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BJP wave sinks Mamata,
Vijayrides Tamil tide

Assam returns Himanta, Congress routs Left to reclaim Kerala

PUDUCHERRY (30 seaTs) AINRC+:16(36%) INC+:6(32%) TVK:2(NA) OTH:6(15%)

Taste of victory
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Mamata loses her seat,
says loot, loot, loot...

From Gangotri to Ganga Sagar,
only the lotus blooms: Modi

Manoj C G & Jatin Anand
New Delhi, May 4

STORMING THE last Opposi-
tion citadel in the east, the BJP
Monday trounced the ruling
TMC in West Bengal toend Ma-
mata Banerjee’s 15-year rule
and returned to power in
Assam with alandslide win for
athird consecutive term.
Banerjee was among the
losers, defeated in Bhabanipur
by BJP’s Suvendu Adhikari
who alsowon from Nandigram.
Tamil Nadu delivered the
other stunning verdict asactor-
turned-politician Joseph Vijay’s
TVK, anew entrant, neared the
halfway mark in the 234-
member House, surprising the
Dravidian majors and toppling
the DMK-led government of M
KStalin wholost from Kolathur.
Kerala opted for change,
voting in the Congress-led UDF
toend the run of the LDF led by
Pinarayi Vijayan, the last Left

ASSAM

Business as Usual
By EP UNNY

Voteys do their
Olw Special
Intensive
Revision.

government in the country.
The Union Territory of Pudu-
cherryreposed faith in the NDA
comprising the All India NR
Congress and the BJP.

The one unmistakable
message from the resultsofthe
Assembly elections was that of

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Polarisation, Himanta’s
popularity take BJP

to absolute majority

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, May 4

FOR MANY who had read the
writing on the wall during the
Assam election, the question
was not whether the BJP would
return for a historic third term
in power, but rather by how
much. With Himanta Biswa
Sarmaatits helm, the party has
surged to its strongest position
inthe state yet, crossingthe 100
mark with its allies in the
126-member Assam Assembly.

A decade after it first came
to power in Assam, which also
marked the first time it had
ever come to power in a North-
eastern state, the BJP has se-
cured an absolute majority in
the state. In both 2016 and 2021,
it had secured 60 seats on its
own and formed the govern-
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Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma with party leaders and
supporters in Guwahati. p1i

ment with its ally Asom Gana
Parishad (AGP), along with the
Bodoland People’s Front (BPF)
in2016 and the United People’s

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BJP national president Nitin Nabin at the party headquarters in New Delhi, Monday. PRAVEEN KHANNA

‘SIR in Bengal: TMC won 13 0of 20

seats with highest voter deletions

Damini Nath
& Sandeep Singh
New Delhi, May 4

HOW DID the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
play out in the West Bengal re-
sults? While the final numbers
are still being firmed up, two
early trends are telling: of the 20
seats that saw the highest
number of deletions (see charts)

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TAMIL NADU

e Seats withmostdeletions during adjudication

Votes | 2021 | 2026 | 2026 |_. .
Seats . R . | Difference

deleted |winner|winner| margin
'SAMSERGANJ 74,775 | AITC | AITC '|"7,587 | 67,188
LALGOLA 55,420 | AITC | AITC 18,960 | -36,460
BHAGABANGOLA 47,493 | AITC | AITC | 56,407 | 8,914
RAGHUNATHGANJ 46,100 | AITC | AITC ]’40,555 | -5,545
METIABURUZ 39,579 | AITC | AITC |87,879 | 48,300 |

*VICTORY MARGIN LOWER OR HIGHER THAN SIR DELETIONS IN THAT SEAT

First disruption since MGR: How
Vijay caught imagination of voters

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 4

IN A result that has already re-
written Tamil Nadu’s political
grammar, actor-politician Vi-
jay’s Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) won 107 seats in the As-
sembly elections, ahead of the
DMK (60) and AIADMK (47),
even as Chief Minister M K Sta-
lin lost his Kolathur consti-

Congress-led UDF ends Pinarayi’s
10-year run, BJP wins three seats

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
May4

THE CONGRESS-led United
Democratic Front (UDF)
stormed back to power in Ke-
rala, ending a decade in Op-
position with a commanding
102-seat victory in the 140-
member Assembly.

Riding a powerful anti-in-
cumbency wave, the alliance
dismantled several CPI(M) bas-
tions, reducing the ruling Left
Democratic Front (LDF), which
was seeking an unprecedented

i —

o
Congress leader V D Satheesan

celebrates his party’s victoryin
Kerala, Monday. pri

third-consecutive term under
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, to just 35 seats. The LDF
defeat means no state in the
country now hasaLeft govern-
ment — a first in nearly five
decades.

The BJP, meanwhile, man-
aged tosecure three seatsto put
up its best showing in an As-
sembly election in Kerala.

While CM Vijayan retained
his Dharmadam seat, 13 of his
Cabinet colleagues were
defeated. They included
prominent faces of the LDF

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TVK chief Vijay celebrates the
pollvictory, in Chennai. p1i

tuency by 8,795 votes to TVK’s
V S Babu — marking a rare in-
stance of a sitting Chief Min-
ister being unseated on home
turf.

In essence, Tamil Nadu is
witnessing the rise of its first
truly new political force in five
decades — not a faction, not a
breakaway, not a rearrange-
ment of the familiar Dravidian
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e Who has the states

NDA J INDIA § AAP J TVK]
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EXPANDING FOOTPRINT,
PAN-INDIA STAMP: THE MANY
GAINS FORBJP

_

THREE KEY CMs OUT, OPP
BLOC SHRINKS, NEXT WORRY
— PUNJAB, HIMACHAL

EXPLAINED: NEW CM’S

INBOX — THE STATE OF
STATE ECONOMIES
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ASSAM-BJP TEMPLATE WILL
GO NATIONAL

PAGE 12

»FULL COVERAGE
PAGES 5-14,20

CM Mamata Banerjee on way to a counting centre in Kolkata. Express

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 4

AS THE Trinamool Congress
(TMC) trailed behind the BJP
through the day in West Bengal,
the final nail came as the day
ended — party chief and out-
going Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee lost to the BJP’s Su-
vendu Adhikari by over 15,000
votes in Bhabanipur.
Speaking to reporters out-
side the counting centre, Ba-
nerjee alleged that the BJP had
“looted more than 100 seats”,
adding that it was an “im-
moral” and “illegal” victory.
“BJP looted more than 100
seats. The Election Commission
is the BJP’s commission,” she
said, adding that she had com-

WEST BENGAL

plained to the chiefelectoral of-
ficer, but no action was taken.

“Do you think this is a vic-
tory? It is an immoral victory,
not a moral victory. Whatever
the Election Commission has
done, along with the central
forces, the Prime Minister and
Home Minister, is totally illegal.
It is loot, loot, loot. We will
bounce back,” she said.

While Banerjee led in the
earlier rounds of counting, her
final tally was 58,812 votes. Ad-
hikari, the Leader of Opposition
in the outgoing Assembly,
bagged 73,917 votes.

Banerjee reached the count-
ing centre at Sakhawat Memor-
ial Government Girls’ High
School at about 3.45 pm, and

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Finetuning message for

eachregion,

how BJP

breached TMC bastions

Ravik Bhattacharya
& Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 4

THE BJP’S decisive victory in
West Bengal, ending 15 years of
Mamata Banerjee’s rule, was
emphatic in its spread across
the state. If the party held on to
its bastion in North Bengal, it
made inroads into South Ben-
gal, including the Presidency
division which was so far the
Trinamool Congress’s impreg-
nable fortress.

The BJP also regained its
dominance in the tribal belt of
Junglemahal, changing its
messaging as per the issues of
the three regions.

South Bengal; voted in
2nd phase

This region comprises the

BJP’s Suvendu Adhikari defeated
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
in Bhabanipur. paRTHA PAUL

Presidency division, including
Kolkata, Howrah, Nadia, North
and South 24 Parganas, which
has long been considered a
TMC stronghold. It is also the

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e YOUNG VOTERS ARE ASSERTING POLITICALLY FOR CHANGE

First-time, young voters, high turnout: Gen Z, restless,
restive and aspiring for opportunities, asked for more

Neerja Chowdhury
New Delhi, May 4

EACH OF the verdicts in West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Assam
and Kerala is distinctive. But
taken together, read
with their record turn-
outs, they send apower-
ful message: the young
voters, restless and res-
tive, worried about their
present, and wanting a
better future, are asserting

politically for change. Many of

them are unencumbered — or

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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shrugging — the burdens ofthe
past.

In West Bengal, the first-
time voter this year would have
been an infant when the feisty
Mamata Banerjee stormed the
Red Fortress in 2011 or
transformed the Brig-
ade Parade Ground into
aposter of resistance. In
Tamil Nadu, the under-
30s, fatigued by the
DMK-AIDMK binary,
which is all they have seen,
found in actor Vijay's TVK a
new vehicle that could drive

TVK supporters celebrate in Chennai, Monday. pri

down theroad tochange. Inthe
south, there is only one other
example of a leader occupying
the CM’s chair within months
of forming the party — that was
NT Rama Rao in Andhra Pra-
desh, also from the world of cel-
luloid, who came to power in
the wake of humiliating words
uttered by the then PM Rajiv
Gandhi against the then CM T
Anjaiah.

In hindsight, the 2026 elec-
tion has been about Gen Z. It is
also about “Dil Maange More”

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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G_en 7 asked for more

— the upwardly mobile, aspir-
ational Indians wanting “jobs”
and economic opportunity.

It’s not as if women in West
Bengal were unappreciative of
the Rs 1,500 per month they
were getting under Mamata’s
Lakshmir Bhandar or under the
Kanyashree programme. But
they wanted more, a sentiment
summed up by a Kolkata
slumdweller: “My daughter is
now a graduate and she should
now earnRs20,000 butshecan-
not get ajob.” Women today are
the most aspirational group in
the country and the BJP dented
Mamata’s “Mahila” base. Be-
sides the young voter, it is
women who turned to Vijay’s
TVK, as did Dalits and minor-
ities.

The arithmetic is written on
the wall. Going by the Census
projections for 20-34 year olds
for 2026 (based on the 2011 cen-
sus)and voters’ data available for
18-19-year-old in all the four
states which went to the polls,
voters between 18 and 34 would
roughly account for a quarter of
the voters. Add to this women
votersabovethis age, this makes
for asignificant figure.

Of course, there were a di-
verse set of moving parts in the
BJP’smachinery that geared to-
wardsawin: the SIR exercise, the
anti-incumbency of 15 years;
public anger against the “TMC
goons”; mobilisation in the
name of Hindu nationalism on
theissue of “ghuspaithiyas”; dis-
affection of government ser-
vantsin the wake of theteacher’s
scam; the presence of security
forces in large numbers; raising
“Jai Ma Kali” and “Ma Durga”
slogans in addition to “Jai Shri
Ram” or eating fish todispel the
anti-Bengali image, and, of
course, thesheerhard workand
planningthe BJP putintoorgan-
isaing their election campaign.

Mamata’s pushbackwith her
“pro-poor, pro-women, pro-
Bengal” narrative was not
enough tostop the push forward
by the Bengal which now
wanted “more” than what she
was offering. She failed toset the
narrative for the future — she
fought the battle defensively
relying on identity politics with
nothing to address the flight of
youngtalent orlack of economic
opportunities. The Bengal ver-
dict also shows that welfare
schemes, important as they are
for the poor — no party can do
without them — are beginning
tobetaken for granted. The voter
knows that whoever comes to

power will continue them and
improve upon them.

This is not to say that the
DMK and AIDMK — it made a
better showing than expected —
or Mamata in Bengal (with 41%
following as opposed to 46% for
the BJP) do not have their com-
mitted adherents.

But 2026 has pitted old
politicsagainst new dreams. The
new aspirants are impatient for
change and asserting them-
selves politically, able to make a
difference between victory and
defeat in elections, as seen par-
ticularly in West Bengal and
Tamil Nadu.

It goes without saying that
the BJP's victory in West Bengal
and Assam will give the party
complete control over eastern
India. Home Minister Amit Shah
had spoken about ruling “Anga
(Bihar), Banga (Bengal), Kalinga
(Orissa)”. Now they will be lead-
ing governments in all these
three states, as also in Assam,
where the party under Himanta
Biswa Sarma has got a convinc-
ing victory. It makes the BJP al-
most a pan India party, except
for the South.

But wresting West Bengal,
and that too from a mass leader
like Mamata, has special signifi-
cance for the BJP.Itwill helpthe
party brassstill any voices of dis-
satisfaction against it, within or
without.

This could make for greater
political stability particularly
with difficult timesahead, given
theuncertainty over the Gulfwar
and thelikely risein prices of pet-
rol and other goods — which
could fuel popular disaffection.

Election 2026 is equally
about the Opposition — which
has underscored yet once again
the need for it to go back to the
drawing board and to decide
whether it should unite to take
on the BJPin 2029.

Though the Congress has
won convincingly in Kerala, the
regional satraps have been
weakened — be it Mamata or
Stalin or Pinarayi Vijayan. This
should make it easier for the re-
gional outfits, who are part ofthe
opposition INDIA bloc, toaccept
theleadership ofthelarger Con-
gress (which will be called todis-
play asensitivity and generosity
towards these parties.)

Butthe BJP-ruled Centre will
not make this easy for the re-
gional satraps and is likely to
open cases of corruption against
the leaders of the TMC or DMK.
This is a moment of reckoning
for the Opposition.

TMC won 13 of 20 seats
with highestdeletions

after adjudication, the TMC
won 13, the BJP six and the
Congress one; and in the 187
seats, which saw over 5,000
names deleted, the BJPwon or
was leading in 119.

Overall, in these 187 seats --
results were available for 170
and leads for 17 -- the number
of excluded voters was higher
than the margin of victory or
leadsin 47 seats, an analysis by
The Indian Express Shows.

In the BJP's tally of 119, 28
had a higher number of dele-
tions than the victory margin
of the party's candidates. Of
these 28 seats, the TMC had
emerged victorious in 26 in
2021, the analysis shows.

Similarly, the TMC won or
was on course to win 65 of
those 187 seats, of which 18 re-
corded deletions higher than
the victory margin -- two seats
were won by the Congress and
one by Aam Janata Unnayan
Party.

The 20 seats with maxi-
mum deletions are: Samser-
ganj (74775 deletions, winner
TMC); Lalgola (55420, TMC);
Bhagabangola (47493, TMC);
Raghunathganj (46100, TMC);

E—

Vijay

order, but something closer to a
disruption of it.

The last time this happened
at scale was when M G Rama-
chandran walked out of the
DMK and converted cinematic
devotion into political power.

That moment itselfhad roots
inanolder design: CN Annadu-
rai and the DMK had already
spent decades turning theatre
and cinema into instruments of
mass political communication,
building a system where the
screen spoke politics fluently.

Vijay has now entered that
system — but without growing
insideit. And thatiswhat makes
this moment different.

If Kerala’s poll results were

shaped by visible anti-incum-
bency and distress, Tamil

Metiaburz (39579, TMC); Fa-
rakka (38222, Cong); Suti
(37965, TMC); Mothabari
(37255, TMC); Jangipur (36581,
BJP); Ratua (35573, BJP); Kar-
andighi (31562, BJP); Goalpok-
har (31384, TMC); Malatipur
(29489, TMC); Chopra (27898,
TMC); Sujapur (26829, TMC);
Ketugram (26780, BJP); Rajar-
hat New Town (24132, TMC);
Basirhat Uttar (23900, TMC);
Manickchak (23726, BJP);
Monteswar (23423, BJP).

Results and leads were de-
clared Monday for a total of 293
seats in West Bengal, with re-
polling to be held in Falta on
May 21.

The Election Commission
had ordered the SIR across the
country inJune last year, start-
ing with Bihar, followed by
nine other states, including
West Bengal, and three Union
Territories.

The exercise differed from
the annual and pre-election
Special Summary Revisions,
with all registered electors as
on the date of the SIR an-
nouncement required tofillup
enumeration forms and pro-
vide documents to prove their

Nadu’s mood appears to have
moved along a different axis: a
silent craving for anew face after
half a century of familiar politi-
calinheritances, combined with
a deep, if often unspoken, con-
tempt toward what the ruling es-
tablishment, and the public
knowledge about the cor-
ruption, isseen by criticstohave
become - insular, dynastic and,
attimes, politically complacent.

Adifferent kind of
political entry

Tamil Nadu has always had
filmstarsin politics. But they fol-
lowed a pattern. Annadurai and
Karunanidhi used cinema to
build ideology. MGR used that
ideological base tobuild a party.
Jayalalithaa inherited and con-
solidated that structure. Even
later entrants operated within or
against that grammar.

Vijay’s rise is not built on

FROM PAGE 1

BJP wave sinks Mamata

ayearning for change. And the
incumbents —the TMC to DMK
to LDF — bore the brunt. Only
Assam and Puducherry bucked
the trend.

Hailing the BJP’s perform-
ance, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi described the victory in
West Bengal as “historic” and
told party workers in New Delhi
that “anew chapterhasbegunin
Bengal’s future. It has become
‘Dhay-mukt (free of fear).”

“Last year, on November 14,
when the Bihar results came,
from the same venue of the BJP
headquarters, Itold all of you that
Gangaji flows forward towards
Ganga Sagar from Bihar. Today,
from Gangotri to Ganga Sagar,
only the lotus blooms,” he said.

“Thereshould beachangein
the political habits of the state.
Today when the BJP has won,
not badla (retribution) but bad-
lav (change) needs to be talked
about. Not bhay (fear), but bhav-
ishya (the future) should be
spoken of... Let us end this end-
less cycle of violence,” he said.

“Nari Shakti is another pillar
of Viksit Bharat. But the Con-
gress tried to stop it... These
parties did not let the Nari Shakti
Adhiniyam pass in Parliament.
I'had cautioned such partiesthat

Kerala

government, such as P Rajeeve,
M B Rajesh, V N Vasavan, V Si-
vankutty and Veena George,
who managed key portfolios.
Other senior, high-profile
CPI(M)leaders, KK Shailajaand
T P Ramakrishnan, were also
among those wholost.

Inthe UDF, winners fromthe
Congress include Leader of Op-
position V D Satheesan, former
Opposition leader Ramesh
Chennithalaand Kerala Pradesh
Congress Committee (KPCC)
president Sunny Joseph. Other
top UDF leaders elected to the
Assembly include P K Kunhali-
kutty of the Indian Union Mus-
lim League (IUML), C P John of
the Communist Marxist Party
Kerala State Committee
(CMPKSC), Anoop Jacob of Ke-
rala Congress (Jacob) and Shibu
Baby John of the Revolutionary
Socialist Party. Three CPI(M) re-
bels, G Sudhakaran, T K Govin-
dan and V Kunhikrishnan, also
won as Independents with UDF

they will have to face the ire of
women. Today, the Congress,
TMC and DMK have been pun-
ished by the women of this
country,” he said.

BJP president Nitin Nabin
said, “From Gangotri to Ganga
Sagar, the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment is being formed. This isn’t
just a geographical expansion;
it'sanexpansion oftrustand our
ideology.”

The BJP’s victory in West
Bengal, 15 years after Banerjee
single-handedly breached the
red bastion to end the Left
Front’s uninterrupted 34-year
rule, was stunning in its sweep
and scale. The BJP retained its
stronghold in North Bengal and
breached the TMC strongholds
of South Bengal, including Kol-
kata, North 24 Parganas and
South 24 Parganas.

Breaking into Odisha in
2024, the BJP’s victory in West
Bengal, the final frontier that it
was so desperate to conquetr,
means the party now has abso-
lute electoral dominance in the
east, west and north of the
country, effectively relegating
the Congress to the south and
leaving the Opposition INDIA
blocin disarray.

The Congress, which has

backing.

The scale of the UDF’s vic-
tory points to a deep and wide-
spread anti-incumbency senti-
ment against the decade-long
LDF rule. Across Kerala, voters
appeared to decisively turn
against the CPI(M), with the
party suffering unexpected de-
featsin constituenciesthateven
its rivals had not anticipated
winning,.

The LDF’s campaign, built
around highlighting develop-
ment and highlighting infra-
structure projects, appears to
have failed to resonate with
voters. On the ground, concerns
over rising prices, unemploy-
ment and distress in the farm
sector weighed more heavily on
the electorate, creating a silent
but decisive undercurrent
against the ruling front. These
bread-and-butter issues ulti-
mately overshadowed the gov-
ernment’s development pitch.
Even the Pinarayi Vijayan fac-
tor, which had helped the
CPI(M)-led alliance retain
power in 2021 after calamities
and the pandemic, seemed to

e Seats withmost deletions during adjudication

Votesde- 2021
winner | winner | margin

2026 ||12026 Difference*

| Seats leted

' FARAKKA 138,222 | AITC
'SUTI 137965 AITC
' MOTHABARI 137,255 AITC
| JANGIPUR 36,581 = AITC
'RATUA 1 35,573 | AITC
' KARANDIGHI 31,562 = AITC
'GOALPOKHAR 31,384 = AITC
| MALATIPUR 129,489  AITC
' CHOPRA 127,898  AITC
| SUJAPUR 126,829  AITC |
' KETUGRAM 126,780 AITC
.'FémHATNEW 24132 | AITC
'BASIRHATUTTAR | 23,900 = AITC |
'MANICKCHAK | 23,726 = AITC
MONTESWAR 23,423 = AITC |

INC | 8193 | -30,029
AITC | 12,357 | -25,608
AITC | 10,496 | -26,759
BJP | 10,542 | -26,039
BJP | 32,562 | -3,011

BJP | 19,869 | -11,693
AITC | 83,790 | 52,406
AITC | 59,747 | 30,258
AITC | 69,124 | 41,226
AITC | 60,287 | 33,458
BJP | 27,610 | 830

AITC | 2,074 | 22,058
AITC | 57,270 | 33,370
BJP | 13,938 | -9,788
BJP | 14,798 | -8,625

*VICTORY MARGIN LOWER OR HIGHER THAN SIR DELETIONS IN THAT SEAT
e ———

eligibility, including citizen-
ship.

In Bengal, the SIR saw a
series of unprecedented steps,
taken by the EC and ordered by
the Supreme Court, which has
been hearing a batch of peti-
tions challenging the exercise.

One of those steps was the
appointment of judicial of-
ficers to decide on the eligibil-
ity of electors. A total of 60.06

ideological training or long
political apprenticeship. It is
built on a direct, almost unme-
diated relationship with his
audience - one that has now
spilt into the political domain.

Thisis not cadre politics. Itis
character politics. Vijay sup-
porters do not always speak the
language of policy or ideology.
They speak the language of fam-
iliarity — of films, of dialogue, of
a man they have watched for
decades. Inthatsense, thisis per-
haps the purest translation of
cinemainto politics Tamil Nadu
hasseen.

Women, youth factor

One of the most striking fea-
tures of this election cycle has
been the demographic texture of
Vijay’s support.

Across urban and semi-
urban Tamil Nadu, women and
younger voters appear toforma

lakh, or 8.5% of the electors in
the final roll published in Feb-
ruary, were placed “under ad-
judication”.

After around 700judges de-
cided on their cases, 27.16 lakh
electors were deleted. Lakhs of
appeals from those deleted are
now pending before 10 Appel-
late Tribunals appointed on
the orders of the Supreme
Court.

significant part of the enthusi-
asm around him. For women
voters, who have longbeen cen-
tral to Tamil Nadu’s welfare-
driven politics, the appeal is not
merely programmatic but emo-
tional — a mix of affection, per-
ceived accessibility, and a break
from entrenched political hier-
archies.

For younger voters, particu-
larly those who have grown up
inapost-MGR, post-Jayalalithaa
political landscape, Vijay repre-
sents the first figure in decades
who feels contemporaneous
rather than inherited.

Previous alternatives — from
Vaiko to Vijayakanth to Kamal
Haasan — did not fully capture
this generational shift. Vijay, by
contrast, arrives already em-
bedded in the cultural memory
of those now entering the elec-
torate.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

governments in Telangana and
Karnataka, heaved asigh of relief
after returning to power in Ke-
rala. But it was routed in Assam
by the BJP which won the state
in convincing fashion for the
third time in a row.

The expansion of BJP’s elec-
toral footprint since 2014 has
been no less than spectacular.
According to the party, its
number of MLASs in states have
gone up from 773 in September
2013t01,798 now. After the West
Bengal victory, the BJPwill have
17 Chief Ministers. And for the
NDA, thatnumber goesupto22.

If the BJP scripted history in
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu wit-
nessed the dawn of a new era
with Vijay’s TVK stunning the
DMK and the AIADMK, the two
Dravidian parties that had been
taking turns to rule the state
since 1967.

The mood for change, which
translated into a massive anti-
DMK vote, was so intense that
the ruling party was routed even
initsstronghold of Chennai. Sta-
lin lost from Kolathur by a mar-
gin of 8,795 votes. His son Ud-
hayanidhi, however, won from
Chepauk-Thiruvallikeni.

Stalin, in a post on X, said,
“We bow to and accept the ver-

have worked against the for-
tunes of the LDF this time
around.

In contrast, the UDF capital-
ised onastrongsecular plank —
a position consistently articu-
lated by Opposition leader VD
Satheesan, whohasaccused the
Left of diluting its ideological
commitmenttosecularisminef-
fortsto make electoral gains. The
resultsindicate that thismessag-
ing resonated widely with
voters, shaping the decisive out-
come in favour of the UDF.

The CPI(M) lost several seats
in Kannur, Kozhikode, Palak-
kad, Alappuzha, Kollam and
Thiruvananthapuram districts
— seats that the LDF had re-
tained in recent elections.

The Congress has won 63
seats out of a total of 140 in the
state. Itwasin2001that the party
last put up similar numbers,
winning the same number of
seats. Its ally in the UDF, the
IUML, contested 27 seats and
won 22.

In the LDF, the CPI(M),
which had won 61 seats in 2021,
haswononly26seats. Itsally, the

ASssam

Party Liberal (UPPL) in 2021,
cobbling together a majority of
861in2016 and of 75in 2021.

However, far from slowing
down after a decade in power, it
has now secured 82 seats itself.
With another 10 from the BPF
and another 10 from the AGP, it
wonawhopping102seatsinthe
House. This sweep — in which
the NDA parties have won all
seats in the state where ethnic
Assamese, tribal and Bengali-
Hindu voters account for the
bulk of the population, barring
twoofwhich onehasgonetothe
Congress and the other to Con-
gress ally Raijor Dal —is notjust
that of the BJP, but of Himanta
Biswa Sarma.

The BJP-led alliance’s appeal
in this election a cocktail of a
sharp pitch against “illegal im-
migration” laced with shrill thet-
oric against “Miya Muslims”, a
term used colloquially and pe-
joratively to refer to Bengali-ori-
gin Muslims; afocus on develop-
ment projects particularly mega
road and bridge infrastructure
projects and push for private in-
vestment and industry in the
state; and a slew of welfare
schemes, unprecedented in
scale and reach in the state, es-
pecially cash transfers targeting
women beneficiaries.

Vote against
Jamiliarity

If Vijay’sriseisoneside ofthe
story, the otherliesin the fatigue
with established structures.

Criticism of the DMK in this
election — especially from rival
camps and sections of the elec-
torate — has often centred on
the perception of consolidation
of powerwithin a political family
and unease over leadership tran-
sitions. The elevation of a
younger leadership layer, par-
ticularly Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin, has drawn
scrutiny and, in some quarters,
scepticism about political depth
and preparedness.

There have also been mo-
ments of rhetorical controversy
that opponents have amplified
toquestionjudgment and sensi-
tivity on matters of belief and
public sentiment.

None of this, on its own,
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dict of the people. The DMK’s
political journey, he said, “will
continuewithout faltering” and
the party “will function as an
exemplary Opposition party”.

Vijay’s victory on debut is
historic too. It is only the third
time in India’s electoral history
that a party has captured power
less than two years after its
formation —the earlierinstances
being N T Rama Rao’s stunning
victory in undivided Andhra
Pradesh in 1983, nine months
after helaunched the outfit,and
the Asom Gana Parishad’s cap-
ture of Assam in 1985, two
months after its formation.

Vijay won from both Peram-
bur and Tiruchirappalli (East)
but his party wasstill short of the
halfway mark in the 234-
member House.

It means that Tamil Nadu is
also heading on a path which it
hasnevertaken so far —looking
at the possibilities of a hung As-
sembly, a coalition government
or parties providing outside sup-
port to the TVK government.

The TVKissaid tobein talks
with smaller parties, including
the Congress, to shore up the
numbers.

Thewinds of change blew in
Kerala aswell where the Pinarayi
Vijayan-led LDF government,
which had created history by re-
taining power in 2021, losttothe
Congress-led UDF.

CPI, has been reduced to just
eight seats, less than half of the
17 that it won in 2021. Another
LDF member, the Kerala Con-
gress (M), which contested 12
seats, was completely wiped out.

Many of the UDF’s winners
have a five-digit margin of vic-
tory, something rarely seen in
Assembly elections in Kerala.

The BJP, which had focused
ontryingtowinaround adozen
seats, managed to win three.
The party’s state president, Ra-
jeev Chandrasekhar, won the
Nemom seat, which the party
had won in 2016 but lost in2021.
Former Union minister and
senior leader V Muraleedharan
won the Kazhakoottam seat.
Both seats, which were held by
the CPI(M), are part of the
Thiruvananthapuram urban
area, where the BJPhasastrong
presence and is in power in the
municipal corporation.

The third BJP seat was Cha-
thannoor in Kollam district,
where B B Gopakumar, who
had been improving his vote
share over the last two elections,
managed a victory this time.

But along with all of these,
Sarma’s personality was at the
centre of the campaign, his ag-
gressiveness tempered with his
image as a benevolent “mama
(maternal uncle)”, with him
leading the alliance from the
front. While the BJPwill be back
in power for the third time now,
thiswasthe firsttimethatSarma
had campaigned asa Chief Min-
ister seeking re-election, and he
and the party built the momen-
tum for a renewed and stronger
wave for the BJP after a decade
of its governments in the state.

This sweep has shrunk the
Congress down to 19 seats in
Assam, with the losses of its
Assam face Gaurav Gogoi and
the Leader of the Opposition in
the outgoing Assembly, Deba-
brata Saikia, adding salt to its
wounds. The Congress-led Op-
position front won a total of 21
seats, with itsally Raijor Dal win-
ning another two seats. Apart
from the two main blocs, the
AIUDF has won two seats, in-
cluding by Badruddin Ajmal in
Binnakandi — also its worst-
ever performance since its
formation —and TMC has won
Mandia, with ex-Congress MLA
Sherman Ali getting elected.

Apart from the Congress’s
JoyPrakash Dasand Raijor Dal’s
Akhil Gogoi, Opposition parties
only won seats where minority
voters constitute abulkof voters,
reflecting polarisation.

amounts to a decisive anti-in-
cumbencywave. But together, it
appearsto have contributedtoa
mood where a section of voters
iswillingtolook beyond the two
dominant Dravidian forma-
tions.

The scale of that shift is now
visible in outcomes as well. Sta-
lin, who had held Kolathur since
2011 and won by a margin of
nearly 70,000 votes in 2021, lost
the same seatto TVK’s VS Babu
— a symbolic rupture in what
was considered one of the
DMK’s safest urban bastions.
The defeat placeshim alongside
rare precedentssuch as M Bhak-
tavatsalamin1967 and J Jayalali-
thaa in 1996, when sitting chief
ministers were swept away by
larger political currents.

Nowhere is this churn more
visible than in Chennai. Histori-
cally, the city has oscillated
sharply but within limits. The

Finetuning message

state’s power centre with five
CMs of the state winning from
this region, including the
CPI(M)’s Jyoti Basu, his suc-
cessor Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charya and now Mamata
(Bhabanipur).

This time, three key factors
were at play in the region, com-
prising semi-urban and urban
areas, against the TMC: huge
anti-incumbency, Hindu vote
consolidation, and anger at the
party’s “goondagiri”. The BJP
reaped the gains of all.

So, in the Presidency divi-
sion, the BJP won 61 seats out
of 111. These include 6 of 11 in
Kolkata (Bhabanipur, Rashbe-
hari, Maniktala, Jorasanko, Ka-
shipur-Belgachia and Shyam-
pukur), with the remaining 5
set to go to the TMC (Chour-
anghee, Kolkata Port, Bally-
gunge, Beleghata and Entally).

Bhabanipur is Mamata’s
constituency where she was de-
feated by BJP’s Suvendu Adhi-
kari with a margin of 15,105
votes.

In North 24 Parganas, the
BJP won 24 seats, compared to
the TMC’s nine.

Several TMC ministers such
as Sashi Panja (Shyampukur),
Chandrima Bhattacharya
(Dumdum Uttar), Aroop Bis-
was (Tollygunge) and Bratya
Basu (Dumdum) have lost
here. Sujit Basu another min-
ister lost from Bidhannagar
seat in North 24 Parganas.

The BJP also won 10 and
TMC19inSouth 24 Parganasin
seats like Gosaba, Sagar, Dia-
mond Harbour.

Apart from the Presidency
division, in South Bengal, the
BJP made gains in Birbhum,
Paschim Bardhaman, Hooghly
and Purba Medinipur districts.

In Purba Medinipur, the
TMC saw a wipeout, with BJP
winningin all 16 seats. In Birb-
hum, known asa TMC bastion,
the BJP won 6 seats and the
TMC five. In Purba Bardha-
man, the BJP won 14 seats
while TMC won two.

In Hooghly district, the BJP
won 16 seats and the TMC two.

North Bengal; voted in
1stphase

The BJP held on to its bas-
tion here, winning 40 of the 54
seats in the region, including
Alipurduar, Jalpaiguri, Dar-
jeeling, Coochbehar and Ka-
limpong districts.

North Bengal includes Dar-
jeeling Hills, tea belt and
Rajbongshi-dominated areas,
where the BJP has done well
since 2019.

The BJP hit all the right
notes here, promising a per-
manent solution to the Gork-
haland issue, and appointing
an interlocutor for talks re-
cently. After his helicopter
could not land due to bad
weather for a campaign rally,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah sent a message by speak-
ing to the people of Darjeeling
virtually.

‘Loot, loot,

spent over four hoursthere. She
alleged irregularities at the
counting centre, and claimed
that she was physically at-
tacked. She also claimed that
CCTV cameras were switched
off and her party's agents were
not permitted inside the centre.

"With the help of central
forces, they are harassing and
torturing our party workers.
Our offices have been vandal-
ised and forcefully captured.
The SIR was done totarget seats
where we were strong... The
Election Commission is doing
whatever it wishes, with the
help of the central forces. The
state police is dancing to the
tune of the central forces," she

AIADMK struggled here for dec-
ades — winning just one seat in
1977, two in 1980, and none in
1996 - before Jayalalithaa’s
breakthroughsin2006 and 2011.
In 2021, the DMK swept all 16
seats, reaffirming Chennai asits
urban fortress.

Between MGR and the
unknown

It is tempting to frame Vijay
as a repetition of MGR. But the
comparison holds only up to a
point. MGR had ideology, organ-
isation and years within the
Dravidian movement before
breaking away. Vijay has arrived
without that scaffolding. What
he possesses is something more
contemporary: a direct emo-
tional connection amplified by
media, scarcity and timing.

Heis, in that sense, both a
product of Tamil Nadu’s political
history and a deviation from it.

In the tea belt, low wages
and closed gardens went
against the ruling TMC, even
as the Centre rolled out prom-
ises.

In Coochbehar, the BJP has
long wooed the Rajbongshi
community. The Rajbongshi
or Koch-Rajbongshi commu-
nity consists of more than 33
lakh people in the districts of
Cooch Behar, Jalpaiguri, Dar-
jeeling, Malda and Murshida-
bad districts. BJP won 8 seats
in Cooch Behar while TMC
won one seat.

The TMC did better in the
Uttar and Dakshin Dinajpur
districts. While in Uttar Di-
najpur, the BJP won four seats
compared tothe TMC’sfive, in
Dakshin Dinajpur, BJP won
four seats and TMC two. In
Malda, once a Congress bas-
tion, the BJPwon six seatsand
the TMC six.

The tribal belt in South
Bengal; voted in 2nd phase

The BJP has regained its
dominance in the tribal belt of
Junglemahal, winning 38 out
of 40 seats.

BJP won all four seats in
Jhargram district and all 9 in
Purulia. In Bankura, it won all
12 seats. In Paschim Midnapore
district, the BJP won 13 seats
and the TMC two. Among the
TMCleadersstaring at a defeat
was state Forest Minister Bir-
baha Hansda (Binpur).

The tribal belt did not see
any impact of the SIR, with very
low deletion of names, but gov-
ernance issues such as the lack
of housing and drinking water
dominated in the area once hit
by Maoism.

Ahead of the polls, a glut in
potato production,leadingtoa
sharp fall in prices, also had an
impact here, especially in
Bankura.

During the campaign, the
BJP, including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, highlighted
what they called “apman (in-
sult)” of President Droupadi
Murmu, a tribal, during her
visitto Bengal —areferenceto
CM Mamata Banerjee and her
Cabinet ministers not being
present to receive her when
she arrived in the state.
Murmu had expressed her an-
guish publicly over this, and
alleged that police had
changed her programme
venue abruptly.

The BJP also successfully
wooed the Kurmi community,
who have been agitating for
long for ST status. The Kurmis
held sway in a number of seats
along with tribals. The BJP
promised them that Kurmali
language will be included in
the national language list.

Kurmi leader Rajesh Ma-
hato was fielded by the BJP
from Gopiballabhpur and
looked set to win. Kurmi leader
Ajit Mahato's son Biswajit Ma-
hato also seemed headed for
victory, on a BJP ticket from
Joypur.

loot’

said earlier in the day.
Meanwhile, Adhikari dedi-
cated his Bhabanipur victoryto
"party workers and those who
gave their lives for the party and
Hindutva". "Hindus, Jains,
Sikhs, Buddhists, Bengalis,
people from Rajasthan all voted
for me. Muslims voted for Ma-
mata Banerjee. Ten thousand
CPI(M) supporters also voted for
me.Ithankall ofthem," hesaid.
In 2021, too, Adhikari had
defeated Banerjee from Nandi-
gram by 1,956 votes. Banerjee
had then won the Bhabanipur
seat in a bypoll the same year.
On Monday, Adhikari won the
Nandigram seat also.
—WITH PTI, ANI

What Tamil Nadu is witnessing
may notbeawaveintheclassical
sense. It may be something
quieter —areallocation of belief.

Yet, even within that uncer-
tainty, there are clear signs of
structural change. TVK candi-
dates have won or led across re-
gions - from Salem West and Vi-
rudhunagar to pockets in
Coimbatore and the south - sig-
nallingnotaregional surgebuta
statewide footprint. In Coimba-
toreSouth, forinstance, the party
pushed DMK’s V Senthil Balajito
anarrow 2,271-vote victory.

During the campaign, the
state faced a question it had not
had to answer in decades: what
happens when a system built
over a century encounters a
force it did not fully anticipate?
The answer arrived today. Or it
may unfold over the next five
years. But the disruption, for
now, isunmistakable.



THE INDIAN EXPRESS The City

TUESDAY, MAY 5,2026 3

DAY AFTERKILLER BLAZE, 4-STOREY BUILDING VACATED

3D mapping to find cause of —’Sml—ﬁ
Vivek Vihar fire that killed 9

Feegad. Oifice: QLR Jindal Marg, Hisar-125 005 [Haryana)
Ph. Mo, (01662) 222471-83, Fax Mo, (01662} 220499, Emall kL for Investors! investorcarsSfindalstainkess.com, Wabsite: www.[indatstainless.com
Express News Service
New Delhi, May 4

EXTRACTS OF AUDITED CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026

{F in crones excepd per sharp data)

ing, B-13, is located near the
Ghazipur drain.

Toxic gases like hydrogen
sulfide, often present in the air
near drains, can corrode the
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Deeply mourned by Lt Gen Vivek Dogra, SM, S0-in-C,
Col Comdt and all ranks of Corps of Signals.
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For Indiaq, it is the foundation of
our culture and our way of life. "
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Under the visionary leadership of

Hon’ble Prime Minister Shiri Narendra Modi
and the esteemed guidance of

Hon’ble Union Minister of Home Affairs & Cooperation Shri Amit Shah,
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Nano Fertilisers Revolution Strengthening Farmers

Nano Urea Plus - Nano DAP < Nano NPK + Nano Zinc + Nano Copper

Honourable Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation

Shri Amit Shah
Better soil health w !ﬁ Higher vield at
and fertility - lower cost

Environmentally
safe

More effective
than conventional
fertilisers
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IFFCO’s Mission: _
Healthier Soil and Happier Farmer

IFFCO’s Nano Fertilisers are proudly made in India, embodying the spirit of Atmanirbhar Bharat
and our nation’s vision for a self-reliant agriculture

Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited
IFFCO Sadan, C-1, District Centre, Saket, New Delhi — 110017

Telephone: 91-11-26510091, 91-11-42592626 | Website: www.iffco.in
Customer Service Helpline (Toll-Free): 18001031967
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NEET racket busted,
doctor among four
arrested; MBBS seats
‘offered for Rs 25-30L.

18 aspirants
rescued aday
before NEET

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 4

IN A major crackdownon an or-
ganised admission fraud, the
Delhi Police's Crime Branch
busted a racket that allegedly
lured National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) aspirants
with false promises of securing
MBBS seats. Just a day before
their entrance exam, 18 stu-
dents, including minors, were
rescued on Saturday and four
accused were arrested, includ-
ing a doctor, who studied from
Kyrgyzstan, and the alleged
mastermind of the racket, said
officers. The students were res-
cued during raids at several lo-
cations where the accused had
taken them on the pretext of
providingimportant questions.

Duringquestioning, investi-
gators found that the accused
had allegedly struck dealsrang-
ing between Rs 25 lakh and Rs
301akh per candidate, collecting
cash, original academic docu-
ments and blank signed
cheques from parents in return
for false assurances of guaran-
teed admission. “This was a
well-structured network that
preyed upon the aspirations of
students and their guardians,”
said Sanjeev Kumar Yadav, DCP,
Crime Branch, adding that
timely intervention ensured the
safety of all the students in-
volved. The four accused have
been identified as Santosh
Kumar Jaiswal (50), a graduate
and the alleged mastermind
and aresident of East of Kailash
in Delhi ; Dr Akhlaq Alam alias
Golden Alam (25), a native of
Gopalganj, Bihar, who hascom-
pleted his MBBS from Kyrgyz-
stan and is currently preparing
forthe screeningtest conducted
by the National Medical Com-
mission (NMC) to practise in
India; Sant Pratap Singh (59), a
BTechgraduate from Puneand
a property dealer-cum-builder

e ——
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The accused in custody. ExPRress

based in Lucknow; and Vinod
Bhai Bhikha Bhai Patel (52), a
Surat-based broker.

The accused had been tar-
geting families, particularly
from Gujarat. Elaborating on
the modus operandi, the DCP
said, “Jaiswal wasthe main per-
son behind the entire operation.
He brought in his associate
Vinod Patel, who helped ident-
ify and approach families.
Akhlaq Alam’s role was to pre-
pare the so-called question
papers, while Sant Pratap Singh
handled logistics, including ac-
commodation and meeting
points.”

Police said the operation was
unearthed following an input
from Surat Police about a sus-
pect claiming to arrange medi-
cal admissions through techni-
cal surveillance. The accused
was traced to Mahipalpur in
Southwest Delhi, where Crime
Branch teams searched nearly
100 hotels before zeroing in on
the suspects. Acting swiftly,
teams tracked their movement
andlaid atrap nearahospitalin
Ghaziabad, rescuing three stu-
dents and arresting Santosh
Jaiswal. Later, raids at a flatin
Ghaziabad, which belonged to
SP Singh, led to the rescue of 15
more students. A team under
the joint leadership of Inspec-
tors Sunil Kalkhande, Yash-
endraSingh, and Mahipal Singh
supervised by Satendra Mohan,
ACP, Central Range, was formed
to trace the suspects.

Police have recovered 149
pages of fabricated question-
answer material, and blank
signed cheques.

| ASSUMMER IN CAPITAL GETS HARSHER
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facing water shortage, Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta said on
Monday, addingthat “targeted
arrangements have been putin
place to bridge the gap”.

Over 1,200 tankers have
been deployed in these partsto
strengthen water supply, with
an additional 100 kept on
standby. Deployment hasbeen
tailored constituency-wise,
with high-demand areas such
as Sangam Vihar, Matiala,
Chhatarpur, Deoli, Tughlaka-
bad, Palam, Bijwasan and Ba-
wana receiving special atten-
tion, the CM was quoted as
sayingin a statement by her of-
fice. These parts have persist-
ently faced water-shortage is-
sues during summer
year-on-year, said officials, ad-
ding that measures are being
taken to ensure that the issue
does not worsen this year.

The number of operational
tubewells has been increased

pur, Deoli, Tughlaka-
bad, Palam, Bijwasan,
Bawana,among others

WATER TREATMENT
plants directed tooper- §
ateat full capacity

COORDINATION
ON with Haryanato
monitor ammonia
levelsin shared water
resources
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from 5,834 to 6,200. Fixed
supply points have been in-
creased from 8,700 to 13,000,
and filling hydrants from 198 to
202. Detailed planning has
been completed at the consti-
tuency-level, including alloca-
tion of responsibilities, colony-
wise supply schedules, tanker
route plans and resource de-
ployment, said Gupta.

Across the city, 28 water
emergency centres have been

set up at strategic locations to
operate round the clock. These
centres are equipped with ad-
equate staff, communication
systemsand CCTV surveillance
to ensure swift resolution of
supply-related issues, said of-
cials. A central control room,
chatbot-based system, along-
side public-private-partnership
(PPP) mode call centres operat-
ing in several areas are among
the measures to ensure

Riding aDTC bus? Feedback may
be taken to improve connectivity

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 4

THE NEXT time you hop on to
a Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) bus, your feedback may
be taken to rationalise routes.
The DTC will soon Kkick off a
public survey to get feedback
from the commuters about their
experience of travelling, routes,
type of passes they use, and fre-
quency of bus and time of jour-
ney, said officials.

The comprehensive study is
being undertaken by IIT Delhi
under a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with the
Delhi Transport Infrastructure
Development Corporation
(DTIDC), ensuring a robust,
data-driven, and optimised
redesign of Delhi’s bus network

toimprove accessibility and ser-
vice quality, officialsadded. The
route rationalisation covers 121
routes in the East Zone, 181
routesin the West Zone,and 194
routesinthe North Zone, aswell
asongoingexercise of the South
Zone.

Following the survey, offi-
cials said, the department will
ensure that they have a pool of
suggestions toimprove bus con-
nectivity. "The survey is being
carried out as part of the on-
goingroute rationalisation exer-
cise for 12 metre buses, so that
the DTC can improve connec-
tivity, and address the daily
challenges being faced by the
bus commuters," said aDTC of-
ficial. Under the survey, details
such as name, age, gender,
number and type of vehicles

owned, trip details and fre-
quency will be collected.

The survey will also shed
light on commuter preferences
and why people, whodon't want
to ride public buses, choose a
different option for their daily
rides. Such commuters will be
asked if they face challenges re-
lated to last-mile connectivity,
access to bus stops, low fre-
quency of buses on their route,
unreliable service, lack informa-
tion about bus routes, safety
concerns, or lack of adequate
pedestrian facility to the bus
stop and longer travel time.

“The route rationalisation
exercise must reflect the on-
ground realities of Delhi’s public
transport system.,” Transport
Minister Pankaj Kumar Singh
had said earlier.

ALLEGED KACHHA BANIYAN GANG MEMBERS ARRESTED BY ANTI-TERRORISM SQUAD
Faces masked, clad in undergarments: 6 of notorious
gang held for looting jewellery from South Delhi home

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 4

AFTER EXECUTING arobbery
worth lakhs of rupees in South
Delhi’s upscale Malviya Nagar
area, six members of one of the
Capital’s most notorious rob-
bery gangs — the Kaccha Bani-
yan gang — were arrested by
Delhi Police on Sunday follow-
ing an exchange of fire in South
Delhi, said officers.

On May 1, six men, dressed
in undergarments and wearing

masks on faces, had allegedly
entered aflatin MalviyaNagar’s
Sarvodaya Enclave. “Members
of the family were sleeping in
two bedrooms. The accused
locked both therooms, and then
tookjewellery,” the officer said.
CCTV cameras in the house
captured two of them, roaming
around in undergarments, said
police.

Officers of the Anti-Terror-
ism Squad (ATS) of Delhi Police
(South) subsequently traced the
sixaccused — alleged members

of the Kachha Baniyan Gang —
to Ambedkar Nagar, police said.

“When officers reached the
area, accused Nirmal Pardi,
Devin and Samar opened fire at
them. The police team fired in
retaliation, and bullets hit the
three on legs,” an officer said.
The accused identified as
Kaake, Krish and Shivaji, and
their accomplices, were ar-
rested. All of them hail from
Madhya Pradesh. Officers sus-
pect the six men were involved
in atleast four robberiesin Delhi

last year.

Members of the Kaccha
Baniyan gang are largely from
the Pardi community, a no-
madic tribe originally from
parts of Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra, traditionally
known for their hunting skills.
The gang became notorious in
the 90s and 2000s after a series
of robbery-cum-murders were
reported across the country, in
which the thieves entered
homes wearing only undergar-
ments. Among the prominent

Chief Minister, BJP leaders celebrate
with jhalmuri, mishti doi and jalebis

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, May 4

AS THE BJP marched towards
its historic victory in West Ben-
gal, Chief Minister Rekha Gupta,
her Cabinet colleagues, and
state party president Virendra
Sachdeva celebrated with jhal-
muri and rasgulla on Monday
afternoon. Jhalmuri, a spicy
mix of puffedrice, is perhapsthe
most common street snack in
West Bengal.

CM Gupta had the im-
promptu jhalmuri party with
Ministers Manjinder Singh
Sirsa, Ashish Sood, Ravinder In-
draj, Kapil Mishra, and Parvesh
Sahib Singh at the Delhi Secre-
tariat. “Thevictory of the Indian
people, especially in West Ben-
gal, is special. PM Narendra
Modi's model of good govern-
ance has triumphed,” she said.

“...Everystateinthe country
is turning saffron,” she posted
on X. “With Assam’s hat-trick
victory [and] the BJP coming to
power in Bengal... Heartiest

CM with other BJP leaders celebrate poll results. x/ @GUPTA_REKHA

congratulations on the resound-
ingvictory.”

Voters, the CM said, had
moved beyond “empty slogans,
divisive narratives and hollow
claims of secularism”, and were
prioritising tangible develop-
ment, transparency, and re-
sults-oriented governance.

On April 19, PM Modi had
walked into a nondescript jhal-
muri stall while campaigningin

West Bengal’sJhargram. He had
paid Rs 10 for the snack, and
shared the video of his interac-
tion with shopkeeper Bikram
Shaw on X. “I ate the jhalmuri,
but the jhaal (spice) hit the Tri-
namool,” he had said.

CM Mamata Banerjee had
mocked the PM’s jhalmuri
break as a scripted drama, and
rhetorically asked if he would
eatrice and fish, the staple Ben-

gali meal, as well.

At the state BJP head-
quarters, Sachdeva celebrated
with mishti doi, the thick, sweet
curd that is considered a signa-
ture Bengali dessert.

PWD Minister and senior
BJPleader Parvesh Sahib Singh
organised a jalebi party outside
hisresidenceby settingupalive
jalebi stall, along with sweets
such as laddoos. “It’s a very
happy moment for all of us be-
cause after the TMCwon thelast
time, it used goons against our
party leaders,” Singh said.

Sachdeva, party national
general secretary Tarun Chugh,
and other leaders took out a
“Bengal Victory March” on
Deendayal Upadhyay Marg,.

“The defeat of Mamata Ba-
nerjee in Bengal and M K Stalin
in Tamil Nadu [who lost in the
DMK stronghold of Kolathur] is
also a defeat for [former Delhi
CM] Arvind Kejriwal, because
he had...claimed that both gov-
ernments would return to
power,” Chugh said.
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cases from Delhi was murder of
two people during a robbery in
Lodhi Colony in1991.1In 2014, a
21-year-old woman in Narela
was killed. Officers said that if
gang members were seen roam-
ing in the streets at night, they
certainly had zeroed in on their
target. Such was the terror — a
band of robbers would break in-
side societies and their plush
apartments, rob it clean after
taking the residents hostage,
and Kkill them if they didn’t co-
operate.

treatment plants — Sonia
Vihar, Bhagirathi, Chandrawal,
Wazirabad, Haiderpur, Nang-
loi, Okhla, Bawana and Dwarka
— have been directed to oper-
ate at the peak capacity. The
government is also coordinat-
ing with officials concerned in
Haryana to ensure that am-
monialevelsin shared water re-
sources, including Yamuna
and Munak Canal, are kept in
check, the CM underlined. The
remarks came as Gupta held a
review meeting with the Water
Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh,
Chief Secretary Rajiv Verma
and senior officials of the Delhi
Jal Board.

With regards to complaints,
the grievance redressal system
has been reinforced with 24x7
helplines (1916 and 1800117118).
Complaints are routed directly
to the junior engineer and
100% feedback is being en-
sured, officials said.

Two-year-old
drownsindrain
while playing
near house

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 4

A TWO-YEAR-OLD girl died
after fallingin an open drainin
North Delhi’s Burari area on
Sunday evening when she was
playing outside her house, said
police. Prima facie, said of-
ficers, nofoul playis suspected.

According to the Delhi Po-
lice, they initially received in-
formation about a missing
child at Bhalswa Dairy police
station on Sunday.

Acting swiftly, a police team
launched an intense search op-
eration in the area along with
family members and local resi-
dents.

During the operation, the
toddler was found inside a
drain located about 15 metres
away from her residence. She
wasimmediately taken to Babu
Jagjivan Ram (BJRM) Hospital,
where doctors declared her
dead.

Police said the body has
been preserved at the hospital
mortuary for post-mortem
examination to ascertain the
exact cause of death.

Preliminary inquiry re-
vealed that the child had likely
wandered out of the house
while playing and accidentally
fellinto the open drain, leading
to drowning.

Family members have not
expressed any suspicion of foul
play at this stage, officers said.
There are several open drains
in the area around the house,
which have sparked safety con-
cerns following the incident.

*Moonrise: 10:30 pM (May 5)
«Moonset: 8:35 am(May 6)
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Delhi witnessed a dip in day temperatures after latest rain spell. ani

CHINESE MANJHAIS BANNED

Five-year-old dies in North East

Delhi as Chinese majha slits throat
AFIVE-YEAR-OLD died after his throat was allegedly slit by
banned Chinese manjhain North East Delhi’s New Usman-
pur, police said Monday. Police said they were informed by
Jag Pravesh Chandra Hospital on Sunday regarding the ad-
mission of aninjured child. A team reached the hospital
and learnt that he had been travelling with his mother and
uncle towards a CNG pump in New Usmanpur on a two-
wheeler when the incident happened. Police said he later
succumbed to hisinjuries. A post-mortem examination of
the body will be conducted, they said, adding that a case
under sections 106 and 223 of the BNS was filed. ENS

Hoaxbomb
threat to MCD
Mayor’s office

THE MAYOR’S Office of the
MCDreceived abomb
threat on Monday morning,
said officials, adding that
the Delhi Police acted
promptly and brought the
situation fully under con-
trol. The threat was
declared ahoaxand noun-
toward incident was
reported. Accordingtoan
official statement, “The of-
ficereceived an email
around 9:19 am, and an un-
known source threatened
anexplosion at 3:11 pm.
Consideringits
seriousness, the Delhi Po-
lice was informed immedi-
ately without delay.”
Uponreceivingthe
information, the Delhi Po-
lice carried out athorough
and detailed inspection of
the Mayor’s Office . Earlier,
on April1, asimilar threat
was received by the Mayor’s
Office. A detailed policein-
vestigation has been sought
by the Mayor’s Officein a
formal letter to the
Commissioner of Delhi

Police. ENS

Cop saves life of
accident victim

at Burari flyover

A TRAFFIC police officer's
prompt response helped
save thelife of a40-year-old
man who was critically in-
juredinaroadaccident at
Burari Flyoverin North
Delhi, officers said on Mon-
day. Theincident took place
on May 2 when Inspector
Yashpal Bhati of the North-
ernRange was returning
after duty and noticed a
scooterriderlying uncon-
sciousontheroad after
crashinginto adivider. The
victim had suffered severe
head and facial injuries,
theysaid. Bhati, along with
Constable Sahdev, stopped
their vehicle and rushed the
injured man tothe Trauma
Centre at Civil Lines with-
out waiting foran
ambulance. The injured
was later identified as
Vinod Chandra Pujari, a
resident of West Vinod
Nagar. Police personnel
made efforts to contact his
family members. "Pujari's
condition has stabilised,"
the medical staff at the hos-
pital said. PTI

Venugopal or Satheesan? Talk of CM
face at Kerala Bhavan as UDF wins

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, May 4

WITH THE Congress-led
United Democratic Front (UDF)
surging towards a comeback in
Kerala after 10 years, celebra-
tions erupted outside Kerala
House in Delhi on Monday.
Membersofthe KeralaNGO As-
sociation and party supporters
celebrated the early trends with
drumbeats, firecrackers, and
cups of payasam.

Many remained glued to their
phones, tracking constituency-
wise leads and discussing mar-
gins, as excitement built
through the morning.

Though exit polls and anti-
incumbency signals had hinted
at a shift, the sheer scale of the
UDF’slead — crossing 100 seats
inthe140-member Assembly —
caught many by surprise.

As the numbers climbed, so
did the buzz. Posters of senior
Congress leader K C Venugopal
went up near the entrance,
drawing cheers, while conversa-

Posters of senior Congress leader K C Venugopal near the entrance
to Kerala House in Delhi, Monday. sopHIvA MATHEW

tions quickly shifted to the next
big question: who will be chief
minister? “We don’t know the
CM faceyet. Evenawoman can-
didate would be welcome. But
among the names, V D Sathee-
san is the most deserving,” one
supportersaid. “Still, the KC Ve-
nugopal camp appears strong-
est, so Satheesan may have the
least chance compared to others

like Ramesh Chennithala.”

Inside the premises, how-
ever, a group of younger sup-
porters was seen raising slogans
in favour of Satheesan.

Several attendees also ex-
pressed surprise at the scale of
the setback faced by CM Pina-
rayi Vijayan and the Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF).

“Even with anti-incum-

bency, no one expected such a
collapse,” said Muhammad
Jasir.Referringto Dharmadam,
Vijayan’s constituency, he
added, “Last time, he won by
around 50,000 votes. Thistime,
itshumiliating. It shows a clear
message from the people.”

Others pointed to welfare
measures. “Free bus travel for
women, student concessions,
and focus on the elderly have
made animpact,” Jasir said.

Discussions also centred on
constituencies like Payyannur
and Mattanur — long seen as
Left bastions — where the UDF
put up strong performances.
Many agreed that while the BJP
appeared to be gaining ground
in several seats, the dominant
narrative remained a clear anti-
incumbency. R Jayesh, presi-
dent of the Kerala NGO Associ-
ation. said, “Government
employees have faced diffi-
culties in recent years, and the
UDF has supported us. We are
happy, and that is why we have
gathered here.”
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Manoj More
Pune, May 4

AS WIDELY anticipated, Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Minister Su-
netra Pawar, also the NCP na-
tional president, on Monday won
the Baramati Assembly bypoll by
a record margin of over 2.18 lakh
votes. Inthe process, she also sur-
passed her late husband Ajit Pa-
war’s record victory margin of
1.65 lakh votes.

“We have been saying that
Sunera Pawar will win by arecord
margin of votes and even break
Ajit Pawar’s record. It has come
true.Itisagloriousvictory which
is a tribute from Baramatikars to
their Ajitdada, who led our party
from the front and served Maha-
rashtra till his last breath,” Sunil
Tatkare, state NCP president, told
The Indian Express.

Maharashtra Congress spokes-

ASSEMBLY BYPOLLS
Sunetra Pawar wins by 2L votes in Baramati

Maharashtra Deputy CM Sunetra Pawar at the memorial of her husband
Ajit Pawar in Baramati after her victory in the bypoll on Monday. express

didate. And was supported by the
Maha Vikas Aghadi. It was ex-
pected that she would secure arec-
ord victory and it has happened.”

ThisisSunetra’sfirst victoryon
the Baramati poll terrain. Earlier,
in 2024 she had lost the Baramati

law Supriya Sule. Later though she
was elected to the Rajya Sabha.
Sunetra’s younger son, Jay,
went to Ajit Pawar’s memorial to
pay his respects after his mother’s
poll victory. “Everyone took this
election into their own hands for

Baramati have always supported
my parents,” he said.

When he was asked about the
possible merger of two NCPs, Jay
said, “I cannot decide alone re-
garding the future path or the
merger of the two NCP factions. A
merger needs to happen between
both parties. Therefore, if the sen-
ior leaders of both parties decide
something regarding a merger or
hold discussionsonit, the scenario
couldlookdifferentin the future.”

Jay said a ‘janata darbar’ (pub-
lic grievance meeting) will be held
every Thursday in Baramati. In a
social media post, Sunetra ex-
pressed her “heartfelt gratitude to
all the people of Baramati for elec-
tingme with abig margin of votes™.

“The trust, love, and support
shown by the people of Baramati
are extremely precious tome. This
was the first election in Baramati
held after Ajitdada’s death. Today,

person Gopal Tiwari said, “Su-
netra Pawar was a Mahayuti can-

*BYPOLLRESULTS IN5 STATES

CONSTITUENCY WINNER PARTY  MARGIN
Baramati ) | :
(Maharashtra) Sunetra Ajit Pawar NCP 218,034
Rahuri o . | '
(Maharashtra) Akshay ShivajiraoKardile  BJP 1,12,587 |
Bagalkot . '
(Karnataka) Umesh Hullappa Meti INC 22,332
Davanagere South  Samarth Shamanur ' '
(Karnataka) Mallikarjuna INC 5,708

. " Harshadbhai '
Umreth (Gujarat) Govindbhai Parmar BJP 30,743
Dhgrmanagar Jahar Chakraborti BJP 18,290
(Tripura)
Koridang (Nagaland) = Daochier | Imchen BJP 3,123
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Congress wins both
seats in Karnataka

Express News Service
Bengaluru, May 4

AFTER AN initial scare in one
of the seats, the Congress party
on Monday won both the Kar-
nataka Assembly seats which
went to a bypoll on April 9.

The Congress candidate
from the Bagalkot constituency,
Umesh Meti, won by amargin of
22,332 votes against BJP’s Veer-
anna Charantimath. In the Da-
vanagere South constituency,
after an initial scare, Congress
party’s Samarth Mallikarjuna
defeated BJP’s Shrinivasa Dasa-
kariyappawith a close margin of
5,708 votes.

In Davanagere South, the
BJP had secured a lead of over
5,000 votes in the first seven
rounds of counting, but the re-
sults ultimately swungin favour
ofthe Congressin the rest of the
rounds. That Social Democratic
Party of India candidate Afsar
Kodlipete polled close to 19,000
votes here reflected the anger
Congress faced among Muslim
voters. Inthe2023 Karnataka As-
sembly elections, SDPI had
polled over 1,100 votes here.

The disgruntlement among
a section of Muslim leaders of
the Congress over the party
picking 27-year-old Samarth, a
third-generation politician of
the Shamanur Shivashankar-
appa family, appears to have a
bearing on the results.

The leaders had sought a
ticket for a Muslim candidate,
since over a third of the elector-

Karnataka Deputy CMD K
Shivakumar and other Congress
leaders ata press meetin
Bengaluru on Monday. pri

ate in Davanagere South belong
tothe community. The disagree-
ment resulted in allegations of
‘anti-party activity’ and action
against Congress MLCs Abdul
Jabbar and Naseer Ahmed.

The vote counting at Davan-
agere South also faced two is-
sues. First, authorities misplaced
the keys of a strong room where
the EVMs were stored, and the
locks had to be broken to access
theballots here in the morning.

Second, three EVMs here
also faced technicalissuesatthe
end of the counting, afterwhich
officials decided to count the
VVPAT slips. Since the votes
these three machines recorded
were less than Samarth’s lead,
the Congress party had already
started the celebrations here.

Karnataka Deputy CM D K
Shivakumar said the party had
expected a better margin in Da-
vanagere South. “In Bagalkot,
our margin waslessin2023,and
we have won there by a huge
margin thistime,” he added.

HI'RT HEH, 22, WIEl 112, ¥PRT | e-mail-circleagra.asi@gov.in, 0562-2227261

Lok Sabha election to her sister-in-

their leader, Ajit Pawar. People of

the absence of his guidance and
presenceisdeeply felt...,”she said.

Gujarat BJP cements gripon
Umreth with thumping win

AditiRaja
Vadodara, May 4

TWO MONTHS after the death of
veteran BJP MLA Govind Parmar
necessitated aby-poll for the Umreth
constituency in Anand district, his
son Harshad Parmar won the seat,
handingtheruling party athumping
win with a margin of over 30,000
votes.

Bagging nearly 59% of the votes,
the BJP candidate defeated the
Congress’s Bhrugurajsingh Chau-
han, who secured 54,757 votes.

The Umreth seat, carved out

after a delimitation merged it with
the erstwhile Sarsa constituency,
has witnessed a gradual but firm
consolidation in favour of the BJP
since 2017, when Govind Parmar
defeated the NCP’s Jayant ‘Bosky’
Patel by a significant margin.
Aleader of the Kshatriya-Thakor
community of Anand district, who
had considerable influencein the co-
operative sector, Govind Parmarwas
electedasan MLAin1995,1998,2017,
and 2022. In 1995, he was an inde-
pendent MLA for Sarsa and was re-
elected in 1998 on a Congress ticket.
Helost the seat in 2002 and 2007.
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IIM MUMBAI

[N MUMBAL Indian Institute of Management Mumbai EEEg L
{Minkstry of Education, Government of India) BT

Advt. No. Admn/Rectt/2026/13 dated 22 A

Advertisement for Non-Teaching Positions
lIM Mumbai invites applications for Non-Teaching positions
from eligible candidates.

Advt. No.

Name of Post
Assistant (Program)
Admn/Rectt/2026/13| Assistant (Hostel)
Executive Assistant

Pay Level

Pay Level 06

For detailed advertisements, please visit
iimmumbai.ac.in/careers

Chief Administrative Officer

1t‘.||' l'llnqllr]l of Culture

&8 Covwammant of refia

All are Welcome.

Centre for Contemporary Studies

Prime Ministers Museum and Library
Cordially invites you to a Panel Discussion on the book
A History of India’s Green Revolution: Reign of
Technocracy
Authored by
Prakash Kumar
Discussants:

Prof. Santosh K. Mehrotra
Former Senior Fellow, PMML
Dr. Atul Bhardwaj
Deputy Director, CMHCS, USI
Moderator:

Dr. Ravi K. Mishra
Joint Director, PMML

05 May 2026 at 3:00pm

Venue:

Seminar Room, Library Building
Prime Ministers Museum and Library

Those wishing to have their names added to the email list
may please email us at:- rajnishpmml @ gmail.com

CBC- 09142/11/0009/2627

Date : May 4, 2026
e

Petronet LNG Limited

Regd. Office: Fourth Floor, Tower-|, World Trade Centre, Nauroji Magar, New Delhi - 1100259
Phone: 011-71233525, CIN: L74699DL1898PLC0O93073
Email: investors@petrenating.in, Company's website: www petroneting.in
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NOTICE OF POSTAL BALLOT

Notice is hereby given that the Company is seeking approval of its Members for appaintment of a Director on the Board, as detailed in the Motice
of Pastal Ballot.

Detaled Postal Balict Motice, together with explanatory statement and instructions for e-voling are available on the Company's website at
www.petroneting.in, websites of the Stock Exchanges i.e. BSE Limited at https://'www.bseindia.com, National Stock Exchange of India
Limited at hitps:/www.nseindia.com and on the website of e-voling agency Le. National Securities Depositary Limited (NSDL) al
www.evoting.nsdl.com.

