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‘Working in my own
grave’: How workers
are training robots that
may replace them

Women wear smart glasses at a textile factory in Tamil Nadu. osjectways

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, May 20

EVERY MORNING, before
starting his shift at a textile fac-
tory in Nagpur, 30-year old As-
hish Narayan, a machine tech-
nician, straps asmall recording
device to his forehead. For the
next several hours, the camera

Happening
today

®PMNARENDRA Modi will chair
ameeting of the Council of Minis-
ters over functioning of various
ministries, key decisions taken
and their outcomes and future
plans,among otherissues.

®REPOLLIN WestBengal's Falta
constituency to be held.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

tracks and records everything
he does: how he adjuststhe ten-
sion on aloom, how his fingers
calibrate moving parts, how he
instinctively eases his grip
while fixing ajammed machine
without damaging the thread
runningthroughit. Heis asked
to wear the device throughout

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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SPECIAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP ANNOUNCED

Trade, corridor, defence:
Rome, Delhi upgrade ties

Modi, Meloni
discuss ‘complex
scenarios’, charta
new roadmap

Shubhaijit Roy
New Delhi, May 20

ELEVATING THEIR bilateral
ties to a “special strategic part-
nership”, India and Italy Wed-
nesday setatrade target of 20 bil-
lion euros by 2029, agreed on a
defence industrial roadmap,
and concluded pacts on critical
minerals, countering money
laundering and terror financing.
These decisions were taken
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi held talks with Italian
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Italian counterpart Giorgia
Meloniin Rome, Wednesday. ani; RELATED REPORT, PAGE 5

Not in favour of clearing
new hydel projects in Upper
Gangaregion: Centre to SC

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, May 20

CITING THE “incomparable
position” of the Alaknanda-
Bhagirathi river basins due to
hydrological, ecological and cul-
tural significance, the Centreon
Wednesday submitted to the Su-

preme Court that it is “notin fa-
vour” of permitting any new
hydroelectric projects in the
upper reaches of the Gangariver.
Itsaid only the seven existing
projects — Tehri Stage—1I1 (1,000
MW), Tapovan Vishnugad (520
MW), Vishnugad Pipalkoti
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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.~ Opp: Economic
stormathome,
PM making
reels abroad

Indecent remarks,
says BJP chief

Asad Rehman
& Maulshree Seth
New Delhi, Lucknow, May 20

SOON AFTER Italy’s Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni posted
a video clip of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi gifting her a
bag of Melody toffeesin Rome,
Opposition parties Wednesday
criticised Modi, saying he was
busy “making reels” abroad

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Revoke passports 0of 10
criminals based abroad,
Delhi Police tells MEA

Alok Singh
New Delhi, May 20

DELHI POLICE has requested
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) to revoke the passports
of at least 10 criminals and ter-
rorists operating from abroad,
includingthe alleged gangsters

FLEXI CAP FUNDS
MAUKE banaye MUMKIN

Himanshu Bhau, Kapil Sang-
wan and Rohit Godara.

The intention, sources said,
is to confine these individuals
to the countries where they are
currently based, prevent them
from travelling, and ultimately
make it easier to bring them

»CONTINUED ONPAGE2 |
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Govtpitch to US nuclear

mission: Scale up capacity,
small modular reactors key

Anil Sasi
New Delhi, May 20

ALONGSIDE A stepped-uprole
for the private sector in nuclear
plant operations, India is
doubling down on its domestic
civilnuclear programme based
on its mainstay, pressurised
heavy water reactors (PHWRS),
and remains open to collabora-
ting with external players to
scale up projects built on this
technology.

Less than six months after
the landmark Ilegislation
opened up India’s nuclear sec-
tor, a visiting high-powered
American nuclear delegation
hasbeen informed, in meetings
with top government function-
aries, of New Delhi’s two clear

EXPLAINED

America’s mission

The US nuclear ‘executive
mission’ has atwin-pronged
brief: take stock of India’s nu-
clearenergylandscape after
alandmarklegislation
opened up this sector; com-
municate the USindustry’s
interest, aswell as coordinate
US government messaging,
onemerging opportunities.

objectives following the legal
changes: scale up nuclear
power to step up base-load ca-
pacity, and progressively enter

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Fuel Efficiency

Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu and Minister of State for
Defence Sanjay Seth arrive on a two-wheeler for the inauguration of
UDAN Yatri Cafe, Kids Zone and other facilities at Birsa Munda
Airport in Ranchi on Wednesday. pri

Taiwan condemns
campaign against
Indian workers, says
committed to hire more

DivyaA
New Delhi, May 20

AMID CONCERNS over a politi-
cal campaign against migrant
workers from India, Taiwan re-
gretted and condemned the
prejudiced stance while stress-
ingitscommitmenttointroduc-
ing more Indian workers.

Recently, Lee Hung-vyi, a
candidate  running for
Kaohsiung City Council, putup
abillboard in the city’s Siaogang
district, which had a picture of
aman with a turban and an in-
verted flag of India, promising
tobanIndian immigration into
the country. Several local resi-
dents of Indian origin found the
billboard offensive, saying the
candidate was reinforcing
stigma against migrant
workers.

Only 3,500t04,000 Indians
work in Taiwan, while there
have been plans to hire more
owing to labour shortages.
However, over 40,000 peoplein
the country signed an online
petition demanding the gov-
ernment halt a pilot plan to
bring in workers from India.

As reported by The Indian
Express, the plan was based on
the memorandum of under-
standing signed between Tai-
wan and India in February
2024, which allowed limited re-
cruitment of Indian workers for
manufacturing and construc-
tion. The proposal began with a
pilot of just 1,000 workers.

As per the agreement, blue-
collar workers will be sent to
Taiwan to worKk in specific sec-
tors, including manufacturing,
agriculture and construction.In
fact, for better assimilation with
thelocal population, Taiwan in-
dicated a preference for workers
from India’s northeastern state.

In response to the com-
mentsonthebillboard, the Tai-
wan Economic and Cultural
Center (TECC) in India said on
Wednesday, “Taiwan has long

EXPLAINED

Taipei’s bid to
fill labour gaps

Taiwan already hosts
around 7,00,000 migrant
workers, with most coming
traditionally from countries
like Vietnam, Indonesia, the
Philippines, and Thailand.
Thisisthe firsttimeitislook-
ingbeyond Southeast Asiato
fill skilled labour gaps
created by an ageing popula-
tion and lower birth rates.

been committed to planning
the introduction of Indian mi-
grant workers. Regarding the
recent discriminatory publica-
tions/comments made by cer-
tain individuals in Taiwan, we
solemnly clarify that such bi-
ased remarks do not represent
our stance.”

“Taiwan cherishes the
values of democracy, inclusiv-
ity, and diversity, and supports
people-to-people exchangesbe-
tween Taiwan and India. We
deeply regret and strongly con-
demn any form of prejudice,
racism and discrimination.
TECC sincerelylook forward to,
and will continue to promote,
further exchanges between
both sides to enhance mutual
understanding,” it said.

In February 2024, Indiaand
Taiwan signed a migration and
mobility agreement to facilitate
the employment of Indian
workers in diverse sectors on
the island, a move seen as re-
flective of the renewed momen-
tum in cooperation between the
two sides.

While India does not have
formal diplomatic ties with Tai-
wanyetasitadherestothe One-
China policy, bilateral trade and
cultural relations have been on
an upward trajectory.

Bihar student dies at
Bengaluru academy,
father alleges teachers
had humiliated him

Kiran Parashar
Bengaluru, May 20

A 23-YEAR-OLD student from
Bihar, who was studying in a
Bengaluru coaching centre, has
died by suicide, allegedly after
hewasinsulted in class over his
poor performance. The family
members have filed acomplaint
against the academy staff.
Chunnu Kumar, from Moti-
hari district in Bihar, had been
studying at the Manipal Acad-
emy of BFSI. Around 5.30 pmon
Monday, Chunnu’s hostel room-
mate, Ankit, found him hang-
ing. According to an FIR based
on a complaint by Chunnu’s
father, Munna Kumar (52), a
goldsmith, he enrolled for the
programme in March. Munna
Kumar said that Chunnu’s
friends told him he was upset
after beinghumiliated in front of
the class for failing in some sub-
jects. “He was publicly humili-
ated, told that he was good for
nothingand given more projects
to complete,” the FIR said.
According to his friends,
Chunnu had spoken about the
toll thiswas taking on his mental
health. His roommate, Ankit
Sharma, has reportedly told the
family that Chunnu was upset
over the constant pressure and
humiliation, and that Ankit had

tried to console him on several
occasions. On May 18, Chunnu
appeared for an exam with his
friend Nikhil Tiwari. Around
12.30 pm, he reportedly left the
examination centre midway
and returned to his hostel. He
was later found dead.

The FIR alleged that the
academy’s management did not
immediately inform police after
thebodywasdiscovered and in-
stead removed it from the room
before authorities arrived — a
claim that has prompted inves-
tigators to scrutinise the institu-
tion’s conduct closely.

Kothanur police have regis-
tered a case under several sec-
tions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, including those related
to abetment to suicide and
criminal intimidation, against
the academy’s Head of Depart-
ment Chandrashekhar Kanna-
hia, teacher Sunithaasri Jaga-
tap, and Head of Programme
Venkatesh KV. The Indian Ex-
press reached out to Manipal
Academy of BFSI, but they did
notrespond tocalls. Meanwhile,
students of the academy staged
aprotest,demandingjustice for
Chunnu. Munna Kumar has al-
leged that other students were
also facing threats from the
academy’s management for
speaking up.
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Rome, Delhiupgradeties

in Rome. Italy was the final
stop on Modi’s six-day tour of
Europe which took him to Nor-
way for the India-Nordic sum-
mit and on bilateral visits to
Sweden and the Netherlands.
From tech to innovation, de-
fence to green energy, India is
deepening ties with Europe
amid turbulence in the global
order.

The Prime Minister’s visit to
Italy reaffirms a strategic part-
nership in motion, comingasit
does after intense leader-level
engagement, anchored by the
Joint Strategic Plan of Action
2025-29, the operational road-
map for the partnership.

Italy increasingly views
India not just as a market, but
as a major power and an indis-
pensable partner for Europe. Its
championing of IMEEC (India-
Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor) as a founding
member makes it the western
anchor of the corridor. The pro-
posed IMEEC will not just en-
sure stability of supply chains
but will also boost India’s
energy security.

Discussing the geopolitical
situation, Meloni said Italy and
Indiawill continue to play their
part at every level, often work-
ing in tandem, to contribute to
peace and help restore stability.

“Italy and India naturally
share a common vision regard-
ing many of the major chal-
lenges of our time: international
stability, the upholding of the
rule of law, economic security,
the resilience of value chains,
the promotion of peace, and in-
clusive development. We also
discussed many of the complex
scenarios confronting our era -
- specifically the situation in
Ukraine and our shared com-
mitmenttoachievingajustand

lasting peace -- as well as the cri-
sisinIran. We exchanged views
with the shared hope that peace
negotiations might move for-
ward and reach a positive con-
clusion, even within a context
that we clearly recognise as
highly precarious,” she said.

Modi said, “We have re-
mained in constant contact re-
garding the situations in
Ukraine, West Asia, and other
areas of tension. India's stance
is clear: all issues must be re-
solved through dialogue and
diplomacy.”

Referringtothe near closure
ofthe Strait of Hormuz, Meloni
said, “Regarding freedom of
navigation -- the restoration of
which we are both actively
working toward -- we are two
nations that need no remind-
ing of just how vital this prin-
cipleisto our interests. We also
addressed the Indo-Pacific re-
gion, where we naturally align
with the Indian vision of an
Indo-Pacific that is free, open
and inclusive.”

Thebilateral piece in there-
lationship was marked by per-
sonal chemistry -- Meloni
posted a photograph of the two
leaders with a bag of Melody
toffees, a pun on the social
media hashtag #Melodi.

Modi said, “Over the past
nearly three-and-a-halfyears, I
have had the opportunity to
meet Prime Minister Meloni
several times. This reflects the
close cooperation and har-
mony between India and Italy.
Under her leadership, our rela-
tions have gained new momen-
tum, new direction, and new
self-confidence. I am pleased
that we are announcing the
Special Strategic Partnership as
we upgrade our relations.”

Meloni said, “I truly believe

Ep: PM making reels

when the country was reeling
under an “economic storm”.
Rahul Gandhi, Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha, in a
post on X, said “An economic
storm is raging over our heads,
and our Prime Minister is busy
handing out candies in Italy.
Farmers, youth, women, la-
bourers, and small traders are
allin tears — the PM islaughing
and making reels, while BJP
folks are clapping along. This
isn’t leadership, it’s a farce.”
Speakingin Rae Bareli, Gan-
dhi said the PM asked people to
use less petrol, not buy gold,
spend less and avoid travelling
abroad. “But just a day later,
Narendra Modiboarded an air-
craft worth Rs 3,000-4,000
crore and went to Italy carrying
toffees in his pocket... Look at
the kind of mockery being

made of the people of this
country.”

“Remember this, Narendra
Modiwill cry and again say it is
not his fault, just as he did dur-
ing demonetisation and
Covid,” he said, warning about
an “economic storm”.

Atthe Bahujan Swabhiman
Sammelan in Amethi, Gandhi
called the Prime Minister,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and the RSS "traitors".

“When you go home and
RSS workers speak about Nar-
endra Modiand Amit Shah, tell
them openly that your Prime
Ministerisa traitor, your Home
Minister isatraitor and your or-
ganisationisatraitor. You have
sold India and attacked our
Constitution,” he said.

Gandhi's remarks drew a
sharp response from BJP presi-

Govtpitch ton-mission

the manufacturing value chain
of small modular reactors
(SMRs).

Based on heavy water and
natural uranium, PHWRs are a
technology India’s nuclear es-
tablishment has mastered —but
one that is increasingly out of
syncwith thelight water reactors
(LWRs), or pressurised water re-
actors, that are now the most
dominant type worldwide.

The problem with LWRs,
from an Indian perspective, is
high project costs, which trans-
late into a high per-unit cost of
power. As a result, there is a
sense in policy circles PHWRs
will remain the main focus. Any
foreign collaboration could

largely be limited to SMRs for
now, given cost concerns linked
to LWRs, an executive who is
part of the US delegation told
TheIndian Express after the first
leg of visits concluded in Delhi.
The executive said the In-
dian side communicated a gen-
eral openness to private partici-
pation, alongside the need for
funding from foreign sources.
India’s dominant nuclear tech-
nology — PHWRs spanning 220
MWe (megawatt electric) reac-
tors up to newer 700 MWe reac-
tors — has a largely unblem-
ished operational record but has
suffered from scalability issues.
India’s external outreach for
nuclear collaborations is driven

Revoke passports

back to facejustice in India.

Besides Bhau, Sangwan, and
Godara, who are accused in
multiple cases of murder, extor-
tion, and land-grab, the list in-
cludes Arshdeep Singh alias
Arsh Dalla, Gurjant Singh alias
Janta, Rashid Cablewala, Sachin
Kumar Golu, Venkat Garg, Ran-
deep Malik, and Yogesh Ka-
diyan, itis learnt. Three of these
10 alleged criminals are from
Delhi, 2 from Punjab, 4 from Ha-
ryana, and 1 from Rajasthan.
Here’s who these men are, and
what they are accused of.

e ArshdeepSinghGillalias
Arsh Dalla, from Moga, Punjab.
Suspected tobein Canada. Arsh
Dalla is a proclaimed offender
wanted in more than 50 cases of
murder, attempted murder, ex-
tortion and terrorist acts, includ-
ing terror financing. In May
2022,aRed Corner Notice wasis-

sued against him, and in 2023,
hewasdesignatedinIndiaasan
‘individual terrorist’.

InJuly 2023, Indiarequested
Canada to provisionally arrest
Dalla, butitwasdeclined. In No-
vember 2024, MEA described
himasthe “de-factochief” of the
banned separatist organisation
Khalistan Tiger Force (KTF).

In2023, Delhi Police accused
Arsh Dalla’s gang of plotting at-
tacks on singer Elly Mangat.

eGurjantSinghaliasJanta,
from Mohali. Suspected tobe in
Canada.

After leaving India around
2018, Jantareportedly moved to
Australia, and then to Canada.
Heallegedly worked closely with
Arsh Dalla and became part of
the KTF operating across Ca-
nada, the US and Pakistan.

Jantahasalsobeen linked to
grenade attacks in Punjab.

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

it is a historic day... We are
further strengthening our rela-
tion all the way up to the special
strategic partnership, the high-
estever reached in the relations
between our two nations... It’s
safe to say that now Italy and
India are closer than they have
ever been.”

Saying they want to in-
crease trade from 14 billion
euros to 20 billion euros, she
added: “This is a very ambi-
tious target, which can be
achieved also by taking advan-
tage of the potential stemming
from the free trade agreement
signed between the EU and
India.”

Modi said Italy is renowned
worldwide for design and preci-
sion and India’s identity is that
of apowerhouse of scale, talent
and affordable innovation. “We
will move forward on the prin-
ciple of Design and Develop in
India and Italy and Deliver for
the World,” he said, adding that
“from fashion to fintech, from
leather to logistics, and from
mobility to manufacturing—in
every sector —we will combine
our respective strengths to work
for the welfare of allhumanity”.

The two sides agreed on a
defence industrial roadmap
which had longbeen an Italian
request. In the wake of cor-
ruption allegations over the
AgustaWestland deal, Italian
defence companies had been
barred from the Indian defence
market. But thatiswitnessing a
change now.

“Close cooperation in the
fields of defence and security
stands as a symbol of our deep
mutual trust. Cooperation is
growing not only between our
armed forces but also between
the defence industries of both
countries. Our Defence Indus-
trial Roadmap has paved the
way for co-development and
co-production,” Modi said.

The joint statement ident-

dent Nitin Nabin who said
“such indecent language is
completely unacceptable”.

In a post on X, Nabin said,
“Those who put a leash on ter-
rorism. Those who eradicated
Naxalism. Are they traitors? Or
those who sheltered terrorism?
Those who promoted Naxal-
ism? Are they the traitors?”

Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge, who is also the Leader
of Opposition in Rajya Sabha,
attacked Modi over rising
prices, unemployment, exam
paper leaks, “dampening” in-
vestment and the “sinking”
rupee. He said “every aspect of
economy is suffering” but
“Modi ji continues his PR, lec-
turing citizens to shoulder the
burden of this grave economic
storm”.

“Modi ji wants the public to
enjoy the ‘melody’ of speeches
while surviving the ‘misery’ of
his government’s loot,” Kharge
said. The price of domestic

morebytheneed for capital than
technology, a top government
official had indicated atthetime
of the nuclear Amendments’
passage.

Theimportof LWRs at higher
cost raises two concerns: such
projectsshould notend up stunt-
ingthe growth ofindigenousre-
actor design and production ca-
pacities; and higher capital
expenditure resultsin higher tar-
iffs, which must be absorbed
under Indian market condi-
tions. The setting up of nuclear
reactorsat Jaitapur sitein Maha-
rashtra, forinstance, hasbeenin
limbobecause of high tariff con-
cerns, alongside liability con-
cerns flagged earlier by French
atomic power major Areva,
which also faced its own finan-
cial troubles. The liability con-
cerns have been addressed in

@ Himanshu Bhau, from
Rohtak. Suspected to be in the
US. Bhau fled to Portugal from
India and then to the US, from
where he allegedly operates a
network of organised crime. He
is wanted by the NIA, Delhi Po-
lice, and Haryana Police in con-
nection with murders, at-
tempted murders, and extortion
cases. Bhau hasalsobeenlinked
to the June 2024 Burger King
murder case in Delhi.

Interpolissued aRed Corner
Notice against him in 2023.

@ Rashid Cablewala, from
Delhi. Suspected to be in Dubai.

He is allegedly associated
with jailed gangster Hashim
Baba and has ties to the Law-
rence Bishnoi network.

He has been linked to cases
of extortion, gang-rivalrykillings
and organised crime networks,
Delhi Police has also connected
his gang with several high-pro-
file murders, including those of
businessmen Nadir Shah and
Sunil Jain. Cablewalaisbelieved

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ified the projects — helicopters,
naval platforms, marine arma-
ment and electronic warfare.

The two countries also
signed a pact on maritime
transport and ports to
strengthen India’s maritimein-
frastructure.

“Our goal is, naturally, to
leverage the complementarities
between our respective econ-
omic fabrics across many other
sectors — sectors we have dis-
cussed at length today, as well
as during last night’s events.
From advanced manufacturing
to infrastructure, from energy
to the space economy, defence
standsout asakey area of coop-
eration where we are currently
investing significant and effec-
tive effort. Critical minerals,
agri-business, maritime trans-
port, tourism and culture — for
two great civilisations spanning
millennia — also represent op-
portunities for us to grow to-
gether,” she said.

The two sides also signed
pacts on mobility of Indian
nurses to Italy, a roadmap on
higher education and research,
pacts on agriculture, export of
Indian seafood to Italy, Ayur-
veda and research in climate
change among others. They
also decided to celebrate 2027
as the “year of culture”.

Capping her statement on
the broader ties, Meloni said,
“There is an Indian word that
captures this sentiment per-
fectly: Parishram. It signifies
‘hard work’, ‘constant commit-
ment’, and ‘diligent effort’. A
word that I am told is widely
used in India, and which, let’s
give it a try, often appears in an
equally popular proverb: Par-
ishram safalta ki kunji hai. This
means: Hard work is the key to
success. Well, that is precisely
how we are accustomed to
building our relationships —
through hard work that, ulti-
mately, leads to success.”

LPG, he said, “skyrocketed by
121%, exploding from Rs 414 in
2014 to Rs 915.5in 2026.” Com-
mercial cylinder prices, he said,
were “ruthlessly hiked by
nearly 154%, from Rs1,241toRs
3,152

TMC Deputy Leader in RS
Sagarika Ghose said the optics
of the gift and the video were
“unfortunate”. “The head of
state indulging in such acts is
inappropriate. While the
rupee’s value is goingdown, the
PM is doing all this. It shows a
lack of empathy...” she said.

CPI Rajya Sabha MP P San-
dosh Kumar said, “Perhaps this
is the new model of diplomacy:
Hand over the country tobillion-
aires at home, distribute choc-
olates overseas while gettingun-
fair deals, and expect camerasto
do the rest... While unemploy-
ment, inflation and inequality
keep rising, government seems
more invested in meme diplo-
macy than people’slives...”

new nuclear amendments.

Organised by the Washing-
ton DC-based Nuclear Energy
Institute — a lobby group of
America’s commercial nuclear
energy industry — and the US-
India Strategic Partnership
Forum, theindustry delegation
held meetings with Union
Power Minister Manohar Lal
and Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, as well as top rep-
resentatives from states such as
Andhra Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra.

Thedelegation isin Mumbai
for two days, with meetings
scheduled with India’s private
sector energy players, including
Reliance Industries, Adani
Group, Tata Power Company,
JSW Energy, Vedanta, Larsen &
Toubro, Tata Consulting Engin-
eers and Hindalco Industries.

to frequently toggle locations be-
tween Dubai, Thailand, and Bali.

® Sachin Kumar Golu,
from Delhi. Suspected to be in
Dubai. He is believed to be
named in more than 11 cases in
police records. He has been ar-
rested several times by the Delhi
Police Special Cell and local po-
lice stations in Northeast Delhi.
He has been linked to business-
man Sunil Jain’s murder. Inves-
tigators believe he maintains
connections with syndicates
based abroad, especially Dubai.

e Kapil Sangwan, from
Delhi. Suspected tobeinthe UK.

Sangwan, also known as
Nandu, is allegedly involved in
extortion, murder, land-grab-
bing, and gang rivalries across
Delhi and Haryana. Police say he
fled to the UK in 2020.

Nandu hasbeenlinked tothe
February 2024 murder of INLD
leader Nafe Singh Rathee,and to
several attacks linked to his ri-
valry with gangster Manjeet
Mahal. ARed Corner Notice was

New Delhi

Edel projects

(444 MW), Signoli Bhatwari (99
MW), Phata Byung (76 MW),
Madhmaheshwar (15 MW) and
Kaliganga—-11 (4.5 MW)—maybe
permitted, subject tostrict com-
pliance with applicable safe-
guards.

“...only the following seven
hydro-electric projects, of which
four projects are already com-
missioned and three projects
have already achieved substan-
tial physical and financial prog-
ress, may be permitted to proce-
ed, subject to strict compliance
with all applicable statutory
provisions and environmental
safeguards, and that no other
new hydro-electric projects shall
be undertaken in the upper
reaches of the Gangariver basin
inthe State of Uttarakhand,” the
Centre said in its affidavit.

“Apart from these seven pro-
jects, the Indian government is
not in favour of permitting any
other new hydro-electric project
inthe Alaknanda and Bhagirathi
riversinthe upperreachesofthe
River Ganga in the State of Utta-
rakhand,” it said. The affidavit
on Wednesday, filed by the Min-
istry of Environment, said it rep-
resented the “consensus posi-
tion” of the ministries of Jal
Shakti, Environment and Power.
It said the decision was taken
after inter-ministerial consulta-
tionsand the concurrence ofthe
power ministry.

The Centre cited five major
reasons —theimportance of the
Alaknanda and Bhagirathi ba-
sinsas Ganga’sheadstream; pol-
icy decisions on constant and
unfettered flow of 1,000 cusecs;
cultural and spiritual signifi-
cance; geological fragility and
history of disasters; and biodi-
versity. “Headstreams are criti-

cal for supplying food/nutrients
and critical biodiversity to the
riverine ecosystem,” it said.

The Ministry of Jal Shakti
held that the Expert Body-II -—
originally formed with the nar-
row task of determining the fate
of six specific hydropower pro-
jects — had ignored the cumu-
lative impact of the projects.
“The report fails to capture the
cumulative impact of anthropo-
genic pressures other than
hydropower development. The
aquatic/ terrestrial impacts in
the report are measured per
megawatt, which failsto capture
the full extent of forest/ river
damage,” it said.

While Expert Body-II had
recommended 28 projects, the
Jal Shakti Ministry contended if
all these projects were imple-
mented, the river’s free flow
would be “greatly impacted”.

Underliningthe region’s geo-
logical fragility and recurrent
disaster history, the affidavit
said: “The Ganga river basin
wholly lies within the most vul-
nerable Seismic Zone IV and V
of the young Himalayan moun-
tain system. It is inherently
pronetolandslides, flash floods,
glaciallakes outburst floods, ava-
lanches, cloud bursts. The biodi-
versity of the upper Gangabasin
hosts critical riparian and
aquatic biodiversity”.

In August 2013, taking cogni-
zance of the Kedarnath disaster
that year, the Supreme Court
had putamoratorium on grant-
ing clearance for any new hydro-
power projects in Uttarakhand,
and asked the environment
ministry to set up a committee
to first study the impact. Since
then, the ministry has set up
three committees.

Workers training robots

his shift, and is only allowed to
take it off during bathroom
breaks, and while having lunch.

Narayan isamong hundreds
of workers at the factory asked
to wear the devices, including
machine operators, technicians
and stitchingworkers handling
fabric on production lines. The
exercise reflects a growing glo-
bal push by AI and robotics
companies to gather what’s
being called “egocentric data”
— first-person recordings of
human activity that can teach
machines how people perform
physical tasks.

“To me, it feels like working
in your own grave, while you
make your own casket,” Narayan
tells TheIndian Express. He says
herealisesthatthevideoshe’sre-
cordingwillend up makinghim
redundant in due course.

Such footage is increasingly
valuable because robots still
struggle with the subtleties that
humans perform instinctively
— adjusting pressure on a ma-
chine lever, gripping delicate
material, coordinating both
hands, or reacting to tiny
changes in movement and tex-
ture. Accordingtoareportbyin-
vestment firm Stellaris Venture
Partners, released in April, ro-
botics labs need 100 million to1
billion hours of egocentric pre-
training data over the next two
tothree years.

The end goal of collecting
such data is to build robots that
can operate in the real world
with human-like adaptability
and precision. While industrial
robots havelong handled repeti-
tive tasks in controlled settings,
newer Al-driven systems are
beingdesigned toworkin dyna-
micenvironments—warehous-
es, factories, homes or hospitals
—where they must constantly
adjust to unpredictable condi-
tions. For that, robotics com-

issued against him in 2021.

® Rohit Godara, from Bi-
kaner. Suspected tobein the UK.

Godara is alleged to be close
to the Goldy Brar and Lawrence
Bishnoi networks. Police have
linked him to major crimes, in-
cluding conspiracy to kill Pun-
jabi singer Sidhu Moose Wala,
and the killings of gangster Raju
Theth and Karni Sena leader
Sukhdev Singh Gogamedi.

Godarahasalsobeen named
in the firing incident outside
actor Salman Khan’s residence,
and a shooting linked to singer
APDhillonin Canada.

® Venkat Garg, from Am-
bala. Suspected to bein the US.

Gargis accused of operating
anextortion syndicate alongside
Sangwan. Police believe he cur-
rently livesin Georgiain the US,
fromwhere he runscriminal ac-
tivities across North India.

He is alleged to have re-
cruited young men from Ha-
ryana, Rajasthan, and Delhiinto
organised gang networks ac-

panies need vast amounts of
human behavioural data.

But on factory floors, the
technology is also exposing a
sharp imbalance of power. Na-
rayan says his factory’s manage-
ment told workers the exercise
was meant to “improve oper-
ations”, but there waslittle expla-
nation beyond that, and no in-
formation was provided about
the company for which the vi-
deos were being collected.

Workers often don’t know
what exactly is being recorded,
where the footage is going, or
how it may eventually be used.

In another textile factory in
Tamil Nadu, several women
workers are wearing smart
glasses made by Meta to record
hand movementsastheyneatly
packitemsin plastic covers, one
after the other. The manufactur-
ing firm the women work for has
a contract with Objectways, a
US-based Al datasolutions com-
pany, which collects such data,
annotates it, and then sells it to
robotics firms. The company has
contracted hundreds of workers
in India, across factory floors,
andisalsopayingthoseathome
to record tasks such as cutting
fruits and vegetables and clean-
ing utensils to collect human-
centric data for robotics labs.

Ravi Shankar, president, Ob-
jectways, says that unlike gen-
eral purpose Al systems where
the underlying data was avail-
able on the internet to be
scraped by bots, there is little
data available that can be used
to train humanoid robots,
which falls under the broader
category of physical Al “We
have people in countries like
India, USA, Vietnam, Malaysia,
the Philippines, who are collect-
ing such data for us. Right now,
India remains the biggest
source,” Shankar tells The In-
dian Express over a phone call.

cused of extortion and shootings
targeting builders and business-
men. Investigators say Garg has
more than 10 cases against him.
® Randeep Malik, from
Jind. Suspected tobe in the US.
Malik, alleged to be a mem-
ber of Lawrence Bishnoi gang, is
wanted by Delhi Police and the
NIA inseveral cases. Police have
linked him to gym owner Nadir
Shah’smurderin Delhi aswell as
firing incidents targeting clubs
associated with singer Badshah
in Chandigarh and Gurgaon.
® Yogesh Kadiyan, from
Jhajjar. Suspected to be in the
US. Hereportedly fled Indiaata
young age, and has been linked
to overseas criminal networks
operated by Himanshu Bhau.
Interpolissued aRed Corner No-
ticeagainst himin October 2023.
Investigators claim he
worked closely with Bhau to ex-
pand organised crime oper-
ations, involving extortion and
intimidation, across North
India.
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MAPPING EXERCISE RELIES ON CASE RECORDS, PCR COMPLAINTS, TIP-OFFS

‘Backbone of drug trade’: Cops
identify 123 narcotics hotspots

Sakshi Chand
New Delhi, May 20

USING A combination of nar-
cotics case records, emergency
complaint data, and citizen tip-
offs, the Delhi Police hasident-
ified 123 “red zones™ across the
Capital that it says form the
backbone of the city’s drug
trade, senior Delhi police of-
ficerssaid.

The mapping exercise —
which relies on records of cases
filed under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act, complaints
received by police control
rooms, and intelligence gath-
ered through national narcotics
helpline MANAS — is part of a
broader effort to dismantle the
city’sexpanding drugdistribu-
tion network, DCP, Anti-Nar-
cotics Task Force (ANTF),

Rahul Alwal said.
According to senior offi-
cials, Shahdara district

emerged with the highest con-
centration of such drug hot-
spots. Among areas which
topped the chart are Sultanpuri
in northwest Delhi, Nand Nagri
and Seemapuri in northeast
Delhi, Ambedkar Nagar in
south Delhi and the Narela In-
dustrial Area in north Delhi.
“Recognising the scale of
the threat, the Delhi Police has
shifted decisively fromisolated
arrests to a supply-chain dis-
ruption model —one designed

HC sentences
YouTuber tosix
monthsinjail

over contempt

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, May 20

THE DELHI High Court last
week sentenced a YouTuber to
six months’ imprisonment
under the Contempt of Courts
Act — the maximum punish-
ment prescribed under the law
— for not showing any remorse
or course correction despite the
court holding him guilty of con-
tempt earlier in April.

The court, however, sus-
pended the sentence for 60 days
after Pahuja said he plans to
challenge the HC’s April verdict
thatheld him guilty of contempt
aswellasthe May 16 order which
sentenced him for the offence,
before the Supreme Court.

A division bench of Justices
Navin Chawla and Ravinder
Dudeja sentenced YouTuber
Gulshan Pahuja, who runs a
channel titled ‘Fight 4 Judicial
Reforms’, to the maximum pun-
ishment under the Act.

The case dates backto 2025,
when the HC had taken cogni-
sance of a reference made by a
civil judge at Shahdara court,
Charu Asiwal, about conten-
tious videos and banners on Pa-
huja’s YouTube channel. Law-
yers interviewed by him had
allegedly made “some objec-
tionable and derogatory re-
marks against judicial officers
and thejudicial institution asa
whole”. HC had also initiated
contempt proceedings against
the lawyers but subsequently
dropped it after they tendered
unconditional apologies.

The bench, in its May 16
order, said, “The contemnor,
by his acts, has scandalised...
and lowered the authority
of the Court....he maintains
that what he did was with the
intent of improving thejudicial
system... By not imposing ad-
equate punishment on him, we

Lieutenant Governor Taranjit Singh Sandhu has vowed to make

Delhidrug-free by 2027. FiLe

to dismantle the entire eco-
system of suppliers, financiers,
transporters, and distributors
rather than only apprehending
those at the bottom of the
chain. Theidentification of hot-
spots is one of the key steps
taken to dismantle the drug
economy,” DCP Alwal said.

After the hotspots were
identified, the ANTF intensi-
fied coordination with para-
military units on raids, ex-
panded surveillance
operations and increased
monitoring of repeat offenders,
officers said.

Authorities said such data-
driven approach had already
led to arise in enforcement ac-
tivities: cases registered under

the Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) Act
rose from 1,179 in 2022 to 2,154
in 2025, while arrests rose from
1,499 to 2,853 during the same
period. “Analysis of cases filed
under the NDPS Act, and
MANAS or PCR call records
helped usin scientific mapping
of narcotics hotspots and 123
‘Red Zones’ were thus ident-
ified across the Capital,” said
Additional CP (ANTF) Abhis-
hek Dhania.

The mapping of the said
hotspots, according to officers,
would strengthen the special
drives undertaken by the Delhi
Police. For instance, an official
said, data fetched from these
hotspots are used during anti-

narcotics drives like Operation
KAVACH. “Under this oper-
ation, during 13 major rounds,
we have carried out 12,905
raids, 98,469 people were de-
tained for verification and pre-
ventive action, over 2,853 ar-
rests were made in 2025 alone,
and assets worth Rs 39.5 crore
were seized from 90 traf-
fickers,” Additional CP Dhania
highlighted.

The current crackdown
comes amid growing political
pressure to curb narcotics
trafficking across the country.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has pledged to dismantle
domestic drug cartels by 2029,
while Delhi Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Taranjit Singh Sandhu
has called for a drug-free
Delhi by 2027.

Officers described Delhi as
a drug destination market; a
transit corridor for interstate
trafficking; and a digitally con-
nected narcotics hub exploiting
courier systems, encrypted
communication networks and
e-commerce platforms. “In
these circumstances, data on
hotspots would enable us to
keep a close watch on
interstate syndicates, financial
networks, and technology-en-
abled supply chains,” DCP
Alwal added.

Officers added that 452 re-
peat offenders and 40 “high-
risk” traffickers are already on
“special surveillance”.

Krishan Chopra, who held senior

publishing roles, passes away

Aishwarya Khosla
New Delhi, May 20

KRISHAN CHOPRA, the pub-
lishing executive who brought
presidents, central bank gov-
ernors, and some of the most
influential voices of contem-
porary India into print, passed
away in New Delhi on Tuesday
after a brief illness. He was in
his early 70s.

In the course of a career
spanning more than 50 years,
Chopra became one of the
most respected and well-con-
nected figures in Indian pub-
lishing. He held senior roles at
Penguin Books India and
served as Executive Publisher
at HarperCollins India, where
he launched and established
the Harper Business imprint.
His list of authors included
former President Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam, former RBI Governor
Raghuram Rajan, L&T chair-
man A M Naik, and a host of
public intellectuals.

Aman Arora, associate di-
rector of marketing at Harper-

Collins, who worked with Cho- _

pra, remembered his pursuit of
excellence fondly. “He was a
brilliant, brilliant man,” Arora
said. “I learned so much from
him, from multiple edits of a

press release alone...”
In a detailed tribute on Lin-
kedIn, publisher Sachin

Sharma, who worked with Cho-
pra to build Harper Business,
wrote: “He would spend hours

Krishan Chopra

fine-tuninga cover blurb or re-
editing a manuscript if he
wasn’t satisfied.” Chopra,
Sharma said, was an “excep-
tionally well-read man”, and it
showed in the editorial inter-
ventions that he made.
Chopradescribed editing as
‘finding bugs’ — “keedey ni-
kalna”, Sharma recalled. Re-
turning a proof heavy with cor-
rections, he would remark,
“Kaafikeedey nikley hainisme.”
Ifhe wasn’t happy with the edi-
ting, he would print it out, edit

itbyhand, and send pictures of
the marked pages to his junior
editors, sometimes in the
middle of the night.

Tall, impeccably dressed,
and low-profile, Chopra was a
man of few words who took
time to trust people, but once
he did, he became a fiercely
loyal friend and mentor, said
those who knew him well.

Rohit Saran, a senior editor
and data journalist who has
done books with Chopra, re-
called that Chopra was messag-
ing him two weeks before he
died about their future publish-
ing plans.

“Hewas following up, send-
ing me reviews, sending me
clippings,” Saran said. “He must
have been on his bed. That was
his excitement level.” At the
time, Saran had noidea Chopra
was undergoing cancer treat-
ment. Arora too recalled Cho-
pra messaging him media clip-
pings for an ongoingtitle barely
10-15 days before his passing.

Krishan Chopra is survived
by his wife and daughter.
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ICAR-INDIAN VETERINARY RESEARCH INSTITUTE

IZATNAGAR- 243 122

Walk-in-interview
Walk-in-interview has been scheduled to be held at Division of Physiology and
Climatology, ICAR-IVRI, Izatnagar, Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh on 05/06/2026 at 10:30 AM
onwards for engagement of one “Junior Research Assistant” under CSTUP funded
project entitled “Assessing the therapeutic potential of mesenchymal stem cell-
laden bioactive injectable hydrogel for osteoarthritis”. The engagement is purely

AFTER SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS S.0.P ON MANAGING STRAY DOGS

Infralacking, MCD identitying spaces at
animal husbandry facﬂltles for shelters

Drishti Jain
New Delhi, May 20

A DAY after the Supreme Court
upheld standard operating
procedure (SOP) on managing
stray dogs, the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) is
racing to put together infra-
structure it currently does not
have - permanent shelters and
more sterilisation facilities
across the city.

Currently not equipped to
handle large-scale relocation
and housing of stray dogs, MCD
officials said they are now start-
ing to identify land at existing
animal husbandry facilities of
the Delhi government to build
at least one dog shelter in each
of the Capital’s 12 zones.

“We are identifying spaces
at all animal husbandry hospi-
tals and, according to AWBI
(Animal Welfare Board of India)
guidelines, shelters will be de-
veloped there. Depending on
the space, they could house
100, 200 or even 500 dogs,” a
senior MCD official said.

This follows Tuesday’s SC
directions dismissing pleas
challenging the SOP, which in-
cluded that stray dogs picked
up from public places should
not be released back into the
same area after sterilisation.
While the court observed that

=i

The MCD is aiming at building at least one dog shelter in each of
Delhi’s 12 zones. FiLE

while people have the right to
live with dignity under Article
21 of the Constitution without
fear of dog attacks, it also said
that the situation would not
have reached “alarming pro-
portions” had statesand Union
Territories implemented the
Animal Birth Control (ABC)
Rules properly from the outset.

Officials maintained that
they had already begun ident-
ifying land after the court’s in-
itial directions last August, or-
dering authorities in
Delhi-NCR to relocate all stray
dogs from the streets to dedi-
cated shelters.

Amongthe shelters thathad
been planned was a 2.5-acre
shelter in Dwarka's Sector 29 for

aggressive dogs. Also, ABC fa-
cilities at Bijwasan and Bella
Road, with 14 and 40 kennels,
respectively, are to be ex-
panded, officials said. How-
ever, workon these facilities are
still yet to begin in full swing,
they added.

Officials said the Dwarka
Sector 29 project, which is ex-
pected to accommodate
around 2,000 dogs, has re-
ceived budgetary approval and
tenders are likely to be floated
soon. “Workislikely tobe com-
pleted in the next 5-6 months...
This will be the first permanent
dog shelter in the city and will
alsohouse aggressive dogs,” an
official said.

The official added that work

has also started on enhancing
the capacity of ABC centres at
Bijwasan and Bella road.
“While the former will be ex-
panded within a month, the
latter will take time,” the official
claimed, adding that the MCD
is looking for CSR initiatives to
accelerate the process.

Buteven existing infrastruc-
tureisunder strain. Amongthe
20 ABC centresearlier operated
by 13 NGOs, seven have re-
mained shut since October over
non-compliance with AWBI
norms, officials said. “This has
slowed vaccination rates. Ear-
lier, around 11,500 vaccinations
were being carried out every
month. Now, the number has
dropped to about 8,500,” an of-
ficial said.

Officials said complaints re-
garding aggressive dogs will be
handled by keeping the animal
under observation for around
10 days.

Animal caregivers, mean-
while, cautioned against the
rushed implementation of the
SC directions. “A good thing is
that the court has not expanded
the order and has upheld the
ABC guidelines. But authorities
also need to understand why
dogs bite and ensure the cap-
ture process remains humane,”
said Ashima Sharma, an ani-
mal caregiver based in Delhi.

Smart LED systems to replace streetlights by Diwali

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 20

SOON, ENERGY-EFFICIENT
smart LED systems will help
you navigate Delhi’s roads at
night. The Expenditure Fi-
nance Committee (EFC),
headed by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, on Wednesday
approved a Rs473-crore propo-
sal to replace 96,000 yellow so-
dium street lights with ad-
vanced smart LED systems
across the Capital.
Asperastatement issued by
the Chief Minister’s Office, the
project, estimated to cost
around Rs 473.24 crore, will be
implemented in phases across
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roads maintained by the Public
Works Department (PWD).

Explaining the need for the
project, CM Gupta on Wednes-
day highlighted several short-
comings in the existing system.
Since there was no real-time
monitoring mechanism, faulty
streetlights were often ident-
ified only after complaintswere
received, she pointed out.

“In many areas, dark spots
remained unattended for long
periods, affectingroad visibility
and public safety, particularly
women’ssafety. The current sys-
tem also suffered from uneven
lighting quality, high power con-
sumption and light pollution
due to the use of different types
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of fixtures,” Gupta said.

“The government has set a
target to complete the trans-
formation before Diwali so that
Delhi’s major roads are fully il-
luminated with the new smart
lighting system,” the statement
by the CMO said.

The project is part of an an-
nouncement madebythe CMin
the 2026-27 Budget, in which
she proposed replacing conven-
tional streetlights with energy-
efficient smart LED systems. At
present, Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) roads have nearly
45,000 old High Pressure So-
dium Vapour (HPSV) lightsand
around 51,000 HPSV LED lights.
Overall, the network includes
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51,160 poles. Under the new
project, the government plans
toinstall 5,000 additional poles
to cover future requirements
and currently unlit stretches,
CM Gupta said.

Officials said that once the
smart LED system is fully oper-
ational, the government expects
annual electricity savings of
nearly Rs 25 crore.

Accordingto officials, one of
the key features of the project
will be a centralised Command
and Control Centre (CCC),
which will enable real-time
monitoring of every streetlight
in Delhi. The smart LED sys-
tems can also be operated re-
motely, officials added.

EWS Flats
Totally Sold Out

temporary on the contractual basis. For details, please visit ICAR-IVRI website
www.ivri.nic.in. Interested candidates can send their biodata and testimonials through
email at dryasothandri@gmail.com and also produce at the time of interview.

may encourage him to
repeat these acts..”
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IN THE COURT OF 5H. SAURABH PRATAP SINGH LALER,
ADDL. SESSIONS JUDGE-05, PATIALA HOUSE COURTS, NEW DELHI
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Shankar Dubey Rfo Plot No. T6D, Phase IV, Udyog Vihar, Gurugram,
Haryana-122001 has committed {or is suspected to have committed) the
offence under Section 3 of Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002, 1.
punishable under Section 4 of the said Act and it has been retumed to a 2
Warrant of Arrest theraupon issued that the said accused Sh, Gauri 7
Shankar Dubey cannot be found and whereas it has bean shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Sh. Gauri Shankar Dubey has
absconded (or is concealing himselfto avoid the service of the said
warrant).

Preclamation is hersby made thal the said accused Sh. Gauri
Shankar Dubey | requirad lo appear befora this Cour 1o answar the sald
complaint on the day of 09.07.2026.

Shri Saurabh Pratap Singh Laler

Additional Sessions Judge-05
Patiala House Court, New Delhi

Narela to become educational hub,
metro connectivity soon
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advise caution

The Capital recorded a maximum temperature of 44.5 °C, 4.1
notches above normal, on Wednesday. GAJENDRA YADAV

Ankita Upadhyay
New Delhi, May 20

WITH TEMPERATURES soar-
ing in the Capital and the IMD
issuing an orange alert, hospi-
tals across Delhi have begun re-
porting sporadic cases of heat-
related illnesses. Major
hospitals said they have not yet
reported any cases of heat
stroke, asevere and potentially
life-threatening condition.
However, some facilities said
patients have been reporting
symptoms of heat exhaustion.

Heat exhaustion occurs
when the body overheats and
loses excessive water and salts,
usually due to prolonged expo-
sure to high temperatures. If
left untreated, it can progress to
heat stroke.

At the Centre-run Ram Ma-
nohar Lohia (RML) Hospital,
doctors confirmed that a pa-
tient with heat exhaustion
symptoms visited on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, doctors at Indra-
prastha Apollo Hospital said
they have seen a rise in cases
linked to heat exposure, with
patients complaining of dehy-
dration, headaches, cramps,
and rashes.

As heatwave continued for
the second consecutive day,
Delhi recorded a maximum
temperature of 44.5 °C 4.1
notches above normal on Wed-
nesday. Hospitals in Delhi have
alsostepped up preparednessby
ensuring the availability of air-
conditioners, coolers, and drink-
ing water facilities for patients
and attendants.

According to Dr Prabhat
Kumar Jha, Director of Internal
Medicine at Medanta Guru-
gram, older adults are among
the most vulnerable to heat-re-
lated illnesses, as their body's
ability to regulate temperature
declines with age. People with
chronicillnessesare particularly
susceptible to complications
from dehydration and heat
stress. Children and infants are
equally atrisk, sincethey tend to
dehydrate more quickly and
may not recognise or communi-
cate symptoms WELL, he said.

"Certain medications can
alsoreduce the body's ability to
cope with high temperatures.
Outdoor workers are exposed to
prolonged direct heat and
therefore face elevated risks,"
Dr Jha noted. As per Dr Jha,
pregnant women and individ-
uals without accessto adequate
cooling or hydration may also
be more vulnerable.

Drawing a distinction be-
tween heat exhaustion and
heat stroke, Dr Jha clarified that
while both are caused by exces-
sive heat exposure, heat stroke

e Skywatch

Forecast: May 21,2026
Mainly clear sky, heat wave
conditions at many places

MAX: 45-47

5.6°C above normal

MIN: 27-29

0.5°C above normal

e AQI Tracker

£/

Anand Vihar Narela
Poor Poor
AQI: 241 AQI:177

Jahangirpuri Pusa

Poor Moderate

AQl: 267 AQl:144
Good (0-50)

® Satisfactory (51-100)
Moderate (101-200)

® Poor (201-300)

@ Very Poor (301-400)

® Severe (401-500)

is the more life-threatening of
thetwo."A person with heat ex-
haustion may experience
heavy sweating, weakness, diz-
ziness, headache, nausea,
muscle cramps, and extreme
thirst. Their skin may feel cool,
pale, or clammy, and they may
feel faint or unusually tired," he
explained.

"Heat stroke, on the other
hand, is a medical emergency.
Warning signs include a very
high body temperature, con-
fusion, disorientation, slurred
speech, unusual behaviour,
seizures, or loss of conscious-
ness. The skin may feel hot and
dry, although sweating can still
occur in some cases," he added.

The key difference, he said,
isthat in heat stroke the body's
temperature regulation system
begins to fail, affecting the
brain and vital organs. Anyone
showing signs of heat stroke in-
cluding confusion, altered
mental status, seizures, diffi-
culty breathing, collapse dur-
ing extreme heat should re-
ceive immediate medical
attention, Dr Jha cautioned.

DrJhaadvised avoidingout-
door activity between 12 noon
and 4 pm, when temperatures
peak. “Outdoor workers should
take frequent breaks in shaded
areas and carry water or ORS.
Wearing loose-fitting, light-col-
oured cotton clothing, along
with a cap, scarf...or sunglasses,
can help the body stay cool..”

day dismissed an application
filed by the family of Twisha
Sharma -who was found hang-
ingat her marital home in Bho-
pal last week — seeking direc-
tions that asecond postmortem
examination be conducted at
AIIMS Delhi, but ordered the
authorities to urgently explore
facilities across Madhya Pra-
desh capable of preserving the
body at ultra-low temperatures
amid fears of decomposition.
The day also saw Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav saying that the state gov-
ernment would write to the CBI
seeking an investigation into
the death of the 33-year-old
model and actor. An official
statement issued after the CM
met Twisha’s family at the state
secretariat in Bhopal said that
Yadav assured the relatives that
the government would “fully
assist” them in the case. “A
letter will also be written to the
CBI for investigation in this
case,” the statement added.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav meets the family of
Twisha Sharma, in Bhopal on Wednesday. ani

Meanwhile, in an order
passed by Judicial Magistrate
First Class Anudita Gupta, the
court dismissed Twisha's fam-
ily’sapplication seeking “direc-
tions for conducting a second
postmortem examination at
AIIMS Delhi and for forensic
analysis of the deceased”.

