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Happening
today

©PMNARENDRA MODI will
visit Sweden, where he will hold
bilateral talks with PM Ulf Kris-
tersson. The two leaders will
alsoaddress a pan-European
business leaders’ forum, along
with European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen.

o THE UNITED DEMOCRATIC
Front, which made a comeback
inthe recent Assembly pollsin
Kerala, is scheduled to submit
its list of ministers to Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘PARASITES’ REMARK

CJI: Misquoted,
had criticised
those whojoin
professions with
fake degrees

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

CHIEF JUSTICE of India (CJI)
Surya Kant on Saturday issued
aclarification on his courtroom
remarksin which he compared
asection of unemployed youth
to “cockroaches”, saying that he
had been “misquoted” by sec-
tions of the media and his criti-
cism was directed solely at
those who had joined different
professions through “fake or
bogus degrees”.

“I'am pained to read how a
section of the media has mis-
quoted my oral observations
made during the hearing of a
frivolous case yesterday. What I
had specifically criticised were
those who have entered profes-
sions like the Bar (legal profes-
sion) with the aid of fake and
bogus degrees. Similar persons
have sneaked into the media,
social media, and other noble
professions as well, and hence,
they are like parasites. It is to-
tally baseless to suggest that I
criticised the youth of our na-
tion. Not only am I proud of our
present and future human re-
source, but every youth of India
inspires me. Itis not an exagger-
ation to say that Indian youth
have great regard and respect
forme, and Itoo seethemasthe

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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NINTH ARREST SO FAR; HAD COMPLETE ACCESS TOBOTANY, ZOOLOGY PAPERS: CBI

Puncbotany profheld for NEET
leak, was NTA’s subject expert

Plotted with co-accused for deals with 70-75students: Probe [N 1A ﬂagS list of papcr
setters and translators

onitsradarto CBI

Mahender Singh Manral,
Nirbhay Thakur

& Soham Shah

New Delhi, Pune, May 16

A SENIOR professor of botany
at a prominent private college
in Pune who was appointed by
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) as a subject expert has
become the ninth person to be
arrested in the sweeping multi-
city investigation into the ques-
tion paper leak that led to the
cancellation of NEET (UG)
2026 earlier this week.

Fifty-seven-year-old Mani-
sha Gurunath Mandhare, who
teaches at the junior college of
the Modern College of Arts,
Science and Commerce, popu-
larly known as Modern College,
was arrested in Delhi, a spokes-
person for the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) said on
Saturday.
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Manisha Mandhare and P V Kulkarni (right) were involved in the exam
process on behalf of the National Testing Agency: CBI

INSIDE PAGE 7

COURT PULLS UP
CBIFOR CLOSING
2024 UGC-NET
LEAK CASE

Mandhare’s arrest came a
day after the CBI arrested PV
Kulkarni, a retired professor of
chemistry, in connection with

Telangana police arrest
minister Bandi Sanjay’s

sonin POCSO case

Nikhila Henry
Hyderabad, May 16

THE TELANGANA Police on
Saturday evening arrested
Bandi Sai Bhageerath, the son
of Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay
Kumar, in connection with a
POCSO (Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences) case.

“The accused was appre-
hended at the end of a man-
hunt at 8.15 pm on Saturday
and taken to Petbasheerabad
police station,” M Ramesh, the
Cyberabad Commissioner of
Police, told The Indian Express.
Bhageerath will be sent for
medical examination and pro-
duced before alocal magistrate
in Hyderabad, the commis-
sioner said.

The minister, however, said
hisson had appeared for police
questioning of his own volition.

Bandi Sai Bhageerathis accused
of sexually assaulting a17-yr-old

“In light of the allegations
levelled against my son and out
of deep respect for the law, I
have today, through our legal
counsel, handed him over to
the police for interrogation.”
He said that his son “has
been repeatedly asserting that
he has committed no wrong-
doing”. “As soon as the com-
plaintwaslodged, Iintended to
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Suvendu govt to re-verity 1.69 crore
caste papersissued in TMC tenure

Caste certificates of SIR-deleted ‘may be cancelled’: Order

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, May 16

IN A major decision, the newly
elected Suvendu Adhikari-led
BJP government in West Ben-
gal has ordered re-verification
of around 1.69 crore caste cer-
tificatesissued in the state since
2011, when the Mamata Baner-
jee-led Trinamool Congress
(TMC) had first come to powetr.

The government’s order

also states that caste certificates
issued to people whose names
have been deleted in the Elec-
tion Commission (EC)’s recent
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls will be exam-
ined and “may be cancelled”.

The Adhikari government’s
move comes in the backdrop of
allegations of fake caste certifi-
cates being issued to several
people in recent years.

“There were complaints

from different quarters that
fake SC (Scheduled Caste), ST
(Scheduled Tribe) and OBC
(Other Backward Class) certifi-
cateshavebeenissued toalarge
number of people since 2011.
There is a need for scrutiny.
That is why we have asked the
authorities to re-verify all the
caste certificates. If any officer
is found guilty of issuing fake
certificates, strict action will be

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

theleak in Pune. Kulkarni, who
was remanded in 10 days’ CBI
custody by a court in Delhi on
Saturday, too was involved in
the examination process on be-
halfofthe NTA, the CBI hassaid.
Theinvestigation has found
that Kulkarni and Mandhare al-
legedly struck deals with at
least 70-75 students, promising
to provide them with the ques-
tions of chemistry and biology
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Abhinaya Harigovind
New Delhi, May 16

WITH THE CBI arresting two
persons associated with the
process of preparing the NEET-
UG question paper, the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA) is
learnt to have flagged a list of
names of question paper setters
and translators who are “onthe
agency’sradar”tothe CBI. The
NTA is also learnt to be over-
haulingits existing list of ques-
tion paper setters and transla-
tors ahead of the retest
scheduled for June 21.

With the breach being
traced to the first stage where
the question paper originates

— the exam process involves a
sequence of steps, from setting
of the question paper to the
printing press and the exam
centre —the NTAisnowlearnt
tobe “doing away” with a set of
question paper setters and
translators, whose names it has
also submitted to the investi-
gating agency.

NTA sources said the
agency is trying to ensure a
“foolproof” retest by replacing
aset of people who were earlier
associated with the process.

On Friday, the CBI arrested
PV Kulkarni, a retired lecturer
from Pune, identifying him as
the “source of the NEET-UG

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Netherlands returns Chola-era artefacts

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Dutch counterpart Rob Jetten (right) during the restitution
ceremony of 11th-century Chola dynasty copper plates in The Hague, Saturday. pri

NAGPUR,

THE PLATES, in possession of
Leiden University since 1862,
areimportant sources of royal
chartersin South India

THESE ITEMS were likely exca-

vated in Tamil Nadu’s Nagapatti-
nam between 1687 and 1700 and
brought to Netherlands in 1712

THEMINISTRY OF CULTURE
had sentarequest for the return

of these artefacts from the
Netherlandsin2023. PAGE 6

People asked me to arrest their
Kkids: L-G Sinha on J&K drug crisis

800 held in amonth, calls to helpline
surge, focus shifts to rehabilitation

Naveed Igbal
Srinagar, May 16

JAMMU AND Kashmir Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha says
people have walked into his of-
fice asking him to arrest their
own children. That desperation,
he told The Indian Express, is
one of the reasons that pushed
him to launch an aggressive,

month-long campaign against
drug addiction and “narco-ter-
ror” in the Union Territory.
Theresultshavebeeninstan-
taneous: Over1400 people have
been arrested under the NDPS
(Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances) Actin J&K so
far this year — more than 800 of
them in the past month alone.
“We are making every effort

. EXPRESS
Interview

MANOJSINHA
J&K LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

possible to counter this threat.
I've had people come to my
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Romila Thapar, 94, on her memoir, the battle
over History, and why questioning remains
essential to intellectual life

SCREEN
Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari
on how life canbe
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CBSE makes third
language must for
Class 9 students
from this year

Atleast 2 of 3languages must be ‘native
Indian’; no board exam for 3rd language

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, May 16

A MONTH after it released its
new school curriculum, an-
nouncing that a third language
would be made compulsory in
Class 6 from the current aca-
demic session (2026-27), the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) has made
threelanguages —includingat
least “two native Indian lan-
guages” — compulsory for
Class 9 students from July 1this
year.

The third language will be
exempted from the Class 10
board examination, with its as-
sessment to be “entirely school-
based and internal”.

The curriculum announced
in April had taken a phased ap-
proach to implementing the
three-language formula (R1, R2,
R3), making it mandatory only
in Class 6 this year. So, students
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CLASS9STUDENTS
CANSTILLLEARN
FOREIGN LANGUAGES,
WITH CONDITIONS

whoarein Class 6in the current
academic session would have
been the first cohort to have R3
in Class 10 in 2030-31.

But in its latest circular is-
sued on Friday, the Board
changed its earlier decision to
not make R3 compulsory in
Class 9 immediately, and ex-
plained that the scheme of
studies forlanguages in Classes
9-10 is being aligned with the
NCERT syllabus.

“With effect from 1st July
2026, for Class IX, the study of
three languages (R1, R2, R3)
shall be compulsory, with at

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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TRUMP SAYS ISIS
DEPUTY CHIEF
KILLED INJOINT
OP WITHNIGERIA
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Pak mustdecideifit
wants to be part of
geography or history
or not: Army chief

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

IN A warning to Pakistan on
Saturday, Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi said that if it
continues to “harbour terrorists
and operate against India”, it
will have to decide whether it
wants "to be part of geography
or history or not”.

Speaking at the ‘Sena Sam-
wad’ event here, he was re-
sponding to a question on the
Army’s response if the circum-
stances that led to Operation
Sindoor last year arise again.

“If you have heard me ear-
lier, whatI have said... that Pak-
istan, if it continues to harbour
terrorists and operate against
India, then they have to decide
whether they want to be part of
geography or history or not,” he
said.

The Army Chief's com-
ments came days after India
marked the first anniversary of
Operation Sindoor. This is the
second such remark he has

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Army chief General Upendra
Dwivedi at the Sena Samwad
event in New Delhi, Saturday. pri

EXPLAINED

Towards Track Two

The Army Chief's remarks
come at atime when former
Army generals and retired
diplomats fromboth India
and Pakistan have met at
leasttwiceinthelastthree
months. While these are not
formal “back-channels of
communication”, thisis the
first such engagement since
Operation Sindoor.

e DEVOTEES QUEUE TO OFFER PRAYERS; ACTIVISTS SAY NEXT STEP IS TO GET 'MUSLIM STRUCTURES' INSIDE COMPLEX REMOVED

Day after High Court verdict, disputed Dhar complex wears ‘Hindu’ colours

Anand MohanJ
Dhar, May 16

LESS THAN 24 hours after
more than 2,000 people gath-
ered at the Bhojshala-Kamal
Maula mosque complex hereto
offer namaz, its transformation
into an exclusively Hindu relig-

Chalisa and offered prayers to
‘Ma Vagdevi’. In a recessed
chamber, flowers were arranged
in the symbol of “Om” beneath
a garlanded carving mounted
against a blackened wall where
Hindus believe an idol of God-
dess Saraswati once stood.

On Friday, initsorderonthe

ious place has begun. long-standing dispute around

On  Saturday, the medieval com-
marigold garlands PAGE1 plex, the Madhya
hung from the | anchor | Pradesh High Court
carved stone pillars ruled that its relig-

of the complex as devotees
queued barefoot beneath the
archesto offer prayers, take pho-
tographs and scatter flower
petals across the dark stone
floor. They recited Hanuman

ious character was that of Bhoj-
shala, or a temple of Goddess
Vagdevi (Saraswati). Under a
2003 arrangement, Hindus had
been performing puja at the
complex on Tuesdays, while

Muslims, who regard it as a
masjid, offered namaz at the
adjoining dargah on Fridays.

In its 242-page verdict, the
court made the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI), which has
administered the monument
since 1952, in-charge of preser-
vation and regulation of access
to the complex. It also said that
Muslims would no longer be
permitted to offer namaz at the
site, and directed the state gov-
ernment to consider allotting
alternativeland in Dhar district
for the same.

The Muslim side has said it
will challenge the High Court’s
order in the Supreme Court.
But, on the ground, the order

Yoy

T TH. A% B
1 ¥

People offer prayers inside the Bhojshala-Kamal Maula mosque
complexin Dhar, MP, Saturday. ANAND MOHANJ

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

has already started taking ef-
fect, with Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav rallying behind it.
Kuldeep Tiwari, one of the
petitioners in the case, stood
near the entrance distributing
ladoos to supporters. Referring
tothe High Court order that also
asked the Centre to consider
bringing back a Saraswati idol
housed at the British Museum
in the UK, which is believed to
betheonethatoncestood atthe
Bhojshala complex, Tiwari said:
“We now want the government
to bring back the idol and re-
spect the High Court decision.”
Tiwari and other Hindu ac-
tivists present at the complex
are also planning their next

campaign already. Pointing to-
wards astaircase, which Hindu
groups claim was constructed
during the period of Alauddin
Khilji, Tiwari said it too should
eventually be removed.

Ravi Sikarwar, a senior func-
tionary of an outfit called the
Bhoj Utsav Samiti, agreed.
“There are various structures
made by Muslimswhich haveto
go. We fought for 10 years to re-
claimourright toworship atthe
site every day. We will continue
to fight to remove all Muslim
community structures,” he said.

