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Happening
today

®CYPRUS PRESIDENT Nikos
Christodoulides, who began
his three-day visit to India Wed-
nesday, is set to hold bilateral
talks with Prime Minister Naren-
draModi.

®WITHKERALA'S newly
elected MLAs swornin by

pro tem Speaker G Sudhakaran,
the Assembly is set to recon-
vene to elect the Speaker.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Pulwama attack
mastermind
Burhan Hamza
killedin PoK

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 21

ARJUMAND GULZAR, alias
Burhan Hamza, a designated
terrorist and the key master-
mind behind the 2019 Pul-
wama terror attack on a CRPF
convoy, has been shot dead by
unidentified gunmen in Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir (PoK),
officials said here on Thursday.

Hamza, who was operating
under heavy ISI-vetted secur-
ity, was ambushed in Muzaffa-
rabad. He was critically injured
and airlifted to the Combined
Military Hospital (CMH) in Ra-
walpindi, where he succumbed
tohisinjuries, the officials said.

The assailants managed to
flee the scene before local se-
curity forces could intervene,
they added.

Originally from Khar in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Pul-
wamadistrict, Hamza wasonce
associated with Al Badr, moved
to Al Baraq, and maintained a
close alliance with Pakistan’s
espionage agency, the ISI, after
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TAKES STOCK AT MARATHON MEETING OF COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Explore alternative energy sources,
PM tells Govtamid West Asia crisis

Supply chains hit, Govt asks

Says implement reforms with vigour,
Viksit Bharat 2047 is a commitment

Vikas Pathak, Harikishan
Sharma & Liz Mathew
New Delhi, May 21

WITH THE crisis in West Asia
and the blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz straining energy
supplies, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi Thursday urged
the Council of Ministers to ur-
gently explore alternative
energy sources, including a
push for biogas as a substitute
for LPG cooking gas.

The directive came as Modi

addressed a three-and-a-half-
hour ministerial meeting
shortly after returning from a
tour of the UAE and four Euro-
pean nations where the conflict
in West Asia and its fallout
ranked high in the discussions.

The Prime Minister also
called upon his government to
implement reforms with vig-
our, underlining that Viksit
Bharat 2047 was not merely a
promise but a commitment,
and stressed the need to focus
on the future rather than past

INSTAACCOUNT MAY BEBLOCKED TOO
In ‘cockroach party’

handle, Govt sees a
national security
threat, asks X to block

Official claims IB

flagged concerns,
growing traction

among young

Soumyarendra Barik
& Saikat Kumar Bose
New Delhi, May 21

THE X handle of ‘Cockroach
Janta Party’, a satirical account
opened after Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant’s remarks
about those who “attack the sys-
tem”, was withheld Thursday
following a direction from the
Centre in the wake of inputs
from the Intelligence Bureau (IB)
that raised “national security
concerns,” asenior government
official told The Indian Express.

The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology
(MeitY) asked X towithhold the
account under Section 69 (A) of
the Information Technology
Act, 2000, the official said, ad-
ding that the input to do so
came from the IB.

“MeitY received an input
from the IB to block the X ac-
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COCKROACHJANTA
PARTY SHOWS PEOPLE
FRUSTRATED WITH
GOVT:THAROOR

count of Cockroach Janta Party,
citing that it posed a threat to
the sovereignty of India. The IB
believed that the account was
posting inflammatory content
through its account, which
could have jeopardised the
country’s national security.”
the official said on condition of
anonymity since such blocking
orders are issued under a con-
fidential framework. “In par-
ticular, the concern stemmed
from the fact that the account’s
content was gaining traction
among young people.”
Section 69 (A) of the In-
formation Technology Actem-
powers the Central govern-
ment to restrict public accessto
information in the interest of
sovereignty, security, public
order or preventingincitement
to offences.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Wangchuk to take partin Ladakh
talks today: Apex Body Leh to Govt

Basharaat Masood
Srinagar, May 21

WITH TALKS between the
Centre and representatives
from Ladakh scheduled for Fri-
day, the Apex Body Leh (ABL)
hasinformed the Centre that cli-
mate activist Sonam Wangchuk
will be part of its delegation.
This is the first time that
Wangchuk, who was released
after six months of preventive
detention under the National
Security Act (NSA) in March,
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would be part of the dialogue
process.

Source said that the ABL has
informed the Centre through La-
dakh Chief Secretary Ashish
Kundrathat the Leh bodywill be
represented by three members
— CheringDorjay Lakrook, who
is president of the Ladakh Bud-
dhist Association (LBA) and co-
chairman of the ABL; Dorjay
Stanzin, president of the Ladakh
Gonpa Association; and Wang-
chuk, an ABL member.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

PM Narendra Modi arrives in
New Delhi after concluding his
five-nation visit, Thursday. ani

complacencies or regrets.
At the meeting, where key
ministries made presentations
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,

industry if local production
of 200 petro items possible

RaviDutta Mishra
& Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, May 21

THE DEPARTMENT for Pro-
motion of Industry and Inter-
nal Trade (DPIIT), in a meeting
with the petrochemical indus-
try, has asked them to “urgently
respond” on the scope to in-
digenise the production of over
200 highly import-dependent
petrochemical items, The In-

dian Express has learnt.

These items cumulatively
account for annual imports
worth over $50 billion and the
missive from the DPIIT, issued
Wednesday, comes amid the
West Asia crisis that has caused
price and supply related chal-
lenges for the industry.

Most petrochemicals listed
by the DPIIT are intermediate
products that are used in

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Red Cross workers transport people who died of Ebola in Rwampara, DRC. ap

Ebola watch: Govt defers Africa &
big cat summiits, alerts airports

Divya A & Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, May 21

WITH THE World Health Or-
ganization declaring a new
Ebola outbreak in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo
and Uganda “a public health
emergency of international
concern”, the government
Thursday issued an advisory
for travellers from “high risk
countries” entering India. It
also announced the postpone-
ment of the India-Africa Forum
Summit and the first Interna-

THE WORLD raceu

EBOLA CENTREIN
CONGOTORCHED
AS ANGER OVER
OUTBREAKRISES

tional Big Cat Alliance Summit
which were to be held in New
Delhi in the coming weeks.
Inajoint statement with the
African Union, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said that

PLAN TO BIFURCATE MINISTRY

On Govttable: A separate deptin
Urban Affairs Ministry only for Delhi

Dept may include Central Vista
project, NCR, with own Secretary

Damini Nath & Jatin Anand
New Delhi, May 21

THE CENTREis considering di-
viding the Union Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) into two departments,
with one focusing solely on

Delhi and the National Capital
Region (NCR), The Indian Ex-
presshaslearnt. Accordingtothe
proposed move, each depart-
mentwill have itsown Secretary.
Currently, the ministry
functionsunder one Secretary,
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

after consultations on the “evol-
ving health situation in parts of
Africa”, the two sides agreed “it
would be advisable to convene
the Fourth India-Africa Forum
Summit at a later date”.

“New dates for the Summit
and its associated meetings will
be finalised through mutual
consultations and communi-
cated in due course,” the state-
ment said.

India was slated to host the
Fourth India-Africa Forum
Summit (TAFS-IV) on May 28-31

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPLAINED

Past precedent

In March 1995, the Ministry of
Urban Affairs & Employment
was split into two departm-
ents — Department of Urban
Development & Department
of Urban Employment & Pov-
erty Alleviation.

NAGPUR, PATNA, PUNE, VADODARA

"NEARLY 25 LAKH APPEALS FILED |
Until mid-May, only
6,000 pleas cleared by
Bengal SIR tribunals,
4,000 back onrolls

Of total disposals, 27% or 1,777, were
from Kolkata North & Kolkata South

12 tribunals, 17 districts

:.Appealsflled |24 98,931 |
Appeals disposed of| 6,581 _
: % of disposal | 0.26 |
| Appeals accepted - 4,043 |
: Appeals rejected | 1,267 |

NOTE: DATAUNTIL MAY 14

A tribunal for SIR adjudication
in Kolkata’s Joka. EXPRESS FILE

Damini Nath
New Delhi, May 21

SET UP on March 20 in the run-
up to the West Bengal elections,
12 of the 19 Supreme Court-
ordered Appellate Tribunals dis-
posed of 6,581 appeals out of
24.98 lakh filed — 0.26% —
against decisions of judicial of-
ficers during the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, The Indian Express
haslearnt.

Until May 14, the 12 tribu-

nals, covering 17 of the state’s 23
districts, accepted 4,043 ap-
peals and rejected 1,267, accord-
ing to official data accessed by
The Indian Express. These ap-
peals include both those filed
by citizens whose names were
deleted from the rolls and those
filed by the Election Commis-
sion againstinclusions ordered
by the judicial officers.

While the data does not
mention the status of the re-
maining 1,271 appeals, EC

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Vande Mataram
singing compulsory
for madrasa students,
says Bengal govt order

Opp says wrong to force it on minority
institutions; BJP defends decision

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, May 21

THE WEST Bengal government
has made it mandatory for
madrasastudentstosing Vande
Mataram during morning As-
sembly prayers. The order
dated May 19 came into force
with immediate effect and was
issued a week after the govern-
ment made the singing of six
stanzas of the national song
mandatory in all schools under
the Department of Education.
“Tam directed to order that
in supersession of all previous
orders and practices, singing of
Vande Mataram during assem-
bly prayers, prior to the com-
mencement of classes, is
hereby made mandatory in all
Madrasahs [Govt. Model Mad-
rasahs (English Medium)/Rec-
ognized Govt. Aided Madra-
sahs /Approved MSKs /

POLITICS racEs

BENGAL GOVT:NO
DIRECT, INDIRECT
COMMUNICATION
WITH PRESS

Unaided Madrasahs) under the
Minority Affairsand Madrasah
Education Department, across
the State of West Bengal, with
immediate effect,” reads the
order (MSKs are Madhyamik
Shiksha Kendras, or Secondary
Education centres, while SSKs
are Shishu Shiksha Kendras or
community-managed primary
educational institutions).

The debate around the na-
tional song got reignited earlier
this year after the BJP-led Cen-
tral government in February is-
sued adirective mandating the

Approved SSKs / Recognized »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
INSIDE
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.o AFTER JUMPING PAROLE, HEMANT MODI LIVED IN PATAN UNTIL 2015, CHANGED HIS NAME TO TWINKLE MUKUND DAVE; BY 2017, HE WAS IN MUMBAI AND AS ‘SPANDAN MODI’ GOT SUPPORTING ACTOR ROLES

Gujarat murder convict who dld ﬁlms Wlth Big B, Aamlr Mohanlal held after 12 yrs

Brendan Dabhi
Ahmedabad, May 21

HE WAS convicted of murder
in 2008, and six years later, he

Mohanlal — and also Aamir
Khan, Ranveer Singh, Aditya
Roy Kapur, and Sara Ali Khan.
And then, his luck ran out.
Real-life caught up, cutting

jumped parole and vanished. short his dream reel life.

For a decade or more, He- On Thursday, the Detection
mant Nagindas Purshottamdas  of Crime Branch (DCB) of Ahme-
Modi hid in plain dabad City Police
sight, seemingly not | PAGE1 swooped on premises
recognised by any- | anchor nearthe city’s Gheek-

one — including the
millions who watched him in
several big-budget films, as well
as plays and web series.

On the big screen, Hemant
Modi appeared alongside super-
stars Amitabh Bachchan and

anta Metro Station.

There, they found Hemant

Modi, fugitive fromjustice since

2014 — known in his current

world as Spandan Modi, 54-
year-old actor.

This is his story, according

to police.

On August 27, 2008, He-
mant Modi, his brother Sachin,
and five others were convicted
of the murder of one Narendra
alias Nano Yashwant Kamble.
The murder took place on June
15,2005.

The trial court sentenced all
accused to life imprisonment.
Hemant Modi was first incar-
cerated in Sabarmati Central
Jail and then transferred to
Mehsana Jail. There, he be-
came Prisoner Number 31146.

Six years into his sentence,
on July 25, 2014, Gujarat High
Court gave Hemant Modi 30

Hemant Nagindas Purshottamdas Modi (right) was sentenced to
life for a 2005 murder; ‘Spandan Modi’, Hemant’s new avatar.

days’ parole. Prisoner Number
31146 walked out of jail — never
to return.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

The other six individuals
who were convicted with him
completed their sentences, and

have since been rehabilitated in
society, Police Inspector PM
Dhakhada, Investigation Of-
ficer (I0) of the case, said.

After jumping parole, He-
mant Modilived in Patan district
for a year, until 2015. He then
changed his name to Twinkle
Mukund Dave, and moved to
Ahmedabad. Hetookupajobin
a private company, and accom-
modation asapayingguest. And
then, he decided that his life
needed some drama.

He began with the stage,
making his way into the theatre
scene. He seems to have made
fairly rapid progress — by 2017,

New Delhi

he had landed in Mumbai, and
had started to land himself
small roles as a supporting
actor in Bollywood. ‘Spandan
Modi’ had arrived.

According to police, He-
mant Modi, alias Spandan,
acted alongside Amitabh Bach-
chan and Aamir Khan in Yash
RajFilms’ “Thugs of Hindostan’
(2018), alongside Ranveer
Singh and Boman Irani in Div-
yang Thakkar’s Jayeshbhai
Jordaar’ (2022), and alongside
Aditya Roy Kapur and Sara Ali
Khan in Anurag Basu’s
‘Metro...in dino’in 2025.

He also worked in the Mo-

hanlal starrer ‘L2: Empuraan’
(2025), and in the upcoming
films ‘Lahore 1947’ starring
Sunny Deol, and “Tu Hai Meri
Kiran’ starring Sonakshi Sinha.
Police said Hemant Modi
also acted in about 20 Gujarati
films, the web series “Taskaree’
starring Emraan Hashmi, two
Hindi and four Gujarati serials,
and 17 Gujarati plays including
‘Yugpurush’and ‘Gandhi Vi-
ruddh Godse’.In 2025, however,
Hemant Modi returned to live
in Ahmedabad, where he was
nabbed after someone finally
recognised him.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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EMBRACING PEACE: Maoists after their surrender before police
under ‘Operation Navjeevan’, in Ranchi on Thursday. pri

27 Maoists surrender
in Jharkhand; cops say
hunt on for last active
Politburo member

Shubham Tigga
Ranchi, May 21

ATOTAL of 27 Maoists allegedly
linked to the banned outfit’slast
active Politburo member Misir
Besra surrendered before the
Jharkhand Police Thursday -
the largest such masssurrender
in the state’s history. The Jhark-
hand Police said that the sur-
render is being carried out
under ‘Operation Navjeevan’,
launched as part of the state
government’s surrender and re-
habilitation policy for Maoist
cadres. However, senior Maoist
leader and politburo member
Besra was not part of the sur-
render, with police saying ef-
forts areunderway to trace him.
Police said the surrendered
cadresinclude top commanders
and members associated with
the teams of Besra, alias Sagar Ji,
and Asim Mandal, active in the
Kolhan and Saranda regions.
Among those surrendering on
Thursday are six Special Zonal
Committee Members (SZCM),
six Area Committee Members
(ACM), and 13 squad members
ofthe banned CPI (Maoist). Two
cadres of the Jharkhand Jan
Mukti Parishad, a Maoist group
activein Gumla, are also surren-
dering. The cadres surrendered
with 17 weapons and nearly
3,000 rounds of ammunition.
Officials claimed the Maoists
had extensive knowledge of the
remote forest and hilly terrain of
Kolhan and Saranda and had
been activein West Singhbhum
and adjoining districts.
CRPFIG Saket Kumar Singh
said they will continue to work
relentlessly. “ITwould like to say
on this occasion that our work
is still not over. The main team
of Mishir Besra, a Central Com-
mittee member carrying a re-
ward of Rs1crore, is still outside
ourreach,” hesaid, adding that
according to the information
they had received, the number
of cadres left with him has now
come down to single digits.
“The main team has split
into two parts. Around 8-10

cadres are still with Mishir
Besra, and a similar number
were with Asim Mandal, whose
group was involved in an en-
counter with us the other day,”
he said. “Earlier, this unit used
to operate under a combined
command structure, but that
command has now broken
down completely.”

Security forces said that the
group has disintegrated, and
several members have fled sep-
arately — three cadres are with
Ravi Sardar, four others have es-
caped elsewhere, and another
four are with Shaluka Kaim.
Singh said. “Twould like to men-
tion that before this, duringour
Rutagutu operation on April 27,
we had surrounded the entire
group for nearly four to five
days. Ultimately, taking advan-
tage of the dense forest, they
managed to escape. But after
the Rutagutu operation, the en-
tire team got scattered and dis-
persed in different directions.”

The Jharkhand Police said
anti-Maoist operations are
being jointly conducted by the
state police, CRPF’s CoBRA bat-
talions, and Jharkhand Jaguar
forces. Police said that continu-
ous operations, internal exploi-
tation within Maoist organisa-
tions and increasing security
pressure have pushed several
cadres to return to the main-
stream. Police datastates that so
far in 2026, 44 Maoists have
been arrested, 29 have surren-
dered, and 22 havebeenkilled in
encounters across Jharkhand.

Officials said that 21 new Ad-
vanced Camp Locations (ACLSs)
and Forward Operating Bases
(FOBs) have been established in
the Saranda region to
strengthen security presencein
Maoist-affected areas. Police ap-
pealed to the remaining Maoist
cadres to give up violence and
avail benefits under the Jhark-
hand government’s surrender
and rehabilitation policy.

Jharkhand DGP Tadasha
Mishra called it a “memorable
day for Jharkhand and Jhark-
hand Police”.

Headless torsoin UP:
16-year-old ‘killed’ by
family over relationship

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, May 21

THE MYSTERY behind the
headless torso and limbs found
stuffed in abagon a trainata
Lucknow railway station has
been solved —thevictimwasa
16-year-old girl, allegedly mur-
dered by her family after shere-
fused to end her relationship
with a man. The Government
Railway Police has arrested her
48-year-old father along with
two relatives for allegedly Kkill-
ing herin an “honour” crime.
The shocking discovery was
made on May 16, on the Chha-
pra-Gomti Nagar Express that
travels from Bihar to Lucknow
via Gorakhpur. Once passengers
had deboarded the train, the
railway staff started a routine
checkofthe compartmentsand
found a trunk and a bag near a
washroom in a sleeper coach.
Those arrested include the girl’s
father, an e-rickshaw drivet, his
elder sister (victim’s aunt) and
herhusband (53, victim’s uncle),
SP (Railways) Rohit Mishrasaid.
Police said the accused killed
the girl with a gadasa, a sharp-
edged agricultural weapon, at
their Kushinagar home, dis-
membered the body and stuffed
the parts in a bag and a steel
trunk. They went to the railway
station, boarded the train arriv-
ingfrom Chhapra, and dumped
the trunk and bag near the
washroom inside a sleeper

coach. The accused admitted
that they thought abandoning
the body parts on a train would
make it difficult for police to
identify the victim, police said.
“We are searching for the
victim’s head. The accused had
claimed they threw it into a
pond; we conducted a search,
but could notrecoverit,” Mishra
said, adding that during the
probe, they examined CCTV
footage from railway stations
where the train had halted. “At
Kushinagar station, we spotted
people placingatrunkand abag
inside the train. A team was sent
totheareatotracethoseseenin
the footage. With the help of
local residents, police later
identified the victim’s father.”
The officer said that the father
has admitted to the crime. “We
will seek police remand of the
accused for questioning, and to
recover the head,” Mishra said.
The father claimed that his
twoelder daughtershad married
men they were in relationships
with —something he deeply re-
sented. “When he discovered
that his third daughter was also
involved in a relationship, he
had asked herto cuttieswith the
man, but she refused,” a police
officersaid. An argumentbroke
out between the duo on May 16
after the father allegedly saw the
16-year-old speaking to the
man. “As the argument esca-
lated... the father picked upaga-
dasa and killed her on the spot.”

onreforms, Modi spoke on ease
of living, and made clear that
new initiatives or reforms
should not trouble or harass
citizens. The purpose of all re-
forms should be to ease the
lives of citizens, he is learnt to
have told the ministers.

The ministries of External
Affairs, Agriculture, Forest,
Road Transport, Corporate Af-
fairs, Labour, Commerce and
Power made presentations
about the initiatives they have
undertaken. The Cabinet Sec-
retary and the Niti Aayog vice
chairperson also made presen-

tations on reforms.

The meeting began with
External Affairs Minister S Jai-
shaknar’s brief presentation
on Modi’s five-nation tour,
highlighting the outcomes.
Thereafter, senior officials
from the ministries made pres-
entations. A source said re-
forms undertaken in the last
two years were highlighted.
The focus was on reforms,
necessary for ease of living, the
source said.

Itislearnt that the ministers
were also apprised about the
performance of ministries and

a)ply chains hit

packaging, construction, auto-
motive, agricultural, textile and
paints. Itemslike PVC, polyethy-
lene (LDPE, LLDPE), polypropy-
lene, polystyrene, ABS are the
backbone of packaging films,
pipes, containers and consumer
goods. Any supply disruption of
these items directly hits FMCG,
construction and e-commerce
packaging.

Thelistofitemsalsoincludes
high-value imports ranging
from phosphoric acid, am-
monia, aceticacid, toluene used
in agriculture, food production,
and industrial manufacturing,
plastics and resins such as poly-
propylene, polycarbonates and
propylene copolymers that go
into the production of automo-
tive components, packaging
materials, and medical devices.

While the Indian industry
and consumers have been
relatively shielded by theimpact
of the West Asia crisis due tothe
low-cost inventory, the closure
ofthe Strait of Hormuzis deplet-
ing the inventory and a more
pronounced impact across the
industry may be felt if the crisis
continues.

Ajay Srivastava, former trade
officer and founder of think tank
GTRI, said that out of the total
importsinthe petrochemicalin-
dustry that is worth $56 billion,

Pulwama

an acrimonious exit from the
outfit. He was declared a desig-
nated terrorist under UAPA for
his involvement in orchestrat-
ing the February 14, 2019, sui-
cideterror attack conducted by
Pakistan-based terrorist organ-
isation Jaish-e-Mohammad, on
a CRPF convoy in Pulwama,
which killed 40 personnel.

In retaliation, the Indian se-
curity forcesran an intelligence-
led operation led by IAF jets in

E_bola

in New Delhi in collaboration
with the African Union Com-
mission, bringing together
leaders from across the African
continent to strengthen the
India-Africa partnership, and lay
out aroadmap for deeper coop-
eration across diverse sectors.
Thetwosides, the statement
said, “reaffirmed the importance
of continued cooperation in
strengthening public health pre-
paredness and response capac-
ities across the continent, in-
cluding through support to
Africa CDC and relevant na-
tional institutions”.
“Indiareaffirmed itssolidar-
ity with the peoples and Govern-
ments of Africaand expressed its
readinessto contribute to Africa
CDC-led efforts aimed at ad-
dressing the evolving health
situation...” it stated.
Meanwhile, the first Interna-
tional Big Cat Alliance (IBCA)
Summit, scheduled tobeheldin
New Delhi on June 1-2, has also
been postponed. The summit
was being held in conjunction
with IAFS-IV as several African
countries host big cats.
“Following the decision,

only alimited set of sectors show
meaningful domestic export ca-
pability, while alarge number of
productlinesremain heavily im-
port-dependent with negligible
exports.

Thelist of items suggests that
India’simport substitution strat-
egy cannot rely onasingle policy
instrument, such astariffs or PLI
schemes. Different categories
require very different policy re-
sponses depending on the level
of existing domestic capability,
scale gaps, technology intensity
and supply-chain dependence,
Srivastava said.

A query mailed by The In-
dian Expressto DPIIT did not eli-
citaresponse.

The GTRI’s analysis of the
data showed that imported
items of value over $500 million,
such as phosphoric acid, poly-
propylene, gold compounds,
polycarbonates, suspension
grade PVC, resin, India’s most
strategically vulnerable product
categories, are extremely high
imports with almost no do-
mestic capability. Such depend-
ence may expose India to exter-
nal supply-chain shocks,
geopolitical risks and long-term
trade imbalances, he said.

Items such as PVC pipes,
polycarbonates (roofingsheets),
epoxy resins (coatings, adhes-

the early hours of February 26,
2019, striking the biggest train-
ing camp of JeM in Balakot.

Hamza, who also had an
alias, Doctor, was currently liv-
ing in Cheela Bandi, a densely
populated neighbourhood on
the outskirts of Muzaffarabad,
with security details of eight
commandos, a bullet-resistant
vehicle, and an escort vehicle,
indicating state-level protec-
tion and operational impor-
tance, sources said.

The security cover was given
to him after he allegedly made
a fabricated attack on himself

taken in consultation with the
chairpersons of the African
Union and the African Union
Commission, to convene the
India-AfricaForum Summitata
later date, it has been decided
that the First IBCA Summit, too,
will be convened at a later date
in order to ensure broad and ac-
tive participation from all range
countries, including African
countries,” the Environment
Ministrysaid inastatement. The
new dates will be announced in
due course, it said.

This came the day the Direc-
torate General of Health Services
issued an advisory on Ebola for
travellers from “high risk coun-
tries” entering Indian ports and
airports. Passengers travelling
from or transiting through the
DRC, Uganda and South Sudan
and experiencing symptoms
such as fever, weakness or fa-
tigue, headache, muscle pain,
vomiting, diarrhoea, unex-
plained bleeding and sore throat
have been asked to report to air-
port health officer or health desk
before immigration. As per the
advisory, any person with a his-
tory of direct contact with blood
or body fluids of a person con-
firmed or suspected to have
Ebolashouldreach outtohealth
authorities at the port of entry.

Vande Mataram

full six-stanza recital of Vande
Mataram at official functionsto
commemorate the song's 150th
anniversary.

The order comes in the
wake of the new BJP govern-
ment’s recent steps that have
brought about a sense of dis-
quiet in the state’s minority
community. On May 13, the
government announced a strict
imposition of the state’s Animal
Slaughter Control Act, 1950,
spreading confusion in cattle
markets ahead of Bakr-i-Eid.
The new norms mean only an

animal aged 14 years and above
can be slaughtered legally, and
that the animal must have a
joint certificate issued by the
head of a municipality or pan-
chayat samiti and a govern-
ment veterinary surgeon de-
claring it “fit for slaughter”. The
order has affected both Hindu
and Muslim cattle traders.

On May 18, the Suvendu Ad-
hikari-led Cabinet decided to
discontinue from June1all the
assistance schemesbased on re-
ligious classification that are
run by the Information and Cul-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

departments on variousindica-
tors including disposal of files
and public grievances. The top
five and bottom five ministries
oneach indicator were ranked,
itislearnt.

The NDA-3 government is
set to complete two years in
power on June 9.

In his remarks, the Prime
Ministerislearnt to have reiter-
ated his governance mantra of
‘reform, perform, transform
and inform’. He asked the min-
isters and top officials to work
towards a developed India by
2047.

ives), and MDI/polyurethanes
(insulation foam) are primarily
used in housing, commercial
real estate, and government
infra projects. Similarly, MDI,
polyurethanes, carbon blacks
(tyrefiller), engineering plastics
(polyamide/nylon), and isocy-
anates go into vehicle interiors,
tyres and bumpers.

Some of these items are also
key raw materials for fertiliser
and urea production. These in-
cluded phosphoricacid, usedin
fertiliser production and an-
hydrous ammonia, a feedstock
forurea. Itemslike PET (tereph-
thalic acid), acrylic fibres (acry-
lonitrile), nylon-6/6,6 (polya-
mide), and vinyl acetate areused
in the garment and technical
textilesindustry. Similarly, Butyl
acrylate, methyl methacrylate,
epoxy resins, toluene, xylene,
and ethylene glycol feed the dec-
orative and industrial coatings
value chain.

Ajay Joshi, achemical sector
expert, said most of these items
are crude oil and natural gas de-
rivatives and faced supply chain
disruption due to West Asia cri-
sis. While thedrive toindigenise
chemical productionistheright
ambition, it faces a structural
gap, Joshi said. “You can’tlocal-
ise manufacturing when the
feedstockitselfisimported. Over
85% of our crude oil is shipped
in, and most chemicals we aim
to produce domestically are ul-
timately petroleum derivatives.”

somewhere between January
and February 2025, they said.
He worked closely with Fa-
rooq Qureshi, a former Al
Baraqg commander whose
name has repeatedly surfaced
in dossiers linked to narcotics
trafficking, counterfeit cur-
rency rackets, arms smuggling
and cross-border militant op-
erations in the Kashmir Valley.
Hamza maintained close
ties with Pakistan’s ISI, par-
ticularly with an officer ident-
ified as Col Rizwan, suggesting
deeper intelligence ties and
protection, they said.

Gujarat
convict

“Hemant Modi had devel-
oped aninterest in acting while
in college. We have learnt that
he may have studied journal-
ism as well. However, he was
practising as a junior lawyer
and, according to his brother
Sachin, had also passed a gov-
ernment exam when the
murder took place.” Inspector
Dhakhada said.

Police zeroed in on the fugi-
tive after getting some “confi-
dential information”, Dhak-
hada said. “Hemant Modi had
cut ties with his family, di-
vorced his wife, and left his
friends. He had near zero digi-
tal presence, and he was not on
social media,” he said.

“However, it appears that
after he came backto Ahmeda-
bad, someone recognised him,
leading to the tip to the police.
We detained him and com-
pared his characteristics and
features to descriptions from
the prison, which matched
exactly. He ultimately con-
fessed to his actual identity,”
Dhakhada said.

ture Department and the Mi-
nority Affairs and Madrasa
Education Department.
Sources said schemes providing
allowances to imams, muez-
zins, and purohits, which the
Mamata Banerjee government
had introduced, and scholar-
ships for minority students
would be among those affected.

At the same meeting, the
Cabinet decided to cancel the
existing OBC reservation list
with immediate effect, revising
reservation percentages for the
backward classes in jobs and
government posts and abolish-
ing sub-categories. With this, the
government reversed the TMC
government’s move to include

sources in Kolkata and Delhi
have said that some of the ap-
peals were filed by those who
had been included in the rolls
through supplementary lists
published before the polls,
which meant their appeals did
not require action.

Ofthetotal disposals, 27%, or
1,777, were from Kolkata North
and Kolkata South districts,
handled by the tribunal of re-
tired Calcutta High Court Chief
Justice TSSivagnanam, whore-
signed on May 7, and later cited
personal reasons. A total of
51,234 appeals remain pending
in the two districts.

The two districts with the
highest number of appeals and
deletions, Murshidabad and
Malda, had just over 100 dis-
posalseach as of May 14. Murshi-

dabad, with 6,29,392 appeals,
had 112 disposed; Malda, with
5,26,215 appeals, had 185. Across
the 12 tribunals, 98 appellants
appeared in online mode and 21
in offline mode.

ECsourcessay total disposals
now stand ataround 10,000. The
commission is yet to make pub-
lic the total number of appeals
filed and disposed. During a
hearingon April 13, the Supreme
Courthad noted that 34 1akh ap-
peals had been filed against ex-
clusions and inclusions in the
West Bengal electoral rolls.

On February 20, the Su-
preme Court had taken the un-
precedented step of ordering
judicial officers to decide onthe
eligibility of electorsin West Ben-
gal, after noting the trust deficit
between the Election Commis-

Cockroach Janta Party

The process is governed by
the Information Technology
(Procedure and Safeguards for
Blocking for Access of Informa-
tion by Public) Rules, 2009.
Blockingorders are confidential.

Although the account has
been withheld in India, it is ac-
cessible from other locations —
it had more than 200,000 fol-
lowers on X as of Thursday
evening, A second government
official said that the blocking
order was sent to the social
media company when the ac-
count had roughly around
90,000 followers.

The Instagram handle as-
sociated with the user has not
been blocked in India yet, and
had over 16 million followers
Thursday.

“However, itislikely thatthe
Instagram account would also
be blocked, and that process is
currently underway,” the senior
official said.

Queriessenttothe ministries
of Home Affairs and Informa-
tion Technology, and X did not
elicit aresponse.

“As expected, Cockroach
Janta Party’s account has been

ﬁngchuk

The ABL has also told the
Centre that the Leh body would
bring along its legal advisor, Vik-
ramHegde, forassistanceand ad-
vice duringthe talks.

Sources say that Thupstan
Chhewang, whose resignation
as chairman of the ABL was ac-
cepted recently, will not be part
of the Leh body.

Chhewang had recently
questioned the functioning of
the Apex body, saying the talks
between the Centre and the La-
dakh representatives have hit a
dead end. Chhewang, the
former BJP parliament member
from Ladakh, had also raised
questions about the composi-
tion of the talks committee.
Sources say he was upset about
the growing clout of the Kargil
Democratic Alliance and the
representation given to Muslims
in the Apex body. Sources say
that to address any grievances
among Ladakh Buddhists, the
ABL has decided to include
Stanzin, a prominent Buddhist
figure and president of Gonpa
Association, in talks. Stanzin is
also amember of the body.

While the ABL represen-
tatives are expected to arrive in
the national capital on Thurs-
day, the Kargil Democratic Al-
liance representatives have al-
ready arrived in New Delhi for
the talks. The KDA would be
represented by its chairman,
Asgar Karbalai, co-chairman,
Sajad Hussain, and member,
Ghulam Rasool. “We have not
received any agenda for the
talks from the Centre, but our
agenda is only statehood and
the Sixth Schedule,” Hussain
told The Indian Express. “For
seven years now, the Centre has
been pushingustothewalland

| not taking us seriously.”

several Muslim communitiesin
the list, which the BJP had la-
belled “Muslim appeasement”.
While the Opposition criti-
cised the order, the BJP denied
there was any controversy. “Itis
not an issue of Hindus and
Muslims...In 1937, had the Con-
gress not divided Vande Mata-
ram, then the country would
not have been divided. Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose did not
support it. During protests
against the Nizam of Hydera-
bad, students and Congress
youth leaders chanted Vande
Mataram,” said state BJP presi-
dent Samik Bhattacharya.
TMC spokesperson Pra-
deepta Mukherjee said such an

New Delhi

withheld in India,” the plat-
form’s founder, Abhijeet Dipke,
posted from his account Thurs-
day afternoon. Less than two
hourslater, heannounced anew
handle for the platform, Cock-
roach Is Back, and urged people
tojoinit.

According to X guidelines,
any account or post is withheld
if the social networking site re-
ceives a “valid and properly
scoped request from an author-
ized entity”.

“Suchwithholdings will be li-
mited tothe specificjurisdiction
thathasissued the valid legal de-
mand or where the content has
been found to violate local
law(s),” it states.

Dipke, 30, is from Pune and
says he is currently in Boston.

The satirical account was
launched in response to a re-
mark by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant that sparked a row.

On May 15, the CJI pulled up
a lawyer who had filed a peti-
tion seeking directions to the
Delhi HC over the designation
of a Senior Advocate, a status
he himself was aspiring to.
“There are already parasites of

the Calcutta HC recommended
around 700 judicial officers for
the task. These officers decided
on the eligibility of 60.06 lakh
electorsflagged by the EC'salgo-
rithm for “logical discrepancies”
in identity documents sub-
mitted during the SIR. Just
weeksbefore the Assembly elec-
tionson April23and 29, they de-
leted 27.16 lakh names from the
rolls.

On March 10, the SC ordered
an appellate mechanism for
those aggrieved by the decisions
of the judicial officers. On the
recommendation of Calcutta
HC Chief Justice Sujoy Paul, the
EC notified 19 appellate tribu-
nalson March 20. After the court
ordered that all those cleared by
the tribunals up to 48 hours be-
fore pollingbe added totherolls,
1,607 names were restored.

society who attack the system,
and you want to join hands
with them? There are young-
sters like cockroaches, who
don't get any employment or
have any place in (the) profes-
sion. Some of them become
media, some of them become
social media, RTI activists and
other activists, and they start at-
tacking everyone,” he said.

Theremarkstriggered anup-
roar, following which the CJI
said it was “totally baseless” to
suggestthathe had criticised the
youth. “What I had specifically
criticised were those who have
entered professions like the Bar
(legal profession) with the aid of
fake and bogus degrees. Similar
persons have sneaked into the
media, social media, and other
noble professions as well, and
hence, they are like parasites. It
istotally baseless to suggest that
I criticised the youth of our na-
tion. Not only am I proud of our
present and future human re-
source, but every youth of India
inspires me,” he said.

Shortly after the CJT’s re-
mark, Dipke had criticiseditina
post on X. The next day, he an-
nounced a platform forall “cock-
roaches” and shared alinktoan
online “membership form/”
Thisstarted asocial media trend.

D_ept only for Delhi

who oversees the Delhi division
aswell. Accordingtosources, the
Delhidivision may be upgraded
into a separate department,
which may include the larger
NCR and the ongoing Central
Vista redevelopment project.

Government sources said
the proposal to create two de-
partmentsisbeingactively con-
sidered. When contacted, Cabi-
net Secretary TV Somanathan
declined tocomment.

The move comes just
months after Additional Secre-
tary in MoHUA, D Thara, was
empanelled asSecretary in Feb-
ruary. She, however, continues
as Additional Secretary, hand-
ling the key projects of the Cen-
tral Vista redevelopment, Delhi
division and the AMRUT.

Thara, a 1995-batch IAS of-
ficer of Gujarat cadre, has been
posted in the ministry since
2019, first as Joint Secretary and
then as Additional Secretary
since 2021. She has handled the
Central Vista redevelopment
plan since its inception.

Another Gujarat-cadre IAS
officer, Srinivas Katikithala (1989
batch), is the current MoHUA
Secretary.

The ministry also handles
urban transport, including
Metro and RRTS projects,
Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban),
and PMAY (Urban). The Na-
tional Capital Region Planning
Board and National Capital Re-
gion Transport Corporation,
which is implementing the
RRTS projects, also function
under MoHUA.

Sources said the proposed
tweak is intended to pave the
way for the seamless and effi-
cientadministration of the Capi-
tal. Insiders also pointed out the
timing ofthe move —alittle over

order should not be imposed in
a multicultural country like
India. “Vande Mataram is re-
spected, but forcing it on minor-
ity Institutions isimproper.”
TMC Rajya Sabha ex-MP
and the ex-chairperson of the
West Bengal Minority Commis-
sion, Ahmed Hassan Imran,
told The Indian Express, “Mus-
lims have objected longbackto
singing the song. There are por-
tions which Muslims cannot
sing. Our appeal to the state
government will be to let Mus-
lim students stand during the
morning prayer, but exempt
them from singing the song.”
State Congress spokesperson
Soumya Aich Roy accused the

a year after the BJP came to
power in Delhi after a gap of al-
most three decades.

“PM Narendra Modi has
clearly stated his objective of
making New Delhi aworld-class
Capital. Like the appointment of
career diplomat Taranjit Singh
SandhuastheL-G, this, too, isin-
tended as a step to enhance effi-
cient governance through a
well-oiled bureaucratic ma-
chine, synchronising Delhi’s Lok
Niwas, and possibly similar
authoritiesin areasfallingunder
the NCR such as Haryana,
Noida, Ghaziabad among
others, with expertsinthe Prime
Minister’s Office,” a source said.

“Recently, the party’s senior
leadershipisunderstood tohave
pointed outissuesrelated tolack
of adequate progress in signifi-
cant initiatives such as Yamuna
rejuvenation. Onthe other hand,
theL-Gissaid tohavebeengiven
the go-ahead tointensify efforts
atbringingglobal investment to
Delhi’s urban and public trans-
portation infrastructure as well
astourism,” said a BJP insider.

The Union ministry hand-
lingurbandevelopment hashad
two departments in the past.

According to the ministry’s
annual report for 1995-96, it was
renamed as Ministry of Urban
Affairs & Employment and bi-
furcated into two departments
— the Department of Urban De-
velopment and Department of
Urban Employment & Poverty
Alleviation — in March 1995.

After that, the ministry saw
different iterations over the
years, until the current version
in 2017, when the Ministry of
Urban Development and Min-
istry of Housing and Urban
Poverty Alleviation were
merged.

BJP of “destroying” cultural di-
versity and unity. “Bengal was
untouchedbecauseitwasoutof
reach. Now, they have started it
when in power. Forcibly imple-
menting their politics is a char-
acteristic of BJP,” he said.

Theimam of Kolkata’s Nak-
hoda Masjid, Maulana Mu-
hammed Shafiq Qasmi, said, “A
song of a particular religion
should not be imposed on
others. Making it mandatory
goes against the secular fabric
of the country.”

RSS joint publicity in-
charge for the eastern zone,
Jishnu Basu, alleged “those op-
posing it now are just doing so
because of self-interest™.
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Woman, minor son
stabbed to death at
Govindpuri home-
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Relatives of the deceased mourn them on Thursday. ani

Pragynesh
New Delhi, May 21

A 40-YEAR-OLD woman and
her teenage son were stabbed to
death in Southeast Delhi’s Go-
vindpuri on Wednesday night,
police said, adding that the
bodies were found inside their
house in Gali No. 10.

Cash worth over Rs 10 lakh
and jewellery are said to be
missing from the house, of-
ficers said.

According to the Delhi Po-
lice, a PCR call regarding the
incident was received at Go-
vindpuri police station around
1.11 am on Thursday after
which a team rushed to the
spot. The deceased were ident-
ified as Sharda Sahu (38) and
her son Kushal (14).

Officers said Sharda had 11
stabwounds, while the boy had
seven.

‘Nosign of forced entry’

Police also said that there
were no signs of forced entry to
the house.

Around 9 pm on Wednes-
day, a milkman had come and
knocked on the door of the
house, but no one responded,
an officer said. “The milkman
then alerted Sharda’s husband
Vishnu over the phone. How-
ever, call records show that
Vishnu did not make any call to
check on his wife and son.”

Police said that Vishnu, a
fruit and vegetable vendor, re-
turned home around 12.30 am
on Thursday to find the front
door “latched from outside”. He
said he discovered the bodies
with multiple stab wounds
after entering the house.

“Vishnu said he had taken
money from micro-financiers
and kept at home,” an officer
said, explainingthe presence of
cash at the house. Another of-
ficer, however, said that cash
worth Rs 21akh and more valu-
ables were found inside the
house that “were left un-

touched”.

Meanwhile, on Thursday, in
front of the ground-floor flat
where the deceased lived sat
relativesunder a white cloth put
up like a shade from the porch
of the house, hinged on poles.

Couple adopted teen

Sharda’s sister-in-law
Manju (39), whoissaid tobethe
biological mother of Kushal,
claimed Sharda and Vishnu
adopted the boy when he was
11-day-old. “They did not have
a child even after decades of
their marriage. I had two sons.
I let them adopt Kushal,” said
Manju, sobbing.

Manjuis married to Dinesh,
the elder brother of Vishnu. She
said she got to know about the
incidentaround1amwhen her
husband got a call from Vishnu.

“My son had a word with
Kushal merely a few hours
back. Kushal asked him to
come to meet him that night.
Addressing me on the call, Ku-
shal said, ‘Chachi, aane do na
(Aunty, let him come)’,” Manju
recalled. She added that she
could not meet Kushal fre-
quently, but checked on him.
“He loved video games and
drawing.”

Dev, the husband of
Sharda’s sister Geeta, said:
“Around 1 am, my wife started
screaming. ‘Meri behen ko
maar diya (My sister has been
killed)’. The family had been
living here since the past 16
years. They never had picked
up a fight with anyone in the
neighbourhood,” said Dev.

A case under BNS sections
103 and 309(6) has been regis-
tered in connection with the
case, police said.

Vishnu and the ones he took
money from are currently
being questioned.

The bodies have been sent
for post-mortem examination,
police said, adding that CCTV
footage from nearby areas are
also being examined.
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Say geese

Geese pass under Amaltas trees in full bloom at Shanti Van in New
Delhi on Thursday. Laburnum or the Golden Shower Tree flowers
briefly across the city during May-June. ABHINAV SAHA

NEARLY 7.72 LAKH NEW SPOTS HAVE OPENED UP

Income cap for ration card now
Rs 2.5 1akh, applications open

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 21

IN AN effort to bring several
low-income families under the
food security system in the
Capital, the Delhi government
has decided to revise the an-
nual family income eligibility
limit for ration cards from Rs 1.2
lakh to Rs 2.5 lakh, Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta announced
Thursday. She also announced
that the process of issuing new
ration cards has resumed on a
large scale from May 15.

In January this year, the
government had revised the
annual family income cap for
availing ration cards from Rs 1
lakh to Rs 1.2 lakh under Delhi
Food Security Rules, 2026.

“The aim is to bring more
poor and middle-class families
under the welfare net. The pro-
posal to revise the annual
family income criteria has been
discussed at the Cabinet level
and has been positive... a final
decision will be taken soon,”
she said. At a press conference,
Gupta on Thursday said the
government carried outacom-
prehensive audit of the public
distribution system (PDS) that
had unraveled large-scale ir-
regularities.

She said that a total of
771,384 ineligible and bogus ra-
tion card beneficiaries were
identified, out of which,
6,46,123 were found tobe above

2020 riots larger conspiracy: Bail to
bizman, Khalid plea to be heard today

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, May 21

THE DELHI High Court on
Thursday granted bail to Salim
Malik alias Munna, an accused
booked under the UAPA in the
2020 Northeast Delhi riots
larger conspiracy case.

Abench of Justices Prathiba
Singh and Madhu Jain, which
granted bail to Malik, will on Fri-
day hear a plea by co-accused
Umar Khalid, seeking interim
bail after a trial court declined
him relief earlier this week. He
had moved HC against the trial
court order on Thursday.

On May 19, the trial court
had refused Khalid interim bail,
which he had sought to observe
adeathritual of hisuncleand to
take care of his mother who is
duetoundergosurgery. There-
jectionhad come aday afterthe
Supreme Court, while underlin-
ing that bail is the rule and jail

| an exception even in UAPA

cases, expressed “serious reser-
vations” on the decision of one
ofitsown benchesin Januaryto
deny bail to Khalid in the 2020
Delhi riots case. On Thursday,
relyingon the very SCjudgment
from January, Justices Singh
and Jain granted bail to Malik,
a garment businessman.

Referring tothe SC’s verdict,
the bench observed, “The Su-
preme Court had categorised
one set of accused persons in
these matters as the core ideo-
logical drivers of the conspiracy
and on the other hand, certain
accused persons who were de-
scribed aslocal level facilitators
and also field operators.”

Malik had claimed parity in
his alleged role with two other
co-accused in the case who
were granted bail by the SC in
January: Mohd Saleem Khan
and Shadab Ahmad.

The HC bench, while grant-
ing bail to Malik, noted, “...this
courtisofthe view that (Malik’s

role) is similar to the role which
is attributed to Mohd Saleem
Khan and Shadab Ahmad who
had also participated in the
meetings, protest and chakka
jams... this court is of the view
that the appellant deserves to
be released on bail subject to
the same conditions as im-
posed in case of Mohd Saleem
Khan and Shadab Ahmad by
the Supreme Court.”

Malik has been in jail since
October 2020.

On May 18, adivision bench
ofthe Supreme Court, compris-
ing Justices B V Nagarathna
and Ujjal Bhuyan, expressed its
disagreement with the January
order of Justices Aravind
Kumar and NV Anjaria, refer-
ring to the three-judge decision
in K A Najeeb in 2021, that had
said that an accused undertrial
suffering long incarceration
under UAPA with no end in
sight to the criminal trial must
be enlarged on bail.
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Extracts of Statement of Standalone and Consolidated Audited Financial Results for the quarter and

(% in Lakhs)

--In numbers

6 46,123

" Notunderincome limit

' Deceased persons | 6,185

' Duplicate ration '
card holders _ PR
Total new spots 7721akh

created

Where to apply: E-district portal
edistrict.delhigovt.nic.in

the prescribed income limit
and therefore ineligible for sub-
sidised ration. Another 95,682
beneficiaries had not availed
ration for more than a year. In
6,185 cases, the names of de-
ceased persons continued to re-
main on ration records, while
23,394 beneficiaries were found
to be drawing benefits from
multiple locations, the CM said.

“With the ineligible names
removed, nearly 7.72 lakh new
spots have opened up in the
system, paving the way for new
eligible beneficiaries toreceive
ration cards,” said Gupta.

The CM said 3,72,367 appli-
cations for new ration cards
and 99,501 applications for in-

Total ineligible beneficiaries

1,711,384

NOT AVAILED RATION FOR OVER A YEAR

95,682

What you need to apply for new ration

|" &=1 card: Address proof, Aadhaar, fresh
' application, income proof

E—

® Pending applications for new
ration cards: 3,72,367

® Pending applications for
inclusion of kin: 99,501

ANNUAL
INCOME

Rs2.5lakh

clusion of family members are
currently pending. Since appli-
cants’ residence, income and
eligibility status may have
changed over time, applicants
will be given an opportunity to
apply afresh under the latest
eligibility norms, officials said.
Further, the CM said that all
ration card-related services, in-
cluding fresh applications and
addition or deletion of family
members, have now been
shifted online. “People can
apply either from home or
through nearby facilitation
centres,” she said, adding that
digitisation will bring transpar-
ency and accountability.
Urging people to apply,

Guptasaid online applications
for newration cards and for ad-
ding family members have
been opened through the e-Dis-
trict portal (edistrict.delhi-
govt.nic.in) from May 15, 2026.
Applications submitted in
the past have also been re-
turned to applicants through
their login profiles. Applicants
canupdate and resubmit them
with avalid family income cer-
tificate and other required
documents, said officials.
Gupta said that her govern-
ment has implemented the
Delhi Food Security Rules, 2026,
giving effect to the provisions of
the National Food Security Act
(NFSA), 2013. As part of the re-
forms, ration distribution has
been modernised through ex-
tensive use of technology.
“Traditional weighing ma-
chines at fair-price shops are
being replaced with electronic
machines, while biometric
authentication has been made
mandatory,” Gupta said.
Gupta added that earlier,
family income details were ac-
cepted largely on the basis of
self-declarations, allowing in-
eligible individualsto enterthe
system while genuine benefici-
aries were often left out.
Under the new frameworKk,
applicants will have to submit
Aadhaar cards, proof of resi-
dence, the latestincome certifi-
cate and Aadhaar details of all
family members.
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Standalone Consolidated
Particulars Quarter ended | Quarter ended | Quarter ended | Year ended | Year ended | Ouarter ended | Quarter ended | Quarier ended | Year ended Year ended
31.03.26 31.712.25 31.03.25 a1.03.26 31.03.25 31.03.26 31.12.2% 31.03.25 31.03.26 31.03.25
hudited Un-Audited Auvdited Audited Audited Audited L= Audiibed Audited Audited Audited
Total mcame from operations 14055.09 18331.95 1967529 5274348 | 56574.73 14_200.96 18.477.50 19,903 81 53.302.35 57 094 45
Orther Income 1014 17 76910 48512 40512 2258 95 &84 04 781 .80 [ 455,11 200183 2 097,11
Total Income 15069.26 18101.05 20370.41 5583536 | 5RA33.03 15,185.00 18.258.30 20,450.02 5§,204 23 53,191.56
Met Profit 7 (Loss) for the period (before tax, Exceptional
and/ot Extra Ordinary ftems) 3841.25 3889.52 3525.03 11400.54 3068.92 3.794.34 3,842 78 347872 11.250.33 §,762.72
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax (after 384125 3860 52 3525073 1140054 8.4 1704 34 3.842 78 347872 11.250.33 9. 762.72
Exceptional and/for Exira Ordinary Hems) el akeaoky el i S008.92 3,79 5 - ? e = -
Net Profit / {Loss) for the period after tax (after 2077 64 2828 .56 2534 70 8402 32 2179.64 282743 2 80088 2 482 44 B237.74 736818
Exceptional and/or Extraordinary itensd)
Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprizing & = E
Prafit | {Loss)for the period {after tax) and Dther 3071.61 ZB30 BT 242629 861141 7OB4 87 31,054.099 Z.80B.78 234744 8469.70 7.759.38
Comprehensive Income {after tax)
Paid up Equity Share Capital B5TE.04 BETE.O4 BSTH 04 B5TH 04 A5TE.04 BE7TH.O4 B576.04 | A576.04 B&TE.Od BETH.04
Reserves (exchinding Hurﬂ_ﬁ‘tlm Reserve as shown in 1146007 | 2563659 a7 GE1 714 a5 1142 01
the Balance Sheet of previous year)
Eamings Per Share (after extra-ordinary item) (of
s, 10/- each){far continuing and discontinued 5 36 3.30 205 0 a0 0 54 3.50 %26 289 061 0.31
operations)- Basic & Diluted:

# Includes Met Profit of Cantinved and Discontinsed Operations
Haote:

Date - 21.05.2026
Place: Mew Defhi

clof the full inencial year andad an thal date and published yearto deda figuras upbo the thrd quarar of iha said finencial year,

G} Detzils of sharshoidars wiho have nol cleimad dividend far BY. 2024-35, 2023-24, 2022-23, 2016-19 and 2017-18 have been given in the IMOC wabsite under nvesior Comer. Furher defails of sharehokders who have not claimed dividand for las1 seven
consaculive waars and whosa shares have bean franslermad to the EEPF, have also bean givan al the ITDC wabsite undar Invesior Comer. Shansholders ara raguesled to cordaclimmediately far ciaming the unclaimed dividend and unclaimed shares, the
compliEnce offices Mr W K, Jan al ITDC HQ addrass, Email: vkj@in@stdecouin; Mobile Mo 850424533

T} Figuras of the pressou s reporing penads hawa bean ra-grouped ! re-class@ed wharaver necessany o corraspondwith the gures of tha curman reparfing perod

1} Therabowe 5 an exiracl of thedetabed fanmatof QuanenyAnreial Financial Resuts fied wilh the Stock Exchanges uncer Ragusation 33 of e SEB| (Listing and Other Disciosure Requiremants) Beguiatons, 015 The full format of the Cuaniersy/Anmial
Financial Resuls areevalzble on the Stock Exchangais) Websta iwww baelndin. com] & (waw nseindia.com) ard on She Company’ s Wabaite [waslitde co.in)
2} Thie Financial resides of the company have baen prepared in accandance with Inckan Accounting Standards (IMNDAS) as presonbed undar Sechion 133 af the Companess A1 2073 read weih Companles dindlandccountng Standaeds) Rules, 2015, asamended
3} The Abave Slatamant of Financial Resufts wana ravigwed by the Audt Commitles ard appoowad by e Board af Direclors al e mestingheld on 217 May. 2026 Board a0 recommandad dividand of Bs. 2.95 per share subject to the aporaval of shansholdars
4} Earning pershare = nof annuakzed forthe guarier ended March 31, 2026, Decembar 31, 2025 and March 31, 2025.
) The Bguras for the guarier ended March 31, 2028 are the balencng figures betwesan the audied figures nras
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Fight over digital evidence:
Twisha’s family, in-laws
move HC, maglstrate court

Anand MohanJ
Bhopal, May 21

FROM LEAKS of retired judge
Giribala Singh’s call detail rec-
ords (CDR), CCTV footage pur-
portedly capturing the last mo-
ments of model-turned-actor
TwishaSharmawhodied follow-
ing alleged dowry harassment
last week to WhatsApp chatsand
private audio conversions circu-
lating across social media plat-
forms — the investigation into
Twisha’sdeath hasspiralled into
an acrimonious legal fight be-
tween the twobereaved families
over digital evidence.