However, the court took
note of concerns raised regard-
ingthe preservation of Twisha's
body. Referring to a police re-
port placed before it, the magis-
trate recorded that the body is
currently being keptin the mor-
tuary at AIIMS Bhopal at minus

Deepika dowry death:
Mother-in-law, uncle
of husband arrested

Drishti Jain
Greater Noida, May 20

THE POLICE on Wednesday
arrested two more accused in
the alleged dowry death case of
24-year-old Deepika Nagar,
who reportedly jumped to
death from the terrace of herin-
laws’ home in Greater Noida
on Sunday.

Those arrested include her
mother-in-law, Poonam, and
her husband’s uncle, Vinod.
Earlier, Deepika’s husband,
Ritik, areal estate businessman
studyinglaw, and her father-in-
law, Manoj, had been arrested
inthe case.

Police said Deepika was al-
legedly subjected to harass-
mentsoon after her marriagein
December 2024. “The mother-
in-law used to harass her for a
car, gold and a plot,” an officer
said, adding that the uncle too
shared a “common intent” in
the alleged harassment.

Police said Deepika's viscera
samples have been sent to a

Deepika's sister Sarika and their
uncle on Tuesday. ani

Ghaziabad laboratory for
examination.

Meanwhile, Deepika's post-
mortem report has revealed a
blood clot in the brain, a rup-
tured spleen and bruises across
the body. Sources said the re-
port recorded contusions on
her face, elbow joints, forearm,
right thigh, chest and ab-
domen. According to an officer,
while the injuries were consist-
ent with the fall, some ap-
peared to be ante-mortem, or
inflicted before death.

“This possibly implies she
was being harassed,” the
officer said.

4 degrees Celsius. The author-
ities at the institute had, how-
ever, informed police that pres-
ervation at minus 80 degrees
Celsiuswasrequired to prevent
decomposition of the body.

The court noted that based
on information gathered,
“there is no facility available
anywhere in Bhopal for low-
temperature preservation”.

In view of this, the magis-
trate directed the Station House
Officer of Katara Hills police
station to “immediately obtain
written information from
medical institutions” on

submit a written report to the
court “without any delay”.

The order comes amid an
escalating dispute over the cir-
cumstances surrounding Twi-
sha’s death and the findings of
theinitial postmortem examin-
ation. Her family has alleged
that the autopsy conducted at
AIIMS Bhopal was compro-
mised under the influence of
the family of the accused.
While Twisha's husband Sa-
marth Singh, who is abscond-
ing, is a lawyer, her mother-in-
law, Giribala Singh, is a retired
additional district judge.

The family’s plea had ques-
tioned the postmortem report
describing the cause of death as
“asphyxia due to antemortem
hanging by ligature” while also
noting “multiple antemortem
injuries”. The application also al-
leged that the “ligature material”
—the belt allegedly used in the
hanging—-wasnever provided to
the doctors conducting the
autopsy at AIIMS Bhopal.

court that there was a “strong
possibility” that Samarth might
flee the country and sought is-
suance of aletter to the Regional
Passport Officer for cancellation
or suspension of his passport as
well asissuance of an alert. The
court, however, observed that
before deciding on such a re-
quest, “itappears appropriate to
hear the accused”. It subse-
quently directed that notice be
issued toSamarth Singh, asking
him to show cause why such ac-
tion should not be taken.

Bhopal Police Commis-
sioner Sanjay Kumar, mean-
while, said the investigation so
far “points towards suicide and
not murder”.

On Twisha’s family alleging
lapses in the police investiga-
tion, includingdelaysin the ar-
rest of Samarth, Kumar said the
investigation was still under-
way. “It takes time to investi-
gate sometimes. We have made
our parties and will soon arrest
him,” he added.

Woman dies after falling from building;
husband and brother-in-law arrested

Pragynesh
New Delhi, May 20

IN ANOTHER suspected case
of dowry death, a 25-year-old
woman allegedly fell to death
from abuilding in West Delhi's
Inderpuri on Monday. Her hus-
band and his brother were ar-
rested in connection to the inci-
dent on Wednesday.

Police identified the woman
as Venna Kumari and the two
arrested men as her husband
Raju Singh (27) and his brother
Rajkumar (22).

“Based on the inquiry,
family members' statements,
and findings of the postmor-
tem examination conducted on
Tuesday, an FIR has been regis-
tered at Inderpuri police station
under BNS against the de-
ceased woman's husband and
his two brothers on the charge
of dowry death,” said DCP
(West) Darade Sharad Bhaskar.

As the marriage had taken
placeless than seven years ago,
legal proceedings under provi-
sions related to dowry death
were initiated, and the matter
was reported to the Sub-Divi-

Venna’s younger
brother Raj said
hegotacallfrom
her sister minutes
before her death
sayingthat shewas
being ‘tortured’

sional Magistrate (SDM), Karol
Bagh, he said. The SDM re-
corded the statements of the
woman's family members,
while the crime and forensics
teams from Rohini inspected
the spot and collected evidence
scientifically, Bhaskar added.

Venna’s younger brother,
Raj, told The Indian Express
that he got a call from her sister
minutes before her death.

“She called me at9.55pmon
Monday, and said that she was
being tortured. I immediately
left my house and was on my
way, when her husband called
and said that she ‘fell’ off the
roof,” he added.

“The woman was taken to
the hospital by Raju and Rajku-

mar, wholived with the couple.
Atabout 11 pm, the police got a
call from the hospital about the
death of the woman,” the of-
ficer added.

Police said Raju had mar-
ried Venna in Uttar Pardesh’s
Sambhal in 2022. “About six
monthslater, the couple moved
to Delhi after Raju gotajoband
shifted to a second-floor apart-
ment in a three-floor building
in Inderpuri,” said an officer.

Based on the statement of
Venna’s father, the officeradded,
“The family used to comment
about how the woman’s father
should have given a better bike
orabetter TV.”

An officer said that the
couple's neighbours denied
having heard any fight or argu-
ment between them.

“The rooftop of the build-
ing, from where the woman al-
legedly fell, also has a room.
The occupants of the room de-
nied seeing the husband or the
brother on the roof at the time
oftheincident,” another officer
said, adding that so far, it has
not surfaced that the woman
was physically tortured as well.

nesday adjourned the hearing
on the bail pleas of two of the
accused in the 2020 Northeast
Delhi communal riots case that
challenged a Delhi High Court
order denying them bail.

Posting the matter for hear-
ing on Friday, the top court,
however, indicated that it was,
prima facie, in favour of grant-
ing them the relief. “Prima
facie, we are with you,” a
bench of Justices Aravind
Kumar and P B Varale said as it
adjourned the hearing on pleas
by accused Tasleem Ahmed
and Khalid Saifi.

On Tuesday, Additional Sol-
icitor General (ASG) S V Raju,
appearing for the Delhi Police,
had told the court that he was
studying ajudgment delivered
on Monday by a two-judge SC
bench of Justices B V Naga-
rathna and Ujjal Bhuyan, grant-
ing bail to Kashmir resident
Syed Iftikhar Andrabi - booked
under UAPA in a case of narco-
terror probed by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA). He
had told the top court that that
the matter might need to be re-
ferred to a larger bench owing
to conflicting views of two other
two-judge benches.

The top court on Wednes-
day deferred the hearing after
ASG Raju sought another two
days’ time to make sub-
missions.

Meanwhile, senior advocate
Rebecca John, appearing for
Saifi, and Advocate Mehmood
Pracha, appearing for
Ahmed, said they were relying
onthejudgmentin the Gulfisha
Fatima vs State case as the
principle laid down therein
was enough to secure their
clients bail.

Thebench of Justices Naga-
rathna and Bhuyan, while
granting bail to Andrabi Mon-
day, had referred to a 2021 deci-
sion of a three-judge bench in
the case Union of India vs K A
Najeeb.

The court had in the case
said that violation of a funda-
mental right, like the one to
speedy trial, can be a ground for
grant of bail even under a strin-
gent law like the UAPA.

Thebench had thenupheld
the bail granted to an accused
jailed since April 2015 for al-
leged involvement in chopping
the hand of a Kerala professor
in 2010.

‘Canreach office in 25 mins’: Commuters await Gaur Chowk underpass

Drishti Jain
Noida, May 20

IN A move that will come as a
relief to a lakh vehicles that
travel everyday through Gaur
Chowkin Greater Noida West —
one of the busiest intersections
in the NCR - an eight-lane
underpass, which isunder con-
struction, is expected to open
by mid-August.
The700-metre-long under-
pass will run parallel to the Taj
Highway and connect Greater
Noida (Surajpur) and Gaur City.
Officials said 76% of the con-
struction has been completed,
and the projectis expected tobe
completed ahead of schedule.
The Greater Noida Indus-
trial Development Authority
(GNIDA) had planned the pro-
ject in 2024 to alleviate traffic

snarls. Gaur Chowk is a crucial
point, leading to Gaur city in
the North, Greater Noida
(Surajpur) in the South, Delhi in
the West and National Highway
24 in the East. “Around 11lakh
vehicles pass through the inter-
section every day,” said a senior
GNIDA official, adding that
30,000 vehicles are expected to
use the underpass.

Officials said though the
project —estimated to cost Rs 82
crore — started in 2024, it took
almost an year to relocate sewer
lines, cables, gas pipelines and
create diversions for com-
muters. “The most challenging
phase involved deep excava-
tion in the covered section of
the underpass, which is now
finished. The remaining work
primarily consists of building
the entry and exit ramps, with

Construction work underway at Gaur Chowk. GAJENDRA YADAV

one side towards Surajpur al-
ready completed,” the official
said, addingthat delay was also
caused dueto pollution restric-
tions under the Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan.

When The Indian Express
visited the spotlast week, dozens
of autorickshaws were parked

haphazardly along the road
going to Surajpur. Among them
was ChandraShekhar (45). “Itry
getting as many rides as I can
duringthe afternoon since when
theeveningsetsin, all fourroads
are packed,” he said.

“If T pick up a ride from
Surajpur towards Gaur City, I

have to take along U-turn after
crossingtowards Delhi, adding
roughly 1kmin each direction.
During evening rush hour, this
canadd upto30 minutestothe
journey,” he said, adding that
once the underpass is oper-
ational, vehicles will be able to
continue traveling straight.
Shekhar said the underpass
would provide 90% relief be-
tween 7 am and 10 am and
again after 6 pm. “The morning
rush largely comprises vehicles
headed towards Delhi and the
evening flow movingin the op-
posite direction,” he added.
For Manish Sisodia (42), a
motorist with an app-based
bike taxi service, timely com-
pletion of the project is crucial
to his daily earnings. Manish
complained that the construc-
tion has worsened traffic con-

gestion. “Ifa passenger books a
ride from one side to the other,
we have to take a long detour,
but the fare remains the same.
The company does not count
the extra2 km we take on many
trips,” he said.

For instance, he said, aride
from Surajpur to Gaur City is
around Rs 115 for a 17-km dis-
tance but the extra distance
caused by diversions is not
added tothefare. “During peak
hours, the detour can add 1.5-2
km and considerably increase
travel time,” he added.

A commuter hoped the pro-
jectwould help him reach his of-
fice in Surajpur on time. A resi-
dent of RDC in Ghaziabad, he
said it takesaround an hour cur-
rently every morning. “The
underpass will reduce travel
time to 25 minutes,” he added.

e ACCUSED WOMAN INVOLVED IN SIX THEFTS SINCE 2008 WAS ARRESTED LAST MONTH

Domestic help built fortune on jewellery heists with multiple identities, 15 dogs

Pragynesh
New Delhi, May 20

SONIA, SONA, Anita. These are
names of not three women, but
one — a thief posing as a do-
mestic help. She has six cases of
house thefts against her, span-
ning from 2008 to 2026.

For police, these were
among Delhi’s most unusual
theft cases, carried out under
multiple identities, aided by
insider tips, and involving an
unconventional method of
converting stolen gold into
loans instead of selling it.

Police said Sonia — the
name she went by usually — is
46, a widow, a mother to two,

and 15 dogs.

“She arrived from Chennai
over 20 years ago and settled in
West Delhi. Her husband Karti-
keya ran a garment shop,” said
an officer.

By 2008, Sonia started
working as a domestic help. But
the expenses were not cutting
it for the family. “She would
work at houses for a few days,
get an idea about where the
families kept jewellery, steal i,
and flee,” said an officer.

Police said she would talk
security guards into telling her
the houses which needed tem-
porary helpers.

In 2008, she allegedly car-
ried out her first theft at a busi-

nessman’s house in Punjabi
Bagh. “Since then, she has car-
ried out at least six more rob-
beries. In 2025 alone, she stole
jewellery worth Rs 2 crore from
a house in Shalimar Bagh and
made off with Rs 60 lakh from
MauryaEnclave... Shetook the
jewellery and deposited itin a
locker for a gold loan,” said an
officer. She has opened 15 such
lockers, which house over 2 kg
of gold, police said.

Sonia’s luck ran out last
month. “She got to know from
a guard that a family in Shali-
mar Bagh was looking for a
helper. It was businessman
Vijay Pal Gupta’s house,” said
an officer.

The woman stationed her dogs across her house to guard her
money and buy her time in case the police showed up.

Police said Gupta lives with
his wife on the first floor of his
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three-floor house while his son
and daughter-in-law occupy

the second floor. On April 16,
Sonia went to their house. “She
asked for just half the salary of
their previous help ... In three
days, she had noticed that Pal’s
wife would keep jewellery in
the cupboard and other places,”
the officer said.

On April 19, Sonia allegedly
snuck into the bedroom. “She
stole jewellery worth Rs 1.5
crore. Pal’s wife later found the
cupboard open, the jewellery
gone, and Sonia missing,” said
an officer.

Pal filed acomplaint. Police
initially faced atough time due
to her multiple, fake identities.

“We had information that
shelivedin Rohini’s Sector 11...

and we finally managed to
track her,” said a police officer.

On April 29, officers reached
Sonia’s three-floor house in Ro-
hini. They expected resistance,
but not four-legged guards.

There were 15 dogs: three
Pitbulls, four American Bullies
and the rest were mixed breeds,
police said.

“Aswe entered, two of them
jumped on us. A couple of of-
ficers reached the first floor,
where they encountered three-
four more. She had stationed
them across the house to guard
her money and buy her timein
case the police showed up,” said
an officer.

“We managed to shoo the

dogs and reach her bedroom
where she was hiding.” said an
officer. She was arrested.

During questioning, she
said her real name was Malika.
But her Aadhaar card showed
her name as Sona.

Sonia said she started buy-
ing the dogs over five years
ago.“She hasbuildings and flats
worth crores. We are in the pro-
cess of seizing them,” a senior
officer said.

“Mostofthestolengoldisin
the safes of some of India’s big-
gest loan firms. We have asked
the branch manager of one of
the firms tojoin the probe, and
will make the firm an accused
in the case,” said an officer.
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India-Italy joint statement: Focus on
terror, tech & unblocking of Hormuz

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, May 20

FROM COMMON position on
terrorism to creation of INNO-
VIT India, an innovation hub;
launch of a dialogue on mari-
time security to ‘Italy Calls
India: A University-Enterprise
Talent Bridge’ — these are
among the key outcomesinthe
joint statement of India and
Italy after Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi met Italian PM
Giorgia Meloni on Wednesday.

PM Modi said, “India and
Italy share a consensus that
terrorism poses a grave chal-
lenge to humanity. Our joint
initiatives against terror fi-
nancing have set a significant
example for the entire world.
India and Italy have sent a
clear message: responsible
democracies do not merely
condemn terrorism; they also
take concrete steps to dis-
mantle its financial networks.”

Accordingto thejoint state-
ment, the two leaders “strongly
condemned terrorism and vi-
olent extremism in all its forms
and manifestations, including
cross border terrorism. The two
leaders strongly condemned
the April 2025 Pahalgam terror
attack and reiterated their
commitment to cooperate in
the fight against terrorists and

terrorist groups and their affili-
ates including those listed in
the UN Security Council 1267
Sanctions regime.”

On innovation, the joint
statement said that they an-
nounced the creation of IN-
NOVIT India, an innovation
hub located in India aimed at
strengthening cooperation be-
tween the respective innova-
tion ecosystems, support star-
tup acceleration programs,
market access and business
matching. It also addresses
joint research, university
collaboration, and talent mo-
bility in sectors including fin-
tech, healthcare, semiconduc-
tors, logistics and supply
chains, agritech, energy, quan-
tum computing and artificial
intelligence.

Both leaders reaffirmed
their commitmenttoahuman-
centric, secure, trustworthy
and robust Artificial Intelli-
gence, and they agreed to col-
laborate in thisdomain includ-
ingin “third countries”, it said.

The prime ministers placed
particular emphasis on oppor-
tunities for cooperation in the
field of “supercomputing.” It
said that both leaders agreed to
launch a ‘Dialogue on Mari-
time Security’, with the aim of
increasing maritime security
cooperation, coordination and

PM Narendra Modi gifts a packet of ‘Melody’ toffees to Italy’s
Giorgia Meloniin Rome, Wednesday. Ani

the exchange of information
and best practices in the
maritime domain.

On higher education and
mobility of students, they wel-
comed the launch of ‘ICI-Italy
CallsIndia: A University-Enter-
prise Talent Bridge’ aimed at
enhancing the talent of Indian
students enrolled in Italian uni-
versities by offering concrete
pathways for guidance, match-
ing and qualified integration
into Italian enterprises.

On cultural cooperation,
they underlined culture as a
key pillar of bilateral dialogue
and welcomed the signing of an
MoU on “Italy’s participation in
the development of the Na-
tional Maritime Heritage Com-
plexin Lothal”.

The two leaders also en-
couraged the organization of an
Italy-India Cultural Forum
bringing together institutions,
experts, and representatives of
the creative industries.

Onthe MoU for cooperation
in critical minerals, the state-
ment said both countries
agreed to expand bilateral co-
operation in the field of critical
minerals by establishing a
structured framework for col-
laboration, with particularem-
phasis on sustainability and re-
silient supply chains. They
underscored the importance of

joint efforts in recovery of “criti-
cal minerals from unconven-
tional sources, including elec-
tronic waste and mine tailings.”

On cooperation in Africa,
the two sides “agreed to work
together in trilateral initiatives
with African partners in areas
such as Digital Public Infra-
structure (DPI), agriculture,
education, healthcare, artificial
intelligence, connectivity and
infrastructure and renewable
energy” in line with India’s de-
velopment partnership in Af-
rica and Italy’s Mattei Plan.

On the war in West Asia,
both leaders expressed “deep
concern” over the situation in
West Asia and its effects in the
region as well as the rest of the
world. The leaders welcomed
the ceasefire announced on
April 8,2026 and underlined
the importance of de-escala-
tion, dialogue and diplomacy
foralasting peacein theregion.
They also called for freedom of
navigation and the resumption
of global flows through the
Strait of Hormuz.”

Onthe war in Ukraine, they
expressed “concern” and
agreed to continue to support
efforts towards the achiev-
ement of a comprehensive,
just and lasting peace in
Ukraine through dialogue and
diplomacy.

‘Reflects anarchic mindset’: BJP slams Rahul over ‘traitor’ remark

ENS & PTI
New Delhi, May 20

THE BJP on Wednesday hit out
at Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi over his “traitor” re-
marks against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home Min-
ister Amit Shah and the RSS,
saying the Congress leader’s
words “reflect hisanarchicand
divisive mindset”.

BJP president Nitin Nabin
said Gandhi's remarks were an
insult for the 140 crore people
of the country and demanded
an apology from him. “Rahul
Gandhi’s statement today... is

extremely unfortunate, asit ex-
poses his anarchic and divisive
mindset. In Indian politics,
where there has been a tradi-
tion of integrity and mutual re-
spect, such indecent language
is completely unacceptable.”
“Those who put a leash on
terrorism. Those who eradi-
cated Naxalism. Are they the
traitors? Or those who sheltered
terrorism. Those who promoted
Naxalism. Are they the trai-
tors?” Nabin said, adding that
the people of the country were
watching everything and the
Congress would receive a befit-
ting reply when the time comes.

BJP president Nitin Nabin
demands an apology from
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi

Nabin called Gandhi the
“Rahu” of Indian politics, alleg-

ingthat the Congressleader has
been “polluting and contami-
nating” the country’s political
atmosphere with his mindset
and behaviour.

“The frustration and des-
pair arising from repeated
electoral defeats are now
clearly evident in his (Gan-
dhi’s) statements. While Rahul
Gandhi’s ancestors had mort-
gaged the country’s land and
conscience, today, under the
leadership of the Honorable
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modiji, the country’s land has
been secured and the confi-
dence of the citizens has also

been strengthened,” Nabin
posted on X.

The BJP’ssharp retort came
after Gandhi called Modi, Shah
and the RSS “traitors” while
launching an attack on them
onvariousissuesataneventin
his Lok Sabha constituency of
Rae Bareli on Wednesday.

The BJP chief also alleged
that the Congress has become
a “private limited company” of
Gandhi and hissister, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra.

In a video posted on X, BJP
spokesperson Pradeep Bhan-
dari said Gandhi’s remarks re-
flect the mindset of “urban Na-
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xals” and alleged that the LoP
is acting against the country's
interests.

“Rahul Gandhi has called
140 crore Indians traitors. This
tells you that his remote con-
trol is with anti-India forces,”
Bhandari said.

Bhandari further alleged
that Gandhi is angry because
“India is united” under Modi
and accused him of targeting
the Indian state itself. He also
alleged that Gandhi’slanguage
resembles that used by “terror-
ists in Pakistan” and accused
him of furthering the agenda of
“anti-India forces”.

Rubio to arrive on
May 23 for 4-day
visit; trade, energy,
defence on agenda

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, May 20

INDICATING AN incremental
progress in bilateral ties with
India, US Secretary of State
Marco Rubiowill visit India from
May 23 to 26, in what will be his
first visit tothe country asthe US
Secretary of State and NSA.

According to a statement
from US State Department spo-
kesperson, Thomas “Tommy”
Pigott, “Secretary Rubio will
travel to India from May 23-26,
where he will visit Kolkata, Agra,
Jaipur, and New Delhi”. “The
Secretary will discuss energy se-
curity, trade, and defense coop-
eration during meetings with
senior Indian officials,” the state-
ment said. Rubiois alsolikely to
take partin ameetingof Foreign
Ministers of the Quad countries.

Duringthevisit, Rubioisalso
likely to attend the 250th year
celebrations of American Inde-
pendence in Delhi. While his
Delhi visit was known, addition
of Kolkata, Agra and Jaipur are
new stops in the itinerary. Prep-
arationsareunderway to sched-
ule the visits of Australian and
Japanese Foreign Ministers
around the same time, sources
said. Ifthe Quad leaders’ summit
takes place later this year, it will
work towards eliminating the
shadow cast on Indo-US ties as
well as the future of the Quad
grouping ever since US Presi-
dent Donald Trump imposed
50% tariffs on India and pro-
hibitive costs on new H-1B visa
applications. The tariffs werere-
moved afterthe twosides agreed
on a trade deal early February
this year. Now, the two sides are
alsolooking at an Indian delega-
tion going to the US to finalise
the trade agreement.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has been in touch
with US Secretary of State
Rubio. Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri also met Rubioduring
his visit to Washington DC last
month. Rubio’svisittoIndia, the
first by the US Secretary of State

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio will travel to Kolkata,
Agra and Jaipur as well

and NSA from the Trump ad-
ministration, was disclosed by
Sergio Gor, the US Ambassador
to India last month, who was in
the meeting between Misri and
Rubio in Washington DC.

After the meeting, Gor, ina
post on X, had said, “Welcome
to the White House @Vikram-
Misri! Productive meeting with
@SecRubio that focused on our
bilateral relationship, es-
pecially trade, critical minerals,
defense and the Quad. Secre-
tary Rubio looks forward to
visiting India next month!”

Lastmonth, Gorhad saidthe
focus now is on Rubio’s trip.
“The Secretary (Rubio) is
coming here next month, which
we’re very excited by... He
doesn’tjustshow up. We actually
have some incredible deals that
we’re hoping to finalise in time
forhisvisitattheend of May,” he
said. He said the US is also look-
ing forward to a Quad minister-
ial meeting. “We’re very much
looking forward to havinga min-
isterial Quad meeting here in
India. Thisisalsothe Secretary’s
firstvisittoIndia. Sohe’s very ex-
cited to come, not only to Delhi,
but also to visit other places.”

“Indiaisvitally important to
us. It’s an incredible partner
and the President also has an
incredible relationship with
your Prime Minister... If you
look at Secretary Rubio, he does
not travel because he’s full-time
at the White House also. So the
factthat heiscomingover here
shows the level of importance
that the United States gives to
India,” he said.

Reimagining the future of justice with Indian Law Schools

HE legal education system in India is wit-
nessing a rapid transformation driven by

—

business understanding.
While automation may reduce demand for

technology, globalisation, regulatory re-
forms, and evolving industry demands. Once
viewed primarily as a pathway to courtroom liti-
gation or judicial services, the field has expanded
significantly to include emerging domains such as
cyber law, artificial intelligence, technology law,
environmental law, intellectual property rights, in-
ternational arbitration, and sports law.

From traditional law colleges to emerging pri-
vate universities, institutions are reshaping cur-
riculum, expanding specialisations, and preparing
students for a rapidly evolving legal ecosystem.
This shift is driven by factors such as the digital
economy, globalisation of legal practice, the rise
of legal technology, increasing corporate com-
pliance needs, and growing awareness of rights-
based governance.

A growing sector under
tight regulation

Today, India has one of the world's largest le-
gal education networks, with more than 1,700
law institutions offering three-year and five-year
programmes. The sector is requlated by the Bar
Council of India (BCl), which standardized cur-
riculum, faculty, infrastructure, and professional
eligibility. Over the decades, the establishment
of National Law Universities marked a turning
pointin legal education.

As India positions itself as a global economic
and technological power, the future of legal edu-
cation has become increasingly central to the
country’s democratic and industrial development.

Therise of interdisciplinary legal studies

Modern law is no longer confined to consti-
tutional interpretation or civil disputes. The ex-
pansion of India’s digital economy and regula-
tory framework has led to the emergence of
specialised legal fields.

Cyber law, data protection, artificial intelli-
gence law, fintech regulation, environmental
governance, sports law, intellectual property
rights, and international arbitration are among
the fastest-growing domains in legal education.
Universities are introducing elective-driven cur-
ricula and specialised centres to align legal train-
ing with market demand. The rise of Al gover-
nance and digital privacy debates has
accelerated interest in technology law. With India

moving towards stronger data protection frame-
works and Al regulation, law graduates with ex-
pertise in digital compliance and emerging tech-
nologies are increasingly in demand.

Environmental law has also gained relevance
amid climate litigation, sustainability regula-
tions, and corporate ESG obligations. Arbitration
and mediation are emerging as preferred areas
due to India’s push to become a global dispute
resolution hub. This reflects a broader transition
where law functions as part of an interdiscipli-
nary system rather than inisolation.

Internships emerging as the new
training ground

For many law students, education now ex-
tends beyond classrooms. Internships have be-
come a crucial part of legal training, with stu-
dents gaining exposure across litigation
chambers, corporate law firms, NGOs, policy
think tanks, legal-tech companies, tribunals, and
judicial offices. Employers increasingly prioritise
practical exposure over academic scores alone.

Top law firms recruit from leading NLUs and
private universities for roles in corporate law, dis-
pute resolution, and compliance, while litigation
remains a preferred path for students interested
in advocacy and constitutional law despite fi-
nancial uncertainties. Judicial services examina-
tions are also attracting aspirants seeking sta-
ble public careers.

At the same time, NGOs, policy organisa-
tions, and research institutions are creating
opportunities in governance, human rights,
and public policy, highlighting the expand-
ing scope of the profession beyond litigation

and corporate practice.

Private universities reshaping legal
learning

Private universities and law colleges are
playing a key role in reshaping legal education in
India. In recent years, many have invested in in-
frastructure, global collaborations, research
centres, and industry-linked learning models.

These institutions offer specialised courses
in technology law, business law; forensic studies,
and global governance. Flexible curricula allow
quicker adaptation to industry needs. Many
have also expanded access to legal education in
underserved regions through scholarships, ex-
change programmes, and partnerships with law
firms and corporates, helping bridge the gap
between academics and practice.

However, concerns regarding rising costs,
uneven academic quality, affordability, inclu-
sivity, and the commercialisation of legal edu-
cation continue to persist.

Artificial intelligence redefining the
future law

Al'is redefining the legal profession at an un-
precedented pace. Legal research platforms,
contract review software, predictive analytics,
and Al-driven compliance systems are already
transforming legal work globally.

This shift has forced law schools to rethink
curriculum and pedagogy. Institutions are in-
troducing legal-tech training, coding basics,
digital research methods, and Al ethics into
their programmes. Analysts believe future
lawyers will require hybrid skills that combine
legal reasoning, technological literacy, and

repetitive legal work, the larger challenge for
legal education is preparing students for a pro-
fessional environment where adaptability is es-
sential.

Bridging the gap between theory and
practice

Despite the growth of legal education, insti-
tutions are increasingly focusing on bridging
the gap between theoretical knowledge and
practical skills. Moot courts, internships, drafting
exercises, and courtroom simulations are be-
coming integral to legal training, giving stu-
dents greater exposure to real-world practice.

This emphasis on experiential learning is
helping students improve advocacy, legal writ-
ing, communication, research, and courtroom
etiquette skills, particularly in institutions seek-
ing stronger industry interaction.

Redefining legal careers in an evolv-
ing world

Globalisation has expanded career opportu-
nities for Indian law graduates. There has been a
rise in students pursuing LLM degrees abroad
and exploring careers in international arbitra-
tion, commercial law, policy advisory, and cross-
border legal practice.

Simultaneously, alternative career paths such
as legal journalism, academia, policy consult-
ing, legal-tech startups, and entrepreneurship
are gaining popularity. Technology and global
exposure continue to reshape the profession.

As the legal profession evolves, institutions
must produce graduates who are academically
strong, technologically aware, globally in-
formed, and professionally skilled. The direction
of legal education will significantly influence
the future of India’s justice system and gover-
nance framework.

With growing global exposure, technologi-
cal advancements, and diversified career op-
portunities, law graduates are expected to com-
bine academic knowledge with practical
expertise and adaptability. The future of legal
education lies in building a generation of
lawyers who are socially aware, globally con-
nected, and equipped to contribute meaning-
fully to India's justice system and governance
framework.

ADVERTORIAL

The Practice of Law is Changing.

Legal Education Must Too.

At Manav Rachna School of Law, legal education extends beyond
classrooms into advocacy, governance, mediation, and society impact.

MANAV
RACHMNA
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student sits with multiple tabs

open on a laptop. One screen
streams a constitutional debate.
Another tracks a global policy issue.
A third carries notes for a moot
court competition scheduled the
next morning. Somewhere be-
tween research, advocacy, negoti-
ation, and analysis, the definition of
legal education has quietly
changed.

And so has the lawyer India
now needs.

Theimage of law as a profession
limited to courtrooms and case files
is rapidly evolving. Today, legal pro-
fessionals increasingly find them-
selves at the centre of conversa-
tions around technology, business,
governance, media, public policy,
ethics, and social change. The mod-
ern lawyer is expected not only to
understand the law, but also the
systems, industries, and societies
shaped by it.

AtManav Rachna School of Law,
this changing reality informs how
students learn. The approach recog-
nises a simple idea: students under-
stand law better when they experi-
ence it closely, question it critically,
and apply it practically. Which is
why learning often extends beyond
conventional classrooms.

Moot courtrooms recreate the
intensity of legal argument and de-
cision-making. Mediation exercises
strengthen dialogue-based dispute
resolution skills. Parliamentary de-
bates sharpen articulation and an-
alytical thinking, while legal aid ini-

CJI Surya Kant at the Justice R.C. Lahoti Memorial Lecture,
Manav Rachna

tiatives expose students to com-
munities and realities that rarely
appear inside textbooks. The result
is an environment designed to
make learning immersive, contem-
porary, and connected to the world
outside campus walls.

The exposure is further strength-
ened through engagement with
distinguished members of the legal
fraternity. The Advisory Board of the
School of Law comprises eminent
jurists and legal professionals, cur-
rently chaired by former Chief Jus-
tice of India, Justice U.U. Lalit. Its
founding Chairperson was former
Chief Justice of India, Justice R.C.
Lahoti, whose association con-
tributed significantly to building an
ecosystem rooted in academic
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rigour, professional relevance, and
constitutional values.

Career readiness remains cen-
tral throughout the student journey,
supported through internships, ad-
vocacy training, interdisciplinary
exposure, and experiential learn-
ing. Students prepare not only for
traditional legal careers, but also for
emerging pathways across corpo-
rate advisory, public policy, gover-
nance, alternate dispute resolution,
and legal consulting.

At Manav Rachna School of
Law, legal education reflects an un-
derstanding that tomorrow's
lawyers may ultimately be defined
not merely by the cases they argue,
but by the complexities they learn
to navigate.
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Current International Perspectives
and Trends on Al Accountability

The International Al Accountability Forum 2026
Theme Global Architecture of AI Accountability:
Evolving Regulatory and Liability Framework

he global architecture of Al ac-
Tcountability is rapidly reshaping

international law as nations con-
front a critical question: How do we as-
sign legal liability when a non-human
Al system causes harm?

Historically, tort law and civil liability
relied on human intent, negligence and
foreseeability. However, the opaque
and adaptive nature of Al makes it diffi-
cult to establish direct causation be-
tween a developer's design and a spe-
cific harm, exposing the limitations of
traditional fault-based liability systems.

In response, the European Union's
revised Product Liability Directive, to be
implemented by December 2026, clas-
sifies Al systems as products and strictly
shifts toward stricter liability standards.
It reduces the burden of proof on con-
sumers, allows courts to compel disclo-
sure of evidence, and presumes a defect
in highly complex cases, effectively re-
quiring developers to prove their sys-
tems were not responsible for the al-
leged harm.

At the international level, the Organ-
isation for Economic Co-operation and
Development, or OECD's "Due Dili-
gence Guidance for Responsible Al" op-
erationalises the OECD Al Principles
through risk-based auditing and trace-
ability of datasets, processes and deci-
sions throughout an Al system's lifecy-
cle. Embedding Responsible Business
Conduct into corporate governance en-
ables auditors and legal professionals
to verify algorithmic decisions and
identify accountability gaps.

India has also adopted a balanced
requlatory approach through NITI
Aayog's "Responsible Al for All" strat-
egy and the Reserve Bank of India's
FREE-Al framework, which emphasises
seven "sutras”, including trust, a peo-
ple-first approach, innovation over re-
straint, fairness, resilience, understand-
able by design and accountability.
Together, these frameworks reflect a
growing global consensus that organi-
sations deploying Al systems must re-
main legally accountable for the conse-

DPG Law College

Dark Patterns And Consumer Protection In E-Commerce

Gahlot, the Chaudhary Partap Singh

Memorial Charitable Trust stands as a
distinguished educational organization
dedicated to fostering academic excel-
lence, innovation, and professional in-
tegrity. Today, the group offers over 100
programs across a wide range of disci-
plines through DPG Degree College, DPG
Law College, and DPG College of Phar-
macy. Spread across a 15-acre campus, the
institutions provide excellent sports facili-
ties, modern infrastructure, and highly
qualified faculty across various depart-
ments. These institutions remain committed
to nurturing ethically responsible and in-
dustry-ready professionals by continuously
aligning their academic framework with
the evolving demands of a competitive
global environment.

The rapid expansion of e-commerce in
India has raised many concerns about
“dark patterns,” which are deceptive user
interface layouts that manipulate con-
sumers into making unintended choices.
Practices like false urgency, hidden
charges, subscription traps, and pre-ticked
consent boxes generally push people to-
ward “yes” without real awareness. Such
practices clash with consumer autonomy
and fair competition in online markets. The
phrase “dark patterns” is recognized un-

F ounded in 2003 by Late Shri Jai Singh

der the Guidelines for Prevention and Reg-
ulation of Dark Patterns, 2023, issued by
the Central Consumer Protection Author-
ity (CCPA). The primary legal framework
covering such practices is the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019. Under Section 2(47)
of the Act, “unfair trade practices” are de-
fined, while Section 18 empowers the
CCPA to safeguard consumer rights and
prevent deceptive conduct. In addition to
this, the Consumer Protection (E-Com-
merce) Rules, 2020 came into force, em-
phasizing transparency and informed con-
sent, especially in online transactions. The
2023 Guidelines prohibit thirteen dark pat-
terns, including drip pricing, bait and
switch, confirm shaming, and basket
sneaking.

Recent developments in 2025-2026
show a stricter regulatory approach. In
June 2025, the CCPA asked e-commerce
platforms to conduct mandatory self-au-
dits within three months and submit dec-
larations confirming the absence of dark
patterns. By November 2025, more than 26
companies, including Flipkart, Myntra,
Amazon, and Swiggy, had submitted com-
pliance declarations. However, reports re-
leased in 2026 showed that some plat-
forms allegedly continued using
manipulative practices despite claiming
compliance. The CCPA also issued notices

and levied penalties against certain com-
panies, including Zepto, for misleading in-
terface designs.

A notable example is the BookMyShow
"basket sneaking” controversy, where op-
tional charity donations were automati-
cally attached to ticket purchases. After
CCPA intervention, the platform updated
its interface to make explicit consumer
consent clearer. Although India has be-
come one of the first countries to issue
dedicated dark pattern regulations, en-
forcement remains challenging due to the
rapid increase in digital technologies.
Stronger penalties, independent audits,
and higher consumer awareness are re-
quired to ensure transparency and fairness
in the e-commerce ecosystem.

Legal education also plays a major role
in this issue, as people are required to un-
derstand the meaning of manipulation in
digital spaces. Law schools and legal re-
searchers can help by encouraging aware-
ness around digital consumer rights, ethical
platform governance, and technology reg-
ulation. Greater academic involvement in
cyber law and consumer protection can
help develop stricter policy responses for
emerging digital concerns.

Riya Khurana, Assistant Professor,
DPG Law College, Gurugram

IPEM Law Academy, Ghaziabad
Shaping Future Legal Leaders with
Excellence, Ethics and Innovatlon

“Over the years, IPEM
Law Academy has built a
proud legacy of producing
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Strategic Location in

stablished in 2005, IPEM Law

Academy, Ghaziabad, a
prestigious constituent of the
IPEM Group of Institutions,
has emerged as a trusted name in
the field of legal education. Affili-
ated to Chaudhary Charan
Singh University, Meerut,

| recognised by the Bar Council

of India, and accredited by
NAAC, the Academy has been
consistently working towards nur-
turing competent, ethical and so-
cially responsible legal profes-
sionals.

Inspired by the visionary lead-
ership of Late Prof. (Dr.) B.S.
Goel and guided by the contin-
ued efforts of Mr. Anupam
Goel, Secretary, IPEM Group
of Institutions, and Prof. (Dr.)
Sugandha Goel, Executive
Director, IPEM Law Academy be-
lieves that legal education must
go beyond classrooms and text-
books. It must develop critical
thinking, advocacy skills, constitu-
tional values and a deep sense of
social responsibility.

The Academy offers a compre-
hensive range of programmes in-
cluding B.A.LL.B.,B.Com. LL.B,,
LL.B. and LL.M., catering to stu-
dents aspiring to build careers in
litigation, judiciary, corporate law,
public policy, academics and re-
search.The institution is presently
led by Prof. (Dr.) Monika
Sainger, Director, IPEM
Group of Institutions, along
with a dedicated team of experi-
enced academicians and legal
professionals.

One of the key strengths of
IPEM Law Academy is its strong
focus on practical and experi-
ential learning. Students regu-
larly participate in national
level moot court competi-
tions, trial advocacy, client
counselling, judgment writ-
ing, legal drafting, court vis-
its, legal aid camps, work-
shops, national seminars and
conferences. These activities
help students understand the real-
world application of law while de-
veloping confidence, communica-
tion and professional competence.

To keep pace with the changing
legal and technological land-
scape, the Academy also offers

| various value-added courses

1 —

Prof. (Dr.) Monika Sainger
Director, IPEM Group of Institutions

such as Judicial Services
Preparation, Case Study
Analysis, Judgment Writing,
Forensic Science, Cyber Law
and Artificial Intelligence in
Law. Access to research platforms
such as Manupatra and JSTOR
further strengthens students' le-
gal research and academic writing
abilities.

The Academy encourages holis-
tic development through active
student-led bodies such as the
Moot Court Society, Alterna-
tive Dispute Resolution
Committee, Legal Research
Club, Legal Aid Committee,
Sports Club and Cultural
Club. These platforms nurture
leadership, teamwork, creativity
and a strong professional outlook
among students.

Over the years, IPEM Law Acad-
emy has built a proud legacy of
producing gold medalists, ac-
complished advocates, judi-
cial officers, legal re-
searchers, academicians and
professionals serving across di-
verse areas of the legal field. With
an alumni network of over 2,500
legal professionals, the Acad-
emy continues to contribute
meaningfully to the legal frater-

nity.
Guided by the ideals of justice,
equality, constitutional

morality and social transfor-
mation, IPEM Law Academy re-
mains committed to its mission of
creating future-ready legal pro-
fessionals. With its blend of acad-
emic excellence, ethical values, in-
novation and hands-on training,
IPEM Law Academy stands
as a beacon of holistic legal
education and continues to
shape the legal leaders of to-
morrow.
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HRIT University

HRIT University's Faculty Of Legal
Studies: Nurturing Future Legal Leaders

Al L
a B

—
e

‘e

')
.I

"’ =

5

.‘*.|

LUV s

ol

A,

The Faculty of Legal Studies
(FOLS) at HRIT University, for-
merly known as HRIL, proudly up-
holds a distinguished legacy of 7
years in the field of legal education.
Over the years, the institution has
emerged as a center of academic
excellence dedicated to nurturing
competent, ethical, socially respon-
sible, and professionally skilled le-
gal practitioners.

Under the visionary leadership of
Hon'ble Chancellor Dr. Anil Ag-
grawal, Hon'ble Pro-Chancellor Dr.
Anjul Aggrawal, and the dynamic
guidance of Hon'ble Vice-Chancel-
lor Prof. (Dr.) D. K. Sharma, the Fac-
ulty of Legal Studies consistently
strives to achieve academic distinc-
tion and professional excellence.
Their collective vision and leader-
ship have strengthened the institu-
tion's commitment to innovation,
integrity, and transformative educa-
tion.

FOLS offers a comprehensive
range of academic programmes, in-
cluding LL.B., B.A. LL.B., B.B.A. LL.B.,
LL.M., and Ph.D. These programmes
are designed in accordance with
contemporary legal education stan-

dards and focus on building a strong
foundation in legal principles, con-
stitutional values, jurisprudence,
and interdisciplinary perspectives.
The curriculum emphasizes both
academic rigor and practical com-
petence to ensure the holistic devel-
opment of future legal profession-
als.

The alumni of HRIT University
have established successful careers
across diverse fields, including ad-
vocacy, the judiciary, the corporate
sector, academia, research, public
service, and entrepreneurship. Their
achievements stand as a testament
to the institution’s dedication to ex-
cellence and its commitment to nur-
turing future leaders.

With a student-centric ap-
proach, an emphasis on innova-
tion, and a commitment to holistic
development, the Faculty of Legal
Studies remains steadfast in its
mission to strengthen the legal
profession and contribute mean-
ingfully to the promotion of justice
and societal welfare.

“Legal Leaders Today,
Nation Builders Tomorrow.”

Asian Law College
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Vivekananda Institute of Professional Studies (VIPS)
Teaching Law for Nation Building

DrS.C.Vats
Founder-Chairman, VIPS

OR over 25 years, the Vivekananda

School of Law and Legal Studies
(VSLLS) at the Vivekananda Insti-
tute of Professional Studies (VIPS),
Delhi, has stood as a beacon of acade-
mic excellence, integrity, and commitment
to legal education. Established in 2000
under the visionary leadership of Dr S. C.
Vats, a distinguished educationist and
philanthropist, VSLLS continues to em-
body the timeless ideals of Swami
Vivekananda- "Man Making, Character
Building, and Nation Building. "

Affiliated with Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University and recog-
nized by the Bar Council of India and
the University Grants Commission
(UGC), VSLLS has earned the prestigious

NAAC A++ accreditation, underscor-
ing its unwavering commitment to quality
and innovation in higher education. The
institution offers a comprehensive range of
programmes, including BA LL. B (H),
BBA LL. B (H), LL. B (3 yr), and LL.M,
seamlessly blending rigorous academic
instruction with practical training through
moot courts, legal aid clinics, and intern-
ships.

The strength of VSLLS lies in its accom-
plished faculty-an inspiring blend of sea-
soned scholars and experienced practi-
tioners, many of whom hold doctoral
degrees. Guided by eminent figures in legal
academia such as Prof. (Dr.) R.Venkata
Rao, former Vice-Chancellor of NL-
SIU Bangalore, Prof.T.V. Subbarao,
former Director of NLSIU Banga-
lore, and Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi
Salpekar, Dean, VSLLS, the institution
fosters a dynamic culture of research, crit-
ical inquiry, and innovation.

Beyond academics, VSLLS promotes
holistic development through a vibrant
campus life. Student-led initiatives like the
Advocates Legion and a range of cul-
tural and academic societies nurture ad-
vocacy skills, leadership, and creativity. A
strong emphasis on professional skill-
building ensures that graduates are well-
equipped to excel across diverse legal do-
mains.Over the years, VSLLS has produced
numerous gold medallists, judicial officers,
and accomplished legal professionals.

A Centre of Excellence in Legal Education

Asian Law College is a distinguished
institution of legal education com-
mitted to shaping competent legal pro-
fessionals through academic excellence,
research-oriented learning and strong
ethical values. Approved by The Bar
Council of India and accredited by
NAAC, the institution offers five-year
integrated law programmes including
B.A. LL.B. and B.Com. LL.B.,,

tegrity, adaptability, leadership and a
deep commitment to justice. Through its
unwavering focus on quality education
and academic innovation, the institution
continues to strengthen its standing as a
progressive and respected centre for le-
gal education.
Prof Ashish Bhardwaj, Asso. Dean,
Asian Law College (www.alc.edu.in)
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ALC provides specialised
diploma and certification
courses in emerging domains
such as Cyber Laws, Intellectual
Property Rights, Media Laws,
Fashion Laws, and Personality
Development & Legal Commu-
nication. In addition to this, ALC
in collaboration with Univer-
sity of South Africa, Cape
Town provides Certification in
International Law and Legal
Framework to the students
who opt for International
Course.

The institution follows an in-
novative and progressive aca-
demic approach focused on en-
hancing analytical ability, legal
aptitude, research orientation
and practical problem-solving
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Whistle Podu

CONGRESS LEADER Pra-
veen Chakravarty, whoisa
visiting faculty at Ashoka
University, wasin for a sur-
prise when he returned to
the class after ashort break
earlier this week. Chakra-
varty, who heads the profes-
sional wing and technology
and datacell of the
Congress, had taken the
breakto focusonthe
Assembly electionsin
Tamil Nadu. He had to ex-
tend the break after the
election results, as he was
the key intermediary inthe
post-poll deliberations and
alliance between Vijay’s
TVK and the Congress.
When Chakravarty
returned to his class on
Monday, the students wel-
comed him with TVK’s cam-
paign song and whistles,
the party’s election symbol.
Chakravarty was pleasantly
surprisedtoseesuchare-
sponse from the students.

Work in Sync

BUSY WORKING on
multiple missions, ISRO
chiefV Narayanan often
sends updatesto Union
Minister of State for Science
and Technology and Earth
Sciences Jitendra Singh as
late as 3am. Concerned
about his workload, the
minister said he asked Na-
rayanan why he was work-
ingtill solate. The senior
scientist, however, flipped
the questionback at Singh,
saying the minister also
seemed totake alookand
respond to the messages at
odd hours, following a simi-
lar work schedule.

Sweet Success

WITH ‘MELODY’ becoming
the talk of the town on Wed-
nesday — after Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi gifted a
packet of the toffee to Italian
PM Giorgia Meloni — Union
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal was quick to praise
India’s “toffee tale” a
“melody” tothe ears of the
exchequer. “Sweetness of
MadeinIndiatoffee wows
the world”, Goyal said, high-
lighting how the segment
hasrecorded a166% growth
intheglobaldemand inthe
lastone decade.

‘No-carday’in
Chandigarh

Chandigarh: Chandigarh Ad-
ministrator Gulab Chand Kata-
riaand top IAS and IPS officers
gave up their official cars and
travelled to work by auto, e-bus,
or bicycle on Wednesday, asthe
UT administration asked them
to observe a “no-car day”, after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s austerity appeal to cut
down fuel consumption. ENS

Cabinet; ADMK rebels left waiting

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 20

TAMIL NADU’S week-old TVK
government moved decisively
on Wednesday toward shaping
itselfas abroader secular coali-
tion, with Chief Minister C Jo-
seph Vijay preparing for a Cabi-
net expansion that is expected
to bring in leaders from the
Congress, Viduthalai Chiru-
thaigal Katchi (VCK) and In-
dian Union Muslim League
(IUML), while effectively shut-
ting the door — at least for now
—onrebel ATADMK legislators
who helped the government
survive its crucial floor test.
Twenty-one ministers are set
to be sworn at Lok Bhavan at 10
am Thursday, including 19 from
TVK and two from Congress. A
decision on ministerial berths
for VCK and IUML is expected
either Thursday morning or
later. The shift marks a signifi-
cant recalibration inside the
fledgling administration after
days of anxiety among Vijay’s
allies over speculation that the
AIADMK rebel faction led by
former ministers S P Velumani
and CVeShanmugham couldbe
rewarded with Cabinet berths.
Instead, the TVK leadership ap-
pearstohave concluded thatac-
commodating the rebels would
cost more than the numerical
stability they might provide.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay during an event at the
Secretariat in Chennai on Wednesday. pri

Tamil Nadu minister Aad-
hav Arjuna, one of Vijay’s key
political negotiators, publicly
signalled the new direction
Wednesday. “The CMwantsthe
Cabinet to function like one
family. He wants the parties that
extended support to be repre-
sented in the Cabinet.” Congress
general secretary K C Venugopal
said that party president Malli-
karjun Kharge had approved the
induction of Congress legisla-
torsSRajesh Kumarand P Vish-
wanathan into the ministry.
“This is a historic occasion for
us, as the Congress joins the
Tamil Nadu cabinet after along
gap of 59 years,” Venugopal said.