The Postal Ballet is conducted in accordance with Section 110 and other applicable provisions, if any, of the Companies Act, 2013 ('Act’) read
with the Companies (Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, {'Rules') and Regulation 44 of the Securties and Exchange Board of India
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015,

The Ministry of Corporate Affairs, through General Circular Nos. 14/2020 dated April 8, 2020, 1712020 dated April 13,2020, 10v2021 dated June
23, 2021, 2002021 dated December 8, 2021, 372022 dated May 5, 2022, 11/2022 dated December 28, 2022, 092023 dated Seplember 25,
2023, 0972024 dated September 19, 2024, 0372025 dated September 22, 2025 and other relevant circulars and notifications issued by the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs (hereinafter collectively referred to as ‘MCA Circulars'), has permitted companies to conduct the postal ballat by
sanding the notice in etectronic form anly,

The Company had already intimated of the opportunity being given to its Members and mechanism available to them to register their email
addresses, 50 that varous communicaton(s) can be sentto them through email.

Members who have not registered their e-mail address are requested to get their e-mail registered with the concerned Depaository. in case
shares held in demateralized mode or with Registrar and Share Transfer Agent of the Company ("RTA"), Bigshare Services Private Limited in
case shares held in physical mode. Post successful registration of the e-mail, Members may request to get postal baflot notice and the
pracedure for e-voling to enable voting for this Postal Ballot by sending an email to investori@bigshareonline.com,

The postal ballot notice and the e-voling instructions along with the user 10 and password have been sent by email ta those Members whose
email addresses are registered with the Company/ RTA concemed Depository Participants and whose names appear in the Register of
Members/ List of Beneficial Owners as on Friday, May 1, 2026 (the "Cut-off date"). The email process has been completed on Monday,
May 4, 2026.

The Company has engaged the services of National Securities Deposifory Limited (NSDL) to provide remote e-voting facility to its Members
The remote e-voting period shall commence from 9:00 a.m. (IST) on Friday, May 8, 2026 and shall end at 5:00 p.m. {IST) on Saturday,
June 6, 2026. The e-voling module shall be disabled by N3DOL thereafter, Voting rights of Members shall be in propartion lo the shares held by
them in the paid-up equity share capital of the Company as on cut-off date i.e. Friday, May 1, 2026. Communication of assent or dissent of the
Members would take place only through the remote e-voling system. Only those Members whose names are recorded in the Register of
Members of the Company or in the Register of Beneficial Owners maintained by the Depositonies as on the cut-off date will be entitled fo cast
their votes by remote e-veting. Once the vole s cast by the Member, he! she shall not be allowed ta change it subseguently

All grievances connected with the facility for voting by electronic means may be addressed to Ms. Pallavi Mhatre, Senior Manager, NSDL at
evoting@nsdl.co.inor contact at 022-4886 7000,

The Board of Directors of the Company has appointed Mis Ragini Chokshi & Co;, Company Sacretanas {Firm Reg, No.: BA-S2897) as the
Scrutinizer for conducting the Postal Ballot process in afair and transparent manner.

The resolutions, if passed with requisite majonity by the Members through Postal Ballot, shall be deemed to ba passed on the last date of the
valing period i.e. on Saturday, June 6, 2026.

The result of the voling by Postal Ballo! will be announced latest by Tuesday, June 9, 2026 and shall be avaiiable on the Company's website at
www.petroneting.in, on the websites of the Stock Exchanges i.e. BSE Limited at https:/iwww.bseindia.com/ and National Stock Exchange
of India Limited at hitps:/lwww.nseindia.com/ and on the wabsite of NSDL at www.evoting.nsdl.com.

General appeal to Members:

* We solicit your valuable cooperation and support in our endeavour fo confribute our bit to the environment. We appeal Members o
register/update their email addresses with their Depositary Particspant (DP) (if shares are held in elecironic mode) or RTA/Company (if
shares are heid in physical mode ) for receiving communications from the Company.

« SEBIvide its Circular No. SEBVHO/MIRSD/MIRSD_RTAMB/PICIR/2021/655 dated November 3, 2021 (subsequently amended by Circular
Nos. SEBI/HOMIRSD/MIRSD_ RTAMBIP/CIRI2021/687 dated December 14, 2021, SEBVHO/MIRSDMIRSD-PaD-1/P/CIR/2023/37
daled March 16, 2023 and SEBI/HOMIRSD/POD-1/PICIR/2023/181 dated November 17, 2023) has mandated that with effect from April 1,
2024, dividend to secunty holders (holding securities in physical form), shall be paid only through electronic mode. Such payment shall be
made only after furnishing the PAN, choice of nomination, contact details including mobile number, bank account details and specimen
signature, Further, relevant FAQS published by SEBlon its website can be viewed at the following link:
hitps:{'www.sebi.govin/sebi_datafaghlesisep-2024/1 727418250017 pdf

» Members may please note that SEBI vide its Circular No. SEBIHOMIRSD/MIRSD _RTAMBIRICIR/2022/8 dated January 25, 2022 has
mandated the listed companies to issue securities in demateralized form only while processing service requests viz. issue of duplicate
securities cerfificate; claim from unclaimed suspense account; renewallexchange of securities cerificate/ folios; endorsement; sub-
division/splitting of securities cedtificate; consolidation of securities certificates/folios; transmission and transposition. Accordingly, Members
are reguested to make service requests by submitting a duly filled and signed Form ISR —4, the format of which is available on the Company's
wabsite at https://www.petroneting.in/norms-for-processing-investors-service-requested-by-rta-related-forms and on RTAs
website at www. bigshareaniine.com. It may be noted that any sarvice request can be processed only after the folio is KYC compliant.

« Members may please note that pursuant to SEBI Circular no. HO/38/1311(2)12026-MIRSD-PODY [/3750/2026 dated January 30, 2026. the
Company has opened a spedial window exclusively for the re-lodgement of transfer deeds, which were lodged prior to the deadline of April
01, 2019 and rejected’ returnad not attended due to the deficiency in the documents process! or otherwise. The special window will remain
open from February 05, 2026 to February 04, 2027, Detailed circular is available on the website of the Company at www.petraneting.in.
Lodgement of legally valid and complete documents for transfer of physical shares, where there is no dispute on ownership will be
considered. Investors may submit their request [atest by February 04, 2027, with the Registrar & Share Transfer Agent (RTA) of the Company.
The securities so transferred shall be mandatonly credited to the fransferee only in demat mode and shall be under lock-in for a pened of one
year fram the date of registration of transfer. Such securities shall not be transferred! lien-marked/ pledged during the said lock-in period.
Investors must have a demat account and provide the necessary documents as specified in the SEBI circular dated 30.01.2028, while raising
request for transfer of physical shares with RTA. Due process shall be followed for such transfer-cum-demat reguesls.

¢ Members are requested to update their records by submitting duly filked and signed relevant form along with the relevant proofs listed in the
farms, o the RTA of the Company, Bigshare Services Private Limited by post to Office No. 58-2, 6" Floor, Pinnacle Business Park, Next to

Ahura Centre, Mahakali Caves Road, Andheri {E}, Mumbai — 400093
By order of the Board
For Petronet LMG Limited
sd/-
(Rajan Kapur)
GGM & President - Company Secretary

Place : Mew Delhi
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IPL T20 CRICKET MATCH

on 03-09-2026

SECURITY INSTRUCTIONS: Spectators Hislﬂng the siadlum are requested not to hrlnu the I'nilnwlng prnhihitnd items:
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ERRFOOR]
HEADPHONES

RING ROAD
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Camera

UATE ROAD

Halmal Bagpack

RIDE METRO/FREE SHUTTLE BUS FOR HASSLE FREE JOURNEY

Free Shuttle bus service provided by DELHI CAPITALS
Free Parking : 1. Mata Sundari Road 2. Rajghat Power House Road 3. Velodrome Road Riastaicbii ittt i
4. Service Road of Rajghat & Shantivan Both Sides

Eatablos

A DELHI CAPITALS US CHENNAI SUPER KINGS
7:00PM TO 11:30PM

LEGEND DIVERSION / RESTRICTION
ON NEED BASIS

THOSE NOT HAVING PARKING
% = PICK UP POINT SHUTTLE SERVICE ™% LABEL T0 FOLLOW RED O need basis, thers will be traffic diversions | restrictions on Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg
—— DROP OFF POINT SHUTTLE SERVICE e THOSE HAVING PARKING LABEL and JLN Marg on 05.05.2026 from 05:00 PM to 01:00 AM
DA EOCLOWBUEARROWS. [l D ot i E s DR Gt st oot e M (L Swarm

JLH Marg and {31 ITO te Dalhi Gate Chowk on BSE Marg.

Commutars ama regeestad b avoid the Tollewing roads from 0500 PM te 09:00 AM on the
dary of match when the spectators would be coming to the stadism and congestion s
sxpeciad:

~——Park & Ride Free Parking
Mata Sundari Road,
Rajghal Power House Road,
Velodrome Road,
Service Road of Rajghal
& Shantivan Bolh Sides

JL.N. Marg from Rajghat to Dolhi Gate up to R4 Kamia Market {Both Carriagoways)

Asaf All Road from Turkman Gate to Dedhd Gates

BSZ Marg from Delhi Gate to Ramcharan Aggarwal Chowk [ ITD Chowlk (Bodh Carriageways)

TRYTOT ADIUM |

(I} Gate Nos, 1108 are located on the southern side of the Stadium & entry to these
enclosures are from Bahadurshah Zafar Marg,

] GateNos.10 10 15 are located on the Eastern side of the Stadium on the road and
entry is from J. LN, Marg Next to Ambedkar Stadium Bus Terminal.

W) Gate Nos. 18, 17 & 18 are located on the Westem side of the Stadium & entry is
from Bahadurshah Zafar Marg near Petrol Pump.

FREE PARK & RIDE
For spectators, uniabelled vehicles park and ride’ tacility has been created at the following places:-
F-"ari- 5. Ride Fres F'a-rklng r-. ata Sundar Road, R at Power House R

elodrome Road, Service Road of Rajghat &

Labelled Vehicles

W . LISE METHAO OA PUELIC TRANEPORT
TO REACH THE STADMIM

Nearest Metro Station:

Delhi Gate, ITO
(Gate No. (Gate No.
4 & 5) 3.4&5)

Limited parking i available for labelied vehiclas in the proamity of the Stadwm, Display of car
parking label on windscreen 15 mandatory. Vehicle number must be writlen on the parking
labed, Those who do not disptay parking label with vehicle number will nat be allowed n the
proximity of the stadium

Car parking label holders are advised fo take Ring Road, J.LN, Marg, Asaf Ali Road or
Bahadurshah Zafar Marg. 'Ur turm at Dalhi Gate is allowed. Entry to parking lots P1, P2, P3,
YIF and VVIP shall be from Bahadurshah Zalar Marg only from near the Vikram Nagar
Cut, Shahead: Park.

Mo vehichke shall be allowed 1o be parked on Bahadurshah Zafar Marg, Jawaharlal Nahro
Marg & Ring Road from Rajghat to |.B Fiyowar (both the carmapeways) on the match day.

Al the spectators coming kn their vehicles shall reach these Park & Ride sites, and avail
"Park & Ride” facility or walk down to reach stadium.

m All Buses will Start Their Services 2 Hours Before The Start of The
Match And Will Continue Till 12:30 &M

Spectators using app based taxi and other taxis should use the service lane on

Lignter & Ring Road between L.P fiyover & Rajghat crossing for drop & pickup.

Maich Box

Water Boliles

24 Hours Traffic Helpline: 011-25844444 / 1095

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .
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‘DEMOCRACY NOT JUST A SYSTEM, BUT A TRADITION THAT FLOWS IN OUR VEINS’

ew dawn: PM calls for ‘badlav’, not ‘badla’

Thanks people
of 4 states and
one UT on voting
for stability of
governance amid
ongoing global
uncertainties

Jatin Anand
New Delhi, May 4

TERMING THE election results
a “historicand unprecedented”
day heralding both anew dawn
in West Bengal as well as trust
in the politics of development
in India's democracy, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
underlined the BJP's commit-
ment to delivering on develop-
ment in line with the vision of
a ‘Viksit Bharat’.

Addressing party leaders
and workers at the BJP head-
quarters on Monday evening,
the PM expressed gratitude to
voters of West Bengal, Assam,
Tamil Nadu, Keralam and Pu-
ducherry for putting up a
united front amid the global
uncertainty triggered by the
ongoing West Asia crisis by ex-
ercising their franchise in fa-
vour of stability in governance.

“For us, democracy is not
just a system, it is a tradition
that flowsin our veins... Today,
notonly hasIndia’sdemocracy
triumphed, its Constitution has
also triumphed. Our constitu-
tional institutions have
triumphed, our democratic
processes have triumphed,” he
said.

“Today, BJP-led NDA gov-
ernments are in power in more
than 20 states... with the man-
tra ‘nagrik devo bhava’ (citizen
is God). We are dedicated to
serving the people, that is why

-
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PM Narendra Modi felicitates party chief Nitin Nabin at BJP headquarters in New Delhi on Monday as Union Ministers Amit Shah, Rajnath Singh and J P Nadda look on. PRAVEEN KHANNA

the people are placing more
and more trust in the BJP ...
where there is BJP, thereisgood
governance...thereisdevelop-
ment,” he said.

The BJP has been given an
opportunity to realise the
dream of a “strong and prosper-
ous Bengal” envisioned by stal-
warts such Syama Prasad
Mookerjee, he said. “A new
chapter hasbeen added to Ben-
gal’s destiny from today which
will be free of fear and full of as-

surance,” the PM said.

“Today, I assure each citizen
of Bengal — BJP will work for
the development of Bengal day
and night; women will get an
atmosphere of security, the
youth will get employment, mi-
gration will stop. In the very
first Cabinet meeting, the
Ayushman Bharat yojana will
get approval. The strictest poss-
ible measures will be taken
againstinfiltrators,” he said. He
said the BJP government in

Bengal will work to realise Ra-
bindranath Tagore’s dream of
‘where the mind is without fear
and the head is held high’.

He urged all political
players in the state to “move
beyond” the vicious cycle of
political violence which had
engulfed it for decades. “As
Bengal enters this new phase,
I also appeal to other parties for
change in habits. Today, when
the BJP has won, not ‘badla’
(revenge) but ‘badlav’ (change)

needs to be talked about; not
‘bhay’ (fear) but ‘bhavishya’
(future) should be spoken of,”
he said.

Expressing gratitude to
voters, he also took on the op-
position for defeating his gov-
ernment’s efforts to expedite
the implementation of reserva-
tion for women in legislatures
across the country.

“Nari Shakti (women
power) is another pillar of Viksit
Bharat, but the Congress tried

tostopit...these partiesdid not
let the Nari Shakti Adhiniyam
pass in Parliament. I had cau-
tioned such parties they will
have to face the ire of women.
Today, the Congress, TMC ...
have been punished. In Kera-
lam, too, the Congress will be
taught a lesson next time. The
Congress will have to face the
repercussions in UP; the Sa-
majwadi Party also will not be
able to wash away the sin it
committed,” he added.

BJP’s gains: Expandlng footprlnt pan India stamp

Liz Mathew & Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, May 4

THESE ASSEMBLY elections
were the rare polls in a long
time in which two Opposition
parties, the Trinamool Con-
gressand DMK, were seen tobe
having an edge against the
mighty BJP. In the end, it was
the BJP that emerged stronger.

The BJP’s victory in West
Bengal even as it retained
Assam for the third time marks
anew high inthe expan-
sion of the party in
India. Once considered
aforceonlyinthe Hindi
belt, it has extended its
reach to all of Eastern
India by seizing the
Bengal fortress, after having
conquered the West. While the
South remains out of reach, the
states under the BJP now con-
stitute almost 80% of the popu-
lation of India, as per the 2011
Census.

Monday’s results also mean
that the BJPhaseradicated vir-
tually all rival satraps who
could pose a challenge to its
authority, with the defeats of
Mamata Banerjee, M K Stalin
and Pinarayi Vijayan following
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the enfeeblement of Sharad
Pawar and Arvind Kejriwal, and
the fading away of Nitish
Kumar and Naveen Patnaik.

In the South aswell, sources
said, it is too early to call the
BJP’s performance a “setback”.
Ifin Kerala, the party posted its
best-ever performance win-
ning three Assembly seats, in
Tamil Nadu, the BJP is re-
portedly keeping a hand
stretched to Vijay’s TVK, the
stunning winner of Monday.
“The BJPhad achannel
open to Vijay till the last
minute, and since his
party seems to be not in
aposition toformagov-
ernment on its own, we
will keep our options
open. We can play a construc-
tive role in government forma-
tion,” a source said.

Though victory in only 1
Tamil Nadu seat will be dis-
heartening for the BJP, and
underlinesthelimitations of the
party’s Hindutva message inthe
state, it can draw satisfaction
from the fact that Stalin’s bel-
ligerent anti-delimitation voice
will be muted for now. Besides,
BJP ally ATADMK looks headed
for 48 seats, more than what the

A TMC booth being vandalised in Bhabanipur from where TMC
supremo Mamata Banerjee lost. ExPress

party was expected to get.

BJP leaders also under-
lined that the 3 seats in Kerala
had to be weighed against the
state’s fierce bipolar politics,
which has for decades swung
between the CPI(M)-led LDF
and the Congress-led UDF. Be-
fore Monday, the BJP’s sole
electoral wins in Kerala had
been its 2024 victory from the
Thrissur Lok Sabha seat, and
its maiden win from Nemom
in the 2016 Assembly elec-
tions. On Monday, state BJP
chief Rajeev Chandrasekhar

won Nemom back.

Thatonlythe BJPwonasan
incumbent on Monday, across
four statesand the UT of Pudu-
cherry, will also be gratifying
for the party. If it won Assam for
the third time in a row, with a
bigger tally than in 2021, its co-
alition with the All India N R
Congress is returning to power
in Puducherry.

Asenior BJPleader said the
resultswere an early indication
that the party was well on its
way to reclaiming its premier
place in national politics in the

next general elections. “This is
the sweetest revenge for the set-
back we faced in 2024,” the
leader said.

Another senior leader pro-
claimed that it was the first
time since 1905 (the Bengal Par-
tition, which the British re-
versed two years later) that
Hindu consolidation had taken
placein the state. “In fact, Mon-
day’s results indicate that
wherever Hindu consolidation
has taken place, the BJP is the
winner — be it West Bengal or
Assam,” the leader said.

BJP leader Suvendu Adhi-
kari, the Leader of Opposition
in the West Bengal Assembly,
who is among the leading CM
contenders now, said that while
there was a clear consolidation
of Hindu votes behind the
party, the BJP had also man-
aged to create cracks in the
Muslim support base of the
TMC in the state.

One of the chief architects of
the BJP victory in Bengal was
Union Home Minister and BJP
master strategist Amit Shah,
who spent unprecedented pre-
poll time in the state after tak-
ing several steps to straighten
the party’s course.

These included appointing
as state BJP chief Samik Bhat-
tacharya, an old-timer, last
year, thus giving the party a
voice and a face among the
Bengali genteel class, with Ad-
hikari seen as the aggressive,
street leader.

Along with Bhattacharya,
Union minister Bhupender
Yadav, the BJP Bengal in-
charge, gradually brought back
disgruntled leaders to the party
fold and clawed back a base on
the ground against the TMC’s
pushback.

Visible representation on
the ground helped the BJP in-
crease its acceptance, get rid of
the outsider tag, and encourage
its supporters to come forward,
sources pointed out.

With the BJP now in power
across UP, Bihar, Bengal,
Odisha and Assam, not to men-
tion the West and Central India,
the perception that these con-
stitute very different cultural
and political zones has been
flattened. It also reinforces the
BJP’sideological claim that In-
dian civilization constitutes a
single entity.
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Trinamool MPs Dola Sen, Ritabrata Banerjee, Sagarika Ghose and
other opposition members protest at the Parliament House
complex, in New Delhi. priFiLE

In Bengal defeat,
Opposition has
lost much at the
‘trinamool’ level

Number of TMC members in Rajya
Sabha expected to decline gradually

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, May 4

IN DEFEAT of Mamata Baner-
jee’sTrinamool Congressin the
West Bengal Assembly elec-
tions, the Opposition lost a state
that gave it formidable voices
and outspoken critics of the rul-
ing BJP in Parliament and out-
side. Over the years since the
BJP came to power at the
Centre in 2014, despite being a
party with votes in just one
state, the TMC emerged as a
weighty constituent in the Op-
positionranks and had led iton
several key issues inside and
outside Parliament.

With the loss in Bengal, the
number of TMC members in
the Rajya Sabha are expected to
gradually decline.

The party’s members’ fiery
and scathing speeches in Par-
liament not just gathered eye-
balls but also became some-
thing that the BJP took note of.

The TMCled the Opposition
INDIA bloc to go after Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar and it worked in
tandem with the Congress and
other Opposition parties, sub-
mitting two noticestoimpeach
Kumarinthe runup tothe West
Bengal elections.

After the notice for im-
peaching Kumar was rejected
by both Houses of Parliament
on April 8, the TMC once again
convinced the Opposition to
submit another notice to re-
move Kumar in the Rajya
Sabha on April 24. TMC leader
in Rajya Sabha Derek O’Brien
coordinated with the bloc con-
stituents on both occasions on
notices to remove Kumar.

The Opposition fight
against the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
- since it began in Bihar — was
also led by the TMC inside and
outside Parliament. The party
hasbeen vocal against the gov-
ernment and the ECI, claiming
that the SIR was “being mis-
used to helpthe BJP”. When the

SIR was first undertaken in
Bihar, Mamata Banerjee was
the first to raise an alarm, cal-
ling it NRC through backdoors
and the same was parroted by
the party MPs in and outside
Parliament.

The party went on to meet
the CEContheissue of deletion
of voters and Mamata per-
sonally argued the case in the
Supreme Court, thusbecoming
the first CM to appear in the top
court as a petitionetr.

During the special sitting of
the extended Budget Session
when the NDA government
brought Bills to amend the
Constitution and pave the way
for women’s reservation and
delimitation in Parliament,
TMC’s was the strongest pitch,
arguing that it already has the
highest share of women
members — 11 women among
its 29 MPs in Lok Sabha (38%)
and six out of13in Rajya Sabha
(45%) — in both Houses of Par-
liament, while hitting out the
BJP for trying to portray itself
as the “champions” of the
women’s cause.

The glimpses of TMC
leaders’ “street fighter” image
have been visible during dem-
onstrations in the Parliament
complex. When the govern-
ment passed the GRAM G Act,
which replaced MGNREGA,
the party held an overnight
protest on the stairs of the Sam-
vidhan Sadan (Parliament
House).

Overtheyears, the TMC has
had some of the best speakers
in both Houses of Parliament.
With speakers like Mahua
Moitra, Abhishek Banerijee,
Saayoni Ghosh, Kalyan Baner-
jee, Derek O ’Brien, the party al-
ways got eyeballs during im-
portant debates and
discussionsin Parliament. The
party may have fewer numbers
in Parliament than some other
Opposition parties, Congress
and the Samajwadi Party, its
MPs always left a mark during
discussions.

e HISTORY OF RSS IN WEST BENGAL

Deep cultural roots, limits that don’t apply anymore BJP’s moment of triumph

Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, May 4

SYMBOLICALLY CLOSE butso-
cially distant. This was the
Sangh Parivar’s relation with
West Bengal for the last 100
years. With the BJP finally stor-
mingthestate, which hasbyand
large remained out of bounds for
it till 2019, this has decisively
changed.

Bengal may have been out-
side the Sangh Parivar’s circle of
influencetill afew years ago, but
it has enjoyed symbolic heft
within the RSS family. The na-
tional song, Vande Mataram,
was composed by Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay, aBen-
gali,in1875and hasbeenheldin
immense importance in all
Sangh-associated organisations.
Thisimportance has grown par-
ticularly after the Congress de-

cided toacceptonly the firsttwo
versessince 1937 on the grounds
that the other verses had a clear
Hindu imagery and would be
unacceptable to Muslims.

The idea of Bharat Mata,
another leitmotif of the Sangh
Parivar, alsohasaBengali origin.
Itwasfirst conceived in a Bengali
play written by Kiran Chandra
Banerjeein1873,inwhich, inthe
context of a famine in Bengal,
people get motivated by a god-
dess to rise in rebellion.
Bankim’s Vande Mataram car-
ried forward the idea and there
wasalsoasuggestion atthetime
that the word saptakoti, or seven
crores, the population of united
Bengal at the time, be substi-
tuted with trimshatkoti, mean-
ing 30 crores, the estimated
population of India at the time,
toadapt the songas one symbo-
lising the Indian freedom

struggle. In 1905, Abanindra-
nath Tagore painted the picture
of Banga Mata. Later, the idea
was popularised across India by
Sister Nivedita.

Apart from this, the Sangh
Parivar has also drawn inspira-
tion from Swami Vivekananda
— the Vivekanand Vichar
Manch is seen as linked to the
ABVP—and Aurobindo Ghosh.

The Sangh’s founder K B
Hedgewar also had a Bengal
connection. He notonly studied
medicine in Kolkata but also
joined the Bengali revolutionary
society Anushilan Samiti, much
before he founded the RSS.

Despite symbolic inspira-
tion, the RSS and its associates
remained a marginal force in
Bengal for several decades, pri-
marily because the Bengalibha-
dralok—aloosetermused tode-
scribe largely middle-class and
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BJP supporters celebrate in Kolkata, Monday. ReuTers

upper-caste Bengali Hindus,
though it cannot be pinned
downto caste alone —soughtto
forge adistinctively Bengali Hin-
duism over time. This made
them see themselves as distinct
from the Hindus of north India,

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

leadingtoaself-image of Bengali
exceptionalism.

Thereis a history to it. While
Bengal was one of the nerve
centres of the early freedom
struggle — though many Ben-
galis preferred to join govern-

ment jobs, something that
earned them the moniker of
‘Babu’ throughout India — its
importance in the freedom
struggle slid after the rise of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, who turned
what are UP, Bihar, Gujarat and
Maharashtra today into hubs of
mass movement against the
British from 1920 onwards.
After the death of Chittaran-
jan Das in 1925, the only promi-
nent Congress leader from Ben-
gal at the national level was
Subhas Bose, who also quit the
Congress after a dispute with
Mahatma Gandhiin1939. From
the 1930s, Allahabad, rather
than Calcutta, becamethe nerve
centre of the freedom struggle.
Joya Chatterji’s book Bengal Di-
vided shows the decline of the
Bengal Congress within the In-
dian National Congress in the
last15 years of colonialism, while

Gyanendra Pandey’s The As-
cendancy of the Congress in
Uttar Pradesh tracks the rising
prominence of UP in the free-
dom struggle’s later phase.

By the 1940s, the RSS had
considerably expandedin UP, as
historian Ravi K Mishra has
shown in his paper Colonial Per-
ceptions Of The RSS And Hindu
Mahasabha. It had also entered
Bengal by this time, but did not
makeasignificantimpactthere.
Thatthe organisation wasa pro-
moter of Hindi became a chal-
lenge foritsspread in Bengal and
the southern states, as it came
across as north Indian despiteits
Maharashtrian origin. This was
unlikely to attract Bengalis, de-
spite the propensity of Bhadra-
lok Bengalis to turn anti-Muslim
in the 1930s and 40s, as Joya
Chatterji has shown.

Post-Independence, the

JanaSangh failed tomakeadent
in Bengal despite riots in East
Pakistan thatled toan exodus of
Hindus to India and its leader,
Syama Prasad Mookerjee, him-
self being a Bengali politician
vocal for the cause of Bengali
Hindusin East Pakistan.In1952,
the Jana Sangh won just two
seats in Bengal, though its na-
tional tally was only three. Like
inother states, the Congress was
the dominant player in Bengal
soon after Independence.
Itwasthe Leftratherthanthe
Jana Sangh that was able to
carve out a support base among
Hindurefugeestricklingin from
East Pakistan in the 1950s. His-
torian Ranjana Das, whoteaches
at Ramjas College in Delhi Uni-
versity, says Left groups carved
out a support base among refu-
gees through measures such as
supporting squatter colonies.
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How Fort Mamatafell

Fifteen years ago, Mamata Banerjee stormed into power in Bengal, ending the three-decade-long Communist rule.

*INNUMBERS

TURNOUT
Y

9247% -

Total electors

0.45,61,152

Absolute turnout

0.96,99,697
BIG WINNERS

i

Suvendu Adhikari, BJP
Nandigram and Bhabanipur

Margin in Nandigram: 9,665

The aide turned foe of the CM
defeated her in Bhabanipur

e 30506
ﬁu

Dilip Ghosh, BJP
Kharagpur Sadar

Credited with BJP’s rise from 3
seatsin 2016 to 77in 2021.

Humayun Kabir, AJUP
Rejinagar and Nowda

Marginin Rejinagar: 58,876
Marginin Nowda: 27,943

Kabir won despite allegations of
having a secret deal with the BJP.

Ratna Debnath, BJP
Panihati

Margin: 28,836

The RG Kar victim ‘s mother
defeated TMC’s Tirthankar Ghosh

Agnimitra Paul, BJP
Asansol Dakshin

Margin: 40,839

The incumbent MLA retained her
seat for a third consecutive term

BIG LOSERS

Lost By

15,105

Mamata Banerjee, TMC
Bhabanipur

Her loss to Suvendu Adhikari
marked the end of her CM term

Lost By

£3 14,633
-

Shashi Panja, TMC

Shyampukur

She represented the seat since its
creation in 2011

Bratya Basu, TMC
Dum Dum
Margin: 25,273

The state education minister had
won three consecutive elections .

Sujit Bose, TMC
Bidhannagar
Margin: 37,330

The four-time MLA’s loss came
after ED interrogation on May 6

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
Congress

Baharampur

Margin: 17,548

The ex-MP’s loss comes after his
defeat in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls

Grateful to the

people of
Murshidabad, who
replied to injustice
meted out tome and
the discrimination
against minorities by
the Mamata
govt...
HUMAYUN

KABIR
AJUP CHIEF AND
FORMER
TMC MLA

Now, as she is on her way out, alook at the factors that proved to be her undoing

Alonesomejourney
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The road leading to incumbent West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee's residence in Kolkata wears a deserted look on Monday. pARTHA PAUL

BJP breaches Bengal: Same scale - *WESTBENGAL

as 2011, but with sharp

Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, May 4

THE WEST Bengal Assembly
polls, which are set to give the
BJP its first government in the
state, have some similarities
with the 2011 polls, when Ma-
mata Banerjee’s Trinamool
Congress (TMC) first came to
power dethroning the Buddha-
deb Bhattacharya-led Left re-
gime. However, there are some
divergences too.

The most obvious similarity
isthatboth elections saw along
stint of a party rule reversed — if
the BJP unseated Banerjee
after 15 years, the TMC on its
parthad in 2011 ended 34 years
of Left rule in the state. Both
verdicts were clear — the BJP
crossed 200 seats in Bengal this
time, and the TMC and the
Congress in alliance had
crossed 225 seats in 2011. If the
TMC has fallen below 100 this
time, the Left Front had fallen
below 65 seats in 2011.

Yet another similarity is that
governance and law and order
were issues at the forefront in
both the elections. This time,
the R G Kar Hospital rape and
murder case was a major issue,
and the BJP also fielded the vic-
tim’s mother Ratna Debnath

T 3

ATMC worker checks out the
election in Kolkata on Monday. pri

from Panihati. Debnath was
well-placed to win her election
by late evening. Allegations of
violence by TMC workersinthe
Bengal hinterland and cor-
ruption charges against TMC
ministers were also flying thick
and fast before the elections.
In 2011, it was police viol-
ence against anti-land acquisi-
tion protesters in Singur and
Nandigram that became a
major election issue. The al-
leged murder of an activist
Tapsi Mullick, whose badly
burnt body was reportedly re-
covered near the Tata Nanossite
at Singur in 2006, was dis-

erdivides

cussed till the next election.

Despite these obvious simi-
larities, there are also two cru-
cial differences between the
two elections. One, while both
Hindu and Muslim votes are
believed to have shifted from
the CPI(M) to the TMC in 2011,
this election seems to be more
about Hindu consolidation for
the first time in the state.

Muslim votes still seem to
have sided with the TMC, but
their ability to swing the elec-
tion in the party’s favour has
been significantly dented by a
counter-polarisation among
Hindu voters. While the TMC
had sought to rely on Bengali
sub-nationalism, it seems to
have been trumped by Hindu
nationalism combined with
serious anti-incumbency.

Another difference is that
while the BJP projected no face
going into the 2026 Bengal as-
sembly polls, Banerjee was the
unequivocal face of the chal-
lenge the TMC posed before the
CPI(M) in 2011. That election
was heavily personality centric
while this one has been about
parties — the BJP under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah took
on the TMC that had Banerjee
asitsface.
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TMC:
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BJP:
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RG Kar, ‘syndicate™
Five reasons that
led to TMC’s defeat

Saikat Kumar Bose
New Delhi, May 4

AS MAMATA Banerjee stares at
a massive defeat in West Ben-
gal, the spotlight is on the key
factors that proved to be her
undoing 15 years after she
ended the three-decade-long
Communist rule.

There are striking parallels
between this poriborton
(change) and the one in 2011,
which brought the Trinamool
Congress to power. Inboth, the
ruling party’sleadership failed
to sense the discontent on the
ground and act in time. And
Mamata Banerjee, like the
Communists, underestimated
the growing support for the
Opposition. The result: a
sweep.

This swing was not gradual.
In the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, Mamata's party had bet-
tered its tally by 7, winning 29
out of the 42 parliamentary
seats in Bengal. The BJP had
taken a hit, its tally goingdown
from18to12.

But in the 23 months that
followed, some key events are
seen to have pushed the Bengal
voter to the tipping point:

R G Kar Hospital
rape-murder

In August 2024, a few
months after the TMC's Lok
Sabhahigh, adoctor was raped
and murdered in Kolkata’s
state-run RG Kar Medical Col-
lege and Hospital. The incident
sparked massive outrage, and
thousands hit the streets in
protest against the TMC gov-
ernment. The Mamata-led re-
gimeinitially tried to downplay
the incident and then tried to
project it asa “political conspi-
racy” engineered by rival
parties. Later, the CM led arally
to demand justice for the vic-
tim. But the damage was
done.

Her vacillation on the issue
played out against allegations
of a political nexus between her
party and the hospital admin-
istration, which was also ac-
cused of a cover-up attempt.
The government was seen as
evadingresponsibility, and this
appears to have resonated
deeply with the voters.

Teachers’ recruitment
scamverdict

Months after the R G Kar
incident, the Supreme Courtin
April 2025 upheld the Calcutta
High Court order cancelling
the appointment of more than
25,000 teachers appointed by
the state School Service Com-
mission. The rulingwas ahuge
loss of face for the Mamata gov-
ernment, bringing back to pub-
licmemory the visuals of wads
of currency notes recovered
from premiseslinked to Partha
Chatterjee, Mamata's trusted
lieutenant and Bengal’s former
education minister. The SC

| made strong observations, say-

A TMC supporter breaks down
as another consoles her, in
Kolkata on Monday. p1i

ing the entire selection process
was “vitiated and tainted
beyond resolution”. “The
credibility and legitimacy of
the selection are denuded," the
court said in its order.

Governance failures
and the ‘Syndicate’

Growing resentment
against the Mamata govern-
ment over its governance fail-
ures dealt a heavy blow to the
TMC. Rivals played up the
party’s failure to bring heavy
industries and create enough
jobsinthe state. ‘Syndicate’, or
the machinery through which
TMC leaders allegedly con-
trolled everything, starting
from infrastructure contracts
to the film industry, emerged
as a talking point. Top BJP
leaders spoke of “cut money”,
the TMC leaders’ alleged “cut”
inevery deal.

Division of minority votes:
Thereisaninterestingdetailin
today’s numbers. Both the
Aam Janata Unnayan Party,
led by former TMC MLA Hu-
mayun Kabir, and the Naushad
Siddiqui-led Indian Secular
Front won, with Kabir bagging
the two constituencies he
stood from. Both these parties
target the minority votesin a
state where their support is
critical electorally. In effect,
this means a breach in the mi-
nority vote bank Mamata held.

Lessons Didi did not
learn from 2011

Mamata dislodged the Left
Front from power after a 34-
year rule in Bengal, but today’s
results show how she ended up
repeating many of the mis-
takes her predecessors made.
The biggest among them was
the failure to rein in her party.
During the Left rule, the party
became bigger than the gov-
ernment. Unwittingly, Ma-
mata let the same happen to
her party. Governance took a
back seat as she started push-
ingforanational role and even
threw her hatintheringtolead
the INDIA bloc. The TMC's
stranglehold on all aspects of
life, from governance to devel-
opment to entertainment,
alienated the state’s voters, es-
pecially in urban areas.

o ADISTINCTLY BENGALI SPREAD THAT CARRIED ITS OWN POLITICAL MESSAGING

Tasting success: BJP celebrates historicm

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, May 4

SAFFRON CLOUDS of aabir
hung over counting centres
across West Bengal on Monday
as the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) was headed for a huge
victory in the Bengal Assembly
elections2026. The party's sup-
porters celebrated notjust with
drums and dancing, butwith a
distinctly Bengali spread
that carried its own political
messaging.

At street corners and party
offices alike, workers broke into
spontaneous celebrations,
beating drums, distributing
laddoos, and smearing colour
on one another.

At the BJP’s office on 6,
Murlidhar Sen Lane in Kolkata,

however, the mood was more
local in flavour as supporters
tucked in jhaalmuri, echoing a
moment from the campaign
trail when Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had stopped to eat
the snack in Jhargram.

That gesture had sparked a
political back-and-forth, with
Mamata Banerjee calling it
stage-managed, and Modi re-
torting, “Jhaalmuri maine
Khaya, parjhaal TMC kolaga (It
wasIwho ate the Jhaalmuri but
it was the TMC, which felt its
heat).”

During the West Bengal
election campaign, the Trina-
mool Congress had warned
people that a BJP government
would curb consumption of
fish and meat—claims the
latter's supporters appeared
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BJP workers distribute jhaalmuri in Kolkata (left) and New Delhi on Monday. pTi/ABHINAV SAHA

eager to countet.

In Alipore, as early leads
came in, celebrations featured
chicken biryani, fish, and jalebi.

“It was a lie spread against
the BJP. Everyone can eat
whatever they want, beit fish or

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

meat,” said one supporter.
Inside the BJP office in Salt
Lake, the menu was even more
deliberate: rice, dal, vegetables,
and quintessential Bengali
dishes like fish head curry and
katlafish curry, served to nearly

300 people. “In Bengal, every
auspicious occasion begins
with fish. Today is a very auspi-
ciousday for us and thatiswhy
the BJP will celebrate it with
fish,” a senior BJP leader said.
Dessert, too, carried re-

gional pride. Alongside laddoos
and rosogollas, a senior leader
said they have ordered 20 kg of
sandesh. “Because sandeshisa
traditional sweet of West Ben-
gal and that is how we will cel-
ebrate the win”.

For state BJP chief Sukanta
Majumdar, the symbolism was
clear. “Fish and rice are Bengali
dishes, and thatiswhatisbeing
served to the people. The TMC
used to say that Delhi would
bringits culture to West Bengal,
butjust see now, jhaalmuri has
now reached Delhi. Thisis Ben-
gal,” said Majumdar.

In other parts of the country
too, BJPleaders and supporters
celebrated the victory by sa-
vouring Jhaalmuri and Bengali
sweets. According to party
leader in Karnataka, Jhaalmuri

andate with fish, jhaalmuri

was served in various parts of
the state. “We offered people
Jhalmuri and Bengali sweetsin
Mangaluru, Hubballi, Belagavi,
Mysuru, Tumakuru and vari-
ous other places,” he said. In
New Delhi, Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta wrote on X: “Cel-
ebrating the victory, with Jhal-
Muri and Rasgulla.”

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, sharinga
picture of jhaalmuri on X, said
the occasion calls for celebra-
tion with the spicy delicacy.

The celebrations in Dehra-
dun BJP office also included
the distribution of jhaalmuri.

In Maharashtra, CM Dev-
endra Fadnavis marked the cel-
ebrations by partaking jhaal-
muri with party workers.

(WITHPTIINPUTS)
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‘Double-engine’ pr()mises tokeep

Anti-incumbency
and infiltrator claims:
What worked for BJP

Implementing Uniform Civil Code, checking infiltration
from Bangladesh, on top of new government’s to-dolist

Ravik Bhattacharya
& Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 4

ASTHEBJPsweepends15years
of Trinamool Congress rule in
Bengal, the new government’s
agenda and priorities look clear
— implementing the Uniform
Civil Code and taking measures
tostop infiltration from Bangla-
desh. Also, high on the to-dolist
are the enhanced direct benefit
schemes forwomen and unem-
ployed youth and clearing Dear-
ness Allowance arrears of gov-
ernment employees.

In his victory speech on
Monday evening in New Delhi,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
reiterated implementation of
Centre’s Ayushman Bharat
scheme and steps to checkinfil-
tration. The BJP’s agenda seeks
to shift from the state’s existing
welfare model to a “high-em-
ployment, high-investment”
model.

UCCand infiltration

Implementation of the UCC
tops the agenda of the new BJP
government and it plans to im-
plement it within six months of
the government formation.

The BJP has promised a
zero-tolerance policy oninfiltra-
tion. Ithas promised land alloca-
tion for fencing along the India-
Bangladesh border within 45
days of forming government.

The state governmentisalso
expected to investigate the al-
leged scamsand corruption dur-
ingthe TMCregime. On Monday
morning, central forces and
state police were deployed at Na-
banna (state secretariat) and
Chief Secretary Dushyant Na-
riala in a written order directed
complete stop on movement of
files out of government offices.

Rs 3,000 towomen and

unemployed youth
The BJP manifesto promises

Outside Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee’s residence on Monday. Ani

amonthly assistance of Rs 3,000
to women as a counter to Ma-
mata Banerjee’s Lakshmir Bhan-
dar under which women get Rs
1,500 (for women from SC and
ST communities it is Rs1,700).

The party manifesto prom-
ises a monthly assistance of Rs
3,000 tounemployed youth, and
speaks of providing 1 crore new
jobs and self-employment op-
portunities. To help candidates
who have suffered because of
paper leaks and exam cancella-
tions, the BJP has promised to
provide age relaxation of upto 5
years for them.

DA arrears

The BJPalso promised toim-
plement the 7th Pay Commis-
sion within 45 days of forming
the government and clearance
of pending Dearness Allowance
(DA) arrears. Central govern-
ment employees are getting
60% DA while West Bengal gov-
ernment employees get only
18%. If the state has to clear the
DA arrears, it will have to spend
Rs 20,000 crore extra per year
from the state exchequer.

North Bengal and
Darjeeling

The new BJP government is
expected to start tripartite talks
in presence of the newly ap-
pointed interlocutor, Deputy
National Security Advisor Pan-

kaj Kumar Singh, towork out the
promised ‘permanent solution’
for the Gorkhaland demand in
the Darjeeling Hills. The govern-
ment will also have to look into
recognition of Kurmali and
Rajbonshi languages.

Infrastructure

development

As part of its thrust on infra-
structure development, the
party envisages tobuild modern
deep-sea ports in Tajpur and
Kulpi to revitalise the state’s
maritime trade and promote ex-
ports, and construct bridges over
major rivers.

The BJPhasalso promised to
construct a National Highway
connecting the Sundarbans di-
rectly to Darjeeling and to oper-
ationalise the Purulia, Malda,
and Balurghat airports for better
regional air connectivity. The
BJP has also promised to de-
velop four new cities in North
Bengal.

Cultural preservation

In its manifesto BJP has also
promised to build a dedicated
Vande Mataram museum high-
lighting its historical signifi-
cance, and promote the legacy
of Rabindranath Tagore by es-
tablishing Tagore-inspired cul-
tural centres. The BJP has prom-
ised to build a Shaktipeeth
circuit.

TROUNCING HER NEAREST RIVAL BY 28,836 VOTES
RG Kar victim’s mother wins in
Panihati: ‘It’'sa flght forjustice’

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, May 4

IF THERE was one image that
foretold thebacklash against the
TMC government in West Ben-
gal, it was the careworn face of
that mother on the campaign
stage, tears rolling down her
cheeks. And if there was one
number thatdid not surprisethe
Bengal voter, it was her victory
margin.

The story of this state elec-
tion, in many ways, was about
the mother of the RG Kar Medi-
cal College rape and murder vic-
tim. Fielded by the BJP from
Panihati in North 24 Parganas,
she gathered 87977 votes,
trouncing her nearestrival from
the TMCDby 28,836 votes —aver-
dict hailed as “a mother's win”.

“Iam here to fight for justice
for my daughter. I am a candi-
datetofight for the safety and se-
curity of women in this state.
That is my only concern,” the
homemaker had told The In-
dian Express during campaign.

On Monday, she was quoted
by ANI as saying: “My daughter

A BJP supporter celebrates in
Kolkata on Monday. pARTHA PAUL

isnolongerjust mine; the whole
world is looking at Panihati. My
daughter will surely make the
lotusbloominall of Bengal. The
voteisforthat purpose.Isaidit's
a fight for justice. The fight will
not stop here; I will continue as
longasIlive.”

“Kakima has won,” said Dr
Aniket Mahato, whohadled the
protestbyjunior doctors against
whatthey said was the state gov-
ernment's apathy in ensuring
justice for the victim. “This is a
personal win, a mother's win

and a particular political party's
win. We are against mixing the
protest with this. We will con-
tinue our fight forjustice,” Dr As-
fakulla Naiya, a junior doctor
who took part in the protests at
the time, told this newspapetr.
Itwason August9,2024, that
thebody of the victim was found
in a seminar room on campus.
College authorities initially told
her family she had died by sui-
cide. A day later, Sanjay Roy, a
civic volunteer working for the
Kolkata Police, was arrested.
The Calcutta High Court
transferred the investigation to
the CBI, stating that the police's
probe did not inspire confi-
dence. Meanwhile, junior doc-
torsacrossthe state undertooka
strike lasting 42 days, demand-
ingathoroughinvestigationand
adequate security at hospitals.
Andthevictim's family accused
the TMC government of “shield-
ingthe real culprits”.
Theincident alsotriggered a
nationwide debate about the
safety of women and doctors,
and sparked outrage over the
state government's response.

BJP workers celebrate at the party’s Salt Lake office in Kolkata on Monday. parTHA PAUL

Hedefeated Mamata twice:

Suvendu now CM contender

AtriMitra
Kolkata, May 4

MONTHS AFTER the Singur
agitation began in 2006 and the
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
sensed that the ground beneath
the Left Front government’s feet
had started shifting, the party
found itself in the middle of
another agitation, this time in
Nandigramin Purba Medinipur
district. Here, as the TMC took
on the might of the Left and its
armed gangs, one party leader
stood by Mamata Banerjee and
helped marshal the party’s
forces and the villagers.

On Monday, Suvendu Adhi-
kari, seen as a potential heir to
the TMC before their bitter fall-
outover five yearsago, stood vin-
dicated as he defeated the TMC
chairperson for the second
straight election. Thistime, from
the south Kolkata constituency
of Bhabanipur, on Mamata’s
home turf, five years since be-
sting her in Nandigram itself.
Over18yearssincetheanti-land
acquisition agitation, Suvendu
was again at the thick of things
as another ruling party dis-

| covered that the ground under-

Adhikari on Monday. ExPReSS

neath its feet had vanished.
Given the two victories he has
notched up against Mamataand
retainingNandigram aswell, Su-
vendu will likely be among the
contenders for the top job.

Adhikari and his family have
been influential figures in
Medinipur politics for decades,
with their base in their home-
town of Contai. Over the last two
decades, the Adhikari family has
dominated the politics of Purba
Medinipur and surrounding dis-
tricts, repeatedly winning Lok
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha seats
in the area. They helped build a
solid base for the TMC, with Su-
vendu’s organisational muscle
helping the party win elections
in several seats.

Gettingthe family overtoher
side helped Mamata add heft to

the TMC’s grassroots presencein
the region, cutting down to size
the CPI(M)’s strongman Lakhs-
man Seth, aformer Tamluk MP,
who was one of the TMC’s pri-
mary antagonists during the
Nandigram agitation. It was Su-
vendu who played a key role in
theresistance put up by the pro-
testers in Nandigram, adding
disciplinetothe TMC’srankand
file.

Suvendu rapidly
strengthened the TMC’s party
organisation and increased his
own clout beyond Purba
Medinipur, extending hissphere
of influence in the Jangalmahal
districts of Bankura, Purulia,
and Paschim Medinipur. Ma-
mataentrusted him with the re-
sponsibility of being the TMC’s
observer in many parts of the
state, primarily inJangalmahal,
Malda, and Murshidabad and
hisinfluencein the party organ-
isation in South Bengal, es-
pecially in Haldia port area.

However, when Mamata ap-
pointed her nephew Abhishek
Banerjee her second-in-com-
mand, it irked Adhikari and he
distanced himselffrom the TMC
chief.

e BJP WINS SIX OF THE 11 ASSEMBLY SEATS IN KOLKATA

How Mamata’s urban bhadralok bastion was besicged by BJP

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, May 4

ANCHORED IN the ethos of
quintessential Bengali bhadra-
lok and intellectual elite, the
high-profile urban consti-
tuencies in Kolkata, long con-
sidered a secure turf of Mamata
Banerijee, have, for the first time
indecades, shownvisible cracks
with the BJP making inroads in
the TMC’s urban fortress, win-
ning six out of the 11 Assembly
seats in the city. Bhabanipur in
south Kolkata witnessed the big-
gestupset with CM Mamatalos-
ingtoheraide-turned arch nem-
esis Suvendu Adhikari by a
margin of 15,105 votes.

Not far from Bhabanipur,

Rashbehari too voted for the
BJP.Swapan Dasgupta defeated
TMC heavyweight Debasish
Kumar by 20,865 votes. In Tolly-
gunge, the cradle of Bengali film
industry, former TMC minister
Aroop Biswaslost to BJP’s Papia
Adhikary by 6,013 votes. In
Shyampukur, another TMC
minister, Shashi Panja, lost to
BJP’s Purnima Chakraborty by
14,633 votes.

In the northern limits of the
city, the story was no different.
TMC’s Atin Ghosh, who had
won comfortably in2021,lost to
BJP’sRitesh Tiwari by amargin
of 1,651 votes in Kashipur-Bel-
ghachia.

This churn in the “Greater
Kolkata” region was not acci-

Swapan Dasgupta won from Rashbehari in South Kolkata. express

dental, but a meticulously
crafted strategy of the BJP,
aimed at dismantling its “out-
sider” tagwith awell-calibrated

effort towards cultural assimila-
tion paired with development
pitch.

A key moment of the stra-
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tegicrecalibration came on Ben-
gali New Year on April 15, when
the BJP, labelled bohiragato
(outsiders) by Mamata, used the
occasion to deepen its Bengali
cultural roots. BJP leaders were
seen playing dhaak, walking
with fish in their hands, and ac-
tively taking part in the Poila Bai-
sakh festivities.

To further this Bengali ima-
gery,the BJPeven adopted “fish
and rice”, the quintessential
Bengali staple, in a bid to posi-
tion itself as a party culturally
aligned with the bhadrolok
identity and challenge the
TMC’s emotional pitch of Ben-
gal’sashmita (pride).

Another keyelementwasthe
BJP’s political messaging. Dur-

ing the poll campaigns, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah re-
peatedly asserted that, if voted
to power, the party would ap-
pointa “bhumiputra” (sonofthe
soil) as the next CM, countering
Banerjee’s core theme that the
BJPisaparty of “outsiders” from
Delhi or Gujarat.

On the other hand, running
simultaneously with the cultural
outreach was the BJP’s empha-
sis on a “New Bengal”, with the
party’s election campaigns di-
rectly addressing the urban
voter’s anxieties, such as invest-
ment, job opportunities, and
economic revitalisation, project-
ing Kolkata asaglobal hub forin-
dustry rather than just a centre
for heritage.

Jatin Anand
New Delhi, May 4

PLEASANTLY SURPRISED by
theirseattallyin West Bengal on
Monday, the BJP attributed its
sweep of the state to several fac-
tors broadly falling under five
categories:

The women vote

Receiving a fillip from the
NDA government’s attempts to
push through reservation for
women in legislature last
month, BJP insiders said the
narrative around opposition
parties beinganti-women found
“a lot of resonance” on the
ground in West Bengal. Party in-
siders said, the women’s vote in
the state was expected to have
swung up to “at least five per-
cent” in the BJP’s favour in the
statemen. There were 3.16 crore
women voters compared to 3.28
crore male voters among the
644 crore electors followingthe
purification of electoral rolls as
part of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR).

Wooing government
employees

Sources said that anti-in-
cumbency, “denial of rights” to
governmentemployees, and the
Seventh Pay Commission
seemed to have struck a chord
with “between 20 to 50 lakh”
voters. During the launch of the
BJP’s “Poribortan Yatra”, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
promised the implementation
of the Seventh Pay Commission
in the state within 45 days of
coming to powet.

Centre-led

development
From the supposed non-im-
plementation of the BJP-led

NUMBER SPEAK

Central government’s flagship
welfare schemes to lack of pub-
licand industrial infrastructure
in the state under the TMC gov-
ernment, party insiders said the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
versus Mamata Banerjee nar-
rative had borne fruit.
According to party insiders,
the Centre-led development
and infrastructure push had
drawn both the middle class as
well as first-time voter cohorts.

Security deployment,
anti-incumbency

In a state known for political
violence during elections, BJP
insiders credited the RSS’s abil-
ity to mobilise “voters irrespec-
tive of their ideology”, thus “in-
stilling confidence” in the
average voter to exercise their
franchise “without any fear” in
who they wanted to vote for.
They also noted the unpreced-
ented deployment of Central
forcesin the state.

According to the ECI, 500
Companies of CAPFs shall con-
tinue to remain deployed in
West Bengal for post poll law and
order duties even after the com-
pletion of counting, till further
orders.

SIR/infiltrator claims

BJPinsiderscredited the SIR
with having ensured that “only
bona fidevoters” were able toex-
ercise their franchise, no matter
whose tally their votes were
added to. Additionally, the party
fanned the narrative around a
crusade for the purification of
rolls, which were allegedly rife
with “outsiders”. The new cri-
terion of ‘logical discrepancies’
led totheremoval of over271akh
names from the roll and over 30
lakh more votes polled, com-
pared to the 2021 elections.

In 2024 LS polls,
TMC ledin192
Assembly seats;
now below 100

e West Bengal: 2024 LS vs 2026 Assembly polls
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Anjishnu Das
New Delhi, May 4

WHEN THE BJP emerged as
the principal Opposition in
West Bengal after the 2021 As-
sembly elections, it marked a
turning point for the party in
the state. Now, the BJP is set to
come to power in Bengal for the
first time, ending the 15-year
rule under the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC).

Going by the results of the
2024 Lok Sabha polls, the BJP
isnowinaposition thathad not
been anticipated two years ago,
when the party slid backwards
in the Parliamentary elections
compared to 2019.

Until 2021, the BJP’s best
electoral performance in Ben-
gal had come in the 2019 Lok
Sabhapolls, when it won 18 Par-
liamentary seats — four short of
the TMC at 22 - among the
state’s 48 total seats. In 2014, it
won just 2 seats, compared to
the TMC’s 34. Across every Lok
Sabha election before 2014, the
BJP had only won a combined
4 seats.

In the 2021 Assembly polls,
the BJP won 77 seats and a 38%
vote share, a significant im-
provement from its 2016 show-

ing of 3 seats and 10.2% vote
share. This year, the BJP is on
the precipice of winning 200
seatswith a45% vote share, well
clear of the TMC at 87 and 41%.

But the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections had marked a reversal
for the BJP. It fell to 12 seats,
with the TMC climbing back to
29. The BJP’s vote share,
though, remained roughly un-
changed from the 2021 Assem-
bly polls at 38.7% in 2024, while
the TMC went from 48.02% in
202110 45.8% in 2024.

However, at the Assembly
segment level in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls, the TMC had
maintained a formidable lead
over the BJP. In 2024, the TMC
had led in 192 Assembly seg-
ments across Bengal (each Lok
Sabha seat comprises a handful
of Assembly seats). The BJP
had led in 90 Assembly seg-
ments, the Congress in 11 and
the CPI(M) in 1.

But the BJP has managed to
flip Bengal in its favour this
time, despite trailing the TMC
by 92 Assembly segments in
2024. The BJP is now set to
cross the 200-seat mark, reduc-
ing the TMC to below 90 seats
and nearing the TMC’s 2021
tally of 215 seats.
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INNUMBERS

TURNOUT
I .
Total voters

0,67,74,436

Turnout (approx.)

4,83.15,045
BIG WINNERS

Win Margin

53,715

Perambur

27,416

Tiruchirappalli East
Vijay, TVK
Perambur, Tiruchirappalli (E)

In his electoral debut, Vijay looks
all set to be the next Chief Minister

K Vijay Dhamu, TVK
Royapuram

Winning margin: 14,249

The former auto driver staged an
upset and beat DMK’s Subair Khan

V Sathyabama,
Tiruppur (North)
Winning margin: 69,992

Once a salon owner, he defeated
AIADMK’s M S M Anandan

V S Babu, TVK
Kolathur
Winning margin: 8,795

Babu, a former DMK leader, beat
M K Stalin in his stronghold.

BIG LOSERS

i Lost By

7,643

Duraimurugan, DMK
Katpadi

The veteran minister finished third
in a seat he had won five times.

M K Stalin, DMK
Chief Minister, Kolathur
Losing margin: 8,795

Stalin lost both his stronghold seat
and the chief ministerial post

Palanivel Thiaga Rajan, DMK
Madurai Central
Losing margin: 19,128

Tamil Nadu’s IT Minister lost to
TVK’s Madhur Badhurudeen.

R B Udhayakumar, AIADMK
Thirumangalam
Losing margin: 23,807

Ex-minister lost despite winning
the seat in back-to-back polls

Iamonewho

acts withthe
understanding that
ideals and policies
are what matter
most, notjust
victories
and
defeats.

MK STALIN,
OUTGOING TAMIL
NADU CHIEF
MINISTER

Thalapathy’s circle takes shape as tally
settles; coalition math beginsin TN

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 4

AS THE contours of Tamil
Nadu’s most unexpected verdict
sharpened through the day,
power began to gather —quietly,
almost cautiously — around Vi-
jay’s residence in Panayur here.

At106 seats in all, with some
of them still leading, the Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) may
fall short of the118 required fora
majority. With the DMK and
AIADMK farbehind at73and 55
seats, respectively, the TVK’s
narrow gap to a win prompted
feelers from across parties by
Monday evening. The Congress,
expected to win around S seats,
along with the VCK (2), CPI (2)
and CPI(M) (3) are emerging as
potential partners. Senior
leaders in the TVK indicated
that the party would look
“beyond the ATADMK and BJP”
for support — an early signal of
theideological and political lines
it may seek to draw.

Inside Panayur, however, the
scenewasless crowded thanthe
moment might suggest. The
core group around Vijay remains
small, almost deliberately so.
Amongthose coordinatingwith
officials and shaping early deci-
sions are Bussy Anand, Aadhav
Arjuna, C T R Nirmal Kumar, K

Sengottaiyan, and Rajmohan —
amixofleaderswith political ex-
perience and some recent en-
trantstothe publicimagination.
Alongside them are some newer
figures who rose to prominence
during the campaign: Prabhu
Parvesh, VS Babu (who defeated
Chief Minister M K Stalin from
Kolathur) as well as J C T Prab-
hakar (Thousand Lights seat)
and P Venkataraman (Myla-
pore), who breached long-held
DMK bastions in Chennai.

For a party that itself did not
expect to be in a position of
power quite sosoon —senior in-
siders admit that as late as Sun-
day night, expectations hovered
around 60 seats and Leader of
the Opposition role for Vijay —
the transition has the feel of a
system catchingup with an out-
come. Government machinery,
for its part, has begun moving
with procedural calm. Senior po-
lice officials, including Addi-
tional and Joint Commissioners
and a Deputy Commissioner for
Law and Order, visited Panayur
to establish contact points and
briefthe TVK’sinner circle on se-
curity and transition protocols.

“Oncethereisclarityonthe
majority, the Chief Secretary
and DGP will call on him for-
mally,” asenior official said, de-
scribing the current phase as
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TVK chief Vijay shows his poll certificate in Chennai on Monday. pri

“preparatory, not declaratory”.
If the numbers stabilise quickly,
an informal timeline circu-
lating among officials suggests
aswearing-in as early as Friday.
Yet beneath the apparent speed
lies a slower, more complicated
question: how a party with li-
mited administrative experi-
ence will assume control of a
deeply institutionalised state.
Senior bureaucrats expect a
period of adjustment. “It will
take at least three months for
systems to stabilise,” a senior
IAS officer said, pointing to the
need to align police, revenue
and administrative hierarchies
with a new political centre. TVK
sourcessuggested that Congress
and VCK could be offered Cabi-
net roles — which would mark
the Congress’s return tothe state
Cabinet for the first time since
1967 — while other parties like
the CPI, CPI(M) and I[UML may
extend support from outside.
In adifferent part of the city,
a stillness seemed to envelop
the outgoing CM’s residence.
Stalin remained at home
through the morning, with no
political visitors, before making
a brief visit to the DMK head-
quarters, Anna Arivalayam, in
the evening. Tamil Nadu, after
half a century of political fam-
iliarity, appeared to be prepar-
ingfor somethingithasnothad
in along time: A government
led by someone who did not
rise through the system, but ar-
rived outside it and was let in.

Vij ay’s charisma, urban unrest, °TAMILNADU
fall of Dravidian majors — key
takeaways of landmark verdict

Electorate was ready for disruption —
TVK’s win & Stalin’s defeat prove that

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 4

THE TAMIL Nadu Assembly
election has thrown up more
than astunning outcome. It has
produced a rupture, one that
unsettles a political order that
had appeared resilient for dec-
ades, even amid defeats.

With Tamil superstar-
turned-politician Vijay's Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
emerging as the single largest
party close to the magic mark of
a majority and the incumbent
DMK and the principal Opposi-
tion AIADMK pushed into un-
familiar terrains, the verdict is
less about who won and more
aboutwhathasshifted. Here are
some key takeawaysthat define
thiselection. For thefirsttimein
decades, both Dravidian majors,
DMK and ATADMK, have faced
not just opposition, but some-
thing deeper —aquiet rejection.
This was not always visible in
campaign rhetoric. It did not
manifest as a loud anti-incum-
bency wave. Rather, it revealed
itselfin voting behaviour across
regions and demographics, es-
pecially in urban belts.

For some voters, the DMK

| appeared to be too entrenched

—aparty of governance, butalso
of consolidation. For others, the
ATADMK had yet toregain its or-

| ganisational confidence post-
| Jayalalithaa. The result was not

adismissal of Dravidian politics,
butarejection of its current cus-
todians. And Vijay became the
vessel for such sentiments.

Yearnings for change,
new face

Tamil Nadu has periodically
seen a change of guard. But this
election was different in the clar-
ity of its choice. Voters did not
merely have strong sentiments
for change; they appearedtoin-
vestinit. Vijayemerged asarare
figure —apolitical outsider who
could function as a unifying
presence across caste, class and
regional divides, at least in per-
ception. His appeal cut across
groups that do not always move
together: young first-time
voters, sections of women elec-
torate, floating urban electors
and even a chunk of elders who
opted to give Vijay a chance to
take the helm. This was less a
mandate for a poll manifesto
than a vote for possibilities.

For years, the space outside
the DMK-AIADMK binary was
occupied, unevenly, by smaller
outfits, especially one like the
Naam Tamilar Katchi (NTK) led
by Tamil nationalist Seeman.
This election appears to have
closed that space. Seeman not
only failed to expand his party’s
footprint but also lost electoral
ground, including his own seat.

The symbolic significance of
the poll results is clear: the pro-

test vote that once flowed to-
ward smaller ideological forma-
tions has now consolidated be-
hind a more viable challenger.
In effect, the “third space” has
been replaced by this new force.

Ifthereis one geography that
captures the scale of disruption
inthiselection, itis Chennai. For
decades, the state capital has os-
cillated within limits — occa-
sionally shifting, but rarely re-
sulting in a dominant player's
collapse. In 2021, the DMK
swept all 16 seats in the city, re-
affirmingitsurban dominance.

This time, that fortress has
fractured. With the TVK sweep-
ingmost of Chennaiand leaving
the DMK with only a handful of
seats, such as Chepauk and Har-
bour, the city has become the
epicentre of change. Consti-
tuencies like Anna Nagar, T
Nagar, Villivakkam and Velach-
ery, once predictable in their
political alignments, turned into
decisive battlegrounds.

Urban voters — particularly
the young, salaried and aspir-
ational classes —appeartohave
driven this shift, questioning not
just governance but political
status quo. Vijay’s rise raises a
structural question: can emo-
tional mobilisation translate
into stable governance? The
TVK’sspread across regions sug-
gests his broad-based appeal.
Butelectoral successin the state
has historically depended on
tightly organised vote conver-
sion of the kind built over dec-
ades by the Dravidian parties.

Tamil Nadu has not aban-
doned its political memory. This
election has reinterpreted it.

TVK:
34.9%

DMK+:
31.4%

AIADMK+:
26.1%

VOTESHARE -
(2026)

Note: Leads as of 12 am; Source: ECI

Others:
7.6%

*Party Wise
Seatsin 2021

Party-wise - '-";- S i I- -
seats (2026) 200008084

Rajini, Kamal hail Vijay’s win

Chennai: Leadingactors, includ-
ing superstar Rajinikanth and
Kamal Haasan congratulated
TVK chief Vijay on Monday for
his party’s victory.

“My congratulationsto Thiru
Vijay, President of the victorious
TVK, and to the members of his
party, on their resounding vic-

tory...,” Rajinikanth posted on X.

Haasan said, “My congratu-
lations to... Vijay and the
members of his party, who have
earned the people’s trust and
achieved a great victory.”

Actor Dhanush, too, said on
X, “My heartfelt congratula-
tions to Vijay sir.” PTI

e STALIN WAITED DECADES TO INHERIT AUTHORITY. VIJAY NEEDED ONE ELECTION TO SHOW HOW FRAGILE INHERITED AUTHORITY HAD BECOME

Beyond anti-incumbency, DMK loss a vote against dynasty politics

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 4

WHEN LOOKING at the rea-
sons why M K Stalin lost, it is
worth remembering how long
he waited to win.

Stalin did not seize the DMK
but inherited it slowly, almost
painfully, after decades inside
the party, without revolt, with-
outsplittingit, and without chal-
lenging his father and former
CM M Karunanidhi’s authority
in public. His rise was patient,
disciplined, and organisational.
That is why Monday’s verdict
appearstobesobrutal to hissup-
porters. The DMK losing power
would have been explicable. Sta-
lin himself losing Kolathur, a
seat he had held since 2011 and
won by a huge margin in 2021,

suggests something larger than
routine anti-incumbency. TVK’s
V SBabudefeated himby nearly
9,000votes, makingitone ofthe
rare defeats of a sitting Tamil
Nadu CM in his own consti-
tuency. Along with him, several
senior ministers, including
Durai Murugan, P Geetha Jee-
van, Ma Subramanian, TM An-
barasan, Nazar, Mathiventhan,
and TR BRaja, lost.

“We bow to and accept the
verdict of the people. Congratu-
lations to the victors!” Stalin
posted on X, accepting the will of
the electorate. “In the past five
years, we have created numer-
ous projects and provided good
governance to the people of
Tamil Nadu. We have elevated
Tamil Nadu in every way. Inthe
electoral arena, we sought votes

MK Stalin at DMK headquarters
in Chennai on Monday. pri

only by speaking of our achiev-
ements. We campaigned for
votes to ensure the welfare
schemes we delivered to the
people would continue.Iexpress

my heartfelt thanks to all the
people of Tamil Nadu who sup-
ported and voted for the secular
progressive alliance led by the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam.”

“Igoverned notjust for those
who voted, but also for those
who forgot to vote. I have been
truetoallthe people.Ihave acted
according to my conscience. I
havetoiled beyond my strength.
To my beloved comrades of
LeaderKarunanidhi, whotoiled
in the field just asI did and who
are inseparable from my soul,
my deepest gratitude from the
heart! Thanks to the leaders, of-
ficials, and workers of the friend-
ship movement who stood
shoulder to shoulder with us —
all of them! In my political public
life, I have seen great victories; I
have also faced defeats. There-
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fore, I am one who acts with the
understanding that ideals and
policies are what matter most,
not just victories and defeats.
Thus, the political journey of the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
will continue without faltering.
The DMK, which hasso far func-
tioned as an exemplary ruling
party for the people — hence-
forth will function as an exemp-
lary opposition party.”

