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How heat-action plans
are turning into mandates

SCIENCE » PAGE 11

Can Vantara solve
Colombia’s hippo issue?

FAQ » PAGE 12

Ruturaj leads the way
as CSK crushes MI 

SPORT » PAGE 15

T
he Supreme Court
on Saturday called
it a “fallacy”

nursed by the Trinamool
Congress that West Bengal
Government services’ em-
ployees owe allegiance to it
and Central employees
were loyal to or controlled
by the party ruling the
Centre.

They are employees of
the government and are
part of the Election Com-
mission in the exercise of
their electoral duties dur-
ing the poll time, it said. 

The oral observations
were made while disposing
of a petition �led by the
Trinamool, which alleged
that the EC was deliberate-
ly skewing the playing �eld
in favour of the rival Bhara-
tiya Janata Party by ap-
pointing more Central of-

�cers, disregarding State
employees, at counting
centres across West
Bengal.

Questions party
Justice P.S. Narasimha,
heading a Special Bench,
questioned the Trina-
mool’s perceived need to
have a “proportionate re-
presentation” of o�cers
drawn from both Centre
and State services at count-
ing centres on May 4. “This

is yet another fallacy, that
is those belonging to State
government services have
a di�erent allegiance…
These are but employees
of the government. Give
them some credit,” Justice
Narasimha said.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
the associate judge on the
Division Bench, said that
once these o�cers were
deployed for poll duties,
they belonged to the EC.
“All these persons, wheth-

er Central or State em-
ployees, are in the control
of the EC in the discharge
of electoral duties,” Justice
Bagchi said.

The special sitting,
merely 48 hours before
counting started in West
Bengal, was convened on a
petition �led by the Trina-
mool challenging an April
13 circular issued by the
State’s Additional Chief
Electoral O�cer directing
that at least one counting
supervisor and assistant at
each counting table would
be a Central government
or Central Public Sector
Unit employee.

The party, represented
by advocates Kapil Sibal
and Sanchit Garga, said the
circular was a “textbook
example of an unjust exec-
utive action”.

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Dismissing plea, it questions need for proportionate representation; Trinamool had said that EC

was skewing playing �eld in favour of BJP by appointing more Central o�cers at counting centres

SC rejects Trinamool claim
of bias by Central govt. sta�
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A senior Iranian military
o�cer said on Saturday
that renewed �ghting with
the U.S. was “likely”, hours
after President Donald
Trump said he was not sa-
tis�ed with an Iranian ne-
gotiating proposal. In a let-
ter to U.S. Congressional
leaders, Mr. Trump said
hostilities with Iran “have
terminated” as the cease-
�re was holding. 

Iran delivered the new
draft to mediator Pakistan
on Thursday evening, state
media reported, without
detailing its contents. The
war, launched by the U.S.
and Israel, has been on
hold since April 8, with
one failed round of peace
talks having taken place in
Pakistan since then. 

Mohammad Jafar Asadi,
a senior �gure in the Ira-
nian military’s central
command, said “a re-

newed con�ict between
Iran and the U.S. is likely”,
in quotes published by
Iran’s Fars news agency.
“Evidence has shown that
the U.S. is not committed
to any promises or agree-
ments,” he said.

The U.S. has warned
shipping �rms that they
could face sanctions for
making payments to Iran
to safely pass through the
Strait of Hormuz.

U.S. not committed
to pacts, ‘renewed
con�ict likely’: Iran
Agence France-Presse
Associated Press
TEHRAN
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U.S. warns shipping firms

against paying Iran for safe

passage through Strait. REUTERS

IN BRIEF
�

Days after seven Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) Rajya Sab-
ha MPs, six of them from
Punjab, joined the Bharati-
ya Janata Party, the Punjab
Police have allegedly �led
two FIRs under non-baila-
ble Sections against San-
deep Pathak, one of the
MPs who made the switch. 

The move drew sharp
criticism from Opposition
parties in the State, who
termed it a settling of polit-
ical scores.

‘A conspiracy’
The BJP on Saturday al-
leged that the FIRs were a
“planned conspiracy” to
distract people from Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann’s alleged

“drunken state” during the
proceedings of the State
Assembly on May 1. BJP na-
tional spokesperson Sheh-
zad Poonawalla termed the
FIRs, AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal’s vendetta. Mr.
Kejriwal was misusing the
Punjab Police to settle pol-
itical scores, he alleged. 

FIR against MP who
left AAP sparks row 

Sandeep Pathak

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

CONTINUED ON 
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The National Green Tribu-
nal’s Southern Zone Bench
in Chennai has directed all
�ve southern States and
Union Territory Puducher-
ry to ensure “strict and
time-bound implementa-
tion” of their State Action
Plans (SAP) under the Na-
tional Clean Air Pro-
gramme (NCAP). 

The judgment �ags per-
sistent particulate pollu-
tion across the region and
warns that continued un-
der-utilisation of clean air
funds could attract envi-
ronmental compensation. 

These directions as-
sume signi�cance as they
put the spotlight on air pol-
lution governance in the
southern States — an issue

that largely dominates the
northern regions, particu-
larly Delhi-NCR.

The tribunal recorded
that Karnataka had re-
ceived ₹597.54 crore bet-
ween 2019-20 and 2023-24,
with Bengaluru alone re-
ceiving ₹541.1 crore but uti-
lising only 13% by October
2024. A subsequent a�da-
vit reported that 76% of to-
tal funds released up to
2025-26 had been utilised
by September 2025.

Southern States told
to use clean air funds

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI
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NGT �ags persistent
particulate pollution,
says under-utilisation
of the funds could
attract compensation 

UNIQUE DESIGNS

Chettinad’s 
paradox of fame
Questions remain on whether the revival 
of the aesthetic will help sustain it

MAGAZINE » PAGE 1

CLASSIFIEDS » PAGE 5

MAGAZINE » 8 PAGES

Itinerant life

An elderly man from a nomadic community stands outside his tent on the outskirts of Srinagar on

Saturday. IMRAN NISSAR

Four policemen
killed in Kanker
IED blast: o�cer

RAIPUR

Four members of the

Chhattisgarh Police’s District

Reserve Guards were killed in

an explosion while trying to

dispose of a gunpowder dump

during a search operation in

Kanker district on Saturday, a

police o�icer said. » Page 7

Death toll rises
to 11 in Jabalpur
cruise tragedy

BHOPAL

Two more bodies were

recovered from the Bargi dam

reservoir on Saturday, taking

the death toll in the Jabalpur

cruise tragedy to 11, even as

search continued for remaining

two victims. » Page 9

The INDIA bloc is likely to
meet, once the results of
the Assembly elections are
declared on May 4, to dis-
cuss the way forward on
women’s reservation,
which has been tied up
with the delimitation exer-
cise and expansion of the
Lok Sabha. Though the Op-
position managed to defeat
the Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill, 2026, in
the Lower House, its as-
sessment is the govern-
ment may bring it again in
some other form. 

INDIA bloc
to strategise
on women’s
reservation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

FULL STORY ON 

» PAGE 8

The Election Commission
on Saturday announced re-
polling for Falta Assembly
seat in South 24 Parganas
district of West Bengal on
May 21. 

Polling will be held in all
285 stations in the consti-
tuency. 

The votes will be count-
ed on May 24. On May 4,
election results will be de-
clared for 293 of 294 As-
sembly seats in the State,
barring Falta.

Claims of malpractice 
There were allegations of
electoral malpractices in
Falta. The EC took note of
multiple instances of com-
panions casting votes on
behalf of electors and no
video footage available at
certain polling booths.

EC announces
repolling in all
285 stations of
Falta in Bengal

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA
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Lieutenant-Governor (L-G) Taranjit Singh Sandhu
on Saturday urged students of St. Stephen’s
College, his alma mater, to pursue excellence with
competence, character and responsibility. He was
addressing the Annual Dismissal Service for the
graduating class of 2026. Recalling his student
years, he said the institution fostered intellectual
curiosity and humility, and highlighted its legacy
of producing leaders across �elds. Mr. Sandhu
advised students to rely on integrity, independent
thinking and patience while navigating an
uncertain but opportunity-�lled world. PTI

L-G advises students to pursue
excellence with responsibility 

INBRIEF
�

A Delhi court on Saturday rejected the regular bail
plea of Al-Falah University group chairman Jawad
Ahmed Siddiqui in a money laundering case after
hearing arguments from him and the
Enforcement Directorate (ED). Additional
Sessions Judge Sheetal Chaudhary Pradhan
declined relief, with a detailed order awaited. The
ED opposed bail, citing the gravity of allegations
and the ongoing probe. Mr. Siddiqui, arrested in
November 2025, is accused of generating illicit
funds through student fees by misrepresenting
institutional accreditation. He is in judicial
custody and faces prosecution in chargesheets
�led by the ED and the Delhi police. PTI

Al-Falah chairman denied bail
in money laundering case

C
hief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Saturday
said her govern-

ment is working to trans-
form Delhi from a transit
hub to a tourist destination.

Speaking at a conference
for stakeholders in tourism
development, she said Del-
hi has unique strengths that
can attract visitors from
across the world. The Chief
Minister said the active par-
ticipation of industry stake-
holders, policymakers and
domain experts had result-
ed in several concrete and
actionable suggestions.
“These inputs and feed-
back will be incorporated
into upcoming policies and
plans to give a new direc-
tion to Delhi’s tourism sec-
tor and make it more e�ec-
tive,” Ms. Gupta said.

Highlighting Delhi’s glo-
bal signi�cance as the na-
tional capital, Ms. Gupta
said the city has the poten-
tial to become a major at-
traction for international
visitors. 

“It is time we position
Delhi not just as a stopover,
but as a destination city
where tourists stay longer

and keep coming back,” the
Chief Minister said.

Rich legacy
Ms. Gupta pointed to iconic
landmarks such as Parlia-
ment, Rashtrapati Bhavan,
India Gate and the Prime
Minister’s Museum, along
with the city’s rich histori-

cal legacy re�ected in mon-
uments like the Red Fort
and Qutub Minar. The CM
also emphasised Delhi’s di-
verse culture and cuisine,
which together o�er a com-
prehensive and distinctive
tourism experience.

She said the government
is focusing on developing

Delhi not only as a tourism
hub but also as a centre for
medical and educational
excellence. “Our goal is to
attract more visitors from
across India and the world,
encourage them to stay lon-
ger, and take back meaning-
ful experiences,” she said.

Ms. Gupta said the go-
vernment is actively pro-
moting large-scale con-
certs, �lm festivals and
cultural events to boost ci-
ty’s global identity. She not-
ed that initiatives such as
the �lm policy and a single-
window system are aimed
at providing seamless, tran-
sparent and time-bound
services to stakeholders. 

Tourism Minister Kapil
Mishra, who was also pre-
sent at the conference, said
the government is moving
swiftly to position the Capi-
tal as a world-class tourism
hub. “With support from
the Centre, Delhi will be de-
veloped into a distinct glo-
bal tourism destination that
re�ects the face of a chang-
ing India,” he said, adding
that suggestions from the
stakeholders will be incor-
porated into future policies
to take Delhi’s tourism, cul-
ture and hospitality sectors
to new heights.

‘Not just a transit hub’: CM pushes 
for making Delhi a tourism hotspot

Tourists visiting the Humayun’s Tomb, in New Delhi on Saturday. ANI

At conference for industry stakeholders, govt. highlights city’s global signi�cance and potential to become a major attraction

for international visitors; Delhi will be developed into a city that re�ects the face of a changing India, says Tourism Minister

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A Delhi Judicial Services of-
�cer died allegedly by sui-
cide in the Safdarjung area,
police said on Saturday.

A family member told
the police that Aman Ku-
mar Sharma, 30, had been
serving as Secretary of Dis-
trict Legal Services Author-
ityat Karkardooma Courts
since October 2025.

He was declared dead
on arrival at Safdarjung
Hospital, and the body has
been sent for post-mortem
examination.

A probe is under way to
ascertain the circumstanc-

es leading to his death.
“We are examining all pos-
sible angles,” an o�cer
said.

(Those in distress can
contact Tele MANAS at
14416 to seek help.)

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Judicial o�cer found dead; probe launched

A woman was arrested for
allegedly stealing gold je-
wellery, a purse, perfumes

and clothes from a house
in Paschim Puri, where she
worked as a tutor for a
Class 6 student. “The ac-
cused said she stole out of
greed,” the police said.

Home tutor steals from
student’s house; arrested
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) has
sealed 19 eateries and meat
shops in Hastsal’s JJ Colony
in Uttam Nagar for operat-
ing without a valid Health
Trade Licence, o�cials
said on Saturday.

The establishments in
Blocks A, B and C were
sealed by the Public Health
Department of the West
Zone amid police
presence.

During inspections on
April 17 and 18, o�cials
claimed to have found 30
food outlets functioning
without required licences.
All were challaned and is-
sued show-cause notices.
Of these, 11 owners volun-
tarily shut their establish-
ments and submitted writ-
ten con�rmation, which
was veri�ed by the MCD.

The remaining 19 conti-
nued operations despite
notices issued on April 28,
directing them to shut bu-
siness within two days.

An o�cial said the drive
was undertaken to ensure
compliance with health
and safety norms under
the Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration Act. “The action was
part of an ongoing anti-en-
croachment drive in West
Zone,” the o�cial added.

MCD seals 19
food outlets
for violating
licence norms

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

DEATH

As peak summer sets in, gig
workers across platforms in
Delhi said they are caught
in a cycle of falling sick or
facing reduced earnings
when they pause work dur-
ing intense heatwave days.

Even as the Centre is-
sued a heatwave advisory
this week for organisations
and States to adopt mitiga-
tion measures for workers
and labourers, gig workers
point to persistent challeng-
es. A 20-year-old delivery
executive, who took up the
gig a month ago after losing
a clerical position in a priv-
ate o�ce, said, “On a nor-
mal day, earnings go up to
₹1,000-1,200. But on ex-
tremely hot days, when we
have to reduce the number
of orders and keep pausing
to cool down under shade,
earnings drop to ₹200-
300.” 

Another worker said,
“We keep falling sick. Fever,
parched throat, and body
pain are common in peak
summer. If we take breaks,
we can’t complete orders
quickly, and then we lose
incentives.” 

Scarce water
Workers across platforms
said their phones frequent-
ly overheat in summer, dis-
rupting navigation and
work. Aarendar Singh, a
bike rider working across
three ride-hailing apps,
said, “Phones hang 10-12
times a day. After about 20
minutes in the sun, they
stop functioning. If we keep
the phone in our pocket to
cool it, we can’t access navi-

gation apps.” 
In April, the Delhi go-

vernment announced plans
to set up resting hubs and
public centres for gig work-
ers. However, Mr. Singh
said workers are still wait-
ing for these facilities to ma-
terialise. 

An auto driver working
with a ride-hailing app said
the lack of resting spots and
accessible drinking water
remains a major concern.
“There are no places to
stop and rest. If we park on
the roadside, the police is-
sue challans. Some water
coolers have been installed
by the government, but
they are too far apart,” he
said.

Like others, he said his
earnings have dropped
from around ₹900 a day in
winter to ₹200-300 in
summer.

Forced to climb stairs 
A 33-year-old delivery
partner attached to a home
services platform said the
app requires workers to ar-
rive at customers’ homes 10
minutes early. “But when
we reach, many customers
don’t let us in, so we have to
wait outside in the sun,” she
said, requesting anonymity. 

Many also cited restric-
tions denying elevator ac-
cess to delivery executives
in several high-rises, forc-
ing them to climb multiple
�oors. 

“In many gated socie-
ties, we are asked to walk
from the gate to the exact
location instead of using
our vehicles in the heat. We
are not even allowed to use
lifts and have to climb 10-12
�oors,” said an agent. 

Workers across platforms said their phones frequently overheat

during peak summer, disrupting navigation and work. FILE PHOTO

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

Gig workers struggle 
to stay a�oat amid
soaring temperatures

Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta on Saturday heard grie-
vances, complaints, and
suggestions from residents
of Shalimar Bagh Assembly
constituency at a public
hearing and directed o�-
cials to act swiftly on the
complaints. 

“A large number of peo-
ple turned up to present
their concerns directly be-
fore the Chief Minister.
Taking note of each case
with urgency and sensitivi-
ty, the Chief Minister di-
rected o�cials from the
concerned departments to
initiate immediate action
and ensure time-bound re-
solution,” the Chief Minis-
ter's O�ce (CMO) said in a
statement.

Ms. Gupta also high-
lighted that several deve-
lopment works are being
fast-tracked in the Shali-
mar Bagh constituency to
strengthen basic infras-
tructure. 

‘Act swiftly 
on public
complaints’
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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States

Timings

DELHI

SUNDAY, MAY. 03

RISE 05:39 SET 18:58

RISE 20:42 SET 06:14

MONDAY, MAY. 04

RISE 05:39 SET 18:58

RISE 21:38 SET 06:56

TUESDAY, MAY. 05

RISE 05:38 SET 18:59

RISE 22:30 SET 07:44

T
he mortal remains
of two children,
who were killed in a

bomb attack in Manipur’s
Bishnupur district in April,
were handed over to their
family members on Satur-
day, o�cials said.

The bodies of the �ve-
year-old boy and his six-
month-old sister were kept
in the morgue for 25 days as
the family members had re-
fused to accept the mortal
remains, demanding that
the perpetrators be
brought to book at the
earliest.

On April 25, Chief Minis-
ter Y. Khemchand Singh
had appealed to the family
members of the children to
accept the bodies. Mr.
Singh had also said all ef-
forts were under way to
�nd the culprits.

The two children were
killed in a bomb attack at
Tronglaobi in Bishnupur
district on April 7. Their bo-
dies were kept in the mor-
gue at the Regional Institute
of Medical Sciences in Im-

phal. The incident had trig-
gered widespread violent
protests in the �ve valley
districts of Manipur, and
the case was subsequently
handed over to the National
Investigation Agency.

Hundreds of people
lined up along the way to
Tronglaobi to o�er �oral
tributes, as the mortal re-
mains were taken for the
last rites in an open vehicle
earlier in the day.

Mortal remains of siblings
killed in Manipur bomb
strike handed over to kin

Bereaved family members perform the last rites of the two children in Bishnupur district on Saturday. PTI

Hundreds o�er tributes to �ve-year-old boy and his six-month-old sister; bodies kept in morgue for 25

days after the family refused to accept the mortal remains demanding justice amid violent protests

Press Trust of India
IMPHAL

The Karnataka Legislative
Assembly on Saturday is-
sued an o�cial noti�cation
regarding the disquali�ca-
tion of Congress MLA Vinay
Kulakarni following his con-
viction in the murder case
of BJP leader Yogeshgouda
Goudar.

The former Minister is
currently in prison, serving
life imprisonment in the
case. “Consequent upon
the conviction of Vinay Ku-
lakarni, Member of the Kar-
nataka Legislative Assemb-
ly representing the
Dharwad constituency, by
the Additional City Civil
Sessions Judge, Bengaluru
City, he stands disquali�ed
from the membership of
the Karnataka Legislative
Assembly from the date of
conviction, i.e, April 15,
2026,” the noti�cation
read.

“He stands disquali�ed
in terms of the provisions of
Article 191(1)(e) of the Con-
stitution of India, read with
Section 8 of the Representa-
tion of the People Act, 1951,
and such disquali�cation
shall continue for a further
period of six years after his
release, unless the convic-
tion is stayed by a compe-
tent court,” it added.

Convicted 
of murder,
Karnataka
Cong. MLA
disquali�ed 

Press Trust of India
BENGALURU

Nitish Kumar vacated the
Bihar CM’s residence after
two decades, and not four
decades as mentioned in
the headline of an article,
“Nitish Kumar vacates
CM’s residence after four
decades”, (States page,
May 2, 2026). The error is
regretted.

Correction

The commercial operation
of the �rst direct Vande
Bharat Express between
Jammu and Srinagar com-
menced on Saturday, two
days after its inauguration
by Railway Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw.

The train with 20 coach-
es will operate six days a
week barring Tuesdays,
and reduce the travel time
between the two destina-
tions to less than �ve hours,
o�cials said.

The train previously op-
erated from Srinagar to Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Katra,
and now it will go up to
Jammu Tawi.

Decorated with �owers,
the train chuged o� for Sri-
nagar from platform No. 7
at the Jammu railway sta-
tion, marking a major mil-
estone in enhancing rail
connectivity in the region,
Uchit Singhal, senior man-
ager, Jammu Division, said.

The semi-high-speed
train will cover a distance
of around 272 km between
Jammu Tawi and Srinagar
in 4 hours and 50 minutes,
a distance that took 12 to 24

hours to cover by road, de-
pending on road condi-
tions, o�cials said.

Two pairs of trains will
operate daily on the route,
o�ering travel options to
the passengers, including
tourists and pilgrims from
across the country, they
said.

According to the sche-
dule, the �rst train will de-
part from Jammu Tawi at
6.20 am and reach Srinagar
at 11:10 am, with halts at
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Ka-
tra, Reasi and Banihal. On
its return journey, the train
will leave Srinagar at 2 pm
and reach Jammu Tawi at
6:50 pm.

The inaugural train com-
pleted its maiden commer-
cial run from Jammu to Sri-
nagar with around 940
passengers on board, while
the second train had 995
passengers on board, the
o�cials said.

Game changer
On the return leg from Sri-
nagar to Jammu, the trains
carried over 1,990 passen-
gers, who thoroughly en-
joyed their journey, they
said. In Jammu, excited pas-
sengers taking the inaugu-
ral train termed the service
a “dream come true” and a
“game changer” for the
region.

Jammu-Srinagar Vande Bharat
Express chugs o� amid fanfare
Press Trust of India
JAMMU

Passengers strike a pose as the Vande Bharat Express commences

its regular journey for the general public, in Jammu on Saturday. PTI

At least four workers were
killed after getting trapped
under coal slurry in Jhark-
hand’s Dhanbad district on
Saturday, a police o�cial
said.

The incident took place
at Moonidih coal washery
in the command area of
Bharat Coking Coal Limited
(BCCL).

“Bodies of all four work-
ers were dug out of debris
during a rescue operation,”
Putki police station in-

charge Waqar Hussain said.
The incident took place

when coal slurry was being
loaded into trucks by work-
ers during which a large
chunk of slurry fell and
trapped several workers
underneath, o�cials told
reporters.

Trapped under coal slurry, 4 killed

Press Trust of India
DHANBAD

The ailing father of Lok
Sabha MP Sheikh Abdul
Rashid was airlifted to New
Delhi on Saturday for ad-
vanced medical treatment
at AIIMS. “The father of Ba-
ramulla MP Rashid, also
known as Engineer Rashid,
has been shifted to AIIMS
Delhi for advanced medical
care,” said Inam Un Nabi,
chief spokesperson of the
Rashid’s Awami Itihaad
Party.

Mr. Rashid, who has
been lodged in Delhi’s Ti-
har Jail since 2019, got a
week’s interim bail from
the Delhi High Court on
Tuesday to visit his father.
He arrived in Srinagar on
Wednesday.

MP Rashid’s
father shifted
to AIIMS Delhi

Press Trust of India
SRINAGAR

Teena Choudhry, the wo-
man who confronted Maha-
rashtra Minister Girish Ma-
hajan over tra�c
congestion in the Worli
area of Mumbai last month,

said on Saturday that she
was ignored by police per-
sonnel for over an hour be-
fore the situation escalated. 

She added that the Mi-
nister was the only person
in the convoy who tried to
hear her out.

In a purported video

that went viral on social
media, Ms. Choudhry was
seen lashing out at the Mi-
nister over the long tra�c
congestion allegedly due to
a BJP rally on April 21.

“I went to every police
o�cer. I received no reac-
tion, no response. Nobody

heard me,” Ms. Choudhry
said, adding, that on in-
structions of Mr. Mahajan,
two buses were moved, and
she was able to join the
main road.

Ms. Choudhry urged pe-
ople not to turn the inci-
dent into a political attack. 

Woman details confrontation with Minister
Chinmay Gaikwad
MUMBAI
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Nearly a year after unac-
counted cash was allegedly
recovered from his o�cial
residence in Delhi, Allaha-
bad High Court judge Yash-
want Varma wrote to Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu on
April 9, conveying his deci-
sion to step down from of-
�ce. 

“While I do not propose
to burden your august of-
�ce with the reasons that
have constrained me to
submit this missive, it is
with deep anguish that I
hereby tender my resigna-
tion,” Varma said in his
letter.

The decision brought to
a close months of mount-
ing scrutiny dating back to
the night of March 14,
2025. Then a judge of the
Delhi High Court, Varma
found himself in the eye of
the storm after �re�ghters
responding to a blaze at his
o�cial residence allegedly
discovered stacks of half-
burnt currency notes in a
storeroom. 

In the following weeks,
the Supreme Court Collegi-
um, then headed by Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Sanjiv
Khanna, repatriated him to
his parent Allahabad High
Court and divested him of
judicial work as an in-
house inquiry was set up.

A three-judge commit-
tee concluded that Varma
and his family members

exercised “covert or active
control” over the store-
room, and cash had been
recovered from the pre-
mises. This, the panel said,
“belied the trust” reposed
in him as a constitutional
court judge and warranted
impeachment
proceedings.

Acting on these �ndings
and following Varma’s re-
fusal to resign, the then CJI
wrote to the Prime Minis-
ter and the President on
May 8, 2025, enclosing the
report and recommending
removal proceedings un-
der Article 124(4) of the
Constitution and the Judg-
es (Inquiry) Act, 1968.
While this recommenda-
tion set the stage for im-
peachment, Varma
stepped down before a Lok
Sabha-constituted inquiry
committee could conclude
its proceedings.

On February 13, 2026,
Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal informed
the Lok Sabha that the of-
�ce of the CJI had received
8,630 complaints against
sitting judges between
2016 and 2025, a rise of ov-
er 51% from 729 in 2016 to
1,102 in 2025. No details
were given on whether
these complaints per-
tained to corruption, sex-
ual misconduct, or other
wrongdoing, nor which
High Courts recorded the
highest numbers or what
action had been taken.

Prashant Bhushan, a
Delhi-based advocate and
convenor of the non-pro�t
Campaign for Judicial Ac-

countability and Reforms,
said there is opacity be-
cause “inquiry reports are
not made public, and there
is little disclosure on pro-
ceedings against judges or
action taken.” He added
that judicial corruption is
di�cult to address “be-
cause of the extent to
which it remains shielded
from public scrutiny”,
pointing to “the fear of
contempt of court” and
“the near absence of any
e�ective mechanism to
hold errant judges to
account”.

Even impeachment, he
noted, requires the sup-
port of at least 100 Lok
Sabha or 50 Rajya Sabha
members, “making it con-
tingent on political will
rather than the merits of
the complaint”.

Activist asks for more
Delhi-based legal journalist
and Right to Information
(RTI) activist Saurav Das
called the Minister’s res-
ponse “conspicuously in-
complete” and �led an RTI
request with the Supreme
Court Registry. He sought
year-wise data on the
8,630 complaints, includ-
ing those pending, dis-

posed of, found to be mala
�de or motivated, and
those forwarded to High
Courts. “Publishing �gures
without any clarity on how
complaints were handled
risks creating the impres-
sion that nothing was
done. This can undermine
trust in the judiciary,” he
said. 

In a response seen by
The Hindu, Supreme Court
Registry CPIO S.K. Kamesh
Nookala said “necessary
action” had been taken,
but the remaining informa-
tion was “spread over
numerous �les”, the colla-
tion of which would “dis-
proportionately divert” re-
sources. Exemptions

under Section 8 of the RTI
Act were also invoked.

Das appealed and
sought inspection of re-
cords under Section 2(1)( j)
of the RTI Act. The appeal,
however, was dismissed.
“A one-line response stat-
ing only that ‘necessary ac-
tion was taken’ is paternal-
istic and defeats the
purpose of the RTI Act. I
will now prefer an appeal
before the Central Infor-
mation Commission,” he
said. 

