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nuclear ‘mission’
onits way to tap
new tie-ups

Series of meetings being lined up
in New Delhi and Mumbai

Anil Sasi
New Delhi, May 2

AHIGH-POWERED US nuclear
‘executive mission’isheaded to
India later this month with a
two-pronged agenda: Taking
stock of India’s nuclear energy
landscape less than six months
after a landmark legislation
opened up this critical sector
and to communicate the
Americanindustry’sinterest, as
well as coordinate US govern-
ment messaging, on the emerg-
ent opportunities in this field.
Organised by the Washing-
ton DC-based Nuclear Energy
Institute, a lobby group of
America’s commercial nuclear
energy industry, and the US
India Strategic Partnership
Forum, the industry delega-
tion’s visit is expected to have
meetings with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and
Union Power Minister Mano-
har Lal, besideslikely meetings
with Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu

Happening
today

ONATIONALTESTING Agency
will conduct the NEET (Under-
graduate) exam for medical
courses from2pmto 5 pm,
across 552 citiesinIndia

and 14 cities abroad.

®MALDIVES PRESIDENT
Mohamed Muizzu will start his
state visit to Sri Lanka. Muizzu
and President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake are scheduled
to sign several MoUs covering
cooperation across multiple
sectors.

®ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR
Islands is set to attempt a world
record for the 'tallest human
stack underwater'inabidto
promote tourism.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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4 DRG PERSONNEL
KILLED WHILE
DEFUSINGIEDIN
CHHATTISGARH

EXPLAINED

Looking at future

The SHANTIlaw aimsto
transformthe country’s
energylandscape. Private
players will be allowed into
operations and fuel manage-
ment, accelerating capacity
while breaking state monop-
oly. The focusonimported
light water reactors and small
modular reactorssuggestsa
move towards next-genera-
tiontechnology thatissim-
pler to finance and deploy.

Naidu, Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis and
Gujarat Chief Minister Bhup-
endra Patel.

Deliberations planned dur-
ingthe course ofthe delegation’s
five day schedule (May 17-21) in-
clude meetings with the

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Passengers on board the Srinagar-Jammu Vande Bharat Express, which commenced its regular service, at the Jammu Tawi railway station on
Saturday.The semi-high-speed train will cover a distance of around 272 kmin 4 hours and 50 minutes. ant

Aboard first Srinagar-Jammu train: Soldier
expecting child, family that skipped theroad

Naveed Igbal
Srinagar, Jammu, May 2

JUST BEFORE 8 am, policemen
stationed outside the Srinagar
Railway Station began whis-
tling for everyone torush in. For
the first time, a Vande Bharat
train connecting Srinagar to
Jammu was about to pull into
the platform.

Inside the station, a quick
bag scan, an escalator to the

People receive alerts on their phones in Patna, Saturday. pri

Govt tests new system
for real-time alerts on
disasters, emergencies

Unlike SMS, cell
broadcast system
uses one-to-many
channel for alerts

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 2

THE GOVERNMENT on Satur-
day sent a test notification in
the form of a text message with
asharpbeep sound toalmostall
citizens around 11:42 am, dem-
onstrating its indigenously de-
veloped Cell Broadcast system
for instant communication
during critical situations such
as natural disasters and man-

made emergencies.

A pop-up message flashed
on mobile screens in English,
Hindiand other languages with
the headline ‘Extremely Severe

Alerts’. “India, launches Cell
Broadcast using indigenous
technology, for instant disaster
alerting service for its citizens.
Alert citizens, safe nation. No
action isrequired by the public
upon receipt of this message.
This is a test message. — Gov-
ernment of India,” it read.

The Department of Tele-
communications (DoT) said it
is set to launch an advanced
public alerting framework in
coordination with key agencies
includingthe National Disaster
Management Authority. Thisis

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

otherside of the platformandin
six minutes, the train was in
view. The smiles widened, the
phones came out, and a queue
began to form. As passengers
boarded the train to Jammu,
some for the first time ever, they
were thrilled at the prospect of
reaching their destination in
less than five hours.

While Jammu hasremained
connected to railway networks
across the country, the roughly

260-kilometre distance be-
tween Srinagar and Jammu has
been marred by landslides and
inclement weather. This train,
as aresult, hasbeen adreamin
the making for decades.

While the Srinagar-Katra
line has been functional since
June 2025, passengers on the
Vande Bharat to Jammu said
that having toboard or deboard
an hour away from Jammu
presented its own logistical

challenges. “This is just won-
derful,” Gagan, a soldier on his
way home to Rohtak in Ha-
ryana, said on Saturday. “My
wife and I are expectingour first
child to arrive tomorrow, and
with this train, I will be able to
reach home tonight.”

Posted in Kashmir for the
last two years, he said he has
taken multiple modes of trans-
portwhen he had togohomeon

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Top 500 companies’ profits grew 30%
post Covid, but no investments: CEA

Points to new Chinese, US laws, warns
of restrictive external environment

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, May 2

INDIA'S TOP economist on Sat-
urday criticised the private sec-
toraskingittoreflect whyithas
been reluctant to invest, which
initself might have contributed
to demand uncertainty.
Addressing the second an-
nual Isaac Centre for Public Pol-
icy Growth Conference organ-

ised by Ashoka University,
Chief Economic Advisor V An-
antha Nageswaran said, “Post
Covid, ifyoulook at BSE 500 or
NSE 500 companies, corporate
profits grew at 30.8% per
annum. But still, our overall
capital formation rates from
the private sector have been
disappointing.”

The CEA also warned about
a more restrictive external en-

‘Canada-based Khalistani
extremist’ In first, Ottawa
uses termto flag threat

Manraj Grewal Sharma
Chandigarh, May 2

USING THE term Canada-based
Khalistani extremist (CBKE) for
the first time in the public do-
main, the Canadian Security In-
telligence Service (CSIS) has in-
formed the country’s
Parliament that the continued
involvement of CBKEs in violent
extremist activities posed a
threat “to Canada and to Cana-

dian interests”.

In its Public Report 2025,
tabled in Parliament Friday, the
CSIS said some extremists
maintained links with Cana-
dian citizens who “leverage Ca-
nadian institutions to promote
their violent extremist agenda
and collect funds from unsus-
pecting community members”
that are allegedly diverted to-
wards violent activities.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CEA V Anantha Nageswaran. FiLE

vironment and said India
needed its own “answer” to
Chinese and American laws
that secure their supply chains
and inward investments. He
said global companies will find

»CONTINUEDONPAGE2 | |

Poll results
tomorrow,

1Bengal seat
to vote again

| 5 e e
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Voters at a polling station in South 24 Parganas district, where 15
booths of two Assembly seats saw repolling Saturday. ParRTHA PAUL

SC declines TMC
plea after EC flags
circular on both
Central, state
staff for counting

Atri Mitra
& Ananthakrishnan G
Kolkata, New Delhi, May 2

AS WEST Bengal braced for the
countingofvotesMondayinthe
high-stakes battle between the
ruling TMC and the Opposition
BJP for control of the state, the
Election Commission of India
Saturday ordered repolling
across all 285 polling stations in
the Falta Assembly constituency
on May 21, and scheduled count-
ing of votes on May 24.

POLITIC

GUJARAT PANCHAYAT POLLS
BJP candidate, father held for ‘cutting

off village water supply after poll loss’

Kamal Saiyed
Surat, May 2

THOUSANDS OF residentsof a
village in Gujarat’s Bharuch dis-
trict had their drinking water
supply cut for nearly four days,
allegedly following the pan-
chayat election loss of a BJP
candidate whose father heads
the committee that controlsthe
water supply.

The district police on Satur-

Shakil Malek (right) with his
father Khalid Malek. express

This means that on Mon-
day, results will be declared for
293 of the 294 seats in the state
Assembly.

The ECI, in a release, said it
was ordering fresh polls “in all
the 285 polling stations, includ-
ing auxiliary polling stations™
of Falta constituency after con-
sidering reports of “severe elec-
toral offences and subversion
of democratic process during
polling in alarge number of pol-
ling stations” on April 29.

Also Saturday, repolling was
heldin15booths of two Assem-
bly constituencies in South 24
Parganas district.

In New Delhi, the Supreme
Court declined to pass any
further order on a Calcutta
High Court order that upheld
the Election Commission’s
decision to deploy Central gov-
ernment and PSU employees as

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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NITIAAYOG GETS
2NEW FULL-TIME
MEMBERS

PRASOON JOSHI
NEW CHAIRMAN OF
PRASAR BHARATI

day arrested Khalid Malek and
his son Shakil Malek, a local
BJPleader whowas defeated in
the Jambusar Taluka Pan-
chayat election from Kavi-2
(Dehgam) seat. Both were later
released on bail.

The water supply to Deh-
gam village, which has a popu-
lation of nearly 10,000, was cut
on April 28, the day the results
of the April 26 elections to local

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e PUNE CONTRACTOR WINS COURT BATTLE FOR HIS MONEY SEIZED ON DECEMBER 1, 2016

Rs2lakhto O to Rs 21akh: A demonetisation story ends on happy note after adecade

Ankita Deshkar
Nagpur, May 2

THIS IS one demonetisation
story that has a happy ending
— though after a decade of
waiting.

Girish Rameshchandra Ma-
lani of Pune, who could not
convert Rs2lakh in old notes of
Rs 500 denomination as the
money was seized
on a charge that was
later dismissed, is
now set to get an
equivalent amount in the new
currency.

Originally from Akola and
now based in Bibwewadi, Pune,
thecivilengineer and contractor
says the experience has
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'_ anchor ~ planned to deposit

strengthened his faith in justice,
but reinforced that it often comes
toolate. “It should not take these
many years to get what is legally
ours,” says Malani.

On December 1, 2016, the
then 41-year-old, along with his
sister Sonal Soni, was on his
way to the Renuka Devi Temple
in Mahur. He was carrying 400
notes of Rs 500 denomination,
part of his business
funds that he

in his Akolabank ac-

count before the December 30

government deadline to ex-
change old currency.

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi had announced demon-

etisation, inasudden move, on

November 8 that year.

“I was carrying cash from
Amravati and going to Pusad to
drop my sister, when she sug-
gested that we visit the Mahur
temple that was nearby,” he says.

Their car was intercepted by
a police patrol team at the Ke-
roli Naka check-post, put up as
part of security for the ongoing
nagar panchayat elections in
Nanded district. “They
checked our vehicle, and found
the cash. I tried to explain that
I was going to deposit the
money for exchange before the
demonetisation deadline. But
they said it was election time
and this amount of cash could
not be carried, and seized it,”
says Malani.

N2\
B

Girish Rameshchandra Malani had missed the deadline to deposit
the notes as it was seized by police in view of local polls in Nanded

He was summoned by In-
come Tax officials to Nanded
and asked to prove the source
of the funds. Malani says he

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

submitted his bank statements,
audit papers, Income Tax re-
turns and business documents,
which showed that the cash

was from the legitimate infra-
structure business he operated
with his brother.

Malani says he was “not
very mature” at the time and
subjected to many rounds of
questioning. “It was the first
time I had faced somethinglike
that, or been summoned by In-
come Tax officers for an in-
quiry. It was stressful.”

The officials were event-
ually convinced that there was
no illegality, and Income Tax
authorities communicated to
Malani by December 28, 2016,
that no further action was
required. Paperwork took
another three days, says Ma-
lani, with the notes reaching
him finally on December 31,

2016 — missing by exactly one
day the deadline to exchange
the demonetised currency.

Malani says he approached
the Reserve Bank of India’s
Nagpur office in January 2017,
as well as sent formal emails,
hoping for relief due to his ex-
ceptional circumstances. How-
ever, the RBI refused to enter-
tain his request.

“Even they were correct at
theirend,” says Malani. “If they
had made an exception for me,
they would have had to do so
for everyone.”

In Malani’s case, the Central
bank also cited the Specified
Bank Notes (Deposit of Confis-
cated Notes) Rules, issued by the
Union Ministry of Finance on

May 12,2017, arguing that confis-
cated demonetised notes could
only be accepted if the seizing
authority had recorded the serial
numbers at the time of seizure
and if court directions specifi-
cally mentioned those details.
But, the Mahur police had not
documented each note’s serial
number, the RBI said.

Malani decided to approach
the Bombay High Court’s Nag-
pur Bench, and filed a writ peti-
tion on September 25, 2017. His
lawyer C N Deshpande argued
that Malani had been unfairly
deprived of his right to deposit
legal cash solely because auth-
orities retained it beyond the
deadline.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Nirav Modi, Vijay
Mallya among 21
declared fugitive
economic offenders

ED confiscates Rs 2,178 crore assets

Mahender Singh Manral
New Delhi, May 2

THE ENFORCEMENT Direc-
torate (ED) has declared 21
people, including businessmen
Nirav Modi and Vijay Mallya,
UK-based arms consultant San-
jay Bhandari, and Hajra Igbal
Memon (wife of the late Igbal
Mirchi, gangster Dawood Ibra-
him’s aide), as fugitive econ-
omic offenders (FEOs) over the
past seven years, according to
its annual report.

An FEO is an individual
against whom a warrant for ar-
rest in relation to a scheduled
offence, where the total value
involved in such offence or of-
fences is Rs 100 crore or more,
hasbeenissued by any courtin
India, and who hasleft India to
avoid criminal prosecution or
being abroad, refuses to return
to India to face criminal pros-
ecution.

However, the report added,
decisions to declare diamond
trader Mehul Choksi, Islamic
preacher Zakir Naik, and Ma-
hadev app promoters Sourabh
Chandrakar and Ravi Uppal as
FEOs under the Fugitive Econ-
omic Offenders Act (FEOA) re-
main subjudice in courts.

The central agency’s annual
report, released on Friday,
states that proceedings under
FEOA have been initiated
against 54 individuals to date,
with 21 declared FEOs and as-
sets worth around Rs 2,178.34
crore confiscated.

“Out of these 21, nine indi-
viduals were declared FEOs
in 2025-26 itself,” the report
noted.

Accordingtothereport, the
ED’s performance under FEOA
in the past two financial years—
2024-25 and 2025-26—shows
significant asset recoveryand a
rising number of offenders de-
clared as fugitives. “This re-
flects ED’s commitment to
swiftly act against those fleeing
India to evade prosecution,” it
said.

Citing Bhandari as an
example, the report noted that
aspecial court (PMLA) declared
him an FEO last year following
ED’s application on December
13,2019, under FEOA.

A UK-based arms dealer,
Bhandari fled to London after
incometaxraidsin2016. He es-
caped India via Nepal in 2016,
and an Interpol Red Notice was
issued against him in October
2017.

“Probes revealed undis-
closed foreign income of Rs 655
crore and foreign assets exceed-
ingRs100 crore. Between 2009
and 2016, he deposited huge
sums into overseas shell com-
pany accounts and invested in
properties in the UAE and UK.
ED filed a Prosecution Com-
plaint (PC) against him in 2020
and a supplementary PC in
2023. ED has now sought con-
fiscation of his properties be-
fore the Special Court (PMLA),
Rouse Avenue Court,” the re-
port said.

FROM PAGE 1

B_engal

counting supervisors and assis-
tants for the counting of votes
Monday.

Dismissing a TMC appeal
challenging the April 30 order of
the HC, the bench of Justices PS
Narasimha and Joymalya Bag-
chi declined to pass any further
order after EC counsel Senior Ad-
vocate D S Naidu described the
TMC’s apprehensions as “com-
pletely misplaced” and said the
poll body was following its April
13 circular, which also provided
forinclusion of state government
employees in the counting pro-
cess.

“No further ordersare necess-
ary...excepttoreiterate the state-
ment of Senior Advocate D S
Naidu that the circular dated
April 13, 2026 will be imple-
mented in true letter and spirit,”
the bench said.

Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the TMC, pointed
outthatasperthecircular, which
ispartofthe EChandbook, there
had to be “random selection of
state government and Central
government employees” for
counting duty, but only Central
government employees were

Alerts

aimed at enabling timely com-
munication during critical situ-
ations.“This initiative reflects a
continued commitment to
building a more responsive and
resilient communication eco-
system for citizens across the
country,” the DoT said in a post
on social media platform X.
Currently, the government
already issues disaster alerts
through SMS by deploying the
Integrated Alert System called
SACHET, which is developed

the following works: -

Office of the Executive Engineer,
PMGSY Division Jammu

Near DG(P) Residence Bikram Chowk, Jammu,
Fax No.: 0191-2439734

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e-NIT No. EE/PMGSY/J/05 of 2026-27, Dated:- 30.04.2026.

Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Jammu for and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders are invited on Percentage
basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for

Position of AAA: - Accorded.
Position of TS :- Accorded.
Position of Funds :- Demanded.

B T B
S. Name of Work/ fdvertised Cost of Barnest Time Class of Head of
No Package No Cost {locument Money | JAllowed for Contractor Account
) (X in lacs) (in ) (Rin lacs) | completion
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Permanent Restoration of TO1 to Talour Permanent
road damaged during the heavy rainfalls CLASS Restoration
of August-September 2025 under SASCL—} o 600 024 | 0l Month [“B” CLASS*“Cl  under
1 2025-26, Package No. JK05-220, Block PP I
e & CLASS “D SASCI
— Sumb, District — Samba. Adv. Cost 2025-26
Including GST | 2U25-20
Permanent Restoration of Talour to Permanent
Markoli road damaged during the heavy CLASS Restoration
rainfalls = of ~August-September 2023 o, 600 024 | 01 Month [*B” CLASS“C!  under
2 wunder SASCI 2025-26, Package No. PP
o0 & CLASS “D SASCI
JKO05-165, Block — Samba, District — 202526
Samba. Adv. Cost Including GST
Permanent Restoration of Rehian to Permanent
Khanwal road damaged during the heavy: CLASS Restoration
rainfalls ~ of ~August-September 2023 4 300 0.16 | 0l Month |“C” & CLASS|  under
3 wunder SASCI 2025-26, Package No. “p” SASCI
JKO05-88, Block — Samba, District — 2025-26
Samba. Adv. Cost Including GST —
Permanent Restoration of Rudwan to Permanent
Kandral road damaged during the heavy CLASS Restoration
rainfalls of August-September 2025 793 300 016 01 Month | “C” & CLASS under
under SASCI 2025-26, Package No. “p” SASCI
4 JK21-3003, Block—Ramgarh, District —+ 5025-26
Samba. Adv. Cost Including GST |
Permanent Restoration of TO1 to Dhalot Permanent
via Talour road damaged during the heavy CLASS Restoration
rainfalls of August- September 2025 15.98 300 032 01 Month | “B” & CLASS under
under SASCI 2025- 26, Package No. ' ’ “c” SASCI
5 JK21-3004, Block — Sumb, District -+ 2025-26
Samba. Adv. Cost Including GST
Permanent Restoration of Rakh Ambatali
to Manohar Gopala road damaged, Permanent
during the heavy rainfalls of August- CLASS “B” Restoration
September 2025 under SASCI 11.97 600 0.24 01 Month | CLASS “C” & under
6 [2025-26, Package No. JKO05-164 CLASS “D” SASCI
Block — Sumb, District — Samba. Adv, 2025-26
Cost Including GST
Permanent Restoration of Bharatgarh to
Hardulivian road damaged during the Permangnt
heavy rainfalls  of August-September CLASS “B” Restoration
D025 under SASCI 2025-26, Packagd 24 800 0.48 01 Month | 0"~ \ggec»| — under
7 No. JK05-163, Block — Nud, District - SASCI
Samba. Adv. Cost Including GST 2025-26

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q),
Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website
http://pmgsytendersjk.gov.in as per below schedule: -

1 [Date of Publishing of Tender Notice 30.04.2026

2 |Period of downloading of bidding documents From 30.04.2026 (06:55 PM) to 11.05.2026 (05:00PM)!

3 |Date of Pre - Bid Meeting 03.05.2026. (12:00 PM)

4 |Bid submission Start Date 02.05.2026. (10:00 AM)

5 |Bid Submission End Date 11.05.2026 (05:00 PM)

6 Date & time of opening of Technical Bids 12.05.2026 on or after 02:00 PM in the Office of
Online) Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Jammu

7 Date & time of opening of Financial Bids To be notified after technical bid evaluation is
Online) completed.

a)
b)

c)

Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document and EMD paid Online while submission of bid as mentioned in the

bid documents.

The date and time of opening of bids shall be notified on Web Site www.pmgsytendersjk.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders

automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address.

The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer PMGSY Division

Jammu.

The earnest money of the unsuccessful bidder shall be released online after Award of Contract.

The electronic bidding system would not allow any late submission of bids after due date and time as per server time. Bidders
may modify their bids by uploading their request for modification before the deadline for submission of bids. For this, the bidder
need not make any additional payment towards the cost of tender document. For bid modification and consequential
re- submission, the bidder is not required to withdraw his bid submitted earlier. The last modified bid submitted by the bidder
within the bid submission time shall be considered as the bid. For this purpose, modification/withdrawal by other means will
not be accepted. In online system of bid submission, the modification and consequential- submission of bids is allowed any
number of times. The bidders may withdraw his bid by uploading their request before the deadline for submission of bids;
however, if the bid is withdrawn, the re-submission of the bid is not allowed. No bid shall be modified or withdrawn after the

deadline of submission of bids.

The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.pmgsytendersjk.gov.in and conveyed to the
bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The Financial-bids of Responsive bidders shall be
opened online in the Office of Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Jammu. The date for same shall be intimated separately.
The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids.

The Earnest money shall be forfeited and the bidder shall be disqualified from bidding for any contract with this office

for a period of 03 Years from the date of notification, If: -

Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and

conditions of the bid.

Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within specified time period after issue of letter of]

acceptance.

In case contractor fails to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.

No:- EE/PMGSY/J/551-57
Dated: 30.04.2026

DIP/J-1458/26 - DATE 02 MAY 2026

Sd/-
Executive Engineer PMGSY

Division Jammu

being deployed.

Countering this, Naidu said,
“The returning officer has the
overarching power and is from
the state government... And
everything happens under his
supervision. He picks up by way
of randomisation, both the
counting supervisor and the
countingassistant. And we have
alternated in such a way that if
the first one is from Central gov-
ernment, the other is from state
government and vice versa.”

“Thereafter, each candidate
will have hisown agents. If there
are 10 tables, there will be 10
agents. They will be just watch-
ingthe proceedings...It'sacom-
pletely misplaced apprehen-
sion,” he said.

Both TMC and BJP inter-
preted the Supreme Court deci-
sion to each’s advantage.

In a press release, the TMC
said, “After hearing the parties,
the Hon’ble Supreme Court di-
rected that Clause 1 of the com-
munication dated 13.04.2026, re-
lating to the appointment of
Counting Supervisors and
Counting Assistants, must be
read along with the salient fea-
ture contained in the second
page ofthe said communication
which provides for random se-
lection of both State Govern-

by the Centre for Development
of Telematics (C-DOT), the re-
search and development centre
of the DOT. This system, based
on the Common Alerting Pro-
tocol recommended by the In-
ternational Telecommunica-
tion Union, has been
successfully operationalised by
the National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority.

Butunlike SMS alerts (which
is a one-to-one channel) which
may be missed by many, the ‘cell
broadcast’ technology used on
Saturday is unmissable since its
a one-to-many channel com-
munication system. It mirrors

CEA

it “more and more difficult” to
move out of China, and warned
that India will have to “accept
and bewillingtoworkalongside”
such arestrictive global environ-
ment.

According to the CEA, com-
panies and second or third gen-
eration entrepreneurs “chose to
accumulate those cash profits
and probably set up family of-
fices elsewhere rather than in-
vesting in real assets on the
ground”. This, he said, is some-
thing that warrants reflection
from the private sector because
even the regulatory environ-
ment has beenimproving at the
margin atstateand Central level.

The CEA said, “Corporates
and the second or third gener-
ation entrepreneurs chosetoac-
cumulate those cash profits and
probably set up family offices
elsewhere rather than investing
in real assets on the ground.”
Much of the nation building in
developed countries happened
not because of public policy
alone, but also because the in-
dustry acted in national interest
and found afusion between their
private interest and national in-
terest, hesaid. “So, it’salwayseas-
iertopointafingeratthegovern-
ment but sometimes the gaze
alsohastobereversed onthe part
of theindustry.”

The current juncture pres-

Rs2lakh

Says Malani: “The mental
struggle wasimmense. The case
weighed heavily on me, and I
would just focus on my work.
But life had to move forward,
andItold myselfIcouldn’t keep
crying over Rs 2 lakh forever.”

At the same time, he admits
hedidn’texpectthe courtcaseto
last nearly a decade. “I thought
justice would come quickly... I
kept thinking, why should I
suffer for no fault of mine.”

At other moments he con-
sidered giving up. “I thought
maybe I should just let it go be-
cause it was too much trouble.
But then, I thought — I have

ment and Central Government
employees.” “It is expected that
the process of counting of votes
shallbe conducted inafair, trans-
parent, and balanced mannerin
accordance with the directions
recorded by the Hon’ble Su-
preme Court,” it said.

The TMC also sent a letter to
the West Bengal CEO, saying
“you are requested to ensure
strict compliance with the said
Notification dated 13.04.2026, as
clarified and observed by the
Hon’ble Supreme Court in its
orderdated 02.05.2026 uponthe
undertaking given by Learned
Senior Advocate appearing for
the ECI. The requirement of ap-
propriate representation of State
and Central Government per-
sonnel in the counting process,
through the prescribed mechan-
ism of randomisation, must be
scrupulously followed ....”

The BJP said the SC decision
nottopassany further orderwas
asetback for the TMC and a vali-
dation of the electoral process.

BJPstate chiefSamik Bhatta-
charya said, “The state govern-
ment is wasting taxpayer’s
money. TMC already lost in the
election. After assuming power
in West Bengal, we will publish
the TMC government’s expendi-
ture on fighting casesin SC.”

the technologies used in coun-
triessuch asJapan (whichissued
tsunami alerts). It is a method
where short messages with
sound alerts can be sent to all
mobile devices within adefined
geographicareasimultaneously
almost in near real-time de-
livery.

The Cell Broadcast technol-
ogy, also introduced by C-DOT,
will further strengthen alert dis-
seminationin time-critical situ-
ations, such as tsunamis, earth-
quakes, lightning strikes and
man-made emergencieslike gas
leaks or chemical hazards, the
government said.

ented the private sector “a good
reasontoinvest”, with thegap be-
tween the Indian rupee and Chi-
nese yuan’s real effective ex-
changerates (REER) closing, the
CEA pointed out. This should
make it relatively expensive to
import from Chinaand relatively
inexpensive to export, every-
thing else being equal, allowing
the diversification of supply
sources away from China.

The Indian rupee hit a new
all-time low of 95.34-per-dollar
on Thursday asthe ongoingcrisis
in West Asia propelled crude oil
prices to a four-year high. The
rupee is now down more than
4% since the US and Israel at-
tacked Iran on February 28.

The FTAs signed by India
alsogive companiesaccessto for-
eign markets while also exposing
them tomore competition. How-
ever, itisimportant Indian com-
panies make use of these FTAs,
he said. “One of the problems is
the FTA utilisation by India is
very poor compared toothers. So,
the industry association and
bodies have to do a much better
job oftalking about them.”

Commenting more broadly
onthe manufacturingsector, the
CEA argued it has been able to
maintain its share in the
country’s GVA at 17-18% in real
terms “in the face of unpreced-
ented competition from China”.
“So, it is not therefore a story of
failure. It's probably a story of sta-
bility or stagnation, depending
on the eye of the beholder.”

done nothing wrong, so why
should I quit?”

Finally, Malani decided to
document each demonetised
note’sserialnumber on hisown.
“Itook down all the 400 serial
numbers one by one.”

On March 20, his legal team
submitted an affidavit to the
Bombay High Court listing the
serial numbers.

On April 22, a Divisional
Bench of Justices Urmila Joshi-
Phalke and Nivedita P Mehta
ruled in Malani’s favour. They
held that the rulesshould notbe
followed so strictly when it was
the government’s own actions
that had led to the situation.

Accepting the March 2026 af-
fidavit by Malani’s side as suffi-
cient compliance, the court di-

‘Khalistani extremist’

“This past year marked the
40th anniversary of the bomb-
ingof Air India Flight 182, whose
suspects were members of Ca-
nada-based Khalistani extremist
groups.Itremainstothisdaythe
deadliest terrorist attack in Ca-
nadian history, with 329 people
killed, most of them Canadians,”
the report said, adding: “There
were no CBKE-related attacksin
Canadain2025.”

Atthesametime, theagency,
initsreport, said that support for

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Khalistan through peaceful and
lawful meansdid notamountto
extremism. “Some Canadians
participate in legitimate and
peaceful campaigning to sup-
port the Khalistan separatist
movement,” the report said, ad-
dingthat “non-violentadvocacy
foranindependent state of Khal-
istan is not considered extrem-
ism”.
Theagency’sreferencetothe
1985 Air India Flight 182 bomb-
ing comes on its 40th anniver-

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Train

leave but this direct train to
Jammu is a “relief” for the time
itsaves.

As the train rolled out of Sri-
nagar, for the most part, every-
one stared out at the green ex-
pansethatisSouth Kashmir. The
mountainsstill covered insnow,
the vast fields and dense or-
chards. Until the train disap-
peared into the tunnels of the
Jammu region, promptinga col-
lective tilting of heads inward
and conversations with
strangers. “Ididn’t knowI could-
n’'tselect aseat, I got mine much
after booking the ticket yester-
day,” said a man heading home
toJammu. A card gamebeganin
another coach as travellers ex-
pressed surprise at the leg room
and began comparing it to the
tight seatson a plane.

Aakash and Deepti Goyal
were travelling in Kashmir with
their son for the last five days.
Justyesterday, they heard about
the direct train to Jammu and
booked their tickets. “We were
planning to travel to Jammu by
carandthentakeatrainhometo
Hindon, but this idea seemed
better,” Aakash said.

On Saturday, lessthan 50 per
centofthe20 coacheswere occu-
pied. Armed and unarmed se-
curity personnel walked the
length of the train on the hour,
and every few minutes, acleaner
swept the floor.

Itisn’tjust the timesaved that
is on everyone’s mind, it’s the
convenience and “luxury of cer-
tainty” aswell. “GoingtoJammu
meantbeing coveredindustand
grime and havinga sore back. In
this train, I know I will get home
without exhaustion,” said Sajad,
a Kashmiri travel agent, adding
thatbecause oflandslidesonthe
road, “one could never say how
long it would take.”

The train made three stops
before Jammu— Banihal, Katra
(Vaishno Devi) and Udhampur.
Jammu Tawi station arrived at
12:45 pm.

The train halted for about 30
minutes. The platform had stu-
dentsstudyingin different parts
of the country, Army men re-
turningtoduty, and government
employees set to return to Kash-
mir for the summer asthe seat of
government shifts to Srinagar
Monday.

At1:20 pm, itleft for Srinagar.
Among the passengers was
Dharmendra Singh, a Himachal
Pradesh resident who has spent
16 years posted in the Armed
Forcesin J&K. “I have only a few
days of leave at a time. A lot of
thatwasspent gettingtoJammu
inconvoysand thentakingabus
home. Now I can get home
quicker and also bring family to
visit safely,” he said.

Vinod Kumar, a J&K govern-
ment employee, was going to
join work at the secretariat.
“When I was younget, a train to
Srinagar seemed like a dream.
Weheard about plans, butInever
thoughtI'dlivetoseeatraincross
the Pir Panjal and into Kashmir,”
hesaid.

At 6 pm, as stated on the
ticket, the train arrived at Srina-
gar Railway Station in Nowgam,
and theshawlsand jacketscame
outaspassengers madetheirway
intothecity.

The journey that was 10
hoursone-way by caronlyadec-
ade ago is now a 10-hour return
trip with views to serve.

rected him to submit the notes
totheRBIinaweek, and told the
Central bank to verify the serial
numbers and pay him Rs 2 lakh
invalidlegal tenderwithin eight
weeks.

RBI data shows that more
than 99% of the demonetised Rs
500 and Rs1,000 notes, amount-
ing to Rs 15.310 lakh crore, had
made their way back into the
system by August 9, 2018, leav-
ing about Rs 10,720 crore that
hadn’t.

Malani says one of his first
stops after getting the money
will be atemple —markinga full
circle from where the story
began. “I will make a chadava
(anoffering) of Rs5,000.” Itwon’t
be in cash, but in the form of a
food donation.

sary. The bombing, linked to
Babbar Khalsa extremists, killed
329 people and remains Ca-
nada’s worst terror attack.

The report also placed for-
eign interference high on Ca-
nada’sthreatlist,naming China,
India, Russia, Iran and Pakistan
among the principal states en-
gaged in espionage and interfer-
ence activities.

On India, the CSIS said New
Delhi had “historically culti-
vated covert relationships with
Canadian politicians, journal-
ists, and members of the Indo-
Canadian community” to ad-
vanceitsinterests. It alleged this

US nuclear ‘mission’

Department of Atomic Energy
top brass, NITI Aayog, other
energy ministries and represen-
tatives of state-owned Nuclear
Power Corporation of India Ltd
(NPCIL) and NTPC Ltd.

The delegation would likely
land in New Delhion May17and
stay until May 19, before heading
to Mumbai on May 20 for a series
of meetings spanning two days.
US Ambassador Sergio Gor and
the US Embassy staff are likely
to set the agenda for the delega-
tion’s series of formal meetings
that get underway on the morn-
ing of May 18.

The Mumbai leg is likely to
include meetings with India’s
private sector energy playersin-
cludingReliance Industries Ltd,
the Adani Group, Tata Power
Company Ltd, JSW Energy, Ved-
anta, Larsen & Toubro Ltd, Tata
Consulting Engineers and Hin-
dalco Industries.

Last December, Parliament
had passed the Sustainable Har-
nessing and Advancement of
Nuclear Energy for Transform-
ing India (SHANTI) Act, 2025,
markingamajor shiftin how In-
dia’s tightly-controlled nuclear
power sector willbe governedin
the coming years. For the first
time, the Act enabled private
players to enter the operations
side of this critical sector as well
as areas such as fuel manage-
ment, which had remained
under tight public-sector control
for decades.

Alongside theincreased role
for the private sector in nuclear
plant operations, the deploy-
ment of imported Light Water
Reactor-based projects, aided by
foreign funding, are two out-
comesin thewake of the passage
of the new legislation, which
opens up the possibility of more
imported LWR-based nuclear
projects of the kind that are
being set up by the Russians in
Kudankulam, Tamil Nadu.
India is also keen to look at the
possibility of the deployment of
small modular reactors or SMRs.

Although India’s civil nu-
clear programme has expertise

in manufacturing pressurised
heavy water reactors — from
220MWe PHWRs to the new
700MWEe reactors — an impedi-
ment of sorts for the country’s
nuclear establishment is its re-
actor technology. Based on
heavy water and natural ura-
nium, the PHWRs are atechnol-
ogy that India’s nuclear estab-
lishment hasa mastery over, but
one that is increasingly out of
syncwiththe LWRsthatarenow
the most dominant reactor type
across the world. The Ameri-
cans, the Russians and the
Frenchareamongtheleadersin
LWR technology. Also, India’s
dominant nuclear technology -
its mainstay PHWRs - has
scalability issues.

The government’s move to
look outwards for collaborations
onnuclearisdriven by two clear
policy imperatives: the desper-
ate need for base load alternat-
ivestocoal-fired capacity totide
over the limitations of renew-
ables; and moreimportantly, the
external outreach for nuclear
collaborationsisdriven more by
the need for capital than the
need for technology, a top gov-
ernment official had indicated
ahead of the passage of the nu-
clear amendments.

The SHANTI Act was
passed amid Opposition’s con-
cern over allowing private
players and changes in the lia-
bility regime, particularly the
whittling down of provisions
fixing responsibility on equip-
mentsuppliersintheeventofa
nuclear accident. This new Act
replaced two earlier legislations
- the Atomic Energy Act, 1962
(AE Act) and the Civil Liability
for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010
(CLNDA) - and effectively re-
drew the rules that govern In-
dia’s nuclear power sector.
From who can build and oper-
ate plants and how accident lia-
bility is capped, to the role of
the safety regulator and the
mechanisms for dispute resol-
ution and compensation, all of
these have been tweaked or
changed.

Water supply cut off

self-governmentbodiesin Guja-
ratwere announced. The supply
was restored after police inter-
vention on Friday evening,

The elections saw the BJP
winning a majority of the self-
governingbodies across Gujarat,
and in the 22-seat Jambusar ta-
luka panchayat, the BJP re-
turned to power by winning 14
seats. The Congress won six
seats, while AAP and an Inde-
pendent won one each.

Shakil contested the Kavi-2
seat, where the other candidates
were Congress’s Tanvir Malek
and AAP's Sohel Shaikh — all
residents of Dehgam. On April
28, when the election results
were declared, AAP candidate
Shaikh won with 2,100 votes,
while Shakil got 1,098 votes and
Tanvir got 1,300.

Following the defeat, Shakil
and his father allegedly went
around the village brandishing
swords and threatening resi-
dents that they would not get
drinking water. Videos of the
incident went viral on social
media. After verifying the vi-
deos, police lodged a case.

According to former sar-
panch and gram panchayat
member Ibrahim Malek, the vil-
lage residents used to get water
from a pond until around 30
yearsago, whenan NRI, through
theIslahul Muslimeen Trust, do-
nated funds and an under-
ground water pipeline was laid,
connecting the village with the
Narmadariver through the Jha-
nor pumping station.

“Thewaterisdelivered tothe
distribution centre from where
it goes to different households.
A five-member Dehgam Water
Committee was formed, headed
by a president, to run the water
distribution network. For the op-
eration and maintenance of the
water distribution centre, and
the salaries of two staff
members, nominal fees are col-
lected from individual house-

included surveillance and coetr-
civetacticsaimed at suppressing
criticism of the Indian govern-
ment within Canada.

CSIS Director Dan Rogers
said Canada’s threat landscape
was “constantly evolving”, while
the agency maintained the
country’s national terrorism
threat level at “medium”
through 2025, citing a realistic
possibility of extremist violence.

In March this year, Canada’s
Prime Minister Mark Carney
travelled to New Delhi and held
talks with Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi asthe two countries,
moving to transform ties to a

holds. Currently, Khalid Malekis
the president of the water com-
mittee,” Ibrahim Malek said.

According to village sar-
panch Mohsin Malek, after the
water supply was stopped on
April 28, other members of the
water committee appealed to
Khalid to resume the supply,
“butheand hissonwere firmon
their decision”.

In those four days without
supply, residentsresorted to tak-
ingwater from anearbywelland
borewells. One of the residents
said they were “scared of the
father-son duo and did notdare
to confront them or lodge a po-
lice complaint™.

Jambusar Taluka BJP presi-
dent Kuldeep Sinh Yadav said,
“After learning about the inci-
dent, wereached thevillageand
held ameetingwith the villagers,
including... Khalid Malek, his
son Shakil Malek and police of-
ficials and restored the water
supply. We told Khalid the water
isgiven free of cost tothe people
by the Gujarat government and
nobody should daretostop (it)...
We have informed our party’s
higher-ups about the actions
taken by Shakil Malek and his
father...”

Kavi police inspector KM
Chaudhary said, “We first
started the water supply after
taking Khalid Malek into confi-
dence and later arrested him
and his son Shakil Malek from
their home Saturday. They are
out on bail. We suspect that due
tothedefeat of Shakil in thelocal
body polls, both had made the
decision to stop the supply of
water to the households. We will
take statements from the vil-
lagers, the sarpanch, and other
individuals to know what drove
both father and son to come out
with swords in their hands.”

The Maleks were booked
under BNS section 223 (b) (dis-
obedience to the order promul-
gated by a public servant).

“nextlevel partnership” and put
behind a bitter recent past,
signed a “landmark deal for
long-term uranium supply”.

The two sides also signed a
slew of pacts and agreed to con-
clude a Comprehensive Econ-
omic Partnership Agreement by
theend of the year. Thismarked
a turnaround in ties which took
aseverehitafter Carney’s prede-
cessor Justin Trudeau, in Sep-
tember2023, alleged Indian gov-
ernment agents were involved
in thekilling of Khalistan separ-
atist Hardeep Singh Nijjar — a
charge India rejected as “moti-
vated”.
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Karkardoomajudge, 30, found
dcad athome, suicide suspected

PCR call made by
brother-in-law;
wile also ajudge

Pragynesh &
Nirbhay Thakur
New Delhi, May 2

A 30-YEAR-OLD judge posted
at the Karkardooma court was
found dead at his Green Park
house in South Delhi on Satur-
day evening, police said. After
apremilinary investigation was
conducted, it is suspected that
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At a Jan Sunwayi meetingon
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Shalimar Bagh
tobeturned
into model
constituency,
says CM

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 2

AS SHE heard out public griev-
ances on Saturday during a Jan
Sunwayi session, Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta announced that
Shalimar Bagh, which is her

Judge Aman Kumar Sharma

hedied by suicide, according to
officers.

A PCR call was received at
Safdarjung Enclave police sta-

tion at 1.45 pm. It was found
that the Judicial Services offi-
cial, identified as Aman Kumar
Sharma, had died at his resi-
dence. He is suspected to have
died by hanging.

Police said they entered the
house by breaking down the
door. The PCR callwas made by
his brother-in-law, according to
the officers. “The call was
made by Shivam, a resident of
Defence Colony, who is
Sharma’s brother-in-law,” an of-
ficer said.

The body has been sent for
post-mortem. "No foul play has
been established so far. How-

ever, all angles are being exam-
ined as part of inquest proceed-
ings," a senior officer said.
Statements of all people con-
cerned are being recorded and
further investigation is under-
way, said officers.

Sharma was posted as the
Full-Time Secretary of the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) at the Karkardooma
court. As per the North East
District Legal Service Authority
website, Sharma joined the
DelhiJudicial Serviceson June
19, 2021. He completed his
BA LLB from Symbiosis Law
School, Pune, in 2018. He dealt

with various criminal and civil
matters while holding different
jurisdictions as the Judicial
Magistrate First Class and as a
civiljudge, it said.

With effect from October 18,
2025, Sharma had taken charge
as the Full-Time Secretary of
the DLSA at the Karkardooma
court.

He is survived by two
children, one of whom is less
than nine months old, and his
wife, also ajudge.

A source in the court said,
“He was a young judge. I had
met him once. We didn’t know
himwell...”

EASING TRAFFIC CONGESTION ALSO HIGHLIGHT OF Rs 6,048-CRORE BUDGET
Boosting connectivity to Noida airport,
firefighting infra focus in GNIDA Budget

Drishti Jain
Greater Noida, May 2

A 15 km long road to connect
Greater Noida to Ganga Ex-
pressway and a six-lane elevated
road parallel to the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor
(WDFC), a1,506-km, electrified
railway line dedicated connect-
ing Maharashtra to Dadri in
Uttar Pradesh — Greater Noida
Industrial Development Auth-
ority’s (GNIDA) nod tothese two
projects to boost connectivity to
the NoidaInternational Airport
and neighbouring cities were
among thekey highlightsasthe
nodal agency approved the
2026-27 Budget on Saturday. In
the Rs 6,048 crore Budget,
GNIDA has also allocated Rs 1.8
crore for UP Roadways to deploy
1S electricbuses foraninitial six
months after the airport begins
operating commercial flights
from June 15.

Explaining the significance
of a connecting road to Ganga
Expressway, an official said, “A
15 km long road will be con-
structed to connect a 105 m
stretch in Greater Noida to the
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Noida airport is set to operate
commercial flights from
June15. FiLE

Ganga Expressway. This will re-
duce the travel time of people
headed from Noida and Greater
Noida to Ganga Expressway
entry point from around 1 hour
35 minutes to 30-45 minutes.”
The official also added that
the six-lane road, once con-
structed, will ensure easy transit
of goodstothe cargo terminal of
the Noida International Airport.
While the airportis expected
to serve lakhs of passengers

from Delhi-NCR and Western
UP, commute and last-mile con-
nectivity have been among key
concerns. Officials said that 15
EV buses will cover busy areas
such as Pari Chowk, Char Murti
Chowk and Surajpur in Greater
Noida.

In its Budget, the nodal
agency hasalso highlighted that
itwill commissionastudy toIIT
Delhi to recommend solutions
for easing traffic congestion at
Pari Chowk, Knowledge ParKk,
Expo Mart, P-3roundabout and
surroundingareas. “Pari Chowk
is one of the busiest intersec-
tions of Greater Noida. Thou-
sands of vehicles pass through
the areadaily. Solving the traffic
problem here is the first priority
of the authority,” said another
official.

In anotherimportant alloca-
tion, the nodal agency, respon-
sible for development of Greater
Noida City, hassaid that two hy-
draulic platforms of 102 meters
to tackle fire incidents in high-
rises will be purchased for Rs
100 crore.

This comes after a massive
fire at Gaur Green Avenue in
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constituency, will be soon devel-
oped into a “model consti-
tuency”. “The Delhi govern-
ment aims to develop Shalimar
Bagh intoamodel constituency
where residents have access to

high-quality essential services.
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Ghaziabad’s Indirapuram ear-
lier thisweek gutted several flats
worth over Rs3 crore and lapses
were flagged in the rescue oper-
ation.

Meanwhile, the authority
has also put up new allotment
rates of assets for the financial
year with an increase of 3.58%
for all types of properties. Allot-
ment rates refer tothe prices set
by the authority for giving land
or property (plots, flats, com-
mercial spaces)toindividuals or
organisations. “This increase
has been made on the basis of
the cost inflation index. Land
will be allotted to government
and semi-government depart-
ments at prevailing residential
rates,” said GNIDA CEO Ravi
KumarNG.

Inthe past fewyears, he said,
investors have shown a greater
inclination towards the indus-
trial area.

“The authority is continu-
ously making efforts to provide
land toinvestors. In the 202627
Budget, an increased emphasis
is being given on land acquisi-
tion and infrastructure,” the
GNIDA CEO said.
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Continuous monitoring and co-
ordination is being ensured to

meet this goal,” she said.
Gupta, who also resides in
Shalimar Bagh, contested the
Assembly elections for the first
time in 2025 from the consti-
tuency and won with a signifi-
cant majority. Followingthela-
test Jan Sunwayi session, which
she has been holding since last
year after assuming charge,
Guptaalso highlighted that sev-
eral development works are
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being fast-tracked in Shalimar
Bagh to strengthen basic infra-
structure.