While Twisha's mother-in-
law Giribala moved a magistrate
court on Thursday, her family
and absconding husband, Sa-
marth Singh, moved the Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court.

At first, questions were
raised after the Bhopal Police
did not produce the nylon gym
rope allegedly used by Twisha
to hang herself at the time of
the postmortem examination
in AIIMS Bhopal but produced
the same a day later. Then,
CCTV footage, audio conver-
sions and last calls details also
leaked, raising questions over
the handling of crucial digital
evidence by the police.

In her application before a
Bhopal magistrate, Giribala al-
leged that the DVR system cap-
turing Twisha's last moments
"suffered fromatechnical defect
and displayed a date and time
approximately 2 days, 2 hours
and 20 minutes behind the ac-
tual time”. Itadded that this dis-
crepancy was specifically dis-
closed tothe investigating officer
at the time of seizure but was
never properly documented.

The plea further alleged that
investigators failed to carry out
mandatory panchnama pro-
ceedings while seizing the foot-
age. According to Giribala, the
back-up recordings should
have been played before wit-
nesses and the individuals vis-
ible in the footage should have
been formally identified and
recorded during the seizure
process. “No such proceedings
were conducted by the police,”
the plea claimed.

Accordingto the plea, eight
CCTV cameras had been in-
stalled at the residence where
Twisha was found dead on the

Twisha Sharma and Samarth Singh

night of May 12. The system,
connected to a DVR (Digital
Video Recorder) was allegedly
accessed by the police on May
13 through a technician from
the installation firm before
being seized by investigators.

Twisha's family, mean-
while, moved HC seeking ur-
gent preservation of CDRs, sub-
scriber records and CCTV
footage from AIIMS Bhopal be-
tween May 12 and 20, alleging
that "influential persons con-
nected to the accused at-
tempted to interfere with both
the police investigation and the
postmortem process".

The family alleged that Twi-
sha'sin-laws allegedly retained
effective control over the crime
scene for nearly two days be-
fore crucial evidence was se-
cured. “The entire crime scene
was under the possession and
control of both the accused for
almost two days,” the pleasaid.

It also questioned how alleg-
edly “doctored CCTV footage”
later surfaced publicly if inves-
tigators had properly secured
the electronic evidence from
the very beginning. “If investi-
gating agency had seized the
entire evidences from the
crime scene timely then how
come doctored CCTV footage
were issued by the accused
after getting anticipatory bail,”
the plea stated.

Further, the family claimed
that the CDRs could reveal at-
tempts to influence officials.
According to the plea, Giribala
made “several calls to influen-
tial persons due towhich entire
investigation was influenced
and AIIMS had also issued re-
ports with several lapses”.

A senior officer said police
are focused on apprehending
Samarth. "The allegations of
mishandling evidence will

then be probed. It's not a sub-
stantial issue, as the ligature
material and DVR have been
seized under proper guidelines
despite the delay."

Samarth in his plea before
the HC, argued that the
sessions court wrongly denied
him anticipatory bail despite
granting relief to his mother in
the same case. Samarth argued
that the allegations of dowry de-
mand were inherently doubtful
because he and his mother had
allegedly transferred more than
Rs 7 lakh to Twisha’s account.
“The WhatsApp chats pres-
ented by the complainant are
edited and incomplete. The
same beingtampered cannotbe
relied upon,” the plea said.
“More than Rs 7 lakh has been
transferred online to the ac-
count of Mrs Twisha by the ap-
plicant and his motherinacom-
plaint of dowry harassment for
ademand of Rs21lakh,” itadded.

“..The entire prosecution
story being constructed and built
isbased onimaginationand pre-
sumptions,” the plea said.

The MP Police, meanwhile,
issued a Lookout Circular
against Samarth, a lawyer, to
prevent him from fleeing the
country. Moreover, the MP gov-
ernment has initiated an in-
quiry against Giribala, marking
the first formal administrative
action initiated by the state
against her since the registration
ofthe FIR. Giribala, a retired dis-
trict judge, currently serves as
chairperson of the district con-
sumer commission in Bhopal.

Twisha’s family is now ex-
pected to challenge the antici-
patory bail granted to Giribala
before the HC, arguing that the
sessions court failed to properly
appreciate the allegations of in-
fluence over the investigation
and postmortem process.

HUSBAND, IN-LAW ARRESTED IN DOWRY DEATH CASE
She came to Delhi dreaming of a
city life, was dead in three years

Pragynesh
New Delhi, May 21

TWENTY-FIVE-YEAR-OLD
Veena Kumari had always
wanted to live the urban life
that a big city like Delhi prom-
ised, away from the confines of
her village life in Uttar Pra-
desh's Sambhal.

In December 2022, Veena,
who had studied till Class 12,
married Raju Singh (27). Next
year, when he found work as a
field agent for a bank in Karol
Bagh, the couple moved to a
rented second floor home in
West Delhi’s Inderpuri along
with Raju’s brother Rajkumar.

Their flat was cramped —
two small rooms on a floor
where walls were thin and
neighbourslived almost ontop
of each other. It was not much,
but to Veena, it was still the city
life she had longed for.

That life ended on Monday.

Veena Kumari

Around 9.55 pm, Veena
called her brother Raj. “I am
being tortured,” she told him,
according to her family.

Minutes later, she was dead.

Raju claimed she “fell” offthe
roof of the building. Two days
later, heand Rajkumar (22) were
arrested in dowry death case.

Accordingto Veena’s family,
tensions in the marriage had
been building for months.

Raju and Rajkumar started
passing snide remarks about
the "quality' of the "gifts" she got
with her, said a police officer.

“We had given some ‘gifts’...
some cash, a bike... but they
wanted a Royal Enfield Bullet
asdowry. Atthetime of Veena’s
marriage, we couldn’t afford it,”
said Rajwho lives in Mehrauli.

By 2025, he said, things took
a turn. He alleged Raju and
Rajkumar constantly shouted
at her and even beat her for
dowry. “At one point they asked
us to take her home. But we
asked our village elderstointer-
vene and threatened to go to
the police. After this, Raju’s par-
ents apologised,” claimed Ra;j.

Raj said things settled for a
short while. But after April 25,
when Rajkumar got married —
and got a40-inch LED TV and
a Bullet bike from his wife’s
family — things allegedly wor-
sened again. “Veena said they
torture her every day by com-
menting on how Rajkumar’s
wife hasgot all this and she did-
n’t get anything,” claimed Raj.

| WEHAVE TO BE READY AND PREPARED FOR FUTURE, SAYS POWER MINISTER

Delhi power network revamp on cards, peak
demand likely to touch 11,000 MW by 2030

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, May 21

WITH DELHI’S peak power de-
mand expected to touch 11,000
MW in the next four years, the
government is working on a
comprehensive Delhi Power
Master Plan 2030 to strengthen
the Capital’s power distribution
network, reduce power cuts per
consumer per year from3to1,
bring down average outage dur-
ation from 2 hours to 1 hours
and minimise transformer
breakdowns across the city.
According to an official
document, by 2030, with the
expansion of the Metro net-
work and push for electric ve-
hicles (EVs) and other facilities
requiring power demand, the
projected accelerated growth,
however, is 13,114 MW.
“Keeping in mind the accel-
erated growth in power de-
mand, we have to be ready and

o THEPOWER CHART

Total consumers: 57 lakh

11,000 MW

Projected
 peak power

13,000 MW

Projected
accelerated

prepared for future considering
the expansion of Metro net-
work, upcoming health centres
and the government’s pushing
for EVs and charging infra-
structure...The previous gov-
ernment, despite being in
power for over adecade, did no-
thing to upgrade the city’s
power infrastructure,” said the
Power Minister Ashish Sood.

Mission2030

® Reducing average power cuts
per consumer per year from3to1

@ Reducing duration of power
cuts from 2hours to1hour

® Reducing restoration time
from 45 mins to 30 mins

® Cutting transformer break-
downs from 0.53%to0 0.25%

He said that under ‘Mission
2030’, a one year master plan
for 2025-26 has already been
prepared and another compre-
hensive plan for the next three
years is being made. The re-
vamp plan is estimated to cost
around Rs 17,000 crore. “The
aim behind the master plan or
the ‘Mission 2030’ is to deliver
reliable, economical, safe and

quality power supply to every
citizen for 24/7x365 days in the
next four years,” Sood said.

He said the master plan will
focus on upgradation of elec-
tricity network across all the 70
constituencies to provide
round-the-clock power with
stable voltage, fast restoration
in case of faults, advance out-
age alerts, undergrounding on
busy corridors, safe pillar
boxes, reliable earthing and
grid built for uptake of govern-
ment’s EV policies, schemes
like PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli
Yojana, with reliable capacity at
homes, communities and pub-
lic charging points. “Providing
smart digital services to provide
quick new connections, up-
grades, and transparent bills
viasmart metersare alsoonthe
cards,” said the minister.

Theaimistoalsoreducethe
time taken to restore electricity
from 45 minutes to 30 minutes

Pipeline under repair, heatwave: Hundreds
offishdeadin San] ay Lake as water recedes

Dead fish float in the lake on Thursday. TasHi ToBGYAL

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, May 21

AS DELHI reeled under its
fourth straight day of heatwave
conditions, Sanjay Lake in East
Delhi’s Trilokpuri on Thursday
turned into a fish graveyard -
hundreds of fish floated belly-
up in shallow green pools,
ducks waded through black
slush and large stretches of the
lake bed lay cracked dry.

The deaths came amid
rapidly receding water levels at
the lake, with officials attribu-
ting the situation partly to a
critical pipeline supplying
treated water from Kondli sew-
age treatment plant (STP) tothe
lake developing leakages and
remaining under repair. Offi-
cials also said the prolonged
heatwave may have reduced
oxygen levels in already stag-
nantwater. “The ongoing heat-
wave has only worsened the cri-
sis,” agovernment official said.

The carcasses included
small Gambusia or mosquito-
fish, along with larger tilapia- or
carp-like freshwater species.

Inawrittenresponseto The
Indian Express, the Delhi De-
velopment Authority (DDA)
said the artificial lake spreads
across nearly 187 acres, includ-
inga52.53-acrelake area main-
tained by it. The lake is also a
notified protected forest under
the Delhi Forest department.

It added that major restora-
tion and infrastructure worKks,
including toe walls and slope
protection works meant to
strengthen the lake’s embank-
ments and prevent erosion of
its banks had been completed,
but the responsibility for supp-

| lyingtreated water to maintain

e Skywatch
Forecast: May 22,2026

Mainly clear sky, heat wave
conditions at few places

MAX:44-46

6.2°C above normal

MIN: 30-32
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Sunrise: 5:27 am(May 23)
Sunset: 7:09 pM (May 22)

*Moonrise: 10:56 AM (May 23)
*Moonset: 12:36AM (May 22)
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the level at the lake is on the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB). “The
DDA has been continuously
pursuing the matter with
them,” it said in the response.
A senior DJB official said,
“Treated effluent from Kondli
STP is supplied to Sanjay Lake
and the pipeline carrying it had

developed leaks sometimeago.”
Repair work, the official added,
islikely to be completed shortly.

The incident has revived
concerns flagged earlier by the
National Green Tribunal (NGT).
In a 2022 order, the NGT had
noted that Sanjay Lake, located
3-5km fromthe Ghazipurland-
fill, showed high Chemical
Oxygen Demand (COD) values,
indicating that the water carries
a heavy pollution load, which
can reduce oxygen availability
and make the water hostile for
fish and other aquatic life.

The NGT noted local drains
and sewage inflows as possible
contributors to the deteriorat-
ing water quality.

An analysis conducted by
Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee (DPCC) on Kondli STPin
April had found outlet samples
to be “meeting standards”.

Yet, the lake on Thursday
showed visible signs of stagna-
tion and contamination. In sev-
eral pockets, the water ap-
peared blackish-green and dark
slush lined its edges.

Environmental experts said
low water levels during a heat-
wave may result in pollutants
becoming more concentrated.
Higher temperatures also re-
duce the ability of the water to
hold dissolved oxygen, while de-
composing organic matter and
waste consume more oxygen.
These conditions can trigger a
sudden crash in dissolved
oxygen, leading to fish deaths.

Bhim Singh Rawat, a Ya-
muna and waterbody expert,
said several incidents of mass
fish mortality had been seen
over the past month in the Ya-
munaupstream of Delhiand in
associated waterbodies, includ-

e SOARING MERCURY

® Delhi saw its warmest
nightin May in14 years,
as minimum temperature
settled at 31.9°C,

on Thursday

o

® Orange alertin place
for third dayinarow, as
heatwave expected to
prevail until May 25
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® Capital recorded a
maximum temperature
of 43.6°C, 3.4 notches above
normal, on Thursday
|

ing Sahibi river channel and
Sanjay Lake. Accordingto wild-
life enthusiast Yatin Verma,
mass fish deaths were reported
this April-May in Sahibi river or
Najafgarh drain, which carries
Yamuna water.

“There are several factors at
play. In the Najafgarh case, the
issue is primarily due to the
sudden release of untreated ef-
fluents from stormwater drains
and Dhansa regulator. In San-
jay Lake, it looks like a case of
sharp declinein water level due
to high temperature. The lake’s
water quality is further deterio-
rated by unabated pollution
and dumping of solid waste in
huge amounts,” Rawat said.

Hesaid such incidentsoccur
regularlyin the Yamunaand its
tributaries during summer,
when contamination overtakes
fresh water availability in water
bodies, resulting in a sharp de-
cline in oxygen levels. “The ris-
ing temperature alone should
not be blamed. Government
agencies responsible for main-
taining freshwater flow and
controlling pollution have
failed on both fronts... They
have become mute spectators
to the continued perishing of
precious aquatic species in Ya-
muna,” he added.

Verma said he sees fish
deaths in Sanjay Lake and Sa-
hibi river channel every year,
but the scale this year appeared
much higher. “This year it was
like a flood... hundreds of dead
fish floating on the surface,
something I have never seen
before,” Vermasaid. “The water
appears to be degrading
rapidly. It affects not just fish,
but birds that feed on them,
and potentially even ground-
water at points where this water
seepsinto the ground.”

and transformer breakdowns
from 0.53% to 0.25%.

Explainingthe significance
of the master plan, Sood said,
“Years of underinvestment
have impacted reliability,
safety and power quality...To
address this, we have to up-
grade the infrastructure, in-
crease grid capacity to support
rising demand, strengthen the
distribution backbone and last-
mile network.”

Sood said in several areas,
such as Uttam Nagar, Nangloi,
and parts of Trans-Yamuna,
wirings old wirings pose big
risk. Under ‘Mission 2030’, the
government aims to convert
overhead linestounderground
ones and High Voltage Dis-
tribution Systems to low-volt-
age ones in priority corridors
and modernise operations and
deploy non-wire alternations
for better solution and public
safety.

104-105°F
fever, loss of
consciousness:
Two heat stroke
casesinDelhi

Ankita Upadhyay
New Delhi, May 21

DELHI HAS reported its
first two heat stroke cases
this season.

In the first case, a 24-year-
old man from West Bengal was
admitted to Delhi’'s Ram
Manohar Lohia (RML) Hospital
on Thursday after he suffered a
severe heat stroke while travel-
ling to the national capital
by train.

Doctors said the man was
brought to the hospital with a
fever of 105°F, confusion, and
loss of consciousness.

Doctors diagnosed him with
heat stroke —amedical emerg-
ency caused by extreme heat
exposure.

The second patient, a 50-
year-old man, was brought to
RML Hospital by a police PCR
team in an unconscious condi-
tion with very high fever.

While Delhi hospitals have
not reported any other cases of
heat stroke, some hospitals said
they have been reporting
symptoms of heat exhaustion,
cramps and rashes which occur
due to excessive heat.

AtSafdarjung Hospital, one
case of suspected heat stroke
was reported on May 18. The
patient, treated as per proto-
cols, has recovered. "No death
due to heat related illness re-
corded till date," said Dr Charu
Bamba, Medical Superintend-
ent at Safdarjung Hospital.

As per RML’s emergency
medicine team, the man from
West Bengal suddenly devel-
oped high fever, altered mental
state, and involuntary loss of
bladder control or leaking of
urine during the train journey.
“His condition was critical
when he arrived at the hospi-
tal,” said Dr Ajay Chauhan, Di-
rector, Professor of Medicine.

He is now admitted under
the Department of Medicine.

As for the second case, doc-
torssaid the patient’s body tem-
perature was 104°F and his con-
dition was critical when he was
broughtin.

He was later shifted to the
medicine department for
further care. Doctors said the
patient has shown initial signs
of improvement.

e FILM’S SOUNDTRACK AND SCORE, COMPOSED BY ILAIYARAAJA, HAD REPORTEDLY MARKED HIS 100TH FILM

‘Copyright with Sarcgama’: HC junks Ilaivaraaja’s plea over En Iniya Pon Nilave

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, May 21

IN A setback for singer-
composer Ilaiyaraaja, the Delhi
High Court Thursday held that
he does not hold any copyright
over the K J Yesudas hit song,
En Iniya Pon Nilave, from the
1981 Tamil psychological
thriller film Moodu Paani.
While acknowledging the
Padma Bhushan-awardee’s
right over the musical compo-
nent of the song, a division
bench of Justices CHari Shankar
and Om Prakash Shukla noted
that he does not hold any right

over thelyrics, and that the over-
all right over the sound record-
ings in the film lie with the rec-
ord label Saregama.

In January, Saregama India
Limited (SIL) took film distribu-
tion company Vels Film Inter-
national Ltd (VFIL), another
company Divo TV Private Ltd,
and Ilaiyaraajato court, alleging
copyright infringement of the
song. A single judge had then
ruled in SIL’s favour, recogni-
sing it as the owner of the song.

The court had, however,
allowed VFIL to use the songin
its film Aghathiyaa following
Saregama’s acceptance of a

licence fee of Rs 30 lakh from
VFIL, which was producing the
film. Ilaiyaraaja had then ap-
pealed against the singlejudge’s
verdict. The film’s soundtrack
and score, composed by Ilaiya-
raaja, had reportedly marked
his100th film.

Saregama had claimed that
since it entered into an agree-
ment in1980 with Moodu Paani
producer Raja Cine Arts, it had
come into ownership of the
sound recordingsin the film, in-
cluding En Iniya Pon Nilave,
and exercised copyright over
the works. Saregama argued in
court that “Ilaiyaraaja was not

llaiyaraaja

the author of the literary work”,
on the ground that he is not the
songwriter in any case.
Ilaiyaraaja, on the other
hand, argued that as the
composer of the song, he is its
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rightful owner and holds the
exclusive right to permit any
adaptation of the musical work
— a right he said he had
granted to the producer of the
film Aghathiyaa, VFIL.

It was also Ilaiyaraaja’s case
that the rights of the producer
of Moodu Pani, under Copy-
right Act provisions, did notin-
clude the right to adapt the
underlying musical work
which remained with Ilaiya-
raaja, and, thus, Saregama can-
not lay claim toiit.

Upholding the single
judge’s order, the division
bench opened its verdict, say-

ing, “A song is just a song, a
thing of joy to lighten a dreary
evening. Thatis, till it becomes
the subject matter of copyright
conflict in a court of law, when
it suddenly metamorphoses
into much more.”

Acknowledging that while
Ilaiyaraaja holds the right to
make any adaptation of the
musical work, the lyrics were
“noman’sland” and Ilaiyaraaja
held no right over it.

The division bench held,
“Ilaiyaraaja was... entitled to
contract with any third party for
use or adaptation of the musical
work contained in the disputed

New Delhi

song, i.e, the musical compo-
nent... That right could not,
however, extend to doing any-
thing involving the sound re-
cordingofthe disputed song, or
lyrics... Copyright in the sound
recording of the disputed song
would... vest in the producer of
the film... whereas copyright in
the lyrics of the disputed song
would... vestin the lyricist.”
“Ilaiyaraaja’s copyright in
the musical work contained in
the disputed song continues to
remain protected... This right
was, however, necessarily li-
mited to the musical compo-
nentofthe disputed song—the

music of which Ilaiyaraaja was
the composer. It did not extend
to the lyrical component of, or
the sound recordingin, the dis-
puted song,” the bench said.

The court held that Ilaiya-
raajacould not have “assignedto
VFILthesoundrecordingsinthe
film Moodu Pani either, which
would include the sound record-
ingrelatingtothedisputed song
EnIniya Pon Nilave.”

The bench also held that
Saregamabecame the owner of
copyright in the sound record-
ings by way of the 1980 agree-
ment with the producer of the
film Moodu Pani.
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‘Cockroach Janta Party shows
people’s frustration with govt’

AS A satirical collective calling
itselfthe Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) captures theimagination
of millions online, its meteoric
rise has become more than a
viral Internet phenomenon.
Congress MP Shashi Tha-
roor, in an interview with
ManojCG, reflectson what the
CJP phenomenon reveals
about the mood of the
country’s youth, the failures
and possibilities it provides in
mainstream politics, among
other issues. Excerpts:

The Cockroach Janta Party
has taken the Internet by
storm. Ithas over 15
million followers on
Instagram, surpassing the
followers of the BJP and
the Congress. How

do you see this?

I think it is a revelation be-
cause it confirms to us the ex-
tent to which there is frustra-
tion and dissatisfaction that
the public can express through
being able to tap into an initi-
ative like this.

It was obviously a sponta-
neous initiative but it went viral
very quickly and I thinkit’s a
very healthy thing in a democ-
racy that people have different
ways of being able to express
their wishes and something
that is satirical, humorous and
atthe same time deadly serious
is an excellent outlet for the
frustrations of the youth.

The NEET exam obviously
was the straw that broke the
camel’s back but then you also
had, I think, general unhappi-
ness with unemployment, li-
mited possibilities in life, edu-
cation, everything else,
inflation going up and the chal-
lenges of coping. And then
when NEET (paper leak) hap-
pened, particularly those lakhs
of children who had spent
years preparing for it, must
have sort of let go as a major ex-
halation... For them to
suddenly realise they had togo
through this all over again
must have been shattering.

I understand four young
people committed suicide,
others are facing mental health
problems. It’s very serious. I
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SHASHITHAROOR
CONGRESS MP

mean obviously the young
people are saying we’ve had
enough andIthink thatto hear
that the X handle has been shut
down is to my mind disastrous
because in a democracy we
need outlets. We need to ac-
tually have, in any democracy,
outlets that will allow people to
express their frustrations.

Isitatsomelevel also
areflectiononthe
Opposition — that they are
not able to channel all this
energy or anger and
frustration as you putit.

That is a very easy thing to
say. I love the fact that the
media consistently blames the
Opposition. Dissatisfaction is
very often with, as you know,
the circumstances that the gov-
ernment is ultimately respon-
sible for and that’s why I think
blaming the Oppositionis abit,
more than a bit unfair but I
agree with you that the Opposi-
tion will tap into this.

It sees all these issues now.
It seeshow people are reacting.
I think the Opposition has al-
ready made a big issue about
NEET and the other issues, the
unemployment and inflation
are classic Opposition issues
that it hasbeen mentioning re-
peatedly. I would not suggest
that there is no chance what-
soever of the Opposition riding
the crest of the same wave.

The recent Assembly
elections, particularly
in West Bengal and
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Tamil Nadu, showed that
people are yearning for
change.In Tamil Nadu,
two established parties
were thrown out. So,
there seems to be some
kind of churn, atleast
among youngsters...

Right. And the truth is that
the description of Vijay’s vic-
tory as a Gen Z victory is pro-
bably fairly accurate. The vast
majority of his voters appear to
have been under 30s and so it
is a sign that the new gener-
ation is restless, is experienc-
ing frustrations and is looking
for alternatives.

The Opposition should not
be complacent about this be-
cause it may not only be with
the ruling party that they’re
frustrated but with the entire
political system letting them
down. And I think we need to
be able tobe responsive to all of
that.Ido think that we can be.

It’s a question now of inter-
acting much more with
members of that generation.
That’s why I think shutting
down the website is a mistake
but Instagram is still available.
Interact with them there and
see what we can do to work
with them to find a construc-
tive solution to their issues.

Should the Opposition be
doing something out of the
box, anewKkind of politics
to channelise the youth?
No, I think the Opposition’s
challenge would be to channel-
ise this discontent into main-

stream politics. Rather than it
going off into a non-existent
political party which is not or-
ganised to fight elections, the
Opposition’s opportunity is to
take this discontent and chan-
nelise it into mainstream
politics, into electoral change
and into bringing different re-
sults at the ballot box. So, we
now have to articulate a mess-
age thatinvites people who feel
this way to vote for us.

Thelarger message from
the satirical collective
seems to be that thereis
disillusionment with the
political system itselfand
thatincludes both the
ruling and Opposition.

Correct. No, but that is an
unproductive frustration be-
cause it can’t translate into ef-
fective results that willimprove
their lives. Whereas if they work
with the Opposition and with
political parties in general in-
cluding the ruling party, they
should be able to get results that
will actually make a tangible
difference in their lives.

(Forinstance), reform of the
NEET. I have seen very quickly
some of their manifesto propo-
sals as on their website. Many
ofthese things can be discussed
andimplemented and what the
government won’t implement
the Opposition can support.
There are things that we can do.
I mean but there has to be an
engagement. The engagement
must take place obviously start-
ing with us as the single largest
Opposition party.

Doyouthink the
Opposition’s political
messaging is not
appealing to the youth?

No, I wouldn’t say that.
Look, it is not unprecedented
that Opposition parties are
sometimes not as quick to cap-
ture amood in such an original
way as an individual with a sa-
tirical bent of mind. Because
that’s not conventional politics.
Butbydoingwhat he hasdone,
young Abhijeet Dipke, has also
I think shown the way to the
rest of usthat thereis an oppor-
tunity waiting to be seized.

"BSF stands tall as the symbol of courage,
dedication and exceptional service -
A resolute line of defence of the Nation."
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Watch' live telecast of Investiture ceremony from
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi on Doordarshan News
& DD News you tube channel, Aakashvani FM Gold
100.1MHz, Indraprastha channel MW366.3mts/
819KHz and airlivenews 24x7 youtube channel
From 1100 hrs onwards.

| CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY

SC acquits Sri Lanka man
held as ‘LTTE member’,
convicted under UAPA

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 21

THE SUPREME Court on Wed-
nesday acquitted a Sri Lankan
national convicted under the
UAPA for being a member of
the proscribed terror outfit
LTTE, concluding that it was a
case of wrong identity.

A three-judge bench of Jus-
tices Vikram Nath, Sandeep
Mehta and Vijay Bishnoi set
aside the July 18, 2024, order of
the trial court convicting and
sentencing the appellant ac-
cused, who, police said, was Sri
alias Ranjan. The bench also set
aside the April 23, 2025, judg-
ment of the Madurai bench of
the Madras High Court uphold-
ingthe conviction and sentence.

Police had claimed that the
appellant, who had a passport
bearing the name Ranjan, had
confessed he was a part of the
second phase of the security de-
tail of LTTE’slate chief Veluppil-
lai Prabhakaran, who gave him
the name Sriin view of his excel-
lent work. He came to India in
2009 and wasallegedly tryingto
revive the terror outfit with assis-
tance from a former compatriot
livingin Switzerland, said police.

The man handed over 75 cy-
anide capsules and 60 gms of

chemical GPS-4 used for mak-
ingcyanidetoaco-accused, with
specific directions to proceed to
Sri Lanka by ferry and hand over
the same to another Sri Lankan
national, soastore-organisethe
LTTE cadres and to eliminate
rival Tamil leaders, said police.
The appellant, however, con-
tended that though his name
was Ranjan, he was not the Sri
the police were looking for.

The SC noted the prosecu-
tion case on the question of
identity rests solely on the oral
testimony of two witnesses, Bal-
achandran and Kumar Dharma
Kumar, and said their “ver-
sion...iscompletely unreliable”.
Justice Mehta said prima facie,

it appears that the duo “who |
had themselves brought their _

relatives from Sri Lanka under
false identities and were under
the scrutiny of the investigating
agency, were, by way of a bar-
gain, prevailed upon to impli-
cate the appellant (accused) in
the present case asthe abscond-
ing accused ‘Sri’... just in order
togive a closure to the case.Itis
therefore, clearly a case where
the appellant has been falsely
implicated by being assigned
the identity of another person,
namely, the so-called abscond-
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ingaccused ‘Sri’.

ADVERTISEMENT
ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, SUKNA

1. Applications are invited with full Bio Data, attested copies of testimonials and one
latest passport size photograph for the post of Headmaster/Headmistress for
Primary Wing on Term Basis alongwith a demand draft of Rs 250/- in favour of
Principal, Army Public School, Sukna payable at Siliguri on or before 20 Jun 2026.

2. Qualification required for Headmaster/Headmistressis as under :-

2.1 Graduate in any specialization with minimum 50% marks in each and

overall aggregate.

2.2 B.Ed/M.Ed/B.EI.Ed/two years Diplomain elementary education.
2.3 Minimum 08 years of teaching experience with atleast of 05 years as PRT in

a CBSE recognized school.

24  Age - Maximum 55 years and 57 years for ESM/Teachers from the same

school.
2.5 QualifiedinCTET and OST.
2.6  IT/Computerliterate.

B ow

through email.

2y

through Military Exchange Extn 2696).
Case No : 155181/AS/Adv 21 May 2026

Salary - Basic- Rs 35,920/- + DA & Other allowances (as applicable).
Only shortlisted candidates will be called for interview and will be intimated

Computer Proficiency test will be held at APS, Sukna on the day of interview.
For further information contact School Office 0353-2573419/2573420 (Army No.

SdX X X XX X X X X

(Mrs Dola Sarkar Sinha)
Principal

Army Public School, Sukna

“Not allowed to leave home’:

Mirwaiz and Lone on death
anniversary of their fathers

Naveed Igbal
Srinagar, May 21

PEOPLE’S CONFERENCE presi-
dent Sajad Lone and Kashmir’s
chief cleric Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
rooq said Friday that they were
restricted fromleaving their resi-
dencesasthey marked the death
anniversary of their fathers.
Lone was set to visit the
Martyrs’ Graveyard, Srinagar,
to pay his respects to his father,
Abdul Gani Lone, and the party
had planned a commemor-
ation event at its Handwara of-
fice, which was later cancelled.
“I, along with my colleagues
at @JKPCOfficial, weretogoto
the Martyrs’ Graveyard today to
offer fateh for my father Abdul
Gani Lone, who was martyred
22 years back on May 21 by ter-
rorists. But police came early

morningand informed me that
I have been placed under house
arrest,” Lone said on Thursday.

Farooq, who alsomarked the
death anniversary of his father,
said he had also been restricted
to his house since Wednesday
evening. “The 21st of May is a
painful reminder of one of the
darkest days in the history of
Kashmir, when peoplelost their
voice with the martyrdom of
theirbeloved leader Shaheed-e-
Millat Mirwaiz Molvi Farooq...”

He also termed it “unfortu-
nate and condemnable” that
the state prevented people from
expressing their sentiments
and “payingtributesto their be-
loved leaders and the martyrs of
Hawal”, He said that “people are
not even allowed to go individ-
ually to Mazar-e-Shuhada at
Eidgah to offer fatiha prayers.”

- i) CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR

Canniddernl www culonshinle ac.in

Central  Unlversity  of

ADMISSION -2026 POSTGRADUATE (PG) PROGRAMMES

Kashmir

Postgraduate Programmes lor the academic sessfon Z2026-2027.
Candidates who have appoancd (n CUET-PG-2026 and are interested
in secking admission to any of the Postgraduate [PG) Programmies
offercd by the Central University of Kashmir, are hereby Informed to
register for admission. The registration process shall stact from 21
May, 2026, For detailed Information regarding registration process
& programmeés offered, the candidares are advised to wvisit

University website: www.cukashmirac.in
Dave: 200052026 5/d Director [1/C] Directorate of Admissions

ANMNOoUnces admissions [ 14]

Lakshmibai National Institute of Physical Education, Gwalior
Deemed to be University

, Government of India,
e Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

No.: Acad./2026-27/06

ADMISSION NOTICE 2026

Date: 20.05.2026

3006, 2026,

for these proorammes is 30.06. 2026

CUET Programimes: Apphcations are invited for next stage of admission 1o
Bachelor of Phy=ical Education (B.P.Ed.), Master ol Physical Education
(M.PEd.), Master of Sports Management (M.5.M.) and Master of Ans
(Yoga) (MA. Yoga) programmes for the academic session 2026-27.
Interested candidates may apply online through the Institute Admission
Portal, The last date for submission of application form for B.P.Ed, is
18.06.2026, for M.P.Ed. 15 24.06.2026 and for M.A. (Yoga) & M.S.M. is

Oihver Programmes: Applications are also invited for admission to Master of
aports: sclence (M55, Master of Ans Sports. lournalism (M.ACSL),
Diploma in Spons Coaching (D.5.C), Diploma in Naturopathy (D.N ). Post
Ciraduate Diploma in Sports Coaching (P.G.D.S.C). Post Graduate
Dhploma in Fitness Management (P.G.D F.M. ) and Post Graduate Diploma
in Sports Strength & Condimoning (P.G.D.S.5.C.) programmes. Candidates
papiring to build a coreer in Physical Education, Sports, Yoga and allied
felds may apply online. The last date for submission of application forms

T'he Link of Institute YWebsite : www.Inipe.edu.in
The Link of Institute Admission Portal :
https:fwww. Inipein/Inipeadmission

(Prof. Yatendra Kumar Singh)

Registrar lic

If your KYC details have changed,
provide a copy of any one document with the
updated details: Aadhaar / Voter's ID card /
NREGA job card / Driving licence / Passport /
Letter issued by the National Population Register.

You can also update your KYC by
visiting your nearest bank branch.

For more information,

visit https://rbikehtahai.rbi.org.in/KYC
Official WhatsApp Nos.
99980 41935 / 99309 91935

Keep your KYC up-to-date

for uninterrupted banking services

If your KYC details have not changed,
submit a self-declaration for Re-KYC through letter / online banking / mobile banking /
ATM / through your mobile number / email, registered
with your bank or Business Correspondents (BCs).

. Jaankaar Baniye,
Satark Rahiye!

paper.ndianexpresa.anm .. .
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Milestones

WHEN UNION Minister of
State for Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying S
P Singh Baghel met Uttar
Pradesh Deputy Chief Min-
ister Brijesh Pathakin
Lucknow on Thursday, the
interaction turned nostal-
gicasbothleadersreflected
ontheirlong political
association. Baghel
recalled that they had ear-
lier worked together as Lok
Sabha MPs and later shared
time in the RajyaSabhaas
well. Baghel pointed out
another coincidence from
their political journey:
when he was serving as MoS
inthe Union Ministry of
Law and Justice, Pathak
was handling the law port-
folioin the Uttar Pradesh
government. Addinga
light-hearted touch to the
conversation, Pathakjoked
that even the first letter “P”
inthe names of their com-
munities —Pal and Pathak
— was common between
them.

Pause on

Foreign Trips

THE ARMED Forces have
begun undertaking auster-
ity measuresinline with
other departments ofthe
Centre and state
governments. One of the
decisionsis cancellation of
pre-scheduled foreign vi-
sits by senior officers of the
military hierarchy. There
will be fewer foreign visits
for the time being by senior
military officers.

Leadership
Change on Cards

AFTER HISrecent visitto
Uttar Pradesh, Lok Sabha
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhiis convinced thata
change ofleadershipis
required in the state. Gan-
dhiislearnttohave
remarked that those who
received him at the airport
were mostly upper caste
leaders and that needs to
change. Sourcesinthe party
said initially the Congress
high command was
consideringreplacing state
party chief Ajay Rai, but
after hisrecent health scare,
which also drew concern
from Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Raiislikely to
continue on the post. AICC
statein-charge Avinash
Pandeislikelytobe
replaced inthe nextone
month, said sources.

THE NEW BJP government in
West Bengal has barred its em-
ployees and officers from inter-
acting with the media without
prior permission, according to
a circular issued by Chief Sec-
retary Manoj Agarwal.

In the circular issued on
May 19, Agarwal reiterated the
existing conduct rules govern-
ing members of the All India
Services (AIS), the West Bengal
Civil Service, the West Bengal
Police Service, and other state
government employees.

Citing the All India Service
(AIS) Conduct Rules, 1968, the
West Bengal Service (Duties,
Rights and Obligations of Gov-
ernment Employees) Rules,
1980, and the West Bengal Gov-
ernment Servants Conduct
Rules, 1959, the circular said the
order applies to employees of
the state government, auton-
omous bodies, boards, corpor-
ations, undertakings, educa-
tional institutions substantially
funded by the government, and
members of the AIS serving in

participation or association of
any member of the services in
any sponsored or privately pro-
duced media program or any
media program sponsored by
the government of India but
produced by an outside
agency,” said the circular.
Later in the day, Rajesh Pan-
dey, Additional Chief Secretary
to the West Bengal govern-
ment, issued another circular
clarifying that the provisions
applied “ONLY to officers and
staff working under regular es-
tablishments” of the state gov-
ernment as well as “Boards,
Corporations, Undertakings,
and other Parastatal organisa-
tions, etc.” under its control.
Meanwhile, the circular is-
sued by Agarwal also highlighted
the “complete prohibition with-
outany governmental order” on
any direct orindirect communi-
cation of any document or in-
formation with the press by the
members of the services. “Com-
plete prohibition, without prior
sanction of the government on

Falta Repoll

Voters show their ink-marked fingers after exercising their franchise during the re-election to the Falta
Assembly seat on Thursday. Central forces and West Bengal Police personnel were deployed in large
numbers to ensure smooth polling. According to EC, 88.13% of votes were cast. ani

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari greets monks during
his visit to Belur Math in Howrah district on Thursday. r1i

any contribution in editing or
managing of any newspaper,
periodical or any other publica-
tion and on any participation in
any radio broadcast or writing
of any article or letter for any
newspaper or periodical by any
member of the services,” it said.

The circular also imposed a
“complete prohibition” on gov-
ernment employees from mak-
ing any adverse criticism of pol-
icies or decisions of the state or
Central government through
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RG Kar case: Calcutta HC orders CBI
SIT probe into ‘hushing-up’ charges

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 21

THE CALCUTTA High Court
on Thursday ordered the set-
ting up of a three-member
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) of the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) to investigate
allegations that there were at-
temptsto “hush up” the RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital
case, where a trainee doctor was
raped and murdered in 2024.
Adivision bench of Justices
Shampa Sarkar and Tirthankar
Ghosh instructed the SIT to
closely examine the sequence

I of events from the time the

post-graduate trainee doctor
had dinner at the hospital on
the night of August 9, 2024,
until her cremation the follow-
ing evening.

Thebench alsodirected the
team to submit a detailed re-
port by June 25, when the
matter will next be heard.

The bench said that, con-
sideringthe social ramifications
of the gruesome incident, the
SIT would look into charges of
evidencedestruction and allega-
tions made by the medic’s par-
ents that there were attempts to
downplay the incident.

The CBI joint director (east)
will head the SIT, while the

names of the other two
members will be finalised
within 48 hours.

The case had triggered
widespread outrage across
West Bengal and among doc-
tors’ associations nationwide.

The victim’s parents ap-
proached the high court seek-
ing a deeper investigation, al-
leging that more than one
person was involved in the
crime and claiming there were
efforts to downplay the matter
in the immediate aftermath.

Earlier, civic volunteer San-
jay Roy was sentenced to life
imprisonment for the rape-
murder of the trainee doctor.

publications, mediainteractions,
broadcasts, statements, or any
other form of communication.
“Complete prohibition on
any publication, interaction,
utterance, broadcast, contribu-
tion in any media, which can
lead tostraining of the relations
of the state government with
the Central government or any
state government/s or between
the Central government and
the government of any foreign
state/s,” the circular added.

Santosh Singh
Patna, May 21

ON THE outskirts of Patna,
beyond the bungalows occu-
pied by Bihar’s political elite, a
cluster of basic structures,
some of them with thatched
roofs, near IIT Patna is emerg-
ing as the new nerve centre of
Prashant Kishor’s Jan Suraaj
Party (JSP).

For Kishor, the move is
morethan achange of address.
Until now, the JSPhad been op-
erating from the Patna resi-
dence shared by former MPs
Uday Singh and N K Singh. On
Wednesday, speaking at a party
meeting in Darbhanga, Kishor
announced that he had shifted
to what the party calls the “Jan
Bihar Navnirman Ashram”, lo-
cated near Amhara village on
Patna’s outskirts.

“I shifted my residence on
the night of May 19 to the Jan
Bihar Navnirman Ashram, the
official JSP address near IIT
Patna,” Kishor said. “I will stay
there until the next Assembly
elections and until the Jan Su-
raaj Party brings change in
Bihar with its own setup.”

The new campus, built on
leased land, resembles an ash-
ram more than a conventional
political office. It consists of
mud-and-thatch houses and
makeshift structures.

The political strategist-
turned-politician had earlier at-
tempted to run party activities
from a temporary structure

. alongthebanksofthe Gangain

Centre to states

The conduct of Central gov-
ernment employeesis mon-
itored under two sets of
rules: The All India Civil
Service (Conduct) rules for
all three all-India services —
IAS, IPS and IFoS; and under
Central Civil Service (Con-
duct) Rules for others. These
are generally followed by the
state governments for their
employees as well, and they
also frame such rules for
their employees and issue
suchinstructions from time
totime remindingtheir staff
aboutthem.

Asfarasthe central govern-
ment is concerned, conduct of
its employees is monitored
under the All India Civil Service
(Conduct) rules for all three all-
India services and under Cen-
tral Civil Service (Conduct)
Rules for other services. These

such instructions from time to
time reminding their em-
ployees about these rules.

Rules-6 of AIS Rules states,
“No member of the Service
shall, in any radio broadcast or
communication over any pub-
lic media or in any docu-
ment...make any statement of
fact oropinion — Which hasthe
effect of an adverse criticism of
any current or recent policy or
action of the Central Govern-
mentor a State Government; or
which is capable of embarrass-
ing the relations between the
Central Government and any
State Government; or which is
capable of embarrassing there-
lations between the Central
Government and the Govern-
ment of any Foreign State.”

These rules, though, further
say, “Provided that nothing in
this rule shall apply to any
statement made or views ex-
pressed by amember of the Ser-
vice in his official capacity and
in the due performance of the
duties assigned to him.”

Kolkata, May 21

ANFIR hasbeen lodged against
actors Parambrata Chattopad-
hyay and Swastika Mukherjee
over alleged provocative social
media posts made during the
2021 post-poll violence in West
Bengal, police said on Thursday.

The complaint was filed at
Gariahat police station by ad-
vocate Joydeep Sen, who al-
leged that the actors had made
remarks on social media that
could have incited political vi-
olence in the charged atmos-
phere following the assembly
election results in May 2021.

According to the complaint,
Parambrata had posted on X,
then Twitter, on May 2, 2021,
afterthe TMC crossed the major-
ity mark, “Let today be declared
World Thrashing Day”. Swastika
allegedly responded to the post
by writing, “Hahaha, let it be”.

The complainant alleged
that such remarks resulted in
an atmosphere of political hos-
tility and violence.

AFTER BIHAR POLLS SETBACK

With move to ‘ashram’, Prashant Kishor
marks new chapter for him and party

The relocation signals the beginning of a renewed political
campaign by Prashant Kishor’s Jan Suraaj Party

Patna, but the experiment did
not last.

The relocation signals the
beginning of a renewed politi-
cal campaign by the JSP, which
secured just 344% of the votein
the 2025 Assembly polls and
failed to emerge as a significant
challenger to the established
political players in Bihar.

“We had earlier decided to
give the new government six
months’ time,” Kishor said. “But
now we have decided to restart
our activities afresh because
only the face of the government
has changed, not the problems
and challenges before Bihar.”

After a party meeting in
Darbhanga on Wednesday, Ki-

shor targeted the government
of Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary. Referring to re-
ports about expansion work at
the Chief Minister’s residence,
hesaid: “While migration from
Bihar continues unabated,
even 25 acres feels insufficient
for the new Chief Minister.
Huge amounts are being spent
on upkeep that could instead
be used for pensions for gov-
ernment employees.”

Kishor also targeted the gov-
ernment over its promises to
women and youth. Referringto
the pledge of financial assis-
tance for women, he said the
JSP would launch a campaign
demanding the implementa-

tion of the government’s prom-
ise to provide Rs 2 lakh to each
woman beneficiary.

“Those who made such
promises themselves left
power, promoted their own
children, and left Bihar’s youth
to do manual labour,” he said,
in an apparent swipe at former
chief minister Nitish Kumar
and the induction of his son,
Nishant Kumar, into politics.

Onthe NEET paperleak, Ki-
shor adopted a sharper tone.
“The newsis not that the paper
leaked; it would have been
news if it had not leaked,” he
said. “When the keys of the
vault are handed to the thief,
how will corruption and paper
leaks stop?”

Even as Kishor attempts to
revive momentum around the
JSP, the party has faced organ-
isational setbacks in recent
months. Several leaders have
exited the outfit after the Assem-
bly elections, including singer
Ritesh Pandey, who had unsuc-
cessfully contested from Karga-
har, Kishor’shome constituency.

Former IPS officer Anand
Mishra, who had quit the JSP
before the elections, is now a
BJP MLA from Buxar. More re-
cently, senior JSP leader YV
Giri triggered speculation in
political circles after paying
what he described as a “cour-
tesy visit” to Chief Minister
Samrat Choudhary — a leader
Kishor hasrepeatedly criticised
over his educational qualifica-
tions and an alleged pending
case.

‘Some ask why India did not push on in Op Sindoor... Look at wars across world’

AS JAMMU and Kashmir
battles cross-border terrorism,
a growing narco network and
the challenge of reviving tour-
ism after the Pahalgam attack,
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
MANOJ SINHA said in an in-
terview with DEEPTIMAN
TIWARY that the administra-
tion is pursuing a hardline se-
curity and anti-drug strategy
while pushing rehabilitation
and public outreach. Excerpts:

Ithas been one year since
Operation Sindoor. It was
meantas adeterrent, yet
infiltration attempts
continue. Has itachieved
its objective?

The objective of Operation
Sindoor was clear, and the way
our armed forcesachieved ithas
very few parallels. Some people
askwhy India did not go further
despite having the upper hand.
I'would ask them to look at the
wars currently being fought
elsewhere in the world...

I believe Operation Sindoor
hasworked as a deterrent. Infil-
tration attempts continue - in-
cluding with the backing of the
Pakistan State —but our security
forcesarefullyalert... Thisisthe

same Kashmirwherelocal mili-
tant recruitment once ran into
three digits... it has come down
to single digits. Not a single top
commander of known terror
groups is alive. Those infiltrat-
ingdon’t survive for long.

The security spotlight has
shifted towards Pir Panjal
and the Chenabregion.
Has Jammu become the
principal theatre of
militancy in J&K?

Earlier, our focus was con-
centrated on Kashmir, so our
adversary tried to open a front
in Jammu. After some initial
setbacks, we strengthened the
security grid... The encounters
in Kathua, Udhampur and
Kishtwar, including the killing
of top Jaish commander Saiful-
lah, show that the situation is
now under control.

How serious is the narco-
terror nexus in J&K?
Investigations into several
cases, including examination of
forward and backward link-
ages,havemadeitclearthatthe
network is being run from
across the border. In J&K, drug
smuggling and terrorism are di-

rectly connected. The money
generated through narcotics
eventually reaches terror
groups... Over the past few
years, we have achieved signifi-
cant control over terrorism. We
cannot allow narco-terror net-
works to reverse those gains.

What steps are being taken
to stop the flow of drugs
from across the border?

We have identified vulner-
able border areas. In Kupwara,
Tangdhar and Keran are sensi-
tive; in Baramulla, Uri; in Ban-
dipora, Gurez.Inthe Jammure-
gion, Kathua, because of its
proximity to Punjab, alongwith
Samba, Rajouriand Poonch are
vulnerable. Some consign-
ments are also coming through
courier networks... Drone-
droppingis another challenge...

You are leading padyatras
across J&K against drug
abuse. What kind of
response are you seeing?
We began the campaign in
Kashmir in 2021. Initially, the
focus was on law enforcement
and seizures, but we began re-
ceiving information that more
and more young people, includ-

. EXPRESS
Interview

| MANOJSINHA
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, JAMMU & KASHMIR

ing girls, were falling into drug
addiction. That is when we de-
cided towork simultaneously on
three fronts — disrupting the
supply chain, creating aware-
ness and rehabilitation.

For awareness, we created a
portal where families can confi-
dentially seek help... More
people are now sharinginforma-
tion about peddlers in their lo-
calities. The public response has
been unprecedented. I have
travelled through eight districts
in Jammu... Youth, women, re-
ligious leaders, academics,

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

political workers, sportsper-
sons... everyone hasjoined the
padyatras. On the enforcement
side, since April 11, hundreds of
drug peddlers have been ar-
rested, their properties attached
and major seizuresmade. We are
now displaying lists of top
smugglers in police stations...
One small-time smuggler ap-
proached an SSP and com-
plained, ‘Sir, I was caught with
only 30 grams.!

Critics say the focusis on
enforcement, but

rehabilitation infrastruc-
ture remains inadequate.

I admit that we do not yet
have enough rehabilitation
centres. Expandingsuch infra-
structure overnight is not poss-
ible, so we have reserved beds
inmedical colleges and district
hospitals. We also shut down
some fraudulent rehab centres.
Our aimisto establish rehabili-
tation centresin every district...

When the baton of the po-
lice, the authority of the admin-
istration and the cooperation of
society come together, results
come faster and have a lasting
impact. People must under-
stand the damage drug abuse
causes to families and society.
This battle cannot be won by
enforcement agencies alone.

There has been criticism
over demolition of houses
belonging to suspected
drugpeddlers.

In my public meetings, I re-
peatedly tell people thatifeven
one innocent person has been
wrongly targeted, they should
inform us immediately... the
responsible officer will face
consequences. But whenever I
ask people whether our action

New Delhi

isjustified, they say it should be
even stricter...

Tourism is recovering, but
operators say occupancy is
still only around 30-40%...
How are you trying to
restore confidence after
the Pahalgam attack?
Tourism had reached rec-
ord levels in J&K in recent
years. After the Pahalgam at-
tack, there was naturally a de-
cline, but the sector is now re-
covering. Many new hotels
have come up. In border vil-
lages, we promote homestays.
Some adventure tourism
sites remain shut because infil-
trating groups from Pakistan
take shelter in forestsand moun-
tains... But the Special Oper-
ations Group of J&K Police has
formed dedicated squads
trained for prolonged deploy-
ment and jungle warfare in the
higher reaches of Pir Panjal to
neutralise theseterrorists. Neatly
90% of tourist sites are already
open, and the remaining ones
should reopen by next week...

J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah has argued that
terrorism cannotbe

tackled if the elected
governmentis kept out of
the security loop. He has
also criticised the ‘dual
authority’ arrangement of
theCM and LG in J&K.

The administrative frame-
work of Union Territories is not
something new in India. I
understand the sentiments of
peoplein J&K... Asfar assecur-
ity is concerned, the people of
the country know what the
situation in J&K used to be ear-
lier and how many innocent
lives were being lost. I do not
want to say much beyond that.