Stalin’s government had
flaws: police missteps, adminis-
trative drift, avoidable contro-
versies, and a perceived lack of
command over sections of the
state machinery. But those
alone did not seem enough to
explain such asweepingrebuke.
There was no single, roaring
anger, but contempt gathered
around corruption, not always

proved but widely believed.

In Tamil Nadu politics, per-
ception can travel faster than
documents. Vijay’s campaign
repeatedly invoked the “Rs 10”
slogan linked to alleged over-
charging at TASMAC liquor
outlets, targeting former excise
minister V Senthil Balaji. Re-
ports had earlier recorded
AIADMK’s charge of daily
TASMAC corruption running
into crores, which Balaji de-
nied. The Karur rally tragedy,
where Vijay’s criticism of Balaji
as a “Rs 10 minister” became
part of the political memory of
the campaign, only amplified
that charge.

Stalin waited decades to in-
herit authority. Vijay needed one
election to show how fragile in-
herited authority had become.

for Vijay now

NDA retains Puducherry,
but lottery kingpin’s son
& TVK spring surprises

Arun Janardhanan
Puducherry, May 4

IN PUDUCHERRY, Chief Min-
ister N Rangasamy’s AINRC-led
NDA crossed the majority mark
Monday, securing another term
in office in the 30-member As-
sembly and giving the ruling al-
liance a clear enough verdictin
a UT famous for narrow mar-
gins and restless loyalties.

The majority mark was 16,
and live reports placed the NDA
past that line, with AINRC re-
maining the principal pillar of
the alliance and the BJPadding
crucial support. Rangasamy,
the old survivor of Puducherry
politics, retained Thattancha-
vady by 4,441 votes, anchoring
the ruling alliance’s claim of
continuity. The result was also
shaped by a record turnout,
about 89.87%, suggesting that
the electorate had turned outin
unusual numbers not to over-
throw the government, as the
Opposition had hoped, but to
reorder the margins around it.

Jose Charles Martin,
founder of the Latchiya Jana-
nayaga Katchi and son of lot-
tery businessman Santiago
Martin, won Kamaraj Nagar,
defeating Congress’s P K Deva-
doss. Martin polled 16,592 votes
against Devadoss’s 10,205, giv-
ing the NDA ally a high-profile
entry into the Assembly. The
seat had earlier been with the
BJP, making the transfer within

Chief Minister N Rangasamy’s
AINRC-led NDA is on course
to pass the majority mark in
the 30-member Assembly

the alliance politically neat, if
not exactly ordinary.

Vijay’s TVK made its Pudu-
cherry debut with two wins. B
Ramu won Manavely, defeat-
ingoutgoing Speaker Embalam
Selvam of the BJP, while A K Sai
JSaravanan Kumar won Thiru-
buvanai by 701 votes. In several
other seats, TVK candidates
polled enough votes to exceed
or disturb winning margins,
suggesting that Vijay’s party
may not yet control the house
but has learned how to shake
the furniture.

DMK’s Vignesh Kannan won
Raj Bhavan by just 287 votes
against BJP’sVPRamalingame.
DMK also wrested Nellithope
from the BJP, while Congress
won Oussudu. Independents
produced their own rebellions:
V Vigneswaran defeated thesit-
ting AINRC MLA Chandra-
priyanga in Nedungadu, and T
Ashok Kumar won Mahe.

TVK chief Vijay’s family members celebrate in Chennai, Monday. pri

Vijay unplugged: A
‘what if” who emerged
as an unscripted force

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 4

FOR YEARS, Joseph Vijay was
described as a possibility. A con-
versation that surfaced before
film releases, an afterthoughtin
political speculation, a “whatif”
that Tamil Nadu had grown
used to entertaining and then
discarding. On Monday, that
conversation ended.

What followed is not merely
anelectoral victory, but the arri-
val of something the state has
notseeninfivedecades —anew
political force that did not
emerge from a split, an inherit-
ance or an ideological school,
but from a man who stepped in
from outside and was carried
forward by recognition before
organisation. Itistempting, and
perhaps inevitable, to reach for
MGRamachandran. The paral-
lels are visible: cinema, cha-
risma, emotional memory, the
conversion of screen presence
into political capital. But the re-
semblance holdsonlyup toa
point. MGR was shaped inside
the Dravidian movement before
he broke away from the DMK to
floatthe AIADMK. Vijay arrived
without that scaffolding.

Hedid notgrow into politics.
Hecrossed over. And hedid soin
a way that, until now, seemed
improbable. His campaign was
sparsetothe point of absence. By
mostaccounts, he travelled out-
side Chennai for barely 13 or 14
major campaign days, covering
alimited number of districts. He
avoided the exhausting gram-
mar of Tamil Nadu elections —
the relentless touring, the dis-
trict-by-district immersion, the
prolonged negotiations with
local structures. For critics, this
was evidence of unreadiness.
For supporters, itbecame some-
thing else: scarcity as mystique.

If politics is often about vis-

ibility, Vijay inverted it. He ap-
peared just enough to be seen,
and withdrew enough tobe de-
sired. To understand that dy-
namic, one has to step back
from politics and look at the life
hewasleavingbehind — or per-
haps carrying with him. Vijay
was notjust a film star. He was,
for decades, anindustry. A pro-
duction ecosystem. A circula-
tion of labour, capital and ex-
pectation that extends far
beyond the screen: distributors,
theatre owners, technicians,
daily-wage workers, marketing
networks. To reduce that to “a
man who lived in a caravan” is
to misunderstand scale.

Long before Vijay asked for
votes, hehad built arelationship.
That relationship was not politi-
cal in the conventional sense. It
was built through films —
through the lover who arrives
late but stays, the man who
dances with improbable ease,
the character who speaks in
punch linesthat canbelifted out
of context and still feel complete.
Over time, those roles created
somethingdeeper than fandom:
a sense of familiarity. This elec-
tion suggests that many decided
it was enough. There are at-
tempts now to quantify the phe-
nomenon, but it may also miss
the central point: there may not
be asingle explanation. Part of it
is generational. For younger
voters, Vijay is the first major
political figure who does not be-
long to an inherited past. And
part of it is timing. He arrived
when the space was open
enough to be noticed, but not
empty to be obvious. What is
clear is this: Tamil Nadu has
made a choice that is both deci-
sive and ambiguous. It has elev-
ated a man who did not follow
thetraditional path, andindoing
S0, reopened a political imagin-
ation that had seemed settled.
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Hattrickfor BJP, Sarma at helm

INNUMBERS

TURNOUT

l 2

Total voters

2,00,21,408

Turnout (approx.)
2.,15,08,402

Win Margin

89,434

Himanta Biswa Sarma (BJP)
Jalukbari

The Assam CM won the Jalukbari
constituency for a sixth
consecutive time and led the BJP
toa hattrickin Assam

Pradyot Bordoloi (BJP)
Dispur
Margin: 49,667

After his defection from Congress,
Bordoloi won comfortably

Akhil Gogoi (Raijor Dal)
Thavanur
Margin: 17,272

The only one of the ‘three Gogois’
to pull off awin

Badruddin Ajmal (AIUDF)
Binnakandi
Margin: 35,380

Though AIUDF had its worst ever
performance, he managed to win

Atul Bora (AGP)
Bokakhat
Margin: 60,537

Bora has registered an individual
win and saw AJP increase its tally

BIG LOSERS

2
-
Gaurav Gogoi (Congress)
Jorhat
Gogoi was the Congress’s face in
the election, His loss to BJP MLA

Hitendra Nath Goswamiis a huge
blow to the him and the party

Losing Margin

23,182

Kunki Chowdhury (AJP)
Guwahati Central

Losing margin: 61,921

The 27-year-old was an underdog,
yet her battle was closely watched

Debabrata Saikia (Congress)
Nazira

Losing margin: 46,701

Saikia had represented the seat
for three consecutive terms

Lurinjyoti Gogoi (AJP)
Khowang

Losing margin: 9,984

The head of the AJP has yet again
failed to register an electoral win

Pramod Boro (UPPL)
Tamulpur

Losing margin: 26,743

With the BJP dropping his party,
Boroand UPPL now have no seats

BJP, which contested 90 seats, won 82, while its allies BPF and AGP bagged 10 constituencies
each. The saffron party secured a majority on its own for the first time in the state

BJP supporters celebrate at the party office in Guwahati on Monday. ani

Amid divide, NDA sweeps heartland,
Congress pockets state’s minority belt

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, May 4

ASSAM’S POLITICAL map has
never looked starker. With the
NDA bagged 102 of 126 seats,
the only ones it has not won —
barring two — are seats where
minority voters form the bulk
of voters.

The converseisjust asstark.
The Congress won 19 seats. Of
its winning candidates, 18 are
Muslim leaders. With the
number of seats across the state
where Muslim candidates are
likely to win pared down to
around 22 from around 35 after
the 2023 delimitation exercise,
these seats havelargely gone to
the Congress, reflecting the pat-
tern established in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election of minority
voters consolidating behind
the grand old party. Apart from
these Congress wins, the only
victories for non-NDA parties
are Akhil Gogoi in Sivasagar
and Mehboob Muktar in Dhing
from the Raijor Dal; Badruddin
Ajmalin Binnakandi and Mazi-
bur Rahman in Dalgaon from
the AIUDF; and Sherman Aliin
Mandia from the Trinamool
Congress.

This means that apart from
Akhil Gogoi and the Congress’s
Joy Prakash Dasin Nowboicha
— both located in North and
Upper Assam — the BJPand its
allies, the Bodoland People’s
Front (BPF) and the Asom Gana

| Parishad (AGP), have won all

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma with State BJP president Dilip Saikia celebrates the party’s
victory in the Assembly elections at BJP State office in Guwahati on Monday. ani

seats where ethnic Assamese
communities, tribal commu-
nities, and Bengali Hindus
form the bulk of voters. And
apart from the two seats won by
the ATIUDF, the Mandia seat,
and one win likely to be pulled
off by the AGP’s Jibesh Roy in
Bilasipara, all ‘minority seats’
have been won by the Con-
gress-led alliance. The picture
is a near-complete two-way
split in representation.
Thessituation had been con-
siderably more mixed in 2021,
when the two major blocs were
the BJP-AGP alliance with the

Congress turncoats ride BJP
wave, big win for Bordoloi

Sukrita Baruah
New Delhi, May 4

IN THE run up to the Assam As-
sembly polls, nothinghad gener-
ated more buzz than the dra-
matic turn of events leading to
veteran Congressleader Pradyot
Bordoloi turning into a BJP can-
didatejusttwodaysafter quitting
the grand old party.

Bordoloi pulled offamassive
victory from the prestigious Dis-
pur constituency against his
Congress rival Mira Barthakur
Goswami by 49,667 votes.

Nagaon MP and ex-minister
Bordoloi was the most promi-
nent among a slew of Congress
turncoats who joined the BJP

Pradyot Bordoloi

ahead of the state elections. The
BJPfielded him from Dispurjust
a day after he switched to the
party in March. This move had
caused some friction within the
BJP, leadingtothe exit of asenior
partyleader Jayanta Kumar Das,
who went on to challenge Bor-
doloi as an Independent from

the seat. However, Jayanta's re-
bellion and the challenge
mounted by Congress candidate
Goswami, the Assam Mahila
Congress leader, could not
counter the BJP wave that en-
sured Bordoloi’s success.
Another prominent Con-
gressturncoat ahead of the elec-
tionswas Bhupen Borah, former
Assam Congress president, who
crossed over to the BJP in Feb-
ruary. Hewon fromthe Bihpuria
constituency by over 8,000 votes
against the Congress’s Narayan
Bhuyan. Congress turncoat Ka-
malakhya Dey Purkayastha, the
former Assam Congressworking
president, also seems to be
headed towards a big win.

Bodoland party UPPL on one
hand, and a Congress-AIUDF-
BPF alliance, which also in-
cluded Left parties, on the
other. As a result, the BJP had
won 60 seats, the AGP 9, and
the UPPL 6. The Congress had
won 29, the AIUDF 16, and the
CPI(M) one, and its allies had
also won four tribal-majority
seats that had been won by the
BPF. Raijor Dal’s Akhil Gogoi
had won Sivasagar as part of a
third front.

Even in Central and Lower
Assam, the Congress-led al-
liance had included MLAs such

as Diganta Barman from Bark-
hetri, Sibamoni Borah from Ba-
tadraba, Nandita Das from
Boko, and the CPI(M)’s Manor-
anjan Talukdar from Sorbhog.

Now, the UPPL —which has
been dropped as an ally by the
BJP — has failed to win even a
single Bodoland seat on its
own; and the ATUDF, no longer
allied with the Congress, has
been reduced to just two seats
in the Assembly — its worst-
ever performance since its
formation.

The Congress’s perform-
ance in Upper and North

Assam — home to ethnic Assa-
mese communities and a large
tea tribe population, and con-
sidered the ‘Assamese heart-
land’ — had been seen as grim
in 2021. There were then 42
seats across these districts, of
which the Congress had won
only five. In this election, the
number of seats in the region
increased to 43 after the 2023
delimitation. The Congress fo-
cused efforts to reverse its for-
tunes here, including through
a tie-up with regional parties
Raijor Dal and the Assam Jatiya
Parishad. However, it has won
only one seat — Nowboicha —
this time. The Raijor Dal has
alsowon justone seat, retaining
Akhil Gogoi’s Sivasagar, while
the AJPhasfailed toopenitsac-
count, with even its president
Lurinjyoti Gogoi losing from
Khowang.

Not only are the numbers
dismal, two of the Congress’s
most prominent leaders in
Assam —the party’sfacein the
state, Gaurav Gogoi, and
Leader of the Oppositioninthe
outgoing Assembly, Debabrata
Saikia — have lost from the Jor-
hat and Nagzira seats in Upper
Assam, leaving the party with-
outits leading faces in the next
Assembly.

The Congress and its al-
liance are set to have no pres-
ence in Assam’s tribal belts of
the Bodoland region, or in the
tribal-majority hill districts of
Karbi Anglong, West Karbi
Anglong, and Dima Hasao.

VOTE SHARE
(2026)

F/ ' otal Seats

Note: Leads as of 12 am;
Source: ECI

Party-wise
seats (2026)
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Himanta factor to
Gogoi’s loss: Five
key takeaways from
Assam elections

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, May 4

THE BJP has retained power in
Assam with a bigger mandate
thanit has ever had in the state.
Here are the key takeaways from
the 2026 Assam Assembly elec-
tion:

Absolute majority

Adecadeafteritfirstcameto
power in Assam, the BJP is
stronger than ever. It has
clinched its first-ever absolute
majority in the state by corner-
ing82 ofthe total 126 seats. Ithad
won 60 seats in each of the two
previous elections. This time,
along with its allies AGP and
BPF, the NDA has won 102 seats
inthe state.

Himantafactor

The Himanta Biswa Sarma
factor in the BJP’s unpreced-
ented sweepisundeniable. This
was the first election where he
was seeking re-election as a
Chief Minister, and he led the
campaign from the front. Turn-
ing 10 years of BJP rule around
toastrongest-ever performance
for the party in the state, his re-
lentless rise as a political force
continues.

Congress debacle

The Congress has registered
its worst-ever performance in

the state, winning just 19 seats
and being further cornered into
becoming a party that only re-
ceivesthe support of the minor-
ity voters. It has won only one
out of the 43 seats in Upper and
North Assam, and haslostin all
tribal seats.

Gaurav Gogoi’s loss

Adding insult to the Con-
gress’s injury is party state chief
Gaurav Gogoi’s loss from the
Jorhat, which is part of the Jor-
hat parliamentary constituency,
which he represents.

AIUDF’s rout

While the BJP has won all
but two of the state’s seats where
ethnic Assamese, tribal and
Hindu voters make up the bulk
oftheelectorate, the AIUDF has
been relegated to just two seats
in the Assam Assembly. It had
won16seatsin the 2021 election,
and thisisits worst performance
sinceits formation in 2005. The
outcome this time shows a con-
tinuation in the pattern of con-
solidation of Muslim votes be-
hind the Congress, which was
seen in the 2024 LS election
when AIUDF supremo Badrud-
din Ajmal suffered a resounding
loss to the Congress. However,
Ajmal himself continuestocling
to his political presence, regis-
tering an individual win from
the Binnakandi seat.

e FOR THE 57-YEAR-OLD LOOKING AT A SECOND TERM AS ASSAM CM, THIS IS MORE THAN JUST AN ELECTORAL WIN

Himanta, the leader ‘who makes things happen’

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, May 4

AS EARLY counting trends
pointtoadecisive victory for the
BJP led by Himanta Biswa
Sarmain Assam, the mandateis
settomarknotjustasecond con-
secutive term in office for the
Chief Minister but also the con-
solidation of one of the most
consequential political careers
inthe BJP’scontemporaryland-
scape.

For Sarma, 57, this is more
than anelectoral win; itisareaf-
firmation of a political method
built on organisational control,
ideological repositioning, and
an instinctive grasp of power.

ACongressinsider for nearly

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

twodecades, Sarma’sshifttothe
BJP in 2015 has since acquired
the quality of political folklore.
Within five years of that switch,
he had not only helped the BJP
capture Assam for the first time
in 2016 but also emerged as its
principal strategist in the North-
east—aregion marked by ethnic
complexity and shifting al-
liances. His elevation to Chief
Minister in 2021, replacing Sar-
bananda Sonowal despite the
latter leading the party tovictory,
was read as an acknowledge-
ment of his contribution to the
party as well as a signal of
Sarma’s growing proximity to
the BJP’s central leadership, par-
ticularly Amit Shah.

That proximity has been

both political and personal.
Within party circles, Sarma is
often described as a “problem-
solver”, aleader who delivers,
negotiates, and executes with-
out hesitation. Sources say that
right from the initial years that
Sarmaspentinthe BJP,Shahde-
veloped a marked fondness for
the wily politician. Once, after a
meetingwith Sarmain his North
Block office, Shah is learnt to
have told the next BJP leader
who met him, “The great thing
about thisboyishe neversaysno
to anything. He just finds a way
to make things happen.”
Sarma’s role in stitching to-
gether alliances across the
Northeast, managing fragile co-
alitions, and even facilitating

political realignments hasmade
him indispensable to the BJP’s
expansionist project. From
Assam to Manipur and beyond,
Sarma has been at the centre of
the party’s efforts to convert a
historically peripheral region
into a stable electoral base.

This victory, which would
mark the BJP’s third successive
win in Assam with Sarma as its
principal architect, strengthens
his claim as a national-level
political operator.

Sarma’srise is not merely or-
ganisational. It is also ideologi-
cal. Along-time Congressleader
whohad abitter partingwith the
party’s high command, Sarma
since his entry into the BJP has
recast his political identity

through amuscular articulation
of Hindutva, often marked by
sharprhetorictargeting Bengali-
origin Muslims and a hardline
administrative approach on is-
suessuch as “illegal infiltration”.
This repositioning has helped
him bridge the gap between his
Congress past and the expecta-
tions of the Sangh ecosystem.
Sarma has also cultivated a
parallel persona —that of the ac-
cessible “mama” or benevolent
uncle, aleader who promises
welfare benefits, jobs, and direct
engagement. This duality, of
welfare populism coupled with
ideological aggression, has de-
fined his tenure and appears to
have resonated with a signifi-
cant section of the electorate.
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Pinarayi era ends, Kerala turns the page

INNUMBERS

TURNOUT

.rl- -

Total electors

2,71,06,059

Absolute turnout

21215912
BIG WINNERS

Win Margin

P
(@ 20.600

V D Satheesan, Cong
Paravur
He defeated CPI's legislatorET

Taison, who was deputed from his
seat of Kaipamangalam.

Win Margin

&7 5,087

Fathima Thahilya, IUML
Perambra
First woman from IUML to win As-

sembly polls. She defeated CPM
heavyweight T P Ramakrishan

Sandeep Varier, Cong
Trikaripur

Margin: 4,431

Allotted a CPI(M) stronghold, he
defeated the LDF’s V P P Mustafa

V S Joy, Cong
Thavanur
Margin: 14,647

First Christian to win from Malap-
puraminageneral assembly poll

Muhammed Shiyas, Cong
Kochi
Margin: 8,188

Defeated sitting MLA K J Maxi in
a Christian-majority seat

BIG LOSERS

Losing Margin

P Rajeev, CPI(M)
Kalamassery

Rajeev was the Industries Minister

and was instrumentalin pushing

forindustrial growthin Kerala
Losing Margin

@!y 29,952

K Surendran, BJP
Manjeshwar
Surendran lost for the fourth time

from the same seat mainly due to
its changing demographics

P K Shyamala, CPI(M)
Taliparamaba

Losing margin: 12,551
Wife of MV Govindan was de-
feated by rebel T K Govindan

K K Shylaja, CPI(M)
Peravoor

Losing margin: 14,453
Shylaja, who was shifted from her
Mattanur seat, lost in Peravoor

K B Ganesh Kumar, CPI(M)
Pathanapuram

Losing margin: 8,310
Ganesh Kumar lost a seat he had
been representing since 2001

‘Breached CPM citadels

to the Vijayan factor:
What scripted Cong-led
UDF’s epic comeback

Shaiju Philip

Thiruvananthapuram, May4

THIRTEEN MEMBERS of the
21-member LDF cabinet led by
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
were defeated in the Kerala As-
sembly elections as the ruling
front suffered a major setback
across the state.

Here are the key takeaways
from the Kerala elections:

Vote against Vijayan’s
leadership

One of the factors that
worked against the CPI(M)-led
Left Democratic Front (LDF) is
the Pinarayi Vijayan factor. The
two-term Chief Minister wasthe
soleface ofthe LDF’s campaign,
effectively turning the election
intoareferendumon hisleader-
ship and style of governance.

Acrossall 140 seats, the LDF
projected Vijayan, eclipsing in-
dividual candidates. For voters,
the choice became one of sup-
porting or opposing him. Even
in constituencies where LDF
candidates or sitting legislators
had strong track records and
cleanimages, the Vijayan factor
appears to have worked against
them. Rather than evaluating
individual candidates, voters
seem to have cast their ballots
based on their approval or dis-
approval of the CM.

Anti-incumbency

Theresultsalsoindicate that
the electorate rejected the
CPI(M)’s claim that the Vijayan
government was not facing anti-
incumbency. Even after set-
backs in the December local
body elections, the party had
maintained there wasno public
resentment. Mega projects, wel-
fare measures and new financial
assistance schemes failed to
counter growing voter dissatis-
faction. A sense of fatigue
among voters appears to have
translated into a call for change.
Kerala has historically alter-
nated between the LDF and
UDF, with 2021 being an excep-
tioninthe aftermath of the pan-
demic. Despite a decade of gov-
ernance, therewasavisible urge
amongvoterstounseat the LDF.

Minority votes

The consolidation of minor-
ity votes seems to have played
a decisive role, with the Con-

gressbenefiting from concerns
that a third consecutive UDF
defeat could create space for
the BJP to expand in the state.
Voting patterns among Mus-
lims in Lok Sabha elections
since 2014 have consistently fa-
voured the Congress, seen as a
stronger force than the CPI(M)
in countering the BJP.

This trend appears to have
carried over into the Assembly
polls. Allegations of a CPI(M)-
BJPunderstanding also seem to
have worked in the Congress’s
favour. The CPI(M)’s attempts
to consolidate Hindu votes after
its rout in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections may have further
alienated Muslims. The party’s
perceived soft stance towards
Hindu leader and SNDP Yogan
general secretary Vellappally
Natesan, who repeatedly tar-
geted Muslims, along with ten-
sions in Muslim-majority Mal-
appuram and the IUML factor,
contributed to the drift of Mus-
lim votes away from the CPI(M).

Resentment within

the Left vote bank

The LDF’s defeat in its
strongholds like north Kerala,
and the sharp declineinits vote
share elsewhere, point to grow-
ingresentment within its tradi-
tional support base. This dis-
contentwas not evident during
campaigning, which was domi-
nated by development nar-
ratives and the party’s organ-
isational strength. The verdict
suggests that Left voters re-
jected the CPI(M)’s strategy of
prioritising a third consecutive
term over ideological consist-
ency. In its bid to retain power,
the party faced allegations of di-
luting its secular stance by ac-
commodating minority-bash-
ing rhetoric from figures like
Natesan. Secular Hindu voters,
too, appear to have turned away
amid allegations of a tacit
understanding with the BJP.

Rejected development
narrative

The fact that most Cabinet
ministers lost the polls under-
scoresthe limited impact ofthe
CPI(M)’s development plank.
Beyond welfare schemes invol-
ving direct cash transfers, the
LDF highlighted infrastructure
projects, roads and highways,
amplified through social media

CHURNING WITHIN THE CADRE

Rebels rewrite script, CPM loses its bastions

Shaju Philip
Thiruvanananthapuram,
May4

THREE CPI(M) rebels who
broke ranks with the party on
the eve of the Assembly elec-
tions and contested as UDF-
backed Independents have de-
livered major upsets in the
party’s citadels in Kerala. Be-
sides, massive vote erosion was
recorded in several traditional
CPI(M) strongholds.

The unprecedented fight by
rebels G Sudhakaran (Ambal-
apuzha), T K Govindan (Tali-
paramba) and V Kunhikrish-
nan (Payyannur) symbolised
and represented the churning

among cadre against alleged
nepotism, financial misappro-
priation and criminalisation
within the CPI(M).

The CPI(M) lost the Payyan-
nur seat to rebel leader V Kun-
hikrishnan for the first time
since the constituency was
formed in 1967. He defeated
CPI(M)’s sitting legislator T'1
Madhusoodanan by a margin
of 7487 votes. Madhusoodanan
had won the seatin 2021 with a
record margin of 49,780.

“I'wanted people to correct
the party leadership. This ver-
dict shows that people and
cadre have corrected the
CPI(M). Besides, the UDF also
extended support to me, lead-

Leader of Opposition in Kerala Assembly and UDF candidate from Paravur constituency V D Satheesan with supporters in Thiruvananthapuram on Monday. pri

campaigns. However, the re-
sults suggest this narrative
failed to translate into votes.

Christians back UDF

The Congress also regained
significant support among
Christian voters in Central Ke-
rala, asegment that had drifted
away in 2021. The BJP’s out-
reach to Christians appears to
have fallen short. At the same
time, anarrowing of differences
between Christian and Muslim
communities contributed to a
consolidation of support for the
UDF in several constituencies.
The controversy surrounding
the Foreign Contribution Regu-
lation Act (FCRA) during the
campaign reportedly created
hesitation among sections of
Christian voters considering a
shift towards the BJP.

Sabarimala theft case

The alleged theft of gold
from Sabarimala temple arte-
facts appears to have worked
quietly against the LDF, even
though the BJPlargely sidelined
the issue during campaigning.
The CPI(M) countered by alleg-
ing that the Congress had mis-
used funds meant for rehabili-
tating Wayanad landslide
victims. While this became a
major issue in the final phase of
campaigning, it failed to in-
fluence voters. It appears that
Hindu voters chose not to split
their opposition between the
Congress and the BJP, focusing
instead on defeating the CPI(M).
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IUML 22
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Others 7
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G Sudhakaran, T K Govindan and V Kunhikrishnan

ing to my victory. I wanted to
end the degeneration of the
CPI(M),” Kunhikrishnan said.
Kunhikrishnan, 74, a dis-
trict committee member of the
CPI(M) in Kannur, had raised a
revolt against the alleged mis-
appropriation of funds col-
lected for the family of a worker
killed in political violence.

In the nearby Taliparamba
constituency, another rebel, T
KGovindan, defeated P K Shya-
mala, wife of CPI(M) state sec-
retary MV Govindan. T K Go-
vindan won by a margin of
12,568 votesin the seat where M
V Govindan had a victory ma-
jority of in 2021. Govindan, a
senior leader with a long stint

Party-wise
seats (2026)

ra
Note: Leads as of 12 am; Source: ECI

*Party Wise
Seatsin 2021

as a party district secretariat
member, fought the election
opposing what he termed the
conversion of the constituency
into the family stronghold of
the state secretary. Tali-
paramba has remained un-
beaten for the CPM since 1977.
In the Ambalapuzha As-
sembly seat, 79-year-old G Sud-
hakaran defeated CPI(M)’s sit-
ting MLA H Salam by a margin
of 27935 votes. A two-term
former minister, Sudhakaran
had earlier represented Ambal-
apuzha. Sudhakaran told the
media, this verdict is a strong
reply to those who thought the
party’s their private family

property.

e HER VICTORY AGAINST LDF CONVENER T P RAMAKRISHNAN CAME IN A SEAT THAT CPI(M) HAS BEEN CONSISTENTLY WINNING SINCE 1980

Fought for gender parity in IUML, sheis its 1st woman MLA

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram, May 4

THE INDIAN Union Muslim
League’s (IUML’s) Fathima
Thahiliya has scripted history
on Monday, becoming the
party’s first woman legislator
and emerging as a giant Killer,
defeating Kerala’s ruling Left
Democratic Front (LDF) con-
vener T PRamakrishnaninthe
CPI(M) stronghold of Perambra
in Kozhikode district.

A lawyer by profession and
a councillor in the Kozhikode
Municipal Corporation, Thahi-

liya’s victory camein a seat that
the CPI(M) has been consist-
ently winning since 1980.

During the run-up to the
election, the United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) — Kerala’s
Opposition alliance comprising
the Congress, the [IUML, and
other small constituents —had
complained to the Election
Commission, alleging that the
LDF had been unleashing a
communal campaign against
Thabhiliya.

Among 27 candidates
fielded by the IUML, she was
one of the two women candi-

dates. In Kerala’s election his-
tory, before this time, the IUML
had only ever fielded two other
women candidates, and
neither of them won.
Thahiliya rose to promi-
nence in the IUML in 2022,
seeking gender justice within
the party. Known as a reformist
voice in the [UML, she was the
founding state president of
Haritha — the women’swing of
the Muslim Students Feder-
ation. Established in2012, Hari-
tha created a platform for
women supporters of the [UML
on college campuses. Under her

IUML’s Fathima Thahiliya.
X/@THAHILIYA

epaper.indianexpress.mm.- .

leadership, Haritha played a key
role in expanding the MSF’s in-
fluence across campuses.

Thahliya’s political journey
took another turn when Hari-
thaleadersraised allegations of
sexual harassment against sen-
ior MSF figures. When the party
leadership allegedly attempted
tosuppresstheissue, she chose
to speak out, leading to her re-
moval as MSF national vice-
president and the eventual dis-
banding of Haritha.

She was of the view that it
was not about challenging
authority in the party, but

about ensuring dignity and
space for women within
politics. Thahliya represents a
new kind of political figure in
Kerala—young, articulate, and
unafraid to challenge both op-
ponents and those within her
own party. Herjourney also sig-
nals a broader shift in the
IUML, with questions of
gender, women’s representa-
tion, and internal democracy
gaining traction in the party’s
political discourse.

Thahiliyais the secretary of
the Muslim Youth League, the
youth wing of the [UML.
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Master strategist
who went for broke:

VD Satheesan, LoP
to architect of win

Six-time MLA is widely considered
to be afront-runner for the CM post

Shaju Philip

Thiruvananthapuram, May 4

WHILE SPEARHEADING the
Congress-led UDF's campaign
in the Kerala Assembly elec-
tions, Leader of Opposition VD
Satheesan, 61, had declared that
“If the UDF does not win 100
seats (of the state’s 140), I will
quit politics and go into exile.”

His several Congress col-
leagues had thenraised doubts
about Satheesan's claim, but
when counting of votes ended
Monday, the LoP had the last
laugh. The UDF won 102 seats,
which marked its best-ever
tally in the state.

In the election, Satheesan,
61, has also won from his Para-
vur constituency in Ernakulam
for sixth consecutive term.
While there are several chief
ministerial aspirants in the
Congress, he is widely con-
sidered tobe akey front-runner
in the race for the top post now.

In February this year, he
had taken out a statewide tour
in a bid to galvanise the Con-
gress’s rank and file for the
high-stakes elections.

Satheesan was appointed
the LoP after the Congress lost
the previous elections in 2021,
when the incumbent CM Pina-
rayi Vijayan had led the CPI(M)-
headed LDF to its second suc-
cessive victory.

For Satheesan, the task of re-
vivingthe UDF after its crushing
2021 defeat was daunting. His
priority was to boost the morale

of the workers of the party and
allies. His first test of leadership
was in the by-elections to the
Assembly seats, such as Thrik-
kakara, Puthuppally, Palakkad,
and Nilambur, which were held
from 2022 to 2024. He also led
the UDF to landslide wins in
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
and 2025 local body polls.

During the campaigning,
while most of the Congress
leaders in the fray were con-
fined to their seats, Satheesan
criss-crossed the state.

His strong secular stand
drew theire of prominent com-
munity leaderslike Vellappally
Natesan. While other Congress
leadersremained silent, hisun-
flinching position against po-
larisation in society boosted his
appeal cutting across sections
and communities.

In his role as a Congress
legislator over the years, Sa-
theesan has led multiple de-
bates, emerging as the voice of
Opposition against the Left dis-
pensation. For questioning
various development claims of
the Vijayan government, Sa-
theesan often faced severe at-
tacks from the Left supporters
on social media. When the Con-
gress got embroiled in various
scandals during the UDF gov-
ernment's tenure from 2011 to
2016, Satheesan had been a
rebel voice in the party. He also
stood for green politics and
spoke against party leaders
turning “subservient” before
community leaders.

Zeroto 3: BJP gainsin
capital & Kollam, but
setbacks elsewhere

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram, May 4

BY WINNING three Assembly
seats, the BJP hasregistered its
best-ever performance in a Ke-
rala election.

Of the three seats that the
party won, two are in the Thiru-
vananthapuram urban area,
where it has a strong base.

BJP state president Rajeev
Chandrasekhar and former
state president V Muraleedha-
ran won from Nemom and Kaz-
hakootam, respectively. These
wins in Thiruvananthapuram
come close on the heels of the
party having won the Thiru-
vananthapuram Municipal
Corporation election in De-
cember last year. The BJP had
won Nemom in 2016, before
losing it in 2021. This time,

Chandrasekhar has wrested
back the seat from sitting
CPI(M) legislator V Sivankutty.
The BJP’s third seat came
from the Chathannoor consti-
tuency in nearby Kollam dis-
trict, where B B Gopakumar’s
consistent work at the grass-
roots level paid rich dividends
to the party. Gopakumar had
lost the elections at the consti-
tuency in 2016 and 2021.
Although the BJP had
handed 19 seats to Twenty20,
the party floated by the KITEX
group, the alliance did not im-
prove the BJP’sfortunes. Inthe
Kunnathunad seat, the strong-
hold of Twenty20, the Con-
gress’s V P Sajeenderan won
with 70,292 votes. The BJP’s
Christian outreach in the state
alsodid not help the party elec-
torally in central Kerala.
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Verdicts frame people’s
push for change - BJP
scized thatimpulse,
rivals paid for
their standstill

HE RESULTS of the Assembly elections in West
Bengal and Tamil Nadu, Assam and Kerala, were
undoubtedly shaped by factors that were state-spe-
cific. But if there is a binding theme, it is this: The
BJP’s growth and spread beyond its traditional bastions into
new arenas and areas coincides with the declining fortunes
of its political opponents. The BJP's energetic rise is also di-
rectly the cause of the Opposition’s waning, but that may not
tell the full story.
Be it the rout of Mamata Banerjee in West Bengal and
M K Stalin in Tamil Nadu now, or Nitish Kumar bowing
out with Lalu Prasad’s RJD failing to hold up its end in
Bihar, or the eclipse of Naveen Patnaik in Odisha, or the BJP’s
longtime ally-turned-rival Uddhav Thackeray presiding over
the Sena’s splintering in Maharashtra, or the signs of implo-
sion in Arvind Kejriwal’s AAP, or be it Congress’s seemingly
unchecked slide despite its Kerala victory — the downward
trajectory of the party on the other side of the BJP is not just
because of the BJP, its undimmed aggression and its vast re-
sources. Itis also due to the inertia and do-nothingness of the
Opposition party, its sameness and staleness in a time when
ayoung and aspirational electorate is on the move, both lit-
erally and as part of shifting imagined communities. Quite
simply, the BJP’s success lies, fundamentally, in constantly
finding new ways of speaking to this people, by adding to its
layered appeal. And the Opposition’s failure comes from its
increasing political solipsism, its turning away from the chal-
lenges of change, its glib recourse to apocalypse-mongering.
Essentially, the verdicts in West Bengal and Tamil Nadu and
Kerala frame the people’s push for change. The BJP seized the
impulse and built on it in West Bengal, while anew player came
in to reap the disillusion with the five-decade-old alternation
of parties in Tamil Nadu. Congress benefited from the desire
for change in Kerala, while in Assam, the only exception to this
story, it failed to become a receptacle for it.

HE outcome in West Bengal, which has been, by far,

the most dramatic in this round of elections, with

Tamil Nadu coming in second, was made possible,

above all, because Mamata Banerjee ignored the
warnings. Her party, the TMC, which she led into power by
uprooting a 34-year-old Left regime, did not heed the sound
of the BJP’s footfall, first with only three seats in 2016, which
shot up to 77 in the 2021 Assembly elections. It refused to
brace for the competition by reflecting on its own shortcom-
ings — be it the failure of its government to pull Bengal out
ofitseconomic slump, or its inability to check the corruption
and unaccountability growing within the party. Inheriting
the “party-society” model from Left rule, the TMC nurtured
a network of political entrepreneurs that smudged the lines
between party, institution and government like the Left's
Syndicate, but unlike it, without any constraints of ideology.

The TMC’s standstill laid the ground for the BJP, whose
unrelenting determination to capture the state of Syama Pra-
sad Mookerjee, and to stitch the east to its conquests in the
country’s north and west, has finally met with success. It
rides on a Hindu consolidation around the spectre of the
“ghuspaithiya”, projection of Banerjee’s politics as “minority
appeasement”, and a combination of its criticism of Baner-
jee’s governance with an identity politics that was subter-
ranean during Left rule and had risen to the surface under
Didi, who opened the floodgates toit.

How the SIR, which in West Bengal, more than in any
other state, became an exclusionary exercise, contributed to
the outcome, will be known in days to come. The 27 lakh ex-
cluded in the controversial second round of deletions, whose
appeals are still pending (less than 2,000 were reinstated by
the tribunals), are a challenge for the new government to ad-
dress urgently. For now, however, the spotlight must rest on
the scale of the BJP’s Bengal’s victory.

HE sweep of newcomer Vijay and his party TVK, is

at once a rare and familiar phenomenon in Tamil

Nadu's politics. Another star isreborn as aleader —

in the footsteps, arguably, of MGR and Jayalalithaa,
Vijayakanth and Kamal Haasan. But Vijay is also unique. His
immersion in Dravidian politics is less explicit and his appeal
to the young and to women much more direct. He makes
what was for about 50 years a bipolar contest into a triangular
fight. Vijay’s newness, his straddling of the caste and religious
divides, also means that his difficulties begin now — they
will lie in delivering on the vaulting expectations that have
led to this wide yearning for change, this anti-incumbency
verdict in a state that, ironically, ranks among the fastest-
growing states in the country.

In Assam, Himanta Biswa Sarma’s return is a testament
toapolitics thatis astute in seeing and filling a gap — but also
divisive. Sarma has further stamped the BJP’s imprimatur in
the northeastern state, which also lay outside its traditional
geography, and where it has nibbled into Congress and co-
opted the AGP. But his unabashedly communal dog-whistle
politics —under cover of acampaign against the illegal Bang-
ladeshi Muslim immigrant — presents a challenge in a di-
verse state of many identities and ethnicities.

In Kerala, the return of the United Democratic Front is a
moment to savour for Congress, but it basks in the victory at
its own peril. By all accounts, it was a verdict, most of all,
against the leadership of Pinarayi Vijayan, who centralised
all power unto himself and stunted his own party, evidentin
the CPM’s defeat in erstwhile bastions. Congress must also
be acutely conscious that its Kerala win does not give it a se-
cure grip in a state that is traditionally known to change its
government every five years.

OING ahead, the victors’ challenge looks formi-

dable. In West Bengal, the BJP has added a state to

its kitty that has a strong sense of its cultural excep-

tionalism and its political history — it will need to
tread carefully. In Tamil Nadu, the new player must learn the
rules of the game, while playing it differently, lest his sheen
wear off too quickly. Congress must own the victory in Kerala
that hasbeen handed toit. In Assam, the new Sarma govern-
ment must lower the polarising pitch. All four new govern-
ments must learn to address those who voted for them, and
also those who didn’t.

ishing exceptionalisms. The two

most entrenched and enduring re-

gional formations have collapsed.

Kolkata has fallen; Chennai has
cracked. Kerala, true to form, has seen anti-
incumbency; the BJP’s hold over Assam
endures. These results consolidate the un-
precedented national electoral prowess of
the BJP and the ideological supremacy of
Hindutva. It would be churlish todeny the
unprecedented power of the Modi-Shah
duo in the annals of electoral politics.

Even in a state that prided itself on
being as distinctive as Bengal, the BJP has
brought about a near-impossible electoral
realignment. Even by the standards of its
storied history, the BJP’s victory in Bengal
is a remarkable tribute to its unmatched
combination of ambition, perseverance,
and political ruthlessness. It is, in a literal
sense, a triumph of the will. It has not been
stopped by any conventional electoral
arithmetic, institutional propriety, ident-
ities like language, region or caste, or the
embeddedness of a towering figure like
Mamata Banerjee.

Defeat in retrospect always seems over-
determined. The fatigue, boredom, the cor-
ruption and nepotism, creeping thuggish-
ness, the limits of welfare politics, and
regional symbolism created background
conditions for a BJPvictory. But they would
not have translated into victory if three
things were notin place. Afterall, thereisno
evidence that the BJP will address better
many of the discontents that fuelled it to
power. The sheer determination of the BJP,

inhostile terrain, isremarkable. Then there
isthebelief that politically salient identities
are not given. A new Hindu consciousness
can be reconfigured through sheer mobil-
isation to the point where Hindu-Muslim
polarisation nearly displaces all other axes.
Longstanding grievances are now processed
through that template. And finally, some-
thing that will be studied for awhile, theem-
ployment of institutional tactics, from the
use of the Election Commission to the tam-
ing of the Supreme Court, to create a nar-
rative of the cleaning of the electoral process
and a violence-free election. The actual ef-
fects of the SIR process will be studied over
time. Butwhat was remarkable about it was
that theinconvenience and painitimposed
seemed to become a source of the BJP’s
strength rather than a cause for punish-
ment. Whether or not it decisively tilted the
electoral outcome, it became handy for mo-
bilisation and a demonstration of its insti-
tutional capture. The Assam-Bengal tem-
plate will go national. It seems to fuel
support for the BJP rather than resistance.
The victory of the Vijay-led
TVK s no less a vanquishing of
another exceptionalism. Anti-in-
cumbency is the norm in Tamil
Nadu. But still, the TVK’s victory
isunprecedented in the way in
which it breaks the duopoly of the
DMK and AIADMK. What is re-
markable about it is that it breaks
the standard assumption that the
only way a party can win a re-
gional setting is by playing the re-

PRATAP BHANU
MEHTA

If Bengal’s history is any guide,
the TMC will fade away faster
than its vote share suggests,
and the DMK is not a Dravidian
forcein the way it was. The BJP
now has an opening in Punjab,
and the lesson of Tamil Nadu is
that the South is open territory

nothing natural about that regionalism.
But it is also a warning that even relatively
successful states like Tamil Nadu, trail-
blazers in industrialisation and welfare
politics alike, are in the grip of dissatisfac-
tion and restlessness, in this case powered
by young people. Vijay has done what stars
before him, like Vijayakanth, were not able
todo, without much of a party organisation
or a social movement. Is this form of
politics a new canary in the mine?

The BJP has demonstrated a triumph
of the will. But its triumphs, while a testa-
ment toits furious energy and political im-
agination, also carry a shadow for Indian
democracy. This victory consolidates
Amit Shah’s position as a national leader
and his lead over rivals by a mile: Total
command over the party organisation,
and an ability to deliver wins in all kinds
of contexts, including a straight two-cor-
nered context. It is also a new experiment
forIndia. When one party acquires this de-
gree of organisational dominance and
ideological ascendancy, all countervailing
forces and voices of dissent will
gradually fall away. If Bengal’s
history is any guide, the Trina-
mool will fade away faster than its
proportion of vote share suggests,
and the DMK is not a Dravidian
force in the way it was. The BJP
now also has an opening in Pun-
jab, and the lesson of Tamil Nadu
isthat the South is open territory.

The Congress might exultinthe
fact that all its INDIA bloc rivals

near even putting up a minimal resistance
and is no match for the BJP’s ruthlessness.
Its lack of leadership, backward-looking
ideas of caste and region, and utter listless-
ness mean that the regional vacuumswill be
filled by the BJP more than Congress. Hin-
dutva is now the reigning ideology and
identity of the new India. This is not a mo-
ment that can be analysed purely in contin-
gent political terms; it is part of the inner
conflict over the idea of India since 1857.
Much of the template of that conversation
over India’sidentity waslaid in 19th-century
Bengal, beginning with Bankim. It is only
the myopia of the Left and Centre parties
that they assumed that regions are irrevo-
cable natural formations that can be op-
posed to Hindutva. The idea that “Kali”
would be pitted against “Ram” was the kind
of cultural nonsense where the Left began
tobelieveits own culturalilliteracy. For now,
Hindutva is producing a culturally hier-
archical order, where the claims of identity
imperil India as a zone of freedom. The
check on this ideology is not going to be ex-
ternal. We are on awingand a prayer thatthe
consolidation of this form of Hindutva does
not resultin deeper exclusion and violence,
which is typically the denouement of such
nationalisms. For now, Indiaisin the grip of
Hindutva supremacy; it has been sold as a
utopian dream. There is no rival. What this
supremacy does, or what brittleness it
masks, only time will tell.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

Welfare alone doesn’'t win
clections —it’sjust the floor

el I

BHANU JOSHI

Welfare without
embeddedness,
inan alliance, in
anorganisation,
in aproject of
incorporation,
does notby
itself deliver.
What wins
electionsis
what each party
assembles
aboveit

HE VOTES are in. The BJP won
in Assam and West Bengal. The
DMK, which built India’s lon-
gest-standing welfare-transfer

regime, haslost Tamil Nadutoa
new entrant. The UDF has won in Kerala.
The familiar explanation will return: Welfare
delivered the vote, or could not save the in-
cumbent. Around it will sit the larger argu-
ment: Iswhat we are watching redistribution
or freebies?

That debate has its uses, but is now mis-
describing the ground. The DMK’slossisthe
sharpest reminder that welfare alone does
notdeliver elections. It hasbecome thefloor.
There is a very thin mechanism for why a
transfer would deliver a vote on itsown when
every party promisesitand the next govern-
mentwill continue it. What converts delivery
into durability iswhat each party assembles
around it. A decade of fieldwork in Bihar,
Bengal and Assam gives three answers; the
Tamil Nadu verdict adds a fourth.

Bihar is where the floor proposition is
most visible. Nitish Kumar’s welfare record
is substantial: Bicycles and scholarships for
girls, prohibition, Jeevika self-help groups,
old-age pensions, and the Mukhyamantri
Mahila Rojgar Yojana. Approval on individ-
ual schemes exceeded his government’s
overall performance. By the textbook of in-
cumbency, he should have won on delivery
alone. Yet since 2015, he haschanged alliance
partners three times, each switch a recogni-
tion that welfare alone would not keep him
there. Astudentwe metin Arwalin 2015 had
taken the scholarship, ridden the bicycle to
college, and was supporting the BJP-led
NDA anyway. Asked why, she answered:
“What else matters?” Welfare had given her
the floor; she was asking for the ceiling. Ku-
mar’s tenure was organised around alliances
and demographic recalibration to address
what welfare cannot supply: Opportunity,
jobs, a politics of forward movement.

Bengal’s second leg has always been or-
ganisation. In a Nadia village in 2016, an
older woman told us why she voted Trina-
mool: “Earlier you had to know someone in
the party to get your work done. Now they
ask for bribes outright, but work gets done.”
The TMC’swelfare regime has sincebecome
more elaborate and universal: Kanyashree,
Lakshmir Bhandar, allowances for unem-
ployed, all rule-based and routed through
banks.. But welfare alone has not held the
TMC together; organisation has. The dalla-
tantra the Left perfected and Mamata Ba-
netjee inherited turned a rule-based transfer

into a personal gift, and helped keep the
BJP’spolarisation push from translatinginto
power in 2021. By 2026, both legs were
strained. Universalisation has hollowed the
cadre’s distributive function: Unable to dis-
tribute differentially, the local worker shifts
toattribution and gatekeeping. The BJP, or-
ganisationally thin in Bengal, has substi-
tuted federal institutions (paramilitary, EC
scheduling, the SIR) and pushed communal
mobilisation harder than in 2021. The 2026
contest was welfare plus a strained organisa-
tion against welfare plus polarisation
propped up by central institutions.

Assam in 2016 looked entirely different.
In a freshly resettled village in lower Assam,
a young man told us he had switched from
AIUDF to AGP overnight: “We have to stay
here. Weneed tobe on the winningside.” The
politicswas volatile, candidate-driven, trans-
actional. We were back in Dibrugarh, Golag-
hatand the Barpeta-Bajali belt this April,and
that texture was gone. The women’s self-help
group hasbecome the routinesite of political
contact. Allowances for unemployed youth
and tea-garden workers sit alongside; the
road, the school and the medical college are
spoken of in the same breath as the SHG
transfer. Around this floor, the BJP has as-
sembled a project of incorporation: Peace ac-
cords with insurgent groups, thousands of
former combatants returned to the main-
stream, and citizenship politics. Welfare
brings households in as beneficiaries; incor-
poration decides which are treated as se-
curely inside the political community and
which remain suspect.

Tamil Nadu, where T have not done field-
work, is the cleanest test of the floor. The
DMK’sregimeisone of the most elaboratein
the country and the one the others copied.
By the textbook of welfare delivery, it should
have won. It did not. Welfare alone, even
from the regime that originated it, did not
produce durability against a new entrant
tapping different cleavages.

None of these isa handout: Voters reward
delivery and punish parties that stop at the
floor. None is simply redistribution either;
welfare is doing political work that runs
beyond the transfer of resources. Welfare
withoutembeddedness, inanalliance,inan
organisation, in a project of incorporation,
doesnotbyitselfdeliver. What wins elections
iswhat each party assembles above it.

The writer is visiting assistant professor at
Ashoka University and co-founder of Data Action
Lab for Emerging Societies (DALES)
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Kerala’s
Congress unit
has enjoyed
and fiercely
defended its
autonomy,
which s
arguably its
most potent
assetand a
structural
obstacle to the
unravelling of
Kerala’s closed
party system

nKerala, a delicate
nas been preservec

nalance

additional droprisks triggering an overflow and irreversible

change. Kerala’s closed party system has been balanced at

this tipping point for more than a decade. In this election,

too, the question was whether that next drop would finally
fall and disrupt the established order.

While thiselection was, on the surface, about whether the LDF
would secureathird term or Congress would ride the wave of anti-
incumbency, the question at the back of the mind, especially for
those outside Kerala, was if the BJP would breach the carefully
managed surface tension. The UDF’s victory has put that question
torest, for now. Yet, the question of how the closed party system
survives in Kerala, especially in the wake of the verdict in Tamil
Nadu, isimportant. In the absence of survey data, we must rely
onelection results toinfer how parties interpret electoral signals.

For the current generation of the BJP’s central leadership, high
symbolism and winning have been everything. Anywinin Kerala
has more symbolic than practical value. It allows supporters
across the country to believe they are part of some unstoppable
force. More importantly, it helps maintain the party’sleadership
status quo. While the BJP did concentrate on its core constituency,
it focused more on development and governance, with its mani-
festolinking policy proposals to central government programmes
and positioning the campaign as a showcase of the PM’s record.
Inahighly centralised party, state elections are adjusted to serve
alarger narrative the central leadership wishes to project.

Forthe CPM, this was a consolidation and maintenance elec-
tion. Stung by its losses in 2019 and 2024 and unsettled by the
BJP’sgrowing popularity, it decided vote chasing was the optimal
strategy. It tried to be electorally attractive by pushingitsideology
tothebackground and foregrounding itsleader. However, adopt-
ing the position of the very party to which it assumes it has lost
its voters is not the best strategy. The CPM softened its stance on
the entry of women of all ages into the Sabarimala temple, organ-
ised eventslike the Global Ayyappa Conclave, and facilitated the
Maha Magha Mahotsavam, dubbed Kerala’s Kumbh Mela. This
reactive repositioningriskslegitimising and popularising the dis-
course the BJP is trying to mainstream. Comparative studies
show such shifts are unlikely to yield electoral gains.

Of all three coalition-makers, this election mattered most to
Congress. A third straightloss would have led to cadre disillusion-
ment, may have fragmented the UDF, and dented Congress’s
image as the national alternative. This might have created more
room for the NDA to consolidate anti-Left and disaffected anti-
Congress votes. Unlike the CPM, Congress adopted amobilising
strategy and avoided overreaching. Itslocal unit appeared to have
greater autonomy than the BJP. It maintained its traditional posi-
tion of accommodation, working to retain support amongits core
constituencies, the minority communities, and emphasising a
pragmatic economic policy. More importantly, it did not attempt
to either dilute or reinforce its conservative positions.

In a federal system, empowering local party units may be a
more suitable strategy, as it gives the organisation flexibility. Ke-
rala’s Congress unit has enjoyed and fiercely defended this au-
tonomy, which is arguably its most potent asset and a structural
obstacle to the unravelling of Kerala’s closed party system.

I MAGINE A glass filled to the brim with water, where asingle

The writer is with the Department of Political Science,
University of Hyderabad. Views are personal
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AkaliDal crisis

DEVELOPMENTS IN the crisis-ridden Akali
Dal following police action in the Golden
Temple have taken a new turn with alarge

== for some unknown destination in Himachal
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Pradesh. The dissident Akali leaders, Par-
kash Singh Badal, G S Tohra, former SGPC
president, and Amrinder Singh, released a
list of 29 party legislators who have con-
demned the police action.

' KhaledaZia reappears

THE MYSTERY which shrouded the “disap-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

pearance” of opposition leader Khaleda Zia,
ended on the fifth day when she re-
appeared at the Dhaka district bar library.
She said she had been detained by police
and was kept in an “unknown place” near
Savar, 15 miles from Dhaka. This contra-
dicted the government's continuous denial
that she had been arrested. The BNP chief
disappeared while she was returning froma
rally in Jamalpur.

Afghanleader Karmalresigns

BABRAK KARMAL was relieved as the
Afghan ruling party leader. Karmal, who
came to power in December 1979, resigned

health grounds, Tass reported from Kabul,
quoting the Bakhtar news agency.

Bus accidentkills 44

ALTOGETHER 44 persons, including 27
men, 13 women and four children, were
killed near Kheel, about 40 km from Itana-
gar, according to official sources. Theill-
fated Arunachal Pradesh State Transport
busin which they were travelling fell intoa
deep gorge while negotiating a difficult
curve on the high-altitude road. Sixty-three
others were admitted to Ramakrishna
Mission and Naharlagun general hospitals.
The condition of eight was serious.
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Opposition should go back to drawing
board, reimagine politics, rewire

: %

PN
DESHKAAL
YOGENDRA YADAV

T IS a moment of reckoning for the
democratic Opposition. A moment
to reflect. A moment to face some
harsh truths. Amoment to ask some
hard questions.

Let there be no doubt about it: The win-
dow of opportunity offered by the stunning
outcome of the Lok Sabha elections two
years ago, ever narrowing since then, is
firmly shut now. The conquest of Bengalisa
leap forward in the BJP’s quest for total
power. Itisalsoaleap backwards in whatever
remains of electoral integrity in contempor-
ary India. Unless the Opposition goes back
tothe drawingboard to reimagineits politics,
reviseitsstrategy and rewireitselection ma-
chine, democratic competition is all but
dead. Unless someone or something stepsin
to rebalance the electoral playing field and
restore a semblance of fairness, elections
may no longer be the arena for the articula-
tion of popular will. And that isbad news, not
just for the Opposition but also for the rulers.

Let the outcomes in Kerala and Tamil
Nadu notdistract us from thisstark truth. All
that hashappenedin Keralais a resumption
of a deferred oscillation in power. The rou-
tine desire for change and an accumulated
unease with the LDF government finally
caught up with it. The UDF was the natural
beneficiary, with some arrears for the de-
layed transition added toits victory margin.
The Opposition may take solace in the fact
that the BJPhas notexpanded its vote share,
but such consolation tends to be temporary
in the face of the ruling juggernaut. If any-
thing, the UDF’s over-dependence on mi-
nority votes should worry it in the long run.

Dramatic and awe-inspiring as the suc-
cess of Vijay’s TVK in Tamil Naduis, itisno
model to be replicated elsewhere. The
DMK’s dominance, with the attendant hu-

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

SConabortion

A HUMANE abortion law must
begin by trusting the person
whose body, future, and dignity
are most directly at stake (‘On
abortion, SC places the woman at
the centre’, IE, May 4). The
Supreme Court’s approach rightly
movestheissue beyond medical
paternalism and moral panic, es-
pecially for minors and survivors
of sexual violence. Yet judicial
compassion cannot substitute for
aclear statutory framework. Ges-
tational limits, doctors’ discretion
and fear of criminal liability still
make timely care uncertain, un-
even and often traumatic. Parlia-
ment should revise the MTPlaw to
make informed consent the rule,
medical oversight the safeguard,
and delay the exception.

Veda Chidanand, Bengaluru

Ethanol push

INCREASING ETHANOL blend-
ing canreduce dependence onim-
ported crude oil, lower emissions,
and support farmers by creating
new demand for crops (“The next
fuel shift: More ethanolin the
tank’, IE, May 4). However, con-
cernsregarding engine compati-
bility, infrastructure readiness,
and water-intensive crop produc-
tion must be addressed. A
balanced approach is essential to
ensure that environmental bene-
fitsare not offset by agricultural or
economic challenges. The govern-
ment must focus oninnovation,
proper regulation, and awareness.
Vaibhav Kochar, Ludhiana

INDIA’'S ETHANOL push is sen-
sible insurance against oil
shocks, but must not become
another subsidy-driven shortcut
(“The next fuel shift: More etha-
nolin the tank’, IE, May 4). Flex-
fuel vehicles and dedicated
pumps can widen consumer
choice, while cheaper domestic
blends may ease pressure on oil
companies and imports. Yet the
policy’s credibility will rest on
engineering readiness, transpar-
ent pricing and feedstock disci-
pline. Engines, warranties and
corrosion standards must be
settled before motorists are made
testers. The real opportunity lies
in resilient crops, waste-based
alcohol and predictable taxation.
Babu Crishna, Bengaluru
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brisand complacency, created aneed foran
alternative. The ever-crumbling and rebuilt
AIADMK did not fit the bill, also as it was
seen to be a franchise for the BJP, which
went against the political culture of the
state. The vacuum had to be filled by some-
one who fitted into Dravidian ideology but
differed from the DMK’s political model.
Following the well-trodden path laid down
by MGR, a film star offered a charming and
fresh alternative. Itisimportant tonote that
while Vijay framed the DMK as the “political
opponent”, he identified the BJP as an
“ideological opponent”, declaring himself
tobe a follower of Periyar, Kamarajand Am-
bedkar. Such aspaceis unique to this state.

Let the Opposition not hide be-
hind any pretexts in Assam. True,
the BJP had used the EC to gerry-
mander the constituency bound-
aries in a communal pattern to its
advantage at an unprecedented
scale in India's electoral history.
The BJP awarded itself about 10
seatsbefore any vote was cast. Also,
the Assam CM unleashed brazen
communal hatred against the
“miyan” community while the EC

The outcome was not a simple
reflection of popular will. The
BJP’s victory was curated by
the central government and
the EC. The BJP wasin
shambles in Bengal after the
setbackin 2024 and was in no
shape to take on the TMC

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

and the SC watched. Yet that does not take
away from the fact that the Opposition did
notshow any political will to take on the rul-
ing party. The BJP government, especially
the CM, was mired in charges of corruption.
Zubeen Garg’s death was a raw emotional
issue that went against the government. Yet
the Opposition never looked like it had got
itsacttogether. It was a textbook case of how
tolose an election.

The Opposition in Bengal did not suffer
these frailties. No one could accuse Mamata
Banerjee of givinga walkover tothe BJP.She
had a strategy, the stamina and the system
totake on the BJP’s steamroller. Yes, the Op-
position was not united, but it worked to her
advantage to have the Left contest
separately. Congress damaged the
TMC only marginally. Bengal thus
was atest case forthe Opposition, a
state every Opposition leader must
have watched with trepidation.

Let’snotbeat around the bush:
Such a massive reversal in electo-
ral fortunes could not have hap-
pened without significant “anti-in-
cumbency”, a euphemism for
popular unease and unhappiness

machine

with the government, that remained under-
estimated. People’s anger was not so much
against Banerjee herself as against herlocal
leaders and the quality of governance the
people received. True, similar and worse
levels of governance went unpunished in
other states, but the BJP and itsloyal media
had something to pounce upon. The Op-
position must honestly introspect on its
own governance record — not just in West
Bengal but also in Punjab, Karnataka, Te-
langana and Himachal — before it draws
any plans for national politics.

Finally, let us acknowledge the most un-
settling truth of the West Bengal elections.
The outcome was not a simple reflection of
popular will. The BJP’s victory in the state
was curated by the central government and
the EC. The BJP was in shambles in Bengal
afterthe setbackin 2024 and wasinnoshape
totake onthe TMC. The central government
and the pro-BJP media propped it up. The
Centre choked the West Bengal government
of resources, shutting down programmes
like MGNREGS and PM Awas Yojna. The ECI
watched asthe BJPlaunched avicious com-
munal campaign, more effective in Bengal
than in Assam. Above all, unlike any other
state, the EC took extraordinary steps to de-
lete 27 1akh names (of the total 90 lakh dele-
tions) of those who had filled enumeration
forms and submitted their citizenship docu-
ments. Every independent investigation
showsthese deletions tobe wrongful and tar-
geted. These deletions amount to 4.3 per
cent of the votes cast in the state. The BJP’s
lead over the TMC is 4.6 per cent. The ques-
tion is inescapable: If these 27 lakh persons
were allowed to vote, how would it have af-
fected the outcome?

Thatisthe hard question that the Opposi-
tion must face together: Have Indian elec-
tions fallen below the minimum acceptable
threshold of electoral integrity? How can the
Opposition refuse tolegitimise curated elec-
tion results without seeming to run away
from the battleground? When and where
doesthe Opposition draw theline, if not now,
if not after West Bengal?

The writer is member, Swaraj India, and national
convenor, Bharat Jodo Abhiyaan.
Views are personal

A R VENKATACHALAPATHY

THE DMK, which, according to many poll-
sters, was set to win comfortably, if not by
itself, but at least with the support of its ad-
mittedly grumpy alliance partners, has
barely pipped the AIADMK to the second
position. Chief Minister M K Stalin has lost
his pocket borough of Kolathur. A lone
exit-poll pundit who predicted a TVK vic-
tory was mocked by all-knowing political
analysts. Even though technically it is a
hung assembly, it isnothing but a tsunami
in favour of C Joseph Vijay and his fledg-
ling party. What explains this shocker, and
how did political analysts and academics
miss this phenomenon?

Riding on a slew of welfare measures
and the momentum of three consecutive
electoral victories, the DMK clearly misread
the depth of the anti-incumbency senti-
ment. The unseemly hurry to anoint Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin as heir apparent fuelled
charges of dynastic politics. The resent-
ment of government employees, extensive
use of outsourcing to constrict tenured em-
ployment, the ham-handed handling of
unionisation efforts, and the unsustainable
exploitation of natural resources such as
river sand may all have come to a
boil now. More proximate causes
would include the less-than-
smooth negotiations with alliance
partners resentful of its big-
brother attitude. Yet, the DMK’s
vote share sits almost level with
the TVK. This is less a rejection
than a finely balanced contest
where a slender shift in votes has

Could 2026 be the inflexion
point in the history of the
Dravidian movement? After
nearly 60 years, a Dravidian
party will not be forming a
government in Tamil Nadu

produced a dramatic electoral outcome.

If this was the state of the ruling alliance,
the AIADMK hardly covered itself with glory.
For most of the five years in Opposition, Ed-
appadi K Palaniswami exhausted his
energies gaining control of his party and
keeping an ever-ambitious BJP in check
rather than calling out the ruling party.

Unlike his predecessor Rajinikanth,
who harboured similar dreams, age and
time are on Vijay’s side. It could be argued
that the DMK shielded Udhayanidhi in this
election campaign, fearing a walkover.
Pushing 50, but still sprightly, Vijay has en-
viable charisma that has captured the im-
agination of a cross-section of people, cut-
ting across caste, class and religion.
Evidently, he has capitalised on an amotr-
phous desire for change in the electorate,
who saw an alternative to Dravidian
parties for the first time in decades.
Though the final margin appears tobe not
more than a few percentage points, the
TVK has inflicted severe damage on the
DMK. Even the citadel of Chennai, which
has weathered many an anti-DMK storm,
has fallen to Vijay’s battering ram.

Could 2026 be the inflexion
pointin the history of the Dravidian
movement? After nearly 60 years,
a Dravidian party will not be form-
ing a government in Tamil Nadu.
What will be the future of “the
Dravidian model” thatexplainsthe
staggering growth of the state on all
development parameters? If the
DMK claimed all the credit for this

In Tamil Nadu, bugle call
of the superstar-outsider

model, curiously, the AIADMK, which
helmed the state formore years thanitsrival,
disowned it. Vijay’s development pro-
gramme or ideological proclivities are un-
known; at best, all one can hope for is a be-
nign populism. What of the future of the
Dravidian movement? Will the DMK revive
itself? Given that age and health are not on
Stalin’s side, does Udhayanidhi Stalin have
it in him to lead the charge? Will there be a
churningwithin the DMK? Will the ATADMK
return to its roots, or will it let the BJP capi-
talise on the fall of the Dravidian Babylon?
These larger questions will have to wait.

For now, what will be the shape of the
new government? Even though the TVKis
shy of a majority, the vox populi is resound-
ing. Vijay remains nominally secular, mak-
ingiteasy for Congress (which, in any case,
played footsie with the TVK during seat ne-
gotiations) and other parties in the DMK-
led alliance, such as the communist
parties, and the DMDK (with the possible
exception of the Dalit party, Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi) to lend support.

A rank outsider, Vijay has a tough job at
hand. Atleast 100 greenhorn legislators are
set to enter the august assembly hall. Apart
from histrusted but untested lieutenants, he
will necessarily have to rely on experienced
administrative and police hands. The shoot-
ing floor is chaotic. But the director has
blown the whistle. The clapperboard has
clacked. Let the show begin.

The writer is co-editor of The Cambridge
Companion to Periyar

Bengalwin shows
demographic
anxieties cannot
beignored

RAKESH SINHA

HE WEST Bengal assembly results bear an un-
equivocal message from the state’s people against
appeasement politics. The Trinamool Congress
government not only practised Muslim appease-
ment, it also failed to address the anxieties of Hin-
dus about the state’s demographic transformation. The change
isaresult of agap in the fertility rates between the Hindus and
Muslims, as well as the influx of people from Bangladesh. Ma-
mata Banerjee, who once fought against Left coercion and won
the hearts of the people, lost sight of socio-economic realities
and slipped into vote-bank politics. The BJP, in contrast, ac-
knowledged the state’s realities and articulated its politics ac-
cordingly. Credit goes to Prime Minister Narendra Modi for giv-
ing direction to the party’s campaign in a state where it lacked
strong leadership as well as cadres. In the past, this prevented
the consolidation of votes in the party's favour. By leading the
campaign, Modi turned a disadvantage into an advantage.

In other states, the BJP has dismantled the tradition of one
or two state leaders being seen as faces of the party. Its success
rate has been more than expected. West Bengal is the latest
example of the strategy’s success.