The Left parties, however,
are expected to continue sup-
porting the government from

outside. Behind the scenes, the
Cabinet expansion reflects the
growing influence of the
CPI(M), CPIand VCKinshaping
the ideological boundaries of
Vijay’s young administration.
On Tuesday, CPI(M) state
secretary P Shanmugam had
openly warned that the party
would reconsider its support if
the AIADMK rebels were in-
ducted into the Cabinet. The
Left argued that their supportto
TVK was intended to prevent
“backdoor BJPrule” and ensure
governance by the single largest
party elected by the people, not
to facilitate the entry of legisla-
tors associated with a BJP-
aligned opposition formation.
The TVK had built much of
its election campaign around

portraying both the DMK and
the AIADMK as exhausted, cor-
ruption-ridden establishments.
Bringing in leaders facing cor-
ruptioninvestigationssoearlyin
Vijay’s tenure risked damaging
the government’s carefully con-
structed “clean politics” image,
party leaders said. Many within
the TVK felt thatincluding Velu-
mani, who is perceived as close
tosectionsof the BJPleadership,
would send the wrong signal.

Another concern inside the
party was the growing accusa-
tion from opposition parties that
TVK had begun engaging in
horse-trading politics within
days of assumingoffice. The first
indication that the rebels’ lever-
age was weakening emerged
shortly after the trust vote, when
Velumani and Shanmughamre-
affirmed that Edappadi K Pala-
niswami or EPS remained their
party’s general secretary and
that they were not challenging
his leadership directly.

Arjuna on Wednesday at-
tempted to frame the rebels less
as defectors seeking power and
more as AIADMK loyalists upset
over what they viewed as Pala-
niswami’swillingness toexplore
post-poll cooperation with the
DMK. “When the rebel ATADMK
legislators met us, they said they
wanted to fulfil the dreams of
MGR and Jayalalithaa and save
the party,” he said. He simulta-

Cong Dalit leaders at Maya’s door —a
meeting that wasn’t has UP buzzing

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, May 20

SETTING OFF a buzz in Uttar
Pradesh political circles, two
senior Dalit leaders of the Con-
gress landed up at BSP chief
Mayawati’s residence to meet
her Tuesday evening. After the
meeting failed to materialise as
they reportedly did not have an
appointment, the Congress
called it a personal visit to en-
quire after Mayawati’s health,
and sent notices to the two —
its Scheduled Caste (SC) De-
partment national chairman
Rajendra Paul Gautam and
Congress MP Tanuj Punia.
Incidentally, the episode co-
incided with senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s visit to
his constituency Raebareli
where, on Wednesday, he held
two Dalit outreach programmes
— addressing a ‘Bahujan Swab-
himan Sabha’ and inaugurating
the statue of freedom fighter
Veera Pasi. While the Congress
has an alliance with the Sa-
majwadi Party (SP) in Uttar Pra-
desh, and SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav said Tuesday that their
partnership would continue for
the 2027 Assembly polls, the ties
between the two parties are
marked by constant friction.
Many Congress leaders who ap-
prehend that the SPwon’t share
too many seats with the party
have been pushing that the
Congress strive to unite “like-
minded” forces —including the
BSP — against the BJP and the
Yogi Adityanath government

The Congress struggles to explain why its SC Department national
head Rajendra Paul Gautam and MP Tanuj Punia had gone to meet
BSP chief Mayawati at her Lucknow residence on Tuesday. ExPresS FILE

over issues related to the Con-
stitution, Dalits and minorities.
The explanation given by
Punia, also the Congress’sSC De-
partment head for UP, regarding
how they came to be at Maya-
wati’sresidence hasonly fanned
the speculation. “There was a
meeting at the Congress SC De-
partment office in which Gau-
tam ji and office-bearers were
present. During the discussion,
Mayawati ji’s health came up.
Her residence is nearby, and
Gautamjisaid thatsheisasenior
Dalit leader of our society and
now around 70 years’ old, and so
we should goand enquire about
her wellbeing. We went without
callingbeforehand thinking that
if she was available, we could
meet her... But as we were not
given time to meet her, we re-
turned,” Puniasaid, addingthat
“there was no other motive”.

AICC general secretary, in-
charge, Uttar Pradesh, Avinash
Pande told The Indian Express:
“Their (Gautam and Punia’s)
visit had nothing to do with the
Congress party or Rahul Gandhi
ji. There was no mandate given
to them by the party, nor by me
asgeneral secretary, in-charge...
Theyhavebeenasked togivean
explanation for their conduct.”

Apart from looking at op-
tionsin UP, where the Congress
is struggling to rise from rock
bottom, a section of the party
believes an alliance with Maya-
wati will boost the party’s at-
tempts nationwide to consoli-
date Dalits behind it, with
Gandhi spearheading the effort.
Inthe 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
a Congress and SP campaign
around theissue of “protecting”
the Constitution, and by exten-
sion Dalit rights, against adomi-

nant BJP had led to surprising
gains for the INDIA bloc in UP.

Whileinsisting that Gautam
and Punia’s visit to the BSP
chief was a courtesy call, a sen-
ior Congress leader also spoke
of Mayawati’s importance
beyond UP. “She is not just a
major Dalit leader of the state
but of the country... There is a
need to bring like-minded
forcestogether against the Yogi
Adityanath government over
issues concerning Dalits,
women and minorities,” the
leader said, adding that the
BSP’s own weakened position
electorally means she needs
friends. The BSPwonjust1seat
in the 2022 UP Assembly elec-
tions, while in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls, it failed to open its
account in the state.

Mayawati had put behind
bitter acrimony with the SP to
align with the party in 2019.
However, since then, the BSP
chief has said more than once
that the party does not gain
fromsuch alliancesaswhile her
Dalit vote gets transferred to
the others, thelatter are unable
to help the BSP in return.

Having burnt its hands in
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, the
BJP too has been trying to woo
Dalits back in UP. It has intensi-
fied outreach among Dalit and
non-Yadav OBC communities
through welfare schemes, rep-
resentation and social engineer-
ing. Therecent Cabinet revamp
also showed this outreach, with
two of the six new names Dalits
and four OBCs.

neously revived TVK’s criticism
of both Dravidian majors, accus-
ing the DMK and AIADMK of
abandoning their ideological
positions after the electioninan
attempt to prevent Vijay from as-
suming powet. “People voted for
change after nearly 50 years,” Ar-
juna said. “But both parties
underestimated TVK.”

The strongest sign yet of
where the coalition may be
headed came from VCK chief
Thol Thirumavalavan himself.
After days of hesitation earlier
this month during the govern-
ment-formation crisis, the VCK
leader acknowledged on Wed-
nesday that TVK had privately
assured allies that the AIADMK
rebels would not be accommo-
dated in the Cabinet. “I will dis-
cuss this with frontline leaders
and takeadecision,” hesaid after
receiving the formal invitation.
Within the VCK, senior leaders
areincreasingly pushing for par-
ticipation in government, ar-
guing that after decades of pro-
test politics and outside support
arrangements, the party now
has an opportunity to exercise
direct administrative power.

For Vijay, asenior TVKleader
said, the calculationis clearer. “A
broad secular coalition may be
politically safer than a numeri-
cally tempting but ideologically
volatile alliance with rebels from
acollapsing AIADMK,” he said.

Pawar praise for
PMleaves MVA

alliesred-faced

Shubhangi Khapre
Mumbai, May 20

NCP(SP) CHIEF Sharad Pawar’s
recent praise for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has caused
unease among his MVA allies
Shiv Sena (UBT) and Congress,
which are targeting the Centre
overitshandlingofthe West Asia
crisis and itsimpact at home.

“I may differ with Modi
politically, but one must not for-
get that as PM, he is working to
uphold India’s prestige interna-
tionally. In the larger national
interest, everybody should
work collectively to uphold the
country’s prestige,” Pawar said
at an event on Tuesday.

While hisremarksreflected a
key aspect of Pawar’s decades-
long politics — unpredictability
—itput his MVA allies in a spot.

ShivSena (UBT) RajyaSabha
MP Sanjay Raut said his party
“does not agree with Sharad
Pawar”, while Maharashtra Con-
gress chief Harshwardhan Sap-
kal reiterated that Modi had
“failed” the people of India. “The
BJP has to take accountability
for its government’s failures.”

On its part, the BJP has re-
mained cautious in reacting to
Pawar’s remarks. “The Opposi-
tion should learn from Pawar.
We must stand united on global
issues. Pawar has sent out a
strong message,” a senior BJP
leader said.

Last May, after Operation
Sindoor and amid INDIA bloc
partners jointly seeking a
special session of Parliament to
discuss it, Pawar had urged his
alliesto “rise above party lines”

| on matters related to defence.

CMV D Satheesan looks on as Governor Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar greets G Sudhakaran after the latter took oath as the
pro tem Speaker, in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. p1i

In Kerala, Congretains
core ministries, IUML
gets an expanded role

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
May 20

CONGRESS WILL hold home, fi-
nance, health and tourism,
while junior ally Indian Union
Muslim League (IUML) will keep
its previously-held key depart-
mentsofindustries, general edu-
cation, public works and local
self-government while adding
fisheries and rural development
toits Kkitty, as the VD Satheesan
government announced port-
folio allocation on Wednesday.
In the 21-strong cabinet,
Chief Minister V D Satheesan
will hold finance, ports and law
after being forced to surrender
the high-profile home and vigi-
lance portfolios to senior leader
Ramesh Chennithala, who lost
theraceforthe post of CM. Con-
gress got revenue (A P Anil
Kumar), health and devaswom
(K Muraleedharan), electricity
(Sunny Joseph), tourism (P C
Vishnunadh) and agriculture (T
Siddique). Meanwhile, junior
ally IUML retained the port-
foliosit held duringthe previous
UDF regime, besides adding
fisheries and rural development
— both previously held by the
Congress — to its basket.
Senior IUML minister P K
Kunhalikutty, who took oath as
second in the cabinet, gotindus-
tries, IT, mining, Al and star-
tups. Kunhalikutty had held the
industries portfolio during the

last two UDF tenures. [UMLalso
retained general education —
which the Congress had coveted
— as well as public works and
local bodies. The Congress also
conceded the rural develop-
ment portfolio to [UML.

Highereducation, which the
previous LDF regime had hived
off from the education portfolio,
was allotted to Congress min-
ister Roji M John. RSPnominee
Shibu Baby John is forest min-
ister, while Communist Marxist
Party’s C P John got transport.
Kerala Congress (Joseph) nomi-
nee Mons Joseph is irrigation
minister, while Kerala Congress
(Jacob)’s Anoop Jacob got civil
supplies. With Satheesan taking
the Pollution Control Board, en-
vironment went to electricity
minister Sunny Joseph.

The Latin Catholic commu-
nity had earlier protested against
handing over the fisheries port-
folio to IUML. The minority de-
velopment portfolio has also
gone to IUML. The Syro-Mala-
bar Catholic Church wanted the
Congresstotake over thedepart-
ment, alleging disparity in dis-
tribution of benefits when Mus-
lim ministers had handled the
portfolio. When the previous
LDF regime assumed office in
2011, Pinarayi Vijayan took over
the minority welfare depart-
ment. In his first regime, the de-
partmentwashandled by KT Ja-
leel,aCommunist Party of India
(Marxist)-backed legislator.

Satheesan govt cancels
SilverLine project, to
erase survey markers

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
May 20

THE CONGRESS-LED UDF
government Wednesday de-
notified the previous CPI(M)
government’s Rs 64,000-crore
flagship project K-Rail, also
known as SilverLine.

After a cabinet meeting,
Chief Minister VD Satheesan an-
nounced that the SilverLine pro-
ject had been cancelled. “The
cabinet decided to denotify the
project. The notificationsissued
for land acquisition would be
cancelled. The yellow poles
erected to fix the alignment of
the corridor will be removed.
Therevenue department will be
giveninstructionsinthisregard.
Besides, all criminal cases regis-
tered in connection with public
protests against the project will
be withdrawn,” he said.

The CM said the UDF was
not against the high-speed rail

project but that the project was
“an environmental disaster and
financially unviable”. “UDF
had studied the project and
found there was not even ade-
tailed project report. The land
acquired by the government
was not denotified. This has
caused problems for the people
living in the project area.”

The semi-high-speed rail
corridor, connecting Thiruvan-
anthapuram to the northern
district headquarters of Kasa-
ragod, had faced stiff opposi-
tion from the people. The pro-
ject was envisaged to reduce
north-south travel time from 12
hours to less than four hours.

The project was promoted
by Kerala Rail Development
Corporation Limited, a joint
venture of the state govern-
ment and the Rail Ministry.
However, the state government
could not go ahead with the
project for want of support
from the Railways.

e CIVIL SOCIETY GROUPS OPPOSED TO PROPOSED ‘PRIVATISATION’ OF POWER SECTOR IN THE UNION TERRITORY

May 22 Ladakh talks: Why cracksi in key Lehbody give Centre an upper hand

Bashaarat Masood
Srinagar, May 20

DAYS AHEAD of the talks be-
tween the Centre and Ladakh’s
civil society organisations, the
riftsin the ApexBody, Leh (ABL)
have widened in the wake of its
decision to accept the resigna-
tion of its founding chairman

ciety bodies in the Leh and Kar-
gil regions, respectively. They
arealso part of the High Powered
Committee (HPC), headed by
Union MoS for Home Nitya-
nandRai, which hasconvened a
meeting on May 22. The HPC
has been examining demands
raised by the Ladakh represen-
tatives.

Thupstan Chhewang, While the ABL
whichhad been pending leadership has accused
for months. Chhewang of toeing the

Amid growingdiffer- ® BJPline, thecracksinthe
ences within the ABL, organisation is likely to
Chhewang had resigned give the BJP-led Centre

asits chairman in July 2025, cit-
inghealth concerns. Hisresigna-
tion was earlier neither accepted
nor rejected by the ABL leader-
ship, which finally decided toac-
ceptitearly thismonth. The ABL
and the Kargil Democratic Al-
liance (KDA) are theumbrella or-
ganisations of various civil so-

the upper hand in the talks.
While Chhewang and ABL co-
chairman Chering Lakruk had
longbeen atloggerheads, thela-
test flashpoint between them is
the civil society bodies’ opposi-
tion to the proposed “privatisa-
tion” of the Ladakh Power Devel-
opment Department (LPDD).

Chhewang has castigated the
ABLsstance ontheissue, claim-
ingthatit fell outside the latter’s
mandate. “He (Chhewang) was
saying LPDD isn’t our issue and
we shouldn’t raise it, but all
others thought it’s important to
safeguard the interests of La-
dakh,” Lakruk said. “Since his
stand seems pro-government,
all the members said that we
should accept his resignation.”
Both the ABL and KDA have
beenupinarmsagainstany pro-
posal by the Ladakh administra-
tion to “privatise” the power sec-
torintheregion. Theyhave held
thatifthe proposal to form ajoint
venture between the LPDD (49%
share) and the Rural Electrifica-
tion Corporation (51% share), is
implemented, it will “worsen”
the unemployment problem in
theUT, lead toincrease in power
tariff, and “compromise national

[

The High Powered Committee, headed by Union MoS for Home
Nityanand Rai, has convened a meeting on Friday

and strategic security interests”.
In a letter to L-G Vinai Kumar
Saxena, they have called for
scrapping of the proposal.

A former BJP MP from La-
dakh, Chhewang has ques-
tioned his removal from the
ABL, asking how he could be

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ousted when he was the found-
ing chairman ofthebody. Hehas
also questioned the ABL's func-
tioning, saying that the talks be-
tween the Centre and the La-
dakh representatives have hit a
dead end. “Both sides have re-
mained firm in their respective

positions and are unwilling to
compromise resulting in com-
plete deadlock in the dialogue
process,” he told a press confer-
enceinLehafewdaysago. “The
people are left with two options
— either to intensify the agita-
tion for their demands or enter
negotiations and accept the pro-
posals the government may
eventually be willing to offer.”
Chhewang said the ABL
should restrict itself to speaking
ontheissues which were agreed
upon. “We had agreed to speak
only on the four-point agenda
related to Ladakh’s constitu-
tional and political demands,”
he said, adding the issue of pri-
vatisation of electricity in La-
dakh was not part of the organ-
isation’s mandate. “After I
expressed my concerns about it
through a message, I was re-
moved. I am the founding

New Delhi

member of the Apex Body —
how can I be removed without
any proper consultation.”

Sources said Chhewang is
upset about the growingclout of
the KDA and the representation
given to Muslims in the ABL.
Lakruk, however, says the
agendafor talks was set by Chhe-
wang. “He set the agenda him-
self. How can hetoday say that it
is a hard stand,” Lakruk asked.
"The (joint) platform of ABLand
KDA was also formed by him.”
Theinfightingwithinthe ABLis
likely to cast a shadow on the
May 22 meeting.

The civil society groups from
Leh and Kargil have jointly de-
manded full statehood for La-
dakh anditsinclusionunderthe
Sixth Schedule, arguingthatthe
UT’s over 90% Scheduled Tribe
(ST) population requires consti-
tutional safeguards overland, re-

sources and cultural identity. In
September 2025, four persons
were killed and many injured in
police firing in Leh as protests
over demands for statehood and
Sixth Schedule protections
turned violent. While Chhewang
may be alone in his fight against
the ABLleadership, anew outfit,
Voice of Buddhist Ladakh (VBL),
formed early thisyear amid alle-
gation of it being a “BJP proxy”,
could throw its weight behind
him. The VBL has claimed to
represent Buddhist interests in
negotiations with the Centre.
The ABL hasalleged that the
VBLhadbeen propped upbythe
administration to undercut the
joint movement of the Leh and
Kargil organisations. These divi-
sionswithin the Ladakhileader-
shipmay weaken the bargaining
power of its representatives in
their dialogue with the Centre.
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Boost to India-South Koreadetence
cooperation as Rayj nath visits Seoul

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 20

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath

Singh on Wednesday met his countrieswas discussed.. . Talking about the Various.agreg- partnerships,” thp Ministw state- — b1l B AT 7 R T ST A
South Korean counterpart Ahn In a statement, the Ministry of ments exchanged, he said this mentnoted, addingthatSinghin-
Gyu Back in Seoul, where both  Defence said both sides acknowl- makesthe India-South Koreapart-  vited Korean defence companies ekl Llﬁ L*"i!_.qﬂﬁ_q-. ‘"‘“E
sides reviewed the entire spec- edged the growing convergence nershipstrongerand multidimen-  to strengthen engagement with v |drex =frar e — (arg—1 e urg—z) Fer e —
trum of defence cooperationand  between India’s Act East Policy sional. Indian industry and contribute to- ue #2000 FReeieR aomm & offer wrene W e ) | B0 209.75 S
discussed ways to furtherexpand  and the Republic of Korea’s (RoK) Singhiscurrentlyonanofficial ~wardslong-term mutually benefi- (s wfebei—re)
collaboration in areas such asin-  regional strategic vision, “reiterat- visittoSouth Koreaand Vietnam.  cial collaboration. fosfoy &1 wrd
dustry, production, maritime se- ~ ing their commitment to Earlier in the day, helaid a wreath He also highlighted that de- 2 |aree Swer & Hawe dofio-2 & RIS B @ T 46 = -
curity, emerging technologies, strengtheningdefencetiesinline attheNational Cemeteryof Korea  fence manufacturingisnolonger A L e T 22320 ¢
military exchanges, logisticsand  with the shared objectives of Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and paid homage to the soldiers  confined only to conventional — T : —
regional security. maintaining a free, open, inclus-  with his South Korean counterpart who made the supreme sacrifice  platforms and equipment, as 3 | R TGS @ HaEY Slcd- (TEHEAT-1) A Eaai-2 § 4

Singh also met South Korean  ive and rule-based Indo-Pacific”. Ahn Gyu-backin Seoul on in the service of their nation. modern defence ecosystems are e | THIY e T 60 AIET A1 80 WY W |IEUE O {GET ) o
Minister for Defense Acquisition The ministry said MoUs were ~ Wednesday. ani Helater chairedtheIndia-RoK  powered by advanced elec- 3i1%) 60.0 MR =18 qee Anf Sy widw s 0 e o R | '
Program Administration Lee inked inKkey areas of defence co- Defence Industry Business tronics, artificial intelligence, au- 1 (e$ ‘“I'}”" 7l
Yong-chulandbothagreedtohar-  operation, reflecting the expan-  field of defencecyberspace;train- RoundTable, which broughtto- tonomous systems, cyber tech- la | dew e & deev-se, a7 3t dgee-—uE—1 vd wg—2 & 4t

nessthe symbiotic effortsto create
avenues for joint development,
production and exports.

A roadmap to unlock the po-

tential of the India-Korea Defence
Innovation Accelerator Eco-
system (KIND-X) to synergise the
innovation ecosystems of the two

ding scope and depth of the bilat-
eral partnership.

Agreements were exchanged
on promoting cooperation in the

ing between India’s National De-
fence College and Korea National
Defence University; and UN
Peacekeeping Cooperation, mak-

ing the partnership stronger and
multidimensional.

In a post on X, Singh said the
meeting was highly productive.

gether senior government officials
andleading defence industry rep-
resentatives from both countries.

“The interaction provided an

important platform for exploring
new opportunities in defence
manufacturing, co-development,
co-production and supply chain

nologies, Sensors,
semiconductors, quantum tech-
nologies, advanced materials and
space-based capabilities.
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2 farmhouses,

5 buildings and
97 plots: Odisha
engineer held
inassets case
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war Sabar joined the Odisha
government as a junior engin-
eer on a modest salary of Rs
6,000. When sleuths of the
Odisha Vigilance department
came knocking this week, they
were astonished at how much
it had grown: Sabar now alleg-
edly owned five multi-storeyed
buildings, 83 acres of land
spread across 97 plots, two
farmhouses spanning 17 acres,
and a market complex.

This week, the state vigi-
lance department conducted
raids at six locations allegedly
linked to Sabar, now an execu-
tive engineer, in connection
with a disproportionate assets
(DA) case.

A case against Sabar has
been registered under the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
2018, with the anti-corruption
wing also seizing deposits
worth Rs 10.72 lakh, one
four-wheeler, cash, and house-
hold articles worth around Rs
20 lakh.

In an official statement, the
department said its technical
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buildings division at Sunabeda
in Odisha’s Koraput district. He
was promoted to assistant en-
gineer in 2013 and executive
engineer in March 2024.

A native of Kalahandi dis-
trict, Sabar has not been trans-
ferred outside his home district
since 2007 despite getting two
promotions, officials said.

Most of Sabar’s properties
are either in Kalahandi or Na-
barangpur district, where he
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following work. S5.M.:- 01, Name of
work:- Annual Maintenance
Contract of SCTADA system of RCC
in CHPG-GKC Saction of Varanasi
Division MN.E Railway for Two vears.
Tender reference no:- SrDEE-
TRD-B2B-2026-27-T0D5, Approx.
Cost (in Rs):- ¥ 3888103.04/-
Earnest maney (in Rs):- T77700/-,
Cost of tender documents (in

'cnnduclad through E-Auction Leasing module of IREPS should
| fulfill following mandatory requirements before they can submit

| their bids:- 1)
- Registration on IREPS for E-Auclion Leasing module-Active

IREPS User Account for E-Auction Leasing Module
Payvment of One Time Registration Fee

Current Account inState Bank of India

Integration of 3Bl Bank Accountwith IREFPS Account
Lien Marking of Funds

Lipdation of Turnover Detalls

Follow us on & &)

|
"
i
| Noida Power Company Limited

NPCL

Rs):- Nil, E-Tender closing date Electric Sub Station, Knowledge Park-IV, Greater Noida-201310
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Centre provides
Y category
securitytoTMC
Lok SabhaMP

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, May 20

THE CENTRE has provided Y
category security to TMC MP
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar after a
review of her threat profile,
sources said, adding the MHA
has extended the CISF security
cover to the Lok Sabha MP
from Barasat.

The development comes
amid significant changesinthe
party’s parliamentary leader-
ship, with party supremo Ma-
mata Banerjee replacing her
with Kalyan Banerjee as the
TMC chief whip for the Lok
Sabha after the party’s defeatin
the Assembly elections.

Following the change, Dasti-
dar wrote in Bengali on her
Facebook page, “Knew them
since ‘76, rewarded for four dec-
ades of loyalty,” she wrote in
Bengali on her Facebook page.
Y category security is a protec-
tive cover granted toindividuals
facingamoderatelevel of threat.

‘Detect, delete, deport’: Suvendu’s

new policy on ousting ‘infiltrators

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 20

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Wednes-
day announced a new “detect,
delete and deport™ framework
against “infiltrators” in the state.
The state government also an-
nounced to hand over a 27-km
stretch ofland to the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) within two
weeks, forlong-pending fencing
work and construction of border
outposts along the India-Bang-
ladesh International Border.
Adhikari made the an-
nouncements while addressing
a press conference alongside
senior BSF officials after aland
transfer ceremony at the state
secretariat Nabannaon Wednes-
day. Under the new mechanism
— as part of what the CM de-
scribed as a broader “detect, de-
lete and deport™ framework —
the “infiltrators” detained by the
state police would be handed

BJP worker ‘denies’
Valsad families
access to borewell
after election loss

Kamal Saiyed
Surat, May 20

WEEKSAFTER afatherand son
were arrested for cutting off the
drinking water supply to a Bha-
ruch village after the son lost an
election, a similar case has sur-
faced in Valsad district. There, a
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
worker allegedly refused people
accesstoagram panchayat bore-
well, reportedly because the
party lost a seat in the recent ta-
luka panchayat elections.
Residents of Tabadmal Fa-
liya (Street) in Valsad’s Gadhvi
village faced drinking water
woes for at least two days after
BJPworker Amresh Budher de-
nied them accesstothe borewell,
which was sunk by the state gov-
ernment on gram panchayat
land, since the Congress won
this particular seat in the Ka-
prada taluka panchayat elec-
tions that were held on April 26.
The taluka panchayat in
question has a total of 22 seats,
out of which 18 were won by the
BJP’s candidates and the re-
maining four by Congress’s.
Gadhvi village sarpanch
Bapu Kharprade, who is from
the BJP, said, “Our village falls
under the Suliya seat of the Ka-
prada taluka panchayat. In the
recent polls, Congress candidate
Manisha Gond won the Suliya
seat, beating my daughter-in-
law, Yashi Mukesh Kharprade,
who was the BJP candidate.”
Kharpade added, “On Tues-
day, I learnt about Amreshbhai
Budher denying villagers water
fromthe borewell,and Iwarned
him. I was the sarpanch in 2012
when this borewell was sunk
with state government funds.

Women trek through a hilly
terrain to get water in Valsad’s
Gadhvi village. Express

Amreshbhaiisahot-headed per-
son. I and village talati (revenue
official) Chetan Bhoye met him
on Tuesday evening and
threatened him with a police
complaint, after which he apolo-
gised. Today, the people started
gettingwater from the borewell.”

According to Bharat Surum,
aresident of Tabadmal Street,
“Amresh had told us that the
borewell was installed on his re-
quest, and that it was his right
not to allow people to use water
fromit...Since the BJP got fewer
votes from this street, Sonow no-
body will be allowed to get water
from the borewell, except his
family... Women of the village
hadtowalklongdistancesinthe
hilly terrain to get drinking
water. We had complained... to
the local authorities, and today
we started using the borewell.”

Meanwhile, BJP MLA from
Kaprada Jitu Chaudhary said,
“Amresh Budher is our active
party worker, and we spoke to
him...about the incident. We
strictly told him nottoactsostu-
pidly. Later, he agreed to our in-
structions and allowed villagers
toget water.” Budher could not
be contacted for comment.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari with BSF Director
General Praveen Kumar in Kolkata on Wednesday. ani

over directly to the BSF for de-
portation. Adhikari asserted the
seven communities protected
under the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act (CAA), and found to
have entered the country before
the 2024 deadline, would re-
main outside the ambit of the
new mechanism. He said such
residents would not face “har-

assment” of any kind.
Meanwhile, others ident-
ified as “infiltrators” by the po-
lice would be detained and de-
ported with immediate effect.
“Those who are not covered
underthe CAAwill betreated as
infiltrators. State police will de-
tain and hand them over to the
BSF.” Those found to have “il-

legally” entered the country
would be immediately arrested
and handed over to the BSF,
which, in coordination with the
Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB), will arrange for their de-
portation “back to their own
country”, he said, adding that
the Centre and the state govern-
ment would work together to
stop infiltration, signalling a
sharper policy turn on infiltra-
tion and border security —akey
issue raised by the BJP for long
and now at the centre ofthe new
state government’s agenda.

Adhikarialsoalleged thatin-
stitutional coordination along
the border had weakened over
the years. Hitting out at the
TMC, Adhikari said: “Aletter was
sentby the Centretothestateon
May 14 last year regarding the di-
rect handover of infiltrators to
the BSF, but the previous gov-
ernment failed to implement
this important provision. We
have now enforced it.”

9

“During the previous gov-
ernment, there wasnot asingle
coordination meeting with the
districtsinthe border areas.” He
said the new government has
been regularly holding these
meetings, and if necessary, they
could be held at the local police
station level, as well.

The BJPhad promisedland
allocation for border fencing
within 45 days of forming the
government in the state. The
new Cabinet had also approved
the land transfer proposal, and
tasked the chief secretary with
completing the process within
the 45-day deadline.

India shares a 4,096-km
border with Bangladesh, of
which a2,216-km stretch fallsin
West Bengal. The twin an-
nouncements by the CM have
sent a clear message of renewed
Centre-state coordination and
a stringent stand on border se-
curity and infiltration.

WITHPTIINPUTS

CUTTACK’S GI-TAGGED SILVER FILIGREE INDUSTRY IS STARING AT A CRISIS

Soaring prices, import curbs push

Sujit Bisoyi

& George Mathew
Bhubaneswar, Mumbai,
May 20

FOR THE better part of the last
three decades, Ajay Dey’s rou-
tine was unvarying. He would
complete his morning routine
and head for his family’s filigree
workshop in Cuttack’s Shaikh
Bazar at 10 am, spending hours
crafting silver into intricate
items — from the famous Kon-
arkwheel and dancing peacocks
to delicate necklaces, earrings
and bracelets. The hours were
long, the work tiring, and for all
their labour, this family of arti-
sans would make Rs 30,000-
40,000 amonth.

But the recent government
curbsonsilverimportsthreaten
to upend alivelihood already
shaken by soaring prices of the
precious metal. “I have been
working here since I was 15, but
I've never seen such a dull mar-
ket before. Our business has al-
ready been affected due to a
steepincreasein thesilver price.
Now the import duty hike would
further worsen the situation. We
have not been receiving orders
while those who paid inadvance
have requested not to proceed
with the order,” the 44-year-old
Dey tells The Indian Express.

He isn’t alone in this di-
lemma. Last week, the central
governmentdecided toraisethe
customsduty onimports of gold
and silver to 15% from 6% and
eventually put silver imports for
domestic consumption under
therestricted category, meaning
prior government approval is
required. The development
comes at a time when a persist-

For nearly 500 filigree artisans in Cuttack, the latest government
measures spell bad news. FiLE

entsupply deficitand higherin-
dustrial demand, coupled with
geopolitical tensions, have sent
silver prices soaring.

For the nearly SO0 artisans of
the Geographical Indication-
tagged Tarakasi artwork in
Odisha’s Cuttack, the latest
measure spells bad news, es-
pecially as the festival season
from September to March ap-
proaches. Markets that would
normally be bustlingwith activ-
ity nowlook sparse.

“We used to process15-20 kg
of silver every month, which
came down to 6-7 kg in the last
few months. These days, we
hardly process 1-2 kg of silver for
filigree work due to lack of de-
mand,” Dey says.

A craft under strain

A 1,000-year-old city, Cut-
tackis famous forits RupaTara-
Kkasi (silver filigree) work of intri-
cate design and fine crafts-
manship. In Odia, “tara” means
wire and “kasi” meansto design.

As part of Rupa Tarakasi, silver
bricksare transformed into thin
fine wires or foils and used to
create jewellery and artefacts.
The famed handicraft work re-
ceived ageographical indication
(GI) tagin March 2024.

Though the exact origin of
the filigree art in Cuttack is
unclear, it is known to have
existed as far back as the 12th
century, with the art form re-
ceiving considerable patronage
under the Mughals. Typically,
Tarakasi is an art form passed
down through generations, ar-
tisans learning it from family
elders and supplying products
to jewellery shops across the
country and to the state-owned
agency — Utkalika. The grand
silver filigree tableaux are also
popular in puja pandals.

Even before the central gov-
ernment’smeasuresand soaring
silver prices, duplicate filigree
products had led to significant
attrition in the artisan commu-
nity. With younger generations

Odisha’s flhgree artisans to the brink

from artisan families opting for
other career options, official
sources put the number of arti-
sansnow at500-aquarterofthe
3,000 that existed in 1996.

Silver prices have shot up by
over 200% since January 2025,
with demand boosted by sectors
such assolar energy, electric ve-
hiclesand semiconductors. The
austerity measures sound a
death knell for an already shaky
industry. Accordingto artisans,
silver, which cost Rs11lakh perkg
last May, now stands at Rs 31akh.

Soaring silver prices have
alsoled toasharpriseinthe cost
of filigree items. “The price of
products has almost doubled in
the past one year. Why would
someone opt tobuy afiligree ar-
tefactatahigh cost,” said Tabrez
Khan, a Cuttack-based artisan,
adding that corporate orders
have also declined.

Meanwhile, expertsinsistthe
restrictions mean India has
made silver imports more con-
trolled. “The silver import re-
strictiondoesn’t mean Indiahas
shutthedoor, it meanstheentry
is now guarded. Supply isn’t
stopping, it’s being channelled
only through nominated
agencies like the RBI-approved
banks, DGFT-approved entities,
jewellers via the bullion ex-
change,” said Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst - Commodity
and Currency, LKP Securities.
“For the domestic market, that
almost always translates into
higher premiums,” he said.

His words, however, offer
little solace to Dey, who fears for
his livelihood. “We can’t do any
other work. How would we sur-
vive, run our family and repay
the loan we have taken?”
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People gather near the helicopter in Tehri Garhwal district’s
Satyo-Sakalana area, Uttarakhand, on Wednesday. p1i

UTTARAKHAND

Chopper from Badrinath lands in

Tehri after mid-air scare; no injuries

A HELICOPTER flying from Badrinath to Dehradun was
forced to make an emergency landing in Tehri district Wed-
nesday, officials said. The Uttarakhand State Disaster Man-
agement Authority said that around 9 am Wednesday, a Bell
407 helicopter, belonging to Trans Bharat Aviation, made
an emergency landing amid severe downdraft conditions
in Tehri’s Dhanaulti. While landing, it collided with a33 KV
high-tension power line, causing damage to the rear
portion of the aircraft. A total of seven passengers, includ-
ingthe pilot, were on board the helicopter, and all are safe.
All passengers have been sent to Dehradun by taxi. ENS

DRDO officer
founddeadin
Jharkhand

ADEFENCE Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) officer was found
hanging from atreein Ram-
garh, Jharkhand, on Wed-
nesday, a police officer said.
Kamal Kishore Mahto (30),
aresident of Talatand vil-
lage, was a Grade-1officer
and posted in Bengaluru,
the officer said, adding he
had come home on holiday.
“Prima facie, it seems he
died by suicide. Probeis
on,” Ramgarh SP Mukesh
Kumar Lunayat said,
addingthey are awaiting
the autopsy report to estab-
lish the cause of death. PTI

In Odisha, man
lynched over
‘sorcery’; 25 held

A MOBdragged aman out of
hishouse in Odisha’s Cut-
tack,lynched him onthe
suspicion of practising
black magic, and then burnt
hisbodyto erase evidence
on May 10, following which
25 people were arrested, po-
lice said on Wednesday. The
arrests were made on Tues-
day —aday after the
victim’s fatherlodged a po-
lice complaint. “Duringin-
terrogation, one of the ar-
rested accused confessed to
the crime,” Cuttack (Rural)
SP Vinit Agrawal said, ad-
dingthat further investiga-
tionisunderway. PTI

Chhattisgarh: Chargesheetin
tribal murder case links SDM
to ‘illegal bauxite commission’

Jayprakash S Naidu
Raipur, May 20

MONTHS AFTER a Chhattis-
garh sub-divisional magistrate
(SDM) and three others were ar-
rested for beating a 62-year-old
tribal man to death, a charge-
sheet alleges the Kkilling took
place during an attempt to extort
a “commission” linked toillegal
bauxite transport in the area.
The accused, SDM Karun
Dahariya, aState Administrative
Service Officer, and histhree as-
sociates were arrested for the
murder of Karan Ram alias
Ramnaresh and injuring two
men on February 15 this year in
ajungleareanextto Hanspurvil-
lage on the Chhattisgarh-Jhark-
hand border. The victims were
allegedly assaulted after they
stopped a truck carrying illegal
bauxite, leading to the killing.
Balrampur SP Vaibhav
Banker said Dahariyahad seized

the truck from Jharkhand and
brought it to Chhattisgarh with-
out permission. The truckowner
allegedly suspected robberyand
contacted the three victims, who
tried to stop the truck in Han-
spur, prompting Dahariya to
reach the spot. He had pre-
viously demanded a “commis-
sion” from the truck owner.

In his defence, Dahariya al-
legedly told police that he had
reached the spot upon receiv-
ingreports ofillegal mining, al-
though police allege the claim
has not been substantiated.
While Ramnaresh was Kkilled,
two other men, Ajit Ram Urao,
60, and Akash Kumar Agha-
riya, 20, sustained injuries.

Aghariya had said that all
three victims were returning
home from their fields at
around 8 pm, and were about
500 metres from their village
when they were attacked by the
officer and his men.

o IN ITS 2025 REPORT, PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION CHOSE PEN-AND-PAPER EXAM FOR NEET WHILE STATING THAT COMPUTER-BASED TEST BE HELD ONLY IN GOVT CENTRES

NEET leak firestorm: How Parliament, TN panels ﬂagged NTAs loopholes, failings

Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, May 20

DAYS AFTER the NEET-UG
examination for admission to
undergraduate medical
courses was scrapped following
an alleged paper leak, Union
Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan announced last
Friday that it will be a com-
puter-based test (CBT) from
next year onward. So far, it has
been a pen-and-paper exam.
However, the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Educa-
tion, Women, Children, Youth
and Sports, in its report to Par-
liament last year (371st Report,
2025), preferred the pen-and-
paper model, saying, “Between
the two, the Committee sup-
ported a greater focus on pen-
and-paper exams given that
there are several models of such
exams which have been leak-
proof for years — including the
CBSE and UPSC exams. The
Committee recommends that
the NTA study these models
and implement the same.” The
NTA, constituted by the Centre

in 2018, conductsthe NEET-UG
exam amongseveral other cen-
tralised admission tests for pro-
fessional and academic courses.
The House Committee had
not rejected the online model
entirely, though. “The Commit-
tee was informed that with re-
gards to securing the exam pro-
cess, the tradeoffs are as follows.
Pen and paper exams offer more
opportunities for paper leaks,
while computer-based tests
(CBT) can be hacked in a
manner that is difficult to de-
tect,” it stated, adding that “In
the case of CBT, the Committee
recommends that these exams
be hosted only in government or
government-controlled centres
and never in private centres.”
The Committee, headed by
senior RajyaSabha MPfrom the
Congress, Digvijaya Singh, had
flagged problems with the
NTA’s operation, urgingit toim-
prove it. “The Commiittee reit-
erates that the NTA’s perform-
ance in the last year has not
inspired much confidence. It
has been brought to the Com-
mittee’s notice that in 2024

alone, of the 14 competitive
exams conducted by the NTA,
at least five faced major issues
and asaresult, three exams viz.
UGC-NET, CSIR-NET and
NEET-PG had tobe postponed,
oneexamviz. NEET-UG sawin-
stances of paper leaks, and one
exami.e CUET (UG/PG) saw its
results postponed,” it noted.
“In JEE Main 2025 held in
January 2025, at least 12 ques-
tions had to be withdrawn due
to errors noted in the final
answer key of the engineering
entrance exam. The Committee
observed that such instances
don’t inspire confidence of the
examinees in the system. The
Committee, therefore, recom-
mends that NTA needs to
quickly get their act together so
that such instances... do not
occurin future,” the panel said.

Blacklisted firms

Inits report. the Committee
noted that “several firms in-
volved in paper setting, admin-
istration, and correction have
been blacklisted by one organ-
isation/ state government but

Security personnel detain NSUIl members protesting against the
NEET paper leak, outside the NTA office in Delhi on Wednesday. ani

that this, however, is not im-
peding their securing of
contracts from other states or
organisations”. It stated that
“such blacklisted firms must
notbeengaged for any entrance
testby the NTA or the state gov-
ernments”, adding that “The
Committee, therefore, recom-
mends that the Department
(Department of Higher Educa-
tion) should compile a nation-
wide list of blacklisted firms
along with the persons or en-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

tities that constitute such firms
soasto preventsuch firms/ per-
sons/ entities from securing fu-
ture contracts and bring further
clarity in this regard.”

The panel underlined that
“the NTA collected an estimated
Rs 3,512.98 crore, while it has
spent Rs 3,064.77 crore on the
conduct of exams, thereby, cre-
atingasurplusof Rs448 crorein
the last six years”, recommend-
ing that this corpus be used to
“build the agency’s capabilities

toconducttests, or tostrengthen
regulatory and monitoring capa-
bilities foritsvendors”. The NTA,
the Committee said, should pro-
duce not just an audited state-
ment, butalso “anannual report
clearly outlining its activities in
detail and submit the same to
the Parliament annually”. Cal-
ling upon the NTA to declare
CUET results in time given re-
peated delays, it said, “Such a
delayisa cause of major concern
as it not only delays the admis-
sion process but also delays the
start of the academic session by
the on-boarded Universities
which ultimately puts unnecess-
ary pressure on the students.”

Coaching centres

Expressing concernoverthe
mushrooming of private coach-
ing centres for competitive
exams, the panel recommended
that the Department of Higher
Education work with the NTA
“toensurethat the papers are set
to more closely reinforce the
curriculum of school exams, to
avoid the introduction of a par-
allel curriculumand the accom-

New Delhi

panying coachingcentreindus-
try”. It called for “a high-level
panel to address proliferation of
coaching centres and suggest
methods to regulate the same”.

Tamil Nadu panel

A high-level Tamil Nadu
panel on the Centre-state rela-
tions, setup by thethen MK Sta-
lin-led DMK government in
April 2025, recommended the
NTAbedisbanded and examsbe
conducted once again through
diverse agencies. It made sug-
gestions for the education sector,
among other things, while flag-
ging federal concerns. The com-
mittee, headed by Justice Ku-
rian Joseph, retired apex court
judge, comprises former IAS of-
ficer K Ashok Vardhan Shetty
and former Vice Chairman of
State Planning Commission M
Naganathan as members. It sub-
mitted Part I of its report in Feb-
ruary 2026, which the then Sta-
lingovernment tabled in House.

The report pitched for re-
moving education from the
Concurrent Listand placingitin
the State List. It demanded that

top 100 institutions be freed
from the UGC and other regula-
tions, subject toal0-year review;
exams be conducted by diverse
agencies yetagain; and the prac-
tice ofthe Governor asthe Chan-
cellor of state universities should
end. The panel also called upon
the Centreto “amend Article 343
to constitutionally entrench
English as the permanent offi-
cial language of the Union”.
The panel targeted the over-
centralisation of the NEET
examleadingtostates having no
say inadmissionsto colleges es-
tablished, funded and adminis-
tered by them, seeing this “as
the most aggressive interven-
tion in the federal educational
space”. “...Even with flawless
execution, high-stakes national
entrance tests, particularly for
UG admissions to State institu-
tions, remain constitutionally
undesirable, pedagogically un-
sound, and harmful to student
well-being, With amalfunction-
ing NTA, these risks are only
magnified,” the committee said.
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SCissues
noticeonliquor
being soldin
juice-like
packaging

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 20

THE SUPREME Court on Wed-
nesday issued notice on a plea
seeking a ban on the sale of
liquor ininconspicuous packag-
inglike portable PET bottles, car-
tons, and plastic sachets.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Surya Kant and Jus-
tice JoymalyaBagchisoughtthe
response of the Centre, states,
and Union Territories on a Pub-
lic Interest Litigation (PIL) filed
by the NGO Community
Against Drunken Driving
(CADD). Appearing for the peti-
tioner, advocate Vipin Nair said
that “unlike tobacco, there isno
warning on these packs” which
“are like fruit juices but contain
vodka, with pictures of apples,
chilli mango vodka etc”.

The CJI remarked that it’s
“very deceptive.” The plea said
the sale of liquor in inconspicu-
ous packaging has the potential
todramatically increase the pub-
lic consumption of alcohol and
stressed the need for standard-
isation and harmonisation of ex-
cise policies of different states re-
garding the bottling of liquor.

It said that the sale of liquor
in such packages poses various
risks, including consumption by
juveniles, drinking in a moving
vehicle, health risks, increased
ease of smuggling, ease of public
consumption, and environ-
mental risks. The plea also
pointed out that cartons have at-
tractive packaging with vivid
colours, but do not have promi-
nent health warningslike in the
case of cigarettes, to dissuade
people from drunken driving
and responsible drinking. The
warning, if any, is only in small
fine print, which would be
hardly visible to a consumer,
Nair pointed out.

The names are misleading
and use of fruit names alongside
colour photographs of apples
and mangoes on the packaging
reinforces the deception, the
petitioner said. Itadded that this
reflects a deliberate marketing
strategy to pass off alcoholic bev-
erages as fruit juices, to evade
scrutiny by the authorities and
further target underage con-
sumers.

CBlbooks former
Navy captainin
disproportionate
assets case

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 20

THE CBI has registered an FIR
against a former Indian Navy
captain for allegedly amassing
disproportionate assets worth
over Rs 3 crore, officials said on
Wednesday.

The officer, who joined the
Navy as a sub-lieutenant on
July 1, 1989, rose to the rank of
captain on August 6, 2016, be-
fore retiring in 2024, they said.

According to the FIR, the of-
ficer was allegedly involved in
corrupt practices and acquired
substantial immovable assets
disproportionate to his known
sources of income. The agency
alleged that the officer acquired
several assets between 2010 and
2020 -- a period covering much
of histenure ascommanderand
captain in the Navy.

NEET PAPER LEAK ROW

Latur doctor detained: RCC

founder’s fannly under lens

Vallabh Ozarkar &
Mahender Singh Manral
Latur, New Delhi, May 20

INVESTIGATING THE alleged
leak of NEET-UG 2026 question
paper, the CBI on Wednesday
detained a paediatrician, Manoj
Shirole, from Latur, a day after
the agency questioned himover
his suspected role in obtaining
and circulating leaked question
papers.

Sources said the doctor,
whose residence and clinic in
Latur’s Old Ausa Road areawere
searched by the CBIon Tuesday,
wastaken to Pune for furtherin-
terrogation.

The agency is also probing
the role of family members of
Shivraj Motegaonkar, the
founder of Latur-based RCC
Classes, after it found that his
sonhad alsoappearedintheen-
trance exam on May 3.

Investigators are examining
Shirole’s links with suspected
paper buyers, financial transac-
tions and communication rec-
ords with the alleged leak net-
work.

Sources familiar with the
probe said the agency is also
examining whether the doctor
played any role in circulating
leaked NEET papers among
candidates or intermediaries
linked to Maharashtra’s coach-

Security personnel and civic officials at the sealed premises of RCC
Coaching Classes in Pune on Wednesday. Ani

ing and admission network.

Officials indicated that the
doctor may formally be placed
under arrest depending on the
outcome of the ongoing ques-
tioning. The development
comes days after the CBI ar-
rested Shivraj Motegaonkar in
the alleged paper leak case.

Sourcessaid the CBI on Wed-
nesday recorded the statement
of Motegaonkar’s wife, who is a
director of one of the companies
registered under RCC, after
questioning the couple’s son on
Tuesday.

Investigators suspect Mote-
gaonkar was part of alarger net-

worklinked tothe alleged leak of
NEET chemistry paper ques-
tions. The CBI alleged that he
had received the leaked ques-
tion paper and answers as early
as April 23 — 10 days before the
exam. A CBIteam also searched
the premises of RCC Classes in
Latur and the leaked questions
were allegedly found on Mote-
gaonkar’s phone.

Motegaonkarwasallegedlya
close friend of Prahlad Kulkarni,
the retired teacher who was “as-
sociated with National Testing
Agency (NTA)” and arrested
from Pune last week.

A source said the CBI on

Wednesday moved an applica-
tion before a Delhi Court, reques-
tingto get specimen signature of
five persons: Motegaonkar,
Mangilal Khatik, Vikas Biwal, Di-
nesh Biwal, all three arrested
from Jaipur and Yash Yadav,
whowasarrested from Gurgaon.

Multipleteamsofthe CBI are
currently questioning students,
who appeared in the NEET
exam, and one of the teams is
also conducting searches in
Nanded, Maharashtra.

The CBI also detailed its
charges against some of the
other accused before the Delhi
court: Dhananjay Lokhande;
Manisha Waghmare, a Pune-
based beautician; Shubham
Khairnar, whoranacounselling
business in Nashik.

“Lokhande obtained the
NEET-UG 2026 question paper
from co-accused Waghmare and
transmitted it to Khairnar. On
April 29, Yadav allegedly re-
ceived PDF files of the leaked
paper from Khairnar via Tele-
gram. Kulkarni allegedly sup-
plied questions to certain per-
sons through Waghmare. They
allegedly conspired with Mani-
sha Mandhare, an NTA ques-
tion-setting panel expert tagged
asakey mastermind wholeaked
the final question sets to select
students for substantial pay-
ments,” the CBI told the court.

Why Sunetra Pawar-Prashant Kishor
meeting tuels tensions in NCP ranks

Alok Deshpande
& Zeeshan Shaikh
Mumbai, May 20

THE MEETING of Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister and
NCP chief Sunetra Pawar and
her son Parth Pawar with politi-
cal strategist-turned-Jan Suraaj
founder Prashant Kishor, held
in Mumbai Monday, may have
been described officially by the
NCP as a “courtesy interac-
tion”, but within party circles
this meeting has sparked a
fresh round of speculation over
leadership, control and its fu-
ture direction.