Former Chief Justice of
the Orissa High Court S.
Muralidhar said Section 8
exemptions cannot justify
withholding non-personal
data. “There is no justi�ca-

tion for withholding data
on the number of com-
plaints and their status.
Such information can be
disclosed without reveal-
ing identities.” In fact, Ma-
dan B. Lokur, former Su-
preme Court judge, said,
“Numbers are not particu-
larly important, since ma-
ny complaints are frivolous
or malicious, often �led by
disgruntled litigants. What
matters more is how many
complaints were serious
and how they were dealt
with.”

In Parliament
An analysis by The Hindu
showed that between Janu-
ary 2011 and March 2026,
48 parliamentary ques-
tions sought data on com-
plaints against judges, but
disclosures were made in
only �ve instances. 

In many responses, the
Law Ministry said it “does
not maintain records” and
has “no mechanism to
monitor complaints”
against judges of the Su-
preme Court and High
Courts, stating that such
matters are handled under
the judiciary’s in-house
procedure. Complaints
concerning the district jud-

iciary fall under the admi-
nistrative control of the
concerned High Courts.

Where data have been
disclosed, responses indi-
cate that complaints are
routed through the Cen-
tralised Public Grievance
Redress and Monitoring
System (CPGRAMS) and
forwarded to the CJI or
Chief Justices of High
Courts. Responding to MPs
S. Gnanathiraviam and Ma-
look Nagar on April 1,
2022, then Law Minister
Kiren Rijiju said 1,631 com-
plaints were received
through CPGRAMS bet-
ween January 1, 2017 and
December 31, 2021, and
forwarded accordingly.

Legal academic and
author Prashant Reddy T.
said, “Such sparse disclo-
sures re�ect a deep-rooted
culture of opacity within
the Indian judiciary, partic-
ularly in its administrative
functioning.”

Consequences of a post
The transparency debate
has also intersected with
concerns over free speech.
In February, a three-judge
Bench led by CJI Surya
Kant took suo motu cogni-
sance and ordered the
withdrawal of an NCERT
Class 8 textbook that refe-
renced “corruption in the
judiciary”. The court ob-
served that the references
re�ected a “discernible un-
derlying agenda” and pri-
ma facie constituted crimi-
nal contempt. 

NCERT tendered an
“unconditional and un-

quali�ed apology” and
withdrew the textbook,
but the court directed
authorities to dissociate
from those involved in pre-
paring the chapter, includ-
ing author Michel Danino,
educationist Suparna Di-
wakar and legal researcher
Alok Prasanna Kumar.

The order triggered de-
bate among students and
academics. Rishi A. Kumar,
a 22-year-old law student,
wrote in a blog post that
“the more the judiciary
tries to suppress discus-
sion of its failures, the
more distrust it gener-
ates”. “Law school trains
you to think critically and
question public institu-
tions as an essential feature
of democracy,” he said.

His university initially
asked him to take down
the post after receiving
calls from members of the
legal fraternity, but later
expressed support for him.
Kumar refused to comply,
stating that the university
did not “own” his “voice or
conscience”.

Abhay S. Oka, former
Supreme Court judge,
echoing the observations
of English judge Lord Den-
ning (1899-1999), said con-
tempt powers should not
be invoked to uphold the
court’s dignity. “The digni-
ty of the institution must
rest on surer foundations.
However, where there is
clear de�ance of its orders,
the court must act �rmly,”
he added.

aaratrikabhaumik@
thehindu.co.in

Silence, the court is in session
Aaratrika Bhaumik

The Law Ministry said it has no mechanism to monitor complaints

against judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts. FILE PHOTO

The resignation of Allahabad High Court judge Yashwant Varma last month, amid parliamentary

proceedings to remove him over allegations that burnt wads of unaccounted cash were found at

his Delhi residence in 2025, has brought into focus how the judiciary holds itself to account 

SPOTLIGHT

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Saturday said that despite foreign
invasions and hardships, tribal communities and
Scheduled Castes (SCs) preserved the country’s
identity and soul. He was speaking at the
Karmayogi awards ceremony in Mumbai, where
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari was also present.
Referring to global developments, Mr. Bhagwat
said the present world is “stumbling forward”
and struggling to maintain balance, and asserted
that India could emerge as a stabilising force. PTI

Tribals, SCs preserved India’s
identity and soul: Bhagwat

INBRIEF
�

Thirteen students of a government school in
Rajasthan were hospitalised as they fell ill after
allegedly drinking water from the school tank on
Saturday, o�cials said. The incident occurred at
the Government Senior Secondary School in
Meghwalon ki Basti, Sanawada, where students
had gathered for an activity. After drinking water,
students began complaining of itching and red
rashes, they said. Additional District Collector
Rajendra Singh said the children were brought
with allergy-like symptoms and are under
medical supervision. PTI

13 hospitalised after drinking
water in Rajasthan school

A
ssam Congress
chief Gaurav Gogoi
on Saturday al-

leged that exit polls are be-
ing manipulated by the BJP
to create confusion among
voters.

Addressing a press con-
ference after a meeting of
Opposition alliance lead-
ers here, Mr. Gogoi said
the BJP may try to mislead
people, but will not suc-
ceed. “Neither the Opposi-
tion parties nor the people
of the State have fallen into
the trap of exit polls, and
this will be evident on the
day of counting on May 4,”
he said.

Mr. Gogoi said there is a
“silent vote” and an “un-
dercurrent” in favour of
the Opposition, which exit
poll surveys have not cap-
tured. Many voters, espe-
cially women, have voted
based on real issues like
price rise and governance,
he claimed.

Mr. Gogoi alleged that
the BJP has been trying to
create anomalies in the

strongrooms, but our can-
didates and alert public
have gone to the adminis-
tration on several occa-
sions to prevent such
misdeeds.

Anti-incumbency factor
“All sections of society
across the State want a
change of government in
the State. They have voted
for this on April 9, and the
results will be known on
May 4,” he added.

The Congress candidate
from Jorhat said Opposi-
tion leaders met to discuss
preparations for counting
and to remain alert on

counting day.
Karnataka Deputy Chief

Minister D.K. Shivakumar
said the exit polls are mis-
leading and that the “party
is con�dent about its sur-
vey, which indicates the
Opposition will form the
government after May 4”.

‘Bid to derail counting’
The BJP is making e�orts
to derail the counting pro-
cess, but “we are prepared
to deal with the situation
with legal rooms in both
Delhi and Guwahati to deal
with it”.

“We are prepared to
protect our candidates

and to ensure that the
State machinery is not
used for any mischief,” he
added.

He further alleged that
the BJP had approached
several Opposition candi-
dates after the polls, ques-
tioning why it would do so
if it were con�dent of
victory.

“This proves that they
are not con�dent, but the
people of Assam are, and
there is going to be a
change of government in
the State,” he added. He al-
so alleged that the exit
polls were manipulated by
the BJP.

The meeting was at-
tended by leaders of the
Congress, Raijor Dal’s Ak-
hil Gogoi, Assam Jatiya
Parishad’s Lurinjyoti Go-
goi, All Party Hill Leaders
Conference (APHLC), CPI
(M), CPI and CPI(ML),
among others. 

AICC general secretary
Jitendra Singh, former
Chhattisgarh Chief Minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel and
the party’s election obser-
ver Bandhu Tirkey were al-
so present at the meeting.

BJP manipulated exit polls
to mislead voters: Gaurav

Assam Congress president Gaurav Gogoi (second left) during a party

observers’ meeting in Guwahati on Saturday. PTI

Assam Congress chief says there is a ‘silent vote’ and an ‘undercurrent’ in favour of Oppn.; leaders

of the alliance parties meet in State capital to take stock of preparations for counting day, May 4

Press Trust of India
GUWAHATI

True tribute to B.R. Am-
bedkar lies not merely in
statues and ceremonies,
but in ensuring that every
child knows why he mat-
ters to India, the Madurai
Bench of the Madras High
Court has said while direct-
ing the State to take neces-
sary policy steps to intro-
duce appropriate lessons
on the contributions of the
leader in the social science
curriculum in the State
syllabus.

Justice L. Victoria Gowri

said: “In a country which
takes pride in being the lar-
gest democracy in the
world, it is deeply unfortu-
nate that many young

minds are not taught, with
su�cient seriousness and
depth, about the life and
contributions of the Father
of our Constitution”.

The tragedy of our times
lies in the shrinking of such
a towering national �gure
into the cramped con�nes
of caste-based perception.
The larger-than-life perso-
nality of Dr. Ambedkar is
too often reduced to a sec-
tional emblem, when in
truth he belongs to the
whole nation. He belongs
equally to every class-
room, every court, every
institution of public learn-

ing, and every citizen who
values dignity under law,
the court said.

The court directed the
State to take necessary pol-
icy steps to introduce ap-
propriate lessons in Social
Science curriculum in the
State syllabus, for students
from Class III to Class X on
the the role of Dr. Ambed-
kar as Chairman of the
Drafting Committee of the
Constitution of India; his
contribution to the consti-
tutional vision of justice, li-
berty, equality and frater-
nity and his role in the
freedom movemen.

HC directs T.N. to introduce lessons on
Ambedkar in social science curriculum
The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI

The tragedy of our times
lies in the shrinking of
such a towering national
�gure into the cramped
con�nes of caste-based
perception

MADURAI BENCH OF THE
MADRAS HC

Elaborate arrangements
have been put in place by
the Election Commission
of India (EC) for the count-
ing of votes for the Tamil
Nadu Assembly elections
on May 4 at 62 counting
centres across the State.
Chief Electoral O�cer Ar-
chana Patnaik on Saturday
held a review meeting with
EC o�cials on the �nal
phase of arrangements for
counting.

According to sources,
the counting of votes will

begin at 8 a.m. on May 4,
starting with postal bal-
lots. The postal ballots of
service voters will be ac-
cepted till 8 a.m. on the

day of counting. The pos-
tal ballots will be counted
at the ratio of one table for
every 500 postal ballots.
The counting of votes

polled in Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) will be-
gin at 8.30 a.m. The �nal
round of counting of votes
polled in EVMs will com-
mence only after the com-
pletion of counting of pos-
tal ballots.

Beyond the regular
strength of Observers, Re-
turning O�cers (ROs), and
Assistant Returning O�c-
ers (AROs), 1,135 additional
AROs have been deployed
across the State for count-
ing. A total of 10,545
counting personnel have
been drafted for counting
duty. 

EC takes up �nal phase of arrangements
at 62 counting centres across Tamil Nadu
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tight security: Police personnel stationed outside Thanthai Periyar

Government Institute of Technology in Vellore, which will function

as a counting centre on Monday. C. VENKATACHALAPATHY 

A fact-�nding committee,
appointed by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment, visited Srigangana-
gar in Rajasthan on Satur-
day to probe into a clash
between ruling party MLA
Jaideep Bihani and some of-
�cials during a public hear-
ing last week. Mr. Bihani
has been accused of as-
saulting an Assistant
Engineer.

Three persons, includ-
ing Rajasthan Urban Infras-
tructure Development Pro-
ject’s (RUIDP) Assistant
Engineer Jaganlal Bairwa,
were arrested after the inci-
dent on April 30. Mr. Bihani
alleged that the o�cials
slapped him during a dis-
cussion on the drinking wa-
ter issues. However, Mr.
Bairwa and his two col-
leagues, who have since
been released on bail, ac-
cused Mr. Bihani and his
supporters of assaulting
them and using casteist
slurs. “The MLA slapped
me without provocation
and his supporters attacked
us using kicks, punches and

pipes,” Mr. Bairwa, who be-
longs to Scheduled Caste,
said.

The public hearing was
convened to review the on-
going development works
and address disruptions in
the city’s water supply. Mr.
Bihani alleged gross negli-
gence in sewerage and road
construction projects un-
dertaken by RUIDP.

The committee, headed
by Urban Development and
Housing Secretary Ravi
Jain, recorded the state-
ments of both Mr. Bihani
and Mr. Bairwa. Tension es-
calated when the commit-
tee brought the MLA and
the assistant engineer face-
to-face for a discussion. Mr.
Jain told journalists that the
committee would shortly
submit a detailed report to
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma.

Engineers protest
While Dalit groups in the
State have demanded a fair
and impartial investigation,
government engineers in
Sriganganagar and the ad-
joining Hanumangarh dis-
tricts on Saturday went on a
mass leave in protest. 

Panel visits Rajasthan 
town to probe clash
between BJP MLA
and govt. o�cials
Mohammed Iqbal
JAIPUR
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Mukherjee, Deborigon 27/165 cm
B.Com b2ful Wrkg Girl only Child
Mumbai bsd. Request Teetotaler well
placed Probashi Bengali Groom. Con-
tact: 8451001012.

SURGEON 35 Christian Seeks Suita-
ble Groom Medical Doctors with Clini-
cal PG or Super speciality Only.
94431 62620, 94434 94626.

DIVORCEE TAMIL 41 PQ MNC B’lore
seeks qualified Hindu groom in In-
dia without issues CNB. ndkp2025@
outlook.com

GORGEOUS, CREATIVE, 43, loyal, en-
terprising, affluent mompreneur.
Seeks compatible, progressive part-
ner. Caste no bar. Call/WA 9345
634 365.

HINDU DIVORCEE, 45 yrs, Very fair,
No child, Seeks Qualified Groom.
CNB. 9880151826

ELITE MD doctor girl /26 years /
Vellalar /Fair /good looking seeks
pg doctor/ well settled profession-
als− caste OBC WhatsApp 9500163683

FAIR, CULTURED, Good looking,
Slim, Doctor girl 36/165 MD, Car-
diac Anesthesiologist, Chennai
based affluent Doctor family. Fa-
ther Keralite Nair, Mother from
TN. Looking for Doctor or Engineer
groom from respectable family.
9840050381/ 9840985383

HINDU, MUDALIYAR, Tamil, Doctor−MD
Pediatrics, Fellowship−ID, Dec
1992, Puratathi star, Kumbam rasi,
No Dosham, seeks bridegroom from
well settled, well−educated family
from same profession, PG−Engi-
neers, MBA, CAs. Contact 9444841350

DKV, 29 years, Female Radiologist,
Divorced, Chennai, prefer, IAS/
Doctor/Officers Contact: 9047119910

Suitable Alliance for 28 years old
Christian Bride, doing M.D., Tamil Par-
ents, Hyderabad based (Father-retd.
Sr. Executive, Private Service, Mother-
Consultant Physician). Contact:
WhatsApp - 79972 79991, email:
pcig6961@gmail.com

4

Hindu, Tamil, gounder, 45 years, IPS,
seeks Groom, Contact: Phone No:
9578822036.

SYRIAN CHRISTIAN Pentecostal Elite
Fly @ Chennai Seeks for their Ar-
chitect Girl 27y/175cm from Profes-
sionally Qlfd Boy (HT>6’)
9790893483

HINDU NAIR girl (1/3/2002, 5:15 am,
Uthram) Trivandrum, MBA Australia
working in Logistics company. Seeking
Alliances without or with horoscope.
9526364446.

✔ TAMIL MUSLIM Sharjah settled
bride (UK Bachelor’s Degree) 24/
155/50 seek Engineers/Doctors/Ac-
countant grooms in UAE/GCC. Please
send Photo/Biodata to email:
allianceuae2@gmail.com

✔ MUSLIM GIRL, 39, engineer,
slim, seeks educated, employed, un-
married Tamil Muslim groom.
9444235779

TAMIL MUSLIM Girl, Singapore Citi-
zen, 30 Yrs / 165 cm. Electrical
Engg−NUS−Singapore, looking for
suitable alliance. NRI or Overseas
Educated Groom, Good Family, Will-
ing to relocate to Singapore. Ct:
8056007500

CHRISTIAN PENTECOSTAL Tamil 28/
154cm, 40K − MNC Seeking Suitable
Bridegroom. CT: 95249 50931

PROTESTANT CHRISTIAN Nadar, 31 PG,
Employed, fair, beautiful Girl,
Chennai seeks fair, well settled,
Religious Christian boy. Ct:
9840345969

CHRISTIAN, DIVORCED, M.tech,
30crores, Looking for 2nd marriage
groom in Uk for our daughter from any
subcaste,8138900553

CHRISTIAN, MBA, 31, Looking for
Govt and doctor professional in Rc,Rc
nadar,RC pillai,Rcsc groom in tamilna-
du or pondicherry, 7356483111

CHRISTIAN NADAR Dec1996 165cm MBBS
MD MRCS working in Apollo Hospital
Chennai Seeks Doctor Groom MBBS MD
MS. Contact: 9444421884. 8122682017

DIVORCE (NO−KIDS) 43Yrs/M.Sc.,
M.Phil., Ph.D* Job: Asst. Prof. RC/
SC (AD), Wanted Groom with Decent
Profession / Job Caste No Bar
6382135986

SEEKING NEVER married Tamil / Tel-
ugu groom age (43−44)working in
Chennai or US for Naidu bride−
send details to yamini.hari@
gmail.com ,SWE contact +91
9543322082/044−31547506

HINDU, SC Chennai, 31yrs, BE, ECE,
WIPRO, Sr. Tech Leader, seeks Suit-
able Alliance. Contact: 9884798695

SUITABLE QUALIFIED Alliance Invit-
ed for a Fair and Slim 32year Doc-
tor (Dentist) MDS Vanniakula Ksha-
triya Girl Working as Senior Lec-
turer in Chennai. Dhanusu Rasi
Star Moolam (4padam) Ct:
9382167197 / 9962781009

GROOM WANTED SC (AD), 27yrs,
B.Tech, MBA, Well Educated Family
in Chennai Ph; 6369113665

GROOM WANTED CSI Nadar 25yrs,BE,MS
Australia,SWE,1.5Lp/m, educated
family:9841329471/9380791999

GROOM WANTED Mudaliyar, 27yrs,
MBA, Elite business family in Ban-
galore Ph: 6385293227

FASHION DESIGNER SaivaMudaliar
Anusham 33 Very Fair Propertied
NeedVeg IT/ Govt Employed Groom
9566268349

HINDU Tamil, Sengundhar, Avittam,
EEE (Dip) 23 Seeks SWE/Business
below 26 groom from same sect ha-
ving own house. Mob: 94435 10915.

GROOM WANTED Rich Naidu,30yrs, Di-
vorce, MBA,well educated back-
ground in Chennai Ph;9962791888

SCA, 29YEARS, B.Tech, MBA (BIM
2019−21)13 LPA seeks Tamil Suit-
able Groom, CNB, Ct: 9441677205

REDDY SPECIALIST Doctor (MS) 165
Cm, 1990 born. Own practice in
Chennai, Seeking never married
groom, Caste No Bar. Ct: 8925640111

NAIDU 38, MSc, 156cm Good looking
24Lac PA wellsettled Seeks suit-
able Groom CNB. Ct:8778514465/
7200866346

Hindu SC Arundhadiyar 31 B.Sc (CS)
2nd marriage-have 5 yrs boy-expecting
clean habits Kind Guys. 99942-84675.

GROOM WANTED Pillai,34yrs, BE,
working in Central Govt, Well Edu-
cated Family Ph: 6385293227

BANGALORE−BASED HINDU bride, 47
yrs, height 167cm, MBA, working in
US for past 21 yrs, Divorced (no
kids). Caste no bar. Contact:
8220765305

ATTRACTIVE, SOFT 30, 168cm, well−
read UK−based architect. Open to
relocating. Cultured, affluent
Tamil/Telugu family. Seeks compati-
ble groom. Caste no bar. Call/WA
93456 34365

SEEKING GRADUATE/PROFESSIONAL for
44yrs unmarried Tamil SC Hindu Adi
Dravida Female IT professional
(20yrs exp) from Chennai holding
Singapore PR. Contact
+919790921761/+91 7200942776.

HINDU NADAR− Divorcee Unconsummat-
ed Marriage − 35 JPMC /IT, Banga-
lore Sr.Associate 40L PA Own
House. Seeks blw 38yr. Call / WA :
9442126376

GROOM WANTED Rich Mudaliyar,27yrs,
MBBS, MS, Elite business family in
Chennai Ph: 6385293227

ARCOT VELALA Mudaliar girl 28/
Thiruvoonam/ fair/158/ M.Tech MSc
(Digt Mktg −Singapore) highly paid
seeks Professional groom of well
educated & respected family Ct.
9841666230

HINDU, ADIDRAVIDAR, 29, Masters
Law,Looking for govt staffs in higher
designation for my daughter in same
caste or equal caste, 8138009235

VANNAN, 27, BE, 30lakhs, Looking for
same caste groom from 27-32 in tamil
or telugu in overall tamilnadu for our
daughter,8137001255

MUDALIAR, MS, Doctor, 40lakhs,
Looking for 32-35 from Same or equal
caste in MS,MD,ME for my daugh-
ter,8138900312

VANNIYA GOUNDER, MBBS, 24,
Looking for Civil service groom
(IAS,IFS,IRS) Grade1 in south india
from any caste for my own daughter,
8137003550

PILLAI, 23, MSC, Looking for pillai and
mudaliar groom in upper middle/rich
and affluent in tamilnadu,8138900412

✔ VANNIAR MD 31 Smart Good Look-
ing Chennai Employed seeks well to
do groom MD/MS 98404 71097

HINDU NADAR, − B.E, M.B.A − 30/
158cm Software Engineer − Udangudi
− Seeking Bridegroom Cell:
9626735777

BRIDEGROOM WANTED for a well−to−do
hindu family’s bride age 43, first
marriage, degree−MSW, want from
(FC, BC, MBC), working within In-
dia. CT: 9080359664.

BE/30/155 Pooradam Fair good loo-
king rich Mudaliar with moral values
seek suitable groom. 7975421774

✔ ALLIANCE INVITED for Hindu SC
girl, 26 yrs, 169 cm, LLM, 25LPA,
Associate in Capital Markets at a
top−tier law firm, Mumbai/Chennai.
Looking for a well−settled, profes-
sionally qualified groom from same
community. Ph: 9152236196

Alliance invited from a well settled
and educated family for a 37y old
independent, career-oriented woman.
Height: 160 cm, highly qualified, cur-
rently working as international teacher
in Dubai. Legally divorced, no children,
seeking mature & responsible groom.
Telugu / Tamil pref. Divorcees
welcome. Contact: 94451 20943 .
Email: rajanisuganthi@gmail.com

GROOM WANTED SC (AD),34yrs, ME,
well educated family background in
Chennai Ph; 9962791888

GROOM WANTED Mudaliyar,26yrs, BE,
Own Transports in Chennai, Afflu-
ent family Ph: 6385293227

MUDALIAR 25/165 Fair, MBBS MD, Neu-
ro, Rela Hospital, 2000000 PA,
Well−to−do, CNB. 9043991629,
9043987029

DEVAR 28 170cm M arch Australia
seeks well Qualified Grooms in Aus-
tralia Devar only Geetham
9884858014

KAMMAVAR NAIDU 26 160cm BE Chennai
seeks professionals India / Abroad
Naidu Only Geetham 9884858014

SC/AD, BPT, DOB 1977, Bride Seeks
Suitable, Qualified, Employed
Bride Groom. Ct: 9841708258

BRAHMIN-IYER, 28, MDS, Looking for
a Professional groom in Maharashtra,
Delhi, Hyderabad for our daughter,
8138900652

HINDU NADAR: Age 25 PGDM, very
fair, Looking for Chennai Settled Busi-
ness Family, WhatsApp: 9840907301

REMARRIAGE 42YRS Divorce.+2.

Mudaliar Caste No Bar Ct:

7708700879. 9841817000

Wanted SCAD Professional Groom for
only daughter 34/168 ME PhD WA:
6381757167

HINDU ADI-DRAVIDA Upper Middle
Class, Fair, Slim, 32/174cm, MD.DM
Govt, Risabam Chennai. Seeks Groom
with Good Looking & Salary below
37years Caste no bar. Ph:9840728782

HINDU SC/AD, 40/163cm fair, B.Tech
(CSE), SWP, Moolam, Dhansu, never
married, Chennai, seeks Professio-
nally qualified, never married groom
below 43yrs from India / Abroad.
Caste No Bar. Call / WA: 8754566571

Viswakarma 31 years Central Govt
seeking groom from suitable Tamil /
Telugu BC family only. Ct:98401 05941

Hindu, SC(AD) Chennai 36yrs, MBA
working in MNC, 14L PA, Seek suitable
alliance.Caste No Bar. Ct: 9841243319

Hindu, SC(AD), 39yrs/154cm, B.E,
MBA, Mesham/Ashwini, MNC, seeks
suitable Groom, Ph:9840688543
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✔ HINDU, TELUGU Naidu, Never mar-
ried, B.E, well settled indepen-
dent I.T Professional,45yrs.
Seeking educated well settled nev-
er married groom from a re-
spectable Hindu family.
Ph:7845749515.

NAIDU 26/167 Fair, MBBS MD,GYN,
Mehta Hospital, 1500000 PA, Well−
to−do Fmly , CNB. 9043991629,
9043987029

Affluent upper middle-class Balija
Naidu family seeks a suitable alliance
for their daughter, 31 years, 5 feet,
wheatish, BE, MS, MBA, presently
working in USA. Groom should be
well-educated, professionally accom-
plished, and from a good family back-
ground. Ct: 9047010018 / 9787943250

IYER, 2ND Marriage, 44, B.E, Job
in Chennai MNC Company, Wanting
any suitable Vegetarian bride,
7418006626, vijaydeep1947@gmail.com

SMART, SUCCESSFUL 29, 179cm, well−
educated (IIT BTech/MTech) profes-
sional. Affluent S Indian business
family. Seeks compatible bride.
Language/caste no bar. Call/WA
9345634365

US−RETURNED MS (USA), 33/6ft, Sr.
Manager, MNC, Chennai; mutually di-
vorced. Seeking educated, profes-
sional, open−minded, family−orient-
ed bride (28−34); CNB/divorcee wel-
come. 98430−45585

✔ SEEKING GOODLOOKING bride for
manager in PSB, age 38, Rohini,
Mudhalyar, caste: no bar. Contact
: 9445311859

48YRS. TOP mgmt. Pvt. Sector, Chen-
nai. Good Salary, Viswakarma, Di-
vorcee, No issues. CNB. Suitable bri-
de. Ct : 95661 97522 / 73388 89725

FAMILIAR MUSICIAN LECTURER 33 Pil-
lai Mudaliar VEG teetotaller
Hastham Music Family Expecting Mu-
sic Interested Bride Caste No Bar
9384665632

REQUIRE CARING Girl without issues
caste no bar for a Chennai based
hindu boy 51 yrs divorcee without
issues.Ct: 9841672014

SMART, SUCCESSFUL 38, 171cm, pro-
gressive US−based professional at
global MNC. Seeks educated, compat-
ible S Indian bride. Call/WA 93456
34365

CHRISTIAN NADAR, Feb 1998, 178cm,
MBBS, MD, General Medicine, DM
Nephrology (Sri Ramachandra Medi-
cal College, Chennai), Seeks MDS,
MBBS, MD Doctor Bride. Contact:
9500085244

HINDU − SC − AD − 33, Fair − MBBS,
Seeks Doctor Bride − Same Communi-
ty, Ct:− 9444314459

HINDU YADAVA, 13.07.1995, 3:25
PM, 176 cm, seeks MBBS/MD bride.
Contact: 9444674978 / 9942005782.

Scientist, ISRO, Bangalore, 46 years,
Tamil, Hindu, Sozhia Vellalar, Pillai,
Remarriage(No Kids),Seek unmarried/
Divorced & Issueless Tamil/ Kannada/
Malayalam Giril (Age Between 36 to
41yrs only), caste NO Bar,8th or 10th
also ok. NO brokers. Call:9108175339

1985/175CM, 50 Lakhs PA, Never Mar-
ried, Bangalore. WhatsApp: 96290
12248

SUITABLE BRIDE CNB for Malayalam
Intercaste groom 40/182 MNC Bosch
30 LPA Coimbatore TN, Innocent Di-
vorcee/homely bridewithout kids al-
so accepted. CT: 88076 59287 &
99524 85996.