The victory is special for the RSS fraternity in its centenary
year. Its founder, K B Hedgewar, was a part of the revolutionary
organisation, Anushilan Samiti, asa medicine student in Kolkata.
West Bengal has always been a priority area for the party. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, a prominent Hindu Mahasabha leader and
laterthe founder president of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, was from
West Bengal. Inthe 1952 Lok Sabha elections, Mookerjee and Dur-
gacharan Banerjee from the BJS emerged victorious, and the
party secured 5.6 per cent of the vote in the state assembly polls.
However, Mookerjee’s martyrdom, while he was endeavouring
to ensure the complete integration of J&K into the country;, cre-
ated aleadershipvoid. For decades, the BJS and its successor, the
BJP, remained only a symbolic force in West Bengal.

The abrogation of Article 370 was a tribute to both Mooker-
jee and his mother, Jogmaya Devi, who did not get any answer
to the question she asked then
prime minister Jawaharlal
Nehru about the controversial
death of her son.

Thedefeat ofthe Red-Green
ideological club is the comple-
tion of the political cycle that
began with the participation of
BJS candidates in the 1952 elec-
tions. The BJP’s vote share today
isalmost nine times what it was
inthe 1952 elections. The victory
gives immense psychological
satisfaction to the votaries of
Hindutva across the country. It
will become part of the RSS’s
centenary celebrations.

Bengal is the home of intellectual giants who made their
mark in the anti-imperialist movement. It came under a com-
munal cloud, particularly Muslim polarisation, instigated by
the viceroy Lord Curzon. The partition of Bengal in 1905 was
an attack on its identity. The Muslim League’s Direct Action
Day in 1946 led to the killing of innocent Hindus and left a ter-
rible memory in people’s minds. These wounds wouldn’t have
festered had the political class been alert to what had divided
the people in the past. Instead, they perpetuated Curzon’s pol-
icies for the sake of power.

Nosociety can remainimperviousto the challenges posed by
changing demographics. In A Dying Race, U N Muketji wrote,
“Canthefigures ofthelast Censusberegardedin any senseasthe
forerunner of an Islamic or Christian revival which will threaten
the citadel of Hinduism. Or will Hinduism hold its own in the fu-
ture asit has done through the long ages of the past?” He wasre-
ferringtothe 1901 Census. Butthe warningfellon deafearsin the
era of Mahatma Gandhi and the Nehrus. Post-Independence
politics also ignored demographic imbalance.

The BJP has successfully aroused the consciousness of the
Hindus. In the 2016 elections to the West Bengal Assembly, it se-
cured 10.3 per cent of the vote, which increased threefold in 2021.
Now it has more than 45 per cent of the vote.

Modi symbolises two things. One, he is a guilt-free votary of
anti-appeasement politics and can strike a chord with common
people. This is also a message to the intellectual class of the
country that they remain disconnected from the psychology and
aspirations of the people. Two, Modi symbolises time-bound and
target-oriented development. He has lifted the country’s devel-
opment process from the complexities of ideologies.

The people of Bengal have expressed their aspirations for
better governance and the reversal of pre-Partition politics. They
have sent a strong message to parties — anti-Hindutva politics
hasno future.

The writer is a former Rajya Sabha member from the BJP
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AKHIL RANJAN DUTTA

WITH THE BJP’s hat-trick in Assam, the
state has consolidated its position as an en-
during fortress of Hindutva. The BJP-led al-
liance has relied on long-term, deeply em-
bedded strategies spanning civilisational,
infrastructural and aspirational narratives.
Central to this is the party’s “rainbow al-
liance”, which continues to co-opt diverse
ethnic communities through targeted, com-
munity-specific initiatives.

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has
played a pivotal role in this consolidation. He
has demonstrated a keen understanding of
Assam’sgeographical constraints and its his-
torical and cultural aspirations, linking these

Behind Assam hat-trick, ideology, incentives, strategy

effectively to the ideological core of Hin-
dutva and a market-driven political econ-
omy. He has also managed a complex politi-
cal terrain marked by discontent among
Assamese nationalists over the unresolved
National Register of Citizens and the imple-
mentation of the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019. The decade-longgrassroots expan-
sion of the Sangh Parivar across socio-cul-
tural and developmental spheres has further
strengthened the BJP’s position. Atthe same
time, afragmented Opposition, last-minute
defections of Congressleaders, and an over-
reliance on civil society to broker alliances
weakened any credible challenge.

The Sarma government has pursued its
civilisational agenda with clarity, often tar-
geting minority Muslims asencroachersand
threats to indigenous culture. The 2023 de-
limitation exercise formed a key part of this

strategy. It increased SC and ST consti-
tuencies while significantly benefiting Bo-
doland, where the number of seatsrose from
11to15. At the same time, delimitation was
strategically executed in Muslim-majority
districts such as Barpeta, Darrang, Dhubri,
Goalpara, Karimganj, and Hailakandi.

The BJPhas complemented itsideologi-
cal position with expansive welfare and de-
velopment initiatives. It hasrolled outawide
range of subsidy-based and entrepreneurial
schemes such as Nijut Moina and Nijut
Babu. These schemes help soften ideological

The BJP has complemented its
ideological positioning with
expansive welfare and
development initiatives

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

boundaries and broaden electoral appeal.
Women have been a central focus of the
BJP’s outreach. The Orunodoi scheme,
underwhich around 401akh women receive
Rs 1,250 monthly, has been particularly sig-
nificant. In March, beneficiaries received a
consolidated Rs 9,000 payment covering
four months of assistance along with aBihu
bonus — an intervention that likely had a
tangible electoral impact. The promise to
raise this assistance to Rs 3,000 and extend
coverage to 15 lakh more households rein-
forces the party’s welfare plank.
Coordination between the state and the
Centre hasalsobolstered public perception.
Assamr’s decision to constitute the Eighth Pay
Commission for state employees — the first
in India — signals administrative respon-
siveness. Meanwhile, infrastructure expan-
sion under programmes like Bharatmala

and Asom Mala has improved connectivity
and stimulated rural economies in districts
such as Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, and Majuli.
The BJPhasalso paid careful attention to
community-specificinterventions, particu-
larly among tea tribes. Land entitlement in-
itiatives and enhanced political representa-
tion at both state and national levels have
helped consolidateitsbasein Upper Assam.
The BJP-led alliance’s victory in Assam
reflects a calibrated strategy that blends re-
ligious polarisation with welfare delivery and
infrastructure development. By sustaining
aspirations across social groups while inte-
grating diverse ethnic and tribal commu-
nitiesintoits fold, the party hastranslated its
political approach into electoral dominance.

The writer teaches Political Science at
Gauhati University
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CONGRESS THANKS KERALA FOR ITS WIN, EXPRESSES DISAPPOINTMENT AT OTHER RESULTS

3 key CMs out, Opp bloc shrinks,

ManojCG
New Delhi, MAY 4

THE CONGRESS cancelled a
press conference scheduled for
Monday evening, with leaders
such asRahul Gandhi, Mallikar-
jun Kharge and Jairam Ramesh
choosing to take to social media
to thank the people of Kerala for
its victory in the state, while ad-
mitting disappointment over
the election results elsewhere.

The posts on X summed up
the day for the Opposition, with
the Congress’s return in Kerala
barely offsetting theloss of three
big names across three states —
leaving the INDIA bloc staring
down the barrel, struggling to
navigate a political landscape
characterized by intense voter
polarisation even as its leaders
battle a credibility crisis.

Mamata Banerjee and MK
Stalin, two of the most vocifer-
ous Opposition voices, were
toppled by the BJP and Vijay’s
TVK in West Bengal and Tamil
Nadu, respectively. While the
victory in Kerala was arespite for
the Congress, it was at the ex-
pense of another towering Op-
position figure, Pinarayi Vijayan.
The fact that it now has no
counterweight within the INDIA
bloc — a victorious Mamata
would have again demanded
that the Congress hand over the
leadership mantle — may de-
light some Congress hearts. But
they will be few and far between,
with the Pyrrhic nature of thisre-
lief hard to ignore under the
BJP’s yawning shadow.

The BJP conquered Bengal,
its last frontier in the East, after
Odishain 2024, and didn’t just
retain Assam, butalsoincreased

Counting of votes at the Netaji Indoor Stadium in Kolkata on Monday. parTHA PAUL

its seats in the state. The wins
come on the heels of BJP vic-
toriesin Maharashtra, Delhi, Ha-
ryana and Bihar over the past
twoyears, and the party now has
17 CMs — resembling an era
when Congress had complete
electoral hegemony — with ab-
solutedominancejustnotinthe

The non-BJP parties

that it lost Monday, the Opposi-
tion held 69 of 81 Lok Sabha
seats.

But the defeat of Mamata
and Stalin goes beyond that, as
they punched much above their
weightin numbersat the Centre.
Led by them, their parties took
on the Modi government on is-

East, but also the Hindi sues ranging from fed-

heartland in the North, eral infringement to fis-

and the West. cal autonomy, with
®

now rule just six states
and the Union Territory
of J&K. And three of these states
— Karnataka, Telangana and
Kerala — are in the South, con-
fining the Congress, the main
Opposition,asaforceinonlythe
region, in a way. The states
which are with the Oppositionin
the North now — Jharkhand,
Punjab and Himachal Pradesh
— apart from J&K, together ac-
count for 37 seats, or about 7% of
the total, in the Lok Sabha. In
Tamil Nadu and Bengal alone

Security forces to stay
back amid post-poll
violence fears in Bengal

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, May 4

WITH POST-poll violence a re-
current feature of West Bengal’s
electoral cycle, security forces
deployed for the Assembly elec-
tions have been asked to stay
back for an extended period to
prevent any breakdown of law
and order. Followingalandslide
victory in which the BJP has
crossed the 200-seat mark, de-
feating the Trinamool Congress
(TMC), the party leadership is
learnt to have instructed its
cadres to maintain restraint.
“The forces that have been
stationed in the state will remain
there for a few days. It is impor-
tant to ensure the law and order
is not disrupted by either the
TMC or the BJP workers. There
is a culture in Bengal to target
rival cadres, and even sup-
porters, after elections,” asecur-
ity establishment officer said,
adding while the strength of de-
ployment would be gradually re-
duced, “a sizeable force will re-

main in state for next few weeks
to ensure political targeting of
opponents does not take place”.

Accordingtosources, evenas
the BJP leadership has issued
appeals for calm, local policeand
Central forces have been asked
tostayonalert. “The TMCisun-
likely to create trouble as they
have been decisively defeated.
However, thereis fear that some
BJP cadres may engage in trium-
phant violence. The BJP cadres
have not been imported from
outside. They are groomed in
the same culture of violent elec-
toral dynamics of the state.
While it would be difficulttocre-
ate mischiefin urban areas, it is
not easy to maintain compre-
hensive vigil of rural areas,”
another officer said.

Thescale of deployment was
unprecedented. The EC had
sent more than 2.5 lakh person-
nel from (CAPFs) to the state —
asignificant commitmentgiven
that the total strength of CAPFs
isjust over 9 lakh, with roughly
athird engaged inborder duties.

Vijayan too weighing in
onissues.

Their shrunken stat-
ure follows on theback of fading
of other non-BJP regional sa-
trapsinrecent years. IfNCP (SP)
chiefSharad Pawar and the Shiv
Sena (UBT)’sUddhav Thackeray
have been battered by splits in
their party, with the rival factions
aligning with the BJP, the SP’s
Akhilesh Yadav, the RJD’s Te-
jashwi Yadav and AAP’s Arvind
Kejriwal are struggling after re-
peated electoral setbacks. This
leaves the Opposition with very

Central forces guard Nabanna as Chief

few credible faces who can rally
parties and articulate the Op-
position voice. BJD’s Naveen
Patnaik, who could have been
onesuch voice, has proved time
and again that he is more com-
fortable sitting on the fence.
JD(U)’sNitish Kumar, mean-
while, is well and truly en-
sconced in the NDA camp now.
The Opposition seems to be
struggling even on issues to
frame its narrative around. The
ones it has variously latched on
to — from the contentious SIR
exercise to the fear of infringe-
ment of federal principles, to a
pushback against BJP-style na-
tionalism, to “misuse” of Central
agencies by the Modi govern-
ment-don’t seem tobe resonat-
ing on the ground. In fact, hav-
ingreduced the BJPto240 seats
in Lok Sabha, largely on account
of fears that a dominant Centre
would tinker with the Constitu-
tion — which the Opposition
identified and amplified — the

latter has struggled to come up
with amessage that is as potent.
The Congress could stilllook
at Kerala for a silver lining, but
the slide of the Left, which has
been the Congress’s ideological
journeyman lately, continues.
With the loss in Kerala, the Left
does not have a single CM in
India for the first time since 1977.
The next worry for the Op-
position is not too far away, with
two of the states ruled by it, Pun-
jaband Himachal, goingto polls
next year. The AAP will struggle
to hold on in Punjab after re-
peated battering, the latest just
last week, with seven of its Rajya
Sabha MPs - six of them from
Punjab —desertingthe AAPand
merging with the BJP. In Hima-
chal, the Congress government
has been struggling against de-
pleted finances and an adminis-
tration seen as floundering. The
other five stateswhich gotopolls
nextyear-UP, Goa, Gujarat, Ma-
nipur and Uttarakhand - are
anyway with the BJP now.
Another problem the INDIA
bloc faces are the strains within,
which the electoral losses will ex-
acerbate. The Congress national
leadership has been partial to-
wards Vijay, and if the party de-
cides to lend the TVK support,
the Congress’s alliance with the
DMK will suffer a rupture.
Their relationship has been
showing friction forawhile now,
with Rahul Gandhi and Stalin,
once quite warm towards each
other, not sharing the stage. Itis
well-known that Gandhi had
been open to exploring a seat-
sharing pact with Vijay, but that
Congress president Kharge and
the TN leadership had joined
hands to stall it.

next worry — Pu] ab, Himachal

Secy orders no flles are to be removed

AtriMitra
Kolkata, May 4

WESTBENGAL ChiefSecretary
Dushyant Nariala on Monday
afternoon ordered all depart-
ment secretaries not to remove
or take away any “important file
or paper” from the state secre-
tariat Nabanna or other statead-
ministration offices in Kolkata.
The circular was issued
around 3 pm as soon as it be-
came clear that the BJP was
coming to power with a land-
slide victory, ending the TMC’s
15-year-long rule in the state.
“All Departmental Secre-
taries and Heads of Offices are
requested to ensure that no im-
portant paper or any file is re-
moved/damaged, or otherwise
taken out from the offices. No
unauthorised copying/scanning
shall be permitted. Further, all
files/important papers/com-
munication shall be properly ac-
counted for,” the order read.
Warning of strictaction, the
order said, “The Head of De-
partments and Departmental
Secretaries shall personally en-

' sure that this is followed in
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Central forces personnel guard Nabanna, the West Bengal
secretariat, on Monday afternoon. PARTHA PAUL

letter and spirit. Personal re-
sponsibility shall be fixed for
any instance of deviation.”

Soon after the order was cir-
culated and emailed toall the de-
partments, Central forces were
deployed outside the state secre-
tariat Nabanna, as well as other
secretariat officesin Bikash Bha-
van, Jalasampad Bhavan, New
Secretariat buildings, and other
important installations of the
state administration.

A senior police officer told
TheIndian Expressthat the cir-

cular was issued by the chief
secretary on the orders of Gov-
ernor R N Ravi.

“The Governor asked the
chief secretary to ensure all files
and documents of the govern-
ment are secured. Soon after
that, the chief secretary issued
the circular and ordered the de-
ployment of Central forces at all
government offices. In all gov-
ernment offices, security per-
sonnel are frisking all govern-
ment employees who are going
back home after their duties.

AS superstar-turned-politician Vijay steals show
in TN, alook atkey debutsm states —MGRtoNTR

AnjishnuDas
New Delhi, May 4

AS SUPERSTAR-turned-politi-
cian Vijay’s TVK makes a stun-
ning debut in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly polls — surging to-
wards a win with leads in 107
seats, just short of the 118-seat
majority in the 234-member
House - it unsettled the state’s
political landscape centred on
Dravidian ideology. However,
history shows that the electoral
debuts of partiesin states across
the country have rarely been
smooth sailing.

An analysis of 38 parties’ de-
buts in the Assembly polls, 13 in
Tamil Nadu and 25 in other
states, showsthat only ahandful
of parties have found success in
their first bid, and fewer have
beenabletoconvertitintoalong-
standing political presence.

Tamil Nadu debuts

Vijay’s entry to the Tamil
Nadu fray is the continuation of
an established tradition in the
state — of film industry giants

lookingto convert their popular-
ityintopolitical influence. While
the incumbent DMK’s founder
CN Annadurai and its five-time
chief minister M Karunanidhi,
and the Opposition AIADMK’s
founder M G Ramachandran,
the actor-turned-politician
popularly known as MGR, and
six-term CM J Jayalalithaa are
amongthe successstories, many
actor-led parties have failed to
make animpact in the past.

For instance, in 2005, actor
‘Captain’ Vijayakanth launched
the DMDK and contested 232
seats in 2006. At the time, Vi-
jayakanth was also viewed as a
“disruptor”, but could win just 1
seat — his own seat Vridhacha-
lam with a 40.4% vote share.
However, his party fell flat, se-
curing just 8.38% of the vote
share across the state.

Since its debut, the DMDK
has seen its vote share continu-
ouslydwindle, toaslowas 043%
in 2021 even as it remained a
much sought after ally.

Another notable films-to-
politics shift was made by actor

TVK supporters celebrate as
party chief Vijay leads in vote
counting for TN Assembly poll
results, in Chennai, Monday.pi

Kamal Haasan, who launched
the MNM in2018. But contesting
180seatsin2021, the MNM failed
tomake a dent, drawing a blank
and securing2.62% of the overall
vote share.

Though the NTK does not
have its roots in the film indus-
try, it was launched in 1958 by
Dina Thanthi newspaper
founder S P Adithanar and is
now headed by actor-politician

Seeman. In its debut election in
1962, the party contested 16 seats
but failed towin any.

It had secured a state-wide
vote share of 0.93%, or 12.56%in
justthel6seatsit contested. Just
years later, the party was dis-
banded, and only revived by
Seeman in 2010. In the revived
NTK’sdebut pollin 2016, itagain
failed to win any of the 231 seats
it contested, securing just 1.06%
of the overall vote share.

Of the 13 Tamil Nadu electo-
ral debuts analysed, just five
parties managed to win any
seats. Though the AIADMK con-
tested its first election in 1977, as
abreakaway faction of the DMK.
The AIADMK contested 200
seats, winning 130 and securing
a 35.36% en route to forming its
firstgovernment —makingitthe
most successful debut in Tamil
Nadu till then.

However, going by strike
rates (or the share of winning
seatsamongtotal contested), the
G K Moopanar-founded Tamil
Maanila Congress (M), also
notched a hugely successful

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

electoral debut in 1996.

Ahead of the 1996 Assembly
polls, unhappy with the Con-
gress’s decision to ally with the
ATADMK, Moopanar split from
the party and allied his new out-
fit with the DMK. Contesting 40
seats as a DMK ally, Moopanar’s
party won 39 seats for a 97.5%
strike rate. While the party se-
cured 9.3% of the state-wide vote
share, it received a remarkable
55.21% share of the total votesin
its40 seats.

Debutsinother states

Among 25 selected parties
that have made their Assembly
election debuts since the 1980s
-ranging from the actor-turned-
politician N T Rama Rao or
NTR's Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) in 1983 to political strat-
egist Prashant Kishor’s Jan Su-
raaj Party in 2025 - 11 were in-
volved in  government
formation after their debuts, all
but two parties managed to win
at least one seat, and 11 parties
won at least one-third of the
seats they contested.

‘Congress in Kerala has
» stayed united and it will
be on choice of CM too’

CONGRESS LOK Sabha
member from Thiruvanantha-
puram Shashi Tharoor spoke
to Nidheesh M K hours after
the United Democratic Front’s
historic victory in the Kerala
Assembly elections. He spoke
onthedelay in namingthe next
chief minister, Kerala’s fiscal
crisis, and what the mandate
means for the INDIA bloc.
Edited excerpts of an interview:

People of Kerala want to
know who is goingtobe
their next chief minister.
What’s the delay?

The factisthat Congress has
such an abundance of talent in
Kerala — so many people with
the experience, the seniority,
the years in politics to be a
credible CM contender — that
no one can give you a simple
answer. What’ll happen, I have
no doubt, is that very quickly
we will see party headquarters
consulting with the elected
MLAs — maybe as early as to-
morrow. Once they’ve got their
feedback, they’ll make a deci-
sionwith the high commandin
Delhi. It'll come pretty quickly.

How long will this take?
Two days? A week?

The message is very clear
that we don’t want to drag this
outinanunseemly way. Thein-
tention is to get this done fairly
quickly. The problem is exactly
what you described — there are
SO many aspirants...

The party will always have
totake various factorsinto con-
sideration. Whatever they de-
cide; I hope they’ll be able to
speak towhoever doesn't make
it in ways that keep them on
board. What’s very impressive
about Congress in this election
is the extent to which party
unity was accomplished. Every
bypassed aspirant, every MP
who wanted to be an MLA —
theyrallied behind the selected
candidate and campaigned for
them. It was amazingevidence
of party unity, and I hope we’ll
see the same unity once the
decision on CM is made.

Nobody, including people
inside Congress, could
predict the enormity of
this victory. Why?
Satheesan would point out
that he predicted it — and he’s
right. Today's number is his-
toric, and beyond the expecta-
tions of the vast majority of ob-
servers. To get to 100 is a
miracle. When you give that
kind of vote to a party or coali-
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tion, what you’re saying is —
‘take the state and change it’.

Apart from Kerala, there
are not many positives for
Congress in other states. In
Tamil Nadu, your party
had turned down TVK’s
offer for an alliance and
now TVK s the single
largest party. Isn’tit
regrettable?

There’s no shame in having
remained a loyal ally to the
party you’ve been with for
many years. Having said that,
once government formation
comes up, there may be other
possibilities. TVK so far appears
to be somewhat short of a ma-
jority and will need allies. The
INDIA bloc parties are there —
Congress has five seats, [IUML
has two, CPI has two. There are
numbers available that could
be discussed.

Governments being voted
out...Doyousee abroader
trend?

The last elections were just
after COVID. After COVID,
there was a need for reassur-
ance — people wanted stability,
not change. Today, that is ab-
sent. People havelooked at this
government’s functioning on
itsown terms, and very clearly
found it wanting.

There’s always been a
whisper campaign that if UDF
comes to powetr, it will be at the
mercy of vested interests, mi-
nority community organisa-
tions; all sorts of community
pressures.

Look at a situation anal-
ogous to the BJP in Delhi —
where the central party in the
coalition is so overwhelmingly
strong that the allies are not in
aposition todictate terms. Can
any ally dictate terms to the
Congress with the numbers
Congress has today? You need

71. Congress’s numbers are
strong enough that it can carry
the day on pretty much any pol-
icy initiative it considersimpor-
tant. Theimplication that we’re
going to be held to ransom by
anybody doesn’t hold up
against the real mathematics.

What about Kerala's fiscal
situation? Will thatbe the
defining challenge?

Getting on top of the fiscal
crisis is going to be a major pri-
ority. This is a state currently
surviving only on liquor excise,
remittances, and lotteries. That
isnobasisto runagovernment.
By September they’re out of
money — borrowing to pay sal-
aries and bonuses. There hasto
bewhatIcalla1991 momentin
Kerala’seconomics. We need to
identify real sources of revenue
generation: bringing in invest-
ment, making genuine ease of
doing business a reality, trans-
forming how we approach
growth. And we mustdothatin
a way that generates jobs, be-
cause our young people are
fleeingto other statesand tothe
Gulf. Kerala has the highest
youth unemployment rate in
India after Kashmir. With all
the talent, the education, the
workforce — we should be ab-
solutely thriving,.

What changes do you see for
the INDIA bloc after today?
The wind and the sails we
have out of Kerala should carry
us forward, including towards
Punjab. Though BJP can also
say they’ve emerged from today
with a confidence boost, after
Bengal and Assam. And TVK —
Vijay might yet beinvited tojoin
the INDIA bloc. He’s not being
excluded. Today is too early for
apocalyptic conclusions. It
seems to have been a day from
which both the governmentand
the opposition can take heart.

First timein 5 decades: No
Left government in India
as Commumsts lose Kerala

ManojCG
New Delhi, May 4

IT IS a political plight gener-
ations of comrades have not
seen or experienced. With the
CPI(M)-led LDF suffering a de-
feat in Kerala, India will not
have a Communist chief min-
ister for the first time in five
decades.

The Left bloc was in power
in West Bengal from 1977 to
2011. It ruled Tripura from 1993
to 2018. And in Kerala, it re-
turned to power every five
years and convincingly broke
the trend in 2021.

While Mamata Banerjee
and the Trinamool Congress
ended the 34-year Guinness
record-worthy Left Front rule
in West Bengal in 2011, the 25-
year-old Left Front rule in
Tripura came to an end with
the BJP surprisingly decimat-
ingitin2018. The BJPrepeated
the feat in 2023.

The Pinarayi Vijayan-led
Left Democratic Front govern-
ment in Kerala, which came to
power in 2016, was the last Com-
munist outpost that crumbled
today. For the first time since
1977, there will be no Commu-
nist chief minister in India.

This will further erode the
Left bloc’s uncanny political
ability to intervene in national
politics. All these years, the
leaders of the CPM and CPI -
along with the RSP and For-
ward Bloc - ensured that the
Left bloc punched much above

UDF supporters celebrate during the result declaration day of
the Kerala Assembly elections, at Kochi, Kerala, on Monday. pri

its electoral heft in national
politics. Its political heft came
largely from the three states of
West Bengal, Kerala and
Tripura. The Left now has one
MP from these three states.

After reaching dizzying
heights in 2004, the Left has
been in a steady decline at the
national level since the 2009
Lok Sabha elections.

The collapse has been dra-
matic as its electoral footprint
shrank and shrank.

The four Left parties had
won 59 Lok Sabha seats in
2004, emerging as a major
political force, an alternative
voice and the architect of the
UPA I government. The CPM
alone had 43 MPs then. The
political discourse during the

UPA 1 from 2004 to 2009
largely centred around the Left
anditsinterventions, including
its objections to the Indo-US
civil nuclear deal and various
economic initiatives of the
Manmohan Singh govern-
ment. The Left finally with-
drew support to the UPA gov-
ernment in 2008.

Lok Sabha elections the
next year saw the Left slumping
to 24 seats. It crashed to 10 in
2014 and 5 in 2019. The CPM
and CPI have six MPs in Lok
Sabhanow. The CPI(ML) Liber-
ation has two MPs from Bihar.

Of the six CPM-CPI MPs,
four won with the help of the
DMK in Tamil Nadu and one
with the support of the Con-
gress in Rajasthan.
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Post-poll Plan

AS THE early trends
indicated the Congress-led
UDF would emerge victori-
ousinthe Kerala Assembly
polls, the party announced a
press conference atits Akbar
Road office at 5pm, tobe ad-
dressed by Congress’s com-
munication department
head Jairam Ramesh. But as
poll results of other states
started comingin, Ramesh
and other senior Congress
leaders were summoned by
party chief Mallikarjun
Kharge athisresidenceto
discussthe nextstepstobe
takenin Keralaand Tamil
Nadu, where the party is
mullinglending supportto
Vijay-led TVK. With Ramesh
attending Kharge’s meet,
the press conference had to
be cancelled.

Jhalmuri Treat

TO CELEBRATE its thump-
ingvictoryin West Bengal,
the BJP hasinvited party
supporterstoits Delhi head-
quarters for a ‘jhalmuri’
treat. Those in Bengal have
been asked tojoina ‘maach-
bhaat’ feast at the party of-
fice. The celebratory mood
was alsoreflected from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s traditional Bengali
attire —beige dhotiand
white kurta—which he
wore tothe BJP officeinthe
Capital. BJP’s Chandni
Chowk MP Praveen Khan-
delwal hasinvited
mediapersonstoa ‘jhalmuri
programme’ at his residence
inthe Capital on Tuesday.

UP discontinues
prepaid power
meters after
wide protests

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, May 4

THE UP government on Mon-
day announced to discontinue
the prepaid electricity meter
system in the state, saying all
smart meters will now function
as postpaid connections.

In a post on X, Energy Min-
ister A.K. Sharma outlined a
series of relief measures for
electricity consumers, saying,
“The consumeris God...In view
of the technical difficulties aris-
ing for electricity consumers
from smart/prepaid meters, an
important decision has been
taken today to provide them
significant relief.”

Sharmasaid monthly billing
will resume as earlier, with bills
for the 1st to 30th of each month
to be sent via SMS or WhatsApp
within 10 days. Consumers
have been asked to pay within
the stipulated time and ensure
their phone numbers are up-
dated to receive official com-
munications, he informed.

33 yrs on, Gujarat courtconvicts12in
arms landing casc¢ linked to Dawood

Aditi Raja
Vadodara, May 4

MORE THAN three decades
after Pakistan-linked arms
landing on Gujarat coast
helped facilitate the 1993 Mum-
bai serial blasts and other com-
munal discord across the
country, a TADA court in Jam-
nagar on Monday convicted 12
conspirators, establishing offi-
cial involvement of the Pakis-
tani marine and other military
officers in the smuggling oper-
ation tied to fugitives Dawood
Ibrahim and Tiger Memon.
The verdict, delivered by
Special Terrorist and Disruptive
Activities (Prevention) Act Judge
Robin P Mogera, brings partial
closure to a case registered in
July 1993 that involved a dec-
ades-longinvestigation and trial.
Also, the court acquitted 17
others accused in the case.
Judge Mogera pronounced
the long-awaited verdict in the
caseregistered on July 15,1993,

The convicts in police custody in Jamnagar on Monday. ExPRress

under multiple sections of the
TADA Act, the Indian Penal
Code, the Arms Act, and the Ex-
plosives Substances Act.

The convicted accused in-
clude Osman Umar Koreja Mo-
hammad Ali Mohammad alias
Mamdu, Harun Adam Sanghar
Vadher, Ahmed Ismail Oliya,
Arif Abdul Rehman alias Arif
Lambu Lakhani, Ifteqar Mo-

hammad Ahmad Yunus An-
sari, Mohammad Ayub Abdul
Kayyum Ansari alias Ayub
Taklo, Lakhman Hardas Ahir
Vasra, Mohammad Salim alis
Salim Kutta, Umarmiya alias
Mamumiya Ismailmiyan alis
Panjumiya Saiyyed Bukhari, Is-
tiyag Ahmad Mohammad
Yunus Ansari, and Kadir
Ahmad Amim Ahmed Shaikh.

Bihar bridge collapse: Govt seeks
Army & BRO help, orders probe

Santosh Singh
Patna, May 4

HOURS AFTER the collapse of
the Vikramshila bridge, Bihar
Chief Minister Samrat Choud-
hary Monday sought assistance
from the BRO and the Army to
rebuild it.

Aspanofthe Gangabridge —
which connects South Bihar to
the Kosi and Seemanchal re-
gions — collapsed, forcing traffic
to be diverted to the Munger-
Khagaria bridge over the Ganga.

Nawal Kishore Choudhary,
District Magistrate, Bhagalpur,
said the collapse occurred intwo
stages —initial structural failures
at bridge number 133 around
11.55pm, followed by atotal span
collapse at 1.07 am that split the
4.7-km bridge into two.

“No untoward incident was
reported as an alert had been
sounded. We have diverted Bha-
galpur traffic towards Munger
while traffic on the other side has
been diverted towards Khaga-
ria,” he said. Two engineers from
the Road Construction Depart-
ment have been suspended for
“ignoringred flags”,and a probe
hasbeen ordered.

Opened under the Rabri Devi
government in 2001, the4.7-km
bridge falls under the National
Highways wing of the Bihar

The partially damaged Vikramshila Setu in Bhagalpur on Monday. r1i

Road Construction Department
and the Bihar Rajya Pul Nirman
Nigam Limited. With repairs
likely to take a few months, and
aparallel four-lane bridge under
construction expected to be op-
erational only later this year,
buses and freight trucks will
have to take a longer route to
Jharkhand via North Bihar, Kosi
and Seemanchal.

Choudhary spoke to Union
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
seeking permission for the BRO
and the Army to take up recon-
struction. Meanwhile, Chan-
drashekhar Singh, chairman of
the Bihar Rajya Pul Nirman
Nigam Ltd, said the damaged
portion would be repaired
within three months.

“It could have been a major

Elgar Parishad case: HC
grants bail to Gadling

Omkar Gokhale
Mumbai, May 4

THE BOMBAY High Court
Monday granted bail to the El-
gaar Parishad case accused
Surendra Gadling, the only ac-
cused remaining in jail in the
case. Howevetr, heislikely to re-
main in custody at Taloja Cen-
tral prison, as he has not got
bail in the 2016 Surajgarh arson
case and his plea is pending in
the Supreme Court.

Adivision bench of Justices
Ajey S Gadkari and Kamal R
Khata granted bail to Gadling
on the grounds of his long in-

carceration of over eight years
and parity with other accused.
He was booked for various of-
fences, including those under
the UAPA.

Fourteen of the 16 accused
arrested in the Elgaar Parishad
case are already out of jail. One
of the accused, Father Stan
Swamy, died in custody in 2021.
Oneyear after his2019 arrestin
the Elgar Parishad case, Gad-
ling was picked up in the 2016
arson case from Gadchiroli.

While trial is yet to start in
Elgaar Parishad case, the court
has framed charges against
Gadling in arson case.

incidentasthereisahugetraffic
rush on the bridge but for alert-
ness of Bhagalpur district ad-
ministration. A span of the
bridge has been damaged and
cavedintheriverbutthe pillaris
completely safe,” he said.

He admitted that concerns
about the bridge’s safety had
been flagged earlier.

“We had received informa-
tion around a month ago about
some minor problem (cropping
up in the bridge). A team from
RCD and Pul Nirman Nigam
wassenttostudyand giveitsrec-
ommendations. We also sought
advice fromIIT Patna, and it was
found that both the pillars and
the bridge areintact, although a
false wall had been damaged,”
Singh said.

While Salim Kutta and Ma-
mumiya Panjumiya were sen-
tenced to seven years imprison-
ment, the remaining were
awarded a five-yearjail term. All
12 convicts were sent to judicial
custody after the verdict was pro-
nounced, special PP Gokani said.

Meanwhile, Dawood Ibra-
him, Tiger Memon (Ibrahim
Abdul Razak), Anees Ibrahim
Kaskar, Chota Shakeel, Anwar
Samba, whose last known loca-
tion was Karachi, are among
the 15 accused who have been
declared proclaimed fugitives
by the court under TADA Sec-
tion 8(3)(A) and are believed to
be in Pakistan and the UAE.

Aim of spreading
communal terror’

The case pertains to a "me-
ticulously planned conspi-
racy", which the prosecution
proved was "hatched at the
Dubai residence of fugitive
gangster Dawood Ibrahim" to
smuggle a large cache of

weapons and explosives, in-
cluding RDX, into India by sea,
with an "aim of spreading com-
munal terror" in the aftermath
of the demolition of the Babri
Masjid on December 6, 1992.
Special Public Prosecutor
Tushar Gokani said, "The pros-
ecution succeeded in proving
all the facts regarding how the
conspiracy was hatched at Da-
wood Ibrahim's residence in
Dubai and how it was executed
with the help of Pakistan. Dur-
ing the evidence in the case, it
came to light that officers of
Pakistan's Marine Security as
well as military officers were
alsoinvolved in the conspiracy
to transport the weapons.”
“The investigation carried
out by retired IPS officers PK Jha
(who passed away in 2008) and
Satish Verma, and current CBI
special director Manoj Shashid-
har, brought out chilling facts of
the case... All witnesses spokein
one voice to support the pros-
ecution's case,” Gokani added.

Bihar clericdeath in
Bareilly: Murder FIR
on wife’s complaint

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, May 4

DAYS AFTER the body of a 30-
year-old cleric, Tauseef Raza,
was found on the railway tracks
in Uttar Pradesh’s Bareilly, po-
lice said they havelodged an FIR
under sections of murder based
on a complaint by his wife.

In her complaint, Raza’s
wife, Tabassum Khatoon, al-
leged that some passengers in
his coach brutally assaulted
him and threw him from the
moving train, killing him, and
making it appear like an acci-
dent.

“We have registered the case
and have begun the investiga-
tion,” said Circle Officer, Gov-
ernment Railway Police, Anil
Kumar Verma.

Raza, whowas from Bihar’s
Kishanganj district, was an
imam atamosquein Siwan. He
had travelled to Bareilly to at-
tend the Urs.

According to police, the
complainant said that on April
26, after attending the festival,
her husband boarded a train
from Bareilly Junction to
Siwan. Around 9.45 pm, he
called her and said that some

| people in the train coach were

assaulting him without any rea-
son. He asked her to contact
someone known to them in
Bareilly and to inform the po-
lice. On hearing this, she
claimed to have switched on
the video call mode on her
phone and allegedly saw sev-
eral people brutally attacking
her husband, police added.
Soon after, her husband’s
phone was switched off.

In her complaint, Khatoon
claimed she kept trying to call
him but could not reach him,
after which she informed her
family about the incident. The
next morning, she claimed she
tried her husband’s phone
again and the call was
answered by police personnel,
whotold her that her husband’s
condition was critical.

Later, when her family
members contacted the police,
they were told that Raza had
died. Two family members
then travelled to Bareilly and
brought his body home for the
last rites.

Khatoon said her husband
was the family’s sole bread-
winner. She also claimed to have
recorded a30-second audioclip
and a2-minute S3-second video
call of the incident.

‘Reflective of caste bias™ SC quashes
bail conditions set by Odisha courts

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 4

THE SUPREME Court Monday
declared "null and void" bail
conditionsimposed by various
courts in Odisha that required
accused personsto clean police
stations. Terming such orders
"obnoxious" and reflective of
"caste bias," the top court
warned that such practices
bring abad name to the Indian
judiciary.

The apex court had taken
suo motu cognisance of news
reportsregardingbail ordersis-
sued against activists involved

in anti-mining protests. The re-
ports highlighted that the ac-
cused primarily belonged to
Dalit and Adivasi commu-
nities.

One specific order from the
Odisha HC, dated May 28, 2025,
directed an applicant to clean
the premises of the Kashipur
police station every morning
between 6 am and 9 am for two
months. Similar conditions
were found in seven other
orders from trial courts. "Such
conditions, far from advancing
the cause of justice, strike at the
dignity of the accused and pro-
ceed on the premise of guilt,

which is completely impermis-
sible in law," the bench ob-
served.

Addressing Odisha Advo-
cate General Pitambar Acharya,
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kant remarked, "Directing the
accused to clean the police sta-
tion for two months, thisshould
not be a condition a judiciary
should be imposing in 2026."

"There seems to be some
force in the reportage that no
such conditions are being im-
posed in cases where the ac-
cused are from the privileged
sections of society," the order
stated.
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at the North Tech Symposium 2026,

in Prayagraj on Monday. pTi

Op Sindoor biggest
example of hi-tech
warfare, says Rajnath

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 4

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh Monday said Operation
Sindoor served as an irrefutable
proofthat India not only under-
stands the evolving nature of
warfare, but is deploying tech-
nological advancements with
confidence.

Addressing the inaugural
session of the three-day North
Tech Symposium, organised by
theIndian Army’s Northernand
Central Commands and Society
of Indian Defence Manufac-
turers, in Prayagraj, Singh also
highlighted the criticality of sus-
tained focus on research and
cultivating the element of sur-
prise to stay future-ready in the
present era of intense techno-
logical revolution.

Lauding the defence forces
and the industry for thoroughly
analysing the evolving circum-
stances and ensuring India’s
preparedness, he said, “Oper-
ation Sindoor demonstrated

the valour and capabilities of
our defence forces to the world.
Cutting-edge  indigenous
equipment, including ad-
vanced missile systems such as
Akashteer, Akash missile sys-
tem, and BrahMos, was used
during the operation.”

He added, “It served as irre-
futable proof that we not only
understand the evolving nature
of warfare but are deploying
technological advancements
with unwavering confidence.”

On the rate of technological
change in modern-day warfare,
he said, “In the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, the nature of warfare
transformed from tanks and
missiles to game-changer
drones and sensors within a
span of merely three or four
years.” “Furthermore, things
thatare part of day-to-daylife are
turning into deadly weapons.
The pager attacks in Lebanon
and Syria have prompted areas-
sessment of modern warfare
methods. Insuchasituation, we
need to be prepared,” he added.

Man accused of killing
woman, her 4 children
shot in UP encounter

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, May 4

IN Adramatictwist tothe deaths
of four children and their
mother in Uttar Pradesh’s Am-
bedkar Nagar, police Monday
shot dead their 19-year-old
neighbour in an ‘encounter al-
leging he was behind their
murders. Police initially sus-
pected the mother, 35-year-old
Ghasia Khatoon, had allegedly
killed her children; her body was
found inadrain on Sunday after-
noon.

Police said during their in-
vestigation, they uncovered the
involvement of Khatoon’s
neighbour, Aamir, who was a
frequent visitor to their house.
Police added that Aamir had a
criminal record with cases reg-
istered against him for murder,
rape, and offences under the
Cow Slaughter Act. He had re-
portedly been released fromjail
around five months ago.

On Saturday, police found
the bodies of Khatoon’s four
minor children —aged 14,12, 10,
and 8 — on a bed inside their
locked home. They were sus-
pected tohave been drugged be-
forebeingbludgeoned todeath.

Initially, police suspected
that Khatoon was behind the
killings. They earlier said she
was in distress after she found
out on a trip to Saudi Arabia,
where her husband was work-

ing, that he had married a Pakis-
tani woman. But on Sunday
evening, police found her body
inadrain near her house.

Sources said police began
suspecting the involvement of
another person after Khatoon’s
post-mortem report indicated
that her death was caused by
ante-mortem injuries — she
had suffered a head injury, sus-
pected to have been inflicted by
ablunt object.

In the early hours of May 4,
police said they received in-
formation that the suspect
likely involved in the killings
was in Sudari Afzalpur village
and teams were dispatched to
the spot. When officers at-
tempted to apprehend him, po-
lice claimed the suspect alleg-
edly opened fire. Police fired
back in self-defence, injuring
the suspect. Two policemen —
asub-inspector and a constable
— also sustained injuries.

The three were immedi-
ately rushed to a hospital,
where the suspect, Aamir, was
declared dead on arrival.

Police claimed when they
searched the body, they found
yellow earrings and silver ank-
letsbelonging to Khatoonin his
pocket. SP, Ambedkar Nagar,
Prachi Singh said Aamir’s
name cropped up during
probe. She said the ornaments
recovered belonged to the de-
ceased woman.

e AICC TECH & DATA CELL CHIEF SAYS CONGRESS & OPPOSITION MUST DISCARD THE PAST AND EMBRACE FRESH IDEAS, FRESH PEOPLE, FRESH LEADERS, FRESH NARRATIVES, FRESH STYLES

‘Had Cong tied up with Vijay, we would have swept Tamil Nadu, won Puducherry’

THE CHAIRMAN ofthe All India
Congress Committee (AICC)’s
professional wing and technol-
ogy and data cell, Praveen
Chakravarty, had triggered a
controversy ahead of the Tamil
Nadu Assembly elections by stat-
ingthat the debt situation in the
DMK-ruled state was “alarming’.
He had then faced heat from
both the DMK, a key Congress
ally,aswell asasection of hisown
party. There was also abuzz that
he along with some other Con-
gress leaders had sought an al-
liance with superstar-turned-
politician Vijay’s TVK for the
elections while pitching for a
share in power. With Vijay script-
ing a stunning electoral debut
for the TVK which is poised to
clinch Tamil Nadu, Chakravarty
speaks to Manoj C G on a range
of issues related to the outcome
of the current round of the state
Assembly polls. Excerpts:

How do you see the
election results today?
Overall, I think there seems

to have been generally a mood
for change everywhere. Now
the mood for change has taken
different shapes and norms. In
some states it has gone to the
other alternative that was avail-
able. In states like Tamil Nadu,
ithas gonetoacompletely new
party. But the overall sense is
that there is amood for change
and just disenchantment with
the current political status quo.

BJP’s electoral juggernaut
seems to be unstoppable.
After limiting the BJP to
240 seatsin LSin 2024, the
Opposition somehow has
not been able to capitalise
on that. Ithas sincelost
polls in several states. Now,
BJPretained Assam and
conquered Bengal. How
demoralisingis this for the
Opposition as awhole?

I have been a very strident
advocate for change both within
political parties aswell asthe Op-
positionasawhole. And, it really
keeps coming down to that. Un-

less we change and are ready to
discard the past and embrace
fresh ideas, fresh people, fresh
leaders, fresh narratives, fresh
styles... (But) we are constantly
beingheld backby our past. And
thatIthinkisabigproblem. And
[ hope itis really high time we
take thislesson and learn it.

Canyouelaborate on
this change?
Changeineverything, right
from our political strategies
such as alliance in Tamil Nadu
to a change in our narrative, to
achangeinourstyle.Icanonly
speak for the Congress party. I
am not speaking for the INDIA
alliance. We need a somewhat
fresher kind of people making
decisions at the party level, at
the senior most party level. We
just need to have some more
freshness in the party in every-
thing, be it decision makers, be
it narratives, beit political strat-
egy. Tamil Nadu is a great
example of what it shows. The
same old tired narrative of

. EXPRESS
Interview

PRAVEEN CHAKRAVARTY
CHAIRMAN, AICC TECH &DATA CELL

‘we’llannounce some schemes,
we’ll give some money to
voters, we will get this, we will
getthat..” —thatisnot goingto
cutice anymore.

So the Congress and
Opposition need to
reinvent themselves?

It needs freshness. It basi-
cally needsto open its windows
and allow some fresh air inside.
Right now they are all operat-
ingin stuffy rooms, operated by
the same people for thelast two,

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

three decades.

How do you analyse the
Tamil Nadu poll outcome,
which seems to be akind of
watershed moment?

The Tamil Nadu outcome is
a very resounding message of
what we saw somewhat in, say
Nepal or Bangladesh or Sri
Lanka, which is the younger
generation sayingthatenoughis
enough, we want a change. In
some senseit's not very dissimi-
lar to the Punjab 2022 verdict,
butitismuchlarger. Howelse do
you explain 80, 85,90% of people
below the age of 40 saying it is
not about caste, it is not about
our geography;, itis notaboutour
ideology, It is not about who our
parents voted for, it is not about
whether you are giving some
cash for women’s schemes. We
want a new politics.

There’s recently a debate
within Cong on whether
the party should continue
itsalliance with DMK. Do

you think Congress should
have tied up with the TVK?
I had no doubt in my mind,
which iswhathave been main-
taining for the last nine months:
Had the Congress and TVK
come together, it would have
been close to a two-thirds ma-
jority in Tamil Nadu. We would
have won Tamil Nadu and we
would have won Puducherry.
Please understand what wasthe
lost opportunity. Had we won
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
with the TVK alliance...we have
won Kerala, we are already in
power in Telangana and we are
in power in Karnataka — we
would have dominated the
south of India and that was the
opportunity that we lost.

Why did it happen?

Again, there is a need for
some freshness in thinking.
Freshness in ideas, freshness in
political strategy. It cannot be so-
called senior leaders who have
already had their benefits, en-
sured their families have alsoen-

joyed and continuetokind of call
the shots based on what they
have experienced 20 years ago.

Was it adecision primarily
pushed through by the
state Congress leadership?
Thereis atalk that Rahul
Gandhi was opento
exploring the possibility of
an alliance with the TVK.

One thing is very clear.
Everybody knows and agrees
that if Mr Rahul Gandhi and Mr
Vijay had come together on a
platform... there would have
been awave across Tamil Nadu.
He (Vijay)is extremely popular,
which means it would have
strengthened the Congress. Mr
Rahul Gandhi’s first and fore-
most goal is to strengthen the
Congress. So obviously he was
very open to the idea of how to
strengthen the Congress. That’s
allIcansay.

Why doyouthinkitwasa
lost opportunity?
Ithinkit’s alost opportunity

because we have not had a gen-
erational change notjust merely
inthe Congress as quickly aswe
should have had in terms of key
decision makers in different
positions. And I think that is
what has cost the party because
the Tamil Nadu election is a
clear example of how there is
such a stark age divide. People
under 40 are on another planet.
People above 60 are on a com-
pletely different planet. This is
how the people are. This is how
ourvotersare. Thisishow India
is. How can a political party not
reflectand adapt tothis change?
SoIwishwe had adapted better.

Six states will go to polls
next year. What do you
think Congress should do?

Please allow freshness in
ideas, political strategy, people.
Please allow that. That is more
important. It is much, much
more important toshow thatthe
Congress is adapting to the
changing India rather than
being stuck in the past.
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HYPERTENSION Day

Let’s Unite for Every Breath...

Addressing the Crisis of Late PH Diagnosisin India

Dr. Sai Kiran Chaudhary
Pulmonologist, Belhi

n my clinic, | often see patients who
have traveled hundreds of
kilometers, clutching a folder full of
inhalers and cough syrups that haven't
worked. By the time they reach a
specialist, they are often gasping for air
even while resting. These patients are
the face of a silent crisis: the delayed

diagnosis of Pulmonary Hypertension
(PH)in India.

PH—high blood pressure in the. lung
arteries—is a devastating condition
that leads to right-sided heart failure,
While global data suggests a
"diagnostic gap" of two years, in the
Indian context, this delay is often
significantly longer, sometimes
spanning five years or more.

The Barriers to Breath

The reasans for this delay are
multifaceted, First is the "Masking
Effect.” In a country where tuberculosis
(TB), chromic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD), and asthma are
rampant, the early symptoms of
PH—shartness of breath and
fatigue—are almost always
misattributed. Many of my patients
have undergone months of anti-TB
treatment for "breathlessness” before

anyone looked at their heart.

Second is accessibility. While India's
urban centers boast world-class cardiac
facilities, the "gold standard'
diagnostic tool—a Right Heart
Catheterization—is rarely available in
rural or tier-2 city hospitals. Even a basic
screening tool like an Echecardiogram
(heart ultrasound) may not be
performed with the specific protocols
needed to detect high lung

A Heart Under Siege

When we catch PH late, the heart has
already bequn to "remodel.” The right
ventricle thickens and stretches to push
bloed through narrowed lung vesseals. If
wie wait until a patient shows blue lips
(cyanosis) or heavy leg swelling
(edema), the damage to the heart may
be irreversible, Early diagnosis doesn't
just improve quality of life; it prevents
premature death,

Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension in Women

The Path Forward: Education and
Integration

To fix this, we need a two-pronged
approach:

1. Primary Care Training: We must train
our frontline “tamily doctors’ to
suspect PH when a patient's "asthma"
doesn't respond to standard inhalers.
2. Affordable Screening: Expanding
access to affordable echocardiography
in smaller towns is essential,

India is now entering an era where
advanced PH medications are
becoming more Il::u:.z|||\|{I available and
affordable. However, the best drug in
the world is useless if the heart has
already given up. We must bridge the
diagnostic gap. If you are breathless,
don't just settle for another
inhaler—ask for a heart check. Your life
may depend on it,

Dr. Hemant Kalra
Pulmonologist, Delhi

eart disease is often portrayed as a
H "man's disease," but in the realm of

Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension (PAH),
the narrative shifts dramatically, PAH is a rare,
progressive disorder characterized by high blood
pressure in the arteries of the lungs, While it can
affect anyone, women are diagnosed at nearly
four times the rate of men.
Understanding the Burden
In & healthy body, the right side of the heart
pumps blood through the lungs to pick up
oxygen, In a patient with PAH, the walls of the
pulmonary arteries become thick, stiff or
narrowed. This creates a bottleneck, forcing the
heart towork overtime to push blood through,
For women, this diagnaosis often strikes in the
prime of life —typically between the ages of 30
and 60. Because the primary symptoms-
shortness of breath, fatigue, and dizziness-are

easily mistaken for asthma, poor fitness, or even
anxiety, many women face a "diagnostic gap,"
waiting years for a correct identification of the
disease,

The Biological "Paradox"

Researchers are still unraveling why women are
more susceptible, The leading theory involves the
complex interplay of estrogen. While estrogen
generally protects the heart, certain metabolites
of the hormone may trigger the abnormal cell
growth in lung arteries seen in PAH.
Interestingly, while more women get the disease,
they often have better survival rates than
men— a phenomenon medical professionals call
the "Estrogen Paradox."

Moving Toward Early Detection

The stakes of delay are high. Without treatment,
the persistent strain on the heart can lead to
right-sided heart faillure. However, the medical
landscape is changing. Over the last decade, we
have moved from having zero treatments to a
robust suite of therapies, including oral
medications, inhaled options, and continuous
infusions that help dilate blood vessels and
improve quality of life.

The message for the public is clear: persistent
breathlessness is not a normal part of aging or
stress, If you find yourself struggling to keep up
with daily activities that were once easy, advocate
for your health. A simple echocardiogram can
often be the first step in catching this silent strain
before it catches up to you.
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Heritable Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension

n the world of cardiovascular medicine, we
often focus on lifestyle —diet, exercise, and
smoking cessation. However, for a specific
group of patients, the challenge is not found in
their habits, but in their DNA. This is the reality of
Heritable Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension
(HPAH), a rare but serious condition that causes
the arteries in the lungs to thicken and narrow,
seemingly without external cause.
As aspecialist, | often see the
confusion on a patient's face
when they are diagnosed,
Unlike common high blood
pressure, HPAH specifically
targets the "pulmonary
circuit" —the path between :
the heart and lungs. When h
these vessels narrow, the right
side of the heart must pump
with extreme force to move
blood. Over time, this leads to
heart failure,

The GeneticTrigger

The most common culprit in HPAH is a mutation
in the BMPRZ gene. Think of this gene as a
regulator that tells the cells in your lung’s blood
vessels when to stop growing. When the gene is
mutated, the cells multiply uncontrollably,
"clogging" the pipes from the inside.

While HPAH s genetic, it is also unpredictable.
Not everyone who carries the mutation will
develop the disease—a phenomenon we call
"reduced penetrance," This is why family history

Dr. Praveen Kumar Pandey
Palmonologist, Dethi

is our most vital diagnostic tool. If a relative has
been diagnosed with unexplained breathlessness
ar heart failure, clinical screening for the rest of
the family can be a literal lifesaver,

Science Meets Hope

For decades, a diagnosis of HPAH was met with
limited options. Today, the landscape has shifted
dramatically. While we cannot yet rewrite a
patient's genetic code, we have sophisticated
therapies —induding prostacydins
and endothelin receptor
antagonists—that dilate the
lung vessels and ease the
heart's burden,

Furthermore, we are entering
an era of "precision medicing,"
where treatments are being
developed to target the
specific signaling pathways
affected by these genetic
mutations.

A Call for Awareness

The greatest barrier to treating HPAH is a late
diagnosis. Symptoms like fatigue, fainting, and
shortness of breath are often misattrnibuted to
asthma or poor fitness.

If you have a family history of pulmonary
hypertension, | urge you to speak with a
cardiologist or pulmonologist. We can't change
your blueprint, but with early detection and
maodern science, we can certainly change your
outcome.

Non-Responders in Vasoreactivity Testing

Dr. Bimit Kumar Jain
Cardiologist, Dethi

or patients diagnosed with
Pulmonary Arterial Hyperiension

(PAH)—a serious condition where
high blood pressure affects the arteries
in the lungs—one of the most pivotal
moments in their medical journey

happens during a specialized

Autoimmune Diseases and Pulmonary

Dr. S K Dutta
Cardiclogist, Delhi

utoimmune diseases occur when the
Ahndy's immune system mistakenly

attacks its own tissues, Conditions
such as scleroderma, lupus, and rheumatoid
arthritis have been associated with an
increased risk of pulmonary arterial
hypertension (PAH), a subtype of PH. In these
cases, chronic inflammation can damage
blood vessels in the lungs, causing them to
narrow, stiffen, or develop scar tissue, which

Treatment Options for PAH

A

Dr. Vivek Nangia

Pulmonologist, Delhi

n the realm of cardiovascular medicine,

few conditions have seen as dramatic a

transformation in treatment as
Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension (PAH).
Often described as "high blood pressure in
the lungs," PAH was once a diagnosis with
few answers and a grim outlook. Today,
however, we are in an era of targeted
therapy where the goal has shifted from
mere survival to an active, fulfilling life.
The core challenge of PAH is the narrowing
of the pulmaonary arteries —the "pipes” that

Hypertension

elevates pressure within the pulmonary
arteries.

Scleroderma- is particularly notable in this
context. Studies indicate that approximately
10-15% of people with scleroderma may
develop PAH, making regular monitoring
critical. Similarly, lupus and mixed connective
tissue diseases can trigger vascular changes
that raise pulmonary pressures, Early
identification is vital because symptoms often
appear gradually and can be mistaken for
general fatigue or shortness of breath,
delaying diagnosis.

Diagnosis typically involves imaging tests,
such as echocardiography, to evaluate heart
and lung function, and may include right heart
catheterization to directly measure pulmanary
artery pressure, In patients with autcimmune
conditions, dactors often recommend routine
screening, even when symptoms are mild, to
detect PAH atits earliest stage.

Treatment strategies aim 1o address both the
underlying autoimmune disease and the

carry blood from the heart to the lungs, As
thiese vessels tighten and stiffen, the right
side of the heart struggles to push blood
through, leading to breathlessness and
heart strain.

The Three Pillars of Therapy

Maodern treatment is built on three
biclogical pathways that control how blood
viessels relax or constrict, Think of these as
the "control switches" for the lungs:

1. The Nitric Oxide Pathway: We use
medications (like PDES inhibitors) to boost
the body's natural ability to relax blood
vessels,

2.The Endothelin Pathway: We block
"endothelin," a substance the body
produces in excess in PAH patients that
causesvessels to tighten,

3.The Prostacyclin Pathway: We replace a
naturally occurring lipid that helps keep
vessels open and prevents them from
thickening,

From "One Drug" to "Triple Therapy"
Perhaps the most significant shift in
journalism and medicine alike is the move

pulmonary hypertension. Immunosuppressive
medications may reduce inflammation, while
targeted PAH therapies-such as vasodilators,
endothelin receptor antagonists, or
phosphodiesterase-5 inhibitors-can help relax
pulmonary vessels and improve blood flow,
Coordinated care between rheumatologists
and cardiologists or pulmonologists is
essential to manage these complex cases
effectively.

Experts emphasize that awareness is key.
Individuals with autoimmune conditions
should be vigilant for signs such as unexplained
shortness of breath, chest discomiort, fatigue,
or swelling in the legs. Early evaluation and
intervention can significantly improve quality of
lite and long-term outcomes,

As research continues, understanding the
intersection between autoimmune diseases
and pulmaonary hypertension is shaping better
screening protocols, personalized treatments,
and hope for patients living with both
conditions.

toward Initial Combination Therapy, We no
longer wait for a patient to "fail" on one
medication before adding anather. By
attacking the disease through multiple
pathways simultaneously—often starting
with two or three drugs right at the time of
diagnosis —we can stop the progression of
the disease much more effectively.

The Future: Beyond Vasodilators

The frontier of PAH research is now moving
toward "disease-modifying” therapies. We
are investigating drugs that don't just relax
the vessels but actually help repair the
cellular damage within the vessel walls.

diagnostic procedure called a
vasoreactivity test,

Performed during a right-heart
catheterization, this test involves
administering a short-acting medication
{usually inhaled nitric oxide) to see if
the lung's blood vessels can relax and
open up. In the medical world, we are
looking for "responders.”" But for the
vast majority of patients-roughly 90%-
the results label them as "non-
responders,”

What Does it Mean to be a Non-
Responder?

While the term might sound
discouraging, being a "non-responder”
is not a failure of the patient or a sign
that the disease is untreatable. Rather,
it is & vital piece of biological data that
dictates the entire roadmap of a

patient's care,

A positive response indicates that the
high pressure in the |lungs is "reversible"
or flexible. These rare patients can often
be treated effectively with simple
calcium channel blockers (pills
commonly used for systemic high blood
pressure,

A non-responder, however, has blood
vessels that have likely undergone
structural changes-such as thickening or
scarring-meaning they no longer "relax”
instantly when prompted. For these
patients, standard blood pressure pills will
notwork and could even be dangerous.
Accuracy in Treatment

Identifying a non-responder is a
success in precision medicine. It allows
specialists to bypass ineffective
treatments and immediately start

‘targeted" PAM therapies. These
madern medications—which can be
oral, inhaled, or infused —work
through different pathways to slow
disease progression and improve
quality of life,

The Path Forward

if you or a loved one are labeled a non-
responder, it is important ta remember
that the goal of the test was never to
'pass,” but to "pathfind.” Being a non-
responder simply means your condition
requires a more specialized,
sophisticated toalkit,

The field of pulmonary hypertension
has advanced rapidly. Today, being a
non-responder is merely the first step
toward a personalized treatment plan
designed to help you breathe easier

and live longer.

Symptoms of Idiopathic PAH

Dr. Ashish Jain
Cardiologist, Delhi

n the world of rare diseases,

"idiopathic” is a term we use when a

condition arises without a clear,
identifiable cause, For patients with
|diopathic Pulmonary Arterial
Hypertension (IPAH), this means their
lung's blood vessels begin to thicken and
namow for reasons that remain, for
now, a medical mystery. Because the
disease often strikes otherwise healthy
individuals-frequently women in the
prime of their lives-recognizing the
early symptoms is a race againsttime.
The Great Masquerader

The primary challenge with IPAH is that

Dr. Mohit Bhagwati
Cardiologist, Delhi

ntheworld of cardiovascular medicine, we
rely heavily on nan-invasive tools. We can
peer at the heart's valves with ultrasound

Furthermore, for patients where medication
is not enough, surgical options and lung
transplantation remains a vital, life-saving
backstop.

While PAH remains a chronic and serious
condition, the "silent strain” is being met
with a loud and sophisticated medical
response. If you find yourself breathless
during routine tasks, do not dismiss it, Early
intervention is not just an option; it is the
key to rewriting your story.

and trace its electrical rhythm with an EKG.
However, when it comes to Pulmonary
Hypertension (PH)—a dangerous
elevation of blood pressure in the lung's
arteries —there is a point where pictures
are no longer enough. To truly understand
what is happening inside the heart-lung
circuit, we must go to the source.

This brings us to the Right Heart
Catheterization (RHC), While the word
"cathetesization” often evokes images of
intense emergency room dramas, the RHC is

its symptoms are "non-specific.” In my
practice, | have seen many patients who
were initially told they simply had
asthma, were out of shape, or were
suffering from anxiety. The heart and
lungs are incredibly resilient, often
compensating for high pressures until
the disease is significantly advanced.

EarlyWhispers of the Disease

The hallmark of IPAH is exertional

dyspnea-a medical term for shortness of

breath during physical activity,

@ Breathlessness: It starts with a flight
of stairs or a brisk walk. Unlike
common fitness issues, this
breathlessness doesn't improve
with training; it slowly worsens.

@ Fatigue: A deep, persistent
exhaustion that sleep cannot fix.
This happens because the heart is
working "overtime" just to circulate
oxygenated blood.

@ [Dizziness: Feeling lightheaded or
“graying out" durng exercise is a
sign that the heart is struggling to
maintain blood flow to the brain,

When the Heart "Shouts”

As the pressure in the pulmonary arteries

climbs, the right side of the heart begins

a sophisticated, elective diagnostic tool
that remains the "gold -standard" for
confirming a PH diagnosis.
Beyond the Ultrasound

Many patients ask why a simple
echocardiogram isn't sufficient. While an
ultrasound can estimate lung pressure, it is
often imprecise, An RHC provides the
definitive, "real-time" pressure readings
required to differentiate between types of
PH. This distinction is critical; treating the
wrong type of pulmonary hypertension
can not only be ineffective but potentially
harmful,

What to Bxpect: The Procedure

The procedure is typically performed in a
specialized “cath lab.” Unlike left-heart
catheterization (used for heart attacks),
which usually enters through the groin or
wrist to look at the coronary arteries, an
RHC involves threading a thin, flexible
tube called a Swan-Ganz catheter through
avein —usually in the neck or the groin.
Under |ive X-ray guidance, the catheter
travels inta the right atrium, through the right
ventricle, and into the pulmonary artery.

Why the DataMatters

to fail, This leads to more visible and

Severs symptoms:

® Chest Pain; Often felt as pressure or
tightness during exertion,

@ Palpitations: A racing or thumping
heart rate.

® Edema: Swelling in the ankles and
legs as fluid backs up in the
circulatory system.

@ Syncope (Fainting): This is a critical
warning sign. Fainting during
activity suggests the heart can no
longer meet the body's basic oxygen
demands.

Why Every Breath Matters
In 2026, we have more tools than ever to
treat IPAH, but they are most effective
when started early. If you find yourself
struggling to keep up with activities that
were once 2asy, or f you experience
unexplained fainting, do not dismiss it.
A simple screening, beginning with an
echocardiogram, can be the difference
between years of decline and a proactive,
managed life, When it comes to your
heart and lungs, "listening” to the subtle
signs is the most important thing you can
do.

Right Heart Catheterization in PH Diagnosis

During the procedure, we measure several

ke metrics:

e Mean Pulmonary Arterial Pressure
(mPAP): To confirm the presence of
hypertension;

e Pulmonary Capillary Wedge Pressure:
To determine if the high pressure is
caused by lung disease or by a backup
from the left side of the heart.

o Cardiac Output: How well the heart is
actually pumping blood to the rest of
the body,

Safety and Clarity

While no invasive procedure is without

risk, the RHC is generally considerad very

safe when performed by experienced

specialists. The minor discomfort of the entry
site is a small price to pay for the clarity it
provides, It transforms a "suspected"
condition into a concrete roadmap for
treatment, allowing us to prescribe life-
saving medications with surgical
PreCISion,

If your specialist has recommended this
"deep dive" into your heart's mechanics,
know that it is the most vital step toward
breathing easier.

"This is a patent awareness iniiative by MSN labs. The views and opinions expressed here are based on the expertise of the doctors and 1s not endorsed by MSN labs. Reader's are advised 1o seek to necessary medical advice from a qualified medical practitioner.™
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Exercise Intolerance in Pulmonary Hypertension The vital Role of Hospitalsin PH Awareness

Dr. Ashish Singhal
Cardiologist, Delhi

stairs is an afterthought, But for
patients living with Pulmonary
Hypertension {(PH), these simple
movements can feel like climbing
Everest. As a physician specializing in
vascular health, | often see patients

Fr:.-r mast, a brisk walk or a flight of

frustrated by a body that no longer keeps
pace with their spirit. This isn't just
"heing out of shape"; it is a complex
physiological phenomenon known as
exercise intolerance,

Whatis Pulmonary Hypertension?

lo understand why exercise becomes a
mountain, we must look at the
"plumbing” of the heart and lungs. In &
healthy system, the right side of the heart
pumps bloed easily through the
pulmonary arteries to the lungs to pick
up oxygen. In PH, these arteries become
thick, stiff, or narrowed.

As the resistance increases, the right
neart must work overtime to push biood
through. During exercise, a healthy heart
increases Its output to meet the muscles'
demand for cxygen, In a PH patient, the
narrowed vessels act like a bottlenack,
The heart hits a "ceiling," blood flow

levels off, and oxygen delivery to the

muscles falters

TheWarning Signs

Exercise intolerance often begins subtly,

Patients may notice:

o Breathlessness (Dyspnea): Feeling
"winded" by activities that were
previausly easy,

» Early Fatigue: A heawy, leaden feeling
in the legs during movement.

o Lightheadedness: A sign that the
brain isn't receiving enough
oxygenated blood.

Because these symptoms mimic asthma

or general aging, PH is frequently

misdiagnosed in its early stages.

However, the distinction is vital: while

asthma affects the airways, PH aftects

the blood vessels.

Moving Forward: The Role of Supervised

Ways to Spread Awareness About
Pulmonary Hypertension

Historically, doctors told PH patients to
avoid exertion entirely. We now know
that complete inactivity leads to muscle
wasting, which actually makes the
intolerance worse.

Today, the medical standard is
supervised pulmonary rehabilitation.
Under clinical watch, patients engage in
tailored, low-impact movements that
strengthen peripheral muscles, allowing
the body to use available oxygen mare
efficiently.

