It said all in-
ternational federation officials
will be granted “multi-entry
visa... on a priority basis for the
duration of their official tenure,
subject to amaximum period of
five years" to ensure "smooth
movement...inaccordance with
international norms”.

ting System of the Army, Akash-
teer can be easily integrated with
the JACCS (IAF) and TRIGUN
(Navy), creatingaclear and real-
time picture of the battlefield.

There has also been large-
scale procurement of counter-
UAS systems — many of these
will be integrated with legacy
weapon systems of the armed
forces—which are cheapertoop-
erate, yet accurate and will help
optimise the use of ammunition.

Air Marshal Narmdeshwar
Tiwari (retd), whowas Vice Chief
of Air Staff during Operation Sin-
door, told The Indian Express
thatIndiamanaged todefend all
itsbases from Pakistan’s attacks
during Operation Sindoor dueto
its robust, layered air defence
shield already in place, but that
will continue to evolve.

Underliningthat detectionis
akey component of air defence,
he said the idea is to get the in-
formation as quickly as possible.
“Getting more advanced and
specialised sensors and radars
that pick up information about
incoming threats, covering
everything from ballistic mis-
siles to small drones, will be the
way forward towards
strengthening air defence,” he
said. He said it may not be feas-
ibletodefend every piece ofland
against all weapon systems, SO
the deployment of air defence
assets should focus on prioritis-
ing what is most important to
protect.

Aside from plans to procure
sophisticated sensors and ra-
dars, the Indian military has,
since last year, prioritised pro-
curement of counter-UAS sys-
tems.

Indiahasalsobeen planning

even if President’s rule is im-
posed in Bengal. She said the
EVMs were manipulated and
she herself was beaten up at a
counting centre,” said an MLA
present at the meeting.

Banerjee said she would take
thefight against the BJPto Delhi,
that the INDIA bloc waswith her
and she would agitate along with
other Opposition leaders. SP
leader Akhilesh Yadav is sched-
uled to meet her Thursday.

“She also asked the party’s
legal team to be prepared since
she expectsanumber of casesto
befiled against party leadersand
workers in the coming days,”
another MLA said.

Abhishek Banerjee asked the
MLASs to lodge complaints of
post-poll violence online if the
police refuse to accept com-
plaints.

ES-,Iran

“Wewill close this very soon.
We are getting close,” said the
source from Pakistan, which
hosted the war’s only peace
talks so far and has continued
in thatrole of mediator. Reports
of the possible agreement
caused global oil prices to
plunge, with benchmark Brent
crude futures falling around
11% to around $98 a barrel.

In hismorning post, Trump
said: “Assuming Iran agrees to
give what has been agreed to,
which is, perhaps, a big as-
sumption, the already legend-
ary Epic Fury will be at an end,
and the highly effective block-
ade will allow the Hormuz
Strait to be open to all, includ-
ing Iran.” “If they don’t agree,
the bombing starts, and it will
be, sadly, atamuch higherlevel
and intensity than it was be-
fore,” he said. — REUTERS

to procure more S-400 surface-
to-air missile systems. The
DRDO hasbeen developing Pro-
ject Kusha, an indigenous long-
range surface-to-air missile sys-
tem to protect strategic military
and civilian assets and infra-
structure from a range of aerial
threats.

Onthe military’s focus on of-
fensive air defence, Air Marshal
Tiwari said the idea of a robust
air defence infrastructure is not
onlytodeny the enemy from hit-
tingany Indian target, butalsoto
deny him from using the air-
space of his own country for
launching any attack.

The S-400s, the Kusha and
even the MRSAMs (medium-
range surface-to-air missiles)
can act as offensive air defence
systems based on how they are
deployed, he said.

Last year, IAF chief Air Chief
Marshal A PSingh disclosed that
among the targets destroyed on
May 7 was a large Pakistani air-
borne platform, possibly an
ELINT (Electronic Intelligence)
or AEW&C (Airborne Early
Warning and Control) aircraft,
taken down from a distance of
about300km. Hedescribed itas
the “largest-ever recorded sur-
face-to-air kill that we can talk
about”.

Such a long-range Kill in-
volves a long-range interceptor
missile, a surface-to-air missile
designed todestroy airborne tar-
getsatdistances well beyond vis-
ual range, steady precision track-
ingand the ability tomaintaina
firing solution until impact.

The IAF acquired this capa-
bility recently, with the induc-
tion of the Russian-made S-400
Triumf system.

New Delhi

Vijay short of majority

proof of majority support.

It also revealed how deeply
the state's political establish-
ment was against a Congress-
backed Vijay government —the
Congress had earlier broken its
longstanding alliance with the
DMK toextend the support of its
five MLAstothe TVK.

TVKwon108seatsinthe As-
sembly poll results declared
Monday, but its tally is effec-
tively 107 since Vijay will have to
vacate one of the two consti-
tuencies he contested and won.
In the resulting 233-member
House, the majority markis 117.
The DMK won 59 seats and the
ATADMK 47, givingthemacom-
bined tally of 106.

Until late Wednesday, TVK
leaders believed Vijay could be
sworn in first and given time to
prove his majority on the Assem-
bly floor. The Governor's stand,
however, created a numbers
vacuum that prompted the old
Dravidian establishment to re-
organise itself. “The first move
came from AIADMK, and DMK
did not reject it instantly,”
sources said.

Atthe centre of newtensions
lies the Congress decision. The
party, while formally backing
TVK, also signalled a broader
political understanding cover-
ing future local body elections,
Rajya Sabha polls and the next
Lok Sabha election. That sup-
portinitially appeared to rescue
Vijay's prospects but, within
hours, seemed to be isolating
him from other possible allies.

Senior leaders in Anbumani
Ramadoss-led PMK (4 MLAS),
Thol Thirumavalavan-led VCK
(2 MLAs) and TV Dhinakaran's
AMMK (1 MLA), who until Wed-
nesday morning had main-
tained informal lines of com-
munication  with  TVK
intermediaries, began distanc-
ing themselves from the possi-
bility of supporting a Vijay-led
government.

Sources in several NDA
allies, too, told The Indian Ex-
press that the Congress-TVK
understanding had fundamen-
tally changed the situation. Two
NDA insiders indicated that
“Delhi” had conveyed that al-
liance partners should not facili-
tate a TVK government backed
by Congress. Senior DMK
leaders, meanwhile, privately
expressed anger at how the Con-
gresshad handled thesituation.
A senior leader said Rahul Gan-
dhi had spoken to M K Stalin
over phone and reassured him:
“Iam with you, brother.” By the
following day, he said, Congress
had formally moved toward

supporting TVK.

“Rahul could have done this
more gracefully. The Congress's
MLAs and MPs in Tamil Nadu
were elected largely because
DMK voters supported the al-
liance. Otherwise, they couldn't
winasingle seat,” theleader said.

A former DMK minister de-
scribed the evolvingsituation as
“politically uncomfortable” but
“notunethical”. “Itwould beun-
ethical if we poach MLAs. Let
Vijay prove his mandate. If he
fails, then the next develop-
ments canevolve politically,” the
leader said.

With the phrase — “if he
fails” — hanging over nearly
every conversationin Chennai's
political circles, a new political
choreography began to play out
Wednesday night.

According to AIADMK
sources, around 50 party MLAs
were being moved to The Shore
Trishvam resort in Puducherry
as part of internal consultations
and contingency planning. By
around 10.30 pm, roughly 15
legislators had already reached
the resort, while several others
were still travelling.

Under the scenariobeing dis-
cussed informally across camps,
Vijay would first be asked to
prove hismajority. Ifhe fails, the
AIADMK could stake claim to
form the government with Ed-
appadi K Palaniswami as Chief
Minister, and the DMK extend-
ing outside support while
smaller parties receive space
within a coalition arrangement.
Parties ranging from PMK and
AMMIK in the NDA alliance to
CPM (2 MLAs), CPI (2 MLAS),
VCK, DMDK (1MLA) and TUML
(2 MLAs) are expected to be part
of this arrangement.

Leadersinboth campsinsist
nofinal decision hasbeentaken
and that discussions remain
fluid. But multiple meetings
over the pasttwodays, including
AIADMK legislators' meetings
on Tuesday and Wednesday,
and a DMK legislators' meeting
expected Thursday, are increas-
ingly being viewed through that
prism. The public justification
being informally circulated by
sections in both Dravidian
camps: they are not opposing Vi-
jay's mandate, they are merely
insisting that he demonstrate it
constitutionally.

Earlier Wednesday, during
his meeting with Vijay at Raj
Bhavan, the Governor is learnt
tohavereiterated thatany claim
toform the government mustbe
accompanied by a list demon-
strating support from atleast 117
MLAs.

Father of dead twins

Poonch between that day and
the next. According to govern-
ment data, 65 people were in-
jured in the shelling and 598
houses damaged.

On April 20-24 this year,
many of the families here re-
lived those scary moments and
the loss of their loved ones
when the administration car-
ried out a mock drill. Many left
immediately for safe ground.

Rameez, 47, recalls that he
was trying to do the same with
his children when the shell hit.

Originally from Chaktroo,
some 9 km from the district
headquarters of Poonch, the
familywaslivingin arented ac-
commodation in the main
town. Zoya and Zain were en-
rolled in Class S at Christ School
in Poonch, and the move was
meant to bring them closer to
their school. On May 7, after the
cross-border shelling started
and the Poonch town was
among those hit, Rameez de-
cided to move the family to a
relative’shomein therelatively
safer Surankote. They had
come out, with Urusa holding
Zoya’s hand and Zain right be-
hind, when a shell struck right
outside their home, killing first

Zoyaand then Zain on the spot.

“They were born within 5
minutes of each other, Zoyaand
then Zain. They went the same
way. Now, I often wonder why
we moved there. Perhapsit was
God’s will,” says Rameez, who
still carries a piece of splinter in
his liver which doctors believe
will be fatal if removed.

At Syndicate Chowk some 2
km away, in Poonch town's
main bazar, Jasmeet Kour sits
at a confectionery shop once
run by her husband Amreek
Singh, who waskilled on May 7.
Jasmeet was employed as a
ClassIV officerin the state Agri-
culture Department as com-
pensation, and the family was
given an ex-gratia of Rs 14 lakh.

However, like with the
Khans, life for Jasmeet, and her
two daughters and a son, is
“frozen”. The eldest daughteris
doing Auxiliary Nurse Midwife
(ANM) training, while the two
other children are stillin school.

Says Jasmeet: “When the
shelling started, we went down
into the basement behind the
shop. Amreek came up for a
moment, which was when an
artillery shell fell on the road
outside and tore through him.”

R_usty—spotted cat

20-30 locations in the Aravallis
suggests a potentially stable
population. They are now
undertakingalarger studytoas-
sessthe feedingbehaviour of the
animals, population estimates,
and their interaction with hu-
mans.

The study area in the north-
ern Aravalli range, is a scrub-
agriculture-settlement mosaic
that continues to support biodi-
versity despite pressuressuch as
quarrying, grazing, and urban-
isation, the paper says. Vegeta-
tionincludesdrydeciduousand
thorn scrub species such as Va-
chellia, Prosopis, and Ziziphus,
which provide both cover and

prey base for small carnivores.

Interestingly, the observa-
tions challenge the belief that
the species avoids human pres-
ence. “The cat is generally be-
lieved to be shy, but here we
found it was aware of human
presence. Two times in live
sighting, it stayed for three to
four hours with us since it was
hunting... When it was with the
Kkitten, the sighting was only for
10to15seconds,” Verma said.

The feline was found to be
mostactiveatduskand dawn —
afteraround 7.30 pm and around
4 am in the summer — whichis
consistent with the behaviour of
many small wildcats.
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SIGNS OF ABNORMALITIES DETECTED IN FOETUS

HC raps RML doc pancl after it asks
woman to continue 27-wk pregnancy

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, May 6

THE DELHI High Court Wed-
nesday deprecated DrRam Ma-
nohar Lohia (RML) Hospital in
New Delhi after doctors on its
medical board, whichlooksinto
cases of medical termination of
pregnancy, failed to give a clear
opinion on whether it was “feas-
ible” toterminate awoman’s 27-
week pregnancy, given that ab-
normalities have been detected
in the foetus.

Justice Purushaindra Kau-
rav went on to direct AIIMS
New Delhi to examine the 29-
year-old woman and to clearly
opine on the feasibility of termi-
nation of her pregnancy and its
consequences.

The married woman had ap-
proached the HC on May 1, seek-
ing medical termination of her
second pregnancy, submitting
that continuing the pregnancy
carries arisk of sudden death of
the foetus in the womb, as the
foetus has been detected with

abnormalities, endangering her
physical and mental health.
On May 4, when the plea
came up for hearing before Jus-
tice Purushaindra Kaurav,
Centre told the court that a
medical board had been formed
to look into the matter. The
court then directed Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Institute of Medical
Sciences and RML Hospital to
examine the woman “to clearly
opine regarding feasibility of
termination of pregnancy and
the necessary consequences”.
The board’s report, sub-
mitted to the court on Wednes-
day, however, failed to give a
clear opinion on the feasibility
and consequences of the termi-
nation. It concluded: “The pa-
tient has thus been advised to
continue expectant manage-
ment according to standard
guidelines. Patient is advised to
continue the pregnancy.”
Justice Kaurav, pulling up
the board, recorded, “There
seems to be complete disregard
to statutory mandate under the

e WHAT THELAW SAYS

MEDICAL TERMINATION of
Pregnancy (MTP) Act allows ter-
mination of pregnancy up to 24
weeks subject to opinion of 2 reg-
istered medical practitioners that
continuance of the pregnancy
would involve a life risk for the
mother or cause grave injury to
her physical or mental health.

THE ACT provides that the length
of pregnancy won’t apply in cases
of substantial foetal abnormalities
diagnosed by a Medical Board.

MTP Act and guidelines there-
under by the team of doctors...
The court order required the
medical board to opine regard-
ing feasibility of termination of
pregnancy and the necessary
consequences. It was specifi-
cally directed that the board
bear in mind all aspects as has
been noted in the petition. The
petitioner has categorically

Now, automated e-challan system
across IGI Airport road network

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

TOSTRENGTHEN traffic disci-
pline and improve road safety
around the Indira Gandhi Inter-
national (IGI) Airport, the Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL-GMR), in collaboration
with the Delhi Traffic Police, has
rolled out an automated e-chal-
lan enforcement system across
the airport’s road network.
Officials said 14 high-defini-
tion Automatic Number Plate
Recognition (ANPR) cameras
have been installed at key

stretches, with another 35setto
beintegrated soon. The system
will automatically detect traffic
violations such as speeding, il-
legal parking, wrong-side
driving, triple riding, riding
without a helmet, stop-line vi-
olations and red-light jumping.
Officialssaid once aviolation
is recorded, the data is routed
through NIC systems and ver-
ified by traffic police personnel
before e-challans are issued.
The cameras have been de-
ployed at high-traffic points
like Central Spine Road, Cargo
Terminal area, Rangpuri, Cen-

Subway to link Delhi
Airportterminals2& 3

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

FOR EASIER, faster, and more
comfortable transfer between
Terminal 2 and Terminal 3, a
new pedestrian subway is being
built at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport.
The subway is expected to be
opened by the end of 2026.

Currently, passengers have
to get out of the Delhi Metro sta-
tion near T3 and either walk
halfakilometre to T2, wait fora
shuttle bus provided by the air-
port, or depend on other modes
of transport.

With the subway, there will
be direct connectivity between
the two terminals that will help
passengers save time. It is ex-
pected to be around 70-80
metres long, considerably
shorter than the current 750
metrescommuters have towalk.

The groundwork for the pro-
ject was laid three years earlier
in May 2023 when the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC)
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the
Delhi International Airport Li-
mited (DIAL) for the construc-
tion, operation and mainten-
ance of the subway. Following
this, DMRC floated a tender.

Officials had told The In-
dian Express previously that
the cost of construction, includ-
ing utility shifting work, if any,
will be borne by DIAL. The
Delhi Metro will bear system

SH!I]EI‘F Gandhi Postgraduate Institute of Medical Sciences

The pedestrian subway is likely
to open for commuters by the
end of this year. FiLE

operation and maintenance
costs of the subway, including
electrical and mechanical as-
pects, lift and escalator, Auto-
matic Fare Collection (AFC)
systems, CCTV surveillance,
security and PA systems.

The subway will be con-
structed using the ‘box-push-
ing’ method, said officials. “In
this method, vertical excava-
tion or large-scale digging is not
required. It is much faster than
the conventional ‘cut and
cover’ technology used gen-
erally for subway construc-
tion,” said officials.

“The new pedestrian subway
will enable direct access to T2
from the Metro station, ensuring
seamless connectivity and
greater convenience for passen-
gers,” a DIAL spokesperson said.

The average daily footfall at
T2 is 38,000-42,000 while it is
1.19-1.24 lakh at T3, as per air-
port officials.
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In Advt. No. I/54/Rectt./2025-26 dated 07.03.2026 for the post
of Medical Physicist (Radiotherapy & Radiodiagnosis),
following shall be added as point {iv) under both gualification
options under "Qualification & other eligibility criteria”.

(iv) An approval from AERB to function as Radiological

the

All other terms remain unchanged.
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Date: 08.05.2026

Recruitment Notification Inviting Applications for Filling up of the Various
Posts at India International Arbitration Centre ("IIAC”) on Deputation Basis

WAC, a statutory body established by an act of Pafiament, New Defhi invites
appications from Indian nationals for filling up foflowing posts on deputation basis;

Sr. MName of the Post Number | Level of Pay |
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K Assistant Regisirar o1 Le'.'el-*::l |
2. |Assistant Regisirar [Accounts} a1 Level-4
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4. [Executive Assistant/Assistant Section Officer | 04 Laval-r
(Accounts)

checked on www.indialac.org

D&Lﬂllﬁ of gualification, experence and other terms and conditions may EIE

Chief Executive Officer, IIAC

taur Hotel junction, Aerocity,
NSG junction and Terminal 1
exitroad.

“This initiative is a signifi-
cant step towards technology-
driven enforcement in Delhi.
With ANPR-based monitoring,
we aim toimprove compliance,
ensure uniform enforcement,
and enhance road safety across
the IGI Airport road network,”
said Shobhit Saxena, DCP Traf-
fic, New Delhi.

“The system also ensures
greater transparency and effi-
ciency in issuing e-challans,”
he added.

stated that the termination of
the pregnancy is necessitated as
there exists several fetal abnor-
malities..”

Theboard comprised Dr Pre-
eti Sainia and Dr Jaya Chawla
from RML’s Department of Ob-
stetrics, Dr Sarita Jilowa from
Department of Radiodiagnosis
and Imaging, Dr Bhawna from
the Department of Neonatology
and Dr Mina Chandra from the
Department of Psychiatry.

Noting the risk of death of
the foetus, as was submitted by
the petitioner, Justice Kaurav
noted, “There is no consider-
ation bestowed by the medical
board to these aspects. The
court thus deprecates the act of
the doctors who examined the
petitioner in ABVIMS and RML
Hospital... In the future it is
warned that the court directions
must be complied with in letter
and spirit.”

Justice Kaurav orally re-
marked that the Supreme Court
has “very clearly said that repro-
ductive autonomy has tobe put

on a higher pedestal”.

Addressing the Centre's
counsel, Justice Kaurav said
orally, “Either they (the medical
board) have to say yes (to termi-
nation) or they disagree (with
private doctors’ opinion sug-
gesting termination)... We have
tosay somethingregarding your
doctors’ conductand we haveto
refer the matter to Delhi Medical
Council because they have ab-
dicated from their statutory re-
sponsibilities.”

Initially being treated at a
private hospital, mid-March,
around the 21st week of preg-
nancy, a scan had documented
severely restricted foetal
growth. By early April, the ab-
normality was further con-
firmed, and by April-end, the
woman made an emergency
visitto RML Hospital, where she
was told that the placenta had
severely restricted blood flow to
the foetus. A private foetal medi-
cine specialist then confirmed
that the survival of the foetus
was gravely uncertain.

| MAN KILLED IN UTTAM NAGAR ON HOLI

SEVERAL DEADLINES HAVE BEEN MISSED
Bhairon Marg Underpass 5
likely to open in Feb next year

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

AFTER SEVERAL missed
deadlines and delays, the last
leg of the Pragati Maidan Inte-
grated Transit Corridor — Bhai-
ron Marg Underpass S— which
passes beneath an active rail-
way line is likely to be com-
pleted by February next year.

Public Works Department
(PWD) minister Parvesh Sahib
Singh said that the work on the
stretch has been resumed and
isgoingin full swing. “Work has
gathered pace... We have also
got an in-principle NOC from
theIndian Railways. Trains are
likely to be diverted for a few
days so that the work is com-
pleted on time,” he said.

The 110-metre-long Under-
pass Swas supposed to be com-
pleted and inaugurated along
with the Pragati Maidan tunnel
and other underpasses on this
stretch as part of the Pragati
Maidan Integrated Transit Cor-
ridor redevelopment project.
However, owing to an active
railway line over the stretch

¢ Deadlines &delays

Currently, traffic is being mana-
ged with temporary diversions
and barricading. AMIT MEHRA

FEBRUARY 2027 is the
new deadline

FINAL HURDLE was cleared
afteran NOC was received from
Indian Railways

WORK ON project pending
since 2023

and fluctuations in the Yamuna
water level, it was delayed.

In 2023, the work was halted
after precast concrete boxes,
pushed beneath the active rail-
way line using a ‘box-pushing’
method, sank due to flooding
caused by the Yamuna. Follow-

ing this, the PWD proposed a
‘cut and cover’ method, which
involves cutting the railway
track and pulling the stuck con-
crete and leveling it up. This
process required a period of 40
to 60 days during which the
railway line had to remain shut.
The Indian Railways refused to
grant permission for the same.

Later, the PWD decided to
switch to the ‘cast in-situ’ tech-
nology.

Once completed, the stretch
will bring relief to commuters
travelling between Bhairon
Marg, Central Delhi and ISBT
Kashmere Gate, RingRoad and
Sarai Kale Khan; ease conges-
tion around Pragati Maidan
and ITO corridor; improve
East-Central connectivity; and
ensure smoother traffic flow
during major national and in-
ternational events hosted at the
ITPO complex.

Currently, traffic is being
managed with temporary di-
versions and barricading, lead-
ing to severe congestion near
Ring Road, Bhairon Marg and
Sarai Kale Khan, said officials.

‘Of20namedin chargesheet 10 assaulted youth, rest provoked’

Alok Singh
New Delhi, May 6

OUT OF the 20 people allegedly
involved in the murder of 26-
year-old Tarun Butolia in
Uttam Nagar on Holi this
March, “at least ten directly as-
saulted him with rods, sticks
and cement blocks, while the
others provoked them during
the fight”, according to the
Delhi Police probe, The Indian
Express haslearnt.

According to the police, the
murder was not premeditated
butaresult of asudden outburst
of anger triggered after an 11-
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year-old relative of Tarun threw
awater balloon from the second
floor of her house that hit a
woman. An argument broke out
between the two families. Dur-
ingtheexchange, thewoman al-
legedly used derogatory and
casteist remarks against Tarun’s
family and the argument turned
into a scuffle. More relatives of
the accused joined in and at-
tacked Tarun’s family, the probe
suggested, police said.

On Sunday, the Delhi Police
filed a 550-page chargesheet
before a city court in connec-
tion with the murder on March
4, naming 20 accused, includ-

OF MEDICAL SCIENCES
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Near the site of the incident. riLe

ing two minors. Police said two
of them are still absconding.
The police have built the
case heavily relying upon disclo-
sure statements of eyewit-

nesses, who were named as key
prosecution witnesses, sources
said. To corroborate this, the po-
lice have placed evidence re-
lated to the post-mortem exam-
ination report, Call Detail
Records and Internet Protocol
Detail Records, sources con-
firmed. Forensic reports, which
are still awaited, may be part of
the supplementary chargesheet
in the case, they said.

During the scuffle, the ac-
cused allegedly tried to enter
Tarun’s house, police said.
Around 30 minutes later, when
Tarun wasreturning home, the
accused surrounded him, and

at least 10 of them attacked
him, leaving him critically in-
jured, police said.

While the accused fled the
spot after the attack, Tarun was
taken to a hospital where he
succumbed to his injuries the
next day, police said.

Police later arrested 16
people and apprehended two
juveniles. Of the 20 accused
named in the chargesheet, 17
are related to each other, while
three are family friends, police
also said. They added that the
matter is still under investiga-
tion and effortsto arrest the rest
of the accused are on.

SANJAY GANDHI POST GRADUATE INSTITUTE
OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

Recruitment Notice

Offine applications are invitad by the Director, SGPGIMS, Lucknow, from eligible Officers to fill the
following Group A post on Deputation at SGPGIMS, Lucknow.

Raebarell Road, Lucknow-226014

H:";;;'L ;?:t "l',"; :t'r Mode of Recruitment & other eligibility Criteria Remarks
Joint Director o1 | Essential Qualification The period of
(Administration)| Graduate (with 55% marks or above) with MBA or PG| deputation
Tth CPC Diploma in personnei management of 02 years durafion | ordinarily shall no
Level-13 or equivalent. exceed 03 years
(123100 Experience
215900) 1.Officers under the Central (State /PCS /U.Ts:| UpperAge Limil-
Government / PSUs / Universities /Statutory &| 55 Years for all
Autonomous Bodles or Research and Development| calegones
Organizations.
2. Holding analogous posts (Level- 13 post) on regular
basis OR officers working at Level-12 for al least 5 years
on regular basis.
4. NOC from the Cadre controlling authority of the
Institution should ba submitted

www.sgpgims.org.in.
ADVT.No.:V06/Rectt/2026-27

1. Tha detailed advertisamant

& Application format can be

gean at Institute’'s wabsile

Director

ADMISSION NOTICE

Common Entrance Test-2026

Pl Y :
Fodlg o™ e p—— ot
“‘Ei'-'ﬂ e 3 s FOR ADMISSION AT
| - YW HATST — WA TR Sriimd,
. '. W -{1 i Mt INSTITUTE COURSES
_____ k4 QT@T[ w'r :HTEI ﬁ e (INI) T Wrg T Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya National Institute for Persons with
H{a-.-m- o Physical Disabilities (Divyangjan) (PDUNIPPD) o BPT
. . 4, Vishnu Digamber Marg, New Delhi-110002 o BOT
. :.hE‘:IT::' 'E#Eﬁ#*i: Website: https://pdunippd.nic.in, ) BPO
¢ BT HETTERIT a9 E-mail: cetpdunippd2026 @ gmail.com
Wlﬁiﬂﬁl‘ﬂl ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂﬂ m Swami Vivekanand National Institute of Rehabilitation [ ) BPT
v &-:‘IT ﬂ Training and Research (DIVYANGJAN), Cuttack (SVNIRTAR) |e BOT
a‘,h-q ?ﬁ'ﬂ = L0 1] Olatapur, PO- Bairoi, Cuttack, Odisha - 754010 o BPO
+ ﬁ ﬁ aﬁﬁﬁ Eﬁl’ Website: https://svnirtar.nic.in, E-mail: nirtar@nic.in ) BASLP
k...¢- a:lTﬂﬁ'ﬁﬂ-T 'qaﬁlﬁl LA fgﬁ'ﬁ:l"l 41 affﬂﬁl' ﬁ:lfﬂl' Hﬁ?&i’ﬂl 4 National Institute for Locomotor Disabilities L BPT
(DIVYANGJAN), Kolkata (NILD) b BOT
T W WL - T A, T043609842,7043693918 || v s = t BT Road, Bonhooghly, Kolkata - 700090 L BPO
31 % e fafeen, TFAE T8, ST T Sifn i 31 Hﬂf 2026 website: https:/nild.nic.in, E-mail: mail@nioh.in
= - " s p ; National Institute for Empowerment of Persons with Multiple
iR ST #b' i%ﬂ! ﬁﬂHIEE L E‘”Q www.itra.ac.in mwv.ltrapharmacy.m Disabilities (DIVYANGJAN), Chennai (NIEPMD) : ECP)TI'
East Coast Road, Muttukadu, Kovalam Post Chennai-603112, 5 BASLP
Website: www.niepmd.nic.in, E-mail: niepmd @ gov.in
Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of Speech & Hearing
. Disabilities (Divyangjan), Mumbai (AYJNISHD(D) ® BASLP
VQER T K.C. Marg, Bandra (W) Reclamation Mumbai - 400 050
i Website: https://ayjnishd.nic.in, E-mail: ayjnihh-mum@nic.in
U ) Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of Speech & Hearing
T . . . . . . e Disabilities (Divyangjan), Regional Center, Kolkata
Walk-In Ir;t;rvgew for Specialists Medical Officers & General Duty Medical Officers in SSB on L;Fé! ) NIEPID Campus, Manovikas Nagar, Bowenpally, Secunderadad |®@ BASLP
contrac.tu.a asis. g ih Telanfana-500009.
1. Specialist Medical Officers . Email: adsrc-nihh @ayjnihh.nic.in
SI. Posts Vacancy Monthly Remuneration Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of Speech & Hearing
Disabilities (Divyangjan), Regional Center, Secundrabad
1 Medicine 03 . NIEPID Campus, Manovikas Nagar, Bowenpally, Secunderadad (@ BASLP
- 85.000/- NILD Campus, B.T. Road, Bonhooghly, Kolkata - 700090
| 2 General Surgery 03 ’ Website: aderc-nihh @nic.in
3 Obs & Gyne 02 Composite Regional Centre for Skill Development, Rehabilitation &
4 Ophthalmologist 03 Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, (DIVYANGJAN), Guwahati
. . (CRCSRE) Guwahati Medical College Hospital Campus Post Office ® BASLP
S Radiologist 02 Indrapur, GMC Hospital Rd, Bhangagarh, Guwahati, Assam-781032
6 Pathologist 01 Website: https://crcguwahati.nic.in, E-mail: creguwahati @gmail.com,
5 Anesthesia 01 gﬁmlglosite Iz{g%i%nhal Cen:]rel, ;’al\tlna GIMS
eikhpura, aramshala), Near
Total 15 Nursing College, Patna-800014 ® BPO
' . - Website: https://crcpatna.nic.in, E-mail-crcpatna @ rediffmail.com
2. General Duty Medical Officers . —— . . . .
ST Posts Vacanc Monthiv Remunerafion Eligibility: 10+2 Science with English as Compulsory Subject
. - y y Starting date of online Application: 11.05.2026 (Monday)
1. GDMO's 20 X 75000/- Closing date of online receipt of Application: 05.06.2026 (Friday)
For eligibility, terms & conditions and venue / date of Walk-in-Interview, interested candidates may Date of Enfrance TeSt: Aoplv Onli h - /admissi - — 28.06.2026 (Sunday)
download the detailed advertisement for above posts from SSB recruitment website 0 Apply Online go to https:/admission.svnirtar.nic.in
www.recruitment.ssb.gov.in and www.ssb.gov.in For Further Details Visit - https://pdunippd.nic.in
Sd/- All concerned may please note. Director,
CBC- 19114/11/0003/2627 Commandant (Rectt) CBC- 38101/11/0002/2627 PDUNIPPD, New Delhi

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

New Delhi




THE INDIAN EXPRESS

The City

THURSDAY, MAY 7,2026

Police file 527-page
chargesheet into
Peeragarhi flyover
murders, ‘codman’
the only accused

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

MURDER OF at least six per-
sons, an occult practice named
Dhanvarsha (raining money),
and an agent to bring him
clients — thisis what the police
have found in their investiga-
tion into a self-styled godman,
Kamruddin alias Baba, who al-
legedly killed three persons in
Outer Delhi last February by
feeding them "poisoned" lad-
dus, senior officers said on
Wednesday.

The Delhi Police on Wed-
nesday filed a 527-page charge-
sheet before a court in connec-
tion to the triple murder case.

Police said Kamruddin, the
only accused in the triple
murder case, hasbeen charged
with the murder of six persons
in the name of Dhanvarsha.

Kamruddin’s latest victims
were from Outer Delhi —Rand-
hir Singh (76), Shiv Naresh
Singh (47), and Laxmi Devi (40)
—whose bodies were found in-
side a car near the Peeragarhi
Flyover last February. The
others murders were allegedly
committed in 2014 and 2025.

In October 2025, Laxmi, a
homemaker and resident of Ja-
hangirpuri, was struggling to
make ends meet. Her husband
had lost his job after taking too
many leaves due to his chronic
lung problems. Itwas at thistime
that Laxmi came into contact
with Saleem, who acted as Kam-
ruddin's agent, officers said.

"A man named Saleem had
become his agent, who would
bring him clients suffering
from emotional and physical
distress. He put her in touch
with Kamruddin. She visited
the baba sometime after Di-
wali," an officer said.

To demonstrate his “magi-
cal powers”, police said Kam-
ruddin took Laxmi's shawl,
wrapped it around his hand,
and slid bundles of notesinside
it while chanting mantras.

He then unwrapped the

Kamruddin after his arrest

shawl, and much to everyone's
surprise, there was cash.
"Laxmi became convinced
of the Dhanvarsha ritual. She
saw itasthe only way toend her
problems. She started looking
for girls for Baba so that the djin
(supernatural spirit) to solve
their problems. Laxmiwas also
added to WhatsApp groups. In
one such group, she found Na-
resh, who was already part of
the occult,” officers said.
According to the police, a
diary was recovered from
Laxmi that contained details of
multiple women — from
measurements of various parts
oftheirbodies torecords of their
surgeries and medications.
"Multiple pictures of these
women were also recovered
from Laxmi's phone," a senior
officer said.
On Kamruddin'sjourney as
a self-styled godman, police
said he started out in Uttar Pra-
desh's Firozabad as a self-pro-
claimed hakeem, offering
home-made remedies for com-
mon medical issues such as
stomach pain and headaches.
From 2010, the year he
moved to Ghaziabad with two
of his sons, Raju and Samaud-
din, Kamruddin began getting
involved in occult practices.
"Hewasintouch with some
similar kind of self-styled
godmen who were into the
whole Dhanvarsha occult. He
learned his trade from them
and then started offering
people similar schemes," an of-
ficer probing the case said.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta during the flagging off of 13 mobile
heat relief units, at Delhi Secretariat on Wednesday. ani

CM calls for master
plan onfirefighting,
seeks reportin10 days

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

THREE DAYS after nine people
were killed in ablaze that broke
out at a four-storey residential
building in Shahdara's Vivek
Vihar, Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Wednesday directed
officials to prepare a compre-
hensive ‘Firefighting Master
Plan’ for the Capital, aimed at
preventing fire incidents and
loss of life and property.
Chairing a high-level review
meeting at the Delhi Secre-
tariat, Gupta asked all depart-
ments concerned to submit a
report within 10 days, which
would include a blueprint
identifying vulnerable areas,
recurring causes behind fires,
gapsintheexisting system, and
preventive measures required
to address them, officials said.
The meeting was attended
by Home and Power Minister
Ashish Sood, Chief Secretary
Rajiv Verma, and senior offi-
cials from the Delhi Fire Service
(DFS), Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD), Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA), power utilities, and
other departments.
Accordingto the Chief Min-
ister's Office, Gupta said all de-
partments linked to fire pre-

vention must become "more
accountable, responsive and
better equipped" to ensure
there isnonegligence in hand-
ling fire-related emergencies.

Expressing concernover re-
cent fire incidents in the city,
Guptawarned that strict action
would be taken against officials
found negligent. "No laxity will
be tolerated in matters related
to public safety," she said.

The CM also directed the
Fire department to increase
manpower, open new fire sta-
tions, and procure modern
equipment, while assuring
budgetary support for the
same. She also directed the
MCD to ensure that illegal con-
structions do not come up in
residential areas and that roads
and lanes remain free from en-
croachments, to allow unhin-
dered movement of fire tenders
during emergencies.

The CM asked Power de-
partment officials to exercise
caution while granting electric-
ity connections and to regularly
inspect electrical infrastruc-
ture. The government will also
launch a public awareness
campaign on fire safety and
conduct mockdrillsin residen-
tial colonies to improve emerg-
ency preparedness among resi-
dents, officials said.

NATIONAL CRIME RECORDS BUREAU DATA

Delhi tops — crimes against
women & elderly, offences
by juveniles, cases of thefts

« THECRIME CAPITAL

At 2,75402, most
number of crime
cases registered
in Delhi, Mumbai
adistant second
with 51,428 cases

Pragynesh & Nirbhay
Thakur
New Delhi, May 6

DELHI RECORDED the high-
est number of crimes against
women and senior citizens
among the country’s 19 Metro
citiesin 2024, while also repor-
ting the highest rate of crimes
committed by juveniles, ac-
cording to the latest Crime in
Indiareportreleased by the Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) on Wednesday. It also
topped the list of cities across
the country when it came to
cases of theft, with nearly 30%
of all such offences being re-
ported in the Capital.

The number of crime cases
lodged in Delhi in 2024 saw
about a 15% dip when com-
pared t02023, and 8.8% in 2022.
But it still topped among the
Metros. While the number of
cases registered in Delhi stood
at 2,75,402 in 2024, Mumbai
came a distant second with
51,428 cases.

The data shows that 13,396
cases of crimes against women
were registered in Delhi, while
crimes against senior citizens
stood at 1,267 — accounting for
just over 30% of all such cases
reported across the cities.

At 41.6%, Delhirecorded the
highest rate of crimes com-
mitted by juveniles, far above
the national average of 7.9%.

The data further shows that
while 1,80,973 cases of thefts
were registered in Delhi in
2024, 6,21,945 were recorded
across the country during
this time.

Accordingtothedata, while
crimes against senior citizens
dipped marginally in Delhi -
from 1,361 casesin2023t01,267
in 2024 - the city continued to
top the list among Metro cities.

Highestnumber of crimes
against senior citizens

® The number of crimes against
senior citizens was the highestin
Delhiamong all UTs and metro
citiesin 2024, accordingtoala-
test NCRB report.

Aslight year-on-year

dipinsuchcases
k] 1,361
2024 1,267
Topsincrime
againstwomen
® Crime against
women in Delhire-
mained the highest
among 19 major
cities, with 13,396 cases regis-
teredin 2024 alone, according to
the NCRB report.
® Number of such crimes per
1lakh womenin Delhiin 2024 was
at176.8. Overall crimes against
womenin city in 2024 saw 0.22%
rise from 2023.

Topsinoverall crimerate

® Capital also tops among all
metropolitan cities in terms of
overall crimerate.

® |t, however, saw a15% dipin 2024,
when compared to 2023, and 8.8%

against 2022.

Prisons most
overcrowded

@ 19,512 inmates against
capacity of 10,026 prisoners.

® Occupancy rate stands at
194.6% as of December 31,2024

® 17,178 prisoners are undertrials
—nearly9in10, or 88%

‘Theftcapital’

® Delhidominated theft stat-
istics, with nearly three-fourths of
all such cases registeredin19
major metro cities.

® With1,80,973 theft casesin
2024, Delhi also topped the list of
cities across India with nearly

SOURCE: ‘CRIME IN INDIA’REPORT RELEASED BY THE NATIONAL CRIME RECORDS BUREAU
- s

The 1,267 cases account for just
over 30% of all the 4,107 crimes
against senior citizens reported
in Metros. The data, however,
suggests that the number of
such crimes has dropped in
Delhi in absolute terms — it was
1,361in 2023 and 1,313 in 2022.

“Senior citizens have been
vulnerable to crimes because of
isolation and inducement.
Many of them, especially in up-
scale localities, live alone,
which has made them easy tar-
gets for thefts and robberies,”
said a senior police officer.

At 13,396, Delhi also re-
corded the most number of
crimes against women in 2024
— more than a quarter of all
such casesin Metros. The figure
was almost the same as 2023,
when the Capital saw 13,439
cases of crime against women.

Of the total cases of crime
against women registered in
Delhi in 2024, 1,058 were rape
cases — again the highest
among all Metros — with Jaipur
a distant second at 497 cases.
The data further shows that

Delhi accounted for more than
aquarter of all rape cases regis-
tered across the cities. How-
ever, of the 1,058 rape cases reg-
istered, 1,044 were found to
lack “sufficient evidence”.

“It is true that compared to
Metros in other parts of India,
Delhi shows a higher rate of
crime against women. But that
is also because cases here are
registered quickly, often onthe
basis of the first complaint.
There also have been multiple
fake cases of rape, which were
later found to be lodged for the
purpose of blackmail. But
pending trial, all these cases
continue to be part of official
records,” said the officer.

Kidnapping and abduction
caseslodged in the Capital were
also the highest among the
Metros, with 5,580 cases regis-
tered in 2024 — accounting for
nearly 35% of all such cases.
Mumbai recorded the second-
highest number at 1,854.

Further, at 41.6% (2,306),
Delhi recorded the highest
number of crimes committed

CASE REGISTERED

3,00,429
2,75,402

2022

2023 2024

30% of all such offences.

Reports most kidnapping
and murder cases

® Even as Delhirecords marginal
dipin murder casesin 2024,
among UTs, the city recorded the
highest number of such casesin
absolute terms. The murder rate
stood at 2.3 per lakh populationin
2024 — higher than the national
average of 1.9.

® Kidnapping and abduction
cases inthe Capital were also the
highest among metro cities, with
5,580 casesin 2024 —accounting
for nearly 35% of all such cases
across the metros.

by juveniles in 2024 - a jump
from 2,278 in 2023. The na-
tional average is 7.9%. Only
Madhya Pradesh (3,474) and
Maharashtra (3,779) reported
higher numbers. While the
former has a population three
times that of Delhi, the latter
has a population over four
times that of the Capital.
Meanwhile, murders in
Delhi saw a dip in 2024, but
only negligible, with 504 cases
registered in 2024 as compared
to 506 in 2023 and 509 in 2022.
In terms of cybercrime,
Delhi reported 404 cases, a
marginal dip from 407 in 2023
and significantly lower than
685 cases in 2022. The rate of
cybercrime in Delhi stood at
1.8%, far below the national
average of 7.3%. “We have now
started to arrest banking offi-
cials, which rarely happened
before. As they are a major
source of cyber fraud, helping
in opening unverified mule ac-
counts, the possibility of pros-
ecution hasacted as a deterrent
tosome extent,” said the officer.
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13-yr-old beaten
todeath, body
foundinforest;
2 minors held

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

HOURS AFTER a 13-year-old
boy was reported missing, po-
lice said hisbody was recovered
from a dense forest in South
Delhi on Tuesday evening.

Officers said that the boy
was allegedly beaten to death
by minors who held a grudge
against him.

Two minors were appre-
hended on Tuesday night in
connection with the case, of-
ficersadded.

Police said that the accused
minors told them that an alter-
cation had begun earlier on
Monday when one of the mi-
nors shoved the victim.

Locals intervened at the
time, but the grudge festered,
and the accused allegedly killed
him later on Monday, officers
said.

According to police, the
teen was playing cricket near a
temple on Monday afternoon
when the two accused ap-
proached him.

Pretending to make
amends, they allegedly lured
him into the forest on the pre-
text of burying a dead dog.

Once there, they seized the
moment and choked him to
death, officers said. One of
them also struck his face with a
brick, officers added.

Accordingto the police, the
deceased’s father returned
home on Monday night to find
that his son had been missing
since 3 pm. After searches
proved unsuccessful, the
family filed a missing person
report on Tuesday.

Police said that the accused
juveniles were apprehended
based on technical evidence.
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- YEIDA signs MoU

with Japanese
agency for medical
device sector push

Express News Service
Greater Noida, May 6

THE YAMUNA Expressway In-
dustrial Development Author-
ity (YEIDA) on Wednesday
signed an MoU with a Japanese
agency to further the develop-
ment of its Medical Device
Park, said officials.

They said that the agree-
ment — signed by YEIDA on
behalf of the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment with the Medical Ex-
cellence Japan (MEJ) in Greater
Noida — signalled a push to
transform theregionintoahub
for medical device manufactur-
ing and innovation with
Japan’s technical partnership.

YEIDA Chief Executive Of-
ficer Rakesh Kumar Singh said
that the MoU outlines a collab-
orative framework spanning
research and development, in-
vestment promotion, technol-
ogy transfer, and startup incu-
bation within YEIDA's Medical
Device Park. “MEJ intends to
bringin technical expertise, fa-
cilitate the involvement of Ja-
panese medical technology
firms, support research collab-
orations, and assist in knowl-
edge transfer and capacity-
building initiatives,” he said.

The CEOsaid thatunder the
terms of the MoU, YEIDA will
provide land allocation, util-
ities, regulatory facilitation,
and policy incentives for inves-
torsinthe Medical Device Park.
“MEJ will work to attract Japa-
nese medical technology com-
paniesto the park and facilitate
technology licensing and regu-
latory alignment between the
two countries,” said officials.

Officials said the two parties
will explore joint funding and
direct investments.

e STUDY PUBLISHED IN NATURE JOURNAL

Mitigating SO, from coal power plants could prevent over
1.24 lakh deaths annually in India, says II'T Delhi study

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, May 6

INDIA COULD prevent an esti-
mated 1,24,564 deaths every
year by fully mitigating sulphur
dioxide (SO,) emissions from
coal-fired power plants (CFPP),
accordingtoastudy conducted
by researchers from IIT Delhi,
published in the Naturejournal
this week.

The study isamong the first
comprehensive attempts to
quantify how SO, from CFPPs
contributes not only to ambient
SO, levels, but also to the
formation of secondary fine
particulate matter, or PM2.5.

The researchers found that
a decrease in these emissions
could reduce annual PM2.5 ex-
posure by 0.3-12 micro-
grammes per cubic metre and
ambient SO, levels by 0.1-13.6
parts per billion across states.

The CFPPs emit SO,, which
reactsinthe atmosphere to form
secondary inorganic aerosols,
including sulphate, nitrate and
ammonium. These pollutants
add to PM2.5, the fine particu-
late matter linked to cardiovas-
cular and respiratory diseases.

“Multiple existing source
apportionment studies show
that the energy sector is the
leading contributor to air pollu-
tion. Along with the household
sector, thermal power plants
are alsoamongtheleadingcon-
tributors. So, we wanted to
quantify the exact contribution
from this sector,” Debajit Sarkar
from IIT Delhi, one of the co-
authors of the study, said.

“The overall goal was to
check if we can quantify and

provide to different states their
specific emissions volume, so
that they could make specific
policies,” he said.

The researchers used air
pollution models and satellite
data on SO, emissions from
CFPPs. They also used the 'Glo-
bal Burden of Disease' frame-
work —which measurestheim-
pact on health across places,
time, age, and sex —to estimate
deathsthat could be prevented
from diseases linked to air pol-
lution, including heart and re-
spiratory illnesses. Further,
they matched air quality data
with National Family Health
Survey-5 data — conducted in
2019-21—tosee how the bene-
fits would differ across gender,
caste and income groups.

The study found that com-
plete mitigation of SO,
emissions from CFPPs could
prevent 14,777 cardiovascular
deaths and 8,476 respiratory
deaths annually, apart from the
all-cause mortality reduction.

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka were estimated
to see the highest number of
avoidable deaths due to high
population exposure to pollu-
tion. Chhattisgarh and Odisha
were expected to see the biggest
improvement in air quality be-
cause they have several coal
power-based pollution hotspots.