PALAKKAD EZHUVA boy 30/158cm/Btech/
HCL/Bangalore/WFH/Shudha Jathakam.
Seeks suitable bride Ph 9495136088

✔ INTELLIGENT, SPIRITUALLY IN-
CLINED GROOM, Well−settled, Hindu,
38, alumnus of IIT Madras (BTech &
MTech), Director in AI Company
(San Francisco, Bangalore, Trivan-
drum). UAE Golden Visa Holder. 168
cm, fair, good−looking, from a re-
puted family. Legally divorced
(brief marriage under 1 year).
Looking for a Wise, Charming, In-
telligent, Hindu Girl. Contact
Mother : 8075491499. (Not by bu-
reau)

NAIR ANIZHAM, 29yrs, BE, Data Sci-
ence IIT−M, MNC IT Chennai Set-
tled, 1.50 L/pm seeks alliance.
7338703789.

VELLALA PILLAI Boy 37/172,
Chathayam, Fair, B.E S/W
Eng.,Canada Origin: Trivandrum,
seeks alliance. Caste no bar.
9994724482, 9994724483

ARYAVYSYA, 44/180, MNC, Mumbai,
Property in Chennai, CNB. Contact:
9841551772

SCA, 32YEARS, M.E (PSGCT), MBA
(SIOM 2020−22)18 LPA Seeks Tamil
Suitable Bride, CNB, Ct: 9441677205

MUDALIAR (CNB): 32/ Handsome,
MBBS, MS Gen.Surgery doing in USA,
Elite Family, Only son, Seeks
Bride India / Abroad − Whats app
call only 9841718205 (Mother) /
8925019776

GAVARA NAIDU / born 2000/ M.Arch.
Architect & Valuer / Own Business /
Well Settled / Native Kumbakonam
Seeks Bride Ct : 9940787620.

HINDU NAIDU Gavara, 40yrs/178 cm,
Aswini PG pvt,40000 pm first Marriage
seeks unmarried Bride. Caste open for
discussion. Ct: 8248869954

MUDALIYAR 44/176 cm 24 lakhs per
annum, running own business seeks
bride CNB. 9740098865 / 9444348233

DIVORCEE HINDU. 35yrs No issues,
M.Tech, well settled Software Engi-
neer, seeking bride with no is-
sues. Caste no bar. 9841862535,
9941962421

BUSINESSMAN SETTLED Age 48. look-
ing for a understanding companion
or a life long relationship, inter-
ested persons specifically from
TamilNadu or South India Ct
9344087191

MUKKULATHOR REMARRIAGE Rich 31

175cm BE Business Kochi Kerala

seeks suitable Bride CNB Geetham

9884858014

SAIVAPILLAI 53 165cm MCA IT Engi-
neer UK Seeks UK profiles / Will-
ing to go UK CNB Geetham 9884858014

BRIDE WANTED Hindu Nadar 26yrs,B.
Tech,SWE,1.5 lp/m,well educated
family Ph: 9841329471,9380791999

VIGNESH MCA 37 Cluster Manager in
Hinduja Finance. Seeks Sozhia Vel-
laler/ Mudhaliar Bride. Ct:97905
96388

HINDU NADAR, − B.E − 29/180cm Data
Engineer − Good Salary − Chennai −
Seeking Bride Cell: 9600227299

PG DOCTOR, 47 years old, Vanniya
Kula Kshatriya, never married,
well settled/affluent, seeks unmar-
ried bride. Whatsapp−9790775789.

SAIVA PILLAI (CNB), 29, Pooradam,
BE, MS(USA), SWE, MNC seeks USA
based bride. Ct: 9444951621.

SOZHIYA VELLALAR, 30,Trichy,
D.M.E. Operation Theatre In−Charge
at M N Orthopaedic Hospital, Chen-
nai. Simple, responsible &, family−
oriented. Seeking a caring Hindu
bride from a good family back-
ground. Ct: 9710143136 / 9361266684

AGAMUDAIYAR 42 180cm MSc IT Consul-
tant seeks Bride from OBC
shunmugavalli@gmail.com Mob −
9445612997

MUDALIAR 29 BE,MBA 178cm smart
32Lacs PA, well settled family
seeks Bride, CNB Ct.8778514465/
7200866346

HINDU/OBC 38/179, B.Tech, Pvt. Ser-
vice Sector 5.5Lpa. Seeks suitable
Birde, Caste No Bar. Ct: 9944385814

NAIDU J. ARIVAZHAGAN BE−EEE, Ht
6ft. Age 29. Own Business. Monthly
Income Rs.55000. Seeking Suitable
Bride. Maduravoyal, Chennai 96005
81820

MUDALIAR, MBBS, 32, 175cm, Rich
and affluent family, having own
clinic at chennai, Seeks alliance
from non working or self employed
bride from affluent mudaliar fami-
ly, age below 28 years. Call /
Whatsapp Parents No: 9445381818

BRIDE WANTED Hindu Nadar,28yrs,CA,
2lakhs pm,well educated family
Ph:9841329471 / 9380791999

MUDALIAR 30/185 Hunk, MBBS, MS,GS,
Sundaram Hospital, 3000000 PA,
Elite Fmly, CNB. 9043991629,
9043987029

THONDAIMANDALA MUDALIYAR boy 41
B.B.A.,D.M.E Annamalai University,
Chidambaram,10Acres land owned.
Seeks Vegetarian Mudaliyar or Vege-
tarian girl.Divorcee no kids,good
family background will consider.Ct.
8668154951

HINDU NADAR 39yr MA, M.Phil, Own
Busines in Chennai. Seeks Suitable
Bride in Nellai/ Tuticorin
8637660391

IYER / AVITTAM 1988 B.Com / MBA
working in Chennai. Seeks Pure Veg
working bride. Ct : 63740 43306.

MUDALIAR 36/174 CHN IT Emp
seeks Hindu Girl Contact :-
9790877562
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Hindu Thuluvavellar, 37yrs/168cm,
Govt Staff, Income of 1.5Lakhs/PM,
Partially Blind, seeks Suitable Bride.
Contact: 9941602214 / 9789769606
Muslim, BE Civil Engineer, doing Con-
struction Business, Studied MBA (HR)
Also. Only Son Age 26, Ht 177cm Own
Houses & Shops with rental income.
Affluent well educated parents of good
status, reputed family & Religious Va-
lues seeks Suitable bride. 8925227694

CSI, NADAR, 36/175, B.Sc.,BL.,MBA.,
Advocate, 4-5L p.a seeks suitable edu-
cated Bride. No other expectation. Left
hand forearm affected.Ct:9842623913

Tamil Yadava 31yrs/180cm, BE(CSE)
AWS 32lak/ PM, Astra Zeneca, Chen-
nai, Well settled. Contact: 9790727404

BALIJA NAIDU Parents Settled in
Australia / Masters / 31 / 185Cms
/ Fair Handsome Well Settled, Gud
Fmly Values, Invites Alliance from
Similar Background. Ct:+91 73053
50270

KAMBALLATUNAICKER 32 yrs studi-
ed in Madras School of Economics
working in Natwest Bank, Scotland
(Head office) for 11yrs as Cross Port-
folio insights Manager- Credit strategy
seeking bride from Telugu speaking
people. Ph: (UK) - +44 7398 143572
Father : + 91 98401 94300

✔ KAMMA NAIDU 35/180cms, MS −
NYU, well settled in Chennai. Re-
puted family. Seeks compatible
Bride. Ph: 9962347878

REDDY, SWATHI, 30/183 BE, MS Lon-
don, Business, divorced seeks edu-
cated, good family background
girl. Naidu’s also welcome. Ct:
9710933159

DR.C.B.SARATH KUMAR, 35, Naidu Tel-
ugu speaking, PhD (Physics) Col-
lege Professor, well−settled Seek-
ing well−educated, beautiful
bride. 9791091658, 8939254271

Telugu Brahmin, 40 Years, B.Tech/
MBA, Digital Marketing Consultant,
Respectable Family, Second Marriage,
seeks suitable Brahmin Degree Girl,
20 Lpa, Contact: 9910991959, Email:
vasudeva57@yahoo.com

Balija Naidu Jul '97 V.Fair | 5'.4" |
BE,MBA IT Bengaluru. Seeks well
Educated and Working – preferably
Bengaluru / Chennai. Ph: 9952057740

Balija 29/178 BE/MBA Mesham -
Ashwini Working in Chennai Seeks
Bride Ct: 8754580155

PHD BIOTECH professional working
as Research Associate in Banga-
lore, APR 89,170 cm, seeks (SMU)
qualified, working girl −
9445714602

TN MUSLIM Syed Urdu 29/167cm
Handsome Doctor MD.DM.AIIMS, New
Delhi seeks beautiful urdu,syed/sheik
MD/M.S.religious bride TN/Pondy
Cell 9952828485

NAIDU 30/186 Hunk, MBBS, MS, MCh,
Neuro, Vijaya Hosp, 4000000.PA,
Elite Fmly, CNB. 9043991629,
9043987029

Muslim, Sunni Boy, 29/167 IT Mana-
ger Working in Chennai MNC, Salary:
32LPA. Marriage done on 08 Nov
2025, same day Girl taken Divorce.
Need well Educated Girl. Cell:-
9444376676.

REDDIYAR 54 Australian Citizen and
sister 50 both are Divorcee No is-
sues seeks suitable life partner
CT WhatsApp +61435496817

GROOMS BORN Yr.85/87, Bride:
Yr.91. All graduate. Employed. In-
vite I/II Marriage Caste No Bar.
9444132753

NAMASHIVAYA, TELUGU Veg bride 32,
her brother 30 Chennai, both well
educated & settled, clean habits
seeks upper class. Ct: 9444010000

US UK Australia All Caste Religion
1st Marriage Remarriage. 8248757840

STRUGGLING IN Life? WhatsApp at As-
tro Vedprakash 8796287768

15 Years Old TV CHANNEL for Sale.
Contact OWNER: 8925161021

BHARAT BENZ, 5528 Cement Bulker,
2019 Model, New FC, IC, Good Condi-
tion for Sale. 9840055003

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar, 42, M.E.,
working in USA SWE, for a handsome
divorced Groom Native - Nagercoil.
seeks beautiful Bride educated, willing
to go USA, 1st or 2nd Marriage. Ct:
09486472450, 09345648649

CHRISTIAN NADAR, Doctor, Divorcee
37yrs/178cm, MBBS, Dip in Cardiology
better earning lives in Nagercoil seeks
qualified/ Divorced Bride. 9003983230

MUDALIAR 42Y/180CM Wheatish,
BSc.(Elec), Credit Manager in Re-
puted Co, 8Ls PA, 1st& Late Marrg
9395398624

HINDU−BE, SWE, 34yrs, 172cms,
33LPA, Ayillam − Kadagam settled
in Bangalore, financially stable
and educated. Looking for suitable
Bride from educated family. Ct:
9845401461.

BRIDE WANTED Rich Mudaliyar,33yrs,
BE, MBA,35 lakhs PA, well educated
family in Chennai 9952619776

AUDITOR/ 46 Chennai/ Seeks Any Veg-
etarian Hindu Girl. Contact :
9884398109

CHENNAI MUDLR. PhD Tetolr Divorcd,
42yrs 170cm GM Chess Govt 24L/ Yr
Educ Simple Any Cast.girl
9884171419
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INBRIEF
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W
ith just about a
day left before
the counting of

votes in the Kerala As-
sembly elections, the role
of the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) has come
into sharp focus within the
Congress-led United De-
mocratic Front (UDF).

Should the coalition se-
cure a mandate on May 4,
the IUML is expected to
play a decisive role not on-
ly in government forma-
tion but also in shaping lea-
dership choices,

particularly the Chief Mi-
nisterial pick, at a time
when multiple Congress
leaders are vying for the
post. League leaders have
publicly �agged discom-
fort over Congress leaders
engaging in visible jockey-
ing for the top post.

Party national general
secretary P.K. Kunhalikut-
ty underscored that the de-
cision rests with the Con-
gress and would be guided
by “people’s sentiments.”

At the same time, re-
marks by IUML State presi-
dent Syed Sadikali Shihab

Thangal have drawn atten-
tion for their political un-
dertones. 

Responding to exit poll
indications that Leader of
the Opposition V.D. Sath-
eesan enjoys greater back-
ing within the Congress,
Mr. Thangal noted that the
high command would take
a call keeping in mind “the
people’s sentiment.” While
not an explicit endorse-
ment, the formulation has
been widely read as sup-
port for Mr. Satheesan.

Con�dent of securing
around 20–22 seats, the
IUML appears to be adopt-
ing a wait-and-watch ap-
proach while keeping its
options open for post-poll
negotiations. 

IUML’s role crucial as UDF
awaits Kerala poll verdict 

Holding the key: IUML Kerala chief Panakkad Syed Sadikali Shihab

Thangal  shares a light moment with P.K. Kunhalikutty. FILE PHOTO 

If the coalition secures a mandate on May 4, the IUML is expected to play a decisive role in both

government formation and the Chief Minister pick as multiple Congress leaders vie for the post

Sam Paul A.
KOZHIKODE

NEWS ANALYSIS

Telangana Jagruthi presi-
dent K. Kavitha defended
her recent criticism of Bha-
rat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
president and her father K.
Chandrashekar Rao, assert-
ing that her remarks were
aimed at his political lea-
dership and policies, not at
him as a father.

At ‘Meet the Press’ or-

ganised by Telangana State
Union of Working Journal-
ists in Hyderabad on Satur-
day, Ms. Kavitha said she
would continue to question
the failures of the BRS go-
vernment while maintain-
ing personal respect for Mr.
Rao. “I have no problems
with him as a father. But I
have ideological di�erences
with him and I will conti-
nue to criticise on policy
matters,” she said.

Kavitha defends
criticism of KCR
The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The one-man committee,
which probed the contro-
versy related to supply of
adulterated ghee to Tiru-
mala Tirupati Devastha-
nams (TTD) for prepara-
tion of laddu prasadam,
has submitted its report to
the Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment, identifying pro-
cedural and administrative

lapses.
According to sources at

the Chief Minister’s O�ce,
the report said that admi-
nistrative lapses in the TTD
had led to the adulteration.
It suggested reforms in the
eligibility criteria for the
TTD Board members and a
reduction in the number of
members by amending the
A.P. Charitable and Hindu
Religious Institutions and
Endowments Act, 1987.

Panel on laddu row
�nds lapses by TTD 
Sambasiva Rao M.
AMARAVATI

A man was arrested in Andhra Pradesh’s Sri
Sathya Sai district for allegedly digging at a forest
location for hidden treasure and for possession
of explosives. The accused hailed from
Anakapalli district and had been frequenting
Muchchalagutta in Chilamathur mandal. Police
said he spent time digging at the site believing
that treasure was buried there. Authorities seized
drilling machines, 25 gelatin sticks, batteries, and
other excavation tools from his possession.

Man on treasure hunt in
A.P. held with explosives 

The Hyderabad City Cyber Crime unit identi�ed
and facilitated the takedown of 184 social media
pro�les during April for allegedly promoting
illegal online betting, gaming applications and
fake investment schemes targeting users in India.
O�cials said continuous digital monitoring and
intelligence-based tracking led to the detection of
the pro�les which were collectively running 801
paid advertisements. 

Online pro�les promoting
illegal betting taken down

Cyberabad police in Telangana has imposed
prohibitory orders around exam centres for the
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET)
(Undergraduate) 2026 being held today. The
assembly of �ve or more persons within
200-metres of all NEET (UG) exam centres have
been prohibited. The order will be in force from
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Prohibitory orders around
NEET centres in Cyberabad

The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s (BJP’s) internal rift in
Haryana over its Rajya Sab-
ha MP Rekha Sharma’s re-
marks on former Chief Mi-
nister Bhajan Lal deepened
on Sunday, with senior
leader Kuldeep Bishnoi
warning the party of conse-
quences if she does not is-
sue an immediate apology.

Breaking his silence a
week after Ms. Sharma’s
comments at a Panchkula
election rally, Mr. Bishnoi –
Bhajan Lal’s son who
joined the BJP from Con-
gress in 2022 – posted a vi-
deo on X warning the party
against “arrogance” and
“disrespect to senior
leaders”.

“I contributed in two of
the three wins of the BJP in
Haryana Assembly elec-
tions since 2014,” Mr. Bish-
noi said in the over �ve-mi-
nute video. “Who knew the
BJP? It was because of me
and an alliance with my
party that the BJP formed
its government for the �rst
time in Haryana. Also, I en-
sured that more than 7%
dedicated vote of Bhajan
Lal was transferred to the
BJP in 2024.”

Issues warning
He added: “If you show dis-
respect to senior leaders,
the people are not going to
forget. Nor will we let them
forget. I want to say in clear
words to not compel me to
take any such step that will
ruin you completely.” The
former two-time Lok Sabha

MP said that as a “disci-
plined soldier of the BJP”
he was issuing a warning,
or else he “would have al-
ready taken the step”.

Mr. Bishnoi also object-
ed to Haryana BJP presi-
dent Mohan Lal Badoli’s re-
ferences to his father
without salutations, de-
manding that the party
must ensure that Bhajan
Lal was addressed with
respect.

At a campaign rally for
the BJP’s Panchkula mayo-
ral candidate on April 24,
Ms. Sharma had alleged
that Bhajan Lal and his son,
Congress MLA Chander
Mohan, used to win elec-
tions through “badmashi”
(hooliganism). “During
their era, they maintained
a complete grip on power
through such tactics,” she
had said.

The comments triggered
backlash from the Bhajan
Lal family and the Bishnoi
community. Mr. Mohan
sent her a legal notice de-
manding a public apology
for the “derogatory” com-
ments.Facing criticism, she
later clari�ed that she did
not intend to target a spec-
i�c individual but was re-
ferring to “misconduct and
deceit” during the 1996
Kalka Assembly election.

Rift widens within
Haryana BJP over MP’s
comments on ex-CM
Ashok Kumar
GURUGRAM

Kuldeep Bishnoi, son
of Bhajan Lal, posted
a video on X warning
the party against
“arrogance” and
“disrespect to 
senior leaders”
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However, the Bench �agged that more than 86%
of utilised funds went to road dust control, with
just 6.6% on vehicular emissions and 4.1% on bio-
mass burning — describing this as “disproportion-
ate expenditure” that must be “rationalised”.

“In the event of continued under-utilisation or
ine�ective deployment of funds, the tribunal may
consider imposition of environmental compensa-
tion. The State of Karnataka and its Urban Local
Bodies, particularly Bengaluru, shall ensure full
and e�ective utilisation of funds allocated under
NCAP and the Finance Commission within a time-
bound manner,” the order noted.

The tribunal issued 13 directions, including sec-
tor-wise implementation roadmaps within six
months, monthly review meetings in Karnataka
chaired by the Chief Secretary, and the establish-
ment of an “appropriate institutional arrange-
ment” for airshed-level coordination among
southern States. A compliance report is due in six
months.

Southern States told
to use clean air funds

From Page One

“The Trinamool is the main opponent to the BJP,
which admittedly runs and controls the Central
government. It is obvious and well known that the
Central government employees would be directly
under the control of the Centre and likely to be
susceptible to the control of persons in the BJP.
Such direct control of the BJP over them gives rise
to an apparent risk of bias, in�uence, and partisan
conduct during the process of counting of votes,”
the Trinamool submitted.

He read out from the April 13 circular, which
said that in view of the “apprehensions expressed
from various quarters regarding possible irregu-
larities during the process of counting of votes”.
He asked the court about the source of the EC’s
“so-called apprehensions” that the counting pro-
cess would be marred by irregularities.

Mr. Sibal said the Trinamool was informed of
the April 13 circular only on April 29. 

The court disposed of the Trinamool petition,
recording in its short order that the EC must fol-
low the April 13 circular in “letter and spirit”.

SC rejects Trinamool
claim of bias by sta� 

“This (the lodging of FIRs) is a calculated attempt
to divert public attention from the controversy
surrounding Chief Minister Mann’s alleged appea-
rance in an inebriated condition during the Pun-
jab Assembly session,” State BJP president Sunil
Jakhar said, addressing a press conference here.
He would meet the Punjab Governor soon and ap-
prise him of the matter, Mr. Jakhar said.

During the Special Session, the House wit-
nessed a sharp exchange of words between Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann and Congress MLAs.

On April 30, the Punjab Pollution Control
Board raided a Trident Group unit in Dhaula, soon
after the company’s chairman emeritus and Rajya
Sabha MP Rajinder Gupta defected to the BJP.

“The real face of the AAP is exposed — a party
that claims to stand for clean politics but thrives
on selective morality and convenience,” the Lead-
er of the Opposition in the Punjab Assembly, Con-
gress’s Partap Singh Bajwa, said. 

FIR against MP who 
left AAP sparks row 

F
our members of the
Chhattisgarh Polic-
e’s District Reserve

Guards (DRG) were killed
in an explosion while try-
ing to dispose of a gun-
powder dump during a
search operation in the
State’s Kanker district on
Saturday, a senior police
o�cer said.

The victims were in a
forested area under the
Chhotebethiya police sta-
tion when sacks of gun-
powder, found in an aban-
doned Maoist hideout,
exploded.

“Prima facie, during the
search operation to recov-
er the material dumped
earlier by the Maoists,
computer, monitor, prin-
ter, etc. were recovered in
the �rst dump. In another
dump nearby, �ve sacks of
�recracker powder weigh-
ing 15kg each, which were
dumped earlier by the
Maoists, were recovered.
With the help of the bomb
disposal squad, the team
in-charge and other mem-

bers were preparing to
take them out of the dump
and destroy them safely,”
Kanker Superintendent of
Police Nikhil Rakhecha
said.

According to Mr. Rakhe-
cha, the gunpowder ex-
ploded possibly due to
high temperatures and a
chemical reaction, result-
ing in severe burn injuries
that killed the victims. He
inspected the site and said
a detailed ballistic and fo-
rensic examination was un-
der way to ascertain the ex-

act cause of the blast.
P. Sundarraj, Inspector-

General of Police (Bastar
Range), called the incident
“unfortunate” and “acci-
dental”. He said that in-
spector Sukhram Vatti, and
constables Krishna Komra
and Sanjay Gadpale were
seriously injured and died
on the spot. Another con-
stable, Parmanand Komra,
died later during treat-
ment. They were all from
the DRG, a specialised anti-
insurgency unit of the
Chhattisgarh Police.

Inspector Vatti had ta-
ken part in several key anti-
Maoists operations and ri-
sen through the ranks
swiftly after starting as a as-
sistant constable and get-
ting several out-of-turn
promotions, the I-G added.

Mr. Sundarraj said that
in the past few months,
based on information pro-
vided by surrendered
Maoist cadres and other in-
puts, hundreds of hidden
IEDs were recovered and
defused by the police and
security forces in the Bas-
tar Range.

Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai paid his tributes to
the deceased security per-
sonnel. “I pay my humble
tribute to the martyred sol-
diers... I pray to God to
grant peace to the depart-
ed souls and give strength
to the bereaved families to
bear this unbearable loss,”
he said in a post on X. “The
government stands with
the martyred families...
with complete sensitivity
and �rmness. Their cour-
age, dedication, and sacrif-
ice will always be remem-
bered. Om Shanti”. 

Gunpowder dump goes
o�, kills four policemen

The victims were in a forested area when sacks of gunpowder, found

in an abandoned hideout, exploded in Kanker. FILE PHOTO

Gunpowder hidden by Maoists exploded due to high temperatures and chemical reaction, say

police; three die on the spot, one while treatment; incident happened during search operation

Shubhomoy Sikdar
RAIPUR

Mobile phones across the
country went abuzz after
Union Telecom Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
launched the cell broad-
cast alert system on Satur-
day that will warn citizens
about emergency and nat-
ural disasters in their area.

The Department of Tele-
com had already alerted ci-
tizens about the trial run of
the service on April 29 to
avoid panic, with an ap-
peal to ignore any alerts
they receive.

The test message read:
“Extremely Severe Alert.
India launched Cell Broad-
cast using indigenous tech-
nology, for instant disaster
alerting service for its citi-
zens. Alert citizens, safe
nation. No action is re-
quired by the public upon
receipt of this message.
This is a test message- Go-
vernment of India.”

The alert system was
sent across the network of
all telecom operators
across the country, except
in poll-bound States.

‘Indigenous technology’
“Union Minister for Com-
munications, Jyotiraditya

Scindia, today launched
the Cell Broadcast Alert
System, developed indige-
nously by C-DOT in collab-
oration with the National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), under
the guidance of Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah,” an o�-
cial statement said.

Through this system,
critical information related
to disasters, emergencies,
and public safety will be
transmitted directly and
instantly to citizens’ mo-
bile phones, the statement
said. The system is based
on the Common Alerting
Protocol (CAP) as recom-
mended by the UN body
International Telecommu-
nication Union. 

Centre launches
emergency alert
system for citizens

Women show their mobile

phones after receiving an alert

message on Saturday. PTI 

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

A local court in Nashik on
Saturday rejected the anti-
cipatory bail application of
Nida Khan, an accused in a
case involving allegations
of sexual exploitation and
forced religious conversion
at a TCS unit in Nashik.

The prosecution noted
that her custodial probe
was necessary in view of
“the serious nature of of-
fense registered against
her.” Ms. Nida Khan is like-
ly to appeal against the de-
cision in the Bombay High
Court. 

Another court in Nashik
granted four days’ police
custody to four arrested ac-
cused in the case till May 5.

Court denies
bail to woman
accused in
TCS case

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Iran’s judiciary chief Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei
said on Friday that his country had “never shied
away from negotiations”, but would not accept an
“imposition” of peace terms.

The White House has declined to provide de-
tails on the latest Iranian proposal, but news site
Axios reported that U.S. envoy Steve Witko� had
submitted amendments to a previous one putting
Tehran’s nuclear programme back on the nego-
tiating table. The changes reportedly include de-
mands that Iran not move enriched uranium from
bombed sites or resume activity there during
talks. News of the Iranian proposal brie�y pushed
oil prices down nearly 5%, though they remain
about 50% above pre-war levels.

Renewed con�ict with
the U.S. likely, says Iran

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has coor-
dinated the return of two
fugitives from the United
Arab Emirates. One of
them is wanted in an al-
leged ₹2,672-crore bank
fraud case.

Kamlesh Parekh, now
arrested by the CBI, was
accused in a case against
Kolkata-based Shree Ga-
nesh Jewellery House (I)
Ltd. He was brought from
the UAE on May 1. As a pro-
moter of the company, he
was allegedly involved in
cheating a consortium of
25 banks led by the State
Bank of India.

“The accused, in conspi-
racy with other promoters
and directors, facilitated
diversion of bank funds
through a network of over-
seas entities and business
activities, including in the
UAE,” said the agency.

He allegedly managed
export-related operations
and �nancial transactions
of the company and its as-

sociated entities abroad by
using fraudulent practices.

The CBI registered the
case in 2016. As the ac-
cused was absconding, an
open-ended non-bailable
warrant was issued against
him in 2019. An Interpol
Red Notice was issued in
2024. 

The UAE authorities de-
tained him based on the
notice and he was extradit-
ed to India. He arrived at
Delhi airport on May 1, af-
ter which the CBI took him
into custody.

Haryana cheating case
In the second case, the ac-
cused named Aalok Kumar

alias Yashpal Singh was
wanted by the Haryana
Police for his role in cheat-
ing, forgery, criminal con-
spiracy, and the use of
forged papers to get
passports.

“The accused was a key
conspirator in a well-or-
ganised racket involved in
procuring Indian passports
on the basis of forged doc-
uments and false informa-
tion,” said the CBI.