It you find that your "engine" is stalling
during routine activities, don't dismiss it.
Early diagnosis through an echocardingram
or right-heart catheterization can lead to
life-changing therapies. Living with PH is
a marathon, net a sprint, and
understanding your limits is the first step
toward reclaiming your quality of life,

MSNO

Dr. Akshay Budhraja
Pulmonologist, Delhi

hypertension (PH), the greatest hurdie to

survival isn't just the disease itself—it is
the silence surrounding it. Characterized by high
blood pressure in the |lung arteries, PH is
frequently misdiagnosed as asthma or fatigue,
leading to a dangerous two-year average delay
in treatment. In 2026, a new wave of awareness
campaigns is aiming to dismantle this dinical
blind spot through education, community action,
and digital stonytelling.
The cornerstone of modern PH awareness is the
"World PH Day" movement, observed every May.
This year, international coalitions have moved
beyond simple pamphlets, launching the

Ft}r millions living with pulmonary

“Breathless No More" digital campaign. By using
augmented reality (&R) filters that simulate the
sensation of breathing through a narrowed
straw, advocates are helping the general public-
and primary care physicians—empathize with
the physical toll of the condition,

Beyond digital platforms, grassroots "Phitness"
walks and "Purple Lip" social media challenges
have raised millions for research into 2026's
breakthrough therapies. These events do more
than fundraise; they create a visible community
for a disease that is often invisible to the naked
eye, Furthermore, new "CME" (Continuing
Medical Education) modules are being rolled out
this quarter to help general practitioners identify
"red flag" symptoms earlier in the diagnostic

pProcess.
The significance of these efforts is reflected in the

data: 2026 has seen a 12% increase in early-
stage referrals compared to three years ago. As
public knowledge grows, the transition from
"rare mystery” to "recognizable condition"
becomes a reality. By spreading awareness,
society isn't just sharing information—it is
actively shortening the distance between a
patient’s first symptom and their first life-saving
dose of medicine

Research for Better Medicines
— Public Awareness Initiative —

n the guiet corridors of our modern medical

centers, a silent crisis is unfolding. Pulmonary

Hypertension (PH)—a life-threatening
condition characterized by high blood pressure
in the arteries of the lungs—is often called a
"hidden" disease. Because its symptoms, such as
breathlessness and fatigue, mimic common
ailments like asthma or even poor fitness,
patients frequently cycle through multiple
doctors for years before
FECeiving an accurate diagnosis.
As a physician, | believe the
hospital must be maore than
just a place of treatment; it
must be a beacon of awareness
and a hub for early detection.
The Hospital as an
Educational Engine
Hospitals occupy a unique
position in the community,
They are the primary contact
point for patients experiencing
acute respiratory distress. By
implementing specialized screening protocols in
emergency departments and primary care clinics,
hospitals can catch PHinits infancy,
Awareness begins with the medical staff,
Specialized hospitals are now investing in "PH
Core Teams," ensuring that radiologists,
cardiologists, and pulmonelogists are trained to
spot the subtle signs of right-heart strain on
routine imaging. When a hospital prioritizes
internal education, the "diagnostic gap” —the

Dr. Manish Jain
Cardiologist, Delhi

time between the first symptom and the start of
treatment-is drastically reduced.

Bridging the Gap to the Public

Beyond the wards, hospitals serve as essentlal
platforms for public health campaigns. Through
community seminars, support groups, and free
screening events, healthcare institutions <an
demystify the "why" behind chronic shortness of
breath,

A hospital-led awareness
initiative does more than just
share facts; it provides a direct
pathway to specialized care.
By hosting multidisciplinary
clinics where patients can see
several specialists in one day,
hospitals remove the logistical
barriers that often prevent
people from seeking help,

A Call to Action

The role of the hospital is
evolving from a reactive
institution 10 a proactive
guardian of lung health, However, awareness is
a two-way street. If you or a loved one
experiences unexplained breathlessness that
persists despite standard treatments, look to
your local medical center for resources,

We have the technology to diagnose PH and the
therapies to manage it, but these tools only work
if the patient walks through our doors. In the
fight against Pulmonary Hypertension, awareness
is the most powerful medicine we have.

Acute Responders in Vasoreactivity Testing

Dr. Puneet Khanna

Pulmonologist, Delhi

asoreactivity testing is
Vperfnrmed during a right heart
catheterization, a procedure in
which a thin tube is inserted into the
heart to measure pressures in the

pulmonary arteries. During the test,

Common Symptoms of Pulmonary
Hypertension

lingering sense of exhaustion is frequently
dismissed as aging or stress, However, ®
medical experts warn that "pushing through"

Dr. 8. S. Murthy
Cardiclogist, Delhi

n the quiet onset of pulmonary
hypertension (PH), the body's warning
signs are often whisper-thin. A flight of
stairs that feels slightly steeper than usual ora

these symptoms can be a fatal mistake. .
Pulmonary hypertension is a complex

physiological state where blood pressure rises  ®
abnormally within the arteries of the lungs.
Unlike systemic hypertension, PH occurs deep
in the pulmonary circuit. As these arteries
narrow, the right side of the heart must work
exponentially harder to pump blood,
eventually leading to right-sided heart fallure,
The primary challenge remains the
"nonspecific" nature of early symptoms,
which mirror asthma or poor fitness.
According to 2026 clinical data, the average
diagnostic delay remains nearly two years.
Key symptoms include:

« Progressive Breathlessness: Shortness of

The

breath during routine activities.
Chronic Fatigue: Overwhelming
tiredness that does not improve with rest,
Dizziness or Syncope: Fainting spells,
especially during exertion,

Edema: Swelling in the ankles, legs, or
abdomen.

“Early detection is the single most important
factor in preserving quality of life," says Deb
Brown of the American Lung Association,
Recent breakthroughs, including the Phase 3
success of therapies like ralinepag, offer new
hope for altering the disease's trajectory.

significance of early action is clear:

patients diagnosed while symptoms are mild
have significantly higher five-year survival
rates. It breathlessness persists, a simple
echocardiogram can be the first step in a
journey that saves a life,

Pulmonary Hypertension vs
High Blood Pressure

doctors administer medications that
temporarily relax the blood vessels,
observing how the arteries respond.
Patients whose pulmonary artery
pressures drop significantly in response
to the medication are classified as
acute responders,

This distinction carries important
clinical implications. Acute responders
are more likely to benefit from certain
medications, particularly calcium
channel blockers, which can improve
blood flow and reduce strain on the
heart. For these patients, targeted
therapy can lead to better long-term
outcomes, including improved exercise
capacity, quality of life, and survival
rates.

Experts note, however, that acute

responders represent a small fraction of
those with PAH. Studies indicate that
only about 10% of patients show a
positive response during vascreactivity
testing. This highlights the need for
comprehensive assessment, as maost
patients will require alternative
therapies such as prostacyclin analogs,
endothelin receptor antagonists, or
phosphodiesterase-5 inhibitors to
manage their condition effectively.

While the test is generally safe, it
requires skilled medical supervision
because the medications used can
temporarily lower blood pressure or
trigger other heart-related changes,
Physicians carafully weigh the benefits
and risks before recommending the

procedure, especially for individuals
with advanced disease or other
underlying healthissues,
Understanding vasoreactivity and the
concept of acute responders underscores
the personalized nature of modern PAH
care. Rather than a one-size-fits-all
approach, physicians can use diagnaostic
testing to identify which patients are likely
to respond to specific treatments,
ultimately improving outcomes.

As awareness of PAH grows,
vasoreactivity testing remains a
cornerstone in the effort to. deliver
precise, effective, and individualized
care, offering hope to patients and
tamilies navigating this challenging
disease.

Eisenmenger Syndrome Explained

gy

Dr. Suman Jatain
Cardiologist, Delhi

¢ understand Eisenmenger
Tﬁyndrnme, one must first

understand the “shunt.” Many
children are born with holes in the
heart, such as a Ventricular Septal
Defect (WSD). Normally, the left side of
the heart pumps oxygen-rich blood to
the body, while the right side sends

oxygen-poor blood to the lungs.
Because the left side is stronger, a hole

usually causes blood to leak from left to

right. This floods the [ungs with excess
blood. If left uncorrected, the delicate
vessels in the lungs respond 1o this
high-pressure "over-circulation" by
thickening and scarring. Over years, the
resistance in the lungs becomes so high
that the pressure on the right side of the
heart exceeds the left.

The result is a right-to-left shunt,
Oxygen-poor blood now bypasses the
lungs entirely, flowing directly into the
body's arterial circulation. This is the
hallmark of Eisenmenger Syndrome.
Recognizing the Signs

The most striking symptom s
cyanosis—a bluish tint to the lips,
fingers, and toes, caused by the lack of
oxygen in the blood. Patients often

experience:

» Significant fatigue and shortness of
breath,

¢ "Clubbing" (widening) of the
fingertips.

» Increased risk of blood clots and
fainting.
Because the body is starved for oxygen,
it compensates by overproducing red
blood cells. While this sounds helpful, it
makes the blood thick and wviscous,
increasing the risk of stroke,
A Modern Outiook
Decades ago, an Eisenmenger
diagnosis was a terminal sentence.
Today, the narrative is changing. While
the condition remains irreversible-
meaning surgery to close the original
hole is no longer an option once the
syndrome has set in-advanced
pulmonary vasodilators can now ease
the pressure in the lung vessels,
Living with Eisenmenger Syndrome
requires a delicate balance of medical
management and lifestyle adjustments.
While it is a serious journey, modern
specialized care is helping patients live
longer, more active lives than ever
betore.

Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension
and Other Lung Diseases

Dr. Chayan Vermani
Cardiologist, Dethi

orf the average patient, "high blood
pressure” suggests a familiar routine;

less salt, more exercise, and a
standard arm cuff. However, when the word
"pulmonary” is added, the medical stakes
shift dramatically. Despite the linguistic
overlap, systemic hypertension and
pulmonary hypertension (PH) are entirely
different biological entities. Understanding

the gap between them is not just a matter of
semantics — it is often a matter of survival.
Systemic hypertension affects the vast
network of arteries carrying oxygen from
the heart to the body. In contrast, PH accurs
exclusively in the short loop of vessels
connecting the right side of the heart to the
lungs. Because these arteries are deep
within the chest, PH cannot be detected by
a standard blood pressure cuff, allowing it
to hide behind symptoms like fatigue and
breathlessness for years.

The human heart functions as two pumps,
The left side is a high-pressure powerhouse,
while the right side is a delicate pump
designed for |ow-pressure environments,
"The danger of PH is that it forces a low-
pressure pump to do a high-pressure job,"
explains Dr. Elena Rossi, a senior
cardiologist. "When lung arteries narrow,

the right ventricle strains to push blood
through, eventually leading to heart

failure.”
The diagnostic disparity is stark. While

systemic hypertension is screened at every
routine check-up, PH requires specialized
imaging or a right heart catheterization,
According to 2026 clinical data, nearly 70%
of PH patients are misdiagnosed initially,
often told they simply have asthma or are

"outofshape.”
As we |look forward, the outlook is

brightening, New “triple therapy" regimens
and genetic sereening are moving PH from a
fatal diagnosis to a manageable chronic
condition. However, the message for the
public remains: if you are breathless despite
a "normal” blood pressure reading on your
arm, the pressure that matters most may be
the one YOLl cannaotsee,

Dr. Kamanshish Das
Pulmonologist, Delhi

Ithough PAH itself is uncammon, it

is closely linked with several ather

lung and respiratory diseases.
Conditions such as chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD), interstitial
lung disease, and sleep-related breathing
disorders can contribute fo increased
pressure in the pulmonary arteries. In
some cases, long-term |lung damage from
these illnesses reduces oxygen levels in
the blood, which can trigger changes in

the pulmonary vessels and lead to
pulmonary hypertension.

One of the challenges with PAH is that its
symptoms often resemble those of other
lung conditions, Patients may experience
shoriness of hreath, fatigue, iZZINess,
chest discomfart, or swelling in the ankles
and legs. Because these symptoms are
common in many respiratory illnesses,
diagnosis can sometimes be delayed, Early
detection, however, is critical for
managing the disease and. preventing
complications.

Medical experts emphasize the
importance of regular monitoring for
patients who already have chronic lung
diseases. People diagnosed with COPD ar
other serious lung conditions should
undergo routine check-ups, including
heart and lung function assessments, to
identify any signs of developing
pulmonary hypertension. Diagnostic tools
such as echocardiograms, lung function
tests, and specialized imaging studies can

help physicians evaluate pulmonary artery
pressure and overall heart health,
Treatment for PAH varies depending on
the underlying cause and severity of the
condition. In some cases, medications that
relax blood vessels and improve blood
flow in the lungs can help manage
symptoms. Oxygen therapy, lifestyle
adjustments, and pulmonary rehabilitation
programs may also be recommended to
improve quality of life. For patients with
advanced disease, more specialized
treatments may be required.

Healthcare professionals stress that
awareness is key, Recognizing symptoms
early and understanding the link between
lung diseases and pulmonary hypertension
can nelp patients seek medical attention
sooner. With timely diagnosis, proper
treatment, and ongoing care, many
individuals with PAH can manage the
condition more effectively and maintain a
better quality of life.

"This 1s a patient awareness initiative by MSN labs. The views and opinions expressed here are based on the expertise of the doctors and 15 not endorsed by MSN labs. Reader's are advised to seek to necessary medical advice from a qualified medical practitioner.”

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .




18 TUESDAY, MAY 5,2026 THE INDIAN EXPRESS

ADVERTORIAL

MSNQo

Research for Better Medicines
— Public Awareness Initiative—

WSRLD

PULMONARYE@EHYPERTENSION Day

Let’s Unite for Every Breath...

Fatigue in Pulmonary Hypertension Patients ¢ ¢ure of Pulmonary Hypertension

Dr. Shadab Samad
Cardiologist, Delhi

Fc}r many, a flight of stairs is a

routine transition. But for patients

living with Pulmonary
Hypertension (PH), those same steps
can feel like scaling a mountain while
breathing through a narrow straw.
While shortness of breath is the
hallmark of this condition, there is a

mare pervasive, often misunderstood
symptom that dictates the daily lives of
patients: profound fatigue.

Pulmonary hypertension occurs when
the blood vessels in the lungs become
narrowed, blocked, or destroyed. This
slows blood flow through the lungs,
causing blood pressure in the
pulmonary arteries to rise. As a result,
the right side of the heart must work
significantly harder to pump blood,
Why the Exhaustion?

The fatigue associated with PH isn't the
typical tiredness one feels after a long
day at the office. It is a systemic
"cellular” exhaustion. When the heart
cannot efficiently oxygenate the body,
the muscles and vital organs are
starved of the fuel they need to
function. This creates a persistent state
of lethargy that rest rarely cures.

Furthermore, the body's compensatory

mechanisms—such as an increased

heart rate —can leave patients feeling

physically drained even while sitting

still. Secondary factors, including sleep

apnea, side effects from potent

medications, and the psychological toll

of managing a chronic illness, often

compound this exhaustion.

Managing the "Energy Envelope”

in the medical community, we often

advise patients on "energy conservation”

or the "Spoon Theory" This invalves

viewing energy as a finite currency to

be spent wisely.

e Prioritization: Choosing which
tasks are essential.

e Pacing: Breaking activities into
smaller manageable seqaments.

o Planning: Scheduling high-effort
tasks for times of day when energy

levels are naturally higher.
AMessage to the Public
Because PH is often an “invisible
illness,” patients frequently face
skepticism from others who see a
person who looks fine” but is
struggling to stand in a grocery line.
Greater public awareness is vital,
Advancements in vasodilator therapies
and specialized exercise rehabilitation
have improved the quality of life
significantly over the last decads.
However, acknowledging the crushing
weight of fatique is the first step toward
better support. If you or a loved one
experiences disproportionate tiredness
alongside breathlessness, consult a
specialist. Early diagnosis remains our
most powerful tool in lightening the
load.

Severe Symptoms of PH

Dr. Avi Kumar

Pulmonologist, Delhi

The Right Heart Under Siege

Pulmonary Hypertension occurs when the

arteries in the lungs become thick and narrow. To

compensate, the right side of the heart must

pump with increasing force, When the condition

reaches a "severe” stage, the heart can no longer

keep up. This is known as right-sided heart

failure, and its symptoms are distinct and

demanding.

Red Flags: The Symptoms of Severity

While mild PH might only cause shortness of

breath during a jog, severe PH manifests during

the simplest tasks, such as dressing or speaking.

o Syncope (Fainting): This is perhaps the most
alarming "red flag." Fainting during physical
exertion suggests that the heart is unable to
pump enough oxygenated blood to the
brain.

o Significant Edema: When the right heart
fails, fluid backs up into the body. This causes

noticeable, often "pitting" swelling in the ankles,
legs, and eventually the abdomen (ascites).

e Cyanosis: A bluish tint to the lips or
fingertips indicates that oxygen levels in the
blood have dropped to critical levels,

e Chest Pain (Angina): This occurs when the
overworked heart muscle itself is not
receiving enough oxygen, signaling extreme
cardiac strain,

TheTurning Pointin Care
When a patient presents with these severe
markers, our clinical appreach shifts from
"monitoring” to "aggressive stabilization." We
often utilize a Risk Stratification model, looking
at the size of the right ventricle and the levels of
heart-stress proteins in the blood.
For patients in this high-risk category, oral pills
alone are often insufficient. We move toward
advanced therapies, such as continuous
intravenous or subcutaneous infusions of
prostacyclins, These medications act as a
constant "open valve" for the lung arteries,
significantly reducing the workload on the heart.
AMessage of Urgency
if you experience fainting or swelling alongside
breathlessness, do not wait for your next
scheduled check-up. Severe PH is a medical
emergency that requires a specialized care team.
With the aggressive, multi-pathway treatments
available in 2026, even patients with advanced
symptoms can find a path back to stability— but
only if we act before the heart reaches its fimit.
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CareinIndia

Hypertension (PH) in India felt like a silent

sentence. Patients often spent months, if not
years, misdiagnosed with common asthma or
general fatigue before discovering that the high
pressure in their lung arteries was straining their
hearts to the point of failure. However, as we
move into 2026, the landscape of PH care in
India is undergoing a profound transformation,
shifting from late-stage crisis
management to a future of
precision, accessibility, and
hope, A
From Imports to f
"Atmanirbhar" Innovation .
Historically, the cost of
specialized PH medication was
a barrier that few Indian
families could scale, Today, the
tide has turned. India has
emerged as a global hub for
affordable PH therapy, with
domestic pharmaceutical
giants manufacturing everything from Endothelin
ReceptorAntagonists (ERAs) ta PDES inhibitors,
The Union Budget 2026 has further accelerated
this through the "Biopharma SHAKTI" initiative,
With a 110,000 crore commitment to domestic
biclogic production, we are moving toward 3
reality where advanced, life-saving

Fnr years, a diagnosis of Pulmonary

Dr. Shree Vashista

Cardiologist , Delhi

therapies—once only available via expensive
imports —are produced right here in India, This,
coupled with the recent customs duty
exemptions on rare disease medicines, is
significantly easing the "put-of-pocket” burden
on patients.

Digital Health and Holistic Care

The future is also digital. Under ABDM 2.0
(Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission), we are seeing
the rise of patient-controlled
heaith records that allow for
seamless monitoring of a
patient's progress across
different cities.
Furthermore, Indian
researchars are |eading the
world in "integrative” PH care.
Ongoing multi-centre trials on
yoga as a supportive therapy
for PAH are proving that while
modemn medicine saves lives,
holistic wellness improves the
quality of those lives.

While challenges in rural infrastructure remain,
the message for 2026 is clear; In India, Pulmaonary
Hypertension is no longer an invisible battle
fought in the dark. With early detection and
affordable, home-grown innovation, our patients
can finally breathe a little easier,

Tracking Disease Progression in PH

Dr. Stuti Gupta

Pulmonologist, Delhi

The "Traffic Light" System: Risk
Stratification

In 2026, we no longer guess how a
patient is doing based on how they look
in the exam room. Instead, we use Risk
Stratification—a comprehensive

scoring system that categorizes a
patient's status into "Green" (Low
Risk), "Yellow" {Intermediate Risk), or
"Red" (High Risk).

Our goal is simple: to get every patient
into the "Green" zone and keep them
there. To do this, we monitor three
primary pillars of health:

1. Functional Capacity: We track how
much physical activity a patient can
perform before reaching their limit. This
is often measured by the Six-Minute
Walk Test. A stable or increasing
distance is a sign of success; a decline is
an early warning.

2.Right Heart Function: Using an
echocardiogram or cardiac MRI, we
look for changes in the shape and
strength of the right ventricle. if the

PH with No Known Cause

Dr. Diwakar Kumar
Cardiclogist, Delhi

n the world of medicine, we often find

comfort in cause and effect. We treat the

infection to break the fever; we repair the
valve to fix the heart. But for a specific group
of patients, the diagnosis is far more baffling.
They suffer fram Idiopathic Pulmonary Arterial
Hypertension {IPAH)—a rare, serious
condition where the blood pressure in the
lungs rises 1o dangerous levels for "no known
cause,”

When we use the word "idiopathic," it is a
humble medical admission: we know what is
happening, butwe don'tyet know why,

A High-Pressure Mystery

In a healthy body, the pulmonary arteries are
flexible and wide, allowing blood to flow
easily from the heart to the lungs to pick up
axygen, In patients with IPAH, these arteries
undergo a mysterious transformation. The
lining of the vessels begins to thicken and scar,
narrowing the path for blood flow.

Imagine trying to force the contents of a fire
hose through a straw, The right side of the
heart, which pumps this blood, must strain
against immense resistance. Over time, this
constant "heavy lifting” causes the heart
muscle to enlarge and eventually fail.

The Face of the Disease

IPAH is famously difficult to catch early.
Because it often strikes young, otherwise
healthy individuals—predominantly women
in the prime of their lives—it is frequently
misdiagnosed as asthma, anxiety, or poor
physical conditioning.

Patients often describe a "wall" they hit during

physical exertion, A flight of stairs becomes an
Everest; a walk to the mailbox feels like a
marathon, Other red flags include fainting
spells (syncope), chest pain, and swelling in
the legs.

Turning the Tide

While the "why" remains elusive, the "how to
treat” has evolved remarkably. We have
moved fram a time of limited options to an era
of targeted molecular therapies. By using
medications that mimic natural substances to
dilate blood vessels, we can now significantly
reduce the workload on the heart,
Furthermore, genetic research is beginning to
pull back the curtain, We now know that some
“idiopathic” cases are actually linked to
specific gene mutations, such as BMPR2,
which may be triggered by environmental
factors we are still identifying.

The journey with IPAH is a marathon, not a
sprint. While we continue to search for the
ultimate cause, our current goal is clear: early
diagnosis and aggressive treatment to-ensure
that "no known cause" no longer means "no
known hope."

Why Regular Follow-Ups are the Lifeline

A

Dr. Vidya Nair
Pulmonologist, Delhi

there is a dangerous temptation to

equate "feeling fine" with "being fine."
For patients living with Pulmonary
Hypertension (PH), this assumption can be a
critical error. PH is a dynamic, evolving
condition where the pressure in the lung's
arteries can shift quietly, long before the
patient feels a single new symptom,
As a physician, | view regular follow-up
appointments not as mere "check-ins," but
as essential recalibrations of a life-saving

‘ n the management of chronic illness,

for PH Patients

treatment plan.

The Hidden Progression

Pulmonary Hypertension is often described
as a "progressive” disease, This means that
even with the best medications, the heart
and lungs are in a constant state of
adaptation. The right side of the heart is
incredibly resilient, often thickening its
walls 1o push against high lung pressures.
However, this compensation has a limit.

By the time a patient notices increased
shortness of breath or swollen ankles, the
heart may already be reaching a breaking
point. Reqular follow-ups allow us to use
objective tools— like the Six-Minute Walk
Test (6BMWT), NT-proBNP blood markers,
and Echocardiograms —to catch these
subtle shifts in "real-time."

Precision Medicine in Practice

The treatment for PH has transitioned from
a "one-size-fits-all" approach to highly
personalized therapy. During a follow-up,
we aren't just checking vitals; we are
assessing Risk Stratification. We cateqgorize

patients into low, intermediate, or high-risk
groups based on their test results.

If a patient moves from "low" to
"intermediate" risk, we don't wait for them
to feel worse, We act immediately, perhaps
by adding a second or third class of
vasodilator medication. This proactive
"escalation of therapy" is what has
transformed PH from a rapidly terminal
diagnosis into a manageable chronic
condition,

A Partnership for Longevity

Beyond the data, these visits are a space for
dialogue. We discuss side effects, mental
health, and lifestyle adjustments. PH
management s a marathon, and the
"toach” (the medical team) and the
"athlete" (the patient) must stay in constant
communication to adjust the pace.

To my patients, | say this: Your follow-up is
your most powerful medicine. It is the early
waming system that protects your heart
and ensures that your "good days” continue
for years to come.

heart begins to enlarge, it tells us the
"plumbing" in the lungs is becoming
more resistant

3.Blomarkers: We use biood tests to
measure NT-proBNP Think of this as a
chemical "distress signal” sent by the
heart muscle when it is stretched too
thin,

Why "Stable” Isn't Always Enough

A common pitfall in PH care is
accepting a "stable" condition when a
patient is still in the intermediate-risk
(Yellow) category. Madern journalism
standards and medical ethics both
point to a ciear truth: stability at a high-
nsk level is not a success.

If & patient's markers suggest they are
not in the "Low Risk" zone, we must be
proactive. This often means

‘escalating” therapy—adding a
second or third medication that targets
a different biological pathway in the
lung's blood vessels.

The Patient's Role in the Map
Monitoring is a partnership. We ask
patients to track their daily weight and
recognize "red flags" like increased
swelling or lightheadedness. By
combining these home observations
with our clinical tests, we can catch
progression initsinfancy,

In the fight against PH, information is
our most powerful medicine. By
tracking every variable, we transform a
frightening diagnosis into a
manageable journey, ensuring that
your heart remains strong enough for
the road ahead.

Regular Monitoring in Connective Tissue Disease Patients

Dr. Manisha Mendiratta
Pulmonologist, Delfhi

or many patients diagnosed with
Connective Tissue Diseases

(CTD}—such as Scleraderma,
Lupus, or Mixed Connective Tissue
Disease — the primary focus is often on
the visible: the skin rashes, the joint
swelling, or the Raynaud's
phenomenon in the fingers, However,
as a specialist, my deepest concern s
often for what we cannot see,

One of the most serious complications
of CTD is Pulmonary Arterial
Hypertension (PAH), a condition where
the blood vessels in the lungs become

Dr. Anish
Pulmonologist, Delhi

tissue diseases (CTDs)—such as
scleroderma, lupus, or rheumatoid

F-nr patients living with connective

arthritis — the daily focus is often on joint
pain, skin changes, or fatigue. However,
there is a
physicians are increasingly watching for:
Pulmaonary Arterial Hypertension (PAH).

Connective tissue diseases occur when the
body's immune system mistakenly attacks
its own healthy tissues. While we often see
the effects in the hands or face, the same

"silent” complication that

thick and narrow, forcing the heart to
work dangerously hard, Because these
changes happen internally and
gradually, reqular monitoring is not just
a medical recommendation—itis a life-
5aving necessity.
TheWindow of Opportunity

The challenge with PA&H in the context
of CTD is that it is a "silent progressor.”
In its early stages, a patient may feel
perfectly normal, By the time symptoms
like significant breathlessness, chest
pain, or fainting occur, the heart may
already be under severe strain.

Qur goal is to find the "window of
opportunity”—the period where the
disease has started but hasn't yet caused
irreversible damage. This is why we
implement a rigorous screening
protocol. For a patient with Scleroderma,
for example, an annual Echocardiogram
and Pulmonary Function Test (PFT) are
essential, regardless of how “well" the
patient feels.

Beyond the Breathless Moment
Monitoring isn 't just about catching the
disease; it's about managing it with

inflammatory process can target the
micrascopic blood vessels in the lungs.

The Intemal Pressure Cooker

In patients with CTD, the walls of the
pulmonary arteries can become thick, stiff
and narrow. To visualize this, imagine
trying to pump water through a garden
hose that is being squeezed tight. The
heart's right ventricle must push harder
and harder to move blood through the
lungs to pick up oxygen.

This constant strain eventually causes the
heatt muscle to weaken. Because the
symptoms —shortness of breath,
dizziness, and mild swelling in the
ankles—often mimic general fatigue or
the underlying CTD itself, PAH is frequently
the great masquerader,” staying hidden
until it hias reached an advanced stage,
Why Screening Saves Lives

The marriage of rheumatology and
cardiology has never been maore vital. In
conditions like systemic sclerosis
(scleraderma), the risk of developing high
lung pressure is significant enough that

precision. Today, we use a "multi-

modal” approach to tracking health:

e The Six-Minute Walk Test;
Measuring how far a patient can
walk to assess functional capacity.

e Biomarkers: Using blood tests like
NT-proBNP to detect early signals
of heart stress.

e Right Heart Catheterization: The
"gold standard" to confirm
pressure levels when screenings
show a change,

A Proactive Partnership
The landscape of CTD-associated PAH has
been transformed by early intervention.
We now have sophisticated therapies that
can slow the progression of lung vascular
damage, but these treatments are most
effective when started earfy,
To my patients, | offer this advice: Treat
your monitoring appointments with the
5ame urgency as your treatment. These
tests are our "early waming system,”
providing the data we need to protect your
heart and ensure that you remain active,
independent, and healthy for years to
come.

PH in Connective Tissue Diseases

we now recommend annual screening,
even if the patient feels perfectly fine,

We utilize a non-invasive tool called an
echocardiogram to estimate lung
pressures, often followed by a "gold
standard” right-heart catheterization if
the results are concerning.

A Brighter Outiook

A decade age, a PAH diagnosis alongside
a connective lissue disease was met with
limited options. Today, the narrative has
changed. We now have a variety of
targeted therapies—oral, inhaled, and
intravenous medications —that
specifically relax the lung vessels and "un-
squeeze” that metaphorical hose,

The message for patients is one of
empowered vigilance: Communicate any
new shortness of breath to your specialist
immediately. With early detection and
modern dual-therapy approaches, we
aren't just treating a set of symptoms; we
are protecting the heart and extending
vibrant, active lives.

"This is a patient awareness initiative by MSN labs. The views and opinions expressed here are based on the expertise of the doctors and is not endorsed by MSN labs. Reader's are advised to seek to necessary medical advice from a qualified medical practitioner.”
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Awareness Gaps in Pulmonary Hypertension

Dr. Gyan Bharti
Pulmonologist, Ghasabad

life-threatening condition

characterized by high blood
pressure in the arteries connecting the
heart and lungs. Despite advances in
treatment, experts warn that
widespread gaps in awareness among
both the public and healthcare

Pulmunary hypertension (PH) is a

providers continue 1o delay diagnosis,
putting patients at risk of serious
complications.

One of the key challenges is that early
symptoms of PH—shortness of breath
during routine activities, fatigue,
dizziness, or swelling in the ankles—are
often nonspecific and easily attributed to
aging, obesity, or other common
conditions, As & result, many patients are
diagnosed only after the disease has
progressed, when heart and lung
damage may already be significant.
Healthcare providers also face
obstacles. Because PH is. rare, with
prevalence estimated at fewer than 50
cases per million adults, many
physicians may see only a handful of
patients with the disease in their
careers. This can lead to misdiagnosis or
delays in referral to specialized centers
that provide comprehensive care for

pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH)
and other subtypes,

Research highlights that increased
aWareness among primary care physicians
and cardiologists could  significantly
improve outcomes, Early identification
allows for timely interventions, including
medications that dilate pulmonary
arteries; |ifestyle modifications, and in
some cases, surgical procedures, Prompt
treatment can slow disease progression,
enhance quality of life, and reduce the risk
of heart failure.

Public awareness is equally impartant.
Patients who recognize the significance
of persistent shortness of breath, chest
discomfort, or unexplained fatigue are
more likely to seek medical evaluation
before the condition becomes severe.
Advocacy groups and patient
organizations have emphasized
education campaigns to highlight the

Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension
and Other Lung Diseases

Early detection, however, is critical for managing
the disease and preventing complications.

waminF signs and promote screening,
particularly for high-risk groups such as
those with autoimmune diseases,
congenital heart defects, or a family
history of PH.

Experts agree that bridging the
awareness gap reguires a multi-
pronged approach: continued
physician education, patient outreach,
and improved access to specialized
care centers, By addressing these gaps,
the medical community hopes to
reduce delayed diagnoses, improve
treatment outcomes, and empower
patients to recognize and act on early
Warning signs.

Ultimately, increasing understanding of
pulmonary hypertension—both
among dinicians and the general
public—Iis essential to saving lives and
improving quality of care for those
living witﬂ this challenging condition.
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Research for Better Medicines

Heart Check-upsfor Children with
Congenital Defects

or a parent, few phrases are more daunting

than "your child has a heart defect.” Yet,

thanks to decades of monumental shifts in
pediatric cardiology and surgical techniques, the
narrative has changed. Today, the vast majority
of children born with Congenital Heart Defects
(CHDs) do not just survive; they grow, play, and
transition into adulthood. However, this success
story comes with a crucial caveat; a "repair” is
rarely a "cure."
The Myth of the "Fixed" Heart
The miast commaon misconception
| encounter is the belief that
once & child undergoes surgery
or a catheter procedure, their
neart is "fixed" for life. While
these interventions are life-
saving and often restorative,
the heart of a child with a CHD
remains structurally different,
As the child grows, their heart

What to Expect During a Check-up

Modern pediatric cardiology focuses on non-
invasive monitoring to keep the experience as
stress-free as possible for the child. A standard
evaluation typically includes:

1. Pulse Oximetry and Blood Pressure: Simple
tests to check oxygen saturation and
cardiovascular strain,

2. Electrocardiogram (ECG): Assessing the
electrical activity of the heart.

3. Echocardiogram: Using
ultrasound waves to create a
real-time “movie" of the
heart's structure and blood
flow.

A Lifelong Journey

As these children reach their teers,
the focus shifts toward transition of
care. It is vital that patients
understand their own anatomy so
they can advocate for themselvies

must adgapt to physical :
changes, hormonal shifts Dr. Gaurav Kumar asagh?ﬁ‘u"u_l'e are no longer just
during puberty, and the Cardiologist, Ghaziahad treating babies: we are managing

increasing demands of

athletic or daily activities,

Regular check-ups are not merely a formality;
they are a proactive defense against silent
complications, such as:

a growing population of "Grown-
Up Congenital Heart" (GUCH)
patients.
Early detection of minor changes during a
routine check-up can often be managed with

— Public Awareness Initiative—

medication or minor adjustments, preventing
the need for major emergency interventions
|ater. For every child with a CHD, the goal is not
just a long life, but a high-quality, active one.
Your cardiologist is your partner in ensuring that
their heart keeps pace with their dreams.

e . las: Abnormal heart rhythms that
Research for Better Medicines it deyelogyears atersurgeny

« Valve Function: Repaired valves may leak or
naImow over time.

« Ventricular Health: Monitaring how well the
heart muscle pumps under pressure.

Early Warning Signs of Pulmonary Hypertension

Medical experts emphasize the importance of
reqular monitoring for patients who already
have chronic lung diseases. People diagnosed
with COPD or other serious lung conditions
should undergo routine check-ups, including
heart and |lung function assessments, to identify
any signs of developing pulmaonary hypertension,
Diagnostic tools such as echocardiograms, lung
function tests, and specialized imaging studies can

— Public Awareness Initiative —

Dr. Eshutosh Chandra

Chest Physician, Ghagiabad

lthough PAH itself is uncommen, it is
Ac!msely linked with several other lung and

respiratory diseases. Conditions such as
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD),
interstitial lung disease, and sleep-related
breathing disorders can contribute to increased
pressure in the pulmonary arteries. In some
cases, long-term lung damage from these
linesses reduces oxygen levels in the blood,
which can trigger changes in the pulmonary
vessels and lead to pulmanary hypertension,
One of the challenges with PAH is that its
symptoms often resemble those of other lung
conditions, Patients may experience shortness of
breath, fatigue, dizziness, chest discomfort, or
swelling in the ankles and legs. Because these
symptoms are common in many respiratory
linesses, diagnosis can sometimes be delayed.

help physicians evaluate pulmonary artery

pressure and overall heart health.

Treatment for PAH varies depending on the
underkying cause and severity of the condition. In
some cases, medications that relax blood vessels

and improve blood flow in the lungs can

manage symptoms. Oxygen therapy, lifestyle
adjustments, and pulmonary rehabilitation
programs may also be recommended to improve
quality of life. For patients with advanced disease,
more specialized treatments may be required.

help

Pulmonologist, Ghagiabad

Healthcare professionals stress that awareness is

key. Recognizing symptoms early

understanding the link between lung diseases and

pulmonary hypertension can help patients

medical attention sooner. With timely diagnosis,
proper treatment, and ongoing care, many
individuals with PAH can manage the condition
more effectively and maintain a better quality of life

and
Warnin

Hypertension

ceak

often diagnosed too late,

Advances in Pulmonary Hypertension Diagnosis

improving the ability of physicians to identify

Dr. Ankit Bhatia

PH earlier, offering patients a better chance at
effective treatment.

Traditionally, PH diagnosis relied heavily on
invasive procedures such as right heart
catheterization, which directly measures
blood pressure in the pulmonary arteries.
While accurate, the procedure carries risks
and may not be performed until symptoms are
pronounced. Today, non-invasive imaging
methods, including advanced echocardiography

and cardiac MR, allow doctors to assess heart

Pulmenologist. Ghaziabad

5

and lung function with greater precision.and

afety. These tools can detect subtle changes

in heart size, function, and blood flow that

condition inwhich the blood pressure in-+

P ulmonary hypertension (PH) is a serious
the lungs' arteries becomes abnormally

indicate early stages of the disease.

n-addition to imaging, biomarkers —specific

proteins or malecules found in the

monitor disease progression over time,
Genetic testing is also playing a growing role,
particularly in pulmonary arterial hypertension
(PAH), a subtype of PH. Mutations in genes such as
BMPRZ can increase susceptibility, enabling
targeted sareening for at-risk individuals, especially
those with afamily history of the disease,

Artificial intelligence (Al) and machine leaming
are emerging as powerful tools 1o enhance PH
diagniosis. By anakyzing large datasets ofimaging
and clinical information, Al algorithms can
identify patterns that may escape conventional
analysis, facilitating earfier detection and
personalized treatment strategies.

Despite these technological advances, experts
caution that awareness remains crucial,
Because early symptoms are often subtle
individuals experiencing unexplained

Dr. Manish Kumar Sharma

Silent Signals: Recognizing the Early
Signs of Pulmonary

A subtle symptoms such as persistent
breathlessness and fatigue may
indicate a serious heart-lung condition

Pulmonary hypertension (PH), a

potentially life-threatening disorder
affecting the arteries of the lungs and the
right side of the heart, often begins with
mild symptoms that many people dismiss
as everyday fatigue or lack of fitness.
Health experts wam that recognizing
these early warning signs is critical, as
delayed diagnosis can allow the disease to
progress to severe heart complications.

Pulmonary hypertension occurs when
the bloo Eressurﬁ in the pulmonary
arteries—the vessels carrying blood
from the heart to the lungs—rises
abnormally. This increased pressure
farces the heart to work harder to pump
blood, eventually weakening the heart
muscle, Although considered a
relatively rare disease, pulmonary
arterial nypertension is estimated to
affect 3 to 10 people per million each
}r\rem, while broader forms of pulmaonary
ypertension are more Common among
patients with heartor lung disease,

The earliest and most frequently reported
symptom is shortness ? breath during
FOUTING activities, such as dimbing stairs o
walking briskly. Unlike normal
breathlessness after exertion, the symptom
may gradually worsen and eventually
appear even during rest, Persistent fatigue,
reduced stamina, and dizziness are also
commaon early indicators

"Because the symptoms are vague and
easily mistaken for other conditions like

asthma or general deconditioning,
pulmonary hypertension is often
diagnosed late,” say cardiologists

specializing in pulmonary vascular
diseases. In many cases, patients
experience Symﬁmms for months—ar
even years—hefore receiving an
accurate diagnosis,

Other early warning signs may include
chest discomfort, heart palpitations, or
fainting during physical activity. As the
disease progresses, patients may

develop swelling in the ankles or legs
due to fluid retention, along with a
biluish tint to the lips or skin caused by
reduced oxygen levels in the blood,

Pulmonary hypertension can arise from
several underlying conditions, including
chronic lung diseases, congenital neart
defects, autoimmune disorders such as
lupus, and sleep apnea. In some cases,
the cause remains unknown.

Doctors emphasize that early medical
evaluation is essential if ;‘jl‘l‘m’[ﬂﬂﬁ
persist. Tests such as echocardiography,
imaging scans, and specialized heart-
pressure measurements can help
confirm the diagnosis.

With growing awareness and improved
treatments, putcomes for patients with
pulmonary hypertension are steadily
improving. However, specialists stress
that early detection remains the most
impaortant step in slowing the disease
and improving long-term quality of life.

Early Detection of Idiopathic PAH

Dr. Rajesh Kumar Gupta
Pulmonologist, Ghaziabad

Understanding the "Invisible™ Killer

IPAH occurs when the small arteries in
the lungs thicken and narrow for no
known reason, This increases resistance
to blood flow, forcing the right side of

is often two to three years. By the time a
patient is correctly diagnosed, the
disease has often progressed to an

advanced stage,

Why Early Detection is a Game Changer
In the past, an IPAH diagnosis was a

grim prognosis. However, the medical
landscape in 2026 has shifted
dramatically. While there is currently no
cure, we now have a suite of targeted
therapies—including prostacyclin
analegues and dual endothelin
receptor antagonists—that can slow
disease progression and significantly
improve guality of life.

The catch? These treatments are most
effective when started before

consultation;

® Unexplained shortness of breath
during routine activities.

® Swelling (edema) In the ankles or
legs.

@ Bluish tint to the lips or skin
(cyanosis),

® Fainting spells during physical
exertion.

A Path Forward

Diagnosis usually begins with a simple;
non-invasive echocardiogram to
estimate |lung pressure, followed by a
right heart catheterization to confirm

the diagnosis.
We must move past the "wait and see"

approach, If your breathing feels "off"

high, placing strain on the heart and
potentially leading to heart failure. Early
detection is critical, yet the disease often goes
undiagnosed until symptoms become severe,
including shortness of breath, fatigue, and
swelling in the |egs or ankles. Recent

blood —are becoming increasingly useful for
identifying pulmanary hypertension. For
example, elevated levels of brain natriuretic
peptide (BNP) or N-terminal pro-BNP can
signal heart strain caused by PH. Combining
biomarker analysis with imaging improves

breathlessness, fatigue, or swelling should
seek medical evaluation. With earlier
detection and continued innovation in
diagnostics, the outlook for patients with
pulmonary hypertension is improving, offering
hope for more timely treatment and better

the heart to work harder. Over time, the
heart muscle weakens, leading to right-
heart failure,

Because the symptoms—shaortness of
breath, fatigue, and chest pain —mimic
common ailments like asthma or

permanent remodeling of the heart
occurs. Early intervention doesn't just

add years tolife; it adds life toyears.

Red Flags toWatch For
If you or a loved one experiences the

and standard treatments for asthma or
fitness aren't working, advocate for
your heart, Early detection is the most
powerful tool we have to turn a life-
threatening diagnosis into a manageable
chronic condition,

diagnostic accuracy and helps physicians  long-term outcomes.

anxiety, the average delay in diagnosis

Breathlessness in Pulmonary
Hypertension

In a healthy body, the right side of the
heart pumps blood through the
pulmenary arteries to the lungs, where it

Treatment Options for PAH

carry blood from the heart to the lungs. As
these vessels tighten and stiffen, the right
sicde of the heart struggles to push blood
through, leading to breathlessness and
heart strain.

toward Initial Combination Therapy, We no
longer wait for a patient to "fail" on one
medication before adding another. By
attacking the disease through multiple
pathways simultaneously—often starting

common ailments like asthma or COPD,
PH is frequently misdiagnosed, This delay
is critical: without treatment, the constant

The Three Pillars of Therapy with two or three drugs right at the time of picks up oxygen. In patients with PH, these  strain on the heart can lead to right-sided
Maodern treatment is built on three  diagnosis—we can stap the progression of HELETIER bec.‘:'iﬁe narrfuw,_thu:kl,_lﬂtﬁt:ﬂ. Thrﬁ' heartﬁﬂure.h
a > biological pathways that control how blood  the disease much more effectively. Creates resistance, forcing the heart to  HopeThrough Innovation

While PH is a serious, chronic condition,
the landscape of care has shifted
dramatically over the last decade, We now
have a variety of "vasodilators®-
medications that help open the narrowed
blood vessels—along with advanced
therapies that improve exercise capacity
and quality of life,

The key is early detection. If you
experience unexplained shortness of
breath, chest pain, or fainting, it is vital 1o
advocate for a thorough cardiovascular
evalliation, often irvolving anechocardiogram.
We must move past the idea that being
"out of breath" is a normal part of life. By
recognizing the signs early, we can take
the pressure off the heart and help
patientsbreathe easier again.

work significantly harder to push blood
through.As the pressure builds, the
heart's right ventricle eventually weakens
from the strain. The resuit is a profound
sense of breathlessness—known
medically as dyspnea— because the body
simply isn't receiving the oxygenated
blood it needs to function efficiently.

More Than Just "Out of Breath"

Unlike the temporary huffing and puffing
after a workout, PH-related breathlessness
is persistent. Patients often describe it as
“air hunger," a frightening sensation of
being unable to take a full, satisfying
breath. As the condition progresses, even
simple tasks like dressing or talking can
become exhausting,

Because symptoms overlap with more

vessels relax or constrict, Think of these as

the "controi switches" for the lungs.

e The Nitric Oxide Pathway: \We use
miedications (like PDES inhibitors) to
boost the body's natural ability to relax

blood vessels.

The Endothelin Pathway: We block
"endothelin," a substance the body
produces inexcess in PAH patients that
causes vesselsto tighten.

The Prostacyclin Pathway: \We replace a
naturally occurring lipid that helps
keep vessels open and prevents them
from thickening.

From "One Drug" to "Triple Therapy™
Perhaps the most significant shift in
journalism and medicine alike is the move

The Future: Beyond Vasodilators

The frontier of PAH research is now moving
toward "disease-modifying” therapies. We
are investigating drugs that don't just relax
the vessels but actually help repair the
cellular damage within the vessel walls.
Furthermore, for patients where medication
is not enough, surgical eptions and lung
transplantation remains a vital, life-saving
hackstop.

While PAH remains a chronic and serious
condition, the "silent strain" is being met
with a loud and sophisticated medical
response; If you find yourself breathless
during routine tasks, do not dismiss it, Early
intervention is not just an option; i is the
key to rewriting your story.,

Dr. Saurabh Biswas
Cardiologist, Ghaziabad

Dr. Akhilesh Kumar

n the realm of cardiovascular medicine, Cardiologist, Ghaziabad

few conditions have seen as dramatic a
transformation in treatment as "
Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension (PAH),
Often described as "high blood pressure in
the lungs,” PAH was once a diagnosis with
few answers and a grim outlook. Today, ®
however, we are in an era of targeted
therapy where the goal has shifted from
mere survival to an active, fulfilling life.
The core challenge of PAH is the narrowing
of the pulmanary arteries — the "pipes" that

t begins subtly. Perhaps you feel a bit

mare winded than usual after climbing

a flight of stairs, or you find yourself
pausing for air during a brisk walk. Many
dismiss these early signs as a lack of
fitness or the natural progression of age.
However, when breathlessness persists, it
may be & signal from a complex and often
misunderstood condition; Pulmonary
Hypertension (PH).
What is Pulmonary Hypertension?

"This is a patient awareness mitiative by MSN labs. The views and opintons expressed here are based on the expertise of the doctors and 15 not endorsed by MSN labs. Reader's are advised to seek to necessary medical advice from a quabhified medical practitioner.”
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e POLITICS

Results cement
national parties’
rise, state leaders
lose more ground

Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, May 4

WITH THE defeat of the All-India Trinamool Congress
(TMC) after 15 years in power in West Bengal and the sur-
prise defeat of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
in Tamil Nadu, the standing of regional parties has hita
new low.

Although the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) is a
new regional player that has done very well in Tamil
Nadu, the regional framing of polls in the southern state
has nevertheless suffered aloss, asthe DMK was the
strongest proponent of Tamil identity and politics. Anti-
incumbency defeated the DMK’s dogged framing of the
elections as one to be fought around Tamil pride, with
Chief Minister M K Stalin — who was championing the
Tamil cause — losing his own seat.

Thisisjust thelatestjolt to regional politics. While the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is technically a national party, it
was powerful only in certain regions like Punjab and
Delhi. Its footprint, however, has been shrinking.
Recently, the AAP lost seven Rajya Sabha MPs to the BJP,
ayear afterlosing the Delhi Assembly to the saffron party.

The Communist Party of India (Marxist), or CPI(M),
which isalso technically a national party, had in effect
shrunk to one state, Kerala, thus becomingstrictly a
regional player. The victory of the Congress, another na-
tional party, over the CPI(M) in Kerala means that another
force in a single state has suffered a setback. Similarly, the
BJP defeated Naveen Patnaik’s Biju Janata Dal in Odisha
in 2024, ending Patnaik’s 24-year stint as CM.

Oneregional party that has bucked the trend after
2024 is Hemant Soren’s Jharkhand Mukti Morcha, which
succeeded in beating the BJP in the last Assembly polls.
Besides that, Omar Abdullah’s National Conference is
holdingits own in Jammu and Kashmir.

The shift
The electoral turn of the past two years, thus, shows a
shift towards national
parties. Thiscomesata
e COALITIONERA time when the Opposition

hasbeen flagging federal
concerns and accusingthe
Centre of withholding
funds, misusing agencies
againstitsleaders, and
alsotryingtochange
India’s “electoral map”
through delimitation on
thelatest census figures,
which would diminish the
relative share of the south-
ernstatesin the Lok Sabha.

The period from the decline of the Congress post-1989
marked the high point of regional parties, leading to 25
years of coalition politics. At the national level, the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA), carved out by the BJP
with multiple regional parties, and the United Progress-
ive Alliance, having the Congress and “secular” regional
parties, ran coalition governments that had to be sensi-
tive towards regional concerns to survive.

The rise of Narendra Modi in 2014 unsettled this equi-
librium. The BJP began to dominate western, central,
and northern India, leading to a decline in the standing
of the SP, the Rashtriya Janata Dal, the Bahujan Samaj
Party, the Shiv Sena, and the Nationalist Congress Party.
Ofthese, the last two split during Modi’s second term: the
factions that got the original party symbol then joined
handswith the NDA. The Janata Dal (United), or JD(U),
survived in Bihar, with Nitish Kumar nimbly moving
from the NDA to the Opposition and back. However, even
in Bihar, the pattern of a move towards national politics
picked up, finally installing a BJP CM in the state.

® The period from the decline of
the Congress post-1989 marked
the high point of regional
parties, leading to 25 years of
coalition politics.

® Therise of Modiin 2014 un-
settled this equilibrium. The BJP
began to dominate western,
central, and northern India.

Challenge for the Opposition

The Opposition’s challenge is that while it is flagging
federal concerns, voters seem to be moving towards na-
tional parties, particularly the BJP, with each passing year.
With the Congress, despite its improved showing in 2024
when itsecured 99 seats in the Lok Sabha, not being able
to emerge as an alternative tothe BJPin the last 12 years,
the need for Opposition unity has made multiple parties
articulate thelanguage of federal concerns. The cases
filed against many Opposition leaders have added to the
framing of politics in federal terms. This however, is not
impacting voter behaviour, with recent cycles of state
polls showing the BJP emerging as more powerful.

Itislargely in south India that regional parties are still
influential. But they are under pressure here, too. Even
in Telangana in December 2023, the Congress was able to
defeat the Bharat Rashtra Samithi, a regional party that
had years ago taken credit for the state’s formation.

The perception that its fall from 303 to 240 seats in
the Lok Sabhain 2024 would dent the BJP has not
proved correct so far. Its allies, the JD(U) and the Telugu
Desam Party, have backed it, even on the Constitution
(131st Amendment) Bill, which the Opposition had
framed asarusetobringin delimitation to the
detriment of southern states.
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« ECONOMICS

Jobs to GDP to debt: State
of poll state economices

UDIT MISRA

ACROSS FOUR very different states —
Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and West Ben-
gal — voters gave resounding mandates in
the 2026 Assembly elections. The landslide
victories underscored how decidedly
voters wanted to either punish the incum-
bent and summarily change the way their
states were being governed or, as was the
case in Assam, to reward the incumbent
without hesitation.

Here’s alook at some of the key macro-
economic data and the state government’s
fiscal health. This is notjust to understand
why voters might have chosen the way they
did, but also to recognise the main chal-
lenges the incoming Chief Ministers face.

State of economic growth and people’s
incomes

Chart1capturesabroader trend of how
each of the four states grew and what hap-
pened to average incomes in each of the
states over a decade between 2015 to 2024.

Over this decade, Assam’s gross state
domestic product (GSDP) — a measure of
the overall size of the economy — not only
grew at the fastest rate among the four
states in question but also has been one of
the fastest across India. Among the larger
states, only Telangana registered a faster
growth rate during this period.

Asaresult, Assam registered the fastest
growth rate in per capita incomes, beating
not just Telangana but also other prosper-
ous states such as Gujarat and Karnataka.
Even though Assam’s per capita GSDP is
still the lowest in this comparison, it has al-
most trebled to catch up with West Bengal.
The two states that were bastions of Left
parties, West Bengal and Kerala, continued
to post modest gains for their people with
per capita GSDP growing at arate below 5%.

Tamil Nadu has fared better over the
pastdecade, and an average resident of the
state is now richer than their next-door
neighbour in Kerala, thanks to substan-
tially faster growth rates both of the overall
economy and per capita incomes. Kerala
had registered the slowest growth rate in
overall economic size — a pace that has
seen some other states (such as Telangana
and Gujarat) jump ahead in per capita in-
comes.

State of (un)employment

India is undergoing a demographic
transition with millions joining the work-
ing age population, and this has created a
growing challenge for governments in the
form of unemployment.

Chart 2 maps two key metricsin thisre-
gard. The Labour Force Participation Rate
(LFPR) essentially tells the demand for jobs
in a state. Higher the LFPR, more the per-
centage of people in the working age group
who are actively looking for a job.

Compared with the national average of
55.1%, all the states that went to pollshad a
higher demand for jobs. None more so than
West Bengal, which also had the highest
unemployment rate among the four states.
The unemployment rate is the percentage
of people who were looking for ajobbutdid
not get it.

West Bengal’s unemployment rate was

Alook at fiscal health of states is
essential to understand voters’
choices and recognise the
challenges Chief Ministers will face

BJP supporters celebrate the party’s victory in the West Bengal Assembly election in Salt Lake, Kolkata, on Monday. PARTHA PAUL
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1. The state ofincome growth

PER CAPITA GSDP (in Rs cr) COMPOUND ANNUAL
®2014-15 m2023-24 GROWTH RATE
(CAGR, in %)

- < © | |Per capita

I}‘;‘ S 2] State | GSDP GSDP

% Ld 8 - I s
< = <. — Assam| 780% | 11.40%
(o)) b ! {
< Kerala | 4.90% |8.60%
i TN | 640% [10.30%
Assam Kerala TN - WB .WB : 330% !9'10/)!

NOTE: PER CAPITAINCOME, OWN REVENUE, AND EXPENDITURE HAVE BEEN CALCULATED
USING STATE-WISE POPULATION PROJECTIONS FOR THE RESPECTIVE YEARS USING
POPULATION PROJECTIONS BY THE NATIONAL COMMISSION OF POPULATION.

SOURCES: RBI; MOSPI; NATIONAL COMMISSION ON POPULATION; STATE BUDGET
DOCUMENTS OF VARIOUS STATES FOR 2025-26; PRS

3.Risinginterestburdenforgovts
INTEREST PAYMENTS AS A % OF REVENUE RECEIPTS
201617 ™ 2024-25

6.00%
A N 070%
Keral 16.00%

Tl I 23.30%
Tamil 14.60%

Nadu I 21.30%
West 21.80%
Bengal I 21.20%

SOURCES: RBI; CAG; MOSPI; PRS

2. State of unemployment

Labqu'r Force
s | foiton vl
Sept 2025-26)
‘Assam . 604 5.2
| Kerala 594 ' 3.7 |
I.Tamil Nadu 58.6 57
:.West Bengal 61 | 6.1 |
i.lndia 551 5.2 |

*ACCORDING TO CURRENT WEEKLY STATUS FOR PERSONS 15
YEARS AND ABOVE; SOURCE: ECONOMIC SURVEY 2026

4. State of govtfinances

Fiscal Deficit R Unconditional
asa % of ev?nge Cash Transfers
State | Gross State [a): a:i/lt asa % of
Domestic of GSDP reveljue
Product receipts
Assam 25 : 0 4.30%
' Kerala 3 | 1.9 NA
I 1 28 | a2 | 420% '|
wB | 32 | a1 | 10% |

SOURCE: PRS; ALL DATA 1S 2025-26 BE

substantially higher than the national aver-
age, while Kerala’s was the lowest and sub-
stantially lower than the country’s average.
Tamil Nadu’s unemployment rate might
belower than West Bengal’s, but one hasto
take into account the lower demand for
jobs as well. For instance, even with lower
LFPR than Assam, Tamil Nadu has been
witnessing a higher unemployment rate,
suggesting there was elevated stress among

VERDICT

2026

voters when it came to jobs.

State of government finances

However, before any Chief Minister can
address these macroeconomic parameters,
theywill haveto first setin order the health
of government finances. A government
that has already borrowed more than its ca-
pacity, one that is saddled with the burden
of paying back past loans, or one that is

spending too much on freebies instead of
creating new productive assets, cannot
reignite a state’s growth story.

Charts 3and 4 lay down some of the key
metrics that the incoming Chief Ministers
will have to contend with.

The first metric is fiscal deficit as a per-
centage of the state’s economy. Fiscal defi-
cit essentially refers to the amount of
money a state government can borrow
from the market to meet the gap between
its revenues and expenses. Prudential
norms peg it to be 3% or lower. As things
stand, West Bengal was the one state that
exceeded this prudential norm.

But another key metric — revenue defi-
cit or gap between a state’s revenue expen-
diture and revenue receipts — shows that
while the overall borrowing levels may not
be as high, the borrowed money is being
used by many just to meet day-to-day gaps
in expenditure and revenues.

Ideally, the 3% fiscal deficit should be
used toinvestin capital expenditure —the
kind that creates productive capacity inthe
economy like making roads, railways and
ports, etc. But if a state has a revenue deficit,
itimplies that the government is borrowing
to meet its everyday expenses such as sal-
aries and pensions. Barring Assam, the
other three slip up on this metric.

A growing worry in this regard is the
growth of unconditional cash transfers by
state governments in aid to alleviate econ-
omic distress among voters and to pur-
chase allegiance. West Bengal, for example,
hasbeen spending10% of all itsrevenue re-
ceiptson such doles. Read in the context of
arevenue deficit, this essentially meansthe
state government is borrowing to dole out
cash.

Lastly, when governments borrow reck-
lessly for years, the interest on past loans
starts to pile up. Chart 3 shows how all the
states have racked up high interest pay-
ment bills. West Bengal’s number does not
show as much growth but it was high to
begin with, whereas Kerala and Tamil
Nadu’s liability in this regard has shot up.

® IN NUMBERS

With BJP winning Bengal, how India’s political map changes

Anjishnu Das
New Delhi, May 4

WITH THE BJP on track to notch a remark-
able first-ever win in West Bengal by un-
seating the Trinamool Congress (TMC), the
saffron party and its NDA allies are now in
power in 22 state Assemblies, up from 21 at
the end of 2025.

The BJP is en route to retaining power
in Assam, while ally All India NR Congress
(AINRC) is holding on to Puducherry. The
NDA has struggled to make inroads in Ke-
rala, and the All India Anna Dravida Mun-
netraKazhagam (AIADMK) stands in third
place in Tamil Nadu. Poll debutant Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), led by actor-
turned-politician Vijay, is on course to dis-
place INDIA bloc member Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) from power
in Tamil Nadu.

On the Opposition front, the INDIA bloc
parties are set to hold power in six states —
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Telangana, Karnataka and now
Kerala.

The Congress-led United Democratic
Front (UDF) looks set to return to power in
Kerala after a decade of the Pinarayi Vi-
jayan-led Left Democratic Front (LDF)’s
rule. Kerala was the last remaining Left
stronghold across the country.

The loss will mark the first time since
1977that no state in India has acommunist
government. Three states — Kerala,
Tripuraand West Bengal —have had com-
munist governments in their history, but
all have seen theideology’sinfluence wane

eGaining ground

WNDA ®INDIA° mAAP mBJD WBRS MWLEFT ®mTMC

YSRCP = ZPM = TVK ™ Others

in recent years. Shrinking
Among the other non-NDA parties, the .o
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) will look to defend 0pp05ltl0n

its Punjab bastion in 2027 and the Zoram
People’s Movement (ZPM) holds Mizoram.

The DMK had been a major INDIA bloc
ally, includingin Parliament, and had been
raising national issues to take on the BJP,
ranging from language imposition to de-
limitation. Though its defeat in Tamil Nadu
has brought the INDIA bloc down by two
states, the Congress’s expected win in Ke-
rala will compensate for the loss.

While the TMC has also been in the
INDIA bloc, because it has diverged from
the alliance on some key issues, this article
does not include it in the INDIA numbers.
In the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, the TMC
decided to contest alone in West Bengal,

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

statesand Union
Territories.

® |nall, an Opposi-
tion party is now set
tobein powerinnine

after differences with the INDIA bloc.

In all, an Opposition party is now set to
bein power in nine states and Union Terri-
tories (UT).

Since 2014, when the Narendra Modi-
led BJP first came to power at the Centre,
the BJPand its allies have made significant
gains across the country, including win-
ning several states for the first time and
striking key alliances in others. In doing so,
it has shed the image of a primarily north
Indian party.

In 2014, the NDA was in power in 16
states, the current constituents of the
INDIA blocin 10 states, and other regional
outfits in another five.

By 2019, the NDA had expanded to 18
states while the present INDIA bloc fell to
six (Punjab, Rajasthan, Maharashtra,

Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Pudu-
cherry), though regional parties managed
to hold on to another six (West Bengal,
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Delhi, and Kerala). At the end 0f 2024, the
NDA grew to 18 states and the INDIA bloc
remained at six, with regional parties
at five.

Now, only three states are ruled by non-
BJP, non-INDIA bloc parties (Punjab,
Tripura and Tamil Nadu). In 2014, the BJP
on its own had held power in just seven
states, requiring the strength of allies, in-
cluding major regional parties, in another
nine states where the NDA was in power.

In 2019, there were 10 states where the
BJP was in power on its own. This figure
grew to 12 states by 2024, and currently
stands at 14 states.
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Rohit Sharma’s 84, Ryan Rickleton’s
83 lays the foundation as host’s make
short work of 229-run target

SYNOPSIS: A 143-run
stand for the opening
wicket between Ryan
Rickelton and Rohit
Sharma helps MI chase
down 229 runs against
LSG at the Wankhede.

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, May 4

SUNDAY MAY have been op-
tional nets, but Rohit Sharma
spent an hour honing his bat-
ting skills under the evening
sun. It was perhaps an indica-
tionthathewasfitand raring to
go, and on Monday, with Mum-
baiIndians (MI) needing towin
tohalt their losing streak, he de-
livered with the bat, much to
the delight of the capacity
crowd at the venue.

Rohit-Rickelton show

The Wankhede Stadium
roared in delight as Rohit
Sharma made his way down
the stairsand into the middle to
bat for the first time in three
weeks. Playing as an impact
sub, he would have hoped for
an easy chase to mark his re-
turn, but his bowlers were not
as grateful, conceding 228 runs
in20 overs.

If there was pressure, it did
not show early. It was Ryan
Rickelton who took charge.
Fresh from a century in the pre-
vious home game against SRH,
the left-hander started briskly,
scoring 15 off his first five balls
and immediately putting the
bowlers on the back foot.

That early burst helped
Rohit ease in. LSG needed
powerplay wickets to take early
control of proceedings, but
Rickelton ensured they never
settled. He attacked both Mo-
hammed Shami and Mohsin
Khan, taking MI to 50 in five
overs and setting the tone for
the chase.

While Rickelton’s early fire-
works had ensured that MI
were not behind the eight-ball,

Washington addressed key question around GT:

Express News Service
Mumbai, May 4

FORMER INDIA player Ravi-
chandran Ashwin lauded
Washington Sundar’s impor-
tant cameo vs Punjab Kings on
Sunday, saying that that in-
nings has addressed some of
the concerns that Gujarat Ti-
tans had about its middle order.
The Titans have always relied
heavily on their top 3 in Shub-
man Gill, Sai Sudharsan and
Jos Buttler to score the bulk of
their runs in the IPL but their
middle order has more often

the anticipation from the ca-
pacity crowd about Rohit find-
ing his groove was only rising
with each passing over.

He finally found his rhythm
in the sixth over, taking Avesh
Khan for 21 runs, which in-
cluded two fours and two sixes.
It was the kickstart he needed,
and iteased the pressure onthe
South African at the other end.

LSG’s bowling approach
made things easier. They relied
largely on pace, using four
seamers and just one spinner.
Once Rickelton and Rohit got
used to the pace of the surface,
strokeplay became simpler.
There waslittle variation to dis-
rupt their rhythm.

Rickelton brought up his
half-century off 21 balls in the
eighth over as MI edged to-
wards the 100-mark. An over
later, it was Rohit’s turntoreach
his fifty with a six over long-on
off left-arm spinner M Sidd-
harth. The pair put MIin the as-
cendancy at the halfway mark
and at127/0, 1aid the ideal foun-
dation to chase the score down.
The onus was now on Pant to
make things happen, but none
of hisbowlerslooked capable of
answering their captain’s call.

The stand was finally
broken by Mohsin Khan in the
11th over as Rickelton fell for 83
in 32 balls, after putting on 143
runs, for the first wicket with
Rohit. In the last few matches,
only one of MI's two opening
batsmen had come good. On
Monday, when both fired to-
gether, MI ran away with the
game. Rickelton’s dismissal
had little effect on Rohit, who
remained on the attack against
a bowling unit that had lost its
bite. He was most severe on
Avesh, whowas at the receiving
end of some sumptuous strokes
from his bat, a six over cover-
pointinthe 13th over being the
best of the lot.

The right-hander took 35
runs off the pacer, which in-
cluded three fours and three
sixes. Helooked good for more,
but the strategic time-outled to

than not failed to fire.

On Sunday, Washington ad-
dressed some of these concerns
after scoring 40 not out off 23
ballswith help of five foursand
asixto help GT chasedown 164
with a ball to spare.

“Washington Sundar’s in-
nings was extremely important
because it addressed a key
question around Gujarat Ti-
tans’ middle order. While a lot
oftheir runs come fromthe top
three, contributions like this
show the depth they have.
Washington has often been
used as aflexible option, but he

Ro-Ry roar: Mumbai Indians’
six machines blow away LSG

a . o |

Rohit Sharma (84 off 44 balls, 6x4, 7x6) helped MI chase a steep target of 229 against LSG. beepak JosHI
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[Teams|M [W [L [PTS
[PBKS 9 [6 [2 [13
RCB |9 |6 |3 |12
I[SRH [10 |6 [4 |12
RR (10 [6 |4 |12
[GT [0 |6 [4 [12
CSkK 9 |4 |5 |8
IDcC |9 [4 |5 |8
KKR (9 |3 |5 |7
Ml 10 (3 |7 |6

ISG 9 |2 |7 |4
M: MATCH; W: WIN; L:LOSS; PTS: POINTS;

his undoing as Siddharth in-
duced a top edge after the
break. His 84 off 44 balls had six
fours and seven sixes. The
Wankhede crowd that had lost
its voice in the previous four
home games finally had some-
thing to cheer for.

Pooran comes good
Before Monday’s game

While alot of

their runs
come from the top
three, contributions
like this show the
depth they have.”