Further, the study found
that the benefits would not be
evenly distributed. People from
Other Backward Classes,
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes, and poorer and
middle-income groups are ex-
pected to see larger air quality
gains than wealthier and gen-
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o THEIIT DELHISTUDY, INANUTSHELL

Importance of the study

® Coal-fired thermal power plants
(CFPP) emit atmospheric sulfur
dioxide (SO,)

® Major precursor of secondary
pollutants, which pose health
risks

® Main pollutants produced
include sulfate, nitrate, and
ammonium aerosols

Currenttrend

® India's emissions have spiked
significantly due to rapid
socio-economic changes and
heavy coal reliance

® Globally, CFPP-SO, emissions
declining

Thefindings

@ ndia could reduce annual

PM2.5 levels by 0.3-12 micro-
grammes per cubic metre by
cutting down CFPP-SO,

Therecommendations

® Proper implementation of
SO2 emission norms, which
remains slow, localised and
uneveninIndia

® More use of FGDs that are
viewed as expensive

® Fully enforcing limits could
cut SO, and PM2.5 emissions

® Can prevent1,24,564
deaths annually

® States like Chhattisgarh and
Odisha would see greatest
improvements

@ Socio-economically
disadvantaged groups would
see highest health benefits

® Health-related monetary gains
likely to surpass costs of
installing emission-control
technologies like flue gas
desulfurization (FGD)

by over 80% by 2030

® Developing domestic ex-
pertise in pollution-control
technologies to support SO,
mitigation efforts

® Policymakers should priori-
tise hotspot sub-regions

SOURCE: NATURE

eral category groups. Accord-
ing to the researchers, this
makes SO, mitigation not only
an air pollution issue, but also
anenvironmental equity issue.

“We made sure that meteor-

ology and emissions were both
included in the study model.
Season-specific contribution of
pollutants was also important.
During winter, power plantsare
major contributors to pollu-

tion,” Sarkar said, adding thatlo-
cation, transported air pollution
and population exposure were
all significant in assessing the
health impact of SO, emissions.

The study comes amid con-
tinuing debate over the instal-
lation of flue gas desulphurisa-
tion (FGD) systems in CFPPs.
The FGD is a technology that
removes SO, from exhaust
gases of fossil fuel power plants
and industrial boilers, reducing
acid rain and air pollution.

Akeyargument against FGD
installation has been that Indian
coal has relatively low sulphur
content, makingthe technology
expensive. The study, however,
arguesthat health-related mon-
etary gains from reduced
emissions are likely to outweigh
the cost of installing emission-
control technologies.

Manoj Kumar, a researcher
at the Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air, said the
findings are significant because
earlier estimates did not fully
quantify SO,-linked health im-
pacts. “The observations are
significant, especially that the
cost of saving lives will out-
weigh FGD-related expenses.”

Kumar said the findings
should be read in the context of
the 2015 emission norms for
thermal plants and subsequent
delays in compliance. “These
kinds of assessments were not
taken into account during the
reversal of the 2015 policy. Most
importantly, the study shows
the health impacts on vulner-
able people and also the dis-
tribution amongstates,” he said.

On December 7, 2015, the
Union Ministry of Environ-

ment, Forest and Climate
Change had introduced man-
datory emission norms for
CFPPs, targeting significantly
lower levels of SO,, nitrogen
oxides, mercury and particu-
late matter. On July 11, 2025, the
Centre relaxed the 2015
emission norms for CFPPs,
exempting roughly 79% of coal-
fired units from installing FGD
systems to curb SO, emissions.

According to the IIT Delhi
study, while SO, emissions from
CFPPs declined globally be-
tween 2005 and 2021, India
moved in the opposite direc-
tion. Satellite-derived estimates
showed India’s SO, emissions
rose from 2.36 thousand kilo-
tonnes per year in 2005 to 5.05
thousand kilotonnes per year in
2021, with a further increase of
about 30% in 2023.

The study said that stronger
implementation of SO,
emission norms, wider adop-
tion of FGDs and related control
technologies, and prioritisation
of hotspot regions are essential.
“India needs to strictly enforce
SO, emission rules, expand the
use of FGDs and pollution-con-
trol technology in power plants,
and prioritise highly-polluted
areas. Also, use of cleaner cook-
ing fuels and electric vehicles,
as well as decrease in stubble
burning incidents are necess-
ary,” said Sarkar.

The study also said that im-
plementation of SO, emission
normsremains “slow, localised
and uneven” in India, and that
fully enforcing current limits
could cut coal power plant-
linked SO, and PM2.5
emissions by over 80% by 2030.
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Haryana Shehri
Vikas Pradhikaran

The Haryana Government plans development
of Residential, Commercial, and Institutional
areas by procurement of approximately WL HARYANA | 9reRif eRamom

1.67 Lacs =

in 71 towns with the consent of landowners
through the e-Bhoomi portal
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‘ The details of the land to be procured are as follows:-

Identified Areas/ ) Area For any
District/ Town Revenue Village (In Acres) further information
Interested landowners
and aggregators may visit
Khailka, Baluda, Sohna, Rampur, Zakhopur, Rampura, Raisika, Barota, Khanpur, Berka, Dhunela, Raisina. 5035.15
(pttp://www.hsvphry.org.in )
Jatauli, Chhawan, Pataudi, Mubarikpur, Janaula, Nerhera & Rampur 1694.39 Contact gl
m Karnal, Mangalpur, Makarampur, Kailash, Baldi, Kailash, Tikri, Budha Khera, Phoosgarh 1563.741 o N
(Gurugram, Sohna, Gwalpahari,
i ' - Pataudi)
Darra Khera, Narakatari, Kishangarh, Sirsama, Umri, Shadipur Ladwa, Partapgarh, Pipli, Sanwala, Bazidpur,
Bohli, Amargarh Majhara, Rattandera, Dharra Khurd, Thanesar, Haripur, Bahri, Palwal, Kheri Ramnagar, Birpipli 6300.81 OSOuESTATS
' (Karnal)
m Bihta, Kalpi, Dhakola, Nahawani, Saha, Tepla, Jawahargarh 771.00
_ 099288-18564
m Allahpur-Agwanpur-Palwal, Patli Khurd, Jodhpur-Dholgarh 2758.868 (Rireashetra)
086838-45145
Prithla-Nagla Bhikhu, Dudhola, Gadpuri 1563.50 (Ambala, Saha)
: Ahirka, Amarheri, Haibatpur, Ashrafgarh, Pindari, Bishanpura, Kishanpura, Julani, Jalalpur Khurd, 79825-07579, 88106-50008
- w7
rjian, Jind (Faridabad, Palwal, Prithia)
Fatehabad Fatehabad, Basti Bhiwan, Matana 2753.21 094163-15365
: = = (Jind)
” _ Khairpur, Kanganpur, Khaza Khaira, Sirsa, Shamshabad, Chatta:garh_pattl, Nezadela Kalan ‘ 349313 088606 37ERS
(Hisar, Fatehabad)
m Bhiwani Jonpal, Paluwas 238.09
: | ' 086849-84455
Bal, Garhi kesri, Panchi Gujran, Baraut, Teha, Ganaur, Gumar, Jalalabad, Bari 2244.25 (Sirsa)
Kharkhoda, Thana Kalan, Pipli, Gopalpur, Barona, Rohna, Saidpur 5122.298 097293-20497
L (Bhiwani)
Gohana, Nagar, Garhi Sarai Namdar Khan, Barota, Khandrai 2169.74
085912-49192
Sonipat, G , Kharkhauda,
Barkatabad, Sarai Aurangabad, Bamnoli, Bahadurgarh, Sankhol, Barahi, Kasar, Kherka musalman, Nuna majra, 6355.06 (Rorm, ::::“} SEASESS
d Tandaheri, Jakhauda, Saidpur, Balaur, Parnala, Hasanpur !
. 094684-61232
Sondhapur, Faridpur, Kabri, Nizampur, Ratipur, Sewah Kheri, Ugra Kheri, Bhainswal, Taraf mukhdumzadgan 1065.00 (Bahad ch)
urga
078385-41230
The interested landowners/land aggregators of said area can visit the website i.e. ebhoomi.jamabandi.nic.in and submit their interests (Panipat)
ar
for offering their land for the residential/commercial/institutional purpose. The window of e-bhoomi portal for accepting the Scan the QR Code

interest/offers from the landowners/land aggregators is open till 30.06.2026 (2 months)

CLEAR INTENT - TRANSPARENT MECHANISM

- Haryana Shehri Vikas Pradhikaran
. "Eh._hd C-3, HSVP Complex, Sector 6, Panchkula 134109, Haryana
Vikis Pt bk dd hsvphry.org.in. € Hsvphry

epaper.indianexpress.com .. . New Delhi
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Congends ties with DMK, promises
togowith TVKinall future elections

ManojCG
New Delhi, May 6

EXTENDING SUPPORT to Vi-
jay’s TVK for formation of the
new government in Tamil Nadu,
the Congress Wednesday broke
its long-standing alliance with
the DMK in the state, saying its
alliance with the TVK was “not
only for the formation of this
government, but also for future
electionstothelocal body organ-
isations, the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha.”

The Congress, which has 5
MLAs, willjointhe TVK govern-
ment and islooking at two cabi-
net berths. The Congress will
have a minister in the Tamil
Nadu government after nearly
six decades when it was ousted
from power by the DMK in 1967.

The Congress and the DMK
could still co-exist in the INDIA
bloc, formed to take on the BJP
electorally at the national level.
Congress leaders pointed out
that the Left parties, TMC and
the Congressitselfremaininthe
bloc despite contesting against
each other in states.

While the DMK accused the
Congress of backstabbing, the
latter defended the move.

The Congress and DMK had
come together in 2004 when
they contested the Lok Sabha
electioninalliance and trounced
the AIADMK. Since then the two
parties had been together bar-
ringabriefperiod after the DMK
walked out of the UPA govern-
ment over the Sri Lankan Tamil
issuein2013. The partiesrevived
their alliance ahead of the 2016
Assembly elections. Sources
said the unanimous view of the
state leadership of the Congress
was in favour of joining hands
with the TVK.

Itisapolitical gamble for the
Congress. The sensein the party
isthat the electoral momentum

will continue with Vijay, and the
Congresswill benefitby aligning
with it in the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections.

Girish Chodankar, AICC
leader in charge of Tamil Nadu,
said, “This alliance between the
TVK and the Tamil Nadu Con-
gresswill strive tobringback ‘Pe-
runthalaivar’ Kamaraj’s glory
days of Tamil Nadu, with a
strong commitment to Thanthai
Periyar’ssocialjusticeidealsand
Dr B R Ambedkar’s constitu-
tionalidealsinthe yearsand dec-
ades to come. This alliance,
founded on mutual respect, ap-
propriate share, and shared re-
sponsibility between the two
parties, isnot only for the forma-
tion of this government, butalso
for future elections to the local
body organisations, the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.”

The Congress’s decision to
support the TVK, however, is
contingent on Vijay’s party not
having any truck with the BJP.

Incidentally, the Congress
high command’s positiononthe
issue Tuesday wasthat the party
“is determined not to have the
BJP and its proxies run the gov-
ernment of Tamil Nadu in any
manner.” The party, however,
did not mention “proxies” in its
official statement amid reports
that the TVK was in talks with
the AIADMK.

Vijay and Leader of the Op-
position in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi spoke during the day.
Vijay thanked Rahul for extend-
ing his party’s support and in-
vited him for the oath-taking
ceremony. Rahul, sources said,
has agreed to attend.

The Congresswaskeentobe
on Vijay’s side given that the
TVK was also in talks with the
ATADMK. Itwanted tosealadeal
asquickly as possible as the Con-
gress believes Vijay’s party is
ideologically compatible. Rahul
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Tamil Nadu Congress leaders hand over letter of support to TVK president Vijay on Wednesday. ani

John Arokiasamy:
Quiet strategist who
turned Vijay fanbase
into pollmachine

and Vijay had been in touch for
some time. Vijay had tele-
phoned Rahul to wish him on
his birthday last year and then
Rahul had spoken to him after
the Karur stampede.

“The people of Tamil Nadu,
especially the youth, have de-
livered a very clear, strong and
overwhelming verdict for asecu-
lar, progressive and welfarist
government that believes in
constitutional principles. They
have chosen the Tamizhaga
VetriKazhagam (TVK)led by Mr
Vijay to form the next govern-
ment. The Indian National Con-
gress stands for, and is the
founding political party for,
secular, progressive and welfar-
ist politics in India. It is our con-
stitutional duty to respect, up-
hold and help fulfil thismandate
ofthe people of Tamil Nadu. Ac-
cordingly, the Tamil Nadu Con-
gress Committee and the Con-
gress Legislative Party (CLP) has
decided toextend its full support
to the TVK to form the govern-
ment,” Chodankar said.

INDIA bloc split over Congress
move to ditch DMK for Vijay

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, May 6

THE CONGRESS’S decision to
end its decades-long alliance
with the DMK and partner with
Vijay’s Tamizhaga Vettri Kaz-
hagam (TVK) to form a new
government in Tamil Nadu has
caused divisions within the
INDIA bloc, with its consti-
tuents split over whether the
moveis “strategic pragmatism”
or “political backstabbing”.
While some leaders of the
Opposition grouping defended
the Congress's decision as
necessary to keep the BJP and
NDA out of power in the state,
others echoed the DMK’s
charge of “backstabbing”. The
development has also raised
questions about the cohesion of
the INDIA alliance and its func-
tioning in Parliament, where
the DMK has 22 Lok Sabha and
eight Rajya Sabha MPs.
Sources within the Con-
gress indicated that the move
was not universally supported
even within the party. Several
Congress leaders are learnt to
have opposed the party'sbid to
break ties with the DMK, warn-
ingthat the decision could have
long-term  consequences.
“Some people in the Tamil

Nadu party unit have mis-
guided the leadership. This is
very short-sighted,” said a
member of the Congress Work-
ing Committee (CWC). “The
Congress won Lok Sabha seats
in Tamil Nadu because of the
DMK. It also secured five As-
sembly seats with their sup-
port. Towalk away from the al-
liance now raises serious
questions about the party's
political judgment.”

According to Congress in-
siders, some senior party
leaders were also not in favour
of the alliance with the TVK.
However, Leader of the Opposi-
tion (LoP) in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, is believed to
have been persuaded by the
state party unit to back the
move.

Some concerns have also
been raised within the Con-
gress about the implications of
the decision for parliamentary
politics. “We will need the DMK
in the future,” said a Congress
MP from a southern state. “If
the BJP attempts to push
through constitutional amend-
ments, we will need numbers
toresist. The TVKwill not have
representation in the Lok
Sabha until 2029.” The MP
added that the move sends a

troublingsignal to other INDIA
partners. “It suggests that al-
liances are expendable and
contingent on immediate
power equations. That
weakens trust.”

The DMK reacted sharply to
the development. Lok Sabha
MP Ganapathi P Rajkumar de-
scribed the Congress’s decision
as a “classic case of backstab-
bing” and accused the party of
losing “credibility”.

Respondingtothe criticism,
Congress spokesperson Pawan
Khera rejected the charge,
drawing parallels with past
political decisions. “In De-
cember 2013, the DMK an-
nounced it would contest the
Lok Sabha elections alone. Was
that backstabbing? No. Simi-
larly, this decision is not back-
stabbing...,” he said.

Some INDIA bloc allies sup-
ported this reasoning. Shiv
Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay Raut
said the Congress had acted in
accordance with the electoral
mandate. The Samajwadi Party
(SP) struck a more cautious
note. SP MP Rajeev Rai said it
was “too early” to assess the
broader implications of the
decision and suggested that its
impact on national politics may
be limited.

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 6

IN 2023, when John Arokiasamy
entered Tamil film superstar Vi-
jay’s political orbit, he was said
to have been fascinated by one
number above all else: 10 lakh.
Thatwasroughly the number of
“likes” Vijay could command for
even an ordinary social media
postin one hour at the time.

The question, friends recall
Arokiasamy repeatedly asking
in private conversations: could
that scale of digital affection be
converted into votes? “It will.
Wait and see,” he would say.

For much of the TVK's cam-
paignintherecentelections, the
party's public face was its
founder, Vijay — cinematic, emo-
tionally charged, almost deliber-
ately elusive. But behind the
actor-turned-politician's electo-
ral rise stood a quieter figure:
Arokiasamy, the strategist who
has now emerged as one of the
most closely watched backroom
operators in Tamil Nadu politics.

Soft-spoken and rarely vis-
ibleat publicrallies, Arokiasamy
played arole farbeyond thatofa
conventional election consul-
tant. Within TVK circles, he is
seenlessasacampaign manager
and more asacentral organising
mind, someone involved not
only in messaging and electoral
strategy, but also in shaping the
party’s structure, internal func-
tioning and political positioning.

“AskJohn” became one of Vi-
jay’sdefault responsesinside the
TVK — delivered with the same
casual certainty with which
Bussy Anand, the old fan-club
organiser who could still call dis-
trict and town functionaries by
name, ran the party machinery.
If Anand converted a sprawling
fandom into an organisation,
Arokiasamy gave that organisa-
tion its political skeleton, disci-
pline and shape.

Inside TVK, one word is re-
peatedly associated with how
Arokiasamy understood Vijay:
“cult”.

“Cult, cult, cult — that was
how Johnwould describe Vijay’s
political potential,” said a person
familiar with the strategist’s

Arokiasamy is rarely visible at
public rallies

early conversations with the
actor. “Hebelieved Vijay wasnot
merely popular, butacultinthe
making, perhaps beyond even
Vijay’s own understanding of
himself.”

That understanding shaped
much of the TVK’s political
architecture. Multiple people
close to Vijay’s camp believe it
was Arokiasamy who helped
firmly position him against the
BJP and the broader right wing,
not necessarily out ofideological
immersion in Dravidian politics,
but through cold electoral arith-
metic.

In internal discussions,
sources said, Arokiasamy re-
peatedly stressed that nearly
three-fourths of Tamil Nadu’s
voters historically aligned with
Dravidian political sentiments
in one form or another. Vijay, he
argued, had to speak to that
audience.

The slogan that came to de-
fine the TVK’s campaign —
“DMK isthe political enemy, BJP
is the ideological enemy” — is
widely attributed to him. So too
is the framing of the DMK as an
entrenched generational “sys-
tem” requiring disruption.

“Without John, Vijay could
easily have drifted toward the
NDA,” said one party insider.

Arokiasamy, who hails from
Chittoor in neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh, studied Eng-
lish literature in Trichy before
completingan MBA in Chennai.
He worked at Perfect Relations
and later rose to become Direc-
tor and COO at Good Relations
India before launching Persona
Leadership Advisory Pvt Ltd in
2017 and later JPACPersona, his
political consulting venture.

“Sabkasaath, sabkavikas...
new thing will be sab ka hisab’

NEWLY ELECTED BJP MLA
from West Bengal's Kharagpur
Sadar, Dilip Ghosh, who
trounced the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC)'s Pradip Sarkar by
30,506 votes, celebrated his vic-
tory by flying his party flag atop
abulldozer in his constituency.
Former MP Ghosh, 61, was the
state BJP president during the
2019 Lok Sabha polls when the
BJPwon 18 of the 42 parliamen-
tary seats, signalling his party's
arrival in Bengal politics.

With the BJP now all set to
form its first government in
Bengal, Ghosh, in an interview
with Tanusree Bose, speaks
on multiple issues, ranging
from the new government's
agenda to TMC supremo Ma-
mata Banerjee's stance. Ex-
cerpts:

Whatis going to be the
agendaofthe BJP
government in Bengal?
How will it deal with the
financial challenges facing
the state?

In Bihar the situation was
also bad but it is improving
now. We believe that as Nar-
endra Modiisthere, everything
is possible.West Bengal has the
potential and its people have
capability, so we have to give
the state that opportunity and
its people a good administra-
tion.

More than 50 lakh youths
have left Bengal in search of
jobs. They want to return home
and work here. We will give
them that opportunity. There
was (during the TMC rule) no
administration, no law and
order, no industry.

The education department
is in shambles, health depart-
mentin poor condition. People
are leaving this state, so if that
is stopped, its people will de-
velop the state. Bengal has
everything — from mountains
to sea, ports, railways and air-
ports, labour, resources. What
does Bengal not have?
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BJPMLA, KHARAGPUR SADAR

How do you see this
mandate?

It is the people’s mandate.
Last time also (in 2021), they
wanted to bring us to power.
but probably thought whether
we can handle it or not. The
people then gave us the oppor-
tunity to be in the Opposition
and we played our role. But
then people saw that Bengal is
going towards an opposite di-
rection as compared to the
country, they thought it needs
to be brought back and so
people gavethe BJPachancein
the state.

The TMC has alleged that
there have been attacks on
its workers with its party
offices being vandalised in
different parts of Bengal
after the poll results. What
isthe BJP'sresponse?

In 2021, after the state As-
sembly poll results were an-
nounced, how many BJP
workers were murdered - one
should not forget that. BJP does
not believe in violence. Last
time, they (TMC) had taken
over dozens of our party offices,
changed their colours, and put
their flags there. Some party of-
fices have been taken back,
people know that those were
BJP offices where our party
flags are being put, so there is
nothing to fear. In Diamond
Harbour they had demolished
12 of our party offices using
JCB.

Whatis the BJP’s approach
towards other parties?

All over the country, in many
states, BJP is in power. And
people through their mandate
have brought PM Modi to power
at the Centre. So everyone
knows what BJP is, everyone
should rest assured that we will
give everyone equal opportun-
ity. Sab ka saath, sab ka vikas
(with everyone and develop-
ment for all) but the new thing
will be sab ka hisab - law will
take its own course.

CM Mamata Banerjee has
said she will not resign.

The people of this state have
given her 15 years, she was given
chance thrice, butshedid notdo
anything for the people. The
only thing she has done is cor-
ruption and level allegations
against the Centre. She has also
gone to Supreme Court on SIR
issue. By just complaining no-
thing happens. One has towork
and prove themselves. Why did
the people give her such a big
punishment — and she is com-
plaining even now.

Mamatahadlosther own
seatin Nandigramin 2021,
and in Bhabanipurin2026.
Politically, could this be the
end ofroad for her?
Thatiswhat the publicissay-
ingnow —stay at home, take rest
and perform puja. But habits are
hard togo, sosheiscomplaining
again. But the people want de-
velopment, they chose BJP.

What portfolio do you think
the party will give you now
-youwereseenontopofa
JCBon the counting day?

West Bengal needs JCBs to
wipe out corruption, infiltration
by Bangladeshis who have cap-
tured the state. T have performed
all the duties that the party en-
trusted me with. The party had
asked me to fight the elections,
I did and won. Next, the party
will decide what I will do.

Tiwary slams TMC govt: “Was never
ny actual work’

allowed toundertake a

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, May 6

CRICKETER-TURNED-POLI-
TICIAN MANOJ Tiwary on
Wednesday launched asharp at-
tackon the Trinamool Congress
leadership, citing football super-
star Lionel Messi’s brief visit to
Kolkata and the handling of the
Rs 700-crore sports budget as
examples of “administrative ego
and corruption” during his ten-
ure. The former Minister of State
(MoS) for Sports alleged he was
sidelined inthe departmentand
barred from taking up “actual
work.”

His remarks came after the
BJP’s Assembly poll sweepinthe
state.

Tiwary said he was “re-
peatedly and forcefully” drawn
into politics in 2019 to give the
party a “political edge” but was
sidelined later. Describing his
ministerial role, Tiwary said, “I
was given alollipop of MoS. The
Sports Department had nowork
other than having tea and bis-
cuits. I was never allowed to
undertake any actual work.”

In aFacebook Live video, Ti-

People outside TMC chief Mamata Banerjee’s residence in Kalighat,

Kolkata on Wednesday. pARTHA PAUL

wary said he skipped Messi’s
state event, claiming he had a
“premonition” of humiliation.

“Because of Aroop Biswas,
football enthusiasts were denied
even a glimpse of Messi. He de-
parted after a mere five min-
utes—amonumental opportun-
ity squandered solely because of
one man,” he said.

“The sole purpose of the
eventwas for certainindividuals
to have their own photographs
taken,” he added.

Tiwary earlier shared a spe-
cific instance claiming that a
world-classtrack and field event
he proposed was stalled despite
a Rs 5-crore allocation. “The
state sports budget is Rs 700
crore, I have no idea where that
money has vanished,” he
pointed out. He further alleged
that despite his effortstoaddress
the exodus of athletes to other
states due to “incompatible pol-
icies," he was met with "cold in-
difference”.

e OPPOSITION SPLIT, BJP POLARISATION ERODE TMC’S MUSLIM BASE IN KEY BENGAL DISTRICTS

TMCreels from cracks in Muslim vote bank, holds out in high SIR deletion seats

Ravik Bhattacharya,
Atri Mitra & LalmaniVerma
Kolkata, Lucknow, May 6

ONE OF the reasons for the
crushingloss of the Mamata Ba-
nerjee-led Trinamool Congress
(TMC) to the BJP in the recent
West Bengal Assembly elections
seemstobethefragmentation of
the TMC’s Muslim supportbase,
which had remained virtually
intact in the previous polls
cliched by the party.

During its three terms in
power since 2011, Muslim voters
have been a crucial part of Ma-
mata’s core vote base. The com-
munity makes up over 27% of
Bengal's population.

Inthe currentelectionstothe
293 seats, the BJP bagged 207 as
against the TMC's 80. Asthe BJP
expanded itselectoral footprint,
the representation of Muslims
declined inthe new House to40

from 44 in the outgoing Assem-
bly. Of 40 Muslim MLAs, 34 are
from the TMC, two from the
Congress, and oneeach fromthe
CPMand All India Secular Front
(ISF).

Suspended TMC leader Hu-
mayun Kabir, who formed the
Aam Janata Unnayan Party
(AJUP), had fielded candidates
from 143 seats across the state.
Kabir himself contested two
seats— Rejinagarand Nowda —
in the Muslim-dominated Mur-
shidabad district,and won both.
The TMC, which had won both
these seats in 2021, slipped to
third place there despite fielding
Muslim candidates.

Inthiselection, the BJPman-
aged tomakeinroadsin Muslim
belts, even winning several seats
there. A senior TMC leader said,
“This time Bengal has seen not
only huge anti-incumbencybut
also strong Hindu polarisation.

Probably, after Independence,
thisis for the first time that such
a polarisation of Hindu vote
were seen in the state. We were
defeated in those seats where
either Muslim vote fractured
and Hindu vote got polarised.”

SIR deletions

The Election Commission
(EC)'s months-long Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls, which resulted in dele-
tion of about 91 lakh voters —
includingover271akh voters fol-
lowingadjudication —wasakey
plankofthe TMCintheelection,
which highlighted the dispro-
portionately high deletions of
Muslim voters. Mamata has
been up in arms against the SIR
from the beginning, accusing
the EC of doing a hatchetjob on
behalf of the BJP.

However, in several seats
that saw high deletions after ad-

Muslim voters have been a crucial part of Mamata's core vote base. FiLe

judication in Muslim dominated
districts like Murshidabad and
Malda, the TMC managed to re-
tain several seats, which
include Samserganj (74,775 dele-
tions), Lalgola (55,420), Bhaga-
bangola (47,493), Raghunath-
ganj (46,100), Suti (37,965),
Mothabari (37,255), Sujapur
(26829), and Malatipur (29489).

epaper.indfanexpress.eum.- .

Since 2011, the TMC domi-
nated major districts, such as
Murshidabad, Malda and Uttar
Dinajpur, relying on the consoli-
dation of Muslim votes.

Ofthe 43 seats in these three
districts, the TMC won 22 this
time, asharpdip fromits 35-seat
tally last time. The BJP's tally in
the three districts surged to 19

from eight seats in 2021. The re-
mainingseats there were won by
Muslim candidates of the Con-
gress (2 seats), CPM (1) and the
AJUP (2), which cut into the
TMC’s Muslim base.

The Congress and CPM won
fromRaninagar and Domkal re-
spectively, where Muslims arein
amajority. However, in another
Muslim-majority seat, Bel-
danga, the BJP'scandidate won,
gettingadvantage ofasplitinthe
community’s vote. The TMC
similarly lost Khargram, Kandi
and some other seatsin Murshi-
dabad to BJP, which also won
Malda’s Manikchak and Baish-
nabnagar seats, where the Mus-
lim population is about 47%.

In 64 seatsin North 24 Parga-
nas and South 24 Parganas, the
TMC had swept the pollsin 2021,
with the BJP just picking five.
This time, the BJP increased its
tally to 34, winning many seats

New Delhi

with over 30% Muslim popula-
tion. ISF chief Naushad Siddiqui
retained his Bhangar seat, too.

The TMC also lost the Hari-
pal, Singur and Pandua seats in
Hoogly and Monteswar in Purba
Bardhaman, where 20-30%
voters are Muslims.

Some observers have
pointed out that there has also
been resentment among a sec-
tion of Muslims against the TMC
government over issues like the
OBClist and the Wagflaw’s roll-
out, among other factors.

A senior TMC leader from
the Muslim community said,
“We have lost the confidence of
Muslims. It may get more
eroded inthe comingelections...
Muslims seem to have realised
that only some families became
prosperous. The community has
been reeling from problem of
migration because of unemploy-
ment, which has also made

them angry.”

The 40 Muslim MLAs
elected this time account for
13.60% of the House. The share
of Muslim MLAsin the outgoing
Assembly was 14.96% (44). In
2016, there were 59 Muslim
MLAs. Unlike the previousthree
elections, the BJP did not field
any Muslim candidates thisyear.
The party fielded Hindu candi-
dates from the nine seats where
it had nominated Muslims in
2021. The BJP, however, could
not win any of these seats.

The TMC, Congress and the
Left fielded asignificant number
of Muslim candidates in this
election. A quarter of the Con-
gress’s 294 candidates or 75
(25.31%) were from the minority
community. The Left Front to-
gether fielded 42 Muslim candi-
dates, evenasthey contested the
election in alignhment with the
ISF.
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Agriculture Rising ,
Farmers Thriving N,

Uttar Pradesh Marches Ahead Under the Visionary
Leadership of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

| /; Under the dynamic and visionary leadership of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, UP has witnessed an unprecedented transformation \ |
~Inthe agriculture sector. Guided by his commitment to farmer welfare, rural prosperity, and self-reliant villages, the state has |
-~ emerged as a national leader in agricultural growth, irrigation development, sugarcane production, food processing, and farmer -

empowerment. Through progressive policies, direct benefit transfers, modern infrastructure, and sustainable farming initiatives,
the government has ensured that the benefits of development reach every farmer's field and every village household.

AGRICULTURAL FARMER WELFARE IRRIGATION REVOLUTION

GROWTH RATE Direct Support, Real Empowerment Water Security for Every Field

= 312 crore farmers benefited under PM Kisan Samman Nidhi = Uttar Pradesh now has the largest irrigated

0
20% Nearlﬂﬂ Yo : : .
= Qver 799,000 crore transferred directly through 22 il tamtasee it
= |rrigation coverage expanded to over 105 lakh hectares

15% installments e _
® 1309 irrigation projects completed successfully
L 8% = 86 lakh+ small and marginal farmers benefited fromthe rrigation potential created across 52.13 lakh hectares
59, historic farm loan waiver = Under the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana and
o = 353.14 lakh farmers insured under PM Fasal Bima Yojana the Chief Minister's Minor Irrigation Scheme, the
2016-17 2025-26 (From 2017) Compensation worth ¥5,660.33 crore provided construction 0f13,14,282 shallow tube wells, 12,954
. — deep bore wells, and 33,600 medium bore wells has
CONTRIBUTIONTO  /~, B

STATE ECONOMY Nz,

GSDP (Agriculture & Allied)
¥2.96 lakh crore - ¥6.95 lakh crore at current prices

COOPERATIVE &
CREDIT SUPPORT

Financial Strength for Farmers

8 » .
; 5.95 = Crop loan distribution crossed ¥13,42,978 crore
= 492.46 lakh Kisan Credit Cards distributed
i ; = 32,732 farm ponds constructed to improve local water
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath during Kisan Samvad Karyakram conservation

4 > g6 = Cooperative institutions have been strengthened to

3 - ensure better rural credit access

: SUGARCANE SUCCESS STORY /4NN o e,

1 Sweet Prosperity for Farmers HORTICULTURE & FOOD

- SUGARCANE CULTIVATION EXPANSION "

2016-17 2024-25
__________________________________________________________________ i 28 619 PROCESSING
= Productivity increased ; Lakh Hectares From Farm to Market Prosperity
FOODGRAIN PRODUCTION sinitcanty oz [EERR ¢ O ————————
quintals/hectare to 83.25 B P '
Sowing Progress, Harvesting Security quintals/hectare i ?-”_“ ObIHED e _
: _ _ = Horticulture exports rose from 400 crore in 2017 to

= Foodgrain production increased by 32.28% in 2024-25 ™ Sugar mill crushing capacity nearly 1,700 crore
= Qilseed productionincreased by animpressive 192.98% Feathed 8,48 Saki 1L = Farmer income through horticulture increased from

In2024-25 = Sugarcane payment to - - 2 41,000 crore in 2017 to #1,25,000 crore
= For the financial year 2026-27, the target has been set farmers crossed ¥3.16 lakh crore frﬂm 201710 FEIJ 2025 = Food Processing Policy 2023 attracted 1,604

to achieve 753.55 lakh metric tonnes of foodgrain = Uttar Pradesh ranks No. 1in India in sugarcane and applications, opening new employment oppartunities

production and 48.18 lakh metric tonnes of pilseed

ik sugar production across rural Uttar Pradesh
production.
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Ended I-PAC
contractdue
tolack of funds,
says Akhilesh

SP president Akhilesh Yadav in
Lucknow on Wednesday. ExPRess

Express News Service
Lucknow, April 6

AFTER HIS party’s proposed
tie-up with political consul-
tancy firm I-PAC for the 2027
Uttar Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions fell through, Samajwadi
Party (SP) President Akhilesh
Yadav on Wednesday said the
decision was taken due to lack
of funds.

Yadav alsolaunched a sharp at-
tack on the BJP and the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) over
what he called “vote ki dakaiti”
(dacoity of votes), alleging that
a “multi-layered election
mafia” was influencing demo-
cratic processes in the country.

Referring to the recently
held West Bengal elections,
Yadav said what Chief Minister
and Trinamool Congress su-
premo Mamata Banerjee suf-
fered this time was faced by his
party earlier.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Lucknow, the former
Uttar Pradesh CM claimed that
elections were increasingly
being manipulated through a
“10-number model” of politics.

Citing vote share figures
from the previous UP Assembly
elections, he said the SP had
higher percentage of votes in
2012, 2017 and 2022 and the
BJP’s vote share was signifi-
cantly lower in the 2024 by-
polls, reflecting “unnatural
jumps” in voting patterns.

Referring to the bypolls in
Kundarki, Rampur and Milki-
pur, healleged that Muslim and
Yadav votes were selectively
deleted or shifted. “This is vote
ki dakaiti. Our party had sub-
mitted around 18,000 affidavits
to the EC after notices were is-
sued over alleged voter irregu-
larities.”

Meanwhile, the SP leader
said his party has ended its
contract with I-PACduetolack
of funds and not because of the
recent election results.

Yadav said the party had en-
gaged the firm for a brief period
ahead of the Uttar Pradesh polls
but could not continue the ar-
rangement.

“Yes, we had an association.
They worked with us for a few
months, but we are not able to
continue because we do not
have that kind of funding,” he
said.

Look for vision, not administrative
experience: Kerala CM frontrunner

Satheesan underlines the need for
party to ‘talk the language of Gen 7’

LizMathew
New Delhi, May 6

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERI-
ENCE cannot be the criteria for
choosing a leader, but the vi-
sion oftheleader and hisor her
ability to build a team are im-
portant, senior Congressleader
V D Satheesan said Wednesday.

One of the three
frontrunners for
Kerala chief minis-

" |DEA

endra Modi became the CM (of
Gujarat), what was his adminis-
trative experience? He was a
party organiser, not even a sen-
ior parliamentarian,” Satheesan,
widely credited withleadingthe
Congress fight in the Assembly
elections, said.
The other contenders for
the CM post, apart from Sathee-
san - a five-time MLA
from Paravur —include
K C Venugopal, Con-

tership after the gress general secretary
Congress’s big vic- (organisation), and
toryinthestate, the ﬂc““" GE former Kerala chief of
Leader of Opposi- the Congress Ramesh
tion in the outgoing Chennithala.

Assembly was answering a
question at The Indian Ex-
press’s Idea Exchange session
on whether someone like him
who has never had any admin-
istration experience or been a
minister should become a CM.

“Administrative experience
isnotanissue. VS Achuthanan-
dan (former KeralaCM and long-
time CPI-M leader), what was his
administrative experience ?
When (Prime Minister) Nar-

“The vision of a leader is
very important and the main
thing is team building. Select-
ing the right people around,
that shows your leadership,”
Satheesan, 62, said.

However, he added, the
Congress has a “procedure” for
selection of CM, which he said
had already begun. “The high
command will take a decision
following the procedures,” Sa-
theesan said, adding that dis-

Himanta meets Gov

Himanta Biswa Sarma calls on Assam Governor Lakshman Acharya
after tendering his resignation as the CM, paving the way for
formation of the next BJP government, in Guwahati on Wednesday.
Sarma also requested the Governor to dissolve the Assembly.
Accepting this, the Governor asked Sarma to continue as caretaker
CM until the formation of the new Council of Ministers. Sarma later
said the swearing-in ceremony is likely to take place after May 11. ani

Ministry to make fresh move for
PM-SHRI in Bengal, Tamil Nadu
and Kerala after political shifts

Abhinaya Harigovind
New Delhi, May 6

AMID THE changes of guard in
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, and
Kerala after the Assembly poll
results, the Ministry of Educa-
tion is preparinga fresh push to
implement the Centre’s flag-
ship PM Schools for Rising
India (PM-SHRI) scheme in
these states.

A senior ministry official
said that letters will soon be
sent to the chief secretaries of
the three states, requesting
them to formally adopt the
scheme. PM-SHRI aims to up-
grade existing schools into
“exemplar” institutions that
showcase the implementation
of the National Education Pol-
icy (NEP) 2020.

Although PM-SHRIwas ap-
proved in 2022, West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, and Kerala remain
the only states yet to imple-
ment the scheme. The Educa-
tion Ministry haslinked the re-
lease of Samagra Shiksha funds
tosupport the implementation
ofthe Rightto Education Actto
the adoption of PM-SHRI.

Asaresult, these states have
seen their central funding for
school education withheld or
only partially released since the
2023-24 fiscal year. Samagra
Shiksha is typically funded

PM-SHRIaimsto
upgrade existing
schoolsinto
“exemplar”
institutions that
showcasethe
implementation of
the NEP

through a 60:40 split between
the Centre and the states.

Kerala and Tamil Nadu op-
posed the memorandum of
understanding (MoU) because
it requires states to implement
the NEP “in its entirety.” West
Bengal objected to the ‘PM-
SHRI prefix being applied to
schools where the state govern-
ment bears 40 per cent of the
Ccost.

In Bengal, the transition
from the Trinamool Congress
(TMC)toaBJP-led administra-
tion is expected to remove the
hurdles that previously stalled
the scheme. Similarly, in Tamil
Nadu and Kerala, the shift away
from the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) and the Left
Democratic Front (LDF), re-
spectively, may end resistance
to the scheme. The Congress-
led United Democratic Front
(UDF) and actor Vijay's Tami-

laga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)-
led governments are set to
come to power in Kerala and
Tamil Nadu, respectively.

Kerala MoU

While Kerala finally signed
an MoU with the Centre for PM-
SHRIin October 2025, the state
putitsimplementation on hold
after the Communist Party of
India (CPI), an alliance partner
in the LDF, objected to the
agreement.

Keralathensetup aCabinet
sub-committee to examine the
matter. Then Opposition
Leader V D Satheesan of the
Congress slammed the LDF
government’s decision to sign
the MoU, alleging a “link” be-
tween the ruling CPI(M) and
the BJP.

Ironically, other Congress-
ruled stateslike Karnataka and
Telangana have, however, im-
plemented PM-SHRI. Similarly,
Aam Aadmi Party-led govern-
ments in Punjab and Delhi re-
lented in 2024 after the Centre
withheld their respective Sa-
magra Shiksha grants.

The education ministry of-
ficial said that Kerala was re-
quested to attend a project ap-
proval board meeting for the
scheme after the MoU was
signed, but this did not take
place.

Senior Congress leaderV D
Satheesan at the Idea Exchange
on Wednesday

cussions would be held with
MLAs and their opinions taken,
and reported to the party presi-
dent. “Everything will be con-
sidered to make a decision.”

About whether he would ac-
cept the decision of the high
command, whoever it chooses,
Satheesan said it was “a hypo-
thetical question”.

Talking about his own
leadership, Satheesan said the
“homework” started two years
ahead of the elections. “We con-
ducted a health conclave, an
education conclave and an in-
dustrial conclave. We inter-
acted with many expertsinside
and outside the country on
many subjects. Then we pre-

pared special documents and
presented them before the
people,” he said.

The people believed that if
the UDF came to power, it
would address the areas where
the previous government had
failed, Satheesan said. He
called “the erosion of the
CPI(M)’s roots” a big factor in
the LDF’s loss, with it winning
just 35 seats against the UDF’s
102. “The LDF is now the ex-
treme right. We are the Nehru-
vian Left,” Satheesan said.

The “adamant stand taken
onsecularism” by the Congress
was another reason for the
party’swin, Satheesan said. He
faced resistance from within
own ranks over this, as the
CPI(M) too tried to woo com-
munities in a state where both
Christians and Muslims are in
significant numbers.

“Whenever religious
leaders, whoever, started a hate
campaign, we said, ‘No, don't
speak communalism. Don't
start hate campaigns’. That was
astrict positioning... Our strong
secular stand without any dilu-
tion was accepted by the people
of Kerala,” he said, noting the
party’s rejection of the offer of
support by the Social Demo-

cratic Party of India, the politi-
cal arm of the banned Popular
Front of India.

Onwhat was ailing the Con-
gress nationally, with the As-
sembly results in other states
marking a further shrinking of
the party, Satheesan said politi-
cal parties need to be “election-
oriented” and speak the lan-
guage that the young
generation  understands.
“Strengthening the organisa-
tionisimportant... Electioneer-
ing is an art and we have to do
it with surgical precision.”

In many places “outdated
election campaigns” are taking
place, Satheesan said. “Political
leaders should learn the vo-
cabulary of Gen Z. They use a
different vocabulary. If we want
tocommunicate with them, we
have to understand their vo-
cabulary, their thinking, their
thought process, everything.”

On the fate of the Left, now
without a government any-
where in the country for the
firsttime in nearly five decades,
Satheesan said it faces disinte-
gration. “If they don’t correct
themselves, what happened in
Bengal and Tripura will be re-
peated in Kerala, no doubt,” he
said.

DENIAL OF SERVICE, BOT ATTACKS

Thwarted 68 lakh
cyber attacks on
counting day: EC

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

THE ELECTION Commission
on Wednesday said it
countered over 68 lakh ma-
licious hits on its ECINET por-
tal on Monday, when votes
were being counted for the
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Assam, Kerala, and Pudu-
cherry Assembly elections.

While the ECINET website
and app was used for dissemi-
nating real-time updates on the
results for the public, the portal
isalsoused by election officials.

On days when polling was
held, April 9, April 23 and April
29, ECINET got over 98.3 crore
hits and on Monday, counting
day, there was an average of 3
crore hits per minute, the EC
said.

“ECINET cybersecurity pro-
tocols resulted in effectively
countering over 68 lakh ma-
licious hits on counting day
originating from both within
India and overseas, targeting
key election platforms, includ-
ing the results portal,” the EC

2REBELS WINWITH UDF SUPPORT, WINNING SEATS SEE A SHARP DIPINMARGIN
On Pinarayi turf, a question hovers: Did

cadre revolt seal CPI(M) fate in Kannur

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,May 6

IN AN unprecedented develop-
ment for the CPI(M) in Kerala,
sections of its cadres and sup-
porters in its traditional strong-
hold of Kannur district appear to
have used their vote as a tool of
dissent, marking the first in-
stance of grassroots workers si-
lently forcing the party to recali-
brateitsleadership and strategy.

The CPI(M)'ssetbackin Kan-
nur goes beyond a routine loss of
seats, with the partylosing six of
the district’s 11 constituencies.
The outcome has lent weight to
concerns raised by two senior
rebel leaders, who exited the
party in March this year and
went on to capture its strong-
holds with the Congress-led
United Democratic Front
(UDF)’s backing. In 2021, the
LDF had won 9 of the 11 seats.

CPI(M) rebels V Kunhikrish-
nanand TK Govindan trumped
the LDF candidates in Payyan-
nur and Taliparamba, respect-
ively — seats comprising pan-
chayats where the party has
traditionally governed unop-
posed or faced only token op-
position from rivals.

Across other constituencies
in the district, voting patterns
suggest the CPI(M) bore the
brunt of simmering discontent
among its cadres.

Outgoing CM Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, whosoughtathird victory
from Dharmadam, wasjolted by
asharp fallin his victory margin.
Fromamarginof 50,123 votesin
2021, hislead dropped to 19,247.
AyoungCongressleader, VPRa-
sheed, whoentered the commu-
nist bastion with little ground-
work, posed a formidable

s

Outgoing CM Pinarayi Vijayan
saw asharpfallin his victory
margin from Dharmadam

challenge to the CPI(M) stalwart.

A senior CPI(M) leader as-
sociated with Vijayan’s cam-
paign in Dharmadam said,
“There is no erosion of cadre
votes. There was minority con-
solidation in favour of the Con-
gress candidate in three out of
eight panchayats falling under
the constituency.”

Congress candidate Abdul
Rasheed dismissed this claim.
“Thisisaconstituency with 80%
Hindus. The right-wing Social
Democratic Party of India
(SDPI), strong in one panchayat,
had openly supported the
CPI(M) and did not field a candi-
date. Among Hindus, Vijayan’s
Ezhava community is domi-
nant,” he said. Rasheed added
thatthe verdict reflected astrong
sentiment among CPI(M)
workers that the party must be
removed from powetr.

ACPI(M) panchayat member
in the constituency said there
had been strong sentiments
against Vijayan.

CPI(M) state secretary MV
Govindan, in his media briefing
after reviewing the poll results,
said: “The defeat of the LDF in
Keralawasunexpected. All party
factions will be convened in the

next two months. Cadreswill be
given the opportunity toexpress
their views without fear and in
anindependent manner.”

An analysis of voting pat-
terns in Dharmadam in recent
electionsshowsthat the elector-
ate has adopted a flexible ap-
proach. While Vijayan clinched
a big win in the 2021 Assembly
polls, inthe 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, party candidate MV Jaya-
rajan’s lead from the same seg-
ment dropped to just 2,700
votes. However, in the 20251ocal
body elections, the CPI(M) in-
creased itslead across eight pan-
chayats in the constituency to
16,500.

The erosion of votes was also
evident in Mattannur, which
had elected senior CPI(M)leader
K K Shailaja by 60,963 votes in
2021. This time, when young
leader V K Sanoj contested, the
victory margin was reduced to
14,168. In Koothuparamba, RJD
candidate P K Praveen saved
face forthe LDF with a victory by
1,286 votes over the IUML’s Jay-
anthi Rajan. The constituency,
once marred by political viol-
ence between the CPI(M) and
the Sangh Parivatr, is gradually
emerging as a strong ground for
the ITUML.