These include road up-
grades, ensuring clean and un-
interrupted water supply, set-
ting up Atal Canteens,
expanding Ayushman Jan Aro-
gya Mandirs, installing water
ATMs, modernising parks, and
developing organised parking
facilities.

The CM also instructed
officials to expedite pending
cases and provide timely relief
to citizens.
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3 OF FAMILY DIED IN JABALPUR BOAT CAPSIZE ON APRIL 30

Son-in-law broke lock on
cabinet with life jackets, staft
didn’t help: father of woman

who drowned

Pragynesh
New Delhi, May 2

THE CEMETERY atSector19in
Dwarka was swamped on Satur-
day, mostly by friends and
family members of Marina Mesi
(38) and her four-year-old son
Trishan, whodrowned duringa
storm at Bargi Dam on Nar-
mada river on Thursday while
they were on a cruise.

The bodies were recovered
frominside the submerged hull
of the cruise boat -- operated by
the Madhya Pradesh Tourism
department -- sharing a single
life jacket.

At the cemetery, Marina’s
husband Prabhakar cut a de-
jected figure. He was on the
cruise with five family members
-- Marina, his two children, his
father-in-law Julius Massey (65)
and mother-in-law Madhur
Massey (62).

Only Prabhakar, his
daughter Siya (14) and Julius
survived.

“I saw Marina and my son
drown in front of my eyes. I am
tired of thinking and speaking
about it,” Prabhakar said.

Julius said that till the very
end, he held on to hope that his
daughter and grandson would
survive.

“We had attended a house
warming party a day ago, and
wanted to go on a cruise. We
were all sitting on the upper
deck of the vessel. When water
started flooding in, I asked my
wife and daughter to move
downstairs. I didn’t think
straight — that the lower deck
would flood first. When tragedy
strikes, you lose your ability to
think clearly,” he added.

Julius alleged that amid the
panic, none of the staff
members operating the cruise
came to help.

“My son-in-law broke the

bEel)

with child

T

Marina’s husband Prabhakar on Saturday. pti

lock on the cabinet that con-
tained life jackets. We started
putting them on... When the
boat capsised, I got pushed out
asIwasontheouterside.Iman-
agedtohold ontoatubeand get
out of the water,” he said.

Julius said that soon he saw
hiswife’sbody being recovered.
He still hoped that Marina was
alive.

“When they brought her out
of the water, she was wearing a
life jacket... but she was lifeless.
When they removed the life
jacket, we found my grandson
was wrapped in it too,” he
added.

Marina's brother Kuldeep
said the family members were
on the upper deck when
weather conditions suddenly
deteriorated. "My sister was on
avideo call with us, showing us
the view and the water. Then
suddenly everything changed.
She kept crying, 'Save me...save
me..." and after that the phone
disconnected," he added.

Jacob, Marina’s elder
brother, was in Delhi when he
received the news. “...My father
said they received no help --
there were nodivers, nothing. If
notforthelocal villagers,Idon’t
know what would have hap-

pened,” he said.

A colleague of Prabhakar,
Karan, remembered Marina as
someone who would send food
for him. “She would often ask
whatIwanted toeat,and would
send it the next day in Prabha-
kar'slunch box.”

On Thursday, a cruise vessel
carrying 35 to 40 passengers
capsized in the Bargi Dam area
of Jabalpur, following a sudden
storm that triggered strong
winds and high waves on the
Narmadariver.

According to senior officials
and rescue personnel, the se-
quence of events that led to the
accident began even before the
cruise started. A weather advis-
ory warning of 40-50 kmph
windshadbeenissued aday ear-
lier. Despite this, the cruise
began around 4.30 pm. By
around 6 pm, when the boat
reached near Khamaria island,
weather conditions worsened
sharply.

According to eyewitnesses
present on the riverbank, they
shouted and signalled to the op-
erator to return. Survivors said
those warnings were ignored.

By Saturday, 11 bodies
had been found and 28 people
rescued.

Land Ports Authority of India, MHA
(Appointment of Member (Planning & Development)

LPAI had issued a vacancy circular dated 2nd March, 2026
for filling up the post of Member (Planning &
Development) with the last date of submission of
applications being 13-04-2026. Now the last date is being
extended up to 23-05-2026. For more details, please visit
the website of Ministry of Home Affairs
http://mha.gov.in and LPAI at http://Ipai.gov.in.
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Pragynesh
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EIGHT BANK accounts, in-
cluding two linked to NGOs,
three hotels in two states, and
two men who were not paid
commissions for helping
execute a cyber fraud - these
areamongthekey findingsofa
more than 600-page charge-
sheet filed by the Delhi Police
before a courtin March in what
investigators have described as
one of the Capital’s biggest
“digital arrest” scams.

The case pertains to an
elderly couple in Greater Kail-
ash, who were allegedly duped
of Rs 14.85 crore after being
placed under “digital arrest”,
between December 24, 2025
and January 9, 2026.

According to the police, the

'DELHI POLICE FILES 600-PAGE CHARGESHEET IN ONE OF CAPITAL'S BIGGEST DIGITAL ARREST SCAMS

NGO fronts, remote access: Insule Rs 14.85-cr digital arrest

accused routed funds allegedly
stolen from the couple through
atleasteightaccounts, including
NGO Shivansh Charitable Foun-
dation (Rs 2.1 crore were routed
through its account), NGO Flo-
resta Foundation (Rs 4 crore),
Refine Alpha Metals and Re-
cycles Private Limited (Rs 2.05
crore), Metison Tour and Travel
Limited (Rs 1.99 crore), Nature
Bio Agri Chem Private Limited
(Rs501akh), UshaTour & Travels
(Rs 2.2 crore) and RN Recruiters
Private Limited (Rs 2 crore).
Police said the NGO Shi-
vansh Charitable Foundation's
bank account was operated by
one Arun Kumar Tiwari from
Varanasi. “During questioning,
Arun said that a Varanasi resi-
dent, Dr Brijesh Kumar, intro-
duced himtoone Praduman Ti-
wari, who claimed that he

would secure funding for his
NGO fromacompany underthe
guise of CSR (Corporate Social
Responsibility),” said an officer.

Arun was allegedly in-
structed that once the funds
were deposited into his NGO's
account, they would keep 8%
and return the remaining bal-
ance to the company.

“Last November, Arun met
one Atul Mishra alias Bhu-
pender, who asked him to ar-
range a corporate account to re-
ceive funds on which a 5%
commission will be paid,” the
officer said.

Police said Arun, Praduman
and Bhupender met at Hotel
Gayatriin Lucknow on January
5,and Rs2.1crore ofthe cheated
amount was transferred to the
NGO's corporate account on Ja-
nuary 6.

The couple was allegedly
duped of Rs 14.85 crore.

According to the probe,
another account that received
a significant portion of the
proceeds belonged to Floresta
Foundation, an NGO registered
in 2022 in the name of Patel
Divyang.

“Divyang said that around
two months ago (in November),

Delhi-NCR housing surges: 30% sales
jumpin Q1 2026 premlum demand soars

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Gurgaon, May 2

THE NATIONAL Capital Re-
gion’s residential real estate
market is pivoting from vol-
ume-driven affordable housing
to value-driven premium
supply, as per a market assess-
ment report released by real es-
tate services firm JLL Thursday.

Delhi-NCR recorded a
massive 30% year-on-year
growth in housingsales during
the first quarter of 2026. The ro-
bust growth is largely sup-
ported by new infrastructure
initiatives and accumulated
buyer demand, experts said.

The region, which en-
compasses Delhi, Gurgaon,
Noida, Greater Noida, Ghazia-
bad, Faridabad, and Sohna, re-
mains a dominant force in the
national real estate landscape.
Along with Bengaluru, Mum-
bai, and Pune, it helped ac-
count for approximately 77% of
all housing sales across India’s
top seven cities in Q12026.

The numbers

W Sales: In Q1 2026, housing
sales in Delhi-NCR reached
10,740 units, a 30% increase
from 8,290 units sold in Q12025.
ELaunches: New project
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Mapsko Casabella at Sector 82
in Gurgaon.

launches saw an exceptional
64% year-on-year surge, with
13,631 units introduced to the
market in Q12026 compared to
Q4 2025’s12,055 units.
B Priceappreciation:Driven
by this premiumisation and
underlying demand, Delhi-
NCR led the year-on-year prop-
erty price growth, recording a
substantial 12-15% annual
growth in capital values.
Rahul Singla, Director of
Mapsko Group, said, “JLLs latest
update has indicated the im-
pressive performance of India’s
residential real estate sector,
with Delhi-NCR registering an
exceptional rise in sale numbers
of 30%, putting it in one of the
best-performinglocations. It sig-
nifies the sustained investor op-
timism and increasing inclina-

tion towards high-quality hous-
ing schemes. With a strong de-
velopment pipeline and effi-
cientabsorption of demand, the
market is in equilibrium, mak-
ing Delhi-NCR a highly fa-
voured destination.”

Rs 1crore+segment

The divergence between
launch and sales growth repre-
sents developers’ strategic
focuson medium-tolong-term
demand projections, the report
noted. Specifically, the market
is witnessing a clear shift away
from affordable housing. Na-
tionally, the premium segment
dominated Q12026, with apart-
ments priced above Rs 1 crore
accounting for 71% of total sales.

Pushpender Singh, Manag-
ing Director of JMS Group,
noted: “The steady rise in hous-
ing sales across Delhi-NCR re-
flects a clear shift in buyer pref-
erence. Today’shomebuyersare
choosing larger homes and
better communities. The Rs 1
crore-plus segment is seeing
strong demand, especially in
NCR. Thisisdriven by higherin-
comes, lifestyle changes, and in-
vestment confidence.”

Rajan Yadav, Director of
Roots Developers, added, “The
rising growth in housing sales

shows that the market is be-
coming more quality focused.
Buyers want better quality and
location advantages. The Rs 1
crore-plus segment is expan-
ding beyond core city areas.”

New micro-markets

The upward market trajec-
toryis heavily intensified by en-
hanced infrastructure, such as
expressways and Metro con-
nectivity, which continue to
open up micro-markets
throughout the region, devel-
opers added. While Gurgaon
and Noida have traditionally
led the charge, new frontiers
are rapidly emerging, they said.

Mohit Malhotra, Founder &
CEO of NeoLiv, highlighted
one such beneficiary: “After
Gurgaon and Noida, Faridabad
has emerged as a high-poten-
tial micro-market, driven by
accelerated infrastructure de-
velopment and improved con-
nectivity across NCR. The
opening of the Jewar Airport
connecting Faridabad by the
expressway, cutting travel time
to just 30-45 minutes, along
with the upcoming Metro ex-
tensions, and the nearly com-
pleted FNG Expressway, has
repositioned the city on the re-
gion’s realty map.”

Delhi gears up for SIR: Govt tells staff to verity
names, details against previous electoral lists

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, May 2

EVEN AS the schedule for the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
exercise in Delhi is yet tobe an-
nounced, the preparatory work
on the ground — like mapping
of electors — has already been
ongoingover the last two-three
months, said officials. In a re-
cent notice, following direc-
tions from the Chief Electoral
Office, the Delhi government
has asked its employees and
staff of autonomous bodies to
verify their names against the
2002 voter list.

Inthefirstsuch orderissued
to the Heads of the Depart-
ments (HOD) ahead of SIR, it
has been stated: “SIR of electo-
ral rolls is being carried out
throughout India. In NCT of
Delhi also, preparatory exer-
cises for the upcoming SIR are
being carried out. As per the

Key highlights

®Toensure ease in search-
ing details, adocument of
the 2002 electoral list has
been uploaded on the web-
site of CEO, Delhi.

—
e

@ Mapping work has been
ongoing for 2-3 months

® Delhigovt has over
5,000 employees

Names can be searched using Voter or EPIC ID

Election Commission’s instruc-
tions, mapping of electoral roll-
2025 is being done vis-a-vis
electoral rolls of the last SIR i.e.
2002. For this purpose, BLOs
(blocklevel officers) are visiting
houses in their allotted part for
obtaining electors’ details per-
taining to the year 2002.”

The Delhi government has
over 5,000 employees, and over
400 bureaucrats. Besides, there
are contractual employees and
class 3 and 4 level staffs.

To ease out the process of
searching names in the electo-

ralrolls, the 2002 votinglist has
been uploaded on the website
of CEO, Delhi, said officials, ad-
ding that Voter ID or Electors
Photo Identity Card (EPIC)
number can be entered to
match the details.

For those who settled in
Delhi from other states after
2002, the order underlined,
“They can obtain their details
from the ECI website as appear-
ing in the voter list of
2002/2003/2005 (year of last
SIR held in that particular State,
as the case may be)."

The employees have been
asked to share thisinformation
with the BLO of their area dur-
ing the ongoing house-to-
house (H2H) verification pro-
cess during pre-SIR period and
also during distribution and
collection of enumeration form
during SIR period, said officials.

“..Jam directed to get this
information disseminated toall
employees of GNCTD/ auton-
omous bodies through their
HODs for checking their names
in the electoral rolls-2002 and
sharing the same with their
BLOs visiting their homes,”
read the order by the Chief
Electoral Office, Delhi.

An official said, “Once the
mapping of electors is done,
when the actual SIR is an-
nounced, further process will
be easier because we will have
some data. The electors can
also get their problems solved
and help the mapping process.”

he came in contact with one
Shitole Krutik. On the pretext of
receiving ‘legal NGO dona-
tions’, Krutik persuaded himto
provide the bank account de-
tails of his NGO. Despite his in-
quiriesregarding the legality of
the funds, Krutik assured him
thatthe money waslegitimate,”
the officer said.

On December 29, 2025, Div-
yangwas allegedly taken to MD
Hotel by Krutik, where he met
one Neel Kailashbhai, a resi-
dent of Ahmedabad.

Neel, a BCom graduate, has
told police he had previously
worked with several banks be-
tween 2023 and 2025, handling
credit cards, bank accounts, and
Demat account sales. He alleg-
edly roped in one Robin, whoin-
stalled an APK file on Divyang's
mobile phone at the hotel,

thereby gaining unauthorised
remote access to the device.
“OnDecember 30,2025, they
moved to Ambika Hotel, where
Neel accessed Divyang's email
and mobile banking to transfer
cheated funds to secondary ac-
counts,” the officer said.
Around Rs 4 crore, in two
transactions, was transferred
into Divyang’s account by a
handler who was in touch with
Robin through a Telegram ac-
count named 'Charli Yan'.
Divyang has allegedly
claimed that he was misled by
Krutik and Neel and was un-
aware that his NGO's account
was being used as a mule ac-
count for siphoning cyber fraud
proceeds.
Krutik, meanwhile, hastold
police that he witnessed Neel
transferring money from the

OpSindoor anniversary

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta during the ‘Shaurya Sandhya’ event, ahead of the
firstanniversary of Operation Sindoor, at India Gate in New Delhi

on Saturday. Ani

NGO's account to multiple
other accounts.

However, Krutik claimed
that Neel did not pay him the
promised 2.5% commission —
Rs 10 lakh - and refused to re-
turn login credentials or pro-
vide documentation for the
transactions. Robin has also al-
leged that he was promised a
commission of 2.5% but the
payment was withheld.

While Robin and Neel were
arrested between January 19
and 21, Divyang and Krutik
were arrested on January 15,
police said.

“After Neellost hisjobin No-
vember 2025, he began collab-
oratingwith agentsinvolved in
organised cyber fraud. He
acted as a middleman, joining
various WhatsApp groups dedi-
cated to the trading of 'mule’

* BRIEFLY

bankaccounts, including KYC,
ATM cards, and net banking
credentials. He would forward
these account details to higher-
level agents who utilised APK
files (Remote Access Trojans) to
grant control to foreign-based
entitieslocated in China, Cam-
bodia, Taiwan and Dubai,” the
officer said. These interna-
tional syndicates would then
remotely access the mobile de-
vices and siphon funds via net
banking, the officer added.
According to police,
fraudsters posing as TRAI offi-
cials had told the elderly
woman that her mobile
number waslinked toa money-
laundering case. Over days, the
couple was coerced into trans-
ferring money to multiple ac-
counts under the guise of
“verification” by authorities.

‘CITY-LEVEL EXPRESSION OF VIKSIT BHARAT’

Delhi govt eyes ‘global tourism

destination’ tag for Capital

AIMING TO develop the Capital as a global tourist destina-
tion, the Delhi government on Saturday signed an MoU with
travel portals Agoda, MakeMyTrip, the MakeMyTrip Foun-
dation and the Sabhyata Foundation — a non-profit — at the
Tourism Stakeholders Conference. “Delhi has always
shaped culture, never followed it. Delhi is for all. Through
this conference, and through structured partnerships and
forward-looking policy, we are bringing Delhi closer to the
world,” Chief Minister Rekha Guptasaid. “Thisis a city-level
expression of Viksit Bharat, where public and private institu-
tions move together toward acommon goal,” she added. ENS

NCR gets new
ride-hailing app,
NEMBharat

WORLD ECONOMIC Mobil-
ity Limited (WEML) on Fri-
daylaunched ‘NEMBharat’,
aride-hailing platform oper-
ating on azero-commission
model fordriversand a
fixed-fare structure for pas-
sengers. The platform offi-
ciallybegan operationsin
Delhi-NCR on May 1. The
company said drivers will
retain the entirety of the fare
for each trip and it will shift
the costto the commuter
through avariable booking
or convenience feelevied on
eachride. ENS

No regular bail
for Al Falah
chairman

A courtSaturday denied
regular bail to Al-Falah Uni-
versity chairman Jawad
Ahmad Siddiquiinamoney
laundering case, which has
stemmed from two FIRs
lodged by Delhi Police
Crime Branch alleging that
the university falsely
claimed NAAC accreditation
and UGCrecognition. "...itis
prima facie made out that
theaccused...generated
proceeds of crime and laun-
dered thesame,” said Addi-
tional Sessions Judge Shee-
tal Chaudhary Pradhan. ENS

Curiosity, humility: LG shares lessons learnt
at St Stephen’s as he addresses graduates

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 2

IT WAS a trip down memory
lane for Delhi LG Taranjit Singh
Sandhu on Saturday as he ad-
dressed the graduating class of
2026 at St Stephen’s College, his
alma mater.

Recalling his own years at
the college, the LG spoke about
the century-old legacy of the in-
stitution. “It has not only been
aplace of academic pursuit, but
also a space where ideas were
shaped, perspectives were chal-
lenged, and friendships were
formed,” he said.

Speaking at the college’s An-
nual Dismissal Service, Sandhu
urged students to carry forward
the values of inquiry, humility
and responsibility of the “dis-
tinctive institution”.

Sandhu highlighted two en-
duringlessons from his time at
the college. The first, he said,
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LG Taranijit Singh Sandhu at St Stephen's College. x/@LTGOoVDELHI

was intellectual curiosity. “You
are encouraged not merely to
learn, but to question.” He
added that the ability to exam-
ine assumptions and engage
critically with ideas remains es-
sential across fields. The second
was the balance between excel-
lence and humility. “Achiev-
ementisnotanend initself, but
aresponsibility,” he said, noting
that navigating real-world chal-

lenges requires judgment and
values alongside knowledge.
Addressing students on life
that awaits them after college,
Sandhu said the world ahead is
“not always structured or pre-
dictable,” but offers possibil-
ities. “There will be moments
when the path ahead seems
unclear... rely onthe habitsyou
have developed here,” he said,
urgingstudentstorelyoninde-

pendent thinking and integrity,
especially when faced with un-
certainty.

“Success is not measured
only by individual achiev-
ement, but also by the con-
tribution you make to the com-
munities you become part of,”
he said. "The world you are en-
tering requires both compet-
ence and character," he said.

In a post on X, Sandhu
said he was "delighted" to re-
turn to the college and ex-
tended congratulations to the
graduating class.

"Walking through its fam-
iliar corridors brought back
memories of enriching conver-
sations, engaging classrooms,
spirited debates, and lifelong
friendships. Addressing the
Class of 2026, I encouraged
them to pursue excellence with
humility and to serve the na-
tion with both competence and
character," he wrote.

e THE SYSTEM DOES NOT REQUIRE A DEDICATED ROOM, SPECIALISED POWER SET-UP, OR NEED TO MOVE PATIENTS

Portable MRI at AIIMS: India’ S flrst bedside braln ima

Ankita Upadhyay
New Delhi, May 2

IN A first, AIIMS New Delhi has
introduced India’s first portable
bedside MRI system, marking
asignificantstepin critical care
and neurodiagnostics. The
ultra-low-field device can be
wheeled directly to a patient’s
bedside, enabling rapid brain
imaging for critically ill patients
in ICUs, emergency settings,
and neurosurgical care.
Unlike conventional MRI
machines that require dedicated
suitesand patient transpott, this
system eliminates the risks as-
sociated with moving unstable

patients and allows imaging to
be performed within the safety
of the ICU environment.

Across the world, portable
bedside MRIsystems are being
used in hospitals in the US,
Canada, Australia, the UK,
New Zealand, and various EU
countries.

The systemisalreadyinuse
at the Center for Neurological
Conditions under Dr Shailesh
Gaikwad, and isexpected toaid
in the diagnosis and monitor-
ing of stroke, trauma, pediatric
neurological conditions, and
post-operative neurosurgical
cases. Clinicians say the tech-
nology will improve response

times in emergencies where
conventional imaging may be
delayed or unsafe.

Supported by Radiosurgery
Global Ltd and introduced fol-
lowing regulatory approval in
India, the development is also
expected to expand access to
brain imaging and strengthen
research in point-of-care neu-
rodiagnostics.

Explaining the technology,
Dr Gaikwad emphasized that
the portable MRI is not de-
signed to replace conventional
systems but to complement
them in critical scenarios. “Itis
an ultra-low-field system with
lower resolution compared to

The portable bedside MRI system. Express
Join Free Telegram Channel https://t.me/+pegW08CwtsOxMjcl

regular MRI machines,” he
said. “But it serves an impor-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

tant purpose, we can see the
brain well enough to make bed-

Join Free Whatsapp
side decisions when time is

critical.” He added that while
stable patients will continue to
be taken to full-scale MRI ma-
chines, the portable unit is par-
ticularly useful when moving a
patient could pose risks.
Highlightingits clinical im-
portance, Dr Gaikwad noted,
“This is meant for critically ill
patients in the ICU. If a patient
is unstable, there is no need to
take them out of that environ-
ment, we can bring the MRI to
them.” He stressed that the
focus should remain on its
practical value rather than
overstating its capabilities.
“The idea is simple: for very

sick patients, bedside imaging
is safer and faster,” he said.

Dr Gaikwad said in cases
such as stroke, traumatic brain
injury, or other neurological
emergencies, delays in obtain-
ingimagingcan slow diagnosis
and treatment, directly affect-
ing patient outcomes. Tradi-
tional high-field MRI machines
depend on complexinfrastruc-
ture, including shielded rooms
and specialised setups, and
typically require patients to be
transported to the imaging
suite. For those who are criti-
cally ill, such as patients in
ICUs, emergency units, neona-
tal care, or neurosurgical wards,

ing system launched

annel https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGJOKH60BdOF

this movement can be difficult,
risky, or sometimes not poss-
ible at all. As a result, essential
imaging is often postponed, li-
miting the speed and effective-
ness of medical intervention.

Portable bedside MRI ad-
dresses this gap by taking im-
aging directly to the patient. It
does not require a dedicated
room, specialised power setup,
or the need to move patients.
Instead, clinicians can wheel
the system to the bedside,
whether in the ICU, trauma
center, stroke unit, or neonatal
ward, and capturebrain images
precisely when and where they
are needed most.
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A Vision That Became a Lifeline ”

New Delhi: There are
institutions that merely
exist, and there are
institutions that become
part of people’s lives.
Southern Star Co-
operative (Urban Thrift &
Credit) Society Ltd.
belongs to the latter. As it
celebrates its Ruby Jubilee, Southern Star is not
simply marking the passage of forty years; it is
honouring a journey of trust, service, and human
solidarity that began on 21 April 1986 and grew
into a source of strength for thousands. Its story is
not just one of institutional success, but of a dream
that found meaningin the lives of ordinary people.

At the centre of this remarkable journey
stands Founder and President Shri P. R. Nair,
whose vision gave Southern Star its character, its
direction, and its soul. He did not merely establish
a society; he sowed the idea of a dependable
community institution that would stand by people
when life became uncertain. His dream was
shaped by a deep understanding of the anxieties,
aspirations, and struggles of people trying to build
secure lives away from their native roots. What he
imagined was not a mere financial body, buta
humane and trustworthy platform where
cooperation would become confidence, and
support would become dignity.

That is precisely what Southern Star has come
to represent over the past four decades. It has
grown because it has remained close to the people
it serves. It has earned trust because it has chosen
responsibility over display, commitment over
convenience, and values over mere expansion. For
countless members, Southern Star has not been
just an office to visit or a service to use, It has been
a steady presence in times of need, a reassuring
hand in moments of difficulty, and a quiet force
helping families move forward with greater
confidence.

Its strength lies in this rare combination of
growth and goodwill. Even as the society
expanded in reach, infrastructure, and
modernisation, it did not lose the cooperative

spirit on which it was founded. Its growing use of
technology has made services more transparent,
accessible, and member-friendly. Atthe same time,
its emerging cluster-wise gatherings among
members reflect a thoughtful effort to listen more
closely, understand diverse needs better, and
strengthen the sense of belonging that makes a
cooperative feel like a family. In that balance
between progress and personal touch lies the
enduring strength of Southern Star.

Forty years on, Southern Star shines because
its foundation was built on vision and its future is
sustained by trust. The Ruby Jubilee, therefore, is
more than a celebration, It is a tribute to the
society's steady growth, its humane spirit, and its
enduring commitment to the people who placed
their faith in it. Southern Star has proved, over four
decades, that when Service is rooted in sincerity,
an institution does more than succeed — it
becomesalifeline for generations.
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SOUTHERN STAR CO - OPERATIVE (URBAN)
THRIFT AND CREDIT SOCIETY LTD.

TEEASURER JUHNT TREASLELN

ADVERTORIAL

Interest-free soft loans up to T2 lakhs are provided
without sureties or guarantors, reflecting the
Soclety's service-minded and welfare-oriented
approach.

Southern Star Co-operative Society, established in
1986, has built a trusted legacy of service based on
cooperation, transparency, financial discipline,
and member wealfare.

The Society today enjoys the confidence of more
than 32,000 active members and has an annual
turnover of over 150 crores, reflecting its
strength, stability, and credibility.

The Society promotes a strong culture of thrift and
financial security through compulsory deposits,
savings deposits, fixed deposits, and recurring
depositschemes.

It is one of the leading urban thrift and credit
cooperative societies in North India, known for
steady growth and member confidence.

Member sarvice s made more convenient through
extended working hours, including Sundays up to
4.00 p.m. and weekdays up to 7.30 p.m.

Modern banking and payment facllities such as
MEFT, RTGS, net banking, virtual account transfer,
and UPl make transactions simple, guick, and
transparent.

Its Head Office is situated at a central location and
is digitally connected with all 9 branches, ensuring
agfficient and convenient service to members,

The Corporate Dffice, along with the majority of
branch offices, functions from society-owned
premises, reflecting institutional strength and

long-term stability.

The Society extends welfare support through §
member Insurance benefits, including financial
assistance up to ¥2 lakhs from the Welfare Fund to |
the spouse of a deceased member.

The Society offers a wide range of member-
oriented financial services, including ordinary
loans, emergency loans, housing loans, property
loanz, gold loans, secured loans, soft loans,
vehicle loans, and deposit-based loan facilitias.

Its sound recovery system and careful scrutiny of
applications have helped maintain defaulters at
less than 2%, which speaks of responsible
governance and financial discipline.

Free consultation Is made avallable through the
Legal Cell and the Investment or Tax Cell, enabling
members to receive guidance beyond core
financial services.

Ordinary loans up to 10 lakhs and housing or
property loans up to 25 lakhs are provided to help
members meet important personal, family, and
financial needs.

Adeguate insurance and security arrangements
ara maintained for cash and valuables, ensuring
safety, confidence, and responsible institutional
management.

Emergency loans up to 80,000 are available
without any surety, giving timely support to
members inurgent situations.

The Society is not merely a financial institution but
a cooperative family that combines professional
service with trust, personal guidance, and human
concern.

Gold loans against gold ormaments are provided
up to 80% of the gold value at highly competitive
rates of interest,

Through institution-wise, area-wise, and cluster-
wise member interaction, the Society continues to
strengthen community bonding and remain
closely connected with the people it serves.

Secured loans up to ¥10 lakhs are available
against eligible property documents, offering
members additional borrowing support when
required,

With its blend of financial strength, social
commitment, modern systems, and member-
focused vision, Southern Star continues fo move
forward as-a progressive and dependablegsJt
cooperative Institution.
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SOUTHERN STAR CO-OP(U)
I{g‘__ T & C SOCIETY LTD.

New Rajender Nagar, New Delhi
Phone.: 011-44424444, 011-28741800-01
Fegd. Mo, 744 {U)

E-mail.: sstarsociety@yahoo.com | Web.: southernstar.org

GOLD LOAN

10,000/-
PER GRAM

i.e. only 50-83 paise for Rs. 100/- per munfh

v Loan processing completed within 10 minutes.

v Loan tenure ranges from 6 months to 1 year, with renewal available prior to maturity.

v' Repayment may be made in instalments, with interest calculated on the reducing balance.
¥ Loan services are available until 7:30 p.m. on weekdays and until 4:00 p.m. on Sundays.

v Facility is available across all branches.

Corp. Off.:

E-10, UG Floor, DDA Market, Star Tower, New Rajender Nagar, New Delhi-110060
Phone.: 011-28741800, 44424444 Extn.-112.

PITAMPURA (KAPIL VIHAR)
Ph.: 011-42458313,

44424444 Extn.- 171
Mob.: +91-9643313659

Ph.: 011-41731222,
44424444 Extn.-
Mob.: +91-9999536649/59
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MoS External

Affairstoattend
migration forum
at UN tomorrow

MoS Kirti Vardhan Singh will
deliver India’s statement at the
plenary session. FiLE

DivyaA
New Delhi, May 2

MINISTER OF State (MoS) for
External Affairs Kirti Vardhan
Singh will lead the Indian del-
egation at the second Interna-
tional Migration Review Forum
being held under the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in New York from
May 4-8, the MEA said Saturday.

The forum serves as the pri-
mary global platform to discuss
progress on theimplementation
ofthe Global Compact for Migra-
tionanditsintersection with the
UN’s Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), the MEA said. It
will consist of four interactive
multi-stakeholder round tables,
a policy debate, and a plenary,
followed by the adoption of a
progress declaration. Held first
in 2022, India had then partici-
pated in the migration forum.

Singh will deliver India’s na-
tional statement at the plenary
session. Besides, India will also
hostaside-event titled ‘Leverag-
ing Digital Innovation in Migra-
tion Governance: The e-Migrate
Experience of India’, on the mar-
gins of the forum. During his
visit to the US, Singh is also ex-
pected to meet senior UN offi-
cialsaswell asministers of other
member states. The second edi-
tion of the forum will be hosted
by the UN General Assembly
President, Annalena Baerbock,
who was in India recently.

The MEA has made several
efforts recently to promote safe,
legal, and orderly mobility
through bilateral deals, the eMi-
grate portal, and pre-departure
training. Anew legislationisalso
in the works, to replace the 1983
Actand curbillegal recruitment.

DAYS AFTER SEVEN RAJYA SABHA MPs QUIT AAM AADMI PARTY

MP Sandeep Pathak booked, says
BJP; Punjab Police silent on FIRS

Rajya Sabha MP Sandeep Pathak leaves his Delhi home, Saturday. i

Raakhi Jagga
Ludhiana, May 2

THE BJP on Saturday claimed
that Punjab Police has booked
Rajya Sabha MP Sandeep Pa-
thak in two FIRs under non-
bailable sections and accused
the AAP government in state of
indulging in “political ven-
detta”. Punjab Police, however,
remained tight-lipped, neither
confirming nor denying the
claim. There was no response
from DGP Gaurav Yadav too de-
spite phone calls and text mess-
ages. The Sunday Express tried
to reach out to Pathak, but his
phone remained switched off.
A Punjab Police team also
reportedly reached Delhi but
Pathak had already left his resi-
dence. In a video, Pathak was
purportedly seen leaving his
residence from a rear gate
when some journalists ap-
proached him for his reaction.
Pathak, a former professor at
IIT-Delhi, along with the seven
other RajyaSabha members, in-
cluding Trident Group emeri-
tus chairman Rajinder Gupta
and cricketer-turned-politician
Harbhajan Singh, quit the AAP
and joined the BJP on April 24.
RajyaSabha Chairman CPRad-
hakrishnan later officially ac-
cepted their merger with the
BJP, reducing the AAP’s
strength in the Upper House of
Parliament to three. While Pun-

jab Police withdrew the Y-cat-
egory security cover Harbhajan
Singh on April 25, the Punjab
Pollution Control Board raided
the Dhaula-based unit of Tri-
dent Group on April 30.

The BJP and the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) questioned the
timing of the alleged FIRs. Pun-
jab BJP chief Sunil Jakhar said
the party was still awaiting full
details of the FIRs, but claimed
thatinitial information pointed
to two separate cases — one re-
lated to alleged threats and the
other to corruption.

“The party would respond
legally. These FIRs are nothing
but a political vendetta. It was
expected of them. The BJP is
not intimidated,” Jakhar said,
claimingthe action was meant
to divert attention from CM
Bhagwant Mann’s alleged con-
duct of arriving in the Assem-
bly in an inebriated state on
Friday, a charge denied by the
ruling party.

He said those once con-
sidered loyal were being la-
belled negatively overnight
after leaving the party. “This is
an attempt to put pressure on
the remaining AAP members
and prevent further defec-
tions,” he alleged. Jakhar said
the BJP will meet Governor
Gulab Chand Kataria on Sun-
day and raise the issues of
Mann’s conduct and the FIRs
against Pathak.

Why he is the ‘backstabber’
Kejriwal didn’t see coming

Jatin Anand
New Delhi, May 2

A WEEK ago, he was the ideal
backroom boy, quiet and unas-
suming, in a party known to fa-
vour and reward such loyalists.
On Saturday, as unconfirmed re-
portsof two FIRsby the AAP gov-
ernment in Punjab against San-
deep Pathak swept across the
state, to Delhi, it was clear that
the 46-year-old was unlikely to
escape the limelight anytime
soon.Itwasalsoread asasign by
rivals of how deeply his defec-
tion had stung Arvind Kejriwal.

As it turns out, the

Sandeep Pathak isamong the 7
AAP Rajya Sabha MPs who quit
the party and recently joined BJP

the AAP at the time introduced
Pathak to Kejriwal.

And, the AAP chief took a
quickliking to the bespectacled
46-year-old, with grey, un-
kempt hair, and a prefer-

stingisasfresh asitgets. ence for white shirts,
The evening before who spoke numbers and
seven AAP RajyaSabha ® data, giving him a special
MPs, including Pathak, place in a party with few
announced they were resources to spread

leaving the party and merging
with the BJP, Kejriwal had been
huddled with Pathak, confer-
ring how to quash a rebellion
that the party had heard was
brewing. That meeting, to
many, provided as clear —or as
ambiguous — a picture of Pa-
thak’s role in the AAP as any: a
seemingly apolitical man, anII-
Tian like Kejriwal, who had
risen quickly to the top, to the
rare privilege in the AAP of hav-
ing the supremo’s ear.

It was quite a journey for
the PhD from Cambridge Uni-
versity, whose area of research
had been photovoltaic cells,
who had taught as Assistant
Professor at IIT-Delhi for a
while, and who came to the
AAP just about a decade ago.
Kejriwal’s star was at its peak,
having swept to power in Delhi
in 2015. A leader influential in

around. In time, Pathak would
become the AAP’s first general
secretary (organisation).
Speaking about the April 23
meeting between Kejriwal and
Pathak, an AAPinsider explains:
“Pathak’s task as general secre-
tary (Organisation) was to be in
contact with leaders who were
suspected to be talking to the
otherside.” Sothatevening, the
AAP chief called Pathak over to
his then Ferozeshah Road resi-
dence, and for over two hours,
they discussed how to stop the
leaders, and identify others who
may be thinking of jumping
ship. Another AAP leader says:
“AfewPunjab MPs had called on
Arvindji during the Special
Session of House (over the
women’s quota amendment
Bill) to convey they were facing
immense pressure to join BJP.
Some of them had their prem-

‘Severe electoral offences™ EC orders repolling in all
285 stations for Bengal s Falta constituency on May 21

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 2

AFTER WHAT it called a de-
tailed probe of the polling pro-
cess, the Election Commission
(EC) has ordered a repoll in
West Bengal’s Falta Assembly
constituency. Fresh polls will
now be held at all 285 polling
stationsin Faltaon May 21, and
counting will be done on May
24, the EC announced in a
statement Saturday, citing “se-
vere electoral offences and sub-
version of democratic process”.

The BJP had earlier alleged
that during polling on April 29,
the EVMswere manipulated at
many polling booths in Falta
using “black tape” to hide the
party’s symbol. Special ob-
server Subrata Gupta was then
sent to investigate the allega-
tions. The polling body’s deci-
sion comes after a detailed in-
vestigation report, submitted
by him and thedistrict election
officer of South 24-Parganas,
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Voters outside a polling station in Magrahat Paschim Assembly
constituency of South 24 Parganas on Saturday. PARTHA PAUL

found “tampering” in at least
60 of the 285 polling booths.
The EC said in an official re-
lease, “On consideration of se-
vere electoral offences and sub-
version of democratic process
during the polling in a large
number of polling stations on
April 29 in 144-Falta Assembly
Constituency, West Bengal, EC
directs that fresh poll shall be

conducted in all the 285 polling
stations, including auxiliary pol-
ling stations.” Bengal’s chief
electoral officer, Manoj Agarwal
had earlier said that repoll
would be ordered in the whole
seat if several incidents of EVM
tampering come tothe fore. Ear-
lier on Saturday, during a repoll
at15boothsintwo otherseatsin
the state, women protesters

blocked a section of the road in
Falta, demandinga repoll.
ECIsecretary Sujeet Misra, in
a letter to the Bengal CEQ, said
“sufficient grounds” were found
toconclude that the poll process
in several booths was “vitiated
due to alleged application of
black tape” on ballot buttons. It
said earlier scrutiny was held
“mechanically and hurriedly by
relying mainly on official rec-
ords without proper examin-
ation of video footage”, adding
that the footage revealed “seri-
ous procedural violations” in
Falta. The letter stated that the
60 affected polling stations in-
volved 53,967 electors, or 22.82%
ofthetotal electorate in the seat.
“Considering the history of
violence and intimidation and
the partial/non-availability of
footage, there appeared to be
deliberate interference with
the poll process,” itadded. The
special observer’s report held
that booth capturing had
taken place in these polling

stations, adding similar inci-
dents may have occurred in
other booths. The counting of
votes hasbeen stopped here as
per the EC’s direction.

The letter added that pol-
ling buttons on the ballot units
of the EVMs were found
masked with black tape, pre-
venting the voters from casting
vote in favour of the said candi-
date. While remedial steps were
taken after receiving com-
plaints, a substantial percen-
tage of polling had already
taken place by then, it said.

The EC held, “This tam-
peringwith the EVMs had com-
promised the integrity of the
votes recorded and made it im-
possible to ascertain the man-
dateoftheelectorate.” The State
Observer, West Bengal has is-
sued therepoll directions under
relevant sections of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act,1951.

The counting for other As-
sembly seats in West Bengal
will be held on May 4.

isesraided, while others claimed
they had been warned of similar
action from Central agencies.”
Theleader says Kejriwal told
them he understands their prob-
lem, but they should not suc-
cumb to pressure. “He said they
would be elevated to the Rajya
Sabha again, but should notjoin
the BJP.” Pathak, as per the AAP
source, came over to Kejriwal’s
with data sets, party organisa-
tion lists and contact details —
all of which he, in fact, had put
together as the AAP’s numbers
guy, doing surveys on bankable
political issues and ticket aspir-
ants, across polls. “Arvindji and
Sandeep brainstormed. From
the party’s legislative strength
across the country, tothe identi-
fication of leaders who could be
vulnerable and how they could
be retained, is understood to
havebeendiscussed. Intheend,
Pathak was given the responsi-
bility of ensuring that specific
leaders from among the rebel
Rajya Sabha MPs were con-
vinced to stay,” the source says.
Which is to say that Kejriwal
was blindsided when Pathak
emerged on a dais with Kejri-
wal’s other former blue-eyed
boy, Raghav Chadha, and Ashok
Mittal, to announce that they
wereleaving the AAP. Othersin
the party claim tobe not as sur-
prised, pointing to Pathak’s
family’s “political affiliations
with the BJP” in Chhattisgarh,
where he initially oversaw the
AAP’s affairs. On April 24, Kejri-
wal was shifting into his new
home when the news of the re-
bellion came in.
FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

' EDsummons 2 TMC

candidatesagainon
May 6inmunicipal
recruitment scam

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, May 2

TMC BIDHANNAGAR candi-
date and Bengal minister Sujit
Bose has been summoned by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED), again on May 6, after
being questioned for nine
hours on Friday in connection
with its probe into the alleged
cash-for-municipal-job scam.
The party’s Madhyamgram
candidate, Rathin Ghosh, has
alsobeen summoned thatdayin
the same case. According to ED
sources, Bose has been verbally
informed to appear on May 6,
and to bring required docu-
ments since the questioning is
not yet complete. On Friday,
Bose was questioned in multiple
rounds, and the state Fire Ser-
vices minister had left the CGO
Complex in Salt Lake, Kolkata,
after nearly nine-and-a-half
hours. He was accompanied by
his son Somudro and lawyers.

Prasoon Joshi
appointed Prasar
Bharati chairman

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 2

NOTED LYRICIST and writer
Prasoon Joshi has been ap-
pointed as the chairman of
Prasar Bharati, India’s public
service broadcaster, the Minis-
try of Information and Broad-
casting (I&B) announced
on Saturday. Joshi is also serv-
ing as the chairperson of the
Central Board of Film Certifi-
cation (CBFC), Mumbai since
August 2017.

Thisis possibly the first time
thatanindividual hasbeen ap-
pointed to both the offices by
the I&B Ministry. Meanwhile,
government sources said anew
CBFC chairperson is set to be
appointed soon. The position of
Prasar Bharati chairman was
lying vacant since December
2025, when former bureaucrat
Navneet Sehgal resigned from
the post. “Joshi, adistinguished
creative professional with
wide-ranging contributions
across literature, advertising,
cinema, and public communi-
cation, and known for his im-
pactful writing and deep cul-
tural sensibility, has played a
significant role in shaping con-
temporary Indian media nar-
ratives,” the statement said.

Congratulating Joshion his
appointment, Union I&B Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw said,
“Prasoon is arare creative spirit
celebrated across the world...
yet his heart beats unmistak-
ably for India. His words carry
the fragrance of our soil, and his
vision reflects the timeless es-
sence of our culture. Under his

Prasoon Joshi also serves as the
chairperson of Central Board of
Film Certification. FiLe

stewardship, Prasar Bharati will
discover renewed energy,
deeper purpose, and a fresh
creative voice.”

During his tenure at CBFC,
Joshi also courted controversy.
In 2019, the Maharashtra Nav-
nirman Sena (MNS) had sought
his resignation over allegedly
giving preferential treatment to
the makers of a biopic on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. There
have been corruption allega-
tions against the CBFC, as well.
Earlier, Joshi had also served as
CEO, McCann World Group
India, and chairman, McCann
World Group Asia Pacific, which
isasubsidiary of McCann Erick-
son. Joshi is also one of the
Trustees of Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Centre for Arts since 2016.

Established under the Prasar
Bharati Act, 1990, and oper-
ational since 1997, Prasar Bharati
isIndia’s statutory autonomous
public service broadcaster. It
comprises two major divisions,
the AllIndia Radio —one of the
world’s largest radio networks;
and Doordarshan — India’s na-
tional TV broadcaster.

Days after rejig, NITI
Aayog gets two new
full-time members

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 2

DAYS AFTER reconstituting
the NITI Aayog, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday ap-
proved the appointment of Dr
R Balasubramaniam and Dr
Joram Aniya as full-time
members of the think tank.
With the two new additions, the
total number of full-time
members of NITI Aayog will
now rise to seven.

While Balasubramaniam
has served as a member of Ca-
pacity Building Commission
and authored the book, ‘Power
Within: The Leadership Legacy
of Narendra Modi’; Aniya is an
academician and member of
the Arunachal Pradesh Private
Educational Regulatory Com-
mission, with over 18 years of ex-
perience in teaching, research
and public policy engagement.

Calling Aniya’s appointment
“historic”, an official of the NITI
Aayogsaid sheisthe firstwoman
from the Nyishi community to
earnaPhD, and alsothe firstdoc-
torate in Hindi language in Ar-
unachal Pradesh. She has also
authored and edited many
books on the Nyishi literature
and culture, along with numer-
ous research publications.

On April 24, the govern-
ment appointed a new vice-

With inclusion of Dr Joram Aniya
and Dr R Balasubramaniam
(top), the think tank now has
seven full-time members

chairman and replaced four of
the five full-time members of
the premier policy think tank.
Eminent economist Ashok La-
hiri has replaced vice-chair-
man Suman Berry, who was
serving in the post since April
2022. The other new members
include Abhay Karandikar, Sec-
retary, Department of Science
and Technology, and Dr M
Srinivas, director, AIIMS Delhi,
agovernmentnotification said.
This is the first major re-
vamp of the NITI Aayog since
its inception in 2015, when it
had replaced the Nehruvian
Planning Commission.

e DURING HIS CAMPAIGN FOR BJP IN BENGAL, ASSAM CM RAKED UP POLARISING ISSUES LIKE ‘CROSS-BORDER INFILTRATION’ & ‘DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS’ BESIDES BORDER SECURITY

As Dhaka summons Indian envoy to protest Himanta speech, alook at his poll pitch

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, May 2

THE BANGLADESH govern-
ment has formally summoned
India’s Acting High Commis-
sioner Pawan Badhe to lodge a
protest against some recent re-
marks made by Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma. During a meeting at the
Bangladesh’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs (MoFA) Thursday,
Director General (South Asia
division) Ishrat Jahan conveyed
Dhaka’sdispleasure, describing
CM Sarma’s statements as “dis-
paraging” and “potentially da-
maging to bilateral relations”.
The diplomatic friction
comes amid Himanta’s high-
decibel campaigning in West
Bengal for the just concluded
Assembly polls, days after heled
the BJP’s campaign in his own
state Assembly polls. During his

campaign for the BJPin Bengal,
Himantaraked up polarisingis-
sues like “cross-border infiltra-
tion” and “demographic shifts”
besides border security. After
votingwas completed in Assam
on April 9, he was deployed by
the BJPto participateinitscam-
paigning in Bengal. He had
since addressed several rallies
and press conferences, fre-
quently alleging “cross-border
infiltration” into the state.