According to the agency,
he played a key role in
coordinating illegal activi-
ties and managing immi-
gration of such individuals. 

“Several individuals
with criminal antecedents
were facilitated by the ac-
cused in obtaining pass-
ports using fabricated
identities and addresses,”
the Central probe agency
said.

At the request of the Ha-
ryana Police, the CBI got a
Interpol Red Notice issued.
Subsequently, he was geo-
located and arrested by
UAE authorities. He was ta-
ken into custody by Harya-
na Police on May 1.

Accused in ₹2,672-crore
bank fraud case among
two extradited from UAE
Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

Kamlesh Parekh

Arti�cial Intelligence (AI) is
taking over a lot of activi-
ties that managers were
doing in organisations ear-
lier. But, taking decisions
with empathy remains
with humans, said speak-
ers at a webinar on “The
New-Age Manager: Leading
in an AI-Driven, Uncertain
World” held on Saturday.

The webinar is a part of
“The Future Career Con-
versations” series, jointly
organised by SRM Institute
of Science & Technology
and The Hindu.

The webinar was mod-
erated by M. Soundariya
Preetha, Deputy Editor at
The Hindu.

Geetha Ramamurthi,

global GCC leader and
former Managing Director
of KBR Inc, pointed out
that the role of people as
managers has evolved and
changed rapidly. AI can
carry out or supplement
some tasks that people do
such as coding, report gen-
eration, analytics, and
predictive maintenance.
What AI does not have is
emotional intelligence. It
cannot do critical thinking
and cannot empathise yet.
“So, ultimate decision

should be taken by hu-
mans,” she said.

Role of managers has
changed from being execu-
tors to becoming supervi-
sors or partners with AI.
There are organisations
that have embedded AI
agents as part of their
workforce. 

But, managers should
be able to innovate using
AI. Some roles are disap-
pearing. But those are
speci�c activities and new
roles are emerging. Manag-
ers should be ready to rein-
vent their career every
four to �ve years, she
added.

Roch Ferreira, Global
Vice-President and Head of
Corporate Marketing, Vir-
tusa Corporation, said cur-
rent technologies that are

permeating organisations
rapidly are robotics, AI,
and genetic AI. At the cor-
porates operating in the
technology space, every
employee has access to AI.
So, access to AI is not an is-
sue, he said.

Pointing out challenges,
Mr. Ferreira said there
should be a lot of unlearn-
ing of earlier concepts.
Managers should look at
how much AI they can use
to automate mundane
tasks that they were doing.
With more time on hand
then, they can progress as
functional leaders, he
added.

According to Prof. A. Vi-
nay Kumar, Pro Vice-Chan-
cellor, Science and Hu-
manities, Management,
SRM Institute of Science

and Technology, AI is here
to continue as a technology
tool. It is changing what
managers should know,
what they should be doing,
and what they become. For
instance, many managers
used to do analysis of data
to take right decisions. The
analytical framework has
now gone to AI. But, judg-
ment is some thing that
managers should do. “Rad-
ical empathy is key,” he
noted. 

A lot of complexities in
changing situations will
not be handled by AI.
Thus, the rede�ned mana-
gerial skills should be built
into managerial pro-
grammes. 

The webinar is available
at https://newsth.live/
THSRMAY

‘Decision-making stays with managers in
organisations though AI adoption is rising’
The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

The decision to allow over-
seas companies with Chi-
nese shareholding of up to
10% to invest in India un-
der the automatic route
has come into e�ect from
May 1, as the Finance Mi-
nistry has noti�ed the
changes under the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA).

In March, the Union Ca-
binet approved amend-
ments in the press note 3 of
2020 of the Department
for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT).

As per the amend-
ments, foreign companies
having a Chinese or Hong
Kong shareholding of up to
10% will be eligible to in-
vest in India in sectors
where foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) is permit-
ted under the automatic
route, subject to sectoral
conditions.

However, these relaxed
FDI rules will not apply to
entities registered in China
or Hong Kong or other
countries sharing land bor-
ders with India.

Govt. eases
FDI norms for
�rms with 10%
Chinese stake

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Ahead of leaving for Delhi
on Saturday evening, Bihar
Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary met his prede-
cessor and JD(U) president
Nitish Kumar at his new of-
�cial residence, fuelling
speculation about the pos-
sible impending Cabinet
expansion.

Mr. Choudhary’s Cabi-
net expansion is likely to
take place on May 6, after
the results of the four State
Assembly elections are an-
nounced on May 4.

Mr. Choudhary is likely
to meet senior BJP leaders
in Delhi, including party
president Nitin Nabin and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, on Sunday. 

Party insiders told The
Hindu that the list of Minis-
ters might get the �nal
shape during the meeting
with Mr. Shah and Mr.
Nabin.

“In all likelihood, it’s all
about the list to get �nal
shape for his possible Cabi-
net expansion”, a senior JD
(U) leader, preferring ano-
nymity, told The Hindu.

The NDA sources said
some new and young fac-
es, preferably women, are
likely to be inducted into
the Cabinet. However, no
o�cial con�rmation on the
expansion has come yet.

Meanwhile, Deputy
Chief Minister, Vijay Ku-
mar Choudhary, address-
ing presspersons in Patna,
said, “Mr. Choudhary is
carrying forward works
and road maps laid down
by Mr. Kumar and earlier,
he had categorically assert-
ed this to follow”.

Party sources had ear-
lier told The Hindu that
both the BJP and JD(U)
have agreed to have 16 Mi-
nisters each in the Cabinet,
along with four Ministers
from three alliance parties.

Speculation rises on
Cabinet expansion as
Samrat goes to Delhi

Bihar CM Samrat Choudhary

with JD(U) chief Nitish Kumar

in Patna on Saturday. PTI

Amarnath Tewary
PATNA

The EC noti�cation stated that during the polling
on April 29, several complaints had been received
from parties/candidates and media reports “alleg-
ing application of black adhesive tape/perfume on
Ballot Unit buttons of EVMs in favour of or against
particular parties, intimidation and obstruction of
voters; and physical, unauthorised and illegal pre-
sence of political party cadres inside Polling Sta-
tions”. There was also a war of words between
police observer Ajay Pal Sharma and Trinamool
Congress candidate Jahangir Khan. The police of-
�cer was seen in a video telling the family mem-
bers of the Trinamool candidate that he would
face action if he threatened voters.

EC announces repolling
in 285 stations of Falta
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A
repoll held in 15
booths across two
constituencies in

West Bengal’s South 24
Parganas district on Satur-
day was largely peaceful
and incident-free under
heavy security
deployment.

Voters turned out in
large numbers for the se-
cond time, with the booths
in the Magrahat Paschim
constituency recording a
turnout of 86.11%, while
the booths in Diamond
Harbour saw a turnout of
87.6% as of 5 p.m., accord-
ing to Election Commis-
sion data. This mirrors the
strong voter participation
seen during the original
polling day, and is expect-
ed to increase, as the �nal
polling �gures are yet to be
released.

Across two phases of
polling, the State saw a tur-
nout of almost 93%, the
highest in any West Bengal
Assembly election since In-
dependence, according to
the State’s Chief Electoral
O�cer. Diamond Harbour
had witnessed a 94.26%
turnout, and Magrahat Pas-
chim saw a turnout of
94.19% on the original poll-
ing day. 

The BJP’s candidate in
Magrahat Paschim, Gour
Sundar Ghosh, faced prot-
ests and “Joy Bangla” slo-
gans from Trinamool Con-
gress workers while he was
touring booths during the
repolling. 

Senior Trinamool leader
and Beleghata candidate
Kunal Ghosh claimed that
the repolls would harass
the common people. “Poll-
ing was safe and sound in
all places. In some places,
the BJP knows they may
have lost so they are crying
foul,” he said. 

BJP MP Sukanta Majum-

dar, however, claimed that
“malpractice” during vot-
ing was “Abhishek Baner-
jee’s model of democracy.”
Two of the seats where
malpractice was reported
come under the Diamond
Harbour Lok Sabha consti-
tuency, a strong bastion of
Mr. Banerjee, the Trina-
mool’s
second-in-command.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion Suvendu Adhikari wel-
comed the decision to hold
repolls, saying it should
have been ordered for
more booths, including the
entire Falta constituency.

The poll panel had re-
ceived 32 complaints of
malpractices and harass-
ment from Falta, followed
by Diamond Harbour (29),
Paschim Magrahat (13),
and Budge Budge (3). The
EC’s special observer, Sub-
rata Gupta, was sent to
fact-check the allegations
on the ground, and repolls
were ordered based on his
reports.

Protests in Falta
Protests were reported
from Falta on Saturday,
and there was a heavy de-
ployment of Central forces

in the area to keep the sit-
uation under control. 

“We want protection
and repolling here. Trina-
mool workers are threaten-
ing us; they are stopping
BJP voters from voting,” a
protester in Falta told re-
porters. 

During the original poll-
ing on April 29, a bizarre
incident was reported
from multiple booths in
Falta, where electors com-
plained that the button to
vote for the BJP on the
EVM machine was covered
with tape, preventing them
from pressing the button.
The allegations were made
by the BJP candidate from
Falta, Debangshu Panda. 

Three held
The West Bengal Police on
Saturday arrested three
persons from Falta in con-
nection with alleged post-
poll intimidation of voters,
an o�cer said, adding that
an FIR had also been
lodged against a panchayat
pradhan and another
person.

The arrested trio have
been identi�ed as Atibur
Rahman, Habib Sheikh
and Habib Molla, aides of
the Trinamool candidate
from Falta, Jahangir Khan,
he said.
(With PTI inputs)

Over 86% turnout recorded as
repoll held in 15 Bengal booths

Fresh mandate: Voters stand in queue to cast their votes during repolling for the West Bengal Assembly

election, at Magrahat Paschim in South 24 Parganas district on Saturday. ANI

Trinamool leader Kunal Ghosh says repolls lead to harassment of common people, while BJP’s Suvendu Adhikari welcomes

move; protests held in Falta amid allegations by BJP of malpractice; Central forces deployed to bring situation under control

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA The Election Commission

on Saturday appointed 165
additional counting obser-
vers and 77 police obser-
vers for counting of votes
in West Bengal on May 4.

“The Additional Count-
ing Observers and Police
Observers have been de-
ployed to ensure that the
counting proceedings are
conducted in a secure,
peaceful, intimidation-free
and transparent environ-
ment,” the commission
said in a press release.

It said that entry into the
counting centres would be
strictly based on the QR
code-based photo IDs is-
sued through the ECINET
by returning o�cers for
counting personnel, candi-
dates, and their agents.

The directions by the
Commission assume signif-
icance as the past few days
saw the Trinamool Con-
gress leadership, including
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, raising allegations
of possible irregularities at
the counting centres. Ms.
Banerjee on Thursday
night stayed put at a count-
ing centre for several hours
where electronic voting
machines (EVMs) and pos-
tal ballots of her consti-
tuency, Bhabanipur, are
stored. State Chief Electo-

ral O�cer Manoj Kumar
Agarwal has clari�ed that
there is no scope for any
wrongdoing at the count-
ing centres.

The Chief Minister on
Saturday held a meeting
with party candidates and
counting agents, in which
she assured them that the
party would emerge victo-
rious in the election and
urged the counting agents
to remain vigilant.

“Trinamool will win at
least 200+ seats, if not
more,” the party chairper-
son said, urging the count-
ing agents not to give im-
portance to the
“propaganda and cam-
paign by the BJP and its al-
lies”. During the meeting,
she also appointed former
West Bengal Director-Gen-
eral of Police and Trina-
mool leader Rajeev Kumar
as the counting observer of
the Dumdum-Barrackpore

organisational district. The
Trinamool Congress hailed
the Supreme Court direc-
tions on the commission’s
circular over the deploy-
ment of Union government
personnel for vote count-
ing in West Bengal.

The party in a press
statement claimed that the
top court’s directions vin-
dicated its stand. 

“After hearing the par-
ties, the Hon’ble Supreme
Court directed that Clause
1 of the communication
dated 13.04.2026, relating
to the appointment of
Counting Supervisors and
Counting Assistants, must
be read along with the sa-
lient feature contained in
the second page of the said
communication which
provides for random selec-
tion of both State Govern-
ment and Central Govern-
ment employees,” the
Trinamool said.

EC deploys more observers
in Bengal; CM tells counting
agents to remain vigilant
Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Police and security personnel stand guard outside a strongroom,

ahead of the counting of votes, in Kolkata on Friday. PTI

After the Supreme Court
on Saturday refused to in-
terfere with a Calcutta
High Court decision on the
deployment of Central go-
vernment o�cials for vote
counting in West Bengal,
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) accused the Trina-
mool Congress of misusing
the judicial process out of
political desperation.

At a press conference,
BJP MP and spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi said a
violence-free election in
the State had triggered an-
xiety within the
Trinamool.

“The manner in which
the Trinamool Congress at-
tempted to approach the
Supreme Court by fabricat-
ing issues out of baseless
and absurd allegations is a
re�ection of their despera-
tion and panic. In the past
10 years, the Trinamool
has approached various le-
vels of the judiciary over

80 times, and was unsuc-
cessful on every occasion,”
he said.

Stating that West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee herself had rushed
to the scene during the re-
cent searches by the Enfor-
cement Directorate on pol-
itical consultancy �rm
I-PAC, he alleged that she
did not even trust the State
government employees,
police, or her own perso-
nal sta�... the attempt to
seize power based on vio-
lence, coercion, fear, and
terror, is today crumbling
completely,” he added.

Trinamool misusing
judicial process out
of desperation: BJP

Sudhanshu Trivedi 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Gujarat Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Harsh Sanghavi on
Saturday said investment
proposals worth ₹3,53,306
crore were secured
through 2,792 memoranda
of understanding (MoUs)
signed during the two-day
Vibrant Gujarat Regional
Conference for South Guja-
rat, with the projects ex-
pected to generate 2.82
lakh direct jobs.

Addressing the valedic-
tory session, Mr. Sanghavi
said the agreements were
expected to be implement-
ed over the next three
years. He said the confe-
rence was part of e�orts by

the State government to ex-
pand the Vibrant Gujarat
initiative beyond Gandhi-
nagar to di�erent regions,
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel. He said the regional

conferences aim to con-
nect small and medium bu-
sinesses with international
markets. Representatives
from about 20 countries,
including Rwanda, the Un-
ited States, Canada, Singa-

pore, and Japan, took part
in the South Gujarat event.

Speaking at the same
event, Union Minister J.P.
Nadda said India should
use global developments to
strengthen domestic ma-
nufacturing, and reduce
dependence on external
supply chains. He said the
country needed to expand
industrial capacity, ex-
ports, and integration with
global supply networks to
meet the target of a deve-
loped India by 2047.

Mr. Nadda said policy
changes since the launch
of the Vibrant Gujarat in-
itiative in 2003 had ena-
bled a focus on investment
facilitation and removal of
administrative barriers.

2,792 MoUs inked at Vibrant Gujarat
conference; 2.82 lakh jobs expected
Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

Union Minister J.P. Nadda, along with others, at the Vibrant Gujarat

Regional Conference, in Surat on Saturday. ANI

The Supreme Court has
scheduled an open court
hearing of petitions seek-
ing a review of the top
court judgment of Septem-
ber 1, 2025 requiring in-
service teachers of Classes
1 to 8 in non-minority
schools across the country
to clear the Teachers’ Eligi-
bility Test (TET) in two
years or be “compulsorily
retired”.

A Bench of Justices Di-
pankar Datta and Manmo-
han scheduled the hearing
of the review petitions for
May 13. Currently, 45 peti-
tions are part of this conso-
lidated case. Some of the

�rst States to �le review pe-
titions in the case include
Uttar Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu.

Several interlocutory
applications had also been
�led in the case by various

stakeholders, including the
Deseeya Adhyapaka Par-
ishad (NTU Kerala), repre-
sented by advocate Tomy
Chacko, which had urged
the top court for an open
court hearing to ensure
that the grievances of thou-
sands of teachers could be
presented orally.

The Bench had taken up
the case in chambers on
April 28, but decided to
hear oral arguments in
open court. Review peti-
tions are usually heard by
circulation in the cham-
bers of the judges. The
same Bench which pro-
nounced the original judg-
ment decides the review
petitions. 

The case touches on the

livelihood of over 25 lakh
teachers. The September
2025 judgment had rea-
soned that the Right to
Education (RTE) Act of
2009, required teachers to
clear the TET. The Bench,
however, had exempted
teachers with less than �ve
years to retirement from
taking the TET.

Tamil Nadu, represent-
ed by senior advocate P.
Wilson and advocate Sa-
barish Subramanium, had
argued that the judgment
a�ected about four lakh
teachers in the State alone.
If implemented on the
ground, the State would
have to bear witness to
“classrooms without
teachers”.

SC will hear pleas against verdict on
Teachers’ Eligibility Test on May 13
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The SC Bench will take up the

review petitions on May 13. 

The Indian National Deve-
lopmental, Inclusive Al-
liance (INDIA) is likely to
meet, once the results of
the Assembly elections are
declared on May 4, to dis-
cuss the way forward on
the topic of women’s reser-
vation, which has been
tied up with the delimita-
tion exercise and expan-
sion of the Lok Sabha.

Though the Opposition
managed to defeat the
Constitution (131st Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026, in the
Lower House, its assess-
ment is that the govern-
ment may bring it again in
some other form. And the-
refore, the INDIA bloc
could meet up by mid-May
to discuss tackling the cru-
cial issue of delimitation,
which was tied to the wo-
men’s quota law, in the Bill,
sources told The Hindu.
However, no o�cial an-
nouncement has been
made.

The government had

proposed to increase the
number of Lok Sabha seats
to 816 from its present
strength of 543 after a de-
limitation exercise based
on the 2011 Census, and
o�er 33% of the seats to
women. Though the go-
vernment had assured that
each State and Union Terri-
tory will see a proportion-
ate 50% increase in the
number of seats, thereby
not altering the current
proportion of their repre-
sentation in the total
strength of the Lok Sabha,

it was not made part of the
Bill.

“The government was
hoping that Lok Sabha
members from West Ben-
gal and Tamil Nadu will not
be there [during the parlia-
mentary vote] and expect-
ed Opposition members
from Uttar Pradesh to op-
pose and abstain. That
didn’t happen and we
managed to marshal the
numbers. But the Prime
Minister [Narenda Modi]
isn’t someone who will
abandon his plan so easi-

ly,” a senior �oor manager
of an Opposition party
said.

While the Congress has
reiterated its demand that
the government discuss its
delimitation plans, it has
also been pressing for an
immediate roll-out of the
women’s quota on the cur-
rent Lok Sabha strength.

No discussion on polls
The leader said the INDIA
bloc was unlikely to dis-
cuss the just-concluded As-
sembly elections as consti-
tuents fought separately in
Kerala and West Bengal.

The Congress-led Unit-
ed Democratic Front (UDF)
fought a pitched battle
against the Left Democrat-
ic Front (LDF) in Kerala.
The Trinamool Congress,
the Left, and the Congress
have fought separately in
West Bengal.

However, leaders said
the role of the Election
Commission (EC) in the
elections, especially in
West Bengal, was sure to �-
gure in the discussions.

INDIA bloc likely to meet after May 4 
to discuss delimitation, women’s quota

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

Though the Opposition defeated the Constitution Amendment Bill,

its assessment is that the govt. may bring it back in some form. PTI

Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Saturday
launched a sharp attack on
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), alleging that its
“mask of Nari Vandana”
had slipped following an
“indecent remark” by its
Gujarat unit president
against Congress MP Geni-
ben Thakor.

In a post on X, Mr. Gand-
hi said the controversy had
exposed the BJP’s “anti-
women and Manuwadi
mindset”.

“The mask of ‘Nari Van-
dana’ is o�. This is not just
shameful — it reveals the
real face of the BJP’s Manu-
wadi, anti-women ideolo-
gy,” he said.

The remarks come in
response to a statement by
Gujarat BJP chief Jagdish
Vishwakarma, who, ad-
dressing a gathering in Ba-
naskantha, said the BJP
had wrested control of the

district panchayat after
three decades from the
pallu of Ms. Thakor’s sari.

Questioning the ruling
party’s commitment to wo-
men’s empowerment, Mr.
Gandhi asked whether
such language re�ected its
idea of respecting women.
“Is this the way the BJP
worships women? Will
they empower women?
Will they grant them
rights?” he said.

He further alleged that
the party was unable to ac-
cept women in positions of
authority. “They cannot
tolerate women challeng-
ing the establishment —
their distorted mindset is
revealed in an instant,” Mr.
Gandhi added.

“On one hand, the BJP
government insults wo-
men by making baseless al-
legations against them
even in Parliament, and on
the other hand, its leaders
insult women by making
vulgar remarks...,” Con-
gress general secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra said. 

Rahul slams Gujarat
BJP chief ’s remarks
against Congress MP
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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INBRIEF
�

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
has appointed noted lyricist and writer Prasoon
Joshi as the Chairman of Prasar Bharati.
“Prasoonji is a rare creative spirit celebrated
across the world in advertising, literature, art and
cinema, yet his heart beats unmistakably for
India. His words carry the fragrance of our soil,
and his vision re�ects the timeless essence of our
culture,” I&B Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said. Mr.
Joshi had earlier served as the Chairperson of the
Central Board of Film Certi�cation (CBFC),
Mumbai, since August 2017. In December 2025,
then Prasar Bharati Board Chairman Navneet
Kumar Sehgal had resigned from the position.

Prasoon Joshi appointed
Prasar Bharati Chairman

A four-year-old girl was sexually assaulted and
killed at Nasrapur village in Pune district of
Maharashtra. The police have arrested a
65-year-old man, and residents observed a
complete bandh in protest on Saturday after the
body was found. The incident came to light on
Friday after the girl went missing in the
afternoon. The CCTV footage later showed the
accused leading the girl by hand towards a cattle
shed. The police said the child was assaulted
inside the shed, after which the accused killed
her by hitting her with a stone. The police have
�led a case against him under charges of murder,
rape, and under the provisions of the POCSO Act. 

Four-year-old girl raped, killed
in Pune village; accused held

A 20-year-old youth was found hanging from a
bridge, with his helmet on, in Satpuli of Pauri
Garhwal district in Uttarakhand on Saturday .
Before his alleged suicide, the victim posted a
video on social media accusing local police of
physical assault after they seized his motorcycle.
The police identi�ed the deceased as Pankaj
Kumar, a resident of Retpur village, and informed
his family. The incident came to light after a local
resident alerted authorities through an
emergency call. O�cials learned that the man
had recorded a video before the incident,
alleging mistreatment by the police. (persons in
distress can call Tele-MANAS helpline - 14416) 

Uttarakhand youth kills self
alleging police harassment 

SUDOKU
�

Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

A �rst-of-its-kind module on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership philosophy has been
added to the sociology syllabus of the Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda, Gujarat. The
module, titled “Modi Tattva”, forms part of a
paper on the “Sociology of Patriotism”, under
the university’s BA and MA programmes in
sociology. Department head Virendra Singh, who
con�rmed the development to The Hindu, said
Modi Tattva re�ects the need to examine the
Prime Minister’s leadership within established
sociological frameworks. It will be taught
alongside content on the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh and other historical �gures. 

Varsity in Gujarat introduces
‘Modi Tattva’ in sociology 

Hailing from the illustrious
Chettiar family, Meena
Muthiah’s life stands as an
enduring example of ser-
vice in its highest form. In-
nately altruistic, she cham-
pioned numerous causes,
most notably the establish-
ment of educational insti-
tutions of global repute
and medical facilities dedi-
cated to the welfare of wo-
men and children.

Fondly known as ‘Aun-
ty’, Dr. Muthiah shaped
destinies and altered the
trajectories of countless
lives fortunate enough to
come within her orbit. 

A passionate patron of
culture, she was instru-
mental in the preservation
and promotion of indige-
nous art forms, and found-
ed institutions devoted to
cultural craftsmanship,
chie�y the Kumara Rajah
School of Traditional Arts
and Crafts. 

A passionate connois-
seur of theatre, she re-

mained an unwavering
supporter of stage and
screen, nurturing artistic
expression with enduring
zeal.

At the helm of several
eminent institutions, she
led with singular purpose:
to give back to society in
ways both meaningful and
transformative. Deeply
moved by the plight of the
underprivileged, persons
with disabilities, and the
marginalised, she devoted
her life to alleviating su�er-
ing and restoring dignity to
those in need.

The recipient of numer-
ous national and interna-
tional honours, her contri-
butions have been
celebrated across distin-
guished platforms, earning
her admiration far and
wide.

As we mourn her tragic
demise, we re�ect upon a
life richly lived in the ser-
vice of others. May we fo-
rever draw quiet strength
from the noble sweep of
her endeavours.

(Dr. Preetha Reddy is the
Vice-Chairperson of Apollo
Hospitals)

She shaped destinies,
altered trajectories 
of countless people

Preetha Reddy

TRIBUTE

T
he Supreme Court
has found prima fa-
cie a “ring of truth”

in a doctor’s plea that the
apnoea test, alleged to be
widely used in Kerala, is
not a conclusive assess-
ment of brain death.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta recorded the con-
tention of S. Ganapathy, a
medical professional, that
the apnoea test may by it-
self induce brain death as it
required stopping or re-
ducing cerebral blood �ow.

The court included in its
order the petitioner’s con-
tention that the best possi-
ble procedure to conclu-
sively assess the
parameters of brainstem
death would be to subject
the patient to appropriate
ancillary or supplemental
tests, including electroen-

cephalography (EEG),
four-vessel cerebral an-
giography, radionuclide
(radioisotope) angiogra-
phy, or CT angiography.

“It is urged that, in
terms of internationally ac-
cepted medical standards,
including the guidelines of
the World Health Organiza-
tion, the apnoea test ought
to be resorted to only as a
con�rmatory test and not
as the sole or primary basis
for determining brain-stem

death,” the Bench said in
an April 28 order pu-
blished on Saturday .

The State of Kerala, re-
presented by advocate
Nishe Rajen Shonker,
maintained that the pre-
scribed statutory protocols
were duly followed before
any patient was declared
brain-dead. Counsel sub-
mitted that the apprehen-
sions expressed by Mr. Ga-
napathy were unfounded
and not supported by cred-

ible scienti�c material. The
State, however, said it was
not in a position to dispute
the contention raised by
the petitioner that the ap-
noea test was the most pre-
valent in Kerala.

The petitioner alleged
that he had credible infor-
mation indicating serious
malpractices prevailing in
Kerala in relation to organ
transplantation proce-
dures. According to the pe-
titioner, patients admitted
to various hospitals in criti-
cal condition were de-
clared brain-dead even in
cases where the clinical pa-
rameters prescribed under
the law did not justify such
a determination.

The court has directed
the Head of the Depart-
ment of Neurology, AIIMS,
New Delhi, to constitute an
expert team on the issue
and submit recommenda-
tions in a sealed cover in
two months.

SC to examine plea against
apnoea test for brain death
Petitioner claims apnoea test may by itself induce brain death as it requires stopping or reducing

cerebral blood �ow; court asks AIIMS to form expert team, submit recommendations in 2 months

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Two more bodies were re-
covered from the Jabal-
pur’s Bargi dam reservoir
on Saturday, taking the toll
in the cruise tragedy to 11,
o�cials said.

According to o�cials, at
least 200 personnel of the
Indian Army, the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), Madhya Pradesh’s
State Disaster Emergency
Response Force (SDERF),
and local administration as
well as local �shermen are
involved in the search op-
eration that has been going
on for three days now, in
an expanded area with the
help of advanced
equipment.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Jabalpur Collector Ragh-
vendra Singh said that, on
Saturday evening, bodies
of two children were found
�oating about 100 metres
from the accident spot.
The children have been
identi�ed as Viraj Soni, 5, a
resident of Jabalpur, and

Tamilvendan Arya, 5, a re-
sident of Tiruchi in Tamil
Nadu. The two remaining
victims are Tamilvendan’s
father Kamraj Arya, 39,
and Mayuram, 7.