Senior CPI(M) leader from
Kannur, P Jayarajan, who has
been sidelined in the party for
over a decade, has called for a
rectification drive. “When com-
munists engage in parliamen-
tary democracy, degeneration
can occur in various ways. If
such weaknesses are not dis-
cussed and corrected, the party’s
credibility will erode. Without
addressing these issues, the
CPI(M) cannot move ahead,” he
said in a social media post.

When T K Govindan and
Kunhikrishnan had left the
CPI(M) they stood largely alone,
with few party leaders suppor-
tingthem. They had littletime to
mobilise like-minded workersor
float alocal outfit.

TKGovindanwas even pub-
licly heckled when he came to
vote under police protection.
Such incidents gave the CPI(M)
leadership confidence that the
rebels would not damage the
party electorally. “CPI(M) cadres
are afraid of speaking against
their leaders. Nobody came out
openly insupport of mebecause
of the fear. The leadership be-
lieves in foisting their decision
on the party in an authoritarian
manner...In my victory, the
cadres have told the party the
leadership waswrong,” he said.

Govindan won by a margin
of 12,568 votes in a seat where
party state secretary MV Govin-
dan had secured a majority of
22,689in2021. This time, PK
Shyamala, MV Govindan’s wife,
was the CPI(M) candidate. In
Payyannur, rebel Kunhikrish-
nan defeated CPI(M)’s sitting
legislator T I Madhusoodanan
by 7487 votes.

In the Taliparamba seat en-
compasses the 29-member An-
thoor municipality, where the
CPI(M) rules without a single
Opposition member. Amongthe
other six panchayats in the con-
stituency, the CPI(M)isin power
in four with an overwhelming
majority.

T K Govindan had quit the
party alleging nepotism after M
V Govindan’swifewasfielded in
the polls. Kunhikrishnan re-
volted over the alleged misuse of
funds mobilised from cadres for
families of political martyrs.

said in a statement.

The hits refer to a range of
attempted cyberattacks, in-
cluding denial of service at-
tacks and bot attacks.

The EC had launched the
ECINET app in January this
year, after testing abeta version
during the Bihar Assembly
elections last November. The
app has had 10 crore down-
loads so far, the EC said. The
app brought around 40 of the
EC’s existing apps and portals
together, covering a range of
services for voters and officials
alike. During the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls started by the EC last year,
electors submitted forms and
documents through ECINET,
which was then used by offi-
cials to process the same.

“ECI’s robust IT platform
ECINET played a centralrolein
streamliningelection processes
including real-time monitor-
ing, enabling faster reporting,
and enhancing transparency
during the general elections to
legislative Assemblies and by-
elections 2026,” the EC said.

Congress leader Pawan Khera
in New Delhi on Wednesday. p1i

Congress seeks
repollinseats
wheremarginis
less than votes
deletedinSIR

New Delhi: The Congress on
Wednesday demanded a repoll
in 50 assembly seats in West
Bengal where, it claimed, the
victory margin is less than the
total votes deleted during SIR,
and urged the Supreme Court to
stepin.

Congress leader Pawan
Kheraalleged large-scale electo-
ralmanipulation in West Bengal
and Assam and said that after re-
storing the voting rights of
people, polling should be held
afresh in such assembly consti-
tuencies.

Launchingascathingattack
onthe BJP, Kherasaid that elec-
toral rolls were being “deliber-
ately manipulated” and
democratic institutions “com-
promised” to engineer favour-
able outcomes for the ruling
party. “Abki baar loktantra ka
antim sanskar (this time it will
bethelastrites for democracy),”
hesaid.

Khera alleged that the BJP
had weaponised SIR as a tool to
snatch away the fundamental
right to vote. Under SIR, he al-
leged, electoral rolls had been se-
lectively manipulated in elec-
tion-bound states. PTI

With BJP’s win in Bengal, stand-off with Centre set
to end, paving way for resumption of key schemes

Harikishan Sharma
New Delhi, May 6

THE BJP’s victory in the West
Bengal Assembly elections is
expected to clear the path for
the resumption of funding
under key central schemes,
which had been stalled for
years dueto a prolonged stand-
off between the NDA govern-
ment at the Centre and the Ma-
mata Banerjee-led TMC
government in the state.

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, who
also holds Rural Development
portfolio, said on Monday that
all the development work in-
cludingthe Viksit Bharat-Guar-
antee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM
G) Act, 2025 will be imple-
mented in the state at a faster
pace.

“The work was halted be-
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cause irregularities had oc-
curred... The state government
took no action against those re-
sponsible for these irregular-
ities. The funds allocated for
these schemes were intended
for the poor, not for misuse...
They changed the name of the
scheme to Bangla Yojana...
Now, all developmental works
including VB-G RAM G will be
done at a fast pace,” Chouhan
told The Indian Express.

Chouhan said the rules and
guidelines of the VB-GRAM G
have been finalised and the
same will be rolled out very
soon.

Termingthe BJP’svictoryin
the West Bengal Assembly polls
a “bhavuk pal (an emotional
moment)”, Chouhan said he
held several meetings during
the Assembly election cam-
paign in the state.

The Centre enacted the VB-
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Now, all developmental works
including VB-G RAM G will be
done at a fast pace: Union
Agriculture Minister Chouhan

GRAMGIlawlastyearreplacing
the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Act, 2005.

The Centre had stopped the
release of funds to West Bengal
with effect from March 9, 2022
“due to non-compliance of di-
rectives of central government”,
by invoking Section 27 of the

New Delhi

MGNREGA, 20085. Since then,
no work under the NREGS has
happened in the state. Before
the scheme's suspension, West
Bengal wasamongthe top states
— 51to 80 lakh families in the
state availed it annually be-
tween 2014-15 and 2021-22. The
total spending under the
MGNREGS in West Bengal was
well over Rs 10,000 crore per
annum (Rs10,027 crore in 2020-
21 and Rs 10,907 crore in 2021-
22).

Sources in the West Bengal
government say the total Cen-
tral share (both actual and pro-
jected) could be around Rs
43,000 crore forthe MGNREGS.
The projected NREGS dues are
calculated based on average an-
nual spending (about Rs10,000
crore) under the scheme in the
state before it was halted in
March 2022. According to the
sources, a Central share of Rs

24,275 crore is due for PMAY-G.
The Centre had stopped release
of fundsunder the rural housing
scheme following complaints of
alleged irregularities in the im-
plementation of the scheme in
the state.

However, the Centre pegs
the dues at a much lower level.
Responding to a starred ques-
tion asked by TMC member
Jawhar Sircar, Chouhan’s prede-
cessor and then rural develop-
ment minister Giriraj Singh on
December 6,2023 informed the
RajyaSabhathat a total amount
of Rs 13,965.91 crore was pend-
ing as central share for two
schemes —MGNREGS and
PMAY-G.

According to the sources at
the Union Ministry of Rural De-
velopment, an amount of Rs
3083 crore was outstanding to
West Bengal under the MG-
NREGS as on March 9,2022.
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SHRI RAMDHARI SINGH DINKAR MEMORIAL LECTURE

Despite constitutional sateguards, social
justice remain far from resolved, says CJI

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

POINTING OUT that instances
of discrimination based on
caste, class, economic status,
and identity continue to exist
despite constitutional safe-
guards, Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant said on Wednesday
that true justice is realised
when society itself is prepared
to look inward and embrace
change.

Delivering the Rashtrakavi
Shri Ramdhari Singh Dinkar
8th Memorial Lecture, the CJI
regretted that issues concern-
ing social justice and human
dignity remain far from re-
solved. He said in contempor-
ary India, alongside develop-
ment, itisequally essential that
one accords the same priority

Anil Parab. four
others acquitted
incase linked to

Dapoliresort

Sadaf Modak
Mumbai, May 6

SENA UBT leader Anil Parab
and four others were acquitted
inacaselinked toaresortin Da-
poli in Ratnagiri.

A special courtin Khed, Rat-
nagiri cleared them of charges
including cheating, forgery and
criminal conspiracy of the In-
dian Penal Code, and relevant
sections of the Prevention of
Corruption Act.

MLCParab, sarpanch Suresh
Tupe, gramsevak Anant Koli,
Sudhir Pardule, a circle officer,
and Jayram Deshpande, sub-di-
visional officer, were acquitted
by the court.

The case was based on a
complaint by BJP leader Kirit
Somaiya, who had alleged that
illegal permission was acquired
for the construction of Sai Re-
sort, on land falling under coas-
tal zone regulations.

It was also alleged that the
local gram panchayat was
cheated for taxation purposes,
during the construction of the
project. The court said that these
allegations were not proved.

The court said that although
Somaiya was an important wit-
ness, he was not examined.

“He was the important wit-
ness. However, prosecution has
notexamined Kirit Somaiyyato
provethe offence againsttheac-
cused,” specialjudge PS Chand-
gudesaid in the order. The court
said that there was no proofthat
the publicservantsnamedinthe
case as accused had made any
pecuniary gains or had dispro-
portionate sources of income.

The courtsaid that there was
also no proof brought before it
that the officials had illegally
sanctioned permission for con-
struction in a coastal regulation
zone. It also said that no offence
was proved that the assessment
of the building for taxation was
done before the construction
was completed. Parab'slawyer S
S Butala had said that the there
was no proofthat any losses were
caused to the government.

“The prosecution has not
proved that the accused No.1 to
5 in collusion with each other
have committed the offences as
alleged,’ the court said.

A separate case was filed by
the Enforcement Directorate
based on these allegations,
which remains pending.

to social, economic, and politi-
cal equality of status and op-
portunity, as well as to the dig-
nity of the individual, as is
enshrined in the Preamble of
the Constitution.

The CJI said that amid the
unprecedented technological
advancement, the question
persists whether all sections of
society are benefitting from it.
He said courts play a pivotal
role in the pursuit ofjustice, but
justice is not confined merely
to verdicts.

He pointed out that the law
provides a framework and a di-
rection, yet the responsibility to
walkin that direction rests with
society itself. If people’s mind-
set lacks the values of equality,
sensitivity, and respect, the
reach of the law will remain li-
mited, he said.

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant

Referring to Dinkar’s poem
“Rashmirathi” based on thelife
of Mahabharta’s Karna, the CJI
said through the character,
Dinkar haslaunched a scathing
critique of a society where an
individual’s identity is deter-
mined not by their deeds, but

JABALPUR CRUISE MISHAP
Court orders FIR against operator, says
crew fled without rescuing passengers

Anand MohanJ
Bhopal, May 6

A DISTRICT court in Madhya
Pradesh's Jabalpur district has
directed police toregisteran FIR
against the operator of the cruise
boat that capsized in Bargi reser-
voiron April 30, holding that the
crew’s “failure” torescue drown-
ing passengers could amount to
serious criminal offences.

Takingsuo motu cognisance
of media reports and social
media coverage of the incident,
Judicial Magistrate First Class D
PSutrakar ordered the Bargi po-
lice station to lodge an FIR and
report back to the court within
two days.

Inthe order dated May 5, the
court observed that the boat op-
erator allegedly drove the vessel
“negligently”, leading to the
sinking that killed several pas-
sengers. The magistrate noted
the operator, despite being fam-
iliar with the functioning of the
vessel, “left drowning persons
and escaped safely himself™.

“The vessel operator, despite
being familiar with the activities

by their caste and lineage.

He said it compels one to
ponder whether it isjust to dis-
criminate against someone
solely on the basis of birth;
whether society hastherightto
disregard anindividual’s merit.

The CJI said that through
the character of Karna, Dinkar
champions the ideals of justice,
self-respect, and human dig-
nity — the fundamental en-
titlements of every human
being.

‘Rashmirathi’, he added,
shows the mirror to society,
compelling it to reflect on
whether it has truly succeeded
inbuildingajust society. It does
not merely serve as areminder
ofthe pastbut challenges “usto
ask whether we have truly
learned to move forward inthe
direction we envisioned for a

The April 30 boat tragedy in the Bargi dam area of Jabalpur district

had claimed 13 lives. FiL

and functioning of the vessel,
abandoned the passengers who

were drowning and himself es-

caped safely. His failure tomake
any effort to save them prima
facie attracts provisions under
Section 106 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, and Sec-
tion 110 relating to attempt to
commitculpable homicide,” the
order read.

The court opined that if an
FIR isnot registered and investi-
gation is not carried out in the
matter, thenin "future operators
of cruises or boats may similarly

abandon other persons during
mishaps, leadingto repetition of
suchincidents,” the order stated.

The magistrate said the court
was taking suo motu cognisance
to prevent recurrence of such
incidents and ordered that an
FIR be registered against the
driver present on the boat at the
time of the incident as well as
other crew members.

The April 30 boat tragedy in
the Bargi dam area of Jabalpur
district had claimed 13lives after
a cruise ship reportedly over-
turned during an eveningride.

HCjudge sends young lawyer to 24-hr
custody, SCBA urges CJI to take note

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 6

THE SUPREME Court Bar As-
sociation (SCBA) on Wednesday
expressed “deep concern and
shock” at an Andhra Pradesh
High Court judge reportedly
sendingayoungadvocate to24-
hour judicial custody over a
procedural lapse, and urged
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant
to take cognisance of incident.

The SCBA’s resolution, is-
sued throughits president, Vikas
Singh, underlined that judicial
strength is best demonstrated
through patience, rather than
fear, especially when dealing
with young advocates who are
still learning the profession.

It said, “The SCBA expresses
its deep concern and shock at
thereported incident dated May
5,2026, before the High Court of
Andhra Pradesh, wherein a
youngadvocate wasallegedly di-
rected to be taken into judicial
custody for 24 hours during
court proceedings before Justice

DR. SYAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE NATIONAL
INSTITUTE OF WATER AND SANITATION

Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govt. of India

CALL FOR EMPANELMENT OF NATIONAL
WASH EXPERTS FOR THE FY 2026-27

SPM NIWAS invites online applications for Empanelment as National WASH
Experts under the following categories: ¢ Regional/Bulk Water Supply Expert
* In-Village Water Supply Expert « Hydrogeology Expert « Solid & Liquid Waste
Management Expert « Community Mobilization Expert « Water Quality Expert.
Eligibility: « Maximum age 69 years as of 01.06.2026 « Engagement till the
maximum age of 70 years. * Tenure of empanelment: upto 31st March 2027.
How to Apply:  Applications must be submitted online only. Details of eligi-
bility conditions and other details are available in www.spmniwas.in website.

Tarlada Rajasekhar Rao.”

According to its resolution,
any action that caused fear, hu-
miliation, or intimidation
amongyoungadvocateshad the
potential to adversely affect the
independence ofthebarand the
optimal operation of the justice
delivery system.

“The SCBA respectfully
urges the CJI to kindly take ap-
propriate institutional cogni-
sance of the matter, graciously
call for the relevant records and
proceedings, and consider such
corrective and administrative
measures as may be deemed ap-
propriate in the interest of pre-
serving public confidenceinthe
judiciary and maintaining cor-
dial bar-bench relations,” thebar
association said.

The resolution stressed that
the relationship between the
bench and bar was founded on
mutual respect, dignity, pa-

tience, and institutional balance,
and that advocates were officers
of the court.

“While the authority and
majesty of courts must alwaysbe
respected and maintained, the
exercise ofjudicial powers must
equally reflect restraint, propor-
tionality, fairness, and com-
passion,” it said.

The resolution said thatjudi-
cial strength must be reflected
through patience and balanced
conduct, particularly while deal-
ing with young lawyers who
were still learning and evolving
in the profession.

Earlier in the day, the Bar
Council of India (BCI) soughtan
urgent intervention of the CJI
intothe same matter. According
tothe BCL, avideocirculatingon-
line showed Justice Rao rebuk-
ing a young advocate who was
unable to produce a specific
order copy during a hearing,.

New India”.

The CJI said after the Inde-
pendence, when India was in
the process of reshaping its so-
cial and moral fabric from the
ground up, questions such as
equality, opportunity, and
identity were not merely theor-
etical concepts, but rather the
fundamental pillars of nation-
buildingand the framersofthe
Indian Constitution kept all
these human values in mind.

Recalling the Roman adage
‘if you want peace, prepare for
war’, The CJI said Dinkar too
hasaline which seeks to convey
that it is only when national
consciousness is awakened—
when manliness, strength, and
power emerge within society—
that people offer it reverence,
hold it in awe, and respect its
identity and sovereignty.

Guidelinesfor school
management
committees unveiled

Express News Service
New Delhi,May 6

THE UNION Education Minis-
try released guidelines for
school management commit-
tees on Wednesday, recom-
mending that the chairperson
and vice-chairperson of each
such panel be an elected
member from among the par-
ents or guardians.

The guidelines suggest that
the principal or head of the
school be the member secre-
tary of the committee, which
will have two sub-committees
- an academic committee and
a school building committee.

Releasing the guidelines,
Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan said that the con-
cept of school management
committees is not new, and
they have existed in different
forms before this, but thereis a
need to make the committees
part of the school education
culture. The new guidelines,
align with the National Educa-
tion Policy 2020.

Crime cases saw 6% dip;
cyber offencesroseby
18%1n 2024: NCRB data

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

EVEN THOUGH crime casesin
India saw a 6% dip in 2024, re-
cording 58.85 lakh cases as
against 2023's 62.411akh cases,
cyber crimes saw an almost 18%
jump in the period, according
tothelatest datareleased by the
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) on Wednesday.

Economic offences rose by
4.6% in the period. While
2,04.973 cases were registered in
the category in 2023, the figure
stood at 2,14,379 cases in 2024.

Atotal 0f1,01,928 cases were
registered under the cyber
crimes category, showing anin-
crease 0of 179% from 2023 when
86,420 cases were lodged.
Crime rate under this category
increased from 6.2in2023t07.3
in2024.

Child safety, too, remained
a concern with 98,375 children
going missing in 2024 - a 7.8%
increase from 91,296 in 2023.
These included 75,603 girls,
22,768 boys and four trans-
gender children.

During the year, 27,049
cases of murder were regis-
tered, showing a marginal de-
cline of 2.4% over the previous
year, with disputes being the
leading motive behind the
crimes, followed by personal
vendetta or enmity, and gain.

Crime against women
sawamarginal dip

“Crime against women
showed a dip of 1.5% from pre-
vious year, with 4.411akh cases
lodged in 2024 as compared to
4.48 lakh the previous year.
Cruelty by husband or relatives
was the leading cause of such
crimes, followed by kidnap-
ping, crime against minors, as-
sault on women with intent to
outrage her modesty,” the re-
port said.

In terms of cyber crimes,
72.6% of such cases registered
in 2024 were for the motive of
fraud (73,987 out of 1,01,928
cases) followed by sexual ex-

' ploitation (3.1% with 3,190
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98,375

Crime
against
foreigners

Economic Cyber Missing Crime
offences criminal children against
cases cases children

cases), and extortion with 2.5%
(2,536 cases).

Crime rate, which is a
measure of cases registered per
lakh population, saw a dip dur-
ing the period - from 448.3 in
2023t0418.9in2024.

Forgery, cheating, and
fraud (FCF) dominated econ-
omic offences, accountingfora
staggering 1,92,382 cases -
nearly 90% of the total.

Criminal breach of
trust with 21,251 cases

In 2024, crimes against for-
eigners ticked up 8% to 257
cases from 238 in 2023, with
theft (62 cases) and violations
under the Immoral Traffic (Pre-
vention) Act (25 cases) leading
areas of concern. “Of 317 vic-
tims, 64% (or 203) hailed from
Asia and 15.1% (or 48) from Af-
rica,” report said.

The figure of foreigners com-
mitting crimes also rose 9.7% to
2,792 cases. In this category,
46.6% or 1,301 cases were under
the Foreigners Act and Registra-
tion of Foreigners Act while
19.5% or 544 cases were under
Passport Act, the report said.

According to the report, the
crime rate registered per lakh
women population was 64.6 in
2024 in comparison with 66.2in
2023. The number of cases reg-
istered against Scheduled Castes
(SCs)and Scheduled Tribes (STs)
also saw adecline.

“A total of 55,698 cases were
registered for crimes against SCs,

. . The government is working with a clear

strategy for short-t

1, medium-term, and

long-term effects. The fundamentals of India’s

economy are strong, which has also helped -thi-
country greatly. : | :

showing a decrease of 3.6% over
2023, when 57,789 cases were
registered. Crimes against STs
also showed a sharp decline of
23.1%, with a total of 9966 cases
in 2024, as compared to 12,960
casesin 2023,” the report said.
Among 55,698 cases against
SCs, Uttar Pradesh reported the
highest number of cases at
14,642, followed by Madhya Pra-
desh with 7,765 and Bihar with
7,549 cases. Among UTs, Delhi
recorded the highest number of
crimes against SCs, followed by
Jammu and Kashmir with 19
cases, and Chandigarh with five
cases, according to the data.
“Of 9,966 cases of crimes
against STs, Madhya Pradesh
reported the highest number of
such cases at 3,165, followed by
Rajasthan with 2,282 and Ma-
harashtra with 830 cases.
AmongUTSs, Delhi reported the
highest number of crimes
against STsin 2024,” it said.
Data further shows that the
highest number of cases and
crime rate among metropolitan
cities in terms of Child in Con-
flict with the Law (CCL) were re-
corded in Delhi. Here, 42 out of
every one lakh minors were al-
legedly found involved in such
cases. “Delhi recorded 2,306
such casesin 2024 ascompared
with 2,278 cases - highest
among all metro cities. After
Delhi, Chennai recorded 466
cases of crimes committed by
CCLs in 2024 while Bengaluru
reported 386 such cases,” it said.
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Empowering Businesses, Ensuring Resilience
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Government of India
Public Enterprises Selection Board
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Construction Company Limited
(BBJ)
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. Amvritsar, Jalandhar,
y Chandigarh, May 6
. TWO BACK-TO-BACK blasts
Plcklng Pace near critical security establish-
ments within hours of each
THE WORK of the Joint other triggered panicin Punjab

with DGP Gaurav Yadav on
Wednesday linking it to the Op-
eration Sindoor anniversary
saying it could be part of Pakis-
tan's intelligence agency ISI's
designs to cause disruptionsin
the border state.
Thefirstexplosion happened
around 8 pm on Tuesday out-
side the Border Security Force's
Punjab Frontier headquartersin
Jalandhar, while the second
blast occurred three hours later,
at around 11 pm, near the Army
camp in Amritsar's Khasa vil-
lage,lessthan 20 km from the In-
ternational Border with Pakis-

Committee of Parliament
examining the Bills on sim-
ultaneous elections, known
asthe One Nation One Elec-
tion Bills, is expected to
gatherspeedinthe coming
months. The committee
chaired by BJP Lok Sabha
member PP Chaudharyisset
tovisit Gujaratand Karna-
takasoonto consult state
governments and other
stakeholders ontheimpact
of simultaneous polls. The
committee, itislearnt, plans
tovisitas many states as
possible before finalising its

recommendations. tan. No casualtieswere reported
in the two incidents. Security
In Attendance agencies cordoned off both the
sites, collected samples for
INWHAT insiders sayisin- forensic examination with po-
tended tobe ashow of lice saying that an investigation

strength with national rami-
fications, Prime Minister
Narendra Modialong with
other Centralleaders and
Chief Ministers of 20 BJP-
ruled states arelikely to at-
tend the swearing-in of the
new West Bengal
government on Saturday.
Before that, sources say, the
BJPbrass will attend the ex-
pansion of Samrat Choud-
hary’scabinetin Patnaon
Thursday. Choudhary, the
first BJP Chief Ministerin

intobothincidentsisunderway.

Amritsar (Rural) Senior
Superintendent of Police Suhail
Mir Qasim said preliminary in-
spection indicated that some-
one had thrown anexplosive de-

Bihar, had taken oathina Kanchan Vasdev &
muted ceremonyonApril15.  Man Aman Singh Chhina

. Chandigarh, May 6
No Discontent

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister Bhag-

THE DIRECTOR General of want Mann Wednesday accused
the CRPF hasinstructedsen- the BJPofbeingbehind the two
ior commanders across blasts near security establish-

formations to ensure thatno
one posts or circulates any
written or visual content
critical of government
orders. He has directed that
such posts mustbe deleted
immediately and thataction
isbeingsought against of-
ficers who continue to post
such content. Senior officers
have been directed to ensure
strict compliance.

mentsinPunjab even as the saf-
fron party dared him to show
proofor tender resignation. The
other Opposition partiesin Pun-
jab, including the Congress and
the Shiromani Akali Dal, termed
Mann'sremarksas “immature,”
“panic-driven,” and adangerous
attempt to deflect fromthe AAP
government’s failure onlaw and
order in the state.

Punjab was jolted by two

NORTHERN RAILWAY
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TWIN BLASTS RATTLEPUNJAB

Anotherblastnear Army
camp, DGP sees Pakhand

Forensic team at the blast site in Amritsar, Wednesday. RANA SIMRANJIT SINGH

vice towards the boundary wall
ofthe Army camp, leadingtothe
explosion. A piece of a tin sheet
covering the boundary wall fell
off due to impact of the blast. .
Amritsar (Rural) SP Aditya S
Warrier, said a team of Army of-
ficials also inspected the spot
and assessed the situation.
Meanwhile, agroupidentify-
ing itself as the Khalistan Liber-
ation Army (KLA) claimed re-
sponsibility through a social
media post for the Jalandhar
blast outside. In the purported
post, itdescribed theblast as part
of “Operation Nawa Savair” and
issued threats against senior BSF
officials, including DIG Sandeep
Goyal. DGP Yadav said “we are
verifying” the claim, but added
thatthe KLA isanon-existent or-

blasts on Tuesday night: one
outside the Border Security
Force’s Punjab Frontier head-
quarters in Jalandhar around 8
pm and another near the Army
cantonment area in Khasa vil-
lage of Amritsar, around 11 pm.
Calling the two explosions
“minor blasts”, Mann alleged
thatthe BJPwastryingtocreate
anatmosphere of fear in Punjab
ahead of Assembly elections
earlynextyear. “Thisisthe BJP’s
style of functioning. Whenever
they have to contest an election
in a state, they either engineer
riots, blasts, or create tension be-
tween people of two faiths.
These blasts mean that the BJP
is getting ready for Punjab,”
- Mann said in Anandpur Sahib.
Calling the BJP a “commu-
nal party”, he said, “Now that
the Bengal elections are over,
they are turningto Punjab. This
is how they garner votes by

ganisation and an “ISI stooge”.

InJalandhar,adelivery pack-
age placed on a two-wheeler
parked outside the BSF head-
quarters exploded, setting the
vehicle on fire.

Dhanpreet Kaur, Commis-
sioner, Jalandhar police, said the
vehicle belonged to Gurpreet
Singh, who had come to deliver
aparcel at the BSF complex.

DGP Yadav termed both the
blasts as of “low intensity”. On
Amritsar incident, he said that
while no group has claimed re-
sponsibility, but it appears to be
the handiwork of Pakistan's ISI.

“We assume that, as today is
the Operation Sindoor anniver-
sary, this is part of Pakistan's ISI
designs to cause disruptions in
Punjab,” he said, adding: “A

Mann: Blasts mean BJP getting
ready for polls; Opp hits back

scaring people away. Punjab be-
lievesin world peace and in Sar-
batDaBhala. Thesevileacts will
not work. Punjabis have always
stood like a rock with the
country.”

Hitting back, BJP national
general secretary Tarun Chugh
said: “On one side, the DGP is
sayingthat Pakistan's ISIwasbe-
hind blasts and, on the other
hand, Mann is making reckless
statement. Either Bhagwant
Mann brings proofto support his
claim ortender resignation from
the chief minister's chair.”Union
Minister Ravneet Singh Bittu
dared Mann to “register an FIR
against the BJP” for the blasts.

Meanwhile, replying to a
questiononthe DGPsuspecting

Leader of Opposition Partap
Singh Bajwa questioned whom
the people of Punjab should
trust, the political leadership or
the state’s top police officer.
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handful of elements want todis-
turb the atmosphere at the be-
hest Pakistan'sISI. We will crush
such elements...”

The exact nature of the ex-
plosion and the device used will
be determined pending forensic
examination, the DGP said, ad-
ding that investigations are
being conducted from all angles.

He said that shrapnel from
an improvised explosive device
(IED)wasfound at the explosion
site in Amritsar suggesting that
itwaseitheratimed explosion or
detonated remotely. Investiga-
tors are analysing clues, CCTV
footage, and conducting atower
dump analysis of phonerecords,
headded.

The DGP said investigations
arebeing conducted in close co-
ordination with the army and
other agencies. Asked if central
agencies had provided any in-
puts indicating that hostile
forces might carry out an attack
during the anniversary of Oper-
ation Sindoor, the DGPsaid, “We
arelivingin astate of proxy wat...
Punjab is a frontline state and is
fighting the nation's war.”

On potential connection be-
tween theincidentsinJalandhar
and Amritsar, the DGP said that
no links have been established
so far, although he acknowl-
edged that presumptions could
be made.

APPOINTMENT OF CEC/ECs

Wasn't 2023 ruling meant
for short period until alaw
was made: Supreme Court

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

DOES THE 2023 law on appoint-
ing the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Election Commis-
sioners need to reflect the
principles the Supreme Court
laid down in its constitution
bench judgment that was to
apply onlyuntil alawwas made?
This was the question posed by
a two-judge bench of the SC
Wednesday hearingachallenge
against the Chief Election Com-
missioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term
of Office) Act, 2023.

“The Supreme Court cannot
directthemakingofalaw. Aren't
these observations over 300
pagesajustification forwhat the
court laid down for a short
period till the law is made? Can
you say that the law also has to
follow those observations?” Jus-
tice Dipankar Datta observed.

The bench, also comprising
Justice S C Sharma, asked
whether the earlier observations
in the 2023 ruling only justified
the temporary appointment
framework, or whether the new
law can be challenged for not fol-
lowing them.

In March 2023, a five-judge
constitution bench in ‘Anoop

Baranwal v Union of India’ had
interpreted Article 324(2) of the
Constitution, which requires a
law to be made by the Parlia-
ment “fixing the criteria for se-
lection, conditions of service
and tenure” of CECand ECs. The
court had said that until such a
law is made, they shall be ap-
pointed on the advice of a Com-
mittee consisting of the Prime
Minister, the leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha, and,
and the Chief Justice of India.
Subsequently, Parliament
enacted the ChiefElection Com-
missioner and Other Election
Comumissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term
of Office) Act, 2023, accordingto
which the Selection Committee
would comprise the Prime Min-
ister, a Union Cabinet Minister
and the Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha. Petitions were filed
before the SC citing the exclu-
sion of the CJI would affect the
neutrality of the appointments.
The 2023 SC ruling exam-
ined debates of the Constituent
Assembly to ascertain what the
founding members of the Con-
stitution envisaged the process
to be, and also looked at similar
provisions in the Constitution.
The SC held that the Constitu-
tion mandated a law by Parlia-
ment and did not intend the

executive to exclusively call the
shots on appointments to the
Election Commission.

Senior Advocate Vijay Han-
saria, who appeared for Con-
gressleader Jaya Thakur, whois
one ofthe petitioners, submitted
that there is no change in how
the appointments are made be-
foreand afterthe2023 SCruling
and that the appointmentisstill
in the hands of the executive.

“Whatisthedifference now?
Even now it has to be appointed
by the President on the aid and
advice of the PM and a Minister
chosen by the PM. There is no
change in the position on the
ground...,” he said. Hansaria ar-
gued that the appointments
were earlier done under the
Rules of Business of the House,
which arenowreplaced by alaw.

Responding to Hansaria’s
submissions that various com-
mittees and even the Law Com-
mission had said that appoint-
ments to EC cannot be solely be
left to the executive, Justice
Datta asked whether a 2002 re-
port submitted by a committee
headed by former CJIM N Ven-
katachaliah had suggested in-
clusion of the CJI in the panel.

"No,” the senior counsel said,
adding that the idea, however,
wasthatthe PM should not have
complete control.

208 dishes in UP’s ‘One District,
One Cuisine’ list — not one non-veg

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, May 6

UNDER ITS newly approved
‘One District, One Cuisine
(ODOC)’ scheme, Uttar Pradesh
has come out with an extensive
list of 208 dishes to promote
local delicacies. Except, one
glaring omission has raised
eyebrows —thereisnotasingle
meat dish on the list.

Lucknow, for instance, has
been assigned rewari, chaat,
malai makkhan and “mango
produce”, while the Moradabad
hapsi halwa. Well-known
specialties including galauti
kebab, Moradabadi biryani or
the slow-cooked handi mutton
of Azamgarh are absent.

The scheme, first an-
nounced by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath last December, was
launched by Union Home Min-

~ister Amit Shah in Lucknow on

January 24 during Uttar Pra-
desh Day celebrations. On
Monday, the Cabinet approved
the scheme, which aimsto pro-
mote traditional cuisine
through branding, packaging
and marketing, on the lines of
the One District One Product
(ODOP) initiative. Sources said
the government order for the
scheme includes 208 cuisines,
mapped across18 divisionsand
75 districts (see map).

Food critics, however, have
questioned the exclusion of
iconic non-vegetarian dishes.

“It does not make sense. I
had alook at the list, the one
that stands out the mostis spice
in the list of cuisines from Rae
Bareli. How is spice a cuisine?”
questioned Pushpesh Pant,
food critic and historian.

“.. Thereis hapsi halwa from
Rampur, which is again not a
cuisine... Reori is there from

*MAPPING THE CUISINES

Over 200 food items for 75 UP districts have been listed

under the government’s ‘One District, One Cuisine' scheme

Agra: petha, dal-moth, gajak,

Agra-style paratha Shamli

Lucknow: rewari, chaat, malai
makkhan, “mango produce”

Firozabad: tikki, kachori
Shamli: rewari, gajak |

Gorakhpur

Mathura: peda, chhappan bhog, s
makhan mishri, lassi, khurchan -7

Jhansi: Dal bafla, balushahi

Azamgarh: tehri, white carrot
halwa, laung lata

Kanpur Nagar: samosa, laddoo,
malai makkhan

Bareilly: sewaiyan, barfi

Prayagraj: sabzi-kachori, imarti,
rasgulla

Varanasi: Tiranga barfi, thandai,
lassi, kachori, Banarasi paan,
laung lata

Gonda: dahi bada (Itiyathok), ka-
chori

Rampur: hapsi halwa

Gorakhpur:litti-chokha, garlic
mini samosas, barfi

Bahraich: chamcham

Varanasi

Balrampur: coconut barfi,
kalakand, local sweets

Shravasti: imarti

Saharanpur: honey-based prod-
ucts, chaat

Ghaziabad: soya chaap, pickles
Gautam Buddha Nagar: bakery

Lucknow, which is a sweet,”
said Pant, who is finalising his
memoir on Lucknow food.
Pointing to the range of
meat dishes in Lucknow apart
from Galauti Kababs, he added,
“there are Kakori Kababs or
Char Magaj ka murga, which is
a typical Awadh dish made in
Kayastha houses of Lucknow.”
He further said, “Even the
Government of India admits
that 68% of the population is
non-vegetarian and moreover,
these are acrossclassand creed,
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not just Muslims but Dalits,
Kayasthas and even Kashmiri
Brahmins, Maithli Brahmins or
Saraswat Brahmins of Goa.
Moreover, you cannot [define]
food... with man-made bound-
aries. For instance, Lahore and
Amritsar are twin cities when it
comes to food.”

Writer Himanshu Bajpai
from Lucknow, who performs
Dastangoi across the world,
said the omission was surpris-
ing. “I am a vegetarian, but
when a list of popular cuisines

Express News Service
Lucknow, May 6

THEUTTAR Pradesh Anti Ter-
rorist Squad (ATS) claimed to
have arrested two suspects al-
legedly recruited by Pakistani
ISI agents, including gangster
Shahzad Bhatti, to plan terror
attacksacross the state. Officials
said the accused are Daniyal
Ashraf (23) from Barabanki and
Krishna Mishra (20) from Ku-
shinagar district.

As per the DGP Head-
quarters, the ATS had been re-
ceivingintelligence inputs that
terrorist organisations from
Pakistan were influencing
youthindifferent parts of India
through various social media
platforms. The outfits were
turning them into foot soldiers
and using them as sleeper cells

New Delhi

tocarry out terror activities, the

is prepared, the non-inclusion
of Galauti Kabab, known world-
wide for its ‘melt-in-the-mouth’
texture, comes as a surprise.”

He called for clarity on the
selection process: “If the aim is
to promote lesser-known
dishes, that is understandable.
Butifthereisanybiasinfood se-
lection, it should be explained.”

When asked about the selec-
tion criteria, Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSME)
Minister Rakesh Sachan told
The Indian Express that “itis a
flexible list which can be up-
graded based on public opinion
and suggestions”. “The list is
flexible. The scheme has been
approved by the Cabinet, butthe
list of cuisines can be changed
any time based on local recom-
mendations and public de-
mand, with approval from the
Chief Minister. It does not
require Cabinet approval,” he
said.

Headded thatadistrict-level
committee was formed in all 75
districts, chaired by District
Magistrates and including
teachers, professors, and local
experts, and they made these
recommendations. “Surveys
were also conducted...Itisbased
onthese recommendationsthat
this list was decided, the task
was not easy,” Sachan said.

On the absence of non-veg-
etarian dishes, he said, “Itisnot
intentional. If recommended in
the future, they can be added.
Theideais not to promote indi-
vidual popular items but dishes
that benefit alarger population
through packaging, sales, and
promotion.”

As per the list, each of UP’s
18 divisions has been mapped
withits ‘signature’ food ranging
from sweets and snacks to
staple dishes.

ATS arrests two men
‘recruited by ISI agents
to plan terror attacks’

statement stated, to spread fear
among people and threaten the
unity, integrity, and sovereignty
of the country. ATS officials
further claimed these intelli-
gence inputs pointed to the
hand of alleged ‘ISI proxy’ Bhatti
and his terrorist network who
were misleading Indian youth
through social media, offering fi-
nancial incentives, and radical-
isingthem to prepare for attacks

Afterelectronicand physical
surveillance, the ATS team ar-
rested Krishna on Tuesday and
Daniyal on Wednesday.

The agency claimed the duo
was in contact with Bhatti and
his aide Abid Jatt and, on their
instructions, were planning at-
tacks on important institutions,
police stations, and outposts in
UP and other Indian cities. A
case hasbeen filed against them
at the ATS station, Lucknow.
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CHINA IN MIND, LEADERS STRESS ON PEACE AND FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION IN SOUTH CHINA SEA

India, Vietnam elevate ties to enhanced

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, May 6

INDIA AND Vietnam decided
to elevate bilateral ties to 'En-
hanced Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership', set a new
trade goal of $25 billion by 2030
and increase defence systems
procurement between the two
countries after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi met the visiting
President of Vietnam To Lam
on Wednesday.

Afterthebilateral talks with
President To Lam, who is also
the General Secretary of the
Central Committee of Commu-
nist Party of Vietnam, Prime
Minister Modi said, “We are
today elevating our relation-
ship to the level of an 'En-
hanced Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership.' We will now
steer our partnership toward
even loftier goals. From culture,
connectivity, and capacity-
building to security, sustain-
ability, and supply chain resil-
ience—our cooperationissetto
reach new heights across every
sector.”

India was one of the first

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Vietnam President To Lamin
New Delhi on Wednesday. ANIL SHARMA

countries with whom Vietnam
entered into a Strategic Part-
nership in 2007. This was also
India’s first Strategic Partner-
ship within the ASEAN region.
The two countries elevated the
relations to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership in 2016.
Onthetradeties, Modisaid,
“Bilateral trade between India
and Vietnam has doubled over
the pastdecade, reachingavol-

BJP, JD(U) STRIVE FOR SOCIAL BALANCE

Bihar Cabinet
expansion today,
Nishant likely
to make debut

Santosh Singh
Patna, May 6

WITH THE Bihar cabinet set to
expand on Thursday, Nishant
Kumar, former chief minister
Nitish Kumar’s son, is likely to
be among the two dozen new
ministers from the BJP, the
JD(U) and three smaller allies —
LJP (RV), HAM(S) and RLM.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, BJP national presi-
dent Nitin Nabin, and his pre-
decessor, Union Health Min-
ister JP Nadda, are among
those expected to attend the
ceremony, besides Nitish. The
ceremony would take place at
Patna’s Gandhi Maidan.

Modi and Shah were not
able to attend CM Samrat
Choudhary’s swearing-in cer-
emony on April 15. Samrat had
taken the oath along with two
deputies, both from the JD(U)
— Vijay Kumar Choudharyand
Bijendra Prasad Yadav.

BJP and JD(U) have agreed
on a 50:50 formula, with 16
ministers each, while LJP (RV)
would get two ministers and
HAM(S) and RLM would get
one each.

However, the BJP and the
JD(U) might not want to ex-
haust their complete quota in
Thursday’s Cabinet expansion.

Nishant Kumar

Sources said while the BJP
might get 13 new ministers, the
JD(U) is likely to have 12 new
ministers.

Probable names from the
BJP include Vijay Kumar
Sinha, Mangal Pandey, Sanjay
Singh Tiger, Shreyasi Singh,
Sanjeev Chourasia, Nitish
Mishra and Krishna Kumar
Mantu. Sinha, who was deputy
CM in the previous govern-
ment, is likely to get a key de-
partment.

Likely names from the
JD(U) include Nishant Kumar,
Shravan Kumar, Ashok Choud-
hary, Madan Sahani, Bulo
Mandal, Zama Khan, Sheela
Mandal, Lesi Singh, Ratnesh
Sada, Lakhindra Paswan, San-
geeta Kumari and Bhagwan
Singh Kushwaha. Both the BJP
and the JD(U) have sought to
maintain regional and social
balance with a focus on EBCs.

ume of $16 billion. Today, we
have taken several significant
decisions aimed at further
boosting this figure to $25 bil-
lion by the year 2030. The MoU
between our respective drug
authorities will now enhance
access for Indian pharmaceuti-
cals in Vietnam. The export of
India’s agricultural, fisheries
and animal products to Viet-
nam is also set to become

Defence, maritime
security infocus

Withanassertive Chinain
their neighbourhood, India
and Vietnam have
cooperated inthe strategic
domain foralmosttwo dec-
ades now. Now, with the Viet-
namese President choosing
Indiaearlyinhisterm, it sig-
nalsthatheisreachingoutto
Delhito cooperate ondefence
and maritime security.

smoother. Very soon, Vietham
will get to savor India’s grapes
and pomegranates, while we
will enjoy Vietnam’s durian
and pomelo.” The two sides
signed 11 pacts, ranging from
rare earth to digital payments,
urban management to culture
and manuscripts.

During the meeting, Viet-
nam also joined the Indo
Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI).

On the contentious issue of
South ChinaSea, the joint state-
ment said, in an oblique refer-
ence to China’s belligerent be-
haviour, “Underlining the link
between prosperity and security,
the leaders reaffirmed the im-
portance of maintaining peace,
stability, security and freedom of
navigation and overflight in the
South ChinaSea, while pursuing
the peaceful resolution of dis-
putes in accordance with inter-
national law, particularly the
1982 United Nations Convention
onthe Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),
without resortingto threatoruse
of force.”

It also said that the leaders
underscored the importance of
“non-militarization and self-re-
straint in the conduct of all ac-
tivities by claimants and all
other states, and avoidance of
actionsthat could further com-
plicate the situation or escalate
disputes affecting peace and
stability. The leaders under-
lined that UNCLOS is the com-
prehensive legal framework
governing all activities in the
oceans and seas. The leaders
further called for the full and ef-

comprchensive strateglc partnership

fective implementation of the
Declaration on the Conduct of
Parties in the South China Sea
(DOC) in its entirety and the
early conclusion of negoti-
ations towards a substantive
and effective Code of Conduct
in the South China Sea (COC).”

Underlining that “defence
and security cooperation” is a
“keypillar” of the India-Vietnam
Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership, it said that the leaders
agreed to further “strengthen co-
operation and enhance engage-
ments in both traditional and
emerging areas of defence coop-
eration, including defence pol-
icydialogue, joint exercises, staff
talks, joint research and co-pro-
duction of new defence techno-
logies, enhanced port calls by
naval vessels and air force air-
craft, peacekeepingactivities, in-
formation sharing, hydro-
graphy, defence exhibitions,
capacity-building, defence in-
dustrial cooperation, maritime
security, maritime safety, and
search and rescue operations
based on mutual interest and
priorities of the two
countries.”

MAN WHO LOST PARENTS, GOT HURT IN DRONE ATTACK RECOUNTS STRUGGLES

‘My parents are gone, I am all alone
in world... Govt should not forget us’

Raakhi Jagga
Ludhiana, May 6

FOR Alongtime after Operation
Sindoor ended and ceasefire
was declared, death followed
Jaswant Singh, 33. A drone at-
tackthat hit his village Khai Phe-
meKkiintheborder district of Fe-
rozepur in Punjab on May 9
evening left his parents with
seriousinjuries. His mother suc-
cumbed to them on May 13 last
year, and his father after along,
painful two-month battle on
July 1. “ITwasleft all alone in the
world,” says Jaswant.

With pieces of the drone hit-
ting him in the legs, Jaswant
says he has been left with
wounds that still hurt, with the
pain excruciating when he tries
to walk fast. After the incident,
he moved out of the family
home where the drone struck,
and now lives with his paternal
uncles in nearby Varyamwala
village.

With India hitting terror
bases in Pakistan and Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir as part of Op-
eration Sindoor, in response to
the killing of tourists in Pahal-
gam, the border areas had been
in Pakistan’s line of fire at the
time.

That evening, Jaswant re-
members, multiple drones had
been sighted over the Ferozepur
Cantonment and adjoining
areas. Khai Phemeki lies 25-30
km from the international
border, but drones had been

Jaswant Singh needs surgery
for his wounds, but he can’t get
himself to go ahead with it.

sighted that far in as well.

“A blackout was on, when
one drone fell in the compound
of our house and a parked car
caught fire,” he says. While
Sukhwinder, 50, sustained
100% burns, 54-year-old
Lakhwinder suffered 72%
burns.

Jaswant is now managing
the family’s 5-acre land in Khai
Phemeki village, but due to in-
juries, he depends on labourers
for bulk of the work. The four
buffaloes the family had also
sustained burn injuries in the
drone attackand died later, and
Jaswant hasn’t kept any since
then.

Doctors advised him to
undergo surgery after his
wounds had healed for better
mobility, Jaswant says. How-

Man plots kidnapping of UPSC coach to
recover his centre’s losses during Covid

Anand MohanJ
Bhopal, May 6

THE PROBE into the kidnap-
ping-for-ransom case involving
UPSC coaching centre director
Shubra Ranjan has revealed
that the main accused, Priyank
Sharma, hatched the plot tore-
cover losses after his own
coaching centre shut down
during Covid, police said.

Sharma, son of a retired
BHEL official, spent several
years in Delhi preparing for the
UPSC exam. He appeared three
times between 2017 and 2019 but
did notclearit. After histhird at-
tempt, he opened his own
coaching centre.

"When he made contact with
the victim, he made a business
proposition. Sharma told Shu-
bra that she did not have a
coaching centre in Bhopal, and
that a business deal with him
would provide her with the in-
frastructure and students to set
the businesses rolling with low
investment," said asenior crime
branch officer.