What amplified this buzz
was not merely the meeting
itself, but the mannerin which
Parth chose to publiciseit.Ina
social media post, Parth de-
scribed Kishor as someone
with a “deep understanding of
politics and society” and said
their discussion covered “vari-
ous issues related to the
country, state and organisa-
tion”. “He (Kishor) has known
us since Dada’s (Ajit Pawar’s)
time. Yesterday, he wasintown
(Mumbai), sowe had the pleas-
ure of hosting him at home for
lunch and some insightful con-
versation,” Parth wrote.

Seeking to dismiss specula-
tion about Kishor formally
joining hands with the NCP,
Parth added: “Regarding some
speculation about him work-
ing with NCP, let me set the
record straight. To the best of
my knowledge, it has been a
few years since he quit the
political advisory space.Idon’t
see that changingbut I can as-
sure all those who are inter-
ested that we are and will al-
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Maharashtra Deputy CM Sunetra Pawar and Jan Suraaj founder
Prashant Kishor held a meeting in Mumbai on Monday

ways be available for each
other wherever needed.”

The post was widely circu-
lated in political circles and
triggered chatter within the
NCP, particularly because the
meeting came at a time when
the party continues to grapple
with internal uncertainty fol-
lowing its split and subsequent
political realignment in Maha-
rashtra.

Kishor also said that he was
not working with the NCP. “I
have quit that space in 2021
and am happy doing what I
have been doing in Bihar since
then,” he told The Indian Ex-
press.

Kishor’s association with
the Pawar family is not new.
According to sources, he had
met leaders of the Opposition
NCP (SP) at party chief Sharad
Pawar’s Delhi residence ahead
of the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. However, the NCP patri-
arch eventually decided
against engaging Kishor’s ser-
vices for the party.

Political strategist Naresh

Arora of DesignBoxed had ear-
lier worked for the NCP during
the 2024 Assembly elections.
Party sources said it was Parth
who had pushed for Arora’s ap-
pointment. Arora is credited
with suggesting Ajit Pawar’s
now widely recognised “pink
jacket” campaign linked to the
state government’s flagship
Majhi Ladki Bahin scheme for
women beneficiaries.

Since then, Arora’s associ-
ation with the NCP has re-
portedly remained intermit-
tent, with the party eventually
deciding to discontinue his
services.

Meeting optics

An NCP section interpreted
the optics of the Monday meet-
ing as an attempt by the Su-
netra-Parth camp to signal
that they arebuildinganinde-
pendent political and organ-
isational strategy for the fu-
ture. The  perception,
according to party insiders,
has caused discomfort among
several senior party leaders

outside the camp.

Thisuneaseisrooted inthe
churnthat hasbeen underway
in the NCP over the past few
years. Since the undivided
NCP's split by Ajit Pawar in
2023, his wife Sunetra and,
more recently, Parth have in-
creasingly emerged as central
figures in the party's organisa-
tional and political decision-
making.

While their supporters pro-
ject the development as part of
a generational transition
within the party, several senior
leaders privately acknowledge
disquiet over the expanding
role of the younger leadership.

These tensions had sur-
faced earlier during disputes
over organisational appoint-
ments, candidate selection
and communication with the
Election Commission (EC),
with senior leaders such as
Praful Patel and Sunil Tatkare
being perceived to be getting
sidelined.

Against this backdrop, Su-
netra-Parth's meeting with Ki-
shor has assumed greater
political significance.

Although Kishor is cur-
rently focused on Bihar
through his Jan Suraaj Party,
he continues to wield in-
fluence in national political
circles. Within the NCP, some
leaders now view the Sunetra-
Parth outreach as part of a
broader attempt to recalibrate
the party’simage and strategy
ahead of local body elections
and future Assembly contests.

Some others within the
party, however, insist that too
much should not be read into
Monday's “personal meeting”.

Investigators suspect access
to four chemistry paper sets is
behind RCC ‘guess paper’ match

Vallabh Ozarkar
Latur, May 20

SIX DAYS before the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
arrested Latur-based RCC
Classes founder Shivraj Mote-
gaonkar in the NEET-UG 2026
paper leak case on May 18, the
Latur Police had already begun
apreliminary inquiry after par-
entsofaNEET aspirant alleged
that 43 of the 45 chemistry
questionsin the May 3 examin-
ation directly matched hand-
written questions circulated
earlier by RCC as a “guess
paper”.

Investigators now suspect
the alleged leak may have orig-
inated from Latur-based retired
chemistry professor P V Kul-
karni, who was allegedly associ-
ated with the National Testing
Agency’s (NTA) confidential
chemistry paper-setting pro-
cess and had access to four sep-
arate NEET chemistry paper
sets prepared before one final
set was randomly selected for
the examination.

“Since Kulkarni allegedly
had accessto all four paper sets,
investigators suspect that ques-
tions from multiple sets may
have been circulated. Since
only one of the four chemistry
setswas ultimately selected for
the May 3 examination, 43 out
of the 45 chemistry questions
in that final selected set

matched the material circu-
lated by RCC. Had another set
been selected, the matching
questions would have been dif-
ferent,” a source familiar with
the investigation said.

So far the CBI has arrested
two persons from Latur — Mote-
gaonkar and Kulkarni - and
several teams are stations in
Latur and neighbouring town
questioning and conducting
searches.

Sources familiar with the
probe claimed that out of
around 180 possible chemistry
questions spread across the
four chemistry sets prepared
for NEET-UG 2026, nearly 133
questions allegedly appeared in
RCC’s chemistry “guess paper”
circulated before the May 3
examination.

Ofthe final chemistry set se-
lected for the examination, 43
of the 45 questions allegedly
matched the RCC material.

According to the CBI’s
grounds of arrest, investigators
alleged that Motegaonkar had
received leaked NEET-UG 2026
chemistry questions and
answers on April 23, nearly 10
days before the examination.

According to sources fam-
iliar with the inquiry, the com-
plaint was submitted to Latur
Police on May 12 after the stu-
dent compared RCC’s chemis-
try “guess paper” with the ac-
tual NEET chemistry paper.

The complainants alleged
that out of the 45 chemistry
questions asked in the examin-
ation, 43 were presentin RCC’s
“guess paper” almost exactly,
including the multiple-choice
options.

“The questions and even
the MCQ options were the
same. That created suspicionin
the minds of the parents that
the paper may have been
leaked beforehand,” a source
familiar with the inquiry said.

Sources said suspicion
around RCC’s “guess paper”
grew after avideo of Motegaon-
kar surfaced on social mediain
which he was seen discussing
with students how questions
from RCC’s mock tests and
guess papers had appeared in
the actual NEET examination.

According to sources, the
student later compared the
chemistry paper with RCC’s
material, informed parents
about the similarities and, after
discussions with others, the
family approached the police.

Following the complaint,
Latur Police began recording
statements of students and
initiated a preliminary verifica-
tion exercise involving Mote-
gaonkar and material circu-
lated by RCC Classes. The
inquiry by Latur Police ran par-
allel to the CBI's national inves-
tigation already underway after
the May 12 FIR.

Maharashtra: Fuel supply
delay hits rural areas, CM
says state has enough stock

Alok Deshpande
Mumbai, May 20

FROM TRACTORS idling in Vi-
darbha’s farmstokilometre-long
queues outside pumps across
Nashik, Sangli and Buldhana,
Maharashtra’s fuel shortage is
beginning to hit both rural life
and urban mobility, with the es-
timates that nearly 20-25 per
cent petrol pumps especially in
rural pockets are facing supply
disruptions. The crisis has been
most acute in rural pockets,
where diesel rationing and re-
fusal to sell fuel in cans have
slowed pre-monsoon agricul-
tural work, forcing farmers to
leave tractorsidle for hours.

Even as reports of fights at
pumps and panic buying sur-
faced from several districts, the
state government insisted there
was “no shortage” and blamed
global supply disruptionslinked
to the West Asia conflict, while
Chief Minister DevendraFadna-
vis appealed to citizens against
hoarding fuel.

“State has adequate stock of
petrol, diesel and other petro-
leum products. People have
started panic buying and refil-
lingadditional fuel than regular
practice. This panic buying has
created supply chain problem
and affected the supply to
pumps. [urge people not tostart
panic buying,” said Fadnavis.

Farmers have sounded an
alarm that diesel shortage hasal-
ready halted tilling of farms that
annually takes place before the
onset of monsoon. “The tilling
work is largely affected in Vi-
darbha where the land holding
islarge. The shortage of dieselin

Cans kept in queue at a petrol
pump in Buldhana district of
Maharashtra. express

tractors is a major concern in
rural parts,” said Ravikant Tup-
kar, afarmerleader and founder
of Krantikari Shekati Sanghtana
from west Vidarbha’s Buldhana
district.

Accordingto Tupkar, tractor
owners usually carry large cans
tobuydiesel astakingtractorsto
pumps from farms is not econ-
omical. “Pump owners have
stopped giving diesel in cans, vir-
tually bringing the pre-mon-
soon agriculture workstoahalt,”
said Tupkar. He added that the
practice of using bullocks is de-
clining due to the expenses in-
volved in maintaining them.

Accordingto farmer leaders,
from May 11, pump operators in
rural areas have been rationing
only 10 to 15 liters of diesel per
day to tractor owners. This

amount of diesel only suffices
for3to4 hours, leaving the trac-
torsidle for theremaining hours.

A petrol pump owner from
rural Nagpur said, “Some of us
are not getting the fuel supply on
credit basis. Paying advance
amount will not be feasible for
us.” Ravi Shinde, advisor to Pet-
rol Dealers’ Association, told The
Indian Express that companies
stopping giving fuel on credit
hasbeen ahuge factor. “With oil
companies facing monetary
losses, they have stopped giving
fuel on credit. Now they want ad-
vance payment. Earlier, they
used give credit of 4/5days. With
less supply the cash flow is dis-
rupted, it further delays future
payments and the cycle con-
tinues,” he said.

According to Shinde, the
high volume of fuel in Mumbai
hassafeguarded thecity areasto
some extent. “But if this con-
tinues, citiestoowill have tobear
the brunt,” he said.

Explaining further, he said,
when one pump runsout of fuel,
itincreases pressure on another
in the vicinity, eventually dis-
turbing their operations.

The problem intensifies on
Mondays as banks remain
closed on Sundays, delaying
payments.

According to the state gov-
ernment’s Food and Civil
Supplies department, Maha-
rashtra has around 8,100 fuel
pumps from public sector com-
panies. The government esti-
mates that state requires 18 mil-
lion litres of petrol per day and
34 million litres of diesel per day.
Outofthese,10to12%isthe con-
sumption in Mumbai.

KARIMA BEGUM, HER COUSIN AND PARTNER ABDUL REHMAN ARRESTED IN VIKARABAD; ALLEGEDLY TARGETED AFFLUENT ELDERLY WOMEN LIVING ALONE

2 murders, and more planned‘? Police probe couple living on ‘borrowed’ lifestyle

Sreenivas Janyala
Hyderabad, May 19

A “BORROWING SPREE” is al-
leged tobe behind the murder of
two elderly women belongingto
Telangana’s Vikarabad district,
with police arresting a couple
and claiming they were plan-
ning to kill several others who
had lent them money.

Along with Karima Begum,
43, and her partner Abdul Reh-
man, Karima’s cousin Abdul
Nayeem has been arrested for
the murder of Mahbub Begum,
65, and Abida Begum, 60. Be-
longingto Kokat and Khasimpur
villages in Vikarabad, the two
knew each other and had re-
portedly lent money to Karima
and Abdul a year ago.

The murders were dis-
covered after Mahbub and
Abida’srelatives approached po-
lice, saying the two had been
missing since they left for a
scheduled meetingwith Karima
and Abdul to demand their

money back. As per the investi-
gation report, while Mahbub
waslastseen on March 27, witha
complaint being lodged at Yalal
Police Station on March 31,
Abida disappeared on May 5,
and a missing complaint was
lodged at Basheerabad Police
Station on May 9.

After the second missing FIR
was lodged, police started con-
necting the dots. With the
phones of both Abida and
Mahbub switched off, the first
break came on May 15 when
another phone they were track-
ing pinged briefly. Circle Inspec-
tor Pravin Kumar Reddy said
that while the phone was active
only for about 10 seconds, they
were able to pinpointitslocation
to a bus stop outside Tandur
town.

“We realised that another
phone we were trackingwas also
active briefly at the sametime at
the same location. However,
there are no CCTV cameras at
the bus stop,” Reddy said.

The next crucial clue was
that Abida had got onto a bus
bound for Tolkatta area in Moi-
nabad. As police scoured the
area, theytraced Karimaand ar-
rested her, followed by Nayeem.

Reddy said Nayeem con-
fessed to Kkilling Abida and
Mahbub, and burying their
bodies nearafarmhouse. “Based
on their confession, we ex-
humed thebodiesand have sent
them for postmortem,” the
Circle Inspector said.

(From left) Abdul Rehman; Karima; and Nayeem. express

The money trail

A relative said Abida, a
widow, had put together some
savingsover alifetime, including
from the Rs 6,000 a month she
gotasan attendant atan angan-
wadi in Tandur town. “Karima
who lives in the same area used
to visit her often and they be-
came friends. She would often
ask Abida for money saying it
was for some emergency and
that she would return it,” says
the relative, adding that event-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ually the money owed by
Karima, in small sums,
amounted to Rs 70,000.

“Every time Karima came
askingfor money, Abidatold her
to first return the amount pre-
viously borrowed. But Karima
would cajole, begand plead that
she would return the entire
amount soon and managed to
borrow more,” says the relative.

Mahbub, also a widow, lived
not far from Abida’s house. Her
savings were from the senior

citizen’s pension provided by the
state government. According to
police, she lent Rs 40,000 to
Karima. Investigators believe
Karima made friends with the
two knowing they were vulner-
able and lived alone. Once she
had got the money, they say,
Karima stopped visiting Abida
and Mehbub, dodging their
calls. So the two women turned
to their relatives for help.

According to police, as the
relatives asked around about
Karima and Abdul, “they be-
came aware that the duo had
borrowed money from several
othersintheareaand were simi-
larly avoiding them”.

Officials estimate that the
couple borrowed from at least a
dozen others, adding that after
the case was cracked, eight
people have approached police
accusing Karima and Abdul of
notreturningtheir money either
—uptoRs 50,000 each.

“We have come to know
there may be many others... We

New Delhi

are going through missing per-
sons complaints across the dis-
trict,” an official said.

Theplan

According to police, Karima
and Abdul started panicking
when Abida and Mahbub
threatened to file police com-
plaints against them.

Roping in Nayeem, they ze-
roedinonadeserted stretchina
forested area in Tolkatta. In the
daysleadinguptothealleged ab-
duction of Mahbub, they
switched offlocation serviceson
their mobile phones. Then they
travelled from Tandur to Moina-
bad takinga route with minimal
CCTV coverage.

Karima reportedly met
Abida and Mahbub separately,
and told them both she had ar-
ranged for money fromarelative
at Moinabad, and that the
relative would give the amount
owed only to them in person.

Karima allegedly first con-
vinced Mahbub to travel by bus

to Moinabad, 85 km away, with-
outtellinganyone. The 65-year-
old was told that if word regard-
ingtherepaymentspread, other
lenders may turn up, and she
may not get her money. Mahbub
was allegedly also instructed to
board the busto Moinabad from
asmall roadside stop thatdidn’t
have any CCTV coverage.

Karima and Abdul

Police say Karima married
young, whenjust 20, around 23
years ago. There were problems
in the marriage, allegedly due
to her spending habits, and
after two children, she and her
husband got a divorce 10 years
ago.

Karimareportedly started a
clothing business, which did
not take off and left herin debt.
Itwas then that she met Abdul,
another failed cloth trader, and
they started living together.
Nayeem, who is very close to
Karima, spent a lot of time at
their house.
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Europe’s shift to centre of
Delhi’s frameis welcome

RIME MINISTER Narendra Modi’s trip to the Nether-
lands, Sweden, Norway and Italy underscores how far
India’s perception of, and engagement with, Europe has
evolved. Throughout the Cold War, India’s approach to
Europewasshaped largely by its close economic and defence ties
with the Soviet Union and its rivalry with the West. A prolonged
neglect is now giving way to expanding cooperation. Buoyed by
theIndia-EU FTA signed in January this year, following the 2024
India-EFTA agreement, Europe has been increasingly entering
India’s strategicimagination despite the friction around Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. The shift comes at a time when traditional
alignments are under growing strain — an unpredictable Ameri-
can president, an ever-deepening partnership between India’s
ally Russia and competitor China, and a fragile détente between
Beijing and Washington, reflected in the Trump-Xi summit.

Europe is now central to India’s pursuit of export markets,
capital, advanced technology and green-energy partnerships.
The PM’s tour itinerary reflects the enormous potential that col-
laboration with some of the continent’s smaller but highly capable
economies can unlock. The Netherlands, with a population of
just 18 million, is a pivotal player in the global chip race because
of ASML, the sole manufacturer of the advanced lithography ma-
chines needed to produce the most advanced semiconductors.
The deal between ASML and Tata Electronics will support scaling
up of the latter’s fabrication plant in Dholera. In defence, India
seeks to diversify procurement away from Russia, and in renew-
able energy, it requires both technological expertise and capital.
Europe also offers opportunities for India’s youth asthe diaspora
across the continent continues to expand, driven by highly skilled
workers and students. For Europe, meanwhile, India is a critical
partner in its efforts to de-risk from a rising China.

While the EU functions as a bloc of 27 member states, each
country retainsits own strategic priorities and foreign policy out-
look. Europe’s sub-regions, too, differ sharply in their perceptions
of external powers. India already enjoys strong partnerships with
key western European powers such as France, the Netherlands
and Germany, and it has moved to deepen engagement with the
Nordic countries while strengthening ties with Italy in the Indo-
Mediterranean. More must be done to engage with these sub-re-
gions and cultivate cross-linkages for mutual gains. With geo-
political realignments, a fraying rules-based order, and the
decreasingrelevance of international institutions, India’s tieswith
Europe can no longer be peripheral to its foreign policy.

In Manipur, pull back
from edge, build trust

FTER MONTHS of brittle calm, Manipur could once

again be on the edge. The immediate provocation —

the ambush and killing of three Kuki church leaders

travellingback to the Kuki-Zo majority Kangpokpi dis-
trict—hasdegenerated into abroader atmosphere of fear. There
havebeen retaliatory abductions, disappearances and mounting
tensions between Kuki and Tangkhul Naga communities across
thehill districts. Inastate mired in ethnic conflict for the last three
years, and burdened by layers of historical grievance, incidents
such as these could turn into communal flashpoints.

The present crisis, that began in Ukhrul earlier this year, how-
ever, cannot be understood through the lens of the violence be-
tween the state’s Meiteis and Kukis that has riven Manipur since
May 2023. It can be traced back, instead, to the older, more ser-
rated Naga-Kuki fault line, shaped by decades of territorial con-
testation, insurgent rivalry and competing visions of political be-
longing. The Nagas remain among the Northeast’s most
politically influential communities, with powerful tribal bodies,
longstanding armed networks, and aspirations tied not merely
to demands of autonomy within Manipur, but to a wider Naga
political settlement that transcends state boundaries. Instability
in the hill districts, therefore, echoes far beyond Manipur, inter-
secting with unresolved questions of autonomy, territory and
ethnic representation. The Kukis, meanwhile, carry their own
histories of displacement and grievance. In an already militarised
landscape, where weapons continue to circulate freely and trust
in state authority has eroded sharply, these unresolved antagon-
ismsthreaten to pull Manipur backinto another cycle of violence.

Thereturn of an elected governmentled by Yumnam Khem-
chand Singh in February had raised cautious hopes of rapproche-
ment in a state exhausted by prolonged conflict. Presented as a
conciliatory figure capable of balancing Meitei, Kuki and Naga
interests, Singh cannot afford to fall back on the political equivo-
cations of his predecessor. His inclusion of both Kuki and Naga
deputy chief ministers offers an opening, but representation
alone cannot substitute for trust. His government must move
beyond reactive measures towards sustained political mediation:
Securingthe unconditional release of hostages, guaranteeing safe
movement across districts, prosecuting the guilty and establish-
ing credible inter-community dialogue mechanisms. This mo-
ment must be decisively defused, too much is at stake.

Beer wins over wine,
snobbery is still on top

HAT HAPPENS when the land where wine snob-
bery is supposed to have originated suddenly
findsitselfto be anation of beer drinkers? Accord-
ingtotheInternational Organisation of Vine and
Wine, France is for the first time consuming more beer than
wine — 10 million litres more, to be precise. For the land of Bur-
gundy, Merlot and Bordeaux, that is sobering news indeed.

Part of the reason could well be generational. Gen Z’s aver-
sion to drinking has been reported from across the US and Eu-
rope, where alcohol sales have fallen by about 20 per cent.
When they do drink, beer is the tipple of choice, thanks to the
rising cost of living and the decline of the “hang-out” culture
in favour of digital socialisation (or isolation): Not only is beer
cheaper, it is also considered a more “casual” drink. In France,
in particular, wine — still associated with the daily ceremony
of sit-down meals — is considered too stuffy by a generation
that prefers to eat on the go.

Yet, those celebrating the end of what they see as elitist cir-
cus around wine should perhaps hold off on ordering another
round. The boom in France’s craft beer industry, with brewers
and consumers bringing their appreciation for “terroir” and
other wine-related concepts to “bierologie”, indicates that the
affectations have merely been displaced onto anew subject. In
other words, what was once prized in wine, is now sought in
beer: Le snobbery est mort, vive le snobbery.

represents a moment of peak

political performance and a

landmark achievement. A re-

soundingendorsement for Nar-
endraModiin2029is the only way the party
canexceed the electoral peakit'sattained in
Bengal. Atthe sametime, the BJP'shandling
of the economy has hit a low with no guar-
antee that it cannot go lower. The burning
question is: Are the two events coincidental,
or simultaneously determined? The latter
— details follow.

Four agents are responsible for the econ-
omicderailment. The first and mostimpor-
tant is the government itself. It recognises
the problem but is satisfied with blaming
others for the crisis — in this case, the second
agent: Major industry. The third agentisthe
Congress party, which is so comfortable
being led by the Gandhis that a BJP one-
party democratic rule is all but guaranteed.
The fourth agent is the puppeteer control-
lingthe top three: The Deep State. The crisis
persists because the economy continues to
expand at a pace proudly touted as the fast-
est among the world’s major economies.

The political high is self-evident — the
emphatic win in West Bengal and the near
one-party democratic rule in India. For
some, the “economic low” may be an exag-
geration: Isn’t India the fastest-growing
major economy in the world, with GDP
growth around a 35-year historical average
of 6 per cent a year? The catch lies in that
word “major” and in measuring against a 35-
year average. For the period of BJP rule from
2014 onwards, India’s rank in terms of GDP

growth, the rank is eighth, and it's placed
16thin terms of per capita growth in US dol-
lars. Bangladesh is the first in terms of US
dollar growth, with an average per capita
growth of 8.3 per cent per annum. Ethiopia
is2nd at 7.2 per cent, India is 16th at just 4.7
per cent. No matter how one slicesthe data,
itistime todispense with the moniker of the
fastest-growing major economy.

India has also moved from being one of
the “Fragile Five” economies in 2013 to
possibly becoming one of just two (along
with Turkey). The Indian rupee has depreci-
ated approximately 12 per cent against the
US dollar in the last year, the seventh con-
secutive year of decline, and was ranked
among Asia’s worst-performing currencies
in 2025. India today presents a macroecon-
omic paradox: Inflation hasbeen contained,
the current account deficit is manageable,
growth remains steady, and political stabil-
ityisunusually strong. In theory, those con-
ditions should support currency confi-
dence, not extreme fragility.

The government response has been to
apply band-aids instead of performing the
surgery needed to make invest-
ment in India — by Indians and
foreigners alike — more attractive.
One such band-aid is an appeal to
Indians to invest more at home. It
was established long ago that in-
vestors vote with their feet: Individ-
uals and firms respond to econ-
omic incentives, not to moral
appeals or what rulers perceive as
national interest. And the incen-
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The government response
has been to apply band-aids
instead of performing the
surgery needed to make
investment in India — by
Indians and foreigners alike —
more attractive

not enter it. Why? For starters, there is the
much-discussed “business climate”: Do-
mestic firms are deeply uncertain about
government policy.

A major driver of GDP growth, export
performance, and manufacturing competi-
tivenessisthe presence and scale of Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI). FDI brings foreign
technology, capital, and linkages with global
supply chains. The higher the FDI, the
higher the investment and the higher the
growth. Thisisaccepted wisdom around the
world — and was accepted in India, until
2015. The new mindset believes India can,
and should, dictate terms to the foreign in-
vestor; thatinvestorsare “dying” toenter the
“large” Indian market. To put that marketin
perspective: India’s GDPin 2025was smaller
than that of the state of California. Itislikely
that this same mindset drove the radical
revision of the Bilateral Investment Treaty
(BIT) framework in 2015. Soon after, Quality
Control Orders (QCOs) surged from just 14
in 2017 to 765 by December 2024 — nothing
more than an additional instrument of pro-
tection for domestic industry, especially
firms with foreign tie-ups.

The revised 2015 BIT required
that a foreign investor, before exit-
ing their Indian venture, wait five
years before proceedingto arbitra-
tion—and that the arbitration take
place before an Indian judge. If In-
dian citizens are wary of going to
Indian courts regardless of subject
or grievance, why require a foreign
investor to do the same?

requirement that foreign investors exhaust
local remedies for five years before access-
ing international arbitration. Is there any
marriage in history, of whatever kind, that
needs a five-year cooling off? Even now,
the government’s promised revamp ap-
pears aimed only at softening, not rethink-
ing, that design.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced in Parliament in February 2025
that the BIT framework would be reviewed
and a new version released. The reform re-
lease is still awaited. Speculation is that the
fundamental architecture has not changed
— except that the five-year waiting period
hasbeenshortened to “just” three years. And
the requirement to exhaust Indian courts
first —the defining departure from pre-2015
BIT norms — is likely being retained.

The deeper danger of overwhelming
political successisthatit can encourage the
belief that policy is already good enough. It
isnot. India still holds the advantages of sta-
bility, scale, and global relevance. The pres-
ent West Asian crisis is a perfect storm — for
economic reforms. Unless the government
uses this moment to improve the invest-
ment climate, restore treaty credibility, and
signal seriousness about reform, political
dominance will begin to look less like
strength and more like a substitute for it.
Elections can deliver power. Only policy can
deliver prosperity. The world is watching,.

Bhalla is chairperson of the Technical Expert
Group for the first official Household Income
Survey for India. Views are personal

Keeping exams clean: From
Kerala, apersonal example
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K J ALPHONS

I decided that
only I would
know who sets
question
papers and
where they
would be
printed.
Nobody else
inmy office
would know.
Iresolved to
have three sets
of question
papers

FTER A stint in DDA, I re-

turned to my home cadre,

Kerala, in 2000. I was ap-

pointed as Transport Com-

missioner of Kerala. I got out
onto the streets with my staff, and we
brought down the accident rate by 60 per
cent. ButIlasted only three monthsin the
job as the Transport Minister wanted to
transfer RTOs, which was my job, and I
wouldn’t let him do that.Iwas appointed
Secretary, Higher Education, and Com-
missioner for Entrance Examinations —
my job was to conduct entrance
examinations for all professional colleges
in Kerala.

The Education Minister told me, “En-
trance examinations have always been a
mess. Can you set it right?” I told him: “I
will try”. Every year, the examination re-
sults are declared after awaiting period of
three months. Then, some parents would
invariably approach the High Court with
the plea that some questions were wrong
and these should be deleted from the
evaluation. The court would set up a com-
mittee of experts and take three months
to dispose of the case, ordering the dele-
tion of some questions and re-ranking the
successful candidates. For six months,
candidates and their parents would have
sleepless nights; some attempted suicide.

I went to the Entrance Commis-
sioner’s office with much apprehension.
On the first day, I had a meeting with all
the staff1told them, “We have the reputa-
tion of being the worst office in the world;
let us make this the best office in the
world”. They said: “Yes”.Idid not buy new
computers or scanners. We did not recruit
any new staff.

I decided that only I would know who
sets question papers and where they
would be printed. Nobody else in my of-
fice would know. I resolved to have three
sets of question papers.

After I had zeroed in on a question
setter, I would go and meet him per-
sonally. How did I travel? Of course, under
a fake name. If the question setter was in
Delhi, Iwould change flights three times
to get to Delhi from Thiruvananthapu-
ram. Once I landed at Delhi airport, I
would change taxis three times to reach
the question setter's residence.

Why all this drama?

I didn’t want anybody to tail me. I
never stayed at the government guest
house, but at alow-end hotel and under a
fake name. Once the questions were pre-

pared, Iwould collect the physical copies
personally; no emails or couriers. Iwould
take it to two experts and re-validate the
questions and keys. Again, no emails and
no couriers. After that,Iwould takeittoa
printer. Nobody knew my travel plans, not
even my PS. All the flight and hotel bills
were kept in a secret, sealed cover. The
printed question papers were brought to
Kerala only two days before the date of the
examinations under a Gujarat police es-
cort. They were sent to the districts and
stored in the treasury and sealed under
the supervision of the District Collector.
They were sent to the examination
centres under police protection.

Like NEET, the Kerala entrance was
objective-type multiple-choice ques-
tions. The OMR answer sheet was just one
page. To ensure absolute secrecy, I intro-
duced an innovation. The coded top por-
tion of the OMR sheet was made tearable.
Once the students entered their roll
numbers, the top portion was torn off
(part A). Soon after the entrance test,
these were taken to the Commissioner’s
office, scanned, and the information was
stored on a disc, which would be in my
possession. All details were deleted from
the digital systems.

Then, the OMR sheets (part B) were
scanned, and these contained the scores
of candidates. Nobody in the office knew
who scored what, as only Part A had the
candidate information. The matching of
Part A and Part B was done by me per-
sonally, only an hour before the results
were declared. This ensured that nobody
in the office was able to manipulate the
marks, not even me.

When we declared the results on the
seventh day after the examinations, six
newspapers in Kerala wrote editorials:
“Entrance Commissioner’s Office gets
first rank”. Postgraduate medical en-
trance examination results were declared
on the second day. Super speciality medi-
cal entrance examination results were de-
clared on the same day. What a trans-
formation, from being the worst office in
the world to the best.

Would the NTA like to learn some les-
sons? Twenty-two lakh candidates and
their parents could have been spared the
agony. In this digital age, it is much easier
to do what we did.

The writer was from the
1979 batch of the IAS and
is a former Union Minister

Our highway policy
needsagreenreset
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ViNoD KUMAR

Highways must
no longer be
viewed merely
as transport
infrastructure,
butas
ecological
and socio-
economic
landscapes.
One promising
solution is
Highway
Farm Forestry

Under Bharatmala and Vision 2047, thousands of kilo-

metres of expressways and highways are reducinglogistics

costsand acceleratingeconomic growth. This transforma-

tion is creating an ecological and public-health burden.
Highway corridors are increasingly becoming zones of pollution,
landscape fragmentation and agricultural risk. Since many high-
ways pass through densely populated agricultural regions, the
impacts extend beyond the carriageway itself.

Highways must no longer be viewed merely as transport in-
frastructure, but as ecological and socio-economic landscapes.
One promisingsolution is Highway Farm Forestry (HFF) —amar-
ket-linked agroforestry approach in which farmers adjoining
highways voluntarily cultivate commercially viable tree cropsin-
stead of pollution-sensitive food crops. These “Tree Crop Buffer
Zones” can reduce pollution exposure, improve ecological con-
nectivity and generate additional income. Unlike earlier social-
forestry programmes, HFF is profitability-driven. Species such
as poplar, bamboo, teak, Malabar neem and gamhar have strong
industrial demand. With assured buyback and extension support,
roadside agroforestry can become a viable rural enterprise.

Indiaimports nearly Rs 70,000 crore worth of wood and wood
products annually. HFF could reduce import dependence, create
rural employment and strengthen timber industries in line with
the “Make inIndia” agenda. However, the proposal is not simply
about timber production. Itisabout integrating ecology planning
intoinfrastructure policy. Conventional roadside green belts are
difficult to scale across the highway network, given the high cost
of acquiring land. A more practical approach is a differentiated
“Tiered Zone Framework”. Highways close to pollution-affected
belts — roughly within 100 m — should prioritise tree-based sys-
tems, while areas beyond can continue mixed agroforestry or
conventional agriculture dependingon ecological and livelihood
conditions. This approach recognises that ecological restoration,
food security and farmer livelihoods must go together.

Properly designed roadside tree systems can function as ecol-
ogical steppingstonesin fragmented landscapes, supporting pol-
linators, birds and local microclimates. Plantation biomass can
also support carbon sequestration and help farmers participate
in emerging carbon markets. At the same time, ecological safe-
guardsare essential. Monocultural plantations could create new
environmental problems if poorly designed. Species selection
must be science-based, region-specific and groundwater-sensi-
tive. Invasive species should be excluded and native and mixed-
species systems should be encouraged. HFF is not a substitute
for cleaner mobility systems or stronger environmental safe-
guards in infrastructure planning; it must complement them.

Implementation will require institutional coordination and
farmer support. Farmers need quality planting material, exten-
sion services, predictable markets and simplified regulations.
The National Transit Pass System introduced in2023 has already
addressed a major bottleneck by enabling seamless interstate
movement of timber through a “One Nation, One Pass” frame-
work. India now needs a national policy vision that treats high-
way corridors not merely as engines of mobility, but as landscapes
for ecological and economic resilience.

I NDIA IS expandingits highways at an unprecedented pace.

Mathur is former chairperson, National Biodiversity Authority of India. Sapra
is former managing director, Haryana Forest Development Corporation,
Kumar is former principal chief conservator of forests, Haryana
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Lankan troops abandonplans

THE SRILANKAN Air Force, for the second
consecutive day, bombed the centre of
Jaffna as Tamil militants appeared successful
inforcing the government to abandonits
plans for marchinginalarge number of

. E _--“::T:_L__P‘:T?'::__ l— troops to wrest control. Four to six bombs

.  [Lanki troops forced  FEem were dropped between 10.35am and 10.55

r—r-- - ”E:l' ﬂhf:ﬂ‘:l:' :";r“‘[':f‘; P am at Jaffna bus stand and First Cross Street,
i =y e g L allin the centre of the town.

i mibrgmiutn ——— | Bidtosubvertaccord: Punjab

THE PUNJAB government has submitted be-
fore the Venkataramiah Commission that Ha-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ryana has not chosen to file any claim before
the Commission with the apparent object of
delaying the proceedings and thereby put-
ting off the transfer of Chandigarh to Punjab.
The Punjab Government, inits reply, pointed
out that the attitude adopted by Haryana was

tantamount to questioning the terms of refer-

ence of the Commission and was indicative
of its attitude of non-cooperation withit.

Planned sabotageinIndia

EXTREMISTS IN the US had planned to se-
lect and train 100 commandos and send
five of them to each Indian state to cause
widespread sabotage and create panic. Ac-

New Delhi

cording to adocument produced during
the trial of Gurpartap Singh Birk on charges
of conspiring to kill PM Rajiv Gandhi during
his visit to the US last June, the possible tar-
gets of these commandos included the
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre.

Indiareproaches UK

India expressed surprise that the British Gov-
ernment had not furnished it with information
that one of the four Sikhs facing trial for plot-
ting to kill PM Rajiv Gandhi during his visit to
Britain had received classified information
about hisitinerary from someone working in
the High Commissionin London.




® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Narendra Modi’s austerity appeals
reveal how war, energy insecurity and
dollar pressures expose the fragility of
globalisation. — The Guardian
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US vs Iran shows why it is not about
military power, but manipulating risk

THAROORTHINK

BY SHASHI THAROOR

STHE “phoney peace” inIran

dragson,lamreminded ofan

old lesson: In the annals of

strategic thought, few insights

have proved as enduring as
Thomas Schelling’s in his 1960 book The
Strategy of Conflict: Coercive bargainingis
not about the blunt application of force, but
about the manipulation of shared risk. In
conflictswhere neither side can afford out-
right defeat, Schelling showed that the real
contest lies in shaping the environment of
danger — raising the costs of escalation,
narrowing the exits, and forcing adver-
saries to calculate how much risk they can
bear before they must compromise.

The Trump administration’s approach
to Iran seemed to rest on the assumption
that sufficiently severe bombardment by its
overwhelmingly superior military force
would compel capitulation. Yet history sug-
gested otherwise. Severe punishment,
when it fails to break an opponent’s will,
does not produce submission; it produces
a bargaining environment in which both
sides become desperate to find a way out
that does not humiliate them fatally. In such
an environment, the weaker party hasevery
incentive to make the exit as costly and as
visible as possible, ensuring that the
stronger adversary pays areputational and
strategic price for its miscalculation.

Iran’s position in this confrontation re-
flects Schelling’s logic. Strategically weaker
than the US in conventional terms, it non-
etheless possesses asymmetric leverage.
The Strait of Hormuz is not merely a ship-
ping lane; it is, in Schelling’s terms, a hos-
tage whose value rises as American desper-
ation increases. By causing disruption of
global energy flows, Iran can manipulate
the shared risk that binds both sides, forc-
ing Washington to reckon with the costs of
escalation not just in military terms butin

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

The next pandemic

THE WORLD learned the science
of vaccines during COVID-19, but
failed the morality of distribution
(‘World isn’t prepared for next
pandemic’, IE, May 20). While
wealthy nations stockpiled doses
and opposed the India-South Af-
rica TRIPS waiver at the WTO,
poorer countries faced prolonged
shortages. The deeper crisisis
that global health still bends be-
fore geopolitical interest. Inter-
national health regulations and
pandemic treaties mean little
when nations retreat into medi-
cal nationalism during
emergencies. Future pandemics
may spread through viruses, but
they will worsen through inequal-
ity and political selfishness.
Havya Garg, Chandigarh

THE EBOLA outbreak has
alarmed the world. Fatality rates
have reached as high as 90 per
centinsevere outbreaks. The
COVID-19 pandemic was one of
the most devastating eventsin
modern history. The world had no
ideaabout howtodeal with such
an epidemic. India, with itshuge
population and limited healthcare
infrastructure, faces enormous
challenges both financial and
structural (‘World isn’t prepared
for next pandemic’, IE, May 20).
Countless people across the world
died without proper treatment.
Future zoonotic diseases must be
handled with far better prepared-
ness and coordination.

SSPaul, Nadia

Abolish NEET

SINCE IT hasbeen proved beyond
doubt that NEET isa fraudulent
examination and the paper leaks
and malpractices have happened
with the connivance of the stake-
holders of the NTA, NEET should
be abolished immediately (‘(NEET
paper leak raises larger questions,
calls for honest reckoning’, IE,
May 19). The selection of candi-
dates for medical education
should again be left to the respect-
ive states and determined purely
on the marks scored by the candi-
datesintheir Plus 2 examination,
which has all along proved to be
foolproofin all respects.

Tharcius S Fernando, Chennai

economic and diplomatic fallout. The
more the US insists on punishment with-
out offering a credible off-ramp, the more
valuable that hostage becomes.

This dynamic underscores a broader
truth about coercive diplomacy. Force
alone rarely secures compliance. What
matters is the structure of risk, the percep-
tion of danger, and the credibility of exit
strategies. When punishment is pursued
without a parallel effort to manage riskand
provide pathways to de-escalation, it
hardensresistance rather than softeningit.
Iran’s tactics — calibrated disruption, vis-
ible defiance, and the threatened exploita-
tion of chokepoints — are designed pre-
cisely to exploit this gap, turning
vulnerability into leverage.

History offers ample illustrations. The
Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 was not re-
solved by America’s overwhelming mili-
tary superiority alone. It was resolved by
the manipulation of shared risk: Both
Washington and Moscow understood that
escalation could lead to nuclear
war, a catastrophe neither could
risk. The crisis ended when both
sides found a way out that pre-
served dignity — removing mis-
siles from Cuba in exchange for a
quiet withdrawal of American
missiles from Turkey. The lesson
was clear: Coercion succeeds not
when one side overwhelms the
other, but when both sides per-
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AMRITA NANDY

IN THE award-winning Lebanese film,
Capernaum, the 12-year-old protagonist,
Zain, is asked by the judge why he wants to
sue his parents. “Because I was born,” Zain
says. Through his parents, Zain confronts us,
adults, for first turning the world into Caper-
naum (broadly, a site of chaos) and then
bringing children into it.

In the recent debate about the right to
abortion beyond 24 weeks, Zain could be any
one of us, the unborn child of the15-year-old
rapesurvivor, or its 15-year-old child-mother.
In aremarkable departure from the law and
the opinion of the medical establishment,
the Supreme Court (SC) permitted abortion.

Amongthe opinions sparked by this per-
mission, arecent article (‘Law is not the prob-
lem. Abortion in India needs honest engage-
ment and implementation’, IE, May 15)
mentioned the “spiritual dimension” of the
potential birth of the unborn child. Anti-
abortion discourse oftenleans on thereligio-
spiritual to support its arguments for birth.

However, there are different spiritual di-
mensionsat play aswell —for theright ofthe
child not to be born. “Spiritual”
here carriesits humanistic, existen-

By causing disruption of global
energy flows, Iran can
manipulate the shared risk that
binds both sides, forcing
Washington to reckon with the
costs of escalation notjustin
military terms but in economic
and diplomatic fallout

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

ceive that the risks of continued confron-
tation outweigh the costs of compromise.

Closer to home, the Kargil conflict of
1999 demonstrated a similar dynamic. Pak-
istan’s incursion into Indian territory was
militarily unsustainable, but Islamabad
sought to leverage asymmetric risk by in-
ternationalising the conflict and threaten-
ing escalation. India’s calibrated response
— limited military action combined with
diplomatic pressure — was designed to
manage risk while preserving credibility.
The eventual withdrawal of Pakistani
forces was not simply a product of battle-
field losses, but of the recognition that the
risks of escalation, including the nuclear
option, were intolerable. That shaped the
outcome: India won.

The Gulf War 0f 1990-91 also illustrates
the paradox of coercion. Saddam Hussein’s
invasion of Kuwait was met with overwhel-
ming American military power, but the co-
alition’s successlay in using force to create
a bargaining environment where Iraq’s
risks mounted daily. The destruc-
tion of infrastructure, the isolation
of Iraq diplomatically, and the
threat of further escalation cre-
ated a situation in which Sad-
dam’s position became untenable.
Yet even then, that war ended
with Saddamstill in power, arem-
inder that coercion rarely pro-
duces total capitulation. The ab-
sence of a credible exit strategy left

faith

lengesin the fictional court. By allowing the
termination of the pregnancy of the minor,
the SC has prevented many real-life Zains
from reaching their overcrowded court-
rooms. The point? Birth is not necessarily a
welcome event, even via spiritual and philo-

INGOOD

sophical frames.

Thisisan upstream argument, and there-
fore even more fundamental tothe debate on
abortion. Since suffering is an inescapable
reality of human life, every newborn will in-
evitably suffer repeatedly throughout their
life. Sufferingimplies a range of psychological
distress caused by dissatisfaction, anxiety,
anget, hatred, depression, besides bodily pain
and discomfort. Philosophers such as David
Benatar (author of Better Neverto Have Been)
see birth as a moral wrong because it places
an innocent being in harm’s way without
their knowledge and consent. But since the
parent knows that the newborn will suffer,
they are accountable for their choice to give
birth. Thisact ofharmisdriven by aspectrum
ofthe parents’ own present and future needs
of caregiving and receiving,.

This cynical perspective is not just held by
a global, growing community of
antinatalists, the centrality and cer-

tial connotations that centre our The srp Ofpmnatahsm and tainty of suffering are also affirmed
shared fibreand invokeourinnate ~ Motherhood onourpsyches by gpiritual traditions such as Bud-
oneness. Like Zain, millions are can blind us to her sense dhism. It calls birth the first step in
born—many accidentally — incir-  Hf being overwhelmedaround  recurrent cyclesof sgffering thatin-
cumstances that are unfit for a . clude sickness, ageing, and death.
child, if not precarious or harmful. selthood, existence, Birth unleashes a continuum of
Itisthis unnecessary yet pervasive and purpose trishna (craving), which creates a

human suffering that Zain chal-

continuum of suffering that keeps

the conflict unresolved, sowing the seeds
for future confrontation a decade later.

These examples highlight the enduring
relevance of Schelling’s insight. Coercion
is not a mechanical process of applying
force until the adversary breaks. It is a psy-
chological and political process of shaping
perceptions of risk, creating incentives for
compromise, and managing the pathways
tode-escalation. When punishment is pur-
sued without attention to these dynamics,
it produces resistance, escalation, and un-
intended consequences.

The Strait of Hormuz thus stands as a
symbol of the paradox of coercion. Itis a
narrow waterway, but in strategic terms it
isvast —a “hostage” whose fate shapes the
calculations of nations far beyond the im-
mediate conflict. It is not a mere shipping
lane, but the embodiment of shared risk, a
reminder that in the strategy of conflict, the
manipulation of danger is often more deci-
sive than the application of force.

For policymakers, the lesson is sober-
ing. Military superiority does not guarantee
compliance. Punishment without path-
ways to compromise creates bargaining en-
vironments where adversaries exploit risk
to their advantage. The challenge is to in-
tegrate force into a strategy that recognises
the psychology of risk, the importance of
dignity, and the necessity of credible exits.
Without this, coercion becomes a trap, lock-
ing adversaries into cycles of escalation
that neither can afford to sustain.

In this case, both Iran and the United
States must recognise that the manipulation
of risk is the essence of the contest. Severe
bombing may demonstrate power and re-
solve, but without a credible off-ramp, it only
increases the value of the other side’s capac-
ity to cripple the world economy. The Strait
of Hormuz will remain alever of asymmetric
power, and Iran will continue to exploit it
until Washington offers a pathway to com-
promise that preserves dignity on both sides.
Schelling’s insight, six decades old, remains
thekeytounderstandingwhy mere coercion
fails,and why shared riskis the true currency
of bargaining in international conflict.

The writer is a fourth-term Member of Parliament
(Lok Sabha) for Thiruvananthapuram and
chairman of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on External Affairs

Right to life cannot mean
duty to reproduce suffering

ustrapped inthe world. Buddhism is not anti-
natalist and does not prohibit procreation for
itslay followers. But its ultimate recommen-
dation against the suffering of human life —
or “crossing the flood” (Samyutta Nikaya or
Connected Discourses) — is to transcend
birth itself. It can be done by cultivating dis-
cerningself-awareness and weeding out self-
deception, delusion, and craving. This could
mean, including for the issue of abortion, a
balanced response between compassion for
theraped minor and her circumstanceand a
fixed, doctrinaire refusal to abortion.

An equally potent consideration is the
spiritual distress of the pregnant person, in
this case, a child herself. The grip of prona-
talism and motherhood on our psyches can
blind us to her sense of being overwhelmed
around selfhood, existence, and purpose.
Bringinganew human into the world, under
any circumstance — even through the
mother’sstrongunwillingness and anguish,
or coercingherto carry the child totermonly
to offer the baby for adoption — is a fraught
proposition that does not augur well for
either the parent or the potential child. There
isample evidence about the relationship be-
tween unwanted pregnancies, childhood
trauma, abuse, and lifelong psychological
challenges for the mother and child.

Between an unborn child and its living
mother, the Court chose well not to repro-
duce suffering from one to two.

Nandy is author of Motherhood and Choice:
Uncommon Mothers, Childfree Women

Kanimozhi, not
culturewars, may
be star of DMK's

revival script

HE DEFEAT of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam

(DMK ) and All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kaz-

hagam (AIADMK) by the newcomer Tamilaga Vet-

tri Kazhagam (TVK) took many by shock. Former

Chief Minister and DMK leader MK Stalin put out
avideo on his X account, where he graciously claimed respon-
sibility for the DMK's defeat and invited the public to offer sug-
gestions for improvement in the future.

There is no doubt that the DMK needs to evolve and reinvent
itself, as Stalin himself noted. For that to happen, however, the
party must bringin areal leadership transformation — and the
name is Kanimozhi Karunanidhi.

Time and again, women voters have not found much inspi-
ration in the DMK. During Jayalalithaa's time, AIADMK was
able to garner women votes in larger numbers than the DMK.
Her welfare measures, such as the Amma Mess, greatly em-
powered women at the local level. In contrast, the DMK leader-
ship is not only seen as male, it is also seen as a space where
women cannot aspire to higher positions. Despite welfare
measures such as free bus-passes for women, the Kalaignar Ma-
galir Urimai Thittam, Pudhumai Penn Thittam and others, the
DMK hasbeen unable to project itsimpact onto itsimage. Worse,
law and order problems also contributed to a negative public
perception. Vijay, in contrast, appeared as a protective brother
figure and won over a substantial portion of women voters.

Towhat extent women leaders would be able to achieve ac-
tual empowerment in the TVK remains to be seen, but a per-
ception is that the DMK does not promote powerful women
leaders. That the DMK is seen to be undertaking corrective
measuresisimportant for the party's reinvention. And nothing
can make it as visible as a change in the leadership.

Kanimozhi is a seasoned politician, with years of experience
behind her, and years of service ahead of her. Born in 1968, a
year after the DMK first came to powetr, she is perfectly placed
as a successor to Stalin and as a senior for Udhayanidhi. Her
work in the party has won great respect among its leaders and
cadres, young and old.

M Karunanidhi’s daughter
is also an intellectual in her
own right. She can hold her
ground on conversations on
language, literature, culture,
history, and Dravidian
politics. She has displayed her
competence not just as a spo-
kesperson of Tamil interests
in the Lok Sabha, but also as
an articulate defender of na-
tional interests when she led
the all-party team to Russia
following Operation Sindoor.
For the latter, she won praise
even from the Centre.

On his very first day as Leader of Opposition, Udhayanidhi
posed sharp questions to the new Chief Minister Vijay, and re-
iterated his call for the “eradication” of Sanatan Dharma. But
the DMK should note that while these “culture wars” agitate
both the right-wing as well as the anti-caste ecosystems, they
do not translate to votes. The common person in Tamil Nadu
isindifferent to fiery debates on the Sanatan becauseitisnota
term or concept they associate with in their daily lives. Most of
the voters, women especially, are believers, but are not political
on the basis of religion, an important thing for the spirit of secu-
larism in the state. Women’s safety and welfare, however, are
important voter issues. Kanimozhi can potentially be that face,
which stands for security, order, as well as social justice.

There is also another important factor. Both Vijay and Ud-
hayanidhi were known as cine stars before they became politi-
cians. Itisknown that Vijay has the greater influence, following,
and star power. In a confrontation, Vijay appears, or is made to
effectively appear, bigger. The meme wars that their followers
have unleashed on each other are drawn more from cinema
than from any deep political thought. And TVK, in content cre-
ation, is more effective.