In contrast, a quiet hangs
over a canopy of white tents at
the Kamal Maula dargah ad-
joining the complex. Under-

neath, Yomuddin Shaikh, a
Kkhadim whose family haslong
been associated with the
shrine, took out an old family
tree preserved in plastic covers.
“My family has helped con-
duct the namaz here for cen-
turies,” he says softly. Willhe be
the last in the line, he wonders.
“We don’t know when we will
be able to read namaz again.
Yesterday, over 2,000 of us of-
fered namazhere onelasttime.”
Maulana Kamal Welfare So-
ciety president Abdul Samad,
one of the petitioners from the
Muslim side, said it was never
about seeking permission to
offer namaz. “We have been
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Heavy rain lashes Kochi, Kerala, on Saturday. ‘Orange alert’ issued
in the state’s Idukki and Malappuram districts. pri

Monsoon marks early
onset over Andaman

& Nicobar, Bay of
Bengal, Arabian Sea

Express News Service
Bengaluru, May 16

THE SOUTHWEST monsoon
marked an early arrival thisyear
over some areas of the south-
west and southeast Bay of Ben-
gal, Nicobar Islands and south-
east Arabian Sea, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) announced on Saturday.
“The southwest monsoon
has advanced into some parts
of the southeast Arabian Sea,
southwest and southeast Bay of
Bengal, many parts of Anda-
man Sea, entire Nicobar Islands
and some parts of Andaman Is-
lands, including Sri Vijaya
Puram, on May 16,” the IMD
said. This year’s monsoon
onset in these regions is earlier
by atleast sixdays than normal.
However, the onset here was
marked even earlier,on May 13,
lastyear. Asperthe IMD’s mon-
soon onset schedule, the nor-
mal date for the monsoon onset
over the south Andaman Sea,
and Port Blairin Andaman and
Nicobar Islands is May 22.
There has been an increase
in the rainfall activity during
the past two days over Nicobar
Islands, the Andaman Sea and
neighbourhood areas. In addi-
tion, the strengthening of the
westerly winds and the desired
outgoing longwave radiation

e Monsoononset

over Bay of Bengal
Year Onsetdate
2026 May 16
2025 May 13
2024 May 19
2023 May 19
2022 May 16
2021 May 21
2020 May 17
2019 May 18

*SOURCE: IMD

values indicating presence of
convective cloud mass serve as
a key criteria for declaring the
monsoon onset.

The met department also
shared that conditions are fa-
vourable for further advance-
ment of southwest monsoon
into some more parts of south-
east Arabian Sea, southwest
and southeast Bay of Bengal, re-
maining parts of Andaman Is-
lands and Andaman Sea, and
some parts of eastcentral Bay of
Bengal during the next 3-4 days.

The monsoon onset over
Kerala is mostly likely on May
26. That will mark the com-
mencement of the four-month
monsoon season this year.

FROM PAGE 1

Botany prof arrested

inthe NEET paper in exchange
for Rs 2.5 lakh to Rs 3 lakh per
student.

Asourcesaid the probe so far
hasrevealed that Mandhare and
Kulkarni have known each
other for many years, and that
Mandhare had allegedly ap-
proached Kulkarni with the
plan this January.

“After multiple in-person
meetings and talks, she con-
vinced him and decided to
charge Rs 2.5 lakh per student.
Theyhad atleast 70-75 students,
and gave special classestogether
in the same premises,” the
source said.

The NTA is the government
agency under the Union Minis-
try of Education that admin-
isters the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test for
admission to undergraduate
medical colleges across the
country every year. The exam
consists of a consolidated ques-
tion paper in four sections,
physics, chemistry, botany, and
zoology. More than 22.71akh as-
pirants appeared for this year’s
exam on May 3. NTA an-
nounced theleakand cancelled
theexamon May 12. A retest will
be held on June 21.

B_engal

taken against him or her,”
Kshudiram Tudu, Minister for
Backward Classes Welfare, said.

The order dated May 14 was
issued by the Backward Classes
Welfare Department secretary to
all district magistrates of the
state. “You are aware that
around 1.69 crore caste certifi-
cates have beenissued since 2011
(SC:1.00 crore, ST: 21 1akh and
OBC: 48 lakh). Of these, around
47.80 lakh caste certificates (SC:
32.511akh, ST: 6.65 lakh & OBC:
8.64 lakh) have been issued by
the respective certificateissuing
authorities against applications
received through the Duare Sar-
kar camps (in 10 phases) within
the stipulated time frame,” the
order stated.

While communities such as
Matuasand Rajbanshisarelisted
in the SC category, many Mus-
lim groups are included in the
OBClist. The Duare Sarkar (gov-
ernment at your doorstep) pro-
grammewasaflagshipinitiative
of the previous Mamatagovern-
ment, under which neighbour-

| hood camps were organised to
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Himayat Mission Management Unit — Jammu and Kashmir

Rural Livelihoods Mission

Department of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj
Government of Jammu & Kashmir
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Expression of Interest for empanelment of Project Implementing Agencies
(PIAs) under Himayat (DDU-GKY 2.0) in
the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

Ref No.:

COO/HMMU/JKRLM/EO1/01/2026(Com.No.:7720253)

Date of Issue: 16-05-2026

Himayat Mission Management Unit, Jammu and Kashmir Rural Livelihoods Mission
38 A/B, Gandhi Nagar, Jammu-180004
2nd Floor, SFC House, Durganag, Srinagar- 190001, J&K

Guidelines)

payable in favour of NIRD&PR.

*PAN: AAAAN4871B

* GSTIN: 36AAAAN4871B1ZT
* Account Number: 62431332037
* IFSC Code: SBIN0020965

borne by the applicant PIA.
1. Eligibility/Barred PIAs:

time to time.
2. Indicative list of priority Sectors:

Construction.
3. Other Conditions Applicable:

(DDU-GKY) 2.0 Guidelines and SOPs.
4. General Instructions to Applicant PIAs

rejected.

be considered.
of programme implementation.

the PIA.

binding.

5. Submission of Proposals

DIP/J-2179/26-DATE 16 MAY 2026

Expression of Interest (Eol) for Submission of Project Proposals under Himayat (DDU-GKY 2.0)
The Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD), Government of India, under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), is implementing a placement-linked skill
development scheme, namely Himayat (DDU-GKY 2.0). The Himayat Mission Management Unit (HMMU), Jammu & Kashmir Rural Livelihoods Mission (JKRLM),
functions as the Nodal Agency for implementation of the said scheme in the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

HMMU-JKRLM hereby invites Project Proposals from eligible Project Implementation Agencies (PIAs) for implementation of Himayat (DDU-GKY 2.0), with a focus
on skilling and placement® of youth of the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, for the Financial Year 2026-27 and 2027-28. (*Placements as per Clause 5.2.7 of the

PIAs possessing a valid Permanent Registration Number (PRN) issued by MoRD may submit their proposals through the designated MoRD portal, i.e.,
https://kaushal.rural.gov.in, along with a non-refundable Initial Screening Fee of 25,000 (Rupees twenty five thousand only) + applicable GST @18% i.e. % 29,500,

NIRD&PR has been designated as the Appraisal Agency under Himayat (DDU-GKY 2.0) for the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir. All project appraisals shall be
undertaken strictly through the designated IT platform of MoRD, i.e., https://kaushal.rural.gov.in.

Account Details for Submission of Initial Screening Fee:
* Name of the Account: NIRDPR DDUGKY Savings Bank Account

* Address: NIRD Campus, Rajendranagar, Hyderabad - 500030, Telangana
Payment Mode: Through RTGS/NEFT to the above bank account.

Projects shortlisted at the Initial Screening stage shall be taken up for Qualitative Appraisal. Such PIAs shall be required to deposit a separate non-refundable Qualitative
Appraisal Fee, as prescribed under the applicable DDU-GKY norms. Intimation for the same shall be issued to the concerned PIAS in due course.

Applicant PIAs are advised to carefully review the DDU-GKY 2.0 Guidelines and the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) prior to submission of proposals. The same
are available at https:/kaushal.rural.gov.in. It is reiterated that all expenses pertaining to project appraisal, including screening and qualitative appraisal fees, shall be

Eligibility of the applicant PIAs shall be governed strictly in accordance with chapter 7 of DDU-GKY 2.0 guidelines, read with notifications issued by MoRD from

Tourism & Hospitality, Retail, Logistics, IT&ITES, Healthcare, Apparel, BFSI, Electrical, Electronics, Handicraft, Aerospace & Aviation, Green Jobs,

a) The selected PIA shall ensure commencement of training for the first batch under the project on or before 31.10.2026. Further, all placement or self/gig
employment of trained candidates must also begin on or before 31.03.2028, in accordance with the applicable Guidelines and SOPs.

b) Preference shall be accorded to those applicant PIAs proposing:
®  Captive employment with wages higher than the minimum wage rates applicable in the Union Territory;
® Enhanced mobilisation from tribal and other priority areas; and
® Establishment and operationalisation of training centres in Aspirational Districts of the Union Territory.

¢) Allocation of targets shall be undertaken by HMMU-JKRLM based on sectoral demand, industry-aligned courses, strong employer partnerships for sustainable
placements, existing training infrastructure and capacity of the PIA. Release of funds shall be governed strictly in accordance with the provisions of the Himayat

a. Non-compliance with any of the requirements stipulated in this Eol shall render the proposal liable for rejection at any stage of appraisal.
b. The proposal must be complete in all respects and accompanied by all requisite documents, as specified in DDU-GKY 2.0 SOP Chapter 1.
¢. The DDU-GKY 2.0 Guidelines, Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) issued by MoRD may be accessed from the official portal: https://kaushal.rural.gov.in.

d. Proposals shall be submitted strictly within the timelines prescribed under this Eol. Any extension in submission timelines, if required, shall be notified only
through an official corrigendum to be posted on https://kaushal.rural.gov.in.

e. HMMU-JKRLM shall not be responsible or liable for any costs, expenses, or losses incurred by the applicant PIAs in preparation or submission of proposals.
f. Only those proposals which fulfil the eligibility criteria and comply with all terms and conditions of this Eol shall be considered for evaluation. The appraisal

process shall be undertaken in accordance with DDU-GKY 2.0 SOP Chapter 1 of MoRD. Proposals lacking valid or requisite documentation shall be summarily
g. In case any information or document furnished by the applicant PIA is found to be false, fabricated, or misleading at any stage, the proposal shall be rejected, and
such PIA shall be liable for blacklisting and other legal action as per applicable laws.
h. Proposals submitted through modes other than the prescribed online portal (such as fax, email, etc.) shall not be entertained. No correspondence in this regard shall
i. HMMU-JKRLM reserves the right to modity, amend, or relax any of the conditions or criteria stipulated in this Eol, at any stage, in public interest or in exigencies

j. Sanction of a project under Himayat (DDU-GKY 2.0) does not confer any assurance or guarantee of revenue, business continuity, or additional future target to

k. The applicant PIA shall not assign, transfer, or sublet, in whole or in part, any of its obligations under the project.
1. HMMU-JKRLM reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals without assigning any reason thereof, and its decision in this regard shall be final and

m. Any attempt to influence the appraisal process, directly or indirectly, shall lead to disqualification of the applicant PIA

Eligible PIAs shall submit their applications online through the MoRD portal, i.c., http://kaushal.rural.gov.in, on or before 07-06-2026. (Sunday)
Only those applications submitted within the validity period of this Eol shall be considered for further processing.

Rajneesh Gupta (JKAS)

Chief Operating Officer

Himayat Mission Management Unit
JKRLM, Jammu

“She (Manisha Mandhare)
was involved in the NEET UG
2026 examination process and
wasappointed bythe NTAasan
expert. She had complete access
tothe botany and zoology ques-
tion papers,” the CBI spokesper-
son said.

In April, Mandhare had al-
legedly “mobilised prospective
NEET examination candidates
through arrested Manisha
Waghmare of Pune and con-
ducted special coaching classes
for these students at her Pune
residence”, the spokesperson
said.

Manisha Waghmare, the
owner of abeautysalonin Pune,
was arrested on May 14. Along
with Kulkarni, she too was re-
manded in CBI custody for 10
days on Saturday.

“During these special
classes, [Mandhare] explained
and disclosed various questions
from botany and zoology sub-
jects and made the students
note down the same in their
notebooks and also mark them
in their textbooks. Majority of
these questions tallied with the
actual question paper of NEET
UG 2026 examination held on
May 3,” the CBI spokesperson

facilitate access to schemes and
receive applications for caste
and other certificates.

“Now, it has been observed
that the authenticity and genu-
ineness of some caste certificates
issued since 2011 have been chal-
lenged by different quarters,” the
order said. It noted that the is-
suance of caste certificates is a
statutory responsibility of the
sub-divisional officers (SDOs)
and district welfare officer
(DWO), Kolkata, which required
detailed scrutiny and verifica-
tion before any certificate could
beissued.

“Considering the impor-
tance and sensitivity of the
matter, re-verification of such
caste certificates at the level of
the respective issuing author-
ities will be done in accordance
with the prevailing norms and
statutory provisions,” it added.

The order directed district
magistrates (DMs) to ask all
SDOstore-verify all caste certifi-
cates issued since 2011 “along
with the related 2nd generation
caste certificates issued on the
basis thereof, in terms of prevail-
ing norms and statutory provi-
sions, to ensure the authenticity
and genuineness of the issued

_ caste certificates and maintain

transparency in the caste certifi-
cate issuing process’.

The order alsoreferred tothe
controversial SIR exercise.
“Moreovet, caste certificates is-
sued tothe persons and depend-
entswhose names have been de-
leted from the electoral roll of the
state in the recently conducted
SIR exercises, shall be examined
and may be cancelled following
the due process...” it read.

E} Sinha

office asking to arrest their kids
because they could not handle
this on their own. Generally, too,
when people come to meet me,
they raise this issue, and I real-
ised that it needed greater inter-
vention.”

Sinha said that the adminis-
tration is making “every effort”
tocontain theissue at the supply
chain level, seizing narcotics
that are in the system and
handing out strict punishment
to those involved. “A key aspect
of thisisawareness and rehabili-
tation, whichIfeel is our biggest
challenge at the moment. We are
working on all of this simulta-
neously,” Sinha said. After con-
sultation with several stake-
holders, strategies have been
developed to effectively monitor
rehabilitation centres, he said.

“We have asked for at least
one bed to be reserved in every
health facility in the UT, irre-
spective of size, for victims of ad-
diction, so that even if a patient
can'timmediately find a reha-
bilitation centre, they can atleast

said.

The investigating agency
has ascribed a similar role and
modus operandi to Kulkarni as
well. Hetoo allegedly ran special
coaching classes with the help
of Waghmare, where he dictated
questions to students, along
with the options and the correct
answers.

According to the CBI, the
questions that Kulkarni dictated
were noted down by the stu-
dents, and they have tallied
exactly with the question paper
of the exam held on May 3.

“PV Kulkarni provided ques-
tionsto certain persons through
Manisha Waghmare. They were
in conspiracy with each otherto
collect and distribute theleaked
question papers,” public pros-
ecutor Neetu Singh, represent-
ing CBI, told Special Judge Ajay
Gupta of Rouse Avenue Courtin
Delhi on Saturday.