Young people in J&K often
speak about unemploy-
ment, drug abuse... Does
the administration see
these as interconnected
challenges?

I do not subscribe to the the-
ory that unemployment or pov-
erty automatically leads to ter-
rorism. Many parts of the
country have far greater poverty
than J&K... Unemployment is
far higher in other states. Yet
peoplethere donot turn towards
terrorism.

FULLINTERVIEW ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Bhojshala case:
HC judgment
challengedin
Supreme Court

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 21

THE MUSLIM side on Thurs-
day moved the Supreme Court
challenging a Madhya Pradesh
High Court order, which said
the disputed Bhojshala com-
plexin Dhar district of the state
was atemple dedicated to God-
dess Saraswati.

The Hindu community con-
siders Bhojshala a temple dedi-
cated to Goddess Saraswati,
while the Muslim side calls the
11th-century monument the
Kamal Maula Mosque. The dis-
puted complex in Dhar is pro-
tected by the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI). The ap-
peal by the mosque’s caretaker,
Qazi Moinuddin, has chal-
lenged the May 15 order of the
HC. Inahuge win for the Hindu
side, the HC declared that the
disputed Bhojshala complex
was atemple dedicated to God-
dess Saraswati, and the Centre
and the ASIcandecide onitsad-
ministration and management.

The HC also quashed an
April 7, 2003, order of the ASI
that allowed Muslims to offer
namaz inside the Bhojshala
complex every Friday.

The HC bench hearing the
case also said that the Muslim
community may approach the
Madhya Pradesh government
for the allotment of separate
land in the district for the con-
struction of a mosque. In its
much-awaited verdict, the HC
noted that there were indica-
tions of a Sanskrit teaching
centre and atemple of Goddess
Saraswati existing in the Bhoj-
shala complex.

Later in the day, over 1,500
police personnel, supported by
drones and CCTV surveil-
lance, were deployed around
the Bhojshalain Dhar after the
Bhoj Utsav Samiti called upon
members of the Hindu com-
munity to assemble for a col-
lective akhand puja at the
complex Friday, claiming it
would mark the first such oc-
casionin721years. The district
administration has appealed
for peace and strict adherence
to court orders.

Criticism not a threat to personality right:
HConChadhaplea agalnst online posts

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, May 21

POSTS ON social media alleg-
ing that Raghav Chadha had
“sold himself for money” lay
more in the domain of defama-
tion, the Delhi High Court told
the Rajya Sabha MP on Thurs-
day while hearing his plea
seeking protection for his “per-
sonality rights”.

The posts appeared to be a
“criticism of decisions taken by
him (Chadha) in the political
arena”, the court observed
orally. Justice Subramonium
Prasad reserved his verdict on

the specificaspect of interim re-
lief that Chadha was seeking.
Chadha led an exodus of
seven MPs of the AAP to the
BJP on April 24, triggering
fierce criticism from the AAP,
including attacks and name-
calling on social media.
Expressing his prima facie
view that Chadha’s suit did not
appear to involve a question of
personality rights, Justice Pra-
sad, addressing counsel for
Chadha Senior Advocate Rajiv
Nayar, said orally: “Here it is
just criticism...on decisions
taken by you in the political
arena... Prima facie, they are

MP Raghav Chadha sought
removal of Al-generated and
deepfake content allegedly
circulating against him. riLE

only criticism of political deci-
sion...Itisan attackor critique.”
The courtindicated that the
objections being raised by
Chadha would lie in the ambit
of defamation, although his
suit has claimed protection for
his personality rights. Nayar
sought interim relief from the
court for the alleged defama-
tory or objectionable posts
flagged by Chadha, arguing,
“The story which has gone is
that I (Chadha) have traded for
money. That can’t be criticism.”
The court, however, re-
frained from immediately in-
juncting the said posts and

content. “Thereis adifference
between commercialisation of
personality rights and criti-
cism,” the court said.

Chadha has sought the
court’srelief against various en-
tities who allegedly exploited
his likeness, and sought take-
down of Al-generated and
deepfake content allegedly
circulating against him.

In recent years, the Delhi
HC has seen a flurry of suits by
celebrities, social media in-
fluencers, sports personalities,
and politicians such as Shashi
Tharoor, seeking the protection
of their personality rights.

‘The ‘burden’ of proof: As chargesheets surgein
volume & data, accused seek access to computers

Sadaf Modak
Mumbai, May 21

IN 2006, some of the accused in
the Mumbai serial train blasts
case had to approach the court
for permission to keep their over
10,000-page chargesheet in
their barracks; the overcrowded
Arthur Road Jail barrack barely
had space for its prisoners.
Twenty years later, the jail
still remains crowded, charge-
sheets have only gotlonger, and
the struggle for space has gone
digital. Undertrials across jails
are seeking access to com-
puters or laptops to read the
electronic evidence against
them. From accused in the
now-concluded Malegaon
2008 blast case to those booked
in the Elgaar Parishad case of
2017-18, several accused have
been given permission to use
computers, with curbs.
Whilejail authorities oppose
such pleas, citing lack of ad-
equate staff to monitor usage
and apprehensions of misuse,
courts have been receptive on
the grounds that the accused
need to access e-data against
them. Intheterrorscare casein-
volving the Ambani residence

e CASEOF THE PILING PAPERS

® Mumbai serial train blasts
2006: ATS filed a chargesheet
running into over 10,000 pages

® Elgaar Parishad case,
2017-18: Pune Police filed an
over 5,000-page chargesheet;
NIA which took over had one
spilling over 10,000 pages,
including electronic proof

® Antilia terror scare, 2021: NIA

chargesheet over 10,000 pages,
agency collected 1,000 terabytes
of electronic data

® Delhiriots case, 2020:
Chargesheet running into 20,000
pages, the Supreme Court
permitted accused to file copies
ona pendrive ina pending appeal

® Red Fort blast, 2025: NIA
chargesheet raninto 7,500 pages

Antilia, for example, the NIA
submitted in court that it had
collected 1,000 terabytes of e-
data—equivalent toroughly 10
billion pages of text —including
about 39,000 clips of CCTV foot-
age, apart from emails and call
datadumps. Oneoftheaccused,
the dismissed cop, Sachin Waze,
sought access to a laptop to go
through the same. In jail since
2021, he told the court that he
was ready to pay for electricity
and Internet charges.

Jail authorities opposed the
plea arguing that if Waze was
given access, others too would
make similar demands, which
would be “dangerous”. Granting
Waze’srequest, the court said in

Indian War Memorial in Seoul

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and South Korean Minister of Patriots & Veterans Affairs Kwon Oh-eul
during the inauguration of Indian War Memorial at Imjingak Park in Seoul on Thursday. Highlighting
the ‘enduring legacy’ of India’s contribution to peace and humanitarian assistance for the Korean
Peninsula, Singh said that the shared history and sacrifices of the two nations continue to serve as a
strong foundation for the India-Republic of Korea Special Strategic partnership. pri

Revolutionary Goans Party chief
quits, cites nternal rlft in letter

Pavneet Singh Chadha
Panaji, May 21

REVOLUTIONARY GOANS
Party (RGP) chief Manoj Parab
on Thursday resigned as the
party’s president, claiming to
have “quit active politics for-
ever”, citing “internal” riftsand
“individual power-centric
politics”. In his resignation
letter sent to the party’s general
secretary, Parab said that nine
years ago, they started a revol-
ution with a dream to fight for
Goa and for Goenkars.
“Today, with a very heavy
heart, I feel that the same revol-
ution has turned into dirty
politics. From internal politics

Review CBSE Class 12 evaluation

process, Brittas urges Pradhan

New Delhi: Rajya Sabha MP John Brittas on Thursday
wrote to Union Education Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han, expressing concern over the CBSE Class 12 results
for 2026, urging an independent review of the evalu-
ation process, the revaluation framework and techni-
cal glitches affecting the answer sheet access portal.
Brittas said anxiety had emerged among students,
parents and teachers after the declaration of the results
and pointed to adrop in the overall pass percentage. He
said the decline has been linked by several observersto
the introduction of the On-Screen Marking system. PTI

I’'m sorry... My inner voice does
not give me permission to play
dirty politics, says Manoj Parab

to individual power-centric
politics, all this has broken me
from within.” He acknowledged
thatasthe party chief, “maybeI
failed to take necessary actions
at the right time”. “But one
thing I can proudly say is that I

gave my best to create leaders
who could challenge the system
and fight for Goa fearlessly. My
dream was to see Goenkars
fighting to save their villages
and identity. This gives me sat-
isfaction that the revolution,
somewhere, has reached the
hearts of the people.”

Parab’s resignation comes
after weeks of simmering ten-
sion between two factionsinthe
party. In hisletter, Parab alluded
to a recent meeting of a faction
of party membersin Margao, ac-
cusingthem of tryingto “break”
the party. “Iamsorry thatIcould
not take this ahead. My inner
voice does not give me per-
mission to play dirty politics.”

a May 2024 order: “Admittedly,
the data of e-evidence is huge.
Togothroughit, the helpofade-
vice like acomputer or laptopis
necessary.” As regards Internet
access, the court said the prison
need not provide the same. Con-
sequently, Waze was allowed to
use a laptop between 11 am and
4 pm daily, under the supervi-
sion of jail authorities.

Elgaar Parishad accused Sur-
endra Gadling and Arun Ferre-
ira, who are themselveslawyers,
moved court for the use of com-
puters in Taloja Jail, citing the
evidence submitted by the NIA
against them on a hard disk.
While jail authorities opposed
the pleas saying there was no

Indiaabstainson
UNGA resolutionon
ICJ climate ‘opinion’

Press Trust of India
United Nations, May 21

INDIA ABSTAINED from vot-
ing on a UN General Assembly
resolution calling on countries
tocomply with their obligations
on climate change, voicing con-
cern that the draft “under-
mines” the “sacrosanct architec-
ture” of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change.

The resolution was adopted
inthe 193-member General As-
sembly on Wednesday with 141
votes in favour, eight against
and 28 abstentions, including
by India. India said it had en-
gaged constructively during ne-
gotiations on the resolution and
clarified its concerns and posi-
tions at every stage. “We are
therefore disappointed that our
concerns were not addressed,
despite our best efforts to find
common ground,” it said.

In the Explanation of Vote,
FirstSecretary inIndia’s Perma-
nent Mission to the UN, Petal
Gahlot, said adoption of the res-
olution by the General Assem-
bly does not create binding
commitments for India. “Our
obligations arise only from out-
comes adopted under the
UNFCCC process... India was
notinaposition tovotein favour
of this resolution,” she said.

Theresolution titled ‘Advis-
ory opinion of the International
Court of Justice on the obliga-
tions of States in respect of cli-
mate change’ welcomed the
July 2025 unanimous advisory
opinion of the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) on States’
obligations on climate change.
It affirmed the importance of
theICJ’sadvisory opinionasan
authoritative contribution to
the clarification of existing in-
ternational law.

provision for this in the prison
manual, the court permitted
them to use a computer for an
hour twice a week, along with
necessary software. Similarly, in
2011, Lieutenant Colonel Prasad
Purohit, acquitted in the Mal-
egaon 2008 blast case, was given
permissiontousealaptopinjail.

In 2008, an orthopaedic sur-
geon called Dr L Prakash, who
wasservingtimein Puzhal Cen-
tral Jail in Chennai for alleged
cyber porn, invoked habeas cor-
puswhileseekingaccesstoalap-
top in jail for him and all others
who applied for it. Prakash said
that while the prison had about
a dozen devices in its computer
labfor training, he wanted a per-
sonal computer. The MadrasHC
looked into precedents on in-
materightsand considered ifthe
use of computers was a funda-
mental right falling under Ar-
ticle19.It held Prakash could not
begiven a personal laptop but di-
rected thejail toallow him access
toacomputer with supervision.

In 2020, a courtin Kochi pro-
vided alleged Maoist operative
Roopesh access to 45 minutes of
Internet per week, to access of-
ficial websites of SC and other
courts, and legal search websites

as he was a law graduate and
wanted to represent himself.
Wahid Shaikh, among those
accused in the Mumbai train
blasts, but later acquitted, and
who now fights for the rights of
prisoners, says having access to
evidence can materially impact
a case. “Having access to the
chargesheet in our case helped
us understand it well, and we
could point out the fabrication
done by the investigators,” he
said, adding that this has be-
come even more important now.
One reason for this is the re-
placement of the IPC with BNSS,
under which investigators are
required to video-record search
and seizure processes —thusin-
creasing the component of e-
evidence. At the same time, it’s
only asmall portion of prisoners
who are digitally literate. The
Prison Statistics of India, 2024,
states that 9,064 people across
India benefited from computer
coursesinjails, including 608 in
Maharashtra. According to a
prison official, ifthe demand by
inmates to access computers
rose “it will be difficult to moni-
r”. “With evidence gone tech-
mcal it may come to be that
others start filing pleas too.”

Amid the heatwave in UP’s Prayagraj on Thursday. p1i

At476°C,UP’s Banda
yet again the hottest
place in India: IMD

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 21

SEVERALSTATES across India
sweltered under blistering heat
on Thursday, with Uttar Pra-
desh’s Banda district again
emerging asthe hottest placein
India at 47.6 degrees Celsius (°C).
The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) said that “heat-
wave” to “severe heatwave” con-
ditions prevailed in several
places of Uttar Pradesh, Hima-
chal Pradesh, Haryana, Uttarak-
hand, Jammu & Kashmir, Delhi,
Punjab and Madhya Pradesh.

AsBandaagainrecorded the
highest temperature in India
with 47.6°C, the IMD issued a
‘Red’warning for the next three
days as well as an ‘Orange’
warning, thereafter, in view of
the possibility of heatwave to
“severe heatwave” conditions
and warm night conditions at
isolated places across Uttar Pra-
desh over the next week.

In view of the “severe heat-
wave” and continuously rising
temperaturesinthe state, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
directed officials to exercise
complete vigilance regarding
relief and rescue operations. A
‘Red’ warning is the highest
level of weather alert, meaning
“take action”.

The Meteorological Centre,
Lucknow, said that the absence
of an active weather system, en-
hanced radiational heatingdue
to clear sky and dry weather,
and the subsidence of hot winds

associated with an anticyclone
over central Indiain the middle
tropospheric levels have aggra-
vated the heat conditionsin UP.
Similar conditions prevailed
inthe neighbouringstates of Ha-
ryanaand Punjabtoo. Haryana’s
Sirsa, with 45.8°C, and Punjab’s
Faridkot, with 45.9°C, turned out
tobethehottest placesin thetwo
states. Chandigarh braved yet
another hot day at 44.2°C, over
four notches above normal, the
MeT said. The maximum tem-
perature at Gurugram was42°C.
In Punjab, Bathinda saw the
maximum temperature at
45.6°C, while Patiala recorded
449°C, five degrees over normal.
Ludhiana saw temperaturesris-
ing to 43°C, four degrees above
normal, and Amritsar at 41.5°C.
Heatwave conditions per-
sisted at several placesin Hima-
chal Pradesh, with mercury
levels staying three to five de-
grees above normal. Unasizzled
at 44.3°C, followed by Neri at
41°C and Sundernagar at 39.9°C.
Thelocal Meteorological station
issued an ‘Orange’ alert for
thunderstorms, along with
lightning, hail and gusty winds
for Kangra, Kullu, Mandi,
Shimlaand Chamba for May 22.
In Uttarakhand, the admin-
istration advised children, sen-
ior citizens, and outdoor
workersto exercise special cau-
tion. The weather office warned
that temperatures in the plains
may exceed 40 degrees Celsius,
while hill districts will likely
breach the 30°C-mark.

Indian Railways’
New Gift to Rajasthan

(20 Coaches)

jnurmeys

Jodhpur—Delhi Vande Bharat Express

|+ Increased passenger capacity with additional coaches
| - Easy booking for quicker and mare comfortable

‘ » Enhanced travel experience far passengers

+ Boost to tourism

@ Inauguration of o st

Extension of Sabarmati~Jodhpur Express
up to Jaisalmer

- Better rail conrectivity between
Gujarat and Rajasthan
- Opportunities for employment

‘ ‘ Indian Eailwm.rs IHE'I'S d |:Ii1.|'-[It.E|1 role in EnnnEI:[Ing our
nation, It is truly the lifeline of aur progress. , ,

— Narendra Modi

Coach Care Complex, Jaisalmer

(Through Video Conferencing)

« Advanced maintenance facilities

« Improved safety in rail operations

- Expansion of train services in area

- Future-ready infrastructure for advance technologies
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Bhuj—Jalore—Pali Marwar-Delhi Express

- First-ever direct rail connectivity for the jalore region with jaipur and Delhi
- Suppart for the granite, embroidery and mojari industries of the region
- Promotion of cultural and regional towrism

(@=

22May2026 () Jalore (D) 15:00 hs

() pali Marwar () 18:30 nrs)

Bhupendra Patel

Chief Minister, Gujarat
{Through Vides Conferencing)
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NEET cancelled as exam credibility was ™
, NTA officials tell House panel | &

‘Arrested expert also translated

impacted

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 21

SENIOR OFFICIALS of the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA)
were learnt to have told a par-
liamentary panel on Thursday
that the NEET-UG examin-
ation was cancelled because
the situation had reached a
point where the credibility of
the examination was impacted.

The remarks by the NTA of-
ficials were made at a meeting
of the Parliamentary Commit-
tee on Education, Women,
Children, Youth and Sports,
which is headed by Congress
MP Digvijaya Singh.

The panel had summoned
top officials of the Education
Ministry and NTA officials, in-
cludingits Director General Ab-
hishek Singh and Chairperson
Pradeep Kumar Joshi.

The Committee members
from the Opposition parties are
learnt to have raised questions
regarding the alleged intelli-
gence failure and thatitshould
be viewed seriously. During the
meeting, demands were raised
from Opposition members for
senior NTA officials to take
moral responsibility for the al-
leged leak.

The Opposition leadersand
the NTA officials are learnt to
have differed on calling the
incident a paper leak, with BJP
members suggesting that it
should be said that the examin-
ation was compromised and
not that there was a leak.

NTA Director General Abhishek Singh arrives for ameeting on the
NEET-UG paper leak row, in New Delhi on Thursday. AnivibEo GrRAB

The committee also di-
rected the NTA to submit more
detailed explanations on the al-
leged leak. The officials are
learnt to have told the panel
that steps were being taken to
conduct the re-examinationin
a flawless mannetr.

During the meeting, de-
mands were raised that senior
officials should take moral re-
sponsibility. Officials from the
Education Ministry informed
the committee that the inci-
dent was unfortunate.

There were also objections
from the panel members dur-
ing the meeting regarding
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan’s com-
ments at a press conference re-
cently that the House commit-
tee had members from
Opposition parties and that
their remarks were writtenin a

Calcutta HCrefusesto
stay cattle slaughter
notice, asks govt to
decide on exemptions

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 21

NOT JUST Refusing to put a
stay on the West Bengal govern-
ment’s order regulating the
slaughter of cattle in the state,
the Calcutta High Court on
Thursday left it to the newly
formed BJP government to de-
cide on exemptions in view of
Eid al-Adha within 24 hours.
The Islamic festival of Eid al-
Adha, also known as Bakrid,
falls next week.

The Division Bench of Chief
Justice Sujoy Paul and Justice
ParthaSarathi Sen also ordered
the state government to amend
its May 13 notice by “expressly
incorporating that slaughter of
animals, including cows and
buffaloes, in open public places
is strictly prohibited”, adding,
“Sacrifice of a cow is not a part
of the festival of Id-Uz-Zoha
and is not a religious require-
ment under Islam,” as decided
by the Supreme Court in Hanif
Quershi vs State of Bihar.

The High Court was hear-
ing a bunch of petitions over
the state government’s May 13
notification, inwhich it had is-
sued asetof guidelines barring
animal slaughter without a "fit
certificate" from authorities
and warned of penal action if
the directions are not followed.

Senior lawyer Bikash Ran-
jan Bhattacharya, appearing
for one of the petitioners seek-
ing an exemption under Sec-
tion 12 of the Animal Slaughter
Control Act, 1950, for perform-
ing the religious rituals during
the festival, submitted before

DivyaA
New Delhi, May 21

NOT JUST a packet of India
toffee Melody, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also gifted two
exquisite garment accessories
—aMugasilkstole from Assam
and an off-white Shirui Lily silk
stole from Manipur —to hisIta-
lian counterpart Giorgia Meloni.

Muga silk, known as the
“goldensilk” of Assam, isarare
textile from the Brahmaputra
Valley. It is produced without
any artificial dyes. The Shirui
Lily silk stole draws its inspira-
tion from the misty heights of
Shirui Kashong Peak in Ma-

the court that the law was
framed in 1950, when agricul-
ture was dependent on do-
mestic animals, but at present,
farming is technology-driven.

He stated that Section 12 of
the Act provides for relaxation
for religious purposes. Bhatta-
charya also claimed that there
has been a healthy growth in
the cattle population over the
years in West Bengal.

Opposingit, thestateand the
Centre's lawyers submitted that
the notification imposing cer-
tain restrictions was issued as
perthe provisionsofthe Actand
judgments of this high court in
2018. Another plaintiff's lawyet,
Debyani Sengupta, made a plea
for a ban on cow slaughter on
Bakrid. “Let there be acomplete
ban on cow slaughter during
Bakrid. A monitoring commit-
tee should be constituted," she
told the court.

On the exemptions sought
by a group of petitioners, the
High Court said, “...we are in-
clined to direct that the State
shall take a decision... regard-
ing exemption... Considering
the fact that the festivals may
take place on 27/28th of this
month, the State shall take a
decision in this regard within
24 hours from the date of com-
munication of this order.”

On the plea seeking a com-
plete ban on cow slaughter, the
Benchsaid, “In our opinion, the
Act 0f 1950 takes care of the re-
lief prayed for by the petitioner,
and we have no doubt that the
State will endeavour to imple-
ment the Act and Rules made
thereunder in its true spirit.”

nipur. Itisnamed after the rare
Shirui Lily, a delicate bell-
shaped flower with pale pink-
ish-white petals that blooms
nowhere else in the world. The
lily also holds deep cultural res-
onance in Italy, where it has
long symbolised purity, grace
and artistic refinement, fre-
quently appearing in Renais-
sance art.

Queen Maxima of the Ne-
therlands was presented with a
pair of Meenakari and Kundan
earrings sourced from the royal
ateliers of Rajasthan. Uniting
two historic art forms — Mee-
nakari (enamelling onto metal)
and Kundan (the setting of

“certain way”.

Committee members, in-
cluding Dean Kuriakose, ob-
jected to the minister’s state-
ment that the committee was
“playing politics™.

Last week, while addressing
a press conference, Pradhan
was asked about the issues that
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee had flagged in its
report last year. Pradhan had
said: “I will not go by the
opinion of the parliamentary
committee. I will go by the rec-
ommendation of the Radhak-
rishnan committee...Iwill pro-
ceed based on facts; we won’t
talk about assumptions. In
political tones...I will respond
in Parliament... The parlia-
mentary standing committee
has Opposition members. They
write in a certain way, you also
know that.”

botany and zoology questions’

Abhinaya Harigovind &
Mahender Singh Manral
New Delhi, May 21

THE CBIl investigation into the
alleged NEET-UG paper leak
has found that one of the ar-
rested subject experts, Manisha
Gurunath Mandhare, was not
only involved in setting the
question paper but also in
translatingit, it is learnt.

Arrested last week, Mand-
hare, a Biology subject expert
from Pune’s Modern College of
Arts, islearnt to have translated
questions from both Botany
and Zoology sections, giving
her access to awider portion of
the paper than previously
known.

Another arrested expert, re-
tired Chemistry lecturer PV
Kulkarni of Dayanand Junior
College in Latur, was reportedly
involved in translating the
paper into Marathi.

CBI has also found that
Mandhare conspired with
other co-accused, including
Manisha Waghmare and Kul-
karni.

“In April 2026, she mobi-
lised prospective NEET exam-
ination candidates through
Waghmare and conducted
special coaching classes for
these students at her Pune resi-

Manisha Gurunath Mandhare
was not only involved in setting
the NEET question paper but
alsoinits translation

dence. Initial investigation has
revealed that she got full access
tothe question papers after she
was asked by the NTA to trans-
late selective questions,” a
source said.

She provided exam-related
questions or content to selected
students in consideration of
“substantial monetary bene-
fits”. “She was taken to Pune to
disclose all the places where the
class was taken by her, where
she met Waghmare, and to con-
front some of the suspected stu-
dents,” the source said.

Apart from English, candi-
dates can write the NEET-UG
exam in 12 regional languages.

Sourceshad earliertold The
Indian Express that the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA)
has two translators for each of
the 12 languages. The subject
experts involved in paper set-
ting are also engaged in trans-
lation to reduce the number of
people who have access to the
question papetr, sources said.

In its internal probe before
theinquiry washanded overto
CBI, the agency had found that
all Chemistry questions, and
some from the Biology section,
in the NEET-UG question
paper matched with a “guess
paper”. The NEET paper has
180 questions covering Chem-
istry, Biology, and Physics.

After subject experts sug-
gest questions, a team of these
experts combines them into
question papers, and at least
two are prepared. These papers
are then vetted, solved, and
translated before they are sent
out for printing.

Mandhare’s arrest came a
day after the CBI arrested co-ac-
cused Prahlad Vittal Rao Kul-
karni from Pune, identifying
him as the source of the NEET-
UG 2026 examination paper
leaks. NEET-UG, which was
held for 22 lakh candidates on
May 3, was cancelled last week
over allegations of a paper leak.

How ‘NALSAR model’ got narrow
exception in the Supreme Court

Nikhila Henry
Hyderabad, May 21

IN THE summer of 2017, NAL-
SAR University of Law on the
outskirts of Hyderabad woke up
to a dog killing: a mother was
poisoned and her four puppies
wiped out by unknown people
on the campus. The shocking
incident gave birth toNALSAR’s
own campus dog management.

Today, theinitiativeis thriv-
ing, as a walk through the 50-
acre NALSAR campus shows:
docile campus dogs lounging
around, loved and protected.
“Lazing is the word, because
they know they don’t have to
fight for food,” Shubham
Dhamelia, a volunteer and co-
founder of the WhatsApp group
‘We for the Dogs’, tells The In-
dian Express.

Suchis the measure, in fact,
thatitled the Supreme Court to
carveoutanarrow exceptionin
its May 19 judgment on stray
dog management, which em-
phasised public safety and
allowed euthanasia of “rabid”
stray dogs.

In its ruling, the top court,
upon NALSAR University’s in-
tervention in the case, allowed
educational institutions to run
controlled, campus-based stray
dog housing initiatives, saying
thatin the event of any stray dog
bite occurring within the NAL-
SAR campus, its Animal Law
Centre “shall beliable to face tor-
tious liability for the injury
caused to the individual/s con-
cerned”. “This Court is of the
considered opinion that any
framework concerning the
management and protection of
stray dogs must necessarily be

uncut gemstones in refined
gold foil) — the orange and blue
pair carried special significance
for the Netherlands. While or-
ange honours the Dutch royal

Student volunteers feed dogs
at 6-8 designated spots on
campus using university funds

accompanied by clearly defined
principles of accountability.”

The exception stemmed
fromthe ‘NALSAR model’—an
initiative that has seen students
and faculty come together to
protect and manage commu-
nity dogs on campus. Among
these measures are the “We for
the Dogs’ WhatsApp group of
80-90 people, an Instagram
page called the ‘Dogs of Nalsar’,
and, most importantly, the Ani-
mal Law Centre, which beganin
2018 and claims to be “India’s
first research centre on Animal
Law and Policy which aims to
fill critical gaps by producing ro-
bust research and building ca-
pacity across a collaborative
network across academia,
grassroots stakeholders, and
government agencies”.

The campus has 6-8 desig-
nated dog-feeding spots, where
some 20-30 student volunteers
feed dogs using university
funds, while also keeping tabs
on their vaccination and steril-

The Meenakari and Kundan
earrings sourced from the royal
ateliers of Rajasthan; Muga silk
from Assam. EXPRESS

House of Orange-Nassau, blue
reflects serenity, openness and
the nation’s enduring relation-
ship with water.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

isation. “It’sa tight knit commu-
nity, and each one plays their
ownroleinkeepingthe campus
safe for dogs and humansboth,”
says Dhamelia, who founded
‘We for Dogs’ with four other
students in 2022.

This ecosystem of care and
caution emerged through a
step-by-step process, says Vivek
Mukherjee, head of Animal Law
and Policy. “A year after the Ani-
mal Law Centre was estab-
lished, senior faculty members
and students started drafting
the dog policy, which took
shape by 2020-21. Alongside
came the census of dogs on
campus. We identified that 10-
11 dogs were born on campus
and should be raised here,”
Mukherjee says.

This number doubled to 20
during 2021-23, amid the
COVID-19 lockdown. “Since
then, because of sterilisation
and checks across the univer-
sity boundaries that kept other
dogs from entering the campus,
the number has remained the
same,” Mukherjee says.

The balancing act

Aglanceatthe NALSAR dog
policy shows how the university
tried to balance human safety
with animal protection. The
policy mandates that NAL-
SAR’selected student bar coun-
cil oversee itsimplementation.
A major role of the student and
faculty community is “conflict
mitigation” —both human-dog
and dog-dog.

“The society of volunteers
Nalsar Animal Welfare Group
shall be responsible for coordi-
nating all matters concerning
the animals on campus, specifi-

During his five-nation tour
— UAE, Sweden, Norway, the
Netherlands and Italy — PM
Modi carried a whole range of
gifts for world leaders sourced
from the length and breadth of
the country — displaying ar-
tistic skills, heritage and India’s
soft power.

Norwegian Prime Minister
Jonas Gahr Stgre received a
pressed orchid painting and or-
chid paperweights made of real
pressed orchids and ferns from
Sikkim, while Norwegian King
Harald V was presented with an
intricate silver sailboat model,
apiece of Tarakasi, the ancient
art of silver filigree from

cally the dogs,” it says.

What happensin case of dog
bites? Students claim thisis pre-
vented to a large extent by en-
suring enough food and water
for the animals. “Territorial
fights among the dogs were
minimised as we did the cen-
sus, sterilised and vaccinated
the dog population on campus,”
says Siddhant, a NALSAR stu-
dent who also participates in
caring for the dogs.

Animal welfare advocates
on campus believe theinitiative
haspaid off. One outcome, they
say, has been reduced criticism
of community dogs. “There are
two kinds of people who don’t
get along with dogs — those
who are averse to dogs and
others who harm them inten-
tionally. Through sensitisation
measures, done annually on
campus with the support of the
university administration, we
have been able to curtail
human-dog conflicts of any
kind,” Dhamelia says.

Meanwhile, students and
faculty celebrate a Nepali dog
festival, called Kukur Tihar,
alongside Diwali to “celebrate
the social animals called dogs”,
says Siddhant.

Mukherjee of the Animal
Law Centre believes the court’s
ruling reflected these measures.
“The court has recognised the
effort of the NALSAR commu-
nity in providing a safe haven
forboth humansand dogs. The
court recognisesitas an ‘experi-
ment’ which could be rep-
licated elsewhere,” Mukherjee
says, adding: “The judgment
offersaray of hope to NALSAR.
We hope that if we can do it,
otherinstitutionstoocandoit”.

Odisha’s Cuttack.

West Bengal and its artistic
traditions were also high-
lighted through a Santiniketan
messenger bag gifted to Swed-
ish PM Ulf Kristersson. A selec-
tion of works by Rabindranath
Tagore were also presented
alongside the bag. Tagore
shared a special intellectual
connection with Sweden
through the Nobel tradition
and his visits to the country fol-
lowing his Nobel recognition.

UAE President Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
was gifted a Rogan painting
with Tree of Life, sourced from
the state of Gujarat.

Modi’s gifts for world leaders reflect India’s art and heritage
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BSF’s first all-woman mountaineering team celebrates after
reaching the summit of Mount Everest on Thursday morning.

NEW DELHI

BSF women’s team scales Mount
Everest, sings ‘Vande Mataram’

IN Alandmark moment for the BSF, its first all-woman
mountaineering team successfully reached the summit of
Mount Everest (8,848.86 m) on Thursday morning,
completing a high-altitude mission that coincides with the
Force’s Diamond Jubilee and the 150th anniversary of the
national song Vande Mataram. The team of M/Ct Kouser
Fatima from Ladakh, M/Ct Munmun Ghosh from West Ben-
gal, M/Ct Rabeka Singh from Uttarakhand and M/Ct Tser-
ing Chorol from Kargil scaled the world’s highest peak after
weeks of acclimatisation and technical climbing. The ex-
pedition was flagged off from Delhi headquarters on April 6
by Director General (BSF) Praveen Kumar. Speaking
through aradio link from near the summit after the
successful climb, Kumar hailed the team’s achievement as
ashining symbol of the indomitable spirit, professionalism
and dedication of BSF personnel. ENS

Electrician falls
todeath at
Raipur airport

AMID A heatwave in Chhat-
tisgarh, a28-year-old electri-
cian atthe busy Swami Vive-
kanandaAirportin
Chhattisgarh’s Raipur fell to
hisdeath from a20-foot false
ceiling as passengers
watched in horror after the
heatbroughtonadizzy spell.
Kuber Chandra Sahu and his
colleagues were working on
thefirst floor of the Security
Hold Areawhen he fainted
and fell. An official said air-
port managementtriedto
revive him. “We gave him
CPR and alsorushedhimtoa
hospital but, unfortunately,
we could not save hislife,” he
said. He also admitted that
Sahu had no safety harness.
“Noteven ahelmet. The con-
tractor should take these
measures,” he said.

Engine fire scare
forces emergency
landing in Delhi

AN AIR India aircraft from
Bengalurumade an emerg-
encylanding at the Delhi
airport dueto suspected en-
gine fire on Thursday even-
ing, accordingto sources.
The crew followed all stan-
dard operating procedures

ENS

and landed the aircraft
safely at the Delhi airport.
All passengers and crew are
safe and have disembarked
normally, the airline said in
astatement. The A320 air-
craft was operatingthe
flight AI2802 from Benga-
luru to Delhi. “During the
aircraft's final approach
into Delhi, the cockpit crew
received a fire indication
from one of the engines.
The indication was subse-
quently confirmed as true,”
the statement said. PTI

Shots fired at
Cricket Canada
chief’s house

Unidentified gunmen
opened fire atthe Surrey
residence of Arvind Khosa,
theIndian-origin president
of Cricket Canada, with the
investigators saying it may
be extortion-related, accord-
ingtoalocal mediareport.
Atleast five bullet holes
were visiblein the door and
exterior of the house. The
house was occupied atthe
time of the shooting; how-
ever, noone wasinjured, the
Surrey police said. Khosa
confirmed the shootingbut
declined to elaborate. This is
the third incidentinvolving
the targeting of the house of
high-level member of

Cricket Canada. ENS

SC says courts can hear
pending sedition cases
provided the accused
have no objection

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 21

FOUR YEARS after it directed
that all pending trials, appeals
and proceedings with respect to
charges framed under IPC's sedi-
tionlawbekeptinabeyance, the
Supreme Court on Thursday
allowed courts to proceed with
hearing of pending cases pro-
vided the accused have no objec-
tion to the same.

A three-judge bench pre-
sided by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant said this while hear-
ing a plea by Kamran, who was
convicted in February 2017
under provisions of Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA), Arms Act and for sedi-
tion under Section 124A of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC). Hewas
sentenced tolifeimprisonment.

The counsel for the appel-
lant, Kamran, told the bench,
also comprising Justices Joyma-
lya Bagchi and Vipul M Pan-
choli, that his appeal against
conviction is pendingbeforethe
Madhya Pradesh High Court
and is not being heard because
of the stay imposed by the top
court.

Taking note of the sub-
missions, the SC clarified its May
2022 ordet.

“The petitioner's grievance s
that he has no objection if his
criminal appeal is heard in enti-

rety, including with respect to
the charge under Section 124A.
That being so, we clarify para
8(d) of our interim order dated
11.05.2022...to the effect that
wherever the accused hasnoob-
jection against proceeding ofthe
trial, appeal, or any other pro-
ceeding where he has been
chargesheeted under Section
124A IPC also, there shall be no
impediment for the Courtstode-
cidesuch matterson meritsand
in accordance with law,” the
bench said inits order.

The courtclarified thatithad
not said anything on the merits
of the case.

Hearing petitions challeng-
ingthe sedition provision under
IPC,the SChad, on May 11,2022,
directed that “all pending trials,
appeals and proceedings with
respect to the charge framed
under Section 124A of IPC be
keptinabeyance. Adjudication
with respect to other Sections,
if any, could proceed if the
Courtsare of the opinion thatno
prejudice would be caused to
the accused.”

With this order, the SCputon
hold trial in all sedition cases
pendingbefore courtsacrossthe
country until the government
completesits promised exercise
“to re-examine and re-consider
the provisions of Section 124A of
theIPC” dealing with the offence
of sedition.
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EXPANSION FORMALLY BRINGS CONGRESS INTO GOVERNMENT AFTER A GAP OF 59 YEARS

7 Dalit ministers, coalition optics: Vijay’s TN
Cabinetbreaks old Drav1dlan power grammar

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 21

DAYS AFTER ending nearly six
decades of uninterrupted Dravi-
dianbipolarity in the state, Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay on
Thursday unveiled a dramati-
cally expanded 33-member
Cabinet that attempted tosignal
what his government wants to
look like — younger, socially
broader, technologically aspir-
ational and consciously differ-
ent from the old grammar of
Tamil Nadu powetr.

Beneath the protocol event
of the swearing-in at the Lok
Bhavan, there was an unmistak-
able political message: in a state
where Dalit assertion has long
shaped electoral rhetoric but
rarely translated proportion-
ately into executive power,
Vijay’s first Cabinet expansion
prominently elevated multiple
leaders from historically margi-
nalised communitiesintovisible
administrative positions.

Seven Dalit representatives
found place in the ministry, in-
cluding Arakkonam MLA V
Gandhiraj, Sriperumbudur MLA
KThennarasu, Avinashi MLA S
Kamali, Rasipuram MLA D Lo-
gesh Tamilselvan and Ottapida-
ram MLA P Mathan Raja. The

Rape, murder

of Puneminor:
Hearing beginsin
fast-track court

Express News Service
Pune, May 21

THE HEARING in the Pune mi-
nor'srape-murder case began at
afast track court on Thursday.

Thespecial court allowed an
application seeking an identifi-
cation parade of the 65-year-old
accused who allegedly raped
and murdered the three-year-
old girl at a village in Pune dis-
trict on May 1. The court also
allowed medical tests for a psy-
chiatric evaluation of the ac-
cused to assess his mental fit-
ness, police said.

Policefiled the applicationin
this regard before the court
through special public prosecu-
tor (SPP) Ajay Misar. The court
ordered that the identification
parade and the medical test of
the accused should be con-
ducted before May 28. Police
said charges would be framed
during the next hearing of this
case, to be held the same day.

The court directed the dis-
trict legal services authority to
appoint alawyer for the accused.
The court also ordered that the
accused be produced before it
with essential security arrange-
ments during the next hearing,
sothathe can haveafacetoface
interaction with his lawyer be-
fore charges are framed. The ac-
cused was produced through
video conferencing,

On May 16, the police had
filed a chargesheet against the
accused under relevant sections
of BNS and POCSO Act.

Asper police records, the vic-
tim was a resident of Pune city,
but was staying at her grand-
mother’shouseatavillageinthe
district. On May 1, while she was
playing near a local temple, the
accused allegedly took her to a
cowshed. Heallegedly raped the
girl, killed her, and dumped her
body in cow dung there.

ministry also included four
women ministers and a notable
cluster of first-generation politi-
cians and local organisers who
rose through Vijay’s fan-club-
turned-political-network struc-
ture.

The expansion also formally
brought the Congress into gov-
ernment after a gap of 59 years,
making the Vijay-led adminis-
tration the state’s first coalition
government in the post-lin-
guistic reorganisation era.

Governor Rajendra Vishwa-
nath Arlekar administered the
oath to23 new ministers, expan-
ding the Cabinet from 10 to 33
members. CongresslegislatorsS
Rajesh Kumar and P Viswana-
than were inducted as ministers,
while the Viduthalai Chiruthai-
gal Katchi (VCK) and Indian
Union Muslim League (IUML)
will formally join the govern-
mentin afew days.

The expansion came amid
continuinginstability in the Op-
position AIADMK and growing
pressure fromalliestokeep rebel
legislators out of government, a
pressure tactic Vijay appears to
have accepted for now.

Nearly 15 ministers are
understood to have emerged di-
rectly from the Thalapathy Vijay
Makkal Iyakkam network that

rnllfil'u.l;'“.i

Governor RN Ravi, CM C Joseph Vijay and members of the Cabinet in Chennai on Thursday. pri

predated TVK’s electoral birth.
Unlike the technocratic or dy-
nastic recruitment patterns of
earlier governments, many of
the new ministers are organ-
isers, traders, contractors, small
entrepreneursand district-level
mobilisers.

The ministry also reflected a
deliberate balancing of regions
and communities. The Kongu
belt emerged as the biggest
beneficiary with nine minister-
ial berths, including ministers
from Avinashi, Kumarapa-
layam, Erode East, Rasipuram,
Salem South, Coimbatore North
and Kinathukadavu.

A total of 19 of the state’s 38
districtsreceived norepresenta-
tion. Including Vijay, there are at
least eight membersin the Cabi-
net from Chennai alone.

Minority representation too
figured prominently. Alongside
Vijay and senior minister Aad-
hav Arjuna, ministers such as J
Mohamed Farvas, A Srinathand
N Marie Wilson gave the Cabinet
visible Christian and Muslim
representation at a time when
the TVK continues to frame
itselfasa secular counterweight
in Tamil Nadu politics.

The Congress’s entry also al-
tered the optics of the Cabinet
considerably. Rajesh Kumarwas
given Tourism, while P Viswana-
than wasallotted Higher Educa-
tion. Their induction completed
aturnaround fora party thathad
spentdecadesasa “subordinate
ally” in Dravidian coalitions.

The expansion carried
another message. The govern-
ance under Vijay would project

itself as future-oriented rather
than purely ideological. For the
first time in the state, a standa-
lone ministry for Artificial Intel-
ligence, Information Technol-
ogy and Digital Services was
created, with Velachery MLA R
Kumar taking charge. Kumar, a
businessman and engineering
graduate who recently com-
pleted a leadership programme
atIIM Bangalore, representsthe
kind of technocratic-adminis-
trative face the TVK wants as-
sociated with its government.
Senior leader K A Sengot-
taiyan, who had been given the
powerful Finance portfolio just
days ago, was abruptly shifted
out and redesignated as Minister
for Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement. Finance was reas-
signed to newly inducted min-

ister Wilson, a businessman
from a prominent family with
several educational institutions,
whoalsohasadoctoratein man-
agement science from JNTU,
Hyderabad. Sources said Sen-
gottaiyan sought the Revenue
portfolio following which the
CM reassigned his department.

Vijay, however, retained di-
rect control over the govern-
ment’s core political architec-
ture. In addition to Home,
Police, General Administration,
Women Welfare and Municipal
Administration, he added
Special Initiatives, Poverty Al-
leviation and Rural Indebted-
ness to his own charge.

A Srinath, Vijay’s long-time
friend and former co-actor from
Naalaiya Theerpu days, was
giventhe Fisheries department.

Kamali, a 28-year-old home-
makerwho defeated Union min-
ister L Murugan, became one of
the youngest ministers in the
Cabinet. S Ramesh, the media
wing coordinator of the TVK,
was allotted Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments.

D Logesh Tamilselvan, son of
former ATADMK Speaker P Dha-
napal, crossed over from the
AIADMK ecosystem to become
Minister for Commercial Taxes
and Registration.

ONE NEWBORN DEAD, 3 FIGHT ODDS IN INCUBATORS AT MORADABAD HOSPITAL

A rare delivery, and what comes after: The
story of Amina, Alim and their quadruplets

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
Moradabad, May 21

THE CHANCES of a natural
quadruplet pregnancy, as per ex-
perts,arelin7lakh. Anarticlein
The Official Journal of Obstet-
rics and Gynaecology in India,
published in2007,said, “Only 48
such pregnanciesarereported in
world literature between 1900-
1952.”

Amina Fatima, 25, and Mo-
hammad Alim, 28, can tell you
what those statistics don’t tell -
about the before and after.

Between May 9 and May 14,
her labour delayed and separ-
ated with the help of medicines,
Amina delivered four babies —
two boys and two gitls — at Teer-
thanker Mahaveer University
(TMU) Hospital in Moradabad.
The quadruplets were conceived
naturally,and alsodelivered nat-
urally, in another rarity.

The first baby, born at 26
weeks of pregnancy on May 9,
weighed only 710 gm. On May
14, Amina delivered another
boy and two girls, weighing 900
gm, and roughly 600-700 gm,
respectively.

On May 15, the infant born
first, who was immediately ad-
ministered surfactant that
helps premature lungs breathe,
developed pulmonary haemor-
rhage — a complication com-
mon among extremely prema-
ture infants. He didn’t survive.

The other three siblings re-
maininthe Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit (NICU), with doctors
keeping an anxious watch.

Amina and Alim, who be-
longto adjacent villages Ratan-
pur Kala and Obri in Sambhal,
got married in May 2024. It was
an arranged marriage but the
two had known each other
since childhood.

The team of doctors at TMU with Amina. EXPRESS

Lying on the hospital bed,
Amina says: “Everyone wants
children after marriage. That’s
what I wanted too.”

Amina’s mother had nine
children, including a pair of
twins. So when Alim and she
first came to know after an
ultrasound that she was carry-
ing four foetuses, Amina says
they were not unduly worried.

But, as they consulted
multiple hospitals, the first ad-
vice of doctors was “foetal re-
duction”. Thisinvolved the ter-
mination of one or more
foetuses to improve the
chances of survival of the
others and reduce risks to the
mother.

When they came to TMU,
nearly 30 km from Sambhal,
this is what Professor Shubra
Agarwal, thedoctorwholed the
obstetrics and gynaecology
team at TMU, also told them. By
then, Amina was in the third
week of her pregnancy.

“In nearly 12 years of prac-
tice, this was the first time I saw
aspontaneous quadruplet preg-
nancy... Weadvised Aminaand
her husband that carrying
quadruplets till term was ex-
tremely difficult,” Agarwal told
The Indian Express.

Agarwal hasbeen with TMU,
a private university with a hos-
pital attached, since 2014.

Dr Alka Kriplani, former
head of the Department of Ob-
stetrics and Gynaecology at
AIIMS, also asserts the “ex-
tremely uncommon” nature of
spontaneous quadruplet preg-
nancies. : “In my entire career, I
have seen only two or three such
cases.”

Amina says she considered
the medical advice, but didn’t
hesitate after doctors admitted
they were not sure of the risks.
Even if she chose to terminate
one of the foetuses, they said,
complications or pregnancy loss
regarding the others were poss-
ible.

“I wanted to know if there
was an injection so that, in the
worst-case scenario, atleastone
baby would not be affected. But
nobody could give us that guar-
antee,” she says.

So the couple chose faith in-
stead. “Leave it to God,” they
told doctors repeatedly.

Alim, who runsasmall groc-
ery shop with his brother in
Obri, earns between Rs 15,000
and Rs 20,000 a month. Theirs
is a joint household of five
members.

When doctors advised strict
bed rest for Amina to ensure
there were norisks, Alim started
waking up early to cook break-
fast before heading to the shop.
His sister-in-law helped, as did
relatives.

As the pregnancy became
physically exhausting, Amina
struggled to eat. Her weight
dropped. She survived mostly
on coconut water, fruits and
small meals.

From the fourth month on,
doctors stepped up the monitor-
ing to checks every two weeks.
Then, when Amina hadjust fin-
ished 26 weeks, she wentintola-
bour.

She delivered the first baby
on May 9. Soon after, to the sur-
prise of the doctors, her contrac-
tions stopped.

Becausethe remainingthree
babies were still stable inside
separate amniotic sacs and
there were appeared tobenoin-
fection, doctors attempted what
they call “a delayed interval de-
livery”, essentially amedical ap-
proach in which labour is tem-
porarily halted to prolong the
pregnancy and improve the sur-
vival chances of the remaining
foetuses.

Five days later, Amina de-
livered the other three babies.

Dr M P Singh, Dean of Stu-
dent Welfare at TMU, who also
oversees media communica-
tions, says it was “the first case
of quadruplets” since the hospi-
tal wasestablished. “Wetreated
Amina free of costand have sup-
ported her family under the
TMU Poshan Yojana by paying
her Rs 4,000 (one-time pay-
ment).”

Dr Aditi Rawat, the NICU in-
charge and consulting neona-
tologist at TMU, says Amina’s
babies fall in the highest-risk

category of newborn care: ex-
tremely premature and ex-
tremely low birth weight babies.
“The mortality rate in babies
born before 28 weeks and below
900 grams is between 50% and
80%,” she says.

Onecomplicationisthatthe
babies, given how small they
are, cannot yet drink milk. Their
lungs, intestines and other or-
gans remain underdeveloped.
Nutrition is being administered
intravenously, with doctors
monitoring oxygen saturation,
blood gases, urine output and
pulse rates almost hourly.

Afragile Aminaspends most
of her time on the hospital bed,
in a ward with over 10 other pa-
tients. Alim sleeps at night out-
side along with relatives.

As their three babies fight
against the odds in incubators,
the 28-year-old admits he often
debates if they were right in
keeping all the four foetuses.
“There is fear... Maybe we
should have listened. At that
time, we only thought posi-
tively,” he says. But almost im-
mediately, Alim pulls himself
together. “Whatever happens,
happens for the best. We hope
that our children come out safe.”

Since Amina was admitted,
Alimhasgonebacktothevillage
only once, to bury their first-
born. They were yet to name
him or the others, having de-
cided to leave it till after they
were at home.

Before that, Alim must face
one more thing: break the news
to Amina that one of their
childrendidn’t make it. He fears
she is too weak to deal with the
blow. When she demandstosee
the babies, he leads her to the
glass window looking into the
NICU - and lets her draw her
own conclusions.

Soon, uniforms a
must in colleges &
varsities across UP

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, May 21

COLLEGE STUDENTS across
Uttar Pradesh will soon have to
wear a uniform, with the Uttar
Pradesh government Thursday
announcing plans to make a
dress code compulsoryin higher
educational institutions across
the state.

This comes a day after UP
Governor Anandiben Patel di-
rected universities and colleges
toexplore introducing uniforms
like in schools.

UP Higher Education Min-
ister Yogendra Upadhyay said as
per the directions of the Gov-
ernor, dress code in universities
and colleges would be made
compulsory to promote equal-
ity, discipline and social har-
mony among students.

During a review meeting re-
garding colleges affiliated with
Jananayak Chandrashekhar
University, Ballia, at Jan Bhawan
on Wednesday, the Governor —
who is also the Chancellor of
State Universities — stressed on
the need foruniformstocreatea
disciplined and positive aca-
demic environment.

Accordingto officials present
at the meeting, concerns were
raised over students roamingin
malls and markets during col-
lege hours and it was felt that
uniforms could help identify
such students and encourage
discipline and regular atten-
dance.

Speaking about the proposed
policy, Upadhyay said efforts
would be made to introduce a
common dress code in educa-
tional institutions “as far as poss-
ible” so that students study in a
more uniform and disciplined
environment.

“Studentsform ahomogene-
ous class where no discrimina-
tion, or sense of high and low,
should be visible,” the minister
said. He added that differences
in clothing often reflect social
and economicinequality, which
can create inferiority complexes
amongsome studentswhile fos-
tering a sense of superiority
among others.

According to the minister,
implementing a dress code
would help minimise such dis-
tinctions and encourage equal-
ity among students.

The minister said the gov-
ernment’s objective is to create
a “positive, disciplined and cul-
tured” atmosphere in univer-
sities and colleges. “Dress code
is not merely a symbol of disci-
pline but also a means to
strengthen social harmony and
equal opportunity,” he said, ad-
dingthatit would help students
focus more on education and
personality development.

Officials said the arrange-
ment is expected to bring
greater uniformity in academic
institutions and contribute to-
wards the vision of a “developed
Uttar Pradesh and developed
India”.

The seized arms and ammunition on display at the office of SP
Imphal West, on Thursday. p1i

Manipur: 3 yrs after peace
deal, insurgent group
found selling weapons

SukritaBaruah
Guwahati, May 21

SECURITY FORCES in Manipur
recovered 67 weapons, includ-
ing ones looted from state ar-
mouries, from the United Na-
tional Liberation Front
(Pambei), a valley-based insur-
gent group that the Centre had
signed a peace agreement with
in 2023. According to police,
cadres of the group were en-
gaged in selling these weapons.
Over the course of two days,
which included a cordon and
search operation at an unauth-
orised UNLF(P) camp at Lam-
denginImphal West, joint secur-
ity forces comprising Manipur
Police, Assam Rifles and the
CRPF recovered these weapons,
said a statement from the Ma-
nipur Police. A breakup of these
weapons included 27 AK-series
weapons, 11 M-series rifles, four
9-mm pistols, and one RPG-7.
According to a senior police
officer, this weapons haul in-
cludes weapons that had been
looted from state armouries dur-
ing the course of the ongoing

conflict in the state. Around
6,000 weapons had been looted
from state armouries duringthe
conflict that began in May 2023.