With Kanimozhi, a different dynamic enters. At the mo-
ment, she is the most well-known woman leader from Tamil
Nadu. An attack on her could be easily seen as an attack on
women. The emotive popularity of the Kannagi story and vari-
ous Amman deities is a social testimony to that.

Asitrefashionsitself, the DMK should learn that the voter
is won over not only by rational choice, but also, and some-
times more, by emotive affect. It may want to tone down its
pagutharivu (rationalism, as propagated by Periyar) a bit and
invest more in winning back popular appeal among women
voters, through notjust new technologies, but also with anew
face for the party.

The writer is Smuts Visiting Research Fellow,
University of Cambridge
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SATISH PADMANABHAN

IT MAKES for an ill-tempered morning if
at least Rs 2,000 is not offered at the altar
of Blinkit or Zepto or Instamart before
nine. Like how mornings used to be
spoiled for my father if he couldn’t listen
to the ‘Suprabhatham’ before leaving for
office or for Hercule Poirot if the half-
boiled white oblong was placed askew in
his egg cup.

“The Greek yoghurt is over,” the maid
announces assit down with my muesli. I
lunge for the phone and tap the quick de-
livery app.

“What else?”

“Order some oats and berry mix.”

The cart brimmeth over — notes from my morning

“OK, anything else? This won’t do for
free delivery.” She wants nothing else. I
have to add stuff worth Rs 159 more for
free delivery, the first level or padav to
cross as Bachchan would say to a KBC
quizzer. I rack my brain to think of prod-
ucts that won’t expire soon

“Do we need Hit? It’s mosquito
season.”

“No, you ordered it two days ago, we al-
ready have three cans.”

What else, what else? Pulses? Coffee
powder? Batteries for remotes? Trouble is
Iwent through the same quandary yester-
day. Let me focus. Razor blades, maybe.
I’'m always running out of them and they
cost as though they are made of rare earth
minerals.

It not only makes up the difference but
brings my bill tantalisingly close to the

next padav of Maxxsaver. To cross that I
have to add stuff worth Rs 316 more. I get
20 per cent off on the total bill, plus a
chance to win a ticket to go to Iceland to
see the Northern Lights. I scroll up and
down. The maid eyes me, takes pity and
tries to put me out of my misery. “Olive oil
is getting finished, you can get that.” Yes,
bingo! A big budget item — that should
suffice. Well, now I am within kissing dis-

What else, what else?
Pulses? Coffee powder?
Batteries for remotes? Trouble
isI'went through the same
quandary yesterday

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

tance of the app’s new “10-4-10” deal: 10
per cent cashback on all purchases for the
next 10 months. But I go blank. All the
merchandise listed on the screen makes
me dizzy.

It’s as if the app has detected my tur-
moil. Its algorithm kicks in and I get a pop-
up; those who bought olive oil also bought
mayonnaise. I hate mayonnaise. But I
don’t want to be rude to all those who
bought it along with olive oil. It’s like how
you feel guilty for not meeting with an ac-
cident in an accident-prone area. A kind
of FOMO in the negative. Besides, it will
take me closer to the real biggie: A one-
year membership to the airport lounge. An
offer no one can refuse.

Enough, says the Yudhishtira part of
my mind. The cart already brimmeth ovetr.
The first order, the Greek yoghurt, will res-

New Delhi

onate with Majrooh Sultanpuri’s words:
Main akele hichalathajaanib-e-manzil/
magar log saath aate gaye aur karwan
banta gaya. Now all the stuff will come
within 10 minutes. As they say, time is
money. Or, isit? If you think about it, time
is the opposite of money. You either have
one or the other. Did I need so many things
first thing in the morning? No. Would any-
thing have happened if the stuff was de-
livered in the evening? Or the next day?
Nothing.

The bell rings. This line of thinking is
interrupted. I feel smug that the morning
ritual is done.I am good to go. Let the day
throw anything at me.

“It's a new dawn, it's a new day/ it's a
new life for me, ooh/ and I'm feeling good”

Padmanabhan is a journalist and a writer
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Early war goal was to install hardline former president as Iran’s leader: Report

Mark Mazzetti, JulianE
Barnes, Farnaz Fassihi
&RonenBergman
Washington, May 20

DAYS AFTER Israeli strikes
killed Iran’s supreme leader
and other top officials in the
opening salvos of the war, Presi-
dent Donald Trump mused
publicly that it would be best if
“someone from within” Iran
took over the country.

It turns out that the United
States and Israel went into the
conflict with a particular and
very surprising someone in
mind: Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,

the former Iranian president
known for his hard-line, anti-Is-
rael and anti-American views.

But the audacious plan, de-
veloped by the Israelis and
which Ahmadinejad had been
consulted about, quickly went
awry, according to the US offi-
cialswho were briefed onit.

Ahmadinejad wasinjured on
the war’s first day by an Israeli
strikeathishomein Tehran that
had been designed to free him
from house arrest, the US offi-
cials and an associate of Ahma-
dinejad’s said.

He survived the strike, they
said, but after the near miss he

became disillusioned with the
regime change plan.

He has not been seen pub-
licly since then and his current
whereabouts and condition are
unknown.

To say that Ahmadinejad
wasanunusual choicewould be
avastunderstatement. Whilehe
had increasingly clashed with
the regime’s leaders and had
been placed under close watch
by Iranian authorities, he was
known during his term as presi-
dent, from 2005 to 2013, for his
callsto “wipeIsrael offthe map.”
He was a strong supporter of
Iran’s nuclear program, a fierce

Iran’s former President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. riLe

critic of the United States and
known for violently cracking
down on internal dissent. How
Ahmadinejad was recruited to
take part remains unknown.

The existence of the effort,
which has not been previously
reported, was part of a multi-
stage plandeveloped by Israel to
topple Iran’s theocratic
government. It under-
scores how Trump and
Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu of Israel
went into the war not
only misjudging how quickly
they could achieve their objec-
tives but also gambling to some
degree on arisky plan forleader-
ship change in Iran that even
some of Trump’s aides found
implausible. Some US officials
were skeptical in particular

VANCE SAYS PROGRESS MADE; TEHRAN SEEKS END TO SANCTIONS, BLOCKADE, RELEASE OF FUNDS

Trump says talks with Iranin final
stages, warns of attacks if deal fails

2 Chinese tankers
exit Hormuz with
4 million barrels

Reuters
Dubai, Washington, May 20

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
said on Wednesday that negoti-
ations with Iran were in the
final stages, while warning of
further attacks unless Iran
agreestoadeal.

Six weeks since Trump
paused Operation Epic Fury for
a ceasefire, talks to end the war
have shown little progresssofar.
Trump has said this week he
came close to ordering more at-
tacks, but held off to allow more
time for negotiations.

“We're in the final stages of
Iran. We’ll see what happens.
Either have adeal orwe’re going
todosomethingsthatarealittle
bit nasty, but hopefully that
won'thappen,” hetold reporters
on Wednesday.

“We're going to give this one
shot. I'm in no hurry,” Trump
said. “Ideally I'd like to see few
peoplekilled, asopposed toalot.
We can doit either way.”

Tehran, for its part, accused
Trump of plotting to restart the
war, and threatened to retaliate
for any strikes with attacks
beyond West Asia. “If aggression
against Iran is repeated, the
promised regional war will ex-
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A member of the Revolutionary Guards’ volunteer Basij force demonstrates how to handle a
Kalashnikov-style assault rifle during a weapons training class in Tehran on Wednesday. ap

tend beyond the region this
time,” the Revolutionary Guards
said in a statement.

Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad Baqger Ghalibaf, Iran’s top
negotiator at peace talks, said in
an audio message released on
social media that “obvious and
hidden moves by the enemy”
showed the Americans were
preparing new attacks.

Pak Ministerin Tehran

Inthelatest diplomatic push,
the Interior Minister of
Pakistan wasin Tehran on Wed-
nesday. Iran submitted a new
offer to the US this week.

Tehran’s descriptions of the

Trump purges Massie,
his Republican critic

Reuters
Kentucky, May 20

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
scored another victory in his
campaign to punish disloyal Re-
publicans on Tuesday as Repre-
sentative Thomas Massie of
Kentucky lost his primary race,
underscoring the risks for law-
makers who defy Trump.

Massie, whoangered Trump
byleadinga push torelease Jus-
tice Department files tied to the
late sex offender Jeffrey Epstein
and emerged as an outspoken
critic of the war with Iran, was
defeated by Ed Gallrein, a
former Navy SEAL backed by
the president and bolstered by
heavy spending by pro-Israel
groups. With 99% of the votes
counted, Gallrein had won
54.9% of the total to Massie's
45.1%, according to CNN.

The contest - the most ex-

Thomas Massie. FiLE

pensive House of Represen-
tatives primary in history, with
$32 million in ad spending - of-
fered the latest evidence of
Trump’s hold over Republicans.

Itfollowed the ouster in a pri-
mary on Saturday of another
Trump critic, Senator Bill Cas-
sidy of Louisiana, and losses for
dissentingstatelawmakersin In-
diana primaries on May 5.

At a White House event,
Trump called Massie a “bad
guy” who deserved tolose.

proposal suggest it largely re-
peats terms previously rejected
by Trump, including demands
for control of the Strait of Hor-
muz, compensation for war
damage, lifting of sanctions, re-
lease of frozen assets and the
withdrawal of US troops from
the area. Trump has said he
called off attacks thisweek at the
last minute in response to re-
quests from several of ITran's Gulf
neighbours. On Tuesday, he said
he had been an hour away from
ordering strikes.

Saudi Arabia's Foreign Min-
ister Prince Faisal bin Farhan
welcomed what he said was a
decision by Trump to allow

Netanyahu rebukes
minister over videos
taunting detained
activistsonflotilla

Jerusalem: Israel’s national se-
curity minister drew a sharp re-
buke from Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and triggered
a backlash abroad Wednesday,
after releasing videos taunting
detained flotilla activists who
tried to breach Israel's blockade
of Gaza, tellingthem they should
be imprisoned for along time.
Netanyahu said that al-
though Israel has everyrightto
stop “provocative flotillas of
Hamas terrorist supporters,”
the way National Security Min-
ister Itamar Ben-Gvir dealt with
the activists was “not in line
with Israel's values and norms.”
Ben-Gvir released videos
showing him walking among
some of the 430 detainees“Wel-
come to Israel, we are the land-
lords,” says Ben-Gvir, waving
an Israeli flag. REUTERS

more time for diplomacy.

54 ships transited last
week, says Lloyd’s List
Two giant Chinese tankers
laden with a total of around 4
million barrels of oil exited the
strait on Wednesday. Iran had
announced last week, while
Trump was in Beijing for a sum-
mit, that it had reached agree-
ment to ease rules for Chinese
ships. South Korea's foreign
minister said on Wednesday a
Korean tanker was crossing the
strait in cooperation with Iran.
Shipping monitor Lloyd’s
List said at least 54 ships had
transited the strait last week,

around double the number from
the week before. Iran said 26
ships had crossed in the past 24
hours, still only a fraction of the
140 or so each day that typically
crossed before the war.

Pressuretoendwar

Trump is under pressure to
end thewar, with soaringenergy
prices hurting his Republican
Party ahead of Congressional
electionsin November. Sincethe
ceasefire, his public comments
have veered from threats to re-
start bombing to declarations
that a peace deal was at hand,
sometimes in the same breath.

The fluctuating US stances
have sent oil prices bouncing
from hour to hour and day to
day, though on a clear upward
trend week by week.

“Investors are keen to gauge
whether Washington and
Tehran can actually find com-
mon ground and reach a peace
agreement, with the US stance
shifting daily,” said Toshitaka
Tazawa, an analyst at Fujitomi
Securities.

The US-Israeli bombing
killed thousands of people in
Iran before it was suspended in
a ceasefire in early April. Israel
has also killed thousands more
and driven hundreds of thou-
sands from theirhomesin Leba-
non, whichitinvaded in pursuit
of the Iran-backed Hezbollah
militia. Iranian strikes on Israel
and neighbouring Gulf states
have killed dozens of people.

US charges ex-leader of
Cuba Raul with murder

Reuters
Washington, May 20

FORMER CUBAN President
Raul Castro has been indicted
in the United States on murder
charges, court records showed
on Wednesday, in amajor esca-
lation in Washington’s pressure
campaign against the island’s
communist government.
Cuba’s foreign ministry did
not immediately respond to a
request for comment. Castro,
94, last appeared in publicin
Cuba earlier this month, and
thereisnoevidencethat he has
since left the island or that the
government would allow him
to be extradited.
Theindictmentagainst Raul
Castro, filed in federal court in
Miami, charges him with one
countofconspiracytokillUSna-
tionals, four counts of murder,
and two counts of destruction of

Raul Castro. FiL

aircraft, court records show. Five
other people are also named as
defendantsin the case.

It comes as US President
Donald Trump has pushed for
aregime change in Cuba.

A US Justice Department
official told Reuters last week
that the expected charges
against Raul Castro were based
on a 1996 incident in which
Cuban jets shot down planes
operated by a group of Cuban
exiles.
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about the viability of putting
Ahmadinejad back into power.
“From the outset, President
Trump was clear about hisgoals
for Operation Epic Fury:
destroy Iran’s ballistic
missiles, dismantle their
production facilities,
sink their navy, and
weaken their proxy,”
Anna Kelly, a White House spo-
kesperson, said in response to a
request for comment about the
regime change plan and Ahma-
dinejad. “The United States mili-
tary metorexceeded all of its ob-
jectives, and now, our
negotiators are workingtomake

adeal that would end Iran’s nu-
clear capabilities for good.”

A spokesperson for Mossad,
the Israeli foreign intelligence
agency, declined to comment.

US officials spoke during the
early days of the war about plans
developed with Israel toidentify
a pragmatist who could take
over the country. Officials in-
sisted that there wasintelligence
that some within the Iranian re-
gime would be willing to work
with the United States, even if
those people couldn’t be de-
scribed as “moderates.”

Trump wasenjoyingthe suc-
cess of the raid by US forces to

capture Venezuela’s leader,
Nicolas Maduro, and the willing-
ness of his interim replacement
toworkwith the White House —
amodel that Trump appeared to
think could be replicated.

In recent years, Ahmadine-
jad has clashed with regime
leaders, accusing them of cor-
ruption, and rumors have
swirled about his loyalties.

That US and Israeli officials
saw Ahmadinejad asa potential
leader of a new government in
Iran is further evidence the war
in February was launched with
the hopes of installing more pli-
ableleadershipin Tehran. NYT

X1, Putin unite to criticise US,
but fail to clinch big gas pact

Jointly condemn
Trump’s Golden
Dome shield plan

Reuters
Beijing, May 20

CHINA AND Russia con-
demned US President Donald
Trump’s Golden Dome missile
defence shield plans and
Washington’s “irresponsible”
nuclear policy at a summit on
Wednesday, a week after Presi-
dent Xi Jinping hosted Trump
in Beijing.

A joint statement issued
after Xi’s summit with Russian
President Vladimir Putin
served to underline that, while
the Chinese leader seeks stable
and constructive relations with
Trump, he differs fundamen-
tally with him on key issues
where China’s position is
closely aligned with Russia’s.

The statement said Trump’s
plan for a ground- and space-
based missile interceptor sys-
tem threatened global strategic
stability and criticised Wash-
ington for allowing a treaty re-
stricting the US and Russian
nuclear arsenals to expire.

The treaty lapsed in Febru-
ary and Trump did not respond
to Moscow’s proposal to extend
its missile and warhead limits
by ayear, somethingthat some
US politicians argued would
have hindered the US from re-
sponding to a nuclear build up
by China.

Yet while speaking in uni-

2 Japanese citizens
injured in Shanghai
eatery knife attack,
Beijing downplays

Beijing: A knife attack at a res-
taurant in Shanghai on Tues-
day injured three people, in-
cluding two Japanese citizens
and a Chinese national, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry said,
calling it an isolated case.

The suspect described as a
person with a mental disorder
was detained and victims were
taken toahospital for treatment,
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Guo Jiakun said Wednesday.

The two Japanese are men,
including a senior employee of
a Japanese company with an
office inthe building where the
attack occurred, while the Chi-
nese citizen is a woman, and
the Japanese consulate in the
city said the injuries of both
men are not life-threatening,
Japan’s Kyodo News Agency re-
ported. AP

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping
visit an exhibition by the TASS and Xinhua news agencies at the
Great Hall of the People, in Beijing on Wednesday. A

son on global security issues,
thetwoleadersfailedtoreacha
breakthrough that Moscow has
long been seeking - a contract
for a new pipeline that would
enable it to more than double
the amount of natural gas it
sellsto China. Xiwaswrapping
up aremarkable week of diplo-
macy in which he met the
leaders of China’s most power-
ful strategic rival and one of its
closest partners.

With Trump seeking an exit
fromawarwithIran and Putin’s
forces largely bogged down in
Ukraine, the summits provided
China’sleader with a chance to
showcase Beijing as a pillar of
global stability and an indis-
pensable diplomatic player.

“Xi does appear to hold the
stronger position relative to
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both Putin and Trump.

Both leaders are grappling
with conflicts of their own mak-
ing that have proven far more
difficult toresolve than initially
anticipated,” said Patricia Kim,
a foreign policy fellow at the
Washington-based Brookings
Institution.

“Xi, meanwhile, has been
able to focus more squarely on
strengthening China internally
while projecting an image of a
stable and confident great
power on the global stage.”

While the summit with
Trump was largely about ma-
nagingtensions, the encounter
with Putin posed a different
challenge - how to demonstrate
progress in a relationship that
the two sides have already pro-
claimed is “without limits”.

UNITED STATES

James Murdoch tobuy New York
Magazine, other Vox divisions

JAMES MURDOCH is acquiring
three major divisions of Vox Media,
including the firm’s New York
Magazine and podcast network that
together reach tens of millions of
people. The dealisbeing executed
through Murdoch’sinvestment
firm, Lupa Systems, giving him
control of one of the most recogni-

zable magazine brandsand a

James Murdoch. FiLe
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sizable podcast business. REUTERS

‘Risk of global Ebola spread low’

THE WORLD Health Organisation said on Wednesday the
risk of spread of the Ebola virusin Congo and Ugandais high
at national and regional levels, but low at the global level.The
riskassessment came astheleader of the WHO teamin
Congo said the outbreak, which hasled to over 130 suspected
deaths, could last atleast another two months as aid efforts
intensified to stemthe spread. On Tuesday, it expressed
concernover the “scale and speed” of the outbreak. AP

o ANDREI ZVYAGUINTSEV’S FILM LACERATES, BUT GENTLY AND PERSUASIVELY, AND IS EASILY ONE OF THE BEST IN THE COMPETITION THIS YEAR

Minotauris adouble-barreled portrait of amarriage and a country — on the brink

EXPRESS AT
CANNES

SHUBHRA GUPTA

THERE ARE only a handful of
filmmakers who consistently hit
their mark when they inter-
twine broad-scale events with
intimacy. One of themis Andrei
Zvyaguintsev, who hasbeenliv-
ing in Paris after a near-death
experience with Covid,and who
is back in Cannes competition
with yet another terrific film.
Youmay callit an exile. The

Russian filmmaker himselfhas
gone onrecord about notbeing
abletolive, in all conscience, in
his own country after the in-
vasion of Ukraine.

Minotaur, shot in Latvia
(notRussiawhere all his earlier
films have been shot), is a
double-barreled portrait, of a
marriage and acountry —onthe
brink. It is 2022. The war in
Ukraine has already stretched
for sixmonths, and the Russian
authorities are busy drafting
citizens to volunteer for service
at the border.

Theairis full of uncertainty;
the only thing that’s certain is
that bigbusiness and fat-cat oli-
garchs will have to make signifi-

cant sacrifices, both in terms of
money and manpower.
Prosperous business owner
Galeb (Dmitriy Mazurov), who
lives with his wife Galina (Iris
Lebideva) in a stunning
country villa, all glass and taste-
ful wood, finds himself cor-
nered fromall ends. He doesn’t
want to betray his workers, but
at the same time he can’t go
against official diktat: he wants
to keep his wife happy, but like
many marriages, the two don’t
quite fit with each other the
way they used to.
Galeb’sdiscovery of Galina’s
two-timing - she’s having an af-
fairwith a photographer — cata-
pults the former into a place of

A still from Minotaur. FESTIVAL DE CANNES

no return. That the smooth
Galeb has a rough side to him,
is revealed early on when he

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

gives his youngson tips on how
to deal with bullies - take the
bull by the horns, so to speak.

That Galeb is quite the bull
himself, in a clear nod to the
title, is foreshadowed in that
little exchange, and from then
on, we wait, on edge, for him to
unleash the beast within.

The film may be based on
Claude Chabrol’s 1969 The Un-
faithful Wife, but it gets its con-
temporary edge with the inclu-
sion of references to the unrest
on the borders, and everyone,
especially those who have to
obey orders, is clueless about
what happens next.

One of the most affecting
parts of the film has nothing to
dowith the tawdry affair and its
even tawdrier outcome.

It is when the new recruits

New Delhi

are being packed off in buses,
not knowing when they will be
back again, with their stricken
families standing by helplessly,
thatyou feel the weight of a war
that is, as always, declared by
the powerful and fought by the
powerless.

A chunk of time is spent in
establishing the rage of the
cuckold —-itisn’tasifhe hasany
clarity of what he will do when
he confronts the lover, who
brings the wife alive in a way
that the husband has forgotten
- and by the time he realises
what he’s done, it’s done.

What’s striking is the way —
no panic, no wringing hands -
he gets down to business, and

he goes at it in a systematic,
cold-blooded manner that tells
you exactly what kind of man
heis. Or, perhaps a psychopath
hidingin plain sight.

It is brilliantly acted, with
thedirector’s trademark scalpel
carving cleanly out what he
wants to show us, nothing
overt, but nothing hidden
either: A portrait of Putin hang-
ingin the mayor’s office, a pos-
ter saying “Stop This”, an un-
happy woman not being gaslit
until sheis.

Minotaur lacerates, but
gently and persuasively, and is
easily one of the best of the
Cannes competition films this
year.
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DESPITE BEING MOST POPULOUS STATE, UP’s GOLD LOAN OUTSTANDING WAS JUST RS 42,300 CR

Five southern states account for
dloans

75% of outstanding gol

Gold loans have emerged as the
fastest-growing segmentin the
lending market, surging 50.4% on-year

George Mathew
Mumbai, May 20

FIVE SOUTHERN states ac-
count for nearly 75% of the
country’s total gold loan out-
standing, underscoring the re-
gion’sdominantroleinamarket
that has witnessed explosive
growth over the past two years,
says areport.

Out of the total Rs 18.6 lakh
crore gold loan outstanding (in-
cludingbanks and non-banking
finance companies), five south-
ern states — Tamil Nadu,
AndhraPradesh, Karnataka, Te-
langana and Kerala — account
for Rs 13.94 lakh crore as of
March 2026, according to data
prepared by CRIF High Mark, a
creditinformation company.

Tamil Nadu leads with Rs
5.96 lakh crore outstanding,
Andhra Pradesh follows with
Rs 3.08 lakh crore, Karnataka
with Rs 1.81 1akh crore, Telan-
gana at Rs 1.60 lakh crore and
Kerala Rs 1.45 lakh crore as of
March 2026, it said.

Driven by rising gold prices,
increasing credit demand, and
the growing preference for se-
cured borrowing, the gold loan
segment has expanded rapidly,
with southern India continuing
to be the industry’s stronghold
due to its deep cultural affinity
with gold ownership and an ex-
tensive network oflenders oper-
atingin the region.

Incidentally, despite being
India’s most populous state,
Uttar Pradesh accounts for gold

loan outstanding of only Rs
42,300 crore. Other large states
alsoreport relatively modest fig-
ures. West Bengal stands at Rs
35,000 crore, Rajasthan at Rs
41,700 crore and Gujarat at Rs
57,100 crore. These numbers
highlight the uneven regional
penetration of the gold loan
market, with several economi-
cally significant and densely
populated states still lagging be-
hind southern India in the
adoption of gold-backed bor-
rowing.

Growth in March 2026 was
led by southern states — Karna-
taka (10.5%), Telangana (12.8%),
followed by UP (11.2%).

“All top 10 states recorded
improvement. However, AP
and Kerala remained above the
pan-India average, especially
given AP’s higher growth rate of
94% — on par with the national
average,” CRIF High Mark said.

Gold loans sustained robust
portfolio expansion, rising
50.4% year-on-year and 15%
quarter-on-quarter, supported
by higher collateral values and
partly driven by the reclassifica-
tion of agri-gold loans intoretail,
CRIF High Marksaid. The sharp
risein gold prices also prompted
peopletogoforgoldloans, help-
ingthem to get more finance to
meet various expenses.

“It has now emerged as the
second-largest product in retail
lending after home loans,
underscoring its growing rel-
evance in customer credit port-
folios. We are also witnessing a

Banks may get to curb
usec of phones bought
on loan in case of default

Reuters
Mumbai, May 20

India’s central bank on Wed-
nesday proposed allowing
lenders to remotely restrict
or disable functions of amobile
phone or tablet bought
on credit in cases of default
in loans used to finance the
device.

India is one of the largest
mobile phone markets in the
world with more than 1.16 bil-
lion mobile connections, ac-
cording to the telecom regula-
tor, reflecting deep market
penetration.

Over one-third of consumer
electronics, including phones,
are purchased on small-ticket
loans in India, a 2024 study by
Home Credit Finance showed.

According to the proposed
rules, restrictions on functions
of the devices can be imposed
only after aloan becomes over-
due for 90 days, following a
staged notice process.

Borrowers must first re-
ceive a notice after 60 days past
due, with 21 days to repay, fol-
lowed by a second notice

allowing at least another week,
RBI said.

Lenders can impose these
restrictions only if they have
sought consent from cus-
tomers in loan contracts.

Reuters was the first to re-
port last year Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) plans to allow
lenderstolock smartphones as
atooltorecoverloans, and that
the move may raise consumer
rights and privacy concerns.

Essential services such as
internet access, incoming calls,
emergency SOS features and
government alerts cannot be
blocked, the central bank said.

Restrictions must be re-
versed within one hour of re-
payment, failing which cus-
tomers would be liable to an
hourly 250 rupees ($2.58) com-
pensation, the central bank
said. Lenders will be prohibited
from accessing personal data
onlocked phones, RBI said.

The latest proposal follows
industry feedback on a Febru-
ary draft tightening rules for
loan recovery agents and will
be open for public comments
until May 31.

¢ INDIA'SGOLD
LOANMARKET

Tamil Nadu %5,96,700cr
' Andhra Pradesh | ¥3,08,900 cr
 Karnataka 1%1,81,800 cr
' Telangana 1 %1,60,800 cr
'Kerala 1 %1,45,800 cr
'Maharashtra | 1,11,200 cr
' Gujarat 357,100 cr
'uP 742,300 cr
' Rajasthan | Z41,700 cr
| West Bengal %35,000cr
' Top10 1716,81,000 cr
'RestofIndia | 1,81,800cr
| Total 1718,62,800 cr

As of March 2026, Source: CRIF High Mark

shift toward higher ticket sizes,
and more income-generating
end uses, reflecting evolving
borrower needs and increased
comfort with loans against
gold,” said Mohit Jain, Group
Head - (CoLending, Gold, Micro
Loans, Distribution, Financial
Inclusion), Axis Bank.

The report said PSU banks
continue to dominate origina-
tions by value, though their
position has softened over time.
Their share declined from 51.1%
in Q4FY24 t0 44.6% in Q4FY26,
even as they remain the largest
category.

Non-banking finance com-
panies have emerged as the
clear growth driver, with orig-
inations value rising sharply
from 20.7% in Q4 FY24 to 31.6%
in Q4 FY26.

Involumes, NBFCslead with
49% share in originations vol-
ume as of Q4 FY26, underscor-
ing NBFC-led market expansion
driven by faster growth and

RBI plans $5 bn
dollar-rupee
swap auction

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Wednesday an-
nounced a $5 billion dollar-
rupee buy/sell swap auction for
a tenor of three years to infuse
durable liquidity into the bank-
ing system amid tightening
liquidity conditions and con-
tinued pressure on the rupee,
which has slipped below the
96-mark against the US dollar.

The auction, scheduled for
May 26, comes at a time when
the Indian currency has wit-
nessed significant depreciation
againstthe American currency
due to persistent global uncer-
tainties, rising geopolitical ten-
sions and sustained demand
for the dollar in international
markets.

“On areview of current and
evolving liquidity conditions, it
has been decided to conduct a
USD/INR Buy/Sell swap auc-
tion of $5 billion for a tenor of
three years,” the RBI said in a
circular. Under the swap ar-
rangement, banks will sell US
dollars to the RBI and simulta-
neously agree to buy back the
same amount of dollars at the
end of the three-year. ENS
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Southern India continues to be the industry’s stronghold due to its
deep cultural affinity with gold ownership. ReuTERs

wider distribution reach. PSUs
dominate higher ticket size
loans while NBFCs are growing
stronger in lower ticket size
loans (asindicated in theirvalue
vs volume shifts), according to
the report.

Gold loans emerged as the
fastest-growing segment in the
lending market, with portfolio
outstandingsurging 50.4% year-
on-year, reflecting strong con-
sumer demand and increased
reliance on secured borrowing,
Personal loans also recorded
healthy growth 0f12.9% onyear,
underscoring sustained de-
mand for unsecured retail credit
despite tighter lending norms,
the report said.

The gold loan segment also
demonstrated improving asset
quality, reinforcing its role as a
key engine of retail credit
growth in FY26.

“Early-stage delinquency
declined across all ticket sizes
between March 2025 and March

L

Deepén

ihg India-US ties

2026, with larger loans improv-
ingthe most —the Rs2.51akh-5
lakh bucket fell from 1.42% to
0.76% and Rs 5lakh plus bucket
from 1.43% to 0.73%, reflecting
stronger collateral coverage in
higher-ticket segments,” CRIF
High Mark said. Among other
retail credit categories, con-
sumer durable loans expanded
by 20.8%, driven by rising pur-
chases of electronics and house-
hold appliances.

Vehicle financing, including
auto and two-wheeler loans,
continued to witness steady
momentum, registering growth
between 13.9% and 15.1% year-
on-year amid improving con-
sumer sentiment and mobility
needs.

Meanwhile, home loans
maintained stable and consist-
ent growth at 9.4%, supported
by sustained housing demand
and relatively resilient property
market activity, according to
CRIF High Mark.

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman met US Ambassador to
India Sergio Gor in New Delhi, on Wednesday. They discussed India-
US economic and financial partnership, fintech collaboration and

bilateral cooperation. x/@FINMININDIA

UN cuts India’s 2026 GDP forecast

United Nations: The United Na-
tions hasrevised downward In-
dia’seconomic growth forecast
for2026 to 6.4% from its earlier
projection of 6.6%, citing global
uncertainties and economic
shocks arising from the on-
going West Asia crisis. As per
the report released by the UN
Department of Economic and

Social Affairs (UN DESA) on
Tuesday, India, however, re-
mains one of the fastest-grow-
ing major economies.

West Asia crisis has de-
livered yet another shock tothe
global economy, slowing
growth, reigniting inflationary
pressures and heightening un-
certainty, it said. PTI

War is top political violence
risk for firms: Allianz report

George Mathew
Mumbai, May 20

WAR HAS become the political
violence risk that businesses
fear the most, overtaking civil
unrest, as conflicts in Europe
and West Asia disrupt global
trade and increase risks for
companies’ operations and as-
sets, according to annual Al-
lianz Risk Barometer 2026.

In the “gray zone” between
peace and open warfare, threat
actors are leveraging technol-
ogy, criminal networks and dis-
information to attack critical
infrastructure, high-profile
companies and individuals,
blurring thelines between state
and non-state actors while
undermining detection efforts,
Munich-based Allianz said in
its ‘Political violence and civil
unrest trends 2026’ report.

“Deteriorating social cohe-
sion is contributing to rising
civil unrest worldwide, with
proteststriggered by economic,
political, and social concerns,”
it said.

While hardship is a major
driver, analysis by Allianz
shows unrestis not confined to
fragile states, with resilient
economies like France and Ger-
many experiencingsome of the
most frequent protests, it said.

e WHAT REPORT SAYS

ONGOING CONFLICTS, such
as the US-Iran conflict, warin
Ukraine and other tensionsin the
West Asia, have heightened glo-
bal security concerns, disrupted
trade routes, and strained
international alliances

THE REPERCUSSIONS of the
US-Iran conflict on the political
violence and terrorismrisk
landscape are significant

HEIGHTENED RISK of strikes,
riots, and civil unrestis to be
expected, particularly in
countries heavily reliant on West
Asian oiland gas
T —

Although terrorism fell
overall in 2025, it surged in the
West, driven by polarisation,
antisemitism, Islamophobia
and far-right activities.

“The war in Iran has inten-
sified the terror risk, while ex-
tremist groups in sub-Saharan
Africa continue to exploit se-
curity vacuums. Meanwhile, al-
gorithmic amplification on
digital platforms accelerates
youth radicalisation,” Allianz
report said.

“The world is experiencing

one of the most volatile geo-
political periods in our history
since the end of World War
Two. These are unsettling
times. Even before the current
conflict in the West Asia, the
risks posed by political violence
and civilunrest had been inten-
sifying, evolving into global
challenges that impact com-
panies, communities, and the
wider economy,” said Thomas
Lillelund, CEO, Allianz Com-
mercial.

As we navigate this era of
heightened uncertainty, under-
standing the implications of
these risks and mitigating them
inour interconnected business
ecosystems has never been
more critical, Lillelund said.

Ongoing conflicts, such as
the US-Iran conflict, war in
Ukraine and other tensions in
the West Asia, have heightened
global security concerns, dis-
rupted trade routes, and
strained international al-
liances, the report said.

The rise in unilateral ac-
tions, such as the removal of
Venezuela’s President Nicolds
Maduro, could embolden ad-
versarial states, undermining
geopolitical and economic sta-
bility through 2026 and
beyond, it said. FULLREPORTON
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Apr core sector growth rises to 1.7%

New Delhi: Production growth
in eight core infrastructure sec-
tors rose to a two-month high
of 1.7% in April, driven by
higher output of steel, cement
and electricity, according to
government data released on
Wednesday.

These eight sectors ex-
panded by 1% in the same
month last year. The pace of ex-
pansion was 1.2% in March.
Coal, crude oil, natural gas, re-
finery products, and fertiliser

output recorded negative
growth during the month
under review. Steel, cement
and electricity production rose
by 6.2%, 94% and 4.1%, respect-
ively, in April.

Megha Arora, Director -
Economics, India Ratings & Re-
search, said April’s improved
core sector performance is ex-
pected to increase the up-
coming industrial production
growth to around 5%.

Core sectors account for

40.27% of the Index of Indus-
trial Production (ITP). “Ind-Ra
eXpects core sector recovery to
continue with a growth forecast
of around 3% in May 2026 due
to a low base and likely im-
proved fertilizer production,”
Arorasaid.Rahul Agrawal, Sen-
ior Economist, ICRA Ltd, said
that five sectors registered a
contraction, suggesting that
economic activity in some sec-
tors was impacted by the West
Asia crisis. PTI

Central bank’s daily $1 billion FX defence
struggles to turn rupee tide, bankers say

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank of
India’s daily currency market
intervention — estimated at
about $1 billion — per four
bankers, is slowing but not halt-
ing the rupee’s slide, with the
currency hitting a string of rec-
ord lows under pressure from
high oil prices and surging US
Treasury yields.

The RBI has been selling
dollars every day via state-run
banks in the past one-and-a-
half weeks to stem pressure on
the rupee, the bankers said.

India imports around 90%
of its crude oil requirements,
making higher for longer oil
prices a key challenge, along-
side subdued capital inflows
and muted exporter dollar
sales. The absence of a resol-
ution to the US-Israeli war with
Iranisleaving the rupee vulner-
able to further depreciation
againstthedollar, even after its
near 8% fall so far this year
made it Asia’s worst performing
currency.

Bankers estimate the RBI’s
daily dollar sales in the spot
market to be between $800 mil-
lion to $2 billion in recent days,

based on USD/INR volumes,
broker inputs on state-run
bank activity and order flow
patterns. Central bank inter-
vention has moderated the
pace of losses, rather than re-
versethem, with the rupeeona
nine-day slide, nearing the 97
per dollar mark for the first
time. The RBI did not immedi-
ately respond to an email seek-
ing comment. One banker,
whose estimate is at the higher
side of around $2 billion, said
the intervention is “in-and-
out”, rather than continuous
through the session. REUTERS

* MARKETS

Rupee hits new
low, nears 97/%

Mumbai: The Indian rupee fell
to a record low on Wednesday
as stalled US-Iran peace talks
kept oil prices elevated, driving
global bond yields higher and
hurting equities amid fears of
further central bank rate hikes.
The rupee slid to 96.96 per dol-
lar, breaching its previous rec-
ord low of 96.6150. REUTERS
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e OF THE 508-KM PROJECT, OVER 90% OF THE LINE WILL RUN ON VIADUCTS

India’s high-speed rail dreams taking shape in this nondescript Adivasi village

DheerajMishra
Palghar, May 20

Nearly 118-km from Mumbai,
the innocuous silence of Sak-
harevillage in Palghar is broken
by the periodic thumping of
massive machinery.

Thelong, white coloured vi-
aduct runningover it standsin
sharp contrast. The houses of
Adivasis may be old and kut-
cha, yet the village is now the
launchpad for one of India’s
biggest infrastructure projects
— the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High Speed Rail corridor, the
country’s first bullet train pro-
ject. Spread across S0 acres in
this village, it is one of the nine
casting yards in Maharashtra
setup alongthe high-speed rail
corridor to manufacture the
girders that will form the pro-
ject’s viaducts.

Itisalsothesite where some
of the most technically ad-

vanced machines operate
round the clock. They are ca-
pable of lifting unimaginable
weight and are so massive in
size that they are visible from
every corner of the Sakhare,
with the Sahyadri mountains
overlooking it.

The blue straddle carrier,
visible at a far distance, looks
like a machine straight out of
the Transformer series. Weigh-
ing 380 tonnes and supported
by four massive legs mounted
on 80 large tyres, it moves
slowly across the casting yard
while lifting a 1000-tonne and
40 meters large girder of the
bullet train project.

In the long shot, the sus-
pended girder from its wires
appears weightless, like a bird
flying with its wings spread.

A girder is the precast seg-
ment that is placed between
two pillars to form the viaduct
at elevated level on which the

Sakhare village is one of the nine casting yards in Maharashtra, set
up along the rail corridor to make girders. SANKHADEEP BANERJEE

bullet train will run, like most
of the metro projects. Of the
508-km high speed rail project,
465-km (92%) is the viaduct,
making almost the entire pro-
ject elevated.

The workin Gujarat section
(348 km) is almost complete
and the work in Mumbai sec-

tion (156-km) — which was de-
layed duetoland acquisition —
has now gathered pace.

Ajay Mane, in-charge of the
casting yard operated by L&T,
said daily at least one girder is
launched, meaning that they
are lifted and placed on the vi-
aduct pillars.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

“This casting yard will
manufacture the girder for 22
kilometers of the total project.
It will launch a total of 527
girders for this area. We have
been able to launch 58 girders
so far,” said Mane.

A senior official of the Na-
tional High Speed Rail Corpor-
ation Ltd (NHSRCL) said that
for the entire project, around
11,500 girders are needed to
make the 465-km viaduct out of
which, around 8,500 girders
have been launched.

“We are launching (girders)
7-8 times faster than the Japa-
nese. Thelight here does not go
off anytime, the work goes on
round the clock,” said the L&T
official, as the work is being ex-
pedited for the Mumbai sec-
tion. The first section of the pro-
ject, from Surat to Bilimora in
Gujarat, is slated for comple-
tion by August 15, 2027.

The entire 508-km project is

expected to be ready by De-
cember 2029. While progress
for the Gujarat section was al-
most 68%, the progress for the
Maharashtra section was only
41% till March 2026.

A smaller straddle carrier
moves with the 44 tonnes iron
cagetobeginthe girder casting
process, which will go on for the
next 14 days.

“The casting of a girder for
thebullet train is very complex
and technical. Even though it
weighs almost a1,000-tonne, it
is relatively less heavy for its
size. This is where design
comes into play. It gives the
girder such a shape — a rec-
tangular openingin the middle
—thatitisnotthat heavy, toen-
sure that piers don’t have to
bear so much weight that there
is a danger of it collapsing. At
the sametime, the design gives
it so much strength — 50 MPa
(Megapascal) — that it can

New Delhi

easily hold the movement of a
bullet train over it. If you look at
it from below, a girder on the
pierlookslike a bird flying with
open wings,” said Satish Chau-
rasia, a Chief project manager
of NHSRCL at the site, as the
iron cageis placed in the mould
to begin the pouring of con-
crete. The ready-mix concrete
(RMC) truck, with boom placer
mounted over, islined up from
the batching plant ata corner of
the casting yard.

Itis not one or two trucks, it
will require 65 trucks of con-
crete mixture — equivalent to
400-cubic meter concrete —
for casting just one girder. For
comparison, the roof of an or-
dinary house typically requires
just two to three RMC truck-
loads. “It will take another 8-10
hours to pour the concrete in
the iron cage placed in the
mould. After that, we will pour
water over it for the curing, like

we do in the new houses. This
is done so that the girder
achieves strength.

There is another unique as-
pect of these girders. While con-
crete is what is visible, it is the
high-tensile wires placed
within, stretched almost to
their maximum and then
locked at both ends, that hold
the entire structure together
and prevent it from crumbling.
In a way, the entire bullet train
runs on these wires,” explains
Chaurasia.

Nearly 1,000 employees
work at the site, carrying out a
series of coordinated activities
around the clock.

Engineers say such meticu-
lous and complex engineering
was last witnessed during the
construction of the Mumbai
Trans Harbour Link and the
Narmada Cable-Stayed Bridge.
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& Hyg=E |'| GiT= ]q’,‘;lﬂ RS | q""r i ﬂq:"ﬂ 2 www.ireps.gov.in whatsoever. THREE YEAR LI..B. ADMISSION NUTIFICATIUN
DSNLU invites application(s) for DSNLU Entrance Test (DET) for admission into

Please join us on -'F ""‘?‘ /S NWRail WaYS

Three Year LL.B. Course for the Academic Year 2026-2027. Interested candidates
can apply through ONLINE MODE only by paying the application fee (Rs.2,500/- for
0C, Rs.2,200/- for BC/0BC and Rs.1,800/- for SC & ST candidates) through Registrar,
DSNLU Account on or before 21.06.2026. The detailed information regarding DSNLU
Entrance Test (DET) is available on the website www.dsnlu.ac.in.

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
P.W.D. (B&R) AMBIKPUR CIRCLE AMBIKAPUR

Invitation Date: 18.05.2026

- | LR [F MAME (OF WORE. NOTICE TENDER DPENING DATE | AMOUNT | EMD WESSITE OF THE | MODAL OFFICER/CONTACT Date: 19.05.2026 REGISTRAR I/c.
e BOUED COEPALTH CLOEIRG: IATE ]]m BOARD COR®,(AUTH DETALLS/EMAIL E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
1 | [ — | 01. For tender detail please visit http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in I n I 'n' " HAI LWAS
| ‘m:.ml."ﬂ!:ﬂ I, ﬂmr'f.?ﬁui"ﬁ&:??ﬁﬁ :ﬁi;ﬁ P STLBELACS | eepecfileeden e e :l]! ;H"m " 02. Concern Division - S.No. 1 to 7 Ambikapur & S.No. 8 Surajpur Division PUELI': NﬂTIFICATIDN
| | N BB | | i 03. S.No. 1- ‘C’ Class And Above Contractor, S.No. 2 to 8 - ‘D’ Class And Above Contractor MNotice is hereby given to all users of Railway lines and premises
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www haryanaap(ocurgment.gov.in or www.etonders hry.0icin . 4sssamm 04. Bid Submission Due Date - 10.06.2026 situated on the completed section of the under noted section of the
S TNLT Name of PAC Northem Railway that the 25 kV, 50 Hz, AC overhead traction wires
. . S - N (e Iy will be energized on or after the date specified against the section on
2 "} MIF q ] | No.| No. k lack ; ;
& {‘”} ERIN “_l'-\" I (.J.I '_”i;u'lh_“r-q"_?"ll_] o I 10 20 W(;r - Zc S and from the same date the overhead traction line shall be treated as
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry & Co-operative Department Bl . _ _ I live at all time and no unauthorized person shall approach or work in
(Co-( ]F erative Division) RN L | 25 Whlt.e Washing for Govt. Res1der.1t1'a% and Non Res@en‘ual B1.111d1ng under 131.66 the: proximity of the said overhead line.
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR, CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES JHARKHAND, RANCHI Public Works Department Sub Division No. 1 Ambikapur (First Call) Eer_:tinn TKW (Date
INTEGRATED CO-OPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT {'-C-D-F-] CELL, RANCHI White Washing for Govt. Residential and Non Residential Building under Y S - - { ".
Very Short e-Tender Notice 2 | 26 |Public Works Department Sub Division No. 1 Ambikapur Block Lakhanpur | 27.60 Energization ":"f 25 HI"-"r AC S‘“QJE F'hEIEE‘ DHE
. and Udaipur (First Call) for electrification work in connection with
Tender Notice No:- ICDP/RANCHI/09/2026-27 DATE:- 20.05.2026 i e L i T
&L | Name of work Estimated | Cost Of | Earnest | Time Of 3 7 Ordinary Repair for Govt. Residential and Non Residential Building under 15.00 exignsion or L.ommon Loop ling no.. A { rom
No. Mo Of Unit Value of Work | BoQ Money | Completion Public Works Department Sub Division No. 1 Ambikapur (First Call) ' CH:178/174.00 to 178/224.13), Loop Line no . 4
{in Rs) {inRs) | (in Rs) Of Work . . S P e {from CH.;178/324.00 to 178/376.16), Common| 0.415
D1 [Construction of Machine Shed, Drying Platform and| 1148000.00 | 2500.00 | 23000.00 06 4 | og |Ordinary Repair for Govt. Residential and Non Residential Building under | 5 Loop I 5 (from CH.178/200.00 t |31 .05.2026
_ oop lines no. 5 (from 00 to 05,
Demionstration/Display Unit Shocasing Lac Months Public Works Department Sub Division Sitapur (First Call) 281272 061 O . MB ; c
culti'nlatiﬂr‘_l & ‘u'ElIer__' .ﬁ.dditipﬂ F'r{rl:ES_S Linit at 5 29 WMM Patch Repair with emulsion on Various Roads under Publiic Works 14.99 1?.5::1 ;gﬂﬂl}t r??ég:ﬂllgg Illll'-:: End:lcl;frggl i,
Cooparative Training |nstitute Fudi, Khunt Department Sub Division No. 2 Ambikapur (First Call) ' : . ' :I _ oD nes
02. | Date Of Publication of on Website 26,05.2026 AT 11:.00 AM | e , = Wl 25K\ 230V x 25 KVA Auxiliary Transformers
03, Last Date & Time of Submission of bids 04.06.2026 AT 05-00 PM 6 | 30 |WMM Patch Repair with emulsion on Various Roads under Publiic Works | 5 (location no. AT/ T & AT/2T), including turn outs
04. Mame & Address of Office Inviting Tender State Monitoring Officer, ICDP Cell, Department Sub Division Sitapur (First Call) % cross overs at Shahbad Markanda Station®
Ranchi,P: fan-S5ahkarita Bhawan Singh i i wi ; ; . L : A - e
dnchi, d!i:Jg:aﬂgnH:tla HF’EL:IEhi %‘-’i':guénﬁ 1 viore, 7 31 \S/Ml\;[t PatcthSle[;?r .w.1th ;mullslzn (l))l.ll(Varloqu. R;);(ljdsuunder Publiic Works 15.00 modification in existing lines of Delhi Division,
05, Contact No of Procurement Officer 7979760612, 7250895727 epartment Sub Division No. 1 Ambikapur (First Call) MNorthern Railway"
06. Bid document with detalls terms and conditions will be available online on e-tendering portal, hitp:// g | 3y [|Construction of 06 Number G Type Qtr. (1 Block) For Polytechnic College | -, 5
Iharkhandtenders govin from 26.05.2026 at 11:00 AM to 04.06.2026 up to 05:00 PM. Bids must be | Surajpur Distt Surajpur (First Call) ' sk Oy TRkt F"’*“ﬁ;ﬂﬁ:ﬁf;‘;ﬁﬂ:ﬁ-’ﬁgﬂE
Submitted online anly at the e- tendering portal http:// ITharkhandtender.govin on or before 05:00 PM an | z

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
Y
e

wrdarers sifiraen (4l ) @ wraiea

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer
P.W.D. Ambikapur Circle Ambikapur

04.06.2026, Tender Fee and EMD Will be received through online mode only. Bidders can use intéernet |

banking facility for faster processing of tender fee and EMD. Alternatively, bidders can use NEFT,-"FETGEi

challan generated for the tender from jharhandtenders.govin portal: Technical Bid received online will be | ‘ RO No.:- 262700815/7
I

cpened at 05:00 PM on 05.06.2026

07, Estimate Cost May Vany.