At arally in North 24 Parga-
nas district’s Baguiati on April
25, Himanta issued a stern
warning regarding undocu-
mented migrants, linking the
issue to historical grievances. “I
will kick them out and drive
them away because these
people...the atrocities they com-
mitted against Hindusin Bang-
ladesh, we haven’t forgotten. We
will never forget. That is why,
after the BJP government

comesto power, Iwill Kick these
peopleout... From West Bengal,
should the infiltrating Bangla-
deshi Muslims be thrown out or
not?” Himantatold a crowd.
“Brothers and sisters, do not
make a mistake this time... Do
not fear the police. Do not fear
thegoons. On May 4 (when elec-
tion results are announced), the
BJP government will arrive.
Goons will go to the police sta-
tion, and the police will say, ‘I
don’teven knowyou. Where did
you come from?’ Even the police
will forget these goons. Then
what will happen? The police
will nolonger provide protection
tothegoons. Then wherewillthe
goons go? First, the goonswill go
to Assam — I won’t let them
enter. Then where will they go?
They’llgotoOdisha—Iwon’tlet
him enter there either. Then
where? ToBihar —thereisa BJP
government there too, he won't

bl

Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarmaat apollrallyinBengal’s
Howrah last month. pTiFiLE
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be abletoenter. Then where will
these goons go? These people
will go to Bangladesh... At the
time of entry, Iwill putalock on
the door. The goons will not be
able to return to West Bengal.”
In hissubsequent press con-
ference in Kolkata, Himantaad-
dressed criticisms regarding his
presence in the Bengal cam-
paign. He argued that the secur-
ity of the entire Eastern region is
interconnected, citing specific
border data to underscore Ben-
gal’s role as the “primary gate-
keeper”. “TMC members often
raise questions, asking, “You are
the CM of Assam, then why are
you spending so much time in
West Bengal? Why are people
from outside coming to West
Bengal?’ and so on. Our biggest
concernisthe changing demog-
raphy. This demographic shift
connects four of our states. Five
Indian states share aborder with

Bangladesh. West Bengal shares

54% of the total border, while
Tripura shares 21%, Meghalaya
11%, Mizoram 8%, and Assam
6%. This means that the demo-
graphic changes occurring in
our country, particularly in West
Bengal, cannot be seen in isola-
tion from Assam, Tripura, Meg-
halaya, and Mizoram.”

He also alleged that Bengal
hasbecome a “safe corridor” for
infiltrators due to “politics of ap-
peasement”. “If even one of
these five states’ borders re-
mains open, it will impact the
other states. If people enter
through Malda or Murshidabad,
theimpactwill notbelimited to
West Bengal alone; it will affect
Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal,
and all the North Eastern states.”

“The point I am making to
the TMC leadership and the
people of West Bengal is this:
Assam and West Bengal are not

separate in this struggle. If the
54% of the border that sits in
West Bengal is not managed
propetrly, or if there is a lack of
political will to address infiltra-
tion here, the consequences
aren’t restricted to Kolkata or
Malda. Because our bordersare
contiguous, any demographic
shift in West Bengal creates a
domino effect that reaches
Assam, Meghalaya, and the en-
tire North East. We must view
the security and demography of
the Eastern region asone single,
unified concern. Itisnotjustan
‘Assam issue’ or a ‘Bengal issue’
—itisanational securityissue.”
Duringhis poll campaigning,
Himanta frequently linked
border security with regional
demographicchanges, and “ap-
peasement politics” with “infil-
tration” in West Bengal. “...The
demographic situation we are
witnessing is not merely a local

phenomenon;itisaregional cri-
siswith national implications.”
Despite the “Indiaout” senti-
mentoccasionally embodied by
student movements and hard-
line factions in Bangladesh,
economic interdependence re-
mains the bedrock of the bilat-
eral relationship. However, ana-
lystswarn that “identity politics™
onbothsidesof theborder could
derail these gains. “India’s North
East is connected to the rest of
the country by the Siliguri Corri-
dor (Chicken’s Neck), a hostile
governmentin Dhaka could the-
oretically allow foreign powers
or insurgent groups to threaten
this chokepoint. Historically,
Bangladesh’s cooperation has
been vital in flushing out insur-
gentgroupsthat previously used
Bangladeshisoil asasafe haven,”
said a deputy commissioner-
ranked police official who has
previously served in Siliguri.
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‘Purely social event’: Mirwaiz shares stage with mainstream political leaders

He was attending
abook launch
eventin Srinagar

Bashaarat Masood
Srinagar, May 2

IN WHAT’S a rare sight in
Kashmir, Hurriyat leader
and the valley’s chief cleric,
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq was
seen sharing the stage with
the mainstream political
leaders from across patrties,

includingthe National Con-
ference, Peoples Demo-
cratic Party, BJP and Con-
gress.

On Saturday, Mirwaiz at-
tended the book release of
noted neurologist Dr Sushil
Razdan in Srinagar, where
several mainstream leaders
— including former J&K
chief minister and NC
president Farooq Abdullah,
BJP leader Ashok Koul,
former Union minister and
Congressleader Saif-ud-din
Soz, and former minister

Bank fraud: Fugitive

Parekh held after

extraditionfrom UAE

New Delhi: The CBI has arrested
Kamlesh Parekh, a fugitivewanted || | 3

Akhtar — were also pres-
ent. Notably, Mirwaiz
shared his seat with
Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly Speaker Adul
Rahim Rather — the two
leaders were seated on a
sofa.

Thisisremarkably arare
instance since separatist
and mainstream political
leaders do not often share
company in public, staying
away from each other even
at social gatherings.

Speaking to The Indian
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Valley’s chief cleric Mirwaiz Umar Farooq with J&K Assembly
Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather, National Congress chief Farooq

Mirwaiz called it “purely lit-
erary and social”. He said:
“This was purely a literary
and social event held to ac-
knowledge and appreciate
the life and humanitarian
contributions of arespected
Kashmiri doctor. Such occa-
sions are above politics and
serve to highlight values
like service, compassion
and shared humanity.”

He added that participa-
tion in a social event at-
tended by mainstream
political leaders did not “af-

ideology or approach”.

Earlier, speaking at the
book release, Mirwaiz
praised DrRazdan,whoisa
leading neurologist in the
valley and also a Kashmiri
Pandit.

“We have assembled
here not just at the book re-
lease function but to cel-
ebrate a life that has made
humanity, love and com-
passion as its mission.

“Dr sahib regarded the
medical profession as wor-
ship...I would myself call

pointment of someone..
After meeting him, they
would say, the way Dr sahib
talked to them with love,
they felt better instantly.
This is his quality,” he said.

Theevent, organised ata
hotel in Srinagar, marked
the release of the book,
‘Healer in Exile: The Untold
Story of Dr Sushil Razdan’,
authored by Dr Razdan’s
son, Sachin Razdan.

Apart from politicians,
many doctors and civil so-
ciety members also

inal0-year-old Rs2,672 crorebank
fraud case, after his extradition
from the UAE, officials said Satur-
day. Parekh, wanted in the bank
fraud case filed against Shree Ga-
nesh Jewellery House (I) Ltd, Kol-
kata, was extradited from the UAE
on Friday, they said. The CBI had
registered the case in 2016 against
the company and others for alleg-
edly cheating a consortium of 25
banks to the tune of Rs 2,672 crore.

“Theagency had chargesheeted
Parekh, the promoter of the com-
pany who had been absconding
since the probe began, on De-
cember 31, 2022,” a CBI statement

said. “A Red Corner Notice was is-
sued through Interpolin2024. The
authorities in the UAE detained
him...afterwhich he was extradited

toIndia,” the statement said.
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Common queries on Self-Enumeration (SE) and their Answers (Part-1)

Self-Enumeration is an online process in which you fill and submit your household
details on the SE portal (se.census.gov.in) yourself, without waiting for an enumerator

and PDP leader Naeem Express after the event, Abdullahandothersin Srinagar on Saturday. sHuaiB MASOODI fectorreflectone’spolitical him many times fortheap- remained present.
TATA POWER RENEWABLE ENERGY
Tata Power Renewable Energy Limited
Corporate Centre, 34 Sant Tukaram Road, Carnac Bunder, Mumbai-400009
Website: www.tatapower.com/renewables CIN (U40108MH2007PLC168314
EXTRAGT OF STANDALONE FINANGIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED 315T MARCH, 2026 EXTRAGT OF CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 315T MARCH, 2026
¥ Laore T Crora
Quarter ended Year anded s Year Ended
No. Particulars H-Mar-26 31=Dec-25 H-Mar-25 H-=Mar-26 31-Mar-25 H:'U- Conzolidated 31-Mar-26 11-Mar-25
(Audited) | (Unaudited) | (Audited) (Audited) (Audited) | {Audited) (Audited)
a. | Todallncome freem Operations 289463 30491 B4 367529 11, 748,38 1127377 a. | Total Income from Operations 15027 50 g &T6 37
B | Profit/(Loss) Before Exceplional items and fax 27826 41099 444 02 1,706.05 1,536.14 b, | Profit/{Loss) before Exceplionsl items and tax 2 54T 66 1,621.90
o | Profit! (Loss) Before Tax 27826 41089 197,02 1, 706,05 1.151.14 . | Profit/ {Loss) before Tax 2,557 56 1,337.80
d. | MetProfit!iLoss) for the perod | year 20864 30491 T6.82 1,268.07 464,96 d. | NelProfit! (Loss) for the yaar 1.983.93 67230
g | Total Comprehensive Income 41059 315 80 46.04 1487 45 402,04 @ | Tofal Comprehensive Income 252530 58572
¢ | Paid-up Equity Share Capital (Face Value: 2 10/- per share) 1463.10 1.463.10 146310 1.463.10 146310 f. | Paid-up Equity Share Capital (Face Valse:  100- per share) 146310 1.463.10
o | Reserves (excuding Revaluation Reserve] 1385046 | 1343087 | 1236300 13,5046 12.363.00 ﬁ ::z;;‘;:;:iii;i:;’j::atmRESE”‘E] g 3;:3; : ;ii;:
h. | Sacurities PremiumAccount B, 74201 B 74201 B, 74201 87420 4,742 - T s
- L Mealwarth 16,045 66 14,051.54
i Metwarth 15,493.05 15,292 05 14,232.62 1549305 14,232 62 : Capital Redempiion Resarve 1125 TN
| Capital Redemgdion Resene 11.25 11.25 .25 1.5 11.25 k. | Dabeniurs Redamplion Raserve w005 w05
k. | Debantura Rademplion Resenae 89.05 89.05 89.05 859.03 88.05 || Outstanding Deht 38.070.13 30,692 20
|| Outstanding Dbl 22, 745.95 21,789.58 19.972.88 £2,745.95 19.972.88 m. | Eamings Per Equity Shara (o1 % 10/- each)
m | Eamings Per Equity Share (of ¥ 10{- aach) (In ¥) Bask: (In %) 1361 4 5f
(i} Basic Eaming Par Share-{in3)" 1.43 2.08 n.53 B.G7 314 Diiwted: (In %) 1361 4.56
(%) Diluted Eaming Per Shane- (In )* 143 208 0.53 B.67 3.18 n. | Debl Equity Ratio{inimes) 228 2.30
n | Debt Equity Ratio (in times) 149 146 1.44 1.49 1.44 2 | DeblService Coverage Rabio(intimes) 1.78 1.33
o | DebiService Coveraga Ratic intimag)* 146 1.55 1,27 1,83 1,33 p- | Interast Sarvica Coverage Rato (in imas) 187 1N
p | InterestSensce Coverage Ratio (intimes)” 166 1.96 912 2.01 202 q. | Gurreni Ralic{in tiries) - 107 S
PTI q | CurreniRatio i imes) 107 711 0,82 107 082 r. | LengTerm Dﬂl:uttc:-Wnrk:rlg.E:;pltmil!ulmesh 1303 (10807
+ | Long Term Dabtio Working Capltal [infimes) 10,35 75R 2054 1035 7554 B || EAC th'm?’_’m’j’“’ﬁ?“"“*t‘e At ) L] i
5 | CumentLiability rraf.inn:in1irm-as] 022 22 030 0.22 030 ,: ?;:E;iﬂl;ﬁ:::::j:ﬁ 1]|mea;n iig 522
L | Tedel Debts o Total Agsets inimes) 0.50 .51 0.4% 0.50 0.49 v | Debiors Tumeverrabo (in number of days) 75 130
U | Deblors' Tumoserratiofinnumbsers of days)” 104 13 106 103 150 w. | Inventory Tumower ralic in numoer ol days) 86 172
¥ | Inwentary Turnowerratio (s number of days)” a7 45 42 kT a1 %. | Operating margin {%) o8 Aoy 0 188,
w | BeddebtsioAccounts Receivable Rats ()" 0.14% {0 .BET) 105 0.52% 1.28% v | Mot Profit Margin %) including exceptional (bem 13.27% 6.81%
% | Operating margin (%) 13.41% 18.00% 14.78% 19,24% 17.85% Notas:
y | MatProfit Margin (%) including excaptional itam 720% 9 B6% 2.09% 10.79% 412% 1. The above resulls were reviewsd by the Audit Commiltas on 30th April, 2026 and approvad by the Boaed of Direclors at its mesting hald
Notes: on 30" Apri, 2026
1. The above financial results of Tata Power Renewable Energy Limited were reviewed by the Audit Committes and aporoved by the Board of Directors: at iis meeting held on 2. The above i an exlract "r“““de_ta'm 5‘3'”“3['?"';”"5':'4“3'5'5“* F'"“;"‘"-“' Resylts fled with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 52 of
30" Aol 2026, the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, The full format of the Consolidated and Standalone
2. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarter and annual Standalone Financial Results fed with the Slock Exchange under Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations Financial Resulis |s avadable on tha Siock Exchange websia www.nseindia.com and on the Company's websie
and Disclosure Requirsments) Requlations, 2015, The full format of the said Financial Results is available on the Stock Exchange’s website www nseindia.com and on the www tatapower.comirenewables : _ y - e , ;
Company's websie www, tatapower.comirenewables J. For the other fine items refemed in regulation 52(4) of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
5. Forotherline lterms refarred in Requlation 52(4) of SEBI {Listing Otsgations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 partinent disciosures have been made ta the National Regulations, 2015, pertinent disclosures have been made o the Natonal Stock Exchange Limited and can be accassed on the
Stock Exchange of India Limited and can be accessed on URL www.neeindia.com. Fou And o Bahal iitthe Eoand of URL - www.nseindia.com B s i B St s st it
*Incasa ﬂfqa&ﬂﬁ[h" numl:unrs. ratios ave not bean annualised. TATA POWER RENEWAEBLE ENERGY LIMITED TATA POWER RENEWABLE ENERGY LIMITED
Fiace . Mumbai Chief Executive Officer and Hanaﬁ;i:gEF;;gnar Place  Mumal Chief Executive Officer and Manas;:EEE:;E:
Date: 300 Apnl, 2026 DI 07785948 Date : 30" April, 2026 DIN O7TE5548

OUR CENSUS
OURDEVELOPMENT

(First Phase of Census 2027)

WHAT IS SELF-ENUMERATION?

v+ Is Self~Enumeration mandatory?
No, it is an additional facility. If you do not do it, an
enumerator will collect data during field visit

(R;) TOLL FREE- 1855

+ Can | do Self-Enumeration in any language?
This facility is available in Hindi, English and 14 Indian
languages

++ Is internet required for Self~Enumeration?
Yes, internet is required to access the portal

<+ Is my Information safe?
Yes, all data is secure, encrypted and stored on
gﬂHﬂl"l‘lFﬂﬂﬂt servers

<+ What is SE ID and its use?
After submission of information, you will receive a
unique N digit SE ID (Also via SMS/email) which must
be shown to the enumerator during her/his visit to
your house

+ What if SE ID is forgotten?
It can be retrieved using the registered mobile
number on the portal

- Will an enumerator visit after
Self-Enumeration?
Yes, the enumerator will visit your home and confirm
your details using the SEID

<+ Do | need to upload any documents?
No documents are required to be uploaded

Is help available on the portal?
Portal has user guide, flowcharts, tutorial videos,

FAQs and tooltips

Let us fulfill our responsibility, Let us participate in the Census

% @ =

court complexes.

Scan QR Code 1
To know Step by
step process

CBC 19108/13/0065/ 2627

Censusindia2027

Website : www.traflic.delhipolice.gov.in
E-mail : Info.traffic@delhipolice.gov.in

DELHI POLIGE

SHANTI] SEWA NYATA

Delhi State Legal Services Authority
L in Coordination With_

in Coordination With

Delhi Trafflc Police

National Lok Adalat

at seven Court Complexes on 09.05.2026

— Gourt Complexes —

(&) ovarka

1. Only compoundable Traffic challans/notices pending on Delhi Traffic Police Portal and forwarded to
Virtual Court till 31.01.2026 will be taken up inthis Lok Adalat.

2. All the Notices/Challans are to be downloaded from Delhi Traffic Police Website i.e
https: //traffic.delhipolice.gov.in/lokadalat or by scaning the QR Code.

3. Itismandatoryto carry a print out of the Notices/Challans, as no printing facility will be available at the

This link will be activated on 04.05.2026 at 10:00 am. A maximum of 50,000
Challans/Notices may be downloaded per day subject to an overall limit | ==&

of 2,00,000 Challans/Notices.

For more details

Follow us on:- & WhatsApp: 8750871493 @) @dtptratiic € @diptrafiic (@) @diptraffic

24x7 TRAFFIC HELPLINE:- 011-25844444 / 1095

DELHI STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY

Rouse Avenue District Court,
Third Flisoe, Pandit Daen Dayal padbyay Marg, Mew Delii-110002

HELPLINE 1516

BE A TRAFFIC PRAHARI
DOWNLOAD APP FROM

Scan QR Code 2:
downloading
Motices/ Challans
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,hitherto known as PREM
KUMAR AGGARWAL alias PK
AGGARWAL,S/0-SH.MOTI
LAL,R/0-222, First-Floor,N-
Block, Greater-Kailash Part-1,
Greater-Kailash,South
Delhi,Delhi-110025,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as PREM
KUMAR AGGARWAL.

0040852423-12

I,hitherto known as Manju John
alias Susan Manju Johnalias
John Susan Manju Yohannan
alias John Manju Susan,
daughter of Late Mr Y T John
alias Yohanan Thomas John
alias Yohanan Thomas
Kanjiramthundil Thomas John,
and wife of Mr Abraham M
Pattiyani,residing at,15-
B,Block-P,Jangpura Ext, New-
Delhi-110014,had changed my
name post marriage to ‘Manju
Abraham Pattiyani’ and Manju
Pattiyani Abraham shall
hereafter be only known as.

0040852434-9

I,hitherto known as CHAND
RANI alias CHAND RANI
AGGARWAL,W/0 SH.PREM
KUMAR AGGARWAL R/0 222,
First Floor,N-Block, Greater-
Kailash Part-1, Greater-
Kailash,South Delhi, Delhi-
110025,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as CHAND RANI AGGARWAL.

0040852423-13

I,hitherto known as ANIL
KUMAR ARORA,S/0 Piyara
Lal,R/0-BB-5C, Janak-
Puri,West-Delhi, Delhi-
110058,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as ANIL KUMAR.

0040852434-1

,YASHODHARA SINGH
DUNGARPUR,D/O-RISHI RAJ
SINGH,R/0-A-14/11 SECOND-
FLOOR VASANT VIHAR,DELHI-
110057,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO YASHODHARA SINGH.

0040852406-2

I,Vikash Kumar Dudhera S/o-
Vijay Singh Dhudheria (Jain)
R/0,A-17,Flat-No.G-1, Rampuri,
Chander-Nagar,, U.P.-
201011,have changed my-name
to Vikash Dhudheria.

0040852422-1

LVIRENDRA S/O NIRMAL
SINGH,R/0O-C-174 SECTOR-
19,NOIDA GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR,UP-201301,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
VIRENDRA SINGH.

0040852423-7

I,Suresh Kumar Nair S/0
Gopalakrishnan Nair,R/O C-
2/214-215,Sector-
16,Rohini,Delhi-110089,declare
that Suresh Nair, Suresh Kumar
KG and Suresh Kumar Nair all
are one and same person and
shall henceforth be known as
Suresh Kumar Nair for all
purposes. 0040852412-3

1,Suhani,D/0 Sunil
Bharadwaj,R/0 902,Alexandra-
D,Grand Omaxe,Sector-
93,Noida,G BNGR UP-
201304.Have Changed My
Name SUHANI BHARADWAJ.

0040852406-6

I,Shashi Bhusan Kumar S/o-
Neeranjan Prasad R/o-E-
230,near peepal-wali gali opp
Shiv-Mandir Kishan-Vihar New-
Delhi-110086,have changed My
minor Son’s Name Shreyanshu
To Shreyanshu Gupta(D.0.B-29-
10-2008). 0040852423-10

I,Shaily Vivek Kamal W/0 Vivek
Kamal,R/0 S3 Orchid-Apt,10th-
Cross, 1st-Main Green-Park Lyt,
Dodda Banaswadi, Bengaluru-
560043, Karnataka,have
changed my-name to Shaily
Gupta. 0040852422-6

I,Satish Kumar,S/0-Dule Ram
Gupta,R/0-B2/12A, Keshav
Puram,Delhi-110035,have
changed my name to Satish
Kumar Gupta. 0040852423-4

I,Sartaj Begum alias Shahtaj
Begum,W/0,Jameel Ul Rahman
R/0,5-C, Petrol-Pump,West-
Laxmi Market, Krishna-Nagar,
East-Delhi, Delhi-110051,have
changed my-name to Sartaj
Rehman. 0040852422-3

l,Sartaj Begum alias Shahtaj
Begum, W/0,Jameel Ul Rahman
R/0,5-C, Petrol-Pump,West-
Laxmi Market, Krishna-Nagar,
East-Delhi, Delhi-110051,have
changed my-name to Sartaj
Rehman. 0040852422-2

I,SHILENDRA KUMAR
PANDEY,S/O-HARI RAM
PANDEY,R/O-FLAT-202, TOWER-
2,PUTTING GREENS,OMAXE NRI
CITY GREATERNOIDA
U.P.201310,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHAILENDRA KUMAR
PANDEY FOR PERMANENTLY
AND ALL FUTURE,PURPOSES.

0040852422-10

I,SHAHAJAD,S/O - ASRAF,R/0O-B-
14/ UG, Dilshad Colony,Jhilmil,
Shahdra,Delhi-110095,has
changed my name to SHAHJAD
Permanently for all future
purpose. 0040852422-9

I,SARANSH JAIN,S/0 BRIJESH
KUMAR JAIN R/O-JAC-
301,SHIPRA SHRISHTI AHINSA
KHAND-1,INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABAD,U.P.201014,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SAARANSH JAIN,FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES

0040852406-4

I,Ram Avtar S/o0 Jai Nath Ram
R/0 15,Bachhara Road, State
Bank Colony Ayodhya(U.P)
have changed my name to Ram
Avatar Ram for all future
purposes. 0040852384-1

I,Mohammad Parvez,S/0 Asghar
Ali,R/0-322,Gali
No.17,Jafrabad,Delhi-
110053,have changed my name
to Mohammad Pervez.

0040852423-6

I,PRIYANKA,D/O PRADEEP
CHANDRASEKHAR,R/O H-
1601,PRINCE TOWN
APARTMENT,NEAR AFTC
,SHETHIHALLI,JALAHALLI
WEST, BENGALURU,
KARNATAKA,560015,have
changed my nameto
PRIYANKA PRADEEP
CHANDRASEKHAR

0040852406-1

I, Debapratim Dey R/o House No
58, First Floor, Flat No 2,
Bhawani Kunj, Vasant Kunj -
110070 have changed my minor
daughter’s name from Olivia
Dey to Olivia Ruatfeli Dey.

0040852267-1

I,Mujeeb Khan,R/0-5-221/8,
Gali-No-6, Vishnu Garden,New
Delhi-110018,have changed
my-minor Daughter’s
Name,from UMME AIMAN
WARSI to UMAIMA
MUJEEB(DOB-03-01-2018)

0040852423-8

I,Mujeeb Khan,R/0-S -221/8,Gali-
No-6,Vishnu Garden,New Delhi-
110018,have Changed my-
minor Daughter’s Name from
KHIZRA WARSI to ZUNAIRA
MUJEEB,(DOB-30-12-2012)

0040852423-9

I,Mughda Bharadwaj,W/0 Sunil
Bhardwaj,R/0 902,Alexandra
D,Grand Omaxe,Sector-
93,Noida,G BNGR UP-
201304.Have Changed My
Name MUGDHA BHARADWAJ.

0040852406-7

I, MURSALEEN,S/O HASEEN,R/0
Vill & Post Durveshpur,PS-
Parikshitgarh,Teh-Mawana,
Meerut(UP)-250401,have
changed my nameto
MOHAMMAD MURSALEEN.

0040852432-2

I,LABIA KHAN D/O RAISUDDIN
KHAN R/0 JU-11B PITAMPURA
DELHI-110034.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO LAIBA KHAN FOR
ALL PURPOSES. 0040852434-2

I,KM Rukhsar Parveen W/O
SUSHIL AHMAD R/O
B786,Jawala Puri Camp No,4
Sunder Vihar Delhi-110087,
have changed my nameto
Rukhsar Parveen.

0040852423-11

I,KM BABLI W/0O VIKAS
BABU,R/O-H.NO-256, BLOCK-G
1ST, MADANGIR,DR.
AMBEDKAR-NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110062,have changed
my name,for all
future,purposes to BABLI.

0040852423-5

l,Jyoti Mathur-D/o-Megh
Raj,R/0-A-2/623,Gali No.-
35,South Gamri-Extn.,Som
Bazar,4-1/2,Pusta, Yamuna
Vihar,PO Bhajanpura,
Dist:North East-Delhi,Delhi-
110053,have changed my
name,from Jyoti Mathur to
Jyoti,for all,future purposes.

0040852434-4

I,Jai Prakash Chauhan,S/o
Sh.Mabhi Lal R/o-
469/5A,Govindpuri Kalkaji,New
Delhi-110019,have changed my
name,from Jai Prakash
Chauhan,S/0-Mabhi Lal to Jay
Parkash,S/o-Mabhi Lal
Chouhan,for all,future
purposes. 0040852434-5

LJAGJEET SINGH/JAGJIT SINGH
S/0-AMARJEET SINGH R/0O,J-
7/571ST-FLOOR RAJOURI
GARDEN TAGORE
GARDEN,DELHI-110027.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
JAGJEET SINGH GAURI.

0040852423-1

I,HARSHVEER SINGH,S/O
JAGJEET SINGH GAURI R/O-J-
7/57,FIRST-FLOOR RAJOURI-
GARDEN TAGORE-
GARDEN,DELHI-110027.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
HARSHVEER SINGH GAURI.

0040852423-2

I,Gaurav S/o Chaman Lal R/0 A-
667, Madipur J.J. Colony, New
Delhi-110063,have changed
my-name to Gourav for all
purposes. 0040852422-7

I,Bhagwan Dass Dhamija
S/o,Hemraj,R/0,Flat-
No.2/301,Third-Floor, Jaypee
C.G.H.S Ltd., Plot-No.2,Sector-
22,Dwarka, New Delhi-110077,
that name of my-father has
been wrongly-written as Hem
Raj Dhamijain my Passport-
N0.N7219994.The actual-name
of my-father is Hemraj.

0040852422-5

I,BIJENDER SINGH,S/0 RAN
SINGH,resident of,C-6,POLICE
QUARTERS,
MANGOLPURI,NORTH
WEST,DELHI-110083,have
changed my nameto VIJENDER
SINGH,for all,future purposes.

0040852434-10

I, Suneel Dixit,S/o0 Rama
Shankar Dixit, resident of
House no 68, Sec 2, Near Sai
Mandir, Chiranjiv Vihar
Ghaziabad UP 201002, have
changed my name from Suneel
Dixit to Suneel Kumar Dixit.
Henceforth | would be known
by the name of Suneel Kumar
Dixit for all future purposes.

0071033173-1

I, Parmod S/o0 Nota Ram
Khurana R/0:- E-2194, Ansal,
Panipat,Haryana-132103,
Change My Name to Parmod
Kumar Khurana New Name
Permanently. 0040852412-1

I, Murli Dhar Thakur, S/o Shri
Sarvana Thakur, R/o A-574,
Block-A, New Ashok Nagar,
East Delhi-110091, hereby
declare that | have changed my
name to Amod Kumar Thakur
for all future purposes.

0040852365-1

I Pooja W/o0 Ravi Kumar R/o C-
266, Sector 122, Noida, G.B
Nagar, U.P-201301 have
changed my name from Pooja
to Pooja Saini Henceforthl
would be known by the name of
Pooja Sainifor all future
purposes

0071033276-1

I PRAJJWAL S/0 Dilip Kumar
Singh R/0 F-6, 404, Panchsheel
Greens -1, GH-01, Sector -16B,
Greater Noida West, Gautam
Buddha Nagar U.P- 201318,
have changed my name from
PRAJJWAL TO PRAJJWAL SINGH
forall future purpose.

0071033233-1

I, Thakkar Ashok Kumar
Ambalal S/o Ambalal
Dalsukhbhai Thakkar R/o A-
5,Gujrat Apartment, Pitampura
, Delhi have changed my name
to Ashokkumar Ambalal
Thakkar permanently.

0040852386-1

LOST & FOUND

Lost original Share Certificate
of my Flat No.70, First Floor,
Agroha Kunj, Sector-13, Rohini,
Delhi-110085. Finder may
Contact-Suresh Kumar at
above noted address.

0040852377-1

Lost,Allotment Letter of Late
Mr. Mohan Goel,for Flat No.D-
210,Daisy Tower,Grihlaxmi
Sahakari Awas Samiti,Sector
Pi,Greater Noida. If
found,please inform. Mob:-
85272 63899. 0040852434-11

I, Meharwan Singh,S/0 Narayan
Singh Rawat, R/0-16, Pariwar
Visthapit,Lane-4, Pashulok
Rishikesh,
Dehradun,Uttarakhand-249203
I, have changed my nameto
Meharwan Singh Rawat,
Permanently 0040852352-1

I, Keshvi W/o Surendar Kumar
Saini R/0 B-186, Sector 122,
Noida, G.B Nagar, U.P-201301
have changed my name from
Keshvi to Keshvi Saini
Henceforth I would be known
by the name of Keshvi Saini for
all future purposes

0071033275-1

I, Juhi Dora alias Juhi Tayal W/o
Manoj Tayal, D/o Krishna
Kumar Dora presently R/o A4-
122, Sunrise Apartments,
Sector-13 Rohini Delhi-85,
permanent R/o Flat No. C-1702,
6th Floor Tower C Group
Housing Residential Complex,
Plot No. Gh 04b Sec 45, Noida
Gautam Buddha Nagar-201301
hereby declare that | have
changed my name as Juhi
Tayal, for all future purposes.

0071033175-1

I, Ishwanti spouse of Ram Pal
resident of Vill- Ruriawas, Dist-
Jhajjar, Haryana have changed
my name from ISHWANTI to
YASWANTI DEVI vide affidavit
dated 20 Apr 26 before district
court Jhajjar. 0050288642-1

ISomesh Kumar S/o Kailash
Chand R/o B-502, Shree Radha
Krishna CGHS, Plot No.-23,
Sector-7,Dwarka, Delhi-110075,
have changed my nameto
Somesh Kumar Kansal

0071033234-1

I,GEETIKA MAKKAR W/0 Nitin
Arora,R/0 A-364, Ground
floor,Vikas Puri,Delhi-
110018,have changed my name
to GEETIKA MAKKAR ARORA
permanently. 0040852432-1

I,Dinesh S/o Bharat Bhatt
R/0,WZ-15-C/4-A,Plot-No0.166
And 165,S/F L/S, Krishna-
Puri,New Delhi-110018,have
changed my name to Dinesh
Bhatt. 0040852422-8

I, INDRAVATI ALIAS INDRAVATI
DEVIW/0 No. 1546070F Rank LS
(LATE) LAKHIRAM R/0 HOUSE
NO. 73, LADAN PANA, VILLAGE,
MUNGESH PUR, DELHI-110039
have changed my nameto
INDRAWATI vide affidavit 30-4-
2026 before Delhi.

0071033263-1

I, INDERJEET ARORAS/O
GULSHAN KUMARR/0 48/1 M
Block Prem Nagar Phase-4,
Najafgarh, South West, Delhi -
110043 have changed the name
of my minor daughter AVYA
ARORA alias AVYA aged 16
years and she shall hereafter
be known as AVYA ARORA.

0071033247-1

I, Hetal Ben Ashok Kumar
Thakkar W/o Ashokkumar
Ambalal Thakkar R/o A-
5,Gujrat Apartment, Pitampura
, Delhi have changed my name
to Hetalben Ashokkumar
Thakkar permanently.

0040852386-2

I,Dharmendr,S/0 Ishwar
Chand,R/0-B-1239, Gharoli-
Dairy,Farm,Mayur Vihar Phase
Ill,EastDelhi-110096,Have
changed my name to
Dharminder Dedha

0040852406-3

I,Navjit Kaur,W/o0-Prabhjot Singh
Kohli,R/0 E-25, Kalkaji,Delhi-
110019,have changed my name
to Navjit Kaur Kohli.

0040852423-3

I, Fatima Begum, W/o Mursaleen
Ali,R/0 187 Ali prem garden,
Pasonda Ghaziabad, U.P. -
201005 have changed my name
from Fatima Begum to Fatma
Begum for all future purposes.

0071033169-1

I, Devanshi D/o Parmod Kumar
Khurana R/0 E-2194, Ansal,
Panipat, Haryana-132103,
Change My Name to Devanshi
Khurana New Name
Permanently. 0040852412-2

I,Deveswari devi,M/0-Lalit
Mohan, vill-Nagar.Po-
mawadhar Ditt-pauri
Garhwal,Uttarakhand Pin-
246163,have changed my
name,from Deveswari devito
Viradevi,vide affidavit dated.
02/05/2026. 0040852406-9

I, Abhijeet Singh S/0 Jagat Singh
Bhadauria, R/0 58, Ami Chand
Khand, Giri Nagar, Kalkaji, New
Delhi-110019, hereby declare
that my father’'sname s
recorded as “Jagat Singh” in
Aadhaar and “Jagat Singh
Bhadauria” inmy Class 10
Marksheet, and both refer to
the same person. 0071033174-1

I,DEEPTI GIRDHER,W/O GAUROV
GIRDHER RESIDENT 8-L,MODEL
TOWN,ROHTAK-
124001,HARYANA HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO DEEPTI
MITTAL. 0040852434-3

I,CHARU CHANNA,D/O SURESH
CHANNA,W/0O GAURAV
CHADHA,R/OE-2/13,STREET
NO-1,SHASTRI-NAGAR, ASHOK
VIHAR,NORTH-WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110052., Have Changed
my name to CHARU CHADHA.

0040852406-5

I,Bhagwan Dass S/o Hemraj
R/o,Flat-No.2/301, Third-Floor,
Jaypee C.G.H.S Ltd., Plot-No.2,
Sector-22, Dwarka,New Delhi-
110077,have changed my-name
to Bhagwan Dass Dhamija.

0040852422-4

I Shan Mohd Saifi S/0 Munshi
Khan Saifi R/0 B-969Gali No-20
Subhash Mohalla North Gonda
Delhi-110053 have changed my
Name to Shan Mohammad.
And father’s Name to Munshi
Khan for all future purposes.

0040852412-4

| Pawan Kumar Alias Pawan
Kumar Kandoi S/o Jwala
Prasad R/0 189, Second Floor,
Pocket- 12, Rohini Sector- 24,
Delhi- 110085, have changed
my name to Pawan Kumar
Singal. 0071033249-1

| Ekansh S/0 Ganesh Singh
Bhandari R/o A-106,S/F, Old C-
6, Gali No-7-A, West Vinod
Nagar, Mandawali Fazalpur,
East Delhi-110092, have
changed my name to Ekansh
Bhandari

0071033248-1

Lost my original DDA Documents
against my Flat No.B-4/35, 2nd
Floor, Sector-18, Rohini, Delhi-
110089. Finder may Contact-
Owner Akshay Gupta at above

MARATHI/KONKANI

BRIDE-96K Maratha, 32/5'8”,
well educated from top
universities, Business (50L
Annual), business family.
Looking for Hindu groom from
well educated family.
7208975193. 0071031550-2

l OTHERS I

Smart Sikh Khatri boy, Apr 1995,
5'8”, B.Tech, working in top
MNC Delhi seeks educated
smart pretty girl. 9899814660

0130064202-1

I, Sushil Singh is putting this ad
for my son Prashant Singh,
Indian Foreign Service 2025, 27
years, Hindu, Kshatriya, Baish
thakur,5’10. Looking for
someone eitherin government
service in Delhior Professorin
NCR.Contact
9452562046/8318729323

00502886791

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that my
clients Smt. Asha Gupta W/O Shyam
Gupta, N U-81 A, Pitampura, North West
Delhi-110034 have served all their relations
with his son and his wife, both Rahul Gupta
and his Wife Sarita Gupta due to his bad habits.
My above named clients have also disowned
and debarred his said son from all their
movable and immovable properties. Anybody
dealing with Rahul Gupta and his wife will do
so at his/her/their own risk and responsibilities
and my clients will not be responsible for any
act, deed or dealing done by Rahul Gupta.

Piyush Thakur (Advocate)

Chamber No. 232, Lawyers Chamber
Block Patiala House Court,

New Delhi, Pincode - 110001I

B it knoan to al thal my clenis Rajandar
Fumar S0 Setyaprakash & Sl Hadha
Wia Fajander Kumar Bodh R H No.G-8
Biock-[r, Ram Colony. Chattarour Exin,,
Mew Celhi- 11007 [ave sagenad [hesr al
redaliones fom their son namely Jilendar
Kumar and ther daughler in law Padav
Srivaslava & ales debarred them fram i
all mowesbla & immovaable proparies dus
lo Ihas unmaraniad behaseuntscls & an8
social (onduct ¥rwards my clionts. Ky
diantz shal not be responsibls for ey
o, chewcs & Fings done by Pemin ilwe
i any manrer whalspaver Whosvar deal
FUETy anner Wil Fem My 0o 80 &l hi
ar b v i wiland mespansibiity,
Dinkar Verma {Advocata)

Chi ko 121, Sakst Courd, New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

{Upsn metruction of Mz Petro Footwear)
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(el Jhajo,  Haryasa, M, Sub ash
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{Dend dated 17.02.2016 executed by Mrs.|
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270953 26, Robeni!Ceime Branch, Delhi)
ey person|s), mstitution]s) find the same)
m oy plese vt 1o the above mentinned)
:In:-;m Mizuze of the same may be Eabis)
|F-:-r al:llnn undnr relavat provisions of r‘u

|'|.I'|p perzenizl, instituticeda] having m-|-
rclaem andlor oibjection in respoct of thaj
teaid property shefl communecate the sere
{12 the undezsigned at sor sddress withing
17 days from the peblication of this ﬂ:-1|Le;
fwith Llu[:,rmnlxll' reidence in port}
jthrend, fziling wihich sl the zlaim, of such
[E‘I'l-l'.!IIIE'l."J1$|I|!II|II:II1|$f shal ne be kEnding)
tupan the saad peoperty of prchases., |

Muohd K. Husssin |Advocate])

031, Basemesd, Brock-0, Jangmes B |
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Top court seeks expert report from
AIIMS on brain death protocols

From village clinic to top court:
Kerala doctor’s decade-long fight

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, May 2

IN A significant order, the Su-
preme Court hasdirected the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) to set up a
panel of three neurology or neu-
rosurgery experts to examine
whether methods like cerebral
angiogram and electroenceph-
alogram (EEG), as suggested by
Kerala-based doctor and activist
S Ganapathy, are better modesto
determine if a person is brain
dead than the currently used
apnea test. A bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Metha, which concluded that
concerns expressed by the medi-
cal profession “prima facie, do
carry a ring of truth,” said that
given the “complexities” of the
issue, which calls for “specialised
medical expertise”, it would be
appropriate to have the expert
view of AIIMS to examine it and
suggest protocols.

“It would be appropriate, in
the interest of justice, to direct
the constitution of an expert
committee at the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences, New
Delhi toexamine the matterand
suggest appropriate protocols,
keeping in view the advance-
ments in medical science,” the
bench said in its April 28 order.

“Such an exercise would en-
able the formulation of a robust
andreliable regime, thereby dis-
pelling and allaying the con-
cerns expressed by the peti-
tioner, which, at least prima
facie,docarryaringoftruth,” the
bench added.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients, Shri Anand Prakash Bajpai S/o0
Shri Basant Lal and Smt. Chander Kiran
Bajpai W/o Sh. Anand Prakash Bajpai, R/0
House No. B-2/417, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-
110053, the general public is hereby informed
that, due to the misconduct of their son Shri
Vikas Bajpai, their daughter-in-law Smt. Shalu
Bajpai W/o Shri Vikas Bajpai, and their grand-
son Viraaj Bajpai S/o Shri Vikas Bajpai, my
clients have disinherited them from all their
movable and immovable properties and have
severed all ties with them. Henceforth, my
clients shall have no relationship whatsoever
with the aforementioned son, daughter-in-law,
and grandson. They shall not be entitled to
inherit any movable or immovable property, or
any other assets, belonging to my clients, nor
shall they have any claim to any inheritance
under any Will executed by my clients. Any
person who does any kind of transaction or act
with them will be responsible himself.
ARVIND KUMAR RAI (Advocate)
DELHI HIGH COURT
Ch. No. D-426, Karkardooma Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to public at large that my

client Shri Sushil Kumar Gupta S/o

late Shri Harcharan Lal Gupta R/o

House No.-X/3141, Street No.4,

Raghubar Pura No.2, Gandhi Nagar,

Delhi-110031, has debarred and

disowned his son Shri Deepak from all

his movable and immovable properties

because of his bad habits and rude

behaviour towards my client which is

non-tolerable in a civilized society. If

any person deals with him, will do so at

his/her own risk, cost and consequences

and my client will not be responsible to
any one in any manner for the same.

Sd/-

VINEET SHARMA

Advocate

Office: #2-17, IInd Floor,

Authority Building,

District Centre, Janakpuri,

New Delhi
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Thiz & -for infarmation of Ganeral
Puibdic ihat my cliend {1) 3. Gurdeap
Singh Chiawta sio late 3. Man Singh
Chawla and [2) Smi. Harjest Kaur
Chawla Wi 5. Gurdesp Singh
Chawla both residents of D-1449
East of Kallzsh, Mew Dalhi-110085
are the cwnars of the Open ool of
Third Floor, measwring 223.52 55
wils, with free-hold land undemneath
of property bearng Municipal Mo
6559 to BB siuated al Kalra Mesl,
Chandni Chawk, Dalhi- 110008 and
wider an Agreement b Sell dated Bih
May, 2024 had agreed to sed the
same infavaurof Smi, SumanLala
Singh Wi 3hri Deep Marayan
Singh Rfo A5, Mew Krishana
Nagar Dethi-110057. Thal as Smi
Lata Singh have defauled in
comglying with the terms of the
Agresment o Sell and fime of
payment of -balance sale
consaderation expired loag lime
back on 16.6.204. Hance vids a
Notios datad 28k Apal, 2026 my
clienl have cancelled the
Agreement 10-5ed in-accordance
with the said Agreement to Sell, As
the Agreement stands cancalled
no claim by Smd. Lala Singh ar any
parson Iin any nature will ba
anbariained theraafier and my client
are free fo deal with ihe subject
property in arymannes they like,
Amit Yadav, Advocate
Fiat No. 102 G
Reval Legacy Apariments,
Sector 18, Vasundhara,
Ghaziabad-201012U.P)
Mobila: +31-96540 BETET

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram, May 2

FROM HIS modest five-room
clinicin the coastal village of Sak-
thikulangara in Kerala’s Kollam
district, a78-year-old doctor has
been waging a years-long battle
against alleged malpractices in
declaring patients brain dead,
leadingto the Supreme Courton
Saturday directing the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) to set up a panel of ex-
perts to review brain death dec-
laration protocol.

Acting upon a petition
moved by Dr Sadanandan Gan-
apathy, the Supreme Court di-
rected AIIMS tosetup a panel of
three neurology or neurosur-
gery experts to examine
whether methods like cerebral
angiogram and electroenceph-
alogram (EEG) are better modes
todetermineifa personisbrain
dead than the currently used
apneatest.

Dr Ganapathy moved the
apex court after the Kerala High
Court in 2017 closed his PIL, in
which he had flagged a lack of
transparency and alleged mal-
practices in declaring patients
brain dead before their organs
are used for transplantation.

Running SG Clinic at Sak-
thikulangarafor thelast S2 years,
Ganapathy's legal battle against
the corporate healthcare world’s

S Ganapathy, 78, has cited a
lack of transparency in brain
death declaration protocol

practices with regard to organ
transplantation began adecade
ago. “My battle is half won. The
presentapneatestisnotreliable.
There is no evidence whether
thetestiseven conducted or not.
Doctors can write anything, can
declareapersonbraindead even
withoutexaminingthe patient...
Iftestslike EEG and cerebral an-
giography are done before cer-
tifying brain death, there would
be clear recorded evidence for
such tests,” he said. Ganapathy
said that when he petitioned the
High Court, Kerala’s health de-
partment initially agreed to his
suggestiontomake EEGand an-
giography, which he said were
accepted acrosstheworld, man-
datory.

“Butthe government did not
implementitunder duress from

big private hospitals,” he al-
leged.