The CBI has described Kul-
karni, who taught chemistry in
Dayanand Junior College in
Latur, Maharashtra, before his
retirement a few years ago, as
the “source of the NEET-UG
2026 examination paper leaks”.

“The probe hasrevealed that
Kulkarni was involved in the
process of examination on be-
half of NTA. He had access to
the question papers, and he or-
ganised special coaching

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

sessions at his Pune residence
during the last week of April
2026, inwhich students were al-
legedly mobilised and taught
the leaked material,” a CBI spo-
kesperson had said on Friday.

Seeking 14 days’ custody for
Kulkarni and Waghmare, the
CBI told the Special Judge on
Saturday that in order to inves-
tigate the “larger conspiracy”
behind the paper leak, the
agency “might have to take
them outside [Delhi] as well”.

“Theinvestigationisatacru-
cial stage. We need custody to
collect evidence,” counsel told
the court. In its remand papers,
the agency said it wanted to
“identify locations where ques-
tions were revealed to certain
candidates”.

Manisha Mandhare, who
was arrested on Saturday, had
been workingat Modern College
since2002,and was duetoretire
inJanuary 2027, college author-
itiessaid. She hasan MScdegree
in botany, and had been work-
ing for the NTA for at least five
years, Nivedita Ekbote, princi-
pal of the college, said.

“I heard about her arrest
through news channels..., no
one has contacted me...We are
not involved due to the confi-
dentiality [involved in the set-
ting of question papers]...,” Prof
Ekbote said.

‘Pak mustdecide’

made since Operation Sindoor
last year.

Last year, hetold soldiers that
if Pakistan wants to remain on
the world map, it would have to
stop sponsoring terrorism on its
soil, adding that Indiawould not
show any restraint it showed last
time.

OnSaturday, the Army Chief
also said the military is under-
going rapid changes and mod-
ernisation, causing technology
to become obsolete within 18
months.

“If you have to adapt to that
kind of technology, how are you
going about it? Therefore, the
ripples of change have to be felt
ateverylevel, starting from asol-
diertoamajortoamajor general,
till a general like me..When you

B_hoi shala

praying here for hundreds of
years and do not need per-
mission,” Samad asserted, ad-
ding that the High Court had
merely quashed the 2003 ASI
arrangement. “We are studying
the order and will work with the
ASI to understand how namaz
can continue. We will offer
namaz only here,” he said.
Dhar Shahr Qazi Waqgar Sid-
diqui said there were several Is-
lamic structures within the
complex, and they are worried
about them. “We have a

| mehrab, wazukhana, graves...

gotothe nearest hospitaland no
oneisturned away,” he said.

According to Sinha, the on-
going 100-day campaign has
also helped reduce some of the
stigma associated with repor-
ting a victim. “Calls to the
MANAS helpline for J&K have
increased six-fold over the past
month, and people are coming
forward to report anyone ped-
dling or consuming drugs in
their ambit. The societal impact
has been immensely positive,”
he said.

Sinha said there is a “direct
linkbetween the inflow of drugs
and terrorism”. “The money ul-
timately travels back to these
(terrorist) organisations. I've
travelled to areas from which
drugs are being sent into J&K,
and we have enhanced security
at these entry points with men
and equipment,” he said.

The administration has
tracked forward areas on the
Line of Control, such as
Tangdhar, Keran, Gurez and Ka-
thua, as entry points for the dis-
tribution of drugs in J&K.

Sinha added it was “expedi-
ent and necessary” to lay down
aStandard Operating Procedure

look at the big picture, a whole-
of-nationapproach, howareyou
goingto converge this complete
India as a nation to fight a war?
How are you going to establish
the interlinkages? How are you
going to provide the strategic
guidance to the decision
makers?” he said.

“Those arethe bigthings that
we are looking at while making
surethatyourhaloeffectand the
reputation which you have
made over a period of time
comes down to a soldier or to a
common citizen who is part of
the whole-of-the-nation ap-
proach whenever you go for the
next operations or war,” he said.

Healsosaid that asfar asthe
Indian Army is concerned, there
isleadership at every level.

Wewant the ASIto protect these
structures.”

A few kilometres away, in
the Muslim-majority lanes of
Dhar’s older quarters, most
shops were shut Saturday, to
guard against any trouble. Men
huddled in groups discussed
the verdict and the expected
Supreme Court challenge, as
police vehicles passed by
slowly.

“My grandfather and his
father before him offered
namaz here,” said Riyaz
Ahmed, adry fruits trader. “We
should also have the sameright.
I cannot believe my sons may
never be able to offer namaz at
this historic site again.”

for law enforcement agencies
and administrative authorities
to ensure “systematic and ex-
peditious cancellation, im-
poundment, suspension and
deactivation of passport, driving
license, arms licence and Aad-
haar card of persons accused of
drug-related offences...”

Another aspect of deterrence
by the security apparatus has
been the demolition of proper-
ties linked to the distribution of
narcotics. As per official data, 41
such properties have been de-
molished this year, drawing criti-
cism from both the ruling Na-
tional Conference and the
opposition PDP, who say that
families are being punished for
the crimes of individuals.

“If these homes or proper-
ties have been constructed by
way of smuggling, how is that
okay? If someone is working to
ruin society, what sympathy is
expected for them? I have
spoken to people about thisand
asked them if anyone innocent
has been targeted, and (they
say) that has not happened.
People are in favour of action
against those distributing nar-
cotics,” the LG said.

* J&K’s war againstdrugs

' FIRs registered

Persons arrested

' Narcotic drugs seized

f Psychotropic substances seized
' PITNDPS proposals sponsored

' Detentions under PITNDPS

'Narcotic drugs disposed of u/s 52A NDPS Act | 29,307 kg

' Poppy cultivation destroyed
Cannabis cultivation destroyed
| Awareness programmes

“UNTIL MAY 11; AKANAL IS 1/8 OF AN ACRE

2023 2024 2025 2026*
12,243 1,554 1,863 1,255
13,194 12,213 12,592 11,472
110,389kg | 4,823kg 13,870kg  |1,300kg
111,68,094 units | 1,31,742units | 76,476 units | 39,303 units |
1276 1291 1276 174 1l
1270 1275 1240 |40
110,133kg | 21.674kg | 4,962kg
1,865kanals | 320kanals  20kanals | 30kanals
17,583 kanals | 5,560kanals | 2,771kanals | 81kanals
14,432 4511 4,668 12,360
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Was misquoted: CJI

pillarsofadeveloped India,” the
CJIsaid in his statement.

The clarification came aday
after a hearing in the Supreme
Court, when the bench compris-
ing the CJI and Justice Joyma-
lya Bagchi pulled up a lawyer
who had filed a petition seeking
directions to the Delhi High
Court over the designation of a
Senior Advocate, a status he
himself was aspiring to.

Annoyed with what the
bench called a “frivolous” peti-
tion, the CJT had made a series
of observations from the bench.
“There are already parasites of
society who attack the system
and youwant tojoin hands with
them? There are youngsterslike
cockroaches, they don’t get any
employment, they don’t have
any place in profession. Some of

them become media, some of
them become social media,
some of them become RTI activ-
ists, some of them become other
activists, and they start attack-
ing everyone... And you people
file contempt petitions,” he had
said.

The bench dismissed the
plea, which was filed for the
third time before the Supreme
Court, and told the petitioner
that “the whole world might be
eligible for senior designation,
but at least you are not.”

When the petitioner apolo-
gised and sought to withdraw
his plea, the bench agreed.

The CJThad also voiced con-
cern that a large number of law
degrees in Delhi could be fake,
and said he would want the CBI
to verify them.

NTA flags list

2026 examination paper leaks”.
Another professor from Pune,
Manisha Gurunath Mandhare,
was arrested on Saturday.

NTA sources said Kulkarni
was involved in setting ques-
tions for the Chemistry section,
and in translation into Marathi.
Sourcessaid the NTA hasseveral
expertsassociated with the ques-
tion paper setting process, and
sometimes uses the same indi-
vidual for settingand translation
in orderto minimise the number
of people who have accesstothe
questions.

Candidates can opt for
NEET-UG question papers in
one of 13languages.

A CBI spokesperson on Sat-
urday said Mandhare was ap-
pointed by the NTA as an expert
and had access to the Botany
and Zoology section.

On paper — as recom-
mended by an expert committee
that was constituted in 2024 —
the NTA hasa protocol toensure
that question papers are setin a
secure mannetr. As per the com-
mittee’srecommendations, this
includes drawingsubject experts
from across the country to set
question papers, including a
chief paper setter among them.

CBSE

least twolanguagesbeing native
Indian languages," it said. "Stu-
dents who wish to study a for-
eign language may do so as the
third language only if the other
two languages are native Indian
languages, or as an additional
fourth language," it said.

For schoolsthathave English
as the medium of instruction,
English becomes the one lan-
guage that is not native to India
that they can teach, leaving no
room for another foreign lan-
guage.

“In this context, the Board
has carefully reviewed the re-
cently released NCERT syllabus
for Class IX (2026-27), which in-
cludes the study of three lan-
guages(R1,R2,R3) atthesecond-
ary stage. Given that the current
academic session commenced
in April 2026, CBSE has decided
toadoptatransitional approach
to align its scheme of studies
with the NCERT syllabus,” it
said.

The secondary school cur-
riculum hasalsobeen revised ac-
cordingly, and reflects the “tran-
sitional approach” — Class 9
studentsthisyearwill learn from
Class 6-level R3 textbooks, and

The paper setting team is to
function in a room, as decided
bythe NTA, thatis “acoustically
insulated”, does “not contain
transparent glass”, and does not
have internet facilities. Paper
setters are to leave personal be-
longings including cellphones
and laptops outside, and the
room is to include a “pantry
area” with refreshments. The
team’s questions are used to pre-
pare more than one question
papet.

As per the committee’s rec-
ommendations, “language ex-
perts must certify that no third
party or press has seen...the
marking scheme, number of
questions, types of questions, or
actual content of questions.”

In 2024, when the matter of
aleak and a petition for cancel-
lation of the NEET-UG exam
reached the Supreme Court, the
NTA had informed the court
that experts are invited to its of-
ficetogenerate questionsinare-
stricted area, where they seal
their work daily.

Earlier thisweek, NTA Direc-
tor General Abhishek Singh told
The Indian Express that the
committee’s recommendations
on protocol had been followed.

Class 10 students next year will
learn from Class 7-level R3
books.

“To keep the focus on learn-
ingand reduce anyundue press-
ureonstudents, noboard exam-
ination shall be conducted for R3
at the Class X level,” it said. “All
assessments for R3 shall be en-
tirely school-based and internal.
The performance of studentsin
R3 will be duly reflected in the
CBSE certificate,” it said.

The board also assured that
“no student will be barred from
appearing in the Class X board
examinations duetoR3.”

On the availability of
teachers, the board said that
schools may “engage existing
teachers of other subjects who
possess functional proficiency”
in the language. It also allowed
“inter-school resource sharing...
virtual or hybrid teaching sup-
port” and the engagement of re-
tired teachers.

Schools have been asked to
update their language options
on the board's OASIS portal by
June 30.

TheBoard has allowed relax-
ations for children with special
needs, foreign students and
CBSE schools abroad, permit-
ting flexibility in implementing
the third language requirement
on a case-by-case basis.

Minister Bandi’s son

hand him over at the police sta-
tion immediately. However, we
consulted with ourlawyers, and
hepresented the evidencein our
possession before them. Upon
reviewingthe evidence, the law-
yers expressed confidence that
the case would likely be quashed
and that bail would certainly be
granted. Thatiswhytherewasa
slight delay,” he said.

Earlierinthe day, Telangana
Police had issued a Look Out Cir-
cular (LOC) against Bhageerath
and conducted searches at his
father’shome in Karimnagar, his
relative’s residence in Hydera-
bad’s Banjara Hills, and his
friends’ homes in Yousufguda.

Bhageerathisaccused of sex-
ually assaulting a17-year-old be-
tween October and December
2025. Thetwo had allegedly met
through mutual friends in June
2025.

In a complaint lodged on
May 8, the gitl’s mother alleged
that Bhageerath subjected herto
repeated sexual abuse and emo-
tional blackmail. According to
the complaint, he allegedly iso-

lated her and controlled her edu-
cational career decisions.

Police initially booked Bha-
geerath under charges of assault
or using criminal force againsta
woman with intent to outrage
her modesty and sexual harass-
ment, along with provisions of
the POCSO Act. Later, once the
girl’s statement was recorded,
the police added the charge of
aggravated sexual assault under
the POCSO Act.

The Telangana High Court
had on Friday night refused to
grant Bhageerath interim pro-
tection from arrest.

Hiscounsel, senior advocate
S Niranjan Reddy, had argued
that the police be directed notto
arresthim, addingthat stringent
conditions may beimposed dur-
ingthe interim period. Howevet,
atthe end of the hearing, which
lasted over two hours, Justice T
MadhaviDevi said, “Thave gone
through the statement of the vic-
tim, though notin detail but cur-
sorily, and at this stage, 'm not
inclined to grant any interim
order.”
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INTEGRATION THROUGH DIGILOCKER AND API SETU PLATFORMS

DU toroll out digital UG, PG
admission system linked toNTA

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, May 16

FOR THE first time, Delhi Uni-
versity will introduce auto-
maticdigital integration of stu-
dents’ personal details and
CUET scores in both under-
graduate and postgraduate ad-
missions this year, The Indian
Express has learnt.

The university said the
move is aimed at reducing pa-
perwork, duplication and man-
ual errors in the admission pro-
cess. DU also opened
postgraduate admissions on
Saturday, marking the first full
rollout of the postgraduate sys-
tem envisioned under the Na-
tional Education Policy (NEP).

The digital integration,
being rolled out through the
government’s DigiLocker and
API Setu platforms, will allow
key student information — in-
cluding names, dates of birth,
gender, category, parents’
names and Common Univer-
sity Entrance Test (CUET)
scores — to be automatically
fetched into the admission por-
tal instead of requiring appli-
cants to repeatedly upload
documents or manually fill in
forms.

2

Cycle dlstnbutlon scheme

DU opened postgraduate admissions on Saturday.riL

Inastatementissued Satur-
day, the university said the digi-
tal integration was part of the
government’s larger “Digital
India vision”, describing it as a
“secure, scalable, and citizen-
focused digital identity sol-
ution” that would reduce “the
hassle of managing duplicate
data”, strengthen “data secur-
ity”, and create “a uniform
authentication mechanism for
Government services”.