According to police, they
launched a special operation in
Lamshangon Wednesday based
on “credible information regard-
ingtheselling oflooted armsand
ammunition”, during which
they apprehended two active
cadres of the UNLF(P) with one
INSAS LMG and three maga-
zines, as well as fourteen live
rounds. “While the arrest was
goingon, associates of the cadres
opened fire at the security forces,
resulting in a brief exchange of
fire,” said a police statement, ad-
ding that two more cadres who
had fired at the security forces
were apprehended as well.

“On preliminary interroga-
tion of the arrested cadres, they
disclosed that they had come to
sell the seized weapons on the
instruction of self-styled Lance
Corporal Naorem Bijoy, alias
Macha, of UNLF(P). They
further admitted to earlier sale
of looted arms and ammuni-
tion,” said police.

KORSNICK, LEADING A U.S. DELEGATION TO INDIA, SAYS SHANTI BILL CREATES CLEARER OPENING FOR PRIVATE SECTOR PARTICIPATION IN THE NUCLEAR FIELD
‘Countries need energy that are not exposed to fuel-price shocks or geopolitical disruption’

LESS THAN six months after a
landmarklegislation opened up
India’s nuclear sector, a high-
powered American delegationis
visiting the country. The pur-
pose: Totake stock of India’s nu-
clear energy landscape and to
communicate the Americanin-
dustry’sinterest.

In an interview with
Divya A, President and CEO of
the Washington DC-based Nu-
clear Energy Institute, Maria
Korsnick, who is leading the
delegation, talks about how In-
dia’s SHANTI Bill creates a
clearer opening for private-sec-
tor participation and how N-
energy melds with the present
scenario where energy security
isakeyimperativeamongcoun-
tries rattled by the Strait of Hor-
muzcrisis and the West Asiawar.

Edited excerpts:

What are the kind of
interactions/meetings the
nuclear mission fromthe

USishaving with
government and industry
leadersinIndia?

We are meeting senior gov-
ernment leaders, public-sector
institutions and private-sector
companies, talkingabout India’s
nuclear ambitions, the role pri-
vate industry can play, and how
US and Indian companies can
worktogetherinapractical way.

This delegation brings to-
gether US companies across the
nuclear sector — reactor tech-
nology, fuel, engineering, con-
struction, transportation, ser-
vices, and the supply chain. So,
the conversations are not ab-
stract. They are about what it
would take to build projects,
supportIndia’senergy goals,and
createlong-termindustrial part-
nerships.

India has a strong nuclear
foundation of its own. What is
exciting now is the possibility of
joining that, with the experience
of the US nuclear industry.

How doyouthinkthe
passage of the SHANTI Bill
— allowing private players
inthe nuclear energy
domain — will foster
collaboration between
Indiaand the US?

For many years, there has
been strong interest on both
sides. What has been harder is
creatingthe policy and business
environment where companies
can actually move forward. The
SHANTI Bill creates a clearer
opening for private-sector par-
ticipation. That mattersbecause
the US nuclear industry is built
around private companies that
design, build, finance, operate,
service, and support nuclear
projects. IfIndiais creatingmore
room for private industry, there
is a natural opportunity for US
and Indian companies to work
together.

And Iwant tobe clear: thisis
not only about US companies
comingtoIndia. Itisabout part-

EXPRESS
interview

MARIAKORSNICK

CEO, NUCLEAR ENERGY
INSTITUTE, WASHINGTON

nership with Indian companies
that have engineering talent,
manufacturing strength, con-
struction capability, and a deep
understanding of this market.

Arethere any apprehensi-
ons since the rules have yet
to come out? Would mission
members from US wait till
that point before making
any announcements?

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Companies need to under-
stand how the new framework
will work in practice...But we do
not see this as a reason to stand
back. We see this as the right
time to engage.

The SHANTIBill created the
opening. Now the question is
how that opening becomes a
workable path for projects, in-
vestment, supply-chain partner-
ships, and long-term cooper-
ation.

We are not here to lecture
India or present a list of de-
mands. We are here to help
identify practical ways for US
and Indian companies to work
together as the rules are devel-
oped. As for announcements,
companies will make their own
commercial decisions.

How do you think nuclear
energy melds with the
present scenariowhere
energy securityisakey
imperativeamong

countries rattled by the
Strait of Hormuz crisis and
the West Asiawar?

This is exactly why nuclear
energy matters. Countries need
energy that is reliable, that is se-
cure. They need energy that is
not exposed every day to fuel-
price shocks or geopolitical dis-
ruption.

Nuclear energy provides
large amounts of electricity
around the clock. It is clean, de-
pendable, and the fuel can be
managed in a way that gives
countries much greater energy
security than systems that de-
pend heavily on volatile global
fuel markets.

That matters for India. It
matters for the United States. It
matters for every country trying
to power industry, manufactur-
ing, cities, data centres, and
economic growth in a more un-
certainworld. Nuclear energy is
notthe only answer. Butithasto
be part of the answer.

Doyouthinkthe SHANTI
Bill takes forward the India-
US nuclear agreement
signed around two decades
ago?

The civil nuclear agreement
was a historic moment. It
changed what was possible be-
tween India and the US. But
agreements by themselves do
not build projects. Companies
build projects. Workers build
projects. Supply chains build
projects. Regulators, govern-
ments, and industry: all have to
create the conditions where nu-
clearenergy can move fromam-
bition to deployment.

The SHANTI Bill can help
take that earlier promise into a
new phase. I see this as a con-
tinuation of the vision behind
the civil nuclear agreement —
but with a much more practical
focus now on how we actually
get things done.

How has the response been

fromindustryleaders here
towardsjoint ventures (JVs)
and collaboration? How do
you think it will benefit
Indian players?

Indian industry leaders are
asking serious, practical ques-
tions. They are looking at where
they can participate — manufac-
turing, engineering, construc-
tion, services, technology, fuel-
cycle support, and project
development. JVs and partner-
ships can help Indian com-
panies move into higher-value
parts of the supply chain. They
can create opportunities not
only for projectsin India, butalso
for Indian firms to become part
of global nuclear commerce.

For US companies, India
bringsscale, talent, industrial ca-
pacity, and long-term energy de-
mand. For Indian companies,
US partnerships can bring tech-
nology, project experience, glo-
bal market access, and nuclear-
specific know-how.
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In every walk with nature, one receives
far more than he seeks.

— John Muir
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Animal slaughter ban
misreads farm economy

EST BENGAL is India’s largest meat producer, ac-

counting for roughly 12.5 per cent of the country’s

estimated output of 10.5 million tonnes (mt) in

2024-25. It is also India’s second-biggest fish pro-
ducer, nextto Andhra Pradesh. That makes the state significantly
“non-vegetarian” and one of the few — Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Meg-
halaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Nagaland, Mizoram, Sik-
kim and Assam are the others — to permit consumption of beef
and slaughter of cattle. The fact that West Bengal’s milk produc-
tion has increased from 5.6 mt in 2018-19 to nearly 8 mt in 2024-
25, alongside a25 per centriseinits in-milk cow population during
this period, is proof of the meat sector’s growth not being at the
expense of dairying either.

It is against this background that one must examine the im-
plications of the Suvendu Adhikari-led BJP government’s deci-
sionto “strictly” enforce the West Bengal Animal Slaughter Con-
trol Act. The 1950 law does not allow slaughter of any animal
unless it is over 14 years of age and certified as “fit for slaughter”
by the head of a municipality or panchayat samiti and a govern-
ment veterinary surgeon. Given that the normal lifespan of acow
orbullisabout 15 years and no farmer rears them beyond 10 years,
it practically bans any slaughter. The Act, moreover, only men-
tions “certain animals” without specifying cattle or buffalo, and
male or female. With most farmers having no meansto prove the
age of their bovines, nor access to veterinarians for issuing fit-for-
slaughter certificates, it leaves them with two options. The first is
to maintain unproductive animals by diverting scarce foddetr,
feed and water even if these stop giving enough milk — typically
after five-six calvings when they are eight-nine yearsold —or are
incapable of working the fields. The second option is to stop
keeping animals and exit dairying.

The Adhikari government can claim that it is merely imple-
mentingan existinglaw. The previous Trinamool and Left Front
administrations should, indeed, have done away with the Act’s
provisions that have no place in today’s farming environment.
In1950, India had hardly 5,000 tractors, as against over 12 million
now. Bullocks have increasingly yielded to tractors, combines
and electric pumpsets for ploughing and irrigating fieldsand har-
vesting, threshing and hauling produce to mandis. With chemical
fertilisers and artificial insemination, too, replacing organic
manure and natural breeding, farmers have incentive to rear bov-
ines only for milk. Governments, whether of Adhikari or of Yogi
Adityanath in UP, should realise that Indian agriculture, like the
rest of the economy, is no longer in the age of the bullock cart.

AtUNGA, incomplete
climatejustice

N JULY last year, the International Court of Justice (ICJ)

ruled that countries are “obliged” to “prevent harm from cli-

mate change”. The verdict has now received the imprimatur

of the UN General Assembly. More than two-thirds of UN
members, 141, voted in favour of the resolution on Wednesday;
eight nations, including the US, said no and 28, including India,
abstained. The resolution could change the tenor of the interna-
tional climate debate — it strengthens the idea that mitigation
measures cannot be founded on the principle of voluntarism. It
gives vulnerable nations, particularly small island states —
among the sponsors of the move — stronger diplomatic and legal
grounds to demand action from major emitters.

Thatsaid, the resolution does not fully reflect the concerns of
developing countries like India, which have always argued that
countrieswith alonger history ofindustrialisation, accompanied
by extractive colonialism, bear greater responsibility for address-
ing the climate crisis. Transition to green energy systems must
take intoaccount the need for economic and social development
in countries outside the developed world. The resolution does
notadequately recognise thisimperative, especially since it is si-
lenton climate finance. Openingthe global-warming mitigation
plans of countries to legal scrutiny without similar audits of the
financial commitments of industrialised countries furtherunder-
minesone of the already-embattled principles of climate negoti-
ations — common but differentiated responsibilities.

India’s abstention should, however, not be seen as a vote
against the concerns of the small island states. New Delhi’s initi-
atives such as SAGAR, and projects like the International Solar
Alliance, have been sensitive to the anxieties of the countries most
threatened by the rising seas. India has also made appreciable
progress towards the attainment of its Paris Pact commitments.
Atthe same time, it must remain alert to the growing sentiment
among the most climate-vulnerable countries that emerging
economies need todo moretoreduce their fossil-fuel dependence
—debates at the UNFCCC and now the passing of the UN General
Assembly resolution show that this stance has the support of sev-
eral countries in the West. Even as India pushesits justified posi-
tion in international climate fora, it must stay the course on its
green-transition targets. Doing so will be in the interests of the
well-being of its people and the competitiveness of its industry.

Notjustagame,in
Arsenal they trust

HE IMPORTANT thing about football,” the late great
Terry Pratchett wrote, “is that it is not just about foot-
ball”. The beautiful game hasindeed borne the burden
of weighty symbols for almost its entire existence. The
22 menon the pitch have been a metaphor for warring countries;
the loyalty and passion of fans have been equated with religious
fervour, their excesses seen as a mirror of sectarian and class di-
vides. It is, perhaps, because of this accumulated mass of meta-
phors that a piece of fake news following Arsenal becoming Pre-
mier League champions — for the first time in 22 years — was so
believable that it required clarification from the government.

For a day or so, Arsenal fans in Botswana thought that their
revelry had state sanction. Documents that looked like govern-
ment notices announcing a holiday to celebrate the victory and
recognise fans’ “passion, loyalty and unwavering support” were
shared on social media. The government’s official handle had to
clarify that the president had not declared a holiday.

Fake news going viral is old news. But the fandom around
European and British clubs adds another layer to the football
story. What is behind the die-hard loyalty for a club in London,
in Gaborone and Gandhinagar? There is no national affiliation,
neighbourhood loyalty or social base that binds this community
of fans —except marketing and merchandise. Or, perhaps, there
are times when football fandom is indeed about football.

Ministry of Home Affairs,

Government of India, argues

that Ladakh needs more dis-

trictsrather than alegislature
or stronger constitutional safeguards under
the Sixth Schedule. It contends that La-
dakh’ssparse population, strategic sensitiv-
ity and financial dependence on the Centre
make a legislature unnecessary. Instead, it
offers administrative decentralisation
through additional districts.

This argumentis fundamentally flawed
and reveals an impoverished understand-
ing of democracy. Let's break this down.
The British Empire argued not toolongago
that Indians lacked the maturity and insti-
tutional capacity for self-rule. It was against
such paternalism that Sri Aurobindo pion-
eered the ideal of Purna Swaraj — absolute
self-governance — rooted in dignity and
national selfhood. The British were on the
wrong side of history. And yet, after 80
years of Independence, the same argument
revives the old colonial logic. Must Ladak-
his prove once again that they are suffi-
ciently populous, profitable and capable to
deserve a voice in the body politic? Does
being geographically vast, sparsely popu-
lated and strategically located go against
deserving a legislature?

The recent announcement of five addi-
tional districts — Nubra, Changthang,
Sham, Zanskar and Drass — has been cel-
ebrated as a major governance reform. Cer-
tainly, administrative accessibility matters
in a region spread across nearly 59,000 sq
km of high-altitude terrain. But districts can-
not legislate on land protection, demo-
graphic safeguards, ecological preservation,

renewable-energy negotiations, education
policy or the long-term developmental vi-
sion of the region. Districts are instruments
of administration. Legislatures are instru-
ments of representation. No amount of ad-

ministrative decentralisation and conveni- il | N
ence can substitute for political agency. GITANJALLJ
The most troubling aspect of the present ANGMO

discourseisthat the Centreitselfrepeatedly
promised constitutional safeguards to La-
dakh. After the abrogation of Article 370 and
the creation of the Union Territory in 2019,
the BJP, inits manifestos for the MP and Hill
Council elections in 2019 and 2020 respect-
ively, articulated assurances regarding the
Sixth Schedule. Yet once it won on these
very manifestos, it went back on its commit-
ments. Can promises made to frontier popu-
lations become expendable after elections?

What of the objections themselves? Take
the first one — that Ladakh is too strategic a
border to be trusted with self-government.
Arunachal Pradesh shares one of India’s
most sensitive borders with China. Itis geo-
graphically vast, sparsely populated, stra-
tegically critical and financially dependent
on the Centre. Yet when it was granted full
statehood in 1987, India under-
stood that people who feel politi-
cally enfranchised and constitu-
tionally respected defend a nation
more fiercely. If strategic sensitivity
was an argument for empower-
ment inone Himalayan frontier, by
whatlogic doesitbecome an argu-
ment against it in another?

The same applies to much of
the Northeast. When Nagaland
was granted statehood in 1963, its

The most troubling aspect of
the present discourse is that
the Centre itself repeatedly
promised constitutional
safeguards to Ladakh. Can
promises made to frontier
populations become
expendable after elections?

became a state in 1987 with a population
of roughly 5 lakh. Sikkim entered the In-
dian Union as a state in 1975 with a popu-
lation of barely 2 lakh. Arunachal Pradesh
had roughly 6 lakh people at the time of
statehood. None of these states was finan-
cially self-sufficient. Many remain sub-
stantially dependent on central transfers
even today. India did not tell them they
were too small, or too poor, or too remote
foralegislature. It understood that youin-
tegrate through belonging.

Which brings us to the fiscal objection
— the weakest of the three. Ladakh, we are
told, cannot generate enough revenue to
sustain itself. But since when has fiscal sol-
vency become the price of admission to In-
dian democracy? India’s federal structure
is built on redistribution. Even large states
depend heavily on central devolution. Uttar
Pradesh, the most populous state in the
country, draws enormous sums from the
Centre through tax devolution, central
schemes and grants-in-aid. Bihar, Assam
and many other states similarly rely on fis-
cal transfers to bridge developmental dis-
parities. Several Northeastern states derive
between 70 per cent and 90 per
cent of their expenditure from
central assistance.

The same establishment that
calls Ladakh economically negli-
gibleis, at this very moment, plan-
ning to build some of the
country’s largest energy infra-
structure on its land. The renew-
able project slated for the Pang re-
gion of Changthang totals roughly
13 gigawatts of combined capacity,

high-altitude pastureland. At an invest-
ment of approximately Rs 50,000 crore and
a potential of Rs 7,000 crore of annual in-
come, itisthe arithmetic of a region central
to India's energy future. Increasingly, La-
dakhis are witnessing decisions regarding
solar parks, transmission corridors, mining
possibilities, tourism expansion and land
use. Sothe real question sharpens: Who ne-
gotiates the terms of that transformation?
Who decides the land rights, the grazing
rights, the ecological limits, the royalty
owed to the people whose ground itis, and
inter-generational sustainability? That is
the work of a legislature — of represen-
tatives who answer to the people.

India’s greatness was the constitutional
imagination to hold staggering difference
inside one Union without flattening it —the
same imagination that produced the Sixth
Schedule in the first place, on the under-
standingthat fragile, distinct frontier places
need protections the plains do not. Ladakh
isnotaskingtobelongto Indialess. Itis ask-
ing to belong more completely.

Sri Aurobindo wrote that freedom is the
necessary atmosphere for a nation’s soul to
grow. The soul of this nation has always been
largest at its edges, in the places that chose
Bharat and then defended it through cold,
hardship and sacrifice. The voice rising from
the mountains of Ladakh today is not a de-
mand for privilege. It is an appeal to be
trusted with itself.

The writer is founder of Himalayan Institute of
Alternatives, Ladakh. She moved the Supreme
Court against the detention of her husband,
Sonam Wangchuk

[ want to daydream & write, not
parade up the Instagram square

MAITHREYI
KARNOOR

worth losing it to.

Not wanting to network might be a
non-pragmatic choice for a participantin
what is essentially a capitalistic trade.
Being fashionably out of reach of the
reader is only afforded to the “A-lister”
who “divides his time” between two
homes: A swanky Western city, and an an-
cestral village back in the sweltering
homeland that feeds his postcolonial
angst. A middling unknown like me with-
out friends and/or enemies in high places
and whose books and effigies aren’t worth
the price of the matchstick in the pocket
of the unread reactionary has no choice
but to go out dressed in khadi silk, smile
a lot, take selfies, seek and give blurbs,
exchange gossip, infiltrate coteries, utter
well-articulated witticisms, and all
but parade in a tutu up and down the

Thatis the
essence of
literary
networking. It
is aggressive,
result-oriented
politeness by
those who
claimtobe
dreamers. It
cannot get any
more ironic
than that

Instagram square.

OMEONE I met at a literary
event where I spoke about
translation asked me if he
might continue the conversa-
tion online. I agreed, and
thought we would exchange email ad-
dresses. But he said he would message me
on Instagram, where, apparently, we fol-
lowed each other.I am not on Instagram.
The assumption that everyone is on
social media must be the predicament of
our times. To deny it inspires disbelief.
Keeping a low profile in an aggres-
sively “networking” world, for me, isn’t
as much a sanctimonious choice as
an instinct of laziness that lets me day-
dream. My writing is a byproduct of the
dreaming. My ability to belost in thought
has endured constant assault from an
early age and, as a hard-won talent, it is
precious to me. Networking, which feels
like the exact opposite of dreaming, isn’t

[ am not entirely unambitious. I want
my books to be read, and maybe, just
maybe, someday not have to have aday job
in order to indulge my literary vice. But
somehow, my natural instinct is to trail off
mid-sentence in a conversation, words
vanishing from my mouth, and everyone
save me moving on to greener signing
tables. Then there is the inadvertent poking
of the hornet’s nest of rivalries. A certain
Slovenian novelistI once met oozed charm

she had attached herself to.

than that.

choices with glee.

dreamed more.

and rat-tat-tatted her publishing profile
upon first introduction and insisted —
without provocation — that writing in any
language other than the mother tongue
was linguistic treachery. Her enthusiasm
dimmed when I didn’t gush at her shining
successes or applaud her passionate
speech. When I asked her casually if she
knew a Slovenian translator friend, her
smile froze. “You think everyone knows
everyone in Slovenia?” she snorted and
turned her back to me. I overheard her
extracting an invitation to a speaking en-
gagement in Israel from the next personage

That is the essence of literary network-
ing. It is aggressive, result-oriented pol-
iteness by those who claim to be
dreamers. It cannot get any more ironic

To be artless in the world of art may
not be the most strategic thing to do. But
ifthere are clouds where you live and your
sense of pareidolia is strong, it’s easy to
face the consequences of your luddite

I have a tiny social-media presence: A
locked Facebook account under a pseu-
donym and 300 friends with whom I
share puns, cat videos, and my observa-
tions of absurdities. We laugh at how rid-
iculous everythingis, say kind and clever
things to each other, and go back to real
lives. I have no time or patience to argue
with strangers. I may be existing in the
proverbial echo chamber, but I am too
cynical to want to change other people’s
minds. I am also smug in my position of
“compassion, humour, respect, free
speech” where detractors have very little
leeway. If Thear of a publishing opportun-
ity, Ishare it with fellow writers. I'm happy
to give advice if someone asks for it. In
turn, I feel uplifted and grateful when I re-
ceive help. And that is all the friendship
and goodwill I need. I think the world
would be a better place if everyone — in-
cluding writers — networked less and

Karnoor is a translator and writer,
most recently of the short story
collection Gooday Nagar, and

the Kannada novel, Hettavara Neralu

A divided Oppositionis
BJP'sgreat strength

RAASHID ALVI

OR 12 years, the BJP has been the dominant political
forceinIndia. Despite repeated allegations by opposi-
tion parties regarding the misuse of institutions, unfair
electoral practices, and abuse of state machinery, the
party continuestoexpand its political influence. It does
not hesitate to use every available political tool, including in-
fluencing investigative agencies and benefitting from a favour-
able Election Commission. Why, then, have opposition parties

failed to develop a united and long-term strategy against it?
One of the most significant political developments in recent
years was the passage of the Chief Election Commissioner and
Other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Ser-
vice and Term of Office) Act, 2023. The Lok Sabha passed it amid
an Opposition walkout, and the Rajya Sabha passed it the follow-
ingday. Noserious parliamentary obstruction occurred, and even
a formal division of the vote was reportedly not demanded. The
Actreplaced the CJIin the selection committee for Election Com-
missioners with a cabinet minister, giving the PM decisive in-
fluence over the appointments. Section 15A prevents courts from
actingagainst election officials for acts performed in their official
capacity. An important question arises: How can free and fair
electionsbe guaranteed under the CEC Act, 2023? The Opposition
must consider launching a nationwide movement — similar to
the farmers’ movement — demanding the Act’s withdrawal.
The 42nd Amendment of 1976 froze the total number of Lok
Sabha seats, based on the 1971 Census, until 2000. The 84th
Amendment extended this until the first Census after 2026. The
Census processis expected tobegin in 2026, and the next nation-
wide delimitation exercise may take place only after the publica-
tion of final data, possibly after 2030. However, the 84th Amend-
ment did not prevent the delimitation conducted in Assam in
2023 under Section 8A of the Representation of the People Act,
1950. Using 2001 Censusdata, the EC redrew constituency bound-
arieswhile retaining the total number of Assembly and Lok Sabha
seats. Boundaries were altered in amanner favourable tothe BJP.
Perhaps the BJP’s greatest advantage is not just its organisa-

Duringthe
Delhi elections,
Arvind Kejriwal

ruled outan

tional strength, but opposition parties’ inability to unite. During
the Delhi elections, Arvind Kejriwal ruled out an AAP-Congress
alliance, resulting in a split in anti-BJP votes: The BJP secured
45.56 per cent, AAP 43.57 per cent, and Congress 6.34 per cent.
Had AAP and Congress contested together, their combined vote

share would have crossed 50 per cent. A similar situation occurred

AAP-Congress
alliance,
resultingina
splitin anti-BJP
votes. Together,
their vote share
would have
crossed 50
per cent

in West Bengal, where the BJP secured 45.84 per cent, the TMC
40.80 per cent, CPI(M) 445 per cent, and Congress 2.97 per cent.

Opposition parties weaken themselves by refusing strategic
alliances and prioritising regional rivalries over national political
coordination. It would be prudent for Congress to set up state-
specificalliances with regional parties well in advance of elections,
rather than attempting last-minute political adjustments. The
BJP’s dominance may continue not merely because of its own
strength, but because of the Opposition’s continued inability to
act asa coherent and united political force.

The writer is a Congress leader and former MP
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Clashesin SriLanka

SIXPERSONS, including one soldier, were
killed in a major clash between army men
and civiliansin central Colombo, while
armed policemen patrolled the tense
area. Another 12 people, including nine ci-
—— vilians and three soldiers, died in clashes
as Tamil guerrillas shifted their campaign
to eastern Sri Lanka, according to a Na-
tional Security Ministry spokesman. The
e raids were seen as an attempt to divert
s troops engaged in heavy fighting in the

= Jaffna peninsula, the heartland of the
guerrillamovement.

IR

-  Political crisisinKerala
SEpp— A COMPROMISE formula is being worked
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out to resolve the Kerala crisis involving
the United Democratic Front ministry led
by K Karunakaran after the reshuffle of his
cabinet. Karunakaran held a prolonged
meeting with Congress (1) Vice-President
Arjun Singh and was also expected to
meet Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

Terrorists kill 9 in Amritsar

AT LEAST nine persons were shot dead
and five others seriously injured when
seven to eight jeep-borne terrorists
opened fire in the Krishan Nagar area on

the outskirts of Amritsar. Deputy Commis-

sioner Ramesh Inder Singh said five ter-
rorists had been captured after achase
and encounter. Four of the injured ad-
mitted to hospital were stated to bein

New Delhi

critical condition.

$400 m heroin haul

OFFICIALS OF the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), in their biggest seizure
in Delhi, confiscated 44 kg of pure her-
oin worth more than $400 millionin the
international market and arrested five
people, including three Pakistani na-
tionals. Acting on a tip-off, officials inter-
cepted atruck carrying 10 kg of heroin
concealed in asecret chamber under the
rear mudguards. Interrogation of the
driver and cleaner led the DRIteamto a
house in Mukherjee Nagar in north Delhi,
where four people were arrested and
another 24 kg of heroin along with seven
kg of pearls were seized.



©® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Israel’s mendacious ministers must
leave the flotillas alone.

— Haaretz, Israel
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THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES

Aweekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate
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RSS’s Dattatreya Hosabale has advocated reopening dialogue with Pakistan. Is it the right moment?

No talks for talks’
sake, first set terms

AJAI SAHNI

SS GENERAL Secretary Dat-
tatreya Hosabale’sremark that
India should not “shut the
doors” ondialogue with Pakis-
tan has triggered predictable
reactions. Every cycle of Pakistan-backed
terrorisminIndiais eventually followed by
debate over whether “talks” must resume,
or whether negotiations merely give Isla-
mabad diplomatic oxygen without securing
meaningful change in behaviour or intent.
The problem, however, is not with talks
perse. States talkeven duringwars. The real
issue is whether dialogue is embedded
within a coherent strategic framework, or
whether it degenerates into the ritual of
“talks for talks’ sake”. India’s history with
Pakistan demonstrates overwhelmingly
that the latter has been the dominant pat-
tern. India and Pakistan have sustained one
ofthelongest-running and least productive
diplomatic engagements in modern his-
tory, from Tashkent and Simla to Lahore,
Agra, Sharm el-Sheikh and the composite
dialogue process. Pakistan has used negoti-
ations tactically while sustaining strategic
hostility through terrorism, proxy warfare
and military coercion, with some of the
most dramatic peace initiatives coinciding
with active, often escalating, terrorism.
The proposition that “we must keep talk-
ing” is strategically meaningless unless ac-
companied by answers to harder questions.
What are the objectives? What are the con-
ditions? What leverage does India possess,
and what isits understanding of Pakistan’s
strategic calculus? Above all, how do talks
fit within India’s larger security doctrine?
Following the Pahalgam massacre and
Operation Sindoor, the Indian government
publicly declared that “every act of terror-
ismis an act of war”, while simultaneously
describing Operation Sindoor as the “new
normal”. Such declarations are not rhetori-
cal flourishes to be invoked in moments of
outrage and quietly abandoned thereafter.
If terrorism constitutes an act of war, then
the sponsoringstate is an active belligerent
employing proxy instruments. If retaliatory
military action constitutes the “new nor-
mal”, India has ostensibly moved beyond
the earlier framework of strategic restraint.
These formulations potentially repre-
sent a profound doctrinal shift. But doc-
trines cannot coexist indefinitely with
contradictory impulses. If India now seeks
renewed talks with Islamabad, the obvious
question arises: How are such talks recon-
ciled with the “act of war” doctrine? Has
Pakistan ceased sponsorship of terrorism?
Hasthere been any demonstrable dismant-
ling of jihadi infrastructure? Has Rawal-
pindi abandoned proxy warfare? There is
little evidence of such a transformation.
Indeed, the trajectory of Pakistan-

backed terrorism suggests adaptation
rather than abandonment. Pakistan hasre-
peatedly recalibrated its methods in re-
sponse to Indian and international press-
ure. Large-scale attacks alternate with
calibrated infiltration, targeted killings,
narco-terrorism, radicalisation networks,
drone-based weapons deliveries and osten-
sibly deniablelocal proxies. Tactical fluctu-
ations are repeatedly misread in India as
evidence of “peace opportunities” when
they are often mere operational adjust-
ments. Crucially, the absence of talks can
itself constitute strategic communication.
Refusal to negotiate signals that the adver-
sary does not satisfy the minimum condi-
tions necessary for meaningful engage-
ment. No serious strategic community can
treat negotiation asa virtueinitself. Negoti-
ationsare tools subordinate to policy. Where
policy is absent, talks become theatre.

Critics alsoraise an uncomfortable ques-
tion regarding Hosabale’s remarks: Is any
prospective outreach to Pakistan a sover-
eign strategic choice, or does it emerge
under external pressure, particularly from
the US? The distinction is critical. If talks
emerge from a considered Indian assess-
ment of national objectives, embedded
within a larger strategy addressing terror-
ism, escalation management and the Pak-
istan-China axis, they may possess coher-
ence. But if engagement is externally
induced, security concerns are subordi-
nated to external imperatives.

The Pakistan-China axis fundamentally
alters the strategic environment within
which any India-Pakistan dialogue must
now be evaluated. Pakistanis nolonger just
a troublesome neighbour pursuing revi-
sionist objectives through asymmetric war-
fare. It has become an increasingly inte-
grated component of a broader Chinese
regional strategy directed against India.
Military cooperation, technological integra-
tion, intelligence sharing and coordinated
geopolitical positioning have deepened
steadily. Any engagement with Pakistan di-
vorced from this larger strategic reality
would amount to self-deception.

The central weakness of India’s Pakistan
policy hasbeen the tendencyto oscillate be-
tween rhetorical maximalism and theatrical
diplomacy, without constructingadurable
strategic framework. Periods of outrage pro-
duce declarations of resolve; external press-
ure generates calls for talks. What remains
absentisclarity regarding desired end states
and pathways to achieve these.

There is no virtue in perpetual hostility.
Butthe burden of demonstrating credibility
for dialogue rests overwhelmingly on Pak-
istan’s abandonment of terrorism as an in-
strument of state policy. Until India defines
clearly what conditionsjustify engagement,
what costs follow continued sponsorship of
terrorism, and how negotiations fit into a
broader doctrine confrontingthe combined
Pakistan-China challenge, any return to
talks would be just another iteration of a
failed and exhausting cycle.

The writer is founding member and executive
director, Institute for Conflict Management

Don’t bet on civil
society in Pakistan
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VAPPALA BALACHANDRAN

N MAY 12, senior RSS leader
Dattatreya Hosabale said
that Pakistan’s military and
political leadership had lost
India’s confidence, and that
it was time for “civil society to lead the
way”. He added: “The security and self-
respect of a country has to be protected,
and the government of the day should
take care of it. But at the same time, we
need not close the doors. We should al-
ways be ready to engage them in a dia-
logue.” He said that trade and commerce
and the issuance of visas should not stop,
and that cultural affinities between the
two countries work in favour of better ties
between their civil societies. “Academ-
icians, sportspersons, scientists and
community leaders should come for-
ward there, as their political leadership
and military leadership have developed
aversion towards India.”

Pakistan has reportedly welcomed
this call. Its foreign ministry spokesper-
son, Tahir Andrabi, told a press briefing
in Islamabad on May 14 that “the voices
within India calling for dialogue are ob-
viously a positive development”. How-
ever, my experience in service, and later,
does not give me cause to believe that
Pakistan’s civil society has the clout
to push its government towards better
ties with India. Civil-society groups in
the two countries are bound by the atti-
tudes and policies of the regimes in
power — this is especially so with regard
to foreign policy.

The overarching power of the Pakis-
tani armed forces makes it especially dif-
ficult for India-friendly people in the
country’s society to take initiatives to
further contacts with their neighbour.

The intelligence-fundamentalist-
bureaucracy-dominated nation, in fact,
pays more heed to the diktats of foreign
powers than to the advice of some do-
mestic agents. The process began in 1950
when then-Pakistan PM Liaquat Ali
Khan declared that the formation of new
political parties in opposition to the Mus-
lim League was “against the interest of
Pakistan”. The same year, speaking in
Washington, he signalled America’s
growing role in Pakistan’s power struc-
ture by saying, “If your country will guar-
antee our territorial integrity, I will not
keep any army at all.” In 1953, General
Ayub Khan went further: “Our army can
be your army.” Such dependence
weakened democratic institutions.
Today, army chief Asim Munir domi-
nates Pakistan’s politics. Will he encour-
age meaningful civil-society outreach
with India?

My first exposure to India-Pakistan

civil society dialogue came in 2010, when
the Centre for Dialogue and Reconcili-
ation invited me to a roundtable com-
prising representatives of the two coun-
tries in New Delhi.

Unable to attend, I sent a note advoca-
ting a “peace constituency” between
the two societies — this was later pub-
lished in an Indian national newspaper
and endorsed by Pakistani human rights
activist I A Rehman, who had attended
the meeting.

I participated in their second
conclave in New Delhi in May 2010,
which was attended by senior Pakistani
representatives like former foreign
secretary Humayun Khan, former army
chief General Jehangir Karamat, I A
Rehman and former minister Sherry
Rehman, a member of the National Se-
curity Committee of Pakistan’s Parlia-
ment. All of them knew that I was a
member of the two-person high-level
committee appointed by the Maharash-
tra government to enquire into the sys-
temic lapses during the 26/11 terrorist
attacks in Mumbiai.

During a private interaction with
General Karamat, I asked him why Pak-
istan uses militants against India. I re-
minded him about the two highest level
R&AW-ISI meetings in the late 1980s. At
that time, General Hamid Gul had told
his Indian counterpart that Pakistan was
supporting terrorism against India as “it
was afraid of its size”, and that it was “In-
dia’s responsibility to instil confidence
in a small country like Pakistan”. Kara-
mat’s reply was typically evasive. He said
that politicians from Punjab (Pakistan)
were patronising militants to strengthen
their political base, but was not clear why
the powerful Pakistan army was not able
to stop this practice, if it was convinced
that it was wrong.

Sherry Rehman’s paper, ‘Reinventing
Dialogue’, submitted at the end of the
conference, also reflected this chasm.
Pakistan’s “underclass of taxi drivers,
shopkeepers, waiters and launderers is
invested in a far more benign counter-
narrative of authentic yearning for the
neighbour that got lost in the fog of war™.
But authorities didn’t display matching
interest, she said.

Last year, the CIVICUS Monitor-
World Alliance for Citizen Participation
report on Pakistan affirmed the lack of
heft of the country’s civic society. There
may be voices favouring reconciliation
in Pakistan but they rarely shape state

policy. As long as the army retains over- _ |

whelming control over Pakistan’s stra-
tegic direction, people-to-people engage-
ment is unlikely to be a potent force.

My experience leads me to be
sceptical of the suggestion that civil
society contacts “will keep doors open
for dialogue™.

The writer is former special secretary,
cabinet secretariat, who was part of the
high-level committee to enquire into the
26/11terror attacks
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IN RECENT months, public debate has re-
peatedly returned to the meaning of words,
how they are used, and how easily familiar
expressions acquire new meanings in new
contexts. Language, especially in political
spaces, rarely stays still. Words travel
quickly, gathering associations along the
way, sometimes stretching far beyond their
original intent. Watching these shifts from
adistance, I am reminded that meaning is
often less stable in public discourse than it
isin private life.

My childhood unfolded across transfers
familiar to many defence households, where
cities changed but certain markers of fam-
iliarity followed. In Bangalore, tucked into

Quietly dilkhush, the taste of belonging

ordinary neighbourhoods, were Iyengar
bakeries, modest spacesimmediately recog-
nisable by the warm aroma of freshly baked
bread, sugar and butter drifting past their
doors. Amongthe glassjars of rusks and trays
of buns sat a triangular pastry filled with
sweetened coconut and cardamom. It was
neither quite a paratha nor quite a pie. The
outer layer resembled something between
bread and memory, firm enough to hold
shape, soft enough to yield easily. I did not
know its name then. I only knew its taste —
gentle, balanced, without excess.
Yearslater,Iwould learn that it was called
dilkhush. But I had carried the small aston-
ishment of that bakery shelf in Bangalore
with me wherever we moved. For me, it sym-
bolised stability and belonging. Like many
foods that belong to regional cultures, dilk-
hush was neither extravagant nor heavily ad-
vertised. It travelled instead through fam-

iliarity, repetition, neighbourhood presence,
and the trust of everyday consumption.

Food often performs this social function.
It binds communities without announcing
that it is doing so, creating shared reference
points that make places feel less distant.
Tastebecomesasmall butenduringarchive
ofbelonging. Mobility, on the other hand, re-
arranges this sense of belonging. Across
India, countlesslives unfold through migra-
tions, transfers, postings and outstation op-
portunities. Each move requires adjustment,
butitalso produces unexpected continuities.
Everywhere we went, I sought out local
bakeriesin search of the flaky goodness that
spelled comfort for me. Dilkhush felt like
home when nothing else did.

It is striking how something as ordinary
asafood memory canilluminatelargerideas
about continuity and belonging. At a time
when public language is often preoccupied

with defining who belongs and on what
terms, the small pastry from a neighbour-
hood bakery travelled acrossdecadesand re-
gions almost perfectly intact in memory.

Policies and public institutions undeni-
ably shape the direction of acountry. Yetthe
experience of living in a society is sustained
justas much by quieter forms of recognition,
familiar flavours, shared references and
everyday certainties. What endures in col-
lective memory are the things that continue
to affect how people live, move, access op-
portunities and experience dignity.

The triangular pastry from a Bangalore
bakery may appear insignificantin the larger
vocabulary of nation-building. Yet, its per-
sistent presence across decades suggests, it
is often the ordinary that remains the most
dependable.

Mohanta is a Delhi-based writer
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The faultlinein India,
US ties: America doesn’t
understand equal’

o

o
SAMIR SARAN
S PRESIDENT Donald
Trump’s visit to China may
not be remembered by pos-
terity as much as Richard
Nixon’s famous tripin 1972.
But it has forced Indians to confront the
parallels with what was hitherto con-
sidered the darkest chapter of the India-
US relationship.

Nixon, like Trump, believed that reset-
ting relations with China was in para-
mount American interest. Nixon, like
Trump, led a White House and establish-
ment that was instinctively unsympathetic
to Indian concerns. And Nixon, like
Trump, viewed the Pakistani military
leadership through rose-tinted glasses. No-
body, not even ordinary Pakistanis, has
ever celebrated a Pakistani military dicta-
tor more than Nixon or Trump.

But hereiswhat matters: The relation-
ship between India and the United States
survived Nixon. It grew and flourished.
The partnership is stronger than any one
person, even an enormously consequen-
tial president. Itis greater than any admin-
istration, any party, any geopolitical mo-
ment. It is beneficial for both and yet it is
not definitional for either. We can live
without it.

In the past, India navigated a hostile
White House, ahostile es-
tablishment, and an in-
different American pub-
lic. Today’s position is
better, evenif the Trump
White House returns to
overt hostility from its
current passive-aggres-
sivedemeanor. Large sec-
tions of the Washington
establishment continue
tovaluethebilateral part-
nership.  People-to-
people connections have
deepened. And the busi-
ness-to-business ties of
investment, innovation and trade have al-
ready demonstrated their capacity to ig-
nore and outlast shifts in capital markets
or political fashion.

This is not to minimise divergences
that are neither superficial nor personal-
ity-driven. A structural faultline has
emerged in Indo-US relations. It cannot
be papered over. There are, in fact, three
faultlines, not one.

India’senergy security, its abiding con-
cern in global affairs, is imperiled by
American unilateralism and breathtaking
double standards on sourcing fuel from
Russia. Washington’s search for detente
with China removes the relationship’s stra-
tegic ballast. And India has reforged its
sense of self: It will, and it must, continue
torefuse to play the compliant partnertoa
whimsical Washington. These are serious,
structural disagreements. They deserveto
be named as such.

But we must also recognise the institu-
tional convergences that persist. Bilateral
military-to-military cooperation. Strands
of collaboration under the Quad’s um-
brella that Trump dislikes and Secretary
of State Marco Rubio and Ambassador Ser-
gio Gor seek to cleverly sustain. The
INDUS-X defence ecosystem. The TRUST
initiative for emergent technology and
critical minerals and multiple supply

chain partnerships. All of these receive un-
diminished official energy, and will con-
tinue to do so. And hard words and the 50
per cent tariffs notwithstanding, a trade
deal was eventually arrived at. The glue
holds. Barely, but it holds.

We should think of this moment as an
opportunity. The US-India relationship has
always been sold as an inevitable strategic
convergence. But until recently, it was
somethingelse: Two very different civilisa-
tional world-views cohabiting uneasily.
What Trump’s arrival did was strip away
the diplomatic veneer.

New Delhi must respond with open-
eyed diplomacy, not open-hearted senti-
ment. It mustengage all strands of thought
in the United States, a democracy almost
asdiverse and complexasours. Trumpism
may outlast Trump — both sides of the
aisle asking, ifin more polished terms, the
same uncomfortable questions the current
administration has posed.

Thetruthisthat this president hasdone
us a favour. We can now reworKk this rela-
tionship on more honest, durable terms.

This cohabitation was in many ways
an arranged marriage. The two countries
were joined together by a panchayat of
wise elders: P V Narasimha Rao, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, Bill Clinton, Manmohan
Singh, George Bush, and their gener-
ations. The arranged-marriage mantrais:
Ceremony first, compatibility later. For
our twonations, the strategic relationship
came first. Strategic convergence was sup-
posed to follow.

It didn’t. Our worldviews did not con-
verge the way matchmakers anticipated.
A philosophical gap, one rooted in our re-
spective democratic cul-
tures, has persisted: India
does not understand al-
liances; Americadoes not
understand autonomy.

In any marriage,
both partners change,
compromise and build a
partnership of equals. A
relationship between
two civilisation-states is
no different. The White
House cannot write the
rules of marriage with-
out co-opting India’s dis-
tinctiveness. Until
Washington accepts that India is an
ancient nation with its own immutable
timeline and unalterable threat calculus,
and not a junior supplicant seeking ad-
mission to some charmed circle, this re-
lationship will oscillate between promise
and frustration. The fact is, America does
not understand “equal”.

New Delhi is not holding its breath. As
the old order dissipates, Indiais neither dis-
mantling nor defending it. Foreign policy
and strategic autonomy have visibly been
very hard work and yet an imperative. To
be fair, Prime Minister Narendra Modiand
his team are rearranging the pieces rather
well. India has discovered a new and ap-
propriate proximity and distance tothe US,
deeper strategic intimacy with the EU, re-
calibration with Beijing — while engaging
Moscow in a dynamic world.

The India-US partnership will endure.
It survived Nixon; it will survive Trump.
But whether it matures is a different ques-
tion entirely. The answer depends on one
thing alone: Americadecidingit canaccept
India on mutually agreeable terms. The
Trump White House doesn’t understand
the question. Perhaps its successor will
need to find the answetr.

The writer is president,
Observer Research Foundation
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Manipur tensions

THE RECENT Kkillings and kidnap-
pings are very worrying. They show
that Manipurisonce again closetoa
major outbreak of violence (‘In Ma-
nipur, pull back from edge, build
trust’, IE, May 21). Even though the
new government has appointed
leaders from different groups, just
giving people government posts is
notenough to fix years of anger and
hurt. The state government needs to
domore thanjustreact after a crisis
occurs. It must focus on bringing
people together to talk. Right now,
the most important tasks are to get
hostages back safely, to make sure
people can travel without fear, and to
start real peace talks.

Krish Bareja, Panipat

Leak-proofing exams

THE STORY of KJ Alphons, a former
senior civil servant, successfully con-
ducting the entrance examinationsto
professional colleges in Kerala could
serve as an inspiration for the author-
itiesthat conduct competitive exam-
inations across the country to combat
the menace of paper leaks (‘Keeping

New Delhi

exams clean: From Kerala, a personal
experience’, IE, May 21). He made it
leak-proof by personal supervision.
He did notlet anyone clear the test by
money power. He ensured that only
deserving candidates could get ad-
mission in professional colleges. His
allowing no one, not even his PS, to
have accesstoinformation regarding
the question-setting and printing
press highlights his total dedication
tohisjob.

S H Quadri, Bikaner

KJALPHONS’S accountis atimely
reminder that systemic integrity is
built onindividual decisions made
under pressure (‘Keeping exams
clean: From Kerala, a personal experi-
ence’, IE, May 21). The paper-leak con-
troversies have shaken public confi-
dence in competitive examinations.
Kerala’s model — physical copies, dis-
trict-level sealing, police protection
—is not particularly high-tech, but it
works because accountability is clear
and personal. Decentralise responsi-
bility, reduce digital exposure at vul-
nerable points, and ensure that offi-
cials have the authority and the
incentive to act honestly.
KSakunthala, Coimbatore
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Lawrence gang member
behind Pune mall firing: Cops

Chandan Haygunde
Pune, May 21

APROBE Dby the Pimpri Chinch-
wad police revealed that a
member of the Lawrence Bish-
noigang, Kuldeep alias Kashish,
whoiscurrentlyinjailin the sen-

erTer §-FfET o (27 Call) || sational Sidhu Moosewala
T A el i e @ A atgEna | | murder case, allegedly gave in-
gv wwmdt #f@s wwEm @) | structions through a social
(CMVNY) gterr=mia 9=z R | media account to open fire at A
& T arad WO A S TRAER| | 7 Furniture mall in Punawale
& ﬁ:g“ iﬂ’g _ ;"Hé:;%iﬂg_s last week.
¥ ifeUHoclo Wnd U4 Fat a15d Police arrested three persons
Hloqus slermo & Gl SaRl # S| | o Haridwar in Uttarakhand

04.06.2026 % amre 17:00 ¥ 7= &
Fifde amfEm & andl §1 m w8 4
e oo fem 21.05.2026 @ RAS
04.06.2026 & 78 ToR Wi TEHR &) e
procurement 999152 hitps://etender,
up.nic.in & sreate B @ owd § am é
Mg A 05.06.2026 & 14:00 79

in the recent firing case. They
were identified asParveen Ram-
nivas (22), Pankaj Kuldeep (21)
and Sagar Ajaypal (21), all hailing

from Haryana. A court on
Thursday remanded the trio to
police custody till May 28 for
further probe.

Two youngsters on motor-
cycles had allegedly fired bullets
at AJFurniture Mall on Aundh-
Ravet BRTS Road in Punawale
area of Pimpri Chinchwad
around 9.15 pmon May 16. Soon
after, an audio clip and screen-
shot of a Facebook post claiming
that the firing was done by
members of the Lawrence Bish-
noi gang went viral.

Jagdish Bishnoi, owner of
AJ Furniture Mall, lodged the
FIR in this case at Ravet police
station in Pimpri Chinchwad,
in the early hours of May 17.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

e e, gie-35, Hormz oo,
Jowo @ Fm (e, s F @i
wt | §- R v e wo 10,000,00
+GST (18%) Fet &0 11,800,000 gbm |
e & st g e &

E-NOTICE INVITING TENDER

TENDER NOTICE Mo: 230-Elect-RS0-T01-2026-27, DI, 19.05.2028
For and on behalf of President of India, Sr. Divisional Electrica! Enginesr (RS0),
Northerm Railway, Dalhi Division, New Defhi invites 'E- Terdes in préescibed lendar
form for the follosaenn waork

gt . 1.| Name of the work with its location: Provision of clean, dry sllica sand as p-e-r
4 52 www.cdsupjn.org 74 !qjld:qhﬂﬁ specification AAR-M-916-51 and filling of the sand in the sand boxes of
uie https:/fetenderup.nic.in @ Diesel! Electric locomotives at NDLS, DLI, ANVT & TKD outpits for a period
U § | T i n{EDrrigEHdum:l of 24 months. :
|'|_|;|5 .lr.n"E'[EI'IﬂEI'LEE nic.in T® ﬁ 2.| Approx. Tender value (Ris) | Rs.78.09,801.60 {including GST).

TS Rs. 1,56,200.00/-
Capiny Wmﬂ Bl T i [l % EMDIRs) Note:-Online payment mode avallable on IREPS website.
argm | Pt = aee f e § R d 4. | Date & Time of tender opening (Immediately when tender submission ends):
T SHHIEL ] THD-HHE T HEw e i 10.06.2026 at 11.00 Hrs.
'w‘ﬁl. 4. | Website particulars where complete details of tender documents can be

SEEN. WwW.Ireps.gov.in 1712/2026 |

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Women in law: ‘Each generation carries
forward courage of those who came before’

Ather book launch, Jaising points to SC revisiting own position in Umar
Khalid case as sign of course correction from within the institution itself

Express News Service

New Delhi, May 21
SISTERHOOD IN the legal
profession is very important as
a conscious intellectual and
professional commitment to
ensuring that access does not
end with individual achiev-
ement, Justice BV Naga-
rathna of the Supreme Court
said on Thursday.

She was speaking at the
launch of senior advocate In-
dira Jaising’sbook The Consti-
tution Is My Home: Conversa-
tions on a Life in Law at the
India International Centre in
New Delhi.

Tracing the generational
arc of women in law, Justice
Nagarathna, who delivered
the keynote, said each gener-
ation had been made to prove
something the one before
could not take for granted.
“With each successive gener-
ation, the burden becomes a
little less,” she said, adding,
“but each generation carries
forward not only its own am-
bition but also the accumu-

Senior Advocate Indira Jaising

works of familiarity and rec-
ommendation. Women had
entered without those net-
works, which made sisterhood
not a slogan but a necessity,
she pointed out.

Jaising, in conversation
with journalist Sreenivasan
Jain, said the Constitution had
given her a sense of belonging
that geography never could.
On gender justice, she said the
record of the courts remained
deeply uneven. “Women are
more honoured by our courts
in their deaths,” she said,
pointing out that awoman ap-
proaching the court for protec-
tionis often labelled as misus-
ing the law.

The book, in conversation

Kant said the Constitution’s
“reach extends far beyond for-
mal legal spaces, and its in-
fluence is  ultimately
measured in the lives of
citizens and in the character of
our democracy.” He added
that the “Constitution is not
simply a legal text governing
society from a distance. It is
the shared framework within
which our shared aspirations
are articulated, negotiated,
and realised.”
“Constitutionalism repre-
sents something broader and
more enduring;: it reflects the
idea that public power oper-
ates within a carefully de-
signed arrangement of values,
responsibilities, and institu-
tional relationships. It is this
underlying design that enables
governance to remain both ef-
fective and accountable.”
Speaking on the state of
constitutional democracy,
Jaising said that all govern-
ments had, at various points,
tried to shake the foundations
of the Constitution. But what's
different about the present,
she said, is that the trans-
formation is taking place with-
out amending the written text.
“Duringthe emergency, it was
the Constitution itself that was
used to oppress the general

public... It's much easier to
find a written text, a written
document to challenge it.
What's happening now is
without changing the written
text, every other form of trans-
formationishappening...and
which is why it is so much
more difficult to deal with,”
she said.

She pointed to recent de-
velopments, including the SC
revisiting its own position in
the Umar Khalid UAPA bail
matter, as signs of course cor-
rection from within the insti-
tution itself. The problem, she
said, was thatbenches had not
been following a three-judge
SCjudgment, authored by the
current CJI, holding that pro-
longed detention without a fair
trial was impermissible. Shere-
jected the framingofherworkas
dissent altogether. “It is the rul-
ingpartieswhich are dissenting
from the Constitution of India,
notus. Weare claimingtheright
to affirm the Constitution of
India,” she added.