Accused Priyank Sharma (left) spent about two months planning
the kidnapping of UPSC coaching centre director Shubra Ranjan

Police said Sharmaallegedly
concocted the kidnapping plot
to recover losses after his centre
shutduringthe Covid lockdown.

Sharma spent about two
months planning the kidnap-
ping. He allegedly first roped in
three trusted associates — Vicky,
Deepak and Rohit — and then
recruited others from Datia,
Rewa and nearby areas. Each
wasallegedly assigned aspecific
role, and Sharmaheld "repeated
rehearsals to make sure each of
them understood what they
were supposed todoand when".

A flat in Bhopal’s Bagsewa-

niya area was allegedly rented
two days before the crime with
proper documentation to avoid
suspicion. Sharmaalso arranged
a Sundarkand recital there on
the evening of April 29, "so that
the sound from inside the flat
would be masked and nothing
the victims said or did would be
heard outside", the police said.
Akey part of the kidnapping in-
volved an accomplice, Deepak
Bhagat, whowasinstructedtolie
still and appear dead when the
victims arrived. He was placed
inside alocked box.

The othermen allegedly told

the victims that Deepak had
"been killed because he had not
followed instructions, and that
his body would be disposed of."
Police said the sequence was
To lure Shubra to Bhopal,
Sharma allegedly contacted her
in Delhi with what appeared to
be alegitimate business propo-
sal, discussing a new centre, a
seminar and expansion plans.
She travelled to Bhopal and
checked into a five-star hotel,
believing it was a business visit.
On April 29 afternoon-
Sharma allegedly picked her up
from the hotel along with two as-
sociates from Delhi and drove
them to the Bagsewaniya flat.
Overthe next four hours, the
victims were allegedly confined,
threatened at gunpoint and
forced totransfer Rs1.89 crorein
three instalments into two ac-
counts. A video was also re-
corded under coercion, which
investigatorsbelieve was meant
todeterthem from approaching
police.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ever, he can’t get himself to go
through it. “I spent several
weeks in hospital... Now I am
not keen on surgery. My parents
are gone, and I am just carrying
on.Ican’tbeconfined tobed yet
again.”

The expense too is a factor,
addsJaswant. “For the May 9in-
juries, medical expenses were
borne by the Punjab govern-
ment. But who will bear the ex-
penses now? I have noidea and
Ihavenoenergy left torunfrom
pillar to post finding out. Life is
goingon...letitbe.”

The Punjab government
gave the family Rs 10 lakh on
Sukhwinder’s death — Rs S lakh
each from the Chief Minister’s
ex-gratia relief

Senior BJPleader Rana Gur-
meet Singh Sodhi attacks the
Aam Aadmi Party government
in the state, saying it made Jas-
want wait for adequate compen-
sation and ajob. “Normally, the
state government is supposed to
take care of war casualties and
compensate them from the dis-
aster relieffund provided by the
Union government.”

A BJP leader from Feroze-
pur, Anumeet HeeraSodhi, also
attacks the Bhawgant Singh
Mann government. “Jaswant’s
life has been shattered com-
pletely. The Punjab government
needstorealise its basic respon-
sibility.”

Ferozepur Deputy Commis-

sioner Deep-

fund and the dis- shikha Sharma
cretionary fund 0 PERATI 0 N denies any
of then Rajya S d lapse on their
Sabha MP San- Sln 001‘ part. “Compen-
jeev Arora(whois AYEAR LATER sation for both
nowanMLA and parents was re-
a Punjab min- leased and their

ister). Villagers say they had to
siton a dharna for Jaswinder to
get more after the government
announced only Rs 51akh.

Bythetimehisfatherdiedin
July last year, attention had
moved on, claims Jaswant. “No
compensation was given for the
death of my father.”

Jaswant, who hasstudied till
Class 12, says he was also prom-
ised ajobbydistrictadministra-
tion officials after his mother’s
death, which did not material-
ise.

medical expenses taken care of,”
Sharmasaid. Queriesto officials
on Jaswant’s claims of a job
promise didn’t get a response.

As India marks one year of
Operation Sindoor, Jaswant
says he is proud like any other
citizen of the accomplishments
ofthe Indian forces. “Butlook at
my life, which has fallen apart
completely... We have become
victims of this Indo-Pak conflict
for no fault of ours... The gov-
ernment should not forget vic-
tims like us.”

* BRIEFLY

Maharashtra Deputy CM Sunetra Pawar submits her resignation as
Rajya Sabha MP to Vice President CP Radhakrishnan. pi

MAHARASHTRA

Sunetraresigns as Rajya Sabha MP

after winning Baramati bypoll

TWO DAYS after winning the Baramati assembly bypoll with
a'"record margin" over over 2.18lakh votes, Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister Sunetra Ajit Pawar on Wednesday re-
signed as Rajya Sabha MP. Sunetra Pawar, the MLA-elect,
called on Vice President of India and Chairman, Rajya Sabha,
CPRadhakrishnan at Uprashtrapati Bhawan the same day
andtendered her resignation as Member of Rajya Sabha. Her
resignation was accepted by the Chairman with effect from
May 6, the NCPsaid. Sunetra Pawar was nominated for Rajya
Sabhaby her husband Ajit Pawar, the national president of
NCP. She was elected unopposed on June 18,2024. She
replaced Praful Patel, the NCP working president Praful
Patel who had four year term Rajya Sabha term left. ENS

19-yr-old worker
dies, MMRDA

fines contractor

A DAY after a19-year-old
worker died at the construc-
tion site of the Sewri Worli
Connector, makingit the
fourthdeath atan
infrastructure work site
within a week, sources from
the MMRDA claimed the
contractor J Kumar failed to
reporttheincidenttothe
authority. A preliminary
penalty of Rs1crore has
beenlevied on JKumar, and
Rs251akh onthe consultant,
Asystem STUP. An official
from the MMRDA said,
“MMRDA’s safety protocols
clearly mandate immediate
reporting and escalation of
any seriousincident occutr-
ring at projectsites...” ENS

Mansarovar
Yatragets
costlier by 20%

THE COST forundertaking
the Kailash Mansarovar
Yatrahas gone up by 20%
this year, with the total pil-
grimage feeincreasingto
Rs2.091akh, officials said on
Wednesday. The annual pil-
grimage viathe Lipulekh
PassinPithoragarh district
isscheduled tocommence
onJuly 4. Accordingtothe
officials, the rate of the US
currency directlyimpacted
travel expensesin Tibet. Re-
vised travel rates within
Indiaalso contributed tothe
overall price hike for
pilgrims. The Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs collects fees for
the Tibetlegin dollars, they
said. PTI

Suspended over sleaze video,
IPS officer reinstated three
weeks before retirement

Express News Service
Bengaluru, May 6

THE KARNATAKA govern-
ment on Wednesday revoked
the suspension of senior IPS of-
ficer KRamachandraRao, three
weeks before hisretirement. He
wassuspended in January after
a video purportedly capturing
him in a compromising posi-
tion with women inside his of-
fice surfaced on social media.
On Wednesday evening, the
government issued the order
revoking his suspension. “The
Government of Karnataka, in
exercise of the powers con-
ferred under Rule-3(7)(c) of AIS
(D&A) Rules. 1969, hereby re-
vokes the order of suspension
and reinstates Dr. K Rama-
chandra Rao. IPS (KN: 1993)
intoservice withimmediate ef-

fect and the officer is posted
withimmediate effect and until
further orders as Director Gen-
eral of Police (Police Manual).
Now, the Government has de-
cided to revoke the suspension
ofthe officer and reinstate him
to service,” the order read.

Raowill beretiring from the
service on May 30 this year. He
was suspended in January this
year when he posted as DGP of
Directorate of Civil Rights En-
forcement. The video allegedly
showed Rao engaging in inap-
propriate physical contact with
awoman when he was Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP) of the
Northern Range in 2017.

The disciplinary action
against Rao was initiated on
March 18 under rules of All
India Service (discipline and
appeal).

1986 film Amma Ariyan to premiere at
Cannes 2026 inrestored 4k version

Alaka Sahani
Mumbai, May 6

NEARLY FOUR decades after its
release, John Abraham’s Amma
Ariyan’ (Report to Mother, 1986)
will return to the global stage for
the world premiere of its re-
stored 4K version at the Cannes
Film Festival 2026. Considered a
landmark of politically-charged
poetic cinema, the Malayalam
filmisthe only Indian feature se-
lected for a premiere this year.
The festival, which opens
on May 12, will screen ‘Amma
Ariyan’,whichis presented and
restored by Film Heritage
Foundation (FHF) at L'Imma-
gine Ritrovatalaboratoryin as-
sociation with Odessa Collec-
tive. Its restoration was carried
out using one of only two sur-
viving 35Smm release prints pre-
served at the National Film
Archive of India. The film will
be presented at Cannes by FHF
director Shivendra Singh Dun-
garpur, Joy Mathew (lead
actor), Venu ISC (cinematog-

| rapher) and Bina Paul (editor).
epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

The Cannes Classics seg-
ment this year will feature 21 fea-
ture films, three short films, and
sixdocumentaries. It will alsoin-
clude two contemporary works.
The selected features include
Guillermodel Toro’s fantasy fea-
ture Pan’s Labyrinth, Chen

New Delhi

A still from Amma Ariyan, (left)
director John Abraham

Kaige's Farewell My Concubine
and Ken Russell’s The Devils.
Widely regarded as one of
the most radical voices in In-
dian cinema, Abraham defied
conventional storytelling,
polished aesthetics and com-
mercial frameworks to create
films that were raw, collective
and politically charged. Amma
Ariyan’ was Abraham’s final
work of just four films that he
directed before his untimely
death in 1987 at the age of 49.

‘Amma Ariyan’ was not in-
tended for conventional theatri-
cal release but for a travelling
cinema model that brought it
back to the communities that
made it possible. Set against the
political turbulence of the 1970s
in Kerala, it follows Purushan,
whosets out to inform amother
of her son’s death, gathering
companions along the way in a
journey that becomes both per-
sonal and political.

Dungarpur states, “This
marks FHF's fifth consecutive
year at Cannes with a restored
film. This year, we’ve brought
back a rare gem of Indian cin-
emathatwasin danger ofbeing
lost. With no original camera
negative and only a single sur-
viving unsubtitled print, the
restoration was particularly
challenging. John Abraham
was a true original, with a cult
following among film students
whenIwasat the Film Institute
inPune. Shotin acinéma vérité
style by Venu, the film blurs the
boundaries between documen-
tary and fiction.”0
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A good painting to me has always been
like a friend. It keeps me company,
comforts and inspires. — Hedy Lamarr
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES US ALL

Bengal turns new page,
all must keep the calm

N HIS speech after the assembly results came in on May
4, Prime Minister Narendra Modi framed the BJP’s victory
in West Bengal as a turning point. It would mark a break
from a political culture marred by fear and violence, he
said, the state would be “bhay mukt”. Bringing about this
change in a state where political violence has along and tangled
history will require a deep resolve from the new ruling party,
its leaders and workers. The task of rejuvenation and repair,
however, also requires a buy-in from the outgoing Trinamool
Congress. Unfortunately, in the 48 hours since the election re-
sults, the sounds of violence, though much more muted and
erratic than after, say, the 2021 election result, are disquieting.
Cycles of retributive political violence have historical roots
in Bengal. As far back as the early 20th century, the then-undi-
vided Bengal was the epicentre of militant resistance to colonial
rule, and of brutal responses by the colonial administration. The
region saw outbreaks of communal rioting, and later, with the
birth of Naxalism in the 1960s, violence flared between the gov-
ernment and anti-state political parties, and in internecine con-
flict between the communist factions. The 34 years of CPI(M)
rule, as a result of this history and because of the blurred lines
between a cadre-based party and the state, deepened the culture
of fear and intimidation. The TMC inherited that structure,
which it expanded into a parallel network, the “syndicate”, that
became an important reason for its decline. Now, the BJP has
the opportunity to break this dismal pattern. It must not missit.
BJP state president Samik Bhattacharya seems to recognise
that the mandate is not just for a change in government, but for
anew grammar of politics. He has warned party workers against
targeting TMC offices or showing disrespect to the outgoing Chief
Minister. Unfortunately, however, his colleague, Suvendu Ad-
hikari, has chosen the moment to send out a divisive and polar-
ising message: Having defeated Banerjee in her bastion of Bhab-
anipur, he has said he would work only for the Hindus who
purportedly voted for him, and not for the Muslim minority that,
accordingtohim, did not. In turn, Banerjee’s continuing refusal
to accept the verdict undermines the system her party —asthe
main Opposition — continues to be a pillar of. As Bengal turnsa
new page, its new government needs to get down to work to de-
liver onits mandate, and the Opposition must keep it onits toes.
Especially after an election in which people turned out to vote
in record numbers, there can only be respect for the verdict, there
is simply no role or room for violence.

Amid disruptions,
atimely lifeline

N MAY 2020, the Centre had launched the Emergency Credit

Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) to support firms, especially

MSMEs, in dealing with the fallouts of the Covid pandemic.

The facility had benefitted 1.19 crore borrowers, with guar-
anteesaddinguptoRs 3.611akh crore beingissued. With the West
Asia conflict now disrupting economic activities once again,
though the current disruptions are of alower order of magnitude,
the government haslaunched asimilar credit guarantee scheme
— ECLGS5.0. Thisisawelcome measure, which could help firms
bridge short-term liquidity mismatches.

The scheme targets additional credit of Rs 2.551akh crore, in-
cluding Rs 5,000 crore for airlines. Credit will be extended to
MSMESs and non-MSMEs (excluding aviation) up to 20 per cent
of their peak working capital utilised during the fourth quarter of
the last financial year, capped at Rs 100 crore. For airlines, it will
be extended up to 100 per cent, capped at Rs 1,500 crore. The
moratorium under the scheme is for a period of one year for
MSMESs and two years for the airline sector. This should provide
relief. Economic activities have been disrupted across a range of
sectors. Considering that MSMEs are unlikely to have deep
pockets to absorb the surge in input costs and have limited ca-
pacity to absorb supply-chain disruptions, they are the worst-af-
fected. Inthelast MPC meeting, committee member Ram Singh
noted that “high input costs driven by energy spikes and supply-
side disruptions have disproportionately affected the MSME sec-
tor, which lacks the working capital bandwidth to tide over these
shocks”. Nagesh Kumar, another member, had said that the short-
age of natural gas has “affected many MSMEsthat useitasa fuel”.
Airline companies, too, have been hit by the conflict. The world
ovet, there are reports of airlines cutting flights and raising ticket
prices.Inthe US, the surge injet fuel prices, combined with exist-
ing financial stress, has pushed Spirit Airlines to the brink. In
India, oil marketing companies raised the price of aviation turbine
fuel for international flights last week, while keeping it unchanged
for domestic flights — providing some relief.

The scale of disruption warrants that the government con-
tinue to monitor the situation. More measures may be needed if
the supply-chain dislocations persist and deepen. Navigating this
period will require policymakers to be nimble and surefooted.

At Met Gala, red carpet
becomes canvas

NE COULD almost imagine the ghosts of the Medici
patrons applauding from the balustrade as stars swept
up at this year’s Met Gala in New York. Supermodel
Heidi Klum came dressed as the Veiled Vestal, a 19th-
century Raffaelle Monti sculpture of a priestess of the Roman
goddess Vesta. Actor Julianne Moore turned into John Singer
Sargent’s Madame X in a custom Bottega Veneta gown, one
shoulder strap slipping down in a faithful rendition. Filmmaker
Karan Johar wore Raja Ravi Varma on his sleeves: His custom
Manish Malhotra outfit featured a cape with scenes from the art-
ist's Hamsa Damayanti and Kadambari. The theme for the even-
ing was “fashion is art”, and the annual fundraiser turned the
body into an exhibition space — grandiloquent and whimsical.
There is nothing new, of course, in the confluence of fashion
and art — late capitalism has long turned art into wearable com-
merce. In its most obvious iterations, this relationship has pro-
duced near-literal translations: Yves St Laurent’s 1965 shift dress
replicated Piet Mondrian;s primary-coloured grid. The collab-
oration between Salvador Dali and Elsa Schiaparelli produced
some of fashion’s most iconic designs: The 1937 lobster dressand
the shoe hat, a surrealist ode to whimsy. While it took art beyond
gallerywalls, it also ensured that it remained an aspirational ideal
— always desirable, always out of the reach of the masses.
Initslayering of references intoaliving archive, the Met Gala
pageantry seemed to pay tribute to this ideal. A red-carpet look
is at once costume, critique, and commodity. It seeks to borrow
from art notjust its prestige, but also its promise of longevity.

‘Operation Sindoor’s key lesson: Future

conflicts will not resemble the past

YEAR after Operation Sin-
door, it is possible to move
beyond the immediacy of
events and assess its deeper
strategic meaning. Op Sin-
door was more than a successful response
to provocation. It marked the maturing of
India’s ability to employ calibrated force
under a nuclear overhang, while retaining
control over escalation. In doing so, it of-
fered a template for the management of
sub-conventional conflict in a complex,
multi-domain environment.

The most striking feature of Sindoor
was not the scale of force employed, but the
discipline with which it was applied. India
chose nottobe drawn into a wider conven-
tional conflict, despite having both the ca-
pability and the provocation to do so. In-
stead, it demonstrated a doctrine of
aggression blended with restraint — pre-
cise, time-bound, and politically directed.
This was not a restraint born of hesitation,
but of strategic confidence. The message
was clear: India could escalate, but chose
notto. Yet. Credible retribution against the
perpetrators, rather than territorial ambi-
tion, defined the operation. This was a care-
fully chosen strategy from a spectrum of
available options.

For Pakistan, this posed a dilemma it
was ill-prepared to handle. Its strategic
culture remains anchored in binary re-
sponses to either escalate conventionally
or retreat into denial. Sindoor forced it into
a grey zone where neither option was vi-
able. Its military response lacked coher-
ence, constrained by both surprise and ca-
pability gaps in handling limited,
multi-domain operations. Its attempts to
compensate through information warfare
only diluted its credibility, as exaggerated
claims failed to withstand scrutiny. More

significantly, Pakistan’s repeated invoca-
tion of the nuclear threat appeared in-
creasingly formulaic, even fatigued. Nu-
clear signalling, once a potent deterrent,
riskslosing salience when overused with-
out corresponding credibility.

India, by contrast, demonstrated
mastery over escalation control. Without
overt signalling, it maintained a posture of
readiness that was understood, if not ar-
ticulated. The operation reaffirmed that li-
mited conflict remains possible — even ef-
fective — within a nuclearised
environment, provided political intent,
military capability, and communication
are aligned. The stability-instability para-
dox, long debated in the South Asian stra-
tegic conversation, found a contemporary
expression in Operation Sindoor.

Equally important was the execution.
Injusta few years, the Indian armed forces
have adapted to multi-domain operations
without compromising their conventional
edge. Operation Sindoor reflected a level
of jointness that went beyond coordina-
tion to integration. Cyber capabilities,
electronic warfare, intelligence, surveil-
lance, and precision strike systems were
brought together in a manner
that compressed decision-mak-
ing timelines and enhanced ef-
fectiveness. This integration did
not replace conventional
strength; it layered new capabil-
itiesatopit, creatinga more agile
and responsive force structure.

The role of civil-military
convergence stood out starkly.
Sindoor was not merely amilitary
operation. It was a whole-of-gov-
ernment effort. Political clarity en-
abled operational flexibility. Di-
plomatic engagement ensured

SYED ATA
HASNAIN

doctrine

Jointness must be deepened,
technologies continuously
integrated, and decision-
making processes further
streamlined. Above all, the
delicate balance between
aggression and restraint must
be preserved —notasa
slogan, but as a practised

thatIndia’s actions were understood inter-
nationally as measured and necessary.
Economic stability was maintained, with
minimal disruption to markets and civilian
life. Narrative management, though not
flawless, was significantly more coherent
thanin earlier crises. Yet, the operation also
revealed chinks that merit attention — par-
ticularly the need for faster, institutional-
ised communication frameworks and
deeper inter-agency integration that does
not rely on personalities.

The Pahalgam attack that preceded Sin-
doorwas intended to reinsert Pakistan into
the Kashmiri consciousness and to project
its continuing relevance. It sought to dis-
rupt a narrative of normalcy built around
economic revival, tourism, and declining
local recruitment. A year later, that objec-
tive appears to have failed. Local recruit-
ment into militancy remains limited, and
the economic momentum in the Valley
continues. Broader Indian society’s en-
gagement through investment, connectiv-
ity, and opportunity has played arole in sta-
bilising the environment. A return to
pre-Covid levels of terrorism in Kashmir
appears unlikely, though complacency
would be misplaced.

The nature of the threat, how-
ever, is evolving. While local
human resources for militancy
may have diminished, this cannot
be assumed across the border.
Pakistan retains the ability to ex-
ternalise manpower, and emerg-
ing technologies are lowering the
threshold for disruption. Terror fi-
nancing, though under greater
scrutiny, is also adapting. The shift
from traditional channels to hy-
brid models — including digital
and crypto-based mechanisms —

poses new challenges. In a global financial
environment marked by flux, these chan-
nels could facilitate the reconstitution of
proxy support networks. This will require
sustained monitoring and adaptive re-
sponses from agencies such asthe National
Investigation Agency.

Operation Sindoor also underscores a
broader lesson: Future conflicts will not re-
semble the past. They will be shorter,
sharper, and fought across domains that
blur the line between war and peace. Urban
centres, digital infrastructure, and societal
cohesion may become as significant as tra-
ditional battlefields. The ability to absorb
shocks, maintain normalcy, and control nar-
ratives will be as critical as military success.

For India, the challenge now is one of
sustainability. Sindoor has set a bench-
mark, but its lessons must be institution-
alised. Jointness must be deepened, tech-
nologies continuously integrated, and
decision-making processes further
streamlined. Above all, the delicate bal-
ance between aggression and restraint
must be preserved — not as a slogan, but
as a practised doctrine.

The legacy of Operation Sindoor,
therefore, lies not justin what it achieved,
but in what it revealed. It showed that
India can act with precision without los-
ing control, that it can send a decisive
message without inviting uncontrolled
escalation, and that it can align its instru-
ments of national power in pursuit of
clear strategic objectives. In an environ-
ment where provocations will persist and
conflicts will evolve, that may be its most
enduring contribution.

The writer is Governor of Bihar and
former commander of India’s
Srinagar-based Chinar Corps

In war-torn world, Indianeeds

autonomy, consensus at home
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Indiaisa

civilisational
state with the
rare capacity to

combine

cultural depth

witha

modernising

agenda. Its
democratic

ethos, rooted in

pluralism,
positions it

crediblyasa

consensus-
builder

S THE war in the Gulf enters its

third month, the daily bom-

bardment is on pause though

the ceasefire looks more fragile

andurable. Thereisnoescap-

ing the horrific visuals of non-combatants —

wounded men, women, and children —and

the destruction of homes, hospitals, and

schools. Iran seemstobe holdingits ground;

its talks with the US sputter amid President

Donald Trump’s threats and reports of a rift

within the Tehran regime. Yet to blame the

capricesofasingleindividual foraglobal ca-

tastropheistotrivialise the deeper, structural
forces that underpinit.

Our first thought must go tothe suffering
of ordinary people across all conflict zones:
Iran, Gaza, Lebanon, the Gulf, Russia,
Ukraine. Beyond that, one must ask: What
lessons does this moment hold for the
citizens and states of the Global South?

Foremost is the structural crisis convuls-
ingthe West. Western economies are in seri-
ous disrepair, and the extreme Right has
risen in direct proportion to the liberal demo-
craticestablishment’sloss of credibility. The
coalition sustaining Trumpism is a volatile
amalgam: Blue-collar workers displaced by
deindustrialisation, evangelical Christians
alarmed by what they perceive as the erosion
of traditional values, a military-industrial
complex that is the principal beneficiary of
perpetual conflict. It isthe projection of state
power, at home and abroad, that holds this
otherwise incoherent alliance together.

Were the West’s afflictions confined to
Western societies, the Global South — long
subjected to lectures on modernity, democ-
racy, and productivity — might shrugthem
off with forgivable Schadenfreude. But the
tsunami unleashed by the Middle East war
isspreading worldwide. No country remains
immune. Closer to home, the consequences
arealready visible: The 1-crore-strongIndian
diasporain the Gulflives under daily uncer-
tainty; oil prices remain stubbornly elevated;
queues for gas cylinders lengthen; small
eateries shutter; and growth projections are
revised downward.

This should serve as an incentive to in-
trospect, decolonise our mindset and reach
toward a genuine, endogenous modernity.
China’s synthesis of Confucian values with
modern technology, however different its

political dispensation, offers amodel for how
civilisational roots and contemporary ambi-
tion need notbe mutually exclusive. Yet one
must not lose sight of the world’s intercon-
nectedness. Global challenges — energy se-
curity, climate change — do not respect the
boundaries of the nation-state.

What, then, is the future of multi-align-
mentinanageof uncertainty? For India, the
moment calls for a measure of Kautilyan
realism. According to Kautilya’s Arthashas-
tra, the primary responsibility of the king
(swami) is the protection, security, and wel-
fare of his subjects (praja-palana). Legit-
imacy, therefore, flows from the content-
ment and prosperity of the people — not
from grandstanding on the world stage. New
Delhi would do well to set its foreign policy
case by case, protect the diaspora, and secure
access to vital supply chains through prag-
matic bilateral arrangements. The wisest
course remains strategic autonomy.

Domestically, the imperatives are equally
pressing. The government must prepare In-
diansociety toshoulder greater responsibil-
ity forits own security, revive manufacturing
togenerate employment, transcend partisan
divisions in the pursuit of structural reform
and, most urgently, foster social cohesion
rather than polarisation.

The all-party briefing on global security
was a step in the right direction; more such
meetings would strengthen the case for na-
tional consensus. Indiaisa civilisational state
with the rare capacity to combine cultural
depth with a modernising agenda. Itsdemo-
craticethos, rooted in pluralism, positions it
credibly as a consensus-builder. But the
credibility of India’s G20 motto — One Earth,
One Family, One Future — is contingent on
the construction of that consensus athome.

Each of today’s major war theatres lays
bare the collision between two sacred prin-
ciples: National sovereignty and the univer-
sal right to life and dignity. Confronted with
this moral dilemma, those calling on the In-
dian state totake sideswould dowell torecall
Wittgenstein’s counsel in the Tractatus
Logicus-Philosophicus: “Whereof one cannot
speak (clearly), thereof one must be silent.”

The writer, emeritus professor, Heidelberg
University, is co-editor of Re-use: The Artand
Politics of Integration and Anxiety
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Acts of
resistance to
violence, in
everyday life,
appear
insignificant to
overcome a
systemic
malaise. And
yet this
everyday
resistanceis a
necessity

noolchildren

FRIEND of mine —let’s call him X —wasdrivingin
maddening traffic when another car swerved and
almost crashed into him. He was so enraged, he
sped up and blocked the car’sway. Then hejumped
out of his car and stalked towards the driver, who
wasalsoready for battle. But suddenly, something flipped inside
X. As he traversed the tiny distance between the two cars, his
anger vanished, poof! Instead of throttling the other guy or raining
curses on him, X touched his feet and silently walked away.

I recently shared this story with some twoscore school-
children. I could sense that the final twist left most of them sur-
prised and even puzzled. ThenIasked what they made of X’s flip
away from violence. What happened next may well be a clue to
the state of our samaj/society. The first to speak were those who
scorned X’s restraint. One girl actually said, “He should have
beaten that other man; if someone annoyed me like that, Iwould
show them!” Some of those who remained silent nodded in agree-
ment. The majority looked non-committal. One boy hesitantly
suggested that if X had assaulted the other fellow, he himself
might have ended up beaten and injured. There was a murmur
of agreement, even as some still said X should have vented his
anger on the other fellow. Then one boy, who had been silent,
raised his hand and confidently said: “Beating the other man
would just be a waste of time and energy.” So, according to him,
X’s ability to control himself was pragmatically superior. This
view also garnered support, but it did not appear to alter the views
of the earliest respondents, those who scorned X’s self-restraint.

Asmallgroup of Class VII to IX schoolchildren cannot be said
to represent the larger samaj. And yet the ebb and flow of emo-
tionsand ideas was instructive. One, those advocating violent as-
sertion appear to be more confident, louder, and quicker tojump
intothe fray. Two, those who value self-control are confident but
appear less passionate. They seem reluctant tojump into the fray.
Between these two ends of the spectrum is a seemingly indifferent
majority. The dominant assumption of our timesis that this ma-
jority is more easily swayed towards violent assertion. Thisis why
we are told that films depicting vengeful violence are now run-
away hits. To accept this as decisively true and unchangeable
would be fatal. So, how does one live in such times?

First, one can refuse to play along — be more vocal. When you
are in agathering where vengeful violence is being celebrated as
greatness, take the trouble todisagree. Second, the choiceis often
not between violence and non-violence but between wasteful
rage and competence. In the words of Isaac Asimov, “Violence is
the last refuge of the incompetent.” It is important to emphasise
that countering deliberate and structurally promoted violence is
adaunting task. But here is the paradox: Acts of resistance to vi-
olence, in everyday life, appear insignificant to overcome a sys-
temic malaise. And yet this everyday resistance is a necessity.
Meeting those children boosted my spirits because it confirmed
thatthe full variety of views lives on and with it the building blocks
of resistance to varied forms of rage, force, and tyranny.

The writer is the founder of the YouTube channel Ahimsa Conversations
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Barnalaministry expanded

THE BARNALA ministry, which was reduced
in size by the resignation of three dissidents,
was expanded with the swearing-in of 21 new
ministers — one cabinet minister, 18 min-
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BJP to support Akalis

THE NATIONAL executive of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party endorsed the decision of its Pun-
jab units to support the Barnala government
tohelpitavert the crisis faced by itinthe

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

wake of “betrayal” by a section of the Akali
Dal. The party vice-president, KS Hegde,
briefed reporters about the national execu-
tive decisions. However, he ruled out the BJP
joining the Akali government.

Devastating acid fumes

ITIS happening just 100 km from New Delhi,
where laws are being framed to save the en-
vironment. Gas and fumes from a fertiliser
and acid plant have led to residents of nearby
villages developing various types of dis-
eases, hitherto unknown. Over 500 petitions
fromthe hapless villagers to various author-
ities, from the President to the local tehsildar,

New Delhi

have achieved nothing but assurances. The
effectis devastating — even old date trees
and cacti, which are capable of withstanding
the harshest of climates and atmospheric
changes, have been burnt.

New planforborder security

THE CENTRE has evolved a scheme to
resettle ex-servicemenin sensitive border
areas, inan effort to strengthen the country’s
frontiers. The Home Ministry has writtentoall
the state governments to encourage ex-
servicemento settleinthe borderareasand
extend all helptotheminthis regard. Liberal
assistance will also be given by the Centre.
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To teach or toresearch: We must be honest  Opposition must
about what we want from our teachers

ANMOL JAIN

NDIAN ACADEMIA operates on a
foundational fiction that every uni-
versity faculty member is, at once, a
brilliant researcher and an inspired
teacher. Thisassumption, baked into
hiring norms, promotion criteria, and in-
stitutional rankings, is actively damaging
higher educationin India and is simply un-
realistic.

The university system today demands
that anyone wishing to build a career as
acollege teacher must firstearn aPhD, then
continuously publish research to qualify
for increments and career advancement.
While the logic may seem reasonable on
the surface, in practice, it produces a quiet
catastrophe.

Teaching and research are distinct
vocations, each demanding a different
temperament, a different set of skills, and
adifferent relationship with knowledge. A
researcher must possess the patience to sit
with uncertainty, the rigour to challenge
existing ideas, and the drive to produce
original thought; often in isolation, over
years. A good teacher, by contrast, must be
able to break complexideasinto digestible
parts, hold a room, adapt to different
learners, sustain curiosity in young minds,
and build a course that has pedagogical co-
herence. There is no reason to assume
these qualities naturally coexist in the same
person. Itis, in fact, rather rare.

By forcing every faculty member to do
research, we have created a perverse incen-
tive structure. Those who are natural
teachers but lack research aptitude are
compelled to produce academic papersre-
gardless. The result is a flood of substan-
dard research and a thriving predatory
journal industry that profits from it. Jour-
nals that charge a fee and publish without
meaningful peer review are not a fringe
phenomenon in India. They are a struc-

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

Renewing the Left

THE LEFT’S decline must not be
mistaken for a final verdict, as
there can be no obituaries for
ideas whose moral questions re-
main unanswered (‘Left needs
to find a new vocabulary for the
economy of aspiration’, IE, May
6).Inequality still widens, work
grows more precarious, and the
excesses of unbridled growth
are a heavyburden. A renewed
Left could emerge as a
pragmatic force: One that
partners with markets yet disci-
plines their excesses, embracing
innovation while insisting on
equity, that protects growth but
humanises it more.

— R Narayanan, Navi Mumbai

A vital opposition

IN THE 1990s and until recently,
Left parties were best placed to
occupy the vital position of lead-
ing the Opposition (‘On being
left behind and left out’, IE, May
6). They have many positives:
Their leaders’ reputation for per-
sonal and professional probity,
committed cadres, secular cre-
dentials and adherence to prin-
ciples —they were the only ones
who could sacrifice power but
not policies. They also do not
have the taint of dynastic
politics. They should remove the
albatross of outdated ideology
from around their necks. The
nation needs them.

— Y G Chouksey, Pune

Twindilemma

THE RUPEE’S slide accentuates
India’s enduring twin-deficit
dilemma of external vulnerabil-
ity to oil shocks and fiscal strain
from subsidy-driven spending
(“Weakening rupee points to
challenges ahead’, IE, May 6). As
Paul Krugman often notes, for
emerging economies, credibil-
ity in macroeconomic manage-
mentisasvital as reserves. India
must move beyond reactive in-
terventions: A sovereign wealth
fund built from diversified ex-
port surpluses and remittance
flows could buffer currency
volatility while signalling long-
term stability. Insulated from
political cycles, it would stand
the test of time.

— Abhinav Shah, Lucknow

tural response to a structural demand. Add
to this the well-documented trade in PhD
degrees and ghost-written dissertations,
and what emerges is an ecosystem of insti-
tutionalised academic dishonesty sus-
tained by a system that asks people to do
what they are not built to do.

The flip side is equally damaging. Re-
searchers, those genuinely engaged in the
production of knowledge, are poorly served
by mandatory full-time teaching loads.
Good research demands uninterrupted
time to read, to think, to write, to revise. A
teaching-heavy semester fractures exactly
this kind of time. Researchers also face
evaluation pressures tied to their classroom
performance, creating disincen-
tives that are both unfair and
counterproductive. Meanwhile,
studentsin their classes suffer, not
because researchers are bad
people, but because standing be-
fore undergraduates and explain-
ing the basics of a discipline, with
patience and skill, is simply not
what many of them do well or
wish to do.

The question of institutional

The assumption that subject-
matter knowledge
automatically translates into
teaching ability has no basis in
evidence. The UGC-NET, as
currently structured, tests
neither;itis arelic that needs
fundamental reimagining

T —
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rankings adds another layer. University
rankings, both domestic and global,
heavily rely on research output. These
pressure institutions to require all faculty
topublish, regardless of their actual role or
skill set. Institutions have even adopted
policies that structurally prefer quantity
over quality, also termed as afocus on “bib-
liometric output”, and encourage unethical
research practices, includingunwarranted
institutional self-citations and dubious col-
laborations. As Kishore Paknikar has
rightly noted, thisunhelpful race towin the
rankings game has resulted in the adoption
of “research strategies [that] tilt toward
publication counts rather than conceptual
depth.” Due to this, many Indian
and global institutions continue
to boycott such rankings, as re-
ported by The Indian Express re-
cently. Rankings must be re-
formed to incorporate teaching
quality metrics adequately and
bring more transparency to their
evaluation parameters, but thatis
alonger battle. In the interim, In-
dia’suniversities need a structural

separation between teachingand

research tracks.

Such a division of labour is not radical.
Many countries maintain lecturer or teach-
ing-track positions for those who are gifted
educators, while research-track positions
are reserved for those whose primary con-
tribution is knowledge production. Cru-
cially, both tracks must be seen as equally
legitimate and equally rewarded. Neither
should be considered a lesser calling.

With this structural change must come
areform of entry requirements. Those en-
tering academia through the research
track must demonstrate research capabil-
ity — a PhD, yes, but one judged on the
quality of ideas, not the quantity of publi-
cations. Those entering through the teach-
ingtrack, however, should not be required
tohold aPhD. What they must hold isarig-
orous certification in pedagogy. Unlike
schoolteachers, university lecturers re-
ceive no formal training in how to design
a course, structure a lecture, engage a di-
verse classroom, or assess learning out-
comes. The assumption that subject-
matter knowledge automatically
translates into teaching ability has no basis
in evidence. The UGC-NET, as currently
structured, tests neither; it is a relic that
needs fundamental reimagining.

This does not mean researchers and
teachers must live in entirely separate
worlds. Researchers can enrich undergrad-
uate education through elective courses,
seminar series, or guest lectures, formats
that allow them to share their work without
bearing a full teachingload. Regular faculty
seminars that discuss new research can
serve as a bridge between the two tracks.

The urgency of this reform is hard to
overstate. India has one of the youngest
and fastest-growing populations in the
world. The number of young people enter-
inghigher educationisrisingatapacethat
no system relying exclusively on research-
active faculty can sustainably meet. To ex-
pand access without destroying quality, we
must be honest about what we are asking
people to do and stop asking one person to
be two things at once.

The writer is an honorary senior fellow at
Melbourne Law School

AMIT MALVIYA

THE BJP’S victory in the West Bengal As-
sembly elections is not just an electoral
triumph. It’s a turning of the tide in the
state, which has been denied for decades
by cynical, power-hungry politics. The
election results do not merely mark a
change in government; they herald the
dawn of a New Bengal, one that rejects
crime, corruption, and communalism, and
steps confidently into India’s march to-
wards development and growth — in infra-
structure, industry, health, education, agri-
culture, factories, safety, security, and
dignity for women.

Beyond policy and progress, the verdict
marks something deeper, the beginning of
healing. The soul of Bengal, bruised and
diminished by years of corrosive politics,
has to be restored. This is a land that once
nurtured the idea of Indian nationalism. It
was in Bengal’s fertile soil and flowing rivers
that Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay
found his inspiration and gave us ‘Vande
Mataram’. It was in Bengal that Rabindra-
nath Tagore composed Jana Gana Mana’.

Itis here thattheidea of Bharat
Mata took shape in the epony-
mous 1873 play by Kiran Chandra
Banerjee, and was immortalised
in an Abanindranath Tagore
painting. Then came Sri Auro-
bindo’s articulation of national-
ism in his historic Uttarpara
speech, a moment that trans-
formed political thought into
spiritual conviction. His words —
“Nationalism is not politics but a

With the BJP’s victory, Bengal
also witnesses a homecoming
— thisis theland of Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, one of
India’s tallest nationalist
leaders. He ensured that
Bengali Hindus retained their
rightful place during Partition

religion, a creed, a faith... it is the Sanatan
Dharma which for us is nationalism” —
continue to echo.

Bengal is a land of reformers, revol-
utionaries, saints and scientists. Ishwar
ChandraVidyasagar led pioneering efforts
to protect women, a legacy that must now
be reclaimed as Bengal confronts the ero-
sion of women’s dignity in recent times.
This is the land of spiritual giants like Ra-
makrishna Paramahansa and Swami Vive-
kananda. It is the land that gave us scien-
tific minds such as Jagadish Chandra Bose,
Prafulla Chandra Ray, Satyendra Nath
Bose, Meghnad Saha, and Upendranath
Brahmachari, who discovered the cure for
kala-azar. It is also the land of sacrifice, of
revolutionaries who laid down their lives
forIndia’s freedom: Khudiram Bose, Surya
Sen, Pritilata Waddedar, Binoy Basu, Badal
Gupta, Dinesh Gupta and Bagha Jatin.

With the BJP’s victory, Bengal also wit-
nesses a homecoming — this is the land of
Syama Prasad Mooketrjee, one of India’s tal-
lest nationalist leaders. He worked to safe-
guard Bengali Hindus during Par-
tition and stood firm during the
horrors unleashed during the
Muslim League's Direct Action
Day. As the founder of the Bhara-
tiya Jana Sangh, the ideological
forerunner of the BJP, he gave a
rallying call that continues to res-
onate — One Nation, One Flag,
One Prime Minister.

Bengal was home to revivalist
movements within Hinduism.

In Bengal, a mandate for
reform and renewal

Bankim’s Anandamath must be under-
stood in the context of the Sanyasi Rebel-
lion, a movement that stirred Hindu con-
sciousness. ‘Vande Mataram’, born from
that work, became the mantra of Indian na-
tionalism. In1892, Chandranath Basu auth-
ored Hindutva, the first formal articulation
oftheidea.In1905, Abanindranath Tagore’s
Bharat Mata gave a visual soul to the nation.

Bengal also gave rise to spiritual move-
mentsthat strengthened Hindu identity —
the Hindu Mela, akin in spirit to Ganesh
Chaturthi celebrations; the Bhakti move-
ment, as carried forward by Chaitanya Ma-
haprabhu. The spiritual renaissance began
with Rani Rashmoni through the Dakshi-
neswar temple, where Ramakrishna Para-
mahansa served, and led to the emergence
of Swami Vivekananda’s global vision. That
was institutionalised through the Ramak-
rishna Mission. The tradition extended to
times closer to ours, when A C Bhaktive-
danta Swami Prabhupada established the
International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousnessin 1965, taking Bengal’s spiritual
legacy to the world.

That tradition finds renewed political
expression today. The BJP’s victory prom-
isestransparent and responsible leadership,
encourages people’s participation, and
seeks to unleash the aspirations of millions.
This is the beginning of Bengal’s renais-
sance. This time, its rise will be enduring.

Malviya is the national head of the BJP’s
Information & Technology and
sah prabhari of West Bengal

get pasttheir
differences, come
together for2029

MANI SHANKAR AIYAR

ISTORY IS replete with instances of defeat pro-
viding the springboard for eventual victory. Now
that the reverses of May 4 are upon us, the time
has come to transform defeat into a launch pad
for success in 2029.

The starting point must be the recognition that in the 2024
general election, the ramshackle INDIA bloc was only eight
seats behind the BJP. If only the year-long run-up to that elec-
tion had been used to give the alliance an identity and purpose,
Narendra Modi and Amit Shah might have been rendered his-
tory two years ago. As it is, the saffron forces did not take their
near-defeat lying down but girded their loins to take the fight
tothe next stage. Thatiswhat has given them repeated breath-
taking victories, climaxing on May 4.

Is this then the moment of despair for the tattered remains
of the non- and anti-Hindutva Opposition? Has India really
been rendered an ineradicable Hindu Rashtra? My answer is
anunqualified “No, nil desperandum.” In West Bengal, the SIR
wasa fraughtexercise, casting a shadow on the poll process: 91
lakh voters were deleted from the rolls. The total reinstatement
across both phases of elections in the state stood at around 1,600
— 139 names before the first round of voting and 1,468 names
before the second. Such vote “chori” exemplifies the “sanatan”
brand of patriotism, which, meretriciously, attracts a third of
the national electorate. Two-thirds, if mobilised, could still
upset the BJP applecart despite all the shenanigans the estab-
lishment has perfected, in collusion with investigative
agencies, the EC, and elements of the judiciary, to pervert the
electoral process. West Bengal shows that such perversion
works effectively not at the heart but at the margins, which are
often decisive.

The exit from government of such stalwarts as Mamata
Banerjee and M K Stalin to join Tejashwi Yadav, Akhilesh
Yadav, the Left, even possibly Arvind Kejriwal, and that long-
time exile, Rahul Gandhi, in an apparent political wilderness,
gives INDIA a golden opportunity to regroup and present a
united front that could en-
sure the tables are turned
come 2029. A collective
leadership, a cabinet of rivals
as it were, must be the start-
ing point. Thetimetodosois
now, at the nadir of defeat.

But on what novel plat-
form or innovative pro-
gramme can they unite? Fed-
eralism is the answer,
cooperative not confronta-
tional. The Kkickoff point
might be the Justice Kurian
Joseph High-Level Commit-
tee Report on Union-State Re-
lations. It was commissioned
by Tamil Nadu’s DMK government and tabled as almost the
Chief Minister’s last substantive act before the elections. Iwould
be amazed if the new CM were to bury the report forit holds the
road to Tamil Nadu rivalling, even overtaking, the Asian Tigers
— if only the Centre would let it. And if the BJP at the Centre
digsinits heels, that will provide the leitmotif around which the
INDIA bloc might forge a distinctive identity.

The incoming Chief Minister, for all his opposition to the
senior Dravidian party, is also part of the wider Dravidian con-
sensus that rests on three pillars: Inclusive social and economic
development; states’ rights; and secularism. Thisisincompat-
ible with Hindutva’s centralised, sectarian authoritarianism.
That ideological glue extends to the principal opposition parties
of the Ganga basin, to the Left and the National Conference of
J&K, to the motley parties of the religious minorities and, of
course, the INC. Together, they represent up to two-thirds of
the national electorate or, if there are dents in the Index of Op-
position Unity, at least half. They can easily pick up the eight
unachieved seats of June 2024 and, indeed, go up to a lead of
even 80 seats.

Surely, they would have learned the lesson that the saffron
establishment will resort to all the tricks already on display and,
doubtless, new ones, to twist the electoral process in its favour.
Butthereisalimit to manipulation. Winning West Bengal may
expand the BJP national vote in 2029 from one-third to around
two-fifths. The remaining three-fifths is for INDIA’s taking —
provided wisdom, discipline and, above all, humility dawn.

The 2029 elections are likely to be the last that have any pre-
tension to democratic norms. And so, the Opposition had better
shape up now. The prospect of rampant religious-identity na-
tionalism triumphing again — and in perpetuity — must alarm
the INDIA bloc enough to stow away internecine differences
and intra-party feuds for the larger goal of saving themselves
and the nation from the disaster signalled by the May 4 results.

The writer is former cabinet minister

APARNA PIRAMAL RAJE

IT ALL started with an invitation to a
“Casino Royale” party for a friend’s wed-
ding anniversary. “Dress like a Bond Girl”
her text urged, and I took it at face value. I
had alongblue dress, and I asked my hair-
dresser to style my hair into a French knot.
When she was done, I gaped in the mirror:
Isaw myselfin a whole new light. Of course,
Iwasthe only one who followed the theme,
but I felt an intoxicating sense of poise —
and not embarrassment — as I received
multiple compliments.

And sobegan this 50-year-old’s fashion
renaissance. I had always considered my-
self too serious-minded to care about

At50, my Devil Wears Prada moment

fashion. Not quite Anne Hathaway with her
“lumpy blue sweater” in The Devil Wears
Prada, but definitely not close to cutting-
edge either. My clothes were pretty, vibrant
— and safe — away to draw attention tomy
words and ideas, not my appearance.

But a confluence of factors made mere-
consider my sartorial choices. My family
gave me generous gifts for my 50th birth-
day that I decided to invest in jewellery for
the first time. A bestie insisted on gifting
me a collection of makeup. And most im-
portantly, Idiscovered a professional team
to help me overcome my innate fashion
handicaps: A talented personal shopper
who introduced me to a cohort of de-
signers, and a makeup artiste, in addition
to my creative hairdresser, who was tired
of blow-drying my hair into the same curls
for the last five years. They gave me the

courage — and the permission — to expand
my style sensibility.