Daughter’s word of
caution

Recalling how he began the
litigation to bring transparency
into organ transplantation, Dr
Ganapathy said, “In 2015, be-
fore Iwent in for heart surgery,
I gave in writing to my doctor
that if something were to
happen to me before or after
the surgery, my organs could be
used for transplants for the
poor. Opposingit, my daughter
said if I gave consent in that
manner, they (the hospital)
would certify me brain dead
and harvest my organs.”

After that, he said, he began
exploring the issue in Kerala,
where he found that there were
nine cases where brain death
was declared in 2012, but the
number rose sharply in later
years. “The figure rose to 79 in
2015. This nine-fold increase in
three years made me suspi-
cious,” he said, claiming that he
learned from colleagues in cor-
porate-run hospitals that “ifa
poor young person is admitted
tothehospital with braininjury”,
in many cases doctors would al-
legedly focus on convincing
their relatives to agree to organ
donation. He also alleged that
some doctors were paid to cer-
tify brain death in several cases.

Body of Jammu man who drowned
while evading ‘cow vigilantes’ found

Arun Sharma
Jammu, May 2

THE BODY of Tanveer Salam,
an 18-year-old youth who had
gone missing after allegedly
jumpinginto the Bishlerinullah
in Ramban district of Jammu
and Kashmir, was recovered on
Saturday, nearly three Kkilo-
metres from where he had dis-
appeared on April 12.

According to his father,
Abdul Salam, the body was
trapped under a boulder. The
SDRF and police personnel,
whowerelooking for him forthe
past20 days, found it after water
level in the nullah decreased.

Tanveer, a resident of
Mundkhal Pogal in Ukhral
tehsil, was coming home from
Jammu with two bovines and
two calves in a pickup vehicle
when, at Digdole near Ramban
on the Jammu-Srinagar high-
way, a group of self-styled cow
vigilantesin twovehiclesstarted
chasing him.

The men managed to inter-
cept Tanveer near Maggarkote
and started assaulting him. He

ran down the road and jumped
intothenullah flowingalongthe
highway to escape.

Accordingtopolice, Tanveer
had bought the cattle to use
themasmilch animals,and had
a written permission from the
District Magistrate, Jammu, to
transport them.

Asnews spread of Tanveer's
"disappearance", hundreds of
residents of Pogal and nearby
villages in Ramsu sub-division
gathered at Maggarkote and
blocked the national highway
demanding action. Four men,
known for "cow vigilantism" in
the area, have been arrested.

The cattle as well as the
pickup truck are in police cus-
tody. Tanveer, employed as a
driver with a factory in Jammu,
wasreturninghome after nearly
a month at that time. He had
called his father before leaving
Jammu around 6 am, informing
him that he was coming home.

The police have set up a
Special Investigation Team
and arrested four people —Sur-
jeet Singh, Sandeep Singh, Dig-
vijay Singh and Kewal Singh -

all residents of Ramban. While
one of themisavillage lamber-
dar, another is a cloth mer-
chant and a third works in a
transport company.

Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah had called the incident a
"murder" and said "jungle raj"
would not be tolerated in J&K.
Those who want to use religion
as an excuse to mar the atmos-
phere in the Union Territory
would not be allowed to do so,
he said.

Abdullah had also urged
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, who is in charge of law
and order in the Union Territory,
to ensure there is action against
those involved.

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq had
warned that the incident invol-
ving Tanveer shows that "the
poison of cow vigilantism" is
comingto J&K. There could be
"repercussions” if there was no
action against the accused, he
said. Local National Conference
MLA Arjun Singh Raju too had
condemned theincident, saying
strict action would be taken
against the accused.

“Went to cops, got no response’ Mumbai
woman who confronted minister clarifies

Express News Service
Mumbai, May 2

BREAKING HER silence for the
first time after a video of her
confronting Maharashtra Min-
ister Girish Mahajan in Mum-
bai went viral, Teena
Choudhry, 50, has identified
herself and thanked people for
their support, while urging that
the incident not be politicised.

The video, filmed during a
BJP protest march on April 21,
showed Choudhry objectingto
traffic disruption allegedly
caused by the rally.

Choudhry, a former televi-
sion actress and a resident of
Prabhadevi, is married to Bol-
lywood director Robbie Grewal.

On Saturday, Choudhry is-
sued adetailed video statement
describing the events leading
up to the confrontation, saying
she was repeatedly ignored for
over an hour before the situ-
ation escalated.

“Hello, I am sure many of

Teena Choudhry had
confronted Girish Mahajan over
traffic disruptions on April 21.

you have seen the video of the
BJP Nari Shakti Abhiyan rally.
The woman wearing a black
cap. That woman is me. My
nameis Teena Choudhry,and I
am sending this message to
clarify a few things,” she said.
Addressing concerns about
her safety, she added: “I have
received many messages re-
garding my safety. I want to as-
sure you that I'm fine, and I
truly appreciate the concern.”

OSBI

Infarmation Security Department, State Bank of India,
Global IT-Centre, Sec-11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai-400 614

CORRIGENDUM-1

Place: Mavi Mumbai
Deabes 3004 2026

Rel: SBI/GITC/ Cyber Secuwity/2026/2027/ 1446

Plaase refar to RFP Mo SBHGITC Ovber Sacunty/ 2026/ 2027/ 1446, datad 10.04,2026
wharein the State Bank of Indin has propasad b Procurament of Four [4) Licenses of
Standalene Dynamic Application Security Testing Software [other than Burp Sulte) for
o year inthis regard, we hereby issue corrdgenduminresponse to gueries ralsad in the
onding Pre-Bid mesting held on 20004, 2024 and amendrment & tha RFP, For details, visit
Eturder p-:-rtal at sitn https:Vetendor. shifSBI or please visit "Procurement news” at

Dated: 100042026

Lastdate and time for submissionofbeds: 05052026 uwpto 15:00hrs,
Bid l:l'ﬂEﬂir'I.g ate: 05 052026680 L5 30 hrs:

Dy. Genaral Manager ([Cyber Security)
Infarmation Security Departmaent

| wana (15).

Recounting the events,
Choudhry said she had gone to
pick up her daughter from a
music class and repeated ap-
peals to police personnel to
clear the road went un-
answered. “I went to every
single police officer. I received
no reaction, no response. No-
body heard me,” she said. She
said her exchange with Maha-
jantook place after a prolonged
delay, as concern for her
daughter grew.

“Mr Mahajan was actually
the only person in that rally
who atleast tried tohear what I
was saying. On hisinstructions,
the two buses were moved, and
we were finally able to join the
main road,” she said.

A complaint has been filed
by Zen Sadavarte, daughter of
lawyer Gunaratna Sadavarte,
alleging that Choudhry created
a disturbance, and obstructed
public duty.

However, no FIR has been
registered so far.

4 of family drown

Rajkot: Four of seven
members of an extended
family drowned in the waters
of Aji Dam in Rajkot on Satur-
day.

Police identified the de-
ceased as rickshaw driver
Bharat Devji Jadav (42), his
two sons Dhaval (18) and
Rohit (26) and his wife's
nephew, Dhruv Sanjay Mak-
ENS
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‘He was assaulted,
thrown’: Kin of Bihar
cleric found dead on
Bareilly rail tracks

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, May 2

THE DEATH of a 30-year-old
cleric from Bihar, whose body
was found on the railway tracks
in Uttar Pradesh’s Bareilly last
week, has taken a fresh turn,
with his family claiming to pos-
sess an audio clip in which he is
allegedly heard saying he was
being harassed inside the train.

Police, who initially sus-
pected he accidentally fell from
the train, said they are probing
the case afresh.

Thedeceased, Maulana Tau-
seef Raza from Kishanganj dis-
trict, was an imam at a mosque
in Siwan. Police said the family
is expected to arrive on Sunday
to lodge a complaint. Raza’s
uncle, Rizwan Alam, alleged:
“Wesuspecthewasassaulted in-
side the train and then thrown
fromit.” In the purported audio
recording, the victim is heard
telling his wife, Tabassum, that
some people were harassinghim
inside the train and that he’d in-
formed the police.

In a video circulating on so-
cial media, Tabassum alleged
that her husband had called her,
saying some people had caught
him and were assaultinghimon
the train.

She said she urged him to
seek help from fellow passen-
gers, but he told her that they

Maulana Tauseef Raza from
Kishanganj district was an
imam atamosque in Bihar’s
Siwan, say police. EXPRESS

were accusing him of being a
thief. Tabassum, in the video,
said her husband was travelling
to Siwan from Bareilly.

She further claimed that po-
liceinitially informed the family
that he had slipped and fallen
from the train, along with his
luggage.

Superintendent of Police,
Bareilly, Manush Pareek, said
when thebodywashanded over
to the family after the post-mor-
tem, no suspicion of foul play
wasraised and they agreed with
the police’s preliminary con-
clusion that the cleric had died
after accidentally falling from a
movingtrain. “Weare in contact
with the deceased’s family and
will take appropriate action in
the matter soon,” said the SP.

BISHNUPUR VIOLENCE

25 days after attack,
family claims bodies of
2 minors Killed in blast

Jimmy Leivon
Imphal, May 2

THE MORTAL remains of the
two minorsKkilled in the Trong-
laobi bomb blast incident in
Bishnupur have been claimed
by their family after 25 days.

The two minors — a five-
year-old boy and his S-month-
old sister —succumbed to their
injuries after suspected mili-
tants attacked a private resi-
dence with a rocket-like bomb.
Their mother, who was sleeping
with the children at the time of
the incident, was also injured.

Sources said the bodies of
the two minors were handed
over following a request from
the family.

“Following the family's re-
quest, the bodies of the two mi-
nors were handed over. There
was no separate agreement be-
tween the state and the family.
The state stands by its earlier
stance when it comes to the
JAC’s demands,” an official
source said.

A Joint Action Committee
(JAC) was formed in connec-
tion with the killing of the two
minors. Its main demand is
that those involved in the inci-
dent be booked, among others.

The state government has

assured that it will provide the
father, whois currently serving
in the Border Security Force
(BSF), ajob in the state force
with an equivalent rank. The
mother, who works as a nurse
at All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) Guwahati,
will be offered an equivalent
service in Manipur.

Earlier, Chief Minister Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh had
appealed to the families of the
two deceased children to ac-
cept the bodies. He said efforts
were underway to identify the
perpetrators and that agencies
were in constant touch with the
families.

Following the deaths of the
minors on April 7, tensions es-
calated after a CRPF postin Gel-
mol, Churachandpur district,
located about SO0 metres from
the attack site, was stormed by
protestors. Two people were
killed after CRPF personnel
opened fire. Protestors had al-
leged that CRPF personnel
failed to prevent the attack.

The case has been handed
over to the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA). So far, five
suspects believed to be
members of the banned United
Kuki National Army (UKNA)
have been arrested.

4 Chhattisgarh cops Killed

while extractlng expl()swes

Jayprakash S Naidu
Raipur, May 2

FOUR PERSONNEL of the Dis-
trict Reserve Guard (DRG) in
Chhattisgarh’s Kanker district
were killed on Saturday while
theywere engaged in extracting
and defusing explosive material
that had been dumped by
Maoists, police said.

In a statement, Bastar police
said, “With the assistance of the
Bomb Disposal Squad (BDS), the
team leader and other members
were in the process of safely
extractingthe materials fromthe
dump and preparing for their
controlled disposal. During this
process, an explosionisbelieved
to have occurred, likely due to
high temperaturesand achemi-
cal reaction in the firecracker
powder.”

Maoists have used impro-
vised explosive devices (IEDs)
extensively in the Bastar divi-
sion which includes Kanker,
butin recent months, following

Sukhram Vatti

intensified operations aimed at
ending Left-wing extremism,
security forces have been find-
ing and defusing these explos-
ives, sometimes with the help
of inputs given by surrendered
Maoists, police said.

On Saturday, a team from
Kanker district’s DRG launched
an operation in the jungle area
of Chhotebethiya, which was
earlier a Maoist stronghold and
formed the entrance to
Abujhmad from Kanker side.

Bastar police said the oper-
ation was “aimed at recovering
materials previously dumped
by Maoists”.
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Krishna Komra

“The first dump yielded
items such as computers,
monitors, and printers. Subse-
quently, another nearby dump
was recovered, containing five
sacks (15kgeach) of firecracker
powder (gunpowder — Potass-
ium Nitrate + Barium Nitrate)
that had been earlier concealed
by Maoists,” the statement said.

After the explosion, Inspec-
tor Sukhram Vatti, Constable
Krishna Komra, and Constable
Sanjay Gadhpale succumbed to
their injuries on the spot, offi-
cials said. Constable Parma-
nand Komra was rushed to a
medical facility with serious in-

Parmanand Komra

Sanjay Gadhpale

juries and died later during
treatment.

Inspector General of Police
for Bastar range, Sundarraj Pat-
talingam, said, “Under the
leadership of Inspector
Sukhram Vatti, the same team
had successfully recovered and
safely neutralised several IEDs
from Maoist hideouts in past.”

“However, in this tragic ac-
cident, the force has lost four
courageous commandosinthe
line of duty. The department re-
mains forever indebted to the
supreme sacrifice made by
these brave personnel in service
of the nation,” the IG added.

Takeover of Jamaat-linked’ schools
donein J&K, alook at what’s at stake

Bashaarat Masood
Srinagar, May 2

ATTHE Bemina, Srinagar, office
of the Jammu and Kashmir
Board of School Education, afile
is kept inside a locker. They call
it File 104, which is essentially a
watchlist of schools flagged
by intelligence agencies. If a
school finds its way in, govern-
mentregistrationisoffthetable,
without any formal response or
apublicnotice.

One of the schools in the
spotlight in recent days is Isla-
mia High School in Baramulla,
one of the 58 self-financed
schools linked directly or indi-
rectly to the Falah-e-Aam Trust
(FAT) which the government
has announced it will take ovet,
asitseesthemas “under patron-
age of the Trust or falling within
itsideological orbit”. The FAT is
the educational affiliate of the
banned Jamaat-e-Islami (Jel),
J&K. Following the government
order, the administrative control
of all 58 schools has been given
to principals of nearby govern-
mentschools, includingIslamia
High School.

Registered as an indepen-
dent institute with the state
board since 1992, Islamia High
School has around 1,500 stu-
dents on its rolls, 700 of them
girls. Spread over 13 kanals of
land, it boasts among its alumni
several senior police officersand
doctors, with its most-famous
student inrecent timesbeingris-
ing cricket pacer Aqib Nabi. In
Class10resultsthisyear,ithad a
pass percentage 0f 95%, with five
students scoring 490 marks out
of 500.Islamia High School’s ad-
ministrative controlis now with
Government High School, Bug-
lowbagh, which, after the club-

Allahabad HC dismisses man’s
plea for namaz on private land

Bhupendra Pandey
Lucknow, May 2

DISMISSING A man’s petition
seeking directions to the Samb-
hal District Magistrate (DM) to
allow him to offer namaz on his
privateland, the Allahabad High
Courthasobserved thattheright
to practice religion is subject to
public order and can’t be exer-
cised ina manner that interferes
with the rights of others.

“The Constitution protects
therightto practicereligion, but
it also makes it clear that this
right is subject to public order,
morality and health. It is not an
unlimited right. It cannot be ex-
ercised in a way that affects
others or disturbs the normal
functioning of publiclife,” a divi-
sion bench of Justices Saral Sri-
vastavaand Garima Prashad ob-
served in its April 6 order,
uploaded on April 30.

It further stated based onthe
material placed on record, “...
this Court finds that the land in
question is recorded as public
land. Even otherwise, iftheland

isassumed tobe private, the peti-
tioner is not entitled to the relief
sought...”

The bench added, “When it
comes to public land, the posi-
tion is straightforward. Public
land is meant for everyone and
is controlled by law. No individ-
ual can claim a right to use it for
regular religious gatherings,” the
bench added.

The court said “the record
shows that he is not protecting
an existing practice but seeking
to introduce regular congrega-
tional gatherings, including per-
sons from within and outside
the village. It is admitted that
namaz was earlier offered only
on specific occasions such as
Eid. This expansion beyond a li-
mited private sphere falls out-
side the protected domain and
issubject to regulation”

In these circumstances, the
bench ordered, “... This court
cannot grant relief on such a
basis, particularly where the
matter hasimplications for pub-
licorder and social harmony. Ac-
cordingly, the writ petition is dis-

missed.” The petitioner, Aseen,
sought directions to the DM to
provide security/protectionand
permission to pray at his private
premises (measuring 82.80 sqm
of gram sabhaland) at Ikonavil-
lage in Sambhal’s Gunnaur.

Aseen’s counsel cited four re-
cent orders of the Allahabad
High Court on separate petitions
that sought similar relief. These
orders, delivered between Janu-
ary and March this year, had
stated that prayers can be con-
ducted on private premises
without requiring prior per-
mission.

Replying to the petitioner,
the bench said in these orders,
the court protected bona fide
prayer within private premises
and held that such personal re-
ligious exercise cannot be arbi-
trarily interfered with.

The Standing Counsel ap-
pearing for the state also sub-
mitted that the land which the
petitioner claimed is his private
premises is meant for public
use and he has no ownership
rights over it.

Recognised by state board, the schools
run by Fahal-E-Alam Trustin 2019
had over 80,000 students in the ranks

bing of seven more schools with
it, has170 students onits rolls.
A former student of Islamia
High School says this is “ironi-
cal”. “An administration that
struggles to manage even 200
students has been given control
of over 1,500 students.” The take-
over of the 58 schools last week
completed an exercise that
beganin2022, whentheadmin-
istrative control of the 22 original
schools of FAT was taken over by
the government, citing a 1990
crackdown on the trust. In Au-
gust 2025, the govern-
ment took over another
150 such schools.
“Thetakeover hasef-
fectively stripped us of
our autonomy,” says the
principal of a formerly FAT
school. “Ouraccountsare sealed
and about every expense,
whether the salary of teachers or
other routine costs, we have to
get the approval of the principal
of the administrative school.”
However, the principal of a FAT
school that was taken over last
year says nothing much has
changed for them. “Everything
is the way it was. We have the
same students, same teachers,
we do the recruitment the way
we used to do earlier... The dif-
ference is that students of
Classes 9 and 10 are registered
with the government school
(that has administrative control
over the FAT school now), and
appear for exams under them.”
Incidentally, the order of the
Secretary, School Education, an-

nouncing the takeover of 200
FAT schools in August last year,
hadled todisagreementwith the
Omar Abdullah government.
While the order said deputy
commissionerswould take over
the management of the schools,
Education Minister Sakeena
Itoo claimed that the order —is-
sued in “the interest of students”
— had been “modified without
her knowledge”. According to
her, the elected government had
decided that these schools
would be looked after by princi-
pals of nearby govern-
ment schools. Event-
ually, an agreement had
® been reached on

handing over the run-
ning of the schools to
principals of neighbouring gov-
ernment schools.

Thestart

The Jamaat-e-Islami started
with 22 schoolsin1967, atatime
when Kashmir’s educational
landscape was largely domi-
nated by government-run insti-
tutions, apart from a handful of
missionary schools in the pri-
vate sphere. Across the semi-
urban and rural areas of the Val-
ley, viable educational options
were even fewer. It went on to
also open schools in Muslim-
dominated areas of Jammu re-
gion. In 1975, the Jel, J&K, was
banned by the Sheikh Abdullah-
led National Conference govern-
ment. It approached the CM
over the fate of the schools, and
itwas he who offered a solution,

a former member of the outfit
says. “The CM said you should
run these schools under a Trust
instead of the Jamaat to keep
them functional.”

The Jel had setup the Falah-
e-Aam (Welfare for All) Trust for
social outreach three years ear-
lier, and it was seen as the best
option. Even as the Jel ban was
lifted two yearslater, schools run
by FAT emerged over time as a
popular, affordable alternative
togovernment schools, with the
biggest draw being the early
adoption of English as a
medium of instruction, es-
pecially in core subjects like
Mathematics and Science, fol-
lowing the syllabus prescribed
by the stateboard. Besides these,
the schools taught Islamic
Studies and Arabic. Over the
years, the state board offered rec-
ognition to these schools based
on recommendations of the
deputy commissioners con-
cerned, acting on intelligence
agencies’ input.

As militancy rose in the Val-
ley in the 1990s, the Jel was
banned again. This time, the
crackdown was extended to
FAT, with the 22 schools directly
linked to it ordered shut. How-
ever, the trust later got relief for
them. Till 2019, the schools func-
tioned without disruption, with
the FAT network expanding to
reach a student base of over
80,000 — nearly half of them
girls — and employing around
5,000 teachers. In 2019 the Jel
wasbanned one more time, with
police and magistrates issuing
notices to schools run by the
Trust. The authorities had to
clarify that these schools would
not be closed down, attributing
the confusion to officers misin-
terpreting the JeI ban.

WHEN KARGIL'S DEAD END UP IN PAKISTAN

Kargil families demand exchange point
as rivers sweep bodies across the LoC

Bashaarat Masood
Srinagar, May 2

ON MARCH 20, a day after he
celebrated his sixth birthday,
Zulgarnain Ali and his cousin
Ali Akbar (6) stepped out to play
at Hundurman, the last village
before the Line of Control (LoC)
in Kargil. While playing, the
boys slipped into the fast-flow-
ing waters of the Shingo River.

AKkbar's body was retrieved
from the river in Hundurman a
day later, but Zulgarnain could-
n'tbetraced. OnFriday evening,
aWhatsApp call from acrossthe
border informed the family that
thebody had beenretrieved and
buried in Gangani village of Bal-
tistan, across the LoC.

“He (Zulgarnain) would
never gotowardstheriver,” says
his father Mohammad Hussain
(38), a government school
teacher. "They were three
children, Zulgarnain, mysister's
son and another boy, relatively

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

older. The older boy survived but
these two drowned."

This is not the first such tra-
gedy in Kargil. Javid Ali, who
runs the Al Mehdi Scouts and
helps search for bodies in the
Shingo and Suru rivers, says,
"There are at least 10 to 12 cases
where we couldn't find the
bodies, which are carried to Pak-
istan by strong currents. These
are fast-flowingrivers, especially
sointhe summers."

“I personally remember
many incidents over the last
year; there was a car accident
and five people drowned. We
could retrieve only two while
three bodies were swept across
theborder.Itis often through so-
cial media that we cometo know
bodies have been found there,”
he says.

The Shingo River flows from
Drass towards Kargil, and the
SuruRiver descends fromZans-
kar to Kargil. The twin rivers
meet near Hundurman, increas-

ingthe flow and speed.

With a population of little
over 200 as per the 2011 census,
Hundurmanisthelastvillage on
this side of the LoC. Across the
border is Gangani, another small
hamlet. Before 1971, Hundur-
man and Gangani were part of
onevillage under Pakistan’s con-
trol. In the 1971 war, India cap-
tured Hundurman. The two vil-
lages have people who are
related. With no mechanism to
send bodieshome, the people of
Kargil are demanding the open-
ingof an exchange pointat Hun-
durman.

Sajjad Hussain, a political
leader and activist whois part of
the Kargil Democratic Alliance,
says, “For over 70 years, families
divided between Ladakh and
Baltistan have been unabletore-
unite. This separation extends
beyond lifeitself. Bodies of those
who, duetoaccidents, are swept
across the river are often never
returned to their native land.”

* BRIEFLY

Andaman and Nicobar Police, Forest Department, Navy and Coast
Guard personnel, and scuba divers deploy the Tricolour beneath
the sea at Swaraj Dweep near Sri Vijaya Puram on Saturday. pri

ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR

Andaman unfurls largest Tricolour

underwater, sets Guinness record

THE ANDAMAN and Nicobar administration on Saturday
set anew Guinness World Record by unfurling the world’s
largest underwater national flag at Radhanagar beach, offi-
cials said. The massive Tricolour, measuring nearly 60-40
metres, was deployed beneath the seain an operation
involving personnel from the Andaman and Nicobar
Police, Forest Department, Navy and Coast Guard, as well
as professional scuba divers at Swaraj Dweep (Havelock Is-
land). Three school children — Fateh Jahaan Singh (16),
Lavanya Eira (15) and Ranvijay Singh (14) — were the youn-
gest participants among more than 200 divers. PTI

4 children found
deadin UP,

mother missing

FOUR CHILDREN were al-
legedly bludgeoned to
deathinside their housein
Ambedkar Nagar districtin
UP, police said on Saturday.
The deceased —identified
as Shafiq (14), Saud (10),
Umar (8) and Sadiya (7) —
were the children of Niyaz
(42), who hasbeen working
in Saudi Arabia for years.
The childrenlived with
their mother, Naziya Kha-
toon (37), who hasbeen
missing. Police said a probe
isunderway to ascertain if
she hasbeen abducted or
thereis any other angle to
her disappearance. PTI

4 teachers killed
in Kullu as tree

falls on vehicle

FOUR SCHOOL teachers
were Killed and three others
were injured when a conifer
tree fell on their vehicle
during a severe storm in Hi-
machal’s Kullu district on
Saturday, police said. Police
said aBolero vehicle was
transporting seven people:
six female teachers and one
driver, who were reportedly
returning from school when
theincident occurred. The
deceased, all women, were
identified as Sneh Lata,
Banti, Usha and Seema.
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu expressed
griefover theincident. ENS

JABALPUR CRUISE BOAT CAPSIZE

Bodies of two children
recovered, toll rises to 11

Express News Service
Bhopal, May 2

THE BODIES of two children
were recovered from Bargi
Dam in Madhya Pradesh’s Ja-
balpur, where a cruise boat had
capsized, taking the death toll
to 11, officials said on Saturday.

Jabalpur Collector Ragh-
vendra Singh told The Indian
Express, “One of the boys be-
longed to a family from Tamil
Nadu and has been identified
as Tamilventhan. The other
boy hasbeenidentified as Viraj
Soni.” Soni’s family wept out-
side the mortuary as his body
was wheeled into an ambu-
lance. This is the second death
in the family after his mother,
Neetu Soni, also died in the ac-
cident which took place on
Thursday. Five-year-old Tamil-
venthan’s body was flown to
Tamil Nadu by the state auth-
orities. The child’s death comes
as yet another blow to his

Requesting the External Af-
fairs Minister and his Pakistani
counterpart to intervene, he
says, "A designated exchange
pointshould be established to fa-
cilitate the dignified return of
these bodies to their families."

Zulgarnain's body was re-
covered after 40 days, and his
father saysthe family consented
totheir child beingburied in Bal-
tistan. "Forty days had already
passed, and they informed us it
would be better to bury him
thereonly," hesays. "We agreed."

For Zulgarnain's father, the
WhatsApp call on a neighbour's
phone is only a partial closure.
"We had sent the photos across
and informed them about the
clotheshewaswearingthatday.
They have said they retrieved
the body and buried it," he says.
"But I have not seen any photos
of the funeral yet. I am waiting
for the pictures.” Many families
are still waiting for even this
much of a closure.

family after his mother, Kar-
kuzhali, died in the accident.
The boy’s father, Kamaraj, and
Kamaraj’s nephew, Mayuram,
are also missing.

Kamaraj, whowasemployed
at an ordnance factory, had
been working in Jabalpur for
several years. Hisrelatives from
Tiruppur district had come to
visit him, and the family had
gone on an outing on Thursday
when tragedy struck.

Meanwhile, the captain of
the cruise boat, Mahesh Patel,
expressed regret over the inci-
dent, saying, “I haven’t eaten or
slept in three days. I only see
those children.” Patel is being
investigated by a high-level
committee set up to probe
safety violations and other
lapses that may have led to the
deaths. The inquiry is focused
on safety protocols followed
aboard the cruise boat, includ-
ing whether life jackets were
provided to passengers.

65-year-old man
heldfor 3-yr-old’s
rape-murderin
Pune village

Express News Service
Pune, May 2

A 65-YEAR-OLD man allegedly
sexually assaulted and mur-
dered a three-and-a-half-year-
oldgirlinavillagein Pune on Fri-
day, sparking massive outrage.

An angry mob blocked the
Pune-Satara highway on Friday
night, before senior police
rushed to the spot.

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis termed the incident
“shocking” and said that the
state will seek capital punish-
ment for the accused.

SP Sandeep Singh Gill said
the accused appears to be a ser-
ial offender, as he was earlier
booked in two molestation cases
in1998 and 2015.In 2015 case, he
was booked under POCSO Act
but acquitted by a courtin 2019,
he said. The police arrested the
accused and lodged an FIR
against him The court re-
manded the accused to police
custody till May 7.
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Mitigating costs of start-stop war

. '-:E'J\
ACROSS THEAISLE

BY P CHIDAMBARAM

HEUS-ISRAELwar againstIran
isnot a distant war. It is in West
Asia neighbouring the Indian
sub-continent. Millions of In-
dians live and work in the re-
gion. Millions of Indian Shia Muslims have
astrong bond with the people of Iran. India
hastraditionally claimed alongand histori-
cal relationship with Iran. Over the years,
Indiahasalso claimed closer trade and econ-
omicrelations with Iran —an exampleisthe
development of Chabahar port. Those
claims have frayed under the BJP govern-
ment. One of the reasons is the close friend-
ship between the prime minister of Israel,
Mr Benjamin Netanyahu, and the prime
minister of India, Mr Narendra Modi.

No more wanted

In the good old days, India would have
been the most sought-after peacemaker in
the case of a conflict. This time, however,
since the war started on February 28,2026,
both the US and Israel have studiously
avoided India. ItisIran that has maintained
a semblance of ‘briefing’ India from time
to time. India has been partial to Israel —

the latest episode is the Indian veto of the
BRICS countries’ draft resolution critical of
Israel. Nevertheless, the US-Israel axis has
kept India ‘out’ and, instead, courted Pak-
istan as the intermediary.

India can no longer pretend that the
West Asian war has not affected the
country. It has damaged the economies of
most countries of the world, especially
those countries that have vital stakesin glo-
bal trade, global supply chains and mari-
time interests. Let us look at some Indian
economic indicators since February 28,
2026 when the war started (see table).

The world is familiar with President
Trump’s bluff and bluster. No one believed
him when he boasted that Iran’s Air Force
and Navy had been obliterated; or there are
no more Iranian military assets; or the ‘re-
gime’ in Iran had changed (once or twice?);
or the American draft proposals had been
accepted by Iran; or there was (at different
times) a ceasefire. Mr Trump stops the war,
then starts it again, and then announces a
pause. Meanwhile, Israel continues to at-
tackIranand Lebanon, and Iran retaliates.
The world knows the war that was started
on February 28 did not ever stop.

Notallis normal

The government claims that ‘all is nor-
mal’. The RBI seems more aware of the
costs and consequences of the war. In its
April Bulletin, the RBI flagged the ‘press-
ures on the global supply chains’, ‘CPI in-
flation driven by fuel and food’, ‘bond
yields’, ‘slowdown in imports’ and ‘volatile
FII flows’, and warned that “If the conflict
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FAIR-WEATHERMPS

IF SEVEN AAP RajyaSabha MPs have quit the party, theblame
cannotbeattributed entirely to the BJP’s ruthless tactics in mobi-
lising enforcement agencies to intimidate AAP’s MPs. Arvind
Kejriwal erred by nominating individuals not on the basis of loyalty
or legislative skills but on their monetary contributions. Of the
seven defectors, one manufacturesfertilisers, the other towelsand
athird runs a large private university in Punjab. One defector ad-
mitted on TV that he and others had met Amit Shah before the
switch! Incidentally, around two million unfollowed Raghav
Chadha on his Instagram account within three days of leaving
AAP. His large social media presence was one of his strengths.
Signs of his fair-weather followers drifting away was evident to
Kejriwal in March 2024 when he was arrested for alleged involve-
ment in the liquor scam. Chadha mysteriously left for the UK for
dental treatment instead ofjoining the solidarity protests against
hisleader’sarrest. The businessmen MPs, who had littletodowith
AAPallalong, were also absent from rallies in support of Kejriwal.
Incidentally, the BJP has its eye on breaking two other parties in
the Rajya Sabha, Uddhav Thackeray’s Shiv Sena and Sharad Pa-
war’s NCP. Tellingly, MP Sanjay Jadhav hasbeen missing fromre-
cent party meetings with Uddhav Thackeray.

Itisnot asif traditional political parties have not awarded RS
tickets onthebasis of acandidate’s financial standing, but earlier,
such nominees did not change affiliations midstream because
of anti-defection laws. The late pharmaceutical magnate, King
Mahendra Prasad, a seven-time RS member from Bihar, for in-
stance, was affiliated variously to the Congress, JD(U) and RJD,
but in different Rajya Sabha terms.

NOSTRANGERTOPOLITICS

Therecently appointed vice chairperson of NITT Aayog, Ashok
Lahiri, kept alow profile even when he was a member of the West
Bengal Assembly. A respected economist who hasheld many dis-
tinguished positions, including Chief Economic Advisorinboth
the Manmohan Singh and Vajpayee governments, Lahiri caught
the attention of the Modi government in 2021 when he wrote a
paper suggesting that BJPhad a fighting chance in the West Ben-
gal Assembly electionsifitimplemented certain steps. To his sur-
prise, the BJP election managers got in touch and urged him to
stand for elections. The BJPlost that election, but Lahiri won from
Balurghat. In fact, this was not Lahiri’s first brush with electoral
politics. In the late 1970s, he partnered with Prannoy Roy, both
freshly out of the Delhi School of Economics, to form the Policy
Group, apioneer in psephology in India. They based their election
prediction analysis on both the swing in voter mood and the index
of opposition unity. The Policy Group created waves by accurately
forecasting Indira Gandhi’sdefeatin 1977, her victoryin 1980 and
Rajiv Gandhi’s massive mandate in 1984. Roy then went on to
build a television empire, Lahiri focused on a career in economics.

AIRBRUSHING REALITY, CURATED MOMENTS

Legendarylensman Raghu Rai’s political photographs, which
werebackin the public eye after his death last week, captured an
intimate slice of India’s history. His iconic photos were because
of hisintuitive genius, but hisadditional advantage was that there
was barely five feet between the photographer and his subjectin
those days. Today, the distance between news photographersand
those in power has increased exponentially. Parliament House,
Rashtrapati Bhavan, party meeting rooms, VIP aircraft, and gov-
ernment offices are out of bounds. The practice is for photographs
of political bigwigs to be taken largely by the VIPs’ own media
team or select agencies. It is not just one way of erasing any em-
barrassing moments or comments but also photoshopping to
convey the politically correct message.

RETAINING 24 AKBARROAD

The Congress is reluctant to vacate 24 Akbar Road in Delhi,
itsheadquarters for nearly halfa century till it moved reluctantly
toitsnew multi-storey buildingon Kotla Marg. Toretain the type
VIII government bungalow, some suggest that it be allotted inthe
name of an MP, a manoeuvre the BJP adopted to hang on to its
former Ashoka Road headquarters. The problem is that the only
Congress MP presently entitled tobe assigned the ministerial cat-
egory bungalow is PChidambaram, as aformer cabinet minister.
But Congress office bearers are too intimidated by the party’s emi-
nence grise tomake the request. (Even Supreme Court lawyer Ab-
hishek Singhvi, who hasjust won arecord-breaking fifth consecu-
tive Rajya Sabha term, qualifies only for a class VII bungalow.
Singhvi, who loaned his government house to the party earlier,
has decided to occupy his allotted bungalow this time.)

Kamal Nath and Ashok Gehlot as former chief ministers also
qualify for thelargest sized bungalows but are not currently MPs.
They are reportedly flogging their eligibility for a type VIII bun-
galow to push for a Rajya Sabha nomination.

| FEBRUARY 28,2026 | APRIL 28,2026
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persists and supply chains are not restored
early, it may create challenges to the do-
mesticeconomy...” Except for maintaining
the prices of petrol and diesel (presumably
because of elections), the government has
done precious little. It seems to be a by-
stander watching the events as they unfold
with a silent prayer that they do not scald
or scar the Indian economy.

The people of India are resilient and sto-
ical. They know they can expect little help
from the government. They are anxious to
protect the jobs and incomes they have.
Faced with the higher LPG price and unde-
pendability of supply, homes and eateries
have begun to use firewood. The average
family has cut back on consumption and
dipped intosavings. On the surface, thereis
nodisruption or despairbut, traveling in the
countryside, one can see the people are wor-
ried. The prime minister has been totallyim-
mersed in the four-state Assembly elections
and the mischievous campaign to re-enact

the Bill for women’s reservation that Parlia-
ment had passed in September 2023. He
may return to governance after May 5.

Govtcan do more

The government can do more to ease
theliving of the people and boost incomes:

@It can pay the arrears of wages under
MGNREGA and re-start the works-pro-
gramme thatisinlimbo since the National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act was re-
pealed and purportedly re-enacted.

® The rural roads programme (PMGSY)
can be accelerated and the Rs 19,000 crore
allotted in 2026-27 can be spent in 6-8
months (unlike the unspent Rs 6,871 crore
in 2025-26), and more money can be al-
lotted.

® In 2025-26, the BE for the Drinking
Water mission (Jal Jeevan) was Rs 67,000
crore but the RE was a miserable Rs 17,000
crore. The budgeted expenditure of Rs
67,670 crore for 2026-27 can be front-loaded
and funds released to the state govern-
ments promptly.

® Unlike the promise made during the
Covid epidemic (and breached), the gov-
ernment should explicitly stipulate an
amount of money for absorbing the losses
in lending to MSMEs and direct the banks
to disburse the loans quickly, and jump-
start the sector thatisstill in the doldrums.

Expenditure on provision of ‘public
goods’, creation of jobs, and boosting in-
comes of the people are effective counter-
measures to the costs and consequences of
the Trump-Netanyahu war — certainly
better than stunned passivity.

When Speaker’s role in defection
cases was tested in 1993

ol

HISTORY HEADLINE

BY CHAKSHU Roy

N MARCH 1993, a month into becom-

ing Chief Justice of India, Justice MN

Venkatachaliah faced a constitutional

crisis. The apex court had ordered Dr
H Borobabu Singh, the Speaker of the Ma-
nipur Legislative Assembly, to appear be-
foreit, and the Speaker repeatedly refused.
The apex court and the Speaker were on a
collision course.

In a 1964 face-off between the judiciary
and the UP assembly, the legislature had or-
dered the arrest of Allahabad High Court
judges. Justice Venkatachaliah must have
wondered what he would do if the Speaker
continued to defy the court's authority and
dignity. The 1993 crisis stemmed from acase
about the defection of seven Manipur MLAS.

The anti-defectionlaw isbackin the news
with seven Rajya Sabha AAP members re-
questing the Rajya Sabha Chairman that
they wish to merge with the BJP under the
anti-defection law. The secretariat has up-
dated the political party affiliations of these
MPs on the Parliament website to the BJP.
The defection law may also capture public
attention in case there are any hung Houses
inthe fourstates, Assam, Kerala, West Bengal
and Tamil Nadu, whose election results are
out on Monday, May 4.

Parliament inserted the Tenth Schedule
into the Constitution (popularly known as
the anti-defection law) to prevent MPs and
MLAs from shifting their loyalty from one
party to another. It specifies that the presid-
ing officers of the legislature will decide de-
fection cases, with their decisions being final.
If the Speaker decides that an MP/MLA has
defected, then the legislator loses their seat
in the legislature. When Parliament made
thelawin 1985, it also barred courts from get-
ting involved in these cases.

During the debate on the constitutional
amendment, MPs cautioned against vesting
presiding officerswith the power of deciding
defection cases. S Jaipal Reddy, a Lok Sabha

"

member, opposed this provision, reasoning
that since a majority elects the Speaker, the
individual would be at the command of the
ruling party and its leadership. Prof Madhu
Dandvate, a senior MP, was concerned that
this power would involve the Speaker in un-
necessary controversies.

With Speakers gaining the power tomake
and break governments, the non-partisan
office came under tremendous political
pressure. For example, during a trust vote, a
Speaker disqualified MLAs on the House
floor while the vote was underway.

In another case, a Speaker disqualified
some MLAs, was himself removed, and the
next Speaker reversed the decision. Another
Speaker was elected as the Chief Minister
after a government fell due to defecting
MLAs. And in one case, a Speaker disqual-
ified some MLASs one day and reinstated
them the next day.

In July 1991, Dr Singh, the Manipur As-
sembly Speaker, disqualified seven Con-
gress (I) MLAs on grounds of defection. His
decision, along with those of the Speakers
of thelegislatures of Goa, Gujarat, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Madhya Pradesh and Naga-
land in defection cases, was taken up by a
five-judge bench of the Supreme Court (the
Kihoto Hollohan case).

This bench, of which Justice Venkata-
chaliah was a part, examined the constitu-
tionality of the anti-defection law. The
court held that the law was valid but struck
down the provision that restricted judicial
review of the Speaker's decisions. In No-
vember 1991, the court also quashed the
Manipur Speaker's decision disqualifying
the seven MLAs.

The Speaker resisted theimplementation
ofthe apex court's decision. When the secre-
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tary of the legislative assembly tried to
execute the court's order, the Speaker re-
moved him from service.Inacasefiled by the
secretary, the apex court asked Dr Singh to
appear before it on multiple occasions. But
the Speaker refused, stating that he enjoyed
constitutional immunity from the court's
orders. The court clarified thatit wasordering
MrSingh'sappearance notasthe Speaker but
asthe administrative head of the legislature.

An entire year passed with the Speaker
refusing to appear before the Supreme Court.
Then, inFebruary 1993, the court ordered the
central government to take all necessary
steps, including the use of "minimum force,"
to ensure the Speaker's presence.

The Centre then sent a BSF plane to Ma-
nipur to bring the Speaker to Delhi.

The day the Speaker had to appear before
the court was a tense time for the govern-
ment. The MoS Law, H R Bharadwaj, re-
marked, "the government isvery much con-
cerned for the dignity of the Speaker as well
as the dignity of the court and when there is
someirritation between the institutions, itis
amatter of anxiety for the entire nation."

The Manipur Speaker, Dr Singh, arrived
at the Supreme Court at 2 pm. His presence
inthe court averted the constitutional crisis.
Hefiled an affidavit statingthat he had com-
plied with all the court's orders, and the court
dropped all proceedings against him. The
court, legislature and the government were
able to avoid this particular crisis. But three
decades later, the anti-defection law con-
tinues to bring disrepute to the office of pre-
siding officers and to place them in conflict
with the courts.

The writer looks at issues through a legislative
lens and works at PRS Legislative Research

Hate speech
cannot go
unpunished

FIFTHCOLUMN
BY TAVLEEN SINGH

ENIT comesto hate speech and religious fanati-
cism, I put the whole hateful bunch of haters and
fanaticsin the same basket. Whatever their genre,
whatever their rationale, in my eyes they are all

despicable. Thisis why it disappointed me profoundly that the
Supreme Courtlast week let two BJP leaders off the hate speech
hook.Ifthe court had found reason to rule against them, it may
have contributed vitally to calming the hate filled mood that
has spread across India since the age of belligerent Hindutva
and jihadist Islam began.

Whenever I have said this, and I have said it often, I have
been reviled by Hindutva’s social media warriors for not rec-
ognising that belligerent Hindutva is not asbad as radical Islam.
Iam fully aware of this. Hindutva has not produced the kind of
horrible violence we saw in London last week against the Jew-
ish community. It has not created suicide bombers who believe
that Allah approves of killing innocent people simply because
they are infidels and idol-worshippers. The kind of fanatics
who came to that sunny meadow in Pahalgam just over a year
ago and shot Hindu men in front of their families simply be-
cause they could not recite the ‘kalima’ have so far not been
bred by any of the Indic religions. But fanaticism of a nasty kind
has.

This is a recent development. In that older India in which I
grew up, I cannot remember ever running intoa Hindu or Mus-
lim fanatic. There were casteist Hindus around who did not
allow those of lower caste to come near them or enter their
kitchens and pooja rooms. And mercifully, there are fewer of
those around these days. At least in the cities. They have been
replaced by haters who do not hesitate to direct their hatred at
Muslims. Itis the speeches of BJP leaders like the two who were
absolved last week that inspire them.

The speeches made by Anurag Thakur and Parvesh
Verma came in response to Muslim opposition to the Citizens
Amendment Act. Muslim fears were valid because for the
first time in our proudly secular land, we were told that mi-
grants to India of all faiths, other the Islamic faith, would be
put on a fast track to citizenship. This was justified on the
grounds that our neighbours are nearly all Islamic and it is
Hindus and Sikhs who face sickening brutality in these coun-
tries. Not true. Shias do not have such a good time in Pakistan
nor do those of the Ahmadiya sect. It was a discriminatory
amendment, and a deliberate attempt at showing Indian
Muslims that they were lesser citizens.

Proof came in the speeches made by the two BJP leaders
who the Supreme Court absolved last week. Anurag Thakur
was a minister at the time which made it so much more unac-
ceptable that he addressed public rallies at which with a
smarmy grin on his face he yelled ‘Desh ke gaddaron ko...’and
smiled when the crowd responded with ‘goli maaro saalon ko’.
For those with limited Hindji, this translates as ‘traitors to this
country mustbe shot’. The ‘traitors’ meant Muslim protesters.
It was Muslim women protesters in Shaheen Bagh that were
targeted by Verma.

These were dangerous hate speeches. Hate speeches always
arebecause the message they send every time to the semi-literate
thugs who make up the violent hate mobs they inspire is that they
must go forth and attack the community that is being targeted.
Wehave seen too many incidents of this kind of violence happen
in recent years and it must be said that because of them, ethnic
hatred of one kind or another has become the norm.

There were communal tensions in those gentler, secular
decades aswell, but they never became the norm. The first time
I heard people spitting venom against Muslims in the drawing
rooms of Delhi was when L K Advani set off on that first ‘rath
yatra’ to Ayodhya. One of his companions on that chariot was
Narendra Modi and it was he who fulfilled the promise of build-
ing a magnificent temple on the ruins of the Babri Masjid.

Mission accomplished. Now it is time to stop talking about
traitors and infiltrators just as it is time for our security forces
and intelligence agencies to be better trained against jihadi ter-
rorism. When those responsible for an incident like the one that
happened in Pahalgam are killed in anonymity only after the
event, many continue to disbelieve that the real culprits of some
truly horrific hatred crime have been justly punished. Onerea-
son why the Prime Minister needed to send political delega-
tions to the capital cities of the world was because Operation
Sindoor did not get the support we expected to get from the in-
ternational community. After the 26/11 attack in Mumbai, the
world was on our side because there was proof in black and
white and on reams of videos from CCTV footage that showed
clearly who was responsible.