Mr. Singh denied that
there was any restriction
or warning for cruise oper-
ations from the meteorolo-
gy department. 

A high-level committee
has been formed by Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav to probe the
incident and has been
asked to submit its report
within 15 days.

Jabalpur tragedy toll
rises to 11 as bodies
of 2 children found

11 bodies have been recovered

and 28 rescued. ANI

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

In the age of YouTube and
Net�ix, a folk theatre play
has not just survived but
thrived for 25 years. The
remarkable achievement
of Swang Jaani Chor, led by
Satish Georgy Kashyap —
popularly called the ‘King
of Swang’ — has turned at-
tention to a journey that
began inside Hisar jail in
2001 and travelled from
village chaupals (gather-
ings) to international festiv-
als. 

Swang, or Saang, is a
centuries old dialogue-dri-
ven folk form from Harya-
na, Uttar Pradesh, and Ra-
jasthan. 

It blends music, poetry,
farce, and dance, usually
in open-air settings.
Among its best-loved sto-
ries is Jaani Chor, the tale
of a witty, Robin Hood-like
thief who outsmarts the
rich and corrupt. 

Under Mr. Kashyap’s di-
rection, the classic has

been reimagined without
losing its rustic spirit.

Sustaining legacy
Mr. Kashyap has brought
together veteran folk ar-
tists and young perform-
ers, creating an intergener-
ational exchange on stage.
Traditional live music, lo-
cal dialects and expressive
acting were retained, while
pacing and staging were
adapted for modern au-
diences. “The journey is
not just about a play, but

about reclaiming and sus-
taining a cultural legacy,”
Mr. Kashyap said.

“From the walls of Hisar
jail to international plat-
forms, Swang Jaani Chor
represents the voice of the
people and the timeless re-
levance of folk traditions,”
he added.

Gatherings to global 
Over two decades, Mr.
Kashyap has not just taken
Swang from open-air chau-
pals to structured auditori-

um stages but also collabo-
rated with artists like
Sandhya Sharma and Alpa-
na Suhasini, bringing wo-
men into lead roles in a tra-
ditionally male-dominated
art form. 

He also helped intro-
duce Saang into youth fes-
tivals and staged at the Na-
tional School of Drama
(NSD), Bharangam,
Theatre Olympics, and in-
ternational venues in Den-
mark, Sweden and Austra-
lia. The troupe has also
performed for Sangeet Na-
tak Akademi, SPIC MACAY,
Prithvi Theatre and NZCC.

The journey began in
2001 with a full-length pro-
duction in Hisar jail, where
theatre doubled up as a
tool for reform and con-
nection with marginalised
audiences. 

From there, Jaani Chor
moved to village chaupals,
then to university stages,
national festivals, and �nal-
ly to global platforms. “For
the �rst time in India, a
folk theatre play has sur-

vived in the ever-changing
time of YouTube or Net-
�ix,” organisers noted. 

The story of Jaani Chor
follows a gentleman thief
who uses wit and disguise
to challenge kings and
authorities. Rich with hu-
mour, satire and social
commentary, it delivers a
moral victory of good over
evil while keeping enter-
tainment at its core. The
recent production stayed
rooted in linguistic authen-
ticity, creating an immer-
sive experience that scho-
lars and community
members praised for its
creativity and cultural
depth.

Mr. Kashyap, a quali�ed
veterinary surgeon who
left his job to pursue folk
performance, later trained
in commedia dell’arte in
Copenhagen. 

His work pays homage
to pioneers like Pandit
Lakhmi Chand, Dhanpat
Singh, Pandit Mange Ram,
Chander Badi, and Ali
Baksh of Rewari.

A pioneer artist takes Swang, a folk art, from
village gatherings to international audiences
Ashok Kumar
GURUGRAM

Satish Georgy Kashyap, left, performing with a co-artist in a Swang,

a folk play. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Meena Muthiah, educa-
tionist, philanthropist, and
prominent citizen of Chen-
nai, passed away in Ooty
on Saturday. She was 91.

Sources close to her said
that she died in her sleep
around 5 a.m. at her sum-
mer getaway in Ooty. Her
mortal remains will be
�own to Chennai on Satur-
day evening. 

On Sunday, the funeral
cortège will leave her
house in Raja Annamalaip-
uram around 9 a.m. Her
last rites will be performed
at the Mylapore crematori-
um between 9 a.m. and 11
a.m.

Distinguished legacy
A graduate of Madras Un-
iversity in 1954, Dr. Muth-
iah completed her Masters
and, subsequently in 2002,
her Ph.D from Annamalai
University. Her doctoral
thesis was on the Origin
and Development of Tan-
jore Painting. 

The Kumara Rajah
Muthiah School of Tradi-
tional Arts and Crafts set

up by her has trained over
300 students in the Tan-
jore style of art. 

She was also the reci-
pient of the Living Craft
Treasure Award for 2016-
17, presented by Poompu-
har, Government of Tamil
Nadu, for promoting Tan-
jore painting.

Dr. Muthiah was mar-
ried to M.A.M. Muthiah
Chettiar, industrialist. She
played a big part in raising
M.A.M.M. Annamalai
Muthiah and Preetha Red-
dy, Vice-Chairperson,

Apollo Hospitals. She was
the Secretary and Corres-
pondent of a number of
educational institutions,
including Chettinad Vi-
dyashram, Rani Meyyam-
mai Girls’ Higher Secon-
dary School, and
Kumararani Dr. Meena
Muthiah College of Arts
and Science. 

Women emancipation
While her philanthropy
portfolio ran across a wide
range of causes, much of
her work revolved around

emancipation of women
through education. The
�agship Chettinad School,
which started in 1986, en-
rols 9,000 students and in-
cludes a playpen, a wing
for music, performing arts
and painting, an academy
for languages, an astrono-
my centre, and day time
boarding for children.

Apart from the educa-
tional institutions, Dr.
Muthiah was, at di�erent
times and in di�erent ca-
pacities, associated with
the Spastic Society of Ta-
mil Nadu, Slum Relief As-
sociation, Madras Volun-
tary Blood Bureau,
Bangalore Medical Trust
Blood Bank, T.T. Ranga-
nathan Clinical and Re-
search Centre, Voluntary
Health Services, Tamil Na-
du State Social Welfare
Board for two terms, In-
dian Cultural Centre, Vic-
toria Technical Institute
and its women’s section,
International Red Cross,
University Women’s Asso-
ciation, Tamil Nadu Wo-
men’s Cricket Association,
Women’s Co-operative
Stores, and the Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan.

Meena Muthiah, noted educationist
and philanthropist, passes away
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

MEENA MUTHIAH (1934-2026)

Uttar Pradesh Congress
president Ajay Rai, who
was admitted to a private
hospital in Lucknow on Sa-
turday, said he would soon
be back in public service
full of energy.

“With the immense
grace of Baba Vishwanath
and the blessings of the
prayers of all of you, I am
feeling completely healthy
now... I will soon be back
in public service with full
energy,” Mr. Rai said on so-
cial media platform X.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi
wished Mr. Rai a speedy
recovery.

The hospital has issued
a medical bulletin: “He was
unconscious. Initial tests
revealed hyponatremia.
He is currently being treat-
ed under the supervision
of critical care specialist
Dr. Dilip and his team.”

U.P. Congress
chief Ajay Rai
hospitalised

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW
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Singapore Airlines (SIA) executive Vinod Kannan
and Air India’s (AI) commercial head Nipun
Aggarwal are the two frontrunners to become
the new CEO of AI, two sources with direct
knowledge of the matter said. The development
suggests the search for a new CEO to lead India’s
second-largest airline is nearing completion, after
New Zealander Campbell Wilson said last month
he had resigned as the airline faced persistent
losses and regulatory scrutiny. The board of Tata
Sons, the majority owner of the airline, is
discussing both names, a source said. No �nal
decision has been taken and it is possible another
candidate may emerge as the favorite. A Tata
Sons spokesperson did not respond to a request
for comment. AI declined to comment. Mr.
Aggarwal and Mr. Kannan did not respond to text
messages for comment. SIA holds a roughly 25%
stake in AI with the rest with Tata Sons. REUTERS

‘SIA’s Kannan, AI’s Aggarwal in
race for Air India CEO post’

INBRIEF
�

The government has appointed Rohit Jain as
Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India for
a three-year term. Mr. Jain is replacing T. Rabi
Sankar, whose extended tenure ended on
Saturday. The Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet has approved his appointment for a
period of three years from the date of joining the
post on or after May 3, sources said on Saturday.
Mr. Jain is currently Executive Director at the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI). As per the RBI Act,
1934, RBI should have four deputy governors,
two from within the ranks, a commercial banker
and an economist to head the monetary policy
department. The other three deputy governors
are Swaminathan J, Poonam Gupta and S. C.
Murmu. Mr. Sankar was �rst appointed Deputy
Governor in 2021 for three years and given
one-year extensions in 2024 and 2025. PTI

Centre appoints Rohit Jain 
as RBI Deputy Governor

I
n India’s �rst interna-
tional shipyard acqui-
sition, Mazagon Dock

Shipbuilders Limited
(MDL) last month acquired
a 51% stake in Sri Lanka’s
Colombo Dockyard PLC
(CDPLC) for ₹250 crore,
boosting India’s maritime
presence in the Indian
Ocean Region. The move is
seen as both strategically
and commercially signi�-
cant for both countries.

“This acquisition holds
long-term signi�cance for
bilateral ties. CDPLC is a
strong company with
sound business practices.
The move is mutually be-
ne�cial and has generated
goodwill in Sri Lanka. We
see signi�cant synergies,”
said Captain Jagmohan,
CMD, MDL.

MDL, a defence public
sector undertaking, has a
market capitalisation of
more than ₹1.1 lakh crore.
It recently reported conso-
lidated revenue of
₹13,006.31 crore, re�ecting
a 14% year-on-year growth.

The acquisition initially
triggered concerns in Sri
Lanka about control over
strategic assets and that
CDPLC will be used for In-
dia’s defence manufactur-
ing. These apprehensions
have since eased, with the
deal contributing to a tur-
naround in CDPLC’s �nan-
cial position.

How it happened
By January 2025, CDPLC
was in a tough situation af-
ter its long-time majority
shareholder, Japan’s
Onomichi Dockyard Com-
pany Ltd. decided to exit.
Expression of Interest was
issued, attracting multiple
bidders with MDL emerg-
ing as the successful one.

On June 27, 2025, MDL’s
board approved an invest-
ment of ₹452 crore and

authorised a tripartite
agreement with CDPLC
and Onomichi. The propo-
sal was scrutinised by the
Indian Ministry of Defence
and received in-principle
approval from the Defence
Minister followed by clea-
rance from the Depart-
ment of Investment and
Public Asset Management.

MDL later completed
the acquisition with a total
outlay of about $53 million
(₹452 crore). On April 11,
2026, the �rm told share-
holders the deal was done
e�ective 7 April 2026. Cap-
tain Jagmohan assumed
charge as non-executive
chairman of CDPLC.

$40 mn infusion 
Soon after, the acquisitoin
infused $40 million into
the dockyard. 

The acquisition expand-
ed CDPLC’s access to glo-
bal markets, Indian clients,
and new contracts. It se-
cured its largest-ever ship-
building order — two ad-
vanced cable-laying and
repair vessels for France’s
Orange Marine, valued at
about $150 million. It also
signed an MoU with the
Dredging Corporation of
India for vessel repairs.

MDL clari�ed the opera-

tions at Colombo Dockyard
will stay commercial, ad-
dressing concerns about
defence-related activities.
For India, the deal o�ers
both commercial gains and
a strategic foothold in Sri
Lanka’s largest shipyard.

New opportunities
With a presence at Colom-
bo Port, MDL plans to ex-
pand ship repair opera-
tions, a high-margin
segment with strong em-
ployment potential via an-
cillary industries.

The �rm also sees op-
portunities in Sri Lanka’s
Dockyard General Engi-
neering Services (Pvt.)
Ltd., which provides engi-
neering and infrastructure
services across marine, pe-
trochemical and power
sectors. “Employment will
rise as ancillary industries
grow. There is also strong
potential in large storage
tank construction,” Cap-
tain Jagmohan said.

MDL may explore op-
portunities at Trincomalee
Port — one of the world’s
largest natural harbours
—and at Hambantota Port,
a key deepwater hub on
major shipping routes that
was leased to a Chinese
joint venture in 2017 for 99

years due to Sri Lanka’s
debt repayment issues.

For Sri Lanka, the acqui-
sition comes at a critical
time. CDPLC faced years of
�nancial strain due to mul-
tiple global disruptions
and was burdened by hea-
vy debt. The exit of Onom-
ichi left it seeking a strateg-
ic investor with about
10,000 livelihoods at stake.

“For us, this means ac-
cess to the Indian market,
skill development for our
workforce, expanded R&D
capabilities, and improved
access to credit,” said Thi-
mira Godakumbura, MD
and CEO, CDPLC.

With fresh capital infu-
sion and new orders, the
CDPLC expects revenue to
rise 20% this �nancial year.

Mr. Godakumbura also
highlighted the potential
for skill development via
collaboration with India’s
maritime ecosystem and
premier institutions.

Initial concerns about
defence-related activities
have subsided, he added.
“Over the next three years,
we are focused on pro�ta-
bility and growth. This
partnership can become a
�agship investment and a
model for future collabora-
tions,” he said.

Mazagon Dock breathes 
new life into CDPLC

New horizon: SCI’s Swarna Pushp undergoing repairs at the Colombo Dockyard.  SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Acquisition, signalling India’s global shipbuilding push, is seen as strategically, commercially

signi�cant for both countries; expands Colombo Dockyard’s access to global markets, India clients 

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

India-linked LPG super-
tanker Sarv Shakti has
sailed out of the Strait of
Hormuz, marine tra�c da-
ta showed on Saturday.

The Marshall Islands-
�agged very large gas car-
rier (VLGC), with an Indian
crew aboard, is carrying
around 45,000 tonne of
LPG, according to reports. 

According to marine-
tra�c.com, the ship has
crossed the narrow water-
way and is heading to-
wards the Gulf of Oman.

The vessel, which had
been in the Persian Gulf ev-
er since the West Asia war
broke out, had set sail from
Ghantoot in the UAE on
March 3, showed marine-
tra�c.com. 

The VLGC crossed the
chokepoint between Iran
and Oman’s Musandam Pe-
ninsula, becoming the �rst
India-linked LPG tanker to
cross the Strait of Hormuz
after the U.S. enforced a
blockade of the strait on
April 13 as talks between
U.S. and Iran fell through.

AIS alert 
While sailing, Sarv Shakti
broadcast ‘India/Indian
crew’ on the automatic
identi�cation system (AIS),
a common practice among

vessels transiting the wa-
ters in the region amid the
war. The ship hugged the
Iranian coastline, its
course showing that it had
followed the route ap-
proved by Iran last month. 

A map released by Iran
had marked a portion of
the strait near the Oman
coast as ‘hazard zone’, in-
dicating that it may have
been mined.

Vital for energy supply
Sarv Shakti is among the
several ships critical for
supply of India’s energy
needs that were marked by
the government for evac-
uation when the war start-
ed on February 28.

Reports said the Indian
Oil Corporation was the
ship’s charterer, although
IOC is yet to con�rm.

LPG tanker, linked 
to India, crosses 
Strait of Hormuz

Route taken by Sarv Shakti

while crossing Strait of Hormuz. 

Debayan Tewari
CHENNAI

Kotak Mahindra Bank re-
ported a 13% year-on-year
(YoY) growth in standalone
net pro�t for the fourth
quarter ended March 31 to
₹4,027 crore.

The board recommend-
ed dividend of ₹0.65 per
equity share having face
value of ₹1. For the FY26

net pro�t at ₹ 14,008 crore,
grew 2% (excluding gain on
ZKGI divestment). 

Net interest income rose
8% to ₹7,876 crore while
net interest margin was
lower at 4.67% (4.97%). Q4
provisions slid to ₹516
crore, down 43%. As at
March 31, GNPA was 1.20%
and NNPA 0.25% (GNPA
was 1.42% and NNPA 0.31%
as at March 31, 2025).

Kotak bank Q4 PAT
rises 13% to ₹4,027 cr,

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Pharmaceutical MSMEs
are grappling with accum-
ulated input tax credit
(ITC) in the wake of GST
2.0 reforms coming to
hugely aggravate the issue
of inverted duty structure.

While bene�tting con-
sumers, the reforms have
also brought dispropor-
tionate �nancial stress to
MSME manufacturers. The
structural imbalance may
lead to reduced manufac-
turing capacity, supply dis-
ruptions, higher imports
and employment instabili-
ty, the Pharmaceuticals Ex-
port Promotion Council of
India (Pharmexcil) said.

Highlighting challenges
such enterprises face, the
pharma exporters body
said post GST 2.0, the
Goods and Services Tax on
�nished formulations have
been reduced to 5%. In the
case of certain lifesaving
drugs, there is no GST.

18% for inputs
Inputs or raw materials
such as active pharmaceut-
ical ingredients (APIs), ex-
cipients and packaging ma-
terials, however, continue
to attract 18% GST. This has
led to widening of the in-
version gap from the ear-
lier 6% (18% vs. 12%) to 13%
now (18% vs 5%). Conse-
quently, it is leading to sub-
stantial accumulation of
ITC by the units, Pharmex-
cil director general Raja

Bhanu wrote in a commu-
nication to the members.

Seeking inputs for a col-
lective representation
which Pharmexcil would
submit to the Ministry con-
cerned, he also cited the
recent feedback of the
members on structural
changes under GST 2.0.

The accumulation of
ITC has led to multiple is-
sues for the units, from
working capital getting
blocked on account of un-
utilised ITC, increased bor-
rowing and interest bur-
den, margin pressure
under Drug Price Control
Order (DPCO) restrictions
to export disadvantage on
upfront GST payment on
inputs, delayed refunds.

Pharmexcil is inviting
members’ comments on
GST rate alignment bet-
ween inputs and outputs to
remove inversion; details
of ITC accumulated in
three �nancial years begin-
ning 2023-24 as also pend-
ing GST claims as on date.

‘Pharma MSMEs hit
by inverted duty’

The GST reforms have brought

huge financial stress to MSMEs.

N. Ravi Kumar
HYDERABAD

The Mumbai–Pune Ex-
pressway Missing Link,
opened to public on Friday
would reduce travel time
and strengthen Maharash-
tra’s industrial ecosystem
said Deepak Garg, chair-
man, CII Maharashtra.

It is called the “Missing
Link” because it represents
the originally planned yet
long-unbuilt, �nal section
designed to bypass the 19
km Khandala Ghat section.

Completed in 2026, this
13.3-km long project built
at a cost of ₹6,700 crore
o�ers a faster and safer
route, reducing travel time
by 25–30 minutes.

“Enhanced connectivity
will improve logistics e�-
ciency, reduce costs, and
boost investor con�dence,
enabling businesses to
scale operations more ef-
fectively,” he said.

“Continued investment
in infrastructure is essen-
tial for building a competi-
tive business environment
and sustaining economic
growth in the State.

On what the project
means for Pune’s real es-
tate Rohit Gupta, MD, Man-
tra Group said “ By cutting
travel time and making the
Mumbai–Pune corridor
smoother and safer, it
strengthens Pune’s appeal
for both end-users and in-
vestors from Mumbai.”

Missing Link
to support
economic
growth: CII

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI
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SCIENCE

The industry’s current tools can measure co�ee
strength but can’t separate roast colours.
Researchers used cyclic voltammetry to pass a
current through brewed co�ee and found the
electrical response revealed the strength. They
also found the roast colour was related to how
much ca�eine stuck to the electrode and blocked
the current. The team used the method to spot a
bad batch of co�ee a roaster had rejected while
extant tools couldn’t detect the �aw.

Electric method can identify
co�ee strength and roast

Before antiretroviral therapy (ART) became
available, HLA-B alleles (gene variants) helped
people live longer and reduced risk of mothers
passing HIV to infants. However,
disease-susceptible alleles led to faster illness. A
study in South Africa has shown that without
medical intervention, this natural selection
would have doubled the frequency of protective
genes by 38% over 45 years. ART has however
radically slowed this genetic shift, ensuring
survival no longer depends on a person’s speci�c
HLA-B genes.

ART ensures survival doesn’t
depend on genetic lottery

Dust storms are being found to play a role in the
earth’s water cycle. A study has reported that
weekly rainfall totals after a dust storm can be 9.6
mm higher than during dust-free periods, as dust
particles act like ice nuclei and help form clouds
and boost downpours. The study also found dust
in the air enhanced the odds of heavy rainfall.
The �ndings reveal dust storms are a powerful
driver of global precipitation patterns.

Dust storms ‘boost’ rainfall 
by helping clouds form

SNAPSHOTS
�

Why does a loud vehicle
passing nearby make the
heart pound?

The pounding is a
neurological re�ex as well
as due to a physical e�ect.
When we are startled by a
sound, the re�ex can be
activated within 150 ms,
which is faster than acting
due to conscious thought.
This is because the sound
travels from the cochlea
through the brainstem to
the amygdala, which treats
the noise as a potential
threat before it has been
identi�ed.
The amygdala alerts the
hypothalamus, which
activates the sympathetic
nervous system, which
triggers the adrenal glands
to release adrenaline into

the blood. Epinephrine
binds to receptors in
cardiac muscle and
increases the rate and
force of contractions.
Second, large
single-cylinder engines like
on the Royal En�eld Bullet
also produce signi�cant
energy in the infrasound
and low-frequency range
(15-50 Hz), just around the
hearing threshold. The
thoracic and abdominal
cavities resonate around
50-60 Hz and 4-8 Hz
respectively. So the body
can experience a somatic
sensation that can
reinforce the threat signal
coming from the audible
sound.

Question Corner

Quick re�ex

Readers may send their questions /
answers to science@thehindu.co.in

The particle physics rule-
book, called the Standard
Model, predicts the pro-
perties of most subatomic
particles with such preci-
sion that those few proper-
ties found to di�er in expe-
riments have frustrated
physicists. This is why
they’re keenly looking for
cracks in the Model — parts
where it can be updated —
that could cover the ano-
malous �ndings as well.

One such crack is the g-2

anomaly. A muon is a sub-
atomic particle that be-
haves like a spinning mag-
net, so when placed in a
magnetic �eld, it wobbles.
A �gure, g, denotes the
strength of this wobble.
The model says it should
be just above 2 but many
experiments have found a
higher value.

However, a new study
published by an interna-
tional team in Nature sug-
gests the Model might be
�ne. Reasoning that pre-
vious calculations were

just less accurate, the team
published an updated set
according to which the Mo-
del’s prediction is roughly
0.000015% from the value
measured in experiments.

The team focused on
the hadronic vacuum po-
larisation, a number asso-
ciated with the muon and
extremely di�cult to calcu-
late. It accounts for feeble,
short-lived particle e�ects
that subtly alter the muon’s
motion. “It is challenging
to calculate because it is in
an energy regime where

the strong nuclear force
becomes too strong for
usual computational tech-
niques to hold water,” IISc
Centre for High Energy
Physics assistant professor
Nirmal Raj said.

The team combined lat-
tice QCD, a technique that
uses powerful supercom-
puters to simulate how
particles interact on a grid,
with data from particle col-
liders to reach 0.48% preci-
sion, �nding the Model’s
prediction and experimen-
tal data nearly matched.

This said, the research-
ers acknowledged that
their new value for one
part of the calculation,
called the intermediate
window, di�ers from pre-
vious estimates by 4.3 stan-
dard deviations. That is,
they replaced the con�ict
between theory and expe-
riment with a con�ict bet-
ween two ways to calculate
the Model’s own predic-
tion. Now, the scienti�c
community awaits more
data from experiments like
the MUonE collaboration

at CERN and J-PARC in Ja-
pan. “This result gives sig-
ni�cant weight to the no-
tion that there had been no
discrepancy with the Stan-
dard Model after all,” Dr.
Raj said. He added that
since the 2001 measure-
ment of g at Brookhaven
National Laboratory in the
U.S. — a benchmark against
which the Model’s predic-
tions have been compared
— “we only had to wait for
two-and-a-half decades for
lattice QCD to come of
age”.

As calculations catch up, muon anomaly nearly vanishes
Vasudevan Mukunth

T
extile shops and
jewellery show-
rooms blast cold
air onto the

street in T. Nagar, Chennai,
where the summer tem-
perature often hits 35 °C.

These ACs also contri-
bute to urban heat-islands,
making the area one of the
most vulnerable spots ex-
hibiting signi�cantly high-
er temperatures than other
areas in Chennai, Deena
Hari Krishna, project man-
ager, Auroville Consulting,
a U.N.-backed centre advis-
ing on policies and sustain-
able practices, said.

To mitigate heat, build-
ings here may require pas-
sive cooling and ventilation
using mechanical fans that
suck out hot air; operation-
al advisories to set AC tem-
peratures at 24-26 °C; and
introducing energy e�-
cient cooling systems. Ho-
wever, mitigating heat in T.
Nagar may look completely
di�erent from other locali-
ties, he said.

Heat mitigation is inte-
grated in Chennai’s Third
Master Plan, led by Chen-
nai Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority, and sup-
ported by C40 Cities and
Community Jameel. It aims
to build climate resilience
and improve adaptive ca-
pacity to manage �ood
risks and heat islands by
focussing on vulnerable
spots based on surface
temperature and building
density, Mr. Krishna said.

Such localised planning
for climate action is just
emerging in India, experts
pointed out. While all In-
dian States and Union Ter-
ritories have drafted or �-
nalised their climate action

plans, there are several ob-
stacles to implementation,
including inadequate lea-
dership, institutional bar-
riers or the quality of the
plans, according to Oxford
Policy Management.

Nambi Appadurai, di-
rector of the Climate Resi-
lience Practice at World Re-
sources Institute-India said
that while early SAPCCs
were often hurriedly con-
ducted with a top-down
approach, the second ver-
sions are more e�ective.

Chandra Bhushan, foun-
der-CEO of iFOREST, said
integrating climate goals
into State executive and le-
gislative processes, such as
requiring environment de-
partments to present an-
nual progress reports to
their respective Assem-
blies, has been a useful
way to drive on-ground ac-
tion. 

Mr. Appadurai said,
“Most climate plans lack
clear ownership. But there

are exceptions.” For in-
stance, Odisha has cracked
climate budgets, allowing
them to track exactly
where money is spent. Ker-
ala has started to excel at
disaster management.
Madhya Pradesh has esta-
blished a robust know-
ledge platform for climate
activities. Tamil Nadu is at
the forefront of climate ac-
tion in India due to signi�-
cant government buy-in,
multi-sectoral e�orts, and
proactive investment, Mr.
Appadurai said. In 2024, it
established the Tamil Nadu
Green Climate Company
(TNGCC), a nodal agency
for all climate action. Mr.
Appadurai is on its govern-
ing council.

The Council on Energy,
Environment and Water
(CEEW) has collaborated
with cities across India to
integrate scienti�c tools to
help cities measure the im-
plementation of HAPs.

Vishwas Chitale, fellow

and lead, Climate Resi-
lience at CEEW, gave the
example of Thane’s heat
task force committee,
which uses a ‘responsibili-
ty matrix’ designed to
strengthen inter-depart-
mental coordination focus-
ing on preparedness, res-
ponse, and long-term
mitigation. 

Srinivas Krishnaswamy,
CEO of New Delhi-based
environment nonpro�t Va-
sudha Foundation, said da-
ta portals can help close
the gap between raw data
and actionable policy. For
example, the portal of the
Union government’s Re-
vamped Distribution Sec-
tor Scheme provides State-
wise progress on power in-
frastructure upgrades and
tracks losses, allowing go-
vernments at all levels to
monitor compliance and
adjust funding priorities.