In thelast couple of months, I've worn
a “power” cape pantsuit for a family
member’s 70th birthday, and an off-
shoulder top that felt unusually sexy for
anight out with the girls. Both shifted my
notions of midlife femininity. At 50, what

I had always considered myself
too serious-minded to care about
fashion. Not quite Anne
Hathaway with her ‘lumpy blue
sweater’ in “The Devil Wears
Prada’, but definitely not close to
cutting-edge either

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

I had once dismissed is becoming an un-
expectedly rich site for experimentation
and joy.

Oncelstarted paying more attention to
my own fashion, I also began noticing what
other people were wearing. And I observed
what we know intuitively: We are funda-
mentally tribal, each tribe with its own uni-
form, its own codes that signal belonging.
A group of wealthy south Mumbai women
celebrating a milestone birthday wore simi-
lar sculpted silhouettes. A gathering of cli-
mate-change advocates had women in cot-
ton dresses and handloom saris. There was
little room for deviation.

As a writer from a business family, I
have the opportunity to move between
rooms — business, creative, philanthropic
and the social sector. Earlier, I would look
toblend in. But now, 'm more willing to ex-

New Delhi

periment. This is a form of reclaiming a
sense of being alive in my body after many
years of motherhood and trying to build a
career. Most importantly, the joy of a mid-
life fashion renaissance is that the gaze
turns inwards. This is about accepting my
body, a struggle in the past for someone
with a plus-size, perimenopausal figure
such as mine. Choosing to be more visible
at this stage in life, when my body feels so
flawed, is empowering, even if sometimes
challenging.

Fashion is not just for the red carpet,
or for the young, I've discovered. What I
once dismissed as frivolous has turned
out to be another way of inhabiting myself
— imperfectly, experimentally, but more
fully than before.

Piramal Raje is a writer and public speaker
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How hantavirus
is deadlier than
Covid, but slower

Anagha Jayakumar & Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, May 6

A GROUP of people on a Dutch cruise ship was found to be
infected by the deadly hantavirus earlier this week. Seven
cases — two laboratory confirmed and five suspected —
have beenidentified amongthe 147 passengers and crew
onboard the MV Hondius, which was travelling from Ar-
gentinato Spain. Three of them have died while one is
seriously ill. Three others are reporting mild symptoms,
according to the World Health Organization (WHO).

The vessel is currently stationed in Cape Verde, off
West Africa. The WHO said Wednesday that three
suspected patients had been evacuated from the ship to
receive medical care in the Netherlands. These cases cre-
ated global concern, though WHO said that at this stage
the “overall public health risk remains low”.

Thevirus

Named after South Korea’s Hantan River, hantavirus
is a family of rodent-borne viruses that can cause serious
illness and death in humans. Human infection primarily
occurs through contact with the urine, faeces or saliva of
infected rodents or by touching contaminated surfaces.
One can also get infected by breathingin air containing
viral particles stirred up from these droppings, according
to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

These viruses are generally not known to spread
between people. Some human transmission has, however,
been recorded in the past for the Andes strain, found in
Argentina and Chile. The people on the ship are suspected
to have been infected by the Andes hantavirus.

The type of hantavirus varies across regions. Each
hantavirusis specific to a different rodent host. Hantavi-
rus pulmonary syndrome is endemic to the Western
Hemisphere and caused by “New World” hantaviruses.
These are the deadlier of the two variants, killing a third
of those who develop respiratory symptoms.

So-called Old World hantaviruses, found primarily in
Europe, Africa and Asia, cause haemorrhagic fever with
renal syndrome. This variant is known to affect around
1,50,000 people annually, killing 1-15% of those infected.
The Hantaan and the Dobrava strains are the most severe.

Similarities with Covid-19

Hantavirus and coronavirus are both zoonotic, mean-
ingthey are transferred from animals to humans. The
initial mode of transmission — and subsequent spread —
isdifferent. Hantavirus rarely transmits from one person
to another. Coronavirus, on the other hand, jumped from
bats to humans, and then freely spread between humans.

Both hantaviruses and the coronavirus that caused
Covid-19resultin serious respiratory illnesses. In han-
tavirus, the spread is relatively slow and limited, but the
fatality is high. According to WHO, hantavirus infections
have a fatality rate of up to 50% in the Americas whereas
itislessthan 15% in Asia and Europe.

Covid had spread at a much faster rate and infected
hundreds of millions of people worldwide, but its fatality
rate was relatively low: about 1-2% of those infected died.

“The pandemic potential of this infection (hantavirus)
islow, considering patients may start experiencing symp-
toms or die before they passit on to others,” said Dr Ekta
Gupta, virologist from the Institute of Liver and Biliary
Sciences and a part of the Covid-19 consortium INSACOG.

Sporadic hantavirus cases have been reported from
Indiasince the early 2000s. There were at least 28 cases
reported in a 2008 study among patients with chronic kid-
ney disease, warehouse workers and those from the Irula
tribe in Tamil Nadu known for catching snakes and rats.
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HARISH DAMODARAN

THE NEWLY elected governments of all
four states that went to the polls — Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Kerala and Assam —
will have one major challenge to confront:
The burden of debt.

Tamil Nadu’s outstanding debt — the
total money the state government owes to
lenders at a given point — has nearly quad-
rupled from Rs2.81akh croretoRs10.61akh
crore between 2016-17 and 2026-27 (April-
March). The stock of debt has also risen
from 21.8% of the state’s gross domestic
product (GDP) to 26.1% over this period.

This debt pile-up has been accompa-
nied by ballooning interest payments, from
Rs 21,449 crore in 2016-17 to abudgeted Rs
78,677 crore for 2026-27.

That’snotall. Ten years ago, interest pay-
ments consumed 15.3% of the Tamil Nadu
government’s total revenues (or income
from both tax and non-tax sources). This fi-
nancial year, that ratio is expected at 22.8%.

Anunsustainable proposition

The story isn’t much different for West
Bengal and Kerala.

From the accompanying chart, it canbe
seen that the debt-to-GDPratio was already
high (30-38%) in 2016-17 for both states.

It has since remained at those levels for
West Bengal and increased for Kerala. The
proportion of the government’s revenue
that goes towards servicing interest on debt
is close to 20% for both states.

For comparison, the outstanding debt-
to-GDPratio for all states and Union Terri-
tories of India was estimated at 29.2% in
2025-26 (the last year for which aggregate
dataisavailable). The correspondinginter-
est payments-to-revenue receipts ratio, at
12.2%, was way lower than that of Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal and Kerala.

Assam, too, has seen its debt-to-GDP
ratio surge from 17.1% to 25.2% over the last
ten years. Interest payments, however,
have been contained well within 10% of the
state’s overall revenue receipts.

A key reason for that has to do with
Assam being a special category state, which
entitles it to obtain 90% of central funding
for schemes or projects in the form of inter-
est-free grants and only the remaining 10%
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The Vijay-led Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam has promised to tackle Tamil Nadu’s mounting debt burden. pri

asloans. For non-special category states —
those neither in the Northeast nor having
hilly and difficult terrain like Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand — the grants
portion isjust 30% and the remaining 70%
comprises loans.

But special category or not, and new
governing party or old, the existing and ris-
inglevels of debt are simply unsustainable
for these states.

This is more so in an environment of
hardening interest rates. On May 5, Tamil
Naduborrowed Rs1,000 crore through the
auction of a six-year state government se-
curity at an average interest rate of 7.49%.
It raised the same Rs 1,000-crore loan for
six years at only 6.54% a year ago.

In general, states are now paying 7.72-

Relief with
riders

The Centre can
restructure its
loan to a state, or
waive or reduce
interest.

[ ]
The relief could

carry riders such
as state reforms.

7.73% on 10-year borrowings, as against 6.7-
6.71% last year at this time.

Unorthodox solutions

The precarious debt situation of most
states, perhaps, demands unconventional
remedies.

The Union government, for instance,
can restructure, waive or reduce the inter-
est, or even write off a part of its loan to a
state. Therelief could be conditional upon
the state undertaking reforms — electricity
tariff rationalisation; imposing charges on
water, sanitation and other public services
to recover operation and maintenance
costs; targeting of welfare schemes to low-
income and vulnerable households; and
devolution of financial powers to pan-

chayats and urban local bodies.

There can be other innovative solutions
aswell. Take the Tamilnadu Industrial De-
velopment Corporation (TIDCO). This state
government-owned industrial promotion
agency has a 27.88% stake in Titan Com-
pany Ltd. That’s more than the combined
25.02% share of the Tata Group through its
holding company and various subsidiaries.
It makes TIDCO the main promoter of
Titan, which was established in 1984 as a
joint venture for manufacturing quartz
analog watches at Hosur on the Tamil
Nadu-Karnataka border.

That company — originally Titan
Watches Ltd — has today grown to a pre-
mier lifestyle accessories maker with a
product portfolio spanning watches and
wearables (Titan, Fastrack and Sonata
brands), jewellery (Tanishq and Carat-
Lane), eyecare, women’s bags (IRTH) and
ethnic wear (Taneira sarees and tops). Titan
Company earned a net profit after tax of Rs
3,337 crore on a total income of Rs 60,942
crore during the year ended March 31, 2025.

Now, how is this relevant to Tamil
Nadu’s debt woes? The answer lies in the
market value of Titan Company’s shares.
That, at the share’s closing traded price on
May 6, was worth Rs 3,86,919 crore. TIDCO’s
27.88% holding in Titan will alone be valued
atRs1,07,873 crore.

Simply put, if TIDCO were to sell its en-
tire stake in Titan Company, the Tamil
Nadu government would be able to mobi-
lise upwards of Rs 1 lakh crore and bring
down its outstanding debt by roughly a
tenth. The annual savings in interest outgo
resulting from it will far exceed the Rs 272
crore that TIDCO received as dividend for
2024-25 from its 27.88% shareholding in
Titan Company.

The election manifesto of Tamilaga Vet-
tri Kazhagam — the party of filmstar-
turned-politician Vijay, who will likely be-
come chief minister — has promised to
transform Tamil Nadu into a “financially
self-sufficient state... by reducing the grow-
ing debt burden... and creating new
sources of income”.

The sale of TIDCO’s stake in Titan could
well be one such novel source ofincome. The
proceeds can be used to retire government
debt, thereby lowering its annual interest
burden. That will make more government
money available for infrastructure, health,
education, agriculture research-cum-farm
extension, and targeted welfare spending.

Finding new revenue sources to allevi-
ate achronic debt burden presents asimilar
challenge for the other states too.

Why SC expanded definition of ‘acid attack victim’in Disabilities Act

Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, May 6

THE SUPREME Court on Monday held that
persons who were forced to consume acid
and thus suffered internal injuries, without
visible scars, would be considered acid at-
tack victims under the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016.

The top court’s ruling was necessitated
by the fact that the Act’s definition of acid
attack victims appears to confine itself to
external “disfigurement”.

Thebench of Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant and Justice Joymalya Bagchi
said the clarification would apply retro-
spectively — that is, from the day the Act
came into force.

The court told the government that the
existing punishment for acid attack had
failed asa deterrent, and suggested placing
the burden of proof on the accused and
making acid sellers co-accused.

The order came on a petition filed by
Shaheen Malik, a survivor who flagged the
gapin law thatleft an entire category of vic-
tims without access to state support.

Thegapinthelaw

The RPwD Actincludes acid attack sur-
vivorsinitslist of specified disabilities. But
the definition it settled on was narrow.
Under Schedule 2(zc) of the Act, an “acid at-
tack victim” is a person “disfigured due to
violent assaults by throwing of acid or simi-
lar corrosive substance.” Survivors who
were forced to consume acid fell outside it.

The court noted the problem was that
“the use of the term ‘disfigured’ appears to
confine the scope of external disfigurement
of the body, thereby excluding cases invol-
vinginternal injuries or scarring caused by
the administration of acid.”

Theinjuriesinsuch cases are equally se-
vere. When acid is ingested, it burns the
mouth, throat, oesophagus, and stomach.
The damage is quite often permanent. Ma-
lik’s petition states that “the corrosive sub-
stance causes intense burns and significant
harm to theinternal organs, particularly the
gastrointestinal system. This often results
in lifelong medical complications, includ-
ing the need for ongoing gastroenterologi-
cal care. Victims of oral acid ingestion may
experience long-term issues such as diffi-

Pendingacid
attack cases

® The Supreme Court
has flagged an ‘alarm-
ingincrease’inthe
number of acid attack
casessince 2013.

® According tocom-
pliance affidavits
filed inthe top court,
Uttar Pradesh has
the highest backlog
of acid attack cases
at198, followed by
West Bengal (160)
and Gujarat (114).
Bihar reported 68
pending cases.

culty eating, swallowing, and digestion.”

A narrow definition

The consequences of falling outside the
purview of the RPwD Actare significant. A
disability certificate under the Act is the
gateway to state support.

Since victims of forceful ingestion do
not fall within the statutory definition, they
are unable to obtain the disability certifi-
cates required to access state compensa-
tion, rehabilitation schemes and medical
support. The petition argues that this de-
nial of statutory recognition effectively in-
fringes their right to live with dignity

The only difference between the two
groups, the petition argued, isthe method of
the attack— throwing vs administering acid,
rather than the nature and extent of harm.

What the petition challenges

At the centre of the challenge is Article
14 of the Constitution. The petition argues
that the law creates an “arbitrary and un-
reasonable classification” by distinguish-
ingvictims based on the method of assault,
throwing acid versus administering it,

rather than the consequence of the attack.
This distinction has no rational nexus to
the object of the law, which is to support
persons living with disabilities.

The petition also pointed to an “incon-
sistency” between criminal law and welfare
law. Section 124 of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita, 2024, treats throwing acid and admin-
isteringacid as the same offence with ident-
ical punishment. “The harm, intent, and
societal danger areidentical regardless of the
method of acid assault,” the petition argues,
makingit “legally incoherent and arbitrary”
for a remedial welfare statute to draw a dis-
tinction that penal law has rejected.

Thetrial backlog

Expanding the ambit of definitions
under the Act is a problem the court has
been trying to address since December,
when it called tardy trials in acid attack
cases “amockery of the system”. The court
directed the registrars general of all high
courtsto furnish details of pending trialsin
theirjurisdictions. The CJIsaid: “Don’t you
think that the punishment should have
been harsher?”

® TECH

With 12 plants in phasc one, India’s chip-making mission sets sights on next frontier

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, May 6

THE UNION Cabinet on Tuesday approved
two new semiconductor plants, including
one that could be the country’s first display
fabrication facility, in a boost to India’s
chip-making ambitions. A display fabrica-
tion facility is a specialised, high-invest-
ment, clean-room environment designed
to create electronic screens (such as LCD
and OLED) by layering materials on glass
semiconductor bases.

With this, the government has ap-
proved a total of 12 chip plants under the
firstlegofits India Semiconductor Mission
(ISM), an ambitious Rs 76,000-crore plan
to kickstart chip manufacturing, after ma-
naging to localise smartphone assembly.

Semiconductors, used to power devices
from toastersto fighterjets, have become a
critical resource amid heightened geo-
political tensions over the last few years. In-
dia’s foray into semiconductor production
and packaging is seen as a strategic move

to insert itself into the global chip supply
chain and to deepen domestic value addi-
tion in its electronics sector.

Launched in 2021, ISM1.0was conceived
as a state-backed push to build a full-stack
chip ecosystem, from fabrication and pack-
agingtodesign and display manufacturing.
Investments of around Rs 1.64 lakh crore
havebeen committed under the scheme. In
this year’s Union Budget, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced ISM 2.0 to
produce equipment and materials, design
full-stack Indian intellectual property, and
fortify supply chains.

India’s chip footprint

The 12 chip plants approved so far are
beingbuilt in states such as Gujarat, Assam,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and
Odisha. They include one full-fledged com-
mercial semiconductor fabrication facility
(or fab), and assembly and testing plants.

© TATAELECTRONICS SEMICONDUCTOR
FOUNDRY (GUJARAT): The company is set-
tingup India’s first commercial-grade chip

fabrication plant. Taiwan’s PSMC is its
technology partner. Coming up in Dholera,
the fab will be set up at an estimated Rs
91,000 crore. Its monthly capacity is ex-
pected to be 50,000 wafers across 28-nano-
metre to 110-nanometre technologies.

® MICRON TECHNOLOGY (GUJARAT):
This was the first project approved under
ISM 1.0 in 2023, after the government
jacked up incentives for assembly and test-
ing plants from 30% to 50%. The US-based
company is a major manufacturer of mem-
ory chips. The plant started commercial
production in February.

©® TATA ELECTRONICS ASSEMBLY UNIT
(ASSAM): This semiconductor assembly
and testing facility in Jagiroad of Morigaon
district, involves an investment of over Rs
27,000 crore. Itis expected to manufacture
48 million chips daily for sectorsincluding
automotive, electronics, and telecom-
munications.

©® HCL-FOXCONN (UTTARPRADESH): This
joint venture (JV) is setting up a Rs 3,700
crore outsourced semiconductor assembly

and test (OSAT) facility in Jewar, with op-
erations expected by 2028. Located near
Noida International Airport, the plant will
produce display driver chips with a capac-
ity of 20,000 wafers per month.

® KAYNES SEMICON (GUJARAT): The
plantin Sanand isaRs 3,300 crore OSAT fa-
cility with a capacity of up to 60 lakh chips
per day. It focuses on producing power
modules for electric vehicles and industrial
applications. This plant started commer-
cial operations in March 2026.

® CG SEMI (GUJARAT): This OSAT plant
in Sanand — a JV between CG Power and
Renesas Electronics and Stars Microelec-
tronics — is being developed at an invest-
ment of over Rs 7,600 crore.

® SICSEM (ODISHA): The Rs 2,066-crore
assembly, test, marking, and packaging
(ATMP) facility will produce silicon car-
bide-based diodes and MOSFETs.

® 3D GLASS SOLUTIONS (ODISHA): The
US-based company is implementing
India’s first advanced 3D chip packaging
unit through its wholly owned Indian sub-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

sidiary Heterogeneous Integration Packag-
ing Solutions Pvt Ltd. The project is funded
by Intel, among others.

© ADVANCED SYSTEMIN PACKAGE TECH-
NOLOGIES (ANDHRA PRADESH): The com-
pany will set up asemiconductor manufac-
turing unit under a technology tie-up with
South Korea’s APACT Co. Ltd, with an an-
nual capacity of 96 million units.

©® CONTINENTAL DEVICE (PUNJAB): The
company will expand its discrete semicon-
ductor manufacturing facility at Mohali,
whereupon it will manufacture high-power
discrete semiconductor devices: individual
electronic components designed to perform
asingle, fundamental electrical function.

® CRYSTAL MATRIX (GUJARAT): The com-
pany will set up a Rs 3,068-crore compound
semiconductor fabrication and assembly
unit for manufacturing Mini/Micro-LED dis-
play modules, after the Cabinet’s approval
on Tuesday. Once functional, this would be
thefirstsuchfacility in India. The display fab
industryislargely concentrated in countries
such as Japan and South Korea until now.

New Delhi

@ SUCHISEMICON (GUJARAT): The com-
pany will set up an OSAT facility in Surat
worth Rs 868 crore for manufacturing dis-
crete semiconductors.

ISM2.0

The government is working on the next
iteration of the plan, and could approve a
scheme with an outlay of around $11 bil-
lion, The Indian Express had reported ear-
lier. While ISM 1.0 focused on attracting
chipmaking infrastructure to India, ISM 2.0
islikely to offer greater support to ancillary
industries such as gases, chemicals and
capital goods, among others.

UnderISM 2.0, the government could re-
duce the capex subsidy for ATMP or OSAT
plants from the current S0%. The govern-
ment could also offer capital equipment and
ecosystem supportsuch asgases, chemicals,
and raw materials needed at assembly and
testing plants. ISM 2.0 could also see amuch
more significant design-side push, and tie
incentives to the amount of market capital
companies are able to raise.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, John Francis S/0O Francis K.
Johnbornon 27/06/2001
residing at F-401, Bhagywan
Apartment, Mayur Vihar Phase
1, Delhi-110091, have changed
my name to John Francis
Kuruthukulam vide affidavit
dated 04/05/2026 at Gautam
Budh Nagar.

0050288842-1

I,hitherto known as AKHILESH
KUMAR,S/0-RAJARAM
PANDEY,R/0 KHASRA.NO-
648,GROUND-FLOOR EXTENDED
LAL-DORA,GALI.NO-0,NEAR-
BADA SHIV MANDIR, VILLAGE-
ALIPUR DELHI-110036,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
AKHILESH PANDEY

0040852986-7

I,Vinod Kumar Burakoti,S/o Sh.
Suresha Nand,R/0-203, Niti
Khand-2, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad,have changed my
name Vinod Burakoti forever.

0040852883-5

I, Jameela Bano Spouse of No-
9109994W,Hav Shabier Ahmad
Ganie, Resident of Vill-
Qazipora, P/O- Bandipora,
Tehsil/District-Bandipora. In
my husband’s service records
my name has been wrongly
mentioned as Jameela Bano
instead of Jameela Akhter. It
needs correction,vide affidavit
no-IN-JK23992055080682Y
dated-06-05-2026 before
Judicial Magistrate 1st Class
Bandipora.

0020513202-1

I, Harpreet Kaur Bains D/o Vikas
Dehal R/0 Q.No.711, Type-2,
Block-A, Thyagraj Nagar, Delhi
have changed my name to
Harpreet Kaur.

0071033906-1

I, GOURAV SINGH R/0-
92/C,Munirka Village, JNU,
Delhi-67 have changed my
name to GOURAV SINGH
RATHOUR.

0071033901-1

I, Ekta Jain Sethia D/o Anandi
Jain & Pannalal Jain, W/o
Gaurav Kumar Sethia R/o G-18,
Ground Floor, East of Kailash,
Sriniwaspuri, Delhi-65, inform
that AnandiJainand Anu Jain
are pertaintoone and the
same person.

0040852966-1

I, Arul Prakasam S/o
Vedhachalam Thanakodi R/o
E904, Exotica Fresco
Appartment, Sec-137, Noida
have changed my name to
Thanakodi Arul Prakasam.

0071033874-1

I, AJAY KUAMAR,S/o0 VED
PARKASH,residing-at,F-1, Fire-
Station,Rohini, Sector-05,P.0-
Rohini, Sector-07,Distt-North-
West Delhi, Pincode-110085,
have changed my name to
AJAY KUMAR SHARMA,
Permanently

0040852913-1

I Wasiq Hussain S/0, Zahid
HusainR/o0M-21/13a, ground
Floor,Lane-2, near Khalilullah
Masjid, batla House, jamia
Nagar, okhla, new Delhi-110025
have changed my name to
Wasiq Husain.

0040852972-1

I Tina Verma D/o Yashpaul
VermaR/0 A-2/90, Block A2,
VTC:Rajouri Garden, PO:Tagore
Garden S.0., West Delhi, Delhi -
110027 have changed my name
to Teena Verma for all
purposes.

0040852857-2

I Rohit Mansukhlal Parekh S/o-
Mansukh Lal Parekh R/0-B-
79,Gujarat Appartment,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034 have
changed my-name to Rohit
Parekh for all purposes.

0040852912-1

I Mafri Kumari. T D/o Tikmaram
and W/o Santosh Kumar
Choudhary R/o C-69, 2nd Floor,
Vivek Vihar Phase-1, Vivek
Vihar, Jhilmil, Delhi-110095,
have changed my name to
Mafri Tikmaram for all future
purposes

0071033871-1

| Kushbuda Khatoon W/o Md
Laddu Rain R/o I-Block, H. No.
124, Shakarpur, J.J. Colony
Saraswati Vihar, Delhi-34, have
changed my minor child’s
name from MISKINA KHATUN to
SOBIYA PARVIN for all future
purposes.

0040852495-1

| Kuldeep Singh Resident Of
Banshi Vihar Colony
Patiyawala Mohalla Sikandar
Kampoo, Ajaypur, Gwalior,
Madhya Pradesh Have
Changed My Son’s Name From
Vihaan Singh Rajawat To
Harshvardhan Singh Vide
Affidavit Dated 03/02/2026
Before District And Session
Court Gwalior.

0071033907-1

| Gourav alias Gaurav S/o Rajpal
R/o H.No.45, GaliNo.2, Ramesh
Tyagi Colony, Jharoda, Majra,
Burari,North Delhi, Delhi-
110084 have changed my name
to Gaurav for all purposes.

0040852857-1

I, Bhawna Pandey D/o Badri
Prasad R/0 RZ-24, Gali No-4,
Near Dabri Police Station,
Sitapuri, Dabri, New Delhi-
110045 have changed my name
toBhawnaSharma.

0040852984-2

‘I, MD HASNAIN R/0-RZ-2107, Gali
No-26, Tughlakabad
Extn.,Kalkaji, Delhi-19 have
changed my name to MOHD
HASNAIN. 0071033898-1

I,hitherto known as SALMA,D/O-
ALIMUDDIN, W/O-NASEER
AHMED,R/0O-H.NO-1871,GALI
PATTE-
WALI,SUIWALAN,DARYAGANJ,D
ELHI-110002.have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as RUBY NASEER.

0040852988-8

I, Bhawna Sharma D/o Badri
Prasad R/o0 RZ-24, Gali No-4,
Near Dabri Police Station,
Sitapuri, Dabri, New Delhi-
110045 have changed the name
of my minor son Gaurav
Pandey aged 16 years and he
shall hereafter be known as
Gaurav Sharma.

0040852984-1

ILVinod Dewan,S/0-Krishan
Chand,R/0-W-7/9,W-7 Lane-
Western Avenue Sainik
Farms,Delhi-110062,have
changed my nameto Vinod
Kumar Dewan,for all Purposes.

0040852988-4

LVIPIN KUMAR S/O-VIRENDER
KUMAR R/0-A-1/282,FIRST
FLOOR, PASCHIM VIHAR,DELHI-
110063,have changed my name
to VIPAN BANSAL

0040852883-2

I,VINOD KUMAR JINDAL,S/O-
RAMESH CHAND,R/0-221-222,
FIRST FLOOR,POCKET-2,
SECTOR-25,ROHINI, DELHI-
110085,have changed my name
to VINOD KUMAR

0040852883-9

I,Tasleem Chaudhary,son
of,FAZRU,R/0O-518-
A,Gali.no.7,Rajiv-Gandhi
Nagar,New Mustafabad,Delhi-
110094,affirm and declare that
my father correct nameis
FAZRU but my father name was
written in my all documents
record is as Fazar Chaudhary
instead of FAZRU. So that
FAZRU and Fazar Chaudhary
both are the same one person
name.

0040852986-9

I,Suresh Kumar Singla S/o0 Om
Parkash R/o0 KU-86,Near PU
Ramlila Ground, Pitampura
Delhi-110034,have changed my
name to Suresh Kumar.

0040852999-1

I,Sombir,S/o0 Umed Singh R/o
Village-Jarwa ki Dhani,
Jarwa,Mahendragarh
(Haryana)-123024,Have
changed my name Sombir
Singh for all Purposes.

0040852988-6

I,Sneh Dewra W/o Ramesh
Kumar Dewra R/0-3026/5, Gali-
No.4, Ranjeet-Nagar, South
Patel-Nagar,New Delhi-
110008,have changed my-name
to Sneh Lata Dewra.

0040852999-4

I,Saurabh,S/0-Diwan Singh,R/0-
RZ-B-103,NEW JANKI
PURLLUTTAM NAGAR,West
Delhi-110059,Have changed my
nameto Sourabh Singh

0040852986-6

I,PRAMOD GARG,S/0 ISHWAR
DASS GARG R/0392,DEEPALI
ENCLAVE PITAMPURA DELHI-
110034,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PRAMOD KUMAR
GARG..

0040852986-5

I,Neha Kumari D/o Ashok Kumar
R/o House No0.D-1404, Express
Greens, Vaishali,Sector-
1,Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh-
201019,inform that
inadvertently in the birth
certificate of my son Master
Ahaan Singh,my name has
been mentioned as Neha Singh
instead of Neha Kumari,Neha
Kumari & Neha Singh both are
one &the same person.

0040852987-4

ILNARAYANAN LAKSHMI D/o
SHRIN.R. NARAYANAN R/0
FLATNO.116,NIRMAN
APARTMENTS,MAYUR VIHAR
PHASE-1 EXTN.,DELHI-
110091,have changed my name
to LAKSHMI NARAYANAN for all
purposes.

0040852987-2

I,Mohd Yusuf,s/o-Mohammad
Riyaz r/o-E,42-43 kabootar
market,welcome seelampur
Delhi-110053,have changed my
name to Mohammad Yusuf

0040852883-7

I,Manju,wife of,Sardar Kumar
Saini,R/0-vill-Uday das ki
dhani Radhakisanpura,
ward.no.38,Dist-
Sikar(Rajasthan)-332001,have
changed My Name from Manju
to Manju Saini vide-affidavit,
date-06/05/2026.

0040852986-10

I,MD HAIDER ALI,S/O-
MOHAMMAD AHMED ALI,R/O-
423,Gali Panna Wali, Bazar
Matiya Mahal,Jana
Masjid,Chandni Chowk,Dist-
North Delhi,Delhi-110096,has
changed mgnameto
MOHAMMAD HAIDER ALI.

0040852883-4

I,Jagjit Singh,S/0 Baldev
Singh,Addrs-F-3/3,ground
floor,sec-11,Rohini-
110085,have changed my name
to Jagjeet Singh.

0040852986-2

I,LKRISHAN SINGH,S/0
SH.MEHAR SINGH,R/0O-WZ-
98,0M-VIHAR PHASE-ILLUTTAM
NAGAR,NEW DELHI-110059
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
KRISHAN SINGH TO KRISHAN
SINGH AHLAWAT FORALL
FUTURE PURPOSES. KRISHAN
SINGH AHLAWAT AND KRISHAN
SINGH IS SAME PERSON.

0040852999-2

I,Hari Parsad,F/o Ravi
Kumar,R/0-47-B,Gali
No.15,Sarojini Naidu-
Park,Shastri Nagar,Delhi-
110031,have changed my name
to Hari Prasad,for all future
purposes.

0040852988-9

I,Sangeeta W/O-Arjun
Singh,House no-E-252 Second
floor,Near Sehgal Market-1
Greater Kailash Part-2,New
Delhi-110048,have changed my
name to SANGEETA MERWAL
Permanently.

0040852986-4

I,Sandip Kaur Birdy W/o Nabh
Deep,R/0-B-17,Third Floor,Gali
No-4E, Sanjay Nagar,Rohini
Sector-2,Delhi-110085,have
changed my name to Sandip
Kaur.

0040852988-1

I,Gurprabh Dayal S/o Sahib
Singh R/0 A-41, Fateh Nagar,
Tilak Nagar, New Delhi-
110018,have changed my name
to Gurprabhdayal Singh.

0040852999-7

I,Gulafsha Ansari,W/o0 Mohd
Naseeb,R/0-H. N0.438, Umesh
Nagar,Near D.A.B
School,Yusufpur
Chaksaberi,Greater Noida-
201009,have changed my name
from Gulafsha to Gulafsha
Ansari for all future purposes.

0040852987-1

I, SHEETAL CHHIKARA,W/0O-
NEERAJ CHHIKARA,R/O-
566,STREET-3,DAYANAND
NAGAR,BAHADURGARH,DIST-
JHAJJAR,HARYANA-
124507,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME,FROM SHEETAL
CHHIKARA TO SHEETAL RANI
FORALL FURTHER PURPOSES.

0040852988-7

I,SHACHI SHARMA,W/0 GAURAV
R/o0,House-No0.8 B,Pocket-2,
Double-Story,Paschim-Puri,
Madipur-Village, Delhi-
110063,have changed my-
minor son’s name ADHRIT
BAUDDH to ADHRIT GAURAV
SHARMA. aged-6-years.

0040852999-6

I,Reetesh Talan, S/o Sh. Haripal
Singh, R/0 B-92, Balmukunda
Residency, Rajnagar
Extension,Ghaziabad,Uttar
Pradesh-201017,hereby
declare that my previous name
was Reetesh Kumar Talan,and |
have changed my nameto
Reetesh Talan for all future
purposes.

0040852987-3

I,Ramesh Kumar S/o Dev Raj
R/0-3026/5, Gali-No.4, Ranjeet-
Nagar, South Patel-Nagar,New
Delhi-110008,have changed my
name to Ramesh Kumar Dewra.

0040852999-3

l,Rajbir Singh,son of,Bhagu
Ram,R/0-C-64,Ext.-2,Nangloi,
Delhi-110041,have changed my
name,from Rajbir Singh Rohilla
to Rajbir Singh. Now my correct
and exact name s Rajbir
Singh,for all future purposes.

0040852986-12

I,LREENA RANI
SHARMA.W/O.SATYA PRAKASH
SHARMA.HOUSE NO.120
PANCHSHEEL PARK SHAHIB
ABAD.GHAZI
ABAD.201005.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO REENA
SHARMA,FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040852986-11

ILRAVINDER - S/0 CHHATTER
SINGH R/0.428/31,ASHOK
VIHAR,GALINO.-2,NEW COURT
ROAD SONIPAT HARYANA-
131001,have changed my name
to RAVINDER PAWAR

0040852883-3

I,Preksha Pradeep
Shyamsukha, W/o-Mayank
Setia.R/0 G-86,Ground Floor,G-
Block,Sector-57,Gurgaon
(Haryana),have changed my
name to Preksha Sethia for all
Purposes. 0040852988-5

I,Daliya D/o-Bijender
Kataria,R/0-H.No.-72,12,Biswa-
Village,Gurugram (Haryana)-
122001,have changed my name
to Daliya Kataria,for
all,Purposes.

0040852988-3

I,BHOOMIKA,D/0-Dinesh Kumar
Garg,W/o-Lakshay TanejaR/0
EC-7,Maya Enclave Hari Nagar
New Delhi-110064, have
changed my nameto
BHOOMIKA TANEJA

0040852988-11

I,Anuj Kumar Singh S/o
Satyaveer Singh R/0 503, Tower
A, Fourth Avenue, GH-01, Gaur
City, Sec-4, Greater Noida West,
Gautam Budh Nagar,UP-
201318, have changed my
Daughter’s name from Paridhi
to Paridhi Singh for all future
Purposes

0071033900-1

I,ASHOK KUMAR,S/0 BANGAL
SINGH,R/O VILLAGE HADOLLI,
HALOLLI,
MUZAFFARNAGAR,SISAULLUTT
AR PRADESH-251319, have
changed my minor child
name,from ANKIT to ASHWIN

0040852883-1

I,AKHILESH ARORA S/0 O.P.
ARORA R/0 B-4-112,Paschim
Vihar, New Delhi-110063,have
changed my name to AKHILESH
PRAKASH ARORA.

0040852999-5

I,AKBAR SINGH,S/O-PREM
SINGH,R/O- HOUSE.NO-
1117,SECTOR-14,NEAR-DAV
SCHOOL,GURGAON, HARYANA-
122001,HAVE CHANGED MY
MINOR SON YASHVEER SINGH
TO YASHVEER SINGH DHANDA
FOR ALL PURPOSES

0040852986-1

I,ADITI ANAND,ADDRESS:A-1/25,
PANCHSHEEL ENCLAVE,
MALVIYA NAGAR,NEW DELHI-
110017,have changed my minor
child name KUL ANAND to KUL
DIAS ANAND

0040852986-3

I,AASTHA MANCHANDA W/0O
SHARAD MANCHANDAR/O E—
18 MANSAROVER GARDEN
DELHI 110015, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO AASTHA ARORA
MANCHANDA.

0040852988-2

l, Vikash Arora s/o Krishan Lal
Arorar/o-A-47,Priyadarshini
vihar laxmi nagar Delhi-
110092,have changed my name
to Vikas Arora 0040852883-6

I, Vandana Gupta, W/o. Mr.
Akshay Gupta, R/0. W-5/28
Western Avenue, Sainik Farms,
New Delhi-110062, have
changed my name from
Vandana Ravindra Guptato
Vandana Gupta for all future
purposes 0040852968-1

I, Syeda Noor Fatima D/o Syed
Shahnawaz Hussain, R/o Zakir
Nagar Delhi-25, changed name
to Syeda Nusrat Fatima for all
purposes. 0130064346-1

I, N.Seetharaman S/O Natarajan
R/o Flat No. C2-903, SRS Royal
Hills, Sector-87,
GreaterFaridabad, Haryana-
121002, have changed the
name of my minor sonsS.
Ashwath to Ashwath
Seetharaman aged 17 years.

0071033866-1

I, Shobha Rani Saxena, W/O
Pramod Saxena, residing at
141-C, Pocket-A, Dilshad
Garden, Delhi-110095, holder of
Indian Passport No. N3054098,
have changed my name from
Shobha Rani Saxenato Shobha
Saxena by dropping Middle
name and shall henceforth be
known as Shobha Saxena for
all purposes. 0130064347-1

I, Seetharaman Anirudh alias
S.Anirudh S/0O N. Seetharaman
R/O Flat No C2-903 SRS
RoyalSector 87 Greater
Faridabad Haryana-121002,
have changed my nameto
Anirudh seetharaman for all
purposes. 0071033854-1

I, SAMIR AHMED ANSARIS/0O
IRSHAD AHMED. residing at
H.No.B-84,Gali No.1,Chaman
Park Indira Vihar Delhi-110094,
have changed my nameto
SAMEER AHMED ANSARI

0050288831-1

I, MANISHA DHANKAR D/O
RAMKISHAN DHANKARR/O J-
603, J BLOCK, THE GRAND ARCH,
SECTOR-58 GURUGRAM, 122011,
HAVE CHANGED MY SON NAME
RYAN TO RYAN DHANKAR.

0040852863-1

I, MAHENDRA KUMAR, S/O RAM
SWAROOP,R/01-48 ARUNA
NAGAR MAJNU KA TILA CIVIL
LINES S.O NORTH DELHI 110054,
have changed my name
MAHENDER KUMAR for all
future purposes.

0071033835-1

I, KULDEEP S/O SATYA PARKASH
GUPTA R/OHOUSE NO. 38,
GOVIND MOHALLA, NEAR
MUTHOOT FINANCE, VILLAGE
HAIDERPUR, SHALIMAR BAGH,
DELHI-110088, have changed
my name to KULDEEP GUPTA

0071033852-1

l, KM Manpreet Kour D/o
Gurdeep Singh R/0-11 Alampur
post ramraj Muzaffarnagar
have changed my name to
Manpreet Kour.

0071033869-1

I, Rohit S/o Surti Lal R/o House
No-90, Third Floor, Pocket-22,
Sector-24, Village Rithala, New
Delhi-110085 have changed my
name to Rohit Banhotra.

0040852984-3

I, Renubala W/o Sh.Vijay Kumar
R/0-C201, Jhilmil Colony, Delhi
have changed my nameto
Priya Trehan for all future
purposes. 0071033903-1

I, Ram Raj Singh S/0 Baban
Singh R/0. Durga Mandir Ke
Pass, Gram Post Kamarji,
Kamariji, Sidhi, Madhya
Pradesh-486771 has changed
my name from RAM RAJ SINGH
to RAMRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN
for all future Purposes.

0071033843-1

I, Rahul Juneja, S/O Dr. Prem
Nath, R/0 126 Vaishali Enclave,
Pitam Pura, Delhi 110034, have
changed my name to Rahul
Nath Junejafor all future
purposes. 0040852860-1

I, Raghvendra Kumar Mishra S/o
Maharaja Deen, R/0 House- 99,
13th Floor, Golden Apartment,
Sector-A-5, Narela, Delhi-
110040, have changed my name
to Raghuvendra Kumar
permanently. 0040852892-1

I, RASHI W/0 Garvit Rajput R/0 F-
264, First Floor, Vikaspuri, New
Delhi-110018 Have Changed My
Name to RASHI RAJPUT.

0071033897-1

I, Neetee Razdan W/o Mr. Sumit
Razdan D/o Shital Chander
DhingraR/0 601, Tower-14,
Lotus Boulevard, Sector-100,
Noida-201304, have changed
my name to Neetee Dhingra for
all future purposes.

0040852964-1

I, Nabisha. | D/o Inayathulla,
R/0-97,Parthasarathi St.,0Old
Washermenpet,Chennai,Tamil
Nadu-600021,have changed my
name from Nabisha. |l to
Nabisha Kumari,for all future
purposes.

0040852988-10

I, NASREEN JAHN W/O SAMEER
AHMED ANSARI residing at
H.No.B-84,Gali No.1,Chaman
Park Indira Vihar Delhi-110094,
have changed my nameto
NASREEN JAHAN

0050288832-1

I, Muskan Khurana D/o Ved
Prakash R/o C4/16, Sector-85,
Faridabad-121002, inform that
my father’s name is wrongly-
written as Ved Prakash in my
High School Certificate. The
Actual nameis Ved Prakash
Khurana.

0130064348-1

I, MOHD SHAHMEEN, S/O ABDUL
HAMID, R/O R-189/A, JOGA BAI
EXTN., JAMIA NAGAR, OKHLA,
NEW DELHI-110025 confirm
that my name has been
wrongly mentioned in my
Daughter’s (FARHEEN SAIFI)
qualification documents
record as SHAH AMEEN and my
daughter’s some other
documents records as MOHD
SHAH AMEEN instead of MOHD
SHAHMEEN. That my name has
been wrongly mentioned in my
some documents record as
SHAH AMEEN and my some
other documents records as
MOHD SHAH AMEEN instead of
MOHD SHAHMEEN. My correct
nameis MOHD SHAHMEEN for
all future Purposes.

0071033921-1

I, Lalit kumar Taneja,s/0-Ram
Narain Tanejar/o-51, Tarun
Enclave pitam pura Delhi-
110034,have changed my name
to Lalit Taneja

0040852883-8

I, MOHAMMAD ARIF MIRZA s/o0
Mohd Farooq, 817,GF, Gali No-
22, Zakir Nagar, Okhla, Delhi-25
have changed my nameto
MOHD ARIF.

0071033894-1

I, hitherto known as KAMAL, S/o
Late Shri Thawaria, R/0 House
No.36-H, Pocket-A/1, Mayur
Vihar Phase-3, East Delhi-
110096, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
KAMAL GAHLAUT.

0040852209-1
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LOST & FOUND

I, LALIT TSHERING S/0 THENDUP
TSHERING R/0 FLAT No-802ND
FLOORSITE-1, VIKAS PURI,
WEST DELHI, 110018 HAVE LOST
MY DOCUMENT (MIGRATION
CERTIFICATE) HAVING
COLLEGENO-4160 AND
ENROLMENT NO-ACC/91/50
ISSUED BY JNU, DELHI
THROUGH ARMY CADET
COLLEGE, IMADEHRADUN. THE
DOCUMENT WAS LOST WHILE
SHIFTING THEHOUSE IN
VIKASPURI SITE-1 IN MARCH
2026. HOWEVER THE LOSS WAS
DISCOVERED WHILE LOOKING
FORTHE ABOVE CERTIFICATE.
THE DEGREE WAS COMPLETED
IN MAY 2008. IF ANYONE FINDS
THIS DOCUMENT PLEASE
INFORM ON MOBILE No
8794653637 IMMEDIATELY.

0071033815-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Under instructions and on behalf of my client
Ramesh chander s/o late sh phulari resident of
D245, sector 5 Ambedkar Nagar Dakshin Puri
New Delhi 110062 make it known to all
concerned that my above mentioned client
ownes the above self acquired residential
property2-1/2 storey built measuring 50 square
yard. That he has three children namely
Vandana aditya and Lakshay and his wife
living with him in the above residential
property.

That due to some personal reasons my client
has disowned his son Aditya from his above
mentioned residential house, from the date of
this notice, for being disrespectful and
disobedient, and he will have no relations with
him from today, any one dealing with him will
be doing so on his own risk and my client shall
not be responsible for any of his acts from the
date of this notice.

Sd/-

EJD AHUJA
Advocate/Associates

Ch. 373 DH. Court N.D.110003
Mo. 8860898920

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that My
Client Mrs. Manju Arora, W/o Major
R.K. Arora, R/o B7/8, First Floor, main
road, Safdarjung enclave, New Delhi-
110029, has declared that vide A Deed of
Cancellation and Revocation of Will at Delhi
dated 05.05.2026, My Client has already
canceled, revoked and rescinded the Will
dated 03.08.1999 issued and executed by
her. The said Will dated 03.08.1999 has
thereby become null and void.

The General Public is hereby informed and
cautioned that any reliance by any person/
entity or party upon the said Will dated
03.08.1999 or any acts or deeds done or
representations made on the basis of the said
Will dated 03.08.1999 shall be non-est in
law or illegal and in no manner shall be
recognized by My Client, in any manner,
whatsoever. Any person or Party acting on
the premise of the said representations shall
be acting at their own risk and consequence
and My Client shall not be liable for the
same, in any manner.

Sd/-

SATVINDER SINGH
Advocate

1201, BEST SKY TOWER,
NETAJI SUBHASH PLACE,
NEW DELHI-34

PUBLIC NOTICE

“PUBLIC AT LARGE IS NOTIFIED that my client
Smt. Gogi Sharma W/o Late Arun Kumar R/o 190-191,
South Anarkali, Near Som Bazar Chowk, Krishna
Nagar, Delhi-110051, had misplaced/lost ORIGINAL
GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY,
AGREEMENT TO SELL, WILL, RECEIPT,
AFFIDAVIT ALL DATED 15.12.1984 EXECUTED
BY SMT. SAVITRI DEVI AND SHRI PANDIT
RAM SARUP IN FAVOUR OF SMT. GOGI ALIAS
GOGI SHARMA of his 190-191, South Anarkali,
Delhi-110051, during the renovation work in his above
said residence. She tried to search the same a lot but

could not found and for this she lodged an e-FIR

No0.280849/2026 on 05.05.2026. If anyone tries to get

benefit of the said original documents, he/she/they may

be punished as per law. If anyone find the same, please
contact undersigned or at 8826034926, 9625796628.

Sd/-

ANUJ KAPOOR

ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 257, CIVIL WING,

TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that My
Client Major R.K. Arora, S/o Late Sh.
Jaswant Singh, R/o B7/8, First Floor, main
road, Safdarjung enclave, New Delhi-110029,
has declared that vide A Deed of Cancellation
and Revocation of GPA at Delhi on
05.05.2026, My Client has already canceled,
revoked and rescinded the GPA dated
03.08.1999 issued and executed by him in
favour of Ms. Priyanka Mehendiratta, D/o
Shri Harish Mehendiratta. Now, the said
erstwhile attorney has no right, power or
authority to do any act, or deed or thing in the
name of My Client and/or on his behalf. After
the execution of the Deed of Cancellation
dated 05.05.2026 of the GPA dated
03.08.1999, My Client shall not be liable for
any Acts, Deeds or representations done by
the said erstwhile Attorney Holder, in any
manner.

The General Public is hereby informed and
cautioned that any acts, deeds or
representations made thereof by the said
erstwhile attorney Ms. Priyanka Mehendiratta
in pursuance of the said GPA dated
03.08.1999 shall be non-est in law or illegal
and in no manner shall be recognized by My
Client, in any manner, whatsoever. Any
person or Party acting on the premise of the
said representations shall be acting at their
own risk and consequence and My Client
shall not be liable for the same, in any
manner.