Terrorism on our sub-continent is nearly always inspired
by religious fanaticism, and thisis asbad as hate speech. From
many months of covering Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale’s cru-
sade from the Golden Temple, I can report that I witnessed
some of the hate speeches before some horrible crime was com-
mitted. Hate speech is always bad. When it is political leaders
who are responsible, it is irresponsible and unforgivable.

’S A pity no one’s talking about Drops
of God, the subtly cerebral and highly en-
tertaining Apple TV series centered

ound connoisseurs of wine. Expansive

inscope, thislushly shot dramamoves seam-
lessly between French, Japanese and Eng-
lish, encompassing the picturesque vine-
yards of Italy and the sleek architecture of
Tokyo. For anyone seeking a break from the
stressful present of war and scarcity, it’swon-
derful tobe transported to the dreamy world
of vintages, and the considerable charmsand
ritualsinvolved in appreciatingagood wine.
Drops of God begins with the death of an in-
fluential French wine critic who leaves be-
hind an 87,000-bottle cellar and a compli-
cated will. His estranged daughter is pitted
against his protege. Tostake aclaimtohises-
tate, they need to clear tests that range from
identifying obscure heritage wines, tofinding
clues from a mysterious painting,
Whetherthe discoveries and pleasures of
savouring alcohol are capable of deeper

Sip slow, savour life

meaning depends on our individual experi-
ences. Anyone who has, on occasion, given
in to the quiet manipulation of the senses
brought on by spirits knows the value of being
aroused to a relaxed state of convivial bon-
homie. And, if this most reliable social lubri-
cant, instead, brings on ameasure of contem-
plationinaccessible otherwise, that’sa pretty
good outcometoo. But Dropsof Godisnoode
tofrivolousboozing. Hovering between grav-
ity and mockery, it hides under its layered
storyline, ahighly civilised philosophy of the
grand human endeavour to lead a good life.
Itseemstosay, surviving the serious business
of living needs precious moments of levity;
so why not embrace a flight of imagination
and see the entire enterprise of wine making
and tastingthrough amildly intellectual and
rose-tinted lens?

During the pandemic, there was a start-
ling resurgence of interest in historical dra-
mas. People found solace amid the unfolding
crisis by losingthemselvesin lavish scenarios

R ARt

of palaces, ball gowns and dukedoms. Some-
how, a hark back to a genteel era, where no-
thingbad ostensibly happens, feels consoling
whenever there’s chaos. We read literature
and watch shows for many reasons: to find
ourselves, to see situations and lives we
couldn’t otherwise imagine and yes, occa-
sionally, to escape our current reality. Does
the kind of escape we choose matter?If, at a
particular junction, someone is nostalgic for
anidealised pastand asociety that strictly ad-
hered to conventional values, getting caught
up in what’s highbrow or lowbrow is point-
less. When hostility and strife abound in the
outer environment with no sign of abating,
being entertained wins out over chasing
superficial refinement.

In our imaginations, the world of wine
conjuresupimagesofhaughtysnobberyand
pretension. By centering Drops of God around
acontest, the protagonists feel deeply human,
struggling, like the rest of us figuring out work
futures and romantic possibilities. Scrubbed
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clean of the inherent artifice associated with
wine aficionados, the show makes a (roman-
tic) point by emphasising historical vintages
be damned, the real value of cracking open a
bottle is that it creates joy by bringing people
together. Ifthe powerful aroma of an old Bur-
gundy or the divine, earthly fragrance of a
fresh Chablis helps us connect with our fellow
travellers on earth, what’s left to say other
than, cheers?Itturns out, just watchingsome-
body sipping an organic Chianti in a magical
Tuscansettingtriggers the slow-down effect.
Our fast paced existence runstotally contrary
to the tenets of wine appreciation — mainly,
staying present while swirling, inhaling and
sipping. There’s no perfect formula for con-
sistent happiness, but the multi-sensory ex-
perience triggered by popping the cork, un-
leashes the very pleasant sensation of being
completely at ease, thinking, as the saying
goes, wine flieswhen you're having fun.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films


https://t.me/+pegW08Cwts0xMjc1
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGJOKH6oBd0F
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Despitetruce,
Israel strikes
Lebanon, kills 7

Bassem Mroue
Beirut, May 2

ISRAELIAIRSTRIKES on south-
ern Lebanon Kkilled at least
seven people and wounded
others on Saturday despite a
ceasefire between Israel and
Hezbollah, officials said.

Israel’s military on Saturday
issued a new warning for resi-
dents of nine southern villages
to evacuate. Israel and Leba-
non’s militant Hezbollah group
have kept up their attacks de-
spite a ceasefire in place since
April 17. Lebanon’s state-run
National News Agency re-
ported an airstrike on a car in
the village of Kfar Dajal killed
two people, while another hit a
homein the village of Lwaizeh,
killing three. Two others were
killed in a strike on the village
of Shoukin, it said.

Israel’s military Arabic-lan-
guage spokeswoman, Lt. Col.
Ella Waweya, posted on X that
the Israeli air force carried out
about 50 airstrikes over the past
24 hours targeting Hezbollah
infrastructure and members.

Hezbollah said that it at-
tacked with a drone Israeli
troops who gathered inside a
house in the coastal village of
Bayed. The Israeli army has
been attacking towns and vil-
lages near the Lebanese order.
The military says it destroys
buildings that were used as
outposts by the Iran-backed
group. AP

ANY KIND OF MONEY TRANSFER WON'T BE TOLERATED, U.S. AUTHORITIES HAVE WARNED

US warns shipping firms over

Sarah El Deeb & Adam Shreck
Beirut, May 2

THE UNITED Statesiswarning
shipping companies they could
face sanctions for making pay-
ments to Iran to safely pass
through the Strait of Hormuz.

The US Office of Foreign As-
sets Control alert posted Friday
adds pressure in the standoff
between the US and Iran over
control of the strait at the
mouth of the Persian Gulf,
where about a fifth of the
world's trade in oil and natural
gas typically passes.

Iran effectively closed the
strait by attacking and
threatening ships after the US
and Israel launched a war on
February 28. It later began of-
fering some ships safe passage
by detouring them through
routes closer toits shore, charg-
ing fees at times.

That “tollbooth” effort is the
focus of the US sanctions warn-
ing, which said payment de-
mands could include transfers
notonlyin cash butalso “digital
assets, offsets, informal swaps,
or other in-kind payments,” in-
cluding charitable donations
and payments at Iranian em-
bassies.

The US responded to Iran's
closure of the strait with a naval

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer makes a visit to the Golders
Green area, which is home to a large Jewish population. FILE/REUTERS

Starmer says there
could be new powers
to ban pro-Palestinian
agitationsin UK

Reuters
London, May 2

UK PRIME British Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer said the gov-
ernment could ban pro-Pales-
tinian marches in some
circumstances because of the
"cumulative effect" the demon-
strations had on the Jewish
community after two Jewish
men were stabbed in London
on Wednesday.

Starmer told the BBC that
he would always defend free-
dom of expression and peace-
ful protest, but chantslike "Glo-
balise the Intifada" during
demonstrations were "com-
pletely off limits" and those
voicing them should be pros-
ecuted.

Pro-Palestinian marches
have become a regular feature
in London since the October
2023 attackby Hamas on Israel
that triggered the Gaza war.

Critics say the demonstra-

tions have generated hostility
and become a focus for antise-
mitism.

Protesters have argued they
are exercising their democratic
right to spotlight ongoing
human rights and political is-
sues related to the situation in
Gaza.

Starmer said he was not
denying there were "very
strong legitimate views about
the Middle East, about Gaza",
but many people in the Jewish
community had told him they
were concerned about the re-
peat nature of the marches.

Asked if the tougher re-
sponse should focus on chants
and banners, or whether the
protests should be stopped al-
together, Starmer said: “I
think certainly the first, and I
think there are instances for the
latter.”

“I think it's time to look
acrosstheboard at protestsand
the cumulative effect,” he said.
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A woman walks past an anti-US billboard depicting US President Donald Trump and the Strait of
Hormuz, in Tehran on Saturday. ReuTers

blockade of Iranian ports on
April 13, preventing Iranian
tankers from leaving and de-
priving Tehran of oil revenue it
needs to shore up its ailing
economy.

The US Central Command
has said 45 commercial ships
have been told to turn around
since the blockade began.

US President Donald
Trump hasrejected Iran's latest
proposal to end the war.

"They want to make a deal,
I'm not satisfied with it, sowe'll
seewhat happens," Trump said
Friday. He didn't elaborate but
expressed frustration with
Iran's leadership, calling it
"very disjointed".

Iran's state-run IRNA news
agency said Tehran handed
over its plan to mediators in
Pakistan on Thursday night.

The shaky three-week
ceasefire between the US and

Iran appears to be holding,
though both countries have
traded accusations of viol-
ations.

Negotiations continued by
phone after Trump called off
his envoys' trip to Pakistan last
weekend, the president said.
Trump this week floated a new
plan toreopen the Strait of Hor-
muz. Iran on Saturday said it
hanged two men convicted of
spying for Israel. AP

PENTAGON ANNOUNCES WITHDRAWAL OF 5,000 TROOPS

US troop withdrawal should spur Europe,
says Germany; top Republicans worried

Reuters
Washington, May 2

A PLANNED drawdown of
5,000 US troops from Germany
should spur Europe to
strengthen its own defences,
German Defence Minister
Boris Pistorius said on Satur-
day, but two top US Republican
lawmakers expressed concern,
saying the troops should not
leave Europe.

The Pentagon announced
the drawdown from Germany,
its largest European base, on
Friday, asarift over the Iran war
and tariff tensions place further
strain on relations between the
US and Europe. As part of the
USdecision, aBiden-eraplanto
deploy aUS battalion with long-
range Tomahawk missiles to
Germany has also been dropped
- ablow to Berlin, which had
pushed forthe move asa power-
ful deterrent against Russia.

Republican  lawmakers
Senator Roger Wicker and Rep-
resentative Mike Rogers, the
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Servicemen at the US Air Force Base in Ramstein, Germany. REUTERS

chairs of the Senate and House
armed services committees, said
they were "very concerned."
They said the troops should not
be moved from Europe, but
moved east. "Prematurely re-
ducing America’s forward pres-
ence in Europe before those ca-
pabilities are fully realized risks
undermining deterrence and
sending the wrong signal to
Vladimir Putin," they said.
Pistorius said the partial
withdrawal was expected and

Citing data-sharing concerns,
Ghanarejects US health deal

Associated Press
Accra (Ghana), May 2

GHANA HAS rejected a pro-
posed health deal with the US
over concernsaboutdataprivacy
and is now seeking a new agree-
ment, an official said Friday. It
was the latest African country
towalk away from the deal over
similar concerns. The deal in-
cluded provisions that would

have allowed US entities access

toGhana's sensitive health data
without necessary safeguards,
accordingto Arnold Kavaarpuo,
executive director of Ghana's
Data Protection Commission.

A US State Department spo-
kesperson said, “We continueto
look for ways to strengthen the
bilateral partnership between
our two countries,” the spokes-
person added, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity to discuss
the matter.

would affect a current US pres-
ence of almost 40,000 soldiers
stationed in Germany.

“We Europeans must take on
more responsibility for our own
security,” Pistoriussaid, adding,
"Germany is on the right track"
by expanding its armed forces,
speeding up military procure-
ment and building infrastruc-
ture. US President Donald
Trump called for areduced mili-
tary presence in Germany as far
back as his first term and has re-

Reuters
Kyiv, May 2

RUSSIAN TROOPS areinching
towards the city of Kostianty-
nivka in Ukraine's eastern Do-
netskregion, trying to establish
afoothold close to aheavily de-
fended area, Ukraine's top
army official said on Saturday.

Kostiantynivka, along with
other cities, forms a so-called
fortress belt in the country's
east - an area well fortified by
the Ukrainian military.

paying Iran to transit the Strait

Iranian Nobel
laureate in hospital
as health worsens

il
Narges Mohammadi. A

Beirut: Iran’simprisoned Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Narges
Mohammadi hasbeen urgently
transferred from prison to a
hospital in northwestern Iran
after a “catastrophic deteriora-
tion” of her health, her founda-
tion said Friday.

The Narges Mohammadi
Foundation described the con-
dition of the rights lawyer as
“very high risk,” with fluctuat-
ing blood pressure and severe
nausea.

ButmedicalteamsinZanjan
have requested her medical rec-
ords before performing any
treatment, while recommend-
ing that she be transferred to
Tehran for treatment by herown
doctors, the foundation said. AP

EXPLAINED

Transatlantic
tensions

THE US wants its forcesin
Germany toreturn home
after the German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz questioned
US’sIran war strategy.
Berlin has quickly urged
Europe tobolster defences,
while US lawmakers warn
withdrawal weakens deter-
rence against Russia.

peatedly urged Europe to take
responsibility for its defence.
However, he stepped up the
threat earlier this week after
sparring with German Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz, who has
questioned Washington's exit
strategy in the Middle East.

The Pentagon said the troop
withdrawal was expected to be
completed in six to 12 months.

Firefighters arrive to the site of
afuel stationin Kharkiv on
Saturday. ap

"We are repelling the Rus-
sian occupiers' persistent at-
temptstogain afoothold inthe
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Japan’s PM Sanae Takaichi with her Vietnamese counterpart Le Minh
Hung during a welcoming ceremony in Hanoi on Saturday. REUTERS

VIETNAM

Japan, Vietnam seek deeper
ties amid geopolitical risks

JAPANESE PRIME Minister Sanae Takaichi pledged on Sat-
urday to deepen ties with Vietnam, highlighting energy
and critical minerals in talks with Prime Minister Le Minh
Hung, and later urged Southeast Asian nations to bolster
regional supply chains. The two leaders discussed ways to
deepenthe Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
established in 2023, focusing on energy, critical minerals,
artificial intelligence, semiconductors and space. "The two
sidesidentified economic security as a new priority area for
bilateral cooperation," Takaichitold reporters after the
meeting. Vietnam has been seeking support from Japan and
other countries for oil supplies as conflictin the Middle East

drives prices higher and disrupts supply chains.

UAE

Air trafficback
tonormal, say
authorities

THE UAE'S aviation author-
ity said air trafficin the
country hasreturned to
normal, the state news
agency reported on Satur-
day, after precautionary
measuresimplemented on
February 28 at the start of
the Iran war were lifted.
The decision followed a
comprehensive assessment
of operational and security
conditions in coordination
with relevant entities, the
General Civil Aviation
Authority added. REUTERS

REUTERS

AUSTRIA

Man arrested
in poisoned
baby food case

AUSTRIAN POLICE said on
Saturday they have arrested
a39-year-old suspectin con-
nectionwith a case inwhich
rat poison was placedinjars
of baby food in what their
German manufacturer
called an attempt to extort it.
Five “manipu-lated”jars of
the same kind of baby food
made by German brand
HiPP were safely recovered
last monthin Austria, the
CzechRepublicand
Slovakia, German police
said. REUTERS

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

BANGLADESH

PM starts flood
protection
infrain Sylhet

PM TARIQUE Rahmanon
Saturdayinitiated ariver-
front development project
alongthe SurmaRiverin
Bangladesh's Sylhet
district,accordingtoa
mediareport. The project
focuses on constructing
flood protection infrastruc-
ture and improving the
river banks through beau-
tification measures, state-
owned news agency Bangla-
desh Sangbad Sangsthan
(BSS) reported. PTI

outskirts of Kostiantynivka
using infiltration tactics.
Counter-sabotage measures
are going on in the city," Olek-
sandr Syrskyi, Ukraine's army
chief, said on the Telegram app.
AUKrainian battlefield map-
ping project called DeepState
shows Russian troops controlan
area around only one kilometre
from the city's southern out-
skirts. Small chunks of Kostian-
tynivka in the southeast are
marked asagrey zone, meaning
neither Ukraine nor Russia has

NEPAL

Govtdemolishes
2,000 illegal
structures

CONTINUING ITS demoli-
tion drive, the Nepal govern-
ment on Saturday razed
hundreds ofillegal
structures alongriverbanks
in parts of Kathmandu Val-
ley, while the opposition
urgedthe authoritiestobe
sensitive to the affected
people.Sofar,2,000
squatter settlements,
including concrete build-
ings, built on riverbanks,
public and government land
have been demolished. PTI

Russian troops move towards key Ukrainian city

full control over them.

Russia's defence ministry
said on Wednesday its forces
had taken control of Novodmy-
trivka, just north of Kostianty-
nivka. Moscow's top general
Valery Gerasimov said in April
that troops were advancing in
the north and south of the city.

Syrskyi said that Russian of-
fensive attempts had risen no-
ticeably in April. Since Monday,
Russian troops have carried out
83 assaults in this sector using
smallinfantry groups, he added.

e TURKMEN OFFICIALS FRAME THEIR COUNTRY'S ISOLATION AS A RESPONSE TO ITS CHALLENGING GEOGRAPHY, CITING THE NEED TO PROTECT IT FROM ISLAMIST MILITANTS AND DRUG SMUGGLING FROM AFGHANISTAN

Felix Light
Asghabat, May 2

FROM A brightly lit, open-plan
office Azat Seyitmuhammedov
runs an e-commerce startup,
Wabrum, that he founded al-
most a decade ago.

In Berlin or San Francisco,
this would be an everyday
scene, but here in the capital of
Turkmenistan, which is widely
seen as one of the world's most
isolated and secretive coun-
tries, his business appears
pretty ground-breaking.

“This may sound normal in
Europe or the United States,
but for Turkmenistan this is
new," said the 38-year-old
father of six. "E-commerce here

is still in its very early stages,
and we consider ourselves
pioneers.”

His company is part of a
flowering of savvy, well-con-
nected private businesses in
Turkmenistan, a largely desert
country in Central Asiaborder-
ing Iran and Afghanistan.

From an on-site warehouse,
Seyitmuhammedov’s couriers
fan out to customers acrossthe
former Soviet republic, deliver-
ing mostly Turkish-made
clothes and shoes.

Granted rare accessto Turk-
menistan, Reuters was recently
able to travel unescorted and to
report freely on a country
where technological innova-
tions such as e-commerce are

increasingly being embraced.
In politics, meanwhile, Presi-
dent Serdar Berdymukhame-
dov and his circle keep tight
control.

After independence from
Moscow in 1991, President Sa-
parmurat Niyazov — “Turk-
menbashi” or head of the
Turkmen - declared Turkmen-
istan “permanently neutral”
and shut its doors to most visi-
tors, adopting one of the
world's strictest visa regimes. It
remains largely in place two
decades after Niyazov's death.

Turkmen officials frame
their country'sisolationasare-
sponse to its challenging geog-
raphy, citing the need to protect
it from Islamist militants and

Social media influencer Enejan Velmuradova in Ashgabat. ReuTers

drug smuggling from neigh-
bouring Afghanistan.
Under Niyazov, an elab-

orate cult of personality grew

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

around the president, while the
capital city, Ashgabat, was re-
built as a marble showcase,
funded by Turkmenistan's

natural gasreserves, the world's
fourth-largest. Under subse-
quent presidents, the system
has largely remained un-
changed.

But since 2022, when Presi-
dent Serdar Berdymukhame-
dov took over from his father,
Gurbanguly Berdymukhame-
dov, there have been signs of a
modest thaw.

Turkmenistan, which state
statistics say has about 7.7 mil-
lion people, hassaid it wants to
simplify its visa regime, join the
World Trade Organization, and
diversify the largely state-run
economy. The new president
has strengthened Turkmenis-
tan’sdiplomatic ties, travelling
abroad more often than his pre-

decessors did. Some foreign di-
plomats in Ashgabat told
Reuters there is a sense of
change, albeit slow, driven by
generational changeinside the
ruling elite.

The international firms that
do operate here are mostly Tur-
kish. Linguistic affinity and a
large diaspora in Turkey also
mean that Turkish is widely
spoken by younger Turkmens.

But away from politics,
Turkmen society is changing,
nowhere faster than online,
though the country has a
relatively low rate of internet
usage. The internet in Turk-
menistan is slow and heavily
censored, which officials say is
necessary to counteract mili-

Once seen as reclusive, Turkmenlstan shows 81gns of cautiously opening up

tant Islamist ideas that have
spread online in other Central
Asian countries.

However, social media sites
such as TikTok, still blocked
but accessible via VPNs, have
gained popularity. Social media
influencer Enejan Velmura-
dovatook up Instagram in 2020
to promote her travel agency,
arranging holidays for wealth-
ier Turkmens in Europe and
Southeast Asia.

Velmuradova said she was
glad that her country was open-
ing up. "As a resident of Turk-
menistan, Iamalso very happy
that stereotypes are finally
being broken, (the idea) that
Turkmenistan is closed," she
said. REUTERS
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THE 100% LIMIT WILL ALSO APPLY TO INSURANCE INTERMEDIARIES

Centre notifies 100% foreign

investment lll lllSlll‘ ance scector

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, May 2

THE GOVERNMENT on Satutr-
day notified 100% foreign direct
investment (FDI) in the insur-
ance sector under the auto-
matic route, allowing greater
participation from global inves-
tors and eliminating the need
for an Indian joint venture
partner to do insurance busi-
nessin India.

Total foreign investment in
Indian insurance companies,
including by portfolio inves-
tors, is permitted up to100% of
the paid-up equity capital and
isallowed under the automatic
route, subject to approval and
verification by the Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (Irdai), as per
the gazette notification.

However, foreign invest-
mentin Life Insurance Corpor-
ation of India (LIC) will con-
tinue to remain capped at 20%
under the automatic route,
keeping the state-run insurer
under a separate framework.

“Foreign investment in LIC
shall be subject to compliance
with the provisions of the Life
Insurance Corporation Act,
1956 (310f1956), and such other
provisions of the Insurance Act,
1938 (4 0£1938), as are appli-
cable to LIC as per the provi-
sions of section 43 of the Life In-
surance Corporation Act, 1956
(310f1956),” the notification
said.

The policy amendment
aligns the foreign investment
framework with the Sabka
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Any increase in foreign shareholding must comply with pricing
guidelines prescribed by the RBl under FEMA regulations. FILE
Free Telegram Channel https://t.me/+pegW08CwtsOxMjcl

Bima Sabki Raksha (Amend-
ment of Insurance Laws) Act,
2025. Most provisions of the
law, except Section 25, were al-
ready in force from February S.

To ensure regulatory over-
sight and domestic control, in-
surance companies with for-
eign investment must appoint
at least one resident Indian
citizen as chairperson, manag-
ing director, or chief executive
officer. Any increase in foreign
shareholding must comply
with pricing guidelines pre-
scribed by the Reserve Bank of
Indiaunder FEMA regulations.

Entities such as banks oper-
ating as insurance intermedi-
aries will continue to follow for-
eign investment capsapplicable
totheir primary sector, provided
that more than 50% of their rev-
enue comes from non-insur-

ance activities. Further, major-
ity foreign-owned intermedi-
aries must be incorporated as li-
mited companies under the
Companies Act, 2013. The
100% limit will also apply toin-
surance intermediaries, includ-
ing brokers, reinsurance
brokers, corporate agents,
third-party administrators, sur-
veyors and loss assessors, ma-
naging general agents, and in-
surance repositories, subject to
IRDAI norms.

India had earlier opened full
foreign ownership ininsurance
intermediaries in 2020 and
allowed 20% FDI in LIC in 2022.

India’s pension sectorisalso
poised for a structural shift,
with the FDI limit also raised to
100%, in line with the insur-
ance sector. FDI limits in the
pension sector are statutorily

Join Free Whatsapp Channel https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGJOKH60BdOF

IMF paper: Digitalisation
reforms improved MSME
productivity in India

Press Trust of India
Washington, May 2

INDIA’'S DIGITALISATION
reforms in public administra-
tion have improved productiv-
ity in micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMESs) in states
that have embraced such
changes, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) saidin a
working paper.

The authors compared the
productivity of unincorporated
manufacturing firms in states
that have undertaken more digi-
talisation reforms with those
having fewer such changes in
public administration.

“We find that states that
undertake more public admin-
istration digitalisation experi-
ence higher productivity
growth and lower productivity
dispersion among firms,” econ-
omists Somnath Sharma and
Kenichi Ueda.

MSME:s contribute around
35% of manufacturing output
in India, employ around 110
million workers and contribute
about 45% of the overall ex-
ports from India.

Most MSMEs are not for-
mally registered as companies

under India's Companies Act of
1956 and only a few studies
have been done on the impact
of the business environment
reforms on these unincorpor-
ated enterprises.

The working paper said that
the business environment re-
forms undertaken in India be-
tween 2010-11and 2014-1Swere
mainly through digitalisation
of business-related public ad-
ministration.

It observed that the cost of
dealing with bureaucratic
hurdles is likely negligible for
big firms, but may be sizeable
for small firms.

“Thus, these reforms canbe
considered to helpimprovethe
productivities of firms, in par-
ticular, small-and micro-
manufacturing enterprises,”
the economists said.

However, the working
paper also found that microen-
terprises were unlikely tomove
or expand their businesses to
other states that underwent
more reforms.

“We can, thus, assume no
direct spillover effects across
different states, except for po-
tential arbitrageurs if prices
vary due to reforms,” it said.

e STRIKINGBALANCE

® Foreigninvestmentin Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC) will continue to
remain capped at 20%
under the automatic route

® To ensure regulatory oversight
and domestic control, insurance
companies with foreign invest-
ment must appoint at least one
resident Indian citizen as chair-
person, managing director, or
chief executive officer

® |ndia had earlier opened full
foreign ownership ininsurance
intermediariesin 2020 and
allowed 20% FDIin LICin 2022

linked to those in insurance;
the higher cap will automati-
cally extend to pension fund
management.

Parliament passed the
Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha
(Amendment of Insurance
Laws) Bill, 2025 in December,
raising the FDI limit in the in-
surance sector to 100% from
74%. Despite the earlier cap of
74%, foreign ownership has not
been fully utilised. Only four of
the19life insurance companies
have reached the 74% limit.

Recently, Germany’s Allianz
Group announced its reentry
intoIndian market with a50:50
joint venture with Jio Financial
Services to offer general and
health insurance solutions,
with plans to enter the life insur-
ance segment under a similar
partnership structure. FE

FDI eased for

foreign cos
withupto10%
Chinese stake

New Delhi: The Finance Minis-
try has notified a decision to
allow overseas companies with
Chinese shareholding of up to
10% toinvestin Indiaunder the
automatic route under FEMA,
according to a notification.

In March, the Union Cabi-
net approved amendments in
the press note (PN) 3 0f 2020 of
the DPIIT.

As per the amendments,
foreign companies having a
Chinese/Hong Kong share-
holding of up to 10% will be eli-
gibletoinvestin Indiain sectors
where FDI is permitted under
the automatic route subject to
sectoral conditions.

However, these relaxed FDI
rules will not apply to entities
registered in China or Hong
Kongor other countries sharing
land borders with India.

Earlier, foreign firms with
shareholders from these land
border nations owning even a
single share had to seek man-
datory approval to invest in
India in any sector. Now, these
restrictions will apply only to
beneficial owners. The Depart-
ment for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT)
notified it in March through a
press note 2 (2026 series). PTI

RBI Governor Malhotra flags
rising global economic risks

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, May 2

RESERVE BANK of India (RBI)
Governor Sanjay Malhotra has
flagged rising global economic
risks, warning that geo
economic fragmentation is re-
shaping supply chains and dis-
rupting global capital and fi-
nancial flows.

“Geo-economic fragmenta-
tion caused by tariffs, trade re-
strictions, and industrial pol-
icies are reshaping not only
global supply chains, they are
also affecting the free move-
ment of capital and led to frag-
mentation of financial flows,”
he said.

Addressing the FIMMDA-
PDAI Annual Conference in
Amsterdam on Friday, Mal-
hotra cautioned that stretched
valuations in certain asset
classes —particularly equities,
including some technology
stocks— could have spillover
effects across markets and re-
gions. Malhotra also identified
artificial intelligence as a key
source of uncertainty, noting
that while it promises produc-
tivity gains, concerns persist
over the viability of some busi-

' nessmodels, the pace and scale

of efficiency improvements,
and potential job impacts.

He further highlighted the
rapid growth of private credit
markets as a source of opacity
and systemic risk due to in-
creasing linkages with regu-
lated financial sectors.

Pointing to macroeconomic
vulnerabilities, the governor
warned that elevated public
debtlevelsin major economies
remain a concern, as continued
fiscal expansion has hindered
areturn to post-pandemic con-
solidation paths.

Atthe sametime, rising geo-
political tensions are driving
higher defence spending, a
shift he said could pose signifi-
cant challenges to long-term
fiscal sustainability.

He said the country’s exter-
nal sector position remains re-
silient, with foreign exchange
reserves assessed as “comfort-
able,” providing an import
cover of about 11 months.

Malhotra said the current
account deficit (CAD) remains
within sustainable levels,
though elevated global energy
prices could exert upward
pressure. However, recently
concluded trade agreements
are expected to partly offset this

impact, he said. On the capital
account, Malhotra highlighted
encouraging trends in gross for-
eign direct investment (FDI),
projecting continued robust-
ness amid a surge in greenfield
investment announcements,
particularly in the finance and
technology sectors.

“With recent correction in
financial asset valuations, we
expect repatriations to moder-
ate, improving the net capital
account position going for-
ward,” he said.

“India’s strong macro-econ-
omic and macro-financial fun-
damentals remain strong, sup-
ported by continued focus on
policy certainty, price stability,
financial stability, and thrust
on reforms, ease of doing busi-
ness and inclusive growth,”
Malhotra said.

Growth impulses in the In-
dian economy have remained
robust, he said. Domestic de-
mand continues to be sup-
ported by strong consumption
and public investment. The
government’s emphasis on
capital expenditure has helped
crowd-in private investment
and improve productive capac-
ity. FULLREPORTON
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e DISPARITIES IN JOB OPPORTUNITIES & WAGES FOR INDIA'S YOUTH COULD ENDANGER THE DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND

India’s two youths: From unemployed graduates to credit score chasers

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, May 2

“YOUR SALARY is the goal!”
said one comment on a Reddit
post complaining that even a
net salary of almost Rs 6 lakh
per month and a CIBIL score of
over 800 was not enough to get
a premium credit card.

“Bro, atthatsalaryIwouldn’t
worry about getting any card,”
said another Redditor.

Such posters are amongthe
183 million Indians who self-
monitor their credit scores, ac-
cordingto credit bureau Trans-
Union CIBIL.

Leading the charge are the
Gen Zand millennials, making
up 77% of the monitoring base.
But keeping an eye on your
creditworthinessisjust the first
step to spending more, with
gold, two-wheeler, and other
consumptionloansall seeinga
pick-up within three months of
credit score monitoring,.

Those under the age of 35
also make up more than half of

all first-time borrowers, said
Bhavesh Jain, Managing Direc-
tor and Chief Executive Officer
of TransUnion CIBIL.

Demand disparities

The Indian Gen Z has
emerged as “one of the mostin-
fluential drivers of demand”,
with global staffing firm Gi
Group Holdingestimating that
three out of every four persons
in this class relying on EMIs or
buy-now-pay-later schemes to
buy consumer durable goods.

The use of financing, per Gi
Group, hasled toIndian house-
holds now spending an average
of Rs 1.43 lakh every year on
consumer durables.

Attheotherend of the spec-
trum are the millions of grad-
uates who can’t even find jobs,
with Azim Premji University’s
State of Working India 2026 re-
port revealing in March that
less than 7% of male Indian
graduates manage to find a per-
manent salaried job within a
year. As a result, as many as 11
million out of 63 million grad-

India may have only 10-15 years before the demographic shift
towards an ageing population takes place. FiLe

uates in the 20-29 years age
bracket were unemployed in
2023. In a sign of how difficult
it is to get a job out of college,
student and fresher hiring plat-
form Unstop’s 2026 Talent Re-
port found that 85% of engin-

eering and 74% of business
school graduates in the 2026
graduating class remain un-
placed. This, it said, pointed to
a “structural gap that goes
beyond just market condi-
tions™.

epaper.indfanexpres&.eum-- .

Market conditions in India
have indeed changed for new
graduates.

AccordingtoSanketh Chen-
gappa, Director and Business
Head of Professional Staffing at
Adecco India, the 2014-2019 IT-
driven campus hiring boom
may have stabilised after the
pandemic, but with a difference:
companies have moved on from
volume-led hiring to
skills-filtered hiring, with
the focus now on special-
ised, tech-enabled func-
tions. With demand for
cloud, Al cybersecurity,
and data engineering roles ris-
ing, the financial services sector
too has moved away from bulk
back-office rolesand is hiring for
analytics, digital banking, and
risk functions, Chengappa said.

These are not positive signs
for the overall Indian labour
market, which is already grap-
pling with immense inequal-
ities that recently boiled over
and led to workers’ protests
across the country, especially in
manufacturing hubs.

| O

LPG TANKER SARV SHAKTI CROSSES STRAIT OF HORMUZ

After a2-weeklull,an LPG
carrier heads to India

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, May 2

A LIQUEFIED petroleum gas
(LPG) tanker, Sarv Shakti,
broadcasting India as its desti-
nation, crossed Strait of Hor-
muz on Saturday, according to
ship tracking data.

The LPG carrier is the first
major India-bound energy
tanker to successfully transit
the Strait of Hormuz after a
two-week dry spell.

Crude oil tanker Desh
Garima had crossed the Strait
on April 18 after Iran had an-
nounced free passage through
the strait, only to announce its
closure again shortly after.

Two Indian vessels had also
come under Iranian fire on the
same day, forcing them and
otherIndia-bound vesselstore-
turn to the Persian Gulf.

This incident, and subse-
quent similar ones with Iran
and the US running their own
blockadesin the region, further
hit already constrained vessel
movements through the strait.

As per vessel tracking data,
the Marshall Islands-flagged
Sarv Shakti, estimated to be
carrying about 45,000 tonnes
of LPG, had crossed over to the
east of the strait and into the
Gulf of Oman as of Saturday
evening. Earlier during the day,
it had stopped transmitting its
location for a couple of hours.

This act is called “going
dark” in shipping parlance, and
is usually done by vessels in a
bid to avoid detection.

While the tanker itself is
carrying half a day’s worth of
India’s pre-West Asia war LPG
consumption, its transit
springs hope for more energy
supplies making their way to
India in the coming days.

So far, 10 India-flagged

Centreappoints
Rohit Jainas RBI
Deputy Governor

New Delhi: The government
has appointed Rohit Jain as
Deputy Governor of the Re-
serve Bank of India for a three-
year term. Jain is replacing T
Rabi Sankar, whose extended
tenure ended on Saturday.

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet has ap-
proved his appointment for a
period of three years from the
date of joining the post on or
after May 3, sources said on Sat-
urday. Jain is currently Execu-
tive Director at the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI). According
tothe RBI Act, 1934, the central
bank should have four deputy
governors,” two from within
the ranks, one commercial
banker and an economist to
head the monetary policy de-
partment.

The other three deputy gov-
ernors are Swaminathan J,
Poonam Gupta and S C
Murmu. Rabi Sankar was first
appointed Deputy Governorin
September 2021 for three years
and was given a one-year ex-
tension in 2024. PTI

Wage, skills gap

According to the govern-
ment’slatest Annual Survey for
Industries, the average annual
salary for workers in India in
2023-24 was Rs 2.2 lakh, less
than a fifth of the Rs 14.11akh
being made by supervisory and
managerial staff.

Of course, experience does
count when it comes to
the paycheck. But pay
disparities are increas-
ing even at the top-end
of entry-level white-col-
lar jobs, thanks to the
emergence of AL “Salary
growth in traditional IT ser-
vices roles has remained
relatively flat in recent years,
while AI, data science, and
cloud roles command a pre-
mium of Rs 5 lakh-Rs 10 lakh
per year over standard entry-
level roles. This has led to a bi-
furcated compensation struc-
ture, where high-demand
digital skills drive outsized sal-
ary growth, while generic roles
see slower increases,” Chen-

Sarv Shakti, carrying about 45,000 tonnes of LPG, was on the
verge of transiting to the east of the strait on Saturday. REUTERS

energy tankers—nine LPG car-
riers and one crude oil tanker—
have crossed the Strait of Hor-
muz since early March.
Additionally, a few foreign-
flagged energy tankers had also
arrived from the Persian Gulf
after crossing the strait.

These transits took place
every few days, but were badly
hit after the April 18 incidentin
which Indian vessels were fired
upon by Iranian forces.

There are now 14 Indian
ships stuck in the Persian Gulf;
several other foreign vessels
that are bound for India are also
stuckin the region.

Tanker took Iran-
prescribed route

Data from ship trackingand
maritime intelligence firm
MarineTraffic shows that Sarv
Shakti sailed close to Iran’s
Larakisland, takingaroute that
hasbeen prescribed by Tehran
for transiting the chokepoint,
where vessel movements have
reduced to a trickle amid the
west Asia war.

The LPG tanker was broad-
casting that it was headed to

* BRIEFLY

India and had Indian crew on
board. Such identity broadcasts
have become a standard of
sorts among vessels crossing
the strait in coordination with
Iranian authorities, which are
regulating vessel movements.
Thetankerisestimated to have
entered the Persian Gulfin Feb-
ruary, where it had been
stranded since the beginning of
the West Asia war on February
28. Global shipping databases
list Dubai-based Foresight
Group Services as the tanker’s
commercial manager.

The closure of the strait has
hit energy supplies to India,
which depends on imports to
meet abulk ofitsenergy needs.
Around 40% of India’s crude oil
imports, over 50% of its LNG
imports, and a whopping 90%
of its LPG imports came from
West Asia through the strait,
making the chokepoint par-
ticularly critical for India’s LPG
supplies. That’s the reason why
India has prioritised the move-
ment of its LPG tankers over its
other vessels through the strait.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Thyssenkrupp,
Jindal call off
steel sale talks

Frankfurt: Thyssenkrupp
has paused talks with Jin-
dal Steel International
about a possible sale of the
German industrial group’s
steel unit, it said on Satur-
day, marking a setback for
CEO Miguel Lopez’s
restructuring efforts. Lopez
has made major progress in
recent years with turning
Thyssenkrupp into a hold-
ing company, most notably
by separately listing its
hydrogen and warship
divisions, butlong-stand-
ing plans to divest the vol-
atile steel business have
proved more difficult to
achieve. While the
companies did not provide
areason for why talks had
ended, Lopezsaidin the
statement that prospects
for the steel business were
“better than they have
beeninalongtime”, citing
improved conditions across
the continent. REUTERS

gappa said. These disparities
matter because today’s youth
shoulder the uneasy burden of
driving the economy forward
with their demographic divi-
dend. And they, more than pre-
vious generations, must have
theskillsto respond to arapidly
changing work environment,
according to new research by
JustJobs Network and JPMor-
ganChase. Why? Because to-
day’s youth will change occu-
pations “multiple timesin their
lifetimes”. As such, their skills
need to be transferable.

The demographic
dividend window

A high growth rate can, for
some time, hide the failure to
create a sufficient number of
jobs or impart requisite skills.

But India currently has
around 400 million people in
the15-29 years age bracket. And
when these youngsters grow
old, it will be a social and finan-
cial burden unlike any other.
Even China, which grew at an
unprecedented pace for the

Kotak Mahindra
Bank profitrises
10%in Q4FY26

Mumbai: Kotak Mahindra
Bank on Saturday reporteda
10%rise in consolidated net
profittoRs 5,423 crore for the
fourth quarter 0of2025-26, on
the back oflower provisions
and better netinterest
income. In the year-ago
period, the profit stood atRs
4,933 crore.Onastandalone
basis, it reported a13% year-
on-yearrise in net profit to
Rs 4,027 crore. Core netin-
terestincome of the bank
increased 8% toRs 7,876
crore fromRs 7,284 crorea
year ago. Net interest margin
(NIM) improved to 4.67%
from 4.54% in the December
quarter. Devang Gheewalla,
group chief financial officer
ofthebank expects margins
toremain rangebound
going ahead. “It (NIM) will
berange-bound. It will not
be assharp asthe current
year, but willbe more grad-
ualinthe nextyear,” Ghee-
wallasaid. PTI

better part of three decades, is
now feeling the heat, with youth
unemploymentas high as16.9%
in March.

And with a rising number of
Chinese workers having taken
up gig work — despite its non-
existent social security and lack
of stability — the future with
more and more Al in it does not
bode well for the labour market.
In India, the case is not dissimi-
lar, but with akey difference: the
population is growing; China’s
shrunkby morethan3millionin
2025. The need for meaningful
employment and the gap be-
tween the demand for jobs and
their availability are not new. But
“considering that India has a
rather short time-frame of about
10 to 15 years to leverage its dis-
tinctive youth bulge before the
demographic shift towards an
ageing population takes place,
policymakers must urgentlyim-
plement sufficient measures to
address this pressing issue,”
think-tank People Research on
India’s Consumer Economy
warned last year.


https://t.me/+pegW08Cwts0xMjc1
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGJOKH6oBd0F
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

oee Section 82 Cr.P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Harjeet Singh Maan, Rfo: 54 (3rd Floor), Chand Magar, Mear
Gurudwara Shri Singh Sabha, Khayala, New Delhi-110018 has
committed {or is suspected to have committed) the offence in Cr. case
No. 7362/2021, Uls 138 NI Act, P.5.; Pahar Ganj, New Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Harjeet Singh Maan cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my safisfaction that the said accused Harjeet Singh Maan has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the sad
warrant).
Prociamation is hereby made that the said Harjeet Singh Maan accused
of Cr, case No, 7362/2021, Uls 138 Nl Act, P.5.; Pahar Ganj, New Delhi
is requirad to appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or
before 02.06.2026.

By Order
Aradhana
DPI5TBIICDI2026 Judicial Magistrate First Class (NI Act) -09
(Court Matter) Room No. 208, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 BNSS

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Arjun @ Gopu S/o Rajender R/o C-101, Lal
Bagh, Azadpur, Adarsh Nagar, Delhi has committed (oris
suspected to have committed) the offence in case
registered vide FIR No. 52/2025 U/S 304(2)/3(5) BNSS,
PS Civil Lines, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant
of arrest there upon issued that the said accused Arjun @
Gopu can not be found and whereas it has been shown to
my satisfaction that the said Arjun @ Gopu has absconded
{or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Arjun @
Gopu of FIR No. 52/2025 U/S 304(2)/3(5) BNSS, PS Civil
Lines, Delhi is required to appear before this court {or
before me) to answer the complaint on or before the day of
12.06.2026 E':Ill DF{IET,

Sh. Kartik Taparia
Judicial Magistrate First Class- 06
Central District, Room No. 247

DP/5317/N,/2026(Court Matter) Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Mamta, Rfo: H. No. 62, Gandhi Sadan Mandir Marg, New Delhi-
110001 has commitied (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in case CC No. 12803/19, Uls 138 NI Act, P.5.: Darya
Ganj, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused Mamta cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said accused Mamta has absconded (or is concealing herself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Mamta accused of |

offence in case CC No. 12803/19, Uls 138 Nl Act, P.S.: Darya Ganj,

Delhi and is required to appear before this Court to answer the
said complaint on or before 30.06.2026.

By Order

Ms. Urvi Gupta

Judicial Magistrate First Class (NI Act-01), Central

DPS60TICDI 203G
(Caurt Matier)

Room Nao. 201, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi |

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr, P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Person{s) Maveen Talwar S/o Khem Singh, Rio: C-82/4
Gali No.7 Mohan pur Maujpur Jafarbad North East Delhi,
has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in FIR No. 149/23, U/s: 498A/406/34 IPC, P5: GTB
Enclave, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused person(s)
Naveen Talwar cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown lo my satisfaction that the said accused person(s)
Naveen Talwar has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that the said accused person {s) Naveen Talwar of FIR
No. 149/23, U/s: 498A/406/34 IPC, PS: GTB Enclave,
Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the

said complaint on or before 07.08.2026 By Order
Shipra Dhankar

Judicial Magistrate First Class, Mahila Court
FRoom Mo. 55 Secound floor Shahdara District
Karkardooma Court, New Delhi

DP/5aT4/SHD/2026
[Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 84 BNSS

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Rijvan S/o Mehraj R/o House No. C-80/4, Gali
No-11/7, Chauhan Bangar, Zafrabad, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in case registered vide FIR No. 310/2018 U/S 25
Arms Act, P5 Welcome, Delhi and it has been returned
to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said
accused Rijvan can not be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said Rijvan has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Rijvan
of FIR No. 310/2018 U/S 25 Arms Act, PS Welcome,
Delhi is required to appear before this court (or before
me) to answer the complaint on or before the day of
03.06.2026 By Order,
Ms. Deepakshi Rana
Judicial Magistrate First Class- 03
Room No. 19, First Floor, Shahdara District
DP/5381/NE/2026(Court Matter) Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 Bhartiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
person Namely Sonu @ Sonty Sfo Raju Rio H. No. -333 Phasa-1V

Sector-26 Rohini Delhi has committed {or is suspected to have |

committed) the offence in case FIR No. 4203219 U/S 379/411/34
IPC PS: Shahbad Dairy Delhi, and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Sonu @
Sonty cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Sonu @ Sonty has absconded
(oris concealing himselfto avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Sonu @ Sonty accused

of FIR No. 42032/19 WIS 379/411/34 IPC PS: Shahbad Dairy |

Delhi, is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 04.06.2026.

By Order
Ms. Bharti Beniwal |

DP/S797/ON/2026
(Court Matter)

JMFC-05, Room No. 114 |
Rohini Courts, New Delhi |

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Seclion 84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Amit S/o Dharmender, Rfo H.No. D-Block,
Jagdamba Market, Sultanpuri, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
625/2024, U/S 304(2)/3(5) Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita at P.S.
Paschim Vihar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrants
of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Amit cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused Amit have absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation
i hereby made that the said accused Amit, FIR No. 625/2024,
/S 304(2)/3(5) Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita of P.S. Paschim
Vihar, Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer

the said complaint on or before 08.06.2026. By order

Mcoksha Bains
Judicial Magistrate First Class-11 (West)
Room No. 31,

DP/5728/0D/2026 Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

See Section 82(2) (ii) Cr. P.C.J84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
Whereas a complaint has been made before me that
accused person namely Raju S/o Brijpal Rlo Vill. Tiglapur,
PS5: Musa Bazar, Distt: Badau, UP, have committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence under FIR No.
758/2021 U/s 33 DE. Act., has been registered at P.5.
Bawana, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the said, Raju cannol be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said, Raju has absconded (or is concealing himseif
to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Raju
of under FIR No. 758/2021 Uls 33 DE. Act., Registerd P.S.
Bawana, Delhi is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complaint on or before 04.06.2026.