The PM Surya Ghar por-
tal tracks rooftop solar
adoption across States.

Vasudha Foundation
and NITI Aayog developed
the ‘India Climate and
Energy Dashboard’ to inte-
grate data from various mi-
nistries and departments
into a holistic picture of the
national-level trajectory.
Mr. Krishnaswamy said it
has logged more than 6
lakh users since 2023, in-
cluding from government
ministries, academics, and
industry.

Governments can in-
clude a climate lens in all
their development and in-
frastructure plans, Mr.
Bhushan said. “Good adap-
tation is good development
through a climate lens,”
Mr. Appadurai added.

In Maharashtra’s Ratna-
giri, the administration
and iFOREST launched a
district development-cum-
climate action plan in Fe-
bruary. Instead of a sepa-
rate climate document, it
integrated climate resi-
lience directly into the
three-year development
plan, Mr. Bhushan said.

Drafting it brought to-
gether senior o�cials from
the district administration,
line departments, and re-
presentatives from the
State environment depart-
ment, plus technical ex-
perts and local stakehol-
ders. 

Mr. Chitale said with the
16th Finance Commission
recommending making
heatwaves a nationally not-
i�ed disaster, a signi�cant
amount of �nance will be-
come available for cities to
strengthen their heat
resilience.
(Mahima Jain is a resident
fellow at the Climate
Change Media Hub, Asian
College of Journalism,
Chennai)

How States are turning
heat-action plans into mandates

Mahima Jain

While States have drafted climate action plans, implementation often faces institutional hurdles and a lack of clear

ownership; experts suggest embedding environmental goals within departmental budgets and development schemes 

The COVID-19 pandemic
was a watershed moment
for our country. While the
pharmaceutical sector was
robust, it lacked the capac-
ity to produce specialised
molecular components at
scale. At the start of 2020,
nearly all of the 20-plus
reagents and enzymes re-
quired for making the vac-
cine kits were imported.
Supplies were also vulnera-
ble as the countries where
these came from struggled
with their own outbreaks.

The pandemic brought
to light bottlenecks in the
supply chains that support
research, development,
and manufacturing in the
biotechnology and health
sectors. Vast arrays of spe-
cialty reagents are re-

quired to drive innovation
in new therapeutics and to
make accurate diagnostic
kits.

One example is nucleo-
tides and their analogs. Nu-
cleotides are the building
blocks of DNA and RNA.
Clever chemical modi�ca-
tions of these compounds
give us nucleotide analogs.
When used in PCR kits, the
analogs have greater sensi-
tivity in the diagnosis of
diseases such as tuberculo-
sis and dengue.

Some analogs are used
as therapeutics. The antivi-
ral drug remdesivir can
stop the virus from prolif-
erating. During the pan-
demic, modest evidence
suggested that it could re-
duce the time to recovery
from a severe COVID-19 in-
fection. Other exotic nucle-
otide analogs have been
used to silence genes — as
in the case of the enzyme
responsible for overpro-
ducing oxalate, which ends
up forming kidney stones.

News headlines focus
mainly on breakthroughs
in curing diseases. The in-
frastructure needed to en-
able that research gets little
attention except in times of
crisis. Thanks to the les-
sons learnt during the pan-
demic, the industry that
makes specialty biochemi-
cal reagents and laboratory
products is now in a phase
of high growth. But the go-
ing is not easy for the inno-
vation-driven small and
medium Indian companies

that make these products.
They have to compete with
large multinationals that
dominate this sphere
worldwide.

Indeed, many small
companies start o� as dis-
tributors of imported pro-
ducts. The Hyderabad-
based company Biochem
Desk, headed by research-
er-turned-entrepreneur
Shraddha Goenka, started
o� two decades ago as a
distributor and now manu-
factures high-purity cus-

tom nucleotides and pro-
vides deep technical
support required to use
these exotic chemicals at
R&D institutions. Similarly,
other small- and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs)
like Mylab Discovery Solu-
tions in Pune and Chennai-
based MagGenome Tech-
nologies chip away at In-
dia’s 80% import
dependence for high-end
laboratory supplies.

But there are many reg-
ulatory hurdles that Indian
startups in this space face.
Maintaining high-level reg-
ulatory compliance can af-
fect SMEs more than large
multinationals. Inverted
duty structures mean that
they import their starting
material and equipment at
a much higher tax rate
while selling their �nished
kits at lower tax slabs.

Government pro-
grammes such as the Bio-
pharma SHAKTI initiative
and the BioE3 Policy, that
promote biotech start-ups,

will create a growing de-
mand for reagents, molec-
ular biology kits, and cell
and tissue culture pro-
ducts. There are now
around 11,000 biotech star-
tups in the biotech clusters
of Bengaluru, Lucknow,
and the National Capital
Region, in Hyderabad’s Ge-
nome Valley, and in other
places.

There are many incen-
tives o�ered by regulators
to the makers of a �nal pro-
duct such as a vaccine —
but not for the companies
that produce ingredients
that go into making the
vaccine. 

Incentivising the crea-
tion of the ingredients that
go into the making of suc-
cessful biotechnological
products would go a long
way towards attaining a
self-reliant India.

(This article was coauth-
ored by Sushil Chandani) 

dbala@lvpei.org;

gsushilchandani@gmail.com

SPEAKING OF
SCIENCE

D. Balasubramanian

The ingredients of India’s biopharma ambitions

The pandemic brought to light bottlenecks in the supply chains that

support research, development, and manufacturing. UNSPLASH 
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The story so far:

V
antara, the 3,500-acre wildlife rescue
and rehabilitation centre in Jamnagar,
Gujarat, owned by Anant Ambani, son of

Reliance chairman Mukesh Ambani, has o�ered
to take in 80 hippos scheduled for euthanasia. 

Where did Colombia’s hippos come from?
The animals descend from four hippos — three
females and one male — imported in 1981 by
Colombian drug lord, Pablo Escobar, to his
private menagerie at Hacienda Nápoles in
Antioquia. After Escobar was killed in 1993, the
estate was abandoned and the hippos were
judged too dangerous and logistically complex
to recapture. They escaped into the Magdalena
River basin and have been reproducing since.
There are roughly 170 today. 

How did the Colombian government arrive at
the decision to cull?
Colombia declared Hippopotamus amphibius an
invasive alien species in March 2022. A
sterilisation programme began in October 2021,
but was deemed labour-intensive, expensive,
and ine�ective unless a high proportion of
dominant males were castrated, since they can
mate with multiple females. A 2023 paper by
Amanda Subalusky at the University of Florida,
Suresh Sethi at Alaska Paci�c University, and
Elizabeth Anderson at Florida International

University, has
in�uenced
Colombia’s
measures. In
the journal
Scienti�c
Reports, they
modelled the
hippo
demography
and argued that

rapid population growth and high management
costs had created a “narrow window” for
control. They said even if some hippos could be
shipped out, some culling was unavoidable. 

What does the peer-reviewed literature say
about why these hippos must be controlled?
Jonathan Shurin, a community ecologist at the
University of California, San Diego, and
colleagues published in Ecology in 2020 that
lakes containing hippos in Colombia showed
altered ecosystem metabolism, elevated nutrient
loading from terrestrial grazing transferred to
water via waste and phytoplankton communities
increasingly dominated by cyanobacteria. 

Why is moving hippos so di�cult?
A study in the South African journal, Koedoe, in
1989 documented chemical immobilisation of 37
hippos where 12 of them died within an hour of
darting. Hippos are di�cult to tranquilise
because they have thick skin, are usually in or
near water (where a sedated animal can drown),
and are dangerous to approach. Capture
myopathy — the malignant outcome of stress
during capture, reviewed in Conservation
Physiology — accounts for the highest number of
deaths in wildlife translocations globally. An
adult male hippo weighs up to 3,000 kg;
per-animal costs would run to tens of thousands
of dollars before receiving-facility costs.

Could Vantara physically house 80 hippos?
The Greens Zoological Rescue and
Rehabilitation Centre at Vantara spans about
650 acres. The Global Federation of Animal
Sanctuaries (GFAS) speci�es a minimum of 929
square metres of enclosure per adult hippo.
Eighty hippos at the GFAS minimum would
require around 18 acres — easily within the
available footprint. The harder constraints,
however, are that wild hippos form pods of 10 to
30 around dominant males, meaning 80
unrelated animals cannot be housed as one
herd; at least 4-8 separate pool complexes with
visual and physical separation would be needed.
The Jamnagar climate is also hotter and drier
than the Magdalena �oodplain, requiring
engineered freshwater inputs year-round. 

What does CITES say about transferring wild
animals to India?
CITES — the multilateral treaty that regulates
international trade in endangered species — sent
a Secretariat team to inspect Vantara last year,
prompted by allegations of discrepancies in
animal imports from Congo, Mexico, and
elsewhere. In a document published in October,
the Secretariat found that India had not
exercised “due diligence” in issuing several
import permits and recommended that India
issue no further permits for endangered wildlife
imports until it implemented procedural
reforms and properly identi�ed the provenance
of imported animals. The recommendation was
reversed in November after India, the U.S., Japan
and Brazil argued the measure was “premature.” 

Would moving 80 hippos solve the problem?
No. The peer-reviewed consensus is that no
single intervention — sterilisation, translocation,
or culling — is su�cient on its own, and that the
window for combined intervention is narrowing
each year.

Can Vantara solve
Colombia’s hippo
problem?
Why are the hippos scheduled to be

culled? Can Vantara house 80 hippos?

Can wild animals be relocated to India?

The peer-reviewed
consensus is that culling,
sterilisation, or
translocation are not
su�cient on their own,
and that the window for
combined intervention is
narrowing each year

Jacob Koshy

The story so far:

O
n May 1, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) o�cially exited the
Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) and

OPEC+. While OPEC is a permanent
intergovernmental organisation founded in 1960
to coordinate the petroleum policies of its
member countries and stabilise global oil
markets, OPEC+ is a broader alliance formed in
2016 that includes the core OPEC members
along with 10 additional major oil-producing
nations, most notably Russia. The UAE’s
decision dealt a heavy blow to the oil exporting
groups and their de facto leader, Saudi Arabia, at
a time when the Iran war has caused a historic
energy shock and unsettled the global economy.

Why did the UAE leave OPEC and OPEC+?
Di�erences between the UAE and OPEC, in
particular Saudi Arabia, have been simmering
for a while. Saudi Arabia deferred recognition of
the UAE after the latter became independent
from the U.K. in the 1970s, until some disputed
territory it claimed was ceded. 

The political structure and society of the two
countries are di�erent. While Saudi Arabia,
though a monarchy, acts slowly and builds
through consensus within the large extended
royal family, the UAE has historically sought to
be nimbler and quicker-acting. 

However, the UAE has so far formally banded
with Saudi Arabia, especially in energy
production, because of a large and powerful
Iran seen as a common adversary. 

OPEC allocates quotas for oil production to
control global oil prices. Saudi Arabia plays a key
role in �xing these quotas and functions as a
swing producer. Currently, it has a quota of

around 10 million barrels a day but has spare
capacity of another 2 million. Saudi Arabia can
ramp up or ramp down production quickly to
counteract any volatility in oil prices. The UAE
has a quota of some 3.5 million barrels but has a
capacity of 4.85 million. By 2027, its capacity is
expected to increase to 5 million. 

A cautious Saudi Arabia seeks to even out and
prolong fossil fuel use partly by curtailing
production and bene�ting from it; for instance,
it has actively worked against e�orts to
decarbonise global shipping and to retain the
use of crude oil-based shipping fuel.

The UAE recognises the inevitability of energy
transition, involving the use of renewables and
green fuels. It seeks to quickly boost oil pro�ts
and funnel them into its economy. The UAE has
a much more diversi�ed economy and is seeking
to expand it even further. 

In foreign policy, too, the UAE and Saudi
Arabia have been at loggerheads. In Yemen, the
two, which cooperated against the Iran-backed
Houthis, fought a proxy battle recently through
the groups they were supporting. In Yemen,
Saudi Arabia supports the country’s
internationally recognised government and
works with the Islamist group, Al-Islah, while the
UAE is backing a separatist force, the Southern
Transitional Council. In Sudan, the two are again
on opposing sides. The UAE has been active in
seeking leverage in Libya, now an emerging
alternative to the Persian Gulf for oil and gas. 

In 2021, the di�erences came to a head with
the UAE raising major objections to OPEC
decisions. But a consensus was reached and the
UAE was given a bigger slice of the oil pie to
convince it to stay in the group. 

In the aftermath of the war on Iran, the UAE,
which has in recent times become more
assertive in its economic, political, and foreign
policy goals, has announced its decision to quit
OPEC. While it is unclear whether the UAE
expects the crisis to reduce in intensity, its OPEC
announcement did not have much impact on oil
prices, given that oil transport has stalled across
the Strait of Hormuz. 

How will the UAE act next?
The UAE will review its relationships with
nations and reset them as per its priorities.
Emirati o�cials have said some of the Arab
states did not do much by way of support even
as the UAE bore the brunt of Iranian attacks,
which were more than what even Israel faced. 

When normalcy returns, even if only in
stages, there will be an immediate demand for
more oil and the UAE can take advantage of that.

The country seeks to increase its production by 1
million barrels through this year in stages. U.S.
President Donald Trump has welcomed the
UAE’s move to leave the cartel as he believes it
could help lower oil prices. 

As the war began, the UAE and Saudi Arabia
sought to use alternatives to restore some 4.5
million barrels out of the 15 million that had
stopped �owing across the strait. While Saudi
Arabia used its East-West Pipeline to send oil to
the Red Sea port of Yanbu, the UAE sent its oil to
Fujairah port downstream of the strait. Fujairah,
though hit hard by attacks, saw near capacity
utilisation of 1.8 million barrels being sent out
per day as the war progressed. It will continue to
be a key exit point for greater UAE oil �ows. 

What will happen to OPEC?
So far, there is no panic. Russia, the other major
oil producer which is part of OPEC+, is in sync
with Saudi Arabia on oil production goals.
Neither wants booms and busts inevitable in a
freer market and wants to manage the market. 

In the past, Angola and Qatar left the cartel
but it must be said that both nations were
smaller players. The UAE, on the other hand,
was OPEC’s third-largest producer. But cranking
up production may ru�e feathers among its
neighbours that the UAE may not want.
Kazakhstan, Algeria, and Russia have all
rea�rmed their commitment to OPEC+. 

Will India bene�t?
India likely enjoys the greatest comfort with the
UAE among Arab nations. As Trucial States, the
sheikhdoms reported to the British in India and
the rupee was recognised there. 

Since Independence, the UAE has been a big
employer of the Indian diaspora. While the
Emirati population is only a little over 10% of the
total UAE population, Indians constitute almost
half of non-Emiratis who prosper in the country. 

The UAE has recently strengthened its
security relations with India as well. India can
leverage enhanced �ows from Fujairah port at
reduced rates if the UAE’s increased production
drives down global oil prices. Indian re�neries
are well adapted to processing UAE crude and
can pursue �exible, long-term contracts. 

V. R. Krishnaswamy, who has served in the
Abu Dhabi National Oil Company for nearly 45
years including as a top executive, points out
that the Indian rupee continues to be in demand
in the UAE. The UAE has put in place a
state-of-the-art system for payments in other
currencies, particularly in Yuan. So far, across
the world, oil payments are typically paid in the
U.S. dollar, reinforcing the perception that the
dollar’s strength comes in-part from its role as
the petro-dollar. “Not just the yuan, the UAE
may accept payments in other currencies such
as the rupee, as well,” he adds, recalling India
paying Russia and the Soviet Union in rubles. 

Why did the UAE quit OPEC and OPEC+?

India can
leverage
enhanced
�ows from
Fujairah port
at reduced
rates if the
UAE’s
increased
production
drives down
global oil
prices

What explains the years of simmering competition between Riyadh and Abu Dhabi? How will the

UAE’s decision impact oil prices? How has its decision to leave impacted OPEC and OPEC+? Will

this move bene�t India and if so, how?

M. Kalyanaraman

The logo of OPEC outside its headquarters in Vienna, Austria. REUTERS

The story so far:

O
n April 29, the U.S. Supreme Court
struck down Louisiana’s second
majority-Black congressional district
as an unconstitutional racial

gerrymander. This rewrites the legal standard
for when States must create districts where
racial minorities form a majority of voters.

What happened in Louisiana?
Louisiana has six Congressional seats. The
boundaries of these were redrawn after the
2020 census. The map was challenged on the
grounds that it “packed” Black voters into a
single district while “cracking” the remaining
Black population across �ve majority-white
districts — both leading to a dilution of their
votes. A federal district court held that the
Voting Rights Act (VRA) required a second
majority-Black district and ordered Louisiana to
draw one. The State redrew the districts,
creating a new Black-majority district, but
designed a 400-kilometre meandering corridor
to keep the districts of U.S. House Speaker Mike
Johnson and Majority Leader Steve Scalise
undisturbed. A separate group challenged the
map as an unconstitutional racial gerrymander.

What was the question before the Supreme
Court?
Louisiana’s situation brought two legal problems
into direct collision. The lower courts had found

that the original map likely violated the VRA by
failing to include a second majority-Black
district. But the remedial map Louisiana drew —
explicitly race-driven in its design — was struck
down as violating the Equal Protection Clause of
the Fourteenth Amendment. The State
approached the Supreme Court. The Court used
the case to address a question it had deferred for
over 30 years: can compliance with Section 2 of
the VRA constitute a “compelling governmental
interest” — the legal threshold that must be met
before a State may intentionally use race in
drawing district lines? The answer would
determine whether Louisiana had a
constitutional justi�cation for drawing the new,
second, Black-majority district. The Court then
interpreted Section 2 of the VRA and its
implications for legislative maps.

What did the majority decide on Section 2 of
the VRA?
The majority ruled that compliance with Section
2 can provide a compelling interest — and then
reinterpreted Section 2 so narrowly that meeting
the requirements for the creation of
majority-minority districts will, in most cases,
be close to impossible.

This is how the Court went about it. Section 2
bars electoral arrangements that give minority
voters “less opportunity than other members of
the electorate to elect representatives of their
choice.” The majority reads this baseline as:
whatever opportunity results from the State’s
own permissible, race-neutral criteria. As the
opinion states: “the ‘opportunity’ of these
‘members of the electorate’ to contribute their
votes to a winning cause is whatever
opportunity results from the application of the
State’s combination of permissible criteria. That
is what a randomly selected individual voter and
group of voters can expect regarding their
opportunity to elect their preferred candidate.
And under Section 2, a minority voter is entitled
to nothing less and nothing more.”

On this reading, if a State has used
race-neutral factors — traditional district criteria,
incumbency protection, partisan goals — Section
2 has nothing to say, even if the resulting map
leaves minority voters permanently unable to
elect candidates they prefer. Section 2 imposes
liability only, the majority holds, when “the

evidence supports a strong inference that the
State intentionally drew its districts to a�ord
minority voters less opportunity because of
their race.” Where the State can point to any
race-neutral justi�cation, that inference does not
arise. The e�ects of a map on minority voting
power are not, by themselves, a Section 2
violation. In 1982, the U.S. Congress had
amended the VRA to establish an impact
standard rather than an intent standard in
determining the quality of the electoral process
— regardless of intent, if the e�ect was fewer
opportunities for a group, it required
remediation. The Supreme Court’s judgment
e�ectively reinstates the pre-1982 standard.

Earlier criteria versus new criteria: how does
the situation change?
The judgment, while not entirely barring
race-conscious districting, raises the bar for
doing so. It updates the existing criteria under
which race-determined districts may be drawn.
Those who challenge a congressional map must
now establish that race is the sole factor
determining their disadvantage, controlled for
all other factors including partisanship — which,
incidentally, is not justiciable in federal courts.
Plainti�s must provide analysis controlling for
party a�liation, isolating racial bloc voting that
cannot be explained by partisan alignment.
With regard to the “totality of circumstances”
inquiry that Section 2 requires, the majority
held that it must focus on “present-day
intentional racial discrimination regarding
voting.” The existing criteria had allowed a
much wider range of factors to be considered.

The principle the majority reiterates is “equal
opportunity,” not “equal outcomes.” No
proportional representation is promised or
required. The Act itself says so explicitly, the
majority opinion pointed out: Section 2(b)
contains what the opinion calls “a robust
disclaimer against proportionality.” 

What are the concerns?
The dissent argues that the ruling guts the VRA’s
protections against vote dilution — leaving
minority communities formally able to vote but
practically unable to elect candidates of their
choice. The verdict also exposes a paradox in
the law: the Constitution bars the State from
treating voters as interchangeable
representatives of their racial group, yet it also
requires that racial minorities not be
systematically deprived of electoral in�uence.
Navigating this tension has long been central to
U.S. voting rights law. 

What did the U.S. Supreme Court change in Louisiana?

The dissent
argues that
the ruling
guts the
Voting Rights
Act’s
protections
against vote
dilution —
leaving
minority
communities
formally able
to vote but
practically
unable to
elect
candidates of
their choice

Why did Louisiana redraw districts, creating a new Black-majority district? How did Louisiana’s

situation bring two legal problems into direct collision? What did the Court decide about the

Voting Rights Act? What are the implications and concerns?

Varghese K. George

A view of the U.S. Supreme Court. AP
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O
n April 29, the UAE
announced it would leave
the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting

Countries (OPEC), ending nearly six
decades of membership. The decision,
e�ective May 1, removes one of the
group’s largest producers.

OPEC traces its origins to
September 1960, when representatives
from Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
and Venezuela gathered in Baghdad.
At the time, the global oil industry was
controlled largely by a consortium of
Western companies known as the
Seven Sisters. Producing countries had
a limited say over how much oil was
extracted, or at what price it was sold
and revenues depended on decisions
made elsewhere.

The founding members sought to
change this. OPEC was conceived as a
platform for coordination among
producers. Here, producers could
exert greater control over supply and
pricing, and secure a larger share of
the value of their resources. In its early
years, however, OPEC’s in�uence was
modest. The global oil system was still
shaped by multinational �rms, and
non-OPEC production remained
signi�cant. The organisation existed,
but it did not yet de�ne the market.

That changed in the 1970s. During
the 1973 Arab–Israeli War, also known
as the Yom Kippur War, Arab OPEC
members imposed production cuts
and an embargo on the U.S. and the
Netherlands. Oil prices quadrupled.
The episode demonstrated OPEC’s
ability to use oil as a geopolitical tool
and established the group as a major
force in the global economy. 

A second shock followed in 1979
with the Iranian Revolution. For a
period, OPEC controlled around 75%
of global oil exports and accumulated
signi�cant petrodollars that funded
infrastructure and reshaped
international �nance. 

By the 1980s, OPEC introduced
formal production quotas, with Saudi
Arabia often acting as the swing
producer. In 1986, after a period of
market �ooding, prices collapsed. The
following decades brought repeated
cycles of cuts, recoveries, and new

pressures from the Gulf War and Asian
�nancial crisis to China’s demand
surge in the 2000s. 

The U.S. shale revolution, which
accelerated in the 2010s, represented a
structural change. Starting around
2012, American producers, using
hydraulic fracturing and horizontal
drilling, began unlocking vast reserves
of tight oil in Texas, North Dakota and
elsewhere. Shale production was
faster, more �exible, and highly
responsive to price. When prices rose,
output followed within months. 

Uneasy coordination
In 2014, OPEC made its most decisive
attempt to tackle the challenge. Rather
than cut output to defend prices, it
kept pumping, hoping to push prices
low enough to force higher-cost shale
producers out of the market. Prices
duly fell below $30 a barrel. In 2016,
the group formed the broader OPEC+
alliance with Russia, Kazakhstan,
Azerbaijan and other non-OPEC
producers to coordinate output more
e�ectively. Even then, the combined
group accounted for roughly 40% of
global supply, which was far from the
dominance of earlier decades.

What followed was a period of

uneasy coordination. The �rst major
test came in 2020. As the COVID-19
pandemic led to the collapse of global
demand, oil consumption fell at a pace
not seen before. OPEC+ responded
with unprecedented production cuts,
removing millions of barrels per day
from the market. In the years that
followed, the alliance settled into a
pattern of tailored corrections. Output
was gradually restored as demand
recovered, but disagreements
persisted. Some members, facing �scal
strain, pushed for higher production.
Others, led by Saudi Arabia, prioritised
price stability. 

By late 2025, prices had dipped
below $60 a barrel as the group began
unwinding production cuts. Saudi
Arabia and Russia were pushing to
restore output, while others wanted to
hold the cuts in place. The internal
arguments that had always plagued the
group — between those who needed
high prices to balance their budgets
and those who wanted to maximise
market share — were intensifying.

Then came the war.
On February 28, the U.S. and Israel

launched attacks on Iran and
assassinated Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei. Iran retaliated with missile

and drone attacks across the Persian
Gulf and blockaded the Strait of
Hormuz. Global oil supply plummeted
by more than 10 million barrels a day
in March alone. The crisis exposed
OPEC’s deepest structural
contradiction. Iran, one of its founding
members, attacked other members in
the region in response to the
U.S.-Israeli strikes.

For the UAE, the crisis sharpened
an existing tension. A member since
1967, it has spent years expanding its
production capacity, with the aim of
reaching close to 5 million barrels per
day. Under recent OPEC+ agreements,
however, its output was capped lower,
around 3.2 – 3.4 million bpd. But by
leaving, the UAE gains �exibility to
increase production once shipping
routes stabilise and to pursue bilateral
arrangements. The move also exposes
the UAE’s growing di�erences with
Saudi Arabia, the cartel’s de facto
leader, on issues ranging from quotas
to regional policy.

The UAE is not the �rst country to
leave OPEC. Qatar departed in 2019,
redirecting its energy identity toward
lique�ed natural gas. Ecuador, Gabon,
Angola, and Indonesia have all come
and gone at various points. But the

UAE’s departure is di�erent in scale. It
was OPEC’s third-largest producer. It
was one of only two members, Saudi
Arabia being the other, with the ability
to rapidly increase or decrease output
to stabilise markets. Without the UAE,
OPEC’s capacity to respond to supply
shocks is materially diminished.

OPEC’s ability to move prices
depends heavily on whether its
remaining members, many of them
economically fragile, politically
unstable, or at war with each other,
can maintain unity. It also depends on
whether Russia continues to
coordinate through the OPEC+
framework. And it depends on
whether the shale producers, the
renewables build-out, and the broader
energy transition continue to erode
the structural centrality of Gulf oil.

Long-term bene�ts 
For large importers such as India,
which depends on imports for nearly
90% of its roughly 5.8 million barrels
per day consumption, the change
could bring longer-term bene�ts.
Analysts say greater UAE production
outside quotas may support additional
supply, enable direct bilateral deals,
and reduce freight costs due to
proximity. This could help moderate
import bills and support energy
security e�orts amid ongoing global
uncertainty.

In the short term, however, the
Strait of Hormuz disruptions continue
to dominate price movements. Any
additional supply from the UAE will
only fully materialise once safer
shipping conditions return. Until then,
the exit’s primary e�ect is symbolic
rather than immediate.

OPEC now retains substantial
reserves and in�uence through its core
members, particularly Saudi Arabia.
The organisation now operates in a
more complex environment.
Renewables continue to gain ground,
energy e�ciency improvements
persist, and major consumers are
actively diversifying sources. At the
same time, geopolitical risks add layers
of uncertainty.

For 65 years, OPEC held the world
over a barrel. The barrel is now
cracked, and the oil is running in
directions no cartel can follow.

Cracks in the oil crown 
OPEC

The cartel, already grappling with changes in the global energy landscape, geopolitical tensions, and declining in�uence, faces a litmus test 
with the exit of the UAE, one of its top oil producers with capacity to in�uence the market

Smriti Sudesh THE GIST
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R
aghav Chadha, 37,
rarely misses an
opportunity to un-

derline two facts about
himself: that he is the
youngest member of the
Rajya Sabha and that he
comes from a non-political
family. The two distinc-
tions, he believes, set him
apart from most of his par-
liamentary colleagues.