Sd/-

SATVINDER SINGH
Advocate

1201, BEST SKY TOWER,
NETAJI SUBHASH PLACE,
NEW DELHI-34

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the general
public that my client- Dawertex Pvt. Ltd.,
Delhi has entered into a Property
Development/Collaboration Agreement
with the lawful owner(s) of property
bearing No. B-514, New Friends Colony,
New Delhi, admeasuring 500 sq. yds.
(hereinafter referred to as the "said
property").
Pursuant to the said Agreement, Dawertex
Pvt. Ltd. has been granted exclusive rights
in respect of development, construction,
and all allied activities concerning the said
property and holds an undivided right,
title, and interest in the said property along
with the land beneath. Accordingly, all
persons, authorities, or entities are hereby
cautioned not to enter into any transaction,
deal with, or create any third-party rights
of any nature whatsoever in respect of the
said property, in any manner, without the
prior written consent of Dawertex Pvt.
Ltd., failing which such acts shall be
treated as null and void and shall be at their
own risk, cost, and consequences.
Any person having any claim, objection,
right, title, or interest in respect of the said
property is hereby required to lodge their
objections, along with  supporting
documents, within 2 (two) days from the
date of publication of this notice at the
address mentioned below, failing which it
shall be presumed that no such claims or
objections exist and the same, if any, shall
be deemed to have been waived. Advocate.
Sd/-
SAHIL AERON
Advocate
D-1932/2011
9910007125
Supreme court of India

type-ll

and other
Approx.

detailed
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I NIRMALA DEVI, W/O SH. VED PRAKASH R/O
181-A, VANI VIHAR, BLOCK-O, GEETA
ENCLAVE, STREET NO. 5) UTTAM NAGAR,
NEW DELHI.The previous original documents i.e.
GPAAND OTHER DOCUMENTS IN PROPERTY
NO. 181-A, LAND MEASURING 44 SQ. YDS.,,
APPROX., OUT OF KHASRANO 149, SITUATED
AT VILLAGE BINDAPUR, COLONY KNOWN AS
VANl VIHAR, BLOCK-O, GEETA ENCLAVE,
(STREET NO. 5) UTTAM NAGAR, NEW DELHI,
have been lost. An FIR to this effect has been
lodged in Police Station, Vide NCR/LR No
265827/2026 dated 29/04/2026. Any person(s)
claiming any right, interest, having any objection
orfound in possession of original documents, may
write/contact with above named persons at above
address/phone No. 9999820749, within 15 days
from the date of publication of this notice. The
person claiming any right, interest, objections with
respect to this property can personally inform to
the above named owners/person/s. Any deal by
any party/person in respect of the said property
shall be treated as null, void, and ineffective, in
future.
Sd/- B.B.N.DEO, Advocate
S.R.lind,B Coumpus, Janak Puri, ND-58

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that My
Client Mr. Vikram Arora, S/o Major R.K.
Arora, R/0_105 W Wild Cherry Dr, Mars, PA,
has declared that vide A Deed of Cancellation
and Revocation of Will at Mars, PA
dated_30_04.2026, My Client has already
canceled, revoked and rescinded the Will
dated 03.08.1999 issued and executed by him.
The said Will dated 03.08.1999 has thereby
become null and void.

The General Public is hereby informed and

cautioned that any reliance by any person/

entity or party upon the said Will dated

03.08.1999 or any acts or deeds done or

representations made on the basis of the said

Will dated 03.08.1999 shall be non-est in law

or illegal and in no manner shall be

recognized by My Client, in any manner,

whatsoever. Any person or Party acting on the

premise of the said representations shall be

acting at their own risk and consequence and

My Client shall not be liable for the same, in
any manner.

Sd/-

SATVINDER SINGH

Advocate

1201, BEST SKY TOWER,

NETAJI SUBHASH PLACE,

NEW DELHI-34

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified for the information of the
general public that my client Mr. Ashish Sharma,
owner of property bearing House No. Q - 3/10
Plot No. 10, Road No. Q-3, DLF Qutub Enclave
Complex (now known as DLF City, Phase-II),
Gurugram, Haryana, has informed that the
following original document is lost/misplaced
and not traceable:

That the original document i.e. Original General
Power of Attorney (GPA) bearing No. 61425
dated 06.02.1998 executed by Mr. Jagannath
Sehgal in favour of Mr. Yograj Gupta in respect
of the Entire First Floor and Entire Second
Floor with Terrace thereupon of the property
bearing No. Plot No. 10 on Road Q-3 admeasuring
167.23 sq. mtrs. in Vill-Sikanderpur Ghosi
forming part of DLF Qutub Enclave Complex,
Gurgaon., is not traceable despite best efforts
made by the owner. An FIR regarding the loss of
the said document has already been lodged with
the Haryana police authorities on 10.10.2025.
Any person having any right or interest by way of
agreement, sale, contract, encumbrance or
otherwise may require to give notice of the same
to the undersigned within 7 days from the date of
publication, failing which any such right, title,
interest, or claim, if any, will be deemed to have
been waived and shall not be binding on my client.
Sd/-
CK. JHA

Advocate
E-524, Karkardooma Courts, Delhi-110032

My clients (1) Sh. Roshan Lel Kumar, Sic]
{Labe Sh. Ram Murs Kuenar, and {2) Sml.

Promia Kumar, 'Wha 5h, Roshan L
Kumar. Both Rio HHoD-A7, Second
loar, Frandom Fighler Enclrae, 1IGNOL
Frad, Meb Sami, SouthiDeth, New
£|[:.=_-:r|-1'r:-|'_|,-.‘;'_ have seversd al :ﬁgi']
refelions and disowredidebarmed fhain
fsan | 1) M. Wahil Bumar, bis wile (2] 8es.
Pocla Kumssr and ther childmn (3] Ma
Ansshi: and () b, Kirsh Kumar, from ad
{heir mmovaableimovele proparies.
My clesils shall nok e mesporeiliba-foe
IN&racs

| Anita Gupta Sharma (Advocata)
| Ch. Ko, 608, Sekat Court, Maw Dalhi |

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to public at large
that my clients (1) SMT. BHOO DEVI W/O
SH. RAM AVTAR (2) SH. RAM AVTAR
S/0 SH. CHANDRA LAL BOTH R/O V-133,
BHAGWATI VIHAR, SECTOR-D, UTTAM
NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110059, have severed
all their relations from their daughter MISS
JAYA, (aged 25 years), her associates,
disowned and debarred all of them from all
their movable and immovable properties with
immediate effect because of harassment,
threaten,  torture,  cruelty,  atrocities
committed by her against my clients.

Any person dealing with them shall
be doing so at their own risk, cost and
consequences. My clients shall not be
responsible in any manner for the same.

A.K.VERMA (ADVOCATE) D/636/13

District Centre, Janakpuri, New Delhi-58

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
DEM{S&ET) NWR, Ajmer on behal
of the Presidenl of India invites
E-Tender for the following work up
fo 1500 Hrs, on the menlioned
date. Tender No.:- DEM-5&T-14-

2026-27, Name of Work:- Ajmer

Division:-
manufacture,

Providing Design,
supply, mstallation,

tasting and commissioning of

Electronic Infedocking (El) systems
along with execution of indoor and
oufdoor complete MACLS work with
Sid-1l o sult BE slandards al
Khemili station in SW Development
of common user facility for line no. 4
at Khemli (KLH) station, CONCOR
siding and development of rail
siding (LUCWL) at Khemil (KLH)
station in Ajmer Division of NWK
Approximate cost of work:- Hs.
73394402.33, Bid security:- Rs
1467900.00, Date & Time of
opaning E-Tender - 01.06.2026 at
15.30 Hrs. The details of above E-
Tender are available on website
WWW.ireps.gov.in.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

DRM / Electrical, North Western
Railway, Jodhpur for & on bahalf
of the president of India, Invites
E-tender for the following work. 1.
Complete details of tenders can
be seen on Website No:-
http:ihwww.ireps.gov.in., 2. Date &
time of closing of e-stender :
27.05.2026'up to 15.00 hrs,, 3. Date
& time of opening of e-tender:-
After 15.00 hrs. om 27.05.2026.,
Tender No.:- 0B/Z026-27, Mame of
Work:- Electrical work in connection
with provision of LED facade lighting

systems at DRM Office Jodhpur

Approx,. Cost of the work (Rs.):-
Rs. 17815343.00., Tender No.:=
19RS52025-26, Name of Work:-
Elecirical work in connecthion with
canstruction of new staff quariers of
MW T-2nos,

(DEMN-2nos,

aToM-2nos, HDEA=4nos,. POK-

4nos) Total-14nos, Typa =111 [MRY-
O01na, MWT-01 nos, PLCJ-03nos,
RDORA-0Z2nos, POK-01nos) Tolal-
D8nas in Rai Ka Bagh-Jaisalmer
saection., Approx. Cost of the work
(Rs.):- Rs. 568144572, Tender
Mo.:- B0R2025-26 Name of Work:-
Provigion of Ar conditioners al all

branches in DEM office and
strengthening of power supply
gsystem at DEM office

associated locations

(Rs.):- Rs

http:/haww.ireps.gov.in,, No. 1ELS
JUPNWCI2026-27/08 &19R5.50R/
2025-26 Daled-05.05 2026
G58-DOG
Please join us on B /NWRailways

New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that My
Client Major R.K. Arora, S/o Late Sh. Jaswant
Singh, R/o B7/8, First Floor, main road,
Safdarjung enclave, New Delhi-110029, has
declared that vide A Deed of Cancellation and
Revocation of Will at Delhi dated 05.05.2026,
My Client has already canceled, revoked and
rescinded the Will dated 03.08.1999 issued and
executed by him. The said Will dated
03.08.1999 has thereby become null and void.

The General Public is hereby informed and

cautioned that any reliance by any person/

entity or party upon the said Will dated

03.08.1999 or any acts or deeds done or

representations made on the basis of the said

Will dated 03.08.1999 shall be non-est in law

or illegal and in no manner shall be recognized

by My Client, in any manner, whatsoever. Any

person or Party acting on the premise of the

said representations shall be acting at their own

risk and consequence and My Client shall not
be liable for the same, in any manner.

Sd/-

SATVINDER SINGH

Advocate

1201, BEST SKY TOWER,

NETAJI SUBHASH PLACE,

NEW DELHI-34

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Lakhmiri Devi wife of Late Hari
Kishan resident of House No.228, V.P.O.
Nangal Thakran, Delhi-39, has debarred her
daughter Nisha from all her movable and
immovable properties and has severed all
relations with her due to her misbehavior,
disobedience and for eloping from home and
marrying of her own will. Henceforth, she
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PUBLIC NOTICE

By it known that my client Mr. Praveen
Katyal Son of Shri R. C. Katyal,
Resident of 16, SBI Nagar, Paschim
Vihar, New Delhi, has Lost his Property
Documents (i.e. (1) Original
Conveyance Deed, Dated 27.11.2014,
duly Registered with the office of Sub-
Registrar, Delhi, in the name of Shri
R. C. Katyal and Original Allotment
Letter including all the documents
issued by DDA) related to 16, State
Bank Nagar, Paschim Vihar, New

B62-D0V26
Please join ws on B EIE NWRailways

Cost of the work
18127925.66., For
information wvisit

(Nisha) shall be solely responsible for all her Delhi-110063. Finders Pls Contact

acts and deeds. My client and her family Adv. Puneet Chugh, Mobile:

members shall not be held liable for any of 09310013613, Address: Chamber No.1,

her actions in any manner whatsoever. Old SDM Office, Main Rohtak Road,
Sd/- Nangloi, New Delhi-110041.

NITIN KUMAR SAROHA PUNEET CHUGH

Advocate Ad "
Ch No 728, Lawyers Chamber Block (Advocate)
Enrolment No.D-989/04

Rohini Court, Delhi-110085

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

(Regd. Office PSEB Head Office. The Mall, Patiala - 147001)

Corporate identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website. wwwpspcl.in Mobile No. 96461-55525

E-Tender Enq. No. 7805/P-3/EMP-13320 dated 05.05.26

Dy. Chief Engineer/ Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP,
Roopnagar invites E-Tender ID No. 2026 POWER 167724 1 for
Procurement of different types of spares for wet ash handling system of
stage Il & III at GGSSTP Ropar. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification
please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 06.05 2026/03.00 PM
onwards,

Note:- Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online
at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

RTP-50/26

INo. 11251/PB

To become a
partner in the
success of the

country

One Station One Product Scheme was announced by the Government of
India in the budget of the year 2022-23. In this scheme, with the objective of
providing local product under Vocal for Local Vision at all stations of Indian
Railways, Policy No. 12 of 2022 dt. 20.05.2022, 15 of 2022 dt 10.08.2022, 18
of 2022 Dt. 20.09.2022, 09 of 2023 Dt. 24.05.2023 & 29.09.2023 Under this
scheme, stalls and show cases are to be provided to local individuals,
voluntary organizations, voluntary groups, NGOs etc. North Central Railway
also ensured to provide the facility of sales/co-promotion center through
stalls/kiosks at following stations under this scheme.

LIST OF STATIONS

Sonbhadra. Mirzapur, Vindhyachal, Chunar, Manikpur. Prayagraj-Chheoki.
Fatehpur Kanpur Central, Pankidham. Kanpur Anwarganj, Phaphund.
Mainpuri, Hathras, Aligarh, Bhogaon, Achalda, Jhinjhak, Rura, Bharthana,
Dadri, Dawar, Etawah. Khurja, Shikohabad Railway stations. Note: (1) Out of
the above mentioned stations, only after the disposal of the applications of
those stations whose applications are still pending in the earlier invited
applications, the latest applications received under this advertisement will be
considered by the committee in order/priority wise and the received
applications will be arranged along with the remaining applications. The
Railway Administration reserves the right to accept or reject any
application for any given station as per the requirement without giving
any reasons. (2) Apart from this, it is also to be clarified that for those
nominated stations for which applications are not received, the Railway
Administration reserves the right to shift/set up the stalls and trolleys available
at such stations at other stations of the division at jts discretion and to operate
the said stalls and trolleys. Following are the salient features of the
scheme:- 1. Under this scheme, the Railway Administration will make and
provide stalls/trolleys at the nominated stations. 2. Registration fee and
duration of stall’kiosk is for minimum 15 days (Registration fees
Rs.1000/500) and maximum 03 months (Registration fees Rs.6000/3000).
3. Maximum 02 salesmen (including platform vendors) will be authorized to
work in each stall in each shift. 4. Electricity charges will be charged on actual
basis as per instruction of policy no. 9 of 2023 dt. 24.05.2023. 5. The effective
tax liability if any will be of the allottee, for which the Railway Administration will
not be responsible. 6. Local products, handicrafts, handlooms, local
agricultural products, local crafts, processed and semi-processed food items,
traditional clothes, wooden or clay articles, toys etc. Or any other products
which is not conflict or infringe upon the scope of business of the existing
licensee of catering units, Fruit and fruit Juice stalls, milk stalls. Multi Purpose
stalls can be sold at OSOP stall.

Interested persons/firms may apply with required documents to Station
Superintendent Sonbhadra, Mirzapur, Vindhyachal, Chunar. Manikpur,
Prayagraj-Chheoki, Fatehpur, Kanpur Central, Pankidham, Kanpur
Anwarganj, Phaphund, Mainpuri, Hathras, Aligarh, Bhogaon, Achalda.
Jhinjhak, Rura, Bharthana, Dadri, Dawar, Etawah, Khurja, Shikohabad
Railway stations NCR Office up to 12.05.2026.

For any kind of information/Guidance you may contact

the following Commercial Inspectors as mentioned below:

Forany information

Station related to this scheme, Mobile No.

Please contact concerned
commercial Inspectors

1. |Aligarh and its section/station Shri Sanjay Shukla 9794837282

2. |Etawah and its section/station | Shri Naresh Meena 9794837323

3. |Mirzapur and its section/station | Shri Rajesh Kumar 9794837292

4. | Tundla and its section/station Shri Manoj Kumar 9794837321

5. |Fatehpur and its section/station | Shri Kapil Dev Meena 7978974526

6. |Khurja & Dadri and its Shri Hanuman Meena 9794837324
section/station

7. |Chunar and its section/station Shri S. K. Akela 9140712727

8. |Pravagraj Chheoki and its Shri Omprakash 9794838965
section/station

9. [Kanpur Area-2 and its Shri Lalit Kumar 9616331233

| |section/station

10 Kanpur Central and its Shri Dhirendra Awasthi 19889203745
section/station

For any other information related to this scheme, can contact Shri
Arun Chandra Pandey. Commercial Inspector/NFR-1 (Mo. No.
7525001449) & Shri Pankaj Kumar Rajak, Commercial Inspector/NR-

Il (Mo. No. 7525001455), Divisional Office, Prayagraj and e-mail-
cmialddiv@ gmail.com.

Note: The selection of participants in the OSOP may be done considering that
the benefit of this scheme must reach the marginalized sections. i.e.
individuals at the bottom of the pyramid. Priority shall be given to the following:

e Holder of Artisans/weavers ID cards issued by Development
Commissioner Handicrafts, Development Commissioner Handlooms, or
requisite State/Central Government Authority.

e Individual artisans/weavers/craftsmen enrolled/registered with Tribal
Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Ltd. (TRIFED) /
National Handloom Development Corporation (NHDC)/Khadi and Village
Industries Commission (KVIC) etc.

e Self Help Groups registered with PMEGP (Prime Minister Employment
Generation Programme).

e Marginalized or Weaker Sections of the Society.

e Priority will also be given to "Divyangjan" in the allotment of OSOP.

e Applications for seasonal fruits will not be accepted at stations where
fruit and juice stalls are operational.

Note:- In case of food items, it is mandatory for the applicant to have a valid

. food license.

#-3 NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

Director General and all Ranks of
Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawan Constable Dinesh Kumar
Rai on his Balidan Diwas. On this day,
he sustained grievous bullet injuries
f while fighting heavily armed militants
q. in Anantnag area, J&K and made

CONSTABLE
DINESH
KUMAR RAI
01.07.1970 -
07.05.1993

CONSTABLE
BALBIR
CHAND

14.05.1967 -

07.05.1991

sacrifice in the line of duty.

supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.
I ol Director General and all Ranks of
Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawan Constable Balbir Chand
on his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he
sustained grievous bullet injuries while
fighting with militants in Natipora area,
ASrinagar,

J&K and made supreme

CONSTABLE

PARAKANATTI
20.07.1982 -
07.05.2023

Director General and all Ranks of
RAMACHANDRA |Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawan Constable Ramachandra
Parakanatti on his Balidan Diwas. On
this day, he made supreme sacrifice
while on operational duty in Achhad
area, Rajouri (Jammu).

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Veer Balidani
Constable
Nirmal Singh
58 BN
22-02-1966 To
07-05-1991

Veer Balidani
Constable
>
Alfuddin
o 58 BN
10-02-1956 To
07-05-1991

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to Constable Nirmal
Singh and Constable Alfuddin of 58 Bn, who made the supreme
sacrifice while bravely combating militants during a special operation
under PS Sadar, Amritsar, Punjab on 7 May 1991. For their indomitable
courage, both were posthumously awarded the President’s Police
Medal for Gallantry. #CRPF salutes the bravehearts and pledges never

to let their sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani
Sub Inspector
G. S. Bhatti
33 BN
01-06-1950 To
07-05-1997

Veer Balidani

Veer Balidani
Head Constable
T. V. Singh
33 BN
02-03-1958 To
07-05-1997

Veer Balidani

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section 82 Cr, P.C. / 84 BNSS
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Amir S/o Basir R/o Village Faislabad, P.S, Kotwali,
Distt. Bulandshahr, U.P. has Commitied {or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in case e-FIR No. 600363/2017
U/s 457/380/411/34 IPC, P.5. Bhajanpura, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused Amir cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my salisfaction that the said accused Amir has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Amir of
case e-FIR No. 600363/2017 U/s 457/380/411/34 IPC, P.5.
Bhajanpura, Delhi is required to appear before this Courl to
answer the said complaint on or before 05.06.2026.

By Order

Sh. Pankaj Rai

Judicial Magistrate First Class -01

Room Mo. 73, 5th Floor, North East District

DP/5ATBINEI2026 (Court Matter) Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER
DRM (Electrical) Jaipur, for and on the behalf of president of Union of
India, invites e-tenders for following works: 5.N.:= 1., NIT No.:- EL-JP-1-
2026-27, Hame of work:- JP Division-Elecirical work in connection with
[1] Const of multi-store 100 bed, barrack with all facilities including road
at.RPF lina barrack No-2 at Jaipur, [2] New Construction RPF oul post
Sikarand BMLW 10-10 Bed barrack with cenfralizes cogling system and
fumniture, [3] Construction of RPF barmack (10 beds) and post along with
furniture at Lalsot, [4] Provision of Interlocking of 02 Mos. of manned LG
gates i.e. LC-240 & 2594 in SIKR-LHLU section over Jaipur Division., NIT
Cost:- B856401.5 Earnest Money:- 17710000, Tender opening:-
2B.05.2026., S.N.:= 2., NIT No.:- EL-JP-02-2026-27., Nama of work:-
JP-Electrical work in connection with Improvement of maintenance
facilities at washing line at JP {Pit light),, NIT Cost:- 13252240 26,
Earnest Money:- 265100.00, Tender opening:- 28.05.2026, 5.N.:- 3.,
NIT No.:- EL-JP-45R-11-2025-26 Name of work:- Bandikui: Elecirical
wark In connection with Construction of 120 bedded staff barrack, 30
bedded ladies bamack & 20 bedded officers barrack for BPF fraining
centar. NIT Cost:- 6830110.78, Earnest Money:- 136600.00, Tender
opening:- 28 052026, 5.N.:- 4., NIT No.:- EL-JP-51R-2025-26, Name

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

WEBSITE

NAME OF OPENING AMOUNT/ NODAL OFFICER/
CPMIGSUINWER - Ajmer on behalf of ;l: BOARD/CORP./ Eg%'égi&%iﬁ DATE CLOSING | EMD (APPROX.) | o o A%P;;g(])sz , CONTACT
The President of India invites E ' AUTH DATE (TIME) || TN RUPEES AUTH | DETAILSEMAIL
Tenders for the following work up fo HSI?JCATI\IL%SN%? SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF SERVERS FOR
15.00 Hrs. on the mentonad date: DEVELOPMENT STORING THE DATA OF ESTIMATED
Tender No.'- SNT-CSU-All-2025-26- ) CORPORATION PORTALS/DASHBOARD OF HOME & 06.05.2026 COST hipsdctenders hryicn 01722923376
DER01. Name of work:- S&T wark in LIMITED ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 28.05.2026 Rs. 85.00 LACS sandeepv.hartron-hry @gov.in

i o : DEPARTMENT ON BEHALF OF HOME 5 02

Connaction with-"Raising and Cgﬁgf&%[{ DEPARTMENT, HARYANA

extension of ML (Medium Levef)
platform to HL {High Level) platform
with all passenger amenities at
stations” ML, KRW, BMGM, HF, GRE,
CHL, BOM, DRS, ALWA, BWA, NANA,
BNS, KVJ, BMN, MAA, KW, MXO,
SiM, 5Z2A, DRB, VNTD and RGO
siations o eliminate the deficiencies of
MEAat 22 statons”™ over Aimear Division
of NWE. Approximate cost of work:-
Fs, 1,0365,182.18/-, Bid Security:-
Rs. 207400.00/-, Date & Time of
closing E-Tender - 27.05.2026 at
15,00 Hrs. Date & Time of opening E-

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD

R and B DIVISION BAKSHI NAGAR JAMMU
Short e-NIT No.07of 2026-2027 Dated:-04-05-2026

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Govemor, Unlon Termitory of Jammu and Kashmir g-tenders are invited on percenmge basis from
approved and eligible Contractors regisiered with Union Temtory of JEK, CPWD, Roilways, MES and other Staie/Comiral
Crivvermoments 1or each of the following works ;-

No- 44939/HRY

Tender-27.05.2026 at 1530 Hrs.. The| |[ & | . Advertived | Cestof | Earmest Tme and date| _
isils of ab E - tender veilahd 5. .'ullm- il Mamic of Cost (Rs, |decument] Mone Time Alliwed of spening ol .[ taws ol
details of above E - tender are available] |iy, | Work Divisian : y for complete-on £% | Contractos
an websile www.ireps.gov.in. Likhj iim Ba) | (hm Hs) biider
BET-DHD0ZE | 2 i 4 5 | i T 8 i
Please join us on INEBC/NWRailways | [Upgndation of waiting|  PWE (R&BE)} GE.2] | S0 | 24 of i) | 2-005-2ihh =A
g m:_ E !I..J-.mgu.' al  Circuit [H VIS Advertioed [havs {20 Py
tea) B . il | WAY &l [Houss Jamm BAKEHI Cost
o - -!I!ﬁl.l 4| 'Il.lﬁ | : " 3
e . - MAGAR Jammu

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-tender Motice No. 08 of 2026-27
(Open)-Engg/DDU On ling (through &-
tendering) for the following work s inviled
by CRM! Engg/ DDU for and on behalf of
ihe President of India from experienced 1
and financially az well as: technically
sound contracters Including those
enlisted with the Rallway, CPWD, BSNL,
MES, PWD and other public sector
undertakings: - Tender No. 03-DDU-SR
DEM-I-26-27 1. Name of work with its T
location: Proposal for Repairing and
Dewatering from limited height subway in
ARA-55m section under ADENIXBEL.
2, Advertised Value: Rs. 6770068 05/-
J.Earnest Money: Rs. 135400.00/-
4.Closing Date & time for submission
of e-tender: 26.05.2028, Up-lo 12.00) |1
hrs, 5.Website particulars of
g-tendering: wenw.ireps.govin
Divisaonal Railway Manager! East Central Raitway

Pt. Deen Ciayal Upadhaya Division
PRI TR/ DDUENGGIT/26-27132

S. E. RAILWAY — TENDER

D, Eleckrcal Er'.ulrlq_'lr:r 1P =, Sautlh
Eastern Raillway, Ranchi for & on behalf
of Presidant of Imdia, mviies e-Tenders for

Position of AAA /TS @ Aceorded

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.OU),
Set of terms snd conditions of contract and other details can be seen / downloaded from the deparmenis] websito
hittp:/fjktenders.gov.in as per below schedule @~

Date ol 1ssue of Tender Notee [(:4-05- 2006

Perod of downloading of bedding documents {From (M-05-2026 to | [-35-2026 upio 1500 Hrs

Drate, Time and place of pre-bid mecting -

Bid submuisston Start Date [(d-05-2076

Rid Subimiszsicn End Date I 1 -05- 2026 oy | R0 Hes

Date & fime of opening of Techmical Bids (Online) | | 2-04-2026 on or after LI Hes in the Uifice of
if'.:-u.u;l:lll'.-'.: F_'ngl.n-m:'r WD R&EH) Baksin Ma g Jarmmmi

] ] SR L

Dt & time of opening of Fimancial Bds [T be mobified after techmical b evaluaton s completed

1. Hids must be acosmpansed with cosd of Tender document in shape of e-challan through Tressory meicating Treasury Vowcher No. & dabe,
=M Wi, sl feaiie isl sk duly ereddting te MH 0030 [Revenioe) Bvoring Execitive Englooer PWD [RAN) Bakahi MNagar Jammmn mnd
uplowd 1he sam e imeasiry’ challan / roceipld, Exrmeid monev/Bid secunty in shape of CDRFORBG plodged io Exccutive Engmess FWTD
(R& B Bakshd Magar Jamma The CORFORBA sholl be vahid for 435 Doys beyond the bl validiy period. The ongmal instruments. m
respect of coat of documents, EMI and relevant docurments of L be submitted o the FEuecutive Engineer FWID (R&H) Baksln Magar
Jwirimia ml the Bme of allsiment,
o The electronio bidding eystem would moed albow any lote subosission of bids after di date ond time as por server one. Budders may modify
their Bicls by upkoadang kel recjiest for madificatien hedare ihe dendiing lor subwnission of Bids. For this, the bidder needs. not to inakes any
pidditional payomeend iowards the coal of iender dodument. For bad modi leation snd consequential pe-submission, the bidder ja nol requined
i bl his b subiuied sarkier, The sl modifed bid submiited by ihe bdder woitliin il bl sbmssaion e shall be comedered s
e md, For this purpose, modifeation®sihdrasval by olber means will not be acoepted. bn online syetem of b isboiisaon, the
miodiBention mnd comcguentink= sulmmission of Bids is al lovwcal any mumber of nmes. The bidders muory withdrow brs bad by uptosding thewr
regjuest befire (he deadline for submimbon of bads; however, (f {he bid is withdrmwn, the e-submission of the bl b sol allowed. Yo bid
shadl be maosdified or withdrown afier the deadling of subsmission of s
3, The dute and time of openlag of Floapcial-Fids shall be noiified on Web Sie wew, |Rienders.gov.in and comvoyed io ihe biddemn
auiamatienlly throwgh an e-mnll message on their e-mall address, The Financial-buds of responaive bidders shall be opened online in the
Ofice of Executive Engineer W 0 (&R Daksla Magsr Jamima The idae for same shall be inbmated sepamiely

M, The bidls for the work &hodl rerabn valsd for & perssd of 150 days Fromn U dote of openang of [echmical da

_______ £ The eariel mhiy whuiill lee Toilelted, 0T 2=

EL-OP -RNC-HR-HIE-MURI-28, a) Any bidderienderer withdrawa his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifieations in the wr d couia i
Dalﬂdjsu,ﬂqliuzﬂ- 1wit|‘| Eﬂrriﬂﬂndum 1 1|-'|:t“:1|'.|."\.||'||.|. HEFA LIL] LEghe BT IS E C|. 1Ml g o OYIURIERY RS LT SIRY I (RS IT I IETTRLE B E] sakris) T

no. 1, dated. 04,05.2026), Brief
Description of work! Upkeep &
kMaintenance of Ruenning Roomes at Hatia
& Muri, which includes preparation & b, Instructhon o Mdders regardling e-tendering process.
sarving of meals (subsidized & Mon-| | gq
subsidized) 1o the occupants al nenning
raom Hatia, and cleaning, gardening of | | 6.2
runming rooms at Hatia & Mun both for a
peried of 2 years (730 Days). Approx.| |63
cost of work: ¥ 1,777,893 620.50. EMD/Bid | | &4
Saecurity: T 239,000, Date & Time of 6.5, Hidders must ensiny o uplosd scanned copy of all secessary documents menthoned m MIT and SBD wob techmes] bl onbise
cloging: 21,05 2026 al 15,00 Hrs Mote: - Bean all the docaments on 1060 dpl with black and white aptism,

The tender details can be viewead at tha 7. The department will noi be responsible for sny delny in online submission due o amy ressons

websile httpd'www. ireps.gov.in, Thea
fendaerars fhidders must have Class-1l1
Digital Signatura Cerificate and must ba
registned on IREPS poral. Only reguslensd
lenderers/bldders can parlicipale on &
tendering, All relevant papers must be
uploaded by tenderar with tender document

b} Failure of Swecessiul bidder to furnish the required perfrmance security within apecified time persod afier inaie of letter off scceptance
) Fallure of suceesiul bidder o execate e simsement an gnme doy o allotment of work contruct & per Uhiel Engineer "W (A H)
Deparement Jamemar's Circuloe b PG 1266087 daged 07102021

Bidders are ndvised to dowmnlond bid submission manunl from the “Dowmloads option & well pgs from “Bidders Manual Kt on websile
wiww, | Kiemders.gov.im (o acduaknt bad subrmssion prooses
. To participate 0 bidding procsss, lidders have o get "Digiml Signuture Certificate (DSC) a5 per Infirmation Technolegpy Act-2000
Bidders can get digital certificate from any spproved vendors
The bidders have 1o submii their bads online in ¢lecronic formai with digial Signeture. Mo financial bid will be sceepted in physical form

Eids will be opened online =5 per tme schedule mentioned phove

Y. Scannecd copy of cost of tender document in shape of e=challan through Treasury indicating Tressory Vioncher Moo & dabe, o-MNIT Mo, pnd
name of work duly coshibing to MH - 00538 (Revenue) favanng Exscutive Enginesr PWD (RER) Hakshe Nager Jammme and spload ihe
snme ¢ freasury challonfrecgips, Esmest moneyBid security i shape of CDRFDR/BG pledged o Excoutive Enginesy PWD (REB)
Bakshi Mager Jammu and Comeciness of [nformation on the notarized affidavic which must b notrized berween the perind of
downlosding of bidding document as per the format menticned in the ¢-NIT/SBEY with the sechrical documents of the bid

8. Bidders mny contect office of the Chief Engineer PW (R&B) Department, Jammu or concerned Executive Engincer for any guidance for
gefting DSC or any other relevant details in regpect of e-tendening process.

Head Constable Naik of work:- Electrical work in connection with Provision of AT power supply
T. Kindu Mohan Lal for HABD instaliations over Jaipur Division., NIT Cost:- 205778578,
33 BN 33 BN Earmest Money:- 4120000, Tender opening:- 28.05.2026, 5.M.:- 5.,
13-05-1961 To 01-07-1950 To NIT No.:- EL-JP-11R-IV-2025-26, Name of work:- JP Div.: Replacement
07-05-1997 07-05-1997 of overhead line network by underground cables over Jaipur division,,
- NIT Cost:- 18853532594, Earmmest Money:- 377200.00, Tender
Veer Balidani Veer Bahda}m opening:- 28.05.2026, S.N.:- 6., NIT No..- EL-JP-13R-llI-2025-28,
£ Lance Naik Lance Naik Name of work:- JP Gen. Improvement of water supply arrangement over
. Hasmukh kumar Ram Chander Jaipur division, NIT Cost:- 10405257.76, Earnest Money:- 208100.00,
33 BN 33 BN Tender opening:- 26.05.2026, 5.N.:- 7., NIT No.:- EL-JP-38R-Ill-2025-
20-07-1964 To 15-05-1967 To 26, Name of work:- Strengthening & Augmentation of power supply
07-05-1997 07-05-1997 system over Jaipur division., NIT Cost:- 20855709 60, Earnest Money:-
— m— 417100.00, Tender opening:- 28.05.2026, 5.M.:- 8., NIT No.:- EL-JP-
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani 39R-1V-2025-26, Name of work:- JP Gen: Rewiring of staff quarter on
Constable Constable age cum condition basis over Jaipur division., NIT Cost:- 20760008.74,
Bachu Singh Naresh Kumar Earnest Money:- 415200.00, Tender opening:- 28.05.2026., Note:
33 BN 33 BN Date & time of closing of e-tenders;- On tender opening date Upto
15-02-1962 To 13-09-1964 To 15.00 hours., Date & time of e-tender opening:- On tender opening
07-05-1997 07-05-1997 date after 15.00 hours., Complete details of tender can be seen on
ST e website No.:- http..f.fwww.!eps.gw,m, . | EB9-D0/2E
Constable Constable Please join us on R B/ NWRailways
Randhir Singh Balbir Singh
33 BN 33 BN Fore gi2ay Yaa
15-02-1965 To 21-08-1971 To P e
07-05-1997 07-05-1997 TR e i B L kSl s
Mo.= CommiE-auction’2026/18 Driate: 05.05.2026
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani arn & wea o R mfEat ® carsane il o B w2t o oflen wfs
Constable Constable A WHE A faeed o ol we 0d REfivea s s Rergiln s ud grmdl /
Narsimaiya V. Mail Vagnum [T+ —RON T2 DDIS  MSS- Misc Static Services / J1E0 %8 & 39 v 534
33 BN 33 BN ST T T2 8 | hedl IREPS Ja#se U3 I faFT o =@ €|
01-06-1971 To 30-01-1969 To (1) SegE maw @ e A W aeT e @ 4% i
07-05-1997 07-05-1997 G—MITEH
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani [2) R Heu 3 e :_?-s'_l o T R % 5% 1y
Constable Constable _ ST I 6 S E'_Eﬁ__"m_'{_ : =
T. Renugopal R. Barua w1 13) Tfm;ﬂ? Haw @ fate weml o Remfin w9 oF g anfe
33 BN 33 BN 1 __ TR dIEH _
20-03-1970 To 02-01-1973 To app |4} ST HES WA R 9 SO AR - RON O
07-05-1997 07-05-1997 DDIS & T B A1 &1 sl
— —— (5) TNEME HEE o [dl%1 I 9% MES- Mise Static Services @
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani & ¥ ATfE an d—aite
Constable Constable () e e & MR w2 o 0 0 g e vg Afd
K. Nagrajan B. Gandhi ela & ddi g anly @ §-allan=
33 BN 33 BN (1) wrfd. g e/ 39
_ 20-01-1974 To 12-06-1972 To E'. S F‘*{r;-c-"-a JSS—
E . y, = ﬁ.l ¥ £ . L= - G R
et ol 7 05. 199.7 - y 07051997 ol T F B a5 — RDN (Digital & Non-Digital): 3 78
Veer Balidani |PG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn wafs e .
Q Constable/Driver |tribute to 17 bravehearts of 33 Bn, who [4) TEsTIE — DDIS: 3 a4
e Bijender Singh made the supreme sacrifice while (5) MSS- MiscStatle Services: 3 99
- 33 BN bfa]‘)’eb;l‘?(?mbatmﬁ insurgents during an (1) PARKING: {1) Park-JU-FW-11 [2+Iics 12.05.26 w1 1200 &l 9
), 10051969 To (1967 crep salutes the. bravehears e L . Pt O 11. 195715 408,26 7 1100 A )
07-05-1997  |and pledges never to let their sacrifice X U (g} TETTE-RON: (1)RON-JU-26-11 T1T 15.06.26 1 1200 7
s ”F-':I'Il_i[ (3) MSS-Misc Static Services: (1) CR-JSM-26-02 T 15.06.26
Veer Balidan; |PC and all Ranks of #CRPF pay '| !_'zr” Tl 1400 Tl |
Constable [|solemn tribute to Constable B. M. pal () Pay and Use: {1} PnU-RDRA-26-08 377 11,05.26 7 1400 |
B. M. Jamatia |Ja@matia of 52 Bn, who made the (2] KMNC-WR-RR-CR-2 F&=1f® 180526 #1 12200 &
52 BN supreme sacrifice while bravely ——
03-02-1968 To |countering armed insurgents at UCO ¥ e T:.Ei
07-05-1998 Bank, Bishnupur Bazar, Manipur on 7 F—HiEE www.ireps.gov.in
May 1998. #CRPF salutes the TR AT
braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain. 'J;;_E';_'IL:I’-"
660-D0I26 Hael AifeTey UaeEE, Sy

ool

I B M Rallways we

On behalf of the Managing Director, BMRCL invites open e-tenders from eligible applicants, who fulfill the prescribed eligibility
and qualification criteria for the following Outdoor Advertisements in BMRCL Network;

Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Limited
(A Joint Venture of Gol & GoK)
e-mail: pdadvt@bmrc.co.in Website: www.bmrc.co.in Ph: 080-22969300, 22969301

RFP NOTIFICATION

Date: 06.05.2026

sL. o Bid Last D_ate_ for | Date & T!me
No Tender Name RFP Notification Security submission | of Opening
' of Bid of Bids
1 | Requestfor Proposal for Grant of Concession to Design, BMRCL/PD/ INR 05.06.2026 | 06.06.2026
Develop, Operate, and Maintain Advertisements on ADVT/PIERS & 83.00 up to at 5:15 PM
Selected Piers & Portals of Purple, Green, Yellow, Pink | PORTALS/2026-27/ Lakhs 5:00 PM
& Blue lines of the BMRCL Network. RT/ 08 DATED:
06.05.2026

For more details, visit our e-tendering portal:https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in The Request for Proposal (RFP) will also be

available in our website www.bmrc.co.in

Sd/- Director (Finance)

Dpen Tender Notice No.:
SrDEE-TRD-BSB-2026-27-T03
Date N5-05-2026

Sr. Divisional Electneal Engineer
TRD. Morth Eastern Bailway, Varanasi
for and on behalt of President of India
ivites sealed "OPENT E-Tender for the
following work:-

Sl MNo-D1, Mame of work: 25 KY
Electrification work i conmection wath

Prowvizion of shunt signal at NI instead
oof stop board for L'3 and up starter for
lime-04 e make it common loop &
Provision of one dock goods shed
rusping line (CSE 730 m) and shunting
neck (5L 750 m) Tender reference
ni: SrDEE-TRD-BSR-2026-27-T03,
Approx. Cost(in Rs.): $2.75.77.244 66,
Earnest Money (in Bs 1 € 551600/,
Cost of wader documenis (in Rs.):
Mil, E-Tender closing date and time:
2E05-2026 up o 14:43 Hes., Completion
period; 08 Months,
» Open E-Tender Cmlme will be submitted
up L 14:45 Hes! on date 28-05-2026
» For full details and submission of hid
kindly visit the Official website of
Indian Balway .o, wovsireps, pov in
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/TRD
CPRON S dyu-23 Varanasi

MNever travel on
rocf and foot boards.

') NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

K& o123 :] CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED

Lgrporate Utfice: “CHOLA CREST™, C54 & 55, Auper B4, Thirw VioKa Industrial Estats, suEndy, Chennal - 600 032,

POSSESSION

NOTICE (RULE 4(1)) (For Movable Property | Asset)

WHEREAS the dndersigned baing the Authorized Officer of Mis. CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINAMCE
COMPANY LIMITED, under the Sacuritisation and Reconstructon of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Sacurity
Interest Act, 2002 herginafter called the Act and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13[12] read with Rules 3
of the Secwrity Interest [Enforcement] Rules, 2002 issued demand notices calling upon the bomowers, whose names
have been indicated in Column [B] betow on dates specified in Colummn [C] to repay the cutstanding amount indicated in
Colurmin [0] below with inlarast thereon within 60 days from tha date of receipl of the said nolice.

The borrowars having faited to repay the amount. notics & hereby glven 16 the borrowers in particular and the Public in
genearal that the undarsigned has taken Possession of the properies morigaged with the Company described inColumn
[E] herain below on the respective dates mentioned in Column [F]in exarcise of the powers conferred on him under Sub-

section {4) of Section 13 of Act read with

Rule 4 ofthe Security interest (Enforcement ) Rules 2002,

The barrowers attention is invited to provisions of sub-section {B) of seclion 13 of the Act, in respect of ime available, o

redeam the secured assets,

The bomowers in particular and the Pubdic in general are hereby cautioned not fo deal with ithe movable asset
mentioned in Column [E] below and any such dealings will be subject to the charge of M/z, Cholamandatam Investmeant
And Finance Company Lirmnited for an amount mentioned in Column [D] and interest therson.

£ "
[ L=]
- Out B &
rill Narnnlaaa;?ﬂif:r;“ ﬁ 2| Standing Description of the Movable Asset ﬁ g
B} ¥
Loan Account Number élEr Amoiunt ﬁ
(a) (b} (€] (d} (&) i)
Loan Alc Nos.
EF0TNDLOODOOS2808 & w 1. Injunction Moulding 380 TOM =
Rs. 2,10,48, 481/ :
1. |EF01GRNO000D59242 S b o SERVO HIGH SPEED MACHINE g
1. Mis Anexa Home Appliances | o | 28122025 |2 INJUNCTIONLOULDIG MACHINE w
2 Mr. Ankit Bansal a with interest | Fully Automatic Microprocessor Control 560 | od
3' Ml.' Parul ™ thereon. Ton Senvo High Speed Machine with Hoper, =

Date: 02.05.2026
Place: Gurugram

Authorised Officer
Mis. Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Limited

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

H._
at tha time of parlicipating in e-tendering. (ER SANDEEPF GUFTA)
(PR-128) Exvecative Engloeer
N - EER&EIRTN/ 1179-58 PWI {REB) Divinion
Bated:- D4-4-05-2036 DIPYJ-1628/26 - DATE 06 MAY 2026 Bakuhi Nagar |
UTTARAKHAND POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Govt. of Uttarakhand Undertaking)
Victoria Croas Vijeyla Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan, Kanwall Road, Dehradun-248001, Corporate ldentity No. U40100UR2001SGCO25B6T/2358
Telephone - (0135) 2TE36T2-T6, Fax - (0135) 2TE0289, Website : www uktenders. gov.in
E-TENDER NOTICE (NIT)
Uttarakhand Powear Corporation Lid,, Dehradun invites e-tander for following as detallad below:-
al. Mame of item Tender | Tender | Estimated Cost | Average yearly Tumn Earnest Cost of Date & |LastDate &time| Date of
No. Specification] Qty. (in ¥) Over of Preceding Money tender time of |of online request) opeaning of
no, | Three Financial Year,  (in7) document | Prebid | for Tender and | bid Part-l in
| e 2022-2023 including conference| Submission of | Sotine and
2023-2004 & GST {in7) in online | tender in online iffling hode
2024-2025 (in 7) mode | & Offline mode
1|LT XLPEAB cable | CCP.//1/ | 400 |28.57,10,356.00| 42,85,66,000.00 | 57,15,000.00 | 29,500.00 2052026 | 21.5.20286
3120+ 1x895+16 2026- 2027 Km upto at
=0, mim | 17:00Hrs 15:30Hrs,
2 [ 8.5 Meter Long CCP-42¢ | 40,0040 | 14,14,82,000.00 | 21.22,23,000.00 | 28,30,0060.00 | 29,500.00 2052026 | 21.5.2026
PCC FPole 2026- 2027| Mos upto at
1252026 | 17:00Hrs | 15:45Hrs.
: at
3 | Stay Set Gl CCP-if3f | 20,000 | 1,44.05,000.00 | 2.88,10,000.00 | 2.89,000.00 | 11,800.00( 12-00 hrs 20.5.2026 | 21.5:2026
201800 mm 2026- 2027 Mos upto at
17:00Hrs 16:00Hrs
4 | Gl Earthing Strip COP-hdy &0 48,61,920.00 1,45,86,000.00 898,000.00 | 2,3&60.00 20.6.2026 | 21.5.2026
3548 mm 2026- 2027 MT upto at
17:00Hrs 16:15Hrs,
For further details, please visit the website www. uktenders.gov.in. Superintending Engineer
No.: 31TM/EE{cm)/UPCLIA-2 Dt.: 05/05/2026 Corporate (C&P-l)

SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION . USE LED Bulb, Save Electricity (Toll Free No. 1812) “Pay Electricity bill online
24x7 from www.upcl.org”. (For information on Electricity theft, informer may report to Toll free No. 18001804185/Fax No 0135-2760911)

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
31, Divizlonal Electrical Enginesr! TRD,
Morth Wesalern Railway, Bikaner for & on
bahalf of the Presidant of India, inviles E-
tenders Tor the following work, 1.
Complete detalls of tenders can be
seen on Website No.:
hittp .\ f'wwwiireps.gow.in. 2. Date & time
of closing of etenders: 02,06 2025 at
15.00 hours. 3. Date & time of opening
of e<tenders @ After 1500 Hrs on
02.06 2026, Tender Motlice No.: 40-
TRO-BKN-ETender-2025-26R2, Mame
of work: TRD modificalon work n oiw
Implementation & execution of non-
power block activities periaining to
saloely & reliabikly of 25 KV traciion
system,, Approx Cost of the work;
T 23402352 63 EMD/S50 (Rupees):

74.68,100.00 E56-DO/26

T FEEE: WEl < TR, fMehe Juedlt @&,
AR T U, TaeTHN-246701

Ty H./212/F-4/SFRaA-2026 faAieR: 06.05.2026
Ts U9 forery ot IuEmT fHior @i # fRe W oF dee ®

T TR <l Yrad ohd1 Srar ¢ o Taiaren, o9 e serary aRkady Jared
IR R ki AR fATR-01.01.2024 RT FllE U o AR B9
ARRT=AT R T TR § | 3% SIEAT & R 1 (1) % SR S
1 feTEe JMeRT e areR wiie & 300 fehalimiey o SRR # 9t weq
oo aRESAE (P, ST 3T LA WIfeRIol, TehRl 3U%H, 3T
RN Toitwal, i el foft woifel) T @i 280, e, fHed e
=T A1 3 @ 3MERA IS D1 TN M, W] ¢ had adlh
fermtor forvmt o1 wrafeera T & <l fomior o grr e <F =6 sgEh
T 3Ifeailad +iHd W IR HhiFd T SYaied @ ST A1 & i
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A boat beside cruise ship MV Hondlus, hit by Hantavirus, anchored
off Praia Port, Cape Verde, on Tuesday. REUTERS

3 being evacuated
to Europe from
cruise ship with
Hantavirus spread

Associated Press
Geneva, May 6

TWO PATIENTS with hantavi-
rus and one suspected of being
infected were being evacuated
fromacruiseshiptothe Nether-
lands on Wednesday, the UN
health agencysaid. The vessel at
the center of a deadly outbreak
remained off Cape Verde with
150 people on board waiting to
head to Spain’s Canary Islands.