By Order

Sh. Sarthak Panwar

Ld. MM-05, Room No. 114
Rohini Court, Delhi

DPISTEEION/Z026
(Court Notice)

(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused -

person Mamely Deepak Aryan Sflo Chandrika Prasad Rio H. No.

Z7A, Amar Colony, PH-Il, Kamruddin Magar, Nangloi, Delhi, has |
committed (oris suspected to have committed) the offence incase |

FIR No.53/2020 U/s 33/38 Delhi Ex. Act PS: Nihal Vihar, Delhi,
and it has been returned to a warrant of amest thereupon issued
that the said accused Deepak Aryan cannol be found and
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*YOUR WEEKAHEAD

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Travel if possible or make travel
plans. Though your travel plans might be interrupted
today. Thisis also an excellent day to study, learn or make
proposals related to higher education. You have ideas. This
Week: You’re in the game.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Today is an excellent day to
make long-term, practical plans related to taxes, debt and
shared property. It's also an excellent time to fine-tune is-
sues related to wills and inheritances. This Week: Speak up.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Listen to the advice of some-
one older today; it might be helpful. A discussion with
someone “different” might change your views about some-
thing related to politics, religion or racial issues. This Week:
Romance and loving relationships.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Your work routine will be
interrupted. Give yourself extra time so you have wiggle
room to deal with the unexpected. Discussions about your
property and inheritances might be intense. Someone in
authority will support your views. This Week: Relax.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Thisis a playful day, butimpor-
tantissues might come up for discussion. Afriend or a
member of a group might surprise you. Controversial
matters might come to a head. You make a great impres-
sion on everyone. This Week: Friendly romance. Travel.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Your home routine might be in-
terrupted today. A minor breakage could occur. Someone
unexpected might appear at your door. Financial dis-
cussions related to shared property and inheritances are
intense. Be careful. This Week: Flirtations and adventure.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): This is amildly accident-prone
day for you. Discussions with others might be serious. You
might have to explain yourself or you might demand an ex-
planation from someone else. This Week: Travel and learn.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 - NOV 23): Keep an eye on your pos-
sessions today because something unexpected could cre-
ate theft or damage. It is a good day for financial planning.
You might introduce improvements either to your job or
health. This Week: Work-related romance.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Today, someone will
surprise you by saying or doing something you least ex-
pect. Whatever happens, you will express yourself with
purpose. A mystery might be solved today. This Week: A
winning, fun-loving week.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Something behind the
scenes might yield some surprises. This is a playful, social
day. Look for ways to enjoy the company of others. Pet
owners should be extra vigilant to avoid mishaps. This
Week: Vacation flirtations and work-related romance.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): A discussion with a friend
or amember of a group will be intense today. Someone
might surprise you with a curveball. You're in a sociable
mood; however, your primary focus is on home and family.
This Week: Relax at home and entertain.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Tread carefully today, be-
cause parents, bosses and authority figures might do
something that catches you off guard. People will notice
you today. Respect your moneymaking ideas. This Week:
Exciting new acquaintances.

WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

[Commercial Branch)

Mo CIEPLIPNUINDPMIE-Auction/2026-01 Dhanler: 3002026
President of India, through Sr Divisional Commercial Managsr Weast Cantral
Raitway Bhopal Divieion, has invited E-Auction for awarding contracts of pay and ussa
toilets. Catalegues are availsble on IRERFS Portal (wew ireps.govin) Details of
catalegues are as fallows,

Sr.| Catalogue | Typeof | i Contract | Date and time of

Mo.| Number | Confract| Lok Mo,/ Eiks Ho, Period | close of e-auction

01 | C-BPL-PNU- | Pay& | PnU-BPL-NDPM-Tok25 3 Years 15-046-2026
MEEM | Lae | 26-1 (Pey end use Tollets) | (1096 day) 12,30

All ather detaits, Standard Conditlon of Contract and Special Condition of Contract
are availatds on www, raps. gosin, Paricipants can visil e portal for dedails. in
For Divigional Ralbway Managen|C] West Central Rallway, Bhopal 2

Any Food Related Complalint, Pleasa Call Toll Fres Helpline 1800111321 §§

Office of the Executive Engineer,
Gandhinagara Division, 2nd Floor, BBMP Complex,
Dhanavantn Road, Bengaluru - 560009,

BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION
ey,

"

No: EE/GNRTEND/KPPP/001/2026-27  Date: 02-05-2026

Sub: Postponement of Tender.

Ref.: 1) Tender Notification No: EE/GNRTEND/KPPP/001/
2026-27, Dated: 04-04-2026.

Due to Technical reasons the above Tender has been

Postponed.

Revised Calendar of Events: 1) Last Date and Time for

Receipt of Tenders is 13-05-2026 upto 4.00 PM. 2) Dale of

Opening of Tender: 15-05-2026 at 12.30 PM. All other

conditions remain same. Sd/- Executive Engineer

Gandhinagar Division, BCCC.

GOVERNMENTOF(U.T) JAMMU & KASHMIR
_"l Office Of The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti } Gi
(PHE) Deptt. Ground Water Division Srinagar
Baghi-Ali-Mardan, Nowshara Srinagar
E-mail:- suresh0S.gupta@jk.gov.in | Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

Extension Notice ™

Subject: Construction of 329 No. of 125 mm dia Machine Drilled Hand Pump
Wells in 47 Constituencies of Kashmir Province.
Reference: This office Fresh e.NIT No: 08/JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech. 2026-27, issued vide
endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/613-22, dated: 24-04-2026
bearing Tender ID No: 2026_PHE 308667_1.

Due to “Administrative Reasons” for the above mentioned work advertised vide
e-NIT No. and Tender ID No under reference. Which was scheduled to be downloaded
till 01-05-2026 Up-to 03:00 PM are extended as per the details given below: -

- Item Fresh Date

No.
1. Last date & Time of submission of bids 05-05-2026 Up-to 02:00 PM
2. Date & Time of opening of tenders 06-05-2026 11.00 AM

NOTE:- All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in
the aforesaid e-NIT issued vide above referred endstt: nos.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
Ground Water Division, Srinagar.

(On behalf of) Chief Engineer,
Kashmir Jal Shakti (PHE)
Department, Srinagar.

No: -JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/854-63,
Dated: 30-04-2026
DIPK-974/26 - DATE 02 MAY 2026

whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused |
Deepak Aryan has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid |

the service of the said warrant ).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Deepak Aryan accused

of ted (or is suspected 1o have committed) the offence in case |

FIR No. 53/2020 U/s 33/38 Delhi Ex. Act PS: Nihal Vihar,

Delhi, is required to appear before this Court o answer the said |

complainton or before 27.07.2026.

By Order |
Ms. Komal Garg |

DP/5701/0D/2026

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

JMFC-03, Room No.292 |
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi|

"IMPORTANT"”

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

-ti- r.,_ A
, ; | \
AN
j— = O A= ~_9

CONSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE LANCE NAIK

SUNIL SATISH NIHAL SINGH KRISHAN

STANLEY KUMAR 05.05.1969 KUMAR

04.01.1972 - 10.08.1968 - —03.05.1993 16.08.1968 —

03.05.1993 03.05.1993 03.05.1993

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawans Constable Sunil Stanley, Constable Satish Kumar,
Constable Nihal Singh and Lance Naik Krishan Kumar on their Balidan
Diwas. On this day, they sustained fatal injuries in a Land Mine blast
near Kulgam area, J&K and made supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.

SUB Director General and all Ranks of
"IH INSPECTOR |Border Security Force remember its
L KAMAL SINGH |gallant Subordir}ate offi.cer .Sub
.E: 1| 20.05.1951 — In.spector Kamal Singh on h1:s Balidan
i ﬂ! 03.05.2001 D1was.' Qn'th1s dgy, .he tsusteuged fat?ll
1 bullet injuries while fighting militants in
— Baramulla, J&K and made supreme

sacrifice in the line of duty.
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Veer Balidani Head Veer Balidani
Constable Deepak Constable/Bugler
Chandra Deka Radha Kishan
94 BN 94 BN
01-02-1971 To 11-01-1982 To
03-05-2011 03-05-2011

Veer Balidani
Head Constable
Satyabir Singh

Veer Balidani
Sub Inspector
Pratap Singh

133 BN 133 BN
10-12-1960 To 02-05-1966 To
03-05-2011 03-05-2011

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani

Constable Head Constable
Gajender Singh Devanand Singh
133 BN 133 BN
04-08-1972 To 25-06-1971 To
03-05-2011 03-05-2011

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to Six valiant troopers
of 94 and 133 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice after being
grievously injured while gallantly countering an ambush accompanied
by a series of IEDs explosion in the forest area of Lohardaga district,
Jharkhand on 3 May 2011. #CRPF salutes the bravehearts and pledges
never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

ASSAM RIFLES

RIFLEMAN
BISWA
SONOWAL

RIFLEMAN
MANJEET
SINGH

RIFLEMAN
SAJEEEVAN S

RIFLEMAN RIFLEMAN RIFLEMAN RIFLEMAN
JAMES DEB JERUSALEM TANIK LAL LUNMINLAL
BARMA THARA PATEL HAOKIP

The Tagra Teyees family proudly remembers our Bravehearts who in
the true traditions of the Assam Rifles made supreme sacrifice while
bravely combating terrorists in Changsha, Mon District (Nagaland) on
03 May 2015. May the Almighty grant eternal peace to their soul. Their
gallant action will continue to inspire us all.
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY COMMANDANT & ALL RANKS
23 ASSAM RIFLES ‘TAGRA TEYEES’
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NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Ho. JHSICommercialle-Auction/ 25178

E-Auction Notice

On Behall of The Presldent Of India, The Divisional Railway Manager,
(Commerclal) Jhansi invites é-auctionas per calegorles as under;-

Cate ; 30.04. 2026

Category | Advertisement | Catalogue No. : JHS-NFR-MISC-55

UP Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Ltd.

Anpara Sonebhadra

E-Tender Notice

Asset Defails : E-AUCTION FOR CONTRACT UNDER : 1. Creation. operation
and maintenance of FOOD VAN serving (24x7) in Ghosipura, Ghosipura-
Muotijnesl Section, Milavali Railway Station & Betwa Club Tiraha Jhansi, 2. E-
auction for to Install and operate of the Static General outlel a1 LAR & BNDA
railway station. 3. Conflract for selup, oparate and manage a budgel hotal in ha
existing old railway hostel, locatad near the Hampoo Baothi reservation office,
Gwalior, 4. confract for installation, maintenance, operation and managament of
exclusive brand showroom: with sales kioskipremium stall {phase-4) at baba
dnam near chitra cnauraha |hans,

Tender Notice and scope of work

1. E-Tender Notice no:- GEM/2026/B/7476529, "Dismantling/
Removal and installation Gear box (KMP 3007 of Bowl Mill
(XRP-1003) of Unit 6 and 7, 2X500 MW.,'D)' TPS, Anpara.” EMD
Rs. 1650000, Last date of tender: 12.05.2026( 16:30 Hr).

Auction 3tart ; 18.05.2026 at 14:00 hrs. I Auction End : 18.05.2026 at 15:40 hrs.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF AGCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
person Namely Neeraj Slo Lakhvinder Rfo Mohan Dass Ka
Makaan lind, Floor Gali No. 05, Mohan Garden Sainik Enclave
Mangloi Mundka Delhi has committed {or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No. 02/2022 U/s 188
IPC/33/38 Delhi Excise Act184/185MV Act PS: Mundka Delhi,
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused Neeraj cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Neeraj has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Neeraj accused of ted
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
02/2022 U/s 188 IPC/33/38 Delhi Excise Act/184/185MV Act
P3: Mundka Delhi, s required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 07.07.2026.

By Order

Sh. Gaurav Singal
Ld. JMFC-06 Room No.355
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/5653/0D/2026
(Court Matter)

MNote : Prospective are requested to visit e<Auction Leasing module on IREPS
websile [www.lreps.gov.in), The Lol-wise details are avallable therein upder the

above mentioned Catalogue Mumber, 962128 (C)
7 CPRONCR

m Morth central railways & www.nerindianrailways.gov.in

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr.PC/84 Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Roshan Lal @ Punjabi, S/o Foola Ram R/o B-2/8, Lal
Flats, Vijay Vihar, Phase-ll, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR
No.778/18 u/s 25/54/59 Arms Act, P.5. Vijay Vihar, Delhi
and it has been returned lo a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused Roshan Lal @ Punjabi cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused Roshan Lal @ Punjabi has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of

the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Roshan
Lal @ Punjabi of FIR No.778/18 ufs 25/54/59 Arms Act,
P.S. Vijay Vihar, Delhi is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 30.06.2026.

By Order,

Ms. Shagun
Judicial Magistrate First Class

DPI5642/RD/2026

2. E-Tender Notice no:- N-ANP/B/TMD/6000011194 00, "Work of
Owverhauling maintenance of BFPS, CEPS, ACWPs, SEW Pumps &
Other small Pumps and static auxihares of Umt #4.2X500
MW.'B'TPS Anpara." EMD Rs. 58.750.00, Last date of tender:
02.06.2026(17:00 Hrs),

3. E-Tender Notice no:- GEM/2026/B/7458646, Cverhauling
Mamtenance of | [P/LP Valves & replacement of valves by cutting ‘welding
of Turbine side of umit/d4 of 2X500 MW/BTPS, Anpara,” EMD
Rs.81.570.00, Last date oftender: 01 06, 2026( 16:00 Hrs).

4. E-Tender Notice no:- GEM/2026/B/7454910, "Cleaning/
De-scaling of Entire Condenser Tubes of Unitsd of 2X500 MW,
‘BTPS, Anpara through Bullet Shot Method." EMD Rs, 22 870,00,
Last date of tender: 01.06.2026 ( 16:00 Hrs).

5. E-Tender Notice no:- GEM/2026/B/T458811, "Thermal
Insulation of HP/LP valves and pipeline of Turbine and Auxiliaries of
O/H#4 and O&M of Umit# 4&5.2x500 MW, 'B'TPS, Anpara." EMD
Rs. NIL, Last date of tender: 01062026 ( 16:00 Hrs).

6. E-Tender Notice no:- GEM/Z026/B/T453894 1, Repairmng of Valves
of condensate ling, stcam drain hines, feed water lines. HP Bypass
Spray line control valves and pumps spare of 2X500 MW, 'B'TPS,
Anpara., EMD Rs. NIL, Last date of tender: 01,06, 2026 {16:00 Hrs)

7. E-Tender Notice no:- GEM/2026/B/7466892, Repairing,
Reconditioning MPO, Transition Piece and MDV of Bowl Mill
(XEP 1003) 25500 M.W.DTPS anpara, EMD Rs. 2815000, Last dare
of tender: 07.05.2026 (1 3:00 Hr).

Room No.108, Rohini, Delhi

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN
WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD
Qfo Chief General Manager (Engg), Transmission Circle, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-04

‘e’-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTIFICATION

'o’-Tender Ranging Bid document
NoaDatg | MNameofWork fspoc] | SOe
EP No. 14 | Refurbishment of 27 MGD raw waiter conduil
CGM(E)/ TC! |from Osmansagar to Asifnagar filter beds te] Rs. | 06.05.2026
TH TD.No.1/ |amest leakages and frequent breakdowns| 198.61 @
Refurbishment! jand thereby reduce UFWINRW under| crores | 4,00 pm
2026-27, | Osmansagar section, S0-Il, Trans D,
Dtd: 02.05.2026 |Himaj,-athsagaf

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACGUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 82(2) (ii) Cr.P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Sh. Lal Babu Choudhary S/o Sh. Ram Singh
Rio H. No. 1-B, Street No. 13, Block B, Dass Garden,
Baprola Vihar, New Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in case CC No. 382/2022, U/s
138 NI Act, PS Mayapuri, New Delhi and it has been
returned to a Warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused personi(s) Sh. Lal Babu Choudhary can not be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said accused person(s) Sh. Lal Babu Choudhary has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused person(s) Sh. Lal Babu Choudhary of case CC
No. 382/2022, Uls 138 NI Act, PS Mayapuri, New Delhi is
required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before dated 11.06.2026. By Order

Anshul Singhal

Judicial Magistrate First Class-04
West., Hoom No. 268

Tie Hazari Courts, New Delhi

DP/5470/WD/2026
(Court Matter)

8. E-Tender MNotice no:- 0L/CMD-VATPS 202627, "Work of
Sprinkling of water on road inside 'A' & 'B' TPS power house
premises. Anpara, Soncbhadra, EMD Rs. 10,000.00, Last date of

tender: 13.05.2026(17:00 Hrs).

9. E-Tender Notice no:- N-ANP/D/BMD/60000T1444 00,
"Routime and Preventive Breakdown Maimtenance of all Mech. Parts
of Mono-Rail Electric hoist (011 to 7.5 Ton Capacity) along with the
sky climbing of Boiler of Linit 6& 7, 2x500 MW, DTPS, Anpara. EMD
R, 14,000,060, Last date of tender; 200052026 /(17:00 Hrs)

10. E-Tender Notice no:- GEM/2026/B/7485421, Supply of center
feed pipe of ball mull, 2x300 MW.BTPS, Anpara. EMD Rs. 12,000.00,
Last date of tender: 08,05 2026 ( 19:001rs)

11. E-Tender Notice no:- GEM/2026/3/7477599, Supply of Arc
Welded S5 pipe for Raw coal Down Comer, 2x300 MW BTPS, Anpara,
EMD Rs. 11,000,00, Last clate of tender; 06,05, 2026 (13:00 Hrs).

12. E-Tender Notice no:- GEM/2026/13/7481878, Supply of mill
spares,2x500 MW . BTPS, Anpara EMD Rs. 26,000.00, Last date of
tender: 13,05, 2026 (13:00 11rs).

13. E-Tender MNotice no:- GEM/2026/B/7485863, Overhauling of
AHU and Miscellaneous works of LIVAC system as per scope of work.
EMD Rs. 13,000.00, Last date of tender: OX.06. 2026 ( 17:00 Hrs).

14. E-Tender Notice no:-:- GEM/2026/B/7472917, "Repair.
Maintenance and Installation of Plant/Systems/Equipments { Version-2).
EMDEs. 125,000,060, Last date of tender: 16.05.2026(17:00 Hrs).

|—' wm Office of EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (KULLU DIVISION)
N H.P. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, KULLU-175101

FAX: 01902-222571, E-mail.ee-kul2-hp@nic.in

MEMORANDUM
Subject:- Cancellation of Tender

The tender invited vide this office NIT No.PW/KD/TA/2026- 1289-96 dated
20.04.2026, for the work “Construction of Jai Nallah to Katagla Chhalal road Km. 0/0
to 8/250 under NABARD-RIFD —XXXI ( SH:- Formation Cutting, R/walls, B/walls
unlined drain Parapets, cross drainage work, muck management, settingout, Kilometre
& 200m stone, information board and Bridge work etc.)”having Tender ID:

2026 PWD 135027 1 is hereby cancelled due to administrative reasons.
Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Kullu Divison HPPWD., Kullu
NO:-PW/KD/TA/Supdt./2025-26 :- 2013-20

No. 0729/2026-2027/HP Dated :- 02.05.2026

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tendering Motice No.: 2026-April-07 Dated: 30.04.2026

E-TENDERING NOTICE

Divisional Railway Manager {Enginearing), N.C. Rly Agra for and
on behalf of the President of India invites "Open Tender” through on Lineg
only (E-Tendering) for the following waorks. The details of the tender
are asundar,

S

Bl Tender No.: 2026-April-07-01 | Approx Cost Rs.: 2710448.35

Deascription of work: Balance work of Supply & slacking of 60Kg' 60EI-
RZ60 grade rails AT Welding portions using Compressed Air Petrol
preheating system, with prefabricated three piece moulds [(Zircon washed)
manual pressed using Single shol crucible fitted with Automatic Tapping
Thimble (ATT) lechnology at S5E(P.wayVAgra Depol in Agra division

The Tendarers are requestad 1o upload the informaton on the Zip format preferably,
Further details can be seen on www.eprocurement.gov.in

Sdi- Chief General Manager (Enga), Transmission Circle, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-04,

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED

See ion 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made betore me that
accused Sumit Joshi S/o Kamal Kishore R/o X-3700, Gali
No. 4, Shanti Mohalla, Raghuwarpura-ll, Gandhi Magar,
Dethi has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence FIR No. 606/2022 u/s 381/34 IPC at P.5. Krishna
Nagar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said Sumit Joshi cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satfisfaction that the
said Sumit Joshi has absconded {or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 82
Cr.P.C. has been initiated in the case. Proclamation is heraby
made that the said Sumit Joshi accused of FIR No.
606/2022 u/s 381/34 IPC at P.S. Krishna Nagar, Delhi is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said

complaint on 09.09.2026.
By Order: Shri P. Bhargav Rao,

Judicial Magistrate, First Class- 05,
East District, Court No.03,

DP/5682/SHD /2026 | Karkardooma Courts, Delhi.

BIHAR ANIMAL SCIENCES UNIVERSITY

Patna-8(0014
Web: www.basu.ore.in

Employment Notice No.: 04/2026

Bihar Animal Sciences University, Patna invites applications from Indian
nationals for tenural appointment to the post of Director Works & Plant
(DWP), Bihar Animal Sciences University, Patna, Pay Level-13
(Rs.1,18,500-2,14,100).

In-service candidates are required to submit the application through
proper channel, Howaver, they must submit advance copy with requisite
fea within |ast date of submission. The Proper Channel copy must be
recened within 10 days of the last date of submission of the application
form.

Details of the Fost, Pay Scale, General Instructions and Application
Form are available on the website https:/iwww.basu.org.in

Last date for the receipt of application form is 30/05/2026 till 05.00 PM
at the Office of Registrar, Bihar Animal Sciences University, Patna-
800014 by Speed Post [Registered Post only. Sa

Registrar, BASU, Patna

For information regarding addendum corngendum rejection of Bids
kindly regularly wvisit website https: etender.up.nic.in or
https://gem.gov.in.

Date: 02.05.2026

TATE: 3242 / Houfie (WR—1) /et / ol 870

EJ Tender No.: 2026-April-07-02 | Approx Cost Rs.: 7286583.49

Descriptlon of work: Construction of fernale Changing Room along with Rest
Room, Female and Male Lockups at RPF post/ out post over RPF Agra division.

For full details and submission of bid please see the Indlan Rallways website
“www.ireps.gov.in”. Tenders can only be submitted through web portal
“www.ireps.gov.in" upto15:00 hrson 22.05.2026 965/26 (ADM
[£] Morth central raitways & www.ncr.indianrailways.govin ¢ @ CPRONCR

RAJASTHAN S5TATE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

& INVESTMENT CORPORATION LTD.

& Rajasthan Government Undartaking]

Udyog Bhawan, Tilak Marg. kapur- 302005, Phone- 00412227751, 4593301
E-mall: plico@@lico. o, In Websibo -riloo. rajasthan. godin

TENDER NOTICE

RO inwites sealed tendersdbids through eproc rajasthangowin for the follewing works)
5rr'.-||:r:5,_|":up:||'|-c~lc.

L Office & Type of Work Estirmated
M, Cast
[Fs.inLacs)
1 Unit Head, Bhiwadi-|
1.1 | Construction of OC Reads, Pavad Shouldess & Foatpath and RCC Medians &t
Incisstrial Bres Bhiwadi, UBN-RDCZEZ TWLDEOOZSS £n3h.63
2, | Unit Head, laipur|Rural)
.1 | Construction of Bridges at Shri Ram Jenaki Bndustrial Ares Sunjbibaripura
UAN-ROCIE2 TWILDEDMIZS2 30E8 42
3 Unit Head, Ghiloth
1.1 | Widening of 4 Lane to & Lann by CC Raad and Paving Boad Shoulders with
Interlacking CC Blecks an Limk Faad at Industnad Area Ghilath
LUBN-ROC2E2 AL ORMI25S 1613.00
4, Unit Head, Kota |
4.1 | Develapment Works an 1GP Toy Park, Ranpur, £o13
Uan-RDC2e2 NasopaDzeT A01.47
[ & Can.s-trl.c_"u:?rl E-I’-C:ﬁl..'-r-t:lr:-urll:ar-.' Dermarcation Pillass at Upcoming REIZ Asrocity |
547.ER

Phagedl, kota. UBN-RDCIEITWLOBO02EE

5. | Unlt Head, Sriganganagar
:i

1 | Upgradation of Drain nfrastructure Under Indrastricture improvement
Expenditure Head 3t Transferred industriad Area Hanumangarh Rhed
UBM-RDC2E2 NALOBO 2T 50E.45

5.2 | Upgradatien of Sireel Light-ak Industrial Areg Ddyog Vikar Pa-1 and B,

Sriganganagar, UBN-RDCHEITWSOEDND26D 265,921
6. | Unit Head, ladpur|South)
6.1 | Devclopment Works at Industrial &rea Bassi (Ext.), faipur

IJIELH-F[DCEE.I?‘I.HLDEI]'{IJEI? e 5149.31
EE_ _I:I;.".-I:F.lr.m IEIII Works an Induste ;l-"-TEd Hll-dl-'u'did_d rin_l Hl:d':';d_“:_l.l: Jaapuin

LUBMN-ROCIEZTWILOERRII0T H3E.26
7. | Unit Head, Bhilwadi-l
7.1 | Construction of 33,/1°1 KV G55 with Charging Feeder at Residertial Zone 1A

Salorpur, UBN-RDC2E2TWLOBM0I12 B26.50
B | Unin Head, Balotra
2.1 | Shifting of 33 KV Power Line at Indsstrial Area Devim, Banmar

| UBN-ROC263TWS0R00308 L2177

Bidde s contractors may dawmload and subsmat tender opdme. Detailed mBormatsan of teriders and any
Eind af corrigendurn) date extensian, O any W futere, may be seen by Didéers on aabsines
ricos rajasthan. gowin, www.sppporajasthan.gowvin and www. caroc ragasthan gow.in

BIHAR SCHOOL EXAMINATION BOARD

NOTICE INVITING e-AUCTION
Tender Notice No. : PR 95/2026

Bihar School Examination Board invites bids through
g-procurement from all Prospective Bidders for Auction of “Disposal
of Single Seater Bench-cum-Desk at Block-A & B Bapu Pariksha
Parishar, Kumhrar, Patna (As where and as it is basis)"”. Bidders
are requested to refer the bid document for details of scope,
estimated cost and other terms and conditions. The tentative dates

are given hereunder;
Tender Schedule

Date and Time for Activity Date/Time: Duration

From: 06/05/2026 (16:00 Hrs.)
to 26/05/2026 (16:00 Hrs.)
(hitps:ffeproc2. bihar.govin)

13/05/2026 at 12:30 Hrs.

(Bihar School Examination Board,
_Slnha Library Road, Patna-80001 TL

am e

Online Salel Download Date of
Auction Documents

Fre-Bid Meeting

Penod of Site Inspection for
prospective bidders al Bapu
Pariksha Parshar, Kumhrar Patna

From: 08/05/2026 to 25/05/2026
(Time = 11:00 Hrs. to 16:00 Hrs.)

Last Date/ Time for Submission/
uploading of Cnline Bid

26/05/2026 up to 16:00 Hrs.
(hitps:/eprocZ. bihar.gow.in)

Last Date and Time for
subrmission of EMD in Hard
CopyiOriginal

{Only in case BG)

Date & Time for Opening of
Technical Bid

27105/2026 up to 14:00 Hrs.

27105/2026 at 15:00 Hrs
thitps:VeprocZ bihar.gov.in)

Date to be announced later by
Competant Authority,

¥5,900/- (Five Thousand Nine
Hundred Rupees Only)
{Non-Refundabla)

13,540/~ [Three Thousand
Five Hundred Forty Rupess Only)
(Non-Refundabla)

#10,00,000/- (Ten Lakh
Rupeas only) (Refundable)

*  Contact Details: Nodal Officer, Mobile No.: +91 62999 23095,
E-Mail ID: eproc-bseb-bih@gowv.in/ eproc.bseb@gmail.com

*  Prospective biddars visit the premises of Bapu Pariksha Pansar, they
may contact: Manager, Mobile No.: 8800353086 OR Deputy Manager,
Mobile No.: 9430527164

=  Note: Bihar School Examination Board reserves the right to accept!
cancel’ reschedule without assigning any reasons. Prospective bidders
are advised to regularty visit https:ffeproc2.bihar.gov.in. Cormgendum/
Amendments etc., ifany, will ba notified on this porlal anly and no separate

Date & Time for Opening of
Financial Bid

Cast of the Tender Document

Tender Processing Feea

Earnest Monay

Far queeries pheasa contact: GM (Civill Pl 0141-4593214 Raj.Samwad/C/26/1921

advertisement will be made. Secretary

) NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Letter No:-DEM/C/AGRAParcellE-ALUCTION

E-Auction Notice

On Behalf of the President of India, The Sr, Divisional Commercial Manager-North
Central Railway-Agra invites E-Auction as percategories given as under;-

Date: 30.04. 2026

Asset Details

“Save Electricity for Nation™

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Lt. Mo. PlAgra/Recrut. Section./Re-engagement
HMOTIFICATION

Re-engagement of Retired staff on monthly remuneration
basis in Exigencies of services for Agra Division.

I terms of Railway Board’s Letter no, E(NGHIRZ024/RC-49 dated 15.10.2024
{RBE No.- 96/2024) & {RBE No- 115/2024) dated 31.12.2024 & {RBE No-
252025) 20.06.2025 & head Quarter/MCRE/Prayagra) letter Mo, T97-
EHYNGRe-engagement/20 10 dated 23.01,. 2020 & NCR-HOoPERS(MISCY
16/2026-0fo Dy, CPO/HQINCR di. 07.04.2028, it has been decided 1o fill up
following posts in Agra Division by re-engagement of staff from retired railway

employees
2. Therafore applications of Staff who fulhl the following tarms & conditions &

Date: 28.04.2026

retired from Ralway are invited so as 10 reach o Hecruitmen! Seclion o
Divisional railway managear | Persannel) Agra by post on ar befores 25 068 2026,

1. S&T Department:-

101 {F1)SLR Unitin Train no. 121895 Friday

Category: ; n |
2,01 (R1)SLE Unit in Train. no. 19818- Sunday, Thursday &
Parcel |Friday
30T F1SLEUnitin Tradn no, 14854
4, 01 (R11:5SLE Umnit in Train ng, 19818- Monday, TUE';'-dF.I',:',E-
Wednesday & Salurday I
[ ETETPELI LN n Trslirin, | emts
Auction [5.01(F1)SLEUnitin Tralnno. 13168 .
Catalogue |7 p1 (R1) SLR Unit in Train nio. 12195- Tuesday, Thursday &l
No.: Saturday
AGRA- 8. 01(RT)SLRUnitin Train no. 20876

LEASING. 9. 0T (F1)SLRUnitin Tralnno. 59814

45 1TEOVIF1T)SLR Unitin Train o, 12180

11.01 (F1) SLR Unitin Train no. 119035

12071 reund inp VP Unitin Trainna. 15110-151089

E-Auction Start Date and Time:- Date 15.05.2026 Time:-13:00
E-Auction End Date and Tima:- Data 15052026 Time: <1520

Mote:- Prospective bidders are requested to visit E-Auction Leasing Moduleon
IREFS website (www.ireps. govin). The Lot-wise details are available therein
under the above mentioned Catalogue Mumber, 269/26 (MG)

¥ North central railways | | @CPRONCR www.ncrindianrailways.gov.in

{é} JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Indra Circle, Jawahar Lal Mebru Marg, ia-ipm' = JDP0I0A

Mo:- JDA/EE (DR)/2026/D-113 Dated: 01.05.2026

NOTICE INVITING BID
NIB No. : EE (DR)/06/2026-27

Online bids are invited up-to 6.00 PM of 26-05-2026 for the work
of “Consultancy for DPR of Elevated Corridor along Dravyavati
River with environmental, hydraulic and safety considerations™
of Rs. 576.00 Lacs. The last date for applying bid and making
online payment on JDA portal is up to 6.00 PM dated 26.05.2026.
Details may be seen in the bidding document at our office or the
web site of State Public Procurement Portal website
www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.eproc rajasthan.gov.in and
www,jda.rajasthan,gov,in
UBN No. JDA2627TWLOB0O0047
To participate in the bid, bidder has to be:
1. Registered on JDA website www.jda rajasthan.govin for
participating in the Bid, the Bidder has to apply for the bid and
pay the bidding document fee, RISL processing fee online only.
The bid security may be deposited through online or bank
guarantee (BG).
2. Registered on e-Procurement Portal of Government of
Rajasthan www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in for online e- Bid
submission.

Executive Engineer

5.M. | Sub-Unit Category of staff Lewveal Vacancy
SEE (Sig.) 07 01
JE {Sig. D6 03
L vt Sr. II'I‘Et-ilh:l{ii.ign.] 06 01
Tech-l {51g.] {5 25
Tech-ll {Sig.) 04 (2
SSE (Tele) 07 0z
Sr. Tech [Tele) 06 01
Tech-| (Teda) 05 02
Assistant [ Skg.fMele) g | 65
Total 103
2. Elect.- (i} TRD:-
5. Sub- Category of staff Level Vacancy
S2E (TRD) o7 01
1 | Eea |HELRD) 06 04
Sr. Tech (TRDO) 0a 03
Tech-1 (TRD) 05 06
Assistant (TRD) 0 23
Total a7
(i) Gen:-
5. Sub- Category of staff Leveal Vacancy
02 | Elect Assistant (Geanl.) 01 o7
[ Total or
i) TL:-
5.M.| Sub-Unit Category of staff Lewvel Vacancy
03 | Elect Assistant (TL) 1 a7
Total o7
3. Mech. (C&W):-
5.M. | Sub-Unit Category of staff Leveal Vacancy
S5E [CEW) o7 N4
JE (GEW) (6 01
01 Mech, Tech-1 (Fiftar] 05 01
(CEW) | Tech-llWLDR) 05 01
Tech-1{B.Smith) 05 01
AEsL 01 18
Total 26
4. 'D:ltg.:a
5.N. | Sub-Unit Category of staff Level Vacancy
Trainmanager 05 23
CTNG 6 15|
01 | Or8. "Bgana 02 08
F. Man-B 01 0z
Total 34
5. En@.:-
5.M. | Sub-Unit Category of staff Level Vac.
SSE(FW) L-7 04
JE (P \Way) L& 12
01 Engg. Trackmaintainer-| L-4 &
Trackmaintainer-| L-3 b
Trackmaintainer-111 L-2 a5
Trackmaintairer-1y L-1 118
Total 203

Motification for regagement, Details of posiz and prescribed terms and
candition may be seen on the link {About us-Divisions-Agra Division-personnel-
Recrultmentl-olhéer recrullmantl) af afflclial wabsltea

Raj. Samwad/C/26/1920 {Dravyavati River)

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

(www.norindianrallway.gov.in) of norh central raitway

951/26(DG)
[f] Morth central railways 58 @CPRONCR [ www.ncrindianrailways.gov.in
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Ruturaj Gaikwad’s unbeaten 67 and
Kartik Sharma’s maiden fifty helps
CSK chase down 160 with ease

SYNOPSIS: Gaikwad
and Kartik steady the
ship as CSK beat stutter-
ing Mumbai to keep play-
off hopes alive

VenkataKrishnaB
Chennai, May 2

CHENNAI SUPER Kings beat
Mumbai Indians by eight
wickets to revive their play-off
push. Ruturaj Gaikwad's un-
beaten 67 and Kartik Sharma's
maiden fifty did the bulk of the
work, chasingdown 160 with 11
balls to spare. For Mumbai,
another eveningof squandered
opportunity — 159 all but
sealed their fate in a season that
has consistently promised
more than it has delivered.

Mumbai stutter again

It was a night where Mum-
bai had themselves to blame.

Winning the toss on a dry
Chepauk ssurface, they lost Will
Jacks in the second over with-
out scoring. Ryan Rickelton
and Naman Dhir steadied
things, threatening a total in ex-
cess 0f 180. In the powerplay,
Rickelton hit five sixes — three
of them off a single Prashant
Veer over — but strip those
away and he made only seven
off his remaining 19 deliveries.
The platform was being laid,
not built upon.

CSK stayed patient, chasing
wickets, fully aware that Mum-
bai's brittle middle order could
combust at any moment. It
duly did. Theslidebeganinthe
most frustrating fashion. Shi-
vam Dube, already a perplexing
selection ahead of being used as
an Impact Substitute, dropped
a simple chance at short third
man off Noor Ahmad to re-
prieve Rickelton. One delivery
later, Noor fired one flat at the
left-hander. The sweep is Rick-
elton'sbread and butter, but the
trajectory was too flat to get
underneath — he flat-batted it
straight to deep square leg for
37. The moment Mumbai

started unravelling,.

Suryakumar Yadav arrived
and briefly shifted the mood,
racingto21off11 before finding
Dewald Brevis at deep cover off
Ramakrishna Ghosh — the
youngster's maiden IPL wicket.
Noorthenended Tilak Varma's
tentative stay. In the middle
overs — balls 7 through 16 —
Mumbai managed only 67 runs
with 22 dots, puncturing any
hope of acceleration. Having
hit seven sixes in the power-
play, they managed only three
in the remaining 14 overs.
Hardik Pandya, under constant
scrutiny, contributed 18 off 23.
Mumbai finished at 159/7.On a
surface where runs were avail-
able, it was an innings of
chronic underachievement.

The Dube selection
summed up CSK's eveningtoo.
Dropping two catches, he had
nowhere to hide. Not bowling
either, his presence in the XI
baffled — one fan in the stands
captured the mood perfectly,
shoutingto Gaikwad amid pin-
drop silence after the Dhir re-
prieve: "Rutu, please place
Dube as Impact Sub."

If there was a Mumbai
player who could hold hishead
up, itwas Naman Dhir. Arriving
at No. 3 with the score at 1, he
carried the innings with a
measured 57 off 37 — four fours
and three sixes — providing the
spine around which others
came and went. He picked his
moments carefully, finding the
gaps when the field set and
clearing the ropes when the
length invited it. His dismissal
in the 17th over, caught at deep
midwicket off Jamie Overton,
effectively ended Mumbai's
hopes of posting anything
threatening. Without him, 159
would have looked consider-
ably worse.

Gaikwad steps up

The weight of captaincy has
satheavily on Ruturaj Gaikwad
this season. A confidence-in-
ducing fifty in the previous
game had steadied him some-
what, but one box remained
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Mumbai Indians stutter again,
play-oft hopes all but over

CSK captain Ruturaj Gaikwad (67 not out) steered his team past the finish line against MI. creivas

eIPLtable

Teams|M [W [L [PTS |
PBKS [8 [6 [1 13
RCB 9 [6 |3 12
SRH [9 [6 [3 |12 |
RR |10 16 [4 12
6T [9 [5 [4 [0
CSK |9 |4 |5 |8
DC [9 [4 [5 |8
KR |8 [2 |5 |5
M [9 |2 |7 [4 |

ISG (8 |2 6 4 |
M: MATCH; W: WIN; L:LOSS; PTS: POINTS;

unticked — a match-winning
innings of substance at home,
a ground where the crowd
greets him with ear-splitting
noise at the toss regardless of
his returns. There is plenty of
chatter around his failure to
lead with his batting. Saturday
went some way to quietening it.

Sanju Samson fell early for
11, Bumrah producing the key
breakthrough. Urvil Patel's

NumberPlate

6

® Number of times CSK have
defeated Ml inthe last seven
meetings since 2023.

breezy 24 off 12 ended just as it
was getting interesting, Gha-
zanfar finding the stumps.
Gaikwad had a job to do, with
Kartik Sharma —bought for Rs
14.2 crore and still searching for
his footing — for company.

Kartik delivered his maiden
IPL fifty with a performance
that showed he can bat in dif-
ferent tempos. The gun cel-
ebration — channelling Sahib-
zada Farhan — announced his
arrival emphatically. But the in-
nings that anchored the chase
was Gaikwad's.

Typically conservative in
powerplays, he found two
boundaries and a six off Boult
after Samson's dismissal to set

the tone early. When Kartik ar-
rived, Gaikwad shifted gears —
calculative, unhurried, ice-
cold. For three overs in the
middle, CSK didn't manage a
boundary. The panic was no-
where visible. He finished 67
notout off48, steering Chennai
home with 11 balls to spare.

Needing five wins from six
remaining games, two of which
come against Lucknow —
another side in the bottom half
ofthe table — Chennai will feel
this is the timely boost their
season needed. Consistency
has repeatedly eluded them,
and this win came despite per-
plexing selection calls. Whether
itisthestart ofagenuine runor
another false dawn, only time
will tell. What Saturday was,
unambiguously, was the night
Gaikwad led from the front
when it mattered most.

BRIEF SCORES: MI 159/7 in
20 overs (Naman Dhir 57; An-
shul Kamboj 3/32) lost to CSK
160/2 in 18.1 overs (Ruturaj
Gaikwad 67 not out, Kartik
Sharma 54 not out) by 8 wickets

MI have the best names, but not the best T20 team

Venkata Krishna B
Chennai, May 2

THE QUESTION Mumbai In-
dians cannolonger avoidis not
about form. It is about design.

Suryakumar Yadav, Tilak
Varma, Hardik Pandya, Rohit
Sharma — three of them T20
World Cup winners. On papet,
abattinglineup asstrongas any
in the tournament. And yet on
Saturday, Surya found Dewald
Brevis at deep cover just as he
was finding his touch. Tilak,
whose hundred a few games
ago felt like a turning point,
slogged Noor Ahmad against
the turn and top-edged to cover
— adismissal that summed up
his campaign in one stroke.
Pandya lasted 23 deliveries of
thick edges, inside edges, swing
and miss before he holed out at
the deep. Three star names.
Collective contribution: insuf-
ficient. But the form of individ-
ualsis not the real problem. The
real problem is structural.

Inthree IPL seasons, the de-
fining shift in T20 batting has
been the emergence of what
might be called the new-age
T20 baby — young, fearless,
powerplay-oriented batsmen
who don'tjust score quickly but
score at a pace that resets the
game before the opposition can
adjust. Abhishek Sharma.
Priyansh Arya. Vaibhav Soorya-
vanshi. Punjab Kings and Ra-
jasthan Royals identified this
wave early, invested at auction,
and are now reaping the reward
atthetop ofthetable. Itisno co-
incidence that the four teams
with the highest powerplay
strike rates this season occupy
the top four spots in the stand-
ings. The powerplay is no
longer a passage of play. It is
where IPL seasons are won and
lost. Mumbai haven't found
their version. Danish Malewar
and Robin Minz are capable
cricketers. They are not that.

For years, MI were the fran-
chise that spotted gems and

In MI’s star-studded batting
line-up, it was Naman Dhir who
made animpact vs CSK. creiMAs

made them superstars. That
reputation now belongs to
others. Chennai Super Kings
recognised the same problem
last season and went about fix-
ing it methodically — identify-
ing the gap, targeting the right
profiles at auction, and build-
ing around them quickly.
Mumbai, at the mini-auction,
showed few signs of under-
standing what needed fixing at
all. Until that changes at a stra-

Foryears, MIwere
thefranchisethat
spotted gems and
madethem
superstars. That
reputation now
belongs to others.

tegic level, not just a selection
one, the problem will persist
beyond this season.

What they have instead is
RohitSharma, an opener trying
to keep pace with a format that
has moved on — and currently
out injured. Ryan Rickelton,
Quinton de Kock and Will Jacks
are reputable overseas names,
but reputations don't win
powerplays in 2026. The teams
that are winning them have
batsmen who cause a different
kind of problem — not experi-
ence, not technique, but the
hunger and fearlessness of
someone who has nothing to

lose and every reason to swing.

Some will argue the bowling
has been equally culpable. On
flat Wankhede decks, MI have
posted totals in excess of 200
and still lost. There is truth in
that. But it sidesteps the larger
point. The reason Punjab Kings
and SRH dismantle totals that
once seemed competitive is
precisely because their top
orders don't just chase — they
suffocate. They turn asking
rates into irrelevances before
the opposition bowling attack
can settle. You cannot bowl a
side out of a game when their
powerplay has already taken it
away from you.

Mumbai can put200 onthe
board on flat decks. They did it
on Saturday. It wasn't enough.
When Punjab and SRH come at
youwith their top orders, 200 is
a conversation starter, not a
total. The names on Mumbai's
teamsheet are impressive. The
T20 team they add up to, right
now, is not.

SIX-HITTING LEAGUE

Big score, bigger chases:
season

Ruthless batting

ik

Lalith Kalidas
New Delhi, May 2

OVER 800 sixes struck, a maxi-
mum flying every 12 balls, an
unprecedented run surge on
increasingly uniform pitches.
Even as 200-plus scores have
casually emerged every alter-
nate innings, the ball-striking
in the IPL has grown signifi-
cantly for a fourth consecutive
season. But never before was
the template so unabashedly
pressed against the bowling
think tanks. With over 60 per-
cent of the league phase com-
pleted, the 2026 season stands
asthe most ruthless batting ex-
hibition in IPL history.

In 43 completed games,
teams have soared past the
200-run mark 37 times. The
pressure of a tall chase has also
been expertly stripped from the
collective batting mindset.

A 200-plus score has been
gunned down 10 times — one
more than the entirelist of such
instances in Australia's Big
Bash League across 15 years.
Seven of those 10 chases in-
volve 220-plus scores, includ-
ingaworld-record 265-run pur-
suit — two more than the
combined total across the pre-
vious 18 IPL seasons. Not only
has the scoring spiked by start-
ling margins, but the consist-
ency has meant bowlers are
conceding wickets at exorbi-
tant rates, giving away over 29
runs each time.

Five-time champions
MumbaiIndians are amongthe
few teams that illustrate the
scramble tostayrelevantinthe
IPL'sImpact Subera. In the last
three weeks, their home for-
tress, Wankhede Stadium, has
shown how much has changed
since the previous decade,
when they dominated the field.