Born in November 1988
in Delhi, Raghav Chadha
studied at Modern School,
Barakhamba Road, one of
the capital’s premier priv-
ate schools. He trained as a
chartered accountant,
clearing the examination
at the age of 22. After a
brief stint in the corporate
sector, he joined a wave of
aspirational young profes-
sionals who, through the
India Against Corruption
movement, saw a pathway
into politics — bypassing
the traditional routes of
student activism or family
legacy. 

An AAP archive photo-
graph, showing a younger
Mr. Chadha with a narrow-
er face from the period
when he was a member of
the party’s national execu-
tive handling litigation af-
fairs, carries a line that
reads: “He believes he did
not choose politics; politics
chose him.”

Senior Supreme Court
lawyer Rahul Mehra, a fa-
mily friend of more than
six decades, helped ease

him into public life. When
the India Against Corrup-
tion movement was at its
height, Mr. Chadha called
Mr. Mehra to say he want-
ed to contribute, even if it
meant sparing just two
days a week. “There was
no politics at that time,”
Mr. Mehra says emphati-
cally. “We were all excited
about contributing to na-
tion-building.” Mr. Mehra,
however, declined to com-
ment on Mr. Chadha’s re-
cent switch to the BJP.

Kejriwal’s man 
Mr. Chadha was part of the
original team that drafted
the Delhi Lokpal Bill in
2012. By the time Arvind
Kejriwal �rst became Chief
Minister in December
2013, Mr. Chadha was
counted among the party
chief’s close con�dants. A
former AAP leader recalls
him as someone who rare-
ly contradicted Mr. Kejri-
wal in meetings. “He was
Arvind’s mouthpiece. He
was sharp enough to grasp
what Arvind wanted and
delivered it. For Arvind, he

was like a son,” the leader
said. Mr. Chadha sat in all
meetings. Even when peo-
ple wanted to meet Mr. Kej-
riwal alone, he would often
wave away objections, say-
ing, “It’s only Raghav”. 

In 2015, at the age of 26,
following the AAP’s land-
slide victory in Delhi, win-
ning 67 of the 70 seats, Mr.
Chadha was appointed na-
tional treasurer. By 2017,
however, he was removed
from the post during an or-
ganisational reshu�e. The
reshu�e coincided with al-
legations by then-sacked
Minister Kapil Mishra of
“hawala dealings” in the
AAP during Mr. Chadha’s
tenure. The party said Mr.
Chadha had “willingly re-
linquished” the post.

In his 14-year associa-
tion with the AAP, Mr.
Chadha contested three
elections: the 2019 Lok
Sabha election from South
Delhi, which he lost to the
BJP; the February 2020
Delhi Assembly election
from Rajendra Nagar,
which he won; and his
2022 nomination to the Ra-

jya Sabha, making him the
youngest member of the
House. He married Bolly-
wood actor Parineeti Cho-
pra in September 2023, in
a lavish ceremony at The
Leela Palace in Udaipur. 

He has long been an ad-
mirer of the late BJP leader
Arun Jaitley. In private con-
versations, he would
praise Jaitley’s soft yet �rm
style of speaking. In an in-
terview with YouTuber
Samdish Bhatia where he
described the BJP as a par-
ty of “goons” and “lumpen
elements”, Mr. Chadha,
nevertheless, spoke warm-
ly of the personal equation
he shared with Jaitley. 

Mr. Chadha, along with
six other Rajya Sabha MPs
from the AAP, switched to
the BJP on April 24. A few
days later, in a video mes-
sage, he said the “toxic
work culture” of the AAP,
which is in the hands of
“corrupt and compro-
mised people”, forced him
to quit. He didn’t have ma-
ny friends in the AAP,
which made it far easier for
his former colleagues to
launch a no-holds-barred
attack against him. 

In public, however, Mr.
Chadha holds the image of
a charming, easygoing and
cheerful politician. He has
built a following well
beyond politics. Now the
challenge is to sustain that
appeal as he navigates the
organisational machinery
of a party which he op-
posed until last week. 

The prodigy who walked away
Raghav Chadha

The Rajya Sabha MP, who was one of the close con�dants of Kejriwal, now says the ‘toxic work

culture’ of AAP forced him to quit the party and join the BJP 

Sobhana K. Nair
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L
ow-cost, hard to
track, harder to
stop and capable of

overwhelming in swarms,
the �bre-optic-guided
drones are proving to be a
disruptive force in the Rus-
sia-Ukraine con�ict and
parts of the West Asia war. 

According to Rahul Be-
di, a Delhi-based journalist
reporting on military and
security matters, �bre-op-
tic drones represent an in-
�ection point in modern
warfare — cheap expenda-
ble systems that are no lon-
ger constrained by elec-
tronic jamming or
battle�eld visibility. “In Uk-
raine and in southern Le-
banon, they have rede-
�ned the front line,
enabling persistent low-al-
titude strikes in heavily
contested zones. The re-
sult is a battle�eld where
control is increasingly de-
termined not by scale or
sophistication of conven-
tional weapon systems
alone, but by adapting
these phantom-like drones
to dominate the
environment.”

To Manmohan Bahadur,
retired Air Vice Marshal
and a former Additional Di-
rector General of the
Centre for Air Power Stu-
dies, �bre-optic drones are
the classic result of the cy-
cle of counter-measures
and counter-counter mea-
sures in warfare. “The net
result is that modern and

technologically savvy ar-
mies are having to face a
threat that is di�cult to
intercept.”

The Russia-Ukraine war
has been signi�cantly
shaped by drone warfare,
with drones accounting for
up to 80% of casualties in
some engagements. Ho-
wever, the vulnerability of
drones that use wireless ra-
dio frequency (RF) com-
munications led to further
innovation, most notably,
the use of drones guided
by �bre optic cables. These
drones — or what are called
single-use �bre optic
drones — have become in-
creasingly common. As the
�rst mover in deploying
this technology, Russia
gained a combat advan-
tage. Its e�ectiveness
prompted Ukraine to
adopt it, and �bre-optic
drones are now estimated
to account for about 10% of
Ukraine’s drone
production.

In the Israel-Hezbollah
con�ict, Hezbollah’s lethal
use of �rst-person view
(FPV) attack drones, guid-

ed by a physical �bre optic
cable, has forced person-
nel manning Israel’s de-
fence and jamming sys-
tems to blink, marking a
shift in battle�eld tactics.

Real-time control
At the core of the opera-
tions is a thin �bre-optic
line or spool, extending up
to even 50 km in some in-
stances. As a direct con-
nection it has two bene�ts
— �rst, real-time control
and second, replacing the
earlier grainy drone-gener-
ated visuals with high-reso-
lution video transmission
and spectacular battle�eld
imagery right up to the mo-
ment of attack. 

The �bre controls the
signals, telemetry, and also
high-bandwidth video
which are transmitted us-
ing light signals. Though
the enemy could be un-
leashing electronic coun-
termeasures, the operator
does not even �inch, get-
ting only a consistent and
responsive connection.

But what may seem
�awless has its challenges

too such as the weight of
the attached �bre canister
and military payload —
which in turn could a�ect
drone battery life — and the
loss of communication in
case the �bre is destroyed
or damaged during �ight
by even strong winds.
There are reports of sol-
diers snipping the �bre,
but as a counter, �bre ma-
nufacturers are adding
protective coating with an
infusion of Kevlar, though
this results in a larger �bre
diameter.

Israeli forces are report-
ed to be using physical de-
fences, which include pro-
tective nets and even metal
cages on military equip-
ment to block drones, a
point Mr. Bahadur high-
lights. 

“At present, the counter
measures to these drones
are rudimentary. There is
no doubt that a counter-
measure would be deve-
loped for this technology
too, but the impact is the
psychological e�ect on
ground troops who, at pre-
sent, can only try and
shoot them down, if they
are able to see and engage
these small sized drones in
time,” he says. 

More research in early
detection of these un-
manned aerial vehicles us-
ing infra red or acoustic
sensors, apart from among
other methods such as dis-
abling of the �bre optic
lines using lasers, would be
key, he adds.

The phantom that �ies 
Fibre-optic drones

The small �rst-person view attack machines have emerged as a disruptive force in the

Russia-Ukraine war and parts of the West Asia con�ict 

Murali N. Krishnaswamy
AP
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U.S. President Donald
Trump’s administration
has bypassed congression-
al review to approve mili-
tary sales totalling over
$8.6 billion to West Asian
allies Israel, Qatar, Kuwait
and the United Arab Emi-
rates. 

The State Department
announcements on Friday
came as the U.S. and Is-
rael’s war against Iran
marked nine weeks since
its start and more than
three weeks since a fragile
cease�re came into e�ect.
The State Department said
U.S. Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio determined that
an emergency existed that
required immediate sales
to those countries and
waived the congressional
review requirements for
the sales.

The announcements in-
cluded approving military
sales to Qatar of Patriot air
and missile defence re-
plenishment services cost-
ing $4.01 billion and of Ad-
vanced Precision Kill
Weapon Systems (APKWS)
costing $992.4 million.

They also included ap-
proval of the sale to Kuwait
of an integrated battle
command system costing
$2.5 billion and to Israel of
Advanced Precision Kill
Weapon Systems costing

$992.4 million. The State
Department approved a
sale to the UAE of APKWS
for $147.6 million.

The U.S. and Israel at-
tacked Iran on February
28. Iran responded with its
own strikes on Israel and
Gulf states that host U.S.
bases. U.S.-Israeli strikes
on Iran and Israeli attacks
in Lebanon have killed
thousands and displaced
millions.

Over the years, Wash-
ington has faced scrutiny
for military ties with Ku-
wait, the UAE and Qatar
over those countries’ hu-
man rights track records
that rights advocates say
involve restrictions on and
reported abuses of minori-
ties, journalists, voices of
dissent, the LGBT com-
munity and labourers.
Those nations have denied
supporting or engaging in
domestic rights abuses.

U.S. approves $8.6 bn arms
sales to Israel, Gulf allies 

A Patriot missile battery is seen

near Prince Sultan air base. 

Reuters
WASHINGTON

X

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Friday that the U.S. Navy was

acting “like pirates” as he described an operation seizing a ship

amid the tit-for-tat American blockade of Iranian ports. “We... land

on top of it and we took over the ship. We took over the cargo, took

over the oil. It’s a very profitable business,” Mr. Trump said. AFP

Trump says U.S. Navy acting like
‘pirates’ during Iran blockade

WASHINGTON

AFP
X

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer warned on Saturday that

tougher action was needed against people chanting certain phrases

at pro-Palestinian protests, as concerns grew over the safety after

the stabbings of two Jewish men. He said that repeated marches

have had a “cumulative e�ect” in rising anti-Semitic incidents. AP

Starmer urges tougher action
against Gaza protests in U.K.

LONDON

REUTERS
X

Iran’s imprisoned Nobel Peace Prize laureate Narges Mohammadi

has been urgently transferred from prison to a hospital in

northwestern Iran after a “catastrophic deterioration” of her health,

her foundation said on Friday. It said Ms. Mohammadi had two

episodes of loss of consciousness and a severe cardiac crisis. AP

Narges Mohammadi hospitalised
after a health crisis while in prison

BEIRUT

AFP
X

Bankrupt discount carrier Spirit Airlines is preparing to cease

operations, after failing to align certain bondholders and the U.S.

government on a bailout plan, the Wall Street Journal reported on

Friday. Spirit Airlines announced on Saturday that it has gone out of

business after 34 years. REUTERS

Spirit Airlines prepares to cease
operations after rescue deal stalls

WASHINGTON

AFP

Sport

T
he United States
will withdraw
about 5,000 troops

from Germany in the next
six to 12 months, the Penta-
gon said on Friday, ful�ll-
ing President Donald
Trump’s threat as he clash-
es with the German leader
over the U.S. war with Iran.

Mr. Trump had threa-
tened to withdraw some
troops from the NATO ally
earlier this week after
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
said the U.S. was being
“humiliated” by the Ira-
nian leadership and criti-
cised Washington’s lack of
strategy in the war.

Pentagon spokesperson

Sean Parnell said in a state-
ment that the “decision fol-
lows a thorough review of
the Department’s force
posture in Europe and is in
recognition of theatre re-
quirements and conditions

on the ground”.
Germany hosts several

U.S. military facilities, in-
cluding the headquarters
of its European and Africa
commands, Ramstein Air
Base and a medical centre

in Landstuhl, where ca-
sualties from the wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq were
treated. U.S. nuclear mis-
siles are also stationed in
the country.

The number of troops
leaving Germany would be
14% of the 36,000 Ameri-
can service members sta-
tioned there.

‘Foreseeable’ move
German Defence Minister
Boris Pistorius called it “fo-
reseeable” that the U.S.
would withdraw troops
from Europe and Germa-
ny, while he sought to
stress mutual bene�t from
the U.S. military presence
on the European
continent.

“The presence of Amer-

ican soldiers in Europe,
and especially in Germany,
is in our interest and in the
interest of the U.S.,” Mr.
Pistorius told the German
news agency dpa, while ad-
ding that European allies
needed to adjust their de-
fence postures — and were
doing so.

NATO said it was “work-
ing with the U.S. to under-
stand the details of their
decision on force posture
in Germany”.

“This adjustment un-
derscores the need for Eu-
rope to continue to invest
more in defence and take
on a greater share of the
responsibility for our
shared security,” NATO
spokesperson Allison Hart
wrote on X.

U.S. to withdraw 5,000 troops from
Germany, ful�lling Trump’s threat

Force posture: An AH-64 Apache attack helicopter stands in front of

a Galaxy C-5 transport plane at the U.S. Air Base in Ramstein. AFP 

German Chancellor Merz had said the U.S. was being ‘humiliated’ by Iran and it lacked a strategy in the ongoing war; the U.S.

has 36,000 service members deployed in the country; NATO says it is ‘working with Washington to understand details’ 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

Israeli air strikes on south-
ern Lebanon kill at least se-
ven persons and injured
others on Saturday as hos-
tilities continue between
Israel and Hezbollah des-
pite a cease�re.

The Israeli air strikes on
southern Lebanon Satur-
day came as Israel’s mili-
tary issued a new warning
for residents of nine south-
ern villages to evacuate.

Israel’s military and Le-
banon’s Hezbollah have

kept up their attacks des-
pite a cease�re in place
since April 17.

Lebanon’s state-run Na-
tional News Agency report-
ed an air strike on a car in
the village of Kfar Dajal that
killed 2 persons, while
another hit a home in the
village of Lwaizeh killing
three. NNA also reported a
strike on the village of
Shoukin that killed two
persons.

Israeli air force said that
it carried out about 50 air
strikes over the past 24
hours.

Israeli air strikes on
southern Lebanon
kill 7 amid cease�re
Associated Press
BEIRUT

Russian troops are inching
towards the city of Kostian-
tynivka in Ukraine’s east-
ern Donetsk region, trying
to establish a foothold
close to a heavily defended
area, Ukraine’s top army
o�cial said on Saturday.

Kostiantynivka, along
with other cities, forms a
so-called fortress belt in
the country’s east — an
area well forti�ed by the
Ukrainian military.

“We are repelling the

Russian occupiers’ persis-
tent attempts to gain a
foothold in the outskirts of
Kostiantynivka using in�l-
tration tactics. Counter-sa-
botage measures are going
on in the city,” Oleksandr
Syrskyi, Ukraine’s army
chief, said on Telegram.

A Ukrainian battle�eld
mapping project shows
Russian troops control an
area around only one kilo-
metre from the city’s
southern outskirts.

The small city of Pok-
rovsk was the most signi�-
cant gain in the past year.

Fighting reaches
outskirts of Ukraine’s
Kostiantynivka city
Reuters
KYIVCuba said on Friday that

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s fresh sanctions on
the island amounted to
“collective punishment,”
as an enormous May 1 pro-
cession outside the Ameri-
can embassy in Havana
vowed to “defend the
homeland”.

Mr. Trump has mused
about taking over Cuba,
which lies 145 km from Flo-
rida and has been under a
nearly continuous U.S.
trade embargo since Fidel
Castro led a communist re-

volution in 1959.
Late Friday, he told an

audience in Florida that
the U.S. would be “taking
over” the Caribbean island

“almost immediately”.
In an executive order on

Friday, the U.S. leader said
he would impose sanctions
on people involved in

sweeping sections of the
Cuban economy, which is
steered by the
government.

The latest sanctions
constitute “collective pun-
ishment” of the nation’s
people, Cuban Foreign Mi-
nister Bruno Rodriguez
said.

“We �rmly reject the re-
cent unilateral coercive
measures adopted by the
#UnitedStates govern-
ment,” he posted on X in
English. “These actions de-
monstrate an intention to
impose, once again, collec-
tive punishment on the Cu-
ban people.”

U.S. sanctions are ‘collective punishment,’
says Cuban Minister during May 1 rallies
Agence France-Presse
HAVANA

United voices: People march while holding a giant Cuban national

flag during a May Day rally in Havana, Cuba, on Friday. REUTERS

BENGALURU: Rieko appeals most
in the Ranquelino Cup (1,400m),
the main event of the races to be
held here on Sunday (May 3).
False rails width about 7 mts from
(1,600m to the winning post) will
be in position. 
The jockey for Versace in the first
race will be declared later.

1 ROYAL COMMAND PLATE (DIV.
II), 1,400m, rated 00 to 25, 3-

00 p.m.: 1. Blue Storm (3) Pavan
61, 2. Anchorage (4) Md. Ashraf
60.5, 3. Versace (2) ( JWDL) 60.5,
4. Anzac Parade (8) Rayan 59.5, 5.
Ransomware (9) Kiran Rai 59.5, 6.
LG’s Script (6) Rozario 58.5, 7.
Shock And Awe (1) R.N. Darshan
58, 8. Wakizashi (7) A.R. Pradeep
54 and 9. My Visionary (5)
Jagadeesh 51.
1. LG’S SCRIPT, 2. BLUE STORM,
3. SHOCK AND AWE

2 BELMONT PARK PLATE (DIV.
II), 1,200m, rated 20 to 45, 3-

30: 1. Mutual Trust (7) Asirvatham
61.5, 2. Night Raider (6) Arvind
Kumar 58.5, 3. Peridot (3) P. Sid-
daraju 53, 4. Mnemosyne (9) Ak-
shay Kumar 52.5, 5. Rightly Noble
(4) J.H. Arul 52.5, 6. Tiger Bay (5)
S. Shareef 52.5, 7. Allegro Dance
(—) (—) 51, 8. Honeypot (8) Arshad
Alam 51 and 9. Power Pilot (1)
Suhas K 51.
1. NIGHT RAIDER, 2. MNEMOSYNE,

3. MUTUAL TRUST

3 ROYAL COMMAND PLATE (DIV.
I), 1,400m, rated 00 to 25, 4-

00: 1. Fils De France (4) Antony
62.5, 2. Larson (3) Arshad Alam
61.5, 3. Big Sauce (2) Pavan 61, 4.
Ice Queen (1) B. Paswan 61, 5. Kaz-
ing (5) Akshay Kumar 61, 6. Stef-
fen (8) S. Sachin 61, 7. Supreme
Success (9) R.N. Darshan 61, 8. Le-
gendary Impact (7) Suhas K 59
and 9. Breeze Bluster (6) R.
Vaibhav 58.
1. FILS DE FRANCE,

2. KAZING 3. BIG SAUCE

4 BELMONT PARK PLATE (DIV.
I), 1,200m, rated 20 to 45, 4-

30: 1. Sapporo (3) Pavan 62, 2.
Splendid Dream (1) Shreyas 62, 3.
Gloriousness (4) Prabhakaran
61.5, 4. Noble Cause (8) Rozario
60.5, 5. Ilia (9) Antony 55.5, 6.
Jade Mountain (5) P. Trevor 54, 7.
Lockheed (2) Kiran Rai 53.5, 8.
Double Your Money (7) A. Ramu
52.5 and 9. Inicio (6) S. Sachin
52.5.
1. JADE MOUNTAIN, 2, SAPPORO, 3.
SPLENDID DREAM

5 RANQUELINO CUP (1,400m),
rated 60 to 85, 5:00: 1. Don

Carlos (8) Akshay Kumar 61.5, 2.
Rieko (2) P. Trevor 58, 3. Crosswa-
ter (1) Aleemuddin 57.5, 4. Inspire
(7) Antony 57.5, 5. Power Of
Beauty (6) Rozario 57.5, 6. Dun It
Again (3) Jagadeesh 55, 7.
Monterio (4) J.H. Rahul 52 and 8.
Prokofiev (5) Neeraj 50.5.

1. RIEKO, 2. PROKOFIEV, 3. POWER
OF BEAUTY

6 WELCOME PLATE (1,200m),
maiden 3-y-o only (Terms), 5-

30: 1. Bulletproof (2) P. Trevor 56,
2. Knightsbridge (9) Akshay Ku-
mar 56, 3. Panache (8) J.H. Arul
56, 4. Whistling Glory (6) J.
Chinoy 56, 5. Bellucci (3) Arvind
Kumar 54.5, 6. Breathtaking (1)
Neeraj 54.5, 7. Estelle (11) Antony
54.5, 8. Monstera (5) Rozario 54.5,
9. Osaka (4) Suraj Narredu 54.5,
10. Pearl Star (10) K. Mukesh Ku-
mar 54.5 and 11. Sprezzatura (7)
Rayan 54.5. 
1. BULLETPROOF, 
2. BREATHTAKING, 3. BELLUCCI

7 SQUANDERER PLATE
(1,200m), rated 40 to 65, 6-

00: 1. Royal Deccan (4) Aleemud-
din 62, 2. Money Bags (8) P. Tre-
vor 60, 3. Aquamatic (12) Salman
Khan 58.5, 4. Invincible (6) Kiran
Rai 58, 5. Defence Counsel (9)
Rayan 56.5, 6. Pole Star (10) K.
Mukesh Kumar 56.5, 7. Small
Dreams (1) Md. Ashraf 56, 8. Ziva
(7) Suhas K 55.5, 9. Agera (2) Roz-
ario 54, 10. Flight Of Fancy (11)
Antony 53.5, 11. Lauterbrunnen
(5) J.H. Arul 53.5 and 12. See The
Light (3) Suraj Narredu 53.5.
1. FLIGHT OF FANCY, 
2. SEE THE LIGHT, 3. MONEY BAGS
Day best: BULLETPROOF
Double: RIEKO — FLIGHT OF
FANCY
Jkt: 3, 4, 5 6 & 7; Mini Jkt: 4, 5, 6 &
7; Tr (i): 2, 3 & 4; (11) 5, 6 & 7.

Rieko tipped for the Ranquelino Cup

RACING

In his �rst indoor competi-
tion, Kuldeep Kumar out-
smarted title favourite Dev
Meena to rewrite the men’s
pole vault National record
in the inaugural Indian In-
door Open combined
events and pole vault meet
at the Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar on Saturday.

The 21-year-old cleared
5.41m in his �rst attempt to
go past Dev’s National
mark of 5.40m set last year.
Kuldeep also improved the
National indoor record of
5.30m set by G. Reegan,
who took the silver with
5.25m, in March. Dev, who
had equalled his National
record of 5.40m in March

in Taiwan, claimed the
bronze with 5.20m.

In heptathlon, N. Thow-
feeq led with 2,943 points
after completing 60m,
long jump, shot put and
high jump events on day
one.

The results: Pole vault: 

Men: Elite: 1. Kuldeep Kumar
(MP) 5.41m (NR, old 5.40m, Dev
Meena, 2025), 2. G. Reegan (TN)
5.25m, 3. Dev Meena (MP) 5.20m.

U-20: 1. S. Kavinraja (TN) 4.90m,
2. R. Vishal (TN) 4.70m, 3.
Saurabh Yadav (UP) 4.20m.

Kuldeep shatters pole vault 
National record, wins gold

ATHLETICS

Sports Bureau

Vaulting to glory: Kuldeep cleared 5.41m in his first attempt to go

past Dev’s National mark of 5.40m set last year. BISWARANJAN ROUT

Railways claimed the wo-
men’s team title in the Na-
tional artistic gymnastics at
the Kalinga Stadium on Sa-
turday. Maharashtra’s
Anoushka Patil and Pahel
Shah secured all-around
senior and junior crowns
respectively.

The results: 

Women: Senior: Individual:

All-around: 1. Anoushka Patil
(Mah) 45.200, 2. Eshitaa Rewale
(Mah) 44.833, 3. Protistha
Samanta (RSPB) 44.400; Team: 1.
Railways (Bidisha Gayen,
Karishma, Pranati Nayak,
Protistha Samanta, Ritu Das,
Swastika Ganguly) 130.899, 2.
West Bengal (Ashmi Debnath,
Diya Biswas, Jinia Debnath,

Oendila Golui, Sabana Khatun,
Soumili Karar) 124, 3.
Maharashtra (Anoushka Patil,
Eshitaa Rewale, Riddhi Hattekar,
Sara Rawool, Siddhi Hattekar)
123.166.
Junior: Individual: All-around:

1. Pahel Shah (Mah) 41.366, 2.
Paromita Bera (WB) 41.167, 3.
Shreya Ghosh (WB) 40.667.

Railways women 
clinch team title

GYMNASTICS

Sports Bureau
BHUBANESWAR

Anouska. BISWARANJAN ROUT

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0
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Kartik Sharma is a really fine player. He was expensive at the

auction because other teams saw that (his ability) as well. It was

good to see the temperament and skill on show. He will keep

getting better and better. We are really pleased and proud of what

he did today (Saturday) — CSK head coach Stephen Fleming.

Good to see Kartik’s temperament
and skill on show, says Fleming 

DELIGHTED

B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM
X

It’s too early for me to say (whether the MI think-tank will rest

regulars like Jasprit Bumrah for the rest of IPL 2026). There’s a lot

more cricket to be played. I don’t think we are mathematically out

of the tournament. I am going to fight and I am sure the boys will as

well — MI head coach Mahela Jayawardene.

I am going to �ght and I am sure
the boys will as well: MI coach

NOT GIVING UP

B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM
X

Delhi Capitals batter Ashutosh Sharma praised pacers Mitchell Starc

and Kyle Jamieson for providing a dream start against Rajasthan

Royals in Jaipur on Friday. “The openers (Vaibhav Sooryavanshi and

Yashasvi Jaiswal) had been doing really well for Royals,” Ashutosh

said. “Our plan was to get them out quickly.”

Plan was to get the Royals openers
out as early as possible: Ashutosh 

WORKING A TREAT

SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR
X

DC pacer Kyle Jamieson spoke about his animated celebration after

yorking RR opener Vaibhav Sooryavanshi during the IPL game in

Jaipur on Friday. “I don’t think I’ve ever been so fearful of a

15-year-old kid. We had obviously done a bit of planning, and it was

just nice that it paid o�,” said the Kiwi. 

Don’t think I’ve ever been so fearful
of a 15-year-old kid: Jamieson 

HIGH PRAISE

SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

C
hennai Super Kings
started IPL 2026
with huge question

marks around its bowling
unit. But after the �rst
three matches, it has been
the bowlers who have
stepped up consistently,
and they did so again in a
vital league game against
Mumbai Indians here on
Saturday.

Setting it up
Anshul Kamboj (three for
32) and Noor Ahmad (two
for 26) headlined Super
Kings’ �ne bowling perfor-
mance, which set up a
comfortable eight-wicket
win for the Men in Yellow.

The bowlers’ e�orts
helped restrict Hardik Pan-
dya’s men to just 159 for se-
ven before Ruturaj Gaik-
wad (67 n.o., 48b, 5x4,
2x6) led from the front,
slamming his second con-
secutive unbeaten half-
century to guide his side to
its fourth win of the
season.