The university also ac-
knowledged the role of the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA)in
“integrating the students’ in-
formation on the national reg-
istry and extending it touniver-
sities securely”.

This year, DUwill, for the first

el Ny
1

time, offer two distinct post-
graduate pathways under the
NEP framework — a one-year
Master’s programme and atwo-
year Master’s programme.

For those opting for two-
years Master’s: Admissions to
the two-year postgraduate pro-
grammeswill continue through
the university’s Common Seat
Allocation System (CSAS), with
allocations based “solely on the
scores obtained in CUET (PG)-
20267, according to the admis-
sion notice.

Students currently in either
the third or fourth year of their
undergraduate programmes
will be eligible to apply, pro-
vided they meet programme-
specific eligibility conditions

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta distributed 500 bicycles to girls who had passed classes 10 and 12 at
Kerala School, RK Puram, in New Delhi on Saturday. PRAVEEN KHANNA

21-year-old man assaulted, killed by
group of youth; minor among 2 held

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

A 21-YEAR-OLD man was ab-
ducted, assaulted and killed al-
legedly by a group of youth in
Central Delhi’s Anand Parbat,
with police arresting one of the
accused and apprehending a
juvenile in connection with the
case, officers said on Saturday.

According to the police, ar-
rested accused has been ident-
ified as Virat alias Gattu (22), a
resident of Baljeet Nagar. APCR
call wasreceived at Anand Par-
bat police station on Thursday
reporting an assault near Ram-
jas Park, officers said.

The caller informed that
three youths passing through
the area were intercepted by a
group of around 10 persons and
attacked, following which one

of them was forcibly taken
away, officers said.

When police reached the
spot, they found an unidenti-
fied man lying unconscious
near theboundary wall of Ram-
jas Park, close to a garbage
dump in a forested stretch, of-
ficers added. “The victim had
visible injuries on the left side
of his chest and head and was
declared dead after being taken
to ahospital,” an officer said.

Police, said the identity of
the deceased was later estab-
lished through a SIM card re-
covered from a mobile phone
found at the scene.A case was
registered and investigation
initiated. During the probe, po-
licerecorded the statement ofa
friend of the deceased, who al-
leged that seven persons at-
tacked them following an ear-

Eye on waterlogging,

Rs 55-crore precast drain

project launched on
Narela-Bawanaroad

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

IN AN effort to tackle waterlogging,
PWD Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh
on Saturday laid the foundation
stone for a Rs 55-crore precast Rein-
forced Cement Concrete (RCC)
drain project along the Narela-Ba-
wana road stretch, from the Narela
railway crossing to the Delhi Jal

Board (DJB) outfall.

Officials said the project, part of

able faster execution, improve struc-
tural quality and reduce on-site dis-
ruption compared to conventional

construction methods.

The use of precast elements is
also expected to cut dust generation
and material spread on roads,
thereby easing traffic movement
during construction. Officials said
this would allow work to continue
even during the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) period, without
significantly impacting timelines.

lier dispute.

Accordingtothe statement,
the assailants allegedly dragged
the victim into the forested area
and attacked him with a knife
and bricks, while the others
managed to escape.

A team was subsequently
formed to trace those involved
inthe crime.

Following technical surveil-
lance and local intelligence, po-
lice apprehended Virat near
Ramjas Park. At his instance,
the knife allegedly used in the
crime was recovered from a
nearby forested area.

During questioning, police
said, Virat revealed that the al-
leged murder was carried outin
retaliation for an earlier assault
on their associate by the de-
ceased and his friends two days
prior to the incident.

and have appeared for the rel-
evant CUET-PG paper.

The university said registra-
tions for the two-year post-
graduate programmes would
begin on May 16 and close at
11.59 pmon June?.

Candidatesbelongingto SC,
ST and PwBD categories will
have to pay an application fee
of Rs100 per programme, while
applicants from UR, OBC-NCL
and EWS categories will pay Rs
250 per programme.

The registration portal for
admissions hasbeen hosted on
the university’s postgraduate
admissions website.For those
opting for one-years Master’s:
The university also announced
that admissionsto the one-year
postgraduate programmes
would be conducted separately
through another portal to be
launched later.

Under the NEP-based struc-
ture, only Delhi University stu-
dents pursuing a four-year
Bachelor’s Honours degree
with Research or Entrepre-
neurship, or those completing
a four-year Bachelor’s degree
with a major in the relevant
subject, will be eligible for the
one-year Master’s track, subject
to other conditions.

Honey trap extortion
racket busted, four held

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

THE DELHI Police Crime
Branch busted an organised
honey-trap and extortion
racket that preyed on users of
dating applications by imper-
sonating police officials. Four
accused have been arrested in
connection with the case.

According to investigators,
the gang operated with a calcu-
lated modus operandi. Police
said first, fake female profiles
were created on dating plat-
formsto lure victims. Once con-
tact was established, conversa-
tions quickly moved offline.
Victims were persuaded to
meet in person, often at public
places, before being taken to
more isolated locations.

“One of the accused would
impersonate a police official by
wearing a uniform to create
fear and legitimacy, after which
victims were threatened with
false criminal cases and forced
to pay large sums as ‘settle-
ment’,” said Pankaj Kumar,
DCP, Crime Branch.

In one such case, police
said, the complainant alleged
that he was called to meet a
woman at a popular outlet in
Janakpuri after connecting on
Tinder. He was then taken to a
flat along with another associ-
ate. At the location, multiple
men entered, including one in
a police wuniform, and
threatened toimplicate himin

a false rape case unless he paid
Rs15]akh.

The ordeal was not over as
yet. Police said the victim was
allegedly forced into his own
car and driven around for
hours, while being pressured to
arrange cash and withdraw
money from ATMs.

“This was a well-organised
rcket where each member had
a defined role — from creating
fake profiles and luring targets
to staging raids and collecting
extorted money,” Kumar said.

Acting on specific intelli-
gence, a Crime Branch team
laid a trap near Rajouri Garden
on May 12. One of the accused,
Sushil Kumar, was appre-
hended on the spot while wear-
ing a fake police uniform, even
as three others initially man-
aged to escape.

Police said they were later
tracked down and arrested. The
accused have been identified as
Deepak, Vinod and Neeraj,
while efforts are underway to
apprehend other members of
the gang. Police said the ac-
cused were not first-time of-
fenders. Three of them had
been previously involved in a
similar case registered at Bin-
dapur, while another had faced
arrestin 2017 inacase involving
a similar modus operandi.

Advising caution, Kumar
said, “Citizens must remain
careful while interacting with
unknown persons through so-
cial media...”
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Delhi’s drainage master plan, will
cover 9.5 km in total length, with 5-
kmon oneside, and another 4.5-km
ontheother. The projectisaimed at
providing along-term solution tore-
curring waterlogging in the area,
they added.

As per government sources, the
drain will be constructed using pre-
cast technology, where structural
components are manufactured off-
site and assembled at the location.
Officials said the method would en-

Speaking on the occasion, the
PWD Minister said the focus was on
durable and “long-term” solutions
to civic infrastructure challenges,
adding that the project was expected
tosignificantly improve stormwater
drainage and reduce monsoon-re-
lated waterlogging once completed.

Officials have also been directed
toexpedite execution and complete
critical stretches before the onset of
the monsoon, a statement from the
Minister's office noted.
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CBSE INTRODUCES 3-LANGUAGE RULE MID-SESSION

‘Children being treated like guinea

pigs’: Delhi schools tflag confusion
Class 9 students

Principals warn of disruption, possible job losses for
foreign language teachers, lack of clarity on execution

The move has come with little transition time, say schools. FiLe

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, May 16

JUST WEEKS into the new aca-
demic session, teachers and
parents of students studyingin
Delhi schools were left to
grapple with a new directive of
the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) mandating
that a third language will be in-
troduced in Class 9 from this
July. This, the schools said,
would eventually force stu-
dentstodrop a foreign language
and begin to learn an Indian
language afresh mid-session.

The move, which extends
the three-language formula to
the secondary stage, has come
with little transition time, leav-
ingschoolstorework timetables,
reassign teachers and reconsider
language options mid-term.

While the Board has man-
dated in a May 15 circular that
two of the three languages have
tobe Indian, many schools said
the practical outcome is a shift
towards Hindi, English and
Sanskrit, given constraints of
staff and resources.

“It’s a little too late in the
session. We have already
covered two to three lessons,
and now suddenly we are being
asked to change everything,”
said Mallika Preman, Principal
of Tagore International School
in East of Kailash.

“There are students who
have not studied Sanskrit at
all... how do we bring them to
the same level? There is a lot of
ambiguity, and it is very ill-
timed,” she added, pointing to
the practical challenges the

schools now face.

A principal from a Dwarka-
based school, requesting ano-
nymity, said the sudden dis-
ruption has also upended
earlier assurances given to staff.

“Earlier, when a third lan-
guage was made mandatory
from Class 6, I told my foreign
language teachers not to
worry... ‘you have four years...
you can sit for CTET (Central
Teacher Eligibility Test) and
BEd'... since most of them have
diplomas from institutes like
Goethe. Now, what do I tell
them? We might be forced tolay
them off immediately,” the
principal added.

“We took part in exchange
programmes, cultural collab-
orations and language-led ac-
tivities that made learning
meaningful. All of that now will
be cancelled. What message are
we giving the students? We are
so helpless. We can't do any-
thing,” the principal said.

Foreign language teachers,
meanwhile, are at aloss.

“Foreign languages have
been removed. Sanskrit will be
taught, no doubt... thisis going
to be a problem for everyone,”
said Aruna Sivaraj, Principal at
Himalaya Public Senior Sec-
ondary School at Rohini.

She noted that many stu-
dents who have studied French
or Spanish for years are now
being asked to switch.

“Most schools have been
teachingtheselanguages.Idon’t
know how this is being made
mandatory all of a sudden,”
she said.

Further, school principals

pointed out that now, teaching
Class 7 and Class 8 students two
Indian languages will become
a necessity, as teaching a for-
eign language, only to drop it
later, will prove detrimental in
the long run.

“There is no clarity even on
whether Englishis tobe treated
as aforeign or native language,”
said Pallavi Sharma, Principal
of Mamta Modern Senior Sec-
ondary School in Vikaspuri,
and a recipient of the National
Teachers’ Award 2024.

“All our books, the Constitu-
tion, even higher courts func-
tion in English. Now, we are
being told two languages must
be native to India... what
exactly will this mean in prac-
tice?” she asked. Sharma said
schools are still trying to inter-
pret the directive.

Aparajita Gautam, Delhi
Parents Association president
said, “Parents are panicking.
They are not able to process the
sudden changes. Children are
being treated like guinea pigs
by CBSE and then the same
people ask why children are
under so much stress,” she said.

“Ithasbeen done suddenly.
There is no vision,” she added.

A parent, representing a
South Delhi parents’ group,
said, “We are unhappy that for-
eign languages are being
dropped. It becomes very diffi-
cult when a child moves from
one city to another. This
will also not help families that
do not live in their home
states, and it is hard to teach if
parents themselves don’t know
the language.”

can still study
foreign languages,
but with conditions

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, May 16

FOR CLASS 9 CBSE students,
what is set to change immedi-
atelyisthatstartingJuly 1, they
will have to study three lan-
guages, with at least two of
them being “native Indian lan-
guages”. In its May 15 circular,
the CBSE hassaid that students
wishing to study a foreign lan-
guage may do so only if
the other two languages
are native Indian lan-
guages, or as an addi-
tional fourth language.

The change

Until April, CBSE’s three-
language rollout was being
understood asa phased change
beginning with Class 6 in the
2026-27 session. But the May 15
circular brings Class 9 students
under the three-language for-
mula from July 1, though the
session had already begun in
April. This means students who
were studying only two lan-
guageswill now havetostudya
third language, while those
who had chosen a foreign lan-
guage will have to checkiftheir
existing subject combination
satisfies the new rule.

While a foreign language
has not be dumped altogether,
it can be taught only within the
three-language structure if the
other two languages are native
Indianlanguages. Otherwise, it
may be taken only as a fourth
language, subject to whether
the school offers it.

Current students

The CBSE has not barred
schools from teaching foreign
languages. Students may still
study French, German, Span-
ish, Japanese or any other for-
eign language, but not as a re-
placement for the two Indian
language requirement.

A student studying two
native Indian languages along
with a foreign language may be
able to continue the foreign lan-
guage as part of the three-lan-
guage structure. But a student
studying English, Hindi and a
foreign language may have to

e RECLAIMING PUBLIC SPACES

Green belts to green drains: Gurgaon’s

plan to tackle wate

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Gurgaon, May 16

TOFACILITATE quicker storm-
water drainage and improve
groundwater recharge ahead of
monsoon, the Gurugram
Metropolitan Development
Authority (GMDA) said it has,
for the first time, begun lower-
ing green belts across the city.

The GMDA is making the
roadside green areas slightly
lower than the roads so rain-
water can flow into them more
easily during the monsoon.

The primary aim is to de-
velop these spaces into bio-
swales —landscaped channels
specifically designed to treat
and absorb stormwater runoff
— effectively turning them into
‘green drains’, officials said.

By loweringthe elevation of
these belts below road level,
surface water can naturally
flow into them, preventing
waterlogging on roads while
simultaneously recharging the
local groundwater table, they
explained.

The initiative is part of a
larger civicdrive toreclaim pub-
licspaces, which involves exten-
sive removal of constructionand
demolition (C&D) waste, debris,
and excess soil from green belts
along a 45-km master road net-
work, officials said.

Operations are currently
underway across major city
corridors, including stretches
from Signature Chowk to Atul
Kataria Chowk, Subhash
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Landscaping and green belt cleaning work underway at the IFFCO
chowk-SPR stretches. Express

Chowk to Millennium City
Centre, Old Railway Road, and
the IFFCO Chowk to Southern
Peripheral Road (SPR).
“GMDA is carrying out ex-
tensive city-wide operations for
the improvement of the green
environment across Gurgaon.
With dedicated manpower and
machinery deployed on the
ground, work is being under-
taken in mission mode to en-
hance the overall urban en-
vironment and strengthen
preparedness during the mon-
soonseason,” PCMeena, GMDA
Chief Executive Officer, said.
To execute round-the-clock
operations, the authority has
deployed more than 100 per-
sonnel and 20 earth-moving
machines. Teams are undertak-
ing large-scale clearance and
levelling of green belts that
have been encroached upon by
dumped construction material

and silt over time.