Jaising called for a stronget,
organised bar as the primary
check onjudicial conduct and
for transparency in collegium
proceedings. She said that the
three sitting women Chief Jus-
tices of High Courts should be
elevated.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION

Senicr Divisional Commercial Manager'F 5, Dedhi Division, Morthern Railway, in ferms
of Railway Board letter no, 2022MCIEMY1004 dated 13062022, Imvites hids
thraugh a-Auckan (W iraps goviin] for The coniract of Parking cum management ol
vehicias {as per their type and ciass as mentioned in the addiional special conditiona )
andd Stacking of Parcels al Hazral Nizamuddin Rashway Station (NZM ) towards Bhogal
Side, near Platform Mo, 1, Okhia End with area measuning of 53074 squarm melars for
a period of five years, through E-Auction in IREPS module as per detail and schedule
fpviin Dehin

S.No, 1 Date & time of e-Auction 0506 2026 at 1100 hrs, Assets to be auctioned
The contract of Parking cum managament of vehichas (a5 par thelr bype and class as
mentoned in the additional special conditions) and Stacking of Parcels al Hazral
Mizamuddin Raitway Stallon (MZM ) lowards Bhogal Side, near Platform Mo, Okhla
End with area measuring of 930,74 square meters far a penod of five years through E-
Auction in IREPS module

important notes: 1. For more information, requiremeani and wvarious
aspecls regarding these e-Auctions, Inlergsted bidders are advised to visil
hitps:fewecireps.gov.infhimUheipdeskiearning centre.html. [E-Auction |easing
section). 2. Edarnest Money Deposit (EMD]: 10% of the total contractual bid value to be
deposited arding during [he auckon. EMD of the suctessiul bidder will e rolained as
Sacunty Deposit. 3. Railway Administration resemvwas the full and absoluie rights fo
short terminate thess confracis al any poént of fime and'or for taking any decision
regarding tha discordinuaticavcontinualion of thess contracls with madifiod/additicnal
terms and conditions depending upon the sifuations. 172202026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

JHARKHAND BULI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED
(CIN: U40108JH20135GC001702)

gmsp.jbvnl@rediffmail.com

CANCELLATION NOTICE

Regd.Office:- Engineering Building, HEC, Dhurwa,Ranchi-834004.
fax # 0651-2400483 e-mail : cesp.jseb@rediffmail.com/

Suvendu aide
murder: CBI
makes another

arrest fromUP

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, May 21

THE CENTRAL Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has arrested
another person in connection
with the killing of West Bengal
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhi-
kari’s personal assistant, Chan-
dranath Rath, from Uttar Pra-
desh's Ballia, sources said.

They added that the agency
suspectsthatthe carusedinthe
crime was also purchased from
the same district.

The suspect has been ident-
ified as 28-year-old Naveen
Singh, a resident of Ballia. It is
learnt that his name surfaced
during the questioning of
another Ballia resident, Raj
Kumar Singh, whowas arrested
from Varanasi two days ago.

“The CBIL, whichisinvestigat-
ing the Chandranath Rath
murder case, arrested Naveen
and recovered aweapon from his
possession. Hehasbeentakento
Kolkata for further questioning,”
a senior police officer in Ballia
said. According to officers, the
central probe agency suspects
that a group of youth from UP
may be involved in the crime.
Sourcessaid during preliminary
investigation, the agency learnt
that the vehicle —asilver hatch-
back — allegedly used by the as-
sailants in the attack was pur-
chased from a Ballia resident a
few days before the murder.

Police said it was also found
that this local resident had
bought the carjustamonth ago.
The agency is now trying to
tracethe buyer and establish the
chain of possession of the ve-
hicle allegedly used in the
crime.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
DRM {(SE&T) MWH, Ajmer on behalf of
the President of India invites E-
Tender for the following work up o
15,00 Hrs. on the mentioned date.
Tender No.: DRM-S&T-16-2026-
27: Name of Work: Ajmear Division:

{Provision of Dual VDU by replacing

operating panel at. 07 Nos. El
stations in (BER-S0S) section under
the [urisdiction of DSTEAIl in Ajmer
division. Approximate cost ol
work: Hs. 668455845.56; Bid

[security: Rs. 1329100.00; Date &

Time ol opaning E-Tender -
15.06.2026 at 15.30 Hrs. The details
of above E-Tender are available

on website www.ireps.gov.in
T49-AM/2E

Please join us on® &  NWRallways

Due to some unavoildable circumstances NIT
No. 86, 87, B8, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95/PR/JBVN
L/2026-27 15 hereby cancelled.
PR No. 379876
o Zfe #t o 1800 345 6670 O¥ TOf W |

Sd/-
PR 380437 Jharkhand Bijlee Dy. General Manager
Vitran Nigam Ltd{26-27).D Purchase

- Deptt. of Water Resources, Government of Odisha
-_ i) "e" Procurement Notice
' No. ACEDC-CTC-07/2026-27

32001/264/2627

1. Name of the Works: Total 01(One) no. Drainage work.

2. Estimated cost: Rs. 814.52 lakh

3. Period of Completion: 18 (Eighteen) months

4. Date and time of availability of bid document in the
portal: From 11.30 hours of Dt. 25.05.2026 to 18.00 hours
of Dt. 08.06.2026.

5. Last date/time for receipt of bids in the portal: 18.00 hours
of Dt. 08.06.2026

6. Name and address of the Officer inviting Bid: Additional
Chief Engineer, Drainage Circle, Gandarpur, Cuttack-
753003. e-mail id:- sedrainagecirclectc@gmail.com

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal of

Odisha Government https://tendersodisha.gov.in. All

information, notices, addendum, corrigendum, cancellation

notice etc. if required, will be published in this portal.

E
AN

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer

OIPR-32001/32518/1/26-27/0005 Drainage Circle, Cuttack

e-Procurement Cell

e IRATTAT WS,

gfe-17, FAgTH TUS
feamgs wfdfdw, s=r

way Wer e (),

(Sow0 WRHR FHT IUHH),
FHEg : PO,
HYRT 281004 (S0%0)

L. No. 536/M-14/131
Dated: 21.05.2026

SeqPTei 3-FfaeT q=e (2" call)

T Wy e el @ ol Rl
ararda e P sy A dif
fttem 2 v = & Foim ol se
AT Fo 233,78 70E (dleTHodte fid 09
e da aiea ) i dovrs Sorgo § defiga
dderf B A 06/06/2026 & HU0E
1700 &% % HeTEi 3-Hiag Hf-g
dradt § | 3w i - v A
23/05/2026 & fearm 06/06/2026 & wu
I Wl WER H e-procurement
dagrEe https://etender.up.nicin @
Eraeits Pt an e & an §-Pf Rt
08/06/2026 = 14:00 &= oigkeEn
Hah, lg_ﬁl?_'-'l?, e ToE Hta o Jolo
o Form (o), g A bt ot 1 € -
ffe v &1 g7 50 10,000,00 + GST
(18%) 50 11,800,007 |

fafire & sl ey R w6
dFEEe www.cdsupjn.org T TiETRER
uied https://etender.up.nic.in @
J0E ¢ | T o OF ( Corrigendum )
https://etendecup.nicin o &
e P, ST e 4 S W T
g P o g £ e 8 R
3o AT 1 GHG-0HY OF A 6

|

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

SPECIAL WORKS DIVISION, BUILDING CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT, Ranchi

e-Procurement Notice

(Very Very Short Notice);
Tender Reference No:- BCD/EE, Special Works Div, BCD, Ranchi-10/2026-27 Date:-19.05.2026

| &0 : @i gl @l @l
Wi &1 w A WTRETa T Lﬁﬁ.{
Annual Maintenance Contract of Electrical,
Piumbing, Fire Fighting System, DG Set; CCTY, Lift
: and Parking System Operation, STP, Hot Water ey 12 [Twelve
- System and Den'n-.-'nﬂpm of Security Guard at Mew Rs. 2,38,52,350.00 I'j]cmtl':s ]
Inarkhand Bhawan, Bangla Sahib Road, New Delhi for
the Period-lune, 2026 to May, 2027
{1 | daamge 92 PfEs g@nm & /i 28.05.2025
i | B outy S THe sl B a9y 04.06.2028 ®1 AEES 1,00 4l

i Ffaer s 0 th, E—

v | FifEE TEiT e T SEE T AW T O

05.06.2025 P MULEA 1.00 &4l

e- Pracuremant Cell,

Office of the Executive Engineer

Special Whorks Division

Building Construction Department, Ranchi

v | DA qamtan @ e BO02415503
wi | E-UTARAE W T toduiee a BOOZ4 15503

lated courage of the women with Ritu Menon and pub-
m who came before them.” lished by HarperCollins India,
mﬁﬁﬁq Ud IoIe ﬁ‘iTFT] On solidarity within the tracesJaising's six decadesin
profession, Justice Naga- law.
s e 2 A 3 I | e rathna said that men in law In a read-out address,
(faere #mfeia vd swome aiEim, 2018 (gen Hotfer arferfram—2018 / 2022) had long benefited from net-  Chief Justice of India Surya
& Ted el U9 W0 9l ®1 e & ogee)
vieTe BT e 3 R e & % I aes B Rew wafe og g s,
2016 WET HEEE ﬁﬁm—zﬂﬁﬂuf.ﬁ'}ﬂ} AR ':,'i.-_"ln-! WHHi-'ﬁ"ﬁT ﬁr"]m. H‘tﬁfﬁ AR B I_T"Fu_l L] ) Bnﬂﬁms L‘DEDM“TIUE wnnus Vﬁ.ﬂ.ﬁ."ﬁ.ﬁl-221ﬂﬂ4
dunt FETR-we P guatEed S a0 ey SrgreE, wpE BT rswan RBen v 2 2
Rt war—eoe, Fmis—0a.02.2026 # fad qu Frdw & aneier 9 fard el & s A Bid No.: E-ON2026-200T  E.TENDERS Dwte: 15.05.2026
wied] g wefers wafela saiea, qgE § fRare-10.06.2026 &1 1100 7ot galo @ 3 E-tenders are invited for & on behall of the President of india for the supply of
WA | ST @l e ] aned iEr BEer—08.06.2026 1 EERR HeIieee ST ¥ S s following ilams Only E-offer will be accepled for which vendors musi hawe
2 L : o e T ST STEr i B R —n.02 5 Class-lll Digital Sgnature and registralions on IREPS. The detasds of
irﬂmmﬁx ?:-';_r mﬁq?;_l%-%% "'Fl_""ll ;Fdrrf-[ HUH.-,..:_._i-.:. M'“ﬁﬁ;&fﬂ tendars are in the following sequence. 5. No., Tender No., (Due Date),
Pt R bl W ol s g LR T T Ao Description and quantity.
A o, A 'ﬂ__f’m_ﬂ-ﬂ,m.ﬁ FITE /T B W A E RN 5 W | 6 g e 1. DG260009A, (15.08.2026), Complete Control Cubicle SB-2 Part No
HENT=Tire, St 3 S @ e g 29176174, 112 Set, 2. DB261858, (18.06.2026), Main Transformer 7775
_ B KVA, PartNo. 28731057, 147 Nos_, Bid No. E-08/2026-27 Date: 08.05.2026,
= [ - d 3. 05251046, (02.06.20246), Completa Conirod Cubicles SB 1, Part No.
e SRR | AT e fak Aol oy g | @el dmn an wwwm @ 291766589, 214 Sel, Bid No. E-08/2026-27 Date: 11.05.2026, 4. 06261016
T T 0 el & (08 .06 20256}, Dynamic Braking Fan Azsembly, Part No. 17451758, 106 Nos
frdfg o e e EiriEn Bid No. E-DBIZ028-2T Date: 15.05.2026, 5. 02261385, [12.06 2026)
A ctibic 1008.202 il o TR _ Cylinder Test Valve Assembly, PL No. 16241137, 5687 Nos., Bid No.
| | [ www.madhubani.nic.in E-DB/2026-2T Date: 18.05.2028, 8. 05265004, (24 06 2026). Supply, Ralmn.-
: e el & A0 fimenl and commissioning of BRUSHLESS DC MOTOR BASED CAB
Wil A PN W iy ot MOUNTED COMPACT HVAC (COOLING CAPACITY 1,75 TR) FOR DIESEL
SRTHT Al & st ST Epesl -:i]jr*-.' ;H fd -'.4. r"]-|:1-"|c::.‘] e T AR ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE to; PL Mo. 18050116, 200 Mos., Bid No.
T A | W@ A | e S | T T e, E-08/2026-2027 Date: 13.06.2026, 7. 102512690, (2805 2026)
R [V a e | o aaree e | W WA | W adiasGand Development Tender for Gasket, PL No. 16170313, 30 Nos.  The details of
of e I B | A T above tenders are availlable on wabsite www.blw.indianrallways.gov.in
il | and www.lreps.gov.in.
ﬁl:-_vﬂ PROVBLWIS-D8 PCMBM.
’ ; . f X B ﬂ Modwevarama | i A8 C www. Blw indianrailways P in
i
so | P | | s | T | | S | e e DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL & FISHERIES
I - : b L ¥
; 1 & G B it 5|
B ' % W RESOURCES, BIHAR, PURNEA
— e i PURNEA SEMEN STATION
r-.L_ e Govt. of Bibar A LINIT OF BIHAR LIWVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
a1 5424 Sangram 103 Car Ackual N 2009 gL s Tur-d‘.-!u'! Tl F-18 UHEEHT- TENDEH FDH Ii,|F‘.FH|TE WQS_H|HE AMvD FAl HT|NG WDEH
a4 DLTCHAT ¥ e, T I
. bl el OF VARIUS BUILDINGS AT PURNEA SEMEN STATION
GAHGAMEBESETL Purnea Seman Station, Purnea is a Unit of Bihar Livestock Development Agency, Dairy,
DLLSaN-8557 Fisheries and Animal Resources Department, Government of Bikar We are locking to carry out
MOI0SPE IPERAT 1S repatrs and repainting of buildings wunder ocur campus., In this regard sealed tenders are invited from
JBUSKS11T3 vendors/ Contractors for “WHITE WASHING AND PAINTING WORK™. Bidder should hawve
02 | sy Lacanita Matarcycla "tu;'siriu-. 9000 1350 experience in supply & services at govt. offices will be given preference. The bid must be In twe bid
j 13524 B DE-;‘T”'.IE"E" T : system e, Techrical and Financial in two separate sealed envelopes duly super scribed with
HI‘lI!"‘iF'Tl'li'.ISPJ[HI:'.E‘1'i "TECHMICAL BID" and "FINANCIAL BID™ and name of firm. Bath the sealed envelope is to be put in
o IEU'EQSH‘;E ' blgger envelope duly sealed and super scribed with "OFFER FOR WHITE WASHING AND
EiFl:'i-'i];E;:; — PAINTING WORK",
124168 [HEH
) RATE | PER 5SQUARE FEET WORE
10724 | Phulparas MALASLHRAMS5134 - T 2 SCOPE OF WORK (Should be filled by Bidder) | COMPLETION
B | gy | Sent GAHD4a05E0 004 | Ssis0 | Dasg | s oo NO. PERIOD
" o Actual No- UG R REPAIRING, CLEAMNING AND APPLYING PAINT AT
DLACs0935 fi-1100% INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR of All buildings at
DEZSON-2A5] SR, o1 Purnea semen Station FOR WaALL FOR METAL Within &0
J MBLHALDAGEGF11 n,_;q“:'_ s " | Work including: PAINT PAINT e,
04 | 22 a::f;:r Motoreyde | MELHAIOAGEGFLLAS | 204 | 10800 | 200 | o O (st » Putty work, Distempering, Wall colour Paint &
' NALUENEGFLA35 R Metal Paint.
HiLlDENEGF 14535 NOTE: All required material and consumables should be provided by Purnea semen station.
DL3CAS-09T1 L You are requested to quote your lowest rates with G5T, payment terms of delivery and any
MAITRIRSLEIRATISE T‘” _ other tax for the same on or before 04:00 PM, 20/06/2026 through our website and Post at our
05 | s J‘T"L',ag‘“ Seorpia BSGARLTASE n06 | TOI | SIS | I:., ks following address:
B2(23 Actual No- L Y E General Manager, G M
MALTH2BSIE2BSTISE R Parnea Semen Station, Chotel MisDaget
oL 133:; : MH-31, Maranga, Purnea; Bihar = 8548303 PﬂrnEE SEH'IEI'I Stat[ﬂn
BEAsly-11
AMBLHAWT T 3REE T THET AT PR- 003803 {Animal & Fish) 2026-27 Purnea
laynagar ‘-.1E-.Hh|.".'.'-"‘3H5j.E-3-';:'-'-:| -4 T For further details please visit | www.state_bihar.gowin/prdbihar
3525 : Matarcyde | oo 2024 | S5O0 | 13950 A28 W g : '
06 | 35 | “ogpe | Motomyde | ey | || Wit Y1 9 99 1 & Uh & SUER, Tdcq 3R IRaR 9 WR
Artual No- Bi e i
lard] - =100
oLasy-1030
LECIEIEIL : :
" - dprdurere aifdaer @1 wratera
Fifta =3 ﬂfFIﬁITI'\;U]ﬁTIFT qmmw
i Fh:;fm? ) W #l it | T e "'::!:H WA W & T T .
il I B e B bt T S ol e sty gl g fifaer amH=Ev ga
) s W :I"‘ﬂ fre 3 Fifdsr ogft & sr@R d9Ee (www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in) =
e s—Ffaar ﬂ_ﬂ?n viwar—02/ET/BCD/SIWAN/2026-27
Aréiiea nlZsar17 - —1,-;;, s 1, e W AT Td I A, WO WAESE, T
07 | & | Segm | Moty IHEAGFoa150 M6 | LuE | 6 | w0-mw o/, OO 2. e P v o Ay - fim 2opsaee
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FUEL PUMPS RUNNING OUT OF STOCK FASTER THAN USUAL IN SOME POCKETS

Bulk fuel buyers shift to OMCS’
retail pumps, driving demand

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, May 21

FUEL DEMAND, particularly
that of diesel, is seeing a surge
in certain pockets as a large
number of bulk fuel consumers
have shifted to public sector oil
marketing companies’ (OMCs)
retail outlets.

The move was driven by a
wide price gap between retail
prices — still below market
rates — and the market-linked
bulk prices, according to the
government.

On top of that, certain pri-
vate sector fuel retailers are re-
tailing the fuels at higher prices
than the OMCs, leading to ad-
ditional pressure on the latter’s
network as consumers are pre-
ferring to buy from them.

These shifts are amajor rea-
son behind the OMCs’ retail
outlets running out of fuel
stocks faster than usualin some
areas, leading to dry-out-like
situations, according to indus-
try sources.

There have been reports
from various parts of the
country of some retail fuel
bunks runningout of stocks. In-
dustry sources said the prob-
lem gets amplified when a
supply constraint at one retail
outlet leads to rumours of
shortage, and consumers start
panic-buying from other out-

lets as well.

The visible migration of a
large number of bulk con-
sumers to OMCs’ retail stations,
combined with higher agricul-
tural season fuel demand, has
led to ademand growth of 20%
to 30% in some localised areas,
according to Petroleum Minis-
try Joint Secretary Sujata
Sharma. “The price difference
between diesel for bulk sales
and that available at petrol
pumps is Rs 40-42 per litre,”
she said.

Only a fraction of the price
hike hasbeen passed on for the
retail petrol and diesel sales by
the OMCs in the backdrop of
the global oil and fuel price
surge due to the West Asia cri-
sis. The price hikes have been
much higherinthebulkand in-
dustrial segments.

While the OMCs, being gov-
ernment-owned, have kept
prices artificially lower, some
private sector retailers have
hiked retail fuel prices.

The three OMCs — Indian
Oil, Bharat Petroleum, Hindus-
tan Petroleum — have a com-
bined share of 90% in the fuel
retail market.

While fuel production and
supply at the national level re-
mains stable, these factors are
leading to regional imbalances
and last-mile logistical chal-
lenges for the OMCs to main-

SEBIMOVES TS) CURB \.IOLATILITY
New price discovery

mechanism for IPOs,
re-listed companies

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, May 21

THE SECURITIES and Ex-
change Board of India (SEBI)
has proposed significant
changes to the price-discovery
framework for initial public of-
ferings (IPOs) and re-listed
companies during the pre-
open call auction session.

The move aims to address
concernsover distorted pricing
and excessive volatility in
newly-traded stocks.

Inarecent consultation pro-
posal, SEBI said the current
mechanism for determining
thebase price of re-listed shares
often results in artificially low
valuations, leading toabnormal
trading patterns once the stock
enters regular market session.

It noted that multiple repre-
sentations from market partici-
pants highlighted weaknessesin
the existing dummy price band
mechanism and the methodol-
ogy used for fixing base pricesin
re-listed securities. Under the re-
vised framework, SEBI has pro-
posed that thelatest traded price
used for determining the base
price of a re-listed stock should
not be older than six months.

In cases where no recent
trading data is available, ex-
changes may rely on valuation
certificates issued by indepen-
dent valuation agencies to de-
termine a fair reference price.

SEBI observed that the cur-
rent practice frequently sup-
presses genuine price discovery.

Asaresult, stocks often face
intense buying pressure im-
mediately after listing or re-list-

ing, repeatedly hitting upper
circuitlimitsin the normal trad-
ing session. This, the regulator
said, also triggers Additional
Surveillance Measuresimposed
by exchanges to curb volatility.

Highlighting the issue, SEBI
cited an instance where nearly
90% ofbuy orders placed during
the call auction session of a re-
listed stock were rejected be-
cause they fell outside the pre-
scribed price bands. Such
restrictions, according to the
regulator, undermine efficient
market functioning and prevent
fair participation by investors.

At present, if a company’s
trading suspension hasbeen re-
voked after more than one yeat,
the base price for the call auc-
tion session is determined
using either the book value cal-
culated within the previous six
months or the face value of the
share, whichever is lower.

In most cases, this resultsin
astarting base price of just Rs 10,
regardless of the firms’s actual
market potential or underlying
value. SEBI said the revised
framework seeks to ensure that
thebase price of re-listed secur-
ities better reflects their present
financial and business value.

It added that exchanges
should adopt a more realistic
methodology based on updated
book value assessments and in-
dependent valuation metrics.

It clarified that no changes
have been proposed for the base
price mechanism applicable to
IPOshares, wheretheissue price
will continue to serve as the ref-
erenceprice.  FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

e SUPPLY STRAIN

SOME PRIVATE sector fuel
retailers are selling the fuels
at higher prices than OMCs,
leading to additional pressure
onthe latter’s retail network

THESE SHIFTS are a major
reason behind OMCs’ retail
outletsin some areas running out
of fuel stocks faster than usual,
leading to dry-out-like situations

THE PROBLEM gets amplified
when a supply constraint at one
retail outlet leads to rumours of

shortageinthe area, and
consumers start panic-buying
from other outlets as well

tain 24x7 supplies, particularly
in tier-II and tier-III cities, and
rural and remote areas.

While retail pumps usually
sell fuel to two-wheelers and
cars, bulk and commercial
buyerslike state road transport
corporation buses, truckers,
and diesel-powered telecom
towers get their supplies from
designated points.

“Petrol pumps generally
have stocks of two to three days,
and if they see 20-30% growth
in demand, they may tempor-
arily face someissues... afterall,
there are last-mile logistics is-
sues (aswell),” Sharmasaid, ad-
ding that the OMCs are closely

monitoring the situation on a
real-time basis and taking
necessary action. Some state
and district administrations
have also issued formal re-
quests or directives for bulk
consumers to use designated
bulk supply points rather than
retail petrol pumps.

The second-largest fuel re-
tailer Bharat Petroleum Corpor-
ation Ltd (BPCL) said that while
metropolitan centres continue
to be adequately supplied,
special operational focus has
been placed on “maintaining
seamless supplies across tier-II,
tier-IIT and remote markets,
wherelocalised demand spikes

and precautionary buying ten-
dencies have been observed in
recent days”.

According to BPCL, be-
tween May 1and May 20, its pet-
rol sales volumes rose 16.4%
year-on-year (y-0-y), while die-
sel sales surged 16.7%, reflect-
ing super-normal growth.

The provisional data
from the Petroleum Ministry
showed that nationwide petrol
consumption was higher by
6.4% in April on a y-o-y basis,
while diesel consumption was
0.3% higher.

“BPCL’s integrated supply
chain network — comprising
refineries, terminals, depots,
transport logistics and retail
outlets — continues to operate
efficiently, supported by round-
the-clock monitoring and en-
hanced coordination between
regional teams and field oper-
ations,” BPCL said, adding that
additional measures have been
initiated toaugment suppliesin
high-demand regions.

These measuresinclude en-
hanced tanker movement
planning, depot-level inven-
tory optimisation, and continu-
ous monitoring of retail outlet
replenishment cycles.

The other two OMCs have
also implemented similar
measures, it is learnt.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

« INDIA'S BANKING, FINANCEGCCECOSYSTEM

India’s GCC ecosystem has scaled to 2,117 centers, generating $98.4 bn in revenue as of FY26,
said a Nasscom-Zinnov report. But as Al drives corporate restructuring, heads may start rolling.

GCClandscapeinindia

GCCs are offshore units estab-
lished by MNCs for strategic
functions for the parent enter-
prise, leveraging Indian talent,
cost and operational efficiencies

2306 Lakh

The size of installed GCC talent
poolinthe country

1200+

The number of Indian GCCs with
native Al/Machine learning (ML)
capabilities

20-25%

Overall GCC headcount
held by BFSIsector in India,
per Quess Corp

2 5akh &=

Dedicated Al/ML
professionalsin India’s
GCC ecosystem

SOURCE: REUTERS, NASSCOM-ZINNOV REPORT

India’s share of global
GCC Al talent pool
(second only to the US)

From back-office
toAl-ledjobcuts

® Evolving past basic back-office
tasks, India’s GCCs now handle
high-value functions

® However, with Standard Char-
tered set to cut over 7,000 jobs
globally to replace ‘lower-value
human capital’ with tech, these
roles may take a hit

® The lender said the cuts will hit
its back-office centres in Chennai
and Bengaluru

Inside India’s megahubs

@ JPMorgan Chase employs over
55,000 people across software en-
gineering, product development,
data analytics, Al while Citiemploys
over 33,000 staff across Chennai,
Pune, Bengaluru, Mumbai

® Wells Fargo has over 30,000
people in business, finance, tech.
American Expressruns 4 centres
in Gurugram, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Chennaifor cybersecurity, data
analytics, risk management

Centre considering more steps to
contain rising CAD, says Goyal

Mukesh Jagota
New Delhi, May 21

AFTER TAKING aseries of steps
to curb precious metal imports,
the government isnow settoan-
nounce more measures to pre-
vent the current account from
running into a big deficit.
“Several steps are under
consideration. Various arms of
government are working as a
team. The situation is quite

challenging globally, but we
have the confidence and the
courage of conviction that we’ll
come out winners, even in this
challenging time,” Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Thursday, when
asked what more measures the
government could take to con-
tain the current account deficit
(CAD) and arrest the rupee’s
slide against the dollar.

He did not elaborate on the

plans, but said the Centre hasno
further plans to curb non-essen-
tial imports. “We have made an
appeal to all citizens to be more
conscious about their spending
on products which are import-
dependent. And I think it’s just
very natural that every Indian
who trusts Prime Minister Modi
has taken cognizance of that,
and is helping the country in
every small or bigway with their
own actions.” FE

West Asia war pushes
up bond yields, raises
spectre of RBI rate hike

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, May 21

YIELDS ON Indian govern-
ment bonds have risen sharply
in recent weeks in the wake of
the war in West Asia due to the
strain on public finances as ex-
penditure mounts for things
such as fertiliser subsidy and
loss of revenue from the cut in
excise duty on petrol and die-
sel, among others.

The government issues
bonds to raise funds to bridge
its annual fiscal deficit, or the
mismatch between its receipts
and expenditure.

On Thursday, the most ac-
tively traded Indian govern-
mentbond closed at7.11%,upa
massive 45 basis points (bps)
from 6.66% on February 27.
Bond yields have risen across
the world, from the US to
Japan, to multi-year highs as
fears of rising inflation unnerve
investors that central banks
may start raising interest rates.

Bond yields move in the op-
posite direction to prices. Ris-
ingbondyields are a sign of in-
vestors expecting higher
interest in the future.

InIndia, opinion has begun
toshift that the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) Monetary Policy
Committee may start raising
the policy repo rate as early as
next month — the rate-setting
panel will announce its deci-
sion on June 5 — with the ru-
pee’s non-stop fall seen as be-
coming a consideration for
monetary policy, something
the central bank has repeatedly
said in the past is not the case.

e RATEHIKEVIEW

® Opinion has begun to shift that
the RBI's rate setting panel may
start raising the policy reporate
as early as next month

® On Thursday, Standard Char-
tered economists revised their
prediction for Indianinterest
rates, saying they now expect the
RBIto startincreasing the repo
rate by 50 bps to 5.75% over the
June and August policy decisions
E L

On Thursday, Standard
Chartered economists revised
their prediction for Indian inter-
estrates, saying they now expect
the RBI to start increasing the
repo rate by SO bpsto 5.75% over
the June and August policy deci-
sions.Ifthereisnohikein June,
therepo rate could be raised by
50 bps in August, they said.

“We also see arisk of addi-
tional 25-50 bps of hikesin FY27
ifinflation turns out tobe higher
than we expect due to continued
pressure from commodity
pricesand INR weakness” econ-
omists Anubhuti Sahay and Sau-
rav Anand said in anote.

Itisworth recalling that the
MPC had cut the repo rate by
125 bps in 2025. And markets
seem to think that a similar
turnaround is in the offing.

“For India, four-five rate
hikes have been pricedinby the
OIS market over the next year.
Markets are forward-looking,
so they will react to conditions
that they see maybe around six
months ahead,” Gaura Seng-

upta, Chief Economist at IDFC
First Bank, said. OIS, or Over-
night Index Swap, is a type of
interest rate derivative used by
financial market players to
hedge the interest rate risk
they face and is an indicator of
interest rate expectations.

However, Senguptasaid the
rise in OIS rates does not
necessarily mean the RBI will
increase the repo rate in June
asinflationisstill subdued and
that some of the movement in
OISratesis hedging-related. “If
you’re long on bonds, you use
OIS to cut your risks,” she said.

According to Sankar Chak-
raborti, MD and Chief Execu-
tive of Acuite Ratings and Re-
search, the rise in Indian bond
yields is “largely a reflection of
a ‘global contagion’ rather than
a definitive bet on domestic
tightening”. “The current mar-
ket behaviour suggests a de-
fensive hedge against extreme
‘tail risks’ rather than a high-
conviction bet that the RBIwill
immediately raise rates, es-
pecially as the central bank re-
mains wary of stifling private
investment,” he added.

Even though retail infla-
tion, which the central bank is
mandated to target, has been
subdued so far, inching up
only slightly in April to 3.48%
from 3.4% in March, producers
are beginning to feel the heat
from the war. In April, whole-
sale inflation surged to a 42-
month high of 8.3% and econ-
omists expect these input price
pressures to be soon passed on
to consumers. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

LIC profit rises 23% in March quarter

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, May 21

STATE-RUN Life Insurance Cor-
poration (LIC) on Thursday re-
ported a 23.18% rise in net profit
forthefourth quarter of financial
year 2026 (Q4FY26) against the
same period last year, supported
byahealthyincreasein premium
incomeand investmentincome.

Maruti Suzuki to
hike prices across
modelsby upto
Rs 30K fromJune

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 21

CAR MARKET leader Maruti
Suzuki India (MSI) on Thursday
said it will hike prices of its ve-
hicles prices across models by
up toRs 30,000 from June 2026
citing inflationary pressures
and adverse cost environment.

“For the past few months,
the company has been making
continuous efforts to mitigate
the cost impact to the extent
possible through cost reduction
measures,” the company said.

The exact quantum of
change will vary from model to
model, it said.

MSI currently sells a range
of vehicles from entry level
S-Presso to premium utility ve-
hicle Invicto priced between
Rs 3.49 lakh and Rs 28.7 lakh
(ex-showroom).

o FILING REVEALS $4.28 BILLION QUARTERLY LOSS; STARSHIP DELAYS OR COST OVERRUNS COULD THREATEN Al, SATELLITE EXPANSION & OVERALL GROWTH

SpaceX IPO bets $2 tn on Musk’s ambitious rockets-to-Al vision

Reuters
Bengaluru, May 21

INVESTORS BUYING into
SpaceX’s nearly $2 trillion IPO
are making a high-stakes wager
that CEO Elon Musk canturna
fast-growing satellite business
into something far bigger, using
an unproven rocket to unlock
an ambitious push into Al

Musk has grown SpaceX
into the world’s largest rocket
business by launching thou-
sands of Starlink internet satel-
lites and pioneering reusable
rockets that have transformed
the economics of space.

But the company is seeking
to be valued not just on those
laurels but on the juggernaut it
might become if Musk’s ambi-

tious bets to colonize Mars, put
data centers in space and be-
come a leading AI company
pay off.

At the heart of those bets is
an assumption that a set of
events will unfold in the right
order, with each step unlocking
the next level of funding and
expansion: Starlink will gener-
ate the cash to bankroll
the next-generation Starship
rocket, Starship will slash
launch costs to expand the
market, and that expanded
market will ultimately support
the new Al business, currently
amoney guzzler.

“Theriskisn’t whether Spa-
ceXis areal business; it clearly
is,” said Josh Gilbert, analyst at
eToro, atrading platform where

.
2

——

Musk has repeatedly turned high-risk engineering bets into
dominant businesses.

the stock will be available on
the day of debut.
“The risk is whether a $1.75

REUTERS

trillion valuation adequately
prices in the execution chal-
lenges that come with being

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

part rocket company, part in-
ternet provider, part Al ven-
ture, and very much driven by
the vision of one individual.”

SpaceX is testing investor
patience with huge losses it dis-
closedinitsinitial S-1IPOfiling
on Wednesday: $4.28 billion in
the three monthsended March
31, aneightfold increase froma
year earlier. Those losses alone
will force investors to rely less
on traditional metrics to value
SpaceX, and more on the belief
that Musk will execute what he
has pledged.

In Musk investors trust

From building a trillion-
dollar EV company that
helped drive a global shift to
clean carstoleading SpaceX as

the first private firm to fly
NASA astronauts, Musk has re-
peatedly turned high-risk en-
gineering bets into dominant
businesses, fuelling investor
belief that even his most ambi-
tious SpaceX assumptions
may be achievable.

“You are not going to justify
a$1.75trillion or $2 trillion valu-
ation for SpaceX using tradi-
tional fundamental metrics
alone,” Rainmaker Securities
co-founder Greg Martin said on
avideo call. “Many investors...
believe SpaceX could become a
$5 trillion to $10 trillion com-
pany over time.”

SpaceX will join a small
group of firms valued at $2 tril-
lion, most of which have steady
revenue and strong profits.

New Delhi

Theleadinginsurance firm’s
profit rose to Rs 23,420.43 crore
in Q4FY26, up from Rs 19,012 it
had reported during the same
period ayear ago.InFY26,thein-
surer’s net profit grew 19.25% to
arecord Rs 57,419 crore, com-
pared to Rs 48,151 crore in FY25.

Net premium income of the
insurer grew 12% year-on-year to
Rs1.651akh crore in the quarter,

* BRIEFLY

while net investment income
rose 17% to Rs 1.09 lakh crore.

The investment income for
FY26 wasupnearly10% onyear
at Rs4.321akh crore.

The assets under manage-
ment of the insurance major for
the year stood at Rs 57.29 lakh
crore,up5.08%fromRs54.521akh
croreayearago. FULLREPORTON
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Fino Payments
Bank CEO to
stepdown

Mumbai: India’s Fino
Payments Banksaid on
Thursday Managing
Director and Chief Execu-
tive Officer Rishi Gupta
has sought voluntary
early retirement, months
after he was arrested
under the country’s
goods and services tax
law. Gupta said he wants
to explore new avenues
outside the lender,
without disclosing
further details. REUTERS

Rupee shored
up by firm RBI
intervention

Mumbai: The Indian
rupee rose Thursday, its
firstday of gainsintwo
weeks, after the RBI shored
up the currency through
firm intervention, while a
mediareport that policy
optionsincluding a poten-
tial rate hike are being
weighed for its defence also
helped. It closed at 96.20,
up 0.6% from its close at
96.82 in previous session,
itsbest one-day gainin two
weeks. The central bank
deployed a familiar
intervention strategy on
Thursday. REUTERS

* MARKETS

ITC posts profit |
uptick on tax-led
price hikes

Bengaluru: ITCposted a
marginal risein quarterly
adjusted profit Thursday, as
priceincreasesinitscore
cigarette business cush-
ioned some oftheimpactofa
tax hike and an Iran-war-led
risein raw material costs.
Prices of key raw materials
like edible o0il, soap noodles
and packaginginputsrose
sharply towards the end of
the March quarter, the
company said, due tosupply
chaindisruptions and logis-
tical challenges. REUTERS

DRI seizes 31akh
e-cigarettes
worth Rs120 cr

New Delhi: The Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI) hasseized 31akh
electronic cigarettes/vapes
worth Rs120 croreinits
crackdown operation
againstasmuggling racket
across Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Delhi and West Bengal, the
finance ministry said Thurs-
day. These prohibited e-ciga-
rettes were found to be sour-
ced from Chinainevery
instance and imported con-
cealed initemslike furniture
and metal chair parts, the
ministry statement said. PTI

K K
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IRAN IS BELIEVED TO POSSESS ABOUT 900 POUNDS OF HIGHLY ENRICHED URANIUM

US will eventually get Iran’s
enriched uranium: Trump

Pak pushes to get
peace talks back
on track; Munir
may visit Tehran

Reuters
Dubai, Washington, May 21

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump
vowed on Thursday that the US
will eventually recover Iran’s
stockpile of highly enriched
uranium despite comments
from Iran that it will not hand
over the material.

“Wewill getit. Wedon’tneed
it, we don’t want it. We'll pro-
bably destroy it after we get it,
but we’re not going to let them
haveit,” Trump told reporters at
the White House.

Iran is believed to possess
about 900 pounds of highly en-
riched uranium, which Trump
sayswasburied by US and Israeli
airstrikes nearly a year ago.

Iran’s Supreme Leader
has issued a directive that the
country's near-weapons-grade
uranium should not be
sentabroad, two senior Iranian
sources told Reuters.

Meanwhile, iPakistan
stepped up diplomacy on

A child plays at the beach, with vessels in the Strait of Hormuz
visible, near Bandar Abbas in Iran on Thursday. ReuTERs

Thursday to hasten USand Iran
peace talks. Pakistan's Army
Chief Asim Munir will decide
on Thursday whether to travel
to Tehran for mediation,
sources told Reuters.
Pakistan's interior minister
was in Tehran on Wednesday.
“We're speaking to all the
various groups in Iran to

streamline communication
and sothings pickup pace,” said
oneofthe sources. “Trump’s pa-
tience running thin is a con-
cern, but we're working on the
pace at which messages are re-
layed from each side.”

Iran’s ISNA news agency said
Munirwould travel to Tehranon
Thursday for consultations. The

textbeingdiscussed in Tehranis
on the general framework, and
some details and confidence-
building measures as guaran-
tees, the agency said.

Trump said on Wednesday
he was willing to wait for
Tehran’s response but was also
readytoresumestrikes. “Believe
me, if we don't get the right
answers, it goes very quickly.
We're all ready to go,” Trump
said. “It could be a few days, but
it could go very quickly.”

Iran's Revolutionary Guards
have warned that renewed at-
tacks will trigger retaliation
beyond its region.

Iransubmitted itslatest offer
tothe USthisweek. Tehran'sde-
scriptions suggest it largely re-
peats terms Trump previously
rejected, includingdemands for
control of the Strait of Hormuz,
compensation for war damage,
lifting of sanctions, release of
frozen assetsand the withdrawal
of US troops.

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister on Thursday restated
Tehran's claims to sovereignty
over the strait.

In a legal commentary,
Kazem Gharibabadi said Iran
could adopt “practical and pro-
portionate measures” to protect
itssecurity and maritime safety,
citing international law.

srael deports
hundreds of Gaza
flotilla activists
afterbacklash

Associated Press
Tel Aviv, May 21

THE ISRAELI government said
Thursday that hundreds of flo-
tilla activists who attempted to
breach Israel’s naval blockade
of Gaza have all been released
and deported. Outrage abroad
over the activists’ treatment
prompted several countries to
summon Israeli envoys to hear
their concerns.

The Israeli Foreign Ministry
said in a statement that “all for-
eign activists” from the flotilla
had been deported. They were
being flown out of Israel from a
civilian airport near the south-
ern Israeli city of Eilat, according
to the Legal Center for Arab Mi-
nority RightsinIsrael, or Adalah.

The group said one partici-
pant, Zohar Regev, who holds
Israeli citizenship, was released
followingacourt hearinginthe
southern city of Ashkelon on
charges of illegal entry into Is-
rael and unlawful stay.

Regev hastaken partin pre-
vious flotillas to Gaza. Two Ita-
lian citizens who had been de-
tained by Israel returned home
Thursday, saying they had been
beaten and mistreated.

The allegations were “false
and entirely without factual
basis,” said Zivan Freidin, a
spokesperson for the Israeli
Prison Service.

Ebola centre torched in Congo
as anger over outbreak ﬂares

Associated Press
Bunia, May 21

PEOPLE SET fire to an Ebola
treatmentcenterinatownatthe
heart of the outbreak in eastern
Congo on Thursday after being
stopped from retrieving the
body of alocal man, a witness
and a senior police officer said,
as fear and anger grow over a
health crisis that doctors are
struggling to contain.

The arson attack in Rwam-
para reflects the challenges of
health workers trying to curb a
rare Ebola virus by using strin-
gent measures that might clash
with local customs, such as
burialrites. The disease hasbeen
spreading for weeks in a region
lacking in health facilities and
where armed conflict has dis-
placed many people.

The dangerous work of bury-
ing suspected victims is being
managed wherever possible by
authorities because the bodies of
those whodie from Ebolacanbe
highly contagious and lead to
further spread when people pre-
parebodies for burial and gather
for funerals.

That policy can be extremely
unpopularwith victims’ families
and friends, whoaren’tgiventhe
chancetobury theirloved ones.

The center in Rwampara
was burned by local youths
whobecame angry while trying
to retrieve the body of a friend
who had apparently died of

A hardlineIran gene_ral is key player in negotiations with US

Associated Press
Dubai, May 21

AS NEGOTIATIONS with the
United States hang in the bal-
ance,ahard-lineIranian general
linked to attacks at home and
abroad over the past decades is
believed to have seized a place
near the centre of power.

Brig Gen Ahmad Vahidi,
who heads Iran’s paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard, has be-
comeamajor player in formulat-
ingIran'stough stancein negoti-
ating a possible end to the war
with the US, experts say.

He is believed to be part of a

small clique in direct contact
withIran’sSupreme Leader Aya-
tollah Mojtaba Khameini, who
remains in hiding after being
wounded in the February 28 Is-
raeli strikes thatkilled his father,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
LikeeverythinginIransince
the war began, who ultimately
controls decision-making re-
mains uncertain. As people
within the upper ranks of Iran's
theocracyvie for power, they can
gain or lose favour quickly.
Vahidi himself wasn't seen
publicly for months after Febru-
ary 8, weeks before the war
began, until Thursday, when Ira-

Brig Gen Ahmad Vahidi. riLe

nian newspapers carried images
ofthe general meeting with Pak-
istan’s interior minister in
Tehran, who carried a message
regarding negotiations with US.
Alongtime veteran of the ruling
system, Vahidi helped shape

Al CONLroversy over winning
story gnps hterary competition

Valeriya Safronova
May 21

CONCERNS OVER theincreas-
ingly widespread use of artifi-
cial intelligence tools to assist
with writing continue to roil the
literary world.

This week, the Common-
wealth Short Story Prize drew at-
tention from readers who sus-
pected that one of its winning
stories, The Serpentinthe Grove,
waswrittenby Al Like all five re-
gional winners of the competi-
tion, the story was published on-
line by Granta, a British literary
journal that has featured work
by renowned authorsincluding
KazuoIshiguro, Zadie Smith and
Salman Rushdie.

“We’ve taken stock of the
comments and tried to be very
systematic in our understand-
ing of some of the perspectives
and tried tolook at ourselves in-
ternally to see if we feel that our
processto date hasbeen robust
enough,” said Razmi Farook,
director-general of the Com-
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Granta posted statements
distancingits editors from
the contest selections. FiLE

monwealth Foundation, which
administers the prize,inavideo
call with The New York Times.
“We’re confident in the rigor of
our process, but we’re con-
scious that this is an evolving
technological environment.”

Granta, which did not re-
spond to questions sent by the
Times before publication, took
adifferent stance in its multiple
public statements.

“We showed Claude.ai the
story and asked whether it was
Al-generated,” Sigrid Rausing,
the publisher of Granta, said in
astatement. “The response was
long, concluding that it was ‘al-
most certainly not produced
unaided by a human.”

Rausing added: “It may be
that the judges have now
awarded a prize to an instance
of Al plagiarism — we don’t yet
know, and perhaps we never
will know.”

On its website, the maga-
zine posted a statement above
each of the five winning stories
distancing its editors from the
contest’s selection process.

“Granta editors were not in-
volved with these stories or their
selection beyond copy-editing
them upon receipt,” the state-
mentreadsin part. “Thesugges-
tion that writers have submitted
material not authentically their
ownisacharge wetakeseriously,
but until definite evidence
comestolight we will keep these
stories on our website.”

NYT |

Iran'ssupport of militant groups
acrosstheregion,isaccused ofa
role in the 1994 bombing of a
Jewish centre in Argentina, and
in 2022 led domestic security
forces in a bloody crack-
down on protesters.
Elevated to Guard
commander this year
after his predecessor was
killed early inthe war, he
leads the most powerful
force in Iran, with its arsenal of
ballistic missiles and its fleet of
small boats threatening Persian
Gulf shipping. “Vahidi and
membersofhisinner circlehave
likely consolidated control over

' Trumpdelays Al

executive order
after objecting
toits provisions

Reuters
May 21

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
on Thursday said he had post-
poned signing an executive
order on Al because he “didn't
like certain aspects of it.”

Trump had planned to sign
the order at a ceremony on
Thursday afternoon attended
by CEOs of Al companies.

The order would create avol-
untary framework for Al devel-
operstoengage with the US gov-
ernment before the public
release of covered models, two
sourcestold Reuters Wednesday.

The president also had
planned todirectthe US govern-
ment to use the advanced
models to improve the cyberse-
curity defenses of government
systems, along with networks
owned by sectorsthat arevitalto
the nation's economy, such as
banks and hospitals, according
to another source.

L.

notonly Iran’s military response
in the conflict but also Iran's ne-
gotiations policy,” the Washing-
ton-based Institute for the Study
of War said.

Iran's war strategy
has been to keep a
stranglehold on the
Strait of Hormuz, block-
ing oil and gas exports
and causing a global
energy Crisis.

At the same time, it has
struck hard against oil facilities,
hotelsand infrastructure in Gulf
Arab nations. In negotiations, it
has held out against US de-
mandsthatitsurrender its stock-

pile ofhighly enriched uranium,
betting that it can outlast the US
inthe ongoingstandoffand that
President Donald Trump will be
reluctant toresume outright war
that could bring greater damage
to America's Gulf allies.

That likely reflects Vahidi's
confrontational style. “He
comes from that mindset of un-
endingrevolution, unendingre-
sistance,” said Kenneth Katz-
man, a senior fellow at the The
Soufan Group, a New York-
based think tank.

Vahidi believes “the US
needs to be challenged at every
turn”, said Katzman. NYT

US shuts ‘India-based’

call centre defrauding
elderly Americans

Press Trust of India
New York, May 21

US AUTHORITIES have shut
down an India-based call centre
operation that allegedly de-
frauded hundreds of elderly
Americans of millions of dollars
through tech support scams, fol-
lowing a years-long investiga-
tion thatled to the conviction of
five “telemarketing fraudsters”.

In a social media post on
Wednesday, the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) Boston
said that the probe also resulted
in the arrest and conviction of
a former employee of the call
routing company used by the
fraudsters.

It said the call centre scam
targeted hundreds of elderly
victims in the US and abroad
and defrauded them of mil-
lions of dollars.

“This comes after a FBI Bos-
ton investigation that has re-

I sulted in the arrests and convic-

tions of a former employee of
their call routing company, and
five India-based telemarketing
fraudsters,” it said.

Adam Young, 42, of Miami
and Harrison Gevirtz, 33, of Las
Vegas, admitted to operating a
business that provided tele-
communications-related ser-
vices to customers they knew
were engaged in fraud schemes.

Young and Gevirtz pleaded
guilty after an investigation
launched in 2020 led to the
conviction of five India-based
telemarketing fraudstersand a
former employee of their call
routing company.

Indian nationals Sahil Nar-
ang, Chirag Sachdeva, Abrar
Anjum and Manish Kumar
were convicted on charges re-
lated to India-based telemar-
keting fraud schemes that tar-
geted and defrauded
Americans, many of them
elderly or otherwise vulner-
able, the statement said.
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Flames and smoke rise from an Ebola treatment center in Rwampara,

Congo, on Thursday. AP

Family of US Ebola patient moved
toisolation ward in Berlin hospital

Berlin: The family of a US citizen who contracted Ebola in Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, where an outbreak of a rare strain of the
virus has killed over 130 people, has been admitted to an isolation
ward at the Berlin hospital where he is being treated.

The German health ministry said in a statement on Thursday
that the wife and four children of the patient “were brought to Ger-
many on a special flight and are considered close contacts.”

The ministry did not say whether any of the family members

were infected with Ebola or showing symptoms.

REUTERS

Ebola, according to a witness
who spoke to The Associated
Press by telephone.

“The police intervened to
try to calm the situation, but
unfortunately they were un-
successful,” said Alexis Burata,
alocal student whosaid he was

* BRIEFLY

inthe area.

Deputy Senior Commis-
sioner Jean Claude Mukendi,
head of the public security de-
partment, said it was due to
youths who didn’t understand
the protocols required for bury-
ing suspected Ebola victims.

NEPAL

Arecord 274 climbers scale
Mount Everestinasingle day

HUNDREDS OF climbers scaled
Mount Everestin a single day, set-
ting a new record with 274 success-
ful ascents, officials said Thursday.
The climbers took advantage of the
clear weather on Wednesday, said
Rishi Ram Bhandari of the Expedi-
tion Operators Association Nepal.
It was the highest number of
climbers toreach the summitona
single day from the popular route

onthe southern face of the peak,

Mount Everest as seen
fromthe base campin
Nepal. FiLE

whichislocated in Nepal. Earlier
this week, veteran mountain guide
Kami Rita Sherpascaled the peak

for the 32nd time, breaking his own
record. His closest competitor, Pasang Dawa Sherpa, scaled
the peak for the 30th time this week. Also, Lakpa Sherpa
scaled Everest for the 11th time, topping her own record. AP

NIGERIA

$363mn meth
cartel busted;
Kingpin,10 held

NIGERIA'S ANTI-drug
agencysaidithad
dismantled amethampheta-
mine syndicatein thelargest
seizure ofitskind inthe
country, seizing drugs and
chemicals worth about $363
million and arresting 10 sus-
pects, including three Mex-
icans. Theagencysaid on
Wednesday that coordinated
raidson afarmin Ogun state
and linked propertiesin
Lagos state, southwest Nige-
ria, uncovered an industrial-
scale clandestine laboratory
andyielded 2.4 tons of meth-
amphetamine and chemical
materials.The agency said
the scale of haul highlighted
ashift by cartels towards set-
tingup productionbasesin
Nigeria. REUTERS

TAIWAN

Three face probe
over Nvidia chip
smuggling case

AUTHORITIES IN Taiwan
areinvestigatingthree
people on suspicion of using
forged documentsto
smuggle computer servers
containing advanced Nvidia
chips to China, prosecutors
said Thursday. The high-
performance Al servers
were made by the San Jose,
California-based Super
Micro Computer Inc. The
three people are accused of
conspiringto purchase the
serversin Taiwan, then use
the false documents for ex-
portdeclarationsto
smuggle the serversto
China, Taiwan’s Keelung
District Prosecutors Office
saidin astatement.
Prosecutors did not identify
the three people. AP

® IRA SACHS’ SPARE YET LUSH STYLE IMPARTS A LEANER, MORE KNOWING LOOK TO HIS LEAD CHARACTER — RAMI MALEK AS DOWNTOWN MUSICIAN JIMMY GEORGE

The Man I Lovebrings alive the pulsatlng energy of NYC during the Reagan cra

EXPRESS AT
CANNES

SHUBHRA GUPTA

THE 80S IN NYC was a scene,
man. If you're of a certain vin-
tage, you may have actually
heard this line from the know-
it-all seniors when you arrived
in any Liberal Arts college in
Delhi University as a newbie —
those exalted beings who
smoked Charminars and wore
drainpipejeans and floppy hair
and big Beatles glasses who
were, in hindsight, probably
spouting received wisdom.

There are no such gap be-
tween perception and knowing
inIraSachs’ marvellousre-cre-
ation of that very specific
Reagan erain The Man I Love,
which brings alive the sights
and sounds of the city with the
kind of pulsating energy that
can come only from someone
who haslived throughiit.

This was the decade after
the flower children of the 70s,
and Woodstock, had grown
into adults who had to find
work to pay their bills, but
where a fresh band of the young
and restless found themselves
at the centre of a thriving gay
movement which was at the
time more visible and more
vocal than anywhere else in
America.