RASHWIN
ONGT'SMIDDLE-ORDER PROBLEM

stepped up, handled the press-
urewell, and ensured the chase
was completed. It might not
have looked flashy, but it was a

Number Plate

1

©® Mumbai Indians conceded just
one boundary inthe last three
overs — on thefifth ball of the
19th over — to put the brakes on
LSG’s scoring rate. It stopped
them from getting close to 250,
and restricted the visitors to 228.

against MI, Nicholas Pooran
had managed just 82 runs in
eight matches in IPL 2026. For
a batter of his ability, it had
been a quiet and frustrating
phase in a season where a lot
was expected from his bat.

On a smaller ground and
against a pedigreed yet out-of-
form attack, he finally found
his moment. Walking into bat
in the third over, the left-
hander did not take long to
make an impact. He launched
Will Jacks for a six off the fifth

very composed and clinical ef-
fort to get the team over the
line,” Ashwin told JioStar after
GT beat PBKS by five wickets.

Chasingtargetslike 164 can
be tricky and what sets GT apart
from other sides, is their
methodical approach, based on
conditions.

“Gujarat Titans were once
again incredibly composed in
the way they approached the
chase. Their batting may not al-
ways look explosive, but it’s
highly methodical and built
around understanding condi-
tions,” Ashwin said.

ball he faced, a shot that
seemed to free him up.

What followed was a clean,
confidentdisplay of hitting. He
focused almost entirely on the
leg side, repeatedly targeting
the area from long-on to fine
leg. The result was an innings
with eight sixes, each maxi-
mum a blend of crisp timing
and raw powetr.

He brought up his first fifty
of IPL 2026 in just 16 balls, put-
ting the pressure firmly back on
the opposition.

Pooran’sknockended inthe
ninth over, but not before he
had blasted his way to 63 off 21
balls and added 94 runs in 34
deliveries for the second wicket
with Mitchell Marsh. For LSG,
the hope would be that it was
the start of bigger things from
hisbat for the rest of the season.

BRIEF SCORES:LSG228/5in
20 overs (Nicholas Pooran 64,
Mitchell Marsh 44) lost to MI
229/4 in 18.4 overs (Rohit
Sharma 84, Ryan Rickelton 83)
by six wickets.

Ashwin

Salt returnsto Eng

Royal Challengers Benga-
luru were dealt with a blow
after opener Phil Salt returned
to England for scans on his
finger after he sustained an in-
jury on. The finger injury has
prevented the batter from play-
ing in RCB’s three previous
games. This has allowed his
England teammate Jacob
Bethell to step in at the top of
the order.

Saltdamaged a finger on his
left hand while diving to save a
boundary during RCB’s defeat
to Delhi Capitals on April 18.

RIYAN PARAG VAPE ROW

It’s not the smoking, it’s
the culture at Raj Royals

Sandeep Dwivedi
New Delhi, May 4

SMOKING IS injurious to
health. Disclaimer out of the
way, now about the Riyan Parag
vape video, BCCI’s rap on his
knuckle for what the press re-
lease called “conduct that
brings the game into disrepute”
and how with time perceptions
change. What was once a casual
act that mostly went unnoticed
or made heads turn is now an
eye-raising scandalous taboo.

This IPL week, there was
outrage, and also virtue-signal-
ing, when the camera caught
Parag smoking in the dressing
room. This wasn’t how it used
tobe. Backin the day, cigarette
companies poured money into
cricket, Wills and Benson &
Hedges billboards dotted sta-
diums and a player seen smok-
ing in public inadvertently
multiplied his machismo and
mystique. Those were the days
when the Marlboro man and
Clint Eastwood — with their
cowboy hats, half-shut squint
eyes and a cigarette dangling
from their pursed lips — de-
fined coolness.

In India, superstar Dev
Anand would spread the un-
scientific virtues of smoking.
Drawing circles in the air with
his hands, like only he could,
and that trademark carefree
gait in place, he would sing
about blowing every worry up
in smoke. The world believed
whatever he said and sang —
evenifitwas “harfikrkodhuen
mein udata chala gaya”. When
he exhaled a plume of smoke,
there was no tobacco warning
on the silver screen.

Back then, cigarettes were
seen asaway to ease stress, and
that almost made it acceptable
for top players, already under
huge pressure to perform, to
take a deep drag after a game.
Sowhen Krishnamachari Srik-
kanth smoked like a chimney,
while standing not too far from
Kapil Dev with the 1983 World
Cup in hand on the Lord’s bal-
cony, TV didn’t draw red circles
around him. No one was bring-
ing disrepute to the game.

Later in the mid-90s, it was
the tobacco companies that
powered the growth of the
game in the sub-continentand
laid the foundation of India’s
present day rise as cricketing
superpower. For the 1996 World
Cup in India, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, Indian Tobacco Com-
pany signed a record-breaking
title sponsorship deal. The
cherry on the cake was the £5
million promotional cam-
paign. Cricket popularity
would go through the roof and
the age of commercialisation
was well and truly upon India.

In his seminal book War
Minus The Shooting, the late
Mike Marqusee records for pos-
terity the sport’s complex di-
lemma. ITC’s Wills World Cup
manager Hemant Malik told
him: “We are not converting
anyone tosmoking. Our market
is expanding all the time — be-

Riyan Parag vapes in the dressing room. (R) Shane Warne wrote in
his book how the Australian dressing room ‘stank of cigarettes’. FiLE

What should be
moreworryingfor
BCClIis Rajasthan

Royals team culture.
Thisis their second
dressingroom
transgressionthis
season, after the
managerwas
penalised forusing a
mobile phone during
agame.

cause people are being con-
verted from bidis to cigarettes.”
The anti-smoking lobby had
been reminding people that
two thousand two hundred In-
dians die each day from smok-
ing-related illnesses. Indian
cricket’s coffers were never
empty after that while rural
Indiahad switched to cigarettes
in hordes. But wasn’t sport, a
proven healthy pursuit, pro-
moting an unhealthy habit?

Socrates, Warne, Raju

Not just cricket, sport in
general had no qualms. Ciga-
rette brand Winston sponsored
the 1982 FIFA World Cup and
four yearslaterin Mexico it was
Camel. Before FIFA signed up
for WHO’s Tobacco Free Sports
campaign, footballer locker
rooms smelled like bars. Such
was tobacco’s acceptability that
cigarettes defined the person-
alities of players. There was a
ring of romance around
smokers with magical ball
skills.

Probably the most cel-
ebrated was Brazilian Socrates
— spiritual, philosophical,
found in the company of intel-
lectuals between games. So-
crates idolised Che Guevara
and Castro — men who, like
him, rarely put down a ciga-
rette. Cruyff, who redefined
football, smoked at half-time,
showered, and lit another be-
fore the second half.

His addiction compli-
mented his image of a moody
artist, a creative genius, a prod-
uct of the liberal Dutch culture
and arebel who defied conven-
tions. A coach once objected to
his routine. Soon he was look-
ing for anew job.

Cricket’s equivalent was

Shane Warne. In his biography
My Spin, Warne recalled the
days when Benson & Hedges
sponsored the Aussie team. “By
the way, half the side smoked
regularly ... Boony, Geoff
Marsh, Bruce Reid, Greg
Matthews, AB when he was
having a drink, me and the phy-
sio Errol Alcott were smokers.
It was partly the culture at the
time and partly the sponsors
making the fags so available —
the dressing-rooms stank of
cigarettes. Everyone just lit up
— in restaurants, trains, cars
and planes.”

Yes, planes too. Indian
spinner Venkatapathy Raju
would join the smokers to-
wards the tail of the aircraft on
India’s tour to England. Warne’s
account is funny. “He chain-
smoked and got completely
pissed on two cans of Swan
Light. I think he was more ter-
rified of his captain, Moham-
mad Azharuddin ... so we gave
him a bunch of mints and told
him to crash out for an hour.
I’'m not sure it worked, to be
honest. He was sheepish for
days.”

In days to come, the RR
skipper Parag too might be
sheepish. But he isn’t the first
young man caught smoking.
What should be more worrying
for the BCCI is Rajasthan
Royals team culture. This is
their second dressing room
transgression this season, after
the manager was penalised for
using a mobile phone during a
game. Transgressions multiply
where culture is loose.

Rajasthan Royals know this
better than most — their co-
owner and three players once
faced spot-fixing charges, a
scandal that nearly finished the
franchise. That crisis was also,
atitsroot, a failure of culture, of
oversight, of someone in auth-
ority looking the other way.

When acaptainvapesinthe
dressing room, in full view of
the entire squad, as casually as
players sip tea in each other’s
company, it is not just about
one man’s habit. It speaks to
what is considered acceptable,
what goes unchecked, and who
sets the tone.

For a franchise with that his-
tory, these are not small ques-
tions. This is a red flag, if not a
smoking gun.

e PREVIEW: DELHI CAPITALS VS CHENNAI SUPER KINGS

No sight of Dhoni as familiar questions confront CSK

Tushar Bhaduri
New Delhi, May 4

“UPDATE ON MS Dhoni is way
above my pay grade.” This one
line by a member of the Chen-
nai Super Kings (CSK) coaching
squad shows where the fran-
chise is at present.

The team is placed sixth in
the Indian Premier League
(IPL) and still has an outside
chance to make it to the play-
offs. But bowling coach Eric
Simons had a rather unique
take on the now expected regu-
lar query about the availability
of the face of the franchise for
Tuesday's game against Delhi
Capitals at the Arun Jaitley Sta-
dium. For the record, Dhoni has
not travelled with the rest of the
squad for the fixture that's cru-
cial for CSK's playoff hopes.

“He's not with us but he's
improving. He will be ready
when he's ready. He knows
when he's ready to play,”
Simonssaid at the press confer-
ence on Monday.

But the manner in which
the South African, a senior fig-
ure in the coaching team,
washed his hands off the one

question which hasdominated
team composition through the
whole season told its own story,
despite Dhoni not taking the
field in any game as his return
keeps getting pushed back.

It tells something about the
narrative following the fran-
chise that the prospects of the
team are forever linked to a 44-
year-old, who doesn't play any
cricket outside the IPL. Dhoni's
absence was initially expected
tobe two-weekslong, butasthe
matches went on, it was pro-
longed, first due to the delay in
hisrecovery and then about the
problem in accommodating
him in the team. It even
prompted batting coach Mike
Hussey to observe that Dhoni's
presence would be a distraction
for the team.

“He’s such a team-orien-
tated guy, MS Dhoni. He always
wants what’s best for the team
and he was worried that if he
came, there’d be abit too much
ofadistraction,” the Australian
had said before the previous
match against Mumbai In-
dians. “Obviously, the cameras
would be on him a lot. The
crowd would be cheering for

CSK players during a training session in New Delhi on Monday. pri

him and things like that. And
he really wanted the team to
just be able to go about theirjob,
doour thing.”

Ruturaj Gaikwad is the des-
ignated captain of the team, but
even he has acknowledged that
Dhoni is the 'big man.' That he
himself was short of runs for
the first few games of the cam-
paign didn't help his cause. His
last two outings resulted in un-
beaten half-centuries, the last
one guiding histeam to victory.
But the undue focus on a player
who may not even take the field
this season can only under-
mine his position.

Simons felt compelled to

mention that Gaikwad was “a
quality cricketer” and “very
much the leader of the team.”
“He's been very clear about
hisleadership role in the team.
I don't think one must link his
runs to his captaincy. It's just
the case of when he gets into
runs. He's had some tough in-
nings, in the sense that we have
been in trouble, wickets have
tumbled and he's battled
through. That's the hallmark of
areally quality batsman.”
Giving Gaikwad his vote of
confidence, Simons described
himasa “surgeon in thiswhole
of chaos batting. He's the kind
of guy who gets 50 runs in 22

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

balls and you haven't noticed
him. Theleadership has always
beenthere, he'salwaysbeenthe
captain. It's good that he's now
scoring runs.”

CSK haven't had continuity
in their team selection. Players
have been benched despite
match-winning performances
in games. Akeal Hosein bowled
them to victory with a spell of
4/17 against MI, but was left out
of the reverse fixture just a few
days later. Similarly, Sarfaraz
Khan has not always found his
name in the team sheet despite
playing some short but impact-
ful knocks, and was seen prac-
tising some of his innovative
shots during Monday's practice
session.

Simons put the constant
chopping and changing to the
Impact Player rule. “The addi-
tional player can be used in dif-
ferent ways. It's about getting
the balance right at the time,
and it'sabout horses for courses
in different situations to cover
all bases. A lot of conversation
goes behind these decisions.It's
added a complexity to team
management that's unique to
this tournament,” he said.

Starc revitalises DC bowling attack:
"His presence gives others confidence’

Tushar Bhaduri
New Delhi, May 4

DELHI CAPITALS (DC) re-
turned to winning ways after
three successive losses when
they aced a big chase against
Rajasthan Royals in their pre-
vious game, and the inclusion
ofagenuinelegend of the game
may have something to dowith
it. Mitchell Starc played for the
first time this season in Jaipur,
and his three wickets — one in
the first over and two towards
the end of the innings — kept
the total to something which
DC could chase down.

Bowling coach Munaf Patel
was relieved to have Starc at his
disposal, especially after his
team failed to defend 264
against the Punjab Kings. “It's
vital to have a wicket-taker in-
side the Powerplay, asthat's key
to prevent a team from getting
areally big score. Early wickets
change the scenario com-
pletely,” the former India
seamer said on the eve of the
game against CSK.

Not only does Starc get

With Lungi Ngidi
available after
banging his head on
theground, DC
again havetheir full
complement of
bowlingresources

wickets himself, but he also
helps those around him get
better. “Bowling partnerships
are key, and that's what was
missing for us in the previous
matches. He's the captain of
our bowling unit, and his pres-
ence gives confidence to the
other players,” Munafsaid.

In this season's IPL, which
has turned into a prolonged
run-fest, bowlers can quickly
get demoralised, especially if
results don't go their way. In
such a case, the role of the bow-
ling coach becomes important,
but Munaf admits there's only
so much he can do.

“I try to motivate them, but
once they go on the ground,
theyare ontheirown.Ican'tdo

anything if they don't bowl to
their strengths and don't target
a batter's weakness,” he said.

The adverse results in the
middle of the campaign have
ensured that DC has little
wriggle room now, as Munaf
admits that the “relax mode” is
over. But if the wickets in the
latter half of the campaign slow
down as the sun beats down
and start to aid spin more, he
believes that could be to his
team's advantage.

“We have two of the best
spinners going around (Axar
Patel and Kuldeep Yadav). So, if
the wickets get tired, it would
be better for us,” he said,
though he felt there won't be
much change.

With South African pacer
Lungi Ngidi available after
banging his head on the ground
a little over a week ago, DC
again have their full comple-
ment of bowling resources.
Kyle Jamieson shared the new
ball with Starcin the last game,
but the four-foreigner rule im-
poses its own limitations on
team composition.
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FIFArejects $20
million bid for
World Cup
broadcast rights

L
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FIFA

FIFA are yet to find anIndian
broadcaster for the quadrennial
showpiece, which kicks off on
June 11. REUTERS

Reuters
New Delhi, May 4

MILLIONS OF soccer fansinthe
world's two most populous na-
tions may not be able to watch
the World Cup that starts next
month, due to a deadlock over
broadcast rightsinIndiaand no
official decision in China.

In India, a Reliance-Disney
joint venture has offered $20
million for 2026 World Cup
broadcast rights, a fraction of
FIFA's ask, which was not ac-
ceptable to soccer's global gov-
erning body, two sources told
Reuters on Monday.

Sony held talks but also de-
cided not to make an offer for
FIFA rights for India, a
third source with direct knowl-
edge said. There has also been
no deal announcement for
China, which FIFA says ac-
counted for 49.8% of all hours
of viewing on digital and social
platforms globally during the
2022 World Cup.

FIFA did not respond to a
Reuters request for comment.
Reliance-Disney, a joint ven-
ture led by billionaire Mukesh
Ambani's Reliance, did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment, and neither did Sony.
The lack of a confirmed broad-
cast agreement with India or
China is unusual at this stage.

In past World Cups, includ-
ing 2018 and 2022, Chinese
state broadcaster CCTV se-
cured therights well inadvance
and began airing promotional
content and sponsor-driven
advertisements weeks before
the tournament. CCTV, which
has extensive reach across
television and digital plat-
forms, did notimmediately re-
turn arequest for comment.

China accounted for 17.7%
and India2.9% of the global lin-
ear TV reach of the 2022 tour-
nament. The two countries to-
gether accounted for 22.6% of
total global digital streaming
reach for that World Cup.

The 2026 tournament kicks
off on June 11, leaving barely
five weeks for a deal to be final-
ised, broadcast infrastructure
to be set up and advertising in-
ventory to be sold.

For India, FIFA initially
sought $100 million for broad-
cast rights for the 2026 and
2030 World Cups, the sources
said, declining tobe named be-
cause the talks are private.

When the World Cup last
aired in India in 2022, Re-
liance's  then-standalone
media arm secured the rights
for about $60 million, which
was announced around 14
months before the event in
Qatar. The tournament drew
over 110 million digital viewers
across its platforms.

THE MAN ARSENAL MUST STOP

Simeone: Pragmatist & fighter
with an unrealised dream

Oneve of semifinal 2nd leg, revelatory
documentary reminds why Argentine
remains the most fascinating manager

Sandip G
New Delhi, May 4

THE FIRM, fiery eyes of Diego
Simeone welled up towards
the end of the first episode of
adocumentary on him, Living
Match by Match. He was re-
counting a chat with his four-
year-old daughter. "I told her
football was my life, and she
corrected, 'No, we are your
life'." The eyes welling up
again, he nodded and said:
"But she was right.”

The Amazon Prime docu-
mentary deconstructs the rag-
ing man in pitch-black coat
prancing up and down the At-
letico Madrid touchline and
separates the man from the
manager, stitching together
his more humane, likeable
side, his fears and fragilities.
He smiles more often than
most during games; he cries
often too, especially when
paying tribute to his idol Diego
Maradona. He wears turtle-
necks and round-necks of
more coloured textures.

There are warm nuggets
into his managing style. When
his team was wobbling in the
title race in the 2020-21 sea-
son, he hung childhood pho-
tos of every player next to their
shelf in the locker room. The
players were surprised. He
told them: "Do you remember
your childhood dream?" He
made another morning ritual
— his players would not say
"good morning" to each other,
but greet one another with
"We're going to be cham-
pions." They got the point,
toughened up and delivered
him the title in a suspenseful
climax.

One of Simeone's favourite
players, Fernando Torres, ex-
plains how he motivates his
charges. "Cholo knows how to
motivate people," the forward
said. "There are team talks be-
fore games when he has to
stop as he is overcome with
emotion. It's not a pose, it's
real. He feels it. And if you see
your coach feels it, you follow
him.”

Every Simeone team bears
certain common traits — grit,
fight and heart. Sometimes it
boils to extremes that his tac-
tics could be misconstrued as
cynical and provocative, as
any Arsenal supporter who
watched the first leg would
readily vouch. The Atletico
codes are shaped as much by
circumstance as by the char-
acteristics of their manager.

Sheddingthe cynicism

Atletico were never as rich
or powerful as the El Clasico ri-
vals, frequently forced to re-
build after losing their finest
players to direct rivals — so
much so that only two players,
captain Koke and Antoine
Griezmann, remain from the
team that lost to Real Madrid
on penalties in the 2016 Cham-
pions League final. Simeone
did not complain. He just kept
building teams that fought
and challenged the duopoly of
Real Madrid and Barcelona in
La Liga, even when crowns
didn't follow. The latest iter-
ation is perhaps his most dy-
namic, finally shedding the
stereotype of cynicism.

Few teams are defined by
their manager as much as At-
letico is. It was always Lionel
Messi's Barcelona, itis already

Atletico Madrid coach Diego Simeone, animated as usual, passes on intructions to his players. A

Lamine Yamal's now; it was al-
ways Cristiano Ronaldo's Real
Madrid, it could soon be Ky-
lian Mbappe's. But Atletico
was always Simeone's. A
tough-tackling defensive mid-
fielder, he belonged to the
pragmatic school of Carlos Bi-
lardo and not his antithesis,
César Luis Menotti, the ro-
mantic. He snarled, sniggered,
exaggerated fouls — rewatch
the David Beckham sending-
off in the 1998 World Cup —
and stretched the laws to their
limits without ever breaking
them. The Brazil striker Ron-
aldo saysin the documentary:
"Cholo was a master at kicking
you, but not getting caught
and sent off." He once left a
stud-shaped hole in the thigh
of Atletico Bilbao's star mid-
fielder Julen Guerrero.
Several times in the docu-
mentary he insists he was cre-
ative too, pointing to a century
of goals scored for his country
and seven clubs. The one that

best embodies his spirit came
against Colombia in the 1993
Copa America. The goalkeeper
and defender are converging
towards the ball, but a gallop-
ing Simeone intervenes.

The goalkeeper trips him,
but he bounces back onto his
feet and fizzes an angled shot
into the empty net from an
awkward angle. In a group of
artists and mavericks, he was
the artisan that let their art-
istry shine. So chaotically cre-
ative were some of the sides
that teammates would drift
from pre-game tactics and as-
sume wanton positions on the
field. Simeone filled in the
spaces they vacated, fiercely
guarding against quick
counters.

"If there is one thing I am,
it is very hard-headed. If I
want something, I go after it,"
he wrote in Coach's Voice.

But the pragmatic man in
dark suits has a bright, vivid
dream — to win the Cham-

pions League. It eluded himin
his playing days, once crush-
ingly in the 119th minute of a
quarterfinal against Ajax.
Twice he hasendured the pain
as manager, both times to
bitter rivals Real Madrid —
once through a stoppage-time
equaliser, the second in a
shootout.

"I don't feel it as an obses-
sion, that would be the wrong
path," he said. "I see it as a
dream, which is something
positive. And we all share that
dream.”

Between him and that
dream is Arsenal at the Emir-
ates, managed by a man who
wears black himself. Emotions
will tumble, tempers will rage.
But whether Atletico loses or
wins, Simeone will come back
— because "football is life."

® Arsenal vs Atletico
Madrid, Champions League
semifinal, 2nd leg, 12.30am
(Wednesday): Live on Sony
Sports Network and SonyLIV.

Simple idea behind France’s badminton resurgence

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, May 4

UNTIL MARCH 2025, France
had never had amaleshuttlerin
thetop10. Oneyear later, Christo
Popov, Alex Lanier and Toma
Popov Junior had taken down
some of the best in the world to
reach the Thomas Cup final.

The transformation didn't
happen overnight. It happened
onecoach atatime. "Thebiggest
difference right now is that our
best players are working with a
lot of coaches," Toma Popov
Senior, father and coach of the
Popov brothers, told TheIndian
Express at the India Open. "Ear-
lier, there used to be one coach
for 20 players. Now we have
every player workingwith anin-
dividual coach."

One coach. One player. That
isthewhole French systeminsix
words. Everything else — the
sportsscience, the Al, the family
training centres, the INSEP pro-
grammes — is an expression of
thesameidea. Notacollective. A
collection of individuals, each

Top names slam French
Open prize money

Associated Press
Paris, May 4

A GROUP ofleading playersin-
cluding Jannik Sinner, Aryna
Sabalenka and Coco Gauffhave
expressed "their deep disap-
pointment" at the level on prize
money at Roland Garros amid
alingering dispute with Grand
Slam tournament organizers.

The clay-court Grand Slam
event starts later this month in
western Paris. The players said
they have other demands that
have not been addressed by of-
ficials, including better repre-
sentation, health and pensions.

The players' call came after
French Open organizers an-
nounced last month the Ro-
land Garros prize money has
increased by about 10% for an
overall pot of 61.7 million euros
($72.1 million), with the total
amount up 5.3 million euros
from last year.

"Players' share of Roland
Garros tournament revenue
has declined from 15.5% in

2024 to 14.9% projected in
2026," the group of players re-
sponded in a statement on
Monday.

Play begins on May 24 at Ro-
land Garros. Men's and
women's singles champions
each receive 2.8 million euros
and the runners-up 1.4 million
euros. Semifinalists earn
750,000 euros and first round
losers get 87,000 euros. Men's
and women's doubles winners
pocket 600,000 euros and the
mixed doubles champions get
122,000 euros.

But the statement said "the
underlying figures tell a very
different story," claiming that
players receive a declining
share of the value they con-
tribute to generate.

The same group of players
had already signed a letter sent
to the heads of the four Grand
Slam tournaments last year,
seeking more prize money and
agreater say in what they called
"decisions that directly impact
us."

given exactly what they need,
built to play as one. It was the
foundation of abreakout 2025 —
the year French badminton an-
nounced itself to the world. La-
nier became the first French
shuttler to enter the top 10 and
winaSuper 750 tournament, tak-
ingthe Japan Open. Christowon
the World Tour Finals. Three
French mennowsitinthetop20.
On Saturday in Horsens, France
reached the Thomas Cup final.

Science behind surge

The individual coaching
model was the structure. Sports
science was the engine.

"We have expanded our hor-
izon on sports science. It is a
great tool," says Popov Senior.
"Theanalysis of every player has
to be minute — as microscopic
asitcanget. We analyse how our
players move, we have a team
that keeps assessing their
musclesand tendonswith every
move. Sometimes it is also im-
portant to evaluate how much
stress you are putting in during
training."

Toma Popov Junior celebrating
the semi-final win over India.
BADMINTON PHOTO

France went further than
standard sports science. The
coaches at INSEP — the Institut
National du Sport, del'Expertise
et de la Performance, where La-
nier trainsunder former Lithua-
nian international Kestutis Na-
vickas — were early adopters of
artificial intelligence, using Al
tools to personalise training pro-
grammes for individual players.

"The plans at INSEP and the

way weare training hasresulted
in our players havingbetter neu-
romuscular gains — better
countermovement jumps and
sprints," Navickas said on The
Average Not Average podcast.

While the Popov brothers
train at their family-run centre
in Fos-sur-Mer in southern
France, the INSEP pathway pro-
duced a different but comple-
mentary model. Two systems.
One principle.

Toma Popov Senior played
international badmintonina
different era. His son believes
the gap between those eras is
precisely what makes him effec-
tive."While he was coaching me
and from his playing days, my
father has learnt a lot. That has
definitely helped Christo in be-
coming a top ten player. I think
that'sthe natural way forward —
where we learn from our past
mistakesand improvein future,”
says Popov Junior.

The father-son arrangement
atFos-sur-Mer isone ofthe more
unusual in world badminton. It
has produced one of the more

unusual results —aplayerinthe
world's top five whose entire de-
velopment has been managed
within the family. Individual at-
tention taken to its logical ex-
treme.

France'srisein men'ssingles
has grabbed the headlines, but
the system was already proving
itself elsewhere. Thom Gicquel
and Delphine Delrue became
the first French shuttlerstoenter
the world top 10 in any category
— proof, before the singles
breakthrough, that individual
attention at scale could work
acrosstheboard. "Thereason be-
hind that is the system — so
many coaches, a dedicated
sports science facility," Delrue
told The Indian Express at the
India Open. "The performances
have improved over the years."

From one coach for 20
players to one coach per player.
From no top-10 men's singles
presence to three in the top 20.
From Thomas Cup also-rans to
finalists. The system, it turnsout,
was the answer. France just had
tobuild it first.

* BRIEFLY

Kimi Antonelli, 19, won his third consecutive race on Sunday. ap

Antonelli wins Miami GP,
stretches ¢’ship lead to 20 points

ITALIAN TEENAGER Kimi Antonelli won the Miami Grand
Prix for Mercedes on Sunday and stretched his Formula
One championshiplead to 20 points with an impressive
third victoryin arow. The youngest driver ever tolead the
standings, at19 years old, Antonelli made more history as
the first to take his first three career F1wins in successive
races and all from pole position. He was also the firstin five
editions of the race to win in Miami from the front row.
"Thisisjustthe beginning, theroadisstilllong," he said
after beating McLaren's world champion Lando Norris by
3.2seconds atthe Hard Rock Stadium. REUTERS

Inter seal Serie A
title with three

rounds to spare

INTER MILAN sealed the Ita-
lianleague soccertitlewitha
2-0victory over visiting
Parma. Inter, which needed
onlyadrawtosecurethe
trophy, moved an unassail-
able 12 points clear 0of2025
champion Napoli with three
rounds remaining. It's their
21st Serie A title, trailing only
therecord 36 held by Juven-
tus. For Cristian Chivu,
Inter's first-year coach, the
trophy was secured against
the clubhe coachedlast sea-
son, having helped Parma
avoidrelegation. AP

India continue
poor run at
shotgun WC

INDIA'S GANEMAT Sekhon
shot 70 out of 75to end day
onejustapointoutsidethe
top eight, while veteran
MairajAhmad Khan
endured another
disappointing outingin the
skeet competition at the
ISSF World Cup Shotgun on
Monday. The Chandigarh-
based Sekhon, asilver
medallist at this range three
years ago, was the best-
placed Indian sitting ninth
and in contention for a fi-
nals berth with 50 qualifica-
tion targets. PTI

Indian archers
face sterntestin
WC Stage 2

INDIAN ARCHERY heads
into another major event
clouded by poor planning,
lack of direction and the ab-
sence of a full-time foreign
coach, analarming
situationinan Asian
Gamesyear, asastrong
field assembles for World
Cup Stage 2beginningon
Tuesday. With the Asian
Gamesin Aichi-Nagoya,
Japan scheduled from Sep-
tember 19-October 4
approaching fast, India's
build-uplooks far from

| convincing. PTI

Premier League:
Forest beat
Chelsea 3-1

CHELSEA SUFFERED a 3-1
home defeatbyasecond-
string Nottingham Forest
side on Monday, extinguish-
inganylingeringhope ofa
top-5 finish that would guar-
antee Champions League
football next season. It was
thelistless and error-ridden
London sside's sixth league
defeatin arow. Chelseatalis-
man Cole Palmer had apen-
alty saved just before
halftime after 18-year-old
winger Jesse Shaun Derry
was taken to hospital follow-
ingaclash ofheads. REUTERS

Anijali clinches
gold in women’s
10m air pistol

RAJASTHAN'S ANJALI
Shekhawat claimed the
gold medal in the women's
10m air pistol event at the
24th Kumar Surendra
Singh Memorial Shooting
Championship on
Monday. Shekhawat, who
had earlier qualified
fourth with ascore of 576-
23x, stepped up
impressively in the final to
shoot 240.5 and finish on
top of the podium.
Haryana's Kanak Budhwar
clinched the silver medal
with a score 0f238.7. PTI

Boxers register
strong resuls at
Asian U-15,U-17

INDIA'S YOUNG boxers con-
tinued todominate atthe
Asian Boxing U15 & U17
Championships with aseries
of strong performances.In
the U-17boys' competition,
Yadav Yash (50kg) secured a
commanding5:0victory
over Turkmenistan's Suley-
man Ahmedov, while
Karuna Albertson Kom
(60kg) impressed witha4:1
win against Tajikistan's Ali
Nazarov. Gopal Rameshwar
Ganeshe (52kg) went down
narrowly 2:3 against Tajikis-
tan's Nazarov Damir. PTI

e CHESS GENIUS VS IIT-IANS

Pragg’s mind tricks find new opponents — enginecring prodigics

Amit Kamath
Mumbai, May 4

SHOAN RAJ has shown the
image to at least 30 people.

It is a screenshot from a
chessgame, taken at move 11. 1t
shows that Shoan — a third
year Electrical Engineering stu-
dentatIIT Delhi and captain of
its chess team — had a +3 ad-
vantage over Praggnanandhaa,
one of the strongest grand-
masters in the country.

A +3 advantage in chess is
the equivalent of having an
extra bishop or knight over
your opponent — or three addi-
tional pawns on the board. A
position most players would
convert without thinking twice.

Shoan did not convert it.

"If it were any other oppo-
nent in front of me, I wouldn't
even think twice before playing
the correct move," he says. "But
simply because I was facing
Pragg, I felt like he'd played
some trick. So I didn't capital-
ise. There is a mental factor at-

tached to playing one of the
best players in India."

He fumbled. Pragg won.
The screenshot remains — a
document of the moment a
grandmaster's reputation did
the work his pieces couldn't.

Last week, 19 players from
IIT Delhi got to experience that
mental factor firsthand when
Praggnanandhaa visited the
campus for two events organ-
ised by his sponsors IMC Trad-
ing.

In the first, seven members
of the chess team faced him in
a handicap match — one min-
ute on his clock, five on theirs.
All seven were FIDE-rated
players, some close to 2000. A
video posted on YouTube by
ChessBase India shows Pragg's
hand a blur across the boards,
his mind computing faster
than a computer. Even when
things looked hairy on the
board, the 20-year-old super
GM politely replied to com-
mentator Sagar Shah's queries
standingbeside him, and occa-

R Praggnanandhaa visited the lIT Delhi campus last week for two
events organised by his sponsors. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

sionally made wisecracks
about his opponents.

He defeated all seven. He
said he had "barely made it" in
many of them. The biggest
compliment he offered: the
seven games had been a "chal-
lenge."

One of those challenges

came from Soham Palkar, a
fourth year Mathematics and
Computing student who had
watched Pragg terrorise oppo-
nents as a 10-year-old in age-
group nationals. Soham played
an opening Pragg admitted he
had no idea about. Pragg de-
fused it anyway — with one

fifth of the time on his clock.

"Tused to hope I'd play him
sometime," Soham says. "We
were never paired against each
other.Sotoface himnowwasa
great experience."

Scotch gambit

The Jedi mind tricks arrived
inanother game, against Sumit
Biswal, the incoming chess
captain. Pragg played the
Scotch Gambit — an opening
he rarely employs in serious
games — purely to unsettle.

It worked.

"When he played that I was
kind of scared I would fall into
some trap," Sumit recalls. "So I
ended up spending over two
minutesin afive-minute game
just contemplating my third
move."

Later that day, Pragg played
a simul — an event where a
grandmaster simultaneously
takes on multiple players by
moving from board toboard —
at the famous Dogra Hall.
Twelve opponents, all with

white pieces, waited with 45
minutes each. Pragg had 45
minutes too.

He won all twelve.

One opponent, Aniket, had
a +2.5 advantage by move 10.
He made an error on move 11
and never recovered. As the
game wound down, the organ-
isersreduced Pragg'stime from
1S minutes to one minute.
Then, to make things truly in-
teresting, they made him turn
hisback on the board and finish
the game blind.

He finished it.

It is rare for the brightest
young minds in the country to
be easily impressed. But there
is something about watching a
grandmaster's reputation ar-
rive in the room before he does
—watchinga +3 advantage dis-
solve because the opponent
simply cannot believe what
they're seeing — that stays with
you.

Shoan Raj still has the
screenshot. He will probably
show it to more people.
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KOREAN SHIP ON FIREIN HORMUZ; TEHRAN TELLS SHIP & TANKERS TO COORDINATE MOVEMENTS WITH ITS MILITARY

Iran hits UAE oil port; Trump says

UAE accuses|Iran
of attacking

empty ADNOC
oiltankerin Strait

Reuters
Cairo, May 4

THE UNITED Arab Emirateson
Monday accused Iran of attack-
ing an empty crude oil tanker
belonging to the Abu Dhabi
state oil firm ADNOC with
drones as it attempted to pass
through the Strait of Hormuz.

ADNOC’s maritime energy
logistics unit said the Barakah
was empty when it was at-
tacked by two drones, and no
injuries were reported.

“The UAE further stressed
the need for Iran to halt these
unprovoked attacks, ensure its
full commitment to an im-
mediate cessation of all hostil-
ities, and the complete and un-
conditional reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz,” the
foreign ministry added.

Iran has blocked entry and
exit from the Gulf to most non-
Iranian ships since the US and
Israel began attacking it on
February 28.

It has threatened to attack
unauthorised vessels as they
transit the Strait, conduit for
around a fifth of the world's oil
and gas shipments.

The United Kingdom Mari-
time Trade Operations agency
said earlier that atanker had re-
ported being hit by unknown
projectiles.

US Navy will help ships cross Strait

Showdown with
Tehran begins,
Gulf tense again

Reuters
Dubai, Washington, May 4

IRAN HIT several ships in the
Strait of Hormuz on Monday
and set a UAE oil port ablaze, as
President Donald Trump's at-
tempttousethe USNavyto free
up shipping provoked the war's
biggest escalation since a cease-
fire was declared four weeks ago.

Trump’s new mission "Pro-
ject Freedom", which he an-
nounced on social media over-
night to release ships stuck in
the strait, was the first apparent
attempt to make use of naval
power to unblock the world's
most important energy ship-
ping route.

But at least in the initial
hours on Monday, the gamble
appeared to have backfired,
bringing no surge of merchant
shipping through the strait
while provoking a show of force
from Iran, which had long
threatened to respond to any
escalation with new attacks on
its neighbours.

The US military said two US
merchant ships had made it
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Cargo vessels in the Strait of Hormuz near Bandar Abbas, Iran, on Monday. ReuTers

through the strait, without say-
ingwhen. Iran denied any such
crossings had taken place.The
commander of US forcesinthe
region said his fleet had de-
stroyed six small Iranian boats,
which Iran also denied.
Admiral Brad Cooper said
he “strongly advised” Iranian
forces to keep clear of U.S. mili-
tary assets carrying out the
mission.Iranian authorities, for

their part, released a map of
what they said was an ex-
panded sea area now under
their control, which went far
beyond the strait to include
swathes of international waters,
including long stretches of the
United Arab Emirates' coastline
on either side of the strait.
South Korea reported one of
itsmerchant ships had been hit
by an explosion and fire inside

the strait.

The British maritime secur-
ity agency UKMTO reported
two ships had been hit off the
coast of the UAE, and the Emi-
rati oil company ADNOC said
one of itsempty oil tankers was
hitbyIranian drones while try-
ing to cross.

“Iran has taken some shots
at unrelated Nations with re-
spect to the Ship Movement,

3Indiansinjured
in UAE portfire

Dubai: Three Indian nationals
were injured on Monday after a
fire broke out on the Fujairah Pe-
troleum Industries Zone (FOIZ)
in the UAE following a drone
strike originating from Iran, ac-
cording tolocal media reports.

Fujairah Civil Defence
teams immediately responded
totheincidentand are continu-
ing efforts to bring the fire
under control, it added.

Three Indian nationals sus-
tained injuries after the fire
broke out on the FOIZ, the Kha-
leej Times reported, quoting
authorities in Fujairah. PTI

PROJECT FREEDOM, includ-
ing a South Korean Cargo Ship.
Perhaps it's time for South
Korea to come and join the
mission!” Trump posted on so-
cial media on Monday.

After reported drone and
missile attacks inside the UAE
throughout the day, including
one that caused a fire at an im-
portant oil port, the UAE said
Iranian attacks marked a seri-
ous escalation and it reserved
the right to respond.

“The death zone: How Russia is luring Africans to Ukraine

Matthew Mpoke, BiggJohn
Eligon & Zimasa Matiwane
Nairobi, May 4

JAMES KAMAU Ndungu told
friends that he was heading to
Russia for day labor. Hewas un-
employed and eager for work
back home too.

In June, he sent a photo
from Istanbul Airport, saying
he was in transit, a close friend
said. Weeks later, he sent
another image, wearing fa-
tigues and holding a gun. By
August, hewrote fromatrench
in Ukraine, saying conditions
were bad and asking for
prayers. Kenya has not heard

from him since.

Kamau’s case is part of a pat-
tern in which Africans end up
on front lines of Russia’s war
against Ukraine. Some go will-
ingly asmercenaries, but many
others say they were lured by
false promises of jobs, only tobe
pushed into military service.

Recruitment networks have
spread across the continent
through travel agencies and
job-placement firms that ad-
vertise on WhatsApp and Tele-
gram. Interviews with victims
and recruiters suggest the men
are not hired directly by Rus-
sia’s Defense Ministry.

Contracts reviewed by The

New York Times were in Rus-
sian, leaving many recruits un-
able to understand what they
signed.

The promises have found
fertile ground in Africa,
where formal jobs are
scarce and the youth
population is growing
fast. In several coun-
tries, authorities have
reported cases of men being de-
ceived into joining Russian
forces.

Kenya’sintelligence service
has said about 1,000 Kenyans
have gone to Russia and ended
up in Ukraine, with only 30 re-
turning. The government has

Suspected hantavirus outbreak
traps 150 on ship off Cape Verde

Reuters
Cape Town, May 4

MEDICS WERE working on
Monday to evacuate two
people with symptoms of the
deadly hantavirus after a sus-
pected outbreak on a cruise
ship held off West Africa carry-
ing mostly British, American
and Spanish passengers,
officials said.

Around 150 people were still
stuck on the vessel after three
people - a Dutch couple and a
German national - died, and
othersfellill, includinga Briton
who left the vessel earlier and
was being treated in South Af-
rica, authorities added.

“We're not just headlines:
we're people with families, with
lives, with people waiting for us
at home,” Jake Rosmarin, a US
travel blogger, said in a tearful
Instagram video post from the
ship on Monday. “Thereis alot
of uncertainty and that is the
hardest part,” he added.

e WHAT ISHANTAVIRUS?

SPREAD BY RODENTS

® Hantavirus is primarily spread
by rodents but can be transmitted
between people in rare cases.

®People most typically become
infected when virus in rodent
droppings, saliva and urine
becomes airborne.

®The name comes from the
Hantan River area of South Korea
where the virus was identified in
the 1970s.

CANBE FATAL

®Hantavirus is a family of viruses
that cause two illnesses, one that
affects the lungs and the other
that attacks the kidneys.

®Concert pianist Betsy Arakawa,
wife of actor Gene Hackman, died
from hantavirus

pulmonary syndrome in New
Mexico in 2025.

SYMPTOMS

®Hantavirus usually begins with
flu-like symptoms, such as fatigue
and fever.

®Four to 10 days later, coughing,
shortness of breath and fluid in
the lungs appear.

TREATMENT

®There is no specific therapy for
hantavirus infection, so treatment
focuses on supportive care
including rest and fluids. REUTERS

The World Health Organiza-
tion said the risk to the wider
public was low from the disease
that is typically carried by ro-
dents and does not transfer
easily between humans.

Butauthoritiesin the island
nation of Cape Verde said they
had not allowed Dutch-flagged
MYV Hondius to dock as a pre-
caution, with the “aim of pro-
tecting national public health”.

| O

since increased checks on
young men traveling abroad.

At a memorial for Kamau
outside Nairobi in March, his
mother wailed, “Why has Rus-
sia taken my son?” Ke-
nyan senator Okoiti An-
drew Omtatah
compared the desper-
ation behind such re-
cruitment toaslave ship
arriving in Mombasa with jobs
on offer.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said in March
that foreigners were taking part
in Moscow’s war but insisted no
one is recruited against their
will. Kremlin spokesman

Dmitry Peskov told the Times
it was unaware of Africans
being promised civilian work
and then forced into military
service.

Ukraine’s ambassador to
South Africa, Olexander
Scherba, accused Russia of ex-
ploiting young Africans who
need money. Kenya, Tanzania,
Zambia, South Africa, Nigeria,
Ghana, Togo, Botswana and
Mali have all reported similar
cases. In Kenya, prosecutors
charged aman in February with
recruiting 22 Kenyans for Rus-
sia. South African authorities
are alsoinvestigatingalleged re-
cruitment schemes. NYT

Members of the 501st Legion Korean Garrison dressed as Star Wars
characters parade to mark Star Wars Day in Seoul on Monday. ReUTERS

Putindeclares
May 8-9truce
with Ukraine

Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Monday declared a
two-day ceasefire in the conflict
with Ukraine on May 8-9 tomark
the anniversary of the defeat of
Nazi Germany in World War II,
Russia's Defence Ministry said.
The ministry added that Russia
would launch a massive retali-
atory missile strike if Ukraine at-
tempted to disrupt Victory Day
celebrations. REUTERS

Twodeadaftercar
runsintocrowdin
Leipzig, driver held

Reuters
Leipzig, May 3

A DRIVER was arrested after a
car struck several people in the
eastern German city of Leipzig
on Monday, local police said.

The police said that they
were conducting an operation
in the area and would be pro-
viding further updates.

Local broadcaster MDR re-
ported two people were Killed
and two severely injured when
acar ran into a crowd.

Leipzig police confirmed to
Reutersthat there were injuries
from adriving car but could not
give more details.

A damaged Volkswagen
SUV with a person ontop of the
vehicle was seen speeding
through a pedestrian zone,
local broadcaster Radio Leipzig
reported.

The broadcaster cited eye-
witnesses as saying there were
several bodies covered with
sheets as well as a stabbing.

Nepal Cabinet resends
constitutional council
ordinance to Presi_dent

Yubaraj Ghimire
Kathmandu, May 4

NEPAL'S CABINET on Monday
decided to resend a Constitu-
tional Council-related ordi-
nance to President Ramchan-
draPaudel without making any
changes, after he returned it for
reconsideration, government
officials said.

The ordinance seeks to
amend the law governing the
composition and powers of the
six-member Constitutional
Council, which recommends
appointments for the chief jus-
tice and judges of the Supreme
Court, ambassadors, commis-
sioners and heads of all 13 con-
stitutional commissions.

The cabinet, led by Prime
Minister Balendra Shah, had for-
warded the ordinance to Paudel
on April 27.On Sunday, the presi-
dent returned it to the govern-
ment, saying it required further
review and reconsideration.

The decision to resend the
ordinance wastaken atacabinet
meeting, government spokes-
person Sasmit Pokhrel said.

If endorsed, the ordinance

* BRIEFLY
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President Ramchandra Paudel

would give the government
greater authority in the process
of selecting candidates for theju-
diciary, diplomatic missionsand
constitutional bodies.

The six-member council is
headed by the prime minister
and includes the chairman of
theupper house, the speaker, the
deputy speaker, theleader of the
opposition in House of Repre-
sentatives and the chiefjustice.

At present, the prime min-
ister and the speaker belong to
the ruling party, while the acting
chiefjustice is considered neu-
tral. The deputy speaker and the
leader of the opposition belong
to the RSP and the Nepali Con-
gress, respectively.

UNITED STATES

Rubio to travel to Italy on May 6
to mend ties with the Vatican

|  USSECRETARY Of State Marco

—
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| Rubio will travel to Rome from
Wednesday to Friday to advance re-
lations with Italy and the Vatican, a
State Department spokesperson
said on Monday, after recent criti-
cism of the pope by President Don-
ald Trump. Rubio will meet with
Holy See leadership to discuss the
situationin the Middle East and

mutual interests in the Western

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio at the
State Departmentin

Hemisphere, while his meetings
with Italian counterparts will be fo-
cused on shared security interests

Washington. FiLE and strategicalignment. REUTERS
UNITED STATES MEXICO

13 injured after Earthquake hits
shooting near southern Mexico,
lakeinOklahoma no casualties
ASHOOTINGatapartyata AN EARTHQUAKE of

lake near Oklahoma City
sent atleast13 people to hos-
pitals, accordingto police
and hospital officials.
Edmond police spokesper-
son Emily Ward said author-
itiesreceived reports of
shotsbeing fired atabout9
pm Sunday at agathering of
young people near Arcadia
Lake. She said that no arrests
had been madeyet. AP

magnitude 5.6 hit southern
Mexico on Monday morn-
ing, Mexico's National Seis-
mological Institute said,
while authorities reported
no initial fatalities or dam-
ages. There were no
immediate reports of
victims or damages, Mex-
ican President Claudia
Sheinbaum said in a post
onsocial media. REUTERS

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

SRILANKA

Sri Lanka and
Maldives sign
seven MoUs

MALDIVES AND Sri Lanka
on Monday exchanged 7
Memoranda of Understand-
ing (MoUs) duringthe
ongoing visit of President
Mohamed Muizzu to theis-
land nation. The MOUs were
exchanged after talks
between Sri Lanka President
Anura KumaraDissanayake
and President Muizzu. PTI

PAKISTAN

Courtrejects
Imran, his wife’s
suspension pleas

A PAKISTAN high courton
Monday rejected the peti-
tions ofjailed former prime
minister Imran Khan and
his spouse Bushra Bibi seek-
ing the suspension of their
sentences in the 190 million
pound Al Qadir Trust case.
Khan and Bushra, who were
sentenced to 14 and 7 years
injail respectively. PTI

e PRODUCTION COMPANIES HAVE BEEN TESTING WHAT Al MODELS CAN DO, CREATING EXPERIMENTAL CLIPS OF CHINESE WARRIORS IN COMBAT, AN APOCALYPSE OR AN IDYLLIC COUNTRYSIDE RIVER

China’s Al microdrama surge is redefining short-form entertainment and work

Vivian Wang & Jiawei Wang
Beijing, May 4

UNTIL RECENTLY, making a
hit microdrama, the soapy,
short-form, made-for-mobile
shows that have become wildly
popular in China, meant hiring
actors, renting sets and spend-
ingweeks filming and editing,.

Now, some Chinese com-
panies are churning them out for
$30 a minute, with no cameras,
no crew and no human per-
formers. That’s thanks to artifi-
cial intelligence.

Dramas generated by the
technology have suddenly be-
come ubiquitous in China: In
March alone, nearly 50,000
new Al-generated microdra-

mas were uploaded to Douyin,
China’s version of TikTok, ac-
cording to DataEye, a Chinese
consulting firm. That single
month’s uploads nearly
matched the platform’s total
uploads for all of 2025.

The boom is being fueled by
the widespread availability and
increasing prowess of Al video
tools, including Seedance 2.0,
which was released in February
by the Chinese parent company
of TikTok. Production com-
panies have been testing what
these modelscando, creating ex-
perimental clips of Chinese war-
riors in combat, an apocalypse
or an idyllic countryside river.

Most Al-generated micro-
dramas, which under Chinese

law are required to be labeled as
such, attract little attention. But
some clips have racked up
hundreds of millions of views, in
acountrywhere people are gen-
erally more optimistic about Al
than in the West.

The Chinese market for Al
microdramas is expected to be
worth more than $3 billion this
year, according to Chinese state
media, out of amore than $14 bil-
lion market for microdramasin
general.

But recently, the surge has
also set off an outcry in China.
Actors say their work opportun-
ities have dried up. Celebrities
and ordinary people alike have
threatened legal action after dis-
covering their likenesses in Al-

Chinese Al microdrama market is expected to exceed $3 billion. Ny

generated microdramas. (Byte-
Dance has since introduced re-
strictions on using real people’s
facesin Seedance.)

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

We spoketoseveral peoplein
China’sentertainment industry
tohearhow Al haschanged their
lives.

When Li Jiao’e moved to
Hengdian, a major filming hub
ineastern China,in2024, hehad
only bit parts in microdramas.
Still, he was thrilled. After years
of bouncing between unrelated
jobs, he was finally chasing his
dream of being an actor.

As time passed, he started
getting a few speaking lines,
often in comedic roles. Some-
times, people recognized himin
public.

But in recent months, roles
evaporated, hesaid. Group chats
where people shared opportun-
ities went silent.

“There’s nothing,” he said.
“It’slike it was raining, and then
suddenly the rain stopped.”

He said the drop was partly

because amajor streaming plat-
form raised its standards for
what it was buying.

But he thought the hype
around Al was another reason.

Fears of actors being re-
placed by Al gathered steam re-
cently after a major streaming
site announced that it had cre-
ated a database of more than
100 actors whose likenesses
could be available for future Al
productions. A different micro-
drama platform also an-
nounced that it had removed a
popular show after two social
media users discovered that
theirlikenesses had beenused,
without their permission, to
create villains in the show.

The platform, which is

owned by ByteDance, said it
would strengthen its review
mechanisms to prevent similar
cases in the future.

Chinese regulators last
month introduced rules requi-
ring people’s consent before they
can be used as digital avatars. Li
said hedid not oppose the use of
Alinentertainment but thought
the industry was applying it in
the wrong way.

“They’re still just imitating
humansortryingto make things
more humanlike,” he said.
“They should be trying to un-
leash more imagination, taking
amore unconventional route.”

He continued: “After all, our
fundamental valueashumansis
inour ability toimagine.” NYT
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

CORRIGENDUM

Ref : Tender Notice No. 01/2026-2027 dated 08.04.2026 5. No. 03
Tender No. T7269028RGC Opening date 29.04.2026.

In reference to above, tender opening date has been extended from
29.04.2026 1o 14.05.2026. Al other terms and conditions remain
unchanged,

The comigendum has been published on websile wwhaireps.gov.in.
Mote : This is the First Corrigendum in above referred tender.

Date: 04.05.2026

1481."25

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

NORTHERN RAILWAY
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

78-SRDEE-G-DLI-2026-27

Electrical work in connection with (i) Improvement to damaged
walls, rooms, halls,  staircase of Accounts Building
Annexe-) &l Barodd Howss New Dalhi, i) Improvament of Gansral
Admin Section of 3 branch, GM's Canferencae hallal maln !:II_II|I.."II'I!$'
at Ground Floos & first fipor at Annew-l a1 Baroda House. (i)
Improvement of halls, rooms of store department i Annese-| at

Baroda I—‘-nuse
Fi* H'V-ZI';].?H-.-,'[I [ =

Sr D-nr Elect Er'glnenr.Gena'al DR Dﬂ'-n.E |}E'||'II-
Division, Morttsarm Railway, Sftate Entry Road, New
| Dralbi, 110055
Rs. 180000 00-
| 26.05.2026, 16.00 Hrs

floaring,

Name aof work
and its locatlon

Approx. cost of the works in

Address of the office

Eamest Money

Last Date & time of
submission of tender
E:Ipanlng nf lender
Website E nutme tlnard

| 26.05.2026, 16.00 Hrs,
|, IF'E'pE gov.in
[ & 5r. Divl. Elact. Enginear/Ganaral, New Dedhi

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE  EEslirirs

STATE FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE,
POLIPATHAR, JABALPUR (M.P.)
WALK IN INTERVIEW
A Walk-in-interview will be held on 19.05.2026 for
the purely temporary post of Junior Research
Fellow (06 Post), Project Assistant (02) from
10:30 am onwards in the office of the undersigned
for assisting in the research project. Suitable
candidate may attend the interview with relevant
certificate and mark sheets in original as well as one
set of self attested photocopies. Proof of identity and
one recent photograph. (Registration time 10:30 AM

to 12:30 PM)

More details can be obtained from the notice board
of the office of the undersigned or log on to
institute’s website www.mpsfri.org

Director

INTERNATIONAL FLOWER AUCTION BANGALORE LIMITED
#24, BELLARY ROAD, HEEBAL, Bengaluru-560024
Phone:- 8431235867/ 899803033339
E-Mail:- ifablimitedi@gmail.com, Website -www.ifabindia.org
IFAL 20 5-20/FP MWK _INDEMNT 30CALL-A DCigter 300042026

TENDER For Supply and Installation of Technological Equipment’s
Including Double Deep Racking System, Pallets, Conveyor Belt System, Etc., and
Construction of Flower Storage Cold Rooms for Strengthening of International
Flower Auction Bangalore Limited Under RIDF Projecl

Two bid system online tenders are invited through Karnataka
e-procurement portal hitps:ikppp.karnataka.gov.in, by IFAB Ltd, on
30.04.2026 for Supply and Installation of Technological Equipment's
Including Double Deep Racking System, Pallets, Conveyor Belt
System, Etc., and Construction of Flower Storage Cold
Rooms/(IFAB/2025-26/PMWORK _INDEMNT3 /CALL-4) Under RIDF at
International Flower Auction Bangalore Limited from the interested
parties. The documents are available in the Kamataka Procurement Portal
only from 30.04.2026 and last date for bid submission is on 11.05.2026 till
4.00PM.

Please note the date vanation in the tender documeant uploaded in the
portali.e., the last date is mentioned as 23-04-2026 by typing mistake_ltis
requested to read it as 11.05.2026 cd

DIPRICP/4B0/SHIRD| SAV2026-27 Managing Director

e IR
g J: AN
diezie” DEVELOPMENT LTD

E Tender - Request for Proposal (RFP)
For SITC of Dashcam along with Al based solution for
surveillance of Municipal Infrastructure

Pre-Bid Meeting 12/05/2026 at 15:00 Hrs at

Smart City Ahmedabad Developmeant
Limited, Command and Control
Centre, Opp. Divan Ballubhai School,
MNr. Sanskar Kendra, Paldi,
Ahmeadabad-380007

08/06/2026 at 16:00 Hrs.

e T
TEtLRE] jj*
Al

i
|||||| -
i}

7

84

e §

Last Date Online
Prica Bid Submission

Last Date of Receipt
of Physical Bid

Detail & Tender
available on

08/06/2026 at 17:00 Hrs.

https://ahmedabadcity.gov.in
https.//smartcityahmedabad.com
hitps: nprocure. com

Command and Control Centre,
Opp. Divan Ballubhai School,

Nr. Sanskar Kendra, Paldi,
Ahmedabad-380007

smartcity @ahmedal:rad:rt}r gov.in,

omart City Ahmedabad
DevaluEmant Ltd.
(SCADL) Office Address

Emall

UP Rajyva Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Ltd.

MALAWAN -ETAH - 207001
PUBLICATION OF GEM-TENDER NOTICE (INJOUT OF STATE)

1- GEM Bid Number: GEM/2026/B/7494668

Supply : “Procurement of H2504 (Sulphuric Acid) for Water
Treatment Plant at 2X660, MW JTPP Malawan, Etah™

Estimated cost: Bz 41.51.847.70(Including GST)

EMD: Rs.40,000.00

Last Date of uploading Bid - 11.05.2026 1 7200 hrs.

2-GEM Bid Number: GEM/2026/B/7494590

Supply : “Procurement of HVAC
2R 660MW ITPP, Malawan, Etah™

gquipments & 118 spares al

Estimated cost: 6,02 316 84 { Including GST)

EMD : Rs6,000.00

Last Date of uploading Bid : 16052026 L7200 hrs.

3-Gem Bid No: GEM/2026/B/7500766

Work-Hiring of 54 Seatar Delux Bus at 2X660MW JTPP, Malawan, Etah™

Estimated cost: 173 1960,00 {(Including GST)

EMD : Rs.34.000.00

Last Date of uploading Bid : 16-05-2026 15:00 hrs.

For information regarding Addendum/Corrigendum/Rejection of
Bids kindly regularly visit Website https://gem.gov.in

Ei® a4/ wllodifiola) / 28660 a1/ Todlolo /

*“Save Electricity for Nation™
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UJVN LIMITED

“UJJWAL"Y, Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun=-248006
-ITGE3808, Fax: 0135-2T63508

H.O.:

Telephones: 0135
CIH No. U40101UR 2004 SGC025866 Website: www.ujvnl.com

382 Date extension Notice-1 Dale: 04/05/2026
Due to unavoldable reasons the date of submission & opaning of bid - NIT
Mo. DVEEICVIlFMB-IITMZ026-27is being extended as below:-

Last date & Time for submission of bid onportal:- uplo 17:00hrs. of
11,06 2026,

Last date & Time for submission of hard copies:- upto 17.00hrs of
12.05. 2026

Date & Time Opening of bid on the portal: - Al 11:00hrs, of 13.05.2028
Othier terms, conditions of bid shallremain same
Far fuller & further details; kindly wvisit
“hitp:iluktenders.gov.in”

Lestar Mo

"g-procurement portal

Executive Engineer (Civil) MB-l, Maneri
“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"

TENDER NOTICE
{Through e-tendering)

i 04.05.2026
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Vallage Kingus Tasill Mowshara District Rajor e

Jlﬁr‘b&iﬁaﬂrlj_(ﬁﬁ

Sadam Hussian S/fo Gh. Qadir Bajran
R/o AP Vallage Kingus Teasil NMowshara District
Rajori
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DIFP K- DIPK-1010/26 - DATE 04 MAY 2026

RajCOMP Info Services Limited (RISL)

C-Block, 1% Floor, Yojana Bhawan, Tilak Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur

"o

Hi=

RISL invites e-bids from the eligible bidders for the following:

NIB No./ Date/ Particulars Estimated |Start of sale

Unique bid no. Cost / Last date
F4.15(24)/RISL/Tech/ RFP for Hiring of Technical Rs.2.25Cr/ | 01.05.2026/
2026-02927-9573420/ Experts Services for SAS Rs.4.50 Lacs | 25.05.2026
498 Dated 01.05.2026 Analytics Stack.

RIS2627SLOB00011

Details can be seen on the websites http://risl.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, http://doitc.rajasthan.gov.in. Bids are to be

submitted through http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

Raj.Samwad/C/26/2014 ACP (Dy. Dir.)

e

e

UTTARAKHAND SAHAKARI CHINI MILLS SANGH LTD.

MEAR RAILWAY CROSSING, BADRIPUR ROAD, JOGIWALA,
DEHRADUMN- 248001 (UTTARAKHAND)
Telephone Mo. :- 0135- 2974413, E-mail:- uksugarsigmail.com,
Websile .- waw.uitarakhandsugars.com  GST No. DSARBFUTTTIKZET

| "AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"
NORTHERN RAILWAY

Mama of work
with its location

Prowisstn af fencing lor letation boxes under ADSTE/FOE saciion of
Defhidivision.

App. Cost of the work (T)

Rs. 38,40 270,000

Bid Security (T} Rs. T6,.900.00/-

Addrass of the office Seregr Daesional Signal & Telgcom Engenegr-C
Morthern Rakway, 37 Floor, Annexe-1, DRM offics,

My Dl hi= 110055,

Letter No. 201/PUR/D1/E-Tender/2026-27, Date: 04 May, 2026

E-Tender Notice for Rate Contract ltems
Onling. E-Tenders -are mvited from Manufaciures [ Authorized distnibuiers (as per
details given in the tender documents) for PUMPS & ITS SPARES, PACKING &
JOINTING, BEARING, M35 & Gl PIPES, GENERAL PURPOSE ELECTRODES, SPECIAL
ELECTRODES, SWITCH GEAR & ITS SPARES AND ZINCALUME/GALVALUME
COLOR PROFILE SHEETS & RIDGE CAPS (PLAIN) to owr Co-operative and
Corporation sugarmills seasan 2026-27.

The details for submission of the E-Bids is available on the E-tender portals as per
Tabve Mo. 01 www.uktenders.gov.in & www.ullarakhandsugars.com. The bidders
will haveto deposit Par Tender fees (Mon Refundable) of Rs. 2 360/- (GST Inclusive)
& eamest monay in the form of Demand Dratl / RTGS / NEFT in favor of Uttaranchal
Co-operative Sugar Factories Federation Limited, Payable at Dehradun. Tendars
without Tender Fees & Eameast money will not be accepted. The bank details are
availabke inside the fender document,

The Federation reserves tha right o cance! any or all bids/annual e-bidding process,
without assigning and reason 10 & decision of Federation will be final & binding,

TABLE No. 01

Date & Time for uploading
the tender/closing of the
tendar

Tander uploading 04.05,2026 ! closing dale & lme-
20052026 up 1o 15.00 hra.

Website particular & notice
board scationwhens: complete
details of the tender can be
seen eto,

Saa the Morihern Railway wabsite www. ireps.gowv.in
& Matics board at the S&T branch, 3" Floor, DR
offica, State Entry Road, New Delhi-110055

5L| Name of ltem Starling Date | Last Date & | Technical bid|  Em.D.
Mo, ol loading of | Timefor | OPERING Al | (15 Rs)
m Submission | 10-30 AM
d
06:00 PM of e-hids
| s . 3 4 2 i

1483/2026

Tender Hn- EEE-$IQ-'I B-M-TENMDER-1478 Daled: 04.05.2028
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Ui MYae US sraide |en
NORTH EASTERN INSTITUTE OF
AYURVEDA & HOMOEOPATHY

(An Autonomous institute under the
Ministry of Ayush, Govt. of India)
Mawdiangdiang, Shillong, Meghalaya — 793018

Advt.No. EST-13013/1/2024-Administrative Division/H-73
Dated: 07/04/2026

Rfs6 a1/ VACANCY NOTICE
TaR 3Mgds TE el §eM, (YRA WRER, MYV §aed % HH Th W@
), arfeatteat, e, feare™- 793018 § e & MUR R arRfeiefirm wd
TAEHR (HEd) wdf § ot ¥ 3mAeH U Ml a2
North Eastern Institute of Ayurveda & Homoeopathy (NEIAH), Shillong is
inviting applications for the post of Biostatistician and Consultant (Pharmacy)
on Contract Basis.

fqaror & fou Tog® STigar WM & Ja@Ee www.neiah.nic.in W ST qehd |

For details, interested candidates may visit the Institute website namely
www.neiah.nic.in

Sd/-
Dy. Director (Admn), NEIAH, Shillong
CBC 17217/12/0001/2627

A

scad. amc @ 'gmail com V|

@ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA NN S

; NAME OF MAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE | AMOUNT | EMD | WERSITE OF ROIDMAL IDFFICEI CONTACT
Mo, NOARD fCORP. JAUTH CLOSTNG DATE [ APPRO. | THE ROARD DETAILS ! IHADL
W RUPETS CORP, jALTH
[ |:.:.r::l':':lr:'l}|:ll;;l:.i1""m TIHOER PSR THE SLIPELY, INSTALLATION AKND COMMIRSIONTRG OF LAMIFAR 15 W R
| ey I PLOAY BENCHTOR ON 3 YRAIS IATE CONTRACT A% MENTIONED AATRET o i Bu, 3 50,00,0000 | s el o R
LESITED, PANCHEULA ITEM IN SCHECLILE DF AEDUBREMENT LR O LS T Pl ST B
(HMSEL) s WRTLTH
,‘._"",'_f;:f:':’::'j;:?;ﬁ?‘lm TENDER FOR THE SLIPPLY, INSTALLATION AND COMMISSIONING OF P I
2 LIMITED: PancssuLs | PORTABLE HAND HELD TUBE SEALER WITH GUN DN 2 YEARS RATE CONTRACT e Ra 15,00,0000- | weewdmadlogin | L il
- ilih‘l‘:LL' AS MENTIONED AGAINST ITEM [N SCHEDULE OF REQUIEEMENT T ——— ey, )
qEnTrg::r::t.:Ernﬁ-&ﬁm TEMGER FOR THE SUPPLY, INSTALLATICR AND COMMISSIONING OF DHAITAL Prp e P
1 i 1 AHALYTIOAL RALANCE ON I YEARS RATE CONTHACT AS MENTIONED AGAINET s prae Ra. 22,50, D00 s et e b el -
LEMITED, PANCHKULA ITEM IN SCHEDULE OF REGUIREMENT LIS 2026 PquipME O AT gma oo
(HMSCL) Dl ey :
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No. 44917/HRY

o= . /2026 /671 (Online) CIGHE ILE L URLL Toui, fEie - 04/05/2026
frtifera & & A0 9o '3 (Pl v) F Qiaerd &9 37 AfEE & 3R R T AT e Faior @ 9.9, oA Wi & Saied § 9 iea
S A I ﬁﬂm#mmmwﬂmﬁm nﬁamﬂaﬁﬂﬁmﬂ (Online) Frfa=T s & s &
ferga ffee Ud HAT ASH] dHTSE www.mptenders i in R 3T ST Wl 2 | e TR fAifere of el W o s amee ghar g ot
mﬂzﬁmsﬂﬂﬁﬁaﬂ |mﬂmw‘r#ﬁ'ﬁmﬂ'§
VST I }Iquﬁﬂ'H'pﬁ A H3TEA O | e U | WAATEA & FA
- e i e fmm 2.y, e wafd F1od g o, o
i T vE W
TR Submission
a1 & it e
1]|2026_UAD_4872838_2) riam anf # fAmdsay apf 3,29,97,625/- | 02-08-2021 UADD 1,64,988/- 365 16.05.2026
- And f-_E'."EI'\'T HH 1700
(TR amf) e & vd ual-?ﬁl:-gg? 5 LIADD 2y wrf
Hiife Fifte wza Fwfo srd) ISSR Road SOR 15,000/- T4 |
22026 UAD 186897 2 wEATEA WUETOTH 7.46,95,615/- 02-08-2021 UADD | 3,73,478/- 365 16.05.2026
T - i mﬁi}; ISSR SOR And faaa wHY 17:00
0T # [ ¥epe TRUTH 08-011-2025 UADD 2UEY I
& qTH ek #1491, T2 Ffor d I5SR Road SOR 20,000/- 2|
3 2026_UAD_483033_2 | TS FEH Zrt e 7F 10,02,00,533/- 02-08-2021 UADD | 5,01,003/- 365 16.05.2026
= ISSR SOR And o H9Y 17.00
w5 dienor S| 08-011-2025 UADD U
ISSR Road SOR 30,000/- |

YTAA GA1- ATH Uliedeh (09 35519/

RATE CONTRACT FOR THE SUPPLY OF DIFFERENT ITEMS TO OUR SUGAR
FACTORIES IN UTTARAKHAND STATE

1- | Pumps & lts Spares | 04-05-2026 | 24-05-2026] 25-05-2026 [1,80,000.00
2. | Packing & Jointing | 04-05-2026 | 24-05-2026| 25-05-2026 | 40,000.00
3 | MS & Gl Pipes | [4-05-2026 | 24-05-2026( 25-05-2026 |1,40,000.00
d- EEElrlllr,, | (14~ I]f: EDEF.’:_ EHIQEJ _EI]EE 25-05- EDE%_ ISE-':JEI-I] I}{I
5- | Ganeral Purpose | 04-05-2026 | 24-05-2026] 25-05-2026 | 40,000.00
Elecirodes
| b LtJ:uaLl.ElII:llﬁt:lru-:}lfh [4-05- 2026 | 24-05- 2026| 25-05-2026 |1,00, UH-D 00
7- | Swilchgear & Its Snanssl 114-05-2026 | 24-05-2026] 25-05-2026 |2,00,000.00
8- | Zincalume / Galvalume | 04-05-2026 | 24-05-2026| 25-05-2026 (1,20,000.00
colorcoaied profile
sheets and ndge caps
I:FFIEEIIIJ ]

= Pty & Ee A ) s, wrdiEm, ﬂlﬁ“;“ei aRfame, F qfa 3y

1 s www.ukienders.govin & www.ultarakhandsugars.com T EFI &

ST | FHEETETaT A A & 50 R w0 | 549 S5aEel & 99 w6
GEMERAL MANAGER

5. E. RAILWAY — TENDER

Tender Motice No.: e-Tander/2026/15,
Date: 30.04.2026, For-and on behalf of
Pressdent of India, the Dwishonal Rallway
Manager (Engg. ), South Eastern Railway,
Kharagpar-FZ 130 Invikes e-lendar o [ha
lollowing works before 15.00 hrs, an [he

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

data mentionad againsi items and will ba
openad at 15.30 hrs. 5L.No.-1. Tender
Mo.: E-KGP-EAST-23-2026. Description
of work: Renewsal of H-Beam Skesper of
Br. Mo, B4 (MID} and 87 {MID) Betwesn
Kharagpur-Howrah seclion under Sr
DEMN/East/Kharagpur, Tender Value:

T B3ER.540.00. Earnest Monay:

“"IMPORTANT"™

T 1,07, 3. Date of Qpening: 15052026

Completion Period of the work: 08
months. 5LMo.-2. Tender Mo.: E-KGP-
EAST-24-2026. Description of work:
Construction of (03 nos.) new 6.00 mir,
wide FOE at Maravan Pakuna Murall,

L |

E-KGP-WEST-11-2026. Description of

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Director General and all Ranks of Border

Constable

ﬂ Vishnu Singh|Security Force remember its gallant Jawan
=% | Shekhawat, |Constable Vishnu Singh Shekhawat on his
< Shaurya |Balidan Diwas. On this day, he sustained
et & } Chakra |fata] bullet injuries while fighting militants
_ :.-A.Y 19.05.1978 — i) Kashmir valley, J&K. He fought bravely

; 05.05.2003 e .
' : and made supreme sacrifice in the line of

duty. His sacrifice and gallant action have been aptly recognized by GOI
by awarding him with Shaurya Chakra (Posthumously).