Following this, phased plan-
tation and landscaping works
are being carried out to restore
the roadside ecology at
multiple intersections, includ-
ingRajivChowk and Sectors 89
and 90.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, GMDA executive engin-
eer Amit Godara confirmed the
lowering of the green belts is
being done for the first time in
the city. “It is an ongoing drive
and will carry on even post
monsoon, along with aggres-
sive cleaning and desilting of
drains. We are also ensuring
that road gullies (placed along
road edges to collect surface
water runoff and channel itinto
underground pipes) are
cleared,” Godara said.

However, at the key Golf
Course Road stretch, the lower-
ing of green belts cannot be

ngin monsoon

executed duetostructural limi-
tations. “There, the belts are not
carpeted in away that it can be
lowered (like being on raised di-
viders),” Godara explained.

Alongside the green belt
modifications, sanitation drives
are being conducted along key
locations including Sector 84,
Sector 102, Sector 14, Sectors
44/45, near the IFFCO Metro
Station, and Subhash Chowk.
“These efforts are aimed at pre-
venting choke points in the
drainage network and ensuring
uninterrupted water flow dur-
ing rainfall,” officials said.

The GMDA has also re-
moved over 200 damaged jersey
barriers, concrete blocks, and
other obstructions from New
Railway Road, Rajiv Chowk, and
adjoining stretches to stream-
line vehicular movement.

Approximately4.1km of sur-
face drains along the Sector
46/39/40 dividing road and 1.55
km alongthe Sector 60/61divid-
ingroad have been comprehen-
sively desilted. Heavy silt de-
posits, sludge, and accumulated
debris that had significantly re-
duced the carrying capacity of
these drains have been re-
moved. Additionally, desilting
iscurrently underway alongthe
Sector 39/46 master road and
other critical stretches.

To further enhance storm-
water run-off from main car-
riageways, the construction of
new road gullies and the clean-
ing of existing water traps are
being undertaken, officials said.
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check whether this combina-
tion meets the Board’s require-
ment. In many English-
medium schools, this is where
the practical problem arises.
For students who have
studied a foreign language for
years, the change could mean
having to shift to an Indian lan-
guage such asSanskrit, Bengali,
Tamil, Telugu, Punjabi, Marathi
or another CBSE-approved In-
dian language at the
Class 9 level. If the
school allowsiit, the for-
eignlanguage may con-
tinue separately as a
fourth language, club,
activity period or op-
tional programme, but that will
depend on the school’s time-
table, staffing and demand.

R3 assessment

The third language will not
be part of the Class 10 Boards.
The CBSE said there will be no
Board exam for R3 at Class 9 as
well, and all assessments for it
will be school-based and inter-
nal. The student’s performance
in R3 will be reflected in the
CBSE certificate.

Challenges for schools

The first challenge is text-
books. The CBSE has acknowl-
edged that dedicated R3 text-
books for the secondary stage
are not yet available. As a tran-
sitional measure, Class 9 stu-
dents will use Class 6 R3 text-
books until dedicated material
is available. Schools have also
been asked to supplement
these books with local or state-
level literary material such as
stories, poems or non-fiction.

The second challenge is
availability of teachers. Many
private schools have teachers
for French, German or Spanish.
But they may not have enough
for multiple Indian languages.

The third challenge is the
time constraint. Schools have
been asked to update their
R3 offerings for Classes 6 to 9
on the OASIS portal by June 30.
This means schools have
limited time tofinalise options,
rework timetables and identify
teachers.

SIR PROCESS

HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) process will begin in Delhi from June 30,
ending with the publication of the draft electoral rolls on August 5 and the final rolls
on October 7. There are 1.48 crore voters in Delhi as of May 12, 2026.
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At a special SIR camp held by the Noida administration. The final list of voters in Uttar Pradesh was
released in April. Around 2.05 crore names were deleted from the electoral roll. riLe

FILLINGTHEFORM

® From June 30-July 29,

booth level officers (BLOs) will
visithomes to distribute
enumeration forms.

® Form will already have your
name, EPIC number, address,
Assembly constituency and
photograph.

® You will have tofillin the miss-
ing fields: date of birth, parents’
names and their EPIC numbers
(if available), mobile number,
and Aadhaar (optional).

® Any adult member of the
household canfill the form on
your behalf.

® Form can also be filled online.

CHECKING 2002 ROLLS

@ You will be asked to trace your,
aparent’s, or arelative’snamein
therolls of 2002 — the last time
SIR was conducted in Delhi.

@ |f you remember having voted
in Delhi before 2002, you should
be able to locate your name and
detailsinthe voters’ list of 2002
on the website of Chief Electoral
Officer, Delhi.

@ |f you moved to Delhi after
2002, go to the website
voters.eci.gov.inand find the
voters’ list of the state where you
lived earlier. Look for your name
and details.

® |f you can’t find your own name
inany roll, or if you weren’t regis-
tered as a voter at the time, look
for the name of a parent or close
relative. If you can find those de-
tails, you canfill themin the form.

SUBMITTING THEFORM
® Hand it over to your BLO; you

o KEY DATES

AUGUST5
Publication of draft
electoralrolls

AUGUSTS5TO
SEPTEMBER 4

Claims & objections

AUGUSTS5TO

OCTOBER3

Hearings &
verification

OCTOBER7

Finalrolls

willgetanacknowledgment.

@ |f you’ve submitted the form
online on voters.eci.gov.in, take a
screenshot or save the receipt.

PREPARING YOUR
DOCUMENTS

® This step applies only to voters
who can’t trace their own name
or that of a parent/ relative in
theoldrolls.

® Afterthedraftrollsare
published on Aug 5, you will be
asked to produce one of the
following documents:

M ID card or pension payment
orderissued to aregularem-
ployee or pensioner of the cen-
tral/ state govts, PSUs; any ID is-
sued by govt, local authorities,
banks, post office, LIC or PSUs
prior to 01.07.1987; birth certifi-
cate; passport; matriculation or
educational certificate; perma-
nent residence certificate; forest

EOW busts fake GST rackets
worth Rs 140 cr, CA held with 7

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

A CHARTERED accountant
(CA) allegedly used his firm to
swindle crores by using creden-
tials of several companies. In
another case, a man promised
ajobinthe GST department al-
legedly allowed his Aadhaar,
PAN and biometric detailstobe
used to float a fake company
that recorded transactions
worth over Rs 128 crore.

The two frauds uncovered
by the Delhi Police Economic
Offences Wing (EOW), invol-
vingtransactions worth over Rs
140 crore conducted through
bogus GST returns and fake in-
voices, have resulted in the ar-
rest of eight persons, including
the CA, police said on Saturday.

The police identified the ac-
cused as CA Atul Gupta and
seven others -- Raj Kumar Dixit,
Dilip Kumar, Vibhash Kumar
Mitra, Amar Kumar, Nitin
Verma, Mohd Waseem and Abid.

In the first case, the EOW
booked the CA, who allegedly
used hisfirmto file GST returns
in the names of several com-
panies, including legitimate
firms whose owners had no
knowledge that their creden-
tials were being used.

“GST dues and penalties
linked to some entities were de-
posited through personal ac-
counts of employees and later
reimbursed. Accused allegedly
created and operated dummy
firms using forged or misused
credentials and documents.
These firms were then used to

route huge transactions
through multiple bank ac-
counts in order to obscure the
money trail,” said an officer.

The case originated from a
complaint filed by one Yashash-
wee Sharma, who alleged that
unknown persons had fraudu-
lently used the credentials and
documents of his firm Swastik
Enterprises to conduct suspi-
cious business transactions
worth nearly Rs 28.4 crore with-
out his knowledge or consent.

Police said the bank ac-
counts operated in the name of
Swastik Enterprises were used
for routinglarge sumsreceived
from multiple firms and en-
tities. Analysis of banking
transactions showed that funds
credited into these accounts
were either immediately with-
drawn in cash or transferred to
various beneficiary accounts
through RTGS and NEFT trans-
actions, said the officer.

In the other case, the EOW
arrested six accused who alleg-
edly created fake firms, gener-
ated bogus GST invoices and
fraudulently claimed Input Tax
Credit (ITC) without any actual
supply of goods or services.

“The case was registered on
March 24 at EOW police station
after a complaint was received
regarding fraudulent creation
of a proprietorship firm, RK
Enterprises, using the identity
documents of an unsuspecting
individual on the false promise
of employment in the GST de-
partment,” said Additional CP
Ravi Kumar Singh.

Police said the victim’s Aad-

haar card, PAN card, electricity
bill and biometric details were
misused tocreatethefirminSep-
tember 2025 without his knowl-
edge. The probe later revealed
transactions exceeding Rs 128
crore and fraudulent availing of
nearly Rs10 crore asITC.

Duringinvestigation, police
identified Raj Kumar Dixit and
Dilip Kumar as the alleged
main conspirators. Dixit, a resi-
dent of Daryaganj, allegedly
operated nearly 250 shell
companies using forged docu-
ments and fake credentials de-
spite having studied only up to
ClassO.

According to the police, the
syndicate relied on accoun-
tants, intermediaries, multiple
bank accounts and disposable
mobile numbers to conceal the
financial trail and avoid detec-
tion. Vibhash Kumar Mitraand
Amar Kumar allegedly facili-
tated registration and oper-
ation of shell firms by using
identity documents of unsus-
pecting individuals for monet-
ary gains. The EOW said the
other accused - Nitin Verma,
Mohd Waseem and Abid - al-
legedly provided bank ac-
counts, Internet banking access
and operational support for
routing transactions linked to
fake GST activities.

Multiple EOW teams in co-
ordinated raids across Delhi-
NCR arrested the accused from
different locations on May 15.

Police said that like the pre-
vious case, this syndicate also
relied on shell entities, created
using forged credentials.

rights certificate; caste certifi-
cate. (List not exhaustive)

m Aadhaar is not sufficient to
prove eligibility, and must be ac-
companied by another document.

WHO HAS TO SUBMIT WHAT

® Bornin India before July 1,1987:
document proving date and/ or
place of birth.

® Born between July 1,1987, and
December 2,2004: Document for
the elector and one parent.

® Born after December 2,2004:
Documents for elector, parents.

AFTERAUGUSTS5

® Check if draft electoral roll has
your name.

@ |f your name is missing or de-
tailsareincorrect, you canfile a
claim or objection between Au-
gust 5 and September 9.

® Between August 5 and October
3, all voters who could not trace
their own or their family’s namein
the old SIR rolls will receive a no-
tice from their Electoral Registra-
tion Officer seeking documents
to prove eligibility.

® You will get this notice even if
your name appears in the draft
rolls, but you left the “past SIR
roll” fields blank in the form.

AFTERFINALROLLS

® Final electoral rolls will be pub-

lished on Oct 7. If your name is not

there, you can appeal the deci-

sion with the DM within 15 days.

@ [f first appeal fails, you can sub-

mit a second appeal with the Chief

Electoral Officer in next 15 days.
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Forecast: May 17,2026
Partly cloudy sky
Possibility of thunder

MAX:42-44

3.6°C above normal

MIN: 25-27

1.5°C below normal

e AQI Tracker
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Good (0-50)
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Moderate (101-200)
® Poor (201-300)
@ \/ery Poor (301-400)
® Severe (401-500)

Rohini
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Gogigang
shooter held

DELHIPOLICE Special Cell
has arrested a suspected
shooterlinked tojailed
gangster Jitender Gogi gang
from Outer Delhi's Alipur.
Policeidentified the
accused as Sonu alias
Sachin Chaudhary (24), a
Panipatresident. He was
arrested on Thursday. PTI
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India’s aspirations are no longer limited
toits boundaries, Modi tells diaspora

Says country going through a phase
of unprecedented transformation

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modion Saturday hailed the In-
dian diaspora in the Nether-
lands as a vibrant bridge be-
tween the two nations.

He urged all “friends of
India” in the Netherlands to
deepen their engagement with
India. Even as he sought to
underline the nation’sdevelop-
mentsince the formation ofthe
BJP-led government in 2014,
PM Modi laid stress on India
and the Netherlands’ resilience
in the midst of what was glo-
bally playing outtobe “adecade
of disasters™.

“Today is May 16 and this
day is special because of
another reason. Twelve years
ago,on May 16,2014, something
special had happened...the Lok
Sabharesults had comein. After
decades, there was certainty of
a stable and majority govern-
ment in India. Then as today,
the immense trust reposed in
me by Indians neither allows
me to stop nor totire,” he said.

Modi recalled the deep and
enduring historical ties of the
Surinami-Hindustani commu-
nity with India, commending
their efforts to preserve and cel-
ebrate their rich cultural heri-
tage across generations. Under-
lining India’s ambition to
become a global growth engine,
he said it has achieved record
progress in creation of infra
ranging from highways tobeing
home to the third-largest start-
up ecosystem in the world.

“If a nation wants to prog-
ress, it must dream big. Today,

our India is dreaming big too.
Today it says we do not want just
transformation, we want the
best. Not just the best, we want
the fastest... When aspirations
in India are unlimited, efforts
arebecominglimitless,” he said.
“India’s aspirations are no
longer limited to its bound-
aries. It wantsto host the Olym-
pics, become a global manufac-
turing hub, a leader in green
technology and the world’s
growth engine,” the PM said.
From rail electrification and
operationalising high-speed
trains such as Vande Bharat,
India is achieving the biggest
targets asit progresses through
a phase of “unprecedented
transformation”, he said.
“Thisaspiration-driven jour-
ney of India is also empowering
our democracy. When people’s
dreams are realised, their trust
in democracy is also stren-
gthened... Assam, Bengal, Kera-
lam, Tamil Nadu and Pudu-
cherry saw 80t090% voting this
time. Women participation in-
creased significantly,” he said.
“Today, humanity is facing
significant challengestoo...First
Corona came then wars began
and now thereisanenergy crisis.
This decade is becoming one of
global disasters for the world...If
these conditions do not change,
the achievements of previous
years will go to waste,” he said.
“Theworld istalking of resilient
supply chainsand Indiaand the
Netherlands are engaged in
building a trusted and future-
ready supply chain. From
energy security towater security,
the Netherlands and India are
working together.”