And his vision is carried
through by Rami Malek playing
Downtown musician Jimmy
George, who sees his death
coming, but refusesto get fazed
by it, while never hiding from
it. He lives with his partner
Dennis (Tom Sturridge) who
hasthe unenviablejob of caring
for him; he alsohasaquicklittle
fling with British lad Vincent
(Luther Ford), who literally
flings himself at Jimmy.

Jimmy’simmediate family,
sister Brenda (Rebecca Hall )
and brother-in-law Gene (Ebon
Moss-Bachrach) are at hand
when he returns from hospital
after a near-fatal bout of pneu-
monia; Jimmy’s parents are far
more disapproving of his orien-
tation and lifestyle. It’s the

A still from The Man | Love.FESTIVAL DE CANNES

clash of generations that’s natu-
ral, but it’s probably what ac-
counts for Jimmy’s motherless
look: Malek builds Jimmy up
with delicate strokes, which

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

leans into his queer identity,
but also never loses sight of his
personhood.

The last time Sachs com-
peted for the Palme d’Or was in

2019 with Frankie. The Ameri-
can director, best known in
Indie circles for his tightly-knit
dramas, has been most prolific
inthe past couple of years, with
afilm eachin Venice (Passages)
and Sundance (Peter Hujar’s
Day). But this Cannes competi-
tion entry has gone right to the
top of his own filmography, and
amongst this critic’s favourite
entries this year.

There’s a scene in which
Sachs, who has co-written this
“most personal” film with long-
time collaborator Mauricio Za-
charias, mining many of the de-
tails from his own memory,
gets a room full people to sing.
That’s all they do, sing: each
one, when their turn comes,
turning to their song.

New Delhi

It’s like any other post-
dinner sing-song that you may
come across, but the sequence
isone of piercingbeauty, asthe
camera holds each singer, and
their voice, in regard. Those
people aren’t doing it to sound
perfect, they are just makingan
evening richer and better.

They tell us who they are
through the act of singing, and
the choice of song.

There have innumerable
movies on gay characters af-
flicted with AIDS in cinema
from around the world - from
1993 Philadelphia to 1995 My
Brother Nikhil. But many of the
beats of The Man I Love remind
me of one of the best literary ac-
counts of that “wild” time in
New York, captured by Allan

Gurganus’s terrific account of
three friends facing a full-
blown AIDS crisis in Plays Well
With Others’.

Malek’s Jimmy may remind
you of his Freddie Mercury in
Bohemian Rhapsody, the 2018
biopic of the Queen lead singer.
But Sachs’s spare yet lush style
—which makes New York apart-
mentslookboth grungy and at-
tractive — imparts a leaner,
more knowing look to his lead
character, whose muted flam-
boyance remains unwavering
even in the face of hisimpend-
ing mortality. Malek won an
Oscar then, and I won’t be sur-
prised if this turn garners him
more prizes.

But for now, this film will
have to do.
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Nonew damin
upper Ganga:
Thelongroad
to ‘consensus’

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, May 21

ON WEDNESDAY, the Union Government presented a ‘con-
sensus’ view to the Supreme Court that it was not in favour of
new hydroelectric projects (HEPs) on the Alaknanda and
Bhagirathi Rivers, the headwater streams of the Ganga River.

The debate on damming the rivers was spurred by the 2013
Kedarnath disaster, which prompted the SC to order a scrutiny
of existing and proposed projects in Uttarakhand, and freeze
environmental and forest clearances for new HEPs.

The government’s unified stand comes after over adecade
of disagreements within. These centred around Uttarakhand’s
economic interests, efforts to maintain a minimum environ-
mental flow in the Ganga, and assessments on their impact
on the fragile Himalayan ecosystem.

Commiittees and conflicts

Based on the SC’s 2013 order, the Union Environment Min-
istry constituted an expert body led by environmental expert
Ravi Chopra. It was to study whether HEPs had arole in esca-
lating the impact of the Kedarnath flood and to examine
whether 24 such projects would significantly affect the biodi-
versity of the basins.

This expert body (EB-I) submitted that 23 of the 24 projects
under review would harm biodiversity, and the Environment
Ministry endorsed its view. However, the Central Electricity
Authority and the Central Water Commission disagreed. They
recommended hydropower, claiminga minimal environmental
footprint and citing no grounds to link it to the 2013 disaster.

Meanwhile, six project developers who already had clear-
ances moved court to lift the SC’s freeze. Faced with differing
views, the Supreme Court in 2015 directed the Environment
Ministry to constitute another body: expert body-II.

Setup under hydrology expert BP Das, EB-II's mandate in-
cluded ‘cumulative impact and carrying capacity’ assessment
ofthe Ganga for the development of HEPs with afocus on glacial
movement, seismic vulnerability, and socio-economic impacts.

In October 2015, the Environment Ministry told the court
that EB-II had also okayed all six projects, but added it would
also consult the Ministry of Jal Shakti (then Water Resources
and Ganga Rejuvenation), and the Ministry of Power before a
final decision. A major disagreement within the ministries oc-
curred at thisjuncture and the matter remained in a deadlock.

Initsfinal report, EB-II studied 70 HEPs in the upper reaches
of the Ganga River basin, out of which 19 were already commis-
sioned. Fromthe remaining51, it recommended implementing
28 projectsin a draft final report. The Jal Shakti Ministry opposed
this in 2019.

Eventually, the Centre filed a consensus submission in 2021
on permitting seven projects that had finished substantial physi-
cal construction and where financial investment was in ad-
vanced stages.

Revisiting assessments

The matter, though, did not rest there. The SC, in 2024, or-
dered thatacommittee headed by Cabinet Secretary TV Soma-
nathan have due deliberations on EB-II recommendations. Even
if the Centre was not bound to accept the recommendations, it
had to state reasons for it.

The committee considered the views of the Uttarakhand gov-
ernment, various ministries and civil society and finally recom-
mended only five projects — Bowala Nandprayag, Devsari,
Bhyundar Ganga, Jhalakoti, and Urgam-II. To arrive at this, it
delineated the key issues, which included projects lying in the
path of areas prone to glacial lake outburst floods (GLOFs). It
noted that the Sikkim GLOF event of 2023 demonstrated the
devastating impacts downstream. Then, it eliminated projects
that would have a high ecological impact.

InJanuary this year, the SC granted three months for a final
decision. The Centre has primarily highlighted the fragility of
the region to make a case for not having any new hydel dams. It
termed the tworiver basins ‘sui generis’ or one of akind, and ar-
gued that the biodiversity, cultural, and geological implications
arelarge.

Recent disasters in Uttarakhand, such as the 2021 Rishi
Ganga floods, Joshimath land subsidence, and Dharalilandslide
were cited as proof of the region’s vulnerability.
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EXPERT EXPLAINS

RAJAN KUMAR

PROFESSOR, SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL
STUDIES, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir Putin ar-
rived in Beijing on Tuesday, less than a
week after US President Donald Trump
concluded his three-day visit. Although
such high-level engagementsin quick suc-
cession are extremely rare, these visits
underline China’s emergence as a central
hub of global diplomacy. Washington seeks
to alleviate its strained ties, while Moscow
aims to secure Beijing’s sustained econ-
omic support and preserve its strategic rel-
evance in global geopolitics.

The US, China and Russia are systemic
players and the nature of their interactions
is central to the global order’s stability and
future direction. Therefore, Putin’s visit to
Beijing is significant not merely for bilateral
reasons. But can the Russia-China partner-
ship pave the way for a military alliance?

History of bilateral relations

Historically, Russia-China relations can
be understood in three phases: the imperial
period, the Soviet period, and the post-Soviet
period. Russia and China have interacted as
civilisational states for centuries. They share
alongborder of roughly 4,300 km, and their
relationship haslargely been tranquil.

However, there were periods of episodic
conflicts and hostility. For instance, Chinese
literature often refers to the 19th century as
a“period of humiliation” in which European
powers, including Russia, forced China to
sign unfair treaties.

Theestablishment of the Communist re-
gime in China in 1949 enabled strong coop-
eration with the Soviet Union, culminating
in the famous Treaty of Friendship in 1950.
But the ideological affinity was short-lived,
and soon differences emerged over the cor-
rect interpretation of socialist ideology, re-
gional geopolitics, and global influence.

China also expected the Soviet Union to
provide nuclear technology, which the latter
refused. These developments led to the fa-
mous Sino-Soviet schism of the 1960s, cul-
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Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing on Wednesday. A

minating in armed clashes in 1969.

This provided the US with an opportun-
ity to realign its policy toward China. Then
US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger’s fa-
mous “ping-pongdiplomacy” (referringtoa
series of friendly table tennis matches be-
tween Chinese and American playersin1971
as a symbolic gesture of goodwill) thawed
Cold War tiesand paved the way for US Presi-
dent Richard Nixon’s 1972 visit to Beijing.

Washington, Beijing, and Islamabad
forged close ties during this period, jeopard-
ising India’s continental security and desta-
bilising regional geopolitics. Now, President
Trump seems to be pursuing a similar pol-
icy of establishing close ties with Pakistan
and China.

Afterthedissolution of the Soviet Union,
China’s JiangZemin and Russia’s Boris Yelt-
sin signed the Strategic Partnership Treaty
in 1992. However, Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping
added new dynamism to Russia-Chinarela-
tionswhen they declared a “no-limits” part-
nershipin2022,just before the onset of Rus-
sia’s war with Ukraine.

Political and economic
cooperation

Russia and China have deep economic
and political ties and complement each
other in several respects. Putin and Xi have
met more than 40 times: in fact, Putin has

Power of
Siberia
The 3,000-km
cross-border
Power of Siberia 1
pipeline
transports
natural gas from
Eastern Siberia
directly to
northeastern
China’s
Heilongjiang
province.

°

The proposed
2,600-km Power
of Siberia 2
pipeline
stretches from
the Arctic gas
fields of Yamal to
China through
Mongolia.

visited China more than 20 times, while Xi
hasvisited Russia 11 times.

Chinaistheleadingplayerin commerce,
technology and finance, while Russia thrives
on its energy and defence exports. Russia
needs market, technology and capital, while
China needs energy and defence products.

Following Western sanctions, Russiahas
become heavily dependent on China. The
Russian economy would have collapsed
without China’s support from2022. Russia’s
total trade value was about $700 billion in
2025, of which about $228 billion (or 32 per
cent) was only with China.

For key technologies, Russia now dep-
ends heavily on China. Chinese automobile,
telecom and electronic companies have cap-
tured a high share of the Russian market.
Russian technology firms rely heavily on
semiconductor and industrial electronics
from China. They are also collaborating in
aerospace, satellite navigation, advanced
materials, and industrial artificial intelli-
gence. Before the Ukraine war, Russia’s gas
supply was mainly to European states, but
after the sanctions, it has gone mainly to
China. Also, trade between the two countries
takes place in local currencies of yuan and
ruble, reflecting the accelerating de-dollar-
isation of bilateral trade.

Outcomes of Putin-Xi summit
The Putin-Xi summit is being con-

sidered more productive than the Trump-
Xi meeting, because it issued a joint state-
ment and signed more than 40 agreements
encompassing energy, technology, invest-
ment, transport, space, digital and cultural
cooperation.

Both seek to develop robust bilateral ties
immune from global volatility and Western
pressure. Without naming the US, they
criticised its unilateral and hegemonic pol-
icies, and pledged to work for a “multipo-
lar” world order and democratisation of
globalinstitutions. The summit reinforced
their determination to deepen strategic co-
operation to preserve their interests and
counterbalance the Western hegemony.

Arethey headed towards a
military alliance?

Although Russia and Chinaare not natu-
ral allies in terms of common culture, ideol-
ogy, political regime, or racial affinity, the
fact that both view Washington as a struc-
tural rival has brought them closer. In the
lexicon of international politics, an alliance
is a formal agreement in which two states
commit to supporting each other against ex-
ternal aggression.

There are concerns that Beijing and
Moscow are headed towards a military al-
liance, but this can be aliability and comes
with twin fears of “entrapment” and “aban-
donment”.

A state fears being dragged into un-
wanted conflict and abandoned duringa cri-
sis. China does not want to get entangled in
Russia’s conflict with the West. Similarly,
Russia does not want to get embroiled in
China’s conflict with the US over Taiwan.

So, while their cooperation would inten-
sify, they are unlikely to forge a formal mili-
tary alliance in the near future. Trump’s visit
to Beijing has precluded such a possibility
in the short term, if it existed at all.

Implications for India

Russia’s growing cooperation and de-
pendence on China has serious ramifica-
tions for India's security. For the last two
decades, New Delhi has pursued a twin
strategy to maintain balance: cultivating a
security partnership with the US and by
maintaining strong ties with Russia.

These diplomatic options, however, are
dwindling asboth Trump and Putin are try-
ing to woo Xi Jinping. New Delhi will have
to work on alternative strategies as it can
no longer rely on the US for its continental
security and balance. At least, not while
Trump isin office.

Why world’s richest cricketing body is not covered under RTT Act

Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, May 21

THE CENTRAL Information Commission
(CIC) this week held that the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India (BCCI), India’s prin-
cipal cricket governing body, isnota “public
authority” under the Right to Information
(RTI) Act and cannot be compelled to dis-
close information under the law.

Theorder cameinacase filed by aDelhi
resident who had sought to know under
what authority BCCI selects players to rep-
resent India, why governments provide sta-
diums and police security to what is tech-
nically a private association, and whether
the government exercises any legal control
over cricket administration in India.

The CIC noted that BCCI does not fall
within the ambit of a “public authority”
under Section 2(h) of the RTI Act and dis-
missed the appeal filed in 2018, after the

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports said
that information sought was not available.

Thelegal framework

Section 2(h) definesa “public authority”
as “any authority or body or institution of
self-government established or consti-
tuted” by the Constitution, laws made by
Parliament or state legislatures, or govern-
ment notifications. It also includes bodies
“owned, controlled or substantially fi-
nanced” by the government, including
NGOs financed by public funds.

Article 12 of the Constitution defines
“State” toinclude the government and Par-
liament of India, state governments and
legislatures, and “all local or other author-
ities” under government control. Since
then, courts have expanded this through
judicial interpretation.

The National Sports Governance Act,
2025, which provides that sports bodies re-

Supreme

Courtruling

® The constitutional
foundation for the
ClIC’sreasoning lies
inthe 2005 judg-
mentin Zee Telefilms
Ltd v. Union of India.

® [nthatcase, a
broadcaster had
challenged BCClI’s
control over telecast
rights, arguing that
the Board should be
treated as “State”
under Article 12.

ceiving grants from the government would
be treated as public authorities under the
RTT Act to the extent of utilisation of those
funds. Since BCCI receives no such grants,
it falls outside this statutory extension.
The Lodha Committee had recom-
mended bringing BCCI under the RTI. In
2018, the Law Commission also recom-
mended that sports bodies performing pub-
lic functions be brought within its ambit.
Butnone of thistranslated into binding law.
An earlier CIC bench in 2018 held BCCI
tobe apublicauthority and directed it to ap-
point Central Public Information Officers
and disclose information under Section 4
ofthe RTT Act. The Madras High Court later
set aside that order and remanded the
matter for fresh consideration, which sub-
sequently resulted in this latest order.

What the CIC said
ON REGISTRATION OF BCCI: BCCI does

not meet the definition of “public author-
ity” under Section 2(h) of the RTT Act. It is
asociety registered under the Tamil Nadu
Societies Registration Act, 1975, “a private
association of individuals which has ob-
tained legal recognition through registra-
tion.” The CIC said the Act does not cover
all entities “merely because they are regis-
tered under a statute”.

ON CONTROL OVER BCCI: Citing a 2013
SC ruling, the CIC found that BCCI’s inter-
nal structure does not reflect governmental
control. Office bearers are elected inter-
nally under its own rules, no government
nominee sits on committees, and govern-
ment approval is not required for decisions.

ON FINANCING: BCCI generates its rev-
enue independently. It rejected the argu-
ment that use of government-owned sta-
diums or police deployment during
matches amounts to substantial govern-
ment financing.

® AGRICULTURE

Iran war, monsoon worries could make millets the preferred choice of farmers

Harish Damodaran
New Delhi, May 21

LAST WEEK, Ramesh Chander sowed
bajra (pearl millet) on eight acres. He plans
tosow seeds of the ‘Proagro 9001’ hybrid on
another six acres next month, after harvest-
ing the standing moong (green gram) crop
on that field. “I will grow bajra on 14 acres
this year, from nine in 2025 and two acres
in 2024,” says the 40-year-old with a 34-
acre holding in Kusambi village of Ha-
ryana’s Sirsa district.

The higher bajra acreage is at the ex-
pense of narma (cotton). Chander had cul-
tivated the natural fibre cropon 23 acresin
2024, which he reduced to 12 last year:
“This time, I may do just one acre”.

Chander gives three reasons for vir-
tually deserting cotton.

The firstis the threat from gulabi sundi
or pink bollworm. Till 4-5 years ago, kapas
(raw un-ginned cotton) yields were 10-12
quintals per acre. Last year, he harvested
only 31 quintals from his12 acresduetothe
insect pest, whose larvae bore into the bolls
(fruits) of cotton plants and feed on the de-
veloping seeds and fibre inside, causing
yield loss and lint discolouration.

The second reason is labour shortage for
picking cotton, with the cost ranging from

Rs12toRs 25 per kg.

Input crunch

The third factor has to dowith chemical
inputs — fertilisers and pesticides.

For cotton, Chander applies two 50-kg
bags of single super phosphate (SSP), half-
a-bagof muriate of potash (MOP) and 10 kg
of sulphur bentonite per acre during sow-
ing, followed by one bag of di-ammonium
phosphate (DAP) and two 45-kg urea bags
after 1.5 months.

He also sprays multiple insecticides for
controlling American bollworm, spotted
bollworm, tobacco caterpillars, thrips, jas-
sids and aphids.

“The total sprays are anywhere from
fiveto10 over the crop’slife cycle of 180-185
days. And these chemicals don’t work
against gulabi sundi,” points out Chander.

In bajra, per-acre fertiliser use isjust two
bags of SSP and two urea bags, with two 80-
gram sprays of ‘Proclaim’ to control top
borer. “I get 18-20 quintals/acre grain yield
from Proagro 9001, which matures in 90-
95 days. And only 1-2 irrigations are necess-
ary, compared to 5-7 in cotton,” he adds.

Satyender Singh, Chief Executive Of-
ficer (Seeds) at Crystal Crop Protection Ltd,
sees a clear trend of Northwest India
farmers moving away from cotton.

12025-26

. Consumption/Sale of fertiliser products (lakh tonnes)

SOURCE: THE FERTILISER ASSOCIATION OF INDIA.

“Yield losses from pink bollworm, long
growing period, and rising input and la-
bour costs are discouraging them,” notes
Singh, whose Delhi-based company mar-
kets the Proagro 9001, 9190 and 9180 bajra
hybrids. Proagro 9001 alone was planted in
roughly 1.6 million acres area across Uttar

Urea DAP NP/NPK |  SSP MOP

1201617 296.14 89.64 8414 | 3757 2863
1201718 298.94 92.94 85.96 34.39 3158
1201819 31418 9211 90.28 3579 2957
12019-20 33695 101 98.57 44.03 27.87
12020-21 35043 19N 11811 44.89 34.25
12021-22 3418 9272 11479 56.81 24.56
12022-23 357.25 10418 100.74 5017 16.32
1202324 3578 10812 11073 45.44 16.45
12024-25 387.74 92.81 14214 49.28 22.02
396.38 93.96 14067 | 5529 2256

Pradesh, MP, Rajasthan and Haryanainthe
2025 kharif (monsoon) season.

Planting flexibility

The bajra Chander would sow in June
15-20 is harvestable three monthslater, giv-
inghim ample time to plant a130-140 days

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

rabi (winter-spring) mustard crop by mid-
October. After that is harvested, he can sow
a 60-65 days zaid (summer) moong crop
from mid-March to mid-April. “Bajra
allows farmers to take an extra crop. With
cotton (sowing time from mid-April to mid-
May), they can only go for wheat in Novem-
ber and there is no scope to plant summer
moong after that,” adds Singh.

West Asia woes

A major uncertainty that Indian
farmers are facing ahead of kharif plant-
ings, which will take off with the monsoon
rain from June, is fertilisers.

Between 2016-17 and 2025-26 (April-
March), domestic sale of urea has gone up
from below 300 lakh to nearly 400 lakh
tonnes. Consumption of DAP, SSP and
complex fertilisers containing nitrogen,
phosphorus, potassium and sulphur in dif-
ferent proportions have also significantly
increased over this period (see table).

Thisyear, fertiliser availability is a chal-
lenge because of the still-blocked Strait of
Hormuz.

While the requirement of fertilisers isn’t
much in bajra, moong and other pulses,
that’s not so with paddy or maize. Chander
planted the Pusa Basmati 1401 paddy variety
on nine acresin 2024 and 13 acres in 2025.

New Delhi

He seeks to take it to 19 acres this year,
but the crop needs three bags of urea, one
bag of DAP, half-a-bag of MOP and 4 kg of
zinc sulphate.

The challenge is still more in maize.

Rakesh Karole, a farmer from Makrala
village in Pandhana tehsil of MP’s Khan-
dwa district, harvests 26-28 quintals per
acre yields in kharif and 28-32 quintals in
rabi from the Advanta ‘PAC 741’ and ‘PAC
751’ hybrids over 105-110 and 120-130 days
respectively.

But maize consumes two bags of urea,
one bag of DAP, half-a-bag of MOP and Skg
of zinc sulphate as a first dose after 20-25
days of sowing. It is followed by one bageach
of urea and 12:32:16 complex fertiliser after
45days, and half-a-bagof urea after 75 days.

This year, the price sentiment isn’t bad
for cotton and maize. The West Asia ten-
sions have driven up prices of manmade
fibreslike polyester and nylon, and also de-
mand for bio-ethanol from maize used in
blending with petrol.

However, the global supply shockin fer-
tilisers as well as petroleum-derived sol-
vents and emulsifiers that go into pesticide
formulations may dampen farmer
enthusiasm.
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ISaqgib Husain S/0, Shakir
Hussain R/0 T-401 Basti Hazrat
Nizamuddin New Delhi 110013
have changed my nameto
Saqib Hussain.  0040855838-1

I,hitherto known as Ravi
Lakshmi Narayanan alias
Murali Ravi Narayan,son
of,Ravi Narayan,residing at,H-
006,Yamuna-Apartments,
Alaknanda,New Delhi-
110019,have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Murali Ravi Narayan.

0040855849-8

| Samla Bai Kanvar W/o
Chandra Bhuwan Singh R/o
Kanvar Para, Gevra Basti,
Ward- 56, Korba M.Corp, Korba,
Chhattisgarh - 495454, have
changed my name to Samla
Devi 0071037045-1

ISAID S/O-ABDUL WAHEED,R/O-
D-348,Shaheed-Nagar,
Chikamberpur,Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh-
201006 has changed my name
to MOHAMMAD SAYEED,for all
future,purpose. 0040855876-2

| Praveen Pasricha S/o Shri
Laxman Dass Pasricha, R/0
7/74,Ground Floor, Back Side,
Subhash Nagar, Delhi-110027
have changed my nameto
Parveen Pasricha for all
purposes. 0040855728-1

I,hitherto known as PAARTH
SHARMA,S/O-RAJEEV
PANDIT,R/0O-B-83,C-7,TRONICA-
CITY,VTC: LONI,
DISTRICT:GHAZIABAD,UTTAR
PRADESH-201102,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known HITEN
PANDIT. 0040855849-9

I,Vrinda Oberoi,D/0-Upjive
Singh Oberoi,R/0 40C Green-
View Appartments,Near
Mother Dairy,Sector-
15A,Noida,Gautam Budh
Nagar,U.P.-201301,have
changed my name to Vrinda
Singh Oberoi. 0040855855-1

| Parmod Kumar son of Puran
Chand Jainresident of 32
Rama Park, Old Rohtak Road
Kishan Ganj, Delhi-110007 have
changed my name to Parmod
Kumar Jain for all future
purposes. 0040855736-1

LLVivek Kumar,S/0-Rakesh
Awasthi,R/0-C-22A/1,2nd
Floor,Banglow Road,Adarsh-
Nagar,Delhi-110033,have
changed my nameto Vivek
Awasthi for all purposes.

0040855846-8

I Nafeesul Hasan S/0, Shafiq
Ahmad R/059/a, Block-j,
Thokar No. 4, Abul Fazal
Enclave Part-1, Jamia Nagar,
Okhla, New Delhi-110025 have
changed my name to Nafisul
Hasan. 0040855835-1

I Mohar Bai D/o Salikram and
W/o Har Narayan R/o Durpa,
Risdi, Korba, Chhattisgarh -
495454, have changed my
name to Mohar Kunwar

0071037043-1

IM.D. Ajam S/o Imatyaj
Ahamad R/o0 Kh No-27/11-
27/20, Left Portion,4Th Floor,
GaliNo-6 Sangam Vihar
Wazirabad, Delhi-110084, have
changed my name to Mohd
Azam 0071037059-1

,Uganta@ Uganta Lamba@
Uganta Devi,W/0 Samsher
Singh Lamba,R/0 Garhi, Garhi,
Mahendergarh(Haryana)-
123021,have changed my
name to Uganta Devi.

0040855855-7

l,Sumeet Pal Singh
Sachdeva,S/0O-Kawaljeet
Singh,H-N0-985,Ground
Floor,Near-Singh Sabha
Gurudwara Dr Mukharjee-
Nagar North,West-Delhi
110009.Have Change My Name
To Sumeet Pal Singh

0040855847-7

1,Smt Kiran,wife of,Anil
Kumar,R/0-vill-Barwan Post-
karani Dist-Ballia State- Uttar
Pradesh Pin-277304,have
changed My Name from Smt
kiran to Kiran vide-affidavit
date-21.May.2026.

0040855849-10

| Kailash Sahney W/o R
Sawhney R/0 C- 74B, Kalkaji,
Delhi- 110019, have changed
my name to Kailash Sawhney

0071037015-1

I Jyothi Kumar PBS/0
Bhaskaran Add :RZ-2047,GALI
NO-27, TUGLAKABAD,
KALKAJI,New Delhi-
110019,Have Change My Name
To Jyothi Kumar 0040855847-6

I Janardan Prasad S/o Rajendra
Sah R/o Mokar, Rohtas, Bihar-
821113, have changed my
name to Deepak Kumar

0071037052-1

I,Dinesh Narayan Jajoo,S/o
Vishnu Narain Jajoo,R/0-B-357
S/F,Green Field Colony, Sector-
43,Faridabad-121003,Have
Changed My Name To Dinesh
Narain Jajoo. 0040855847-4

I,Shakti Vohra,w/o-vishal
Bhandari,r/o F-24/231-
232,sector-3,Rohini Delhi-
110085,have changed my
name to Shakti Bhandari
after-marriage,for all
purposes. 0040855847-2

l,Samarajit Datta,S/o
Borendranath
Datta,R/0.H.N0,556,Alpha-
2,Greater Noida,Distt. Gautam
Budh Nagar,Uttar pardesh-
201306.have changed,my
name to Smarajit Datta for all
future,purposes. 0040855847-1

I,SYED MUHAMMAD RAIYAN
ZAIDI/SYED MOHD.
RAIYYAN,s/o-SAYYAD
MUHAMMAD SHAKEEL,R/0-
PLOT.NO.-
323/1,EXT.2C,NANGLOI,DELHI-
110041 have changed my name
to SAYYAD MUHAMMAD
RAIYAN ZAIDI. 0040855855-2

I, ASHKAR HUSAIN S/0 AKHTAR
HUSAIN R/0-B-240 NEAR MCD
SCHOOL, SHREE RAM COLONY,
RAJEEV NAGAR,NORTH-EAST,
DELHI-110094 | inform that my
name and my father name s
wrongly mentionedin
passportis Ashkar Hussain
s/o Akhtar Hassan but correct
name is Ashkar Husain s/o
Akhtar husain permanently.

0071037006-1

Itis for general information
that ,LRESHNA LOKESH
daughter of LATE V.K.
SASEENDRAN,ex-wife of
SHRI.LOKESH KUMAR,residing
at QTR.NO.002,BLOCK-
B,THYAGRAJNAGAR,NEW
DELHI-110003,declare that|
got divorce from my,husband
SHRI LOKESH KUMAR vide
Court Decree.No.HMA
No0.29/24 dated-15/01/2024.
Further,l have changed the
name of mine and my,minor
son SAAYUJYA RESHNA
LOKESH aged-07-years and we
shall hereafter be known as
V.K.RESHNA and SAAYUJYA
V.K.Itis certified that I,have
compiled with other legal
requirements in this
connection. 0040855876-1

Ihave changed my name to
Sanjay Chaudhary from
Sanjay Kumar for all future
purposes. Sanjay Chaudhary
S/o0 Ram Charan Singh Nagla
Salikpur Shikarpur Distt.
Bulandshabhr. 0040855499-1

I, AALIYAW/0 TAJ SAEED R/0
H.NO- 1936, GALI RAJAN,
DARIYA GANJ, VTC: 8 DARYA
GANJ, PO: DARYA GANJ,
DISTRICT: CENTRAL DELHI,
DELHI-110002 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME to AALIYA SAEED
FORALL PURPOSES.

0071037011-1

I,SYED MOHD SHAKEEL/SYED
MOHAMMED SHAKEEL/SYED
MUHAMMAD SHAKEEL,s/o-
ZARGHAM HUSSAIN,R/0-
PLOT.NO.-323/1,EXT-
2C,NANGLOI,
DELHI-110041,have changed
my name to SAYYAD
MUHAMMAD SHAKEEL

0040855855-6

I,SYED MOHD FARHAN/S.M.
FARHAN,s/0-SAYYAD
MUHAMMAD SHAKEEL,R/0-
PLOT.NO.323/1,EXT-
2C,NANGLOI,DELHI-
110041,have changed my
name to SAYYAD MUHAMMAD
FARHAN ZAIDI.  0040855855-3

I Swaratmika D/O, Rajiv Nayan
R/0102, Adhunik Apartment,
Gurgaon have changed my
name to Swaratmika Tiwari.

0040855836-1

I,SHIV KUMARI,mother of,Anil
Kumar, address-VILLAGE-
Barwan, PO- Karnai,Dist -Ballia
state-Uttar Pradesh,Pin-
277304,have changed my
name from shiv kumari to shiv
kumari Devi,vide affidavit
date-21/5/2026 0040855849-11

I,SHEHRIN W/0 Mohammad
Faizan,R/0 H.N0o-116/ KN.No-
693/517/218,1st Floor.Gali.No-
5,Ambedkar
Basti,Maujpur,Delhi-
110053,have changed my
name to SHEHREEN ANSARI,for
all,future purposes.

0040855846-4

l,kawaljeet Singh
Sachdeva,S/o-Tricholan
Singh,Add H-N0-985,Ground
Floor Near-Singh Sabha
Gurudwara Dr Mukharjee
Nagar,North West,Delhi-
110009.Have Change My Name
To Kawaljeet Singh

0040855847-8

I,SHAKEEL MIYAN/SHAKEEL
AHMED/SYED MOHAMMAD
SHAKEEL,s/o- ZARGHAM
HUSSAIN,R/0-PLOT.NO.-323/1,
EXT-2C,NANGLOI, DELHI-
110041 have changed my name
to SAYYAD MUHAMMAD
SHAKEEL. 0040855855-5

I,SHABABA JEHARA,D/0-
SHAKHAVATA HUSAIN,R/O-J-
45B,ABUL FAZAL-ENCLAVE
1,0KHLA,JAMIA-
NAGAR,OKHLA,SOUTH DELHI-
110025.INFORM THAT GIVEN
NAME- SHABAAB ZEHRA
JAFERY, FOR ALL PURPOSE.

0040855847-10

I, Dinesh Pandey, Son of Late
Sh. Thaneshwar Prasad
Pandey, resident of House
No.F-52,Khasra No.23/2, Third
Floor, Deep Vihar, Village
Pansali, Delhi-110042 have
changed my name from
Dinesh Chanderto Dinesh
Pandey for all future purposes.

0040855730-2

I, Alka Pandey, Wife of Sh.
Dinesh Pandey, resident of
House No.F-52, Khasra
No.23/2, Third Floor, Deep
Vihar, Village Pansali, Delhi-
110042 have changed my name
from Alka to Alka Pandey for
all future purposes.

0040855730-1

I,SANDEEP S/O RAJBIRR/O
KAROUNTHA (70) KARONTHA
ROHTAK haryana-124001.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SANDEEP KUMAR.0040855846-6

I, Hersh vedkumar BhandariS/o
Vedkumar Bhandari Bhandari
R/o apartment no 402, block
07,lagardenia, the palms,
south city 1, have changed my
name to Hersh Bhandari

0071036994-1

l, Gireeraj SharmaR/0 67/25
Yadav Park Extension,
Nangloi, New Delhi have
changed my minor son’s name
from Kavya Gautamto
Kavyansh Gautam.

0040855840-1

I,Ritu S/o Daulat Ram R/0 H.No.-
98, Al-Block,Gali No.-8,Rahul-
Chowk, Mohan Garden,Uttam
Nagar,Delhi-110059,have
changed my name to Ritu
Kumari. 0040855846-3

I,Rajiv Kumar Mahajan,S/o-
Surender Mahajan,R/0-44C,
Punjabi-Camp, F-Block,
Mangolpuri,North West-Delhi-
110083,have changed my
name to Rajeev Mahajan.

0040855846-2

I,RAKHI SHARMA
TRIPATHI,W/O-AMITABH
TRIPATHI ADD-B-903 PARK
VIEW SPA SECTOR-
47,GURGAON HARYANA-
122018,Have Change My Name
To RAKHISHARMA

0040855847-9

ILRAKESH S/0-Komal R/0-D-
53,Harijan Camp Kirti Nagar
New Delhi-110015, have
changed my name to ANANT
PRASAD for all purposes

0040855849-1

I,CHETANYA KUMAR,S/0-SHRI
PAL SINGH,R/0-N-17C/196 F-
BLOCK T-HUTS
JOJ.COLONY,WAZIRPUR,ASHOK
-VIHAR,DELHI-110052,1 have
changed my-namein my-
daughter school-record,from
CHETAN KUMAR TO CHETANYA
KUMAR,for all,future
purposes. 0040855846-5

ILASHNEET KAUR NANDA, W/O-
KARANJOT SINGH
MAINEE,R/0O-240 JAGRITI-
ENCLAVE,\VIKAS-MARG, DELHI-
110092,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ASHNEET NANDA
MAINEE. 0040855846-1

I,RABIA PARVEEN/RABIYA w/0-
SAYYAD MUHAMMAD
SHAKEEL,R/0-PLOT NO.-323/1,
EXT-2C,NANGLOI, DELHI-
110041 have changed my name
to RABEA PARVEEN.

0040855855-4

I,Prahbhat Kumar,S/o-Shri Hari
Raj Singh,R/0-H.N0-9,St.No-
13,Saboli-Bagh Delhi-
110093,have changed my
name Prabhat Kumar Gautam
to Prabhat Kumar Both are the
same person.For all the,future
purposes. My name written as
Prabhat Kumar Gautamin my
educational documents

0040855849-7

I,Pooja Tayagi,W/o0-Divye
Tyagi,R/0-Flat No.902.Tower-
02.Unitech Heights,Sector Chi
3,Greater Noida,Gautam Budh-
Nagar,Uttar Pradesh-
201310,Have Changed My
Name to Pooja Tyagi,for
All,Future Purposes.

0040855855-8

I,AKHIL AHLAWAT,S/0-Late
Mahavir Singh,R/0-KU-
46,Pitampura,Delhi-
110034,inform that my father
name wrongly written as
MAHABIR PARSHAD in my
Passport but my father correct
name is MAHAVIR SINGH

0040855849-4

I,AJAY S/O AJMER SINGH,R/0O
KOTH KALAN (2),HISAR
(HARYANA)-125039,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO AJAY
SINGH FORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040855847-3

I, Swati Jha, Wife of Arvind
Kumar Mishra, R/O KPA 2 -
1804, Jaypee Wishtown,
Sector-133,Noida-201304 have
changed my name from Swati
Jha to Swati Mishravide
Affidavit dated 4 February
2025, Notary Public/Noida.

0040855742-1

I, Shyam Minotra S/o Kishan
Chand Minotra R/0-A135,
Anand Vihar, Delhi-92 have
changed my name to Shyam
Sunder Minotra permanently.

0071037051-1

I, Sanjeev Kumar Bakshi S/o
Ganshyam Das Phul R/O L-113
Sector-11, Noida, GB.Nagar-
201301, have changed my
name to Sanjeev Bakshi for all
future Purposes. 0071037001-1

I,Paramjeet Singh,S/o
Gursharan Singh Chopra,R/0
WZ-91A,3rd Floor, Street No-
19-A,Shiv Nagar,Delhi-
110058,have changed my
name to Paramjeet Singh
Chopra. 0040855846-9

I,PRAKRITI KUMAR,D/0
Mrs.Swapna Bose,R/0
House.No0.190,First
Floor,Pocket-40,Chittaranjan-
Park,New Delhi-110019,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
PRAKRITIBOSE. 0040855846-7

I,Monika wife of Service No
15713419H,HAV, Neterpal
Singh, Service at 1 Army HQ
Signal Regt, Rao Tula Ram
Marg, New Delhi-110010. That
my name is wrongly
mentioned as Monika in my
husband’s service record but
my actual nameis Monika
Nain. 0040855848-1

I,Navya D/O Vivek Bansal R/O
Pocket D-16/350-351,Ground
Floor,Sector-7,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have changed my
name to Navya Aggarwal for
all purposes. 0040855848-3

I,Marpu Udayasri wife of
Service N0.-15710180A,CHM,
Shanmukha Rao Appini,
Serviceat 1 Army HQ Signal
Regt, Rao Tula Ram Marg, New
Delhi-110010. That my name is
wrongly mentioned as Marpu
Udayasriin my husband’s
servicerecord but my actual
name is Appini Udayasri.

0040855848-2

I, MEENA KUMARI W/0
SUNIL,R/0-House NO.C-78,
Panchwati Colony,Loni
Dehat,Ghaziabad,Uttar
Pradesh-201102,Have
Changed My Name to MEENA
For All Future Purposes.

0040855849-5

l,Komal Sharma C/0:Vicky,H
No-1070E, Inder Gali,Babar
Pur,Shahdara, North-East
Delhi,Delhi-110032,have
changed my nameto
KALPANA PANDEY for all future
purposes. 0040855847-11

I,KHERUN W/O-MOHAMMAD
SAYEED,R/0O-D-348,Shaheed
Nagar, Chikamberpur,
Sahibabad,Ghaziabad Uttar
Pradesh -201006 has changed
my name to KHER UN
NISHA,for all,future purpose.

0040855876-3

ILJASBEER SINGH S/O GIAN
SINGH R/O M-4/26,BLOCK -M,
MOHAN PARK,MODEL TOWN-3,
DELHI-110009.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO JASBIR SINGH.

0040855849-6

l,Gyaneshwar S/o Sachidanand
Mishra, R/0-H.N0.625-
E,Sector-17 Konark
Enclave,Vasundhara,Ghaziaba
d U.P-201012,have changed my
name to Gyaneshwar Mishra.

0040855847-12

ILAKHIL S/o0 Late Mahavir Singh
R/0 KU-46 Pitampura Delhi-
110034 have changed my name
to AKHIL AHLAWAT

0040855849-3

I, Sanjay, S/o Krishan Lal
Madaan, R/o D-501, 5th floor,
Tower-D, Desire, Main Market
Road, Espire Tower, Hamilton
Heights Sector-37,
Amarnagar, Faridabad,
Haryana-121003, have
changed my name to Sanjay
Madaan, for all purposes.

0040855732-1

I, Sangeeta Saivastava W/o No.
197236R Rank Ex MCEAR-II
Gautam Hans Srivastava R/o
14/61, Geeta Colony, Delhi-
110031 have changed my name
to Savita Srivastavavide
affidavit date 19-5-26 before
Delhi. 0071037008-1

I, SANDEEP KUMAR S/0 Jagdish
Kumar R/0-62, Sector-30,
Amarnagar, Faridabad -121003
have changed my nameto
SANDEEP KUMAR SHARMA.

0071037065-1

I, SAMRIDHI MITTAL W/O
SOUMIL SINGHAL R/O C2/50,
ASHOK VIHAR, PHASE-2,
DELHI-110052 DECLARE THAT
SAMRIDHI MITTAL AND
SAMRIDHI SINGHAL BOTH ARE
ONE AND SAME PERSON.

0071037058-1

I, SAJAD ALIR/0F-11/4,UGF
front side, Sir Syed Road, Jago
Bai Extn, Okhla, Delhi-25 have
changed my name to SHAJAD.

0071037063-1

I,No 123973-H Rank Ex
POR(TEL) Satender Singh
Gusain R/o Flat N0.128, Netaji
Subhash Aparment, Pocket-1
Phase-2,Sector-13, Dwarka,
Delhi-110078 have changed
the name of my minor Son
from Aviral to Aviral Kandari
vide affidavit date 19-5-26
before Delhi. 0071037023-1

I, Naina abhua W/o Gaurav R/o
E-308, Budh Nagar, Inderpuri,
Central Delhi-110012 have
changed my name to Naina for
all future purposes.

0071037091-1

I, NAZIYATARANNUM C/0
Anjum Ara, 1617-A, FF, Gali No-
14, Govindpuri, Kalkaji, Delhi-
19 have changed my name to
NAZIYA TRANNUM.

0071037061-1

I, MUKESH KUMAR JHA S/0 SHRI
VINAY KUMAR JHA R/O A269C,
GALINO.8, NEAR INDU CLINIC
SAURABH VIHAR, HARI NAGAR
EXTN, BADARPUR, POST-
BADARPUR, DISTT:-SOUTH
DELHI, DELHI-110044 have
changed my name to MUKESH
JHA for all future purpose

0071037005-1

I, LALIT C/0 Rohtas, C-290A,
Harsh Vihar, Hari Nagar Extn.,
Part-3, Badarpur, Delhi-44
have changed my nameto
LALIT KUMAR. 0071037068-1

I,GURDEEP SINGH,S/0OS.
JOGINDER SINGH,R/0O-
111,FIRST FLOOR,HARSH
VIHAR,PITAMPURA,DELHI-
110034,have changed my
minor son name VIRAAJSINGH
to VIRAAJ FATEH SINGH.

0040855849-2

I,Chavi Sangal W/o Anurag
Sangal R/0-327/42 Lane No-1
Kambalwala Bagh
Muzaffarnagar-251001,Uttar
Pradesh,Have Change My
Name To Chhavi Sangal.

0040855847-5

I, Dharmender Kumar S/o
Matru Prasad F-119, Gali No-16,
Mittal Colony, Pul Prahladpur,
Delhi-44, have changed my
name to Dharmendra Kumar.

0071037066-1

I, Krishna Kumar S/o0 Mahavir
Prasad Garg R/o E-230, Delta-1,
Greater Noida, G.BNagar, U.P
have changed my nameto
Krishna Kumar Garg for all
future purposes 0071037002-1

I, Kishore Kumar S/0 Sh.Om
Prakash SharmaR/01128 A
Maruti Vihar MG Road
Chakkarpur, Gurugram -
122001 have changed my name
to Kishore Kumar sharma for
all future purposes.

0071037093-1

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

LOST & FOUND

We, Vijay ManchandaS/0S.P.
Manchanda & Mrs Poonam
Manchanda W/o Vijay
ManchandaR/o H-31, Sector-
39Noida, Gautam Buddha
Nagar Uttar Pradesh -201301.
Have lost original Lease Deed,
GPA, Allotment letter &
Possession Letter of above
said property, If someone
found Please contact -
9810031210 0040855731-1

I, Sumit Malik, S/o late Shri Lalit
Kumar, resident of House No.
129, G-Block, Vikaspuri, Delhi-
110018, have lost or misplaced
my property papers and
Conveyance Deed pertaining
to my property at House No. H-
440, Vikaspuri, Delhi-110018. If
found please contact:
9654858857 0040855734-1

Lost my original Allotment
Letter of my Flat No.B-83,
Category-B,Navshakti CGHS,
Sector-9, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
Landmark-Shakti Apartment.
Finder may Contact-Maha
Singh Mann at above noted-
address.

Lost my original Share
Certificate, Possession Letter
& Allotment Letter of my Flat
No.46, The Shanker C.G.H.S
Limited,Plot No.4, Sector-15,
Rohini, Delhi-110089. Finder
may Contact-Amarjit Singh
S/o-Late Gurdev Singh at-F-
243, Ground Floor, Vikaspuri,
Delhi-110018 0040855754-1

0040855747-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

14 THE COURT OF DA, PANKAJ
BHAAMA, Du-02, NEW DELHI
PATIALA HOUSE COURT, MEW DELHE
Caso Me. PLA1/2026
Title:

GUARVLIAY SINGH GRAEWAL
V&

STATE (WCT OF DELHK & ORS.
NIPOH 18-09-2026.

1. GUAVIARY SINGH GAREWAL 5o Lale
b Karam Singh Prasandy mesidng 2024
Worracks Siregl Torrens, ACT 20807
Apgraka for @l niests o [lr'l.'ﬁl.‘ﬁ ]
aeadant of Ausiralia Thromgh B duly
foesbfulesd Spacind Powar ol Alloiney
Hnkdir Mrs Dampanainy Garewal Mahmea
fijo 209 Canve Road. Mearul Cantt, Magrt

P 250002 Wo Mo Ram Malhalra,
Vs _...Peliflones’s

1. Bt {NET of Deid) 2. FUMMAE NATIENAL
BakiE Sansad Marg dranch [Farizram
Stmall. & Sansad Mary. Nmae Dahi, Delh-
110000 3. Gaendy Pal Singh Ganews 570 Liate
Me Exam Singhe Preselly cesiding al 151
Cooper Ansd, Brrang S5 2143, Ausiaia
4. Amerjgal Sngh Gerews S Lafe Mr
Karam Sirgh FTIIE-?“"r mEding gl Sosdy
Gonovan Lanen Fremont, Cabfornia 54536

Limitnd Slillrsl:l'ﬁmu:i:'.l__ _Respondents
Whireis a peltion i secion 228 mad
with sacion 276 ol the.lndan Surcesson
#t- 1925 tor the grant o ProtaledLatiens of
Admirisiration 10 e perliorer n respecl of
Ihe mirsEkle ol b proserty ol e
=i tat of LATE MRS, SATIRDERJEET SMIGH
hotica i heteby given 1o e genenal peislic
that arry pareen hauing cbjgcion o the Gram
ol Laner o AdminisraticnProbae o e
Taveaw in regpect ol (ke ssise ol lhe
deceased parhiculary “Amesmt ing & ERO
Hawiegs Accoun! Re §153000600586B0T
elanding in the wame al Lele mrs.
Salinderjeel Sﬁh with Punjab Kaliunal
Bank. Sansad Mang Brasch, New Dedhi®
mazy fie the sama n 18 courl personaly or
Ivmagh coanss! on o betore e neat J-EIB ol
fearing 18.09.2026.
Gy s ny hidd and Hhe seal of &e
cotirt on the D th day of May 2026
Judge

NOTICE UNDER SECTION 11 OF
ACT NO. VIIl OF 1890 OF
GUARDIAN & WARDS ACT IN
THE COURT OF MS. ANJU
BAJAJ CHANDNA, PRINCIPAL
DISTRICT & SESSIONS
JUDGE (HQ), DELHI
ROOM NO. 301, 3RD FLOOR, TIS
HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-110054
GP-04/2026 (CNR No.DLCTO1-
005462-2026)

SURESH ANEJA

S/o Late Narayan Dass Aneha
R/o WZ-A-35, 1st Floor, Rishi
Nagar, Captain Satish Marg.
Rani Bagh, Delhi-110034.

...Petitioner
VERSUS

GNCT of Delhi & Ors.
....Respondents

The petitioner above named having
applied for permission to sell the shares
of his minor sons namely Master Dhairya
Aneja, born on 27.09.2009 and Master
Mukul Aneja, born on 12.10.2012, in the
Shop on Ground Floor admeasuring
18.85 Sq. Meters in part of property
bearing no.4347, Gali Bahuji, Pahari
Dhiraj, Sadar Bazar, Delhi-110006. The
7th July 2026 has been fixed for hearing
of the application and notice is hereby
given to general public that if any other
relatives/friends, Kinsman or well wisher
of the aforesaid or desire be appointed,
declare as guardian of the person and
property of the said minor or desire to
oppose the application of the petitioner
aforesaid, he/she should enter
appearance in persons in this court on
the aforesaid date and be prepared to
adduce on that day and documentary or
oral evidence which he/she may desire to
adduce in support of his/her claim to such
appointment or declaration of in support
his/her opposition to the application of
the petitioner aforesaid. GIVEN under
my hand and seal of the Court on this the
12th day of May 2026.

PRINCIPAL DISTRICT
@ & SESSIONS JUDGE
(HQ) DELHI
PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to General Public that my client
Smt. Kiran Devi, aged about 63 yrs., W/o. Sh.
Naresh Kumar, Residence of RZ-F-325, KH No.
603 Gali no. 22, Sadh Nagar-2, Palam Colony
South West Delhi, Delhi 110045.
By virtue of the present public notice, my client
has debarred, disinherited, disowned her son
Sh. Lokesh Sharma and his wife Smt. Aayushi,
from all her movable and immovable properties,
Bank Accounts/FDR's etc., as both are out of
control and not cooperative with my client for the
last more than 5 years. My client has also
previously disowned his son in year 2023 and
against my client want to disown his son and

daughter-in-law. My client has no concern with

Sh. Lokesh Sharma and Smt. Aayushi and their

children's and my client is not responsible for the

act done by them and if anybody is dealing with

them, shall do so at their own cost, risk and

consequences.