Associated Press footage
showed health workers in pro-
tective gear heading to the ship
for the evacuation that in-
cluded the ship’s British doctor,
who Spain’s health ministry
said had been in “serious con-
dition” but has improved. An
air ambulance later departed.

Three people have died, and
one body remained on the ship,
the World Health Organization
said. Of the eight cases re-
corded, five were confirmed by
laboratory testing.

Hantavirus usually spreads
by inhaling contaminated ro-
dentdroppings and can spread
person-to-person, though that
is rare, according to the WHO,
whose top epidemic expert said
the risk to the public is low.

Health officials in Europe
and Africa are trying toidentify
people who may have had con-
tact with people who earlier left
the ship, which departed April
1from South America for stops
in Antarctica and several re-
mote Atlantic islands.

Two Argentine officials in-

{ TED TURNER . 19382026 |

Spaintorepatriate
asymptomatic
passengers of
virus-hitvessel

Madrid: All passengers remain-
ing aboard a luxury cruise ship
hit by a deadly hantavirus out-
break are asymptomatic and
non-Spanish citizens will be re-
patriated to their countries after
theshiparrivesin Tenerifeinthe
Canary Islands from Cape
Verde, Spanish Health Minister
Monica Garcia said Wednesday.

The non-Spanish passen-
gers will not be required to
quarantine in Spain, with the
decision being up to their
home countries, Garcia told a
news briefing. Sheadded the 14
Spaniards will be transferred by
planetoahospital in Madrid to
quarantine. REUTERS

vestigating the origins of the
outbreak said the government’s
leading hypothesis is that a
Dutch couple contracted the
viruswhile bird-watchinginthe
city of Ushuaia before boarding.
They said the couple visited
a landfill during the tour and
may have been exposed to ro-
dents. The officials spoke on
condition of anonymity be-
cause they were not authorized
to brief the media, with the in-
vestigation ongoing.

BELJING’S CLOSE ECONOMIC & POLITICALTIESTOIRAN GIVEIT AUNIQUE POSITION OF INFLUENCE

China calls for ‘comprehensive’

ceasefire, opening of Strait forall

Wang Yimeets
Araghchi, says
deeply distressed

Associated Press
Beijing, May 6

9

CHINA’S FOREIGN minister
on Wednesday called for acom-
prehensive ceasefire in the Iran
war, in comments that could
inject new energy into stalled
efforts to end the two-month
conflict between the United
States and Iran.

Wang Yi said his country
was “deeply distressed” by the
conflict. He spoke after meet-
ing with Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Abbas Araghchi, who was
visiting Beijing for the first time
since the war with the US and
Israel started February 28.

China’s close economic and
political ties to Tehran give ita
unique position of influence.

The Trump administration
ispressing Chinatouse thatre-
lationship to urge the Islamic
Republic to open the Strait of
Hormuz. The Chinese min-
ister’s comments followed an
earlier statement by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump that he
was pausing his short-lived US
effort to guide stranded com-
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Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (second right), talks to his Iranian counterpart Abbas Araghchi (left),
during the bilateral meeting in Beijing on Wednesday. xiNHUA via AP

mercial vessels out of the Strait
of Hormuz in hopes that a deal
could be finalized.

A shaky ceasefire has been
largely holding, despite ex-
changes of fire during the US
push to reopen the Strait.

Iran’s closure of the strait, a
vital waterway through which
major oil and gas supplies, fer-
tilizer and other petroleum
products passed before the war,
has sent fuel prices skyrocket-
ing, rattled the global economy
and put enormous economic
pressure on countries, includ-

ing major powers like China.
The spot price of Brent crude
oil, the international standard,
fell to around $100 per barrel
Wednesday, easing significantly
from big price jumps earlier in
the week. The prices are still
well above the roughly $70 a
barrel that crude was selling for
before the war began.
Araghchi's visit to China
comes ahead of a planned visit
by Trump to Beijing for a high-
profile summit May 14-15 with
Chinese President Xi Jinping.
The trip would be Trump’s

first to China during his second
term and the first by a US presi-
dent since Trump visited in
2017.

“We believe that a compre-
hensive ceasefire is urgently
needed, aresumption of hostil-
itiesis not acceptable, and that
it is particularly important to
remain committed to dialogue
and negotiations,” Wang said.

The Chinese foreign min-
ister said the conflict “has al-
ready lasted for more than two
months. It has not only caused
serious losses to the Iranian

people, but also had a severe
impact on regional and global
peace. China is deeply dis-
tressed by this.”

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio expressed hope that Beij-
ingwould reiterate the need for
Irantorelease its chokehold on
the strait, which would deny its
main leverage as Trump de-
mands a major rollback of Tran’s
disputed nuclear program.

“Thopethe Chinesetell him
what he needs to be told,”
Rubio said during a White
House briefing Tuesday. “And
that is that what you are doing
inthe straitis causing youtobe
globallyisolated. You’re the bad
guy in this.”

China’s Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Lin Jian said
Beijing has made clear that the
relevant sides must act “with
prudence” and resolve the con-
flict through dialogue in order
torestore peace. He added that
China has been actively pro-
moting peace talks and will
continue to do so.

Inastatement published on
the ministry’s website about
Wang's meeting with Araghchi,
the foreign ministry said China
values Iran’s pledge not to pur-
sue nuclear weapons while af-
firming its “legitimate right to
the peaceful use of nuclear
energy.”

G7tradetalks
targetcritical
minerals as
US-EU tariff rift
strains unity

Reuters
Paris, May 6

GROUP OF Seven trade min-
isters meeting in Paris on Wed-
nesday sought common ground
on securing critical mineral
supplies that are dominated by
China, but fresh US tariff threats
against European Union-made
cars risked straining unity.

France wants critical min-
erals supplies to be among the
most concrete deliverables dur-
ing its G7 presidency as min-
isters prepare for a leaders'
summit in mid-June, Foreign
Trade Minister Nicolas Foris-
sier said as he arrived for talks.

“I believe we will make very
concrete progress on rare earths
and critical minerals, securing
our supply chains and ensuring
we are not held hostage by cer-
tain countries,” he said.

China's share of the market
for minerals used in everything
fromelectric vehicles, wind tur-
bines, electronics to defence
systems is so dominant that it
can set prices low enough to
driverivals out, French Finance
Minister Roland Lescure said
on Tuesday.

G7 countries will seek to
“ensure that attempts or threats
toweaponize economic depen-
dencieswill fail”, the trade min-
isters said in a joint statement

| after their meeting.

Local polls could hasten exit of UK’s embattled PM Starmer

JillLawless
London, May 6

BRITISH VOTERS will cast bal-
lots Thursday in elections that
could hasten the end of Prime
Minister Keir Starmer’s troubled
term and confirm that an in-
creasingly fractured United
Kingdom has entered an era of
messy multiparty politics.
Starmer’s center-left Labour
Party is expected to take a bat-
tering in elections for local
authorities across England and

Visionary behind CNN & the
24-hour news era dles at 87

Jonathan Kandell
May 6

TED TURNER, the media
mogul who cutabrash and vivid
figure on the American scene of
the late 20th century by domi-
natingcable television industry,
creating the 24-hour news cycle
with CNN, and extending his
restless reach into professional
sports, environmentalism and
philanthropy, died on Wednes-
day at his home near Tallahas-
see, Florida. He was 87.

Phillip Evans, a spokesman
for the family, confirmed the
death. Turner announced in
2018 he had Lewy body demen-
tia, a progressive brain disorder.

Turner’s signature creation
was CNN — the Cable News Net-
work — which revolutionized
television news in 1980 by pres-
entingitall hours of theday and
eventually inspiring other
media operations to follow suit.
But his portfolio of business ven-
tures bulged with much more,
and their impact on American
culture was considerable.

As a spinoff of CNN, Turner
created the channel CNN Head-
line News and CNN Interna-
tional. He founded the cableand
satellite sports and entertain-
ment “superstation” that be-
came known as TBS and
spawned a sister channel, TNT,
both of which continue toreach
millions of homes.

In 1985, he bought for $1.5bil-
lion the MGM studio’s library of
films and nine years later cre-
ated the cable franchise Turner
Classic Movies, or TCM.

He made asimilar purchase
of Hanna-Barbera cartoons
and, relying on them, created
the Cartoon Network in 1992.
Andin1996, he merged his con-
glomerate, Turner Broadcast-
ing System, with Time Warner
to create one of the world’s lar-
gest media companies.

Along the way, he found the
time and energy to captain the
winning yacht in the America’s
Cuprace in 1977 and to take an

active role as owner of the At-
lanta Braves, giving the team ex-
tended national exposure on
Turner-owned television.

“mtryingtosettheall-time
record for achievement by one
person in one lifetime,” he told
thejournalist Dale Van Attain a
Reader’s Digest article in 1998.
“And that puts you in pretty big
company: Alexander the Great,
Napoleon, Gandhi, Christ, Mo-
hammed, Buddha, Washington,
Roosevelt, Churchill.”

Not even his staunchest ad-
mirers placed Turner on that
high a pedestal. Butevenabitter
rival like the media magnate Ru-
pert Murdoch — who once had
his New York Post run the head-
line “Is Turner Insane?” — had
toconcedethathewasoneofthe
most influential figures in the

(Top) Ted Turner is seen at his
deskinside the CNN Centerin
1982; Ted Turner and wife Jane
Fonda arrive for their West Coast
wedding reception in Hollywood
on January 10,1992. ap

history of mass media.

An Atlanta-based entrepre-
neur, Turner took astounding
risksinbusiness, often teetering
on the edge of bankruptcy and
thenroaringback to multiply his
fortune. Against the advice of
colleagues and the conventional
wisdom of hisindustry peers, he
poured millions of dollars into
pioneering ventures that com-
bined cable and satellite broad-
casts. He warred against the big
television networks.

His personal life, too, was
turbulent. His three marriages,
his last, ending in 2001, was to
the Oscar-winningactress Jane
Fonda, were often rocked by his
open displays of infidelity,
heavy drinking and otherwise
boorish behavior.

Nicknamed “the Mouth of
the South” for his self-aggrand-
izing claims and a reputation
for dispensing gratuitous in-
sults, Turner, talland slim with
a craggy, mustachioed face,
could nonetheless be a man of
great charm, whose gaffes were
forgiven by an indulgent public
which considered him a living
American legend. NYT

for semiautonomous legisla-
tures in Scotland and Wales.

With the prime minister’s
popularity in the doldrums
from a weak economy and re-
peated questions about his
judgment, rival parties are
framing Thursday’s votes as a
referendum on Starmer and his
2-year-old government.

“Vote Reform, Get Starmer
Out” is the campaign slogan of
the hard-right party Reform
UK.The next national election
does not have to be held until

Australiafiles new
weapons charges
against suspect

in Bondi shooting

Associated Press
Wellington, May 6

AN AUSTRALIAN man ac-
cused of killing 15 people in a
massacre at a Hanukkah cel-
ebration at Sydney’s Bondi
Beach will face 19 more charges
related to the attack, officials
said Wednesday.

Naveed Akram was already
charged with 59 counts includ-
ing murder, attempted murder
and committing a terrorist act
after two gunmen opened fire
on the Jewish holiday event in
December 2025. He hasn’t yet
been required to enter a plea.

The 24-year-old was shot
and wounded and his father
Sajid Akram, 50, waskilledina
gunbattle with police that
ended the attack. The massacre
was inspired by Islamic State
group, Australian police said.

The additional counts in-
cluded 10 of shooting with in-
tent to murder and six of dis-
charging a firearm with intent
to resist arrest.

British PM Keir Starmer

2029, but a wipeout on Thurs-
day could tip a restive Labour
Party into revolt against its un-

popular leader. Less than two
years after winning a landslide
election victory, “Keir Starmer
hasbecome a vessel for people’s
disappointment (and) disil-
lusionment,” said Luke Tryl of
pollster More in Common.
Starmer's popularity has
plunged after repeated mis-
steps since he became prime
minister in July 2024. His gov-
ernment has struggled to de-
liver promised economic
growth, repair tattered public
services and ease the cost of liv-

Russia snubs Kyiv’s
unilateral ceasefire,
fires dozens of drones

Associated Press
Kyiv, May 6

RUSSIA FIRED dozens of
drones at Ukraine in nighttime
attacks, Ukrainian officials said
Wednesday, disregarding a uni-
lateral ceasefire announced by
Kyiv that began at midnight.

The Russian Defence Minis-
try claimed that Ukraine hadn’t
abided by its own ceasefire, say-
ingthatair defenses shot down
53 Ukrainian drones over Rus-
sian regions, the illegally an-
nexed Crimean Peninsula and
the Black Sea between Tuesday
evening and dawn Wednesday.

Five people were killed by a
Ukrainian drone strike on the
city of Dzhankoi in Crimea, ac-
cording to Russia-installed Gov.
Sergei Aksyonov.

He reported the casualties
just after midnight, but posted
about the attack itself more
than 90 minutes earlier.

There had been no official
sign from Moscow that it would

heed Kyiv’s ceasefire, and there
was little hope for a pause in
hostilities as the war stretches
intoitsfifth year following Rus-
sia’s all-out invasion of its
neighbor.

US-led diplomatic efforts to
stop the war over the past year
have come to nothing.

On Tuesday, Russian drone
and missile strikes on Ukraine
killed 27 people and wounded
120 others, all of them civilians,
accordingto Ukrainian Interior
Minister Ihor Klymenko.

On Wednesday, two Russian
drones hitakindergarteninthe
downtown area of Sumy city in
northeastern Ukraine, killinga
security guard and wounding
two others, officials said. No
children were there at the time.

Russian attacks since last
Friday havekilled atleast 70 ci-
vilians and wounded more
than 500, the UN Human
Rights Monitoring Mission in
Ukraine said Wednesday, asthe
strikes hit 14 regions.

ing, tasks made harder by the
US-Israeli war with Iran, which
has choked off oil shipments
through the Strait of Hormuz.
The prime minister hasbeen
further hurt by his decision to
appoint Peter Mandelson, a
scandal-tarnished friend of Jef-
frey Epstein, as Britain’sambas-
sador to Washington.
Forecasters suggest Labour
will lose well over half of the
2,500 seats it is defending on
English local councils. It is ex-
pected to lose votes to parties

* BRIEFLY

on both left and right — es-
pecially to the Green Party in
London and Reform UK in
working-class, former Labour
strongholdsin England’s north.

“These elections are a peril-
ous moment for Keir Starmer,”
said Tony Travers, professor in
the Department of Government
at London School of Economics.
Hesaid after aseries of policy U-
turnsand in an economy where
“there isn’t much money to
spend on anything ... his oppo-
nentsare liningup.” AP

THE VATICAN

Pope’s Spain visit to include
Sagrada Familia tower opening

POPE LEO XIVwillinaugurate the
soaring central tower of Barcelona’s
famed Sagrada Familiabasilica
when he visits Spain nextmonthina
weeklong trip that will also take him
toamigrant centerinthe CanaryIs-
lands, the Vatican said Wednesday.
The June 6-12 visit will first bring
Leo to Madrid for meetings with gov-

ernment, parliament and King Fe-

Pope Leo XIV. FiLE lipeVIand Queen Letizia. REUTERS
INDONESIA PAKISTAN

16 killed,4hurt  Pak’s Punjab
afterbusandoil policekill10
tanker collide in ‘encounters’

A passenger bus collided
head-on with a fuel tanker
truck on a highway on Su-
matraisland on Wednesday,
killing atleast16 and injur-
ing four other passengers,
officials said. The crash oc-
cured when abus with 20
struck atanker travelling in
the opposite direction. AP

PAKISTAN’S PUNJAB police
haveKkilled 10 “suspects”in
alleged encounters, raising
the number of fatalities to
over1,100 over the past year,
evenashumanrights

group and former PM’s
Imran Khan's party raised
concerns over such
incidentsin province. PTI

e MOSCOW SHIFTS FROM LOW-COST RECRUITS TO PROFESSIONAL SABOTAGE OPERATIONS USING CRIME NETWORKS: POLICE INTELLIGENCE

Russia shifts from mass reerults to covertsabotage cells

Claudia Ciobanu
Warsaw, May 6

RUSSIA IS shifting from individ-
ual recruitsto ‘professional’ net-
worksto carry outacampaign of
sabotage and other attacks
across Europe, Poland's internal
security service said in a report
published Wednesday.

European officials and law
enforcement have previously
warned that Russia is waging a
hybrid war against Europe, in-
cludingsabotage, arson attacks,
and vandalism, as well as in-
fluence operations.

The Associated Press has
tracked more than 150 such inci-
dentslinked to Moscow by West-
ern officials since the invasion of

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Ukraine.Many of the people in-
volved were recruited online as
disposable agentsand some had
no idea they were working for
Moscow. Russia is now moving
away from using those low-cost,
one-time recruits toward more
“professional” operations, tap-
pingorganized crime networks,
according to the report pub-
lished on Wednesday by the In-
ternal Security Agency, or ABW.

Poland has conducted as
many espionage investigations
inthe pasttwo yearsasitdid over
the previous three decades,
ABW said, noting that 62 people
have been arrested.

Those espionage efforts are
partof Russia's “undeclared war
with the Western world,” ABW

Soldiers from Russian Wagner
mercenary group take partina
joint training at a military range
outside Brest, Belarus. FiLE

said, in which “Russian intelli-
gence is increasingly using
methodstypical of special forces
(reconnaissance and sabotage).”

New Delhi

In 2024 and 2025, 69 espion-
ageinvestigations were initiated,
the same total number as be-
tween 1991 and 2023, ABW re-
ported. “The long-term goal of
Russian Federationremainsthe
disintegration of Euro-Atlantic
structures, the isolation of spe-
cificcountries and theirinternal
socio-political and economicde-
stabilization,” the report stated.

While Poland was primarily
targeted by Russia, some of the
espionage activities were also
dictated by Belarus' secret ser-
vices, which are “closely cooper-
ating” with Moscow, aswell asby
China. The “mass surveillance”
operations in Poland are meant
to set ground for acts of diver-
sion, which ABW considers “the

most serious challenge” it faces.
Russian intelligence ser-
vices, whoare escalatingactions
in Poland, are accepting possi-
bility of “occurrence of fatalities,”
the Polish agency observed.
ABW also noted an increasing
“professionalization” of Russian
sabotage activitiesin 2024-2025.
According to the agency, in
2023, Russian services were still
basing their operations mainly
onso-called one-time agents, re-
cruited ad hoc via the internet.
Thatisamodel that Russiais
thought to have expanded fol-
lowing the expulsion of its intel-
ligence officers by Western
European countries after Rus-
sia's full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in 2022. AP
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‘INDIA & VIETNAM WILL ENSURE ECONOMIC SECURITY, SUPPLY CHAIN RESILIENCE OF BOTH NATIONS’

India, ASEAN to update trade

The talks assume significance as India
israpidly opening its market to FTA
countries in a bid to diversify exports

Ravi Dutta Mishra
New Delhi, May 6

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said that
India and the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) countries will update
thetrade agreement by theend
of the year. The deal was orig-
inally signed in 2009 under the
UPA government, and both
trade partners began renegoti-
ating the deal in 2024 amid a
ballooning trade gap.

Speaking at a joint press
conference with Vietnamese
President To Lam here, PM
Modi said, “Bilateral trade be-
tween India and Vietnam has
doubled over the past decade,
reaching $16 bn.

“Totake it to $25bn by 2030,
we have taken several impor-
tant decisions today. We have
also reached an agreement to
updatetheIndia-ASEAN Trade
Agreement — AITIGA —bythe
end of this year. This will give
new energy totrade and invest-
ment between India and all
ASEAN nations.”

The India-ASEAN trade
deal review hasbeen one of the
most challenging negotiations
that the Commerce and Indus-
try Ministry has engaged in, as

ASEAN nations have an edge
over India under the current
deal. India’s trade deficit with
the fast-growing ASEAN region
hasrisen to $45 billion in the fi-
nancial year 2025 (FY25), from
$8 billion in FY13.

An Indian Economic Ser-
vice research paper on India’s
trade patterns with the 10
ASEAN nations between 1991
and 2020 showed that while
imports have grown, exports
have declined since 2010, re-
sulting in increasing trade defi-
cits with all ASEAN countries.

PM Modi said that through
new initiatives in critical min-
erals, rare earth, and energy co-
operation, India and Vietnam
will ensure the economic secur-
ity and supply chain resilience
of both countries.

“Export of India’s agricul-
tural, fisheries, and animal
products to Vietnam will also
become easier. Very soon, Viet-
nam will taste India’s grapes
and pomegranates, and we will
enjoy Vietnam’s durian and
pomelo,” Modi said.

The Prime Minister said
that amemorandum of under-
standing (MOU) between the
drug regulators of both coun-
tries would “increase access to
Indian medicinesin Vietnam”.

RIL to shut some units
for maintenance, govt
sees no impacton LPG

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, May 6

INDIA’S LARGEST domestic
market-oriented refinery—Re-
liance Industries (RIL) do-
mestic tariff area refinery at
Jamnagar—will be taking a
routine maintenance shut-
down later this month, but the
government doesn’t expect the
shutdown to impact fuel avail-
ability in the country, particu-
larly that of liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG), a senior
Petroleum Ministry official said
on Wednesday.

The government is also in-
volved in coordinating refinery
shutdowns by different refiners
to ensure ample fuel availabil-
ity amid the West Asia crisis,
which has reduced energy
flows to India.

RIL’s 33-million-tonnes-
per-annum (mtpa) refinery is
the largest refinery supplying
fuels for the Indian market. The
company’s Jamnagar refinery
complex also has a 35.2-mtpa
special economic zone (SEZ) re-
finery that is export-oriented.

Refineries take periodic
planned maintenance shut-
downs, or turnarounds, to en-
sure operational safety, comply
with regulations, and replace
equipment that needs to be
changed. These scheduled re-
finery outages help with in-
spection, cleaning, repairs, and
upgradestomaintain and even
improve operational efficiency.
Due to the West Asia war,
wherever feasible, refinery

shutdowns have been post-
poned to ensure stable and ad-
equate fuel supplies in India.
According to Petroleum
Ministry Joint Secretary Sujata
Sharma, RIL’s refinery shut-
down—likely to last about four
weeks—will begin after Nayara
Energy’s 20-mtpa Vadinar re-
finery comes back on stream
after its maintenance turn-
around is completed by the
middle of May. The Vadinar re-
finery’s maintenance shut-
down started last month after
facing months-long delays.
“Shutdowns or turn-
arounds are part of normal op-
erations as far as refineries are
concerned. We in the ministry
try toensure that all shutdowns
don’thappen atthe sametime.
Ithastobescattered sothatthe
supplies for the domestic mar-
ket are not affected, and that’s
what we are ensuring now also.
Right now the Nayara refinery
isunder shutdown, and by the
mid of this month or even be-
fore that, it will come back (on
stream). And then the Reliance
shutdown will start,” Sharma
said. She added that the shut-
down will not have any impact
on the domestic production of
LPG as not all units of the RIL
refinery are going to be offline.
As for other fuels like petrol,
diesel, and aviation turbine
fuel, the country is self-suffi-
cient and a net exporter, which
means that there is no real
supply constraint.
FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

pactby vear-end, says PM Modi

Both trade partners began renegotiating the deal in 2024. ani

“Toboost financial connec-
tivity as well, today we have de-
cided to enhance cooperation
between our central banks. In-
dia’s UPI and Vietnam’s Fast
Payment System are also set to
be linked soon. Additionally,
we are now goingto strengthen
state-to-state and city-to-city
cooperation between our two
countries,” Modi said.

“In this era of global up-
heaval and economic chal-
lenges, on the strength of our
talent, good governance, and
economic reforms, India and
Vietnam are emerging as the
world’s fastest-growing econ-
omies. Now, through our
enhanced strategic partner-
ship, we will become partners
in each other’s rapid growth,”
he said.

The renegotiations also as-
sume significance as India is

rapidly opening its market to
FTA countries in abid to diver-
sify exports during growing
uncertainty in markets such as
West Asia, the US and the grow-
ing regulatory hurdles in
Europe.

Amid India’s aggressive
push for global trade integra-
tion, the existing FTAs have not
translated into higher exports.

Imports have surged from
the ASEAN region after it
joined the China-led Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) trade deal.

India exited the RCEP ne-
gotiations in 2019 due to con-
cerns over rising imports from
China. Notably, China-ASEAN
trade is on the rise. The 10
member states of ASEAN in-
cludeIndonesia, Thailand, Sin-
gapore, the Philippines, Viet-
nam, Malaysia, Myanmat,

Al FEARS & HEADY VALUATIONS
Foreign investors cut holdings

intop IndianIT cosinFY26

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, May 6

INDIAN IT companies are
facing a double whammy from
the advent of artificial intelli-
gence (Al).

Not only are future business
orders under risk, the increas-
ing use of Al in workflows by
the same tech firms is leading
towhatis called ‘Al deflation’—
or reduction in order values as
efficiencies reduce costs, which
isthen passed on to customers.

This, naturally, has hit their
share prices, with the National
Stock Exchange’s benchmark
Nifty IT index down 23% so far
in2026. Infosys and HCL Tech-
nologies have fallen 27-28% in
that period.

Foreign investors, a key
player in the capital markets,
have taken a particularly tough
view of the Indian IT sector, cut-
ting their shareholding in the
top companies in FY26 by over
three percentage points on
average. In fact, Foreign insti-
tutional investors’ (FIIs) alloca-
tion to the Indian technology
sector stood at an all-time low
of 7.3% at the end of March
compared to10.1% attheend of
FY25, according to brokerage
Motilal Oswal Financial Ser-
vices. Among India’s top-nine
IT services companies, Coforge
saw the largest decline in FII
holding — 9.6 percentage
points — during FY26.

Infosys and Tech Mahindra
saw a reduction in FIIs share-
holding by over 4 percentage
points. Wipro was the only one

e How muchholdings
FPIscutinindianIT
companies

Company-wise changeinFPI
holdingin FY26 (bps)

Coforge . -955
Infosys | -443
Tech Mahindra -436
HCL Tech -365
TCS -238
Persistent Systems 225
Mphasis I
LTIMindtree 37
Wipro | -3

SOURCE: EXCHANGES
e —

of the nine in which FIIs left
their stake largely unchanged.

Most of these companies,
barring Tech Mahindra, Wipro,
and LTM (formerly LTIMind-
tree), saw FIIs reduce their
stakesin January-March —the
quarter in which concerns
about Al eating into business
intensified after US-based An-
thropic rolled out legal plugins
for its Claude chatbot as ana-
lysts expressed worries that
these tools could render the In-
dian IT services sector obsolete.

The hitto the Indian IT sec-
tor has been sufficiently large
tobeadragontheentire Indian
stock market, with the Nifty SO
down 0.2% over the last one
year. So far in 2026, FIIs have
sold $21.6 billion of Indian
equities —more than the $18.9

o SKEWED TRADE

INDIA’S TRADE deficit with the
fast-growing ASEAN region has
risen to $45 billionin FY25 from
$8 billionin FY13

AN INDIA Economic Service
research paper on India’s trade
patterns with the 10 ASEAN
nations between 1991and 2020
showed that while imports have
grown, exports have declined
since 2010, resulting inincreas-
ing trade deficits with all

ASEAN countries

Cambodia, Brunei and Laos.
Accordingto a statement re-
leased by PMO, India and Viet-
nam have agreed to strengthen
the supply chains in sectors of
mutual interest. Vietnam af-
firmed its commitments to di-
versify its supply sources and to
“import more products from
India to serve its domestic pro-
duction and export needs”.
“Both sides agreed to ex-
plore ways for a more conduc-
ive regulatory environment to
facilitate ease of doing business
for companies of both coun-
tries, including in standards
compliance certification. They
underlined the importance of
maintaining constructive dia-
logue for resolving mutual con-
cerns under bilateral institu-
tional mechanisms,” it said.
FULLREPORT ON
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billion they sold in all of 2025—
of which $2.4 billion worth of
netsaleshave beenof Indian IT
stocks (until April 15). As a re-
sult, FIT holdings in the IT sec-
tor reduced to $41.4 billion
from $59.8 billion at the end of
2025. FIIs have continued to
lower their holding of IT com-
panies even though many ex-
perts think valuations in the
sector, especially for large-cap
companies, are now fair post
the sharp correction in stock
prices. Meanwhile, domestic
institutional investors (DIIs)—
consisting primarily of mutual
funds and insurance com-
panies — have increased their
stake in technology companies
that are part of the NSE 500
universe by 4 percentage
points in FY26 to 22.3%.

To be sure, this has been
part of abroader trend.

“On a year-on-year basis,
DIIs raised their holdings in 21
out of 24 sectors. The maxi-
mum increase in holdings was
visible in private banks, tech-
nology, telecom, real estate,
healthcare,and NBFC — Lend-
ing,” Motilal Oswal said on
Tuesday.

Experts remain mixed on
the IT services sector. While
some are cautious due to con-
cernsregarding the outlook for
their earnings due to the in-
creasing adoption of Al, some
fund houses have seized onto
the opportunity offered by
cheaper valuations to accumu-
late shares of these companies.

FULLREPORT ON
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Indian cos pledge to
invest record $20.5bn

in US; pharma in focus

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, May 6

INDIAN COMPANIES have
pledged toinvest arecord $20.5
billion in the United States,
which includes $19.1 billion in
pharmaceuticals, the US em-
bassy said on Wednesday.

The commitments were
made during an investment
summit in Maryland, US.

According to the US em-
bassy, the commitments span
key sectors including pharma-
ceuticals, advanced manufac-
turing, energy infrastructure,
and emerging technologies,
and are expected to create
thousands of jobs in both coun-
tries while expanding US pro-
duction and joint innovation
capacity.

The US embassy statement
quoted Ambassador Sergio Gor
saying, “Iam proud to advance
our goal to double US-India bi-
lateral trade to $500 billion by
2030. Through fair, balanced,
and mutually beneficial trade,
we’re attracting world-class in-
vestment to the United States
and creating shared prosperity
for both nations.”

Itsaid thatasignificant share
oftheinvestmentisdriven by In-
dia’spharmaceutical sector, with
more than $19.1 billion in
planned investments in US
manufacturing, research and
development, and new facilities.

In addition, 12 Indian com-
panies announced more than
$1.1billion in new greenfield and
expansion projects across
multiple states, supporting jobs
in manufacturing, technology,
and engineering.

Pharmaceuticals &

industrial capacity

Indian pharmaceutical com-
panies announced plans to in-
vest more than $19.1billioninthe
US, anchored by Sun Pharma-
ceutical’s planned $11.75 billion
acquisition of New Jersey-based
Organon & Co.

Review of HDFC
Bank findsno
major lapses’

Reuters
Mumbai, May 6

LAW FIRMS reviewing govern-
ance at HDFC Bank are set to
report this month that they
have not found any major
lapse, two people with direct
knowledge of the findings said,
clearing the way for the reap-
pointment of its CEO.

India’slargest private lender
by assets called in Mumbai-
based Trilegal and Wadia
Ghandy & Co after Atanu Chak-
raborty resigned as chairman
in March citing “incongruence”
between his personal values
and bank practices.

He did not elaborate.

The resignation was fol-
lowed by a 13.81% drop in the
bank’sshare price, or $16 billion
in the stock’s value, and
prompted a rare statement
from the central bank seeking
to allay investor and depositor
concernaboutalender deemed
too big to fail. It also threw into
doubt the lender’s application
at the central bank due May-
end to reappoint CEO Sashid-
har Jagdishan.

e AN MIT GRADUATE, SHE IS ALSO THE CEO OF BOSTON-BASED BIOTECH FIRM BICARA THERAPEUTICS

Claire, 37, ‘right person’ to lead Biocon into next era, say experts

George Mathew
Mumbai, May 6

POISED TO succeed Kiran Ma-
zumdar-Shaw at the helm of
Biocon Ltd, Claire Mazumdar
brings a formidable mix of
scientific brilliance, global bio-
tech leadership and entrepre-
neurial success.

Claire, whois set to take over
the mantle from Kiran Mazum-
dar-Shaw as the head of Biocon,
is a success story in her own
right as the CEO of Boston-
based Bicara Therapeutics, a
biotech firm incubated with
funding from Mazumdar-Shaw
and listed on Nasdaq in 2024.

Daughter of Ravi Mazum-
dar, whois the brother of Kiran

Mazumdar-Shaw, Claire, 37,
will head Biocon which oper-
atesin more than 120 countries,
supported by seven manufac-
turing sites, three R&D sites, 18
offices worldwide, and a work-
force of over 9,500 employees.

Mazumdar-Shaw, who is
now Chairperson of Biocon,
said it’s part of the five-year
phased transition plan for the
company which has a market
capitalisation of Rs 61,700
crore. Mazumdar-Shaw, whose
husband John Shaw died in
2022, has no child.

Claire holds a Bachelor of
Sciencein Biological Engineetr-
ing from MIT, earned her MBA
from Stanford Graduate School
of Businessand a PhDin cancer

Claire’s (left) research in tumourimmunology and cancer epigenetics
has been published in Nature, Cell Stem Celland Cancer Cell. riLe

biology from Stanford School of
Medicine. Her research in tu-
mour immunology and cancer

epigenetics hasbeen published
in Nature, Cell Stem Cell and
Cancer Cell.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Bicara is a clinical-stage bio-
pharmaceutical company com-
mitted to bringing trans-
formative bifunctional therapies
topatients with solid tumours. It
has built a platform designed to
facilitate the development of bi-
functional therapies that pre-
cisely target the tumour and de-
liver a tumour-modulating
payload to the tumour site.

Claireled business develop-
ment and corporate strategy at
Rheos Medicines, where she
supported a major partnership
with Roche. AsaSenior Associ-
ateat Third Rock Ventures, she
focused on company formation
and supported business devel-
opment for TRV portfolio com-
panies. She is also a Member of

the Board of Directors for Noora
Health, a global non-profit
which works to improve pa-
tient outcomes and strengthen
health systems by equipping
family caregivers with the skills
they need to care for their loved
ones. Corporate observers say
that Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw
hasselected theright person to
succeed her at the Indian bio-
tech firm.

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw’s
brother Ravi Mazumdar is also
on the board of Biocon.

Biocon has commercialised
12 biosimilar products and 30
plus generic formulations glo-
bally. It has robust research and
development pipeline of 20+
biosimilar assets.

New Delhi
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US Under Secretary William Kimmitt gave the opening remarks on
Day 3 of the 2026 #SelectUSASummit. x/@SELECTUSA

Participating companies in-
clude Aurobindo Pharma Ltd,
Biocon Group, Cipla Limited, Dr.
Reddy’s Laboratories Ltd, Glen-
mark Pharmaceuticals Ltd,
Granules India Ltd, Jubilant
Group, Lupin Limited, Sun
Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd.,
Piramal PharmaLtd.,and Zydus
Lifesciences Limited.

These investments will sup-
port manufacturing and net-
work expansions, new green-
field facilities, and increased
research and development,
helpingexpand the supply of es-
sential medicines, address drug
shortages, and strengthen the
resilience of the US healthcare
supply chain.

JSW Steel affirmed plans for
commissioning $255 million in
modernisation projects at its fa-
cilities in Ohio and Texas.

Manufacturing

Abhyuday Group (Ahmeda-
bad) will invest over $900 mil-
lion across five US sites, creating
1,500 Americanjobs. Jindal Pipe
andJindal Tubular USA (PR Jin-
dal Group) will invest $87 million
to expand in Texas and Missis-
sippi, creating140jobs. the state-
ment said. Jivo Wellness (Delhi)
will invest $15 million, creating
50directjobs and up to150 indi-

* BRIEFLY

rect jobs. Polyhose Inc. will in-
vest $2 million in Los Angelesto
support the US shipbuilding in-
dustry.

Technology, AL &

digitalinfrastructure

Mumbai-based Sterlite Tech-
nologies Ltd. will invest $100
million, creating up to 500 jobs
and supporting Al and telecom
infrastructure.

Techdome Solutions (In-
dore)will invest $7.5 million, cre-
ating 100 jobs. Kerala’s RoshAi
will invest $5 million in Texas,
creating 20 jobs. Chennai’s Atri
Alwillinvest $2 million in Menlo
Park, California. Kissflowwill in-
vest $2 million in Houston. Sato-
riXR will invest $1.5 million in
Michigan.

Energy, research &
innovation
MagnolInnovation Lab of Ke-
rala will invest $2 million to es-
tablish US field operations and
support energy sector applica-
tions. Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Madras Global Research
Foundation will invest $4.5 mil-
lion to establish a US research
and collaboration hubin Califor-
nia, with plans for an additional
East Coast. FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SEBI classifies
‘significant
indices’ based on
AUM threshold

Mumbai: Markets regula-
tor SEBI has introduced a
regulatory framework clas-
sifyinganyindex as a “sig-
nificantindex” ifitis
benchmarked by mutual
fund schemes with daily
average cumulative assets
under management
exceeding Rs 20,000 crore
for each of the preceding
six months. The move is
aimed at enhancing trans-
parency and accountabil-
ityinindex governance.PTI

Dedicated
pharmatrain
flagged-offin
Hyderabad

Hyderabad: Aushadhi Ex-
press, aninaugural cargo
train carrying
pharmaceutical products,
was flagged off by Sanjay
Kumar Srivastava, General
Manager, South Central
Railway (SCR), and Sanjay
Swarup, CMD of Container
Corporation of India (CON-
COR) from ICD Sanathna-
garin Hyderabad to the Ja-
waharlal Nehru Port
(JNPT). Officials said that
theinitiative will enable
faster, safer, and more effi-
cient movement of
temperature-sensitive
cargo. ENS

* MARKETS

Review cyber
risks in 2 mths:
RBItobanks

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
ofIndia (RBI) has asked
banks to conduct aninter-
nal review of their cyberse-
curity preparedness and
place adetailed assessment
before their respective
boards within the next two
months, sources said.

The exerciseis part of an ad-
visoryissued by the central
bankon April 27 directing
lenders to further
strengthen their cyber
defence frameworks amid
rising digital and Al-linked
risks. FE

Zeesues
Reliance-Disney
over alleged
copyrightbreach

New Delhi:India’s Zee En-
tertainment has sued the
Reliance-Disneyjoint ven-
ture, the country’s biggest
entertainment company,
allegingitused Zee’s copy-
righted music after licence
agreements expired, court
documents show. Zee is
seeking $3 millionin dam-
ages, alleging unauthorised
use and exploitation of
works from its music divi-
siononthe Reliance-Disney
streaming platform and
some of its TV channels, ac-
cordingto previously unre-
ported court papers seen by
Reuters. REUTERS

Sensex NIFTY
77958.52 24,33095

94073 | 29815
1.22% 1.24%

() $)
Gold » USDollarv
%1,50,860 394.61
Silver » Oil v
32,49,067 $112.47

NOTE: GOLD, SILVER RATES AS PER INDIA BULLION AND JEWELLERS ASSOCIATION DATA
GOLD PER10G, SILVER PER 1KG; CRUDE OIL (INDIAN BASKET) AS OF MAY 5, 2026
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* CROSSWORD

1 2 3 4
8 ")
10 1
12 13 14 15
18
17 18 18 20
21 22

ACROSS DOWN
1Religiousrite comes to 2In mental disorder I get
nothing in California (10) sustenance (7)

8 Inflexibly formal (5) 3 Plunder Winchester for
9Islands having general room example (5)

forimprovement (7) 4 Spy gets a way to interfere (6)
10 Futile advice tothe wasteful ~ 5Irritates by the unnecessary
(7) loss of a point (7)

11 Animal brings everything 6 In the old style also known as
back to mother (5) a Japanese city (5)

12 Confirm atryifitis 7 Sat and gave new privileges
converted correctly (6) for some people (10)

14 A sure thing one might say? 8 Yet it’s enough food to go

(6) round (6,4)

17 He keeps on accumulating 13 Women have warm regard
endless unhappiness (5) for his wares (7)

19 Time for settling scores? (7) 15 In the outcome I'd be clear
21 A row about the Spanish (7)

drawing room (7) 16 Extent of one’s education (6)
22 Think of Americans (5) 18 The rest of the night (5)

23 Priest very disposed to 20 Sides and top cut off hedges
obstinacy (10) (5)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5981 ACROSS: 1Speech, 4 Teapot, 9 Rubella, 10
Tense, 11 Sedan, 12 Lineage, 13 Worldly-wise, 18 Sparrow, 20 Loser, 22 Axiom,
23 Raiment, 24 Lining, 25 Agreed DOWN: 1 Stress, 2 Ebbed, 3 Colonel, 5 Eaten,
6 Pen pals, 7 Theses, 8 Wallflowers, 14 Ovation, 15 Willing, 16 Assail, 17 Crated,
19 Roman, 21 Suede

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the
answer for the given quip.

I have always felt that a politician is to be judged by the
excites among his opponents - Churchill (11)
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Tender No 386

Tele.: $135-1TRI508, ITazH0E, Fax: 0115-2T63507, wighes ka: wwwljvnl.com

Crate : 06.05.2026

e-TENDER NOTICE
Office of Executive Engineer (Maintenance), Khodri Power Station,
Dakpathar (Dehradun), invites online tender for following supply/work ;
e-Tender No. 04/EE{Maint.)/Khodri/2026-27: Procurament of Self-
Lubricafing Guide wane bushes (Top, Middle & Bottom pivol ring) of
30 MW Machines at Khodn Power Station
Estimated Cozt:R=s. 42 43 500/-[G5T Exira).
Date of availability of bid documents: 1 3.05. 2026 (10:00 Hrs)
Last data for submission of Tendar: 02,06 2026 (upto 16:00 Hrs, ).
For further details and downloading of the tender documents kindly visit

website " hitps:luktenders.gov.in® ) _ _
Executive Engineer{Maintenance)

Khodri Power Station

District Child Protection Unit

ROOM NO 6 & 8, RED CROSS BUILDING,
AMBEDKAR CHOWK, REWARI

Email:- icpsrewari@gmail.com, dcpo-rewari.wcd@govcontractor.nic.in
Ph. No. 01274-221852
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Cargo Related Facilities on Railway Land for goods
and parcel related facilities.
1. Policy guidelines issued vide schedule Mo. 3 of circular Mo . 2021/TC
(FMy18/23 dated 14.02. 2025,

2. Davelopment, Operation, and management on Railway land allotted
for this purpoze, at their own cost and risk: Facility so created under
this policy should promote the growth of rail cargo.

3. Storage facilities like:- Warehousing Services, Silos, Cold chain
facilities, Godowns for e-commerce, Micro warehouse, praviding host
of Senvices as listed in Annexure-"C.

4. Duration of contract:-For a period of 25 year

5. Selection of bidder: Bidders will be required {0 quote the percentage
(%) increase over the fixed Reserve Price {RP). The eligible bidders
offering the highest percentagea (%) over the RP will be awarded the
confract.

6. For details of the policy. may visil Indian Rallway website
www.fois.indainrail.gov.in + Ratas Circular + Fraight Markating
Circulars < Master Circulars.

Contact for flurther details:-

1. Office of COM/FM/MNWR:=- 014 1-2725862

2. Office of Sr. DCMs: Ajmer-8001186950, Bikaner-9001187850, Jaipur
8001198950, Jodhpur Division-9001198950

G49-D0/26

Flease join us on EED NWRailways

OFFICE OF DISTRICT SOCIAL WELFARE

OFFICER, GURUGRAM.
Ground Floor, Vikas Sadan, Opp. Mini Secretariat, Gurugram.

Phone: 0124-2323809, E-mail: dswogrg@hrv.nic.in
SMILE (Support For Marginalised Individuals For
Livelihood and Enterprise) s o 3fafd qeud o #
frergfa & form <afwal & <ades qHa B 3¢ TR STTSifaht 9
Sired U g: frergfa @t iR clled A Ak 81 39 329 & Ofd &
faw Implimenting Agency & %9 # R-T&R TSI
(TASII3N), W™, YaRM-8 hufa, Al Yeiiehur =y
1860 T TSA/hg WM TR & Heifta ifuf=di & dgad dsiiera
HEATT, YRl ST HEATE, Q8L T e a2 T3/t a1 T
fHepra R quia: fordifta =0 d=nfera Seensti @ fren 9 e
fgam, Teu van- foea wed, Teum | gwae W fRe S ®
2 1 3=3% Teidl web link https://smile-b.dosje.gov.in/ =
SMILE @51 9 Heiftd 31=1 STHehR 9T 1 |

Sd/-
DISTRICT SOCIAL WELFARE OFFICER,

No. 44956/HRY GURUGRAM.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 (2)(ii) Cr. Pc.

Whereas a compiaint has been made before me that
accused person namely Vikas Modi s/o Rajender Prasad
F/o A-532, Sangam Vihar, New Delhi have committed (or
Is suspected to have commitied) the offence under
Case/FIR.No. 377/2020 uw/s 186/332/353/34 IPC. has
been registered at P.5. Tigri, New Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the
said, Vikas Modi cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said, Vikas Modi has
absconded (oris concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Vikas
Modi of FIR.No. 377/2020 u/s 186/332/353/34 IPC.
registered at PS. Tigri, New Delhi is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or before
11.06.2026
By Order
Sh. Chatinder Singh
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023
Whereas complaint has been made before me thal accused
Maninder @ Monty, Sfo: Anil Chaudhary, Rio: WZ-161, W-Block,
Dashgraha, Todapur, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No. 34/2021, Uls
279/337/338/304A IPC, P.5.: Rajinder Nagar, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Maninder @ Monty cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Maninder @
Monty has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service
of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made thal the said Maninder @ Monty
accused of offence in case FIR No. 34/2021, U/s 279/337/338/304A
IPC, P.5.: Rajinder Nagar, Delhi and is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 24.08.2026.