IWT: Indiarejects
‘so-called’ arbitration
award as ‘null & void’

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

INDIA ON Saturday rejected
the “so-called award” issued on
May 15 by the “illegally consti-
tuted so-called” Court of Arbi-
tration (CoA) regarding dis-
putes with Pakistan over the
Indus Waters Treaty IWT).

Responding to media
queries, Ministry of External
Affairs official spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said: “The il-
legally constituted so-called
Court of Arbitration (CoA) has,
on 15 May, 2026, issued what it
termed an award concerning
maximum pondage supple-
mental to the award on issues
of general interpretation of the
Indus Waters Treaty.”

“India categorically rejects
the present so-called award,
just as it has firmly rejected all
prior pronouncements of theil-
legally constituted CoA,” Jais-
wal said.

He said India has never rec-
ognised the establishment of

this “so-called” CoA. “Any pro-
ceeding, award, or decision is-
sued by it is null and void.
India’s decision to hold the
Indus Waters Treaty in abey-
anceremainsin force,” he said.

The IWT wassigned on Sep-
tember 19,1960 after nine years
of negotiations between India
and Pakistan.

In January 2023, India is-
sued a notice to Pakistan seek-
ing a “modification” of the
treaty. This was the first such
notice inthe more than sixdec-
ades of the IWT’s existence.

India upped the antein Sep-
tember 2024 by issuing another
formal notice toIslamabad, this
time seeking the “review and
modification” of the IWT. The
word “review”, according to ex-
perts, effectively signals New
Delhi’s intent to revoke and
renegotiate the treaty, which
will turn 65 this year. India de-
cided to keep the IWT in abey-
ance afterthe April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack,in which 26 people
were killed.

Nitin Nabin to visit Bhubaneswar today

Bhubaneswar: BJP chief Nitin
Nabin is scheduled to arrive in
Bhubaneswar on Sunday night
on a maiden two-day visit to
Odisha, a party leader said.
Nabin was earlier slated to

arrive on Monday, he said. He
will participate in the state core
committee meeting Monday,
and also interact with min-
isters, party spokesperson Su-
dipta Ray said. PTI
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PM Narendra Modi at a community programme in The Hague, Saturday; the 11th-century Chola dynasty copper plates in The Hague. ani, p1i

Netherlands returns 11th-century Chola plates

DivyaA
New Delhi, May 16

MORE THAN 300 years after
they were taken away from a re-
motesitein Tamil Nadu’s Naga-
pattinam, the 11th century Chola
plateswere handed overtoIndia
by the Netherlands on Saturday
during Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in New Delhi’s
pitch for restitution of colonial
pillage.

Behind the return of 30-kg
Chola Plates is a foolproof prov-
enance claimmadebyIndiaand
a national policy framed by the
Dutch government for the re-
turn of colonial plunder. Evenas
theywere handed over by Dutch
PM Rob Jetten, the plates — in
the possession of Leiden Univer-
sity since 1862 —will be returned
to India in a few weeks, accord-
ingto sources.

Therestitution comesonthe
advice of the national Colonial
Collections Committee of the
Netherlands, they add, in re-
sponse to a request by the Min-
istry of Culture in 2023, stating
that the Copper Chola Plates

originate from India and record
important agreementsabout the
right of a Buddhist shrine and a
number of monasteriesin Naga-
pattinamin Indiatotherevenue
of villages.

Calling it a joyous moment
for every Indian, the PM said in
apostonX, “..The Chola Copper
Plates are a set of 21 large plates
and 3 small plates and largely
contain textsin Tamil, one ofthe
most beautiful languages of the
world. They relate to the great
Rajendra Cholalformalisingan
oral commitment made by his
father, KingRajarajal. Theyalso
showcase the greatness of the
Cholas. We in India are im-
mensely proud of the Cholas,
their culture and their maritime
prowess.” He also thanked the
Netherlands government and
the Leiden University.

Thanking the PM, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
saidonX, “Thisisapreciousrec-
ord of the great Chola kings Ra-
jarajaand hissuccessor Rajendra
Chola, called Anaimangalam
copper plates. You have relent-
lessly taken efforts to bring back
valuable antiques.”

One object (origin: 1687)
comprises 21 copper plates held
together by a bronze ring bear-
ing the seal of King Rajendra
Chola I during his reign in the
11th century. Five plates contain
Sanskrit inscriptions, and there-
mainingarein Tamil. The other
object (origin: 1688) comprises
three copper plates with Tamil
inscriptions also held together
byabronzeringbearingthe seal
of King Kulottunga Cholal(who
ruled from 1070 to 1120).

According to a statement by
Leiden University on Saturday,
a Provenance investigation was
launched. It also sought advice
from the Colonial Collections
Committee, which conducted
another investigation, while tak-
ingtheresultsof earlier research
into account. In its advisory re-
port, issued to Leiden University
in2025-end, the committee con-
cluded that the Chola Plates
should be returned to India.

As per the university state-
ment, the provenance investiga-
tion demonstrated that the
plates were most likely exca-
vated during the construction of
Fort VijfSinnen and the redevel-

opment of the site at the ‘Chi-
nese’ Pagoda in Nagapattinam
by the Dutch East Indies Com-
pany (VOC) between 1687 and
1700. Atthe time, Nagapattinam
had been captured by the VOC.

The committee determined
that the Chola Plates were taken
out of the area without the con-
sent of the rights holders at the
time, which constitutes an invol-
untaryloss of possession and ad-
vised the university touncondi-
tionally return both sets of plates
toIndia.

The committee said it was
likely that the objects were sub-
sequently brought tothe Nether-
landsin 1712 by the Camper-Ket-
tinghs — Florentius Camper was
a pastor in Batavia. But how the
coupleacquired themisunclear.
Their descendants donated the
objects to Leiden University in
1862, where a relative, Hendrik
Arent Hamaker, had been Pro-
fessor of Eastern Languages
until 1835. As per officials, the
plates will come to the ASI in
New Delhi and it will decide
whether, and if so, where the ob-
jectswill be exhibited to the pub-
lic, they add.

Sunetra vs old guard: Why NCP totters as
first famlly cuts Praful, Tatkare down to size

Alok Deshpande
Mumbai, May 16

LAST MONDAY, when senior
NCP leaders Praful Patel and
Sunil Tatkare landed at the Gu-
wahati airport to attend the next
day’s swearing-in ceremony of
BJP leader Himanta Biswa
Sarmaasthe Assam CM, theyre-
ceived animage on their phones
of aletter sent to the EC by their
party president and Maharash-
tra Deputy CM Sunetra Pawar.
NCPworking president Patel
and state party chief Tatkare
were stunned to see that Su-
netra’s letter dated April 29 list-
ing the party’s national office-
bearers did not name either of
them. What was equally shock-
ingtothemwasthat Sunetrawas
a co-passenger in the flight to
Guwabhati to attend Sarma’s
swearing-in, butshedid notgive
them any idea about her move.
Othersenior NCPleaderslike
Chhagan Bhujbal and Dilip
Walse Patil also did not feature
inthe 12-member office-bearers’
list, which name Sunetra’s two
sons, Rajya Sabha MP Parth
Pawar and Jay Pawar, as a na-
tional general secretary and a
national secretary respectively.
The names of Patel and Tat-
kare appear in a separate list of
22 members of the NCP Working
Committee, buteven thisdonot
specify their designations.
Later on Monday night, Su-
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The move by Deputy CM Sunetra Pawar is seenin NCP circles as an
attempt to sharpen the message that even after the demise of her
husband Ajit Pawar, her family would continue to dominate the party.

netra clarified on X, say-
ing the lists being circu-
lated online contained
“mistakes” and that cor-
rections would be made
soon.

It is however evident
that Sunetra Pawar and her two
sons have stamped their author-
ity all over the lists. No senior
NCP leader, who has been as-
sociated with the party since its
inceptionin1999 (when Sharad
Pawar founded the NCP after
walking out of Congress)
seemed to have made it to their
circle of trusted aides, and none
was named as a national office-
bearer.

The snubbing of Patel and
Tatkare is being seen in NCP
circles as an attempt by Sunetra
to sharpen the message that

| O

even after the demise of
her husband Ajit Pawar,
her family would con-
tinue to dominate the
party and that their
authority cannot be
questioned. “Her mess-
ageisvery clear. Either youwork
for as told or you don't work at
all,” said an NCP MLA.

Rejigging the NCP office-
bearers, Sunetra named MLC
Shivajirao Garje and Jay Pawar
as the party treasurers. Several
virtually unknown partyleaders
from Delhi wereinducted asna-
tional office-bearers. Some
relatives of the Pawar family,
such as Abhishek Bokey and
Avinash Adik, were also picked
as national secretaries.

“The roots of the crisis are
found inthe developments after

the sudden demise of Ajit Pawar
in a plane crash, which had cre-
ated an impression that Patel-
Tatkare had attempted a hostile
takeover of the NCP,” a party
functionary said, referringto a
meeting of veteran partyleaders
ontheeve of Sunetra’s swearing-
inasthe Deputy CM on 31Janu-
ary. “It was perceived as a coup
against her after Ajit Dada’s de-
parture,” he said.

On February 16, when the
Patel-Tatkare faction reportedly
submitted an “amended NCP
constitution” to the EC, giving
equal powers to the party na-
tional president and the working
president.

To counter it, Sunetra shot
off a letter to the EC to not con-
sider any communication sent
by the party between January 28
— the day of Ajit Pawar’s death
— and February 26 —when she
took charge as the NCP chief.
This move widened the rifts
within the NCPleadership.

Parth, 36, is widely seen in
NCP circles as the leader who is
now calling the shotsin the party
affairs. NCPsourcessaid thathe
has virtually become the “final
authority on organisational
matters” now. The Patel-Tatkare
camp has maintained their re-
cent actions were never against
the Sunetra Pawar family, but to
counterthe narrative of amerger
allegedly spread by the rival NCP
(SP) factionled by Sharad Pawar.

Veteran actor and MNM president Kamal Haasan with Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Vijay in Chennai on Saturday. ani

Vijay keeps Home,
Police and Urban
Affairs; Finance
for Sengottaiyan

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 16

CHIEF MINISTER C Joseph
Vijay has retained control over
some of the most politically sen-
sitive departments in Tamil
Nadu’s new TVK government,
including Home, Police, General
Administration, Women Wel-
fare, Youth Welfare and Munici-
pal Administration, while allo-
cating Finance to former
AIADMK veteran K A Sengot-
taiyan.

According to a Lok Bhavan
pressrelease dated May 16, Gov-
ernor Rajendra Vishwanath Ar-
lekar approved the portfolio al-
location recommended by Vijay.

Vijay will handle Public,
General Administration, IAS,
IPS, IFS, District Revenue Of-
ficers, Police, Home, Special
Programme Implementation,
Women Welfare, Youth Wel-
fare, Welfare of Children, Aged
and Differently Abled Persons,
Municipal Administration,
Urban and Water Supply.

N “Bussy” Anand, the long-
time organiser who helped con-
vert Vijay’s fan-club ecosystem
into a political machine, has
been named Minister for Rural
Development and Water Re-
sources. Aadhav Arjuna, one of
the TVK’s key campaign man-
agersand a central figure in the
party’s negotiations, has been
given Public Works and Sports
Development, including build-

ings, highways and minor ports.

Dr K G Arunraj, the former
IRS officer and one of the TVK’s
most technocratic faces, will
handle Health, Medical Educa-
tion and Family Welfare.

Sengottaiyan, among the
few ministers in the new gov-
ernment with long legislative
and administrative experience,
has been given Finance, Pen-
sions and Pension Allowances
—asignificantassignmentina
Cabinet otherwise dominated
by first-generation TVK faces.

P Venkataramanan will
handle Food and Civil Supplies,
Consumer Protection and Price
Control, while R Nirmalkumar
has been allotted Energy Re-
sources and Law. Rajmohan,
the digital-era communicator
and TVK propaganda face, has
been assigned School Educa-
tion, Tamil Development, In-
formation and Publicity.

Dr T K Prabhu has been
made Minister for Natural Re-
sources, with charge of minerals
and mines, while S Keerthana
has been given Industries and
Investment Promotion. The al-
location reflects Vijay’s attempt
to balance trust, visibility and
administrative need: keeping
command portfolios with him-
self, placing Finance with the
most experienced political
hand, and giving younger TVK
faces departments tied to the
party’s campaign promises and
development pitch.

Bengal’s 93.71% turnout
highest in any Assembly,
LS elections: EC data

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

THE TWO-PHASE West Ben-
gal Assembly elections, which
concluded in April, saw the
highest turnout in any Assem-
bly and Lok Sabha election
since Independence at 93.71%,
with the second-highest at
93.61% recorded during the
2013 Tripura elections, accord-
ingtodatareleased by the Elec-
tion Commission on Saturday.

After West Bengal, the top
10 highest turnouts have been
witnessed in Tripura, Naga-
land, Manipur and Pudu-
cherry. Four states — West Ben-
gal, Assam, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu along with the UT of Pu-
ducherrywentto polls with the
counting held on May 4. Except
in Assam, the EC carried out
SIR of electoral rolls that saw
lakhs of electors being re-
moved.

The electoral rolls of Bengal
were trimmed by over 90 lakh
following the revision, with 2716
lakh being deleted in an adjudi-
cation process ordered by the
Supreme Court. These electors
were unable to cast their votes
but can still get back on the rolls
after appealing against their
deletions while lakhs of appeals
are pendingbefore the tribunals.

The ECdatashowed that the
absolute numbers of voters too
hadincreased inlatest round of
Assembly polls. Compared to
2021, the number of voters in-
creased from 83.75 lakh to 86.69
lakh in Puducherry, from 4.63
crore to 4.93 crore in Tamil
Nadu, from 6.04 crore to 6.38
crore in West Bengal and from
2.09 croreto2.16 crorein Kerala.

The poll body’s decision to
carry out the SIR hasbeen chal-
lenged before the Supreme
Court, which has reserved its
judgment.

e GOVT AGENCIES ZERO IN ON SOUJANYA, A BUILDING IN KOLKATA'S UPSCALE ALIPORE; NO CHIEF MINISTER AFTER JYOTI BASU HAS STAYED IN THE OFFICIAL BUNGALOW

A House for Suvendu: After 25 IS, Bengal CM may move into official residence
7l

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 16

THE CHIEF Minister of the first
BJP government in West Ben-
gal, Suvendu Adhikari, is likely
tomoveintoanew houseinthe
coming days for which various
state agencies, including the
PWD, have stepped up prepara-
tions.