08, Corrigendum/Amendment if any will be published only on the above mentioned website, Sd/-

State monitoring Officer
ICDP Cell, Ranchi
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Director, Patratu Energy L : T: ? M p JUUNL EOI fram Insal S I AL e R I B sl S T R s R
irector, Patratu Energy Limated cum General Manager { Project), invites rom Insalvency i e —F LI i AT
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| of Ir!.wILLm.'-. Resolution Professionalas [ iquidator for voluntary winding up of Patratu Energy Limited (PEL)" AT e, faeTe & sl Fasmee Sea—01 7 2019 & A W S () W as) )
5L No, | Details of Work e ik & wee enfre sty oy e sera ausrer ward il B R e A | [y < I 3 7 — E 7
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Eol Processing Foe s, 186,00 (Rupees One-Thousand Cine Hundred Eightyh only Wi (Cernificate Verification) iz E_EEE i 11T_|'ﬁ-' 1 1000 i fﬁ i Eﬁ.u o I T_ qﬁﬂmj i F-;,"“I'.“‘Iq il 31038
| Eol Processing Fee including GST o T PRy e ey o e fer oy &) faere—15.04.2026 1 s disfons oy ae g TR, WIS TET 8 2958925.00 56200 5000 e
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1 Projpect Completon Femiod { w1 oS e — grast T )
Corporate Affairs, spaqell sreuiend 98 | Ree—15.04 2026 1 SR eI A sutien sl st ot e | || (A foren — e e )

3 [ VAT e i | 150 By e il g e T fEeTe-01.06.2026 1 I0 Hiag—1 (WE), WA WEMA @390 § Faiey w9 § Pl | |2 FEe fefe s e - et 15.05.2026
§ | Calendar of Exents: FIfEET @ITan BrErE W W i A 25052026 9 29.05.2006 300 491 HULR T

i | Date of Publication of EOI ['210%, 2006 a1 16:00 hrs fealT T | TR T WA S BN S 9y e s 6w § feowire o,
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i | Last Dute | Time for rocciptofbids | 22062026t 16:00 hes ST FYE, W B 1 el & fAfE mwa A fEen $fEa $ g i wafe Hrr . o | |

i, | Dite and Time for Opening ol 'I-;,llnu-_._.l_l hid [ 23,06, 2026 w1 16:00 hrs T WHE T3] @ g Hiodl G8 Ss! 21—81 W—aaaeiie il & e S Henae 4, T FETAE FOAE F B - feTd 30.05.2026 T F9O .00 T HINE T
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e e e (Certificate Verification) &g Fredfia wwm, Rl va wrm oe oufierd gt qfiefm w6 o (W eHFORZ DarRIn]
e e e g : — o iy - —e sy 6 e A S o - feeim 30062026 1 T 330 T TR TE
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[www.eproc2.bihar.govin | 9=
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[www.eproc2 . bihargovin jw=

wrrd. fmiscwrdbihargovin U S5 1 9501 #

e WY www,state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar 72 2= =1 Wi @

Enginesting Building H E.C, Dhurwa, Ranchi- 53404
Emuil- chiefenpneerproject2 2 Hapmail com Mob.: 8210263836

| # Eol n.iuu:umem and BOQ can be downloaded from the website hitpy/ {jharkh: mdtenders.gov.in .. The downloaded
| document shall be treated as a valid document for participation in the bid only if payment has been made
_ towards Eol processing fee.

» The Eol processing fee should be deposited in online moede on
_ tenders.gov.in onlv.
| # L'Imquc ‘DD Fixed Deposit receipt! Money Order or saving certificate etc. are not acceptable towards deposit
| of Eol processing fee and bids with above will be considered without Eol processing fee.
[ = Any bid shallnotbeentertainedatierthedeadlineunderanveircumstances whatsoever
| # Theundersignedreservesthenghttoissue extendthedateofpublishing/submission‘opening  ofbid/distributethe

work among the bidders or reject any /all bids without assigning any reason thereof,

[ = Corrigendum/addendumifanywillbe published in newspaper and also be uploadedonabovewebsite,

= Prospectivebiddersarerequestedtovisitwebsite regularly,
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o INFRASTRUCTURE

Behind Kerala
govt's scrapping

of SilverLine

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram, May 20

THE CONGRESS-led United Democratic Front (UDF) Cabinet
on Wednesday decided to denotify the semi-high speed rail pro-

ject, SilverLine, mooted by the previous Left government. Chief

Minister V D Satheesan said the government was not opposed
to the high-speed rail project, but that the project was “an envi-

ronmental disaster and financially unviable”.

“UDF had studied the project and found there was not even
adetailed project report. The land acquired by the government
was not denotified. This has caused problems for the peopleliv-

inginthe project area,” he said.

The Rs 64,000-crore project was envisaged to run between
Thiruvananthapuram and the northernmost district of Kasara-
god toreduce the existing travel time from 12 hours to four hours.
A high-speed transport system has long been a crucial need,
given Kerala’s geography and population density.

The project

The project was slated to be executed by Kerala Rail Devel-
opment Corporation

., o SilverLine

Ltd. or K-Rail, a joint
venture registered by

Kasaragod '\ " corridor . xeralastate govern-
Kannur i ment and Indian Rail-
! ways in a 51:49 equity
Kozhikode o partnership. K-Rail was
Thrissur " specifically formed to
= L = | develop railway infra-
o  CochinAirport .. R structure in Kerala. In
< Ernakulam — o 2021, the state Cabinet
5 Kottayam — =y &£ 5  gave sanction and a
o ’f,f token allocation of Rs
Kollam 4 .j' 2,000 crore from the Ke-
Thiruvananthapuram el rala Infrastructure In-

' X vestment Fund Board.
The 530 km stan-
e THE ALTERNATIVE dard-gauge line was

®In January 2026, the LDF govern-
ment greenlighted a Regional Rapid
Transit System as a practical and suit-

planned to run parallel
to the existing railway
line and mostly on

| ) ) ) earthen embankments.
able alternative to SilverLine. The trains were ex-
®The LDF government said an MoU pected to run at a maxi-
would be signed with the Centre mum speed of 200 km,
onceitgaveitsin-principleapproval. and a nine-car rake

would carry 675 passen-

gers in two classes. The

stretch would have 11 stations en route.

Opposition to the project

For the project, 1,383 hectares (ha) would have tobe acquired
forthe railway line, including 1,198 ha from private parties. Wide-
spread protests erupted across the state, supported by the Con-
gress and the BJP, with critics raising concerns about the large-
scale displacement of families and potential environmental

damage resulting from the project.

Activists claimed that the proposed alignment would cut
through wetlands, paddy fields, and ecologically sensitive zones,
while opposition leaders warned of potential financial losses.
The Railways concurred with the latter view, questioning its vi-
ability in Kerala, where the six-lane national highway develop-
ment is under way. It ultimately did not give its sanction for the

project, saying the project would affect the expansion plans of

the existing railway tracks.

Satheesan justified the denotification, saying the project was
abandoned and no transactions could be carried out regarding
thelands notified for acquisition. The state had abandoned the
project, while the Centre did not give its approval, he added.
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e CLIMATE

Rising night-time heat
an urgent health hazard

-

AMITABH SINHA

WHILE MOST conversation about extreme
heat duringIndian summers centres on peak
daytime temperatures and heatwave spells,
it is slowly becoming evident that warmer
nights could pose a greater health risk to
human beings, particularly those living in
low- and middle-income housing units.

Both day and nighttime average tem-
peratures arerisingin India, but recent data
suggest that nighttime temperatures may
beincreasingat a faster rate. Experts say in-
door thermal exposure could be a bigger
threat to public health than exposure to
daytime heat outdoors.

A cooler evening and night allow the
human body to recover from the heat ex-
perienced during the daytime. Butif night-
time temperatures also remain high, the
body is unable to recoup, and exposure to
heat becomes prolonged and sustained,
without any relief. People are confined in
small spaces for several hours at a stretch.
The situation gets aggravated inside houses
without natural ventilation or access to air-
conditioning.

A recent study by Climate Trends, a
Delhi-based climate-focused research or-
ganisation, in 50 houses in Chennai—all
medium- and low-income residential
units—showed that occupants were fre-
quently sleeping in temperatures exceeding
32° Celsius. Sometimes, night-time tem-
peratures even exceeded 35° Celsius, very
similar to peak day-time temperatures in
the city. “This study highlights the need for
passive cooling solutions and structural
changesinlow-cost housingin urban areas.
Inthe next phase, we plan to study the dam-
age thatindoor heat exposure is doingto our
bodies,” said Palak Balyan of Climate
Trends, one of the authors of this study.

Rising night-time temperatures

India’s average temperature has in-
creased by about 0.7° Celsius between 1901
and 2018, according to the 2020 comprehen-
sive climate change assessment over the In-
dian region. Both day and night-time tem-
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People standing near a shop selling air coolers in New Delhi. ani

peratures have increased during this time,
but at different rates.

In the 30 years between 1986 and 2015,
the temperature of the warmest day of the
year increased by about 0.63° Celsius, while
that of the coldest night increased by 0.4°
Celsius. This suggests that the rise in day-
time temperature was more pronounced
than the nighttime temperatures, which is
true for this period.

But the situation changes in future pro-
jections. The same assessment said that the
temperature of the warmest day of the year
could rise by 4.7° Celsius by the end of this
century, while that of the coldest night could
jump by asmuch as 5.5° Celsius. Night-time
temperatures are all set torise at a faster rate.
This has already begun to happen, accord-
ing to more recent data by the India Me-
teorological Department (IMD).

While the rapid rise in night-time tem-
peratures is happening everywhere, it is
more pronounced in urban spaces, mainly
because of what is called the urban heat is-
land effect. Concrete, roads, bricks and
metal absorb the heat during the day and

Relief
measures

The Climate
Trends study
noted there are
measures that
can bring
immediate relief
topeopleliving
in cramped
households.

Passive cooling
solutions like
reflective roof

coatings or
whitewashed
roofs and walls
can make alot of
difference.

radiate it at night. Thelack of adequate veg-
etation and green spaces, loss of water
bodies and dense clustering of high-rise
buildings amplify this effect. Increasingly,
the use of air-conditioners, which emit hot
air outside, isemerging as a significant con-
tributor. There could be a difference of 4-
6° Celsius or more in the nighttime tem-
peratures of a city centre or a dense
residential area of a city, and its outskirts.
Aswe build more, this effect is likely to get
further aggravated.
MostofurbanIndiagoestosleepin small
houses that are poorly designed and lack
natural ventilation. If these houses lack air-
conditioners, there is little nighttime relief
for the human body. Sleep discomfort, rest-
lessness, exhaustion, and lack of energy are
directresults of this condition, which affects
people’s productivity the next day. But there
are major adverse health impacts as well,
whose magnitude is still being assessed.

Heatwave intermittent, heat

perennial
Dileep Mavalankar, former director of

A cooler evening and night allow
the human body to recover from the
heat of the day. With hotter nights,
heat exposure becomes sustained

the Indian Institute of Public Health in
Gandhinagar who has done extensive work
on heat and its health impacts in India,
gave an insightful example. He said the
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation main-
tains a daily record of all-cause mortality
in the city.

“Ahmedabad records about 100 deaths
every day — deaths due to all causes. We
have seen that on days when the maxi-
mum day-time temperature exceeds 45
degree Celsius, if the maximum night-
time temperature is below 28 degree
Celsius, there is not much of a change in
the daily all-cause mortality. But if the
night-time temperature rises to between
28 and 30 degree Celsius, all-cause mor-
tality increases to about 165. If the night-
time temperature is more than 30 degree
Celsius, mortality goes up to as high as 265.
This is an interesting correlation. Even
without doing a full-scale analysis of the
cause of death, we can see something very
significantis happening here. The thresh-
olds would be different for other cities, but
thereisavery clearindication that higher
night-time temperatures are strongly
linked to mortality,” Mavalankar said.

At least 23 states and more than 200
cities now have heat action plans that get
implemented every summer. A bulk of
that is focused on dealing with heatwave-
like situations. But a heatwave is a very
specific event and is declared when very
specific temperature criteria are satisfied.
It happens maybe two or three times a
month. Extreme heat, on the other
hand, isaconstantin Indian summer. And
so is the trend of rising night-time
temperatures.

One component of most heat action
plans is about long-term measures needed
to reduce impacts. These include coordi-
nated efforts to improve urban infrastruc-
ture, come up with better low-cost housing,
and increase green spaces. There is a need
for paying greater attention to these aspects
of the heat action plan.

The Climate Trends study on Chennai
households noted there are measures that
can be applied to bring immediate relief to
peoplelivingin cramped households. Pass-
ive cooling solutions like reflective roof
coatings or whitewashed roofs and walls
can make a lot of difference. Some struc-
tural changes, like introducing natural
ventilation, can also help.

Why Rahul Gandhi unveiled statue of ‘forgotten hero’ of 1857 revolt

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, May 20

ON WEDNESDAY, Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi unveiled a
statue of Veera Pasi, a “forgotten hero” who
had fought the British during the Revolt of
1857,in Raebareli. While this was not the first
attempt by a political party to woo the Pasi
community in Uttar Pradesh through acom-
munity icon, Gandhi’s move is significant
ahead of the state Assembly elections next
year. Gandhi also addressed a “Bahujan
Swabhiman Sabha” in Veera Pasi’s memory
the same day.

Who was Veera Pasi?

Veera Pasi was a trusted companion and
commander of Rana Beni Madhav Baksh
Singh, the ruler of the Shankarpur Estate in
modern-day Raebareli during the 19th cen-
tury. A Dalit belonging to the Pasi caste, Pasi
was born on November 11, 1835, into an im-
poverished family in Lodhwari village of
Raebareli district.

He lost his parents at an early age and
went to live at his sister’s house. In the local
dialect, a brother living with his sister’s
family was called “Veerna”, which later
evolved into the name “Veera”.

Singh recruited Pasi for hisarmy, after he
was impressed by the latter’s strength. Ac-

Rahul Gandhi during the unveiling of the
Veera Pasi statue in Raebareli. ani

cording to local folklore, when the British
captured Singh during the 1857 revolt, Pasi
displayed remarkable bravery by rescuing
Singh from prison. The British government
then had announced a reward of Rs 50,000
for Pasi’s capture or information on his
whereabouts.

While Veera Pasi doesn’t feature too
prominently in the history books, oral his-
tory haskept hislegacy alivein Raebareliand
adjoining areas where the Pasi community

BSP’s
decline

®The Mayawati-led
Bahujan Samaj
Party’s vote share fell
from22.23%inthe
2017 Assembly elec-
tionto12.88%in
2022.

®Other parties such
as the SP, the Con-
gress, and the Aazad
Samaj Party (Kanshi
Ram) are trying to fill
that space.

resides in sizeable numbers. Local folklore
suggests Pasi died while trying to protect
Singh from the British forces.

Dalit history and politics in UP

Overthelast fewyears, political partiesin
UP have worked towards invoking Dalit
icons from the past and their contribution to
the freedom struggle.

In 2024, after the general election, Awad-
hesh Prasad, Samajwadi Party (SP) MP from
Faizabad (Ayodhya), had invoked “Veeran-
gana” Uda Devi and “Maharaja” Bijli Pasi,
two prominent personalities of the Pasi
(Dalit) community while taking oath as MP.

Dalit leaders and academics in UP say
thaticons from the community havelargely
been “ignored” by historians.

Ajay Kumar, assistant professor at Baba-
saheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University’s soci-
ology department, said that mainstream his-
torical writing has often neglected the
contributions and experiences of Dalits, Adi-
vasis, and other marginalised communities.

“This processis notjust about rediscover-
ingthe past, butalso about reviving identity,
self-respect, and political consciousness,”
said Kumar. “Since these communities tra-
ditionally possessed relatively few written
records, their histories survived through folk
tales, folk songs, memories, and oral tradi-
tions. These oral traditions became impor-

tant carriers of their social experiences,
struggles, and collective consciousness.”

Pasis and the Dalit vote

The Pasis make up around 7 per cent of
the state’sScheduled Caste population, mak-
ing them the largest group among Dalits in
UP afterthe Jatavs. While they also have sig-
nificant presence in other states, their largest
population is in UP. In the 2024 Lok Sabha
election, the SP won 37 seats of which five
were Pasi candidates — from the BJP, three
such candidates won.

With the Mayawati-led BSP steadily de-
clining in UP — its vote share fell from
22.23% in the 2017 Assembly election to
12.88% five yearslater — everyone, fromthe
SP and the Congress to the Aazad Samaj
Party (Kanshi Ram) led by Chandrashekhar
Azad is trying to fill that space.

The SP and Congress have both been
workingtoreach out to Dalitsby regularly in-
voking BR Ambedkar and Kanshi Ram. This
year, both parties held programmes across
the state on Ambedkar’s birth anniversary
on April 14.

After receiving overwhelming support
from the Dalit community in the 2024 Lok
Sabhaelection, the SPand Congress are both
working to ensure that Dalits (around 20%
of UP’s total population) support them in
next year’s Assembly election.

® POWER

How thorium as nuclear fuel can help India meetits long-term energy needs
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ANIL KAKODKAR

FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF ATOMIC ENERGY

IT IS heartening to see indigenously devel-
oped pressurised heavy water reactors
(PHWR) getting into the mainstream of In-
dia’s energy push towards a net-zero com-
pliant Viksit Bharat. The 100 GWe (gigawatt
electric) nuclear energy mission launched
by the government is to be realised by 2047.

The high rate of capacity addition
necessary for such deployment would need
acredibleimplementation framework and

standardised mature, commercially com-
petitive technologies. PHWRs are afit case.

Theattendant steepincrease in uranium
imports is, however, a matter of concern.
Given the uranium demand-supply mis-
match, expected rise in uranium demand
consequent to global nuclear generation
growing three tofour times, and complexities
of nuclear-related geopolitics, nuclear fuel
supply security could be atriskin 10-15 years.

A much-needed shift

So, a quicker shift to thorium — that
India hasin abundance — remains critical
to India’s energy independence. Large re-
actor capacity that can produce uranium-
233(U-233) from thorium at scale while also
producing electricity is a prerequisite for
this. Thus, the first criticality of the 500
MWe (megawatt electric) prototype fast
breeder reactor (PFBR) that would open the
path to growing such a capacity through
fuel breeding marks a key milestone for
India. Thorium can also enable India’s tran-

sition to a significant energy exporter from
being a major importer.

New developments beyond PFBR
would also be necessary for the growth of
thorium irradiation platforms. These in-
clude reactor and nuclear fuel cycle tech-
nologies based on mixed oxide, metallic,
and thorium fuels.

The start of thorium utilisation at scale
isthusthree to four decades away. Pursuing
this development is nevertheless critical.
Fast reactors breed new fuel. They are
necessary to expand energy-generating
systems that would run aslong as thorium
isavailable.

Nuclear generation capacity through
uranium-fuelled reactors is soon expected
to cross 10 GWe, the target set for the first
stage of the three-stage nuclear power pro-
gramme. The spent fuel from these plants
already constitutes the required inventory
waiting to feed the second stage as
planned. The experience with PFBR so far
suggests thatin addition to moving closer

to large-scale thorium utilisation, fast re-
actors can provide economically competi-
tive electricity without dependence on
fuelimports. Nuclear generation capacity
of a few hundred GWe can be established
in this mode.

Timeline for transition

But what about the timeline for transition
from uranium to thorium? The intention be-
hind openinginternational civil-nuclear co-
operation was to remove the hurdles in ac-
cessing uranium — priority for thoriumwas
to be speeded up. Access to imported ura-
nium is now expected to make the first stage
10 times bigger, that is 100 GWe. PHWRSs
could constitute around 60 GWe.

Apart fromelectricity supply, such asub-
stantive PHWR capacity between now and
2047would also enable a capacity for produc-
tion of U-233 at scale through thorium irradi-
ation in PHWRs. This would happen much
earlierthan build-up of similar capacity with
fastreactors. One canseeatleastathree-dec-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ade time difference between the two.

Use of thorium-HALEU (high-assay low-
enriched uranium) fuel in place of natural
uraniumin PHWRswould enable thoriumir-
radiation at scale while leading to several ad-
vantages in terms of safety, economy, waste
minimisation, proliferation resistance, and
some saving in the mined uranium. One can
thus start building inventory of spent fuel to
produce fuel for third-stage thoriumreactors.

In my view, the thorium molten salt re-
actor (TMSR) operating in the near thermal
neutron spectrum offers an ideal choice for
the third stage. This would enable signifi-
cant electricity generation capacity sus-
tainably fuelled by thorium. Rough esti-
mates suggest that PHWRs running on
thorium-HALEU fuel could support new
TMSR capacity comparable with the
mother PHWR annually.

The availability of thorium-HALEU fuel
recycle technology for feeding TMSRs and
development of TMSRswould need tobeen-
suredinabout 10-15Syearstostart producing

New Delhi

electricity from thorium. These technologies
are anyway a part of the technology develop-
ment agenda for the three-stage nuclear
power programme. Advancing their deploy-
ment will enable us to get on with thorium
utilisation at scale without having to wait for
completion of second-stage development
and large-scale thorium irradiation therein.
With fast reactor capacity scaling up to the
required level, one can assure U-233 supply
and required energy availability at least till
fusion energy arrives on the scene.

The world has restricted the use of ura-
nium only in once-through mode. This is
duetothefear of potential for malevolent di-
version. Utilisable energy potential in ura-
nium thus remains two orders of magnitude
lower for such countries. Proliferation resis-
tance of the thorium-U-233 fuel cycle should
enable realisation of fuller energy potential
of thorium. Thorium systems are thus des-
tined to play a greater role in coping up with
base load energy demand of the world. This
isaunique opportunity for India.
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PERSONAL

l,Vandana Gupta W/o Vipul
Gupta R/o F-14B, SF,
Sudershan-Park, Moti-Nagar,
Delhi-110015,have changed
my name to Vandana Rai for all

purposes. 0040855633-1

‘l, SANGEETA RANI C/0 Anil
Kumar Arora, K-86A and B, GF,
Kalkaji, Delhi-19 have changed
my name to SANGEETA ARORA.

0071036827-1

I,Shishir Kumar Dabas S/o
Sh.S.K.Dabas,R/0 C-12,Saket
Court Residential Complex,
Saket,ND.-110017,have
changed my name to Shishir
Dabas,for all future purposes

0040855627-10

I,Shashwat Srivastava,S/o-
Brjesh Lal Srivastava,
residence of,SRC-32B,Shipra
Riviera,Gyan Khand-
3,Indirapuram,Shipra Sun-
City,Ghaziabad, India, Uttar
Pradhesh-201014,have
changed my name to Joy,for
all,future purposes.

0040855629-11

I,Sanjay Kumar Agarwal,S/o-
Kishan Dass Address-40
Ground floor Engineers
Enclave Pitampura Delhi-
110034,have changed my
name to Sanjay Kumar
Aggarwal 0040855627-3

I,Sameer Abbas,S/0 Iftikhar
Husain Zaidi,
R/0,38/4256,dargha masjid
Railway-colony Naya bazar
Chandni-chowk,North Delhi-
11006,have changed my to
Sameer Abbas Zaidi,for all
purposes 0040855627-6

I,SATISH KUMAR,S/0O RAM
PRAKASH R/0 56, 1ST
FLOOR,LEFT SIDE POCKET-16,
SECTOR-20, ROHINI, DELHI-
110086 have changed my name
to SATISH KOCHAR.

0040855633-3

I,Ravinder Singh Dutt S/o
Prithpal Singh DuttR/051/17,
First-Floor, Old-Rajinder
Nagar,Delhi-110060,have
changed my name to Ravinder
Singh permanently.

0040855629-2

I,Rakhi Puri,D/o Sudershan
Kumar,W/o Ajay Grover,R/0-C-
3/15Krishna Nagar,Delhi-
110051,have changed my
name to Pallavi Grover for all
purposes. 0040855633-2

I,Rakesh Thakur,S/o-Amar
Singh,R/0-House.No-18,Street
No-1,0pp Jaat Bhawan, Nahar
Singh Colony,Sec-3,Faridabad-
121004 (Haryana) have
changed my name to Rakesh
Mohan Singh. 0040855627-8

I,RAVINDER KOUR,w/0
LAKHVINDER SINGH,R/0-H.NO-
63,PLOT NO.-1, KHASRA NO.-
80,MAIN MARKET SAMAYPUR,
LIBASPUR,DELHI-110042,have
changed my nameto
RAVINDER KAUR. 0040855627-4

I,LRAVI SUDAN SHARMA S/o-
Madan Mohan R/0-C-1-B, D-S-
I-D, Madipur, Paschim-Vihar,
Delhi-110063, have changed
my name to RAVI KUMAR,
Permanently. 0040855627-5

LRAMVATI DEVI,W/O-SATYA
PRAKASH,R/0O-7/12,TULSI
CHABUTRA TAJGANJ,AGRA,
UTTAR PRADESH-282001,have
changed my name to RAMRATI
DEVI. 0040855629-7

I,Pradeep Kumar Shukla S/o
Shubhash Chandra Shukla R/0
A-256, Sector-43, Noida-
201301, have changed my
name to Pradeep Shukla for all
purposes. 0040855541-1

I,Nitika Singh Bhargava w/o
Rohan Bhargava,R/0:123-C
Sainik Farms Central
Avenue,Delhi,South
Delhi,110062,have Changed
my name to Nikita Singh
Bhargava permanently.

0040855632-1

I,NEELAM W/0 Satish Kumar
Saini R/O0WZ-14B/4\Village
Budhela,Vikas Puri, Delhi-
110018,have changed my
nameto NEELAM SAINI

0040855629-9

I,CHETAN SARUP DABAS, S/0O
RANDHIR SINGH,R/0-250,
VILLAGE BARWALA, DELHI-
110039, have changed my
name to CHETAN SWAROOP
DABAS. 0040855633-4

I,Mitra Binda Parashar,W/o
Brajesh Parashar R/o B-2,B-
Block,Brijvihar, Chander
Nagar,Ghaziabad,U.P.-
201011,have changed my
name to Madhu Parashar.

0040855629-3

I,Manoj Kumar Singhal S/o
Santosh Kumar R/0 H.N0.466,
Vikas Colony, Gulavathi,
Bulandshahar(U.P), have
changed my name to Manoj
Kumar for all purposes.

0040855541-2

I, MEENAKSHI,W/0,ANUJ
SHISHODIA,R/O,SALARPUR
KALAN,DADRI,GAUTAM BUDH
NAGAR,UTTAR PRADESH-
201008,have changed my
name to MEENAKSHI
CHAUHAN. 0040855627-9

I Abhishek Kumar Agarwal S/o-
Dinesh Aggarwal,R/0-C-24,
2nd Floor,South City-2,Sector-
49, Gurgaon-122018 have
changed my-nameto
Abhishek Aggarwal for all
purposes. 0040855567-1

LUJJWAL Gupta S/o0 Ankkush
Gupta R/o House No.1,Shiva
Enclave Pitampura Delhi-
110034 have changed my name
to UJJWWAL GUPTA

0040855629-8

I, MEENAKSHI GOYAL,W/0-AJAY
GOEL,R/0 House.No.6, Fourth
Floor Model Town Northex
Model Town-Il,North West
Delhi-110009,have changed
my name to MEENAKSHI GOEL.

0040855629-5

l,Jaibun Baiwa,W/0 Abdur
Rehman,R/O F-1/71-B,Ground-
Floor,Block-F,Gali.No.7,Kh
No.1457,Sangam
Vihar,New.Delhi-110080,have
changed my nameto Jaigon
Bewa for all purposes.

0040855632-2

I,Gurmeet Chaudhary S/O
Mohinder Singh Add:1705-
F,NRI Residency,Near Pari
Chowk,Sector-Omega-2,
Greater Noida,Gautam
Budh,Nagar,UP-201306,
changed my name to Gurmeet
Singh 0040855629-10

I,Anita shekhar,w/0.Ramesh
Kumar,house No -510,ward no-
31,New court-road,Ashok
vihar, Sonipat, po Sonipat, dist
Sonipat-State Haryana-
131001,Have changed my
name to Anita 0040855629-1

I, Karamveer Singh Dahiya S/0.
Sh.Ram Karan R/o.Flat No.271,
Pocket-D, Shrikeshav Kunj
Aprtment, Sector-17, Dwarka,
New Delhi-78 have changed
my name to Karamveer Singh
for all future purposes.

0040855497-1

I, Jaanvi Singh D/o Avtar Singh
R/071/52,Prem Nagar,
JanakpuriB-1, PO:Janakpuri B-
1, Dist:West Delhi-110058, have
changed my name to Rupali
Singh. 0071036778-1

lLAQLEEMA W/0O SHAHID R/O-A-
71,MAIN ROAD, SHASTRI PARK
DELHI 110053 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO AKLIYAFORALL
PURPOSE 0040855629-6

I,AJAY KUMAR GOYAL,S/o-
Shamsher Singh Goyal,R/0-
House No.6,Fourth Floor
Northex Model Town-Il,North
West-Delhi-110009,have
changed my name to AJAY
GOEL. 0040855629-4

I, Vaibhav Parashar S/o Suresh
Parashar R/0 F-194-A, Opp.GTB
Hospital G.T.B.Enclave Delhi -
110093 have changed the
name of my minor son from
Ayaan Parashar to Ved
Parashar in future for all
purposes. 0071036837-1

I, Tashu, D/o Harish Kaushik,
R/0 H.No. 13 Bank Wali Gali,
Prahladpur, Banger Village,
Delhi-110042, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Tashu Kaushik
for all future purposes.

0040855575-1

I, Shobha Singhal W/o Hansraj,
R/0 E-16, Upper Ground Floor,
Vijay Vihar,Phase-2, Rohini,
North West Delhi,Delhi-110085,
hereby declare that | have
changed my nameto
“Shobha” for all purposes and
forall future
records/documents.

0040855509-1

I, JATINDER GURWARAS/0
RAMNATH GURWARA, R/0 A-
92, Inderpuri,New Delhi-
110012, declare that name of
mine and my father and my
mother have been wrongly
written as JATINDER KUMAR
GURWARA and RAM NATH
GURAWRA and TARA RANI
GURWARAR in my Passport
No.P3071781. The actual name
of mine and my father and my
mother are JATINDER
GURWARA and RAMNATH
GURWARA and TARA RANI
GURWARA, which may be
amended accordingly.

0040855506-2

I, Harvinder Kaur W/o Baljit
Singh R/0 2202 ATS Dolce
Sector ZETA 1 Greater Noida
U.P have changed my name
from Harvinder Kaur Bhatia to
Harvinder Kaur for all future
purposes 0071036810-1

I, CHANDER PRAKASH S/O
BHANI RAM born on
05/05/1980 residing at KH-
101/2/2,Galino.5,F -
block,tomor colony ,Burari,
Delhi-110084, have changed
my name to CHANDER
PRAKASH BERI vide affidavit
dated 18/06/2026 at Delhi

0050289795-1

I Somya Garg D/o Sunil Kumar
Garg W/o Ishank Aggarwal R/o
A-702, DDA Multi Storey Flats,
Pitampura, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110034 have changed my
name to Somya Aggarwal for
all purposes. 0040855495-1

IRavindra Singh S/o
Chandrabhan Singh Thakur
R/0 MIG-1/92, Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukl Nagar, Korba
(Mcorp), Korba, Chhattisgarh-
495677, have changed my
name to Ravindra Singh
Thakur 0071036809-1

I, SHANAN ANICE GARVIN, D/O
Lt. ADRAIN GARVIN,R/0 Om
Sai Apartment, Rajpur Khurd
Extension, 110068, New Delhi. |
have changed my nameto
SHANAN GARVIN. 0050289796-1

I, Rakesh Kumar Gulati,S/o-
Darbari Lal Gulati,Address-
186,B Block A-1 Keshav Puram
north west Delhi-110035,have
changed my nameto Rakesh
Gulati. 0040855627-1

I, Rais Ahmad S/o Badaruddin,
R/0 Majapota, Adalpur Taj,
Amroha, UP-244221, have
changed my name to Mohd
Yamin. 0071036811-1

I, PrinciJain D/o Anubhav Jain
R/0-11/407, Mahaveer Marg,
Baraut, Baghpat, UP have
changed my name to Nitya
Jain. 0071036743-1

I, PRADEEP KUMAR GAJWALS/o
Puran Chand, B2B-93,
Janakpuri, West Delhi, Delhi-58
have changed my name to
PARDEEP KUMAR GAJWAL.

0071036819-1

I, Sunita D/o Joginder Singh, R/0
Neola (182), Jhajjar, Haryana
124109, have changed my
name to Vani 0071036736-1

I, Nishat Parveen D/o Naushad
Hasan R/o0 A-4/49 Nand Nagri,
Mandoli Saboli, Delhi-110093
declare that my father’s name
iswrongly written as Noshad
Hasanin my all educational
documents. Correctnameis
Naushad Hasan. 0050289794-1

I, Nikhat Jamal Qaiyum W/0
Harish Kumar Tyagi R/0-P321,
ATS Greens Village, Sec-93A,
Noida have changed my name
toNikhat Tyagi. 0071036742-1

| Kamlesh Kumari W/o Subhash
Chand Sharma R/o House
No.C-85/25, Gali No-8,
Mohanpuri, Garhi Mendu,
North East Delhi. Have
Changed My Name To
KAMLESH For All The Future
Purposes. 0071036812-1

I Kajal Sharma W/o Subhash
Chand Sharma R/o House
No.C-85/25, Gali No-8,
Mohanpuri, Garhi Mendu,
North East Delhi. Have
Changed My Name To
KAMLESH For All The Future
Purposes. 0071036805-1

I, PAYAL D/0 Ajbi Singh, 76B,
Everest Apartment, Pocket-A3,
Kalkaji Extn., Kalkaji, Delhi-19
have changed my name to
PAYAL KUSHWAHA.

0071036821-1

IHARMEET KAUR W/O
HARBHAJAN SINGH R/0O-1411-
B,3RD FLOOR GALINO-13
GOVINDPURI DELHI-110019
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
MEENU ATHWAL 0040855267-2

IHARISH KUMAR S/0 KISHAN
LAL,R/0-J-12,GROUND FLOOR,
FRONT
SIDE,SRINIWASPURI,DELHI-
110065 have changed my name
to HARSH KUMAR 0040855627-7

I Achin S/o-Sanjay Kumar
Aggarwal Address-40
Engineers Enclave Pitampura
Delhi-110034. have changed
my name to Achin Agarwal

0040855627-2

I, Mahesh Awatram Ramnani,
S/o0 Late Awatram Seumal
Ramnani, R/06262, ATS ONE
HAMLET, Sector-104, Noida, G.
B.Nagar, U.P.-201304, have
changed my name to Mahesh
Ramnani, S/o Late Awat Ram
Ramnani, for all future
purposes. 0040855620-1

I, Kshitij Bhardwaj s/o Ramesh
Chandra Sharma, R/0S-191,
DLF Capital Greens, Shivaji
Marg, Moti Nagar, New Delhi-
110015,have changed my
minor son’s name from Avyukt
Bhardwaj to Aaryav Bhardwa,;.

0040855506-1

I, Krash Singh S/o Pardeep
Singh, R/0 V.P.0O-Bhatera,
Batehra (254), PO:Bhatera,
DIST:Jhajjar, Haryana, 124108,
have changed my name to Kris
Rajawat 0071036735-1

LOST & FOUND

Lost Original Diploma
Certificate of Depanshu Uppal,
Roll No. 18A2020100, University
- IMT Ghaziabad. Contact:
9999091331. 0050289798-1

I, Rohan, have lost both original
and duplicate copies of my
CBSE Class Xll Improvement
Examination Marksheet
bearing Roll No. 26721447, Year
2022 0050289805-1

Lost General Power of
Attorney,Documents
No.12565,Book No.4, Volume
No.41350n Page-73To 74
Dated-24-04-1997,and
General-Power of Attorney,
Document.N0.33156,Book
No.4,Volume No0.4363, Page
No0.120 To 122, Dated-20-08-
1997 of property No.10/139,
G.F.Geeta-Colony,Delhi-
110031. Founder may Inform
Dilvijay Singh,S/0-Moti
Singh,R/0-10/144 Geeta
Colony, Delhi-110031
#9910233212. 0040855633-5

PUBLIC NOTICE

I Diptanshu Chandel S/o Sh.
Dharmendra Kumar Singh, R/o0
7/10, Indira Vikas Colony, Dr.
Mukherjee Nagar, PO: Dr.
Mukherjee Nagar Dist: North
West Delhi-110009 have
changed my nameto
Diptanshu Singh Chandel for
all purposes. 0040855495-2

I Chitra Mukherjee W/o
Abhishek Chatterjee R/o M-
102 Saket, New Delhi 110017
changed my nameto Chitra
Chatterjee vide affidavit
number 1064/2026 dated
20/05/2026 before Notary
Janmejay Barnik, New Delhi.

0040855525-1

!'Ee'le-fai Pualic is hecebny indarm by this
[ relice theal iy cliend Smi. Asha Sehga
E'.I".'-'I:-.En Satish Sehgel RIL.DO-
[@0E Sacior-15. Rohinl, New Danl.
!11IIIE-EI'-:J. have severed their al
redaiaong from har 2on and his amsy
members namely Punest Sehgad and
[af20 debarmed bem  bom e al
moveable and immaoveabla properies
psilizaled at Dalhi or amvwtara else and
{ parinesship firm ngmely M. Ashaka
| Publishing House, which is dissolva
{rw a8 ane of the panner Sh. Satish
{Sahpal has been pass Jway, due o
|rm=.ir guarratsame and discbedence
|I:-=_I'~ax' aur neture owards my client es
[ et is nal heneng good maral conduct
fand nof beering maints nance|
iut;wm%as Aol by himal e e
i of regestrataon of Gift Dead. My sbove
{s0n has misguidis us for publicalion of
|szme fype public nofce againgt our
{son namely Maeraj Sehga and Nikhi
[Sehgal vide Publicalion in Hmng
|NE‘.‘|IS|:-EI_!IE‘I' namaly Vees Arjun datad
{&0.04.2019 now, by this nolice same
{ b cancel from right no.

Rakesh Kumar (Advocaba)
Gh MocK-98-8, Testaean Courls Deltead

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ths = fo Inlorm the Gensral
Publec thatl, Bapnn Gupta YW
Rajssh  Gupls, Rfo 15X
(T Lk Enclave
Filampura, Saraswatll  \ibkar
Mot Wosl Dalhl=-110034, have
decinrsd thal ahe (& el 0Tk
and I possaasion of e lend
maasuning 25 Kanal 2 Marla
coimprisad In Khewat Mo, 274
min, Khata Mo, 3tdmin, Musil &
Killg Moo 1085208-2], THINSE-
121, 360} and Khewat No
dromin, Khata Mo, 316min
histil & Killa Mo, 1118881
fst \illsge Famana, Tehsi
Kharkhods, Disinct  Sonipat
HaEryana: herginatier refarmad 1o
s “the said Proparty”.
[That following documentzs i
especl of fhe ssid Propesty
have bean lost | misplaced
2l Oniginad Sale Dead daled
1006 A0 aiimtiied by
Parvindar Singh In respoect of
Khasra no, 100002 (8=2], TTRa
(=123, Z2(8=0) in Favour of Sangy
Dwdl,  chly  rugislamed o9
documsnt g, 1481
b Unginal Salo LDood dabed
BOLDNS A it LA by
Narmala, MNaha & Chirbg ir
sEEpoc of Khasra no
UG-8} i Tavour of Sang
Devi, oduly regsiersd as
hdpcumisnt mo, 1471
In casa the same |8 found, o
sy b returnad immadiately o
ihe follesing addrass
Vinod Kumar (Advocate)
Chamber Ma, 853,
Crerarks Courts, Secior-10,
Dedhil-1007S, 99100715

Malice 15 hereby given ko ha geniral
public thal my clieal ineads Lo
purcrase the Propestyrouse Dianmyg
M. B-185, measuning 100 sg. yos. out
of Whasra Mo, 13/, siluated al
B-Block, Sangam Vibar, Mew Dedhi-
110080, bounded as: Easl-Gali 15
wida, Weesl- Ofer's Properly, Morlh-
Other's Proparly, South-Other's
Proparty

My cland is purchasing tha =aid
proparty from i absolubs ownar b
Yiggy Singh Jadon S0 Shri Kanallam
amgh, rapresanlad |hradgh his
authorized General Power of Alamigy
[GPA) holder Mr Pradeep Singn Sk
Shei Rofitas Singh (vide GPA exacuted
pn D8-Tec-2024 and notanzed an 10
Dac-2024)

ANy pafsongs). bank, financial
inslugan, of sthanty having any
nght, fitle, interest, daim, objection,
dispule. morgage, chargs, or price
agreament regaeting e said property,
is hefaby required o nofily lha
urderskinad inanling, 2ong wilh valid
documentary procd, within 15 days
fram the date of pubfcation of this
noiice

I no wabd objaclions are recened
within the sSpulated periad, 1 wil ba
presamed that the sand propeety |5 ines
framvall encumbeances: ard my clenl
will proecead 10 complete the
purchaseltransastion, Any claims
made tharaafiar shal niol ba binding on
my clenl and will ba- consdersd nul
and voed. Saba :."l.lful'l"l".l-r.t'!:
Ch, Mo, 650, Saket Caurt New Dele-17
Mo BET 1054342, TaTRA0T1 B0

IN THE COURT OF DR. PANKAJ SHARMA,
DJ-02, NEW DELHI DISTRICT PATIALA
HOUSE COURT, NEW DELHI

Case No. PC/7/2026

5. MAMTA PANJANI D/O LATE PRAN

NATH KAPOOR, 63/3, CHARU CHANDRA

PLACE EAST, LAKE GARDENS, KOLKATA,

WEST BENGAL-700033, ALSO AT- FLAT NO.

2215, SECTOR-B, POCKET 2, VASANT KUNJ,

NEW DELHI-110070.

...... Petitioner/s
Vs

1. GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI THROUGH
CHIEF SECRETARY, NEAR
SACHIVALAYA ROAD, IG INDOOR
STADIUM, ITO, VIKRAM NAGAR, NEW
DELHI, DELHI-02.

2. CANARA BANK THROUGH THE
BRANCH MANAGER, S.0, NO. 30,
COMMUNITY CENTRE, BASANT LOK,
VASANT VIHAR, DELHI-110057.

..... Respondent/s

Whereas a petition under section 276 of the Indian

Succession Act, 1925 for the grant of Probate/

Letters of Administration to the petitioner in respect

of the movable and Immovable property of the estate

of LATE MS. NEELAM SAWHNEY.

Notice is hereby given to the general public that any

person having objection to the Grant of Letter of

Administration/Probate in his favour in respect of

the estate of the deceased particularly,

1. Flat No. 2215, Sector-B, Pocket 2, Vasant Kunj,
New Delhi- 110070.

2. Savings Bank Account No. 2746101003663 in
Canara Bank, Vasant Vihar Branch, New Delhi.

3. Term Deposit Account No. 2746404000410 in
Canara Bank.

4. Fixed Deposit Alc
in Canara Bank.

5. Safe Deposit Locker (SDB) A/c No.
123005431528 in Canara Bank.

6. Bank Safe Deposit Locker- Jewellery,
Valuables, documents in Canara Bank Locker.

No. 130047422657/1

may file the same in the court personally or
through counsel on or before the next date
of hearing 07.07.2026.
Given under my hand and the seal of the court
on the 29th day of April 2026.
e Sd/-
L. Seal 1 Judge

PUELIC NOTICE

I |s publicly informed that my cient
intends %0 purchasa Uppar Ground
Floot of Propemy NoC-308C, Gall
MoG Mglis Park, Dabhl fromeShr Vijay
Kumar Chugh and Ashok  Kurmar
Chuih seng of Late Shi Mukand Lal
The atoresaid sellers have daciared
thal ey Decame Lhe oo -cvmers of snd
peopeity on he basisaf Regislersd Wil
of thesr fethar She Mukerd Le, vide
Wil registerad as Mo 1255, DI
29062018, Arry person- andion &y
cihar lagal her of Leta Shr Musend Lal
inchuding Fes .;;mgr-r:y =il Kariesshy
Chewia have any sart of abjection ar
claim Ihem heéshalthey shall il their
GEEEon In wrEng &l my e-mal e
gdvocatamanishchawlaggmail.com
wighin bon (10 days from D date of
i Mt tading wiich ry client shall
ba e antitled 0 purchasa e z=d
propy and Surber any obicion shall
beiraated 35 mu end yoid.
Manish Chawla [Advocate)
Oetice 4. AUL-Block Greend Floor, .50
Fitamgura. Delhi, Mob: 08211358596

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our Clients M/s
Advance Compusoft Pvt. Ltd. is in process of’
recording the name of Mr. Deepak Parashar
& Ms. Ruchi Sharma. in respect of Unit No.
IT Tower 2-1705 (Office), 17th Floor in
Project- Golden Grande Phase-l, situated at
Plot No. 19, Sec-Techzone-1V, Greater Noida
(West), Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P., after the
death of Late Jai Mala on the basis of Death
Certificate, Surviving Members Certificate,
Affidavit/NOC & Indemnity Bond from Mr.
Bijender Kumar Sharma & Ms. Neha Parashar.
Initially the Unit was allotted in the name of’
Mrs. Jai Mala & Mrs. Ruchi Sharma. Any
person having any right or interest by way of’
agreement, sale, contract, or otherwise upon
the said property are hereby required to give
notice of the same to the undersigned on
below mentioned address within 7 days from
the date of publication hereof together with
copies of all documents on the basis of which
claims are made, failing which any such
right, title, interest, or claim, if any, will be
deemed to have been waived and not binding
on our Client. Sd/-
C.K. JHA (Advocate)

E-524, Karkardooma Courts,
Delhi-110032

(M)-9811295674

Lpeen incstrucion from: Godrej) Feance
Lid. wfwmatia is gwen to peneral
pisbslic. &t large that Mr. Amit Kurar who
infends 10 morlgage Property area
measuring 160 =q. vards, out of Khasra

Mo, 302 Min, situated in Village
Sadullabad, Pargans Loni, Tehsil aed
District  Ghazizboad, UP to Godrsj
Financa Lid., wharain 8e. &mit Kumar is
the proposed awner through Gif Desd
which i 1o be executed in his faweur by
Mr. Ender Pal, o )
firy perssals], metitution(s) having ey
clain andior objection in respect of the
said jproperty shall cemmunicaie the
same 10 the undersigned a1 our addmss
witha 14 |,|.'|'||$ freen The |||||||||,‘::|l:i|:||| af
this motéce with documentary evidence
in support thansal, failing which 28 the
claim, of such personisiingtiulions)
ghell mat be Ginding woon the s
proparty of purchiasss
Muohd K. Husssss |Advocelsf
[-21. Baspmens, Block-0, Janapurs Exts
Bew Delil 110074 BATO3A1672

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Smt. Dalbir Kaur aged 76 years
W/o Late Sh. Jaswant Singh R/o B-4365,
Gali No. 112/2,Sant Nagar, Burari, North,
Delhi-84, have debarred & disowned their
son Sh. Amrit Pal Singh and his wife Smt.
Kavita Dhanak there all movable and
immovable property (i.es) & served relation
with them due to their misconduct,
misbehavior, cruelness. They shall have no
right, title and interest of any nature in their
properties. Whosoever deals with them shall
be responsible himself and my clients
shall not be liable for any act,conduct or
transactions done by son and his wife.

DHARMENDRA GUPTA (Advocate)
Mob. 9958043150

PUBLIC NOTICE

I Sheena Wadhawan Residing at -
J-209/4 Lane W-15A, Western
Avenue Sainik Farm, New Delhi-
110062 Inform that I have lost
Original Documents of House No.
L-1903, 19th Floor at Tower No. L in
Amrapali Heartbeat City-2, GH-
01/D Sector-107, Noida District-
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. The
Document Lost Included, Booking
form, Builder Buyer Agreement &
Reciept of Payment and other
Related Documents. These
Documents were lost at J-Block,
Saket Market at 14:00 Hrs. on
06-05.2026. If any body found plese
send atabove address.

PUBLIC NOTICE

That my client Shri Pardeep Kumar Gandhi
son of Late Shri Manohar Lal, Resident of
B-90, Subhadra Colony, Sarai Rohilla,
Delhi-110035, has severed all his relation with
his son TARUN GANDHI, VARUN
GANDHI and his wife namely Smt. SIMRAN
GANDHI, further disowned them from all his
movable and immovable properties due to their
misconduct and misbehavior and they are not
in the control of my client, if any persons make
any kind of deal with them, to do so at their
his/her own risk, cost and consequences, my
client will not be responsible for the same.
Sd/-
Sanjay Jain (Advocate)
Ch. No. N-11 Lockup Lane
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

= L] =
Be it known o all that, my clients
DINESH Z/o Mahesh Bumar R
B-336A, Chungi Mo, 2, Lal Kuan,
Pul Pshladpur, Delhi-110044
have disowned their daughier
SHEETAL, alongwilh thesr lagal
helr sawerad all their redalicns
sockad and financiad with them dus
b thiir disobedience. T ey have
debarred them from inherting
their properties  movable  and
immaovabis, My clients shall nol
ba responsible for any of their
acls, deeds and things. Anybody
dealing with them shall be doing
g0 alhisfher own sk,
LISHA MAHAJAN [Advocate)
Enrolment Mo ¢ D{2TATS

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Vimla @ Bimla W/O Late. Rambir
Singh Yadav, Resident of H.No.100, Gali No. 9,
Chander Shekhar Marg, Shalimar Village,
North West Delhi-110088, severe all relations
with her both sons Aakash Yadav & Dinesh
along with their respective legal heirs i.e. Wife,
children etc. & debar them from all her
movable & immovable properties due to their
misconduct, misbehavior and immoral attitude.
My client will not be responsible for their any
act or deed in future whatsoever. Anybody deals
with them shall do at his/her own cost and risk.
Sd/-

Akhilesh Pandey (Advocate)
Chambers:- 917, Rohini Courts

Complex, Rohini Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public notice is given to the general public
that my clients namely Mohd Agqil S/o
Late Shahabuddin and his wife Azra Bano
W/o Mohd Agqil both resident of 2459-60
Bulbule Khana Sita Ram Bazar Turkman
Gate Delhi-110006, have severed their
all relations with their son namely Mohd
Aman S/o Mohd Aqil and his wife namely
Sheniza W/o Mohd Aman my clients have
disowned them from all their movables
and immovable properties and my clients
shall not be held responsible for any act
of them. Sd/-
M.N. Khan Advocate

Chamber No. 618 Western Wing

Tis Hazari Court Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be informed that name of Smt.
Shakuntala Gupta, W/o Sh. Inder
Mal Gupta, R/o0 MIG Flat No.
41-B, Pkt.-C, Ashok Vihar-III,
Delhi-52, has been wrongly
“Shakunatla
Gupta” in joint Sale Deed of my

mentioned  as

said house registered on
30.04.2011. Both names refer
to one and the same person

i.e. myself Shakuntala Gupta.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Know all men by these present that my
clients SH. RAHUL ARORA S/O SH.
BALDEV RAJ R/O E-3/1, BLOCK-E,
MUKHRAM GARDEN, TILAK NAGAR,
NEW DELHI-110018 and SMT. KIRAN
ARORA W/O SH. RAHUL ARORA R/O
Wz-57, F/IF, RAM NAGAR
EXTENSION, TILAK NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110018, have debarred and
disowned their son namely GAUTAM
ARORA from all their moveable and
immoveable properties. In future, any
person deals with him, shall do so at
his/her own risk and responsibility. My
clients will not be responsible for his any
acts and deeds.
Sd/-Shekhar Jain, Advocate
F-1, Mukhram Garden, Tilak Nagar,
New Delhi-18

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Notice of Invitation E-Tender
Divisional Raiway Manager, M.V, Rly.
Bikaner for and on behalf of President
af India Invites sealed open tender for
thie fodlowing works an the date shown
as below; Tender No: SnT-BKN-
2026-27-07; Mame of Woark with its
Location: 54T associated indoorand
outdoor work in cfw provision of frack
machine siding at PV & BECN
stations under the Jurisdiction of
SEE/SBBEN over Bikaner Division;
Approx Cost of Work: 20881751 .82;
Bhd Security: 417800.00; Date & Time
for submission of Tender & opening
of tender: Lipto 15.00 Hrs. of 10.06.2026
Website from Which complete
Tender detalls can be seen & download:

wwswireps.govin TA3 AMIZE

Pleass join us on @ 88 - NWRailways

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Motice of Invitation E-Tender

Divisional Railway Manager, MW,
Rlyv. Bikaner for and on behall of
President of India inviles sealed apan
tender for the following works on the
date shown as below; Tender MNo:
anT-BEM-25-26 -42F; Name of Work
with itz Location: "Comprahensive
annual maintanance conlbract of G 5.
Tronics make HASSDAC{High
availabilty Single Section Dightal Axle
counters } for 02 years over Bikanar
division.”;, Approx Cost of Work:
189171873.04; Bid Security:
383400.00; Date & Time for
submission of Tender & opening of
tender; Up to 1500 Hrs, of 11.06.2026
Website from Which complete
Tender details can be seen & download:
WwLITEDS. govin

T41-AM26
Pleasa join us on f‘ﬂ' 'i'_*l_,.-' MNWR ."1I|'H:'1'3':-‘..