Despite losing Sanju
Samson early, Ruturaj
showed he meant business
when he took 16 runs o�
Trent Boult in the third ov-
er. 

The stylish batter
punched regally down the
ground, pulled a short de-
livery through mid-wicket
before closing the over
with a �icked six over
square-leg.

Perfect partner
Kartik Sharma (54 n.o.,
40b, 4x4, 3x6), one of
CSK’s costliest buys at the
auction, played the second
�ddle to perfection, stitch-
ing an unbroken 98-run
stand for the third wicket
as the hosts cantered home
with 11 balls to spare.

Earlier, Ryan Rickelton
(37, 24b, 5x6) got MI o� to a
�ne start, getting to 57 for
one in the PowerPlay after
opting to bat �rst. 

However, once the �eld

spread out, the CSK bow-
lers completely got on top
of the visitors, stymieing
their progress with Noor
accounting for Rickelton
and Tilak Varma.

Only Naman Dhir stood
tall for MI, scoring a �ght-
ing half-century 57 (37b,
4x4, 3x6), but lacked sup-
port from the other end.
The rest of the Mumbai

batters were unable to set-
tle on a pitch that progres-
sively slowed down, scor-
ing just 63 runs between

overs seven and 15.
In the back end, Jamie

Overton bowled with a
huge heart, bending his

back and generating con-
siderable bounce at a rapid
pace in excess of 140 kph
consistently to deny MI the
�nal �ourish.

The win ensured CSK
did the double over its
arch-rival and kept its
playo� hopes alive, while
for Mumbai, it could well
be the end of the cam-
paign.

Kamboj and Noor excel as the hosts restrict the visitors to 159 for seven; Ruturaj and Kartik take them home; the Mumbai out�t stares at an early exit

IPL-19

Clinical CSK completes double over MI

S. Dipak Ragav
CHENNAI

India may have fallen well
short in the 2024 edition,
but Harmanpreet Kaur is
leaving little room for
doubt about her team’s
ambitions ahead of the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup
in England, starting June
12.

Following a historic ODI
World Cup triumph at
home, Harmanpreet did
not hesitate in backing her
side as one of the
frontrunners.

“The team that we have
�nalised has the calibre to
become champion. No
pressure or extra burden
or over-con�dence since
T20 cricket is all about do-
ing well on that particular
day,” she said minutes after
the squad announcement
on Saturday. 

The selection meeting,
chaired by Amita Sharma
and attended by head
coach Amol Muzumdar, re-
�ected a preference for ba-
lance. 

Radha gets the nod
All-rounder Radha Yadav
was picked ahead of Sneh
Rana, while injuries forced
changes to the pace re-
serves. 

Amanjot Kaur’s back in-
jury and Kashvee Gautam’s
knee issue meant rookie

Nandani Sharma was draft-
ed in as a back-up seamer. 

“Amanjot was replaced
by Kashvee. She also got in-
jured (in the series against
South Africa), so she has
been replaced by Nandani.
It’s di�cult to replace
Amanjot. We still have high
hopes,” Amita said.

India is grouped with
Australia, South Africa, Pa-
kistan, Bangladesh and the
Netherlands — a challeng-
ing pool that will test its
depth and renewed belief.

The squads: For the

three-match T20I series in

England and World Cup:

Harmanpreet Kaur (Capt.), Smriti
Mandhana (Vice-capt.), Shafali
Verma, Jemimah Rodrigues,
Bharti Fulmali, Deepti Sharma,
Richa Ghosh (wk), Sree Charani,
Yastika Bhatia (wk), Nandani
Sharma, Renuka Singh Thakur,
Arundhati Reddy, Kranti Gaud,
Shreyanka Patil, Radha Yadav.

For the one-o� Test at Lord’s

(July 10-13): Harmanpreet Kaur
(Capt.), Smriti Mandhana
(Vice-capt.), Shafali Verma,
Jemimah Rodrigues, Pratika
Rawal, Deepti Sharma, Richa
Ghosh (wk), Sree Charani, Yastika
Bhatia (wk), Nandani Sharma
Harleen Deol, Renuka Thakur,
Kranti Gaud, Sayali Satghare,
Sneh Rana.

India’s World Cup schedule

(group stage): June 14: vs.
Pakistan (Birmingham); June 17:

Netherlands (Leeds); June 21:

South Africa (Manchester); June

25: Bangladesh (Manchester);
June 28: Australia (Lord’s).

Indian team has the
calibre to lift T20 WC,
says Harmanpreet
Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

All set: Harmanpreet, BCCI secretary Saikia and selection panel

chairperson Amita during the team announcement in Mumbai. PTI

Viktor Gyokeres and Bu-
kayo Saka starred in Arse-
nal’s 3-0 win against Ful-
ham on Saturday as the
Premier League leader
moved a step closer to its
�rst title in 22 years.

Mikel Arteta’s Arsenal
demolished a woeful Ful-
ham with a three-goal �rst
half blitz at the Emirates
Stadium. The Gunners’ se-
cond successive league vic-
tory lifted them six points
clear of second-placed
Manchester City.

Pep Guardiola’s men
have two games in hand,
with the �rst of those at
Everton on Monday.

In LaLiga, Atletico Ma-
drid rested most of its star-
ters but got goals from two
debutants as it won 2-0 at
Valencia on Saturday.

The results: Premier League:

Arsenal 3 (Gyokeres 9, 45+4, Saka
40) bt Fulham 0; Brentford 3
(Mavropanos 15-og, Thiago
54-pen, Damsgaard 82) bt West
Ham 0; Newcastle 3 (Osula 12,
Burn 24, Barnes 90+5) bt Brighton
1 (Hinshelwood 61).
LaLiga: Villarreal 5 (Mikautadze
38, 68, Moleiro 62, Buchanan 87,
Pepe 90) bt Levante 1 (Espi 51);
Valencia 0 lost to Atletico Madrid
2 (Luque 74, Cubo 82).
Bundesliga: Bayern Munich 3
(Goretzka 44, 57, Olise 90+10)
drew with Heidenheim 3
(Zivzivadze 22, 76, Dinkci 31);
Bayer Leverkusen 4 (Schick 25,
76, 90, Tella 45) bt RB Leipzig 1
(Baumgartner 80).

Arsenal routs Fulham 
to pull six clear of City

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Gyokeres. REUTERS

EURO LEAGUES

MUMBAI INDIANS

Will Jacks c Ramakrishna b
Kamboj 1 (5b), Ryan Rickelton c
Urvil b Noor 37 (24b, 5x6), Naman
Dhir c sub (Sarfaraz) b Overton 57
(37b, 4x4, 3x6), Suryakumar
Yadav c Brevis b Ramakrishna 21
(12b, 3x4, 1x6), Tilak Varma c
Ruturaj b Noor 5 (8b), Hardik
Pandya c Brevis b Kamboj 18
(23b, 2x4), Robin Minz b Kamboj 5
(3b, 1x4), Krish Bhagat (not out) 3
(6b), Trent Boult (not out) 7 (2b,
1x6); Extras (b-2, lb-2, w-1): 5;
Total (for seven wkts. in 20
overs): 159.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-1 (Jacks, 1.2 overs), 2-59
(Rickelton, 6.4), 3-99
(Suryakumar, 10.4), 4-109 (Tilak,
12.5), 5-134 (Naman, 16.5), 6-139
(Minz, 17.2), 7-151 (Hardik, 19.3). 

SUPER KINGS BOWLING

Mukesh 3-0-25-0, Kamboj
4-0-32-3, Prashant 2-0-25-0, Noor
4-0-26-2, Ramakrishna 3-0-24-1,
Overton 4-0-23-1.

CHENNAI SUPER KINGS

Sanju Samson c Rickelton b
Bumrah 11 (9b, 2x4), Ruturaj
Gaikwad (not out) 67 (48b, 5x4,
2x6), Urvil Patel b Ghazanfar 24
(12b, 2x4, 2x6), Kartik Sharma
(Impact Player for Mukesh)

(not out) 54 (40b, 4x4, 3x6); Extras
(w-4): 4; Total (for two wkts. in
18.1 overs): 160.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-13 (Samson, 1.6), 2-62 (Urvil,
5.4).

MUMBAI INDIANS BOWLING

Boult 3.1-0-37-0, Bumrah
3-0-20-1, Krish 2-0-22-0,
Ghazanfar 4-0-40-1, Raghu
(Impact Player for Minz) 4-0-24-0,
Hardik 2-0-17-0.
Toss: MI; PoM: Ruturaj.
Super Kings won by eight
wickets with 11 balls to spare.

SCOREBOARD

�

The orchestrators: Noor kept it tight besides scalping two while Ruturaj led from the front in the chase. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM 

The Popov brothers —
Christo and Toma Junior —
came up with impressive
performances to help
France overpower India
3-0 in the semi�nals of the
Thomas Cup here on
Saturday.

Christo and Alex Lanier
posted contrasting victo-
ries before Toma Junior
won the third match to
send France into the �nal
of the premier team event
for the �rst time-ever.

Smooth start
After Christo had it easy
against Ayush Shetty in the
opening match, World No.
10 Lanier got the better of

K. Srikanth in straight
games to give France a 2-0
cushion. 

After Ayush su�ered a
heavy loss to world No. 4
Christo in the opening sin-

gles, all eyes were on Sri-
kanth to restore parity, but
the former world No. 1
went down �ghting 16-21,
18-21.

Ayush, drafted into the

opening singles with
Lakshya Sen nursing a
swollen right elbow, lost 11-
21, 9-21 in 39 minutes.

In the third match of the
tie, Christo’s elder sibling

Toma Junior held o� the
challenge of H.S. Prannoy
21-19, 21-16 to spark on-
court celebrations from his
teammates and the coach-
ing sta�.

France will take on Chi-
na, a 3-0 winner against
Denmark, for the title.

Injury woes for Lakshya
A swollen right elbow
ruled Lakshya out of the
semi�nal clash. 

The 24-year-old Lakshya
had saved two match-
points to script a win over
World No. 6 Chou Tien
Chen in a marathon clash
lasting against Taiwan in
the quarter�nals on Friday. 

However, the Common-
wealth Games champion
hurt his elbow while diving

for a shot during an intense
rally.

India was assured of a
medal after reaching the
semi�nals. 

The country had won
the title in 2022, besides
claiming bronze medals in
1952, 1955 and 1979.

Second reverse
Ayush, who had been on a
rampaging run in this tour-
nament, su�ered his se-
cond loss to Christo, hav-
ing also gone down in their
only previous meeting at
the Hylo Open in 2024. 

The results:

Semifinal: France bt India 3-0

(Christo Popov bt Ayush 21-11,
21-9; Lanier bt Srikanth 21-16,
21-18; Toma Junior bt Prannoy
21-19, 21-16).

Popov siblings to the fore as France blows away India’s challenge 
Press Trust of India
HORSENS (DENMARK)

Three musketeers: Christo, Lanier and Toma Junior were in dominant form. GETTY IMAGES
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A
red-hot Sunrisers
Hyderabad will
look to strengthen

its playo� chances when it
faces a resurgent Kolkata
Knight Riders in a Sunday
afternoon clash at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Stadi-
um here.

SRH enters the contest
after stitching a �ve-match
winning streak powered –
unsurprisingly – by its ex-
plosive batters. 

The Hyderabad side has
made chasing down daunt-
ing targets with ease a ha-
bit, with Mumbai Indians
and Rajasthan Royals at the
receiving end in recent
weeks.

While Abhishek Sharma
and Heinrich Klaasen have
justi�ably grabbed the hea-
dlines, the return to form
of Travis Head bolsters an
already formidable line-up.
With the likes of Nitish Ku-
mar adding depth, SRH
has slowly found its footing
as one of the complete bat-
ting units in the
competition.

Sunrisers’ bowling is al-
so beginning to hold its
own, despite conditions
heavily favouring batters.
The return of skipper Pat

Cummins brings in big-
tournament experience
and control, while the sup-
port cast has chipped in
e�ectively.

KKR, meanwhile, ar-
rives with renewed mo-
mentum. After a di�cult
start (�ve defeats, includ-
ing a 65-run thrashing by
SRH, and a washout), the
Kolkata team has steadied
itself to an extent with

back-to-back wins.
Captain Ajinkya Rahane

has been under the micro-
scope, with his dwindling
returns, especially in the
last few games, com-
pounding KKR’s problems. 

Matheesha Pathirana’s
availability has boosted a
depleted pace attack. The
below-par performances of
spin twins Varun Chakara-
varthy and Sunil Narine,

however, have been a con-
cern. How the experienced
duo handles SRH’s high-
octane batting could well
determine the outcome of
the contest.

Despite a statistical
head-to-head advantage
(20 wins in 31 games), KKR
needs to be near �awless if
it has to leave the Sunris-
ers’ backyard with two
points in hand.

After a poor start, Rahane’s men have bounced back with two successive wins; the 

Hyderabad side, powered by its explosive batters, is on a �ve-match winning streak

IPL-19

KKR may need near-�awless
display to stop in-form SRH

Anirudh Velamuri
HYDERABAD

Intriguing battle: Southee and Vettori will match wits when Knight Riders and Sunrisers cross swords

while Rinku, who has put Kolkata back on the rails, will be eager to fire again. NAGARA GOPAL

A resurgent Gujarat Titans
will be keen on extending
its winning run and solidi-
fying its Playo�s bid when
it hosts Punjab Kings at the
Narendra Modi Stadium
here on Sunday.

Two consecutive wins
have nudged GT to the
brink of the top four, and
in toppling defending
champion Royal Challen-
gers Bengaluru on Thurs-
day, it got the tailwind it
needed before facing the
table-topper.

Kagiso Rabada and Mo-
hammed Siraj have dis-
rupted teams consistently
in the early overs. Rabada
is the most successful bow-
ler in the PowerPlay this
year with 10 wickets. 

Siraj has six wickets but

his economy of 6.95 is the
second-best by any bowler
(min. 60 balls bowled) in
this phase.

“Rabada is clicking so
well up front, Siraj has
found his rhythm. So,
when you have these two
bowlers bowling six overs
for you up front, the Po-
werPlay is hardly going for
runs. That’s why we are

able to restrict other teams
to 160-170,” said Aashish
Kapoor, GT’s spin-bowling
coach. 

Daunting task
Two wickets for 19 runs in
the last match would instill
enough con�dence in
Rashid Khan to take on the
daunting task of tying
down Shreyas Iyer.

GT’s batting, still unable
to �nd a �x for its long-
standing middle-order
snag, does not look as well-
rounded as its bowling.

Last season, the top
three of Shubman Gill, B.
Sai Sudharsan, and Jos But-
tler contributed more than
70% of the side’s runs. 

This year too, their com-
bined haul is nearly 68%.

PBKS’ only concern has
been its bowling lapses. 

It concedes at 10.86 dur-
ing the �eld restrictions
and has just nine wickets in
this phase, both among the
bottom four in the league. 

Conceding totals in ex-
cess of 220, like its last two
games, is unlikely on Pitch
No. 5, and PBKS would
hope to put on a better
show before its bowling
lapses snowball into a big-
ger crisis.

GT will look to build on two successive
wins as it faces table-topper PBKS

Key personnel: While PBKS needs its bowlers like Arshdeep to fire, GT will once again bank on Gill to provide the batting impetus.

VIJAY SONEJI

Abhishek Saini
AHMEDABAD

Punjab Kings may be rid-
ing the crest of a wave in
the ongoing IPL season,
but the table-topper has
shown that it is still very
much a project in progress.

The bowling needs ur-
gent addressing, for it has
leaked runs at an alarming
rate. In seven completed
matches, PBKS has con-
ceded 200 or more on �ve
occasions and a 190-plus
total once, numbers that
could cause worry in the
camp. 

While high-scoring
games have become the
norm – courtesy pitches
tailor-made for willow-
wielders – the execution of
the Kings bowlers has at-
tracted unwanted atten-
tion. But pace �rebrand
Lockie Ferguson backed
the group to come back
stronger. 

“We have to take the
good with the bad at times

and roll with the punches.
Sometimes it will work out
and sometimes it will not. I
am sure the boys will
bounce back, and we look
forward to that challenge,”
Ferguson said during a vir-

tual interaction ahead of
the �xture against Gujarat
Titans in Ahmedabad on
Sunday. 

“In the IPL, we know
how small margins can
look a lot bigger on TV. We

know the skillsets we have
in this bowling attack, led
by Arshdeep [Singh] and
Yuzi (Yuzvendra Chahal).
We are trying to make little
adjustments, tighten up
areas, and double down on
our planning.” 

The PBKS bowlers have
scalped only 36 thus far, so
wicket-taking is another
sector that requires re�ne-
ment. 

“There is no doubt that
we are always trying to exe-
cute better. You go through
phases of not having suc-
cess and you also go
through phases of having
success. We are trying to
get into that phase of hav-
ing success,” said the New
Zealand international. 

“The boys are working
extremely hard, and you
cannot fault any of the
work that is being done be-
hind the scenes,” added
the 34-year-old Ferguson.
Will the toil result in tri-
umph? 

The PBKS bowling attack will
bounce back, says Ferguson 
S. Shrivathsan

Breathing fire: Ferguson is capable of inflicting damage in the

middle overs. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Boxing Federation of
India (BFI) has reworked
its assessment framework,
switching from round ro-
bin to knockout format in
sparring bouts, to select
boxers for important
events.

While waiting for the
Sports Authority of India’s
approval to induct 40 �nal-
ists of the Chief of Army
Sta� (COAS) Cup in the Na-
tional camp, the BFI said
the assessment would be
done in two phases in the
run-up to the Common-
wealth Games, Asian
Games, World Cup Stage-2
and other international
events. Strength and con-
ditioning tests will be held
on May 6 and 7, followed
by sparring bouts from

May 11 to 15. Final stand-
ings across weight catego-
ries will be decided after
sparring. 

The evaluation, to be
done by a panel of evalua-
tors, will carry 200 marks,
combining both technical
and non-technical parame-
ters including attendance,
weight management,
health management, inter-
national potential and
strength and conditioning.

The framework will also
consider recent perfor-
mances, including results
from the COAS Cup.

The top-four in Olympic
weights and top-two in
non-Olympic weights will
be part of the National
camp. There were com-
plaints from some boxers
after the �rst assessment
held earlier this year for
the Asian championships.

BFI tweaks assessment
framework for selections
Sports Bureau
KOLKATA

Former Formula One driver Alex Zanardi, who lost
both legs in a racing crash and went on to win
Paralympic gold medals, has died at the age of 59,
his family said on Saturday. Zanardi, from Bologna,
made his F1 debut in 1991 and later achieved
success in the CART series in the USA, winning
back-to-back championships in 1997 and 1998. In
September 2001, he was involved in a high-speed
crash during a CART race in Germany that led to
the amputation of both legs. Zanardi then turned
to para-cycling. He won four golds and two silver
at 2012 London and 2016 Rio Games.

Former F1 driver, Paralympic
champion Zanardi dies at 59

INBRIEF
�

The support for Sporting
Club Delhi and Punjab FC,
though sparse in number,
seemed to be evenly split
in Saturday’s Indian Super
League encounter at the Ja-
waharlal Nehru Stadium, a
venue that operates as the
home base for both teams.
The equation on the �eld
of play was similar, with lit-
tle to separate the two out-
�ts at the end of a goalless
draw.

Neither side showed the
�nesse required in the �nal
third to grab a victory. SC
Delhi should be a little
more disappointed with
the result given that it had
the better opportunities.

Punjab came closest to
scoring in the 15th minute.
When Manglenthang Kip-
gen took a left-footed shot
from outside the 18-yard
box and drew a save from
Delhi’s Nora Fernandes in
goal, the rebound fell kind-

ly to Nsungusi E�ong, who
failed to score. 

The result: Sporting Club Delhi 0
drew with Punjab FC 0.
At Guwahati: NorthEast United
FC 3 (Jithin 45+2, Andy 63-pen,
Parthib 90) bt Inter Kashi 2
(Llamas 71, Asif Khan 82).

SC Delhi rues missed chances in
goalless draw against Punjab

ISL 

Vivek Krishnan
NEW DELHI

Wasteful: Sporting Club and Punjab FC players were guilty of

missing chances. ISL

World champion Lando
Norris beamed in the Flori-
da sunshine on Friday after
steering his upgraded
McLaren to pole position
for Saturday’s sprint race
at the Miami Grand Prix.

The 26-year-old Briton
made the most of the ex-
tensive upgrades on his car
to outpace Mercedes’ Ita-
lian teenager Kimi Antonel-
li and end Mercedes’ early
season domination.

McLaren team-mate Os-
car Piastri was a close third
ahead of Ferrari’s Charles
Leclerc, four-time Max Ver-
stappen of Red Bull and
early season leader George
Russell of Mercedes.

Joy for Norris
in Miami as
McLaren ends
Mercedes’ run

Agence France-Presse
MIAMI

IPL: Star Sports 1 & JioHotstar, 3.30 & 7.30 p.m.

Serie A: DAZN, 4, 6.30, 9.30 p.m. & 12.15 a.m. (Monday)

LaLiga: FanCode, 5.30, 7.45, 10 p.m. & 12.30 a.m. (Monday)

Premier League: SS Select 1 & JioHotstar, 6.30, 8 & 11.30 p.m.

Bundesliga: Sony Sports Ten 2 & LIV, 7, 9 & 11 p.m.

Formula One: Miami GP, F1 TV, F1 TV Pro App & FanCode, 1.30 a.m.
(Monday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

All �ve Indian quartets
failed to make it to the res-
pective �nal rounds and
thus missed out on the
2027 World Champion-
ships berths on the open-
ing day of the World Athlet-
ics Relays on Saturday.

They will still compete
on the second day of the
event on Sunday in an ad-
ditional round for four
slots for the 2027 World
Athletics Championships.

The men’s 4x400m
team of Dharmveer Choud-

hary, Rajesh Ramesh, Vish-
al T.K. and Manu T.S. �n-
ished fourth in heat No. 3
in 3 minutes 00.32 seconds
and 12th overall.

The mixed 4x100m
team of S. Tamilarasu,
Nithya Gandhe, Animesh
Kujur and S.S. Sneha failed
to �nish in heat No. 2 as the
baton slipped out of Ku-
jur’s hands after it was
handed over to him by
Nithya. The mixed
4x400m team of Theer-
thesh P. Shetty, Ansa Babu,
Amoj Jacob and Rashdeep
Kaur �nished sixth in heat
No. 1 in 3:16s. 

India relay runners
come up short
Press Trust of India
GABORONE (BOTSWANA)

The BCCI women’s selection committee has
picked the India-A squads for the T20 and ODI
series against England-A. The tour will have three
T20Is beginning on June 20, followed by as many
one-day matches from July 1.

The squads: T20s: Anushka Sharma (Capt.), Vrinda Dinesh
(Vice-capt.), G. Kamalini (wk), Uma Chetry, Vaishnavi Sharma,
Prema Rawat, Purvaja Verlekar, Jintimani Kalita, Saima Thakor,
Simran Bahadur, Shweta Sehrawat, Deeya Yadav, Minnu Mani,
Shabnam Shakil, Tanuja Kanwar. One-dayers: Harleen Deol
(Capt.), Pratika Rawal (Vice-capt.), Priya Punia, Tanisha Singh,
G. Kamalini (wk), Uma Chetry (wk), Tejal Hasabnis, Niki Prasad,
Prema Rawat, Tanuja Kanwar, Vaishnavi Sharma, Shabnam
Shakil, Sayali Satghare, Jintimani Kalita, Saima Thakor.

India-A women’s squads for
tour of England announced

Manas Dhamne stormed into his maiden ATP
Challenger �nal with a 6-4, 6-3 win over France’s
Antoine Ghibaudo in Shymkent on Saturday. 

Dhamne makes his maiden
ATP Challenger �nal

India lost 0-2 to Australia in its opening group
match of the AFC U-17 Women’s Asian Cup
football tournament at Suzhou on Saturday. 

The result: India 0 lost to Australia 2 (Theodora Mouithys 25,
Abhista Basnett 59-og).

Australia beats India in 
U-17 Women’s Asian Cup

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0



S ND-NDECM
YK

THE HINDU 

ISunday, May 3, 2026
Delhi News in Frames

L
ast year, India’s long coastline yielded
an estimated 3.57 million tonnes of
marine �sh, brought ashore by lakhs of
�shermen, a 3% increase from 3.47

million tonnes in 2024.
But this �shing is not done mindlessly. Every

year, �shermen wait for 61 days to protect �sh
during peak spawning season, allowing �sh
populations to breed. Along the East Coast, from
West Bengal to Tamil Nadu, �shing is suspended
from April 15 to June 16, while the West Coast
observes the ban from June 1 to July 31. This
uniform ban was implemented based on the
recommendation of experts, in consultation with
coastal States and Union Territories. 

During this period, �shermen spend their days
watching the sea, chatting about �sh and the
winds, repairing boats, and removing molluscs
from hulls. In some States, non-mechanised crafts
are allowed to �sh close to shore; in others, such
as Andhra Pradesh, all �shing activity is banned.
Fish from other coasts are usually transported to
regions under the ban.

Even as the annual ban remains in force along
the Visakhapatnam coast, a small section of

�shermen has found ways to sustain their
livelihoods within the permitted limits.

The ban restricts deep-sea �shing by
mechanised and motorised boats. In the coastal
city of Visakhapatnam, it is a crucial conservation
measure, but one that leaves thousands of �shing
families without regular income for weeks. Some,
however, are making the most of the limited
relaxation that allows them to venture only a
short distance into the sea. 

Near the Dolphin Nose area, �shermen begin
their day by sourcing small �sh from boats
operating close to shore. These are used as bait as
they cautiously move further inside the water,
staying within the o�cially permitted range.

This technique has yielded surprising results
for the �shermen for the past few days.
Fishermen report catching high-value species
such as ‘Kommu Konam’ and a few others, with
each �sh fetching up to ₹25,000 in the market.
For many, what is typically a di�cult period has
become an opportunity to earn a decent income.

Ban season, 
but the catch holds
Even as the annual �shing ban remains in force, some �shermen are sustaining

livelihoods within permitted limits; using small �sh as bait, they are landing high-value

catch and earning during the ban

X

Hands and nets: Traditional fishermen haul in nets along the coast in Visakhapatnam, continuing age-old practices even as mechanised fishing remains suspended to protect marine breeding. K. R. DEEPAK

Y

Idle fleet: Mechanised boats lie idle along the 

shore at Jalaripeta Fishing Colony. K.R. DEEPAK

X

Scarce catch: Fish prices have surged during the 61-day annual ban, as limited nearshore

catch by country boats struggles to meet demand after mechanised vessels were taken o�

the waters from April 15. N. RAJESH

X

Waiting tides: Traditional catamarans line the Bay of Bengal coast, venturing out in the

absence of trawlers, as small-scale fishermen continue to rely on nearshore waters during

the ban. K.R. DEEPAK

X

Shallow hopes: O� Kasimedu fishing harbour in Chennai, small-boat fishermen continue

to fish in shallow waters, sustaining livelihoods despite restrictions on larger fishing

vessels. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM
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X

At anchor: Rows of mechanised boats remain moored at Kasimedu harbour in Chennai, marking a pause in deep-sea fishing activity. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Y

Mending time: In Pamban,

fishermen carry out repair work

on their mechanised 

boats. L. BALACHANDAR

X

Rare haul: An

unusually large

tuna catch by

catamaran

fishermen is kept

submerged at the

harbour jetty in

Visakhapatnam

ahead of auction.

The fish fetch

₹15,000–₹20,000

per piece amid

high demand. 

K. R. DEEPAK

X

Rising rates:

With supply

limited to

small-scale

catches, fish

markets are

witnessing

sharp price rises

during the ban

period. N. RAJESH

X

Small break: At Kasimedu, technicians repair and service mechanised boats, as fishermen use the

break for maintenance and upgrades. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM
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