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Lance Naik Rukmangal Singh
of 26 Bn, who made the supreme
sacrifice while countering an ambush by
around 800 maoists on his team on 5
May 1998 in Palamu District, Jharkhand.
In the exchange of fire 4 maoists were
also neutralized. #CRPF salutes the braveheart and pledges never to let
his sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani
Lance Naik
Rukmangal
Singh 26 BN

12-10-1963 To
05-05-1998

J |

1DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn

Veer Balidani |~ .
H Lance Naik tribute to Lance Naik Mohd. Fazal of 53
- Mohd. Faza] |B%, Who was critically injured in an
’ encounter with  insurgents and
!hl,: >3 BN succumbed to his injuries ong5 May 1998
[ e M12-08-1962 Tolf ) Ly
05-05-1998 |in Assam. In the exchange of fire one
- I insurgent was neutralized. #CRPF
salutes the braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.
' Veer Balidani | H Veer Balidani
v ‘—-1 Head Constable - Constable
§ e Chandresh Singh o Shyam Lal
s 140 BN X 140 BN
PR 15-01-1962 To 02-11-1981 To
05-05-2005 05-05-2005

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to two valiant troopers
of 140 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice after being grievously
injured while countering an ambush by maoists in Kanker district,
Chhattisgarh on 5 May 2005. #CRPF salutes the bravehearts and
pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

| |

Veer Balidani
Constable
Prasant Kumar

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
ﬁ tribute to Constable Prasant Kumar

g Biswal of 43 Bn, who made the supreme
- Biswal 43 BN sacrifice after being seriously injured
'}t-'—"'} 01-03-1978 To while countering an attack by maoists in

' 05-05-2007 |Narayanpur district, Chhattisgarh on 5

s ) |May 2007. #CRPF salutes the braveheart
and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

HEAQUACHd / Uiefld / AdT./2026-27 /480  Reid—04.05.2026

Adra=d fazfa

IR oy fefdecar werfaenea dieirfid § o, dg—emard ud
HEID TR & RIBUGT DI Al /el I W ST 2 SN A= den—
TUHAURAT / Grefriid / H.r. /60%?&5040420263%%@%?1251905

2026 & fARATRT @1 Sl & | 39 A= # fawga fqaxor weifaenera o
Jerse https://asmcpilibhit.com W yefRia 2 | e
e-TENDER DOCUMENT FOR S

=
\
NIT No. & Date

E-Tender no. RSMM/CO/
GGM(Cont) Cont-02/2026-27

Rajasthan State Mines & Minerals Limited

4, Meera Marg, Udaipur - 313001, Phone: (0294)2427177 / 2428763867,
Fax (0294)2428768,2428739, Email:- contractsco.rsmml@rajasthan.gov.in

Description of Work
Supply of ROM Gypsum from Got Manglod
Gypsum Mines for Consumers/Traders Contract
dated 29.04.2026 valueRs.717.00 lakh, EMD Rs. 14.34lac., Tender
UBN No. MML2627WLOB00025 FeesRs.4720/-

Other terms & conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please
visit us at our website www.rsmm.com or www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or

eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or contact SM (Contract) on above address.
Raj.Samwad/C/26/1968

DGM (P&A)

IOPIEaUs gEe hiedieeret faw
| IEETREVE S T 3|-|_EI'1'-H:F
fRlerer #uses |aedior) sl 5, dgaem

il i andleon e,
. THTH: ﬁ:ga

91-135-2653601

"-ﬁ'r'lﬁm b Ll

ATETIENR ST BT & / HICIe T2 S Ts IITEE BT T
afereary wR W o AT T T AgEeean SEee W g
S, RIS ?r’nral:;—-rnff'r ;.nnﬂ o TUT SoUHe3ME # Toigd 8 o
Ryt iRt smafae & ol &

—fifd=T W=— 13/EDCRODDUN/2026-27
. §—1Af¥%1 W=n— 14/EDCRDDUN/2026-27
3. 5 f1fasT W& 15/EDCRDDUN/2026-27
4. i—ﬁﬁ'ﬂ T — 16/EDCRDDUN/2026-27
ffieT Weai— 17/EDCRDDUN/2026-27
Juaugn FIfeaTaiT &1 arfersd ST 27 99912 www,uktenders.govin
£
ik *!F"w e & 24x7 e o &1 www.upel.org ™ wE
TEE: 1603 S Rofdoands s oummfa Beis: o4 Sos 22026 E-Iﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁ AT

e [ea o Ml a9d. 2]l W] <0 1800—419—0405

@ BIHAR STATE MILK CO-OPERATIVE FEDERATION LTD.
[N Phene Mo l'l'1:;I I;I"IEI;':II::-:;I"!-‘EEEE::-:;?E?:';}:I.;::IEI!-TE:in'-'l-l:l:lf:p.;lt;-:':l'l:f-:::- ::fr:;:’.d':'E:ll'j-:"IEiE'I!]:-::iFElll:d"*:rru|.-:|:-'n

l-||_|

COMFED : MKTG: 2373
[Thowgh e-tendering mode only on website-www.eprocd bihar.gov.in)

DATE: 04.05. 2026
Hatice Imating Tender

1, Mame & address of sdvertlser : Managng Director, Biver State Milk Co-operatve Faderation Lid
(COMFED), Dairy Development Complea, B0, - B Y Colege. Palra-800014. & Bld submisslon start
date ¢ From 08 06 2026 Wednasday] (hrough websie wewsprocd bihargowin, 3. Bld submlsslon
and date & time by e bidders - 5005 2026 Wedneadyhupie 5,00 pmonweweproc? bikaraoin
4, Physical document submission end date & time &5 allowed in the tender document : 21,05 2018
i Thursdayy up b 200 pme COMEED HO Ly Devalopment l:_:l}-'ll|ﬂl;"_l Bl - BY r:llll_':gl_"_
=‘ama-‘:ll;ﬂ:1-’-. 3, Db, terrie & place of openng of Techno Commencial Bid (Bid Part 1) 21 05,2006
LT :;il:l.;l!.' L e 06 30 |.|'1I o m.g_g_m;',’_bdﬂrmﬂq E. Dale & hms of -u-p:-nlng of pnl:.-n bed -
:I._1||3r & lime wil Be communicabed laber on s=procurement porla: wwwaprocd bihar, goy, i
7.Bid Validity : 150 Dnes { Qan hundrad glghly days)

B. Details of waork:

o Costoftander|  Eamast Eblimitisd Bid processig
No Hame of the work#em documant feas| momeyio Ouaniity jmay | fees 8 be paid
| b b paid | 2o depouited increaseiecrease | through oniine

R P PRI | {Ron refundabing

thraugh onfing
01 |Annual Rate Cantract for Supply, | Rg 10004 |[Re50NNOE| 1000(Ona |  Asper
fabrication & instlation of prafabncated | opg {Fve kit thowsand) Epeoc2
Mik Boath at Uninna'Units of COMFED | 14 cang apnran. wabiin

A5 peratworkand dasgn

g For pariicipagion in the above e-fender process the bidders are meguired i get themsalves regisiored
s par detalls gheen ol waw eprocl. bihargowin so thet the wier |0, Pessword snd digital algratures
amissued fotham,

18. Tonder documents cam be seon and purchased on web sitn www.sproclbihargovin Any
madilicatianfamendment in fender will be nolified an e-porial,

The undersagned reserses (he right 1o reject any or a¥ lenders withoul assigning &ny reason,

Managing Director

6 GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [ETene] $

MAME OF WORK MOTTLE TINDER

DPENING DATE | AMOUNT | EMD | WEBSITL OF THE MIRED

ER P : ek W he H-Ilﬂlﬂ:l.' {UTH CLOSING DaTE (APPRON,) CORP.JAUTH W]EIH.'EN'ITAH
oapur & Mandaigajan stations under the 1N RUPEES BETAILS/BMALL
Jurisdiction of Sr. DEN ([EastiiKharagpur,
T Aoii: 5 13,43 /4,058, WP s MAINT FOF U TR AN W

R -3 T i o ConpOTER, | ‘:I:U:T 'E;.:-lu_'j:b?;lul'vt:;lﬁ.-l:iﬁ-'fn'n::lﬂﬁ A 23 A WTUIT | el nade b e S 164
Monay: T 26,87 500. Date of Opening: FAILAE it L sy '"'n'ac' bl (64520 et [ TRSIEEEEREEES | ke ibgtvygan
200052028 Complation Paeriod of tha | ' l "

wiork: 12 months. SLNo.-3. Tender No.: FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www. hgryarlagprggurgmg t.gpv in or www.eten dgr§ hry.nic.in No. 44908/HRY

work: Chakulia-Rakhamines: Improwvemsant
of slope stability of embankment by
coratruction of B.C.C. Drain in betwesn
3rgt lire & DM line under the Jursdiction of
ADEMN/Jhargram, Tender Value: ¥
2,43, 42 39¢ 70, Earnest Money: ¥
4 BE 20, Date of Dpening: 0008 2026,
Completion Period of the work: 12
months. Tender Document Cost: T 0 (for

NAGPUR METROPOLITAN REGION DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

station Road, Kingsway, Sadar, Nagpur-440001.

e-TENDER NOTICE No. 05/2026-21

www.mahatenders.gov.in

Sealed Percentage rate/flem rate e-tenders are invited from Non-Registered / Registered Contractors with N.M.B.0LAY
NLT PW.0, SNW.C. or other Govt. Dept. as per eligibilty criteria for One work. The details of work will be uploaded on
tenderwebsite i.e. www. mahatenders.gov.in

Sl.Mo. 1 1o 3 each). Bidding start date: : Amount of Work /|Eligibility/ Tender| Time Limit|.. . .
From 01.05. 2026 and up 1o 15.00 hrs. an IF:IE Name of Work E.M.D. in As. gllns.l girﬁs. in Months Division
15.05.2026 (for SLNa. 1), from 06.05.2026 Construction, Development and Sale of 1197 EWS DUS

and up:to 15.00 hrs. on 20.05.2026 {for + 80 Shops including the required basic infrastructure

Sl.No. 2) and from 26.06.2026 and up to of Roads, Utilities, Social Amenities etc. on Kh. No, 31, 2 £3.36.92.466/- As per Tender

15.00 hrs. on 09,06.2026 {lor S1.No, 3) 1 |Mouza - Mahadula, Tal. Kamptee, Dist Nagpur on 111 EILB 200/ = Document 24 Project
Interestad lenderars may visil website Gonstruct and Transfer basis under AHP PPP in Pradhan| ™" 50000, -

www.ireps.gov.in for full details/ Manti Awas Yojana in Nagpur Metropolitan Region

descriplions/spacificatton of the tenders DE'L'i;.‘l[_:-FIJ'I'IF'I'Il -ElU'lthIlW_.". NEI[;FIiJF-

and submit their kids onfine. In no case
rmanual tendar for these works will ba
accepied. N B, Prospective bidders may
regularly visit www.irepa.gev.in 1o
(PR-117)

Magpur. Tender Forms :-

parficipate iall tencers

Money :- E.M.[. is to be paid by online only, Plans & Estimates :- Available in the Technical Section, Head Office, Sadar,
From 02.00 PM. on Date 07.05.2026 up to 2.00 PM. on Date 29.05.2026 on

www.mahatenders.govin Receipt / Submission :- From 02.00 PM. on Date 07.05.2026 up to 2.00 PM. on Date
£9.05.2026 on www.mahatenders.gov.in. Pre-Bid Meeating :- Un 4.00 BM. on Date 12.05.2026 in the office of 5. E.
(Project), NMRDA, Station Road, NMRDA, Head Office, Sadar, Nagpur. Opening :- At N.M.R.D.A. Office on Date
01.06.2026 at 2.00 PM. or as decideéd by N.M.R.D.A,
Advt. No. ; 5.E.(NMRDA1N2026-2T Dated : 04.05.2026

-sd- Superintending Engineer,
MHagpur Metropolitan Reglon Development Authority

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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LESSONS LEARNT FROM CURRENT CRISIS SHOULD LEAD TO MORE STORAGE: PETRONETLNG CEO

Indiamay expand LNG storage

toman

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, May 4

THE LIQUEFIED natural gas
(LNG) supply disruption due to
the closure of the Strait of Hor-
muzamid the West Asiawar has
underscored the need for having
more LNG storage capacity in
Indiato cushion geopoliticaland
supply shocks, and all stake-
holders in the sector are now
serious about increasing the ca-
pacity by adding more storage
tanks, according to the chief
executive of India’s largest LNG
importer Petronet LNG.

“Definitely, taking cue from
this present crisis, all stakeholders
are seriously thinking about in-
creasing the storage capacity...
I'm quite sure that very soon you
willseeingactivity inthisregard,”
Petronet LNGCEO AK Singhtold
reporterson Monday, addingthat
the company already has firm
plans to increase its cryogenic
LNG tanks by about 70%.

Singh added that there is
“serious movement” in this re-
gard even at the government
level, and hopefully, the “lessons
learnt” from the current crisis
willlead to creation of additional
LNG stockpiles in the country.

How much should bethe op-
timum reserve storage capacity
is a question that is being ac-
tively deliberated upon. India
has strategic and commercial
stockpiles of crude oil as re-
serves, but hardly any of LNG.

Petronet LNGitselfislooking
at adding storage tanks at its
LNGterminals.Ithaseight LNG
tanks at its flagship Dahej ter-
minal and two at its terminal at
Kochi. Singh said the under-
execution Gopalpur terminal
project will add two tanks, and

Additional LNG storage buffers may have helped blunt the impactof

the Strait of Hormuz blockade.

the firm is looking to add
another tank at Kochi terminal.
As for Dahej, Petronet LNG is
looking to add four tanks, and is
lookingatland availability forit.
India depends on LNG im-
ports to meet about half of its
natural gas requirement, and
about 60% of those imports
came through the critical mari-
time chokepoint of the Strait of
Hormuz, primarily from India’s
largest supplier Qatar, and also
the UAE. Vessel movements
through the strait have halted
due the conflict. Not one LNG
cargo has reached India from
the Persian Gulf for over two
months now, hitting supplies
even as India has been trying to
augment supplies by sourcing
LNG from alternative sources.
With LNG imports under
pressure, the Centre was forced
to prioritise natural gas supplies
to certain critical segments like
transportation and household
kitchens, while rationing the
flow to some industries.
Asperindustry analysts, hav-
ing additional LNG storage
buffers could have helped blunt
theimpact oftheunprecedented

‘Central bank explores
steps to mobilise dollar
inflows as rupee slides’

Reuters
Mumbai, May 4

THE RESERVE Bank of India
(RBI) is studying ways to mobi-
lise dollar inflows to bolster its
foreign exchange buffers and
cushion rising pressure on the
rupee from a spike in oil prices
driven by the Iran war, three
sources familiar with the dis-
cussionstold Reuters.

The rupee hasslumped 5.5%
this year, sliding to an all-time
low0f95.33 per dollar last Thurs-
day, while foreign exchange re-
serves have fallen from a peak of
$728.5 billion and equity out-
flows have hit $19 billion over
March and April alone.

The RBI has maintained it is
comfortable with its reserves —
enoughtocover 11 monthsofim-
ports — but the latest policy dis-
cussions underscore fresh ur-
gency to bolster defences amid
capital outflows. The discussions
at the RBI have not been pre-
viously reported, though analysts
havespeculated about how auth-
orities might resurrect elements
of their crisis-era playbook.

Among the steps being con-
sidered isrevivingamechanism
lastusedin2013todrawindollar
deposits from non-resident In-

dians, two of these sources said.
Asecond optionbeingdiscussed
is eliminating withholding tax
on overseas government bond
investors to encourage flows,
they said.

No final decision has been
taken, and any move would be
made in consultation with the
government, the third source
said. Reuters could not establish
when a decision would be taken.

“Both areunder serious con-
sideration,” the source added,
notingthat the final decision on
taxation rests with the finance
ministry.

The sources declined to
be identified since they are
not authorised to speak to
the media.

An email to the RBI and
the federal finance ministry
seeking comment was not im-
mediately answered.

The war between the US, Is-
rael and Iran has weakened the
Indian currency,addingtoanear
5%fallin 2025. The two measures
under consideration could help
draw in dollars from overseas.

The deposit scheme was
used to stabilise the rupee in
2013 and brought in about
$26 billion atatime when USin-
terest rates were close to zero.

PETRONET LNG/WEBSITE

blockade of the strait, something
that was considered extremely
improbable, but still happened.
Currently, Indiahas23 LNGtanks
spread acrossitsvarious LNGter-
minals, and Petronet LNG alone
accounts for10 of those.

While these tanks provide
short-term buffer, they are
mostly geared for continuous
operations of the regasification
terminals, and aren’t seen as
emergency stockpile capacity.
One tank usually accommo-
datesone LNG shipload, and In-
dia’s LNG consumptionisabout
1.25tanksaday, Singh explained.

Since LNG tanks have to be
cryogenic in order to keep LNG
intheliquid state, buildingthem
is an expensive proposition and
a longer-term project as com-
pared to building a tank to hold
other liquid fuels. As per Singh,
itwill take at least three years for
a new tank to be constructed,
which canonly start onceall the
pre-project activities are com-
plete and the requisite approvals
arein place. Hesaid theinitiative
isstill at the planning stage, and
did not comment on the likely
execution timeline.

age future supply crises

No plans to extend financial
support to oil companies: Govt

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, May 4

THE GOVERNMENT has no
plan at present to compensate
public sector oil marketing
companies (OMCs) for their
losses on sale of petrol, diesel,
and jet fuel below market
prices, asenior Petroleum Min-
istry official said on Monday.
The comments come at a time
when there are discussions
within the government on the
possibility of hiking fuel prices,
particularly petrol and diesel.

Despitethe surgeininterna-
tional oil and fuel prices amid
the West Asia crisis, retail prices
of regular petrol and diesel have
not been hiked.

Inthe case of ATF, orjet fuel,
just about 25% of the price in-
crease was passed on for do-
mestic flights on April 1, al-
though a full passthrough was
done for international flights.

Consequently, public sector
OMCs — Indian Oil Corpor-
ation, Bharat Petroleum Cor-
poration, and Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation — are
incurring heavy losses on the
sale of these fuels, and have
been pushing for price hikes, it
is learnt. Petrol and diesel
prices have not been hiked for
over four years in India.

Moreover, the timing of the
current global surge in prices,
which clashed with assembly
elections in some states, made
it politically fraught for prices
to be hiked. In the absence of

price increases, the OMCs are
facing significant financial
burden. But the Centre has no
proposal to extend any finan-
cial support to the companies.

“Currently there is no pro-
posal before the government of
India to support the OMCs (for
their losses on fuel sales),” Pe-
troleum Ministry Joint Secre-
tary Sujata Sharma said in re-
sponse to a question at the
inter-ministerial press briefing
on the West Asia crisis.

She also noted that by not
hiking the prices of regular pet-
rol and diesel, the OMCs have
been contributing in keeping
inflation in check.

The OMCs are also incur-
ring heavy under-recoveries on
sale of liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) to households, even
as they have hiked prices of
commercial and industrial
LPG in line with international
prices movements.

Butunlike petrol, diesel, and
jet fuel, the Centre has over the
past few years provided subsidy
support to the OMCs for losses
ondomestic LPGsales, and that
cannot be ruled out even this
time around, industry officials
said. With therecently-held state
elections havingnow concluded,
ahikein prices of fuelslike petrol,
diesel, and the domestic LPG
could be in the offing in the
comingdays orweeks, according
to highly placed sources in
the government.

FULLREPORT ON
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NCLAT UPHOLDS ADANIBID FOR JAIPRAKASH ASSOCIATES
Vedanta plea against Adani

dismissed: ‘No meritin appeal’

George Mathew
Mumbai, May 4

THE NATIONAL Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) on Monday dismissed
the petitions filed by Vedanta
Ltd, owned by Anil Agarwal,
which challenged the selection
of Adani Enterprises’bid for the
debt-ridden Jaiprakash Associ-
ates Ltd (JAL).

Atwo-member bench com-
prising Chairperson Ashok
Bhushan and Member (Techni-
cal) Barun Mitra said, “No
grounds have been made out
by the appellant (Vedanta) to
interfere with the decision of
the adjudicating authority
(NCLT). We do not find any
meritin the appeal. The appeal
isaccordingly dismissed. There
shall be no order as to costs.”

“We also find that no ma-
terial irregularity was com-
mitted by the Resolution Pro-
fessional in conducting the
process. No grounds have been
made out by the appellanttoin-
terfere with the impugned
order dated November 11,
2025,” it said.

NCLAT dismissed Vedanta’s
plea, where it had questioned
the evaluation metrics adopted

Adani Group
emergedasthe
winning bidder for
Jaiprakash
Associates despite
being outbid by
Vedanta by nearly
Rs2,000crore

and had said itsbid wasRs 3400
crore higherin gross valueterms
and roughly Rs 500 crore more
in net present value compared to
the Adani Group’sbid. Itsaid the
decision of the Committee of
Creditors (CoC) to not approve
the resolution plan of the appel-
lant with a higher plan value of
Rs 3,400 crore and NPV of Rs
500 crore ascompared to plan of
respondent (Adani) cannot be
said to be arbitrary or perverse.
Vedanta approached the
NCLAT in March, challenging
the National Company Law
Tribunal’s (NCLT) approval to
Adani Group’s resolution plan
foracquiring debt-laden Jaipra-
kash Associates under the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy Code.
NCLT, Allahabad branch,
pronounced an order on March

17,2026 approving the resolution
plan dated October 14, 2025 sub-
mitted by Adani Enterprises Ltd
(AEL). AELraced ahead and out-
bid Vedanta for JAL.

Adani Enterprises had ear-
lier secured the CoC approval —
dominated by National Asset
Reconstruction Company Ltd
— for its Rs 14,535 crore bid to
acquire Jaiprakash Associates
in November 2025. It emerged
as the winning bidder for Jai-
prakash Associates despite
being outbid by Vedanta by
nearly Rs 2,000 crore.

The auction attracted inter-
est from five major players —
Adani, Vedanta, Dalmia Ce-
ment, Jindal Power and PNC
Infratech. While the floor price
was Rs 12,000 crore, only Adani
and Vedanta remained in the
final round. Vedanta submitted
the higher overall bid of around
Rs 16,000 crore, which in-
cluded an upfront payment
and the balance to be paid over
five years. In contrast, Adani’s
bid totalled Rs 14,535 crore, fea-
turing a higher upfront compo-
nent of over Rs 6,000 crore,
with the remaining scheduled
for payment within two years.

FULLREPORTON
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e ‘BLUE-CHIP COMPANIES ARE USING FORMULA ONE AS A LAUNCHPAD AND SPOTLIGHT FOR THEIR OWN Al PRODUCTS, RE-BRANDINGS’

As Formula One evolves, Al becomes part of race

Reuters
London, May 4

ARTIFICIALINTELLIGENCE’S
(AI) integration into Liberty
Media-owned Formula One and
its 11 teams hasbeen noticeable
on- and off-track in the already
highly tech-powered sport.
Eight new Al partnerships
were signed in the past six
months alone, according to re-
search firm Ampere Analysis.
Among them, nine-time
constructors’ champion Atlas-
sian Williams F1team are part-
nering with AI company An-
thropic for its Claude model to
support team operations and
race strategy. “It’s much more
than a sticker on a car or a
stickerinabillboard,” Williams’
Board Advisor Peter Kenyon
told Reuters. “We see it as one of
our differentiating points: how

can this partner help usin that
journey back to the top?”
Whereas F1 cars in yester-
year had a plethora of brands
with tobacco companies at
the centre, now partnerships
often centre on Al and tech
companies helping the teams
understand datasets, while
benefiting from great exposure.
“What Anthropic and our
tech team are doing are under-
standingthe opportunitiesand
then integrating those into our
business to be able to demon-
strate for ourselves and them,
and showcase their technology
in the pursuit of getting Wil-
liams back to the top,” Kenyon
added. Al can be a key tool en-
abling teams to navigate new
regulations and new cost cap
rules, now set at $215 million.
“Efficiencyis one of the ubi-
quitous benefits of Al products,

 ———

—

e

Last season, technology led
the top 10 spending categories
for F1teams. REUTERS

meaning a natural synergy be-
tween teams and Al brands,”
said Adam Lewis, a senior ana-
lyst from Ampere Analysis.
Technology led the top 10
spending categories for F1

teams, reaching an estimated
$769 million last season, up 41%
from the previous year, accord-
ing to intelligence platform
SponsorUnited.

Al and machine learning
brands account for four of the
top 15 new sponsorship inves-
tors, a SponsorUnited report
also showed, including $65 bil-
lion-valued cloud infrastruc-
ture company CoreWeave,
which has a partnership with
the Aston Martin F1team.

Al has been innovative in
sifting through administrative
tasks and interpreting key rules
within sporting and technical
regulations, helping engineers
take swifter decisions during
on-tracksituations which were
impossible decades ago. “Soit’s
gone from a sort of basic Al to
more of an agentic approach
where rather than just search-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ing for something, it’s actually
providing decisions for us,”
Jack Harington, the group part-
nership lead for Oracle Red Bull
Racing, told Reuters. The Red
Bull outfit, which four-time
champion Max Verstappen
races for, has a partnership with
$494 billion-valued software
company Oracle, and has em-
bedded its technological nous
across the team.

Technology firms like Al-
phabet-owned Google are also
seeing positives from entering
the F1arena.

“These blue-chip com-
panies are using Formula One
as a launchpad and spotlight
for their own Al products or re-
brandings,” Lewis said, noting
Google’s partnership with F1’s
McLaren shifted to Google
Gemini, a generative Al tool,
from Google Pixel.

‘Centre not insulated
from how states react to
Strait of Hormuz crisis’

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, May 4

THE INDIAN government is
“notinsulated” from how states
react to the West Asia crisis,
Chief Economic Advisor (CEA)
V Anantha Nageswaran said,
adding that demand for more
funds due from fiscally-
stretched states at a time of
external shock adds to the
Centre’s own challenges.
Speaking at a seminar on
state finances organised by the
Institute of Economic Growth
on Monday, Nageswaran said
any honest assessment of state
finances must be against the
challenging global backdrop.
Andwhilethe shocksdon’t orig-
inate at the state level, that’s
where they are absorbed, with
stress landing on areas such as
food and fuel subsidies, fertiliser
allocation, agricultural support,
and employment programmes.
“In other words, states are
not insulated from what
happens in the Strait of Hor-
muz. AndIcanalsotell youthat
the sovereignis notinsulated by
how states respond to the Strait
of Hormuz as well, because ul-
timately the combined fiscal
deficitis what feedsinto the cur-
rent account deficit,” the gov-
ernment’s top economist said.
While the Centre’s fiscal
deficit target of 4.3% of GDP for
2026-27 has come under press-
ure due to the rising costs from
the impact of the war in West
Asia, international investors
and global ratings agencies
look at the combined deficit at
the national and state level.
Referringto arecent finance
ministry analysis of 18 states’
budgets for 2026-27 that found

half of them were set to post a
revenue deficit, Nageswaran
said that when external shocks
hit, it is fiscally-constrained
states that “press the hardest on
the Centreandtheydosoatthe
very moment when the Centre
itself is going to be facing sig-
nificant challenges in the cur-
rent financial year in meeting
its fiscal deficit goals”.

“The resulting dynamic
therefore places stress on the
general government fiscal posi-
tion which is now assessed by
global investors asan integrated
whole, not merely as a Union
government number... Fiscal
indiscipline at the subnational
level is no longer a closed, do-
mestic accounting matter. It is
visible and it is priced,” he said.

While the Centre has largely
shielded households from the
energy shock caused by the war
in West Asia, the fiscal arithmetic
has become “more complicated
and will likely remain so” for
much of FY27, Nageswaran said
Monday, with fertiliser costs set
to be substantially higher, lead-
ing to a higher subsidy bill. Say-
ingthatIndia’s publicfinancesis
in “verylarge measure a story of
its states”, the CEA said that as
the country moves towards a
higher income status, the effi-

I can tell you that

the sovereignis not
insulated by how states
respond to the Strait of
Hormuz, because ultimately
combined fiscal deficitis
what feeds into the CAD”

V ANANTHA NAGESWARAN,
CHIEF ECONOMIC ADVISOR

ciency and quality of resource al-
location at the state level will in-
creasingly determine notjustthe
pace of growth buthowinclusive
and sustainable it is.

Inits Monthly Economic Re-
view report for April, released
last week, the finance ministry
had said of the 18 states whose
FY27 budgets had been ana-
lysed, eight — Odisha, Jhark-
hand, Uttar Pradesh, Goa, Guja-
rat, Uttarakhand, Telangana,
and Bihar — were expected to
post a revenue surplus, with an
average fiscal deficit 0f 2.94%,
interest payments amountingto
8.61% of revenue receipts, and
outstandingliabilities and capi-
tal outlay at 24.24% and 4.08%
of their state GDP, respectively.

In contrast, nine states —
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Haryana, Rajas-
than, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh —
with abudgeted revenue deficit
in 2026-27 had worse average
numbers across the board: a fis-
cal deficit of 3.44%, interest
payments at 16.1% of revenue
receipts, and outstanding lia-
bilities and capital outlay at
31.6% and 2.04% of state GDPs,
respectively.

FULLREPORTON
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Direct taxes log 5-yr low growth
of 5.1%in FY26,1all short of target

Kuldeep Singh
New Delhi, May 4

INDIA’S DIRECT tax collec-
tions after refunds grew at a
five-yearlow ofjust 5.12% year-
on-year in FY26 (provisional
figures) and fell short of the re-
vised estimates of Rs 24.211akh
crore by Rs 80,594 crore, ac-
cording to data released by the
Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) on Monday. Personal
income tax (PIT) collections
grew by a mere 0.03% y-0-y.

In absolute terms, direct tax
collections after refunds stood at
Rs 23.40 lakh crore, lower than
the revised estimate of Rs 24.21
lakh crore. Corporate tax collec-
tions were Rs 10.99 lakh crore
against the revised estimate of

‘SEBltoissue
advisoryon
Mythosrisks’

Mumbai: Amid concerns
around Anthropic’s Al model
Mythos, Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SEBI)
Chair Tuhin Kanta Pandey
Monday said it willsoonissue an
advisory to market participants
outlining how they should stay
alert to vulnerabilities and play
aproactive role in mitigation.

Hesaid the regulator wasen-
gaging with all stakeholders
cautioning them of the risks
posed by Mythos. SEBI, he said,
isin constant touch with market
participants and relevant stake-
holders as the challenge after
Mythos and similar Al models
will “test our resilience”. He was
speakingat the IMC capital mar-
kets conference.

“Asyouknow, Mythosisonly
available to a very few entities,
it's not widely available, but
nevertheless, it presents grave
risks," he observed. He added
that it's important for market
players to use whatever tools
they have to proactively find
vulnerabilities themselves and
patch them.

“Technology may be mis-
used. Algorithms may move
faster than human controls.
Digital platforms may become
channels for fraud,” he said, ad-
ding that while AI tools can
identify weaknesses faster, they
can also exploit vulnerabilities
atspeed and scale. FE

Rs 11.09 lakh crore, while non-
corporate tax collections stood
at Rs11.831akh crore against the
revised estimate of Rs 13.12 lakh
crore. Non-corporate taxes in-
clude those paid by individuals,
HUFs, firms, local authorities,
artificial juridical persons, etc.
Corporate tax receipts (after
refunds) rose 11.39% against the
projected growth 0f 12.4% in the
revised estimates, while PIT col-
lections grew only 0.03% against
the estimated 6.2% growth for
FY26. Direct tax collections be-
fore refunds grew 4.03% to Rs
28.11 lakh crore. Refunds de-
clined1.09% toRs4.711akh crore.
Jayesh Sanghvi, tax partnet,
EY India, said non-corporate
tax collections were expected to
be impacted by the rate reduc-
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tions in the new personal in-
cometaxregime announced in
the Budget. “Healthy corporate
tax growth and effective refund
management have helped the
overall growth reach 5.12%. The
healthy corporate tax collections
augur well despite disruptions
from global conflicts and supply
chain issues. Hopefully, this re-
silience will reflect positively in
the coming times,” he said.
Asper experts, the tepid per-
formance is primarily due to
substantial tax relief measures
under the new tax regime, in-
cluding enhanced rebates that
have effectively made annual
incomesup toRs121akh (orup
to Rs 12.75 lakh for salaried in-
dividuals with standard deduc-
tion) completely tax-free. FE

Manufacturing
PMI sees mild

recovery in Apr
New Delhi: The country’s
manufacturingsector
activity witnessed mild
recoveries in growth of
new business intakes

and production, but

rates ofincrease were the
second-weakest in nearly
four years.

The seasonally adjusted
HSBCIndia
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI)

rose from 53.9 in March
to54.7in April.

The two largest sub-compo-
nents of the Purchasing
Managers’ Index,

new orders and output,
rose since March but trailed
readings seenin atleast
three-and-a-halfyears. PTI

UBS cuts India
FY27 growth
forecastto 6.2%

New Delhi: Swiss
investmentbank UBSon
Monday cutits gross
domestic product growth
forecast for Indiaby
50bpsto6.2% for FY27.
The investment bank
warned that the growth
could fall to 5-5.5% in case
of an “extended energy
shock scenario” which
seesthe price of the
country’s crude oil basket
rising to around $150 per
barrel. A quick de-escala-
tionin West Asiawith

the Indian basket averaging
$85/bbl and flows resuming
via the Strait of Hormuz
over the June quarter
could mean a growth rate
0f6.5%. ENS
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1978. Now, in exercise of the powers conferred upon me by the Commissioner of Police, Delhi and as envisaged vide section 67(i) FFICE ey everere Torrey forfares=
of Delhi Police Act, 1978, the enclosed list of 135 vehicles (Police station wise list s attached) are notified for the information to the . Cgﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ‘ﬁg‘gﬁg“m - “"""“"E'.’.‘F syt oo .".""."‘..”'.’
general public through this proclamation. Any person, who may have o claim thereof may appear before the concerned Assistant s o c:b- HEIC Merw MDBF Balidng, nd Floer, Oy Iradl Extats (Opp, NEIG O g Mietra Statiord, New Deibi- 11
Commissioner of Police alang with the proof of ownership to establish his or her respective claim within six months from the issue U.P JALNIGAM (URBAN) = = : ; - NOTIGE INVITING & TEHDER :
of thiz proclamation. This proclamation should be given wide publicity among the general public and be displayed on the notice A-2/33 Ashivana Phasedl, o S_ EORLCEU RS E- Tnaacin TG s FE_’:!'"E"E'"‘E“‘“"'““'E”:'E"TN'“m“j"’"’_""'"g Wi
board of the court and also in the Police stations. Moradabad-244001 E §' Tender No. CONER Aresa-(PLILIRgad work/E- 1025411112025 27
Emailupjnmba@amail com = CorsfrucSion of POC mad (GG Road), drain and olher slied works gt
S | POLICE REGL.NO. | ENGNO. | CH NO. MAKE MODEL P e T m e of Work MMLP Atemedgarh
et I}?tl:-[n-:ﬁ : :u{? ’izfﬁ'f’ = '_g Estimated Cost 7 585 58 Lakhs {including GST]
1 Prem Magar | DL-4SCD-5846 | BURNT - MICY BURNT ﬂhHhIGEHDUM NOTICE cl @ Completion Period (4 Months
= | Prem MNagar | | NIL | 3s029 36613 SCOOTY MEJITO T T = Eamest Money Deposit | 74,44 800 (Rs, Four Lakh Forgy Four Thousand Eight Hundred Only}
3 | Prem N : HR26CA 7881 | 8480 7808 MICY SPLENDER ATHIED:- e VRN o0 TR 0D 2 2%k 8 T T Sl Lo
3 prem Nagar s e = e DELLX TENDER ID: 20‘25_“”“”_1132330_1 ?r _T_aﬂg_ﬁrmga:ilg_@aﬂﬂnn-rdundahleﬁ ? 3'5-#1' {inclushe all taxes .'i*luh_:—j_‘*n_rg |ghe—'|a:|-rr~enl,|
rem Nagar f SCHEME NAME:INTERCEPTION Date of salo of Tender fonkine) | 05.05 2025 (om 15.00hrs.) 1o 26 05 2025 (up fo 17.00 frs |
E_ Frem Nla_"l-?!.ar DLiEEiFE'EE B Efﬂﬁ | F."'!:’E'f EF'LE_I":EEEF'. I & DIVERSION (1&D) & STP FOR Date & Time of subméssion of Tender (onling) | 2705 2026 up to 17:00 hrs
G Prem HEQEIF DL4SBEL 83567 BI5T 85189 MACY i = EXISTING DRAIN IN NAJIBABAD Diate & Time of Opening of Tander (ondine) | 29052026 21 15:00 hr,
T Prem Magar DL5SB. 5893 . Te73 MY FASSION TOWN,/NPF,DISTT BIINOR E:d ﬁr!-mbl-gai ﬁl-;utr_lr-'i-' gnm.ebiﬁgence wAths rear_:eglnsrpra' hlim*ec!mhlmln fiueaa;l re-'e*lr:-lne'ali
- i B AOUCE VR0 On W W, Conconnaia.coim, Gl B compaeda e I CEMCUTPEEIL LA
8 Prem Nagar | DL11SU 5721 = 78433 MICY VS With reference to the Tender for doatioaded from webstz wwwienderwizard com/CCIL anly. Furer, Comigendum / Addendum fo
< Prem Magar | DL45CH 1073 . 43158 MCY PASSION work of ®INTERCEPTION & DIVERSION this Terchr, f any, will be pubished on webste www. concorindia.coin, www.ienderwizard com/CCIL
- - - TR o and Central Procurement Portal {CPP) ool Mewspaper prass sdearisamant shall not be issuad for
10_| Prem Magar | DL4SBM 5634 32377 96141 MICY SPLENDER (14D) & STP FOR EXISTING DRAIN IN I — i e Executive Director (Projucts), Phane No.: 011:41222500
11 I?.r_Em MNagar | DL4SCH 3371 17876 ‘IEE!E MGy F‘AEEGN NAJIBABAD TOWN/NPP, DISTT a Eh (o —
12 | Prem Nagar | HR-26BB-4271 f3535 41792 MICY HONDA, BUNOR under SBM 2.0 Programme" a 2 Qh =
13 | Prem Nagar | DL-6SAH-9321 | 99616 AB645 SCOOTY ACTIVA imdted vide NIT No. 392/Niida/28 = 3 2 %
=
14 | Prem Nagar | DL-4SBT-1640 3T906 Br628 MICY BAJAJ DISCOVER dated 30.03.20286, it is to notify that E'é (1 I |
15 Prem WNagar |DL-BESBW-T7328 MICY i la ¢ . - 5 - |
g2 dus to unavoldable reasons pre 52 I €1 BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD
16 | Prem Nagar DL-45CJ-6053 - - MICY - qualification bids will now be opened o
% E. E < - -
17 Pmm Nagar | DL-8SBD-3788 - E MICY - at 14:00 hours on dated 13.05.2026 at 8 5 0 Wallc-in-Interview
18 Prem Nagar | DL45DQ-1249 18778 16788 MICY SPLENDOR the tender can now be submitted by the g s Q 0 Ehwizion, EE!‘-'_!E. F"un}_'c'lbl Eagh, Dalhi {n_:lr the following post of Dn_jn:!r:r for one
20 | Prem Nagar |DL-8SCG-6284 : : MICY : eligible bidders upto 12.05.2026 by o 5 N YRATOULEATEHING Sesls 10F04 Mol LAy e Gt STUWTT SRR Fuat
; A - - O The duty place of the selacted doctor will be tha office of Dy
21 | Prem Nagar | DL-45CJ-3480 = = SCOOTY 3 17:00 hours.Other terms & conditions Q0 Secretary/Coordination, BBMEB, Kaka Nagar, New Delhi
22 | Prem Magar | DL-11SB-0088 : : MICY HF DELUX shall remainthe same. ® Sr. Name of Post Mo.of | Date ofinterview Time
23 | Prem Nagar |DL-43CF-2189 - - SCOOQTY Na. Post
24 | Prem Nagar | DLASCR-8974 : : MICY . DEBTS RECOVERY % 1| MO{GeneralCadre) | 01 12,05 2026 11.00AM
25 | Prem Nagar NIL - 14803 SCOOTY NTORQ TRIBUNAL-l. DELHI I Part Time remuneration is as under: -
26 Begumpur DLBSCH 6306 20522 BE206 MICYCLE YAHAMHA, & Floa, Josen Targ Building. Parferment Street New Dabi-110001 o A MO (General Cadra} | Rs. 25.000/- per manth for 2 hours par day
27 | Begumpur | DL10SCE003 8489 _B17s8 | MICYCLE HONDA OAND.518,/2025 =5 The interested candidates may appear before the Sefection Committee along
28 | Begumpur | DLBSAF3735 - 01096 M/CYCLE BAJA “ml““”“ﬂ“";_'r';m ---------- Applicant 2 E — with following original cerfificates and one photacopy of sach
—_ P ekl
29 Begumpur DL7SBF7a7T7 . . SCOOTY HOMNDA SULEKHA TOMAR ..................Defendant E E. é 5%“&';[53';::::““'“!95
30 Begumpur DL103B 1608 - 27420 SCOOTY HOMDA, 0,1. NARENDRA KUMAR SINGH g =~ 8 31D Proof (Aadhar, Panor Voter Card)
31 | Begumpur | DL4SBWOBST 7803 07382 MICYCLE HERG a{; Eag‘f;ﬂma'ﬂaﬁg'ﬂ#ﬁgggm i n E e Special Note: -
e 7 o = 1. Mo TAwill be paid tothe candidates for appearing in the mlerview,
32 Begumpur BLASCFE343 92349 123233 MICYCLE HONDA B} Vihar Ghaoabad U.F'.-E':?"‘Clﬂ'l. ; ® 2. Terms & condibons of appointmant will be applicable as approved by the
a3 Begumpur DLT1LS268 17137 39470 SCOOTY SUZUKI la'i'halrgag tha above-named applicant has £ A '% Board Secretariate BEMB, Chandigarh
34 Begumpur DLASCE9RGS TH453 51803 SCOOTY TVS insfituted & case for recovery of] o 258 /PR/Bd Sectl/d = = A
R&.31,30,077.46 (Rupees Thirty One Lakh =
29| | BEgUHTpIN Lkgabuunst - - e ALEES Thirty Thousand Seventy Seven and 3
36 BEEI-LI_I'IlEluI' DL“EHig‘gE' 16054 17254 SCOOTY HOMNDA Forty Six Paisa Only) against you and
a7 Begumpur DLTIMETES - - SCOOTY ACTIVA whereas it has been shown to the
a8 T LE tisfaction of the Trbunal that it is not - .
38 Eegumpur DL11SK1491 03845 D0S88 MICYCLE HERD 5 l::-énm1 A e il s CineraiinGot sl and
30 | Kanjhawala | HR-B0A-5084 1326 3838 MICY HERO SPLENDOR PLUS gﬁeﬁ EE' mﬂ rﬂ‘_ﬂ; _3- 'g"?'f:n*'fﬁhi; Rural Works Department
: - e, I | Iy i Gl s
40 | Kanjhawala |DL-4S8G-2718 | 11417 11450 i SURER apt b OR advertisement directing you fo make JHARKHAND STATE RURAL ROADS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (JSRRDA)
41 I{anjh:awa.lzl DL-15AE-6373 - - EEDD'I":" SCOOTY appearance before Ld. Registrar on 1" Floor, F.E.P. Building, Dhurwa, Ranchi 834004
2 e e T T TS e e . : ; Kol : . .
42 Kanjhawala HR-14H-4351 21367 23143 I".-'1|‘.C"|" BAJAJ PLATINA ;iiﬁ??.zﬂii‘:’ﬂ:!r unherﬂimaﬂa ihIr|-::|F||;|"III"-'|5|t NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
43 I{anlhawala HR-79B-6685 21507 20478 MICY HERO EF’LEHDGH WebSHL. - WWW.OMLOOoY.In one Nati 1C stitive Biddine T1 h e-Procur
—_— e L —- e et el S Number 011-23748473). Take notice that in {(National Competitive Bidding [ hrough e-Frocurement)
i | Manibewas: | piRo/eDiah | OREed ' ME1 HERO SPLENDOR case of your failure to appear on the above- Re- eTender No.- 11/ 2026-27- Ranchi, Dated: 04.05.2026
45 | Kanjhawala DL-15T-2748 15784 173 MICY HERO HONDA GLAMOUR mentioned day before this Tribunal, the case PR No- 364457 dated 15.10.2025
46 | Kanjhawala |DL-115W-4424 | 5803 4053 MICY PASSIONPRO will b heard and decided in your absence The undersigned on behalf of Government of Jharkhand invites item rate bids through e-
47 | Kanjhawala | DL-BSAG-T668 F16E 12002 MICY HERO CD DELUXE ii] ;‘-" Cfl;l'rliﬂl’:lﬂmﬂd f?ih‘pf;t?ﬂﬂ their cases Procurement from the eligible bidders registered® in appropriate class with any  State/Central
: ¥ ybnd mode (by physical appearance Government/State /Central Government Organization for construction and maintenance for five years of
45 Kanjhawala DL 95T- 3?34 18738 26114 MY HEROC SFLEMDOR : ! ; F 3 ; -
TR ]h =—TBL450 H—d.-'.'bﬂ T T SE SOTv TS JUPTER in the Court or through CISCO WEBEX the works (List of schemes shall be displaved in the website pmgsytendersjhr.gov.in) of Pradhan Mantri
........ AnhaWRE, JoL-Es 3 kAT LG _ VCLink) ) Gram Sadak Yojna PM-JANMAN (Batch- 1, 2025-26).
50 | Kanjhawala |DL-4SBR-3804 B7305 84810 SCOOTY SCOOTY ACTIVA |!i1) Far online appearance through V alf the S| District | Block | Tendering | Road Name [ | Road [ Sanction | Sanctiorl Total Total [Earnest| Timeof
51 | Kanjhawala |DL-8SCM-9234 44039 61550 MICY HERQ SPLENDOR Advocales (Litigants shall download the Mol Mame | Mame | Package | Bridge Name | Length |Comstructi| Mainte | Sanction | Package Complet
52 | Kanjhawala | DL-5SAP-6383 | 41452 36680 MICY HERD SPLENDOR  emea ipties ancicalion Sollgars {kms} | onCost | Nace |Costwith| Cost |Money| ion (in
. _ (i) *Meeting 10" and "Password” for the next {in lakhs) (Cost (in | Maint (in|  (in {in | month)
53 | Kanjhawala |DL-43CM-717% 3084 2511 SCOOTY SCO0TY MAESTRO date of hearing qua cases o be taken by lakhs) | lakhs) | lakhs} | Lakh)
54 Kanjhawala |DL-15AG-9360 6166 3837 MICY BULLET 350 Hon'ble Presiding Officer’ Registrar 1 ] 3 4 3 3 7 B g 10 11 17
55 | Kanjhawala | DL-6SAL-8611 7058 36937 MICY HERC HF DELUXE Recovery Officer-ll and Recovery 1| Jamtar | Kundhit | JH-12- |L021-Dhasaniya| 4.100 | 36%.20 | 2896 | 398.16 |398.160| 7.96 17
: B Officar-ll shall be avadable one day a PMIANMA | (Batudih) To
bG I{anj.hawala DL-5SA0-4643 45553 329749 MICY HERC SPLENDOR PRO price o the next date at DRT Official NZIAM-01 | Aamshari via
57 | Kanjhawala | HR-13L-3581 22054 247 MICY HERO CD DELUXE Portal i.e. "drt.gov.in" under the Public (2025-26) |Phulsahri Kaludi |
58 Kanjhawala HR-130-2474 33956 15985 MCY HERO CD DELUXE Maotice Head. | 2 | Palamu Chalnpur JH-17- LO029-Kaachan | 6.040 | 456.20 49,23 | L0543 |971.22 | 19.43 15
59 | Kanjhawala | DL-115J-5478 4893 944 SCOOTY SCOOTY PLEASURE (¥}l any exigency qua that, the Advacales ' [FM;EFE; | TDMTE?”EMT |
— - Litigants can contact the concemed —— _ N-FAL- ain Hoa ek .
60 | Kenjhawala |DL-85AH-5153 | 56209 20021 MICY TVS STAR CITY official at Ph. No.011-21748473. Palamu (Chainpur| (2025-26) | LO34-Mission | 5.100 | 423.04 | 42.75 | AB5.79
61 | Kanjhawala |DL-85AR-3576 | 89269 49 MICY HONDA UNICORN Riiver: ki iy Fisnd i Sl it Schoal Chowk
B2 | Kanjhawala | DL-105-5373 36904 36198 MICY YAMAHA FZ Tribunalon this 23° March 2026. Tn{i-; ::-Ilcaﬁ:ma;“d
n e | .
63 Kanjhawala HRE-13L-5556 21258 T437 MGy HERD HF DELUXE % By Order of this Tribunal ] Total | 1574 | 1248.44 | 19094 | 1369.38 |1365.38]
Ei‘f‘-__ _ﬁﬂﬂbﬂfﬂrla__ﬂﬁlﬂ't—igaf _____ q ______ ?H‘EE | -,r.l.'ﬂ'lE:f . EAJAJ D|§E?FER | The bid should be submitted online int  he website pmgsytendersjhrgoviin . The bidders should have valid
65 Kanihawala | DL-11SK-B752 23769 16853 SCO0TY TVE JUPITER Digetal Signature Certificate for online submission of bid
66 | K Fawaie |DLISADAZT0 | 17352 44135 SCOOTER CHETAK BAJAJ WEST CENTRAL RAILVAY D¢ttt af: bed Snlml s 16 &8 undlr:
ook Wikl 2 2 LRl S i AT Dated: 04/05/2026 Procurement Place of Availability of tender Last date & Last date Date & time of opening
E7 |Parshant Vihar | DL 6SAT 5581 1541 1539 MICY YZF R-15 E-Tender Notice Officer Opening (en-line} far bidding | time of seeking | and time of {on-line) of tender
68 |Parshant Vihar | DL 55AH 5164 46505 LT MICY TVS STAR CITY T S From | Tey clarification bid : Tre:h!ni:a{ Financial bid
68 |Parshant Vihar | DL 4SAU 5864 | 64240 65118 MICY SPLENDOR BLACK axparienced Eon i by The : | 3 B S — I g | E”hr"E'ff"““ - T | 5 |
70 [Parshant Vihar | DL 63AT 8582 52425 17137 HOMNDA ACTIVA WHITE HOMNDAACTIVAWHITE undarsigned, for and on behall of the - . [ : 5 [
71 |Parshant \ihar | DL 5SAQ 0377 115 218 SPLENDOR BLACK SPLENDOR BLACK PIASiIATE o nichs, 101 Hie. tofuuing:- R R 31'[:)5'52%105 [ Fe0nteh 21'?3'5?%2135 200k, 008
arshant Vihar : Tender MNo.: ELECT -GEN-BPL-T- 11 Chief, ISRAOA, | Chief SRROA, | ak TOB0 | UPC S0 | upro z.0oem | PSS | 2t 05,30 PM finformed later
72 |Parshant Vihar | DL 45AS 4495 | 47046 47603 TVS GLX TWS GLX 2026 Mame of Work: BPL Division Ranchi Ranchi M PM
T2 |Parshant Vi ol 3 T ' DI ONVE BIECOVE i Comprehensive. Annual Maintenance * Non-registered bidders may afso submit bid, however the successful bidders must get registered in
73 |Parshant \."!ha.r DL 6SAR 1384 44508 42197 BAJAJ DISCOVER 100 BAJAJ DISCOVER 100 Contractof passenger Wftinstalled st DRM A PkaNE s Witk aEpeop R il DR oRing the SoNEracE : s
4. |Parshant Vihar | DL 105A 9646 3454 3310 MICYCLE MICYCLE Bhopals office for the perod of Thres el {'u'-'.frrrru'{'irr.'.u,s:-l:'. s ; .
75 [Parshant Vihar | DL 35B 8267 A MNA SCOOTY SCOOTY bty af::r':;::!" F';:ﬂﬂr: EEJ‘S?"JE Notgr '
% : - R JEs-
76 |Parzhant Vihar | DL 4SNR 7494 45051 45819 _ HONDAACTIVA HONDAACTIVA Earnest Money in Rs. 10,400/~ Date and 1. Amount of Bid Security should be taken as mentioned in the Bid Data Sheet of the Bidding Document.
77 |Parshant Vihar | DL 38CF 0536 £8196 0116 HERO HONDA TWISTER HERO HONDA TWISTER Time for closing of tender; 20/05/2026, 2. Cost of Bid Document (Rs. |0000) and Bid Security (as mentioned in the Bid Data Sheet) shall be
78 |Parchant Vihar | OL 110 677 33378 50382 BAJAL CT 100 RED BAJAL CT 100 RED 11:00 hrs. Tender No.: ELECT -GEN- deposited onling in form as mentioned in Bid Data Sheet falling which the bid waill be treated non
78 |Parshant Vihar | DLASAD 5331 11843 - HE DELUX HF DELUX BPL-T- 12-2026 Name of Work: BFL rESponsive and action shall be taken as per Sec. 200 1TB clause 12.2 (d)
JEt_(ratsnant vinan] BLToREradel ) N L LA ;6 e E{:ﬁ;_‘i‘;;{fE’;ﬁ;:;egf'gﬁhl:“:{: 3. In case, it is found, even after the award of work that the bidder has submitted/ uploaded any
B0 |Parshant \ihar | DL 85T 5281 22357 34111 | HERO HONDA PASSION | HERO HONDA PASSION (Ground+1 fibor) provided at- Faiway false/erroneous/fraudulent statement/document, he/she is liable for blacklisting and forfeiture of Bid
81 |Parshant Vihar | UP14GY 4043 159 1252 MICYL MICYL ! Hospilal, Mishatpura, Bhopal (M/s Security.
82 |Parshant Vihar | DL BSBT 6200 16551 164603 HONDA ACTIVA 26 HONDA ACTIVA 306 Shivalik Elecators maka) for the period 4. Bidders mustsubmit GST registration certificate without which bid 15 hiable to be rejected.
: ~ Three years, Completion Period: 36 5. Bidders whose names appear in the Debar/blacklist of RWD or any department of Gol/Gol (including
83 [Parshant Vihar | DL 135U 0481 48050 43846 SPLENDOR BLACK EF‘LENIDDH BLACK Manihs. Estimated Cost: Rs. 773,280/- JSRRDA) shall not be allowed to participate in the above bids.
84 | Budh ""'r‘_hf'" OL-11S5)-7735 BLACK BLACK MICYCLE MICYCLE E:’r;':ﬂfimﬁ: :f;:;g:,u;ﬁg:ﬁ;;; 0. Bidssubmatted by bidders, who have long pending ATR({s)made inordinate delay in execution of earlier
85 | Budh\ihar | DL-115F-8284 | SPORT SPORT MICYCLE M/CYCLE 19:00 hes. The detalls of complets terider allotted construction/ maintenance works of PMGSY, may be rejected summarily.
BA Budh Vihar | DL-8SBQ-7328 BLACK BLACK MICYCLE MICYCLE documents and ite related snformation 7. In case of any discrepancy/dispute about units in BOO), units a5 mentioned in Current SOR. on which
87 | Budh Vihar |DL-6SAW-2264 : : SCOOTY SCOOTY may be seen st hiips./iwww irsps.govin BOQ hasbeen prepared shall prevail. .
; : T - and naotice board of this office. Manual 8. Participating bidders are free to submit one fime grievances, it any, against the decision of technical
03 _. B "..-'"!har DLashEedl | EO\Ch BN M ob L idkad ,"';:E ah':‘ze .|,53""’ R . ;E':" evaluation within five days from the date of uploading of decision of technical evaluation only through
B3 | BudhVihar |DL-45B0-8632 - 73447 SCOOTY ACTIVA EE:‘EI_E&F:M :IH :-|n1En'Ee m;n#;d;ﬂdr email al jh-cefa pmgsy.nic.in Grievance submitted after stipulated penod shall not be considered.
90 | Budh\ihar | DL-125SB-8806 | 86344 96030 SCOOTY - i Corigandum! Updating, if required, will 9. Bidders must have valid registration with Employee Provident Fund organization under EPF and
81 | BudhVihar | DL-GSAE-D467 | 7461 8553 MICYCLE PASSION be uploaded on website, it may be seer at Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1952 failing which the bid shall be rejected.
o7 Budh Vihar | DL-4SAS-8143 * = MICYCLE VS VICTOR above said URL and notice board of this 10. Bidders must not quote rate for routine maintenance. The amount for routine maintenance as indicated
53 | Budh Vi DiesiTaiia | Blozr E0945 SCOOTY ACTIVA - office, till the date of closing of tander. The in the Bill of Quantitics must be acceptable to idders.
il Contractor musl read the all tender 11. For unbalanced bids, extra security will be required to be deposited by the bidder at the time of
94 | BudhVihar | DL-4SOH-6109 : 3068 MICYCLE PASSION o uploedad o IAEES oty Agreéement,
85 | BudhVihar | DL-8SCJ-7310 49339 59672 MICYCLE SPLENDER ;;glhﬂiwc?:; 'EE::EE‘,E IE':_I T{,HEE:"'HHE 12. The undersigned reserves the rnight to cancel the tender at any stage without giving prior notice/reason,
a6 | BudhVihar | DL-8SNEB-TE3E - 5 MICYCLE : documents elc. 1o be submitted along with All other details can be seen in the bidding document which is available in website
57 | Budh Vihar | DL-BSCH-2B81 11060 10720 MICYCLE i affer. Only documents uploaded on pmgsytendersjhr.gov.in as per schedule mentioned above. Engineer-in- Chief
: IREPS along with offer by the contractor Rural Works Department- Cum-
98 | Budh\ihar |DL-85AH-1388 - - MICYCLE TVS VICTOR will be considersd for finalization of tender PR 378992 Rural Work Department(26-27)#D ISRRDA, Ranchi
99 | Budh Vihar | DL-58Z-D956 24139 53368 MICYCLE XCD Fgﬂ E; ﬂglj;m;*h Eh';:m;:*j;s'rwig;:ﬂfl?
TN RS T e — — ) 's OMffice, Wast Ce ailway, pal =
100 | Budh Vihar | DL-11SC-5188 | 29272 29118 M/CYCLE : Ner Ranl Kambapati Raibway Stiton. 2
101 [ Budh Vihar | DL-85SAU-5396 48504 45361 M/CYCLE PULSAR Any Food Related Compiaint, Please
102 | Budh Vihar | DL-TSAG-4581 24686 03123 MCYCLE STAR-CITY Call Toll Fres Helpline 1800111321
103 | Budh Vihar DL-11G-5574 4900 12418 SCOOTY ACCESS
104 | Budh Vihar | DL-B83AH-7525 43188 44514 SCOOTY TS MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. I GOLD AUCTION NOTICE
105 | Budh VWihar | UP-24A0-5579 86734 57141 MICYCLE SPLENDER . : . : :
106 | Budh Vihar DL-11SE-2719 19135 26277 M/CYCLE PLATINA Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Roiga'I;f;;uxgﬁzgéapztgrgﬂ,zl;erala, India - 695001. CIN : U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph:
UL Budhy Vifar i L Viels i il LILE Pty e Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that gold ornaments pledged with unt;er mentionc;,d branches of the company for the period upto 30.06.2025 & All other 6
108 Budh Vihar DL-4SBT-8602 8718 54560 MICYCLE PLATINA months tenure gold loans up to 30.09.2025 and EMI gold loans due up to 31.03.2026.Also those gold loans where interest is due and not paid up to 31 .03.202.6 a.re also included in
109 | Budh Vihar OL-45BF-T259 28936 40891 SCO0TY AVIATOR this auction. Which were overdue for redemption and which have not been redeemed so for in spite of repeated notices will be auctioned on 08.06.2026 from 10 am onwards.
. GHAZIABAD DISTRICT - GHAZIABAD: 1035000036, 1035000857, 1035000859, 1035000981, 1035000982, 1035001018, 1035001022, 1035001027, 1035001028, 1035001085,
110 | Budh Vihar | DL-8SAN-4095 | 19572 42093 MICYCLE PASSION PRO 1035001091, 1035001132, 1035001160, 1035001168, 1035001173, 1035001177, 1035001200, 1035001204, 1035001213, 1035001229, 1035001274, 1035001277, 1035001278,
111 | Budh Vihar | DL-115A-9453 500 3718 M/CYCLE SPLENDER 1035001295, 1035001321, 1035001368, 1035001408, 1035001424, 1035001434, 1035001494, 1035001505, 1035001535, 1035001563, 1035001569, 1035001573, 1035001579,
” 1035001585, 1035001595, 1035001596, 1035001641, 1035001658, 1035001659, 1035001662, 1035001669, 1035001682, 1035001683, 1035001685, 1035001690, 1035001691,
112 | BudhMihar | DL-115Q-3748 | 27044 68057 SCOOTY AGITOR 1035001713, 1035001722, 1035001723, 1035001739, 1035001763, 1035001766, 1035001796, 1035001858, 1035002164, 1035002208, 1035002227, 1035002239, 1035002289,
113 | Budh Vihar DL-6SY-B008 §3195 53305 SCOOTY HONDA 1035002345, 1035002361, 1035002373, 1035002428, 1035002432, 1035002437, 1035002488, 1035002503, 1035002527, 1035002684, 1035002728, 1035002754. GHAZIABAD-
; VIJAY NAGAR: 1571001333, 1571001390, 1571001491, 1571001580, 1571001595, 1571001597, 1571001600, 1571001627, 1571001657, 1571001661, 1571001663,
114 | Budh Vihar | DL-BSAH-7706 41317 41926 MICYCLE APPACHE 1571001666, 1571001709, 1571001724, 1571001730, 1571001751, 1571001809, 1571001814, 1571001827, 1571001900, 1571001908, 1571001987, 1571002001, 1571002049,
115 | Budh Vihar | DL-145C-4158 21589 21678 SCOOTY ACTIVA 1571002083, 1571002101, 1571002102, 1571002103, 1571002161, 1571002166, 1571002168, 1571002198, 1571002203, 1571002209, 1571002215, 1571002263, 1571002277,
. 9 1571002282, 1571002284, 1571002287, 1571002308, 1571002315, 1571002316, 1571002320, 1571002327, 1571002332, 1571002345, 1571002350, 1571002360, 1571002364,
116 | Budh Vihar | DL-115A-7981 42266 1746 M/CYCLE PASSION PRO 1571002365, 1571002396, 1571002397, 1571002415, 1571002435, 1571002445, 1571002449, 1571002481, 1571002536, 1571002836, 1571002910, 1571003460, 1571003657.
117 | Budh Mihar | DL-11SH-9441 | 74396 74386 SCOOTY ACTIVA KHORA GHAZIABAD: 4539000011, 4539000051, 4539000123. LAJPAT NAGAR-GHAZIABAD: 1572001032, 1572001076, 1572001082, 1572001131, 1572001144, 1572001178,
"""""""""""""""""""""""" T aaaa | g TS T 1572001211, 1572001219, 1572001249, 1572001252, 1572001265, 1572001294, 1572001295, 1572001347, 1572001365, 1572001368, 1572001370, 1572001383, 1572001405,
(118 | Budh Vihar | DL-10SV-2754 | 82854 | 8328 SCOOTY ACTIVA____ 1572001426, 1572001434, 1572001444, 1572001456, 1572001497, 1572001513, 1572001555, 1572001559, 1572001585, 1572001587, 1572001613, 1572001705, 1572001715,
119 | Budh Vihar | DL-11SK-1766 6993 7483 M/CYCLE PASSION PRO 1572001720, 1572001744, 1572001752, 1572001768, 1572001791, 1572001815, 1572001840, 1572001849, 1572001855, 1572001896, 1572001904, 1572001907, 15720019089,
120 | South Rohini | DL13SR3780 2 SCOOTY HONDA Hends Magétro Red 1572001916, 1572001917, 1572001980, 1572002376, 1572002410, 1572002450, 1572002486, 1572002526, 1572002565, 1572002569, 1572002570, 1572002614, 1572002744,
. 1572002754, 1572002755, 1572002798, 1572003109, 8000051572. LAL KUAN GHAZIABAD: 4176000721, 4176000833, 4176000944, 4176000963, 4176000966, 4176000969,
121 | South Rohini | DLBSBM3122 = MICYCLE ROYAL ENFIELD Bullet Black 4176000987, 4176000988, 4176001418. LONI GHAZIABAD: 4500000094, 4500000153, 4500000162, 4500000187, 4500000190, 4500000191, 4500000196, 4500000197,
122 | South Rohini | RJ14HCD322 = SCOOTY HONDA Honda Activa YWhile 4500000209, 4500000213, 4500000231, 4500000232, 4500000234, 4500000256. MODINAGAR-GHAZIABAD: 4558000031, 4558000034. MURAD NAGAR-GHAZIABAD:
- . 4261000704, 4261000744, 4261000752, 4261000816, 4261000817, 4261000947, 4261001004, 4261001095, 4261001148, 4261001164, 4261001169, 4261001173, 4261001481,
123 [ South Rahini DLESAL1348 - MICYCLE VS TVS Sporl Red-Black 4261001532, 4261001576, 4261001807, 4261001835. NEHRU NAGAR-GHAZIABAD: 1768002219, 1768002224, 1768002229, 1768002244, 1768002281, 1768002294,
124 | South Rohini | DL4ASCZ7304 : M/CYCLE YAMAHA Yamaha R-15 1768002321, 1768002330, 1768002349, 1768002364, 1768002375, 1768002384, 1768002398, 1768002405, 1768002410, 1768002426, 1768002428, 1768002470, 1768002484,
1768002487, 1768002489, 1768002503, 1768002509, 1768002521, 1768002533, 1768002550, 1768002553, 1768002558, 1768002560, 1768002564, 1768002568, 1768002572,
125 | South Rohini | DL3SCK7647 - MICYCLE VS TVS Apache White-Red 1768002612, 1768002627, 1768002637, 1768002639, 1768002649, 1768002652, 1768003016, 1768003022, 1768003037, 1768003137, 1768003151. RAJ NAGAR-
126 | South Rohini | DLASBMOGSR ! SCOOTY HONDA Aviator Black GHAZIABAD: 1757000732, 1757000756, 1757000780, 1757000856, 1757000910, 1757000942, 1757000960, 1757000995, 1757001002, 1757001078, 1757001086, 1757001115,
: _ 1757001118, 1757001128, 1757001183, 1757001281, 1757001339, 1757001415, 1757001503, 1757001506, 1757001508, 1757001544, 1757001604. SANJAY NAGAR SEC 23 -
127 | South Rohini | UP14BD3054 = SCOOTY YAMAHA Vespa Fascino Yellow GHAZIABAD: 4562000012. SHALIMAR GARDEN-GHAZIABAD: 1734000991, 1734001067, 1734001116, 1734001162, 1734001177, 1734001185, 1734001192, 1734001246,
128 | South Rohini DL1SU1580 - SCOOTY VS TWS Jupiter Dark-Gray 1734001253, 1734001271, 1734001277, 1734001280, 1734001285, 1734001289, 1734001313, 1734001316, 1734001322, 1734001325, 1734001335, 1734001344, 1734001350,
e 3 1734001358, 1734001362, 1734001400, 1734001440, 1734001476, 1734001491, 1734001506, 1734001535, 1734001538, 1734001551, 1734001611, 1734001627, 1734001639,
129 | South Rohini | DL4SDC7316 : MICYCLE YAMAHA Yamaha FZ Green-Black 1734001645, 1734001658, 1734001703, 1734001713, 1734001721, 1734001759, 1734001920, 1734002082, 1734002090, 1734002101, 1734002225, 1734002261, 1734002411,
130 | South Rohini DL2SF4071 SCOOTY HOMNDA Honda Activa Black 1734002430, 1734002549, 1734002553, 1734002559, 1734002582, 1734002592, 1734002745, 1734002759, 1734002763, 1734002779, 1734002836, 1734002853, 8000021734.
SHASTRI NAGAR-GHAZIABAD: 1853001960, 1853001970, 1853001971, 1853001987, 1853001996, 1853001997, 1853001999, 1853002001, 1853002008, 1853002018,
131 | South Rohini_| DL758K3373 = MICYCLE HERG Hera Bplentor Black 1853002036, 1853002051, 1853002054, 1853002114, 1853002119, 1853002127, 1853002161, 1853002163, 1853002171, 1853002182, 1853002204, 1853002207, 1853002216,
132 | South Rohini | DL11EA4367 = SCOOTY SUZUKI Suzuki Swish 1853002234, 1853002273, 1853002290, 1853002314, 1853002330, 1853002384, 1853002398, 1853002401, 1853002434, 1853002446, 1853002447, 1853002448, 1853002484,
: : 1853002492, 1853002504, 1853002527, 1853002529, 1853002530, 1853002538, 1853002543, 1853002546, 1853002556, 1853002573, 1853003037, 1853003042, 1853003092,
Tosk:| SOU H':'m_n! Sl i il = ALY TAMAHA ray £h 1853003120, 1853003123, 1853003135, 1853003177, 1853003266, 1853003323, 1853003341. VAISHALI-GHAZIABAD: 1808001976, 1808001998, 1808002016, 1808002053,
134 | South Rohini | UP16AS3365 = SCOOTY HONDA Aviator Black 1808002057, 1808002107, 1808002151, 1808002154, 1808002156, 1808002162, 1808002279, 1808002314, 1808002322, 1808002339, 1808002372, 1808002380.
135 | South Rohini DLASCUITET SCOOTY HONDA Honda Maestro Black Auction will be conducted at respective branches. please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to any reasons, the same will be conducted
on 18.06.2026 at 10.00 am onwards at GHAZIABAD DISTRICT - SHALIMAR GARDEN-GHAZIABAD: GROUND FLOOR, MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD , SB-42 GROUND
Sdi- FLOOR EXTN-II, SHALIMAR GARDEN SAHIBABAD, NEARSM WORLD MALL , GHAZIABAD, UTTAR PRADESH , 201005 .The bidders are requested to produce photo id
Addl. D.'l"- Commissioner of Police-Il, card ,Pan card .The successful bidder should transfer the money through RTGS.
DP/9875/RD/2026 Rohini District, Delhi il e
epdper.inalianexpress.com
| . | L | . | L ] . | L | e |




THE INDIAN EXPRESS

CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

TUESDAY, MAY 5,2026 27

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, SAMIKSHI YADAYV, D/O SUNIL
YADAV, R/0- H.NO. 69, SECTOR-
122, PARTHALA, KHANJARPUR,
NOIDA, G. B.NAGAR,U.P. have
changed my name to
SAMIKSHA YADAV.