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
Chief Project Manager, Gati-Shakati
unit, MW, Railway, Jaipur forand on
behalf of President of India invites
open E-Tender for the following
works upto 15.30 hours on the data
shown as below. Sr. No.: 1; HName
of work with location: GSU-SnT-JP-
2026-27-05 DY. CSTE GSU JP Div.:-
Telecom work in Conneclion with
construciion of new Station
Building, extension of FOB,
Circulating Area, construction of
ane longer loop line with PF at Dahar
ke Balaji (DKBJ) station over Jaipur
Division. Approx Cost of work:
9749464.85, Bld Security Rs.:
195000/, 1. Detdil is available on
MW HlY website-www.ireps.gov.in
and Notice Board in CPM/GSUJP
Office, NWR/Jaipur. 2. Tender No.
GeU-SnT-JP-2026-27-05 is be
closed on 15.06.26 at 15.30 hrs and
opened on 15,0626 at 16.00 hrs.

T50-AM/2G
Please join us on® @@ - NWRailways
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@ Metro Railway, Kolkata

a-Tandar is imvited by Principal Chief Engineer, Meiro Railvway for the foSowing work:
Mame of work: Rehahiltatan of various structural elements of viaduct portions of
Blua Line from Em (-} 6B.23 (KDSW} to km 0.0 [HDMIA and from ki 16.45 (KMUK)

to km 25,135 (KKVES) of Metro Railway, Kolkata
43 35,71,525 21, Eamest Monay
hionths, Date and Time of Closing: 16062026 at 120
and olher dalalls can be oblained from the wabsilsa www.ireps.gov.in
Amendments!Corrigendum, if any, would be uploaded only on the websita

Abridged e-Tender Notice No. ; Civil-2572-2026-{0Open} {Two Packet System)

pprox. Cost of Work: Rs
1Hs. BB, 34000, EanEniun Pariod: 18 (Eighbean)
} Hirs. The Tender Documend

Follow us at: ! Imetrorailwaykol ©)/metrorailkolkata

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE No. 12/2026/RS/JHS

TENDER NOTICE

Tender Mo.: JHS-RS-WC-T16-2025-26-RTI

Description: Overhauling of compressors Tﬂtj'mi]n MM E TRC 1000 MM UG
ELGI Make alongwith compressor molor (3 phase induction Motor).

For and on behalft of President of India, the Sr. Divisicnal Elecincal Enginesrs
(Holling Stock) Morth Ceniral Railway, Jhansi invites open tenders through
cnline {E-Tandering} for the following work:

Date: 19.05.2026

Tender value: Bs. 24068618.00

Earnest money: R

5. 486400.00

Completion period from the date of issue of LOA.: 18 Months

Closing date of tender: 16.06.2026, Tendererwill submit tha tender online uplo
16.06.2026 (15:00 Hrs.). Complete details & for submission of tenders can be
seenin Indian Raihway wabsite http:'www.ireps_gov.in,

1132126 (D)

[£] North central railways [%] @ CPRONCR & www.ncrindianrailways.gov.in

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C./84 BNSS)

DP/6604/WD/2026

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused (1)
Ajit S/o Sh. Anand R/o Lala ki Jhuggi 39, C-Block, Inderpuri, New
Delhi (2) Kaushal S/o Sh. Nagraj R/o B-44, JJ Colony, Inderpuri,
New Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in FIR No. 80012067/2026 U/s 305(C)/324(1)/317(2)/3(5)
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, PS Tilak Nagar, Delhi and it has been
returned to warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused
(1) Ajit, (2) Kaushal cannot be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said accused (1) Ajit, (2) Kaushal has
absconded (or is concealing themselves to avoid the service of said
warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that (1) Ajit, (2) Kaushal in
FIR No. 80012067/2026 U/s 305(C)/324(1)/317(2)/3(5) Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, PS Tilak Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before
this court to answer the said complaint on or before 08.07.2026.

Shri Vi

Judicial Magistrate First Class
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

By order
kas Madaan
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Tender Notice Ho. PCMM/GENLITPI2026/13
The: Principal Chiel Matenals Manager, Soulh Eastern Railway, Hd, Ors. Ofice (Bth
Fiooe), Mew admenisteative Bullding, 11, Garden Reach Road, Kolkata-FO0043 for and
on behall of the President of India Invites open E-tenders which have been uploaded
an webaide www. reps. gowvin as follows. All the tendars will be Closed at 1400 hra

Closing [
Date

100726
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160728
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Brief Description iy, fin Az}
Get of Plns & Bushes for
Brake Rigging of WAPY| 229 58t  2.09.480/-
_LD-:.'-‘{!E- | |
SECandRry Sping 8,81, 02
PUSH-PLLL ROD |
[TRACTION BAR) el | 184 Nos, _ 1.03.3500 |
| Gear Case Assambly lor
S Pl e e 280 Set. | 365520
ARLE BOX BEARING
(CRU150) atc. 1040 Mos. 553,610/
Axbe box compeete withowt| -,
bearings etc. 713 Nas. | 6.55.370-
Main comprassor (Ol
Lubricated) including 20 Mos 235,350/
mofor aic
Selof Kitfor EP Relay vatve, | 1482 Sel. 17,30,100/ |
Setof Labyrinth Ring &tc, 300 Sed 6,11 550y
AOH Malntenance Schedule| |
of W32 Tap Changer, it B
SET OF WIPER ARM ,
ASSEMBLYCOMPLETE. | 922 Set. | 247570k
Chvarhauling kit Tor LEU, | | :
ControlPartion. sl v
Crverhauling kit fos LREL 100 Sat. | 4,838,570
Sl of cleaning chemicals for
operation of mechanized| &0 Set. 3.10.530/-
|landry gic, [ |
Running Contract/Price | Shunt=4000
Agreement for supply of| Nos. Roule
Subsidiary LED {Shunf, | 5000 Nos. 13,32, 6000- |
Route & Calling on) etc Cialling on
. | =1500 Mas. .
FORTABLE LED LIGHT A /
3 x 400 Sq. mm, 18/33 KV
Grade (Earthed System), HT, | 4700 ber, | 3322800 |
| 1118 LOrS Povvar Liabk ste. | ! .
EEI:G SIGHNAL DETOMNATING 47000 Nos. | 376 980/
'Supply of Brushless| - _
Sensoriess DT Railway| 3030 Mos. | 1,98 480/
Carrlage Fan ete
Supply of CONMDEMSER
FAN MOTOR FOR EQG-| 1310 Nos.  1,69.380/-
LHB COACHES &l _ |
Batlery luse Box posilive|
poajate: | TR MO
SECONDARY WERTICAL : .
DAMBER slc . ET00 Mos _ 303,850
Secondary Spring for LHE A
Coaches (outerjete. | #30 N5 | 2323200
Secondary Spring for LHE ;
| Coaches {Innar) sic. _ 278 Nas, | 1,158,904 _
Compressed Cooygen Gas| 312364 |
e | LM, .2'21'16:]{ .
FOG SIGNAL DETONATING | 47000 Mos: | 3,76.9801-
Supply of HT 6.3511Kv, | |
three core XLPE |5] marked | 4000 MTHE.  1,01.4800-
jcableetc. |
CONTACTOR 3 POLE, 16
ARP CAPACITY SUITABLE | 3978 Mos. | 1.01.210/
efc.
'Suuply of Traction .
Transformer Complets with 01 Nps, | 149800/
|SCCOTIO0NEE e I |
£.0 JENLEIN Y2 IR | i0ng eS| 1T

a0 | 42251597 | 11006126

published theraafter.
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1| ercig | urehei| S-55 & 65 4"%6" 1 =500 | % | wmem
gk (RTatr) 5"x7" 10.000 | f5Tetr 3am=
6"x9" AR
7"x9" 3TelTg
8"x10"
2 hTel Afe=T 3 200 ST
3 -2 99-B¢
4 Tfep s (TTeT) 47.5x38.5x20Cm.
B/~
(G FAR)
oo Sem Stftrenrd
I |
S. E. RAILWAY E- TENDER

LIGHT WITH FITTINGS.

Interested tenderers may wisit weabsite www.ireps.gowv.in for full
DatailsiDescriptiondSpecification of the tenders: and submil their Bids onlne. In no
wase manual tenders for these ilems will be accepted. N.B: Prospective Bidders may
recpularty visil wenwsireps.gov.in 1o participate in-all pther tenders & any Comgendum

Dated: 1305/2026

{PR- 198)

New Delhi
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':Hm‘m'j; :r;gl:; Ergmim | abinie T SALUTE THE SOLDIER

FrgTE (e feumg

Water Resources Department e 2 . e o WaW we fm (Frer) LIEUTENANT KANAD BHATTACHARYA, SM
[Email Id, ; bagmatidivistonsheohar@gmail.com] i 06 AUG 1974 - 21 MAY 1999
Office of the Executive Engineer, AR B ATV T HE—02 / 200627 EED'FID BN 6l m SS-37818M Lieut t Kanad Bhattach S

: R . . : " o - ieutenant Kana attacharya, Sena

R— Foog Enntr?_l Divislon, Eeg.m?mi Al WETET W RE Flell @ W WEae e SEa dE & W T a6 2006 F 2 PO §-212, %fH-T, Medal (Posthumous) laid down his life while fighting

-l - eefabyg Smpmat com, Mottle Nov7aessed edt] 1 FRE B ST AT # S & o Sy i-H'H-IH"I TR e F [Fotfla 15,24 T i’ﬁa-ﬂm Wil |against in truders in North Eastern Ridge near Tiger

Quotation No.- 01Q/2026-27 52 57 T Arg METE, ST IET 99 ST TS e TS UF ST A ATl e, e A .'_ Hill during "OPERATION VIJAY (KARGIL)". In the

Short term emergent Notice for Quotation invitation for Flood Ambulance forat am, aneg, fg, Siodio ey Somiis & T AoTgel ol TEdT Haraed o ol d d8 Sayad ffeer e Ho: m,;luigmidarfﬁﬁ Ul true traditions of the Indian Army, Lieutenant Kanad

L G Wt Y S, ; = & - = | AR P, T L, Wi 1. >

Letter No 760 /Begusaral w." qnn'-_ft_-._ T ';"!Tf*: YT BT 0 AR STHIee 79 TV Ueuie aey | Faey, wees ﬁ Farf Bhattacharya displayed exemplary bravery, courage and leadership of

\ Ul BT (7] TR W E e — = bl highest order in the face of the enemy and made the supreme sacrifice.

Sealed quotation |s invited from the service provider for the procurement of working and 1. frgem Tefe R wet BhTe o @ & Lieutenant Kanad Bhattacharya will always be remembered and missed

Wit el taiec LAHIE] 70 Foad VinbNance Wit A6 nos MU S DENCTBANE THOLNLRY, on CHiger (F) FFRE 35 HP & 7= Construction of Zonal Office underl by a]] of us in the Army Ordnance Corps for his supreme sacrifice and
with sufficient lighting arrangement on hire basis for the period from 01.06.2026 t0 31.10.2026 to (=) s wEr s 2KV CMVNY. Scheme in Nagar Nigam gallant act

! [ ankment. 4 - - P Py & Fmim . .
ke deployed on the following Embankment () Em 1w, T o g e Bl mee F9 0 8 sop Watt T 4 =2 TH GarE Meerut at Distt.-Meoerut (ULP.) & =5 Director General of Ordnance Service & Colonel Commandant

(i)  Munger Embankment (KM 0.00 to 20.00) T g a0 firew wan e wlie | SFTAIET ST 30 825,79 i ilhil and all ranks of the Army Ordnance Corps
fiiy  Kasba Roopnagar Embankment, (KM 0.00 to 7.80) ()  HoET 06 A5 el Ve 38 ﬂ_ﬂ ki T{EFJ o #UL'TE
\ i '.-'.Jql o B SR arafe e w3 o vl Sl Y ey & A # aufEe =l ¥ was e 2 INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE (ITBP)
liii} Kasba Roopnagar to Gupta Embankment. (KM 0.00 to 7.17) " R BTk e b4 | ‘Tfﬁﬁ FAa T R 04 08 2008 Asstt. Sub Inspector 21 MAY, 2026
(v}  Gupta Embankment. (KM 0.00 to 14.00) () i ; o T 15:00 79 7 §-FTaEN SnATEE Raj Kumar ~ |ITBP salutes its braveheart Asstt.
_ {7} T o i :
v)  Gupta Lakhminia Embankment, (KM 0.00 to 19.40 i o A & | e P ey §- e H No.- Sub-Inspector Raj Kumar of 21th
) Euph i oy ;Mﬂm i ’ 2. wEEE Wit A R 20.05.2026 9 3.06.2026 wm smrEa 3:00 w9 9% oo S e 1-3-—”-[5 fuk 0 Sride o oB/99831  |Battalion, who made the supreme
M.] e .Drsama misniment | A 3. WICE W W] WA (- P S, A e, Ree /e aie, T FEE | e gen wdy @ #E-procure Shivaji Nagar  |sacrifice in the line of duty on this
Wi = BgatBuaRSERANIEERNRSTREIL LR 00-cc0-20) stsir Sl | ment TS hitps:llatender.up.niz.in Colony ~ |day in Jammu & Kashmir in 2023.
(viil) Left Budhl GandakEmbankmen (KM 0.00 to 34.20) 4 wrew wee o U = F=1i—0a.06 2028 FNTES 03:30 T | A/ EEAAE B oo owwg Eouen Distt.- Saharanpur
(i) Bisaua Zamindari Bundh (KM 0.00 to 12.90) 5 T AR A A e & e 9eE U R e we § W o e | 14 frfaen fieie 04062026 W ATORRE (Uttar Pradesh)
As per requirement the machine may be moved/deployed at any vulnerable point under o FraTas A 1630 T0 HIOTTS fuﬁﬂ. eTc—07. BORDER SECURITY FORCE
the Jurisdiction af this Division. The Flood Ambulance will be used in Fiood Fighting Work at side in arTadT yHeEd. Praee 0M0 “"é'; fﬁ'f_”- AR N R 1]
right whenever & wherever thers is urgency. Theretore the service pravider or representative will . i " T L ey ' B LECE) IR R e T O T ﬁ
have to be present atsite. S T www.state. bilar. gow.in/prdbihar T ¥ Sl 1 SR B 10,000.00 + GST @ 18% arferfaer 4 g Faow'.
1.  Dateandplace of submission of quotation- PR. No. 003721 (WRD) 2026-27 FafasT & et fawge fagem frr =
; ; Gt -ﬂHrIq_ www odsupin.ong Ty - |
Seated Cluotation and .':n;mmna!'n',.-rng document .must !JE' submitted on or .I:r-F:l.:Elr'F_" e 9ee hitps:/etander.up. - XN .!-
29.05.2026 up to 300 PM at office of the Executive Engineer, Flood Control Division, nicin % aTeE 8| HEE ?LE& e
Begusaral / E-LtpEflll'[I:.*n-dlr‘tE: Engineer, Flood Controal Circle, H:ha.g?uf-.a and Ehmf.Ertgu-.ur_-er. (Corrigendum) htlps.//etender.up ’ .
Flood Control and Drainage, Water Resources Department, Samastipur. All quotation will be - nicin 9 9 smETe TRl i e SHR CPANT AC HC RANBIR HC KRISHAN NAIK KEDAR
opened onsamedayi.e 29,05 2026 at 3:30FPM at the respective offices. 3 Ge *—-I'-”ﬂ‘-h GTﬁ:I =T 'Ll'*i‘t-ltfﬂ"ﬂ-fl eI # wif wwEem a8 FEm 09.12.1945- SINGH CHAND SINGH
2, Executive Engineer, Flood Control Division, Begusaral reserves the right to accept or reject ﬁ AT | MiETETel = 5w S o 21.05.1997 22.02.1955- 04.03.1961- 23.12.1948 -
any guotation orwhole process without assigning any reason what =0 ever. m w?:'ﬁ !IGI q qi ! a E # i 9 ga qewEe @ THE-IEE I 21.05.1997 21.05.1997 21.05.1997
3 Additional information may be obtained in the office of the Executive Engineer, Flood E-mail: wwdwﬁmnz[}l&@gmau com A T | 3
Contral Division, Begusarai. Maobile Ko-7463889799 / Superintending Engineer, Flood :HWE‘?F‘I 2 ‘... -1._'
ﬂ’jléﬁlq STHA] L5 Rl ll.l -
Control Circle, Khagaria on amy working day between 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. :FFD 02/2026—27 ki -
s Va1 YS9 S9N @ 6 Uad oeiieY Tieey diee @ Wil NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY A ;
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, a1 Y 2026 B SR dedy B YRend HEaEd Tges g Bey Open E-Tender Notice = s hell v P’
FLOOD CONTROL DIVISION, BEGUSARA I W # AT qaieTd A — e s, ag FeiE geee, geetge | | DVl Bly. Manager, NW. Railway, \ L :- ; L ¢
This infarmation is available on www.state, bihargov.in/prdbihar also AT W § 2O @ W YIean Weiey Sy dTe o e AT M 2026 % §i aewg a | | JaIPur for and on ':'E“aﬂ of Fresident | - I™CTRATTAN | |CT SHOBNATH CT RAJIV CT DULAL
. TRET Fe] P AT 9 W 2, FreeT ST Rt sty amErn | sty S w:' e |24 e Oper E-18naervor tha SINGH PRASAD, PMG KUMAR CHANDRA
o] : : . — O 3 1 e e e B M 1 i | B e O e M e e ,::gﬂ:;:f:fﬂ::: :E'E;Sﬁ%’:ﬂ:‘: 1‘.-1r 12.07.1968- | | 27.02.1965 - | | 01.01.1972- ROY
(48R 4 YR1Y 61 99N, f9@ vd Uga 3dy ) worEd] Y W gt | o U a9t s el a4 24 6 4UR v ._a’nﬂ I{d ey L 21.05.1997 21.05.1997 21.05.1997 2261'%)15-11996997‘
=0 wafira e 39 FaY U9 oo B, ATd WeTwTy T e e e e e ATl O ST YT S | atee U0 Benad e wwn et afE— JP.-2026-27-46 DEN/E 5&“&”._ T
rol 3 ] g‘-ﬂ' o1— 15545 ZIT 1800 345 6268 1. - Provision of UPVC windows with
(@) daet— 35 HP &1 =7 (Fam-1 9 Uid @ & @wed o faa 2191 =mey ) toughened glass in Relay room for
() gTE e T e 02 KV, effactive functioning of Air
Water Resources Department (1) Eirar— e o T oo ferh 9 g B9 9 wn 500 Watt %1 04 3, v SOREYHONSS- APRECE oM of mrhf
e e ¥ o Rs. 14818050.10/-; Earnest money: 1 i\
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, W NI B 'ﬁ'ﬂ*'f?g—'* e Rs. 296400.00- 2. Name of work fetm " \
e o o
Email ID-eefloodanddrainagedivlialganj@gmail.com . Mobile- 7463889918 ﬁ:‘ -*r-]gﬂ"l?'l r::i' with location: ENGG-JP-2026-27- CT/DVR HC RAGHUBIR CT MOOL
- ; Gy ol _ 47 Long haul loop line at Amiya
uotation No--01/2026-2027 4, e wifty o frfn— 27,05.2026 T 30,05.2026 HHE SFERTET 0300 9 7 | station on Jaipur-Bandikui section Jggﬁffglggl ?)IlN(%Higggcf 20C(I)1Ai\]9%8-
SHORT TIME NOTICE FOR QUOTATION 5. T W 1 WIT— STers S, ars = uees, Jorrewgy / arierm afdr @@ | | Approx Cost of work: RAs. 21.05.1997 21.05.1997 21.05.1997
INVITATION FOR FLOOD AMBULANCE T O e i"Eﬁl ;' 1._91!' IT"CI” o, TPy | E;;Eat?ﬂﬁas iﬂr"“‘i‘fm"?ﬁ; Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its
e : . : &, HICE led g HHE~ [o+iF 30.05.2026 =T 03:30 T | /-; 3. Name of wor : :
Office inviting quotation :- Executive Engineer, FLOOD 7. Free TR e @ e ““ﬁ“ﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁm e S . e |h Gt e gilll;rllt gill;:ierr si};g i %&;EgnAé:hirﬁ J;v;fkn; é{deaardsci:r?gn}ft:rtiéesé (};{Iéllil';l;]l)elz
CONTROL AND DRAINAGE DIVISION, LALGANI . . . . Division:- Reconditioning and various i . :
St - : . : faferen 9t fawega wr=@d_state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar 9 urs # o\ # : . Shobnath Prasad, Rattan Singh, Rajiv Kumar, Dulal Chandra, Mool
aled Quaotation is invited from the service provider for the procurement of working and type P Way maintenance work under Chand and Constable/ Driver Jugraj Singh on their Balidan Diwas. On
well maintained 1{one) no Flood Ambulance with 06 Nos labors, Generator mounted on ?ﬁﬁ!i'lil'l?-liﬁ afra DEN/E Section. Apprex Cost of |  this day, they sustained fatal bullet injuries while fighting militants in
Camper with sufficient lighting arrgngement on hire basis for the period from 15Ju.n-EDEE. to PR- 003714 | WRD ) 2026-27 a'[afﬁ'q—:[u] HHUSH, HOrhYY work: As. 14603148.31/-. Earnest Khongjom area, Thoubal, Manipur and made ultimate sacrifice in the
31 Oct-2026 tobe Deployed on Tirhut Embankment{km &.00 TO B3.40) and Manivarpur to . : : , : - n money: Bs. 292100.00/-; 4. Name of line of duty.
Kharagpur {0.00 km to 5.00 km) of left Channel of left Edge of river Ganga. As per 91 ¥ 994 & ® U '{!’[ GLCIES ?iﬁ Hhad AW 9NaN 9 99| work with location: ENGG-JP-2026- CONSTABLE RAJPAL
reguirement the machine may be moved/deployed at any vulnerable point under the 27-49 ADEN-FL Sub Division:- ﬁ 23.02.1965 - 21.05.2005
lurisdiction of this Division. The Flood Ambulance will be used in flood fighting work at site Miscellanaous Civil Work at Phulera _ ¥ |Director General and all Ranks of Border Security
in night whenever & wherever there is urgency, Therefore, the service provider or 1 | Station. Approx Cost of work: RAs. - i Force remember its gallant Jawan Constable Rajpal on
representative will have ta be present at site. 'hé i Water Resources DEpﬂrtment 7933557.39/- Earnest money: e = |his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he made supreme
1. 5pecification of Flood Ambulance e . ; z Rs. 1587 -1 Detail i ilabl § 7 ; ; ; ;
ti“_]:hﬂur_nﬁ Nos Eﬁh' - 3 Office of the Executive Engineer, D:I Nﬁ"i?-'g?;f:bﬁ:te 1.:?:::': ;:E;;Iz-:l:ilf ﬁggﬁfl‘zy‘;"hﬂe on operational duty in Jowai area,
: 0 _I . - - : . = r + 7 .
(il) Camper. SovL. of Bibar Flood Control Division, Begusarai and Notice Board in WA section, DRM CONSTABLE MAHENDER PAL SINGH YADAV
(iii) Generator 5KVA mounted on Camper. E-mail ID - eefedbgsi@gmail com, Mobile No -7463889799 Office, NWR/Jaipur. 2 Tender No Q 10.10.1968-21.05.1996
{iv) Flood light S0watt 3 Nos [2 Mos Fived with Camper &1 No Movable up to 25M]) Quutatinn No.- ng EZUZE-Z? ENGG-JP-2026-27-46 & 49 is 1o be Director General and all Ranks of Border Security
(vl Generator Operator 01 No. closed on 10.06.2026 at 15:00 hrs : i
& . I ; i - *h..,_fl Force remember its gallant Jawan Constable
v} Campar Driver 01 No. Short term emergent Notice of Quotation l"“ltaﬂ_ﬂﬂ_fﬂ and opened on 10.06.2026 at 16.00 w/ h 'q.-.-' Mahender Pal Singh Yadav on his Balidan Diwas. On
(wil) Service prowider should quote the rate for following two conditions for one machine, " hte. 3 Tender Mo ENGG-JP-2026-27- " this dav. he sustained fatal injuries in a erenade
(a} In ldle condition Rate- (A RS inepBE ROUE Tyre Mﬂ”ﬂtEd Hydraulic Excavator(J).C.B.) ek B e dicaaniianse 11 | attack %riggere 4 by militants i rf Shopian arga’ g
{b) During working period Rate- (B}Rs......................per hour Letter No761 [Beguisarai, _ al 16:00 hre and apened en| and made ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
iHatn% should be II'|II|L.L5I'I.I'E of ma::hme operator, Hhatass. .Fuel and all other types of P.O.L Sealad quotation is Invited from the service provider for the procurement or working 10.06.2028at 16.30 M5, T47-AMIZE CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
;ecém:ed hzrr:':awzfrklnlf uf n'n_achcl':e. Ettc-.att_l'ﬁarges & including all taxes). and well maintained Tyre mounted hydraulic excavator on hire charge basis for the | [P ETEEEES T HTE Veer Balidani |DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
Srtemenibind poarkitbl ol Bt el oo _ period Flood 2026 on the following Embankment. Constable |tribute to Constable Vishwanath Singh
Sealed Quotation and accompanying document must be submitted on or before 30.05.2026 _ .

: : (i} Bisaua Zamindari Bundh (KM 0.00to0 12.90) Vishwanath |Yadav of 38 Bn, who made the supreme
up to 3:00 PM at office of the Executive Engineer, FLOOD CONTROL AND DRAINAGE i : " " Sineh Yad sacrifice while bravely combating
DIVISION, LALGANI/Superintending Engineer, FLOOD CONTROL AND DRAINAGE Circle, (i) Gupta Lakhminia Embankment. (KM 4.50 to 5.50) IMPORTANT 8 Bn | |Naxalites in West Bengal on 21 May
Pduzaffarpur and Chief Engineer, Flood Control and Dralnage, Water Resources Department, (iii} SanhaGorgama Embankment (KM 0.00 to 2.00) 17-01-1946 To|1975. #CRPF salutes the braveheart
M“Hﬁt?’p“tr_‘m” Quotatior Wil bE.ORenME BV AME ) Ll 050 R et g0 P AL the Where ever and when ever required under divisional jurisdication of Begusarai on | | \Whilst care is taken prior to 21-05-1975 |and pledges never to let his sacrifice go
respective offices. P T : . i vain.

5. Executive Engineer, FLOOD CONTROL AMD DRAINAGE DIVISION, LALGAMNIreserves the Sy Efanffa IR Bﬁgu:'aarah.Thewre meshted h\,‘dr?ullcexcavat_ﬂr ol — accep’[ance Of advertising Veer Balidani |PG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
right to accept or reject any quotation or whole process without assigning any reason what flood fighting at the above mentioned Embankment during day or night whenever & % . . ee Hez;d a I et Hond Constable Kaina Rao of
SDEVEr _ : : _ wherever required in urgency. Therefore, the service provider will have to be ready all Copy, |’[ IS no’[ pOSSIb|e tovenfy Constable |1 BN, who made the supreme sacrifice
&. Additional information may be obtained in the office of the Executive Engineer, FLOOD the time at site with machine, operator, khalasi & fuel etc. t t t Th | d Karina Rao |While performing anti-riot duty in
CONTROL AND DRAINAGE DIVISION, LALGANI, Mobile No-7463889918/Superintending 1. Date of submission of quotation as on 29.05.2026 p to 3.00 PM I1S contents. 1ne Indian 1 Bn present-day Himachal Pradesh on 21
Engineer, FLOOD CONTROL AND DRAINAGE Circle, Muzaffarpur on any working day ey iR ; P E P |_ ' d May 1948, during the turbulent
between 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. i) ﬁizla“ Ulf 5“:'-”'_55'“” Erq"flt:aimn "':g_u T”T'Eﬂ B”:E Ht::ur_]l XpreSS ( ) |m|te CannOt post -Partition period. #CRPF salutes the braveheart and pledges never
For further details please visit . www.state.bihar.gowv.in/prdbihar secutive Engineer, Flood Control Division, Begusaral, - to let his sacrifice go in vain.
. i e el s | | be held responsible for such 8
xecutive Engineer, (i1} Superintending Engineer, Flood Control Circle, Khagaria.
FLOOD CONTROL AND DRAINAGE (iii) Chief Engineer, Flood Control & Drainage, Water Resources Department, contents, nor for any loss or
5 . LALGA! 5 Hour .
e s — . et amastipur: | | | damageincurredasaresuttof
T2 &l & T g 99HR, qﬁ Hhed 3R IR | WR| 3. The undersigned has right of removal of above machine from site even during , , , - - — —
Agreemented period: transactions with companies, Dakshin Gujarat Vij Company Limited
T Type— @ Workwilheated o tesenvieproiderwhose evuatoncostvethetowss. | | associations o ndividuals | | SRl o
s For further details please visit : www,state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar PR N. V. Road, Kapodara Char Rasta, Surat 395 ooé GUJARAT
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT & www.wrdbihar.gov.in (g, Rajiv Kumar Chaudhary) aavertisinginitsnewspapers | [ DBVCL | ., " 0261) 2506212 | 7ol Free No. 19123 (or 1800 233 3003)
Office of The Executive Engineer (Mech.), EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, or Publications. We therefore Tender Notice
Irrigation Mechanical Division, Birpur PR-003716 ( WRD ) 2026-27 FLOOD CONTROL DIVISION, BEGUSARAI recommend that readers Tender details are put up on www.dgvcl.com (for view and download
E-mail ID:- imdbirpur@®gmail.com T'I'E':l 12[ EEF‘E 1 F TH _E?J 9UER, 58 W -ﬂ—ﬁr qﬁw ?-[ | . - tender QOcuments) and _htt.ps://tender.nprocure.com (for view, download
Re-Short Notice Inviting Quotation No.-03/2026-27 make necessary INquiries | | and oniine tender submission).
(Through e-Quotationmode only — www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in) before Sending any monies Sr. No. Tender No.
DGVCL/SD&P/Umargam/202604 - Tender for Full
Guotation areinvited for Supply of different types of SKF make Bearing for Under Sluice Gate, i or en’[enng |n’[o any Turkey Contract forgS.LT_C of HT UG cable with Higz
Spillway Gate, Head Regulator Gates and thelir Hoisting Arrangement of Koshi Barrage, Birpur, Bihar, wridarers affirden o1 mratera . ) 1 rated TC & RMU at GIDC Area, Umargam, Dist.-Valsad
1. Details of Bearing : - grdter sl fasm, @ gaves geneeeqe qdf-2 agreements with advertisers (Gujarat) in A.LL-S.I. Scheme of Estimated Cost Rs.
Bld e == = FHEAT —= i : - .
S Cot of S, L I ._-"!-’If"iﬂ'JT'.rEI T ST JEAT — ; " or Otherw|se actlng on an 61.49 Cr for FY 2026-27. Tender ID No: 305142
M " | Quotation fe i’; . O/ T O TR T W A ] R, v g, qanev -2 & o S ' : Note: Bidders may visit the above website/s for regular updates till
oty | TerminRs [ 5 BT wea, feE el T UEE @ @ aeuon vd owel o wm weme #g Rwis—| | advertisement in any 10 of the tend CE (SD&P). DGVCL. Surat
& Estimated .:;::thr:r {nan- Teﬂl::::]l:_ble:l T of 25.05.2026 ¥ 01,06 2026 T 300 T AIETE T ge wn g b _c.a.-.‘[;‘ B Tﬂ:—'ﬁ‘iﬁ'ﬂ affiram, opening of e tenders. ( ) , urar.
Ho,| ~Descripionotatertal | Quandy | Cost | Ll | refumdoble Gl e T A fErAT, T e, ATEE o O —a20 fEie—06.09 2026 BT T @ o &g =mas | | Manner whatsoever.
fnLakh) | = itiine | POYMANE | onlin 12 wo/Kg Frefr @ | aasgam svewm g dle sl 2 =ges i Sud-399159.00 =4 2|
maode ”;':I:i“ mode) in it 47 s 4 e - ST, WT T T, T S JATETE G AAian 5 AT @l
(in Lakh) | othyh favour of el 3 T B O T L e = e 0 3 i TR e s o e B 14
 — -l | Baftoa; SV (e H ST (ST Sl 5 Srer S e, (G- 01.06,2026 H1 330 79 SIS HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED
1 SKF Bearing No.- 6217/C3 | A0 Nos. | W ETEETTETE @ wH e S W | e A aru e aenl germege e | aieg e ' L ‘A Si t- Gavt. Undertaking' -
Wi Pulley AL | | arrie Construction of RCC Bridge over Lakhandei River at Basua o7 9@y £ PRATIRPI SRS SRS
2. | SKFBearingNo.-23130 | 25Nas st @ Ft g - Construction of RCC Bridge over Lakhandei River at Basua * NOTICE INVITING TENDER*
/W33 (U/5 Gates Roller) - = ' {e- Tendering Mode only)
3. | SKFBearingMo.-22318E | 15Nes. | Within 5. | i | ; Rate | Weight | Value on the Books e San
1Ufs -flape Drum| ) | 01 {One} Mo, | b | Qry Unit | “qg] [ Rate "_L:.I-;‘_I-n_t"_ Oaline tender (Two part bid) are invited for the supply of followmg item (s}, on the preseribed form (Tender Documients).
% | SKF Bearing No. 3131BE | 50Hos | 173 46960 147 10,000,00 345000 | H.IF'I;:;I'I i _ MS Pile 100 mm dia (4"} ' 22.00 {'l-_l 4|} 1413 HIZI 12EI':| Tz 1?'15'!:‘ oo The S, End LJ;-::q.:q e '.mn.'-.a.‘-nj' submission :!J'u.l |:|-1'|-|."|'|1|:|_‘|._! of Techno f'mull'u;-l'-;;i.ﬂ Ihu.l_.nf'n;ln;?r:-r nre EI:’-G per detail [:1.\--::|
I (5/'W -Fopa Drum) e | Awarding ER S Pile 125 mm dia 2 (5" ' 1 J’E o0 | B540 | 510120 12.00 | T 11:.! o below. The Detatled Tender Notice. b:mm- and conditions along with tender documents can be viewed | downloaded from
5; SKF Bearing Ma.- 3222207 B} Mo | _:_I- €l Screw 125 mm dia '5|.-||_T | 12 ﬂﬁﬂ_.m | 5“_‘:‘_':':"} 1:? -_':]_I}__ % 54,200.00 website hitpsi/www. hplenders.gov.in
| (SW-GatesFolter) | . 4 CiScrew 100mmdiaMSPlle | 4 | 35000 | 143600 | 1200 | %17,232.00 e, | Bond Fresertpeinn of Hems L :‘_ml- "I'c:rmlr r: e e deki A knud-lu;; Timy l}rne-!anl'l'nn-r
6. | SKFBearing No-6218/C3 | 50 Mos . | PileCaptosult 125 mmdia M5 | ' 12.00 e ) T | i | e | eeeen | ket | kit | ey
il (For 5.8.L.) _ | . . Plle | 1 il : 1058.00 . *13,056.00 ksl | e Il:l'::_ "“::"IM L'mnu
2, Date of issue of Notice Inviting Quotation - Date 15.05.2026 b Main Girder {360.x 150mm} | 132.00 | 10250 | 13530.00 1200 | %1,62,260.00 ’”“::_'I"":"" ,,:::::,',:.
T Ty frm R
1. Period of Downloading & Uploading of .. From date 26.05.2026 To 30.05.2026 at 3.00 PM 7 Cross Girder (360 x 150mm) | &0. IIIIII 10350 | 6210.00 | 1200 % 74,520.00 - : - - —1— — 1 "HI : ——— — ———
|:I:IJIZI1:-E|tiI.'.'I'| [I:I!"-|'|I' ori wabicite: W Epfﬂﬂz.hlh ar.gt:--.-'.in ] |— % Anle & — 1 oh | 5 [ I|I|I;::|.r 1 Iltrf'!a‘rl. |II'-:::M _:l.-.l;r::l-u Irllul.;'.lnh. I|'|."-::;:I: I_\,I_I:I 19, I |7 21 A8dndn |||_,:.:. I..:I.:_.Ilp:lr,.: | “I,I,I;.|"::I|::.:'_:-,ﬁh| ki 1I ;"Tr: :‘..'.-‘ .
_ _ _ & p 28200 380 | 107160 | ° %12 855.00 & 17 M '
4. Time, date and pisceof Pro-Bid Meeting - Date Z7.05.2026 at 3.00 BM. office of the {S0mmxSommBmm) | R L | Couatd — - il sure | 117 e - T 01 OA 2038 .
Chief Engineer {Mechanical) Water Resouwrces g | MiS Clamp &mm | 0.011 | 7850.00 | 8535 12.00 T1,03600 ) l:l;[m-r .:::::"ur::“n“ = I iy I - T e 1000 A M |.u-.--il;ll':=-’.lxlrr|| w1130 AM)
Pepgartment Behar, Patna fE i a . l i | .12 (i) f i % ORI R Ml e som ANV LT wee | 140 9E30 A0 |7 2 04 3035 B | 1 1 11 A 20 | o 1, Bk
10 | Tough Flate 33'x4' (6"x6mm) 0.792 | 785000 | 6217.20 | 12 T 74,606.00 . : Fiag ; s T Wi e
5. Time and Date of Opening Quotation i+ Date 01.06.2026 at 3.30 PM onby on website: : i e ",',f,.,::; ':.T,,,.',I,::,., :.I,,:d!,,,_"_m_',l,'.',':.': - I | o\ AR
www.eproc? bihargowin Total 41573.15 % 4,58,949.00 ennfleming  D5-TO Parkd/1988 (with |
6.. Period of Quotation Validity = 120 Days Less for rusted condition 20% of above material 831583 ¥ 90, 790,00 e :::\:;::.".I I'I'.Ir':-: i m- - I T — —— ——
7. Officer Inviting Cluotation - Executive Enginesr {Machanical] Irrigation Mechanical Net weight (Kg} 33263.32 S R e Gl S T | s {fsmes NN A M [Tl DERIEE AWML [l K200 10 )
Division, Blrpur Mob 8210141033 Tatal Amount % 3,99,159.00 e I-;:.. T |Iu1 — T - o e e —
- 5, - - i ¥ winea i LER T Ll | re r | ¥ = | X TR L L el T v KA il Iy, S
4. For detailed information quotationer can visit website wwwi eproc2 bihargovin and SRS A, BUI00E | Trwsalumsmt Dl packod @ unnavmimnihe | 41 s e 10096 AR [t D000 A |os K030 M)
wwwwrd blha F-E{I".f.'ll"- FH- Hﬂ uug?n_? [chj IDIE-I.T ET'rﬁ-nl m-éﬁzumﬁﬁ. l. ] ||:II\lp |:.:I I:..:: ‘J" ilrhl-lw'. 1.-:.-\._ g e baie W |I-I'.I..I-|I||-"P.|:-| :|.-|. '. II..':-.. I-.I--'.l' .:.|-::-'|-. -.'. |._--| :;;w-.n F ;I| THy ||..:'|. .I ;Iill I;.l
For further details please visit website state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar - = : = | ez | s i M (frewn 10000 A M) ([ MR A M) o 1130 A M) |
Executive Engineer (Mech.), firem AR www.state bihar.gov.in/prdbihar % gra & on awi & Chief Enginver (MM),
PR- 003646 (WR D} 2026-27 ] Irrigation Mechanical Division, Birpur IR AT A Bl vu.3TE. Al 3rgar dis Eri'i‘la 291 A 9IS T al geed HPSER Lid, Vidyat Bhawin,
T Bl AR, FAIE I FI TRAR Mob. No.-8210141033 st rreiesd ik b
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*CROSSWORD

5994

8

_

10 11
12 13 14 15
16
17 18 15 20
22
ACROSS DOWN
1Emergency flight (4,6) 2 Tidy — as amonk will be (2,5)

8 A picking-up point (5)
9 One hears about a murder (7)
10 A partthat can’t be matched (7)

11 Shrink from hunting
initially with wild boar
about (5)

12 There’s copy in the
southeast for a writer (6)

14 Hibernating snake wrapped
around shelter (6)

17 Intriguing little party (5)

19 Removed the soap from a
small restaurant (7)

21 What any thug might be? (7)
22 Happen to come to mind (5)

23 Pleasetryanewoneata
time (10)

3 Unusual glee about a good
golf'score (5)

4 Slim elves play around
the square (6)

5 High lines to take (7)
6 Terminal heart trouble (5)

7 Piece of rough material that
could be smoother (5,5)

8 Not having a good time he
was easily beaten (4,6)

13 He may call for you at an
American hotel (7)

15 Latch that is made right (7)
16 Not a dropout of course (6)
18 Music of the Depression? (5)

20 Around or a series of
rounds? (5)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5993 ACROSS: 1Repast, 4 Sitter, 9 Open-air, 10
April, 11 Eaten, 12 Eyesore, 13 Nothing left, 18 Notable, 20 Baker, 22 China, 23
Shrinks, 24 Skewer, 25 Player DOWN: 1Rhodes, 2 Pleat, 3 Staunch, 5 Irate, 6
Turn off, 7 Roller, 8 Free-and-easy, 14 Outside, 15 Liberal, 16 Snacks, 17 Eraser,

19 Brace, 21Kinky.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective squares below.
Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

To be wholly devoted to some intellectual exercise is to have _

in__.-Robert Louis Stevenson (9,.,4)
PVEEE HIPCCU
KEILS ELUDDF

““’ “
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UOSUBAB]S SIN0T 1480y - "8)1] Ul papaadons
aABY 01 S 9S1019X3 |EN103||91UI WS 03 Pa1oAap Ajloym 8 o] *YIMSNY
9|ppn4 ‘dnddIH ‘s 9A83d :SNOILNTOS

e OVERTHE HEDGE
WHAT IS IT WITH SHORT TERM, YOU KILL MIN
HUMANS AND IT'S VERY Cf rrcffil. muaEé‘,'..
WAR?Z EMOTIONALLY

\\ SATISFYING.

BY MICHAEL FRY & T LEWIS
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g
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BY BILL WATTERSON

= Tl dopfieworeTheirpaisn is) Arcssas Lichies Saaimgroe

WHATS THIS?

11
RELEASE THE
oTHER TOYS | | M G6LAD
IMMEDIATELY OR | § | PICKED
Z_ WE'LL SLE You! |z |THE "LAWYER
/’L, o g i RGEGT# TO
| FLAY WITH
i TODAY
= i
£
DIFFICULTY LEVEL 2s | <t [
INSTRUCTIONS 4 6 % 2\7/114|9|6]8 /53
.| et [T (8] 2] [3]| |8 [6]0]5]28]3]4/7]1
N 1to 9 must appear in Q|7 215 7 B 41317 5 11912186
o each of the nine vertical o !
©  columns, ineach ofthe T 2 4 318 a 0|5|611(7/413 8|2
H h 3 1 H 2 a = H " : a
= || it e | | 2| |[4][1]2]9]3]8[7[6]5
2= 3/8] |6 7| |9fl |=| |[7]3]8]5]6]2]|14]9
a DIFFICULTY LEVEL | | ?5 26 |: 32? 815 594
1s =V ; 2s = Easy;
3s-Medinmoas-mart; |[}21 7] 4] |3| | || (2] (|1/8({4]6/2|9]5/3|7
55 = Very Hard: 1 4 o|||s/6l9l3lal7]2]1]8
6s = Genius ! | |

é GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [ RN L= S

32001/249/2627

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER RENGALI HEAD

WORKS CIRCLE, SAMAL, AT/P.O. SAMAL BARRAGE
Dist: ANGUL, Odisha, PIN-759037 | Email ID -

seicsamall9@gmail.com

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE FOR
MECHANICAL WORK YEAR 2026-27

NIT 011/2026-27-C0; 1. Hame of

e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE No. ACE-RHWC-01/2026-27(On-line)

Rc.No.176/2026/C

TELANGANA GIRIJAN COOPERATIVE CORPRATION LTD
.' ,_" HYDERABAD DIVISIONAL OFFICE TGGCC LTD., ETURNAGARAM,
MULUGU DISTRICT, TELANGANA, PIN-506 165

NOTIFICATION FOR SALE OF MOHWA FLOWER (1783.33) Qtls

| AME OF WORM MOTICE TEMDER OFEM NG DATE | AMOUNT | B0 | WERSITE OF
nu. -:am.u:uu j CLOSIRG DATE |  [APPROE) THE BOUED nrm:n:.'l:urrm a
AUTH | M RUPEES CORP. [ RUTH DETAILS/EMATL Mo | BORRSCORP, KUTH CLOSTMG BUTE PO Co | KUTH CFFICER CONTACT
N EPER DETEYL G/ FMAT
. NP OF TILE TERRACING S0 MOVILING PARKING SHED [N THE OFFICE CAMAUES OF I%iI. 2606 e STEII
: . AEIVCIVIL WO DTSN PR SCRTPRT YT B Bt il e e
ANLRLL CRFHATIN, COMGTELICTION OF ASPIRATTONAL TOELET EAK RATL FIRE: [N .15 X ' ’ TR
- FEPAIR AT FAITIPGAACE G CTINTAGE RN BLILIING AFPECTED) DR O S5ER 1T J038 e 30 B o {713 ! ADHTAK RCIAT, MU TN (RE-CNEL) b 3% SARUG | ipchemimintct | enodskgmeon
- AT [SALIE AT [0 K0V ST, L, WS, AMIPAT S 100 el i bt el R
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www,etenders.hry.nic.in Mo, A5S0NKERY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : wosw harvanagprocuremeniogyin or wwwglendershoyniedn we asvowiiny

Dt:18.05.2026

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
1 [Name of work

2 ;Total No. of Package 01 (One) No of work.

“Construction of River Embankment and Sluice Works”.

'_3_|Tender Cost of Packages Approximately Rs. 486.56 Lakhs

[ 4 |Cost of Bid Document Rs 10,000.00 (On-line Payments)

5 |Bid Security Rs. 4,86,600/-

6 |Class of Contractor

A Class (Work list attached in the Bid documents)

7 :Period of Completion 11(eleven) calendar Months

8. bther details are as follows

Procurement Officer Availability of tender on-line for bidding
Additional Chief Engineer, Rengali From To
Head Works Circle, Samal 22.05.2026 06.06.2026
at 10.00 A.M upto 5.30 P.M

Date of opening of Technical Bid

08.06.2026
at 11.30A.M

9. email id:- seicsamall9@gmail.com

OIPR-25001/25182/1/26-27/0022

10. Further details conditions can be seen from the Government website www.tendersodisha.gov.in
11.  Any corrigendum/addendum/cancellation of tender to the above notice if any can be seen from the above website.

Sd/- Additional Chief Engineer Rengali Head Works Circle, Samal

<Ronge g fraeor fronr

areftaror 3Iferrear (TToUo-Uer),
St orad, fideser, JTorer

SH—fAfasT g faTi® : 18.05.2026

1. GEM/2026/B/7542456, ATUT LT AB Cable 1x16+1x25, HMET: 909.50
fdhotlo U A S BY, YU Yob M—Yob ERIS R To 5,17,600/—
o arueie oxe @ <ifaw fAafdr 09.06.2026 FHI 12:00 &9 TF |

2. GEM/2026/B/7542622, AT LT AB Cable 3x120+1x95+1x16 SQ MM,
HIAT 3,021.00 fdhoHlo Y [ S B, TUH Yoob [F—Yob eRIBR AR
To 1,4865,100/— IS emclie &=1 &I ifcH ffdr 09.06.2026 T
12:00 &1 TSP |

3. GEM/2026/B/7545954, 3T 0.81 mm- D.P.C. Alu. Winding Wire, HTAT
1,02,000 fdolTo TE 1.32 mm. Super Enamalled Alu.Winding Wire, HIAT
36,120 fH0w0) I B S T/ U9 Yo Moo &R AR
T 4,72,000/— {3 3mare o=+ & 3ifcH fAfdr 02.06.2026 THT 19:00 F91 TP |

4. GEM/2026/B/7544363, AU 7.1x3.0 D.P.C. Alu. LT Strip, HIAT 53,000
fdolTo T 7.6x3.5 D.P.C. Alu. LT Strip, AT3T 48,000 f&0um0) wa fard
ST =g 9U3 Yo F—oh eRIER R o 2,93,000— €8 e
B P ifad AT 02.06.2026 FHI 20:00 T TF |

5. GEM/2026/B/7510937, ¥ 11 KV, 5 Kn Composite Polymer Pin Insulator
AAT : 3,35000 TN HI [BA O TG/ IUF Yo -Yob ERIER IR
To 4,93,000/— € 3Uelrs o @I 3ifc A 08.06.2026 I 20:00 T TS |

6. GEM/2026/B/7510950, \™UT 11 KV, 45 Kn Polymer Disc Insulator
(T&C Type) ATAT 1,18,000 T hY b TH B, YUF Yo —oh
¢RIER VI3 Bo 1,44,000/— fd€ 3Uere &= @1 3ifaw A 08.06.2026
THT 20:00 g1 TP |

7. GEM/2026/B/7510859, | 33 KV, 10 kn Composite Polymer Pin Insulator
A1H 76,000 T Y (HY W 3G HUF Yob M—ed ERIBR IR Bo 3,08,000/—
fIg amare o @ 3ifcH fAfdr 08.06.2026 T 20:00 TS TF |

8. GEM/2026/B/7510968, AR 33 KV, 10 kN Polymer Disc Insulator (B&S)
ATAT 30,000 T B [HA AF v 99F Yob M-Yob ERIER AN
w0 70,000/—, f9€ 3rueire a1 &I 3ifcH ffdr 08.06.2026 T 20:00 Iof TF |

9. GEM/2026/B/7548565, FUT 11 KV Air Break Switches (TPMO)Gang
Operated Switches HIAT 16,500 T hd fa o™ %‘g’ EEE R
3o eRIER R To 13,62,500/— A€ Ui B @I 3ifcrd fafer
08.06.2026 THI 20:00 &1 T |

Work, Location & Period: Design,
Supply, instaliation & Commissioning of
Store with racking system 2. Approx,
cost of the work: Rs. 3,569,28,032.80,
3. Earnest money to be deposited:
Rs. 7,18,600; 4, Date and time for
submission of tender and opening of
tender; On 09062026 1 1500 hrs.
through E-tendering onling submission
on IREPS, Tender will, opened soon
after; website particlar and notice
board location where complete
details of tender can be seen etc:
http:fiwww. ireps.gov.in CEW JU
MNotice Board NOTE- The offer can ondy
b acceptsd through E-Tendering an the
website of hitps:diwwiniireps.govinl,

can participate on e-Tendering, All
relevant paper must be uploadad at the
time of paricipating in e-Tendaring

TGGCC Ltd., Eturnagaram Division invites sealed tenders for the sale of 1783.33 Qtls Mohwa Flower (MFP)
stocks lying at various Godowns through Tender-cum-open Auction till 23.06.2026 up to 5.00 PM. Opening of
Sealed Tenders will be on 24.06.2026 at 11.00 AM at Office of Project Officer ITDA, Eturnagaram.