Sd/-

Jyoti Gandhi

Advocate

Ch. No. 715, Lawyers Block,

Dwarka Courts, Delhi-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE

This inform the general public that, property
standing in the name of Sh. Bhartu Ram S/o Sh.
Lal Singh, R/0 H NO 18, SATYAM ENCLAVE,
LALKUAN GHAZIABAD, 201009, That Sale
Deed Regd. No. 4649, Dated 21.12.1990, Sale
Deed Regd. No. 2970, Dated 22.07.1992, SPA
Regd. No. 51, dated 13.01.1999 have been lost,
FIR of the said documents have been lodge Dated
20.05.2026, if anyone found the aforesaid
documents, kindly inform to the undersigned
within 7 days from the date of issue of this notice.
Detail of property: RESIDENTIAL HOUSE,
PLOT NO. 4, AREA MEASURING 60 SQ.
YDS., LE. 50.16 SQ. METERS, OUT OF
KHASRA NO. 1132/2, SITUATED AT GALI
NO. 3, JAIN VIHAR COLONY (SANKAR
VIHAR), IN THE AREA OF VILLAGE
SHAHPUR BEHEMATA, PARGANA DASNA,
TEHSIL AND DISTRICT GHAZIABAD.
Sd/-
SUBHASH GUPTA (Advocate),
Enrl. No. D-446/2002
125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR|
INDERLOK, DELHI-110035|

PLIELlL NOTICE
uRllc i henety
that my cient
Mr Maresh Mehta Sia Sh
Frakash Mehta R'o 1st F 95
Lajpat Magar. 1 Mew Delhi-
110024 has discwned his sans
{1) Nishant Mehta (2) Nimish
Mehta and their families
ie thelr wife and ehildren
from all his movable and
immovable properties due 1o
their mishehavicor Iowards my
clent and has seversd ail
relations from them,
ANURAG INDORA ADVOCATE
Contact No-
8350833474, 011-40530483

PUBLIC NOTICE

Lost Sale deed between Bhim
Sen Seth (buyer) and DLF
Housing and Construction Pvt
Ltd (seller) for plot at S30,
Greater Kailash 1, New Delhi
110048. Document No. 7930,
Additional Book No. 1, Volume
No. 1056, Pages 147-148
dated 27/11/1963. Sale Deed
Dated 20/11/1963. Registered
at Sub Registrar Office, New
Delhi. Filed LR No: 318082/
2026. If found, contact
9650863474

TDI Lake Side Heights
kundliDOGEDN 3-14, T-14/7001,
ELO-200002514-15 Lake Drive
Adpartmant Kundli, Original
Alloiment lalter, Original booking
receipts bhalonging fo  Surandes
Rana Sio Late Sh Raj Roop Ranal
IRic A-4103, Printers Apariment |
{Rohini - Seclor-13 Delied  havel
been lost, FIR has been Indged vids|
LR 151432205 dated 080372026 I
[ anyone finds, kindly mnlaJ.I
'EIE--‘1 43 '.wh n 15 days af the

e IR

D N e—————

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby inform that my client
SH. RADHEY SHAM S/O SH. KHADERU
RAM R/O E-15, J.J. COLONY, RAGHUBIR
NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110027, do hereby
disown and debar his Daughter Namely
ANJALI AT PRESENT LIVING WITH
MR. RONIT CHANDALIYA BOTH R/O 3,
RIVER SIDE ROAD, INDORE, MADHYA
PRADESH-452007, from all my movable
and immovable properties and primary
membership of the family with immediate
effect. Accordingly she has been debarred
from any claim, right, title, interest etc. in the
said properties of my client. Because she is
not loyal to the family and their customs.
Any person/s dealing with her will be doing
at their own risk and cost. My client have no
concern or relationship with her.
Satyainder Nath Sharma (Advocate)
Mobile No.: 9899095321

PUBLIC MOTICE

General Publbc is haraby informed that
my clenls Sanjay Kumar S Ganga
Prasad Yaday and his wia Hra Dew

Residant of Kh noo 847217 Main Road
Washisf  Enclave. Vashst Enclave
Buran Dalhi- 110084 have  discwned)
denamed hs Zon MrSord Eumar
fram ‘all his movable & immovable
praperlies & assals and =evaned 3l
refafions . with fom. Anybody dealing
with fim will do 5o 31 hisher cwn msks,
costs, responsbiliy & consaquences
My clenl shall nol be responsible in
any cae dar any acls done by Fem,
TUSHAR SHARMA Advocals,
Qi B-1/103. B Ho.d, Sand Nagas
Burari Delhi 1100684 Ph, 9899592027

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed that my client
HARJEET KAUR SAHNI W/O S. KULDEEP
SINGH R/O 19/16-B, TILAK NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110018, IS THE OWNER OF PROPERTY
NO. 19/16-B, TILAK NAGAR, NEW DELHI-
110018, & THE ORIGINAL CONVEYANCE
DEED, REGD. ON 12/04/2013, REGD. WITH
THE SUB REGISTRAR-IIB, JANAK PURI, NEW
DELHI, has been lost. An FIR to this effect has
been lodged in Police Station, Vide NCR/LR
No0.315400/2026 dated 20.05.2026. Any person
(s) claiming any right, interest, having any
objection or found in possession of original
documents, may write/contact with above named
persons at above address/phone No.
9312194004, within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice. The person claiming any
right, interest, objections with respect to this
property can personally inform to the above
named owners/person/s.Any deal by any
part/person in respect of the said property shall
be treated as null, void, and inettective,in future.
Sd/- B.B.N.DEO, Advocate
S.R.lInd,B Coumpus, Janak Puri,ND-58

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed that my client
SMT. CHARU SETHI W/O SH. SANJAY SETHI
R/O 32, BHERA ENCLAVE, PASCHIM VIHAR,
NEW DELHI-110087, IS THE OWNER OF DDA
BUILT UP JANTA FLAT BEARING NO. 635, ON
FIRST FLOOR, BLOCK/POCKET-JG-II,
SITUATEDAT VIKAS PURI, NEW DELHI, & THE
ORIGINAL SALE DEED, REGD. ON
24/12/2011, has been lost. An FIR to this effect

has been lodged in Police Station, Vide NCR/LR
No0.315438/2026 dated 20/05/2026.Any person
(s) claiming any right, interest, having any
objection or found in possession of original
documents, may write/contact with above
named persons at above address/phone No.
9811323305, within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice. The person claiming
any right, interest, objections with respect to this
property can personally inform to the above
named owners/person/s. Any deal by any
party/person in respect of the said property shall
be treated as null, void, and ineffective, in future.
Sd/- B.B.N.DEO, Advocate
S.R.lInd,B Coumpus, Janak Puri,ND-58

“"IMPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

DRM/Electrical, Morth Western
Railway, Jodhpur for & on behalf of
the president of India, invites E-
tender for the following work. 1.
Complets details of tenders can be
seen on Website No:- hitp://
www.ireps.gov.in 2. Date & time of
closing of e-tender: 10.06.2026 up
to 15.00 hrs.; 3. Date & time of
opening of e-tender: After 15.00
hrzg., on 10.06.2026; Tender No.:
27R3/2025-26;, Name of Work:
Electrical work in connection with
up-gradation of wagon
maintenance facilities at SOMNU in
JU Division. Approx. Cost of the
work (Rs.): As. 2891585.12,; Tender
Mo.: 54R/2025-26; Name of Work:
{i} Electrical work in connection with
repair and maintenance of staff
quarters under ADEN HQ (ii)
Electrical work in c/w -Up gradation
& improvement of personnel
Departmant Jodhpur, Approx. Cost
of the work (As.): As 17728413.51;
Tender Mo.: 55R/2025-26; Mame of
Wark: (i) Etectrical work in
connection with replacement of
old/dilapidated quarters by 20 units
Type-lll guarters in Nehru Park
Colony under ADEN/HQ. (ii)
Electrical work In connaction with
improvement of staff quarters in
Medical Colony, BGKT colony in the
section of ADEN/HG/JU (iii)
Electrical work in connaction with
improvement of stafi guarters in DS
Colony, MNP Colony in the section of
ADEN/HQ/JU {iv) Electrical work in
connection with improvement of
staff quarters in Workshop Colony,
Loco colony in the section of
ADEN/HQ/JU (v) Electrical work in
connection with improvement of
staff quarters i Old. Loco Colony,
BGKT Colony in the section of
ADEN/HQ Jodhpur (vi) Electrical
work in connection with
improvement of staff guarters in DS
Colony, Medical Colony in the
gaction of ADEN/HQ Jodhpur
Approx. Cost of the work (Rs.): Rs.

21478796.41, For detailled
information visit http://
www.ireps.gov.in 751-AM/26

Please join us on i 88 -

NWHailways

% RajCOMP Info Services Limited (RISL)

C-Block 1st Floor, Yojana Bhawan, Tilak Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur

7.60 Cr.

RISL invites bids from the eligible bidders against “Short term RFP for
Procurement of IT Hardware for various departments”. The estimated cost is Rs.
The details can be seen on the websites:
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,
https://risl.rajasthan.gov.in, https://doitc.rajasthan.gov.in.

UBN No. :RIS2627GLOB00023
Raj.Samwad/C/26/3275

General Manager (Technical)
& OIC (Store), RISL

The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking
{OF THE ERIHANMUMBAI MAHANAGARPALIK.A)

TENDER NOTICE

: E-tenders are Re - invited for the supply of following items.

(1) 81467, (2) 81601, (3) B1418.

Mote: For more details, log on to

website https:
| PROJAAM(M)/26/2026

{fmahatenders.gov.in

GENERAL MANAGER

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE

Motice Inviting Tender (NIT) for Appointment of Station Ticket Booking
Agents (STBAs) at 23 NSG-5 Calagory Stations and 47 N5G-6 Category
Stations (Total 70 STBAs) over 70 Stations of Delhi Division, Northemn

3 ﬂ EnstnfTun

S EFSSETRS A A

B e

der

Railway.

'I.I:IETend'-er Mo. C6/STBAMender/2026

2.0 Name of |Appointment of Station Ticket Booking Agents (STBAs)
thework |at23 NSG-5 Category Stations and 47 N35G-6 Category
and its Stations (Total 70 STBAs) over 70 Stations aver Delhi
locations | Dwision for isseance of Unreserved Tickets through

Computerized Unreserved Ticketing System (UTS) fora
parlr:rd of Thme Yeoars on contract bas Is.
Rs.1,000/- + 189 iGSTlE 1180/- (Rs. Dnﬁ
thausand One Hundrad Eighty only)

4.0 Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD) to be deposited

Rs.2,000/-(Rs. Twao Thousand only)
applying for NSG-6 category station & Rs
SO0 for applying for MSG-5 category station,

SI:I Address of the office
from where the tender
form can be purchased

Commercial Branch, DRM Office, State
Entry Road, New Delhiw.e.f. 21.05.2026
o 10.06,2026 on any working days in
between 11:00 hours to 1700 howrs and on
11.06: 2026 upto 14:00 hrs.

6.0, Tender Typ

N PRI T B WL i o Mo SR i e et i A e

e Dpen Tender
7.0 Date &timefor |11.06. 2026 up to 15:00 hours at Tender Room,
submissionof |Commercial Branch DREM Office, State Entry
tender and Road, New Dalhi thareafter, it shall be opaned on
opening of cameday at 1510 hours,
|the tender
8.0 EWherE complete | Tender Notice and Tender Documents i3
| details of tender [available at MorthernRailway website
| |canbeseen. .. www.nr.indianrailways.gowv.in in PDF format,
File No. EEIETEMTEnderIEﬂEEﬁ

1717/2026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
©'CSB Bank

e e e o mam

PUBLIC NOTICE ON AUCTION OF
PLEDGED GOLD ORNAMENTS

Ther borrownns In specific and interested bidders in genesal, are hereby inforrmad that onaccownt
of non-repaymaent of the Banks due by the bomowers as under despée the payment notice and
recalliauction notica Esued by the Bank, iha gold armaments pladged with the bank secunty by the
respackive bormawars for the isan availed by tham will ba old in public gwslion onas &= where 5
and “non-recowrse” al branch premises on 29 May 2026 at 10.30 AM. Tha aucton may be
f ﬂl'.'IjIIII.."I"IB!J [ @ny otharfabar dake a1 i dEcreaton of the bark P publcation of the same in the
{ Bank's nofice board. The bomrowers are hereby further inform that the gold omaments wil be
dizposad af by private sale if the public auchon is not successiul and if thesa s a further balancaio
ba recoverad tharealbar, lagal achan will be inllialed aganst (he borowear’s for recawary of he
balanpce amnnts due i the bank, "In case of Deceased borrower, all conditions willbe applicable

tolegal heirs "

HSS_ ':':uﬂji::‘ Account Mame EEI'E”t ’::E_f ?Hﬁa;ﬂnig IEIF;F!}‘E}
1 | Ashok Vikar - Demi | Bal Mukund 7306368 18164467 262
2 | Ashok Vibas - Defi | Laar WO Pin Swarnl. | 599165 931045 85] 179.02
3 | Azhok Vihas - Dell | Porugh Sharma BAGH0ES 1 300201 BA63
d | Ashok Viher - Delhi | Vipn Kumar Bhadena | 4708575 1 hIGR06.85] 5683
5 | Grester Kailash- 8 | Arvind Singh 4210058 | 1 843341 13
B | Galdam Magar Bhavna Séth TaieT4 | 2 dBB5aE| 1457
T | Gaulam Magas Kiran 4065 2 132861.81 24
8 | Palam Suman Bharl B244050 1 12268134 17.15
9 | Janakapun Jashbata BA2ATET i 3080859 116
10§ Janakapue Maresh Singh 10252500 1 STT455.64( 5454
11 | Drwaraka Fajal 449685 1 17616045 21.2
12| Owasaka Sahil Kumar a817s21d 1 147238.892] 1913
13| Dwaraka Suman Bharti aead0ss | 1 S04213.261 055
14| Dwaraka Tanishg Kumar 10115331 1 TG T6E5
15| Drwaraka Vancana . B24E252 [ 1 4070=3.51 495
16 | Rehini Seclor T Aman 43TE0S3 1 225835 J&15
i7 | Rehini Sector 7 Anushie Aggerwal Tos 1287 Z 41807 291 133.05
18| Reohini Sectar 7 Gesla Maruls 4 200370 1 | 1079080941 152,13
19 Rohini Sector 7 Rohan Saxena 3769010 156694 66| 60.15
20 | -Shadmarbagh Aran - Sethi T4 0d 1 000036 4
£1 | Sheimarbagh Sechin Gupta SMM5346 z 333424 55] 113,03
2| Shabmarbagh Shi 10085885 | 1 117849.53)  H067
23| Shabmarbagh Suragh 47HeES | 1 200522 TEl 2384
24 | Ukhla flanoy Kumar Wadbea | TBE1310 1 2253004 328
25| Qkhla Simran Kaur ABTEEM 3 TaTie021| 11078
25| MeyurVihas-Mew Dab | Sandaep Bingh 4081712 3 S780AT.06] 103.497
27| Déshad Garden Suhail Chaudhary 10085104 4 21358053 2704
24 | Rajaun Garden Harish Miltal THATTOA [ 1 TEDDEL 42|  A25
25| Marels Kusum Lela SlE220 1 BETI0.2T) 1334
| Warala Rihara i 1 §03aaa) 482
M | Marela Sagar Kaghyap BREA202 [ 1 TEE32.9 100
221 Lanirmi Magar Fahul 10085667 2 G3BR4T.08| 5302
331 Kalkaj Bikky 100A3GE2 1 G3100.74 a7
24| MakviaMagarhewDahi | Kumar Shanu Babu | 5043495 2 aiba6 44| 153
35 | Moded Town Mew Delhi | Anuj Kumar aladedd | 1 Mo8aa 14 334
35 | Miodel Towr New Delb| Bal Mukund T S5 30R 1 290416.18] 44.51

For mare deladsfaccount wise infarmation borrowersinterested bidders may confact respectve
bramches and for participating in he auction

[ NCT of Deihi | 22.05.2026

Siil= Authorized Officer, CSB Bank

MO LRSS U RR N ) SUPPLY OF STORES ITEMS

WWWireps.gov.in

B T L T, S

"THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT TENDERS"

TENDER NOTICE Mo: S/2026/21
Tha Principal Chief Matarial Manager, Morth Western Railway, headguarter
Jaipur, for and on behalf of the President of India invites Open E-tenders on

site as follows

Diata: 200052026

New Delhi

SrHo. | Tender No. Brief |]EE-I:I|-|:IﬂﬂI‘I Gy, | Unlt | Due date
1 |30262166 | Flexibie hose- 650mm for bogie B3ve | Mos | 0B-06-2026
2 | 1384753 | Housing Axle Bearing 85 | Mos | 08-06-2026
3 |30254767B | Flex Ball Cabia (L-2197 MM} for LHE 167 |Maos | O8-08-2026

powar car

4 |3686288% | OVERHALULIMG KIT FOR LEVELLING | 1824 | Sat | 0B-06-2020

VALVE
5 |302848828 | One sel consists 02 items (1) Top 490 | Sel | 09-06-2026
: | flange as per BOF : A .
40260058 | Safl Priming Mono Block Pump 2683 | Mos | OB-06-2026
T 30263323 | Hose conrmchion 20 k550 mm (with | 12874 Nos | 10-06-2026
washer at both ends) for air spring
SUSEENSIon BOgia

B |3T262885 | Bogie cenler phvat botiorm Ba0. | Nos | 10-06-2026

9 [40261772 | POWER CONTACTOR [WITH DIODE] | 1765 | Moz | 11-06-2028
FOR COMPRESSOR UNIT OF LHB
TYPE AC COACHE

10 |40850067F | 60 BEMVA, THOVIA15Y, 3 PHASE 4 WIRE,| 42 |Mos | 15-06-2026
VECTOR CONFIGURATION

11 402600026 | MOTOR PROTECTION CIRCUIT F7T [Nos | 15-06-2026
BREEAKER

12 (40261767 | DISCONNECTING AND EARTHING 185 | Mas | 16-06-2026
DEVICE

13 | 30262203 | Setof 35 mm Man Asbestos based d%133) Sat | 17-06-2026

| |oganicbiake padsforlHBcoaches | | | |

14 |40261884 | Side Body Filter/Panel 3856 | Mos | 18-06-2026

15 |30262185 | Flex ball cable long length 248 | Moz | 19-06-2026
L4024 ) with end connaction

16 |ATHE20858 Coanstant contach palyuratharse sida 1144 | Nas | 23-08-202%
bearsr pad assembhy

17 |BAZSENGES | Manufacture and supply of ower 217 |Set | OB-07-2028
ndlng Dplan.lng Switches

CORRIGENDUM

Tender Mo.| Mit Mo. Description Tender Tender Qby

opening date| Existing | To be réad as

AGZE0NTZ | 202620 | Hanger for bofster| 23.06.2026 |5513 | Mos| 5307 | Mos

Dt 13,05 26| suspension BG

ireps.gov.in

Mote (1} Inferesied tenderers may visit the website ireps.gowvin for Full
detalls/descripton’SpecificationEMD & tender cost etc. All tenderers are
requested o obtain digital slgnatures and get them registerad on above site
and gquoie electronically only, {2) For viewing and participating in
other tenders such as open tender costing below Rs. 50 Lakh,
limited tenders, special limited tenders and low value tenders,
plaase visH wanss

Please join us on 8 - NWRallways
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NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-tenders are invited from experiencad arinlerested contraciors on behalf of
the Presidentof India for the under mentionad work:

rm]

Open Tender Notice No.: JHSW-M-BOBRY-2026-27-2

Mame of work: Repair work in BOBRN Wagons and B0BYN Waaons at
JhansiWorkshop

Costofwork: Bs. 1,43 82 468 00/ {Incleding 18% GST)

Earnest money: Rz, 2,57, 700/~

Time of completion: Twanly Four Months

Online tender closing date and Time: 12.06.2026 at 16:00 Hrs

Detailed information shout tender and tender format is available at wehbsite

wwwLireps.gov.in,

[f] Morth central railways &8 www.ncrindianrailways.gov.in =

Telefax No. 0154-2466652, Email :- uit_sgnr@yahoo.com
Office Address :- UIT Office, Model Town, Sri Ganganagar (Raj.) 335001

e - i 2006/ RajKaj Ref No. 22232899 fewms - 16,/05/2006
5 -forfaen aymen & - 06 (2026-27)

TR [N =, SR & g1 fafi= o o & fo R e =<
FITEI B fA=T Sof 7 Uoligd Hagd! Td 9 IRBR / 75 IRBR B AP
HreHAl g 3= IR H Usligd Hdad! A FRIATAR (AA' and ‘A’ Class & GH®E
goiiga) FEiRd uaa H §—CUSRIT 8RT §f 02 BT (NIB Code [TS2627A0011) (UBN
No. ITS2627WSOB00027 & 00028) &I 3ifetsd ffasT smafyd &1 Il 2 | Saa
1Al 1 fawga faaror, fAfaar e, srgaTiIa o, (fdaT d=-, 9T &R, Wier o
fefi e ofiae WHe &x @ e onfe |wqol fdaror Jewrse
https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in Ud https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in T <@ ST
ABATE | peatl

o e el 26 3208 vy fne e, sfetamaRe

KRIBHCO

Cooparative and beyond, .,

KRISHAK BHARATI COOPERATIVE LIMITED
PO. KRIBHEO NAGAR, SURAT-394515 GUIARAT.

TCATION

HRIHHF{J Il1‘-||l..'- tpp]luhun for Pre- IL]1I-.E|1f11.EI1II.1[1 of
Contractors/Vendors for @ Serviee Works : RCC Structural repair,
Fenovation works, Providing Securiby Services in Township,
Scaffolding and Boiler Cleaming, Sundry Maintenange, Critical
Fabrication, Thermal Insulatton, Hydrojet Cleaning of Heat
Exchangers. Material Supply : Sulphunic Acid, Bulk chemicals lor
Bio Fertilizer, Heat exchanger pressure upto 20BR-INDG., HT

Motors-6.6 kV and 11 KV, Smoke Detector Electneally Operated,
Auto fire Protection System, Path-Way material for Railway siding,
Structural Steel, Reinforcement Steel, Inconel Plate/ Round Bars for
HR[H]T( UFl.mlem surat Gujarat,

I':]igﬂ'nht'_-r ¢,.I'1T1.ll.i and other details are available on

KRIBHCO — About Us — Important Links — Tenders. For

NORTHERN RAILWAY

CORRIGENDUM

i} Tender Notice No, T2/2025-2026 dated 16.12.2025 (5. No. D8)
i} Tender No. 152250198 due on 09.06.2026

! 1. In referance io abova lander, the due date has baeen axtended from
| 19052026 10 09.06.2026_ 2. The new documants have been attachad In the
tender, All other terms and conditions remain unchanged. The corrigendum has
i bean published onwebsite wwwiireps.gov.in, 1716/2026

| Ref:

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

MUTHOOT CAPITAL SERVICES LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Registared Office: Ird Floor, Mutheot Towers, MG Road, Kechl, Kerala, India - 682 025
P +81- 484 - 6610600, 6518620 F: #01- d04 - 2301261, Ci: LET120WL 1984PLCOOT TG

Pl b P Dy ey P i inlereeeation of 89 corcemad thal Gold Denpmeets daposilad-ae e o] securily
In cormechon with the below Vehicle Loans avoled from the differen locations of Muthool Capial Sereices
Limied wimrn e Wehicde Logng el e iy e Feipesding Gupidmien remuenai desandiin, in sgels of P
rispiaied nofices. wil oo audioned a5 per the schedule gwen beloe for tho BAREILLY. The bhidders ane m
guesisd 0 remd sarnest money depos® of B S0HHL- (Ten Thousssd oriyiand o poducs Phobe 1D Card 2nd
PaR Card. Tha sucssashd Diddars ang reagagind 0 make ol paymania induding VAT threogh RTGEMNEFT only
Bareilly - Priyadarshani Hagar-Baneilly- Auction Centre: Fisi Roor, Morenl Towar, 8-25025, Mear Ram Jank
Fandir, Sbhove HOFC Bans, Ppyadarhan NMaoas Branch, Bareily, Uttar pradesh - 243122, Aucton Daint
DU, Awction Timec 100 o m - PRIVADARSHAM NAGAR - BAREILLY:» TWLEHZ TP IO 1420
Plirirais raade il the sichioroae nal aoncdcbad on e abaise-meanioned
dabgs-torarvy tecaann, tha aama sl be sondoctad on 1EDEZO3E for
BAREILLY Disricl al 1000 am ocnwards in our PRIYADRR SN |
FAGEAH-BAHEILLY branch,

Foe Muthos! Capited Sersites Lid
LRI LT e =

%] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

BPS GMC FOR WOMEN, KHANPUR
KALAN, SONIPAT
T4 WHRY H giad fma s § 7R e wa R wfeen dfsswa

hictsl @MYL el GHd § Old answer seat, old patient
admission file, old Practical file, Cardboards Cartons, old

News paper il "Il 34 & fordl et =remdt foiss 28.05.2026
T 11.00 AM &9 &l S| 70 9 9 ARiiaeed &l dqaarEs
www.bpsgmckhanpur.ac.in W & ST Tehdt € |

Sd/-
Incharge Purchase
BPS GMC for Women,

No. 45409/HR Khanpur Kalan, Sonepat.

GOVERMMENT OF INDIA
(MINISTRY OF RAILWAY)
Invitation far Tender through
E-Procurement System

Sr. Material Manager, BMorth Eazstem
Rallway, ELS Depot, Gonda and on
behalf of The President of India, inviles
fenders fhrough e-procurement system
for the supply of the folowing Hem,
Complete description of the Hem and
ather conditions are avallable on website
WNW. Ireps.gov.in, Tender MNo.:
14265068, Due Date: 22.06 2026
Description of Material; Rhecsialic
dynamic braking resisior efc; Gy 5
Mos | Earnest Money: 31,02 420/
Mote: Ahove Tendar has Deen wplosd on
e web sile wwwireps.govin, The
firms, who desire 1o paricipate Inoe-
fendar ara - advised 0 dechronically

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr PC/84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita-2023)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Kavit Kumar S/e Sh. Ranvir Singh Rio
Salarpur, Sector-107, Noida, Distt: Gautam Budh Nagar, UP
has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case FIR No. 147/2015 U/s 279/338 IPC & 134 MV Act at PS:
Kashmiri Gate, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Kavit Kumar can
not be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused Kavit Kumar has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

ragister themsehas on he above wabsite
for which they would reguire 1o have a
class Il Dhgital Signalure - Cerlificate
Adthority licensad by CCA India. Manual
affers  against a-tanders will nob be
considarad. For details, pleass wvisit the
wiehsite www ireps.gow.in

Senlor Materials Manager/ELS/Depot,

CPROVS-13 Gonda
D0 NOT SMOKE BIDUCIGARETTE IN TRAINS

@ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA e T S

eprefeet e sibreen, aiias oses: “— PUNE MUNCIPAL CORPORATION
E’I?ﬂll: ﬂlﬁli = ] )
|_'-I'-.‘.:| 1 243401, Ph. No, 01334-292995, r:-r*'n-.a-:.-se--rﬂ'hi'r-d'n'ar-.'-_i"ﬁma-l.-.'-'.!r1' dﬁ% v MOTOR VEHICLE DEPARTMENT
v i S 4 P s
hﬂ-tﬂ‘—.ﬁﬁ.{# 181 B 9 T A - e www.ultenders.govin T FET EEmEOR Extension Of Tender
vt o) ordt B . . . .
— T Frfrar st 1 et St |and gl e Pune Municipal Corporation below mentioned
Aol 00 e ® | (ed | #iaf | ltender for Extension. All the term & Condition are
2 S B 08 !-';';';éiﬁ.“.?]*f_"a.qf g mentioned in tender set and same tender set online
1 |fFmn w (wft W) 9o T e :'u'l!-:ll:|~'in:--‘.-‘-1] 7490000 04 HIE published available for the reference.
04 AT T T UE B FE | e
R R Gl TENDER SALE DATE : 22/05/2026 TO 29/05/2026
1, 1 A1 T e A ¢ P — 22082026 EE 1600 91 | TENDER ACCEPTED DATE : 22/05/2026 TO 29/05/2026
2. F— iy & wTERE w SAREEy BE T — 0608 2026 T 4700 9 0
1, _-1'--[-1-:1 ='|_1"E.'-: &1 fofr 9 +|-|-4_—-I'-’:-Il-.=: 26,05 2026 TG 1400 T BT CoTEE P bR Till AFTERNOON 3.30 PM 01/06/2026
TS, Wi WU SRR e B, BlRE
4 -hl-".h:-':l-'IE:r-.-'ll.'l_‘jr—l-‘-ﬂ Rk ||||e it aefierE I?TE f-":-'tlr_—-:'-ﬂ.a:ll;'.z:lzﬁ r'i.-'l'-'*-?-.:i: -_!w'l“t'-r-.ll- .- Sr. No. Department Extension Tender No.
5, trnsiil FE e o TR Ao - Do0e20m8 R 1000 9N, TR e 3 Name
A, e JreE. E0TER r":r g s gREr=
Y=y ST o T A 59 W e ulbenders govin Hefierm sfrg-m 1. Motor PMC/VEHICLE/2026/01
Vehicle
Department
1) Above Tender Sale & Submission www.punecorporation.org
www.mahatenders.gov.in is aviallible online on this Website

2) Reaming all Contain will remain as it is as published earlier
Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Motor Vehicle Department
Pune Municipal Corporation

SR oh. : 3/2%0
feaen - '\’2/0'«/?0?&

NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE AMOUNT / EMD WEBSITE OF NODAL
No BOARD/CORP./AUTH CLOSING DATE (APPROX.) THE BOARD OFFICER/CONTACT
IN RUPEES CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
HARYANA POLICE HOUSING | CONSTRUCTION OF NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS, PHASE-I (MALE BARRACKS, 20.05.2026 9463200487
1 | CORPORATION, PANCHKULA |  FEMALE BARRACK, HOSPITAL BLOCK, SECURITY WALLS, EI WORK, ETC) IN 28.05I2026 Rs. 38,00,53,732/- | www.hphc.org.in dbpanchkul
.05. panchkula@yahoo.com

(HPHC) DISTRICT JAIL, JALOULI, PANCHKULA + 5 WORKS

No. 45430/HRY

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

@ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [ PETEI=] ¥

NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE | AMOUNT /EMD | WEBSITE OF NODAL

N BOARD/CORP./ CLOSINGDATE | (APPROX)  THEBOARD | OFFICER/CONTACT
AUTH INRUPEES  CORPJAUTH |  DETAILS/EMALL
DISMANTLING OF RESIDENTIAL QUARTERS AND NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS AT 132 KVS/STN | 20.05.2026 _ o8
! HVPNL FAZILPUR, SONIPAT (CIVIL WORKS) 110606 | RS TOTRSI | wwwhnOgin | oo orgin

No. 45437/HRY

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT www.haryanaeprocurement.gdv.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

@ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA RN o T S

; i NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE AMOUNT / EMD WEBSITE OF THE NODAL
elarficaton, contact CGM (Commercial) Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Kavit Kumar No BOARD/CORP./AUTH CLOSING DATE (APPROX.) BOARD CORP./AUTH OFFICER/CONTACT
"~ E-mail : stmakwana@kr of FIR No. 147/2015 U/s 279/338 IPC & 134 MV Act of PS: e PrTATLS/EMAT

Kashmiri Gate, Delhi is required to appear before this court : :
tnanswerthe5.aidmmplaintinnrhefnre;ﬂ.uﬁjuzﬁ. i 1 | MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, OPDRCHASE OF LAPTOP %E%i%ézgﬁﬁcm?QB%LRSSA?SN, 20052020 https://etenders.hry.nic.in Xenmc?:ﬁéisé;’%”mm
OFFICE OF SENIOR TOWN PLANNER - -
1 Vaibhav Garg
udicial Magistrate First Class-11 2 ' DEMOLCI%LSF\JC\I\/IESI\‘TQI%EEASTGSIZSESTSII%’; I?OFRC(S)TNCS)EIEUACPT,&?{'F\:AANNGDEMENT o Rs.24.92 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in .
J- MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 20.05.2026 9467283967
G U RU G RAM {Eﬂntral} Rn S Hn 133 ROHTAK IN THE LIMITS OF MC ROHTAK (RE-CALL) 27.05.2026 xenmcrohtak@gmail.com
D e pa rtm e nt Of TOW" & DP/5955/N/2026 Tis Hazari Court, Delhi FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No. 45439/HRY
Country Planning, Haryana FrateE areferor s,
& GOVERNMENT OF HARVANA TS < e w0, e
Sector-14, HSVP complex, 3rd floor, Gurugram. NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE = AMOUNT / EMD |  WEBSITE OF THE NODAL 3-Uierde fafaer gt
. . No BOARD/CORP./AUTH CLOSING DATE (APPROX.) BOARD CORP./AUTH OFFICER/CONTACT .
Telephone-0124-4014776 | E-mail: stp4.gurugram.tcp@gmail.com IN RUPEES DETAILS/EMAIL Portal: http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
Dated- 21-05-26 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, | CoTIHATE FOR STORS LINE CONNECTION AND JAAL AT DIFFERENT | o5 56 " 9467283967 o T - T o : T
ated- 21-05- 1 ROMTAK | LOCATIONS MENTIONED B:\(/l (':FI-FI{EO 'Q?f\[ﬁ PART-2 IN THE LIMITS OF g | SIS | htpsetendeshysicin | e T dSfihd 3haR %ﬂ feqier 08.06.2026 ek fHfaer EEE &1 Sl 8:-
i i T ¥ T T = . . L —— &g, & AT
Public Notice FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanagprocurement,gov.in or www.tenders hry.nic.in No. 45442/HRY ) &‘}W w7 w AW g )
Subject: Regarding submission of documents as per EWS
plots draw held on 25.05.2000 who were allocated . : : 1 28 |fTeT §Aell o FarTia dehe WM Hit § HeAR d% "R ddls  [194.96
plot numbers on 11.09.2025 by this office in the . Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir 1.375 .41, =1 famior =1 |
R_etzsic:egti_al I;Iot’:ed 5Czolgn)S(?nacr;‘nely “ArdeI: City” W B OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER TOrT S| HGR WU YoM | W WE 24-5054-1222
Situated In oector- y urugram pearing ‘4 PMGSY CIRCLE BATOTE . : .
license no. 58-67 of 1995, 1-9 of 1997, 2-13 of 1998 | 2l 2 mﬁi'a“ - “ir? AT (R % I WEA WA e 2.00 127,08
and 49-65 of 2022. . = f e , ,
It is hereby informed to all successful applicants of the SOTLE VITRG o TENDEXS kel f ' 3 f’ Tl 2?4_5054_1222
draw held on 2%.05.2000 who were allocated [F))E)t numbers on e-NIT No:-PMGSY/SE/B/17 of 2026-27 Dated:- 20/05/2026 g 30 forett i = & AFTA. . 5. Hiersl H 50 WY Ael| 40.74
11.09.2025 in the colony namely “Ardee City”, in the office of ST e % S SR A w1
the Senior Town Planner, Gurugram, that the further process of| | g, scrintending Engineer PMGSY Circle Batote on behalf of The Government of Jammu & Kashmir, g‘; il ';ﬁ' diBCRURLL q,,r" ﬁmv'?"g ki @a""‘"“”;";’s;ﬁ
allotment stands Inltla’.[ed -Wh.ere by deficiency in the invites e-tenders on %age Above/Excess (+) OR %age Below/ Less (-) basis (i.e. on Percentage-Rate i d A q;g:%ﬂ; o = 50,\ N Eﬂ?lﬁT_{ . p4.84
documents_recelved in this office is O_bserved' Basis) from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K U.T.Govt, CPWD, Railways or i W?’ s . e qulch{ [ S~ |
Accordingly, all successful applicants are requested to equlvalent and other State/U.T.Govts up to 1700 Hrs. On 12-06-2026 for each of the following works. TN STHAUTI <T9T HHAT, =Tar) /S WA 67-4202-5086
submit the following documents in this office on any working _ \ R 5 32 | TG A el ARG -faeEie o Wiesdrell 9g™ A 160.22
day on or before 5th June, 2026:- Constt. | Maintt, | . | Costor [EMDI@%of] Time and ©.1.00 fer. 1. 0T hre |
1 . Self'attested COpy Of Aad haar Card. I\? : Nar}r)]e Efthe;]V ork/ T:ﬁlmpelgf (}lsar; (}I;ar; (R(;aln D(z(};)mle nts rour(idetsdcfoS the Alloxjvn;de for ?al:iof opeilien; of | Class of Contractor . . . . .
0 ackage O ¢ S S acs s-n neares! completion | " echnica UIH AHATT| TG W} |E | |qEn - -
2. Self-attested copy of PAN Card. ] Laes) | Laes) | ey |00 e s : : : Tq'. .64 SO0
3. Attested specimen signature duly verified by the bank in i . 7 - - . Io Lacs) 3 5 y = 6 33 W <hrafer < i o m (H / H) Smm arie 1 i e | (170.23
which the applicant is maintaining the account. L | Constuction and. Any regisired U ATHAUT| HRIG HHRT, AG | A HEAT 67-4059-3855
4. Two passport size coloured photographs. LO86(Link Road) Kmm polae UL
5. Any one photo identity proof, i.e. Voter ID Card/Ration Neeli-B Package No. Railways or faferer & st o @ wiehn wd ffaer & Sew # foga SR faum & Sk dedEe § <% o 9ehd |
y p y p JK04-4553, PMGSY-1V. lent
Card/Driving Licence or any other document submitted at Baich-[0f2026-27, | Thathri | 50082 | 40.05 | 54087 |  0.10 10.82 10months | Ist | 3763026 | 'q(llllalifyi_ng‘ T/~
the time of filling the application form. Do Longie 3 000 Koms O oiooi e srefteor sifvrerar wvfaf,
Ady‘tCOSt ex;lutding Slt)andard Btidding RO NO 262700854-4 ﬁw WU, faw
Sd/- inclusive of GST-Rs. tender for the
Senior Town Planner Gurugram 2 ?liifiiii and Anyvzggr;li(sst.el"ed - -
No. 45457/HRY CirCIG, GuruQram %afvlrllfgljgzc:r(gulr{ig:ﬁ coéltt;?et?[r,l.vlz].th = Corporate ofﬂce: |nde| Monev L|m|ted
llfﬁfkizénﬁﬁ o) PIXEV/V?;ZV(E/ I N De L llird Floor Indel House, Changampuzha Nagar, G 0 L D
PMGSY-1V, Batch-I of equivalent South Kalamassery, Ernakulum -682033 ,
H ARY AN A PUBLI C Izr?jfr_\i;,?)l?sctlr(i_ct Chatro || 50535 | 4762 | 642571  0.10 12.86 Hmonths | Ist | Jiieis eligiljlilllii;t;}]:i?cagria a3 M'ONE Y Ph: 0484-2933999 E:customercare@indelmoney.com AUCTION NOTICE
:tl':'ﬁj' Kishtwar Length 2.600 provided ig the
ol Ay Cost excluding Desment aan The pledgeac, in gpecififj and (tjhe p#bllitclin gene[)al arehherebyzgoggeg &gg‘[ putﬂc Sgctior\lNof the gold ornam?]nts pllgdged in the b?lohw gclgoulnt(sj
: maintenance but tender for the is proposed to be conducted at the following branches on 22-06- at 11:00 am We are auctioning the gold ornaments of the defaulte
SERVICE COMMISSION || || Fouetve of GST-Rs. works. customers who have failed to make the payment of his/her loan amount despite being notified through various communication. Unauctioned
Bays No. 1-10. Block-B. Sector-4. Panchkula [ 3. Construction and Any registered igems hshall b?] auction?d orr]1 any other days without further notice of changes in venue or date and the same shall be displayed at concerned
o 1= - - Maintenance of Road contrator with ranches without any further notice.
’ ’ ’ ot o o Bast ey ADHYAPAK NAGAR - 32904540003088, 0454/03127, 32904770002861, 32904780002878, 32904790003153, 32904800003126,
D Railways or 0480/03155, 32904830003055, 32904850003061, BADARPUR - 40104780000964, 40104790001021, 0479/01022, 0479/01095,
ANNOUNCEMENT el I U AU Y O (U VRN (N VPO -+ 40104830000979, 0483/01060, KARAWAL - 3904780002658, 3300479002745, 0479/02759, 047/02760, 0479/02892, 0475/02900,
atch-I o -27, anihal . . . E . months st eligibility criteria as
Itisi tinuati £ t dated 12.05.2026 vid Block-Banihal, Disrict ot 1100 hours | = Lo e inthe 33904800002737, 0480/02778, 0480/02794, 0480/02854, MAYUR VIHAR - 35004790001098, PANKHA ROAD - 33304800000871,
i e e etant Divteich Ranban Langih 170 S Bdin 0480/00878, 0480/00933, 0480/00974, POOTHKALAN - 3400470002471, 0477/02494, SHAHABAD DIARY - 3310477001366,
which Tevised syHlabus for the posts ol Assistant LASric Ad. Cost axcluting ender Tor e 3310479001388, 0479/01423, MOHAN GARDEN - 33004790001707, 0479/01708, 0479/01709, KIRARI - 33404540001494,
Attorney (Group-B) in the Prosecution Department, inlusve of GST-Rs. otk 33404800001452, HOSIARPUR - 4360454000365, 43604830000343, SHALIMAR GARDEN - 3620480000601, 36204830000628,
Haryana (Advt. No. 18/2025) was issued in compliance of | iBillas __ e BETUL - 34904780001203, 34904800001250, 0480/01322, 34904830001220, 0483/01314, GUNA - 36304770001731, IMAMI GATE -
order dated 23.04.2026 passed by Hon'ble High Court in LPA Lo ot 5o contator i 32204790001245, 32204850001318, ITARSI - 32104790002277, 32104800002215, 0480/02216, 0480/02217, 0480/02218, 0480/02308,
No. 3171 of 2025 and connected LPAs. It was also announced Budgamio PWDICPWD) 32104830002181, KAMLA NAGAR - 34804800003078, MANDIDEEP - 35204830001533, MARIMATA - 32304770001917,
th - - o IK19-4024, PMGSY-IV s o 32304790002030, 0479/02061, PIPARIYA - 46104770000074, RAISEN - 35804540002267, JAWAHAR COLONY - 38904770000918,
at Screening Test for the posts of Assistant District Attorney et il 15069026 quival
B?ozk-B(z)mihal Dis,trict Banihal 40996 32.79 %7 0.10 8.86 10 months Ist at 1100 hours | eli 11?1?:: lcyrliltlegria as 38904790000972’ . e . . .
would be held on 21.06.2026. Ramban Length 1.750 provided in the ILn casg vzlg /fm Lu)nable rEo comlplete the auct|0n|a§d the brﬁnch/(/)n tlf(lje notlflled date, E}he same wﬂl?e ﬁon?ucted Ehrougdh (%hnram %\uto;nall Ir;]d|a
o : I ot Kms Standard Biddin imite on their online e- auction platform https://gold.samil.in or e-Procurement Technologies Limited (AuctionTiger) on their
The. (?ommlssm.n has decided to. mvite fresh applications Ady. Cost exg'udi“g Docunents can- online e- auction platform https://egold.auctiontiger.net on 24-06-2026 between 12.30 PM to 3.30 PM. Please note if the e- auction does
from eligible candidates. The candidates who have already lusts of GST-Rs. e o e not completed on 24-06-2026 the same will be re-auctioned on subsequent working days on the same terms and conditions.
submitted their application forms in response to Advertisement| | fr—ioookas e By Authorized Officer, Indel Money Limited
No. 18/2025 need not apply again, unless they want to Lo oy coptrator with - . T
: : : : Sanigam to PWD/CPWD/ ST - 05946-264331 Z-Ho . pmbridculhld@gmail.com
upda}te/(.:hange any partICUIarS mentl(.)ned in the online ?é?g;%olozlpgﬁégse\;?\'} Railwa};s ? BHIDCUL ﬁm 'J CIN No. : U45203URZ20085GC032591
application form submitted by them earlier. In that case, they Baten 10202627, | o | | e | weor | ono o o || 1062026 oalifying 5
. : . Block-Ramsu, Distric . . . . . at 1100 hours | eligibility criteria as
would have to submit fresh applications. Ramban Length 1550 t S;tgm;i%d Bi-:&éhe a1, 7k, eaw vvs 3 oty Eaatﬁ-‘ta BHRARA G Jerrevs fafnes
Candidates who had not applied earlier in response to Adv, Cost excluding Dosuments can (ST WY 1 995 ) 54§ Snemavs ey s e frm fafies
Advertisement No. 18/2025 can now submit their online nelusive of GST-Rs. ok aftdrern $omé-wearh, $ord arater : e ¥R, B8 urd, Mosllo—ad garh, g, Hhra-263130
application form. AR L E . e
It is informed that the online application link will remain 1. (a) The Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website http://pmgsytendersjk.gov.in VS : 971/Rwgn/Eey m"'llg;am { ] e i
: from 1400 Hrs. on 21-05-2026 to 12-06-2026 (1700Hrs.). e sgeen (fBeia e
active from 25.05.2026 upto 5.00 P.M on 29.05.2026. ) _ ' ) ) _ _
Candidates should submit their online application form within (b) The Bids shall be deposited online only in electronic format on the website wErlen TouaE, Javara, § a A e P fﬁw ara g frm ¥ wafhaa Avi- ) (02 Wy T
the said period http://pmgsytendersjk.gov.in from 1000 Hrs. on 23-05-2026 (1100 Hrs.) to 12-06-2026 o fofa 1:"""‘“ o) ¥ m A e dadare/o @ e ' o g-fe feen @ ana W
' . . . (1700Hrs.). 15‘“‘_11?1” —|-1ﬁllﬂll;' srafim k- _
) All “other - terms lgj‘zdozcondlgons as mentloneg ‘g (c) A Pre bid meeting will be held on 22-05-2026 at 1200 Hrs. 5 | ratn Name of Project Estimated Cost | Earnest [Cost of Tender | Times
vertisement No. > and announcement date (d) Technical Qualification Part of Bids will be opended online 1100 Hrs. on 15-06-2026 o, "% NO- including (GST | Money | Document | pariod
12.05.2026 shall remain unchanged. 2. The date and time of opening of Financial Bids shall be notified on Web Site ' & all Taxes) {in Lac) | (in lac) (in Rs.)
The Screening Test for the posts of Assistant District http://pmgsytendersjk.gov.in. 1 | BRIDCUL/ | urme—asrsite & fiem wvs A000
Attorney would now be held on 05.07.2026 & the Subject| |3 For complete information refer to the bidding document. HLD/O2/ FATEATT W WT WU 58.22 1.16 IE%E =8 06 HIE
Knowledge Test will be held on 09.08.2026 4. For further details kindly visit out website http://pmgsytendersjk.gov.in el SREG-27 WETTH B AT o |
Sd/- e fAfte Tva sreadrs w $ wee i 25.05.2026, 9E 03.00 901 g Pt @ B 9
Deputy Secretary 3d/- aiftr ffl 08.06.2026 3R 03.00 w9 T B Sudes @ wasa | aftia PR el g e
Haryana Public Service| |No: PMGSY/SE/B/1200-1274 Superintending Engineer PMGSY Circle Batote fafirer wos @ fell i wae @ witad anfe @i e Jawse https://uktenders.gov.in T ST Bl
No. 45453/HR C ission P hkul Dated:-20-05-2026 For and on behalf of The Government s B i i o e i W ?ﬁl?ﬂ s e sE w g sifersme g
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e CROSSWORD 5995
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ACROSS DOWN
1Theirinspirationis an 1 Erasmus possibly creates
advantage in writing (5) friction (7)
4 Clue far from being 2 Go off quietly as a thief will do?
accurate (7) (5.4)

8 Prosecute for wrong use (3)
9 Keep dark for adefined

3 Very distant until now (2,3)
4 Decay that is breaking up

period (9) vehicles (6)

10 Spread out and blow up (7) 5 Stop working having become
11 An award for tidiness (5) exhausted (3,4)

13 Upset the drawer and get the 6 It causes obscurity often in
money (6) banks (3)

15 Unguarded runway is 7 Put out an alert afterwards (5)
destroyed (6) 12 His work is play (9)

18 Subtle publicity featuring girl 14 He used to fight in company
in the woods (5) rated disorderly (7)

19 Make-up helps mother hide a 16 Longed for time to take up
blemish (7) study? (7)

17 A rule the British once had (6)
18 Either way you can play it (5)

21 Considering retribution (9)
23 Man in a mix-up (3)

24 It could restore respect for a 20 Some characters give
beliefin ghosts (7) autographs (5)

25 Had quite enough of 22 People said to be waiting for a
disgruntled dates (5) hint (3)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5994 ACROSS: 1Fire escape, 8 Prong, 9 Eardrum,
10 Oddment, 11 Abhor, 12 Scribe, 14 Asleep, 17 Cabal, 19 Teashop, 21 Naughty,
22 Occur, 23 Separately DOWN: 2 In order, 3 Eagle, 4 Svelte, 5 Airways, 6
Earth, 7 Emery paper, 8 Poor second, 13 Bellhop, 15 Ethical, 16 Stayer, 18
Blues, 20 About

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the
answer for the given quip.

A______isbased on knowledge and not on numbers. - Plato (4,8)
NZEOO EHOCNS

® 00 ® 0 0
CNIIO EERDDG

o9 @ ® 00

01e|d - "SIaqWINU U0 Jou pue 86pa |Mou| Uo paseq s UoIsioap poob v :YyIMSNY
abpaiq ‘ussoyQ ‘aJuo| ‘8uozQ :SNOILNTOS |

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr. P.C./84 BNSS)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
Kingsley Chinedu Udeofor S/o Udeofor R/o H. No. 21, Gali No.
06, Laxmi Vihar, Uttam Nagar, Delhi has committed (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence in FIR No. 89/2014 U/s 21(c) NDPS
ACT & 14 Foreigners ACT, PS Crime Branch, Delhi and it has
been returned to warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said
accused Kingsley Chinedu Udeofor cannot be found and whereas
it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Kingsley
Chinedu Udeofor has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that
Kingsley Chinedu Udeofor in FIR No. 89/2014 U/s 21(c) NDPS
ACT & 14 Foreigners ACT, PS Crime Branch, Delhi is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or before
03.07.2026.

By order

Shri Satvir Singh Lamba
Special Judge (NDPS)
Room No. 132

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/6652/Crime/2026

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused

Nwosu Theophilus Ndubuisi, S/o Paul Nwosu, Rie: H.No. R-3,
B-10, Ground Floor, Mohan Garden, Uttam Nagar, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case
FIR No. 26372018, U/s 21 NDPS Act, P.5.: Civil Lines, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said accused Nwosu Theophilus Ndubuisi cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Nwosu Theophilus Ndubuisi has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Nwosu Theophilus
Ndubuisi accused of case FIR No. 263/2018, Uis 21 NDPS Act, P.5.;
Civil Lines, Delhi and is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 07.07.2026.

By Order

Sh. Virender Singh
Special Judge (NDPS) Central
Room No. 222, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/6343/N/2026
[Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Gulab Mohammad & Gulab ldresh, Sio: Mohd. Kalam @ Darji Rfe: (1) H, No
172, Vishnu Garden, Tagore Garden, Delhd, {2): H. No. 1A-512, Sharda Enclave,
near Gaurl Shankar Enclave, Kiran Suleman Magar, Delhi, (3): H.No. 166-A, Kh.
Mo, 46/9/1/2, Second Floor, Sharda Vats Enclave, Street No. 2, near Gaur
Shankar Enclave, Sharda Enclave, Prem Nagar Phass-ll, Kiran Sulernan Nagar,
North East District, Delhi has committed {or & suspected fo have committed) the
offence in case CTJCC Nl Act No. 3731118, Wis 138 Nl Act, P.5.: Rajouri Garden,
Delhi and it hasbeen returned to a warrant of arrast thareupon issued that the
sald accused Gulab Mohammad @ Gulab ldresh cannot be found and whereas
it has been shown to my safisfaction that the said accused Gulab Mohammad @
Gulab ldresh has absconded (or is concealing himsalf fo avaid the service of the
saidwarrant),

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Gulab Mohammad @ Gulab
Idresh accused of offenca in case CTJCC NI Act No. 3731118, Uis 138 NI Act,
P.5.: Rajouri Garden, Delhi and is required fc appear before this Court to
answer the sald complaint on or bafore 03.07.2026

By Order

Ms. Poonam Singh

Judicial Magistrate First Class (NI Act)-04, West
Room No. 4, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DPES11IWDI2026
(Court Matter)

e OVERTHE HEDGE

WHY DO YOU THINK

e CALVIN & HOBBES

BY MICHAEL FRY & T LEWIS
MUSTER OUR
SELF ~DISCIPLINE AND BUY ABIGGER TV,
WILLPOWER AND... ;

I REQUEST
PERMISSICN TO
REVISE AND EXLISE
MY REMARRKS.

STk By T e, [ b A A il el

BY BILL WATTERSON

T NEED HELP ON My

A NOUN THAT LOST
HOMEWORK., WHATS A

ITS AMATEUR STATUS.
M —

\

S it RS i L hﬁmmé:aﬁﬁ

MAYBE I CAN GET A
ORIGINALITY.
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BY TOM ARMSTRONG
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Head INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE (ITBP)
Constable 22 May, 2026
Midhin M.S. |ITBP salutes its braveheart Head

Constable Midhin M.S. of 49th Battalion,
who made the supreme sacrifice in the
line of duty on this day in Arunachal
Pradesh in 2017.

Vill.- Mulavana
'] Distt.- Kollam
' (Kerala)

TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED

(A Government of Andhra Pradesh Underiaking & an 180 27001-2022 Carliied Company)
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The APTRANSCO invites bids online for Spec.No.PMM12-e-
39/2026: 220kV Metering Current Transformers, Creepage -
31mm/kV. Date & Time of availability of above tender: 22.05.2026
at 5:00 PM, Website: www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in.
Contact No.CE/MTransmission; 0866-2429230.

RO No GMCC/APTRANZCOMA26-27  sdi- CHIEF ENGINEERI TRANSMISSION

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
SH. SINGH RAN YADAYV, SECOND IN COMMAND
25.09.1961 - 22.05.1999
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security

.
. |Force remember its gallant officer Sh. Singh Ran Yadav,
J Second in Command on his Balidan Diwas. On this
. lday, he sustained fatal bullet injuries while fighting

militants in Barpeta, Assam and made ultimate sacrifice inthe line of duty.

SUB INSPECTOR H B GAUR

06.12.1953 - 22.05.2002
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security
Force remember its gallant Subordinate officer Sub
Inspector H B Gaur on his Balidan Diwas. On this day,
he sustained fatal bullet injuries in Counterpart firing
in area of BOP Manihari, Samba (Jammu) and made
ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable Solanki Mehulbhai
Nandlalbhai of 210 CoBRA Bn, who
made the supreme sacrifice while bravely
combating Maoists during an operation
in the forest area of Tumrel, district
o 22-05-2025 Bijapur, Chhattisgarh on 22 May 2025. In
this operation one maoist was neutralized. #CRPF salutes the
braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani
Constable
Solanki
Mehulbhai
Nandlalbhai
#1210 CoBRA Bn
04-04-1992 To

.

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Letter No.-DRM/IC/AGRA/PAY & USE/POLICY/Z018 Dated:-20.05. 2026

E-Auction Notica

On Behalf of the Prasident of India, The Sr. Owisional Commearcial Manager-
Morth Central Railway-Agra Invites E-Auclion as per calegones given as under,-
Category : Cloak Hr:-r.'-m[ Auction Catalogue No. ; Cloak-AF-26-01

Asset Detalls : Manning of Cloak Foom on Operafion and Maintenance (O&M)
basis alAgra Forl Railway Station

E-Auction Start Date and time ; Date—05.06 2026 Time ; 12:45, E-Auction End
Date and Time : Date—-05.06_2024 Tims © 13:15. Mote : Prospective bidders are
requested fo visit E-Auction Leasing Module on IREPS website
(wranwvireps.govin), The Lot-wise details are available thesein under the above

1140126 (D)

mentionad Calalegus Mumber.