0040852541-7

I, S Kumar Singh/Skumar
Singh,S/0-Saradar Singh,R/0-
Gopal Pura,Shamshabad,
Agra,U.P-283125,have changed
my name from S Kumar
Singh/Skumar Singh to
Skumar,for all future purposes.

0040852560-11

I, Rathi Devi W/o ChunniLal R/o
A/348, Manglapuri Phase-2
Palam colony New Delhi-
110045 have changed my name
to Ratni Devi for all future
purposes

0071033396-1

I, Prafull Kumar Tyagi S/0, Ram
Kumar Tyagi R/o Flat- 1001,
Tower 1, Ats Rhapsody, Greater
Noida, Bishrakh, Dist: Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttrar Pradesh
have changed my name to
Prafull Kumar for all purposes

0040852494-1

I, Parmila Solanki W/o No.
3196505H Rank Ex SEP Vijay
Solanki R/0 WZ-148, Vijay Kunj,
Chhotiyal Mohalla, Near
Masjid, Palam, Delhi- 110045
That both date of birth
02/02/1982 and 02/02/1983
pertaintoone and the same
person. My Actual date of birth
02/02/1983 vide affidavit date
29-4-26 before Delhi.

0071033467-1

I, PUSHPA KUMARI W/0O
BAIJNATH PANDEY R/O H.NO-
4060, TOWER-4A, GH7
APRATMENT, CROSSING
REPUBLIK, GHAZAIBAD, UTTAR
PRADESH-201016, have
changed my name from
Pushpa Pandey to Pushpa
Kumari for all future Purposes.

0071033424-1

I, PRESANNA Sw/0 K
Madhusoodanan, 20-L, FF, Pkt-
2, Kondali, Gharoli, Mayur
Vihar-3, Delhi-96 have changed
my name to PRESANNA.

0071033490-1

I, Niraj Kumar, S/o Ram Saroop,
R/o0 RZ-85,Sudan Garden, Old
Roshan Pura, Najafgarh, New
Delhi- 110043, have changed
my name to Neeraj Kumar, for
all purposes.

0040852505-1

I, Naseem Fatima W/0, Mohd
Yunus R/0 3222, Kucha Tara
Chand Darya Ganj Delhi-110002
have changed my name to
Nasrin Fatma for all purposes

0040852491-1

I, Mrinal Razdan S/o Ravi
Chander Razdan R/o Flat
No0.704, Vasto Tower, Mahagun
Mascot, Crossing Republik,
Ghaziabad, UP-201016 have
changed my name from Mrinal
Razdan to Mrinal Dev Razdan
for all future purposes.

0040852486-1

I, Mangal Shivhare S/o Prayag
Narayan R/0-4/76, Indra Kunj,
Baluganj, Agra have changed
my name to Mangal Sen Gupta.

0071033404-1

I, MOHD ISHAN S/o0 Shamim
Ahmad, G-497, GaliNo-12,
Jaitpur Extn. Part-2, Badarpur,
Delhi-44 have changed my
name to MOHAMMAD ISHAN.

0071033486-1

I, MOHAMMED NAZIM S/0 Nabi
Rasul, RZ A-80-B, Pul Pahlad
Pur, Badarpur, Delhi-44 have
changed my name to MOHD
NAZIM.

0071033482-1

I, Jalaj Agrawal S/0 Radhe
Shyam Agrawal R/0 Q-1701,
Homes 121, Sector-121, Noida,
G.BNagar U.P.-201301 Have
change my name Jalaj Agarwal
to Jalaj Agrawal for all future
purposes.

0071033426-1

I, Ishaan S/o Ajay Chaudhary,
R/0 146-A, Punjabi Mohalla,
Zamrudpur, GK-I, New Delhi-
110048 have changed my name
fromIshaantolshaan
Chaudhary for all purposes.

0040852528-1

I, Bhawna Malhotra W/o Pulkit
Singhal R/0 F-208, UGF,
Mansarover Garden, Delhi-
110015 have changed my name
to Bhawna Singhal for all
purposes.

0040852563-5

I, Gaurav S/o Maheshwar Singh
R/o0 D-145, Gali no-3D Block 4th
Floor, Chhattarpur, Rajpur
khurd South Delhi-110068 have
changed my name to Gaurav
Singh for all future purposes.

0071033451-1

I, Deva Shish S/o0 Mirinal Kant
Biwas R/0 32 B, Pocket B, 1st
Floor, Gangotri Enclave,
Alaknanda, Kalkaji, Delhi-
110019, | have changed the
name of my minor son Riaan
Biswas Alias Riaan Biswas
Daersh to Daersh Biswas aged
6 years. 0071033455-1

I, DHARMENDER S/0 Zile Singh
R/0- 27, Sultan Pur Mazra,
Delhi-110086 have changed my
name to Dharmender Shokeen,
Dharmender and Dharmender
Shokeen are one and same
person.

0071033434-1

I, Chirdeep bhatia W/o
Sarwadeep BhatiaR/0 3012,
Tower 3, Ats Pristine, Sector 150
Noida, Knowledge Park-I,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201310, have changed
my name to Chirdeep kaur
bhatia. 0071033414-1

I, Anita Sengar W/o Tara Singh
R/o0 K-15 Delta 2 Greater Noida
have changed my name to
Anita Tomar for all purposes.

0040852496-1

I, ASMA D/O-Kamaljit R/O
247,DDA-Janta-Flat, Group-
2,Pocket-C, Hastsal,Uttam-
Nagar, New Delhi-110059, have
changed my name ANURADHA

0040852562-1

| Tanu Bagai Bhattacharya W/0,
RangarajBhattacharyaR/0 2
Sultanpur Estate Mandi Road
Mehrauli New Delhi 110030
have changed my name to
Tanu Bagai.

0040852498-1

I Choti Kumari D/o Sanjay Singh
R/o Village Tilkapur, Post
Ghordiha Thana Kargahar,
Rohtas, Bihar - 821107, have
changed my name to Priti
Kumari

0071033391-1

We, Sakshi Sachdeva and Ayush
Khanna, declare that our
daughter,bornon 27 April 2026,
R/OFlatNo.171,Seemant
Vihar, Sector-14, Kaushambi,
Ghaziabad (U.P.) - 201010,
earlier named Ruvya Khanna,
is now named Tashvi Khanna
w.e.f.4 May 2026.

0040852490-1

Priyanka Shrivastava W/o
Mrinal Razdan R/o Flat No.704,
Vasto Tower, Mahagun Mascot,
Crossing Republik, Ghaziabad,
UP-201016 have changed my
name from Priyanka
Shrivastavato Privankka
Shrivastava for all future
purposes.

0040852486-2

Itis for general information that
I,Sapna Chadha,D/o-Joginder
Singh,R/0-D/1/3,Krishna
Nagar,East Delhi-
110051,declare that name of
my father has been wrongly-
written as Joginder Singh
Chadhain my Pan-
No.BMEPCO511M.The actual
name of my fatheris Joginder
Singh.which may be amended
accordingly.

0040852544-9

I,YASHU,S/O- RAMESHWAR
AGGARWAL,R/0-2044, AIR
FORCE-ROAD, JAWAHAR-
COLONY, SECTOR-22,
FARIDABAD, HARYANA-
121005,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO YASHU
AGGARWAL,FOR ALL PURPOSES

0040852562-8

I,Vikash Kumar Dudheria S/o-
Vijay Singh Dhudheria
(Jain)R/0,A-17,Flat-No.G-
1,Rampuri, Chander-Nagar,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201011,have
changed my-name to Vikash
Dhudheria.

0040852563-1

I, SANA W/0 MOHD SUHEL
ANSARIR/0 2228 NAYA
MOHALLA GALI QASIM JAN
BALLIMARAN DELHI 110006
HAVE CHANGE MY NAME TO
SANA BEGUM PERMANENTLY
AS PERMY DOCUMENTS.

0071033395-1

LLVidhi Datta,D/o Lalit Kumar
Datta,R/0,RZ-338, Gali-no.-
11,Kailash Puri Extension, New
Delhi-110045,have changed my
name to VIDHI for all
purposes,vide-affidavit no.IN-
DL02791631973684Y on-May 1,
2026.

0040852563-4

I,Vandazi Nellikkalidan Jothi
Prakash S/o0 K Narayana Menon
R/0 1824, Arun Vihar, Sector-37
Noida(U.P) have changed my
name to Vandaz Nelikaladam
Jothi Prakash for all future
purposes.

0040852530-3

LVIJAY SINGH CHAUHAN, S/O-
VISHAL SINGH CHAUHAN,plot
no-8A, kh.no.424,425,426
Durga-vihar phase-1
Najafgarh,Delhi-110043,change
of name vijay singh,for all
purpose

0040852541-2

ILVAIBHAV GOEL,S/0
SH.BRAHAM PRAKASH R/O-
H.NO,T-48 MASTER COLONY-
NARELA DELHI-110040,inform
that my mother name ROSHANI
AND ROSHNI DEVI,one of the
same-name and same-person.

0040852544-6

I,Shipora Singh,W/0 Skumar,
R/0-Gopal Pura,Shamshabad,
Agra,U.P-283125,have changed
my name,from Shipora Singh
to Shipra Singh,for all future
purposes. 0040852560-10

I,Sarwan Singh S/0-Sh. Pritam
Singh,R/0 Near Lampur
mod,1981/1, Railway
Road,Narela, Delhi-110040,
have changed my name from
Sarwan Singh Padam to
Sarwan Singh.Henceforth, |
shall be known as Sarwan
Singh for all purposes.

0040852561-2

l,Samiksha Sharma alias
Samiksha Devgan,D/o Deepak
Sharma W/o Vikas Devgan, R/o-
236, D-Extn,Gurudwara-Road,
Mohan-Garden, New Delhi-
110059,have changed my name
to Samiksha Devgan.

0040852563-6

I, Shipra Dhawan W/0 Deepak
Verma R/0 106D LIG DDA flats,
Motia Khan, Paharganj, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110055, have
changed my name after
marriage as Shipra Vermaand
shall hereafter be known as
Shipra Verma for all future
purpose 040852493-1

I, VANSHIKA SOLANKI D/O MR.
BIRBAL SOLANKIR/O HOUSE
NO.42,VTC VILLAGE POOTH
KALAN DELHI-110086, do
hereby declare That VANSHIKA
name is mentioned in my
PASSPORT record that correct
nameis VANSHIKA SOLANKI,
that VANSHIKA & VANSHIKA
SOLANKI both are same and
one person for all future
purposes. 0040852492-1

I,Saadiya Maryam,W/o Farhan
Alam,R/0-B-1176,Green Fields-
Colony,Faridabad,have
changed my name Saadiya (as
agivenname) and Maryam (as
surname).

0040852560-3

I,SUPREET SINGH ARORA,S/O
MANJIT SINGH,R/0-323,RAM
NAGAR,OPP.LAXMI NARAYAN
MANDIR, KRISHNA
NAGAR,DELHI-110051,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SUPREET
SINGH,PERMANENTLY.

0040852544-8

I,SUBHASH CHANDER
PHOGAAT,S/O-BALRAM
PHOGAAT,R/O-77-B,
HUMAYUNPUR,DELHI-
110029,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SUBHASH
CHANDER,FOR,ALL PURPOSES.

0040852562-7

I,SARITA PHOGAAT,W/O-
SUBHASH CHANDER R/O-B-
5/16,THIRD
FLOOR,CH.HARSUKH
MARG,SAFDARJUNG
ENCLAVE,DELHI-110029, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
SARITA,FOR ALL,PURPOSES

0040852562-6

I,Rajeev S/o0 ShriKrishan
R/0,H.No.-67,Near Candle
Factory, bakkarwala,West
Delhi-110041,have changed my
name to Rajeev Sehrawat.

0040852562-3

I,RACHNA,W/0- ABHISHEK
JAIN,R/O-M-438 1ST-
FLOOR,RISHI NAGAR,RANI-
BAGH, NORTH WEST-DELHI,
OUTER,DELHI-110034,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
RACHNA JAIN,FOR ALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES.

0040852544-2

I,PREET,W/0-RANSON R/O
HOUSE.NO.11 PRITHVIRAJ
MARKET KHAN-MARKET, NEW
DELHI-110003,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME AND SHALL
HEREAFTER BE KNOWN AS
PREETI SHARWAN.

0040852541-13

I,PRADEEP GUPTA,S/0- HANS
RAJ GUPTA,R/O-82A,SECOND
FLOOR, KAMLA-NAGAR,DELHI-
110007,have changed my name
to PRADEEP KUMAR GUPTA

0040852562-4

I,PARUL,W/0O-DEVESH KUMAR
SINGH,R/0-2C/75 RACHNA
VAISHALI GHAZIABAD,UTTAR
PRADESH-201010.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO PARUL
SINGH,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSE

0040852560-1

I,Susheel Kumar S/O Hem Raj
R/0O Pocket-13/138,3rd
Floor,Sector-20,Rohini, Delhi-
110086,have Changed my name
to Susheel Kumar Negi.

0040852561-1

I,Niyaz Ahamd S/0 Mohd
Haneef R/O Q-24/A, Third-
Floor,Abdul Samad-Road,
Batla-House, Jamia-Nagar,
South-Delhi, Delhi-110025, have
changed my name to Niyaz
Ahmad for all purposes.

0040852563-8

ILNITIN CHOUDHARY,S/0 BABU
SINGH,R/0-B-1076 GROUND-
FLOOR,GREEN FIELD COLONY
FARIDABAD, HARYANA
121010,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO NITIN KUMAR.

0040852541-9

I,Mohd Arif,S/0 Mohammad
Yusuf,R/0 H.No-716,Gali.No-4,
Islam-Nagar Ghaziabad, U.P-
201001,have changed my name
to Mohammad Asif.

0040852541-5

I,Meghna Verma,w/o Nikhil
Singh,R/0-C-197, Millennium-
Apartments, Sector-18,Rohini,
Delhi-110089,have changed my
name to Meghna Singh.

0040852541-6

I,Megha Gupta,W/0 Yash Gupta
R/0-14042,ATS Pristine,Sector-
150 Noida,Gautam-Budha
Nagar,UP-201310,Have
changed my name to Megha
Bhatnagar,for all
future,purposes.

0040852544-4

I,Mamta Pawar,W/0 Deepak
Kumar,R/0-House.N0.459,
Block-G, Gaur-Grandeur,
Sector 119,Noida,Gautam-
Budh Nagar,Uttar Pradesh-
201301,Have Changed My
Name to Mamta,for All,Future
Purposes.

0040852562-5

I,MOHD SUHAIL S/O MOHD
SALEEM R/0 2228 NAYA
MOHALLA GALI QASIM JAN
BALLIMARAN DELHI 110006
HAVE CHANGE MY NAME TO
MOHD SUHEL ANSARI
PERMANENTLY AS PER MY
DOCUMENTS.

0071033397-1

I,MOHD HANIF,S/0 ABDUL
REHMAN ANSARI R/0O-H.NO-
12,GALINO5/1,BABU-NAGAR
MUSTAFABAD,DELHI-
110094,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MOHAMMAD HANIF
ANSARI FOR,FUTURE.

0040852541-8

,MOHAMMAD
FAROOQUE/FAROOQUE
MOHD,S/o0-Riyaz Ahmed R/0-
50/2,2nd floor,Shanti
Marg,Cenrtal-Public School,
Mandawali,Fazalpur, Delhi-
110032,have changed my name
to MOHD FAROOQUE SHAIKH,
permanently.

0040852541-1

I, USHA MURTHY M/OM
SAIRAM, R/0 G-532, ALPHA-2,
GREATER NOIDADISTT-G.B
NAGAR UP have changed my
name from USHA MURTHY to
USHA. Henceforth | would be
known by the name of USHA for
all future purposes.

0071033394-1

I,MADHU GIRDHER,W/O RAKESH
KUMAR GIRDHER,RESIDENT,8-
L,MODEL
TOWN,ROHTAK,HARYANA
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
MADHU BALA.

0040852560-4

I,Dig Pal Singh Solanki,S/o0-Man
Singh,R/0-9, Maruti-Vatika
Ext.Awadhpuri, Shahganj,
Agra,U P-282010,have changed
my name,from Dig Pal Singh
Solanki to Dig Pal Singh,for all
future purposes.

0040852560-9

I,LKRISHAN NANDAN GORI,S/0O-
DUKHA GONI R/O-
X/3505,GALI.NO.3 RAGHUBAR
PURA.NO-2 GANDHI-
NAGAR,EAST DELHI-
110031,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO KRISHNA NANDAN
GONI

0040852562-2

l,iInder Mohan,S/o0 Birender
Singh,R/0-WZ-68,T/F,Madan-
Park,East Punjabi-Bagh,Delhi-
110026,have changed my name
to Inder Mohan Anand.

0040852544-1

l,Gagandeep Singh,S/o Fateh
Singh,R/0-G-21/2,2ndFloor,
Block-G, Rajouri Garden,New
Delhi-110027,have changed my
name to Gagandeep Singh
Ahuja

0040852541-11

I,Farhan Alam,S/o0 Mansoor
Alam,R/0-B1176,Green-Fields
Colony,Faridabad,have
changed my name Farhan (as a
given name) and Alam (as
surname)

0040852560-2

I,Devyani Lamba W/o Sharad
Singh Malik R/0 T-22/605, Lotus
Boulevard, Sector-100,
Noida(U.P) have changed my
name to Devyani Malik for all
future purposes.

0040852530-1

I, Yasmin Baig D/o Mohd
Khushhal Khan, R/0 B-11, 8089,
Vasant Kunj, New Delhi, hereby
declare thatl have changed my
name to Yasmin Khan for all
future purposes.

0040852524-1

I, Vijay Kumar S/o Kishori Lal
Dheer, R/0 B-198, Surya Nagar,
NCR Ghaziabad-201011, U.P,
have changed my name from
Vijay Kumar to Vijay Kumar
Dheer for all future purposes.

0040852512-1

I, Sweta Agrawal W/0 Jalaj
Agrawal R/0 Q-1701,Homes
121, Sector-121, Noida, G.B
Nagar U.P.-201301 Have Change
My Name Sweta Agarwal To
Sweta Agrawal For All Future
Purposes

0071033456-1

I, Upma Shivhare W/o Mangal
Sen Gupta R/0-4/76, Indra Kunj,
Baluganj, Agra have changed
my name to Upma Gupta.

0071033398-1

I, Sandeep,S/0O-Shree
Rakesh,R/0-49,gali.no-3 rashid
markit-balmiki basti krishna-
nagar east Delhi-110051, have
changed my name to Harveer

0040852560-6

I, SHAMEEM AHMAD s/o SHARIF
AHMAD, G-497, Gali No-12,
Jaitpur Extn, Part-2, Badarppur,
Delhi-44 have changed my
nameto SHAMIM AHMAD.

0071033492-1

I, SATWANT KAUR W/O PRINCE
GUPTA R/0 4298/6, 1st FLOOR,
LEFT PORTION, JAI MATA
MARKET, TRINAGAR, DELHI-
110035 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SIMRAN KAUR AFTER

PUBLIC NOTICE

The general public is hereby informed that
my client, Mrs. Raj Bala (67 years old),
wife of Late Sh. Raj Kumar, resident of H.
No. A-297, Near Shadi Pur Depot, Pandav
Nagar, Patel Nagar, S.O. Central Delhi-
110008, has severed all relations with her
son, Mr. Gaurav Kumar.

This action has been taken on account of his
persistent misconduct, neglect, and failure
to maintain and take care of my client
despite being her son. His behaviour has
caused mental harassment and distress to
my client, compelling her to take this step.
Accordingly, my client has disowned and
debarred the said Mr. Gaurav Kumar from
all her movable and immovable properties.
He shall have no right, title, interest, or
claim whatsoever in any of her present or
future assets.

It is further notified that any person dealing
with the above-named Mr. Gaurav Kumar
shall do so at their own risk and
responsibility, and my client shall not be
liable or responsible for any of his acts,
deeds, liabilities, or transactions of any
nature.

Sd/-
ARSHDEEP SINGH BHATTI
Advocate
Enrl. No. D-8577/2024
E-45, Amar Plaza Basement,
Hasanpur L.P. Extnsion,
Main Road, Delhi-1100092

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified to the public at large
that my clients Mr. Rajesh Sachdeva, S/o
Late Shri Shyam Lal Sachdeva, and
Mrs. Vinita Sachdeva, W/o Mr. Rajesh
Sachdeva, Both R/o. D-8, Baba Banda
Bahadur Apartments, Sector 14, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 has disown their Son namely
Mr. Kabir Sachdeva, Son of Mr. Rajesh
Sachdeva, Both R/o. D-8, Baba Banda
Bahadur Apartments, Sector 14, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 from their life and properties
and business (both movable and
immovable) at Delhi and outside Delhi and
severe all their relations with him due to his

intolerable and misbehaving nature and bad

habits. My clients or any one from their

family will not be responsible for any act,

deed and things whatever done by them
with any body from today.

Sd/-

Darshan Paliwal

Advocate

Ch. No T-43, Tehsil Lane,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client, Mr. Natwar Aggarwal,
owner of Flat No. 804, 8th Floor,
Royal Presidency CGHS, Sector-
45, Gurgaon, has lost the original
Conveyance Deed (Doc. No. 899

PUBLIC NOTICE

Known to all public at large that my
client ACHHE LAL S/o. SWAMI
NATH and his family including wife
USHA R/o. C-139, Camp No. 4, Jwala
Puri, Sundar Vihar, Delhi 110087, have
severed all their relations, connections,
and dealings with their son, namely
SUNIL KUMAR having AADHAR
NO. 559283317013. due to his acts,
conduct, and behavior, which are
against the dignity of family.
That my client have no concern
whatsoever with any of the actions,
deeds, transactions, or liabilities
including civil and/or criminal cases
either pending in the court of law or any
authority. For any acts and deeds
SUNIL KUMAR, shall be solely
responsibility, and I or my family
members shall not be held liable in any
manner.
Sd/-
Binod Kumar Agrawal
Advocate
Ch. No. A-15, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client, Sunil Anthony Kala through
SPA Holder Sudhir Kumar Bhatt, is the

owner of Flat No. A-8, Mandakini
Apartment, Garhwal CGHS Limited,
Pitampura, New Delhi, by virtue of
Certificate of Possession dated 15.05.1987
and Share Certificate dated 10.12.2018,
both issued by Garhwal Co-operative
Group Housing Society in favour of Devi
Prasad Kala (Share Certificate duly
endorsed in favour of Sunil Kala and
Praveen Kala on 13.01.2019). The original
Certificate of Possession (LR No.
741551/2023 dated 06.08.2023) and Share
Certificate (LR No. 2737979/2018 dated
08.12.2018) have been misplaced/lost.
Anyone finding or holding the same is
requested to return them to the undersigned.
Any person having any claim/objection
regarding the above property must notify in
writing within 15 days of publication of this
notice, failing which no claim shall be
entertained.
Sd/-
Vipransh Law and Associates
Nisha Sharma
Advocate
Mob.: 9990202811
Email: -
Vipranshlawandassociates @ gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Under instructions of my clend Mr.
Jasmeat Singh Sawhney, notice 5
nersdy given ihat the crgingl chain of
[fe pocuments of progery No. B-104.
Firs{ Floor (without rool rights)
Fateh Magar, Mew Dalhi - 110048

Singh and Mr, Karanprest Singh
hawn bosn lostimisplaced. FIR No.
LTATETA026 daled (2052026 Fas
been lodged & £S5 Han Magar, West
Dliggnict f. Lost Document: Saie
Deed daled 20952024, Regn. Mo
ATHEE4336, Book |, Vol 11588,
RF. 85-102, Sub-Regisrar Offica, West
Janiakpun, Mew Celhl. §is declaned that
no martgagaichanns lenlanoamiane
o Bind-perty infarest has been crapted
an lhe bagis ol e sl documenis
Pauble is chulioned mod 1o deal wilh ke
s documenis Il found, Ay person
having any clam musl inform The
undersigresd within 15 days wilh proct
fadling which no claim shad be
anfariaaied and coplicataicarified
copies shall be ciained.
DI¥A TANEJA, ADVOCATE
(End. mo. U SA001 3

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THE PUBLIC AT
LARGE THAT MY CLIENT SH. SUNIL SARIN, S/O
LATE SH. YASHPAL SARIN, C/O M/S YASH
VALVES PVT. LTD., 2838, GALI PEEPAL
MAHADEV, HAUZ QUAZI, DELHI-110006, BEING
THE TENENT OF LATE SH. ROSHAN LAL GUPTA

SINCE 1972 IN PROPERTY BEARING NO. 2838 AT
THE GROUND FLOOR COMMONLY KNOWN AS
GUPTA MARKET. NOW MY CLIENT SH. SUNIL
SARIN BECOMES THE EXCLUSIVE TENANT OF
SH. SANJAY GUPTA S/O LATE SH. ROSHAN LAL
GUPTA AFTER HIS DEMISE AND SINCE THE
DEVISION OF THE AFORESAID PROPERTY
BETWEEN SH. SANJAY GUPTA AND SH. VIPIN
GUPTA, NEPHEW OF MY LANDLORD BY
VIRTUE OF A REGISTERED PARTITION DEED
DATED I5TH DAY OF JANUARY 2018.
THAT MY CLIENT HAS BEEN CONSTENTLY
THREATENED BY SH. VIPIN GUPTA THE
COUSIN OF MY LANDLORD AND HE EVEN MAN
HANDLED MY CLIENT AND CREATED A
RUCKUS OVER THE ERECTION OF AN
UNAUTHORISED WALL IN THE COMMON
PASSAGE LIE. A WAY OF ACCESS TO THE SHOP
OF MY CLIENT WHICH BEING ILLIGAL AND
UNLAWFUL.
ANY PERSON INCLUDING SH. VIPIN GUPTA
HAVING ANY KIND OF RIGHT, INTEREST AND
CLAIM OR INTENDING TO ERRECT THE WALL
OVER THERE, MAY CONTACT THE UNDERSIGN
OR MY AFFORSAID CLIENT WITHIN 15 DAYS
FROM THE DATE OF PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE.
Sd/-
Mukesh Goyal
Advocate
Ch. No. V-28, Near SBI,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PROGLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

I,Mukesh Garg S/o Satish
Prakash,R/0 TP-75, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034, have changed
my-name to Mukesh Kumar
Gupta.

0040852563-3

I,DHEERAJ SINGH,S/0O
SH.BALJORSINGH R/O HNO-J-
52,FIRST-FLOOR, GALI.NO-2,J-
BLOCK, EAST-VINOD-NAGAR,
DELHI-110091,HAVE CHANGED
MY SON NAME SAWAN TO
SAWAN NAIN,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSE.

0040852544-7

I,Babita,W/o0 Mukesh
Kumar,R/o Flat.No-37A, Block-
FG-1,Vikas-Puri, Delhi-
110018,have changed my name
to Babita Dagur.

0040852544-5

I,Babita Garg,W/o Mukesh
Kumar Gupta R/o TP-75,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034,have
changed my-name to Babita
Gupta.

0040852563-2

I,Ashish Shrivastva S/o0 Anil
Kumar Shrivastava R/o
Flat.No.111, Tower-E, Gardenia
Gateway Society, Sector-75,
Noida(U.P) have changed my
name to Ashish Shrivastava for
all purposes.

0040852530-2

I,Arun Prit Singh Bains,S/0-Ajit
Singh,R/0 P-27/3,Tarapore-
Officer’s Enclave,Vasant-Kunj,
New Delhi-110070,have
changed my name to Arun Prit
Singh,for all future,purposes.

0040852560-8

lLArju W/O-KANTI SAGAR
MIDHA,R/0O-A-63,Plot.no-
7,White-Rose Apartment, Near-
MRV School,Sector
13,Dwarka,DELHI- 110078, have
changed my minor Daughter’s
name from AVISHA TO AVISHA
MIDHA, Permanently.

0040852560-5

ILArju W/O-KANTI SAGAR
MIDHA,R/0O,A-63, Plot.no-
7,White Rose-Apartment, Near-
MRV-School,Sector
13,Dwarka,DELHI- 110078,have
changed my minor Daughter’s
name from AVISHA TO AVISHA
MIDHA,Permanently,for all
Future purpose

0040852541-3

I,Anjoom W/0O Niyaz Ahmad,R/0
Q-24/A, Third-Floor,Abdul
Samad-Road, Batla-House,
Jamia-Nagar, South-Delhi,
Delhi-110025, have changed my
name to ANJUM AFROZ for all
purposes.

0040852563-7

I,Abdul ayan,s/o-Mazid
Khan,r/o-ghaziabad vijai nagar
ghaziabad uttar pradesh-
201009,have changed my name
to Abdul vVahid.

0040852560-7

I,ASHAM,W/0-Raj Kumar
Dhawan R/0-G-1/10-Block-G-
1,Malviya Nagar Delhi-
110017,have changed my
Name,from ASHAM to ASHAM
DHAWAN,permanently

0040852544-3

ILARPITA D/O-RAJU SHARMA,
R/O-E-48/12 JANTA JIVAN CAMP
OKHLA-PHASE-2,NEW DELHI-
110020,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ARPITA SHARMA

0040852541-10

ILANJUL VIJAYBHAI POPAT,S/0.
VIJAY POPAT ,residingat 991,
FirstFloor, Sector 10-A,
Gurugram here by declare that
I have changed my name as
ANJUL POPAT (new name as
per Aadhar Card) for all future
purposes.

0050288776-1

I, Suryakant Yadav S/0O
Chaturtha Nand Yadav R/O RZG
454 ,Raj Nagar Part-2, Palam
Colony, Southwest Delhi 110077
have changed the name of my
minor daughter Akshita aged
10 years and she shall
hereafter be known as Akshita
Yadav.

0071033488-1

dated 09.04.2008). Anyone having
the same is requested to return it to
the undersigned. Any claim/
objection must be made in writing
within 15 days, failing which no
claim shall be entertained.

MARRIAGE.
0071033419-1

I,ANCHAL,W/0 SIDDHANT
CHOUDHARY, R/O-SC-
97,SHASTRI NAGAR,
Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh-

Vipransh Law and Associates

201001,have changed my name N‘Shaf;lszfg
to ANCHAL CHOUDHARY. Mob.: 9990202811,
0040852541-4 Email:

Vipranshlawandassociates @gmail.com

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

Faor & On Behall of Presidenl of India, Dy,
Chial Mechanical Engineer (Caifiaga
Wiorks ), Kharagpur Warkshop, Kharagour,
South Eastern Ralbway mvites E-Tendsar
for the following work: E-Tender Notice
Mo: RefurbishinglCF250-1-R, Dated:
30.04.2026. Name of the Work:
Refurblshing of Railway Coaches
(Corrcaion Repalrof Cosches, Fumishing
activitkas including stripping and kaying of
PYC of ICF coaches during POH, Shig,
Rapalr & Fitmen! of Goach Doars during
FOH, DEsmounting & Transportation (to
and fro mavermnent .. nominated Coeach
to concerned Shop & concamed shop to
nominatad Coach at Aftar dismounting and
agam aller cvarhaullng work compleled
by Rallway) of Buffer assembly and
Siripping, Dismantling and Tranapaortatan
of Draw gear arangament with screw
coupling in ICF coachas and handing over
o coniammed sechons a5 per Delass scope
of work & Speclal Condiilon of Coniract as
attachad). Place of Work: Kharagpur
Waorkshop, South Eastern Raiway, Posi-
KEharagpur, Dist- Paschim Midnapore, Fin-
T215307, Quantity: 250 ICF Coaches
Tender Value: ¥2 0247 025 50 Earnest
Money: ¥ 4,05 000, Contract period; 12
Months from the date of issue of LOA,
Closing Date and Time of Tender: &1

15,Subhash-Nagar, West Delhi- |- o< o0 &t 1900 T, Gost oftander
, " ) " |Horm: Nil, Bidding System; Single Packet
110027.Mobile-No. 9312400478 | 00" I PIiend Sywiets Snd Pacee

0040852563-9 | Tander Type: Opan. Detail Tendar Modica
and Tender Document is avaiable in the
i-Portal websfe hitps:/hwww.ireps.gowvin

{PR-113)

LOST & FOUND

Original Aadhaar-Card, Pan-
Card 10th-Class Marksheet
EWS-Certificate and Property
documents Like GPA Sale
Agreement affidavit receipt
possession-letter, will etc
in,R/0,B-342 Madipur-Colony,
Paschim-Vihar, New Delhi, has
been lost. Finder contact:
NARESH KUMAR S/0 TARA
CHAND, Mobile-No.9968288144.

0040852563-10

I, Smt. Vandana Gogia W/o Shri
Deepak Gogia have lost my
Original Allotment Letter Dated
15.02.1976, Original Possession
Certificate Dated 12.05.1976
and Original Perpetual Lease
Dated 03.02.1977 in respect of
Property N0.230, area
measuring 70 sq. mts. Block-A-
6, Paschim Vihar, Delhi-110063.
Finder may contact at
7428925028.

0040852487-1

My original documents Sale
Deed,GPA and Lease-Deed in
respect of property-No-15/50,
Tihar-No-1,Subhash-
Nagar,New Delhi-110027, has
beenlost. Finder
contact:Kamal Narang,S/o
Sudarshan R/o H.No-46, Block-

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER PWD CIRLCE KOTA

No. 453 Dated 30/4/2026

Short Term NIT No. 02/2026-27
Notice Inviting Bid
Bids for Budget Announcement Year 2024-25 PWD Circle Kota are invited Road Works from
interested bidders upto 6.00 pm, 18.05.2026 other particulars of the bid may be visited on the
procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the Rajasthan and
http://pwd.rajasthan.gov.in website. The approximate value of the procurement is Rs. 330.47
lacs. (1 Works)

UBN No. (PWD2627WSOB01204)
Sd/-
(J.P.Gupta)
Superintending Engineer
P.W,D. Circle Kota

DIPR/C/7773/2026

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Sheikh Shah Alam, S/o: Sheikh Jamshed, Rlo: H.No.
N-38/B-25 T-Huts CD Park Jahangir Puri Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have commitied) the offence in FIR No.
105/2024, U/s: 392/411/34 IPC, PS: Jahangir puri , Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said accused personi{s) Sheikh Shah Alam , cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown lo my satisfaction that
the said accused person{s) Sheikh Shah Alam , has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused person(s) Sheikh Shah Alam , of FIR No. 105/2024,
Ufs: 392/411/34 IPC, PS: Jahangir puri , Delhi is required to
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or
before 05.06.2026.

By Order
Jyoti Nain
i . . T
DPIST1BINWI2026 Judicial Magistrate Fl'ﬁtrt E g?:lﬁgi
{Court Matter) Rohini Court, Delhi

UJVN Limited
/_I/_/ H.C.; “UJJAWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Read, Dehradun-248006

Telephone: 0135-27
JWHL CIN NO. U40101UR2001SGCO25E866, Website © warwujunl.com
RO No. 377 Date extention notice Dated ; 04/05/2026
Due to unavoidable reason the dates of tender invited against e-NIT
Mo, O2/EE(CivilyMT/2026-27 for the work Providing Consultancy
sarvices for obtaining Terms of Reference (TOR) & carrying out
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) studies, preparation of
detailed & comprehensive Environment Management Plan (EMP) &
obtaining Environmental Clearance from MOEFCC, New Delhi in all
respect for Mori-Tiuni HEP (3x32 MW) in district Uttarkashi/Dehradun,
Littarakhand ™ are hareby extended as follows:
Last Date for submission of bid onwebsite: 14-05-2026 upto 17.00 Hrs.
Last date for submission of original documants: 16-05-2026 upto
17.00 Hrs.

Date & time of opening of bid on website | 18-06-2026 upto 11.30 Hrs,

All ather term and condition of the tender shall remain unchanged for
fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal
“hitps.fuktendars. gov.in”

Executive Engineer (Civil),
MoriTiuni,Project Dakpathar

“Avoid wastelul use of Electricity

f%“ BENGALURU METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT CORPORATION

‘.:.h > Central Office: Stores & Purchase Department K.H. Road,
- Shanthinagar, Bengaluru-560 027
No: BMTC/CO/COSP/TENDER/04/2026-27 Date: 04.05.2026
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
B.M.T.C invites tender for procurement of the following Goods & Services
through KPP Portal:

Sl. | Last Date for Bid

No, | TenderNo. Description Submission in KPPP
Short-Term Tender
1 BMTC/2026- | Procurement of ETM Thermal 20.05.2026
27/IND0292 | paper Rolls. at 17:00 hrs
Regular Tender
Selection of transaction Advisor for
2 EIY\;I'SFE?Z(‘)‘%G- Asset Monetization of Several .':1)t4 1360%032

Assets of BMTC.

Corrigendum: The last date & time for submission of following tender
is extended as under.

3 BMTC/2025- | Procurement of Auto Electrical
26/IND0259 | Items at 17:00 hrs

The above mentioned tender detaills can be obtained from
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Further, any addendum/corrigendum in
respect of change in calendar of events, specification, other tender terms
and conditions etc. will be uploaded /published through KPP Portal only.
Note: Interested Bidders need to register in the KPP Portal. For further information
visit BMTC Central Office or Logon to https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- CONTROLLER OF STORES & PURCHASES
(Tender Inviting Authority)

04.06.2026

Form-5
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL, ALLAHABAD
Government of India, Ministry of Finance
{Department of Financial Services)
9/2-A Panna Lal Road, Allahabad (Uttar Pradesh)-211002
SUMMONS FOR FILING REPLY & APPEARANCE
Dated:27.02.2026

(SUMMON TO DEFENDANTS UNDER SECTION 18 (3) OF THE
RECOVERY OF DEBTS DUE TO BANK ANF FINAMCIAL
INSTITUTIONS, ACT 1993, read with sub-rules 12 & 13 of the Debts
Recovery Tribunal (Procedure) Rules, 1983, (AS AMENDED FROM
TIMETOTIME)

IN
ORIGIONAL APPLICATION No. 349 OF, 2025
Bank of Maharashtra wenapplicant Bank
VERSUS

Mr. Mohd. Zahid & anothers ........Defendants

To,

1. Mr. Mohd. Zahid Sfo Mohd. Nausahd resident of Choda Kunwa,
Sarai Sultani, Koil, Aligarh, District-Aligarh{U.P.), Pin-202001.

2. Mrs. Ghosiya Wio Mohd. Zahid, resident of Choda Kunwa, Sarai
Sultani, Koil, Aligarh, District-Aligarh(U.P.}, Pin-202001
pensensnnenne. JEfENdants

In the above noted application. you are required to filed reply in the
Paper Book from in four sets aloeng with documents and affidavits (if
any), personally through your duly authorized agent or legal
practiioner in the Tribunal, after serving copy of the same on the
applicant on his counsel/duly authorized agent after publication of
the summon and thereafter lo appear before the Tribunal on
28.05.2026 at 10.30 A.M., filing which the application shall be heard
and decided in your absence.

-4

Registrar
Debts Recovery Trbunal, Alahabad

FORM NO.14
[See Reguiation 33{2}]
OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY OFFICER - |
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL DELHI (DRT 3)
dth Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001
DEMANDNOTICE

| NOTICE UNDER SECTIONS 25 TO 28 OF THE RECOVERY OF DEBTS &
BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1993 AND RULE 2 OF SECOND SCHEDULE TO THE INCOME
TAX ACT, 1961,

| RCI62/2025 20-04-2026

STATE BANK OF INDIA

Versus

M/S RADIKAL FOODS LTD AND ORS

Ta,

(CD 1) SH.C.P.CHAUDHARY THROUGHLRS

(I} SH. MOHIT CHAUDHARY - SON
| (I} M3. KRITIKACHAUDHARY - DAUGHTER
[ (I} 5H. SHRIDHAR CHAUDHARY - SON
| (IV) 5H. PRATEEK CHAUDHARY
| All above LRs resident of- D-118, SAKET, NEW DELHI-110017
(CD 2) MIS SHREEDHAR ESTATE PVT LTD (D5), M/ RADIKAL FOODS LTD,
RADIKAL HOUSE, 28 COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELHI- 110017
(CD3) WS RADIKAL INTERNATIONAL PVT LTD (D6) RACIKAL HOUSE. 28
COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELHI - 110017
(CD4) WS KUNDAN COMMERCIAL PYT LTD (D7), RADIKAL HOUSE, 28
COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELHI- 110017
(CD3) MIS TRIUMALA VANIJAYA PVT LTD (D), RADIKAL HOUSE, 28
COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELHI- 110017
(CDE) M/'S RADIKAL GLOBAL FOODS (INDIA) PVT LTD (D), EARLIER KNOWN
AS M5 RADICALWARE HOUSING PYTLTD,
RADIKALHOUSE, 28 COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELHI- 110017
(CDT) M5 MINARVA VYAPAR PVT LTD (D10), RADIKAL HOUSE, 2B
COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELHI- 110017
| This is to notify thal as per the Recovery Certificate issued in pursuance of orders
| passad by the Presiding Officer, DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL DELHI (DRT 3}in
| TA/28/2022 an amount of Rs 9666672029 (Rupees Nine Sixty Six Crores Sixty
Six Lakhs Seventy Two Thousands Twenty Nine Only) along with pendenietite
and future interest @ 12% Simple Interest Yearly wef. 090022017 tll realization
and costs of Rs 150000 (Rupees One Lakh Fifty Thousands Only) has become
dueagainst you [Jointly and severally Fully/Limited)
2. You are hereby directed to pay the above sum within 15 days of the receipts of the
notica, failing which the recovary shall be made in accordance with the Hecovery of
Debts Due Lo Banks and Financial Insttubons Act, 1993 and Rules thers under
J. You are hereby ordered to deciare on an afiidavit the particulars of yours assets
| an or before the next date of hearing
| 4, You are heraby ordered i0 appear betore the undersignad on 14.05.2026at 10:30

a.m. far further proceedings.

5. In addition tothe sum aforesaid, you will also be liable fo pay:
| (A} Such inferests as is payable for the perod commencing immeadiately after this
| notceof the cerificate / execution proceedings.
| (b} All costs, chargas and expenses incurmed in respact of the senvice of this notice
| and warrants and other processes and all other proceedings taken for recovering
| the amount due.
| Givan under my hand and the s2al of the Tribunal, on this date: 20.04.2026

Sdi-

Recovery Officer
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL DELHI{DRT 3)

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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INVITATION OF TENDERS THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT SYSTEM

Principal Chisf Materials Manager. Morthern Raiway, Mew Delhi-110001, farand an
Behall of the President of India, irviles e-lenders through e-procurement systam for
the supply of the following iflems:-

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify

its contents. The Indian S. | Tender Briof Description Oty. Closing
.. Mo.| No. Date
Express (P) Limited cannot M.S. FLAT SIZE S0XGMM X 500000
1 L Al 2 . - -

be rleldtrespo?sblefc:rsuch 1 [ DB | e | ERGTH ke | 22.05.2026
contents, nor for any loss or e
damageincurredasaresultof | [|2 |#6251002 | PIG 1RON FOR FOUNDRY PURPLE 283738 | 25,05, 2026
transactions with companies, UEE 1

ctio compay 3. | ovasa0sg | CENTIAN BLUE ENAMEL FINISHING | 154717 | 1 o0 o0
associations or individuals PAINT
advertising in its newspapers a, | 77269020 | RUNNING CONTRACT FOR METAL | 1021000 | o e e
or Publications. We therefore RGC LINERS MOS.
recommend that readers 5 | 77269061 [‘lﬁ’;’g‘l‘;‘ﬁ‘;@ﬂm“ FOR HVN 622530 | og e 2008
make necessary inquiries diit chlisdinl s i
before sending any monies & | p22sona HiGH VOLTAGE FUSE RATING 1258 | 4905 01062026
or entering into any TS Bk et
agreements with advertisers 7. | 12260029A| EARTHING CABLE COMPLETE Noa |08.06.2028

or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

Mote: 1. Vendors may visit the IREPS website i.e. www.ireps.gow.in E E]

far detaits. &, Mo manual offer will be antertained .

Tender Motice Mo.: 09/2026-2027 Dated: 04.05 2026 1482/2026 E
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001. CIN :
U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427.

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard;

"IMPORTANT" P NORTHERN RAILWAY |

Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that gold ornaments pledged with under mentioned branches of the company
for the period upto 30.06.2025 & All other 6 months tenure gold loans up to 30.09.2025 and EMI gold loans due up to 31.03.2026.Also
those gold loans where interest is due and not paid up to 31.03.2026 are also included in this auction. Which were overdue for
redemption and which have not been redeemed so for in spite of repeated notices will be auctioned on 06.06.2026 from 10 am onwards.
Auction Date: 06.06.2026 - MUZAFFARNAGAR DISTRICT - CIVIL LINES MUZAFFARNAGAR: 4276000681, 4276000684,
4276000685, 4276000705, 4276000707, 4276000731, 4276000732, 4276000738, 4276000750, 4276000756, 4276000761,
4276000768, 4276000783, 4276000791, 4276000797, 4276000869, 4276000933, 4276001199, 4276001216, 4276001221,
4276001252, 4276001265, 4276001342. KHATAULI-MUZAFFARNAGAR: 4300000391, 4300000394, 4300000586. Auction Date:
06.06.2026 - SAHARANPUR DISTRICT - DELHI ROAD -SAHARANPUR: 4495000283, 4495000332, 4495000372, 4495000373,
4495000389, 4495000400, 44950004 18. DEOBAND: 4204000672, 4204000718, 4204000719, 4204000725, 4204000744, 4204000746,
4204000818, 4204000823, 4204000825, 4204000834, 4204000863, 4204000874, 4204000875, 4204000879, 4204000883,
4204000887, 4204000903, 4204000920, 4204000944, 4204000995, 4204000997, 4204001017, 4204001022, 4204001023,
4204001030, 4204001036, 4204001067, 4204001103, 4204001128, 4204001144, 4204001151, 4204001167, 4204001174, 4204001175,
4204001206, 4204001218, 4204001253, 4204001513, 4204001550, 4204001592, 4204001609, 4204001617, 4204001659,
4204001666, 4204001677, 4204001693, 4204001718, 4204001724, 4204001737, 4204001823, 4204001960, 4204002064,
4204002069. GANGOH: 4391001997, 4391002008, 4391002018, 4391002023, 4391002043, 4391002053, 4391002084, 4391002086,
4391002087, 4391002088, 4391002102, 4391002136, 4391002153, 4391002154, 4391002159, 4391002185, 4391002210,
4391002235, 4391002242, 4391002250, 4391002308, 4391002339, 4391002343, 4391002374, 4391002407, 4391002422,
4391002430, 4391002433, 4391002434, 4391002436, 4391002444, 4391002447, 4391002488, 4391002490, 4391002495,
4391002516, 4391002522, 4391002523, 4391002537, 4391002538, 4391002545, 4391002580, 4391003335. SAHARANPUR-
DEHRADUN ROAD: 2764000819, 2764000962, 2764000970, 2764000986, 2764001009, 2764001018, 2764001041, 2764001044,
2764001051, 2764001085, 2764001096, 2764001114, 2764001115, 2764001136, 2764001139, 2764001159, 2764001166, 2764001187,
2764001190, 2764001212, 2764001213, 2764001222, 2764001226, 2764001246, 2764001251, 2764001269, 2764001291,
2764001330, 2764001340, 2764001394, 2764001409, 2764001439, 2764001441, 2764001455, 2764001459, 2764001482,
2764001493, 2764001537, 2764001538, 2764001547, 2764001583, 2764001585, 2764001607, 2764001645, 2764001661,
2764001680, 2764001682, 2764001703, 2764001715, 2764001721, 2764001743, 2764001757, 2764001864, 2764001920,
2764002001, 2764002054, 2764002205, 2764002213, 2764002295, 2764002296, 2764002377, 2764002412, 2764002419,
2764002444, 2764002487, 2764002491, 2764002550, 2764002716, 2764002759, 2764002776, 2764002838.

Auction will be conducted at respective branches. please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to
any reasons, the same will be conducted on 17.06.2026 at 10.00 am onwards at SAHARANPUR DISTRICT - SAHARANPUR-
DEHRADUN ROAD: GROUND FLOOR , DOOR NO:2A/2327, DEHRADUN ROAD, SAM INTER COLLEGE, SAHARANPUR,
UTTAR PRADESH -247001 .The bidders are requested to produce photo id card ,Pan card .The successful bidder should
transfer the money through RTGS.

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD
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ACROSS DOWN !
10pposes publicity putin 1Concentrate on the film (5) e
fronts of buildings (7) 2Danny’s car ails badly — he i
5Hehasatryingjob (5) must go there by boat (6,7) E -
8 Deigning to be gracious (13) 3 She puts on other people’s il
9 What one is not well out of? clothes (7) E
(5) 4 There’s very little time to get " F
10 Scoring in many games but support (6) £
not tennis (7) 5 Girl making article in stone (5)
11 They go downhill fastincold 6 Where to find motorists on
weather (6) course? (7,6)
12 Teased — on account of 7 Committed to being
scruffy appearance? (6) betrothed (7) °* MARVIN BY TOM ARMSTRONG
15Wedoturnout afterall —it’s  11Dishonest way to acquire a —
7 Axesand fifles 5 B Ashiphas o ople, | | Lot THAT ONE | GREAT, DECISION HAS
s £ ' |
19 The last job one aims for on first-rate missile (7) DECIDE BETWEEN THINK THIS ONE BEEN MADE. I'LL
aracecourse (9,4) 14 Concedes there are about a ALL THESE 4 IS BETTER THAN SEE YOU AT DINNER
20 She has noright to leave thousand approaches (6) WINDOW § THAT ONE =
scene of Hamlet (5) 16 A stew badly cooked has to N
21 Expert put to death by be thrown away (5) ELJ. v EMFLEE- 5’
direction (7) 18 Located or spotted by ear (5) -\‘\K I
|
SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5979 ACROSS: 1Droop, 8 Operator, 9 Aster, 10 'i )
Educates, 11 Train, 12 Era, 16 Pigeon, 17 Starve, 18 Dip, 23 Adore, 24 Proposal, F 4
25 Comet, 26 Eulogies, 27 Zebra DOWN: 2 Restrain, 3 One-sided, 4 Spider, 5 1 E
Erect, 6 State, 7 Crisp, 12 End, 13 Asp, 14 Handsome, 15 Overhear, 19 Images, E 8
20 Spies, 21 Fools, 22 Doggo -4 E
43 N s
) ) . DIFFICULTYLEVEL1s | (e'@) |
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make INSTRUCTIONS
proper words and move them to the respective circles below. S 6 1 3 8 9 . 1 . 3|7 | 0 2|6 4 | 8
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the gﬁzsgllgee?f Sr%idgilgilt —_— 4 BI6 9 ({o) 26 419/1/813/5!7
answer for the given quip. ()] s rﬁust appear in - - {———y -
Spare me through your ___, do not punish me throughyour____.- 8 each of the nine vertical 2 3 7 1 o Z : 5 7 8|4 B 3 21 Q
Anselm of Canterbury (5,..,7)) O | columns, ineach of the 86 9 8 34/6l1/7/9]8/2/5
==  ninehorizontal rows wu e 1 ' 1
G_'Y!EIR N COMIC,_S i _ ~¢  andineachofthenine 1 | | 4 1 | (=l)) 112|713|8|5|9|6|4
99 @ ® 00 Q | boxes ARE 8/5/9(2/4l6[1]7]3
._ — 2 Z |
CuTis EINT)Y a DIFFICULTY LEVEL = 4 8/5|6 91|17 32
- 6|9(2|5|3|7]4|8|1
@) 713(1]|8|12|4|5(9|6
(7p)
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BHOLA SHANRKAR (11602864), CHANDRA SHEKHAR SINGH (116029534),
UMESH KUMAR (11605605), VIJAYA PARMAR (23183398), ANIRUDDHA ROY (23180324),
PRAGATT SINGH (23181997), AMBRISH PANDEY (23180216), RITESH KUMAR (23182472},
ARPITA CHOUDHARY (23180513), VIKASH KUMAR (23183412), SAURAV SINGH
(23182735), ABHIMANYU KUMAR (23180031), SHWETA TRIPATHI (23182953), MASUM
ANSARI (231815200, MD AHSAN ALAM (23180117), RAJHANS KUMAR (23182322},
CHANDAN KUMAR SHAW (23180760), NAMRATA MAHATO (23181649), ASHUTOSH
CHANDRA GAHLAUT {23180580), RIIJWAL PANDEY (23182450), VIVEK SHARMA
(23183505), AMAN GUPTA (23180207), NAWED ANJUM (23181682), DEEPAK KUMAR
SINGH (23180839). PAVAN CHOUDHARY (23181911), SHAILESH KUMAR YADAV
(23182766, ANIKET DIWEDI (231803 10), LALITAKUMARI(23181395), KIRAN HEMBROM
(23181270), ASHISH KUMAR VERMA (23180566), NAINA NAYAK (23181642), ASHA RAI
(23180543}, DAISY NELEMA TIGGA (23180798), VISHAL KUMAR SINGH (23183475), PUJA
KUMARI (23182183), SUPRIYA MUNDU (23183187), ABHAY SHANKAR THAKUR (231
BO021), ANJALI VIVA MINJ (23180348), SANJEEV KUMAR UPADHYAY (23182652), ROHIT
KUMAR (23182490), NAURANGDEY KUMAR (23151666), MANISHA (23181472), ANLIP
KUMAR (23180443), VAISHALI KUMARI (23183361), KUMAR PRABHAKAR (23181326),
SARITA JERAI (23182685), CHANDRADEO GANIJHU (23180770), AVINASH KISKU {231
80617, DERRICK TIGGA (231 80865), RAVIKUMAR HANSDA (23182412), MUNNA KUMAR
(23181632), PUJIA BHAGAT (23182179), ANUPA PRITY BARA (23180449), JASMINE KER
KETTA (23181127), PUJA KUMARI (23182186), BISHWANATH GAGRAIL (23180731),
RADHIKAKUMARI{23182234)
it ST arfRit W arEn & o Feifea foddr @t v 4 Fitea s 9 softerd s
&9 T UIIU-US1 Ud 3 Fifoa Silieral & W S o | (e wars)

PR.NO.378909 Health Med Edu and Family Welfare(26-27):0 wEHN & 90 wiEa

NORTH BIHAR POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

(Registered Office: VidyutBhawan, Bailey Road, Patna —800021)
A Govt, Of Bihar Undertaking
{Departmentof Planning & Engineering)
CIN:-U40109BR20125GC018920
[Corrigendum/Addendum Notice)
Through e-procurement mode only -www.eproc2. bihar.gow.in)

Expression of Interest with EQI/NIT MNo. 26/PR/NBPDCL/ 2026 and 27/PR/NBPDCL/2026
was invited by Chief Engineer [Planning & Engineering), North Bikar Power Distribution Limited
[NEPDCL) with PR No. 001533 [B&C) 2026-27 for Empanalment of Manufacturers for Supply of
Power and Distribution Transformers in Morth Bihar Power Distribution Company Limited
{MEFDCL) and South Bihar Power Distribution Company Limited {SBPDCL) for all central fstate Govt.
funded schemes and internal procurement for period of 5 Years i5 being amended/modified as

follows:-
EDI/NIT No Farticulars
Empanelment of Manufacturers for Supplyof 3 -Fh 10 MVA, 16 MVA and 20 MVA
33111 &Y Power Transformers im Narth Bihar Power Dwtribution Compary Limited
26/ PR/MBPDCL 202
/PRy & {NBPOCL) and South Bihar Powet Ditribution Company Limited [SBPDCL) for all

centralfstate gowt. funded schemes and internal procurement for a period of 5 years
Empanelment of Manufacturers for Supply of 3Ph 25 KVA; 63 EVA, 100KV, 200 EVS
315 KVA S00 KA, 630 KVA and 11/0.433 KV Distribution Transformers in Morth Bihar

AT/PR/NBPDCL 2026 | Power Distribution Company Lmited (NBPDCL) and South Bihar Power  Destribution

Cornpany Limited (SBPDCL for all central/state govl. funded schemes and internal
procurément for a perlod of 5 years
The Time line for the above EOI is modified as follows:

Submisslon Staet Date:. 25.05.2028, 11:30 Hrs onwands
|

Submissicn Due Date:- [ 15,06 2026, up to 1T:00 H

L R .

Eal apering Date 16.06.2026, up to 17:30HS

Pre-Bid Discusshon
' =  Through email: ?
L -
re-bid Query Submission Type and Date o, i comupto 29.05.206
Pre-bid Discussion Date:- 02.06.2026, 12:30 Hrs
o Corhererce kall $th flear , Vidyut Bhawan-3 ; Batbey Road ,
e . Patna - BO00!

The RFF documents can be downloaded from website waweprocd. bihargawin .

All other terms & conditions will remain unchanged.
PR- 002271 (B & C) 2026-27

Chief Engineer (P&E)

For further detzils please visit : wwww.state. bihar.govin/prdbihar

*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): This is a tricky day. Don't get on
your high horse about something and try to push your
views on a friend, group or organisation. You're a bit fuzzy
about your long-term goals and the road ahead. Tonight:
You’re admired.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Today you might get ob-
sessed and preoccupied with something all day. Guard
against this obsessive behaviour, and don't force your
point of view on others. Tonight: Learn and explore.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Today you can'tletgo of an
idea. You might be focused on subjects that deal with
hidden matters or covert aspects. It's a poor day for finan-
cial decisions, especially about shared property. Tonight:
Check your finances.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Tread carefully when talk-
ing to friends, groups or organisations today. You might be
so excited about anidea, you just won't let go. Someone
might be rolling their eyes. You also might feel confuse. To-
night: Listen and cooperate.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): This is a poor day to defend your
position with a parent, boss or any member of authority, in-
cluding the police. Don't try to force your opinion on some-
one else; it will provoke an argument. Someone will try to
dothis to you. Stay chill. Tonight: Get organised.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Don't get hung up on political,
religious or racial issues today. You might be obsessed
aboutanideaand you can'tletit go. Take a breath and step
backward. Caution, because issues with kids and romantic
partners might be confusing. Tonight: Socialise.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Don't make a big deal about
anything during family discussions today because issues
are vague. Lighten up when talking about wills or shared
property. These are touchy issues. Tonight: Relax.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 -NOV 23): You're the most forceful
signinthe zodiac. Don't come on too strong today talking
to others, which you might be tempted to do because
you're super focused on something. Lighten up! Tonight:
Aninteresting conversation.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): You might be pushy at
work today because you think you have a great idea. Per-
haps animprovement. But others might not agree. Be care-
ful regarding financial decisions; your thinking might be
fuzzy or deluded. Tonight: Check your money.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Parents need to be
understanding when dealing with their kids today. Don't
force anissue, because people can become obsessed
about theirideas and their approach to things today. You
will only end up with egg on your face. Tonight: You win.

Yo

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): Steer clear of arguments
with family members today. You might look foolish. This is
because you're obsessed about anidea, which is not too
skillful. Take a step back so you can see the whole picture.
Listen to what others have to say. Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Avoid arguments with
relatives, neighbours and siblings today. Keep an open
mind and not be obsessed with one idea. It's easy to be pre-
occupied with something today and try to force others to
agree with you. Not good. Tonight: Be friendly.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Thie Deputy Chiel Enginesr ConsL-l, Shivaji bridge, Mortsam Raileay, New Dalhi Tor
and on behalf of the President of India invites open E-Tandear far the Tollcwing work
Tender ciosing date-25,05.2026 at 15.00 hrs. Bidders will b= gble to submil their
ariginal{revised hids up io closing date and tims anky. Manual offers are not allowed
apgainsl this lender and any swth manual offar received shall be ignored. Bidder
shauld vigil the weewireps. gov.in websile for all details including corrigendum el

Mode of Tender : E-Tendar {Single Packet) (Opan Tender)

Tender Notice Mo ; 148-W-Dy, CE-CI-C58 Dabe: 4,05 2026

Full name of work : Maintenance and réncvalion of the office complex of DYCE!
C-HACSE at Shivall Bridge, New Delkd

Approx. cost : Re. 8195421/ [Rs. Scdy ons lacs ninety five thousand four
humdred ninty one only.)

Bid securty (CashiBG) amount © Rs. 123,800 (Rs. One fakh twenty three
_I:l'lt:-us.ﬁn-:j mine hundred only)

Completion parod : 12 [twehe) Monihs

Awailability of tender document on Rly. website : Availsble on IREPS websie
www.ireps.gov.in. Tander detail and cthar instructons are as per NIT available on
aoove merlioned IREFS sile,

Tender availabllity on website : 04.05,2026

Tender closing date @ 25 052026 wpto 15.00 hours

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

1486/2026

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Pushkar @ Kaku, S/lo Sh. Sompal Singh R/o H.No.40/7,
Gali No.07, Swaroop Nagar, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have commitied) the offence in case FIR
No.233/20 u/s 380/411/34 IPC, P.5. Wazirabad, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said accused Pushkar @ Kaku cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Pushkar @ Kaku has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Pushkar

@ Kaku of FIR No.233/20 u/s 380/411/34 IPC, P.S.

Wazirabad, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 09.06.2026.

By Order,

Ms. Sayesha Chadha

Judicial Magistrate First Class-08 (Central)
Room No.272, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DPISTTO/NI2026

JHARIA REHABILITATION AND

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, DHANBAD

e-Procurement Notice

Tender Reference MNo: JREDACIVIL/26-27/02/34 Date: 29,04, 2026
[. | Name of Work

Censtruction of 2 Nos. of
Community Hall at Belgana
___l'th.'nlh::n;I
.:F_'.._"-'.Fl.]T'I-'H.lHi- Cost | Rs. 3,56.98.227.00
| EMD | Rs. 3.57,000.00
| Tender Document Cost ___R;;. 10,000.00
Time of Completion 08 months
Date/Time from which bid | 05.05.2026 at 03:00 PM
1s-available for online
bidding
7. | Last Date/ Tome for on-line | 26.05.2026 at 05:00 PM
submission of bids
8. | Date and Time of Bid
| Opening
9. | Name and Address of
Officer inviting tender

o [1a] o fealra

28052026 at 11:30 AM

T Head of Department (Civil},
JRDA, Dhanbad
Hatia More, Golf Ground Road,
Hirapur, Dhanbad - 826001
Jharkhand, India
Email: infojrda.dbhni@email com
Mote | 1. Only e-tenders will be accepted.
2. Further detals can be seenion website — hitps:/fjharkhandtenders_gov.in
Head of Department (Civil),
PR 378973 Rural Development (26-27) O JRDA, Dhanbad