Interested buyers may visit Divisional Office, TGGCC Ltd., Eturnagaram, Mulugu District, Telangana for
Tender forms, Godown - wise stock details, EMD amount, terms @ conditions and sale procedure etc., Contact:
8500039966 & Email: dmgccetn@gmail.com., Sd/-

(Shri Lenin Vatsal Potto, I.A.S)
Project Officer, ITDA/
Executive Director, TGGCC Ltd, Eturnagaram

No. 2715-PP/CL/ADVT/2026-27

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Procurement Tender Motice Mo. 26021
E-Procurement Tender MNotice

On bahafl of the President of India, The Principal Chisf Matenals Manager, Morth

Cantral Raitway, Prayagraj. (An 150 90072015 certified wnit) invites the following E-

Procurement Tendars

Dated : 19.05.2026

Offer In_any other form will not be Tender No. Short Description Qty. TE"“B [:pE"i"E'
accepted. The tendererbidders must — = . *f'",a
have Class-lll Digital Signature w.r!I:I.EE-?pd-EI-I CYL. ROLLER AXLE BOX BEARIMNG 319 St 0806 2026
Certificate & must ba register on IREPS 38264463 | Alr Brake Hose Caupling for Brake Pipe | 29036 Nos 15,06, 2026
PR P SAMINE el il 64265062 | Wibwalion Shaf 4 Guide Colurn Bush, |181,00Mos.|  01-Jun-26

T46-AMI2E
B NWRailways

Please join us oni®

Mote : The complete information of above tandars can be sean and downloaded from
IREPS website ie. https:lweww ireps.govin. Fory any changelfcorrigendem in
tender, please visd this website regularly. No separate cormigendum'changs will be

published o rews paper 1131726 (C})

PUPPLY, INSTALLATION, TESTING AND COMMISIONING OF RODF TOP

fa%qd IM®™ Td Y9A d99rsc http:/gem.gov.in TR SUSE B| SR
AR o] J99ge W & qalia o Sme |
THA%:1040 / 3refosto(wmosio—1) / 3RT /fasmas /  f&Ai® @ 19,/05 /2026

SDUAR POWER FLANTS FOR VARIOUS ELECTRIC CONNECTIONS OF S EMD Seiiiy
mﬁ'""‘u MARSET COMMITTEES AT BUFRASTRUCTURE (BUILDING AND PER e dpe Mo femnden, hiry g in k2075 bl com
SHEG ) 1OF HSAME IN JJRISDICTHON OF ELECTRICAL DI, Mk Bs 1503000/ ) i )
BOARD, ROHTAK
| FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No. 453 7THRY
@ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [T vl <
MNAMTE OF
WEBSITE OF THE NOIDWAL
-l R L e o —pm WATURE OF CORRIGENDUM BOARD OFFICER | CONTACT
CORP. [ AT DETAILS | EMATL
3
NIET MO, 19 TR DS 20 DATE: M 01N
[FETESIFNLCE WO FOMGEAA | S5T POWE @518 77D ASDEAELMNL DT FHYT FON THE WNT
CF ALFGMLN TATDN OF LAISTING Sy BTG T DA W 009 50 DO ACER
i CENCRE TOR TO EBEY SINCLE DS AR WTTH TWIN D4 50 INCH AR COMDUL TON AT THE D8TL CF Cre PRl [N SLIPWATES O % P —— i REA-25A NN
. SEEY L TH, MANDRTILA EXTENDED LT 3R.08. 2006 DAL ol S e g
(TENCER E- RS eeiC_ 510632 1)
(ERTT W), G0N 4-03 4001 SE TN
WIET ML 17T SO0 3 DATE: 2403, 2006
[FEFERENCE M. FOMPEEFIOF Pasl S0 SO0 FRADIFCE Bl Pt MOR THE 0IRK
OF AUGMENTATION OF EXTSTENG X200y DOUSELE BUS SR WITH 0.4 50 INCH SOSR
p— OONDLACTOMN 0 0000y DOLELE SRS R T TN TREANTUILA, COMDCTON AT 2Ry THE DATE (F OrLINE BID SUBSESEION 15 e i BE =250 5
SSETH,, PRlRAL EXTENDED UPTD 2805 3004 [T WAL ) A g prodshveeLongUin
[TENDER ED- 0085 HEC S10807T 1)
(DT RO Q042026101417 36704 )
NIET NO. IATSPRLO0S-26 DATE: M 01 M6
(REFERENCE 0. 226ARTEADED X1F] 4537 BSED THEBSSA2A1E ST T FOR THE WORK
DF AUGHMENTATION OF EMISTING 65N DDUEBLE BUS BAR WITH Q.4 S0 INDCH &SR
1 —— OO CTOR TO 660y DOUELE S5 BR WITH TWIN TARANTUILA CORDUCTDR AT IRy THE DATE OF CRLINE BID SLBMESSION 15 s Dt BI72-I5EITED
S5TN., PElwA EXTENDED LIFT ZR.00 3000 [PRLWALY - i TV O
(TENDER 50- Jaae HBC 510810 1)
[T WO DIZ00EL I-88-50 1 SEFIT)
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No, 45300/HRY

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

New Delhi

*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): This is a playful day with lots of
energy for sports. However, be careful about anger and
getting caught upinapower struggle with afriend, group
orateam. It's your choice. Instead, you can strategise and
be sympathetic with someone. Tonight: Be playful.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): A clash of egos with parents
and authority figures are classic. In fact, family disputes
will be tough to avoid. Nevertheless, there are other lovely
influences at play for you today that encourage warm so-
cialising. What’s it going to be? Tonight: Relax.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Avoid getting caught upin
squabbles with relatives, which frankly are just power

struggles. Instead, your assistance to an older friend will
give be more rewarding. Tonight: A gentle conversation.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Money squabbles are hard
toavoid, especially if you're dealing with a friend. Don’t
take the bait if someone challenges you. Fortunately,
you’re pretty mellow right now. Demonstrate grace under
pressure. Tonight: Check your money.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): You might find yourself at odds
with authority figures. Even partners will challenge you. Go
with what works. Seek sympathy and companionship with
afriend. Tonight: You're strong.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): You make a fabulous impres-
sionon others. Why blow it by getting caught up in contro-
versial arguments, power struggles at work, or something
to do with your health or pet? Whatever the case, don’t get
involved. Take the high road. Tonight: Peace and quiet.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Parents will have to be patient
with their kids. Likewise, romantic partners have to be pa-
tient with each other to avoid arguments about expenses,
friends and social occasions. Fortunately, relations with
authority figures are strong. Tonight: Be friendly.

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Avoid arguments with par-
ents, bosses and spouses today because this will ruin your
day. Instead, change your plans. Do something different.
Get outside and explore something new. This is atempor-
ary dark cloud on your horizon. Tonight: Be modest.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): You might encounter
arguments with siblings, relatives and neighbours. You
might even feel challenged at work because of disputes or
angry energy. Avoid this. Go with what works. Spouses and
close friends are supportive. Tonight: Explore.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Thisis a tough day for
romance. Even social outings will be challenged because
in some aspects of your life, arguments are waiting for you.
The trick is to go with the areas of your life where things are
flowing nicely. Tonight: Check your finances.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): Tread carefully today.
Those who are closest to you, including family members,
might be looking for a fight. Step aside. You don’t have to
getinvolved. Social occasions and fun times with kids will
be awonderful escape. Tonight: Listen.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Focus on home, family, fun
outings, sports and good times with your kids today. Mean-
while, be aware that interactions with siblings, relatives
and daily contacts might lead to power struggles and nasty
disputes. Yikes. ‘Runaway! Tonight: Work.

1/ e el w e /)

T TR, O TaR0T 89 v e ORaeE 93T, JE et & aftrgeE
FRFTTer 14.00.2006 (/oI Feitfere) 3 e v e tem o7 S T e &
G Expansion of Lara Super Thermal Power Project from 3200 MW
[Stage-| (2XB00 MW) & Stage-Il (ZX800 MW)] to 4800 MW by adding
two units of 800 MW under Lara Super Thermal Power Project, Stage -
i {2X800 MW) by Mis NTPC Limited located at Villagas Armuda
Chhapora, Bodajhariya, Mahloi, Riyapall, Kandagarh, Devalpura
Ghutkupali;, Thengapali, Lara in Tehsil Pus=zore, District Raigarh,
Chhattisgarh & 17 TafeRuiiy w31 8 #es gard =7 02/06/2026,
R SO BT W 11:00 T & T - STNENT FeIR AR
ﬁﬂtﬂﬂﬁiﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ.w TEEATS, TEUIE - QY R - TG (B
Y forre B | aerere, ey iy U 1'u1c-ﬂ S T O O | W )
CANEREEIE 3931 /TR 3. ol (2026, AT 1810612026 %
FE ATHW S FreT e GTaTS ST ST qia e w1
EiniEd TEw i

A T HAZe R, TEE (B )

Ly
LT 7

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY ESEIEEE L Ui Rl

REd Y@ WEwE, guiiaan, 9ue ufiEd ded, oigyy g9 ARG @
v & ford v sl ety @ d-Tafe @ ameam 9 wefEe P @
SR GRS EG S 1 e T G o W B T gl 1 5 | e £ i o s
#— §-TafasT g |, 202627 520f2026-27, &1 &1 9 9 R
Zone confract; Zone: -1 (Masonry, painting & Road work) Besidential
bwilding from BISH {Excl.) to KDOF (Incl.) in the section of ADEN/Samdari for
tha year 2026-27 {from 01-07-2026 1o 30-06-2027) & 2027-28 (From 01-07-
2027 to 30-06-2028); WA @G WU 3,39,99.999.84, W @
YT wud: 6,80,000.00; ¥-Ffaer g W 2026-27: 530f2026-27
1 @1 AT @ T Zone contract: Zone: -2 (Masonry, painting & Aoad
work) Service building from BISH (Ex) to BLDI [ax) in the seclion of
SBE/W/SMR under ADEN/Samdari for the year 2026-27 (from 01-07-2026 to
30-06-2027) & 2027-28 (From 01-07-2027 to 20-06-2028); A Tﬂ'ffrrr EIEG
waA: 1,49.90.007 06 wa- @ wf¥ wud: 30000000 ¢l
AT H.2026—27: 540f2026-27, H1d T 9 T TIT: Zone contract:
Zong: -3 (Masonry, painting & Road work) Residential building from KOF
(Excl.) to BLDI (Excl.) in the seclion of ADEN/Samdarni for the year 2026-27
(from 01-07-2026 to 30-06-2027) & 2027-28 (From 01-07-2027 to
30-06-2028); WA STa wUd: 3309999906, 4ar @ i
Wi 6,80,000.00, §—Frfaer ga= W.2026—27: 55012026-27, wrd @1
T d =1 Zong Contract (Water Supply) Zone-4 Supply of potable
sweat drinking water to B way gangs, staff guarters, Stations, L-Xing's el
From BISH {ex) to BLDI [ex) under ADEM /SMR [2026-28). From 01-07-2026
to 30-06-2027 & 01.07.2027 to. 30.06.2028; Sl &Td wUA:
73,99,979.70; FUT &Y Wiy wod: 1,48.000.00, F-Fafaer a0 w
2026—27: 640f2026-27; &1 W1 AM 4 I Zone contract: Zone: -1
iMasonry, painting & Road work ) Residantial building from HWT [Excl.)
fo MJ (excl ) & LN-SMR-BISH {Incl.) in the section of ADEN/Luni for the
year 2026-27 (from 01-07-2026 to 30-06-2027) & 2027-28 (From
01-07-2027 to 30-08-2028); H=[ATFTE F1Td ®U4: 7,20,99,998.08; 9471
# wfd wud: 14,60,000,00; e gaa ¥ 2026—-27: 65012026-
27, ®1 &1 AT 9 T Zane contract: Zone: <2 (Masonry, painting &
Road work) Service building from HWT{Excl.j to MJ {excl.) & LN-SMR-
BISH {incl.)in the section of ADENS Luni for the year 2026-27 (from 01-
07-2026 to 30-06-2027) & 2027-28 (From 01-07-2027 to 30-06-2028);
apmil=e arra syl 59,99,999.00, a4 w1 wf¥d w9 2.00,000.00,
§—f=IfasT Y= ¥.2026—27: 66012026-27; &1 &1 19 4 VIT: Zone
Contract (Water -supply) Zone-3: Supply of potable sweet drinking

water 1o P, Way Gangs staff guarters stations and L-Xing's In tha
saclion of SSE/PWISMR, SSE/WISMR & SSE/PW/LUNI under

ADEN/LUNIIJU Tor the year 2026-27 & Year 2027-28; ai-{iHda &1
wOi: 67,99,975.02; a4 @1 i w9d: 1,36,000.00; FfasT g
W] 52.55,54 & 55012026-27 & 64,65 & 660f2026-27 FIfAET weegd v+
a1 frfét 09.06.2026 & 15.08.2026 1 15:00 @t ok & | FwwmEs @ Frey

Twl 7w g e 2 7 99 o wedl § www.ireps.gow.in
Please join us on® &8 NWRailways
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THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Sport

[ ) THURSDAY, MAY 21,2026 21
Bangladesh LOOKING TOFILL RAVINDRA JADEJA'S BIG SHOES I<I<R refuse tO fade
weomice . SUthar: Builtin the classical into rainy ni
to complete utnar: bultin tne ciassica into rainy night,
Test sweep de. thinks lil b 1 keep hopes alive
sy MOAE, thInks liIke a'lTest bowler
SYNOPSIS: Kolkata oIPLtable
Knight Riders leave it late Teams M TWTL TP T NRR
~ . ’ to beat MI by 4 wickets | e e e |
Left arm spin allrounder’s coach says and keepplay-ofthopes  |RCB(Q)|13 |9 |4 1181065
heis not afinished product but if ’ flickering. GT(Q) |13 /8 5 16 0400
SRH(Q)[13 |8 5 16 0.350
groomed well can play for many years SayakDutta R (137 614 008
Venkata Krishna B Cup. Even before hejoined the Kolkata, May 20 PBKS 1316 6 13 0227 |
Chennai, May 20 camp in Bengaluru, there was KKR 13/6 6 13 0.01
plenty of hype around him. At KOLKATA KNIGHT Riders [csk (1316 7 (12 -0016 |
ASTHE newsofhissonManav ~ the camp, as he troubled the kept their chances of reaching  "'n~14376 77 10 0871 |
e e : being called up to India’s Test  likes of Rohit Sharmaand Virat the playoffs alive and theyhad . e T T et
" "= | gquad against Afghanistan Kohli, it was evident that the their bowlers to thank forit. |MI(E) |13 /4 9 8 -0510
reached him, tearswelledupin  hype was understandable. After they restricted Mumbai  LSG(E) |13 |4 9 '8 -0702

Mohammad Rizwan was the top
scorer for Pakistan. REUTERS

Associated Press
Sylhet, May 20

TAIJULISLAM finished with six
wickets as Bangladesh dis-
missed Pakistan for 358 on Wed-
nesday for a 78-run win in the
second Test and a 2-0 sweep of
the series. The left-arm spinner
took two of the three wickets to
fall on Day 5 and returned 6-120
from 34.2 overs, clinching the
series after helping reduce the
tourists to 316-7 on Day 4.

Pakistan added 42 runs on
the fifth morning before losing
three wickets without addition
to the total in 13 deliveries as
Bangladesh rushed to victory.

"Our bowlers did a great job
in hot conditions, on a flat
wicket," Bangladesh captain
Najmul Hossain Shantosaid. "In
the batting sometimes (in the
past) we lost too many wickets,
but nowadays we have brilliant
partnerships. Our tailenders also
contribute a lot. Those are the
things we wanted to improve
and I hope we continue." Bang-
ladesh won the first Test by 104
runs.

The victory marked Bangla-
desh's second successive series
sweep against Pakistan, having
previously completed a 2-0 vic-
tory in 2024. The end of Mo-
hammad Rizwan's defiant,
166-ball innings signaled the
end of Pakistan's hopes of
chasing down an improbable
victory target of 437.

Rizwan (94) struck Nahid
Rana (2-71) for consecutive
boundaries in the third over of
the day to make Pakistan's in-
tention clear. Sajid Khan also
scored freely to maintain
pressure on the bowlers from
the home team. But Taijul's
breakthrough, dismissing Sajid
for 28, ended a 54-run partner-
ship, marked his 18th five-
wicket haul in test matchesand
hastened the result.

In the next over, Rizwan cut
aShoriful Islam delivery straight
to gully. Taijul wrapped up the
Pakistan innings in the subse-
quent over by removing Khur-
ram Shahzad for a duck.

“Whenyoumake 360 runsin
the fourth innings of the game
you kind of expect to be on the
right side of it, but I think in the
three innings we had quite a lot
to reflect on,” Pakistan captain
Shan Masood said. “There were
thingswe didn't dowell enough
in the first three innings and
that's why the effort on the
fourth and fifth daysdidn't really
materialize into awin.”

Masood on Wednesday said
the country's cricket board will
take a call on his leadership role
in the red ball format.

BRIEF SCORES: Bangladesh
278 &390 beat Pakistan
232 & 358 (Rizwan 94, Sal-
man Agha 71, Shan Masood
71; Taijul Islam 6/120) by 78
runs

Jagdish Suthar’s eyes.

Overcome with emotion, he
sobs uncontrollably as his wife
takes over the phone.

“He is very strong usually,
but this moment is very emo-
tional,” she says. When Jagdish
takes back the phone, he con-
veys the enormity of the occa-
sion. “This was a life-long
dream. A lot of hard work has
gone into it. Very happy.”

The story of the Suthars is
similar to most father-son tales
in Indian cricket. During his
younger days, cricket meant
everything to Jagdish, who
couldn’t get beyond the school-
level. When Manav showed in-
terest in the game, it was a no-
brainer.

“Ididn’t push him... he had
interest in cricket, soat 11, I put
him in an academy,” Jagdish,
who works as a physical educa-
tion teacher at a school at Sri-
ganganagar, a small town five
km from Pakistan border in Ra-
jasthan, says.

Bowling left-arm spin,
though, wasn’t in Jagdish’s
mind. “Iwanted him tobecome
a batsman. But his coach
(Dheeraj Sharma) told me on
the first day of training that my
son is made for bowling.”

Manav has been on the se-
lectors’ radar ever since he was
summoned to India’s prepara-
tory camp for the 2023 World

The common acknowledg-
ment among the senior players
duringthat camp wasthatifhe
could manage to get drift with
the white ball, he could do
wonders with the red ball.

In the lead-up to Tuesday’s
team selection, the Suthar
household had been anxious.
Atatimewhen playersactivein
theIndian Premier League hog
the limelight, there were some
who opined that Manav wasn’t
made forthetoplevel,ashehad
spent the entire 2025 season on
the Gujarat Titans bench and
had played only four fixtures
this season.

Even when he toured the
UK as part of the India A squad
in 2025, opportunities eluded
him. In last year’s Duleep
Trophy too, he carried the
drinks for Central Zone, which
preferred Saransh Jain and
Harsh Dubey. The story was no
different last September, as
Dubey and Tanush Kotian were
the chosen ones against Austra-
liaA.

The breakthrough

It was in this backdrop that
Manav got drafted into India A
XI for the second Test against
Australia A last year, when he
picked up five wickets to prove
his credentials.

“He was actually very nerv-
ous,” his coach Dheeraj Sharma

s -

Manav has been on selectors’ radar since being part of India’s preparatory camp for the 2023 WC. riLe

Hehasan
actionanda
release perfectfora
left-arm spinner. Be
itbowling speeds,
variations or
efficiency in terms of
constantly asking
questions, he hasitin
him.”
DHEERAJ SHARMA
MANAV SUTHAR’S COACH

says. “He was not getting op-
portunities anywhere. At Guja-
rat Titans, he had Sai Kishore
ahead of him. When there was
talk about not getting an IPL
game, I kept telling him that ‘If

you play for India, it will be with
the red ball. They will hand
over the red ball to you one day
and when that happens, never
let it go’. He is made for Test
cricket.”

That observation is largely
down to his skillset.

“He is built in a classical
mould. He is not someone who
will bowl with a flat trajectory.
He has an action and a release
perfect for a left-arm spinner.
Beitbowling speeds, variations
or efficiency in terms of con-
stantly asking questions, he has
it in him. Even though he
hasn’tgotany gametimeinthe
IPL, I tell him to use the two
monthstolearn howto prepare
and read the game,” Dheeraj
says.

At a time when India’s spin
bowling resources are thin, the

selectors haven’t just gone by
numbers.

Playing for Rajasthan,
which hasn’t got beyond the
group stages in recent years,
means opportunities have been
few. In 29 first-class outings,
Manav has picked up 129
wickets at 25.76 — not eye-pop-
ping numbers by any means —
but what has got many excited
about the 23-year-old are the
traits that Dheeraj listed out.

“Hethinkslike a Test match
bowler. From a young age, he
understood the value of bow-
ling dot balls. He is a firm be-
liever that a set of dot balls will
lead to the batter making a mis-
take. To bowl dot balls, one
needs to be consistent with the
line. He is not a finished prod-
uct, but if groomed, will serve
you forlong.”

A wrong turn that put Dubey on path to cricket

Express News Service
Mumbai, May 20

“WE TOOK a wrong turn one
day when my father and I were
going to buy my fourth-stan-
dard school books,” Harsh
Dubey had told The Indian Ex-
press. “I came across cricket
practice at Ruby Club and
asked my fatherwhat it was. He
explained that’s where crick-
eters were made, and I got
hooked.”

That wrong turn was in
Nagpur, 2010. Dubey was nine.
On Monday, he was named in
India’s Test and ODI squads for
the series against Afghanistan.

The path there was built on
sacrifice that was not always his
own. His father worked with
the CISF, a transferablejob that
kept uprooting the family.
When Harsh was deep into his
age-group cricket, the transfers
grew distant.

“He decided to quit the
force for my career,” Dubey
says. His mother, ateacher, was
up at five every morning,
packed hislunch, left for school
before he returned from train-
ing. “Ihave seen how much my
parents sacrificed their per-
sonal lives for me,” he says.
“WhenIdowell, the happiness
I see in them — that is the big-

| gest thing for me.”

When Sunrisers Hyderabad
called himup asareplacement
in IPL 2025, he got Mitchell
Marsh on debut. Before the
next game against RCB, herang
his father. “Papa, I am going to
take Virat’s wicket,” he said.

His mother told Cricket-
Next what happens before
every big match. “He thinks
about who he wants to get out.
He prepares himselffor it men-
tally.”

His father told CricketNext
the rest. “He had been watch-
ing Virat for so long. And the
biggest thing about him is he
doesn’t think - Virat Kohli is
batting in front of me, or Rus-
sell is batting. Honestly, that is
the biggest key to success.”

Kohli was caught at cover
for 43. Seventh over. Dubey
pumping his fist. Afterward he
got Kohli’s autograph on his
cap. “I've watched him since
my childhood,” he wrote onIn-
stagram. “Getting his wicket is
truly adream come true.”

His father told CricketNext
about the boy they first brought
to Ruby Club. The senior left-
arm spinner at the club fell ill
one day and Harsh got a game
by accident. He took eight
wickets and made sixty-plus
runs as an opener. He also re-
called the boy coming off the
field once, run out without

Harsh Dubey has been named in the Test and ODI squads for the
home series against Afghanistan that starts next month. riLe

facing aball as a non-striker, his
facered, cryingso hard neither
parent could hold back. “That
thing I remember even today,”
his father said. He also remem-
bered the bats —broken every
ten days from sheer use. “He
was that mad about batting.”

That batting madness
showed itself most vividly in
the Hyderabad group game this
Ranji season. Vidarbha were 70
for7when Dubey walked in. He
took them to 180.

Both innings he made
fifties, picked up eight wickets.
“That match was my best of the
season,” he says. More than
that, though, was the Ranji
final, where — with Vidarbha’s
first-innings lead at stake — he
bowled thelastten overswitha

cut finger bleeding through his
glove. “I have the video,” he
says. He bowled anyway. Vi-
darbha won.

The 69 wickets in 10
matches placed him alongside
Bishan Singh Bedi, Jaydev Un-
adkat and Dodda Ganeshin an
elite list of single-season Ranji
hauls. Across 27 first-class
games, he has133 wicketsatan
average of 23 and 1026 runs at
23.

Getting drift

Anil Kumble, watching him
bowl for SRH, told ESPNcri-
cinfo’s Time Out what he saw.
“He gives it a proper tweak —
that is the start. When you do
that, you get drift, and moreim-
portantly it goes off the surface

that much quicker.” Tom
Moody, alongside Kumble on
the same show, added: “When
he changes his pace, hedoesn’t
lose the integrity of the shape of
theball. Alot of spinnersunder
pressurejust produce a quicker
ball that disappears. His arrival
always has a really nice shape
and dip with the change of
pace.” Moody concluded: “I see
himasaTestbowlerasmuch as
a T20 bowler. Imagine facing
this guy on a turning track.”

R Ashwin had been watch-
ing earlier. He called Dubey to
play the TNCA league in Chen-
nai during the off-season.
When Dubey first arrived, Ash-
win kept it simple. “He told me
—your ball is coming out well,
don’t change anything. If
there’sa problem we’lllook at it
then. Just let it run,” Dubey
says.

Last season he had been
desperate —anxious to hold his
place, over-trying, bowlinginto
the batsman’s arc. “I realised I
was too desperate to take
wickets,” he says.

This season, with Aditya
Sarwate moving to Kerala and
his own placein the side secure,
the desperation left. “Tjust did
whatIhave always done —bowl
in the right areas, contribute
with the bat lower down. I
didn’t complicate it.”

Indians to 147/8, a fourth-
wicket partnership between
Rovman Powell and Manish
Pandey steadied the innings as
they got home with more than
an over to spare.

Vintage choke

On a sultry evening with
rain expected, KKR skipper
Ajinkya Rahane opted to chase
on a ground where dew was
likely to be a significant factor
as the match progressed. Mum-
bai openers Rohit Sharma and
Ryan Rickelton started slowly,
managing only asingle bound-
ary in the first couple of overs.

With pressure building,
Rickelton swung at Cameron
Green in the third over, but the
ball ballooned upandlandedin
Manish Pandey's grasp. Naman
Dhir lasted two balls, nicking
behind to Angkrish Raghuvan-
shi, giving Green his second
wicket. Rohit, meanwhile, slog-
swept Saurabh Dubey for a six
only to fall to the Vidarbha
pacer for 15, leaving Mumbai re-
eling at 24/3 after four overs.

Suryakumar Yadav seemed
tobethe crisis man when he hit
a straight drive for a four, fol-
lowed by anothertofineleg. He
started the sixth over with a
flicked six over fine legbut was
cleaned up by Dubey as he
under-edged a delivery onto
his stumps. Mumbai ended the
Powerplay at 46/4 as the press-
ure applied by the KKR bowlers
paid off.

A spell of rain interrupted
proceedings, providing the visi-
tors much-needed respite and
a chance to reset. But KKR’s
spin twins had other ideas.

With Varun Chakaravarthy,
looking in visible discomfort
due to his injury, and Sunil Na-
rine, KKR employed the
middle-overs choke they have
become synonymous with this
season, yieldingjust 14 off overs
8-10 as MI trudged to 64/4 after
10 overs.

The pressure almost ac-
counted for another Mumbai
wicket but Tilak Varma, batting
at12, gotareprieve when wicket-
keeper Raghuvanshi curiously
ran towards the bowler’s end
and collided with Varun, lead-
ing to a dropped chance. Tilak,
however, couldn’t make KKR
pay as he holed out to Anukul
Roy in the deep off Kartik Tyagi
for 20. Captain Hardik Pandya
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wasthen bamboozled by an off-
break from Narine that spun in
sharply and rattled his stumps.
Butalate surge by Corbin Bosch,
who scored 32 off 18 balls,
helped Mumbai post 147/8.

Leavingit late

Finn Allen threatened tore-
peat his heroics from the last
match when he opened his ac-
count with two cracking
boundaries, both through the
cover-point area, off the first
over by Deepak Chahar. Butthe
MI pacer had the last laugh
when he cleaned up the Kiwi
power-hitter in the same over.

Rahane and Pandey started
the rebuilding process with oc-
casional boundaries, before
Bosch accounted for the KKR
captain when he nicked behind
for 21 with the home team end-
ing the Powerplay at 51/2. Green
was the next man to depart as
he tried to accelerate and was
caught in the deep by Allah
Ghazanfar off Bosch.

Rovman Powell came in at
No. 4 and steadied the ship
somewhat with a flicked six
and aboundary even as Pandey
continued to play the anchor
role. The West Indies batter was
almost sent back by Hardik
Pandya for 14 but confusion be-
tween Chahar and Robin Minz
in the deep gave him a second
chance.

Thereafter, Pandey broke
the shackles with back-to-back
boundaries off Pandya, the first
adrive past the bowler and the
second a cut through the point
region. He followed that with a
deft touch to the backward
point boundary to bring up Kol-
kata’s100 runs in the 13th over.

With the three figures up, it
gave Powell freedom to play a
few strokes that fetched him a
couple of boundaries and
brought up the 50-run fourth-
wicket partnership. Pandey’s
stay was ended by Jasprit Bum-
rah for 45 before Powell also fell
for 40. However, Rinku Singh
stayed todrag KKR over theline.
BRIEF SCORES: MI1147/8in
20 overs (Corbin Bosch 32;
Cameron Green 2/23, Saur-
abh Dubey 2/34)lost to KKR
148/6 in 18.5 overs (Manish
Pandey 45, Rovman Powell
40; Corbin Bosch 3/30) by
four wickets

g

Manish Pandey top-scored for KKR with 45 from 33 deliveries. pri

e UNDER THE PUMP

Pant’s F-word moment sums up his and SuperGiants’ miserable IPL season

Nihal Koshie
New Delhi, May 20

ON TUESDAY, after LSG’s loss
toRajasthan Royals, skipper Ri-
shabh Pant sounded like a For-
mula One driver.

The speed demons are no-
torious for using cuss words
over the team radio when their
carsdon’t respond the way they
want them to during those
tense race moments.

Rishabh Pant too had gone
unparliamentary, and un-
gentlemanly, when talking to
commentator Ian Bishopinthe
post-match chat.

“..it hasn’t gone our way
and everyone knows that, but
that doesn’t take away the fact
that we are a f***ing good

team,” the (LSG) captain said.

Bishop would try to mop away
the awkwardness of IPL’s first F-
word moment. “Apologies for
that. Thank You very much for
your time”.

Pant’s frustration towards
the end of LSG’s forgettable sea-
son was understandable but
not his choice of words. Two
lean seasons —both in terms of
results and runs — had got to
Pant.

It’s fair to say that Pant was
havinga rotten day at the office.
Hours before he walked out for
the toss for the IPL match
against RR, the LSG captain
had been dropped from the
One-Day International squad
and also lost the Test vice-cap-
taincy for the series against

Rishabh Pant’s (R) LSG are at the bottom of the points table. p1i

Afghanistan.

Any proud international
player would have felt hurt but
the current group of selectors
are known to take tough calls

based on merit and not reputa-
tion.

OnthefieldinJaipur, Pant's
day went from bad toworse. He
was run out, RR beat LSG by

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

Pant’s frustration
towardsthe end of
LSG's forgettable
seasonwas
understandable but
not his choice of
words.

seven wickets with five balls to
spare chasing 221.

There were a couple of hor-
rendous run out misses by
bowlers who were positioned
just a few yards from the non-
striker’s stumps. But Pant has
bigger problems than the poor
aim of his teammates. The lit-
any of cricketing woes is long.

Evenbefore the match, LSG

were out of the Playoff race.
Last on the current pointstable
after nine losses and just four
wins, a seventh-place finish a
year ago.

His poor batting returns;
286 runs at a strike rate 0f140.19
this season after an equally
poor 2025 with his only century
inadead rubber since beingac-
quired by LSG for Rs 27 crore,
the most expensive player in
IPL history.

Pant ascaptainhasnotbeen
able to nail down a batting posi-
tion for himself.

He has opened the innings,
batted at one-down and on
Tuesday batting at No.4 to pro-
duce a snail-pace knock — 35
runsin23balls —which stalled
the momentum towards the

New Delhi

end of the LSG innings.

Atthetosstoo, Pantseemed
confused when answering
basic questions about the Play-
ing XI.

Butthat could be attributed
to a momentary lapse of con-
centration or perhaps he didn’t
hear Bishop’s question because
of the fan noise.

Coach Justin Langer didn’t
mince words when talking
about the captain.

“Rishabhasbeen around for
alongtime. Ithink he hasbeen
playingin the Indian side since
he was 18 years old. He under-
standsitand numbersdon’tlie.
So he will be thefirst to admit, it
has been two very disappoint-
ing seasons with the bat, he has
had some great innings but he

will be disappointed with those
numbers. You expect alot from
your senior players and he will
be feelingitasmuch asanyone,”
Langer said following the loss.

Pant spoke about ‘too many
minds’ and ‘too many sugges-
tions’ impacting his decision-
making but IPL teams are
packed with former greats in
the support-staff corner.It’s the
nature of the beast.

For now, Pant will be better
off finding his ideal batting
position and making his batdo
the talking.

He should leave the use of
the F-word to F1 drivers who
compete in a high-risk sport.

LSG may be a ‘T***ing good
team’ on paper but wins are
what a captain isjudged on.
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THENUMBERS BEHIND
ARSENALS PLVICTORY

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Thelong way home — Arsenal’s
22-year waitcomestoanend

Arsenal knew
how to build a
team. Theyjust
had tofind away
to win with one

SandipG
New Delhi, May 20

WHEN THE final whistle blew
at the Vitality Stadium in Bour-
nemouth, the hosts pegging
Manchester City to a 1-1 draw,
North London erupted. Arsenal
were champions — after a wait
of 22 years. Long not only in its
length, but in its pain. The end-
less cycles of near misses burned
like an open wound. Happy tid-
ings of a dynasty loomed when
they raised the trophy in 2004,
the season they went without
dropping a game.

But fate wrote the script dif-
ferently. The construction of a
new stadium — a necessity, not
greed — bore its brunt on wages
and transfer policy. The talis-
mans left. Around them rose
clubs muscled with petrodollars;
their visionary vice-president
and co-owner David Dein sold
hisshares and departed; football
itself forsook the romanticideals
of the peak Wenger years.

In the years that followed,
they watched Alex Ferguson —
once Wenger’s equal — scale
luminous heights. They en-
dured theinsultsJose Mourinho
spat at their manager. They
glanced covetously at Pep
Guardiola raising an empire,
Jurgen Klopp a kingdom,
Leicester City spinning an un-
likely fairytale. And they
watched the silverware slip

Kirti’s upward curve: Skinny girl who

Arsenal is the only team that has not
receieved a red card or conceded a penalty
during this season (one game remaining).

1 Arsenal scored 18 goals from corners. 28 of
their 68 goals this season came from dead-
ball situations — a dominant winning factor.

Arsenal fans gather at the Emirates Stadium after the Gunners were confirmed as Premier League
champions. REUTERS

through their own nervous
palms, even under Mikel Arteta.
No club in the Premier League
can have suffered quiteasmuch
intheir questtosqueeze another
title onto the shelf.

This, then, was not only a
triumph of quality but of will
and persistence. Such callous
fate could have broken most
teams and managers. But not
Arteta. He painstakingly refined
his squad to such a level of effi-
ciency that they always found a
way through. April was cruel —
injuries wreaked their custom-
ary havoc, anxiety crept in. But
in May, they rose above every
setback, those of the mind and
on the ground. Since City drew
level on points, Arsenal tiger-
ishly clung to every point they
could muster. It was not always
beautiful football —rugged and
physical at times, a departure
from the free-flowing Arteta-ball
of his early years and the ideals

of Wenger’s Invincibles.
Thereliance on set-up pieces
wasnotaccidental, butashrewd
exploitation of the diminishing
aerial ability of opposition de-
fenders. They utilised the dead-
ball to such devastating effect
that EPLwoke uptoitslost value.

Unfairparallels

Unfair parallels will be
drawn, because this is their first
title since that epochal season.
Arteta’s men are no Invincibles
— they are flawed and human,
and itmakesthenarrativericher.
But look beyond the beauty of
Wenger’s side and there are
threads that bind both teams.
Both were built on trust —
forged by men bound by profes-
sional allegiance, intimacy and
friendship. Patrick Vieira spoke
of that culture in Amy Law-
rence’s book Invincibles: “The
objective of going to eat outside
is to get to know each other

better. You talk about something
you don’t normally talk about,
you realise how much you
shared about yourlife when you
were young. It brings you closer
and thenwhenyou are out there
on the pitch you know that he
will watch your back.”

Arteta’s men bond over a
game called Werewolf. Amoder-
ator divides the team into vil-
lagers and werewolves. Arteta
made it mandatory that every
player report first to Colney, Ar-
senal’s training base, before
travelling together to fixtures.
“They’re very close, they spend
alotoftimetogether offthe field
as well and that’s something
really important,” Arteta said.
“You can tell in the way they
communicate and the way they
look at each other that there is
something special.”

The camaraderie overflows
onthe pitch. Everyone fights for
everyone —asdid Wenger’s bat-

upstaged Deepika at Asiad trials

Nitin Sharma
Chandigarh, May 20

WHEN KIRTI Sharma topped
thetrials for theIndian women’s
recurve team for Asian Games
with Ankita Bhakat and Kum-
kum Mohod, her father Vijay
Kumar remembered the day in
2022 when he visited acommis-
sionagentandtookaloanforRs
60,000 to get her a new recurve
bow. A small-time farmer with
three acres in Jind district’s Ri-
toli village in Haryana, he con-
vinced the agent that he would
repay the money with future
yield.

All that mattered to him was
her daughter’s joy. “Chhori aise
sambalkerakhrahthijaisesona
ho (She was taking care of it like
itwasgold),” hetells The Indian
Express. Now he says he wants
to see a gold medal around her
neck in the Asian Games, and
slips down the memory lane.

Adecadeago, Kirtihad never
heard of archery. She saw a bow
for the first time when reputed
coach Udham Singh visited the
FS Convent school at nearby Pil-
lukhera to spot talented archers
and start an academy.

Kirti would not go past the
trials because the coaches
thought she was too skinny for
archery. “When I first saw Kirti,
she was too thin and I told her
that we will think about her en-
rolling after 3-4 years,” says
Singh. Kumar knew why she
looked thin. “Ek glass doodh se
hipuradin nikaltithi (She would

E ... ‘m

Ankita Bhakat, Kirti Sharma (C) and Kumkum Mohod. aal

have only one glass of milkinthe
whole day).Since her childhood,
shehasnevereatenafullmeal or
more than one chapati. We took
her to various doctors but they
alldonotsuffer fromdeficiency.
Bus khana hinahikhatithi(She
would not have a full meal),” he
recounts.

But by 2019, she had man-
aged to convince the academy
to select her. For three years,
she trained with the wooden
bow. In 2022, her father
bought her arecurve bow. The
same year she was selected for
the SAI centre at Hazaribagh
in Jharkhand, where Singh
had joined as a coach. “Once
coaches selected me for the
academy at the village,  knew
Ihad todoit. Whether the bow
is heavy or the conditions
tough, I have to master them.
But then Udham went to SAI,
which meant he only visited
once in months and I could

not have much practice
sessions,” shares Kirti

Swelling challenges

When she was selected for
the SAI academy, about 1350
Kms from hervillage, thearcher
faced another challenge. “I had
not gone out of my district, or
even the state, Haryana.
Relativesand villagers asked my
father why he is sending me so
far,” she explains.

Kirti, though, had made up
her mind. But at the academy,
she had to begin from the
basics.“We had toworkaloton
her strength and to make her
body in alignment with the
bow motion. We also worked
on her bow arm strength as
well as stability.” At the acad-
emy, they worked on her
muscle gain. “With the help of
nutritionists, we helped her
gain shoulder mass and more
muscles. Earlier, she was

scared of competing at the in-
ternational level but we have
spent a lot of time on her vis-

ualisation process,” says
Singh.
The breaks

The bronze medal at the Na-

tional Games last year was a
turning point. She then made
herdebut forthe countryin Asia
Cup followed by two more edi-
tions of the tournament. In the
second event, she won the team
bronze.

Last year, she won the team
gold in the junior nationals. In
the first stage trials in Kolkata
this year, she finished fifth. In
the second stage and final trials,
from May 15 to May 18, she stood
fourth in the qualification
rounds with a total of 1971 fol-
lowed by eight wins out of 11
matches, including a win over
veteran Deepika Kumari, in the
round-robin stage. Beating her
idolwasadream cometrue. “We
have all grown up seeing
Deepikadidi and we alldream to
shoot like her. To compete
against her was surreal.”

In the last phase of the trials,
she scored wins over Ankita
Bhakat, Yukta Sri and Ridhi to
end with 13.5 points and topped
thetrial. Shelooks forward tothe
Asian Games. “I see Asian
Games as a challenge as well as
one of the biggest platforms to
show my talent. I believe I have
the capability to win a medal,”
she avers. Now, her own dream
hasagolden hue.

Parul’s Shanghai run holds promise for CWG |

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, May 20

INDIA'S ACE middle-distance
runner Parul Chaudhary kicked
off her season in the 3000m
steeplechase event with the sec-
ond-best-ever Indian timing at
the Shanghai Diamond League
last week. The 31-year-old from
Uttar Pradesh clocked 9 minutes
12.84 seconds, slightly slower
than her personal best and na-
tional record of 9:12.46.
"Theideawastorecord aper-
sonal best in the season opener.
I missed it by awhisker, but over-

allTam happy with the race and
how my season has started,"
Parul told The Indian Express in
aninterview. "The performance
has set my course for the season
with many international com-
petitionslined up."

Parul finished seventh in a
distinguished field that had
Tokyo Olympic champion Pe-
ruth Chemutai of Uganda and
reigning World champion Faith
Cherotich of Kenya. The African
duo produced adramatic photo
finish with Chemutai prevailing.

When asked how much the
competition helped, Parul said

thatitisalwaysadvantageousto
run in a world-class field. "The
advantage of competing with
the world-class athletes is the
constant push we get as an ath-
lete. I have competed at World
Championships and multiple
Diamond Leagues, and it has
helped me improve," she said.
Parul is the best Indian ath-
lete in steeplechase. To put in
context, Parul has clocked seven
out of the top ten timings by an
Indian in the event, and the top
four belong to her. "I need to
keep competing at the Interna-
tional level, asthatiswhereIget

alot of push. I had planned to
compete at other international
competitions, butit couldn't ma-
terialise for now," said Parul.

Focus on CWGdebut

Athletics in the Common-
wealth Games is a world-class
field with athletes from Kenya,
Ethiopia, Uganda and the Carib-
bean participating. "Thave never
competed inany CWG. So, thisis
going to be my debut at the
Games, and Iam very excited for
it. CWG is a very competitive
field with the presence of Afri-
can athletes," said Parul.

talion. In the silk and satin of
Thierry Henry and company,
the defensive solidity of Sol
Campbell and Kolo Toure is
often forgotten, Vieirascreening
in front of them.

“We were fighters and
gentlemen,” Vieira would say.
Arteta’s attackers may not be of
Henry’s calibre, but Saliba and
Gabriel rank among the greatest
centre-back pairings of the Pre-
mier League era. They are not
only the meanest defenceinthe
division — they went the entire
season without conceding a
penalty or receivingared card. If
Wenger built his team around
his forwards, Arteta built his
around his midfield, spear-
headed by Declan Rice —whom
he calls the lighthouse.

Every signing was made
carefully, to the team’s precise
specifications. Rice arrived in
2023, and in subsequent seasons
Artetaadded Mikel Merino, Mar-
tin Zubimendi and Eberechi Eze
tomake the core more dynamic.

This season, Arteta intro-
duced verticality and greater
variation in attack — shifting
shape depending on the oppo-
nent, the situation and the per-
sonnel. Often it is a 4-3-3, with
Odegaard and Rice triangulating
with Zubimendi; at other times
a3-2-4-1whenRiccardo Calafiori
moves infield. They pressed
transitions harder too,lookingto
strike before opponents could
settle into alow block.

Evolution has been the
watchword. “We need to make
sure that when we are evolving,
we are maintaining the great
thingsthat we doand just tweak-
ing and making things that can
give us big value,” Arteta said.
And so they have — ending a
longand painful waittobecome
champions again.

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister
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SUMMER OFFER

For long, Arsenal struggled to get points
against bottom-half teams but did their
job inthose key matches with 53 points accrued.
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Arsenal only allowed 26 goals this
Premier League season. Defensive
solidity defined their first PL title in 22 years.

How Gunners became dead-ball
specialists in order to win league

SandipG
New Delhi, May 20

FOR EVERY goal Arsenal scores
from a dead-ball situation, set-
piece coach Nicolas Jover getsa
hefty bonus. The Germany-
born, France-raised, Canada-
educated sportscience graduate
hasamural outside the Emirates
Stadium, drives a Lamborghini
and isoften spotted smokingex-
pensive cigars.

An intense presence on the
touchline, heisthe mastermind
behind Arsenal’s set-piece ruth-
lessness, which hasbeen central
totheir firstleague triumphin22
years. Rivals fans might berate
the Gunners’ set-piece fetish, but
they create ample chances (they
lie fourth in this metric) fromthe
open play as well.

28goals, 17 from corner

Nosideinthe EPL hasscored
more goals from set pieces or
corner Kicks ever than Arsenal
thisseason.Oneeverytwoanda

slice open a game when things
were tight.

Threeglorioustakers

Often in corners, the atten-
tion falls on the executional, the
bargingbull of a centre-back out-
leaping and out-muscling the
wanton limbs and heads inside
the box. No doubt the assigned
header is an influential figure,
but he needs an inch-perfect,
well-weighted delivery. Arsenal
have three exceptional dead-ball
specialists to slot the perfect de-
livery into the box. Often, Bu-
kayo Saka and Odegaard, both
left-footed, would ping the ball
from the right side. Declan Rice
would ferry those from the left-
side. All three take turns to take
free kicks from non-corner in-
stances. Unless they are defend-
ing a goal in the dying minutes
of the game, wherein they play it
short, they whip in devastating
in-swingers, with bend, power
and precision. The accuracy is
staggering, and it’s rare to see

half goals they have come from  them mishitting one.

a free kick or a corner. But

numbersthemselvesare Thedeadly head

largely irrelevant, but Everyonerival knows
what matters more has the intended receiver of
been the way in which the corner, the 63", strap-
they were deployed, as a o ping centre-back, Ga-

plot device, a number in
service to the wider nar-
rative.

Rather than a triumph of
physical supremacy, it’s how
they have weaponised an under-
rated art, at times derided as an
inferior team’s refuge. Set-piece-
goals never went totally obsolete
in English football, but Arsenal
have elevated it into a bewitch-
ing art, requiring as much
muscle as wits. In the last four
years, Arsenal have topped the
goals from such situations. It
originated from Arteta’s plan to
counter the low-block, wherein
teams dug trenches and de-
fended, thuslimiting spacesand
blocking channels. Set pieces
have always been a method to
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briel. Since his arrival in
the 2021-22 season, no
centre back has netted as many
goals as him (20). But it is not
about him but also a combina-
tion of movements, practised to
perfection, inside the box. Ga-
briel lurks on the edge of the six-
yard box, on the left. Three of
themusually hover behind him,
inside the 18-yard box. They are
the dummy runners, trying to
clear out the far post area.
Whentheball swingsin, they
often move towards the ball,
dragging markers to the near
post. One or two mightlinger just
outside the box and the rest
stand behind them, to thwart
any counter-attack. Gabriel
rushes, unshackling from the

D
@

men pulling his shirt, or block-
ing his view. Not all headers are
met in the same way— he
glances, he cushions and barrels
them. He is not the only quality
header Arsenal possess either.
Midfielder Mikel Merino has a
thunderbolt of a header; his
backline colleagues, Jurrien
Timber and Riccardo Calafiori
too chime in with goals. The ad-
dition of striker Viktor Gyokeres
has further strengthened this
facet.

Varietyis king

The underlying principles
are often the same; but they mix
the routines and patterns, lest
they become predictable. De-
pending on the team and situ-
ations, they target the far post or
the near pole. Teams have a
habit of stacking the central
areas with their tallest men. To
foil this, they sometimes target
the near post. Some corners are
whipped in, some floated. Some
swing; some don’t. Sometimes,
they drift into the box like a
swarm of bees. Sometimes, they
scatter like a regiment after a
drill. It’s synchronised chaos, so
second-guessing their patterns
becomes difficult.

Jover’sinfluence

The season before Jover’s
arrival, Arsenal had scored only
six goals from set pieces. Jover
was then with Manchester City,
feeling wasted as Pep Guard-
iola’s teams rely more on goals
from open play. He emphasised
on specific runs to sharpen
their movements. Players are
given just two seconds to run
intoa particular point to receive
theball, with Jover insistingon
repeating and re-repeating the
action until it becomes muscle
memory. The impact was in-
stant, and five years since join-
ing Arsenal, he won the meta-
phorical cigar too this time.
Probably, a hefty bonus pack-
age too.
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