Mumbai were the undis-
puted sixer kings between 2013
and 2020, winning five titlesin
eight years — 891 maximums,
a big hit every 16.6 deliveries.
Earlier this month, the
relatively high-scoring Wank-
hede witnessed a 240-plus
score for the first time when
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
decimated the MI attack. The
hosts fell short by 18 runs but re-
sponded with their highest
score at the venue.

A 243-run total was once a
jackpot. Last Wednesday, it was
scarcely enough to stop Sun-
risers Hyderabad, who have
been at the forefront of a revol-
ution that has pushed even the
mighty MIto middling ground.

The striking at Wankhede
has been unprecedented this
season — 10.3 runs flowing
every over, asharp uptick from
the previous best of 9.59 in
2023. A six has flown every 9.5
deliveriesin the five matches at
the ground so far this year.

This fever has spread to
nearly every venue, save for a
few that still offer slow turn and
tacky surfaces. Attheend of 44
games, six of the traditional
home venues possess a 150-
plus strike rate — at least nine
runs per over in over 73 percent
of games, making sky-high to-
tals likely almost every even-
ing. Eight of the 16 total 250-
plus scores in IPL history
emerged in the 2024 season.
The mark has already been
breached five times this year.

The collective batting strike
rate surpassed 140 for the first
time in 2023, the first season in-
volving the Impact Sub. The

Shreyas lyer’s Punjab Kings have the best strike-rate in powerplay.

Wankhede Stadium is witnessing a
six-hitting boom, but for Mumbai
Indians, the run-fest carries anirony

eBatting SRbyseason

" VENUE [ 2024(MTS) | 2025(MTS) | 2026(MTS) |

' Mumbai | 14956(7) | 1423(7) 171.83(5) |

" Delhi 179.39 (5) 15748 (7) 163.34 (4)

' Bengaluru  1549(7) 147.85 (5) 161.57 (5)

' Chennai 133.33(9) 1307 (6) 147,55 (4)

' Ahmedabad 1479 (8) 160.22 (9) 145.69 (4)

' Jaipur 148.82 (5) 1591 (7) 184.36 (2)

" Lucknow | 14071(7) 15599 (8) 123.11(4)

Mullanpur | 133.97(5) 1437 (6) 169.19 (4)
Kolkata | 162.83(7) 155.54 (7) 143.23 (4)

' Hyderabad | 166.52(6) 163.09 (6) 150.05 (4)
elmpactof ImpactSub

MPacTsus| MATCHES | pepoves | SXES | prron

12023 2 | ms | 1533 |

12024 7 9.03 1260 12.99
2025 I 914 1291 1276

12026  m 932 807 1211

ePowerplay battingin IPL 2026 (after Match 44)

TEAM
[ Punjab Kings
" Rajasthan Royals
" Sunrisers Hyderabad
" Royal Challengers Bengaluru
Gujarat Titans
Chennai Super Kings
' Mumbai Indians
Delhi Capitals
" Kolkata Knight Riders
" Lucknow Super Giants

extrabatter raised scoring rates
exponentially in 2024, when
the tournament strike rate
crossed 150 across 72 matches
— 1,260 sixes, a big hit every 13
deliveries. Last year, 1,291 sixes
were struck across 73 games at
astrike rate 0f152.39. If current
energies hold for another
month, thebatting strike rateis
likely to extend for a third suc-
cessive year.

Powerplay Carnage

The catalyst has been the
Powerplay — the 36-ball pas-
sage that has turned on manic
scoringrates and reshaped how
teams approach the entire in-
nings. The only four teams
holding a sub-150 Powerplay
strike rate this season occupy
the bottom four spots in the
standings. Meanwhile, Power-
play leaders Punjab Kings
(197.62), Rajasthan Royals

M SR | 6S
7 | 19162 | 36
10 | 18583 | 46
9 18272 | M
9 16296 | 21
9 5772 | 22
9 15586 | 19
9 14815 | 32
9 | 13673 | 19
8 | 13394 | 17 |
8 12465 | 16

(185.63), SRH (182.72) and RCB
(162.96) occupy the top four
qualifying spots.

Armed with middle orders
that relay the blitzkrieg through
the remaining overs, the notion
of safe scores has vanished
from the dugouts entirely.

Even venues that have re-
sisted change are unravelling.
The spin cauldron of the MA
Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai has opened to quicker
scoring, the strike rate moving
from 133 to 150 in two years.
Punjab's Mullanpur venue has
seen gains of 36 runs per in-
nings, up to 169 from 133 in
2024.

The feeling that has left
champions and top bowlers
scrambling for alternatives is
fast becoming the defining
reality of IPL cricket. A243-run
total is no longer a fortress. It is
merely a starting point.

e TRUMP CARD

Captain Cummins effect Kicks in as Sunrisers Hyderabad hit their stride

Tanishq Vaddi
Hyderabad, May 2

PAT CUMMINS has never
thought of himself as a leader.

"I think for most of my life
I've always been the youngest
person in the room. I never
really feltlikealeaderatall," he
told Elizabeth Day on her pod-
cast How to Fail.

Then Australia asked him to
captain the Test side in Novem-
ber 2021. Then he won the
World Test Championship.
Then the 2023 ODI World Cup.
Then SRH handed him their
IPL franchise and he turned
them into one of the most
watchable teams in the tourna-
ment's history, liberating a bat-
ting order that had forgotten it

was allowed to swing.

Abhishek Sharma, the main
beneficiary of what followed,
put it plainly on the YouTube
show Breakfast with Cham-
pions: "Marte hue out hona
chahiye, darte hue nahi.I am
fine with the team being100 all
out, butIdon't want safe scores
of160 or170."

That was Cummins speak-
ing through Sharma. The cap-
tain who didn't seek the role,
expressing it through the batter
who most completely under-
stood it.

He came back to SRH this
season after his last competi-
tive game — the third Ashes
Testin Adelaide — and walked
straight into a team that had
been finding its shape without

him. Stand-in captain Ishan Ki-
shan was getting used to the
role. The bowling was firing.
Things were falling into place.
The question by the press pack,
late at night after a thumping
win over Delhi Capitals, was no
longer whether Cummins was
available but where exactly he
fit. SRH bowling coach Varun
Aron didn't hesitate.

"Pat is world-class, one of
the top bowlersin the world. So
he would walk into any team,
irrespective of whether some-
body was doing well or not
doing well."

SRH had a difficult 2025
campaign. This season, things
have looked different.

On April 25, against Rajas-
than Royals in Jaipur, Cum-

Australia pacer Pat Cummins (L) joined Sunrisers Hyderabad last
week and took over the captaincy from Ishan Kishan. creivas

mins returned as captain. He
took1for 27 from four oversand
his captaincylooked as shrewd
as ever. The Orange Army, en-
tering the important phase of
the tournament, had their man
back.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Accepting the captaincy of
Australia had not been simple.
"Just seen the previous few cap-
tains really go through the
wringer. There are parts of the
role that are obviously appeal-
ing —the esteem of captaining

Patis world-

class.Sohe
would walk into any
team, irrespective of
whether somebody
was doing well or not
doing well.”

VARUN ARON
SRHBOWLING COACH

Australia — but parts of it that
didn't really appeal to me too
much. So, inthe end, I decided
to go for it. But if it wasn't to be
and if it didn't work out, I was
very comfortable," he told Day.

Leadership came to him
anyway, as easily as bowling

quickly. But the cricket is only
part of it. His mother, Maria,
died of breast cancer in 2023.
His son Albie was born two and
a half'years ago.

We were barely home ever
since becoming a father. So I
think that's the one I'm
alwaysjostling with," he said on
How to Fail.

After his mother died, the
jostling became clearer.

"I'm so crystal clear now on
the family's priority. I want to
spend as much time as I can
with my family. And you just
can't keep kicking things down
the road. I think a lot of sports
people, but maybe me in par-
ticular, think — okay, I'll play
cricket tillI'm 35 or 36, Albie will
be seven or six years old, and

then life will start, and then we
can start hanging out as a
family. I've definitely changed
my mindset now. It's like, no,
I'm goingto live life."

"I'm going to say a big em-
phatic yes to things that we
really want to do as a family.
When we're on tour, let's make
sure we have the time of our
lives. We don't just want to
watch the clock tick by."

He never really felt like a
leader. Then he became one of
the finest captains of his gener-
ation. He never thought much
about time management. Then
he lost his mother and his son
learned towalk and he became,
as he says himself, crystal clear.

The cricket, it turns out, is
the easy part.
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Hair-pulling trend
in PL continues as
Ballard sent off for
Sunderland

Dan Ballard (C) arguing with
referee after his red card. ReuTers

Associated Press
Wolverhampton, May 2

RED CARDS for hair-pulling
have never been so frequent in
the Premier League. The latest
came Saturday when Sunder-
land defender Dan Ballard was
sent off for yanking the hair of
Wolverhampton striker Tolu
Arokodare as they competed
fortheballinthe first half of the
teams' meeting at Molineux.

In January, Arokodare was
the recipient of a hair tug by
Everton defender Michael
Keane, who also was shown a
straight red card in a match that
finished 1-1in January.

Last month, Manchester
United defender Lisandro Mar-
tinez was sent off for pulling the
hair of Leeds striker Dominic
Calvert-Lewinin their match at
Old Trafford.

That decision, given after a
VAR check, was described as
"shocking" by United manager
Michael Carrick but wasn't
overturned.

Pulling an opponent's hair
isdeemed violent conduct and
earns a three-match ban.

There have been instances
ofred cards for hair-pulling out-
side the Premier League, too,
over the past year.

In the second-tier Cham-
pionship, Ipswich left back Leif
Daviswas given a retrospective
ban in March after being found
have pulled the hair of Leicester
player Caleb Okoli.

At the Club World Cup last
summer, Paris Saint-Germain
midfielder Joao Neves was sent
off for pulling down Marc Cu-
curella by his hair toward the
end of Chelsea's 3-0 victory in
the final. Atlast year's Women's
European Championship, the
VAR spotted Germany mid-
fielder Kathrin Hendrich yank-
ing the ponytail of France cap-
tain Griedge Mbock at a free
kick and ared card was issued.

Last month, Chelsea coach
Sonia Bompastor whipped out
her cell phone in a post-match
interview and replayed footage
of a hair-pulling incident
missed by match officialsinthe
Women's Champions League
game against Arsenal.

And in the semifinals,
Bayern Munich's Franziska Kett
was sent off for pulling the hair
of an opponent in a 1-1 draw
with Barcelona in the first leg
last Saturday.

Pullingan
opponent's hair is
deemedviolent
conduct and earns a
three-matchban.

THOMAS CUP 2026

Ambush and farewell: France
outplays India’s present & past

Popov exposes Shetty’s vulnerability
as Lanier’s power game overwhelms
Srikanth’s fading artistry in semis

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, May 2

FRANCE MAXIMIZED their
advantage of three players in
the men's singles Top 17, includ-
ing two in Top 10, to defeat
India 3-0 and make the Tho-
mas Cup final on Saturday.

In the absence of Lakshya
Sen, rested dueto an elbowim-
pact injury, Ayush Shetty
played first singles — and got
ambushed by Christo Popov.
Satwik and Chirag were re-
signed to wait, men's doubles
only possible as the fifth rubber
given the Popov brothers play
singles too.

Ayush gets ambushed

When India went down 0-1
with World No 4 Christo Popov
on a rampage, the good news
was that Ayush's manner of
being dominated was a known
vulnerability. The bad news was
it has been the same issue cost-
inghim matches for six months
— against Lakshya Sen, Brian
Yang, Alwi Farhan, Christo
himselfand Shi Yuqiinthe BAC
final at Ningbo, inflicting the
same damage each time. Itis a
pattern now, not an aberration.

There's a higher gear, a
higher tempo, that most players
can deploy against him to rush
Ayush. Christo brought the
whole ambush drill — no su-
preme artistry required, no
deep deception, just very accu-
rate shots at blitzing speed,
forcing athinking overdrive on
the tall shuttler and scrambling
his movements. Christo
crowded Ayush and clouded
his decision-making, as the In-
dian failed to make the shots he
otherwise would.

Buttheaccuracy has
longleft Srikanth —
precisiononthe
lines, precisioninthe

fastexchanges,
highly
undependable now.

Smashes going wide,
pushesinthe net, terrible judg-
ments on thebackline — Ayush
went from 6-11 down at the
break to 11-21, Christo fiercely
moving ahead.

At 6'4", fast court move-
ments take time to get going,
and attacking clears were
Ayush's best hope to not cede
the initiative. But his accuracy
tothe backlines was poor on the
day — perhaps down to five
matches in a week, his tourna-
ment fitness not quite up to
scratch as Christo's fast paral-
lels kept him well away from
the net. Very few points offered
him the initiative to dictate a
rally. He remained nonplussed
as Christo hammered away.

Inthesecond, Ayush lapsed
to 2-9 and couldn't escape the
single digits. At 5-14, another
poor lift was an open invitation
— the thwack duly arrived. A
21-9 scoreline was an ominous
sign of how the 15-point format
will punish his vulnerabilities,
as all of Ayush's strengths got

negated by pace.
Christo ushers in the new
European upgrade — the

physicality that Alex Lanier's
game brought into play a
couple of seasons ago, now re-
fined and sharpened. Speed
and power over skill and net in-
tricacy. Slam bang. Where the

Ayush Shetty lost the first rubber against World no 4 Christo Popov in straight games. FiL

French men's singles is acing
the style is in bringing the
doubles elements of parallel
play — staying consistent, no
countenance for flair. The
hockey astroturfication of bad-
minton, if you will. Wielding
his left-handed strokes like an
axe, Christo took the net out of
the equation entirely with mid-
court parallels. The World Tour
Finals winner from 2025 made
the arena resound with the
power on his hits. Ayush ac-
knowledged the damage after-
wards. "His pace was really
high which put pressure on me.
He dominated the net. He out-
classed me today.”

Srikanth wilts away

Kidambi Srikanth had
never played Alex Lanier, and
he brought out vintage snap-

shots of how artistry can com-
pete against the acceleration
the Frenchman blithely threw
at him. But the accuracy has
long left Srikanth — precision
on the lines, precision in the
fast exchanges, highly unde-
pendable now. That the 32-
year-old remains competitive
atthislevel, injury-free and still
hunting the angles, says some-
thing about the competitor he
has always been. But compet-
ing and winning are increas-
ingly different propositions.
He had more variety in his
winners during the 21-16, 21-18
loss — perhaps hislast Thomas
Cupgame. Butall Lanierhadto
do was keep things simple: at-
tack with power out of Srik-
anth's reach, refuse to engage
intherallyingbattles. When the
Frenchman did engage, Srik-

anth had alook-in —aglorious
smash with a net follow-up of
yore, myriad ways to move the
shuttle about. But errors out-
numbered winners 3:2. Though
hebriefly controlled the tempo
at15-18 in thefirst, and even 16-
17 in the second, Lanier was al-
ways just two Srikanth errors
away from taking off.

The final point had all of
Srikanth's frustrations
scrunched into one moment.
Desperate at 18-20 to ward off
the dying of the light, he got
pumped up and embroiledina
fast flat midcourt exchange —
seemed in control of the rally —
and smashed into the net. The
grimace. His face in his hands.

HS Prannoy fell in the third
singles 21-19, 21-16, completing
France's sweep. India's story
told.

India needs reforms if it wants to host 2036 Oly:I'TA head

Free Telegram Channel https://t.me/+pegW08Cwts0OxMjcl

Express News Service
Mumbai, May 2

THE HEAD of the International
Testing Agency (ITA), which
oversees anti-doping pro-
grammes at the Olympic
Games and other major global
events, has raised concerns
about the high number of dop-
ingcasesinIndia, includingre-
ports that athletes receive "ad-
vance notice prior to testing"
and avoid providing samples.

ITA Director General Benja-
min Cohensaid in areport that
the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) has conveyed
that if India aims to host the
2036 Olympics, it must under-
take "a lot of governance and
structural reforms".

"We're concerned in general
with the state of dopingin India
and we're hearing alot of things
happening on the ground,"
Cohen was quoted as saying by
The Athletic, a sports publica-

Yastika in, Amanjot,
Uma left out of T20 WC

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 2

NANDNI SHARMA has been
named in the Indian women’s
squad for the Women’s T20
World Cup later this year while
Anushka Sharma, Uma Chetry
and Kashvee Gautam have
been left out. Also missing from
the India squad are Harleen
Deol and Amanjot Kaur.

Nandni was the break-
through star from last season’s
Women’s Premier League,
where playing for Delhi Capi-
talsin her maiden seasoninthe
league, she ended up asthe top
wicket-taker with 17 wickets,
same as the Purple Cap winner
Sophie Devine. Nandni was
named as the Emerging Player
of the Season in WPL 2026.

Talking about Amanjot Kaur
missing out, Harmanpreet Kaur
said at the press conference:
“She is a key player. She’s not
available. She’s away from
cricket for the next four-five
months.Itwasveryhardtofind
a replacement for her. In place
of her, we're trying Bharti.”

Meanwhile, wicketkeeper-
batter Yastika Bhatia and all-
rounder Radha Yadav are back
in the side for the T20 World
Cup. Harmanpreet Kaur will be
leading India for the fifth time
atthe tournament, while Smriti
Mandhana is her deputy.

“I will definitely rate this
team (asthe favorites). I believe
we can go ahead and do this.
We have no pressure, or extra
burden on ourselves,” said Har-
manpreet Kaur.

The Women’s T20 World
Cup, tobe held in England and
Wales from June 12 to July 5
later this year, is an expanded
tournament that will feature 12
teams, which makes it the lar-
gest field everina Women’s T20
World Cup. There will be 33
matches played over 24 days.

SQUAD: Harmanpreet Kaur
(c), Smriti Mandhana (vc), Sha-
fali, Verma, Jemimah Ro-
drigues, Bharti Fulmali, Deepti
Sharma, Richa Ghosh, Sree
Charani, Yastika Bhatia, Nan-
dini Sharma, Arundhati Reddy,
Renuka Thakur, Kranti Gaud,
Shreyanka Patil, Radha Yadav

tion of The New York Times.
"We also hear stories of athletes
running away when there is a
doping control, and we hear of
advance notice (given to ath-
letes prior to testing)."

In addition to managing
anti-doping testing for the IOC,
the Lausanne-based ITA also
runs programmes for around
50 international sports feder-
ations. Cohen said he met offi-
cials from the New Delhi-based
National Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA) and the Indian Olym-
pic Association (IOA) during
the recent Winter Olympics in
Milano Cortina, Italy, and was
encouraged by their apparent
willingness to "team up with
the ITA".

However, he acknowledged
that closer collaboration may
not come easily, as it could be
perceived in Indiaas an admis-
sion thatits anti-doping system
is failing,.

"I'm going to be frank: there

Ahmedabad is pushing for 2036
Olympics hosting rights. FiLE

is still some resistance to en-
gage with the ITA, as there can
be a perception in India that
this is almost an admission of
failure of the system, or that
they're not going to be seen as
competent enough todeal with
their own problems, so they
have tojoin forceswith aninde-
pendent international organ-

isation. There's a bit of scepti-
cism as to how it's going to be
perceived in the Indian com-
munity. ButIthink they (India)
are on the right track in that it
isnow known that the IOA and
the Ministry of Sports want to
do something: they want to in-
vest. They have the resources,
so I thinkit's just a matter of
time," he said.

The ITA works with a grow-
ing number of National Anti-
Doping Organisations (NADOS)
worldwide to share intelli-
gence, coordinate testing strat-
egies, and collaborate on spe-
cific cases, including areas like
sample collection and educa-
tion. India has topped the
World Anti-Doping Agency’s
(WADA) list of doping offenders
for three consecutive years, re-
cording the highest positivity
rate among major nations.

The countryissettohost the
2030 Commonwealth Gamesin
Ahmedabad and isalsobidding

to stage the 2036 Olympic
Gamesinthe Gujarat city. Doha,
the capital of Qatar, is another
contender for the 2036 Olym-
pics, with the host city expected
to be announced before the
2028 Games in Los Angeles.

Last month, WADA Presi-
dent Witold Banka said on the
sidelines of the Global Anti-
DopingIntelligence and Inves-
tigations Network (GAIIN) con-
ference in New Delhi that
"nobody isblind" to India’s seri-
ousdopingissue, though he ac-
knowledged "sincere efforts" to
addressit.

He also stated that India is
the world’s largest producer of
performance-enhancing drugs
(PEDs) and steroids.

The ITA was established in
2018 as a non-profit foundation
under the supervision of
WADA and the IOC to promote
independence, expertise, and
transparency in the global fight
against doping.
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Afather’sbelief, daughter S dream' Nandnl srise to Indian team

Nitin Sharma
Chandigarh, May 2

SHYAM SUNDAR Sharma still
remembers the time when his
daughter, Nandni Sharma, con-
stantly urged himtoenrol her at
acricketacademy. The year was
2011, and Nandni was in fourth
standard.

It wasn’t the first time she’'d
made this request — she would
plead nearly every evening
when Sharmareturned from his
spare parts shop in the Indus-
trial Area of Chandigarh. On
Monday, Sharma had just re-
turned home from his work-
place when Nandni greeted him
and broke the news: the 24-year-
old pacer was named in the 15-
member India squad for the
Women’s T20 World Cup.

“When Nandni was very
young, her only demand from
me was to get her enrolled in a
cricket academy. She had made
up her mind to play cricket. Like
any parent, we wanted hertodo
whatever she wanted and did
not even think for a moment to
notenrol her,” Sharmatold The
Indian Express. “I used to play

cricket in my younger days, but
to see her play always made me
emotional. Nowtosee herbeing
selected for India for the T20
World Cup is one of the biggest
rewards for us and for Nandni’s
hard work and passion for
cricket.”

Nandni, too, reminisced
about the time she dreamt of
playinginaWorld Cup for India.
“Iam still nervous as well as ex-
cited.Ithasnotsunkinyet.Igot
injured after the India A-UAE A
match in the Rising Stars Tour-
namentin Thailand. But thelast
few months have seen me work-
ing on my bowling with my
brothers, Akash Vats and Shub-
ham Vats, who have played for
Punjab. They helped me regain
my rhythm. Bowlingin England
will be a challenge, but I am
ready for it,” Nandni told this
papet.

While the youngster trained
atherschool, followed by astint
at the LIC Cricket Academy in
Chandigarh’s Sector 26 — the
brainchild of present PCA cura-
tor Deepinder Singh - she
would soon make her way into
the Punjab junior teams.

Nandni Sharma (R) with Indian skipper Harmanpreet Kaur . INSTAGRAM

Nandni attended the U-19
NCA camp and played for the
Punjab U16 and U19 teams be-
fore she played for Chandigarh.
She initially trained under
coaches Jatin, Rajesh Pathaand
Deepak before training under
Sukhwinder Bawa, the former
coachof Yuvraj Singh and father
of U-19 World Cup winner Raj

Angad Bawa.

Singh remembers a young
Nandniimpressingthe coaches
at his academy with her pace.
“Nandni was about ten yearsold
when shejoined our academy. I
remember she used tobowl ata
good pace, even atthatage, with
other girls and boys watching
with surprise. Later, as she grew,

Kuldeep breaks pole
vault national record

0

Kuldeep Kumar recorded a mark of 5.41m on Saturday.Ar

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 2

INDIAN POLE vaulter Kuldeep
Kumar rewrote the men’s na-
tional record on Saturday after
recording 5.41m mark at the in-
augural Indian Indoor Open
Combined Events and Pole
Vault Competition in Bhuba-
neswar on Saturday.

He cleared the mark of
5.41m in his first attempt and
decided to go for 5.46m but
failed to cross that mark. He
broke the national recod of
5.40m set last year by Dev
Kumar Meena and also im-
proved the national indoor rec-
ord of 5.30m set earlier in
March by Reegan G of Tamil
Nadu.

This was first time that Kul-
deep has participated in an in-
door Pole Vault competition.

“It was a good day for me. It
was a good experience today,”
said Kuldeep Kumar after mak-
ing the national record.

Dev, the former record
holder and one of the best pole
vaulters in the country,
struggled to get his rhythm
going and settled for a bronze
medal this time with a mark of
5.20m. He tried thrice at the
5.35m but failed. Meanwhile,
former Indoor NR holder, Re-
egan G finished at the second
place with the best mark of
5.25m.

The pre-event favourite and
former national record holder
Dev Kumar Meena says it
wasn’t his day. But was excited
that thebarwasraised to 5.41m.
“Itis always good to aim for new
goals,” says Dev Kumar Meena
of the national record set by
Kuldeep Kumar.

Both Dev Kumar Meena
and Kuldeep Kumar practice at
the same venue in Madhya Pra-
desh and have been training to-
gether for more than two years.
Dev equalled his national rec-
ord earlier this year in Taiwan,
when he jumped 540m at Sun
Moon Lake International Pole
Vault Competition in March
and he created the previous na-
tional record at World Univer-
sity Games last yeatr.

Inthe men’sheptathlon, the
race for first two spots got excit-
ing with just 16 points separat-
ing the top two athletes.N
Thowfeeq of NCOE Trivandrum
was the leader on Day One with
2943 points. Odisha's Jashbir
Nayak was close behind at sec-
ond place with 2927 points.

RESULTS: Men: Pole vault:
Kuldeep Kumar (Madhya Pra-
desh) 5.41m (NR), Reegan G
(Tamil Nadu) 5.25m, Dev
Kumar Meena (Madhya Pra-
desh) 5.20m. Men: U20: Pole
vault: Kavinraja S (Tamil Nadu)
490m, R Vishal (Tamil Nadu)
4.70m, Saurabh Yadav (Uttar
Pradesh) 4.20m.

Relay teams fail to
move beyond heats

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 2

INDIAN SPRINTERS and
quarter milers had a disap-
pointing outing at the World
Athletics Relays asall five quar-
tets fail to move beyond their
heats and secure World Cham-
pionships 2027 berths on Satur-
day. While the Indian teams will
have another shot at the World
Championships qualification,
the results were disappointing.

The men’s 4x400m team
came closest by clocking sea-
son best timing of 3:00.32 and
finishing 12th overall. The
quartet of Dharmveer Choud-
hary, Rajesh, Ramesh, Vishal
TK,and ManuTSled theracein
the second and third leg but
failed to close it out. Rajesh and
national record holder Vishal
ran their heart out in the sec-
ond and third legs respectively.
However, Manu’s inexperience
was visible in the final legas he
gotboxedintheinsidelaneand

Lastyear, Nandni
was pickedup by the
Delhi Capitals for Rs
20lakhforthe2026

WPL. Beforethat,
Nandni had served
as a net bowler for
RCBinthe WPL.

she worked on her yorkers. She
always wanted to bowl on
proper pitches, and we also
hopethatsomeday she will play
in Indian colours at Mullanpur
Stadium,” shares Singh.

Net bowler

Last year, Nandni was
picked up by the Delhi Capitals
for Rs 20 lakh for the 2026 WPL.
Before that, Nandni had served
as a net bowler for the Royal
Challengers Bengaluru in the
third edition of the WPL.
Sharma got her chance in the
Delhi Capitals XI after Austra-
lian Annabel Sutherland with-
drew from the tournament.
Over the WPL, Sharma picked

finished at the fourth place.

The top two teams in each of
the three heats and the next two
quickest advance to the finals
on day two, while also securing
their qualification for the 2027
World Athletics Champion-
ships. The remaining teams get
another chance for 2027 Beijing
World Championships qualifi-
cationon Day 2in an additional
round where the top two teams
in each of the two heats will
make the cut.

India’s day started on a dis-
appointing not as the quartet of
S Tamilarasu, Nithya Gandhe,
Animesh Kujur, and SS Sneha
took the field in the mixed
4x100m heats but couldn’t fin-
ish the race (DNF) as the baton
slipped out of Kujur’s hands in
thethird. Inthe third heat of the
mixed 4x100m relay, Jamaica
team consisting of Ackeem
Blake, Tina Clayton, Kadrian
Goldson, and Tia Clayton broke
the world record. The quartet
ran a timing of 39.99 seconds.

up 17 wickets, a feat only
matched by Gujarat Giants’

Sophie Devine. Sharma also be-
came only the second Indian to
take a WPL hat-trick and the first
uncapped player to take a five-
for, with her five-wicket spell
against Gujarat Giants.

“When she came to train
under me, we worked on slow
bouncers as well as variations,
and she was also good with the
bat. I was hoping to see her get-
ting a chance to bat too in the
WPL. The way shebowled inthe
WPL was something that gave
her a lot of confidence,” said
Bawa.

Nandni, too, recallsthe WPL
experience as well as the learn-
ings. “The WPL taught me to
performunder pressure, aswell
asbowl against some of the most
experienced players. Our cap-
tain, Jemmiah Rodrigues,
backed me a lot, and I would
also discuss bowling with Sha-
fali Verma as well as Marizanne
Kapp. I have been a fan of the
way Bhuvneshwar Kumar
bowls, and hopefully I can bowl
like him in England,” said
Nandni.
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Love at first crunch

Cookie Crunch
Delight Tricone
120 mL /% 35*

Butterscotch Tricone
120 mL /¥ 35*

Dark Chocolate Tricone
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Black Currant f o
Tricone gV =-
120 mL / T 30* .
Coffee Gold Tricone
120 mL / T 40*
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< Bitter Chocolate Kesar Pista Milletelo Choco Vanilla Jumbo Chocolate  Belgian Chocolate Kulfi Malai Mango Mania

L Tricone Tricone Tricone Tricone Brownie Tricone Tricone Tricone Tricone
100 mL /T 35" 100 mL / T 40* 120 mL /< 307 40mL /T 10 150 mL /T 60* 120 mL /¥ 50* T0mL /T 20" 70 mL /¥ 20*

*MRP (Incl. of all taxes)
*Creative Visualisation
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J ‘Perpetrators aren’t aliens’

Director Anubhav Sinha on the making of 4ssi and why confronting
rape demands discomfort over easy answers

SPOTLIGHT | PAGE 4

Chef Sahil Menta on
French elegance

PANTON CHAIR
A symbol of Danish
excellence, this chair
with its cantilever form s
popular the world over

The Social

From powerful royal thrones to the reclining
chairs of Kerala, tracing the politics, history
and subversion of the seat in India

Shiny Varghese

HAT A king, a pope and

an artist say with their

chairsisasdistinctasitis

silent. Foremperor Shah

Jahan, the Peacock
Throne, with its elaborate ornamentation,
was away to tell his subjects that hisdivine
right brings him closer to heaven than earth
while Pope Francis replaced the opulent
papal throne with awooden chairto hintat
his pastoral duties to the faithful. Ghana
artist Ibrahim Mahama’s installation Par-
liament of Ghosts (showcased at the Kochi-
Mugziris Biennale 2026), that used jute bags
and repurposed chairs, told stories of con-
tinuity and resistance. In popular culture,
the Iron Throne in the Game of Thrones
seriesisacue of how power canbe aburden
and hold a violent past. Each of these
examples unpack stories of ourselves,
values, norms and conventions. The act of
sitting itself has been universal and time-
less since man walked the earth. And yet
the intent of the seat is different for people
across regions and cultures. Communica-
tion is embedded in the material, height
and appearance of a seat but often the
hidden layers surface only when we look
for it beyond forensic data.

In her book From the Frugal to the Or-
nate: Stories of the Seat
in India (Godrej &
Boyce, 2022), Benga-
luru-based designer
and researcher Sarita
Sundar writes about
her  grandfather’s
charukassela (reclining

OnMay 9, the
International Design
History Society will
hold asymposiumon

the worshipper is often sitting cross-legged
onamator cloth, asaconscious act of being
in sync with the earth. Thakkar observes
that the deity, however, is almost never
placed on the floor. There will be a low
wooden or ornate table to reinforce the
sense of honour.

Low seating is ubiquitous across India,
itsvariations depend entirely on region, cli-
mate and function. Be it a low seat (paatlo
or palakka), a bench (paat or bankdo), a
charpaiorabaithak.From palaces to mod-
ern-day homes, their uses are multiple and
quite often, they are easy to move around.

“These pieces are not just objects butin-
struments of social choreography. Who sits
on the floor, who on a paatlo, who on the
low stool with a backrest — each decision
quietly arranges relationships of deference,
care and authority within the domestic
space,” says Thakkar, who has co-authored
Sahaj: Vernacular Furniture of Gujarat
(CEPT University, 2018).

Low seating with backrests have been
associated with gurus and merchants for
many years. At the Hastashilpa Heritage
Village Museum in Manipal-Udupi, Karna-
taka, which preserves the architectural
heritage of traditional homes from differ-
ent parts of India, one can see a trader’s
home from the 1800s. With large windows
to pay daily wages to porters, the house has
several low-seating ar-
rangements for ease of
transaction. While the
traders sat upright on
the wooden squares
with backrests,
workers were on car-
pets or outside. “The

chair).in Kerala: “Ttwas ‘Craﬁi“g Furniturein hierarchy is subtle but
the dignity and lofti- | \ . clear: The back-sup-
ness with which my thC Global S()llth ported body is one of
grandfather assumed ; nen sors b engoce authority, the unsup-
his seat that drew me W her crescear Lhel S ported body listens,”
— and most of the vil- will talk about says Thakkar. It’s not
lage - to his side... It . . hard to imagine a
was astation of vantage colomal obgects, courtyard house in
and power... his rep- } . I o north India, where the
utation for astute ad- materia cconomics, charpai takes centre
yice saw villagers seek- labour and stage, with the matri-
ing his counsel often. . arch seated cross-
They were afforded evolutmnarv legged or with one leg

positions, determined
by their social stand-
ing... benches with
backs, benches with
stools or none at all.”
Her research for the book brought her to
serendipitous discoveries that kassera, the
Malayalam word for chair, takes its inspi-
ration from the Portuguese cadeira and
that naalkaalige, the Telugu or Tamil word
for chair, also means ‘four-legged one’.

The politics, history and subversion of
the seat have, in recent times, seen exhibi-
tions, symposiums and books dedicated to
it. There can never be a single narrative or
lens to view these ideas and to understand
them, we need to go back to the evolution
of sitting itself.

Rising Fromthe Floor

Jay Thakkar, professor, CEPT Univer-
sity, Ahmedabad, says, “The story of sitting
in the subcontinent begins at floor level
and slowly rises, layer by layer, into the
world of benches, stools and chairs. To fol-
low how people sat is to follow how they
understand the body, the divine, the com-
munity and their social hierarchy.”

It’s not uncommon in stone reliefs or
Company Style paintings (from the 18th
and 19th centuries) to see how seating sig-
nalled posture and function. For instance,
while a worker may be squatting on the
floor as he weaves a textile or shapes an ob-
ject, the client or the owner is usually seen
on a raised stool or mooda. If one were to
begin with the rituals of prayer, in a puja,

relationships of
people andiurniture

on the floor, hookah in
hand, watching the
helps and daughters-
in-law potter about.

While the paatlo or
the palakaa consolidates the individual,
the paat or patta (large raised wooden plat-
form) is about the collective. During his
field visits to Rajasthan, Thakkar would see
men gather around at a chowk, seated on a
paat, to play cards, hear speeches, hold in-
formal panchayat meetings or nap in the
afternoon. This seat, by its function blurred
thelines, becomingboth aliving room and
a community space for the village. Some-
times, several paats would be brought to-
gether for a wedding, transforming these
benches into a single continuous surface
on which an entire village could sit, eat,
watch and participate.

Many households would also have
gender and age diversification when it
came to seating. The eldest family member
usually got the charpai, while the next in
line got a chair with alower back, while the
youngest was usually given a dhurrie.
Thakkar calls it the diagram of age and sen-
iority rendered in wood, rope and cloth.

The Modern Chair

Then came the modern chair with the
British and the Portuguese, one with an as-
piration tag. It was seen in offices, restaur-
ants, clubs and elite homes by the early
1900s. “One sat on a kursi not simply to be
comfortable but toshow thatoneisnextin
line after the person on the charpai,” ob-

PLANTER’S CHAIR

This ubiquitous leisure
chair was a British favourite
for those who took their
repose seriously

EAMES LOUNGE CHAIR
What was born out of
necessity during WWIl is a
luxury icon with its “fits like
aglove’ seating comfort

CHAIR

collector’sitem

TAKEASEAT

COURTESY: HASHIM BDANI/HOSE OF MAHENDRA DOSHI

(Above) Acquired by the House of Mahendra Doshi in the later 1970s from an estate in Rajkot, Gujarat, these are restored
Indo-Saracenic his and her chairs, seen here in Mumbai

serves Thakkar.

The Planter’s Chair, seen as a mode of
leisure, was a British favourite, which came
with flexible fabric or cane. Cane chairs
were an antidote to brave the humid Indian
climate while the armchair and the dining
chairs made their appearance felt in high-
end restaurants across Bombay.

But even there, one saw differences in
theuse of wood. Dutch and Portuguese de-
signs towards Goa and beyond used rose-
wood while the British couldn’t get enough
of Burma teak and mahogany.

Abigail McGowan, professor, University
of Vermont, USA, in her essay ‘Unsettling
Chairs’ in Sundar’s book writes, “Even as
dining chairs brought men and women to
the table together side by side, armchairs
tended to isolate male bodies from the de-
mands of work and family alike.”

Advertisements from the late 1950s,
from a foam company in amagazine, shows
amanleisurely seated on a cushioned arm-
chair, reading a newspaper, with his dog at

his feet, while another ad for an air-condi-
tioner that says ‘Secret for better homes’, has
the manssitting comfortablyin an armchair
reading a book, while the woman is seated
upright, looking at a book together with
their child by her side. “Armchairs therefore
offered particular refuge to only specific
bodies, enshrining the power dynamics
within the household,” writes McGowan.
The world at the time was also seeing a
shift in approaches to design. Elaborate
carvingand padded armrests were making
way for the Art Decomovement of the 1930s
with their narrow seats and wooden arms.
Designer seating such as the Eames and
Barcelona chairs were on the bucket list of
the wealthy. As Indiabecame independent
and materials were available, companies
such as Godrej & Boyce and Army and Navy
stores in Bombay began producing stan-
dard furniture lines for homes and offices.
“Factory manufacturing made furniture
available and inexpensive for the larger
population. That’s the context in which Go-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

drejwas set up. And while industrial, assem-
bly line furniture can potentially cut
through the hierarchy of traditional seating,
today you can even order a chief executive’s
chair which is in some way different; it has
a higher back or softer cushioning. So, in
some ways, modern seating still continues
to facilitate hierarchy,” says Sundar.

Designers began experimenting with
materials from tubular frames to light-
weight polypropylene chairs, otherwise
called the Monobloc chair, those that could
be stacked and mass produced. Haven’t we
all seen them, at weddings, exhibitions,
public gatherings of every sort? We would
be lying if we say we don’t have at least one
of them in our homes, for the sheer movea-
bility and ease of comfort they provide.
They are available the world over in varying
designs and styles.

The History of Indian Chairs

However, besides the Chandigarh
Chair, designed in the 1950s by Pierre

CHANDIGARH

An administrator’s chair,
made when a new
Capital for Punjab was
being built,isnow a

Jeanneret and his team who built govern-
ment institutions and offices across Pun-
jab’s new Capital, India has little to boast
about in its furniture design, which has
little or no recall value internationally.

That’s why when Mumbai-based Chiki
Doshi and Anand Gandhi managingdirec-
tors, of the House of Mahendra Doshi, pur-
veyors of antiques and period furniture
since 1974, exhibited their restored pieces
in an exhibition called ‘A History of India
through Chairs’last month, they wanted to
testify to Indian craftsmanship and the
possibilities in material. “Large manufac-
turers are not investing in good designers,
we have a huge legacy of exemplary work
down the ages. In our exhibition, we show-
cased pieces from the early 19th century
and onward, which were designs by the
Dutch, the Portuguese, the French and the
British, each of them acquired from differ-
ent parts of India. But we will never know
the provenance, the name of the carpenter
or the designer. And today, with develop-
ment in wood and technology, there is a
huge scope in tapping the international
market,” says Doshi, who hasbeen with the
company for more than three decades.
“Nowadays, people in their 30s are taking
akeeninterestin period furniture. They are
house proud and are willing to make a con-
sciousinvestment in furniture of a particu-
lar era,” he says, adding that many of his
clients are from Delhi and north India.

“Good design is not unaffordable; rather
it can bring value and quality to a space,”
says Mumbai-based designer Ajay Shah.
But he cautions that in India, we need to
move beyond craft and make design devel-
opment integral to our work.

“The creation of making something
iconic is a lengthy process. It involves a
company’s vision, the passion of its
founder, committing to design, seeking
new materials and technologies and a sus-
tained effort over a long period of time,”
says Shah. His furniture line under Indus-
trial Playground has a specific aesthetic.
The forms, materials and colour propose a
lifestyle that’s less formal and conven-
tional, bringing flexibility and lightness
to spaces.

As anation, we seem to have come full
circle, from customising how our furniture
should look to where we place them. The
evolution of sitting in India, however, is not
linear. Shabnam Gupta, principal designet,
Orange Lane Studio, affirms that furniture
isa keeper of spacein ahome. It determines
comfort, function and direction. “At the en-
trance, it’s not uncommon for a client to
want statement chairs. These are not very
comfortable but they afford visual value.In
the TV room, they expect to have sunken
sofas or massage chairs. Theliving room is
usually more formal. Sometimes, clients
ask for a chair to face a particular direction
as per Vaastu to help their decision mak-
ing,” she says.

But then to subvert all these notions of
being civilised and sophisticated, Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s way of sitting in his ash-
rams was adisruption. He would choose to
siton the floor, be it to receive heads of state
or important dignitaries, making them
very uncomfortable in the process. It was
another weapon to undermine British
authority, as did his war against foreign
goods and violence, observes Sundar.

On May 9, the International Design His-
tory Society will hold a symposium on
‘Crafting Furniture in the Global South’
where among other researchers, Sundar
and academic Rachel Lee from TU Delft
will talk about the craft and production of
the Planter’s Chair.

Known as the charukassera in Kerala
and the aram kursiin Bengal, it has conno-
tations of colonial leisure. But even today,
it is not uncommon to visualise one’s
grandfather on such a chair, looking out
of the window or receiving guests at
the verandah.

Sowhen we say we ought to have a ‘seat
at the table’ or that we want the ‘best seat
in town’, let’s remember, every chair we sit
on comes loaded with the history, politics
and stories of its time.
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Common

Ground

InIndonesia: The Beautiful Archipelago,
retired diplomat Aftab Seth interprets
Indian interests through the prism of the host
country without being didactic

Mani Shankar Aiyar

THERE ARE two schools of diplomacy in the Indian Foreign
Service. In the first category are those who look upon their
assignments through narrow Indian perspectives, believing
that their prioritisation must be the promotion of Indian
views on issues of the moment with little regard for the set-
ting in which they preach.

The second category of diplomat comprises those who
immerse themselves in the local scene, wanting first to em-
pathetically understand the country of their assignment, its
interests, its constraints, its history, itslanguage(s) and its
culture(s). The plural isimportant for countries like Indone-
siawhose infinite diversity matches ours in terms of ethnic
diversity, linguistic pluralism, cultural manifestations and,
above all, religious orientation. In my view — aview that our
many transactional diplomats might not share —itisthe
second category that contributes the most to the subtle pro-
motion of Indian interests, particularly in difficult assign-
ments, for itinterprets these Indian interests through the
prism of the host country, without didactically lecturing the
resident citizens about the imperatives of the Indian view.

Unfortunately, those who do take an interest in their
countries of assignment are in a pitiful minority. The major-
ity of our diplomats are born pontificators with scarcely
hidden contempt for their interlocutors. This accounts for
our growing failures of diplomacy, particularly the satisfy-
ing notion that we are akind of vishwaguru who know better
than others what is good for them and for the world.

Ambassador Aftab Seth belongs to the eclectic second
category. Indeed, Iwould rate him the exemplar for the sec-
ond category, especially as he has an unusual ear for

languages and manages before his

term ends to master BhasaIndonesia

with the ease with which he speaks
- passable Vietnamese and outdoes
many aJapanese in his enunciation of
theirlanguage, so very different to
ours. I particularly cherish his
succeeding me at one remove as con-
sul-general in Karachi where we both
made innumerable friends and were
absorbed into all echelons of a differ-

IHNEONESEA

L

INDONESIA: THE

BEAUTIFUL ent but eerily similar ethos to our own.
ARCHIPELAGO Hislavishlyillustrated book on In-
AFTAB SETH donesiaisatribute as muchto ‘the
Birch Books, 2026 beautiful archipelago’ thatisIndone-
220 pages siaasitis proof of what canbe

3648 achieved by prioritising understand-
ing of the host country over
pompously propagating the ‘Indian’

THE IMAGES view — the preferred mode of diplo-
BRING macy of most of my former colleagues.
Itisthis self-identification with the
INDONESIA scenic and man-made wonders of the
ALIVE FOR Indonesian archipelago that accounts
THOSE WHO for the loving detail in which the archi-
HAVE NOT pelago’s natural bounties and human-
VISITED THE engineered miracles are both
described and illustrated.
ISSPI_RAEI\'IA DD SOUT For, the photographs and drawings

bring Indonesia alive for those like me
who have not had much of an oppor-
tunity of visiting the vast and spread-out islands that it is
made up of. Before you put the book down, Aftab acquaints
youwith its history from ancient times to the present, its
civilisational challenges and responses, the mannerin
which this 90 per cent Muslim nation (the most populous
Islamic nation in the world) has celebrated communal har-
mony, the oneness of humankind, the lessonseach can
learn from the other, and the mosaic that celebrates, and
doesnotdenigrate, the infinite variety of spiritual belief.

Of course, there is the downside of death and destruction
but that has more to dowith forced regime change than with
cultural and civic attitudes to religious harmony. As Aftab
leads you by the finger, as it were, from a gay, sophisticated,
fun-loving people to grave dungeons of death by massacre
but never missingabeat in being at one with the people of
his diplomatic remit, many of whom constitute the politi-
cal, literary and cultural elite but most of whom are
ordinary folk, always ready with a smile and heartwarming
hospitality in the bosom of one of nature’s wonders, Aftab
exemplifies what a dedicated diplomat can do, without
prejudice to his official duties as an envoy of his country, to
project Indian interests as similar, if not the same, as those
of his host country.

A Pahari painting depicting Krishna performing raas with gopis, as Radha sulks in the corner

INWHICH WAY LIES LIGHT?