These agencies have zeroed
in on a palatial government
building, called Soujanya, asthe
CM House, located in south Kol-
kata’supscale Alipore area. Kol-
kata does not have a permanent
CM House that can be used as
the official CM residence.

If Suvendu decidestoshiftto
Soujanya, it will be the first time
after 25 years that Bengal will
have a designated CM House.

CPI(M) stalwart late Jyoti
Basu was the last Bengal CM,
who had stayed in an official
chief ministerial bungalow, In-
diraBhavan, inSalt Lake onthe
outskirts of Kolkata.

After Basu, both the CPI(M)’s
three-time CM Buddhadeb
Bhattacharya and TMC su-
premo and three-term CM Ma-
mata Banerjee stayed at their
own homes in Kolkata during
their chief ministerial tenures.

Sources in the BJP govern-
mentsaid Suvendu may shift to

adedicated CM House from his
current flat at Chinar Park in
Kolkata. Top state administra-
tion officials have chosen the
Soujanya complex as the new
CM residence after finding it
suitable on the grounds oflogis-
tics and security, sources said.
However, it hasyettogetagreen
signal from Suvendu himself.

Soujanya is on Judges Court
Road, which falls under the
Bhabanipur constituency where
Suvendu defeated Mamata in
the recent Assembly polls.

“We are preparing Soujanya
asthe CMresidence. If Suvendu
Adhikari agrees to stay there, it
will become the official CM

P

‘Soujanya’ may make the cut asitis a separate complex and ideal
for aCM House because of several facilities. riL

House. Otherwise, we will have
tosearch foranewhome forthe
CM,” said asenior PWD official.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

“Adhikari may also stay in a
quarter in the Lok Bhavan
premises because of

helghtened security consider-
ations,” a source in the admin-
istration said. “The CM cur-
rently stays in his Chinar Park
flat but intelligence agencies
have found it is not secure
enough and have advised to
shift the CM’s residence either
to the Soujanya complex or the
Lok Bhavan. Soujanya may
make the cut as it is a separate
complex. However, everything
depends on what the CM ulti-
mately decides.”
Interestingly, the then CM
Mamata Banerjee had inaugur-
ated Soujanya in October 2018,
which was envisaged as a VVIP
guest house of international

standards for high-profile digni-
taries like the President, PM or
importantinternational leaders.

Its foundation stone was
also laid by Mamata in June
2015. Soujanya is less than two
kms from Mamata’s residence
at Harish Chatterjee Street in
Kalighat.

A senior government offi-
cial said, “Soujanya is ideal for
the CM’s residence as it has all
facilities. The CM can do press
conferences there and can also
hold conferences or meetings.”

In the first decade of his 23-
year stint as the Bengal CM
since 1977, Jyoti Basu used to
stay at his own house at Hin-

dustan Park in South Kolkata.
In 1987, he shifted to Indira Bha-
van. Even after Basu demitted
office as CM in November
2000, he continued to stay in
the house, for which the CPI(M)
paid a monthly rent. He re-
mained there until his demise
in January 2010.

In November 2000, Bud-
dhadeb took charge as CM, but
continued to stay at his two-
room flat at Palm Avenue.
He died in August 2024 in this
residence.

After Mamata became CM
in2011, she continued to stay at
her modest house at Kalighat
during her 15-year tenure.
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AMID NEET-UG PAPER LEAKROW

Courtraps CBIfor closing
2024 UGC-NET leak probe

The 2024 exam
was cancelled
after an alleged
paper leak on
Telegram

Nirbhay Thakur
New Delhi, May 16

AMID THE heated row over
the NEET-UG paper leak, a
Delhi court has pulled up the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) for closing the investiga-
tion into the 2024 UGC-NET
paper leak case.

Neetu Nagar, Additional
Chief Judicial Magistrate at
Rouse Avenue Court on Friday
demanded a written explana-
tion from the agency, question-
ing why a closure report was
filed in January 2025 despite
the CBI's own findings ex-
plicitly stating that a suspect
had collected money from can-

didates by “luring them with
leaked question papers”.

“Perusal of the closure re-
port shows that it has been
mentioned in parano.16.30 by
the IO (investigating officer)
concerned that ‘Nikhil Soni has
collected money from the as-
pirants of the UGC-NET 2024
by luring them on pretext of
giving/leaking the exam
paper’,” said Nagar in her order
dated May 15.

“It is manifest that crime
has been committed as per the
contents of para 16.30 but still
the investigating officer has ig-
nored the same and filed a clo-
sure report for reasons best
known to him,” she added.

Following this, the CBI’s IO
told the court that he needed
some time to file an explana-
tion in writing for the same,
after which the judge posted
the matter for May 21.

What’s the case?

In July 2024, the CBI probe
into the alleged UGC-NET
paper leak found that the “evi-

Rahul Gandhi seeks
Pradhan’s ouster over
NEET paper leak

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

LOK SABHA Leader of Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi in a video
statement on Saturday de-
manded Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan’s
“sacking” and alleged that RSS-
BJP “nexus” in universities is
“making money” and “finish-
ing” the education sector of the
country. Rahul also said that if
Pradhan is not sacked, then
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
should himselftake responsibil-
ity for the paper leak.

The NEET-UG 2026 exam
was cancelled following the
paper leak, with a retest now
scheduled for June 21. So far,
nine accused have been arrested
from Delhi, Jaipur, Gurgaon,
Nashik, Pune and Ahilyanagar.
Ofthese, five have already been
remanded to seven days of po-
lice custody. Two accused ar-
rested earlier were produced be-
fore a Pune court, granted
transit remand and shifted to
Delhi, where they are being pro-
duced before the court.

In a post on X, Gandhi said:

“221akh NEET kids have been
cheated. But Modijiisn't saying
aword. Remove Dharmendra
Pradhanji right now, or take re-
sponsibility yourself. Modi ji,
sack Dharmendra Pradhan ji
now.” Inavideostatementalong
with the post, Rahul said: “The
entire country knows that two
days before the examination,
the NEET question paper was
distributed. Dharmendra Prad-
han, who is the Union Minister
for Education, says he has no-
thingtodowithit. Acommittee
had made some recommenda-
tionsbut he said that Opposition
people were sitting in commit-
tee and it has no meaning.”

Rahul’s reference was to a
Parliamentary committee
headed by Rajya Sabha MP and
Congress leader Digvijaya
Singh, which had in December
last year said inareport that the
National Testing Agency (NTA)
“has not inspired much confi-
dence”, and it should quickly get
itsact together, and use the sur-
plus of Rs 448 crore it has col-
lected in the past six years to
build its capabilities and con-
duct tests itself.

dence” —whichled the Educa-
tion Ministry to cancel the
exam justaday after over 9lakh
candidates appeared for it
across 317 cities on June 18 —
was “doctored”.

As reported earlier by The
Indian Express, just a day later
that year, the Centre cancelled
the exam crucial for entry-level
teaching jobs and PhD admis-
sionsin Indian universities, fol-
lowing inputs from the Minis-
try of Home Affairs that stated
that “the integrity of the exam-
ination may have been com-
promised”.

The alleged evidence was a
purported screenshot of the
paper being circulated on a
Telegram channel around 2 pm
on the day of the exam, with
messages and comments sug-
gesting it was leaked before the
first session of the exam.

Inits closure report filed be-
fore aspecial court in Rouse Av-
enue CourtinJanuary 2025, the
CBI said there was no evidence
of paper leak in the case. The
agency claimed that as per

forensic experts, the purported
screenshot of the paper was
fabricated by a school student
usinga mobile application. The
CBI had found that the said
screenshot had been manipu-
lated in a way to create the im-
pression that it was available
before the examination.

A candidate had allegedly
shared a photograph of the
question paper on a Telegram
channel around 2 pm on June
18, 2024, right after the first
session of the UGC-NET. The
chatter on the Telegram chan-
nelswasdetected by the Indian
Cybercrime Coordination
Centre under the MHA. The
University Grants Commission
was informed the next day.
Based on thatinput, the govern-
ment had cancelled the exam.

The CBI took over the probe
on June 23. As per the agency,
the modus operandi was de-
ciphered based on an analysis of
thescreenshot and digital trail of
the messages exchanged on the
Telegram channel where claims
of the paper leak were made.

Centre clears two
joint secys, joint
directors for NTA

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

WITH THE CBI probingintothe
NEET-UG 2026 alleged paper
leak and the government an-
nouncing that the test would be
computer-based from next year
onwards, the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet on
Saturday cleared the appoint-
mentoftwojoint secretariesand
two joint directors to the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA), as
per ordersissued by the Depart-
ment of Personnel and Training.
AnujaBapat,a1998-batchIn-
dian Statistical Service officer,
and Ruchita Vij, a2004-batch
IRS (Customs and Indirect
Taxes) officer, have been ap-
pointed asjoint secretariesinthe
NTA for five years each or until
further orders. This has been
done by temporarily upgrading
vacant Deputy Secretary/Direc-
tor-level posts in the NTA to the
level of joint secretary.
AkashJain,a2013-batch IRS
(Income Tax) officer,and Aditya
Rajendra Bhojgadhiya, a 2013-

| batch Indian Audit and Ac-

countsService officer, have been
appointed asjoint directors in
the NTA.

On Friday, Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan ad-
mitted there was need for
further reformswithinthe NTA.
“We have received several sug-
gestions for reforms. Reforms
are acontinuous process... That
the NTA becomes zero-error,
thisis our responsibility,and we
will doit... Certainly, there is a
need for further reforms in the
NTA. We have taken this seri-
ously. We have fixed the loop-
holes that were found in 2024.
Despite that, this unfortunate
incidenthashappened,” hesaid.

Over 22 lakh candidates had
taken the NEET-UG exam on
May 3 which was cancelled ear-
lier this week over paper leak
allegations, with the retest now
scheduled on June 21. A high-
level committee of experts
formed in 2024 following the
NEET-UG paper leak had rec-
ommended restructuring of the
NTA, with10 verticalsheaded by
directors and two additional di-
rector generals.

SECOND EXITIN 30 MONTHS

Punjab Governor’s ADC leaves
office, set tojoin real estate firm

No conflict of
interest, says
Sqn Ldr Malik

Varinder Bhatia
Chandigarh, May 16

SQUADRON LEADER Gaurav
Malik, the Aide-de-Camp
(ADC) (Military) to the Punjab
Governor was on Saturday re-
lieved of his duties becoming
the second officer to leave the
postinlast 30 months amid in-
formation that he is all set to
join a plush job with a Punjab
based real-estate developer.

“He comes from a Short Ser-
vice Commission and had al-
most an year left in his service.
Though he cited some personal
reasons for resignation, he
must have found some better
opportunity,” a senior officer
privy to the development told
The Indian Express.

Multiple sourcesin the Pun-
jab Lok Bhavan told The Sun-
day Express that Malik had sub-
mitted his resignation a few ago

UP: Ex-MLA, wife,
songet10-yrjalil
for property grab

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, May 16

A LOCAL court in Bhadohi has
sentenced jailed former MLA
Vijay Mishra (70) to 10 years of
rigorous imprisonmentin a six-
year-old case of usurping the
property of a relative.

His wife Ram Lali Mishra
and son Vishnu Mishra have
also been awarded 10-year im-
prisonment in the case, while

Former Aide-de-Camp to
Punjab Governor, Squadron
Leader Gaurav Malik

back but his release came
suddenly, Saturday.

“Given the sensitive nature
of his position in the Lok Bha-
van, the move to the private
sector for a lucrative job, es-
pecially in the same state, was
beingseen as a conflict of inter-
est. It was also communicated
to him that he should recon-
sider hisdecision. Had Ibeenin
his shoes, I would not have
done that, especially not taken
upajobinareal-estate firmand
that too in the same State,” a
highly placed source said.

Talking to The Sunday Ex-

press, Malik said, “Yes, I have
been relieved today. I had re-
signed due to family reasons.
My parents are getting old,
which is why I need to be with
them”.

Regardingthe perception of
conflict of interest, another sen-
ior officer privy to the develop-
ments, added, “It could be a co-
incidence too that he [Malik]
was an ADC to the Governor of
a State and got an opportunity
to work in the same state. As
such, defence officers do take
up private jobs, post-retire-
ment”.

Malik, however, denied any
conflict of interest. “There is
nothing like that. We [ADCs]
only fixappointments and tour
programmes of the Governor.
As such, my family is based in
Haryana and my in-laws are in
Gurgaon. I am going to settle
with them,” he said.

Malik had moved from
Assam to Punjab as ADC (M)
with Punjab Governor Gulab
Chand Katariain August, 2024.

Similar is the story of former
ADC (M) Sgn Ldr Amit Tiwari
who moved from Tamil Nadu

to Punjab with the then Gov-
ernor Banwari Lal Purohit as
his ADCinJanuary2024. Puro-
hit had earlier remained Gov-
ernor of Assam and later of
Tamil Nadu, before his stint in
Punjab. Tiwari is currently the
Officer on Special Duty (OSD)
to Governor Kataria. The Pun-
jab Governor is also the Admin-
istrator of Union Territory of
Chandigarh.

Speaking with The Sunday
Express, Tiwari said, “I did not
resign from the India Air Force
(IAF),butIretired.Icompleted
my tenure as Short Service
Commission officer. I had ap-
plied for other jobs too, includ-
ingat the The Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
and other organisations, but
somehow things did not ma-
terialise. Yes, I am working as
OSD to the Governor, but it is
like most of other Short Service
Commission officers who seek
jobs post-retirement. Many of
my friends [course mates] are
working in private sector com-
panies, because a lot of officers
do not get permanent commis-
sion these days”.

Remarks on Brahmins: Court orders
FIR against director Anurag Kashyap

Surat: AcourtinSuratin Gujarat
on Saturday ordered the regis-
tration of acriminal case against
filmmaker-actor Anurag Kas-
hyap over his social media re-
marks on the Brahmin commu-
nity. The court of Judicial
Magistrate First Class (JMFC) A
S Jani partly allowed a private
complaint filed by lawyer and
Vishva Hindu Parishad leader
Kamlesh Raval, and directed
thatacriminal case be registered
against Kashyap after noting
there is reason to believe the so-

cial media post was made viral
by the accused in a way that it
defames a certain community.
The court directed registra-
tion ofacaseunder relevant sec-
tionsofthe BNS. The complain-

ant, who hails from the Brahmin
community, moved the court
over Kashyap's "objectionable"
social media post on Xwhich he
said defamed the entire Brah-
min community. PTI

Lakshmibai National Institute of Physical Education, Gwalior

Deemed to be University
Government of India,
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

his daughter-in-law Roopa
Mishra has been sentenced to
four yearsinjail.