By Order

Ms. Preeti

DP/I5897/CDI2026 Judicial Magistrate First Class-03 (Central)
(Court Matter) Room No. 150, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi
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*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Steer clear of authority figures,
bosses and the police, because anger and frustration
might get you into trouble. This is the kind of day when
trouble it will find you. Appreciate the beauty of your daily
surroundings. Tonight: You're high-vis.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): With the Sun and Mercury in
your sign, you have something to say today. Furthermore,
you might not resist arguing with someone about politics
orreligion. Don't doit. Save yourself. Tonight: Explore!

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): This is the classic day for dis-
putes about inheritances, wills, shared property or any-
thing that you own jointly with someone else. Avoid these
discussions on a day where conflict s likely. Table this dis-
cussion for another day. Tonight: Check your finances.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Summon up all the pa-
tience you have when dealing with partners, spouses and
close friends today. Difficulties will arise. Leftover hurts
from earlier in the week might be percolating on the back
burner. Stay chill. Tonight: Cooperate.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): There's a strong probability that
controversial subjects will lead to arguments today. You
look great with the Sun highin your chart, while Venusiin
your House of Friendships encourages good times. Avoid
touchy subjects. Tonight: Get better organised.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Avoid discussions about how
to share costs, expenses or who picks up the tab today. Dis-
cussions about kids and shared responsibilities are likely to
lead to arguments. Go with what works. Do something dif-
ferent. Be a tourist in your own town. Tonight: Socialise.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Do what you canto keep the
peace in the family today. People are impatient and too
ready to lash out. Protect your precious peace of mind. To-
night: Relax at home.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 -NOV 23): This is the day for some
feisty exchanges that are either related to work, healthora
pet. You might get involved with a sibling, relative or neigh-
bour. You need more rest. Tonight: Go gently.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): If you are a parent, be
patient with your kids today because it's very easy for
things to go south ina minute. Romantic partners might
start out cosy and then end up arguing over nothing.
Tonight: Money and possessions.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Today the Moon s in
your sign, which can make you more emotional than usual.
Ontop of this, it's at odds with fiery Mars, which creates
needless disputes, irritability, rash actions and hasty be-
haviour. Yikes! Tonight: You're strong.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): You might encounter
money squabbles with someone today or arguments
about something you own, or something they own. This
could involve your kids, aromantic partner or something
to do with show business or hospitality industry.
Tonight: Solitude.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Use patience and mental
willpower to avoid arguments with friends or members
of groups, which might easily arise today. These
disputes could be related to money or earnings.
Tonight: Friendships.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused person,
namely, Javed, Slo Ali Ahemad, Rlo H. No. 786, Gali No, 5, Kardampuri,
Delhi, Also At: New Seelampur, Jhuggi No. E-16, K-337, JJ Colony,
Morth East Delhi, has commitied {or is suspected to have commitied) the
offence in FIR NO. 68672022, Uis: 379/411/34 IPC, registered at P.S.:
Jyoti Nagar, Delhi, and the warrant has been refumed writing upon that
the said accused person, Javed, cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused person, Javed, has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said, accused person,
Javed, FIR NO, 686/2022, U/s: 379/411/34 IPC, registered at P.S.: Jyoti
Nagar, Delhi, is required to appear before this court to answer the said

complzint on or before 05.06.2026. By Order
Sh. Rahul Saini

Judicial Magistrate First Class-08
New Building, G-6, Ground Floor,
Karkardooma Court Defhi

DP/5986/NE/2026
(Court Matter)

4 Rajasthan Skill and Livelihoods Development Corp.

Enushal Bhawan, -8-8, |halana nstitutions] Area, jakgur - 302004
Hﬂ'tl{E Inviting Expression of Interest (Eol) for

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana 2.0 (DDUGKY 2.0)

Rajasthan Skill and Livelihoods Development Corporation (RELOC) invites
proposals from eligible organizatronsfagencies against Expression of interest (Eol) tor
I-".H_;l_llm Proects andl I,'_..:|:I|'.r-|~ projects tey mncdertake |l1':||'|-l11r"r'|'|:|I||::-|| of progecl urler
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana 2.0 {DDUGKY 2.0). The fast date for
submission of online proposal is T8-May-2026 on
https:/fkaushalrural.govin/#/home and submit hard copy of Annexure-C along
with supporting documents to RSLDC office by 25-May-2025 il 17200 Hrs,

For further detads of Eol and Process ob online submission wisif
https://kaushal.rural.gov.in/#/home and RELDT website-
httpsz livelihoods.rajasthan.gowv.in/rsidc/# home/dptHome.

Managing Director, RSLDC

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Aashish Tomar (@ Akshay, S/o Rajendera Singh Tomar Rlo
111, Gali No.3, East Sagarpur, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR
No.184/2022 uls 356/379/411/34 IPC, P.5. Rajinder Nagar,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused Aashish Tomar @ Akshay cannot
be found and whereas il has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said accused Aashish Tomar @ Akshay has absconded
jor is concealing himself to avold the service of the said
warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Aashish

Tomar @ Akshay of FIR No.184/2022 u/s 356/379/411/34 IPC,

P.S. Rajinder Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 11.08.2026.

By Order,

Ms, Proeti

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03 (Central) Central District

DP/5300/CDI2026 Room Ne.150, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON

&% Rajasthan Skill and Livelihoods Development Corp.

Eaumhal Blharwian, =00, |hslans Aetitotions] Area, |aipur - 102004

ﬂﬂ_tl ce Inviting RFP for staffing at Block Level under
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDUGKY)

Rajasthan Skill and Livefihocds Development Corporation (RSLDC) invites RFP
from efigible organizations/agencies against RFP of staffing at Block level under Deen
Daval Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (BDUGKY), The last date for submission
-2026 at 14:00 Hrs an
https:/feproc.rajasthan.govin/nicgep/app and submit origiral hard copy of Bid
secunty Demand Dratt to RELDC office by 20-Pan- 2026 1ill 1200 Hrs,

For further details of RFP and Process wisit and RSLDC
https:/flivelihoods.rajasthan.gov.in/rslde/# /home/dptHome,
https:f/eproc.rajasthan.gov.infnicgep/fapp and

of online proposal Is T9-May

website-

See Section 82 Cr.P.C. / 84 BNSS

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused person, namely,
Mohd. Ali Nawaj @ Sethi, S/o Aji Abdul, Rio Village Kolar Khandi, Post Chilla
Bazar, Distt, Tripura Assam, Present Address: H.No. 356, Nehru Market
Badarpur, Dalhi, Also At: H.No. 1104/Khon Gacn Partly Ward No. 14, Village
Lakarpur, Tehsil Faridabad, Distt, Fandabad, has committed (or is suspectad
to have committed) the offence in Case FIR No. 217/2021, Uls: 20/25/29
NDPS ACT, registered at P.S.: Saket, New Delhi, and the warrant has been
returned writing upon that the said accused person, Mohd. Ali Nawaj @
Sethi, cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my safisfaction that
the said accused person, Mohd. All Nawaj @ Sethi, has absconded (or 5
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant), Proclamation is
hereby made that the said, accused person, Mohd. Ali Nawaj @ Sethi, Case
FIR No.: 217/2021, U/s: 20/25/28 NDPS ACT, registered at P.5.: Saket, New
Delhi, Is required to appear before this court 1o answer the said complaint on

or before 08.06.2026. By Order
sh. Ajay Garg
Additional Sessions Judge/Special Judge

e T Sewr T | | DP/4788/SD/2026 JMFC-04,Room No.211,SD, | |mttps://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in/sppp/index.php. DPI5970/SD/2026 (NDPS) Room No 505, Fifth Floor
No. 44945/HRY @rét| | (court matter) Saket Courts, New Delhi| | Raisamwad/c/26/2225 Managing Director, RsLDC | | (Court Matter) Saket Court Complex, New Delhi
.. . .. . epaper.:ndranexpres&.cﬂm .. . New Delhi
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‘Would’ve been
tooselfishtogo
forahundred’,
says Samson

Sanju Samson led CSK to awin
over DC on Tuesday. rTi

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

PERSONAL MILESTONES are
always enjoyable, but Sanju
Samson believes they're not the
be-all and end-all of the game.
At one stage during the chase
against Delhi Capitals, when
the match was pretty much in
the bag, Samson needed 21 for
his third hundred of the IPL
season with the team requiring
30 for victory.

There have been instances
in the past when strike and
scoring has been manipulated
insuch circumstances to allow
a batter to reach a personal
milestone. But Samson had the
bigger picture in mind, es-
pecially as net run rate may be
a factor. “A hundred is always
special but it would have been
a bit too selfish to go for a
hundred, so I thought let's win
the game. Finishing not out,
winning the game gives you
more satisfaction.”

As it turned out, Samson
scored just eight of the final 33
runs with batting partner Kar-
tikSharma applying the finish-
ing touches with three fours
and a six.

The pitch wasn't the easiest
to bat on, but Samson seemed
tobe playing on a different sur-
face. Where other batters were
frustrated with the slow pitch
with variable bounce, where
the odd ball was turning, he
stood still and timed the ball to
get hisboundaries.

He played the situation per-
fectly as 64 of his 87 runs came
in fours and sixes.

“I have been working a bit
on my initial movement and it
has been coming off. I've been
doing it for the last few years
andit'stactical as well depend-
ingon the bowlers and how you
want to approach them. It's
good to stick to what works well
for you, and allow the hands to
dothejob,” CSK's batting main-
stay said.

A hundredis

always special
but it would have
been abit too selfish
togo for ahundred,
soIthoughtlet's win
the game. Finishing
not out, winning the
game gives you more
satisfaction.”

SANJU SAMSON
CSKBATSMAN

Drop by drop, Punjab lose¢

Three dropped catches and a missed
stumping give lives to Klaasen and
Ishan as SRH return to winning ways

SYNOPSIS: Afterlosing
their last game, SRH got
back to winning ways
against PBKS to reach the
top of the table with 14
points from 11 games.

Tanishq Vaddi
Hyderabad, May 6

AFTER LOOKING flawless in
for the first seven games, the
Punjab Kings have lost their
third game in a row. Fielding is
increasingly becominga worry-
ing sign for last year's finalists.
Against Sunrisers Hyderabad,
this was evident as their
dropped chances for Heinrich
Klaasen and Ishan Kishan
proved to be the crucial mo-
ments that ultimately decided
the game. On the contrary,
coming off a loss, Hyderabad
performed efficiently in all
three departments.

Butter fingers

Shreyas Iyer subtly men-
tioned at the toss what hap-
pened in Hyderabad the last
time the Punjab Kings visited.
"On this wicket...they chased
2435," he said, but behind that
high-scoring chase was the
Kings' sloppy fielding effort;
they dropped several chances.
Abhishek Sharmascored aton.
Avyearlater,on Wednesday, the
same untidy fielding effort led
them to concede 235 runs.

The poor fielding virus
showed its symptoms late in
the game against LSG, when
Shashank Singh dropped three
catches. The result was all but
decided that night in Mullan-
pur, and Iyer could see the
funny side of it, but here, when
Shashank dropped Klaasen on
nine, the Punjab skipper's ex-
pression was not as happy.
With the rich vein of form
Klaasen has shown this tourna-

ment, he made it count.

Klaasen did what he has
been doing for SRH this season:
walking in during the middle
overs and laying the founda-
tion for the final overs. Klaasen
played second fiddle when
Ishan Kishan was batting,
though he showed power-hit-
ting whenever the ball was in
hisarc.Ishan scored a half-cen-
tury, but he himself had a
charmed life throughout at the
crease, where he was dropped
twice. When he was nine,
Cooper Connolly spilt one at
mid-wicket, when he was 18,
Lockie Ferguson missed a
chance at square-leg, and on
20, wicket-keeper Prabhsimran
Singh missed the stumping
chance. Both Klaasen and
Ishan put up 88 runs in the
middle overs. The duo's power-
hitting quality was as ballistic
as always.

To the Punjab Kings' credit,
they devised shrewd plans to
counter SRH's batting. They
did what the SRH bowlers have
been doing on this surface this
season: diggingtheballintothe
surface and taking the pace off.
However, they received no help
fromtheir fielders. Vijaykumar
Vyshak took a severe beating
from the Kishan-Klaasen part-
nership during the middle
overs. By thetime he came into
the attack, batters were aware
of what to expect and started to
setup. After scoring a half-cen-
tury, Ishan hit one through
mid-wicket; ironically enough,
Suryansh Shedge at deep mid-
wicket took a catch this time.
Klaasen fell on the final de-
livery when Marco Jansen took
an unusually low, bent catch at
long off for aball that went high
in the air.

Fieldingto the fore

Although the Kings had the
intentions and plans in place,
their execution failed, which is

top spot to Hyderabad

SRH’s Heinrich Klaasen provided the fireworks with his innings of 69 (43 balls, 3x4, 4x6) vs Punjab. i

oIPLtable

'Teams M |W |[L |[PTS
[SRH |11 [7 |4 |14
'PBKS 10 6 |3 |13

[RCB 19 [6 [3 [12

'RR 10 6 |4 [12

IGT [10[6 [4 [12

'CSK 10 5 |5 |10
IDC [10[4 |6 |8

T e R

M J10[3 [7 |6

LSG 9 2 7 4
M: MATCH; W: WIN; L:LOSS; PTS: POINTS;
e —

where the Sunrisers got their
two points. In the first over, Pat
Cummins dug one into the
wicket, and Priyansh Arya
made an error. The pull shot
did not come off, and Eshan
Malingatook a superb running
catch at square-leg. Nitish
came into the attacklooking for
swing and pitched the ball up.

Prabhsimran Singh tried to
close the bat face early, but the
ball took the leading edge.
Cummins, fielding at mid-off,
took a lovely catch while run-
ning backwards, using a re-
verse cupped-hand position.
Shreyas perished in the
powerplay. His counterpart,
Cummins, took the catch at
mid-off when Iyer mis-hitade-
livery from Malinga. Losing
three wickets in the powerplay,
Punjab was hampered in the
chase. They had to maintain
the gruelling balance of
keeping the tempo withoutlos-
ing any more wickets. Marcus
Stoinis and Cooper Connolly
partnered, stopped the fall of
wickets and also counter-at-
tacked quite bravely before on-
field brilliance undid Stoinis.
Shivang Kumar delivered one
wide. Stoinis slashed at it as
hard as he could, but keeper
Ishan's quick reflexes secured
the catch on the second at-
tempt. Connolly found another

ally in Shedge. They built 47
runs from 30 deliveries, and
Cummins brought himself
backintotheattacktobreakthe
partnership, deploying the
pitch's most efficient weapon:
aslowbumper.

By the halfway mark of the
chase, Punjab needed 145 runs
from the next 10 overs. The ball
was oldish and reversing a bit.
Malinga and Sakib Hussain,
knew the drill that works here.
The bowlers kept pressuring
the Punjab batters. But while
the other Punjab batters
struggled with the sluggish
pitch, Connolly has an ideal
backfoot game suited for this
pitch. Weighting on the
back foot, he had answers for all
the variations SRH offered
and fought the lone battle for
Punjab.

BRIEF SCORES: SRH 235/4in
20 ovs (Klaasen 69, Ishan 55,
Head 38) beat PBKS 202/7in 20
ovs (Connolly 107 not out;
Cummins 2-34) by 33 runs

Ahmedabad to host IPL final, KSCA ‘disappointed’

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

THE NARENDRA Modi Sta-
dium in Ahmedabad will host
the IPL final for the fourth time
in five years as the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) unveiled the Playoffs
schedule for the IPL 2026 sea-
son on Wednesday.

While the knockouts will be
held at three venues starting
May 26, the BCCI omitted Ben-
galuru’s M Chinnaswamy Sta-
dium, the home venue of de-
fending champions Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, from
staging the final. The board
stated that the decision was

“Watching Virat chase, you
understand art of batting’

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 6

HE HASN'T set the IPL on fire
yet, but Jacob Bethell is quickly
coming to terms about what it
takes to flourish in the Indian
Premier League. The 22-year-
old hasbeen highly regarded in
England for some time and has
even captained the national
sidebutheburst ontothelime-
light bigtime withahundredin
thelast Ashes Testin Sydneyin
January. Indian fans got to
know him first-hand when he
gave the home team abigscare
with a century in the big chase
in the T20 World Cup semifinal
in Mumbai in March.

Bethell has played just three
matches for RCB this season
with a grand total of 39 runs.
But he has already earned
something which he will cher-
ish for a long time — watching
Virat Kohli from up close and
observing what makes the
maestro tick, especially when
he has a target to overhaul.

“Watching Virat chase, you
understand the art of batting,
how to control a chase and stay
notout. It’'sabout shifting gears

based on thesituation,” Bethell
said on RCB Bold Diaries.

He has opened with Kohliin
his three games so far and
though the partnerships have
been worth 26, 26 and 34, the
short stints would be invalu-
ableinteaching Bethell what it
takes to performin the IPL caul-
dron. “WhenIgot toRCB, Iwas
curious about the experience.
Watching Virat, (skipper) Rajat
(Patidar), and speaking to DK
(Dinesh Karthik), I realised the
game shifts here. It’s played at
ahigh tempo; you have tobe ag-
gressive and brave,” the Eng-
land prodigy, who was born in
Barbados, said.

RCB head coach Andy
Flower has coached in T20
leagues around the world, and
also had a long and successful
stint with England during
which period the team reached
the pinnacle of Test cricket.
Bethell came onto the scene
much later, but he was never-
theless keen to work with the
Zimbabwe-born former wicket-
keeper-batter-turned-coach,
whowastheonetoend thelong
wait of RCB fans for the IPL
crown last year.

taken after the Karnataka State
Cricket Association failed to
meet certain requirements to
host the final, making way for
Ahmedabad again.
“Bengaluru was originally
designated to host the Final.
However, owing to certain
requirements fromthelocal as-
sociation and authorities that
were beyond the scope of
BCCTI’s established guidelines
and protocols, the venue has
been shifted and reassigned,” a
statement from the BCCI read.
The KSCA expressed its dis-
appointment over the BCCI's
decision. It said that former
India pacer Venkatesh Prasad,
who is the association's presi-

¢ Playoffs schedule

QUALIFIER1

May 26: Dharamshala
ELIMINATOR

May 27: New Chandigarh
QUALIFIER 2

May 29: New Chandigarh
FINAL

May 31: Ahmedabad

dent, was “personally in touch
with the BCCI” in this regard
where he had formally con-
veyed KSCA’s preparedness,
willingness, and keen interest
in hosting the IPL Playoffs at
the Chinnaswamy Stadium.

KSCA had also addressed a
“detailed communication” to
the BCCI where it outlined its
preparedness and explained
the operational framework
under which the current IPL
season was conducted in Ben-
galuru. InJunelastyear,11RCB
fans had lost their lives while
celebrating the franchise’s first
IPL title in 18 seasons at a vic-
tory parade.

The statement, signed by
KSCA’s spokesperson, Vinay
Mruthyunjaya, noted that spe-
cific reasons for the IPL playoff
games being allotted to other
centres over Chinnaswamy Sta-
dium have not been formally
communicated to KSCA.

“But we fully respect the
prerogative and decision-mak-
ingauthority of the BCCIin this
regard,” it said.

The Qualifier 1, involving
the top two sides at the end of
the league stage, will be held at
the HPCA Stadium in Dharam-
sala, the secondary home
venue of Punjab Kings. The Hi-
machal venue will host three
league stage games involving
Punjab starting later this week.
Punjab’s traditional home
venue in New Chandigarh,
Mullanpur, will then stage the
Eliminator and Qualifier 2 fix-
tures on May 27 and 29, respect-
ively before the Ahmedabad fi-
nale on May 31.

How Kartik, who hit 500
balls a day, is keeping
Dhonion the bench

Venkata Krishna B
Chennai, May 6

MSDHONI hasa calfinjury. He
has not rushed back. Partly be-
cause Chennai Super Kings are
managing him carefully at 44.
But partly, those inside the
dressing room say, because
Kartik Sharma has made it
complicated.

It was not long ago that Ste-
phen Fleming was sceptical
about young blood. As CSK fell
behind other teams in batting
approach last season, Fleming
held his ground — sample size
too small, he said. Weeks later
he had changed his mind.
Beyond Abhishek Sharma,
Priyansh Arya and Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi, there were more.
Kartik was among them —
spotted mid-season by CSK's
scouting team, added to their
pool as a development player,
ineligible for the auction but
too good to ignore.

Avyearon, heis making that
scouting look shrewd.

Kartikis19, from Bharatpur,
and not the biggest or burliest
of batters. What he has is one
specific thing, and he has built
hislife around it. At the Aravali
Cricket Academyin Hathod on
the outskirts of Jaipur — where
he trained under the late Vivek
Yadav, a former Ranji Trophy
winner who died of COVID-re-
lated complications in 2021 —
coaches spotted early that he
could connect with the balland
hititlong.

Range hitting became the
immediate priority. On some
days, 500 to 700 balls against
the machine, pace and spin, the
objective each time the same:
hit as many out of the park as
possible.

His father, back in Bharat-
pur, installed a ball machine at
home so he could keep practis-
ing between academy stints.
"There is a clarity in his head
about what he is working on:
hitting sixes," says Jagsimran
Singh, head coach at Aravali.

CSK have punted Rs 14.2
crore on exactly that. They
knew the price tagalone would
create pressure. So they built
around him carefully. David
Reid, a mental-skills coach
from Australia with experience
in the AFL and Big Bash
League, oversaw the sessions
off the field — breathing,
nerves, understanding what
the mind does when 50,000
people are watching.

"The mental aspect is really
important," Fleming said.
"You're sending players outinto
an absolute cauldron like
35,000 to 50,000 to 100,000
people. The mental aspect of
staying calm and understand-
ingwhat the mind and body are
doing is reasonably untapped
in this competition. We intro-
duce them to certain mental
skills and breathing aspects
that might help them to per-
form. Because they're very
good at hittingballs in the nets,
but understanding nerves and
anxiety and fear of failure is
also equally important, es-
pecially if you have a price tag

Kartik Sharma caught CSK's
eye before he was even eligible
for the auction. pi

onyour head."

Beyond Reid, there was
Dhoni. Like how he had
moulded Shivam Dube into a
six-hitting finisher, a pattern
was drawn in CSK's net
sessions. Kartik was put in the
same batch as the 44-year-old.
Simulated match situations,
specific tasks listed out —
which balls to pick, which
bowlers to target, which
pockets to exploit. Dhoniby the
side, watching, guiding. The in-
itial plan was to use Kartik as a
finisher; after the early
struggles, CSK moved him to
No4, his position for Rajasthan,
his comfort zone.

Unconvincing start

His IPL debut —No 6on a
seaming Guwahati pitch —
brought 18 off 15. Unconvincing
shows against Punjab Kings
and Royal Challengers Benga-
luru followed, and he was
dropped. In domestic cricket
last season, batting at No 4 for
Rajasthan, his six-hitting had
made Kevin Pietersen stop and
askonX:"Whoisthis?" CSKhad
been watchingsince before the
auction. They knew what he
could do. They also knew he
needed time.

When he came back in the
last week of April, CSK moved
him to No 4. Against Mumbai,
with Ruturaj Gaikwad at the
other end. Against Delhi, with
Sanju Samson settled. In both
games he walked in under
pressure, soaked it, found his
area of strength, and grew —
not slogging, but pacing, pick-
ing hismoments. An unbeaten
54. Anunbeaten 41. Two chases
completed.

Batting coach Mike Hussey
sees a player who can represent
the CSK shirt for years. "Hope
we can see him here at CSK for
the next five-ten years," Hussey
said. "He's shown signs in the
last couple of matches thathe's
starting to believe in himself
that he can perform well at this
level, and then hopefully
there'll be alittle breakout game
in the next few that'll really give
him that self-belief moving for-
ward."

With Shivam Dube and De-
wald Brevis searching for form,
and crunch fixtures ahead, CSK
need Kartik finding his feet.
Dhoni's return can wait.
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Out of returns: Why Kuldeep has endured a poor scason

o B

Tushar Bhaduri
New Delhi, May 6

IT’S NOT every day that a cap-
tain singles out a particular
player for criticism after a de-
feat, especially if he's a senior
member of the side. But Delhi
Capitals skipper Axar Patel did
just that after the hammeringat
home at the hands of Chennai
Super Kings on Tuesday, when
he said, unprompted, that
“When we were bowling, I
missed my partner.”

That comment was a refer-
ence to Kuldeep Yadav, one half
of one of the more potent spin-
bowling duosin the Indian Pre-
mier League, but which has
largely underperformed this
season.

On match eve, DC bowling
coach MunafPatel had claimed
that his team would benefit if
pitches slowed down as the
tournament progressed. Buton
a spin-friendly surface at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium against
CSK, Kuldeep was taken to the
cleaners by Sanju Samson and
Kartik Sharma, leaking 34 runs
in three wicketless overs.

And this is not just a case of

one bad game. The left-arm
wrist-spinner is having a forget-
table season, his seven wickets
in10 games comingat an econ-
omy rate of 10.37 runs per ovetr,
and a bowling average well
north of 44.

Whenever Kuldeep has
faced a problem or crisis in his
career, he has turned to his
longtime coach Kapil Pandey
for guidance. The coach from
Kanpur had orchestrated his
comeback after injuries and
surgeries and helped him
bounce back when his
effectiveness was questioned
due to his slow pace, which
often allowed batters time to
adjust even after being beaten
inthe air.

Pandey, who was watching
Tuesday’s game, took it upon
himself to call his protégé and
offer words of advice and en-
couragement. “I saw that he
was a bit disturbed and called
him after the game to tell him
not toworry too much,” Pandey
told The Indian Express. “He
bowled well in his first two
oversinwhich he conceded just
16 runs. It was only in the third
that he lost the plot a bit and

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Kuldeep Yadav in conversation with KL Rahul during Delhi Capitals’
match against Chennai Super Kings on Tuesday. p1i

gave away 18 runs.”

Pandey believes his ward’s
confidence is low and needs to
focus on his strengths.

“He is missing his length.
Yesterday, he bowled a fast one
down the leg side, which Sam-
son just tickled for aboundary.
He should have gone for a
googly but was bowling short a
lot of the time,” he said. “Kul-
deep should have relied on his
skill and variations and tried to

spin the ball.”

The Delhi pitch on Tuesday
had something for the bowlers,
but Pandey said there wasn’t
much assistance by the time
Kuldeep came on to bowl.

“There was some grip and
turn, and Akeal Hosein took ad-
vantage. But that was only in
the first innings. DC should
have bowled first. Generally,
the IPL has good wickets with
not much in them for

New Delhi

The left-arm wrist-
spinneris havinga
forgettable season,
his seven wicketsin
10games coming at
an economy rate of
10.37 runs per over

spinners,” he said.

Kuldeep hasn’t taken a
wicket since April 25, when
Punjab Kings achieved the
highest-ever successful run-
chase in the IPL. Pandey went
back to that game to explain
Kuldeep’s recent struggles.

“Inthatgame, an easy catch
of Shreyas Iyer was dropped off
Kuldeep’s bowling, and he
went on towin the game for the
Punjab Kings. That’s not the
only drop suffered by him this
season. A spinner needs sup-
port from his fielders to provide
results. That game hurt his con-
fidence.”

Backing from team

The coach said the present
scenario isn't unusual for a
spinner playingin the IPL for 11

years now, apart from hisinter-
national career.

“Battersface himin thenets
and matches. They get to read
his variations, and there is not
much novelty left. The team
needs to back him now as he
has done very well for the fran-
chise over a long period. One
also needs to see that a score of
155 made matters tough for the
bowlers.”

Evenif Axar can be excused
for seething a bit after a defeat
that puts their Playoff hopes in
further jeopardy, Kuldeep’s
poor returns have not escaped
the attention of DC head coach
Hemang Badani either.

“Wewould ideally want him
tobebetter than this. He hasn’t
struck peak formyet. Hehasn’t
bowled at the speeds he would
normally bowl. But we will rally
around him,” Badani said.

As far as Kuldeep himselfis
concerned, his coach advised
him to get back into the nets
and iron out his shortcomings.

“One doesn’t need to worry
about the odd bad day. He
should practice spot bowlingto
get his length back,” Pandey
added.
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WF 1 reiterates selection criteria, shuts door on Vinesh’s Asiad hopes

Express News Service
Mumbai, May 6

THE WRESTLING Federation
of India (WFI) effectively
ended Vinesh Phogat’s bid to
compete at the Asian Games,
stating that the eligible events
for selection didn't include
next week’s National Open
Ranking tournament.

The governing body an-
nounced thatitwill conduct the
Asian Games trials for women
on May 30 in New Delhi and a
day later in Lucknow for men’s
freestyle and Greco-Roman. It
was earlier expected that the
ranking tournament in Gonda
from May 10-12would open the
door for Vinesh, whoisset tore-
turn to the mat after 20 months,
tobein contention for the Asian
Games trials. However, in a cir-
cularissued on Wednesday, the

FIFA chiefjustifies
World Cup ticket
pricesciting
resale market

Reuters
Los Angeles, May 6

FIFA PRESIDENT Gianni In-
fantinosaid the high market rate
for match tickets in the United
States justified the ticket prices
in next month's World Cup, cit-
ing high demand for match
tickets in the resale market.

The soccer governing body
received 500 million requests
for tickets to the showpiece
event and media reports said
last month that some tickets for
the tournament's final, set for
July19in New Jersey, are up for
resale at over $2 million each.

"If some people putonasec-
ondary resale market some
tickets forthe final at $2 million,
number one, it doesn't mean
the ticket costs $2 million," In-
fantinosaid at the Milken Insti-
tute Global Conference in Los
Angeles on Tuesday. "Number
two, it doesn't mean that some-
body will buy these tickets. Ac-
tually, if someone buys a ticket
for $2 million, I will personally
bringthem ahotdogand acoke
to make sure he has a great ex-
perience."

Ticket prices for the World
Cup being held in the U.S., Ca-
nada and Mexico have seen a
considerable increase from the
2022 edition in Qatar. Tickets for
the final in July range from
$2,030 to $6,370,
significantly higher than the
final in Doha, priced from $206
to $1,607. FIFA has faced calls
from several groups to lower
ticket prices, including
from dozens of U.S. lawmakers.
Due to backlash over prices,
FIFA introduced a small
number of $60 tickets tucked
high in the top corners of sta-
diums, limited in number com-
pared to the other categories.

"We are in that market in
which entertainment is the
most developed in the world, so
we have to apply market rates,"
Infantino said. "Inthe U.S,, itis
permitted to resell tickets as
well. If you were to sell tickets
atapricewhichistoolow, these
tickets would be resold at a
much higher price.”

WFI laid down the eligibility
criteria.

It said that only the medal-
lists at the 2025 National Cham-
pionships, held in December,
and last February’s Federation
Cup would be allowed to com-
pete in the selection trials. Vi-
nesh, who gave birth to a baby
boy in July last year, did not
competein either tournament.

The WFTI’s decision will
come as a blow to Vinesh, a
2018 Asian Games gold medal-
list. The wrestler, who walked
away from the sport after the
Paris Olympics heartbreak, had
announced her comebackin
December. Last week, she
claimed that she intended to
compete at the Federation Cup,
‘but the team selection criteria
were changed at the last min-
ute’, and she couldn’t compete.

Since announcing her re-

Vinesh Phogat is slated to make a return to the mat in the ranking
tournament in Gonda starting May 10. pTi/FILE

turn, Vinesh hasbeen atlogger-
heads with the WFI. First, she
alleged that they were tryingto
stop her from registering for the
ranking tournament — a claim
WFI rejected. Then, she chal-

lenged the decision to conduct
the tournament in Gonda, the
backyard of former federation
president Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh. Vinesh also said that she
was among the alleged victims

ARSENAL INTO CHAMPIONS LEAGUE FINAL

20-year wait ends: The night
the Emirates became Highbury

Mikel Arteta’s side is 90 minutes
away from a first European title after
battling past Atletico Madrid

Scoreline
[ ARSENAL | ATLETICO
1 ' 0
' Saka 44
: | AGGREGATE: 2-1
Sandip G

New Delhi, May 6

FOR NINETY minutes and
sundries on Tuesday night, the
Emirates transformed to High-
bury. The spectators seemed so
close tothe field of action, blur-
ring man-made obstacles, that
they could pour onto the
ground and storm their players.
The energy was wild and raw,
the men in the middle waged a
war they were resolved to not
lose, and the grand concrete
arena finally found its soul,
nearly two decades after it
sprung to life, displacing the
crumbling old stadium that
had beheld the finest of Ar-
senal's moments. Before kick-
off they splashed a giant tifo of
a ship with the words: "Over
land and sea”.

Thatiswhat success doesto
a place. Arsenal could sense
history winking at them, and
thelast seven days of May could
turn out to be the most glorious
in the club's history — or the
most crushing.

Even Arteta, a former Ar-
senal player himself, admitted
he had never felt as much
energy before. "Thave never felt
thatin the stadium. The atmos-
phere, our support has created
the energy, the way they man-
aged every ball with us, they
made it special and unique. An
incredible night.”

Arsenal did not sweep Atlet-
ico Madrid in the semifinal; but
they did enough to qualify for

their maiden Champions
League final since they moved
tothe Emirates nearly two dec-
ades ago. It's the nature of
champion teams — they grind
out wins, they scrape and
squeeze through, they trade
beauty for function. The first
Champions League title and a
league title after 22 years could
yet adorn their mantlepiece.
Fate could be unkind, but Mikel
Arteta's men, hardened by
heartbreaks and near-miss
taunts, believe this time is
theirs.

The scoreline — 1-0, a clas-
sic European result — and as-
sociated statswould convey an
impression that the tie was
close. Apart from a couple of
penalty appeals in the second
half, there was little cause for
alarm. Both teams shadow-
boxed for alongtime, guarded
their fort ferociously, con-
scious of not erring rather than
inflicting the knockout blow.
But Arsenal strutted with an
authority that said they could
not be defeated. That however
much Atletico pressed and
prodded, they would not
budge. It was akin to a rigor-
ously drilled march past, every
move synchronised with the
beat of the drum — a game de-
signed in the boardroom and
executed with robotic preci-
sion, more refined prose than
wanton verse. They are, after
all, masters at suffocating
teams out of possession.

It'snot fear oflosing, but the
will to notlose — the relentless
pursuit to leave nothing to
chance. Amoment of ingenuity
could arrive, so be it. But until
it does, they slam the doors
shut. Something has percep-
tibly changed in Arsenal since
the defeat against Manchester

Indian athletes forced tojump
off moving train to save poles

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, May 6

FIVE INDIAN athletes — three
pole vaulters and two heptath-
letes — were returning to Salem
from Bhubaneswar after com-
peting in the Indian Indoor
Open Combined Events and
Pole Vault Competition. The 22-
hour journey had been un-
eventful for the first twelve
hours. By thetime itended, two
of them were on a different
train, three were stranded at a
railway station in Andhra Pra-
desh, and all of them had
watched their poles fall onto the
tracks from a moving train.
The group was travelling on
two seats due to the reservation
rush. They were carrying eight
poles — each costing over Rs 1
lakh — and had tied them to the
window of their reserved sleeper
coach after finding insufficient
space inside. Usually, athletes
keep poleson the ceiling fansin-
side the compartment, but with
the coach full, the window was
the only option. Fellow passen-
gers had agreed to the arrange-
ment, and the first half of the

journey passed withoutincident.
The trouble began at Rajah-
mundry station in Andhra Pra-
desh. A passenger complained,
and Railway Police Force per-
sonnel cutthe ropessecuringthe
poles. As the train began to pull
away from the station, the poles
started sliding onto the track.
Kavinraja, the reigning U20
Federation Cup champion and
one of the three pole vaulters in
the group, did not stop to think.
"My only thought was that the
poles shouldn't break," he said.
Hejumped off the moving train.
Two other athletes followed. In-
side the compartment, a fourth
athlete pulled the emergency
chain. The group retrieved their
equipment before it could be
damaged under the wheels.
"When we left from Bhuba-
neswar, there was no problem.
We talked to the passenger and
tied it to the window as they
were okay with it," Kavin said.
What followed was harder to
explain. RPF personnel and rail-
way officials demanded details
from the athletes. When the de-
tailswere provided, Kavin, along
with Vishal and Sakthi, were

asked to accompany officials to
the railway police station on the
platform. They requested access
to their luggage, which was still
onthetrain. Therequestwasde-
nied. The train left for Salem
with their bags — and the other
two athletes — on board.

Sakthi, 22, is a commercial
cum ticket clerk with the Salem
Division of Indian Railways.
Once he showed his credentials
asarailway employee, thetone
shifted. After almost six hours
and a written reply submitted
to officials, the three were
allowed toleave. Theyboarded
the Coromandel Express later
that night and returned to
Chennai. Their luggage had al-
ready reached Salem.

This is not the first time pole
vaulters have faced such diffi-
culties Earlier thisyear, national
record holder Kuldeep Kumar
and then-national record holder
Dev Meena were asked to de-
board at Panvel station while
travellingto Madhya Pradesh. "It
is disheartening, to be honest.
Such incidents discourage kids
from taking up a sport like pole
vault," Kavin said.
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WEIsaidthat only
themedallists at the
lastyear’s Nationals
and the Federation

Cupwouldbe
allowed to compete
intheselectiontrials.
Vinesh, whogave
birth inJulylast
year, did not compete
ineither.

of sexual harassment by Brij
Bhushan, and was one of the six
woman wrestlers who have
filed complaints against him.
The ranking tournament is
scheduled to take place at the
Nandininagar Mahavidyalaya
in Gonda, Uttar Pradesh. Brij
Bhushan is the founder of Nan-

dinagar Mahavidyalayaandisa
former Member of Parliament
from Gonda. Heis facingtrialin
a Delhi court after some of the
country's top woman wrestlers
accused him of sexual harass-
mentin2023. Vinesh was at the
forefront of those protestsalong
with Olympic medallists
Bajrang Punia and Sakshi Malik.

Meanwhile, the WFI added
that the U-20 National Cham-
pionships medallists will also
be eligible for the Asian Games
selection trials. The only devi-
ation from its earlier selection
policy, released in February,
was that the U-23 Nationals will
no longer be considered. Back
in February, the WFI said the U-
23 medallists could also take
part in the trials if the tourna-
ment was held in time. How-
ever, the U-23 Nationals are yet
to take place.

Bukayo Saka scored the only goal as Arsenal held onto the 1-0 lead to go into the final. ap

Arsenal fans celebrate after the
final whistle on Tuesday. ap

City. The past episodes of melt-
downs were duly fished out
after the 2-1loss at the Etihad.
But this time Arsenal didn't
slip, let alone wither. It was as
though the City game had lib-
erated them, made them sec-
ond favourites again. The Eti-
had defeat also gave them a
specific task — win the remain-
ing games and lift the league.
They relish the tag of chasers
rather than those being chased.
The week also showed that City
are susceptible to pressure,
when they dropped points
away to Everton. History, thus,

The energy was wild
andraw. thegrand
concrete arena
finally foundiits soul,
nearly two decades
afterit sprungto life,
displacingthe
crumbling old
stadiumthat had

beheld thefinest of
Arsenal's moments

couldyetbekinderto Arsenal's
three successive second-spot
finishes.

Defeating Atletico would
further heighten the mood of
optimism. The biggest fillip is
that after two middling
months, they are peaking at the
ripest time. Talisman Bukayo
Saka has returned to fire up
their previously stagnant cre-
ativity. Striker Viktor Gyokeres
has adjusted to the pace and
physicality of the league and
beguntoscore freely. Theteam
they encounter in the final —
either PSG or Bayern Munich,

e SUPER RAPID & BLITZ TOURNAMENT

Gukesh’sfist pump seals statement win over Sindarov

Amit Kamath
Mumbai, May 6

EVEN THE most impassive
teenager in the world broke
character. If actions speak
louder than words, Gukesh's
fist pump screamed, even
though there was a library-
esque hush in the playing hall
at Warsaw when he accepted
Javokhir Sindarov’s resigna-
tion in a statement victory.

For a few seconds, the mask
of inscrutability that Gukesh
usually wears slipped. Gukesh
turned intothe teenager thathe
is, celebrating a victory in a
rapid game atatournamentlike
a tennis player would celebrate
apoint. Gukesh was celebrating
a point well made, too. Inthe
fifth round of the Super Rapid
and Blitz tournament, Gukesh
defeated Javokhir Sindarov,
who he will face later this year
todefend his world champion’s
crown. “That fist pump was for
myself,” Gukesh, barely able to
contain asmile, told Saint Louis
Chess Clubin aninterview after
the day ended. “It felt really
good to win. In the heat of the
moment, I did something.”

both free-scoring — will be a
different beast. But Arsenal
have shown they can storm op-
ponents or suffocate them.
Both roads lead to the same
place.

Arteta always had these at-
tributesin his squad. But since
the City defeat, they have
found something missing —
belief. The belief that they can
ride through every storm, the
conviction that they can land
their biggest titles. Arteta re-
vealed as much: "Everybody
can feel a shiftin energy, in be-
lief, in everything. Let's use it
in the right way and under-
stand that the margins and the
difficulty of what we are trying
to achieve are huge, but we
have the ability and the convic-
tiontodoit.”

They are not in the prom-
ised land yet, but they are
nearer to its shores than ever
before. They would fight over
land and sea to reach there.
And success could give soul to
even the most soulless concrete
structures. The Emirates could
banish the sprawling shadows
of Highbury forever.
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D Gukesh reacts after defeating Javokhir Sindarov in the fifth round
in Warsaw. SCREENGRAB VIA SAINT LOUIS CHESS CLUB

If one of Gukesh’s most fa-
mous victories in chess had
gained traction around the
world for his opponent, Mag-
nus Carlsen smashing his fist
on the table in anger, the In-
dian’s victory on Wednesday
over Sindarov will also be re-
membered for Gukesh pump-
ing his fist with a pointed look
into the crowd.

Playing with black pieces,
Gukesh earned hisvictoryin 52
moves. The game saw Sindarov
blunder his knight on move 25
and drop down to just over a

minute on his clock, advan-
tages that Gukesh never let go,
tightening the screws on his op-
ponent until the Uzbek yielded.

“I know from the previous
experience of playing Ding Liren
before our world championship
match in 2024, that there’s al-
ways somethingalways goingon
in the background in such
games,” Gukesh added.

Asked if he had attached
any more meaning to this en-
counter than usual, Gukesh
pointed out that this was a
rapid game; the world cham-
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Gianluca Prestianni was accused of racially abusing Vinicius Jr. REUTERS

Prestianni’s ban for abusing
Vinicius extended to World Cup

FIFA CONFIRMED a global ban Wednesday for Gianluca
Prestianni that will rule the Benfica winger out of two
World Cup games in the United Statesifheis selected in
Argentina's squad. UEFA imposed asix-game ban - with
three games deferred on probation - on Prestianni two
weeks ago for his verbal abuse of Real Madrid's Brazilian
forward Vinicius Junior in the Champions League.
Prestianni covered his mouth with his jersey while using

theinsult. REUTERS

Disappointing
campaign at
World TT ends

INDIA'S
UNDERWHELMING cam-
paign at the World Table
Tennis Team
Championships ended with
women's1-31ossto USAin
the round of 32. The men too
lostinaround of 32 clash
against Austria on Tuesday.
Manika Batra was the only
onewhomadeanimpactin
the rubber, winning her
singles against Reyes Jessica
11-2,11-8,8-11,11-4.In the
opening singles, Yashaswini
Ghorpade was blanked by
Moyland Sally 0-3. PTI

Casemiro backs
Carrick toget
Man Utd job

MANCHESTER UNITED
midfielder Casemiro says
Michael Carrick has
already shown he has all
the qualities to be a great
manager at the club and
backed calls for the former
England international to
begiventheroleona
permanent basis. "I think
he's aguy who has already
demonstrated that he has
very good qualitiestobea
Manchester United coach,"
Casemiro told ESPN
Brazil. REUTERS

India A to play
two four-day

games vs Aus A

INDIA Amen's team will
host Australia A for a
shadow tour comprising
two four-day 'Test' and three
List Agamesin September-
October as BCCIon Wednes-
day released acomprehen-
sive schedule for men'sand
women's age-group (U-19)
and pathways teams, and
seniorwomen's side. The
marquee contest will be
India A vs AustraliaAmen's
series which will be held be-
tween September 22to Oc-
tober 11in Puducherry. PTI

pionship match would be
much different. “But obviously,
when you play games like
these, there is always some-
thing running behind. It’s a
nice feeling,” he said, his smile
nolonger hidden.

Just like the Carlsen result
last year, Gukesh’s victory over
Sindarov at the Super Rapid and
Blitz tournament in Warsaw was
swimminginsubtext. Thisisthe
first time after Sindarov was
facing Gukesh, after he had se-
cured his spot in the world
championship asachallengerto
the Indian. The quicker formats
of rapid and blitz are not known
to be Gukesh’s domain, while
Sindarov bosses them.

Gukesh has had a wretched
run of results since he became
world champion, while Sinda-
rovhasbeen in rampaging form
thisyear, sweepingtovictory at
the Candidates tournament
without losing a single game.

Since Gukesh became the
world champion in December
2024, every move he made in
critical positions, every gamehe
played and did not win, every
tournament position where he
did not finish at the top became

Compound
teams flop at
World Cup

INDIAN COMPOUND
men's and women's teams,
considered strong medal
contenders, endured a dis-
appointingouting in Stage
2 of the Archery World Cup,
failing to secure a podium
finish. The biggest setback
came from the women's
team, who had won India's
only gold medal at the sea-
son-opening World Cup in
Mexicolast month. The
trio of Jyothi Surekha Ven-
nam, Pragati and Aditi
Swami crashed outinthe
quarterfinals. PTI

Young boxers get
27 medals at
Asian U-15,U-17

INDIAN BOXERS were as-
sured of 27 medals at the
Asian Boxing U15 & U17
Championships on Wed-
nesday. The U-15 girls' con-
tingent secured 14 out of 15
possible medals, while the
U-15boys nearly matched
the feat by confirming 13
out of 15 medals, setting
the stage for a historic
show. Following this mass-
ive medal confirmation,
the Indian boys delivered
another day of ruthless
performances. PTI

Williamson,
Jamieson to play
England Tests

KANE WILLIAMSON and
fastbowler Kyle Jamieson
were included in a strong
New Zealand test squad on
Thursday for the tour of
Ireland and England in
May and June.
Williamson, New
Zealand's most prolific
batter, has not represented
his country since last De-
cember's test series
against West Indies, while
Jamieson lastbowled in
five-day cricket more than
two years ago. REUTERS

areferendum on his credentials.
Carlsen recently said that
Sindarovwould be the favourite
at the World Championship be-
cause Gukesh has “very obvious
weaknesses in his understand-
ing”. Garry Kasparov too in-
stalled Sindarov as the favourite.
All of this explains why one
of the most impassive players
in chess was fist-pumping after
winning a fifth-round tie at a
rapid and blitz tournament.
Sindarov came into the sec-
ond day of the tournament as
one of the only two playerstobe
unbeaten. For both players,
Wednesday had started with
defeats. Gukesh had, in fact, lost
in the fourth round to Radoslaw
Wojtaszek, who was his second
atthelast world championship.
Gukesh and Sindarov had
faced off at the Tata Steel Chess
tournament in Wijk aan Zee at
the start 0of 2026, where Gukesh
had fumbled a winning posi-
tion. Sindarov had resisted Gu-
kesh for six hours before pul-
ling out an incredible draw.
That game too had seen Gu-
kesh lose his cool when he had
called the arbiter to ask fans to
speak softly.
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