In The Lady Who Carried the Monk Across the River, Pavan K Varma explores the tension between the
worldly and the spiritual with a lightness of touch

Karan Singh

AVAN K VARMA’S new book,

The Lady Who Carried the

Monk Acrossthe River,isagem.

Thetitle reverses the well-estab-

lished story that could, perhaps,
astonish readers unless they realise that the
river in the title is that which runs between,
thelife of worldly pleasures and thelife of the
spiritual aspirant.

The book consists of the dialogue be-
tween the great Guru Acharya Brihaspati
and hisstudent Kevala. They have a fascinat-
ing discussion for five days in which Brihas-
pati quotes scriptures and verse to proclaim
that the sanyasi’s life is superior to the
worldly life, while Kevala refutes this with
sharp arguments. Both sides of the debate
are so well presented as to be an education
in themselves. The eternal conflict between
the twodifferentlifestylesis well brought out
in this novel, as also the role of women, in-
cluding some fairly explicit descriptions of
sexual intercourse.

The teachings of Vedanta, as contained
in the Upanishads, are presented by Brihas-

pati. He alsoquoteslater texts regarding how
those taking the spiritual path should com-
pletely reject all worldly pleasures, particu-
larly any contact with women. The fact that
Kevala actually carries an unknown girl
across the river was reported to the guru as
beingagrave infringement ofastudent’sdis-
cipline, important though it may have been
in helpingthe girl whowaseagertogettothe
other bank. The whole dialogue revolves
around the clash of thisrigid tradition. Asthe
novel develops, the girl turns up again and
ultimately, it is she who convinces Kevalato
cross the river, as it were, and renounce his
vows asamonk. She brings out the sovereign
power of love that overcomes all lesser emo-
tions and finally triumphs.

Refuting Brihaspati’s contention that the
sanyasi’slife necessarily involves acomplete
recusal of sexual life, Kevala quotes the fa-
mous passage from the Brihadaranyaka Up-
anishad: “Justasaman, closely embraced by
hisloving wife, knows nothing without, no-
thingwithin, so does this person, closely em-
braced by the self that consists of wisdom,
knows nothingwithout, nothingwithin”. He
also asked whether there isnothing physical

THE LADY WHO
CARRIED THE
MONKACROSS
THERIVER

PAVAN K VARMA
Penguin India

160 pages

3499
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TATYASAHEB:
THESTORY OF A A FEW industries are inextricably linked
BOMBAY ¢, Mumbai's history, identity and its cur-
ENTREPRENEUR oyt tatus as the financial capital of the
TEJASWINE country, not the least of which are textiles,
APTE-RAHM  fiims and sugar. One man — native to the
WestlandBusiness ity born in 1875 to parents who moved
213 p;%eg there16 years after the inauguration of the

first train — grew from a clerk to a mogul
in the textile industry, went on to fund
some of the first films made in India and

setup one of the earliest sugar factories in
Maharashtra: Vaman Sridhar Apte. His
story, in many ways, is the story of Bom-
bay. Tejaswini Apte-Rahm’s Tatyasaheb:
The Story of a Bombay Entrepreneur, in
trying to piece together the former, paints
arich picture of the latter, too.

The motivation to write her great-
grandfather’s biography though came
from a much simpler instinct: wanting to
know where she came from. Who amongst
us has not wondered about those who
came before us? Apte-Rahm’s Tatyasaheb
is an attempt at precisely that — an exer-
ciseinunderstanding one’s heritage. With
extensive research, Apte sets out to explore
her ancestry, going back roughly five gen-
erations. Tracing the roots of her family
tree from a small village on the Konkan
coastall the way to pockets of Maharashtra
and Gujarat, Apte-Rahm has created a

in the desire between Shiva and Parvati or
Lakshmi and Vishnu or Krishnaand Radha.
To this, Brihaspati responds rather weakly,
claiming that such depictions are allegories
inmythology. Toillustrate thelarger truth of
the ‘interfaith’ between the Atman and Brah-
man, Kevala responds very sharply, “And, if
we admit of desire, would that nullify that
metaphysical truth? Why does it always have
tobe oneor the other, asif the acceptance of
the validity of desire is antithetical to spiri-
tualliberation? Krishna could be performing
the raas with the gopis with desire at one
level, and be transcendent of it at another.”
When Brihaspati tells Kevala to distin-
guish between momentary joy and eternal
bliss, Kevala responds, “True, master. But
cannot momentary joy be awindow to eter-
nal bliss? It may be passing, fleeting but for
the duration it lasts, does it not provide a
glimpse, a peek into the plenitude of that
eternal ecstasy ? After all, joy is a seamless
whole. The difference between the momen-
tary and the eternal does not diminish what
is common to both.” Surprisingly, although
Kevalaisjustanovice and Brihaspati, one of
the great masters of his time, it is Kevalawho

snapshot of a time, a family and a city.

In her exploration, there are pieces of
history that fall into place in the larger
puzzle of India’s story. In records of wills
of Apte’srelative, in decisions her family
made, readers get an intimate glance at
how family finances worked for many of
a similar background at the time — and
of how gender influenced choices, es-
pecially financial. They can glean from
Tatyasaheb’s interactions and business
decisions how the city and its people
worked and moved — how deals were
struck, relationships negotiated and the
economic ladder climbed.

One of the most interesting pieces of
the puzzle that Apte-Rahm uncovers,
though, is the relationship her great-
grandfather, a man in the textile industry,
shared with a promising director by the
name of Dadasaheb Phalke, today known

seems to emerge on top during this fascinat-
ingdialogue.

Varma is well known as a serious com-
mentator on culture, history and has also
authored animportant bookon India’s great-
est philosopher, Adi Shankaracharya. This
little novel presents the basic teachings of
Hinduism in amostattractive manner with-
out in any way rejecting worldly life. He de-
serves compliments for this new book,
which is a short but enlightening read.

The conflict between the inner and the
outer life, as portrayed between the sanyasi
and the grahasthi is a common one. To my
mind, the solution is not an either/or one,
rather it highlights the importance of main-
taining a powerful spiritual life along with
outer activities. In the Bhagavad Gita, Sri
Krishna does not advise Arjuna to become a
sanyasi but rather to fulfill his duties as a
dedication to the divinity that pervades the
universe. Thislittle novel represents both ar-
guments effectively and will be welcomed
not only for the story but for the teachings
that we can absorb while reading it.

The writer is a former Union minister

as the “father of Indian cinema”. In 1917,
Tatyabecame one of the first people toin-
vest in Phalke’s work. He set up the Hin-
dustan Film Company, which made over
100 films. Despite their strained working
relationship, Phalke and Tatya ended up
working on over 40 films together.
Apte-Rahm’s book is a treasure trove
of nuggetslike these. A “decade-long, in-
tensely personal” project, the bookis a bi-
ography of Tatya, a rich documentation
of a family line but it is also much more.
The curiosity and wonder Apte-Rahm
has with her history and with Tatya’s life
story, shine through. In the end, whether
she found answers to the larger philo-
sophical questions she set out to explore,
one cannot know. But in the process, for
herselfand her readers, she has created a
rewarding work.
SUKHMANI MALIK

The writer is a former Union minister.

Devyani Onial

A CLEVER little white-eye bird that
outwitted a crafty tomcat, a Manipuri cat
with yellow-green eyes. A little girl in Ku-
maon who transforms into a bird to escape
her mother’s unjust beatings and whose
plaintive cries protesting her innocence
still reverberate across the hills. A beauti-
ful waterfall in the Khasi Hills called the
Leap of Ka Likai after a young mother,
whose daughter was killed, jumped off
the precipice.

For along, long while, the Himalaya
have nestled stories and fables of people,
animals and spirits within its formidable
folds. Stories that have floated on the
mountain breeze, flowed down its spark-
ling streams and echoed among its rugged
ridges. Stretching over 2,900 km, the youn-
gest mountains in the world have pre-
served old stories and ancient traditions
that are as diverse as the region it spans.
The stories may vary but common themes
and images thread and connect the moun-
tain range, infusing them with a familiar
spirit. The folk tales from these mountains
are dotted with trees and flowers, riversand
ridges, birds and animals. Some have a

The Mountain Whisperers

Voices in the Wind travels across the Himalaya to bring stories that are as diverse as the region but are infused with a common spirit

moral, others carry a message, each is im-
bued with wisdom.

The oral tradition has ensured that the
stories are passed on from generation to
generation and in each retelling, some
things change while others remain the
same.What endures though is that com-
munity remains at the centre of these
tales. From the people who make up a
community to the spirits that connect the

pasttothe present, the collection of stories ~ VOICESIN
that make up Voices in the Wind: Folk THEWIND
tales, folklore and spirit stories from the EDITED BY
Himalaya, is almost an informal map to NAMITA

the mountains, its stories their signpost. GOKHALE,
Edited by author Namita Gokhale, whose MALASHRI LAL
works include Himalayan studies and Penguin India
mythologies, and Malashri Lal, a retired 336 pages
professor of English at Delhi University, 7999

the collection has contributions from over
thirty-five storytellers and scholars. Orig-
inal woodcut prints by the artist Nalinak-
shya Talukdar liven the collection.

The stories are distributed over four
sections: The Western Himalaya that in-
cludes Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh;
Central Himalaya that spreads over Hima-
chal Pradesh and Uttarakhand; Central-
Eastern Himalaya, from Bhutan, Sikkim

ABODEOF TALES
The Himalaya have, for long, nestled stories and fables of people, animals and spirits

and North Bengal; North-Eastern Hima-
laya, expanding from Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya to Mizoram,
Nagaland and Tripura.

Some of the stories from Voices in the
Wind may be familiar to some, while others
are not so well known outside their region
— tales of the Balti community are a case
in point. Partition in 1947 and the War in
1971 left families divided, the scars of which
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were imprinted on the community’sident-
ity, culture and language. Stories in this col-
lection, including Amo-Dalmo Ju: The
Story of an Ibex Mother, capture the vi-
brancy of the culture of Baltistan.
Occasionally folk tales may appear sim-
plistic with their uncomplicated plot lines
and the usual tropes of a creature turning
into a prince but the message they enunci-
ate isn’t. It’s the promise and power of

transformation that lies at its core. So, in
the spectacular isolated reaches of Ladakh,
the land of high passes that stands at a
crossroads of cultural and religious ex-
change, the story of the Snake Prince of La-
dakh is recounted by parents to their
children, gathered together on cold, winter
nights made warm by the transformative
power of love and hope.

From Himachal Pradesh and Uttarak-
hand in the Central Himalaya come rivet-
ing tales where the natural and the super-
natural meet and part. Women form an
integral part of these stories, either in their
human form or in the form of spirits.

Asold folklores acquire new layers and
meaning with the years, so does the pres-
ent rework the past. Fittingly, this collec-
tion presents a version for our times —an
Al one —using ChatGPT-3to present The
Wonder Child, a folk story. That perhaps
just goes to show that even in this rushed
and hurried era, there will always be time
forastory. Asreels and slides on Instagram
and social media take old folklores to new
mediums and audiences, the shapeshift-
ing creatures of our folk tales may change
form yet again, but they are in no hurry to
leave our storied world.
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‘Perpetrators arent aliens.

Director Anubhayv
Sinha on the making
of Assi, and why
confronting rape
demands discomfort
over easy answers

Anas Arif

THASDbeen nearly adecadesincethe
world saw a different side of Anub-
havSinhawith his courtroomdrama
Mulk (2018), which took on en-
trenched communalism head-on.
Since then, he has gone on to make films
such as Article 15 (2019), Thappad (2020),
Anek (2022) and Bheed (2023), each engag-
ing with the social and political anxieties of
our times. Across these years of balancing a
cinema of conscience, he may have arrived
atacreative equilibrium with hislatest, Assi.
A courtroom drama of sorts, the film deals
with the subject of rape with a starkness that
isunsettling, heavy-handed and urgent.
Inanexclusive interview with SCREEN,
Sinhatalks about artistic integrity, the film’s
box-office reception and whether it stands
as his most purest work to date. Excerpts:

The scene exploring the psyche of the
accused’s parents is a conversation
between Supriya Pathak and Manoj
Pahwa. Her line — aboutbuilding the
house brick by brick and protecting
hersondespite being unhappyinthe
marriage — was deeply nuanced.

It’s the same logic of a good husband in
Thappad. The idea was that you cannot
otherise ‘them’, they’re one of us. The mo-
mentyou treat the perpetrators as aliens, you
shrugoff your own responsibility. Sotheidea
was to see them as one of the families we
know. That’swhere that boy came from. And
it'sa woman who builds the house brick by
brick. After a point, it ceases to matter
whether she is in love or not. It becomes a
possession, a responsibility. That’s the sole
anchor she has, the home she hasbuilt. And
that won’t crumble, even if the cost is this
high. That was the idea of the scene.

Like always, you’ve assembled a solid
ensemble with Naseeruddin Shah,
Seema Pahwa and Supriya Pathak for
afewscenes. What’s the trick you use
togetthemtosay ‘yes’?

Naseer bhai was cast before we started
shooting but Seema ji and Supriya ji were
cast five days before the scene wastobe shot.
Gaurav Solanki (screenwriter) is with me on
set almost 100 per cent of the days. We keep
talking about the scenes coming up, if we
want todo something with the dialogue, how
the filmhasbeen shot so farand whetherwe
need to tweak it. We were working on this
scene, and initially we were going to cast
somebody else. But we kept tweaking it, and
it became denser than we had envisaged.

That’s when we asked, “‘Who do we get?’

I don’t know how, but Supriya ji’s face
cameinto my head.Ijust called her. We were
in Delhi and she was in Bombay. She said,
‘When do we have to do it?’ I said, ‘In three
days later.” In half an hour, she called back
and said, ‘Done, I'll be there.” So she came,
shot the scene during the day and left that
same night. They allow me the audacity to
goand askthemtodoascene. And 'm grate-
ful. So there is no trick.

It’s refreshing to see adeeply
empathetic manlike Vinay (Zeeshan
Ayyub) on screen, so present and
giving as a partner, and responding to
the trauma with real maturity.

The chat Zeeshan and I had was that his
character hasalready dealt with the tragedy
in his head. The moment when he gets the
call saying his wife was found and in the hos-
pitalisn’tin the film butithashappened. He
put the phone down, imagining the worst.

The direction to Zeeshan was: “‘What
would you do if your wife met with an acci-
dent and lost her left leg? But she’s still the
same person you love, are married to, share
a child with and will spend your life
with. That’s how Vinay sees it.’

That’s why Zeeshan appears Y

sounperturbed, which was TR
always a risk, because
people might feel he’s not
reacting enough tosuch a
grave situation. But we ¢,
took that chance. '

The film has a multi-
faceted take on

rape and also
investigates
theideaof
vigilante
justice
through

Passing on the
leline magic

Resident director Matt Krzan and musical supervisor Peter
McCarthy on carrying forward the magic of Cats

Alaka Sahani

SINCEIT first opened in London in 1981, An-
drew Lloyd Webber’s much-loved produc-
tion Cats continues to travel across conti-
nents, finding new audiences. Ahead of its
Mumbai run, scheduled for June 17 to 28 at
the Nita Mukesh Ambani Cultural Centre
(NMACC), resident director Matt Krzan and
musical supervisor Peter McCarthy, who are
leading the team entrusted with carrying this
legacy forward, share that their responsibil-
ities are as much about preservation of the

formed in 10 different contracts of Cats
around theworld. Krzan, whose firstjob after
he left college 22 years ago was with the pro-
duction of Cats, recalls, “I was originally a
swing, which means you cover many parts
and go on stage when people are sick or in-
jured. I played Macavity during the Italian
tour and Munkustrap at the London Palla-
dium. Then, I became dance captain on the
UK and international tour and resident direc-
tor on the South Korean tour.”

Similarly, McCarthy’s association with
Catsstarted longagowhen he worked onthe

original production as it is . . original London production
about reinvention. We'renot (rving  atwhatwas then the New
Cats, which is based on London Theatre. In 2018, it
the 1939 poetry collection, tocreatea carbon was renamed as the Gillian
Qld Possum’s Book ofPrqc— CoOpy ol what has  LynneTheatreinhonourof
tical Cats by TS Eliot, is a . b ; Lynne, who choreographed
sung-through musical, with gone clore. Cats and many other
music by Webber. The sto obal hits.
unfoldsscl)ver one extraorc{is-l EaCh new cast ¢ The current responsibil-
ynghtbenteldide. hringssomething  BaveKmmopony
cats — gather for their an- ()f thcmsclvcs to and experience to a brand-
nual ball. Under the watch- h ‘h ) new castof Cats. “The musi-
ful eye of their wise leader the show cal is so popular across gen-

Old Deuteronomy, one cat
is chosen to ascend to the Heaviside Layet,
which isthefeline version of heaven, and be
reborn into a new life. Among the tribe are
the mischievous Rum Tum Tugger, the con-
juring Mr Mistoffelees, the scheming Macav-
ity, and Grizabella, the once-glamorous cat
who longs for acceptance.

ForKrzan, the current production of Cats
isdeeply personal. Overthelasttwodecades,
the London-based theatre artiste has per-

erations. The immersive
nature oftheshowand the transportationinto
anewworldisappealingtochildren. Theath-
leticism of the choreography and the in-
credible singing throughout the show makes
itvery popularwith all ages. The overall mess-
ageoftheshow ofacceptance and forgiveness
isuniversal,” he says.
Asthe show’s musical supervisor, McCar-
thy’sjobistoensure the highest musical stan-
dardsand safeguard Webber’sscore. “Weare

THE BURDEN
OFTRUTH

A still from Assi;
(below) Anubhav
Sinha

SPREADING
THEIR
WHISKERS
(Clockwise from
above) A scene
from Cats; musical
supervisor Peter
McCarthy;
resident director
Matt Krzan

Kumud Mishra’s character, something
our films tend to perpetuate.

When we were writing the film, we spoke
toalot of people, casually, in offices, among
students. We asked: What should be done
with these rapists? And without blinking an
eye, peoplesaid they should bekilled. That’s
exactly the idea the film does not want to
subscribe to. But you can’t avoid dealing with
it. Youneed torecognise that thisisnot asol-
ution. That’s why that character was created.

We knew we were treading a difficult
path, that people might feel he is an outsider
tothestory. Butwe felt we had toinclude him
to confront this instinctive response. So we
wrote him carefully, minimally. Also, in our
minds, this was not a film about Parima
(Kani Kusruti); it was a film about rape. We
were trying to present a 360-degree view of
theissue.

The film can feel heavy-handed at
times, even preachy. Were you
concerned about the tonal balance?
I’'ve been accused of that before but you
have to understand that I live in India and
it’s probably the most diverse country, in

When we were writing the
film, we spoke to alot of
people, casually, in offices,
among students. We asked:
What should be done with
these rapists? And without
blinking an eye, pecople said
they should be killed. That's
exactly theidea the film does

not want to subscribe to

never trying to merely create a carbon copy
of whathasgonebefore. Each new castbrings
something of themselves to the show, and
stylesand tastes change over the years. So, as
acreativeteamwe are tryingtobringout the
bestinour current cast while honouringwhat
the original creators of the show wanted.
Even as the show evolves, we retain its orig-
inal magic,” he says.

Talking about how Krzan has worked
with the castand choreographer, he says, “We
worked really hard toteach the cast theentire
show. Thismeansteachingtheintricate chor-
eography, with every single step having a
meaning. We did alot of work on finding the
catwithin the performers.”

Theyreoneofus’

terms of literacy levels, responseslevelsand
understanding. So from a purist standpoint,
itcanfeel alittle heavy-handed.It’s difficult
for an Indian filmmaker to make a film like
this with artistic integrity while also trying
to reach a wider audience. That’s where
these faultlines show up. But at this pointin
my career, Iwould rather talk to more people
than just the converted. If I were making a
film purely for the converted, Iwouldn’tjust
remove certain threads from this film to
make it more palatable, I would make a fun-
damentally different film, which I'll make
intimesto come.

You once popularly spoke about
adding ‘cheese’ to your storytelling to
make it more palatable, but this feels
like your most uncompromised film.

I think so too. It has the least ‘cheese, so
tosay (laughs).

This year saw two female-led films on
crimes against women, Mardaani 3
and Assi. Both had lukewarm
commercial receptions. Though they
are different films, do you feel the
space for such stories is shrinking?

If'sunfairtolookatitlike that. Mardaani
3isafilmwith Rani Muketji, whohasalegacy
of 25-28 years of being loved. And the film
itselfis more palatable in nature; it hasahero.
Assi doesn’t. And Taapsee doesn’t yet have
that kind of legacy. But if you look at it from
thebrighter side, around 10 to 12 1akh people
have gone tosee the film in theatres. To give
you perspective: a packed IPL stadium has
about 50,000 people. Sowe're talking about
an audience equivalent to 20 such matches
going to watch the film in theatres.

Buttoday, when we talk about box office,
you have films like Dhurandhar. Ten crore
people went to watch it. So the perspective
is naturally skewed, and rightfully so. But I
thinkit’s time trade analysts, journalists and
even audiences start looking at films differ-
ently. I was never aiming for Rs 60 crores.
didn’t even expect Article 15to do Rs 65
crores. That was asurprise. Inthat sense, it’s
actually quite calming to know that 12 lakh
people cameto theatrestowatch a film that
isso dark and depressing.

In another scene, Vinay tells his son,
playing with a toy gun, that it can
takelives. In the end, the child
witnesses a public shooting. It feels
like a powerful bookend.

The popular heroworldwide, in cinema
and in life, is often the one who fires the
most bullets, the one we stand up and ap-
plaud. We admire the guns, the spectacle.
When conflicts like the Iran war break out,
we start talking about the specifics of am-
munition. But we have stopped talking
about the dead. So when we choose our he-
roes, we should also look at what they did
and how they did it. That’s why Gandhi re-
mains a hero even after 80 years, because
even when it seemed completely imprac-
tical, he kept speaking about non-violence,
and he still became the hero. SoIlook at he-
roes differently. And yes, that ending is
about the cycle of violence, and hence the
vigilante in the film.

Krzanis fascinated with the show’s abil-
ity to transport the audience into a different
world, to make then believe that the per-
formersare cats. “The Jellicle ball is 14 min-
utes of pure dance. The opening number of
the show, Jellicle Songs for Jellicle Cats, isthe
best opening number in amusical ever and
the hardest for an actor to perform."

McCarthy, too, findsJellicle Songs for Jel-
licle Cats, where the audience is introduced
toall the members of the cast, most fascinat-
ing. “It'sdemandingon every possible level -
—musically, it’s difficult to sing with a lot of
complicated harmonies. That part, itsamaz-
ingchoreography demandsstamina. Yet, the
whole thing must also look effortless. When
stamina builds and harmonies soat, it’s also
enormously exciting,” McCarthy says.

The biggest challenge with a show that
has such a long history and is so loved, be-
lieves McCarthy, is to find a way of keeping
the new production fresh while stillbeing the
show that was created 45 years ago. “While
we have an energetic and talented cast, it’sa
real joy to find that new fresh version of the
show,” he says.
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The Onscreen
Glow-Up

As VFEX increasingly becomes
indispensablein Indian cinema,
experts weigh in on the changing
face of filmmaking, navigating
budget constraints and finding
the realin the unreal

Alia Bhattin
VasanBala“‘s
Jigra
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Anas Arif

EARLIER, YOU could almost discount VFX and still
have a complete film. But now, it has become a funda-
mental part of storytelling,” says Arpan Gaglani,
founder and managing director of one of the industry’s
prominent VFX and animation studios, philmCGI.
They have worked on several major films and series,
most recently on both parts of Aditya Dhar’s Dhurand-
har (2025). Explaining the job of a VEX supervisor, he
says, “We create elements that aren’t visible on set, that
don’t even exist in the real world. We create them, en-
abling the director’s vision, helping them to build new
worlds — from Pandora in Avatar (2009), or recreating
a specific era like we did in Jubilee (2023).”

Even as visual effects have transformed filmmak-
ing over the past few years, budget constraints remain
achallenge; the reason why Indian films struggle to
match the scale of Western productions. “Low budget
is a standard reality in our industry. But what really
makes a difference is when we have complete involve-
ment from the beginning. When the VFX supervisor,
art director, director and director of photography
come together early on, everybody knows what we
have to work with,” says Anand Bhanushali, founder
and managing director at philmCGI. “It then becomes
a coordinated effort. For instance, we might decide not
to build an entire set physically and instead extend it
through VFX,” he adds.

Gaglani recalls that an efficient coordination be-
tween departments helped them “create an entire
‘make-believe’ Singapore” for Alia Bhatt-starrer Jigra,
instead of shooting in the country, which would have
cost much more. Gaglani recalls, “We needed a loca-
tion large enough for cars to move and for us to build
sets. We scouted across Mumbai and found a suitable
location in Kandivali. That became the base where we

1d truct th
AMERICAN ownshin®
COMPANIES HAVE Large-scale action set
A STRONG pieces, however, come with
DISCIPLINE IN the rigks of l?ging hazardous.
PLACE, WITH Blast 1nterﬁ31t1es, Il?;)r
instance, have to be
STORYBOARDING & controlled and timing, direc-
'IFEE_GPESBHBRBEK tion, positions have to be
planned well in advance. “ In
|S DONE BEFORE the Dhurandhar trailer,
THEFILM GOESON  Ranveer Singh walks with a
THE FLOOR. IF blast behind him. Those are
small, controlled real blasts.
-I-rll-El’Ig-ll-; I\SNIEOC!' A‘ ﬁ WED The idea is not to create the
’ full effect on set, but to cap-
MAKE THAT ture some basic interaction,
KIND OF CINEMA like how the light from the
IN INDIA blast falls and how it feels

visually. Even this is done
within strict safety parameters, ensuring there’s no
risk to anyone.”

With growing chatter around VFX, especially
amid the rise of A, both Gaglani and Bhanushali
view it as a tool that can streamline workflows, but
never replace creativity. Pushing back against the
perception that everything today is shot against
green or blue screens, Gaglani says, “People who are-
n’t familiar with filmmaking often don’t realise that
good filmmakers will always prefer to work with real
elements wherever possible. It’s not just about the
director, the actors also benefit from it, as it gives
them an authentic experience to perform with. That
said, there are sequences that require shooting on a
chroma (green screen) floor, simply because what’s
needed either doesn’t exist or isn’t feasible.”

He adds, “I strongly prefer to retain a majority of
real, live-action elements. For example, in Jubilee, I
avoided anything that was fully CG. My approach is
usually to keep around 60-70 per cent live-action and
then enhance the rest through VFX.”

Addressing the elephant in the room about why,
despite significant spending and effort, Indian films
often struggle to match the visual scale of Hollywood
tentpoles like Avatar or the Marvel Studios slate, Gag-
lani points to process as much as capability. “We
often collaborate with American companies, where
there’s a strong discipline in place, especially when it
comes to storyboarding and pre-production. A lot of
groundwork is done before the film even goes on
floors. If that level of discipline is followed, where the
process is structured, thorough and precise, I believe
we can make that kind of cinema here as well.”
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AGAINSTTHE CLOCK
A still from The Devil Wears Prada 2

The Devil Wears
Boundaries

With the release of The Devil Wears Prada 2,
a look at how young professionals challenge
the culture of overwork, pushing for
flexibility and a life beyond the office

AnusreeKC

THE WORK culture at Runway magazine set up early onin
The Devil Wears Prada (2006) says everything about a cer-
tain kind of work culture. Andy Sachs, fresh-faced and hope-
lessly underdressed for the magazine, picks up aringing
phone at midnight. Her boyfriend’s birthday dinner barely
over, she scrambles across Manhattan toretrieve a
manuscript from Miranda Priestly’s townhouse. She doesn’t
askwhy. She doesn’t say no. Shejust goes.

With The Devil Wears Prada 2 now in cinemas, the sequel
catchesup with Andy Sachs 20 years on —no longer the hap-
less assistant scrambling across Manhattan at midnight but
an editor navigating a workplace that has, quietly and com-
pletely, changed the rules. As she steps backinto Runway,
she seesthe changes firsthand, when Mirandais struggling
toput her coatinthe closet. Andyis surprised and amused.
Her own assistant, Jin Chao at one point, inthe middle ofa
crisis, slips out to get something to eat. “What is happening
with this generation?” Andy mutters to Nigel Kipling. It gets
alaugh. Itis also, depending on which side of 30 you are on,
either a genuine question or avery obvious answetr.

Take for instance, Goa-based Yash Day, 23, atechnical
executive in design at amanufacturing plan. He was barely
three monthsinto thisjob and he has a before-and-after
story. Earlier, he worked as an apprentice at a production
company, where he rotated across three factory shifts with
barely a Sunday to rest. “Work-life balance was zero,” he
says. With his previousjob, he had lost weight, his hair was
falling out, he had acidity because of erratic shifts and meal
times. Did he push back? “Who would listen to us? We were
just apprentices,” says Yash.

Sound familiar? It should. Andy, circa 2006, also had no
time to breathe. The difference is that, for awhile, she con-
vinced herselfit was worth it. Yash did not. He left.

Athiscurrentjob, the managersthemselves are Gen Z.
Yash reveals there is no chasing emails after work hours. He

adds, “Once you punch out for the

THIS SHIFT AT day, 12101}11 justleave.If there’s extra )
’ work, there’s compensatory time off.”

\IQVE(,)’-\T_IEYlil\Ié (BUT Azaan Khan, 22, was an HR trainee

inthe hospitality industry. He says,
GENZATALL. “My official hours were 9 amto 6 pm,
IT'S ABOUT but most daysit stretched till 9 pm.”
WHAT OFFICES What made it harder was the lack of
ARE FINALLY recognition. “There was no overtime,
BEINGASKEDTO  hoextrapay,evenwhenweworked,”
BECOME — says Goa-based Azaan. What he says

ismore nuanced than simple refusal,
PLACES WHERE “GenZiswillingtoworkhard and
PEOPLE WORK, make sacrificesbut only if the work is
AND THEN GO valid and worth it.”
HOME. WHERE Shania Rodrigues, 24, a marketing
‘THAT'S ALL’ executive workingin the publishing

and retail industry in Goa, hasbeen
MEANS THE there for eight months and has
MEETINGIS already developed what shecallsa
OVER AND OUT

fairly clear philosophy. “Work s
replaceable — but your time, energy,
and life outside of it are not,” she says, “I genuinely believe
work should only be one part of life, not the majority of
it.”Her current work situation is also notideal by her own
standards. Even thoughit’sa9-6job, some days end at 9.30
pmwithout any overtime. There have also been WhatsApp
messages from colleagues at 9 pm, well into her personal
time, which she considers sacrosanct. She adds, “I've
started setting boundaries, by not responding unlessit’s ur-
gent and waiting until the next workday.” What she wants, is
not special treatment. Itis fairness.

Ajayan*, 22, spent 10 months as a reporter for a digital
mediain Chennai before taking a step back. He stumbled
into the field out of curiosity rather than calling. But what
burned him out was not the work in itself but everything
surrounding it —arrivingin a new city with no support sys-
tem, to find his own space, friends with a different schedule
than his own whom he could only meet once a month.
There were no editorial restrictions or hierarchy that he
faced at his workplace, none of the Miranda Priestly
theatrics. Yet he found himself coming in, on off days, not
because he was told to, but because that’s what he believed
good work required. “Ididn’t take my breaks when I should
have...Iwaswiped out by the end of three months.” He adds
thatthisis more a conditioning and systemic issue. “I think
we are conditioned to not see breaks as a necessity... When
you get to work, you realise, your breaks are whenever an
authority figure decides your breakis.”

Savio Vaz, 30, asenior project engineer in Hyderabad, in
the oil and gas industry who works closely with more than
20 Gen Zcolleagues, ison the other end of the desk. “They
are generally quicker to log off and prioritise fitness, mental
well-being, and social life, which is a positive shift. It reflects
ahealthier mindset, recognising that personal well-beingis
justasimportant as professional commitments,” he says.
Some of his colleagues don’t even have work apps on their
personal phones.

He finds this, mostly, refreshing. However, there is only
one smaller complication, he admits, “They often question
or bypass standard proceduresif they find them inefficient.
ButIdobelieve asthey gain more experience in handling
team dynamics and real-world pressures, their impact will
only become stronger.” It is, as far as assessments go, fair.

That’s the thing about this shift. Itisn’t really about Gen
Z,notentirely. It’'s about what offices are being asked to be-
come: places where people work, and then go home. Where
“that’s all” means the meetingis over and out.

*Name changed on request

Heena Khandelwal

HEREIS agym where the profes-

ional kitchen was first set up

when Paris My Love launched

from his home in Shivalik, near

Panchsheel Park in Delhi, just

before the pandemic. This tells you some-

thing about Sahil Mehta — the pastry chef

you may know from social media, patiently

trying to teach you how to pronounce crois-

sant and mille-feuille correctly before we

must “celebrate the refinement of French

delicacies” and “respect the elegance of lan-
guage with every syllable”.

The owner of one of Delhi’s leading patis-
series, with clientele ranging from topindus-
trialists to politicians to actors, is equally in-
vested in fitness and dessert, which sounds
like a contradiction until you spend an after-
noon with him. Four mornings a week of
weight training, twice a week of Muay Thai,
an hour each session with a personal trainer
and five slipped discs from years of heavy
training have not slowed him. “IfIdon’t work
out,” he says, “I get very cranky.”

Although he feeds us his signature
almond croissants, a silken, mousse-like
basque cheesecake, mille-feuille and a pis-
tachio tart, what he decides to cook for him-
self — and for this piece — is something
that’s miles away from this dessert spread:
100 grams of steamed rice, 200 grams of
marinated chicken breast, with veggies like
edamame, snow peas and bell peppers.

“I can’t live without sugar,” he says, as if
confessing. “The only reason I train so in-
tensely is because I need two cups of coffee
every day and with that, something sweet —
a pastry, a cookie.” He follows intermittent
fasting, 18 to 20 hours daily, eating within a
four- to six-hour window. This is his main
meal for the day. day.

Growingupin Delhi

Mehtagrewupin Delhiuntilhewas13, at
which point his parents divorced, hismother
remarried and moved to Paris. His father
stayed. The arrangement was clear: every
summer and winter vacation, he cameback
tovisit. And so he grew up between twocities,
two kitchens, two entirely different ideas of
what eating could mean.

In Delhi, hisschool canteen sold samosas
and aloo patty burgers. In Paris, lunch had
the structure of aseven-course meal —salad,
entree, main, cheese, yoghurt, dessertand a
break for chocolate or coffee. “It was a big,
big change. That’s where my liking for food
really developed.” His mother, a business-
woman, would host regularly — food nights,
ghazal nights, folk nights. There was also a
steady rhythm of Delhi’s Indian diplomatic
community gathering and eating in Paris.
Mehta would manage the bar, set the tables
and, most importantly, observe.

When school ended, he saw a notice
about culinary trainingand signed up. Atthe
back of his mind was Bollywood. He had
grown up watching Hindi films and he har-
boured a quiet dream that there was some
acting in him. But he never had the courage
tosay so.So hejoined Santos Dumont, a culi-
naryschoolin Franceinstead, arrivingonthe
firstdayinabrown leatherjacket, tornjeans,
long hair, a stud in his ear. His dean looked
at him and was surprised he had gotten
through. “Itold him thatIam going to India
to meet my father and he said when you re-
turn, make sure that the hair is shorter, the
earrings are off and we wear trousers here,
notjeans,” laughs Mehta.

He became, unexpectedly in his own
words, an excellent student. The internships

CHEF AT HOME: SAHIL MEHTA

The Adventure of

being Me

Meet Sahil Mehta, who once dreamed of acting and now
helms Paris My Love, in Delhi, with top industrialists,
politicians and actors as his clients
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that followed were at Le Bristol, the Ritz,
Hotel Baltimore, UNESCO, the
Travellers Club at the Champs-Ely-
sées, wheremembersincluded Jean , #
Paul Gaultier and Dior designers /|
and governmentministers. French |
culinary training in that era, he|
shares, was unsparing. “Intern- | .
shipswere hard. Wewould beasked ', %
to do push-ups for messing up a b N

)

recipe, not10 or15but till our chest or \i 5

arms would hurt. Sometimes chefs

would literally boxus. Wewouldbequizzed,

and ifwe gotan answer wrong, a knife might
come flying our way or they would Kkick us
with their steel-toe shoes. ButI'mglad it hap-
pened, that’swhat made me,” he says.

Four years later, in the year 2000, when
he graduated, his mother was ready to send
him to Cornell or Lausanne for a master’sin
hospitality. Instead, hetold her he wanted to
g0 to Mumbai to be an actor. Her response,
delivered before she walked out of the room,
was: “If your nana were alive, he would have
shot you.”

Abad French cake that changed
his course

He came anyway, onvacation, in2000. A
photographer spotted him in South Exten-
sion, offered a photoshoot, and within weeks
he had ads for Atlas Cycles, Kama Sutra’scap-
sule range and Femina. “I thought my life
was set, | am the next Shah Rukh Khan.” He
refused togobackwhen the vacation ended.
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He did an acting course, a Doordarshan
seriesand aZee TV serial. “Then Istarted
losing my hair, which wasn’t quite the
trend.” He never made it to Mumbai.
Instead, he opened a small takeaway
kitchen in GK2in 2003 called Sahil’s
Kitchen, which served Indian food,
./ which he admits he knew little
& [ about. It did well for a year-and-a-
& half then plateaued. He tried exports.
Lost money in the recession.
The turn came in 2007. He went to a
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MANY HATS,
MANY PLACES
Sahil Mehta at
home in Delhi
where he lays out
almond croissants,
amousse-like
basque
cheesecake, mille-
feuilleand a
pistachio tart

for his then girlfriend; the hotel had just
launched a French patisserie. He bought
what they called aFrench cake, butwhenhe
tasted it, itwasadisappointment. “That mo-
ment changed everything. I realised some-
thing was missing in the city.”

Hedecided togobacktoParistostudy at
Lenotre School of Culinary Arts. Hismother
wasbaffled, hisstepfather asked himto give
them one good reason tosupport him. Mehta
spent three months visiting every bakery in
Delhi and then called his mother and step-
father: “You have been diplomats here, over
a hundred embassies, where are the crois-
sants? You get a bread roll in the name of a
croissant.” That argument worked. In 2008,
he went back to France and completed a
crash master’s at Leno6tre, which he describes
as the Harvard of bakery schools.

He returned, found French investors
wanting to open a tearoom, and redirected
them toward a bakery. “That became

RECIPEFORSAHIL MEHTA'S
HEALTHYLUNCH

Ingredients: 200 g chicken breast; Greek yo-
gurt - 30 g; Tikka masala - Y2 tsp; garlic - 4
cloves; ginger - aquarter of aninch; edamame
-50g; redand yellow bell peppers-100g;
snow peas - 50 g; steamed rice - 100 g; butter;
black pepper to taste

METHOD

MARINATE the chicken with Greek yogurt,
tikka masala, and finely chopped ginger-garlic
paste. Letit rest overnight.

THENEXT day, cook the chickeninapanin
about 15 g butter with garlic and black pepper
for 8-10 minutes, until fully cooked.

AT THE same time, grease another pan with
butter, add one clove of finely chopped garlic
and sauté the edamame, snow peas, and bell
peppers for 2-3 minutes, keeping them
slightly crunchy.

FINALLY, MIX the rice with the cooked
chicken and vegetables.

L'Opéra.Ijoined as project manager, was pro-
moted, and left after almost two years.” A
partnership followed, then solo consulting
—the Oberoi, The Imperial, the Hyatt, Bika-
nervala, Hot Breads & More. Dessert tables
forthe Ambanis, the Bachchans, the Reddys,
Nagarjuna. “Wewould create full displays —
macaron tarts, sculpted breads, hot choc-
olate stations. Very French. Very new for
India in 2010-11.”

In2019, hiswife Surbhi Mehta suggested
turning a spare room into a bakery. He
agreed, on one condition — the best equip-
ment, thebestingredients. Then COVID hit.
The team went home. He slipped into rou-
tine until his mother nudged him back. “We
started small — croissants, quiches, cookies,
cakesunder Paris My Love, which we had al-
ready registered. Word of mouth spread.”
Soon, they moved intoa2,200sq ft facility in
Saidulajab, Saket.

It’s about 2 pm at his house in Shivalik,
near Panchsheel Park, and Mehta needs to
finish eating his food in the four-hour win-
dow. Backin thekitchen, he measuresevery-
thing, Fifteen grams of butter, precisely. The
chicken, marinated overnight in Greek yo-
ghurt, tikka masala, and ginger-garlic, is
cooked for 10 minutes. In another pan, very
little butter, one clove of garlic, the vegetables
sautéed and kept deliberately crunchy. The
rice goesin last.

He eats in the living room, surrounded
by antique paintings and sculpture his
motherhascollected over years. The conver-
sation turns to quality — French essence,
Valrhona chocolate, Mahabaleshwar straw-
berries, vanillabeans from Madagascar, Irani
pistachio, etc.

He pours his second coffee. A few min-
utes later, cuts himself a slice of basque
cheesecake. A smile crosses his face. It is for
this, perhaps, that he trains so hard: so that
the croissant or the slice of cake, when it
comes, is entirely earned.

Five contemporary artists take the idea of home to the Venice Biennale, translating India’s history through material and mythology

VandanaKalra

INSIDE A medieval warehouse at the his-
toric Arsenale —located along the Venetian
lagoon — one of the walls holds an oval
form of earth and resin with cracked sur-
faces that appear fragile and primordial.
The fissured terrain emerges from artist
Alwar Balasubramaniam’s lived environ-
ment, away from the urban bustle, in Tamil
Nadu’s Tirunelveli. The intricate patterns
themselves are the result of an intensive
process that evolved over four-five months
under his vigilance and reflects his preoc-
cupation with the relationship between
man and nature. Atthe Arsenale, it also ap-
pearsto establishes adialogue between the
historic warehouse, elemental materiality
and the notion of home as it represents
India at its National Pavilion for the
61st edition of the Venice Biennale, which
opens on May 9.

Presented by the Ministry of Culture and
curated by Amin Jaffer, curator and director
of Al Thani Collection, the pavilion marks
India’s third official participationin the over
130-year biennale history, and its first since
2019. It brings together five contemporary
artists from across the country, working
with diverse mediums and artistic ap-
proaches, all uniting under Jaffer’s
evocative theme, “Geographies of Distance:
Remembering Home” that ponders the
very idea of home. “The pavilion explores
home not asa fixed physicallocation but as
an emotional space carried within the self,
arepository of culture, personal mythology
and emotion. Using materials associated
closely with Indian civilisation, the chosen
artists create a singular meditation on the
fragile nature of home, which is both per-
sonal and universal, quiet and resolute,”
states Jaffer. He notes how the project also
respondsto thebiennale’slarger theme this
year, “In Minor Keys” conceived by the late
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curator Koyo Kouoh.

Soif Balasubramaniam has worked with
natural elements for his two works, Drift
and Not Just For Us, artist Asim Wagqif has
used bamboo, a material he has engaged
with for over three decades. Winner of the
National Award at Lalit Kala Akademi’s
64th National Exhibition, Skarma Sonam
Tashiwill be presenting an installation that
is informed by the landscape and cultural
ecology of Ladakh, and uses materials such
as clay, cardboard and papier-maché to re-
flect on themes of fragility, impermanence
and transformation in contemporary times.

In Sumakshi Singh’s installation, she
takes forward her earlier work 33 Link Road,
where she had recreated her grandparents’
now demolished Delhi home in delicate
thread and embroidery that gave the struc-
ture fluidity often not associated with rigid
concrete structures. Deeply embedded
within Indian civilisational history, the ma-
teriality also moves beyond the personal
into the historical, intertwining memory,

ALWAR BALASUBRAMANIAM AND TALWAR GALLERY, NEW YORK | NEW DELHI

-;I'l B9

BEYOND THE
FOUR WALLS
Works by (above
left) Alwar Bala-
subramaniam;
Ranjani Shettar at
the Venice
Biennalethat
openson

May 9

RANJANISHETTAR AND TALWAR GALLERY, NEW YORK |NEW DELHI

architecture and cultural inheritance.

Balasubramanian notes how the veryidea
of home expands through his works. “The
earth from my studio representsadirect con-
tact with me, but it has potential to make
viewers to see and reflect or remember their
home,” he states.

Ranjani Shettar’s work, titled Under the
Same Sky, develops from her long engage-
ment with natural materials and organic
forms. Referencingvaried topographies, the
dense installation in handwoven cotton fab-
ric, lacquer and steel is composed of more
than 50 suspended elements that respond
notonlytoshiftinglight and shadow, but also
the movement of viewers who can walk
through theimmersive environment. “There
isavisual harmony. It’s like a piece of music
where the eyes can trace the ups and downs
.’ says Shettar, describing how the final com-
position has evolved through improvisation
and subtle adjustments. Home, she adds, is
also a state of mind, where one feels a sense
of belonging and ease.

AT VENICE, BEYOND
THEINDIA PAVILION

THE CENTRAL exhibition “In Minor
Keys” includes works by Sohrab Hura
and artist duo Hylozoic/Desires (Himali
Singh Soin and David Soin Tappeser).

KNMA will present Nalini Malani’s

“Of Woman Born” at Magazzini del Sale.
The 67-channel animation and sounds-
cape will transform the venueinto a
constantly shifting “thought chamber”
onwomen, myth and global conflict.

ARCHIVIO DI STATO is showing Day-
anita Singh’s “Archivio”. Curated by
Andrea Anastasio, the exhibitionis a
tribute to both the Italian archives she
has photographed over the past dec-
ade and her own archive of images
madein Italy over the last 25 years.

PINAULT COLLECTION is presenting
Amar Kanwar’s “Co-Travellers” at
Palazzo Grassi. Curated by Palazzo
Grassi, it features two key multimedia
installations: The Torn First Pages and
The Peacock’s Graveyard.

PARESH MAITY will be exhibiting his
sculpture Equilibrium at Marinaressa
Gardens. Presented by Art Alive Gal-
lery, the geometric brass structure em-
bodies both strength and refinement.

POOJA SINGHAL, founder of atelier
Pichvai Tradition & Beyond, will present
“FromIndia, to Venice” at Palazzo Bar-
baro. The exhibition will include temple
maps and works that draw from Vene-
tian painter Giovanni Antonio Canal.
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