[_f] Morth central railways G5 www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in || i@ CPROMNCR

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF PERSONS ACCUSED
(See Section 82 Cr PC/84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita-2023)

Whereas complaint has bean made before ma that iwo accused persons
namely (1) Suresh @ Golu Slo Pappu Rio H.No. 618, Trilokpuri,
Kalyanpuri, Delhi (2) Ashish & Multani @ Bakri @ Fatichar S/o
Manak Chand Rfo H.No. 6/248, Trilokpuri, Kalyanpuri, Delhi have
committed (or is suspecied to have committed ) the offencein case E-FIR No.
33056/2020 Dated 19.12.2020 U/s 379/411/34 IPC at PS: Jagatpuri,
Delhi and it has been returned 1o 2 warrant of arrest theraupon issuad that
the said accused (1) Suresh @ Golu (2) Ashish @ Multani @ Bakri @
Fatichar can not be found and whereas it has been shown o my
satisfaction that the said accused (1) Suresh @ Golu (2) Ashish @
Multani @ Bakri @ Fatichar have absconded (or are concealing themself
to avoed the service of the said warrant), Proclamation is hereby made thal
the said accusad (1) Suresh @ Golu (2) Ashish @ Multani @ Bakri @
Fatichar of E-FIR No. 33056/2020 Date 19.12.2020 U/s 379/411/34 IPC
of PS: Jagatpuri, Delhi is required to appear before this court to

answerthe said complainton orbefore 25.06.2026. By order
Anushtha Srivastava

Judicial Magistrate First Class-05
Shahdara Distt. Room No. 07,

DP/6617/SHD/2026 Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

BRI ender No.: 2026-May-02-01
BY Tender No.: 2026-May-02-02
ETM‘IdH‘ Mo.: Z2026-May-02-03
Y Tender No.: 2026-May-02-04

B Tender No.: 2026-May-02-05

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 CrPC / 84 Bhartiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Subham @ Lambu S/o Sanjay, Rfo C-375, Balbir Vihar,
Kirari Suleman Nagar, Delhi, has committed (or is suspected Lo
have committed) the offence in FIR No. 66/2024, U/S
392/411/34 IPC, PS Aman Vihar, Rohini Distt., Delhi and it has i
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the |
said accused Subbam @ Lambu cannot be found, and |
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the salid |
accused Subham @ Lambu has absconded (or is concealing |
himselfto avoid the service of the said warrant);
Froclamation is hereby made that subham @@ Lambu the said
accused of FIR No. 66/2024, U/S 392/411/34 IPC, PS Aman
Vihar, Rohini Distt., Delhi, is required to appear before this |
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 31.07.2026.
By Order |
Ms. Shagun |
Judicial Magistrate First Class,
(Morth-West), Courl No.-109, 1s! Floor, |
Rohini Courts, Delhi |

DP/6611/RD/2026
{Courl Matter)

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tendering Motice Mo.: 2026-May-02 Dated: 200052026
E-TENDERING NOTICE

Divisional Railway Manager (Engineering}, M.C. Rly Agra for and on behalf of
the President of India invites "Open Tender” through on Line only
(E-Tendenng) for tha following works. Tha details of the lendarare as under;

Approx Cost Rs.: 11084303.87

of CMS crossings under the jurisdiction

Description of work: Reconditioning
of Sr. DEN-LAgra.

Approx Cost Rs.: 9424445.86
4th liree bnt the jurisdiction of SSEPway/!

Description of work: Maintenance of
PWL under ADENMTJ-I

Approx Cost Rs.: 9999470, 20

Description of work: Mathura Jn.- Upgradation of CEW Depﬂ{ﬂulldmgs and
associated infrastructure st MTJ

Approx Cost Rs.: 43658409.78

Description of work: Provision of goods siding at Govindgarh station with
connecting lime no. 3at bothends.

Approx Cost Rs.: 13199482 45

Description of work: (A} Baad-Developmeantof Scrap Yard al Tank Wagon
Depot Baad (B) Construction of Approach Road for TW Shed and Toilet
in TRO Depot;

For full detaits and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website

“warw, ireps.govin® upio 1500 hrson 10.06. 2026 1150026 (ADM

‘E::;E:; @ CPRONCR

[£] Morth central railways @ www.ncrindianrailways.gov.in

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

*ROYALSTARS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): This is a highly creative day for
you. It’s great for the arts and wonderful for tapping into
your creative talents. It’s a fantastic day to schmooze. How-
ever, it'san accident-prone day. Tonight: Socialise.

fY‘l

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Keep an eye on your money.
You might find or lose it. Protect what you own against loss,
theft or damage. It’s a good day to make money plans but
not to act. Don’t spend money today except for food and
gas. Tonight: Relax at home.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Today you feel excited and
impulsive. Please note that this energy can be accident-
prone. Think before you act. Agree to nothing important.
A discussion with someone older might help you.
Tonight: Discussions.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Thisis arestless day for
you — no question. However, you will be diplomatic and
charming. Don’t shop today except for food and gas. There
isaMoon Alert all day. Background research might be help-
ful. Tonight: Maintain your belongings.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Today you have an edge over
everyone else. However, there isa Moon Alert in effect all
day. Restrict spending to food and gas. Plans with a group
or afriend might change. You also might meet someone
unusual. Tonight: You're strong.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Unpredictable events might
take place. People in authority might catch you off guard.
Or something else might occur that sends you in a new di-
rection. Postpone important decisions and restrict spend-
ing to food and gas today. Tonight: Seek privacy.

m

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Travel plans might suddenly
change today. You might meet someone unusual. Agree to
nothing important. Restrict spending to food and gas.
Tonight: Enjoy friends.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 -NOV 23): Keep an eye on banking
and shared property, because something unexpected
mightimpact your assets. You're high-viz. Postpone impor-
tant decisions and shopping. Be patient with partners and
close friends. Tonight: You’re admired.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): A partner or close
friend might throw a curveball your way today. Some of you
might meet someone who is unusual. Discussions about
kids, vacations and social plans might take place, but
agree to nothing important. Tonight: Learn and explore.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Your work routine will be
interrupted today. This is an accident-prone day for pets.
Be vigilant. Relations with those who are close are smooth
but don’t agree to long-range plans. Wait until tomorrow.
Tonight: Check your finances.s.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): Parents should know this is
an accident-prone day for your kids. Be vigilant. Social
plans might be cancelled or you might receive an unex-
pected invitation. Be willing to compromise. Tonight:
Listenand be reasonable.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Small appliances might break
down. Someone unexpected might appear at your door.
Discussions about money or spending might take place,
but don’t act upon your ideas. Wait until tomorrow after the
Moon Alert is over. Tonight: Get better organised.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
Tender Notice

ar, [hvisional Moechanical Engamesr, Morherm Rallway, Trainsel Depod, Shakurbast;

for and om behalf of President of indig, Invites GeM (hitps-gem.gov in} for the under

nivted wiork,

Tender No GEM/2026/B/7558834
Provisson for Compeehensive Annual Malineonance Contrac
far Roof Mounted Package AC Uil (BMPLU) systam of SPIGs
FRAMLE Mo of Trainset Depol. Shakurbasti for a perod of Thirty Sie Manths
(Manpower + Mabtarials),

Approximate Cosl ¥ 55,42.588,00 including GST

Earnest money < 1,16,500.00

Completion period of the work 36 Months

Diate and time for opening of tender 08 D6 2026 at 17-30

© Websito particulars notice board
location complete details of tender
can be sean

Shove tender is available on Geb sile
i.a. (https:igam.govin) wef 19052026

Mo, 25.3.1023.T$D.$$E Davted; 20.05.2026 1602026

Serving Customers With A Smile

New Delhi

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF OPHTHALMOLOGY,

..-‘."hﬁ
@E MINTO OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, BENGALURU
Bangalore Medical College & Research Institute
(An Autonomous Institute of Govt. of Karnataka)
Phone: 080-26707176; E-mail: mintobangalore@gmail.com

No.: RIO/MOH/Sup(2)/81/2025-26 Date: 21.05.2026
E- DER NOTIFICATION

E-tender has been invited as per Karnataka Transparency in
Public Procurements act 1999 for the Purchase of Medical
Equipment which is required for Regional Institute of
Ophthalmology, Minto Ophthalmic Hospital, BMCRI.

The tender documents can be downloaded from
e-procurement website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
from 21.05.2026 and last date for submission of tenders
through e-procurement website is: 20.06.2026 up to 5:00 pm.
Tenders submitted without the prescribed E.M.D. will
be rejected. For further details please contact: Director,
Regional Institute of Ophthalmology, Minto Ophthalmic
Hospital, BMCRI, Bengaluru. Sd/-, Director

Regional Institute of Ophthalmology,
Minto Ophthalmic Hospital, BMCRI

v

lul!..-""-

DIPR/CP/LC/768/2026-27

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
KBK-II MINOR IRRIGATION CIRCLE, JEYPORE
(E-mail ID: sekbkmi2@gmail.com)
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

e-Procurement Notice
e-Procurement Notice No. ACEKBK-IIMIC-02/2026-27

32001/259/2627

Letter No.650 Dated. 19-05-2026

The Additional Chief Engineer, KBK-II, Minor Irrigation Circle, Jeypore on behalf of Governor of
Odisha invites Percentage rate bids in Double cover system through Online Mode. The bid
documents consisting of work, Estimated Cost, Cost of Tender Paper, Time of Completion, Class of
Contractor, set of terms and conditions of the contract and other necessary documents can be seen in
e-procurement portal https://tendersodisha.gov.in

: | Construction of “Berla Check Dam” over Local
Nalla in Narayanpatna Block of Koraput District
under MATY 3.0 for the year 2026-27

101 (One) Nos.
: .Approximately varies from Rs.101.54 Lakh.

1 [Name of work

Total No. of works

Tender cost

Class of Contractor : | As mentioned against work

Period of completion : | As mentioned against work

: |From 10.00 AM on 25.05.2026 and upto
5.00 PM on 08.06.2026 Document in portal

: .Upto 5.00 PM on 08.06.2026 Document in portal

: At 11:00 AM on 09.06.2026 in website
(www.tendersodisha.gov.in)

- | Additional Chief Engineer, O/o ACE, K.B.K-II,
M.L Circle, Jayanagar, Jeypore-764005

AN | B LN

Date and time of availability of Bid

7 |Last date / time for receipt of Bid

8 |Date / Time of opening of Technical
Bid
9 |Name and Address Officer

10 [Mode of Payment of Bid cost and : | Online

Bid security.
Further details can be seen from the Government of Odisha Website:

11

www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer

OIPR- 32001/32512/1/26-27/0002 K.B.K-II, M.L.Circle, Jeypore
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Willget to know
nextyear:
(Gaikwad on
Dhoni's future

1
i
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MS Dhoni during a lap of honour
in Chennai on Monday. pri

Express News Service
Chennai, May 21

THE FUTURE of MS Dhoni at
Chennai Super Kings remains
uncertain, with skipper Ruturaj
Gaikwad admitting that even
the dressing room does not yet
know whether the veteran will
return for IPL 2027.

“You and I'll get to know it
next year,” Gaikwad said after
CSK’s crushing 89-run defeat to
Gujarat Titans in Ahmedabad
on Thursday. “It’s a hard miss
for us. He can come in those
late overs and change the game
just by staying in the crease.
Never know about next season,
but really happy with the guys
we have,” Gaikwad added.

Dhoni did not play a single
gameinIPL2026. The 44-year-
old was initially expected to
miss only the opening two
weeks of the season while re-
covering from a calf injury.
However, the former India cap-
tain never returned toaction as
the tournament progressed.

Things worsened when
Dhoni suffered a thumb injury
ahead of CSK’s clash against
Lucknow Super Giants in Luck-
now, further complicating any
hopesofacomeback duringthe
second half of the campaign.

“I can confirm Dhoni is not
here (Ahmedabad) with the
team, but if we do happen to
qualify, he’ll definitely join back
upwiththesquad. He’s got a bit
of a sore thumb. He’s recover-
ing nicely, but he won’t be
ready for this match. If we man-
age to get through to the
playoffs, hopefully he’ll be al-
right,” CSK batting coach Mike
Hussey had said.

Havingbeenruled outatthe
start of the season for two
weeks due to a calf injury,
Dhoni then decided to sit out
matches even after regaining
fitness because he didn’t want
to take a spot from Kartik
Sharma, whoisbeing groomed
for the next season. But with
the injuries mounting in the
camp and around the time
Jamie Overton left for home
with a thigh injury, a spot had
open up and Dhoni was sup-
posed to travel to Lucknow for
their away fixture.

However, a thumb injury
that Dhoni sustained in a prac-
tice session ruled him out.
Though he tried to get into the
XII for their last home match
against Sunrisers Hyderabad,
when their qualification fate
was in their own hands, he
pulled out because he wasn’t
100 per cent fit.

Having not chosen to travel
to any of the venues on match
days, Dhoni made a rare ap-
pearance at the Chepauk on
Monday. Though he left the
team hotel with the rest of the
players, he made his entry into
the field only during the in-
nings break for a photograph.
And once the match was over,
Dhoni took a lap of honour.

END OF THEROAD

CSK hit the Titans iceberg

A ruthless display with bat and ball
from Shubman Gill and Coends a
forgettable season for Super Kings

SYNOPSIS: Top-heavy
Titans crush CSK bow-
ling before their bowling
class put an end to their
season in an emphatic
mannet.

Tushar Bhaduri
New Delhi, May 21

GUJARAT TITANS seem to be
getting into the groove at the
perfecttime. An all-round awe-
some performance put the
Chennai Super Kings out of
their misery as the five-time
champions were thrashed by
89 runs. A target of 230 was al-
ways going to be too high
againstabowling attack of GT's
class, and CSK’s sorry season
ended with being bowled out
inside 14 overs.

Openers shut case

They or their strokeplay are
unlike anything expected of a
typical T20 opening partner-
ship these days. But Sai Sudhar-
san and Shubman Gill continue
toget thejob done, while being
easy on the eye. Thursday
brought their seventh century
partnership in the IPL, as they
set up Gujarat Titans' impres-
sive victory over Chennai Super
Kings, that put the latter finally
out of playoff contention.

It’s not that Sai and Gill did-
n't improvise or play around
with the bowlers' lines and
length. But there was no slog-
ging — in fact, on the rare occa-
sionsthey tried something out-
side their regular repertoire, it
didn't work out.

T20 cricket is a format
largely associated with big hits
and sixes. But the two shots that
showcased Gill's class came in
the second over of the match.
Aussie left-armer Spencer
Johnson offered a bit of room

and the Titans skipper stood
tall tothe hard-length ball. The
bat made contact at the precise
moment to impart the opti-
mum timing and the ball sped
past point to the boundary.

Later in the over, Gill played
a delightful front-foot straight
drive to a delivery that was not
quite a half-volley, but the tim-
ing and placement had
watchers drooling. It was the
captain who made most of the
early running, but Sai was bid-
ing his time. His consistency
belies thelaw of averages in this
format—Thursday’s knock was
his fifth consecutive half-cen-
tury of the tournament and
seventhinhislasteightvisitsto
the crease.

The leg-side arc is the pre-
ferred scoring area for most
batters in the shortest format,
and the CSK bowlers tried to
deny them that outlet. But Gill
and Sai were a couple of steps
ahead of them, repeatedly mak-
ing room to hit through and
over the offside. It was only
when left-arm wrist-spinner
Noor Ahmad came on that the
cow corner was targeted. The
125-run stand in a little over 12
overs was match-defining and
CSK skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad
was left to rue not challenging
a caught-behind not-out ver-
dict relatively early on against
Gill.

Buttler backs up

When Jos Buttler is in full
flow, it's tough to imagine that
thisbatter couldn't buy arunnot
too long ago. The IPL seems to
have liberated the England vet-
eran, who must be considered
one of the greats of the format.
He arrived in the middle in the
13th over, but still managed an
unbeaten 57 off just 27 balls.
That unfettered bat-swing
made good contact with the ball
onThursday and it was sentinto

Siraj does an imitation of Cristiano Ronaldo’s ‘Siuuu’ celebration after dismissing Gaikwad. ani

eIPLtable

[Teams [M [W L [P [ NRR |
'RCB(Q)|13 ]9 [4 [18]1.065 |
'GT(Q) |14]9 |5 |18 0695 |
ISRH(Q)[13 |8 |5 [16|0.350 |
'RR 137 |6 140083 |
'PBKS |13 /6 |6 [13]0.227 |
'KKR  [13]6 |6 |13 /0.011 |
ICSK(E) (14 |6 |8 [12]-0.345 |
DC  [13]6 |7 |12 |-0871 |
IMI(E) [13|4 [9 |8 [-0510]
'LSG(E) (134 |9 |8 |-0702 |

the crowd on four occasions.
Buttler didn't indulge in any
cute ramps and focused his at-
tention in front of the wicket
and square of it, after tickling a
leg-side offering to fine-leg on
the first ball he faced.

In his element, Buttler
makes finding boundaries rid-
iculously easy. That's why heis
equally effective outside the
Powerplay. Hitting sixes seems
child's play even though he
doesn't come across as a
heavily-built man. Two step-
hits over wide long-on off Noor

got him going, but he also
seemed to find gapsin the field
almost at will.

The wide yorker is aball no-
toriously difficult to hit, if the
bowler gets it right. Buttler
stays deep in the crease and
hammers the ball through
cover. If Titans' opening part-
nership regularly puts the op-
position on the back foot, what
follows them often sucks the
life out of bowlers, effortlessly.

Attack, in every sense

‘Batters win sponsorships,
bowlers win championships’.

This is an adage often re-
peatedincricket, andit'satem-
plate that Titans seem to follow
to a T. That's what makes an
above-average total almostim-
possible for an opposition to
chase down against their bow-
ling might.

And their attack isn't made
up of many so-called T20 ex-
perts. The likes of Mohammed
Siraj, Kagiso Rabada, Jason
Holder and Rashid Khan-even
Prasidh Krishna - will not be out
of place in any format of the
game. The lengths Sirajand Ra-
bada bowl with the new ball is

akintowhat maybe seeninthe
first morning of a Test. Siraj
snared Sanju Samson first ball
with one that shaped away and
took the outside edge on its way
to the wicketkeeper, before he
hit the top of Gaikwad's off-
stump. Urvil Patel's leg-side
hoick betrayed desperation.

Rabada's extra pace makes
the big hit a risky proposition,
and Rashid's accuracy and vari-
ations are too much to handle
forlate-order batters. They, like
Siraj, finished with three
wickets apiece.

Butany hopes that CSK may
have had tochasedown 229 and
stay alive were dashed by Siraj's
opening burst. Shivam Dube
tried to inject some jeopardy in
the middle overs with a 17-ball
47, but it couldn't have lasted
long against such a high-class
attack.

BRIEF SCORES:GT 229/4in
20 ovs(Sai Sudharsan 84,
Shubman Gill 64, Jos
Buttler 57 n.o.) bt CSK140
alloutin13.4 ovs (Shivam
Dube 47; Rashid Khan 3/18,
Mohammed Siraj 3/26,
Kagiso Rabada 3/32) by 89
runs.

Bhuvneshwar finds new ways to take wickets at 36

Tanishq Vaddi
Hyderabad, May 21

THE 2016 IPL final at Chinnas-
wamy. Bhuvneshwar Kumarin
orange, winning the trophy for
Sunrisers Hyderabad. Nine
years later, same ground, differ-
ent jersey — this time Royal
Challengers Bengaluru's
maiden title. Two franchises,
two championships, and a ca-
reer that refuses to follow the
arc most fast bowlers trace.

Swingingtheball was never
something Bhuvneshwar had
tolearn.

It came naturally. His in-
swingers and outswingers were
a puzzle for batters even in the
shortest format, where the
white ball and its seam have
rarely been kind to fast bowlers.
Over 11 years, he evolved from
a swinging new-ball bowler
into a death bowling specialist
— nailing yorkers in the final
overs, winning two Purple
Caps, becoming as complete a
T20 bowler as you will find.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar has
adapted to the changing
demands of the game. ani

The secret was length. To
swing the ball, you pitch it up.
But at SRH, Bhuvneshwar dis-
covered that the fuller de-
liveries were not always his

most fruitful.

Thereal damage came from
slightly behind — 6 to 8 metres
— that corridor where batters
do not know whether to drive
or cut, whether to go forward or
stay back. The ball swung from
there. He picked up 81 of his 157
SRH wickets bowling at that
length.

His final memorable spell at
Uppal came against Rajasthan
Royalsin2024— 3for41,and a
masterclass in the craft. Jos
Buttler was on the back foot to
cut, the ball full and swinging
back in, taking the edge to slip.
Sanju Samson got a delivery
not quite full enough to drive,
stayed back, pushed his bat in
front of his pads, and watched
the ball swing in sharply to up-
root the stumps.

But 2024 was also the sea-
son the batters began finding
answers.

Bhuvneshwar picked up 11
wickets at an economy 0f 9.35 -
his worst at SRH since joining
the franchise.

When Bhuvneshwar moved
to RCB, finding swing at Chin-
naswamy was never goingtobe
easy. Last year was decent - 17
wickets - but the economy sat at
9.29, still high.

So he adapted again. At
SRH, when he varied his
length, he tended to go fuller -
2 to 6 metres, the traditional
swingbowler's territory, his sec-
ond-best wicket-taking length
there with 28. At RCB this sea-
son, he hasgone shorter-8to10
metres. The good length is still
there, but the variations have
shifted back.

Experienced operator

The results tell the story. At
the 8 to 10 metre length, he is
averaging 16.5 and going at an
economy of 6.7.

At the 6 to 8 metre length,
the average is 20.5 and the
economy 7.6. The shorter
length isworking better, and he
is using it with the kind of cun-
ning that only comes from ex-
perience.

The Tristan Stubbs wicket
showed exactly how. Stubbs
was set up for something fuller,
bat ready for the drive. He got
the 8 to 10 metre delivery in-
stead, held his line, and
watched the ball swing away
fromalengthatwhichithad no
business swinging - the outside
edge flying to slip. For Axar
Patel, the 6 to 8 metre trap was
laid first before the fuller one
undid him.

Usingyorkerearly

Andthen thereisthe yorker.
At 36, Bhuvneshwar's yorker is
going at just 5 runs conceded,
compared to 6.9 at SRH.

He is using it more with the
new ball this season too — de-
ployed earlier, a weapon that
most bowlers reserve for the
death.

At 36, in his second fran-
chise, on a ground that offers
him nothing, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar is still taking wickets.
The method has changed. The
results haven't.

* BRIEFLY

In the absence of aninjured Alcaraz, Sinner is the favourite. riLe

Sinner has favourable path at
French Open; Novak’s tougher

WORLD NUMBER one Jannik Sinner will open his French
Open campaign against French wildcard Clement Tabur
after Thursday’s draw handed the Italian top seed a favour-
able-looking path through the top half of the men’s singles
bracket. Sinner, the overwhelming favourite for the titlein
Paris, could meet another Frenchman in 30th seed Coren-
tin Moutet in the third round and, if the seedings hold, Ca-
nadian Felix Auger-Aliassime in the semi-finals. Twenty-
four-time Grand Slam champion Novak Djokovic faces a far
more testingroute after being drawn against big-serving
Frenchman Giovanni Mpetshi Perricard in the opening

round. REUTERS

Kushwahato
captain India in
U18 Asia Cup

FORWARD KETAN
Kushwahawas on Thursday
appointed captain of the
Indian team for the
upcoming Ul8 hockey Asia
Cup from May 29toJune 6
in Kakamigahara. The
squad was selected after a
rigorous national coaching
camp at Udhav Das Mehta
(Bhaiji) Central Centre at
SAIBhopal under the
team's coachingstaff com-
prising Sardar Singh and
Rajnish Mishra. The team's
preparationsincluded a
high-profile four-match
series against the Australia
U-18team in Bhopal as part
of an exposure tour. PTI

Maguire left out
of Eng’s World
Cupsquad

MANCHESTER UNITED de-
fender Harry Maguire has
beenleft out of England's
squad for this year's World
Cup. The center back con-
firmedin asocial media
post Thursday that heis not
part of Thomas Tuchel's
roster for the tournamentin
the United States, Canada
and Mexico, saying he was
"shocked and gutted" by the
decision. Tuchel will con-
firm his squad on Friday. AP

Germany recalls
’keeper Neuer
out of retirement

VETERAN GOALKEEPER
Manuel Neuer hasbeen
coaxed out of retirement for
the World Cup by Germany
coach Julian Nagelsmann.
The 40-year-old Neuer re-
tired after the 2024
European Championship
butwasincluded in Nagels-
mann's squad for the
upcomingtournamentin
Canada, Mexico and the
United States.His inclusion
isablow to Hoffenheim
goalkeeper Oliver
Baumann, who was assured
hewasthe No.1. AP

CWG Day tobe
celebrated on
May 24

Shooter Anjum Modgil and
badminton player Trupti
Murgunde willbe among
the sporting starsin atten-
dance when the country cel-
ebrates the Commonwealth
Games Day on May 24 with
the main eventin Ahmeda-
bad. The 75th edition of Fit
India Sundays on Cycle will
be heldin Ahmedabad on
May 24 “in the spirit of the
Commonwealth Games
movement, celebrating
sportsmanship, unity, fit-
ness and national pride,”
the sports ministry stated
on Thursday. Sports Min-
ister Mansukh Mandaviya
will lead the event. PTI

Lustrinelli
named Union
Berlin coach

Union Berlin has appointed
Mauro Lustrinelli —aman
—asthe successor to Marie-
Louise Eta, the Bundesliga's
first female head coach.
Lustrinelli, who led unher-
alded Thun to the Swiss
championship ayear after
leadingitto promotion,
agreed totake over at Union
for next season, the club an-
nounced on Thursday with-
outdivulging thelength of
his contract. AP

Caruanabeats
Praggon
dramatic day

INDIA’S R Praggnanandhaa
losthisfirstgameinthe
Super Chess Classic after
being defeated by Fabiano
Caruana of the United
Statesinthe seventh round
ofthetournament thatisa
part of the Grand Chess tour
in Bucharest. Praggnanand-
haa's firstlossinthe tourna-
ment almost threw him out
of contention for atop place
finish. The Indian started
with the Queen pawn open-
ingand faced the Ragozine
variationinthe Queen's
gambit declined. PTI

e MALAYSIA MASTERS

Funding own comeback after meniscus surgery, Ashmita finds her feet again

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, May 21

RIGHT BEFORE Ashmita
Chaliha defeated Goh Jin Wei,
the Malaysian opponent
known for her own sparkly
jump smashes, the Indian was
deliberating on how to resched-
ule her flight back to India. On
her comeback from a middle
meniscus tear surgery and
rehab of the last 8 months, the
Assamese 26-year-old hadn’t
considered she might play the
quarterfinals of the Super 500
Malaysia Masters.

The 21-13, 21-16 victory
earned in quick time, just 27
minutes over the Malaysian
crowd’s darling, seemed to be
the easiest thing, given every-
thing she was multi-managing.

It helped that National
Centre of Excellence coach
Park Tae Sang was sitting for
her matches—given she had

managed the last China Baoji
Masterstournamentall by her-
self.

Her mother recalled the
conversation from Wednesday.
Geetali, who has been working
at a top hospital chain for the
last 28 years, but has doubled
up as her counsellor now that
Ashmitaisanindependent ath-
lete and not part of the India
team, was trying to get her to
chant “Om Sai Ram” on the
phone, something she spiri-
tually believesin.

Ashmita repeated the
words, but had been distracted.
Flight bookings for Friday
needed to be rescheduled, the
hotel stay extended. “She was
weighing options of cancelling
or rebooking, to save Rs29,000.
Soshetold me, 'zyada mat bolo.
Lemmethink."”

The mother was immedi-
ately concerned.

Ashmita, who made the

Ashmita beat Malaysia’s Goh Jin Wei. BADMINTON PHOTO

main draw at Malaysia after
qualifying matches, had been
adventurous once again, trying
to cut on costs of playing tour-
naments to make ranking
points. “She had taken a bullet
train to get to the airport in
China,” Geetali said, with
dread. Millions do, but Ashmita
has a phobia. “Once when

travelling from Orleans to Paris,
she had taken the wrong train.
She kept askingaround butthe
language was an issue until an
English speaker told her she
was on thewrongtrain. She had
jumped out of the trainjustasit
was picking up speed. It has
been a phobia ever since.”

In China, travelling alone,

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

she worked up the courage to
board one to reach the airport
before flying out to Malaysia.

The hair secret

The 'zyada mat bolo'
mother-daughter tiff was how-
ever a result of another affable
argument. “She announced at
home she’s growing her hair be-
cause her elder sister is getting
married. She wantstowearale-
henga,” Geetali says.

Having always sported a
short crop, the trouble was the
hair was falling onto her face,
and she had to nail the exact
way to use clipsto keep it off her
forehead. On a poor network
connection, the two were try-
ingto figure out the best way to
deal with these practical un-
forced off-court niggles.

Ashmita moved backto Gu-
wahati, having left the Padu-
kone academy in Bangalore
amicably, because she needed

a change of scenery. “They
were terrific in counselling her
through injury and rehab, but
she felt she needed to move
back because she needed dedi-
cated attention,” Geetali says.
At the NCE, coach Park wel-
comed the new challenge.

Despite being a local, Ash-
mita moved in as a hostel
boarder, going home only late
Saturdays and returning Mon-
day mornings.

Having left Bangalore, she
also lost her OGQ funding sup-
port, and started dipping into
her monthly salary with the In-
dian Oil to play tournaments.
The game was fairly intact, but
she was working harder, as the
fall in rankings from No.42 to
outside of200s had hit hard. So,
while taking the bullet train
was inevitable as flights were
costly, Geetali had multiple
fears. “I kept calling her be-
cause she has a habit of falling

New Delhi

asleep after matches soItold
her ‘don't go to sleep’. But she’s
managing everything alone
now,” she says.

When not part of the Indian
team, the logistics can be over-
whelming, and Ashmita's
jumping-out-of-the-train
nightmare, had left her a tad
wary. But a huge suitcase, a
cabin box carrying her Kit, a
knapsack with her gadgets and
two translation devices, plus
Ashmita safely made their way
to Malaysia where she beat Pai
Yu Po 21-23, 21-16, 21-16. In
Round 1, shebeat ThalitaRam-
dani 21-13, 21-16.

Part of India's Asian team
gold winning squad from 2023,
Ashmita is clambering back.
“Falling from No.42 to 200 was
depressing. At my hospital I see
a lot of people come in shat-
tered like her, so we stood by
her. I told her sometimes you
need to lose, to rise again. Now

she's more confident,” Geetali
says. “Earlier she used to be jit-
tery playing Top 20s. Now she
has a good attitude. Also, her
friendslike Isharani, Devika are
doingwell. Unnati is playing so
well. For all parents of Women's
Singles, any of these girls doing
well isinspiring.”

Ashmita would also enrol
into correspondence courses.
“She wants to complete her
graduation. Whenever she’s
home we do revisions on her
projects in Sociology, Psychol-
ogy and Physical Education.”
Most Sundays are spent watch-
ing F1 car races. I look forward
to Saturday now when I cook
her prawns, pork and chicken
stew she likes. It's been tough
for herbutshe'sdoing thingsin-
dependently now, managing
out of own money. She's work-
ing hard, hope results follow,”
the mother hopes. Now at No71,
she plays Line Kjaersfeldt next.
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Sports Minister
proposes jailtime
fordrug suppliers

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 21

THE GOVERNMENT plans to
enact an amendment to the
existing anti-doping regulations,
which could criminalise facilita-
tion, supply and encourage-
ment of nefarious activity. The
legislation to this effect can be
introduced in the next session of
Parliament itself.

The proposal assumes sig-
nificance as India regularly
achieves the dubious distinc-
tion of leading the world in the
number of anti-doping rule vi-
olations across sports, and has
the highest positivity rate in
testing among major coun-
tries. Recently, the Athletics
Integrity Unit (AIU) of World
Athletics downgraded the In-
dian federation to the highest-
category risk in terms of dop-
ing, resulting in national
embarrassment. With the
country hosting the 2030
Commonwealth Games and
hoping to stage the Olympics
and Asian Games as well, it
shows Indian sport and its
whole ecosystem in poor light.

“Tillnow, only the sportsper-
sons testing positive were pun-
ished with suspensions, dis-
qualification or return of
medals. That has not helped us
eradicate the problem. We need
to target the whole chain and
hand out stringent punish-
ments,” sports minister Man-
sukh Mandaviyasaid ataninter-
action on Thursday.

“Efforts have been made in
this regard for a long time, but
haven’t been successful.”

Adraft for the proposed legis-
lation has been prepared and
will be put up in the public do-
main for feedback, suggestions,
consultation and inputs.

“Till now, there was no
criminal framework for our
anti-doping measures. It’s not
just a sporting violation. This
amendment will address that
problem. We hope to get the
legislation passed in the Mon-
soon Session of Parliament as
there is likely to be general
agreement on the doping men-
ace,” the minister said.

“Therearealot of unscrupu-
lous elements who exploit ath-
letes, some of them minors, for
their own gain. There are traf-
fickers, sellers, syndicates and
some administrators also. If
some coachesand other athletes
are involved, we won’t spare
them either. We will treatit as or-
ganised crime.”

The head of the World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA) presi-
dent Witold Banka was in India
last month and expressed con-
cern over the doping menace in
the country, which he described
asa “bigproblem”. He held high-
level meetings with various
stakeholders and stressed on
working with various law-en-
forcement agencies in this re-
gard. However, Mandaviya said
that the latest legislative push
wasnotaresult of pressure from
the global body.

“It’s our own initiative as we
want to get our house in order.”

This comes after Banka
termed India the biggest pro-
ducer of performance-enhanc-
ing drugs and steroids.

Archery coachjailed for sexually harassing minor

Express News Service
Chandigarh, May 21

A FAST Track Special Court in

Haryana’s Sonipat has sen-
tenced a na-
tional-level

archery coach,

= ;m Kuldeep Ved-

-t wan (in pic),

e to five years of
a}?ﬁh rigorous im-
prisonment in

asexual harassment case invol-
ving a minor female national-
level archer. The court con-
victed the coach under
provisions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and imposed a
fine of Rs 15,000.

Vedwan played an influen-
tial role in the rise of para-
archers Sheetal Devi and Payal
Nag, coaching both of them in

RING REDEMPTION

their early years.

Additional Sessions Judge
Narendra Singh pronounced
the sentence on May 20. Fol-
lowingthe conviction, Vedwan
was taken into custody. The
case was originally registered in
August 2023 at a police station
in Sonipat district.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Vedwan, a resident of
Baghpatin Uttar Pradesh, alleg-
edly attempted to sexually ha-
rass the junior player during a
youth archery championship
trial held in Sonipat in April
2023. The archer, in her com-
plaint, had said that she had
travelled to Sonipat to partici-
pate in Youth Championship
trials conducted at a Sports
Authority of India centre.

She was training at the Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board Katra Stadium, where

the accused’s foundation
was involved in coaching
operations.

Physical advances

The victim accused the
coach of entering her hotel
room around 4 am on April 7
and making inappropriate
physical advances. In her com-
plaint, the victim alleged that
she resisted for nearly 15 to 20
minutes before managingto es-
cape and seek refuge in another
room occupied by woman
players. The player further al-
leged that the coach later apolo-
gised and urged her not to dis-
close the incident, saying his
career would be ruined. She
also accused him of repeatedly
pressuring her to stay in his
room during subsequent hotel
stays, allegedly promising to
make her a “big player” if she

cooperated.

Special Public Prosecutor
Vijender Singh Khatri said the
court convicted the accused
after examining evidence
and hearing arguments from
both sides.

The court, under Section 10
of the POCSO Act, awarded five
years of rigorous imprisonment
along with a fine of Rs10,000. It
also sentenced the convict
under Section 12 of the Act to
three years of rigorous im-
prisonment and imposed an
additional fine of Rs 5,000. The
court said that the sentences
will run concurrently.

Afterthetrialsin April 2023,
the victim was selected for the
Asia CupinSingapore. She later
informed her family about the
incident, following which a
complaint was submitted tothe
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine

Board. An internal inquiry
committee reportedly advised
the family to file a police com-
plaint in Sonipat.

The police subsequently
registered a case under the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC) Section
354A and Sections 10 and 12 of
the Pocso Act. The investiga-
tion was conducted by a
woman police officer, and the
matter was later tried in the
Fast Track Special Court.

Vedwan is a former na-
tional-level archer who later be-
came a coach after quitting his
jobinthe Army. Over the years,
he established multiple archery
academies in Uttar Pradesh,
Puducherry, and Jammu and
Kashmir, and was associated
with training para-archery
athletes at the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
Sports Complex.

If notfor boxing, I would have fallen
into drugs: Asian U-15 champion

Mohammad Yasser, 14, works as a
part-time cook in Rajouri; his mother
works as a house help, father passed
away when he was six years old

Nitin Sharma
Chandigarh, May 21

BOXING SAVED 14-year-old
Mohammad Yasser from get-
tingintodrugs,amenaceinthe
old residential complex of Dis-
trict Institute of Education and
Training (DIET) in Rajouri,
where his family shifted after
their home was demolished in
an anti-encroachmentdrive in
Bela Colony in 2018. Last week,
the teenager rose above cir-
cumstances toexcelin thering
bywinning a gold medal (58 kg)
at the Asian Under-15 Boxing
Championships in Tashkent.

"If my younger brother and
I had not started boxing, we
would have fallen into drugs,"
Yasser told The Indian Express.

Life has been tough for
Yasser. He works as a part-time
cook for some of the MBBS stu-
dents of the Government Medi-
cal College in Rajouri. His
mother, Naseem Akhter, is a
house help. His father, Na-
deem, who worked as a con-
struction worker, passed away
following a heart attack when
Yasser was six years old. Yasser
will go back to cooking to earn
aliving when not training.

"I have been working as a
part-time cook to support my
mother for the last three years.
When I won the gold in Uzbe-
kistan, the first thought which
came to my mind was to tell my
younger brother, who stepped
in for me, that I would be back
in the kitchen soon," Yasser
said. The family, two brothers,
asister and their mother, livein
aone-roomaccommodationin
a dilapidated building of the
District Institute of Education
and Training (DIET), where

Villa clinch Europa
League with 3-0 win

Associated Press
Istanbul, May 21

IN FRONT of the future king of
England, Unai Emery reaf-
firmed his status as the king of
the Europa League.

Aston Villabeat Freiburg 3-
0 in Istanbul on Wednesday to
secure Emery arecord-extend-
ing fifth title in this competi-
tion. Celebrating wildly inside
the Tupras Stadium was life-
long Villa fan Prince William,
who traveled to watch his be-
loved team end a 30-year wait
for a major trophy. He had his
phone out taking photos as cap-
tain John McGinn lifted the
cup in the center of the field
and in front of an explosion of
confetti. "He's a classy guy.
He was in the dressing room be-
fore the game and he's a mass-
ive Villa fan so he was never
going to miss it," McGinn told
TNT Sports.

It was Villa's first major
piece of silverware since win-
ning the English League Cupin
1996 and its first continental
title since lifting the
European Cup and then the

Super Cup in 1982.

Was the outcome ever in
doubtwith the ultimate Europa
League specialist Emeryonthe
sideline? The Spanish coach
has enjoyed remarkable suc-
cess in Europe's second-tier
competition, winning it three
years running with Sevilla from
2014-16 and again with Villar-
real in 2021.

Now he hasled a third team
with Villa' in its name to the
title. "I am always very grateful
for Europe, for every competi-
tion, Conference League,
Champions League, Europa
League, but especially Europa
League," Emery said. "We
fought strongly in this competi-
tion and tried to give it our best.
We played in a very serious way
this year." Two brilliant first-
half strikes from Youri Tiele-
mans and Emiliano Buendia
put Villa into a 2-0 lead at the
break. Morgan Rogers added a
third in the second half.

German team Freiburg,
which was playing in the
second division 10 years ago,
wasoutclassed in its first Euro-
pean final.

slum-dwellers like his family
moved into.

"When our home was de-
molished, we were shifted to
the old DIET complex. Our
neighbour's family was into
drugs. My mother would send
my brother and me to the
nearby stadium to play while
she took our sister along with
her so that we could stay away
from the drugmenace. Idid not
have any money to get any-
thing for my mother from Uz-
bekistan, but I am going home
with this gold medal. To win a
gold medal for India is my big-
gestachievement,” Yasser said.

At Tashkent, Yasser scored
wins over Kyrgyzstan’s Ak-
barzhan Nabidzhanov, Ka-
zakhstan’s Meiirlan Beissekhan
and beat Iran's S Mousa in the
semifinal. In the final, he got
the better of home favourite
Abdulloh Karimjonov. The
Jammu and Kashmir boxer
sees this title as a major step to-
wards his dream of represent-
ing India at the Olympics. “It
wasthefirst time thatIcould go
abroad. After my daily practice
at Rajouri Stadium, I would
watch videos of Kazakh and
Uzbek boxers aswell as those of
Indian pro boxer Nishant Dev
bhaiya by borrowing phones
from doctors. The winsin Tash-
kent gave me the belief that per-
haps one day, I can win an
Olympic medal," Yasser said.

His mother, Naseem,
worked hard to ensure she
could support the boxing ca-
reers of both her sons. When
talking over the phone, she had
to cut short her conversation
because of the noise from a
fight between drug addicts out-
side their home. “I started

Mohammad Yasser with his gold medal. (R) His brother, Fareed, and mother, Naseem, at their home. It

Our

neighbour’s
family was into
drugs. My mother
would send my
brotherand meto
the nearby stadium
to play while she
took our sister along
with her so that we
could stay away from
the drug menace.”

MOHAMMAD YASSER,
UNDER-15 ASIAN CHAMPION

working after my husband
died. Iwould get paid Rs 2,000
each from the three houses I
worked in. WhateverIcoulddo
tosupport my kids, I1did. Some-
times, my health would de-
teriorate too. At times, thieves
would break in and take the
money and utensils away. I did
not find peace. There were days
when we went to sleep hungry.
Now heiscomingwith amedal,

Iwill have peace," Naseem said.

The two brothers started by
getting water for boxers and
marking lines with white
powder at the JK Sports Coun-
cil Stadium near their home.
"There were days when we
would only drink water or only
have a roti with sugar. We got
about Rs 15 from the boxers for
helping them out, but some of
them refused to pay us. We
would then get into arguments
and fights,” Yasser said.

The minor brawls the
brothers were involved in
changed their fortunes. Mo-
hammad Ishtiaque Malik, a
coach atthe Khelo India Centre
atRajouri, felt the brothers have
an instinct to throw punches.
He took them under his wings.
Malik, whowas atrainee of Jag-
dish Singh, mentor to Beijing
Olympics bronze medallist Vi-
jender Singh, was a good scout.

“Both Yasser and Fareed
would fight at the stadium near
their home with the seniors
when they would not pay them
for the work. I was impressed
by their fighting skills and atti-
tude. Initially, I did not tell their

mother about their boxing
training," Malik said.

In 2024, Yasser won the 55-
kg title in the J&K Sub-Junior
Championships. He followed it
up by winning the Sub-Junior
Nationalslast year, after which
he was asked to join the na-
tional camp. “Yasser had
strength as well as the will-
power. And right from day one,
his straight punches were good.
He had good lower-body
strength, but we had towork on
his upper-body strength. With
time, his hook and jab became
his strength,” Malik said.

Post hisnational medal, Ya-
seer received a monthly sti-
pend of Rs 4000 from Abhis-
hek Sharma, Deputy
Commissioner, Rajouri. He
saved up money to buy a pair of
boxing gloves and also gave
some of it to his mother. “Thave
not got any prize money for
state or national medals yet,"
Yasser said. Before he travels
from Jammu to Rajouri, Yaseer
wants to buy a suit set for his
mother. “She has not skipped
her work for a single day and
has sacrificed alot."

East Bengal end 22-year
wait for league crown,
edge out rivals Bagan

Rohit Mundayur
New Delhi, May 21

IT WAS April 2004. Bhaichung
Bhutia, Douglas da Silva and
Dipankar Roy were on the
scoresheet the last time East
Bengal confirmed a national
leaguetitle for themselves. The
National Football League was
the top flight of Indian football
at the time, and this was East
Bengal's third time winning it
in four seasons, apart from suc-
cessfully defending the title
thatyear. Their next league title
came on Thursday, after a gap
of 22 long years, and it came
thanksto goals from a Spaniard
and a Palestinian.

East Bengal were in pole
position to win, with the closest
challengers beingrivals Mohun
Bagan Super Giant. Punjab FC
and Mumbai City FC, the next
two contenders, were up
against each other at the JLN
Stadium in New Delhi. Jam-
shedpur FC were facing Odisha
FC at home and needed a mir-
acle towin the title.

The deadlock broke in the
15th minute, but not in the
manner that one would've ex-
pected. Alfred turned in along
ball from inside the Inter Kashi
half for the first time into the
goal, and suddenly the pole-
setters East Bengal were trail-
ing O-1. Bagan were winning
the title at that stage.

A few kilometres away, the
Salt Lake Stadium, which had
been relatively quiet until that
point, turned into a cauldron.
At the JLN Stadium in Delhi,
the news filtered through over
the course of the next couple of
minutes, leading to chants of
"Let's go, Kashi! Let's go!" All of
a sudden, a goal for the home
side, Punjab FC, at that point
could potentially be one that
would put them above both
Kolkata giants and their oppo-
nents of the day, Mumbai City
FC, into the lead.

About nine minutes later,
East Bengal fans had their
heads in their hands yet again.
Yousef Ezzejjari got to the end
of a brilliant cross from Bipin
Singh. Kashi, who, after scor-
ing, had decided to effectively
play with 10 defenders and a
goalkeeper, was caught out en-
tirely, and Ezzejjari, the top
scorer of the season, booted
over the bar. It was almost eas-
ier to score than miss.

At the Salt Lake Stadium,
Bagan were doingall they could
totry and gain someinsurance,
except for scoring. They had
multiple chances and were
dominating possession, but the
final product simply wasn't
coming. The closest they came
was in the 42nd minute, when
Jason Cummings blasted the
ball into the stands instead of
putting it into the gaping goal.
Three minutes later, the
Australian took too long to
shoot with the goal gaping
again, and the chance was
eventually smothered by the
Delhi defence.

At half time, the standings
looked thus: Bagan 1st with 24

Youssef Ezzejjari scored East
Bengal’s opening goal against
Inter Kashi on Thursday. p1i

¢ ISL: Final Standings

| CLUB| P [W[D| L |GD|PTS]|

EBengal| 13 | 7[5/ 1 19| 26
'Bagan |13 |7 |5 1 14| 26 |
IMumC [13[7 (421825 |
BFC |13/6|5 2 6|23 |
[Punjab [13 [6 |43 ]6 |22 ]

points, East Bengal 2nd with 23,
Punjab 3rd with 23, Bengaluru
FC 4th with 23 (although that
was only academic), Mumbai
City FC fifth with 23, and Jam-
shedpur 6th with 22.

Bagan were desperate to
score in the first half, and it be-
came apparent why just min-
utes into the second. Across
town, Ezzejjari finally did what
he has done so efficiently for
East Bengal this season, con-
verting a goalscoring chance.
He received a lovely long ball,
turned it past a Kashi defender
and then past the goalkeeper. 1-
land East Bengal were backon
top of the table.

Bagan's plight deepened in
the 63rd minute, when Cla-
rence Fernandes headed the
ball in brilliantly into the far
corner of the goal, and Bagan
were trailing O-1. East Bengal
then cemented their spotinthe
73rd minute with Rashid run-
ning in behind the Kashi de-
fence and turning the ball into
thebackofthe net. East Bengal
were winning 2-1. What hap-
pened in other matches mat-
tered little until this was hap-
pening, unless of course, Bagan
somehow scored about seven
goals and overturned the defi-
citin goal difference.

Eventually, Bagan did score
one in the first minute of added
time, through Manvir Singh.
The second came soon there-
after, with Jamie MacLaren
putting Bagan in the lead. Their
celebrations showed that
Bagan thought they were lead-
ing the standings as well, but
the final whistle had gone just
over 11km south of where they
were in Mukundapur. East
Bengal were the champions.

Over in Delhi, the wheels
had come off. There were ugly
brawls on and off the pitch,
three red cards had been
shown, two to Punjab and one
to Mumbai. Mumbai City had
won 2-0. At the end of it all,
there was only one change to
the league table from where
things stood before the start of
the matches on Thursday.

e FEDERATION CUP ATHLETICS

High stakes as athletes chase CWG, Asian U23 C’ship spots

Pritish Raj
Ranchi, May 21

DECATHLON NATIONALrec-
ord holder Tejaswin Shankar is
warming upinthe golden hour
under the stadium lights as he
gears up for his first set of
events on Friday at the Feder-
ation Cup Athletics in Birsa
Munda Stadium, Ranchi.

The 27-year-old from Delhi
aims to qualify for the up-
coming Commonwealth
Games in Glasgow. However,
he will have to meet the qualifi-
cation standard set by the Ath-
letics Federation of India. “Itis
a crucial tournament for me as
the CWG qualificationisonthe
line. I came to India ten days
back and landed here three
days back to acclimatize to the
weather,” Tejaswin said during
the press conference.

Tejaswin would need 7787
points in Decathlon to qualify
for the event. His only Decath-
lon event this season was at
David Nobles Combined
Eventsin USA where he scored
7947 points. Tejaswin, who is
also national record holder in
high jump, has a chance to

qualify for the both events. "I
will prioritize Decathlon for
CWGasIgettodoteneventsto-
gether," said Tejaswin.
Federation Cup, one of the
main fixturesin the Indian ath-
letics calendar, will act as the
qualifying event for CWG and
Asian U-23 Athletics Cham-
pionships. However, only 32
athletes including 16 men and
16 women will be allowed to
participatein CWG. "If there are
more than 32 athletes, the se-
lection committee will have to
pick and choose as organizers
have made it clear that every
Athletics squad will have only
32 athletes," Lalit Bhanot,
Chairman of AFI planning
commission said.
Commonwealth Games
have competitive field in ath-
letics with presence of African
athletes in most of the events.
Qualifying standards for
eventslike100m (10.16s), 400m
(44.96s) would need athletes to
break the national record and
for events like Javelin Throw
(82.61m) it isworld class.
Javelin Throw is becoming
one of the blue riband event in
the Indian athletics landscape.

B I s

(L-R) Sprinters Gurindervir Singh, Animesh Kujur and Tamil Arasu
will be the ones to watch out for at the Fed Cup. GaJENDRA YADAV/FILE

A top national event usually
features atleast five throwers
who have crossed 80m mark.

Thefield in Ranchi has 2025
World championship finalist
Sachin Yadav, 2022 World
Championship finalist Rohit
Yadav, Asian Games silver
medallist Kishore Kumar Jena
among others.

The qualification standard
is set at 82.61m and one would
expect that the likes of Sachin
and Rohit will book their berth
for CWG as two-time Olympic
medallist Neeraj Choprahasn't
started his season yet.

The qualifying mark for
long jump is 8.05m and the se-
lection committee will be spoilt
for choices as the field features
ace jumper Sreeshankar Mu-
rali, returning national record
holder Jeswin Aldrin, and
NCAA indoor champion Lo-
kesh Satyanathan.

Lokesh, who hasn't com-
peted in any domestic competi-
tion this year, was given an ex-
ception by AFI as he was
regularly competing on the
NCAA circuit and also won the
indoor final title there.

"Long jump is very stacked

e Day1schedule

Decathlon: 5 events

Women’s Long Jumpfinal: 6 pm
Women’s Discus Throw: 7 pm
10000mmen’s: 6:25 am
10000mwomen’s: 5:40 am
3000m steeplechase (women):
8:10 pm

3000msteeplechase (men):
8:20 pm

and we can see a big mark if
these athletes have a good day.
Itis going to be a tough race for
CWG qualification," one of
jump coaches said.

Despite Youngster Shahna-
vaz Khan, who has the best In-
dian mark of 8.43m, not partici-
pating due to his inclusion in
the national camp for U20
World Championships, the
field is stacked enough to make
the headlines.

Indian Sprinters, who had
the limelight last year due to
multiple national records, will
find it tough in the 100m dash
to qualify as the qualifying
mark would require them to
breach the national record of

10.18s. "I know it is going to be
tough asthe qualification mark
for100m is high but my focusis
on 200m which is my pet
event,"said India's ace sprinter
Animesh Kujur. Animesh need
a timing of less than 20.61s in
200m to book his berth.

Former national record
holder Gurindervir Singh said
that the tough qualification
mark will act as motivation.
"Yes, it is a tough mark but we
have gone below 10.20s last
year and I think with the set of
athletes competing, we can
push it further. Such
tough marks act as extra moti-
vation for us," he told The In-
dian Express.

Apart from these events,
eyeswill on Annu Rani (Javelin
Throw), Tajinderpal Singh Toor
(Shot Put), Vishal TK (400m),
Shaili Singh (Long Jump), Ancy
Sojan (LongJump) who will at-
tempt to qualify for the Com-
monwealth Games.

Till now, 16 male athletes
and three female athletes have
breached the qualification
mark for Commonwealth
Games with their selection rest-
ingon the selection committee.
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