This is the seventh convic-
tion of Vijay Mishra, who has
been lodged in an Agra jail
since 2020.

District government coun-
sel, Bhadohi, Dinesh Pandey
said Vijay Mishra and Vishnu
were already in judicial cus-
tody. Ram Lali Mishra, a
former MLC, and Roopa
Mishra, who had been re-
leased on bail earlier, were
taken into custody being con-
victed by the court on Wednes-
day.

Pandey said Vijay Mishra
appeared before the court
through videoconferencing.
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IPLT20 CRICKET MATCH
on 17-05-2026

ARUN JRITLEY STADIUM, FEROZESHAH KOTLA GROUND, NEW DELHI

DELHI POLICE

SHANTI SEWA NYAYA

F
LR TR ]
0 i T

PANT

MOBPTT A

WL AR EREN
T

Ll

Ao

¥

RIDE METRO/FREE SHUTTLE BUS FOR HASSLE FREE JOURNEY

Free Shuttle bus service provided by DELHI CAPITALS
Free Parking : 1. Mata Sundari Road 2. Rajghat Power House Road 3. Velodrome Road R Sl

SECURITY IHSTHUETII]HS Spectators visiting the stadium are requesied not to bring the Inllnwing prnhlhlieﬂ items:

24 Hours Traffic Helpline: 011-25844444 / 1095

1

FARPODES

anhup

e @ = PICK UP POINT SHUTTLE SERVICE
: @ ~— DAOF OFF POINT SHUTTLE SERVICE s
t:D = TAX1 {DROP OFF / FICK UF LANE)

| Vi e AT 5
RING HDAD e e
GHAT
' srnnluh'h
BATE RAD =

w - |E5E METRDOR PUBLI TRARSPORT
T REAGH THE STADIUM

Delhi Galte, ITh
{Gate No. (Gate No.
4 & 5) 3.4 &5)

” ADVISORY

A DELHI CAPITALS VS RAJASTHAN ROYALS

7:00PM TO 11:30PM

DIVERSION / RESTRICTION
ON NEED BASIS

LEGEND

THOSE NOT HAVING PARKING
~ LABEL TO FOLLOW RED

THOSE HAVING PARKING LABEL
= MAY FOLLOW BLUE ARROWS.

——Park & Ride Free Parking
hata Sundar Foad,
Rajghat Power House Road
Veladrome Road
carvice Road of Rajghat
Shantivan Both Sides

Mearest Metro Station:

PUBLIC NOTICE

UPPAL CHADHA HI-TECH
DEVELOPERS PVT. LTD.
Registered Office; M-4,

First fleor, South Extension-1l,
Mew Delhi- 110049
This is to inform the general public that
Uppal Chadha Hi-tech Developers
Pvt. Ltd. {UCHDPL) has received the
Environmental Clearance {(EC)
Certificate from 5tate Leaval
Environment Impact Aszessmeant
Authority [SEL&AY, Uttar Pradesh for its
project WAVE CITY, under Proposal
Mo SIA/UP/INFRAZ /550281 /2025,

The Environmental Clearance details are
available for public access on the
Parivesh Portal {www. parivesh. nic.in}.

Frer andd o Balealf of

UPPAL CHADHA
Date: 16-05-1026  HI-TECH DEVELOPERS
Placs: Delki PVT.LTD.

NATIONAL SCHOOL CONNECT PROGRAM

Under the leadership of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
(MYAS), Government of India, New Delhi, the Lakshmibai
National Institute of Physical Education (LNIPE), Gwalior is
launching the National School Connect Program ‘YES PE’
(Young Engagement in Sports & Physical Education) for
students of classes 9th to 12th. For more information, please
visit www.lnipe.edu.in.

(Prof. Yatendra Kumar Singh)
Registrar l/c

NOTICE FOR E-TENDER

Government of Maharashtra
School Education & Sports Dept.
Maharashtra Prathamik Shikshan Parishad

10th floor, K.G. Mittal Hospital, Netaji Subhash Marg,
Charni Road, Mumbai- 400004

MAHARASHTRA Prathamik Shikshan Parishad,
Government of Maharashtra is inviting e-tenders
from registered and experienced suppliers for the
transportation of textbooks and educational
materials from Balbharti and SCERT, Pune
warehouses to taluka level to provided free
textbooks and educational materials to students in
schools for the academic year 2026-27 under
Samagra Shiksha and PM Shri.

For the detailed Tender document, interested
bidders should visit https://mahatenders.gov.in

Tender submission would be online and the
deadline to submit the proposal is dt. 04.06.2026 at
4.00 pm.

Date: 14.05.2026

Sd/-
(Devidas Kulal)
Joint Director (Admin),

DGIPR-2026-27/811 MPSP, Mumbai

On naed basis, thare will be traffic diversions | restrictions on Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg
and JLN Marg an 17-05-2026 fram 0500 PM e 0100 AM

Mo heavy or commercial vehicles wil be allowed on the roads from (1) Daryagan) to
Dalhi Gate Chawk on BSZ Marg [Z) Delhi Gate Chowlk tiwards Gurd Mansk Chowhk on

JLM Mang and (3) ITD to Delhl Gate Chowk on BSE Marg,

Commuters are requested fo avoid the following roads from 05:00 PM 1o 01:00 AM on the
day of maich whwin the spectators woilld be coming to the stadium and congestion s
oxpocted:

JoLW, Marng from Rajoehat to Delnl Gate up (o RIS Kamida BMarke (Both Carrageways)

Aszl AN Road from Turkman Gate fo Dalhi Gate

BSE Marg from Dalhl Gate to Ramcharan Aggarwal Chowh ! |TO Chowk [Bath Camiageways)

ENTRY TO THE STADIUM

(I| Gate Nos, 1108 are located on the southem side of the Stadium & eniry fo these

~enclosures are from Bahadurshah Zafar Marg,

1} GateMos 10 to 15 are located on the Eastem side of the Stadium on the road and
en1qr|s from J.L.N. Marg Next fo Ambedkar Stadium Bus Terminal
W) Gate Nos. 16, 17 & 18 are located on the Westem side of the Stadium & entry i3
from Bahadurshah Zafar Marg near Petrol Pump.

FREE PARK & RIDE

Far spectators, uniabeSied vehicles'park and ride’ facility has been created at (ke lolowing places:-

Park & Ride Free Parking Mata Sundan Road,
Veladmams Road, Sarace Boad of :'1‘.;_|.];_1I1.'='.| f

jghat Power House Road,
anantivan Balh Sidas

Labelled Vehicles

Limited parking is available for labelsd vehicles in the proximity of the Stadium, Display of car
parking label an windscreen s mandatory, Vehicle number must be written on the parking
label. Thosa who do not display parking label with vehicle number will not be allowed in the
proimity of the stadium.

Car parking iabel holders are advised 1o take Ring Road, LLN. Marg, Asal All Road o

Bahadurshah Zafar Marg, 'L’ burn at Dielhl Gate |s allowad. Entry o parking lots P1, P2, P3,

4. Service Road of Rajghat & Shantivan Both Sides

Helmet

ST

Eatables Waler Bollles

(Z28) (" wg)
\"ﬂl]ﬁ \._/
Lightar & Knives & Arms
Match Bax

VIP and VVIP shall be from Bahadurshah Zafar Marg anly from near the Vikram Magar
Cut, Shaheedi Park,

Mo yehicle shall be. allowed o be parked on Bahadurshah Jatar Marp, Jawahadzl Nehru
Marg & Ring Road from-Raighat to 1.2 Fiyover (both the carriageways) on tie match day,

General Vehicles

All the spectators coming In their vehicles shall reach these Park & Ride sites, and avail
"Park & Ride" facility or waik down to reach stadium.

m All Buses will Start Their Services 2 Hours Before The Start of The

Match And Will Continue Till 12:30 AM

Speclators using app based laxi and other taxis should use the service lane on
Ring ARoad belween L.P llyover & Rajghat crassing lor drop & pickup.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

sifiEe WA fETE e (319130 4., Yaie
ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
SCIENCES (AlIMS), BHUBANESWAR

(AS atJtnr. by under aegls of Mintstry of Health and Family Weifare, Govl of indis)
Stjom, Post-Dumuduma, Bhubaneswar (Odigha) -T51019

File No.: RECT-11012/1/2026-RECU SEC (1/23298/2026)  Date: 15.05.2026
NOTIFICATION
RECRUITMENT OF ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
(GROUP'A") POSTSIN LIVER TRANSPLANT
UNIT OF AlIMS BEHUBANESWAR ON DIRECT
RECRUITMENT BASIS-2026: REG

All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AlIMS), Bhubaneswar, an
Autonomous Institute of National Importance, is one of tha new AlIMS
and apex healthcare Institute being established by the Ministry ol
Health & Family Wellare, Government of India under the Pradhan
Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) with (he aim o address
reglonal disparities in quality tertiary healthcare across the country
while promoling self-sufficiency In undergraduate, postgraduate, and
higher medical education, research and training

The lollowing Aasistant Prolessor posts are belng advertised for
recruitment against the sanctioned vacant posts for the Liver Transplant
Unit. Accordingly, the Online applications are invited from aligible
Inthan citizens and other candidates as parmilled under applicable
iaws for the pos! ol Assistant Profassor in Liver Transplant Unit of
AlIMS Bhubaneswar, on a Diregl Recruitmant Basis. The link lor
submission ol online applications, along with detalled information
regarding the adverised posts, shall be activated from the date of
publication of this advertisement in the Employment News/ Rozgar
Samachar. All relevant detalls, Including the cul-olf dates and othar
important nstructions periaining to this recruitment, will be provided
axclugively on the official wabsite of AlIMS Bhubaneswar.

Sl. No. of
No. Post Name Category| o ie
1 |Assistant Protessor (Critical Care) OBC 01
2 |Assistant Professor (HPB Surgary) UR 01
3 |Assistant Professor (Anaesthesia) S 01
4 |Assistant Professor (Paediatric Hepalalogy) UR 01

Abbreviation used:
OBC-Other Backward Classes, SC- Scheduled Caste, UR- Unreserved
For comprehensive details regarding educational gualifications,
age requirements, and eligibility criterla, please refar to
Advertisement No. RECT-11012/1/2026-RECU SEC (1/23297/2026)
Dated 15.05.2028, available on the Institute's officlal website at
https://aiimsbhubaneswar.nic.in/recruitment-notice/
Sl
{Prof. (Dr.) Ashutosh Biswas)
Executive Director
AlIMS, Bhubaneswar
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‘AGAINST FACTS, ASI'S PAST STAND’

AIMPLB says mosque
panel to move SC over
HC’s Bhojshala verdict

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

A DAY after the Madhya Pra-
desh High Court concluded that
thereligious character of the dis-
puted Bhojshala-Kamal Maula
Mosque complex was that of
Bhojshala, described asatemple
of goddess Vagdevi Saraswati,
the All India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB) Saturday
termed the verdict as “contrary
to historical facts, official rec-
ords, archaeological evidence,
and even theearlier stand of the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI)” and said that the mosque
committee will challenge it be-
fore the Supreme Court.

In a statement, AIMPLB
said the verdict is also in direct
conflict with the spirit and con-
stitutional mandate of the
Places of Worship Act, 1991.
AIMPLB spokesperson SQ R
Ilyas said that the verdict has
been delivered in disregard of
historical evidence, revenue
records, colonial-era official
documents, gazetteers, and
centuries-old Muslim religious
association with the site.

Ilyas said that the ASI’s ear-
lier position had acknowledged

the shared religious character
of the site and for decades, ASI’s
official records and signboards
described the site as ‘Bhojshala
/ Kamal Maula Mosque’, which
amounted to official recogni-
tion of its disputed and shared
religious status.

Ilyas said that under the ad-
ministrative arrangement of
2003, Hindus were allowed to
offer prayers on Tuesdays,
while Muslims were permitted
to offer Friday prayers.

“This arrangement itself
was a clear acknowledgment
that ASIrecognised the histori-
cal claims and worship rights of
both communities,” Ilyas said.
“Therefore, the HC’s decision
to terminate this arrangement
marks a departure from ASI’s
own earlier stand,” he said.

Meanwhile, Jamiat Ulama-
i-Hind president, Maulana
Mahmood Asad Madani, said
this is not merely a matter re-
lated to a place of worship, but
a question of the Constitution,
justice, and religious freedom
in the country.

“It is difficult to agree with
decisions that overlook histori-
cal realities and constitutional
principles,” he said.

8TH CONVICTION SO FAR

Azam Khan gets 2-year jail
over ‘shoe cleaning’ remark

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, May 16

JAILED SAMAJWADI Party
leader Azam Khan has been
sentenced to two years in
prisoninacaserelated tohisal-
leged “cleaning shoes” objec-
tionable remark against gov-
ernment officials, including the
then Collector-cum-District
Magistrate, during the 2019 Lok
Sabha election campaign.

Khan, who is currently
lodged in Rampurjail, was also
fined Rs 20,000 by a Rampur
district court. Aunjaneya
Kumar Singh, whois Divisional
Commissioner Moradabad,
was the then District Magis-
trate, Rampur, in 2019.

This caseiswidely regarded
as a turning point for Khan,
marking the beginning of a pro-
longed legal action. Around 70
against him were lodged in
2019 alone. A 10-time MLA
from Rampur Sadar and former
Cabinet minister, Khan has
been one of the SP’s most
prominent Muslim faces and a
long-standing influential fig-
ure. He has been lodged in jail

| since November last year after

Man ‘allows’ landlord to sexually assault
wife, daughter over ‘pending rent’; held

Express News Service
Ahmedabad, May 16

AN INCIDENT has surfaced in
Morbi district, Gujarat, of a la-
bourer who “could not afford to
pay rent” to his landlord and
was allegedly forced to allow
thelatter to “have hisway” with
his wife and teenage daughter,
aminor, police said on Friday.
The man (tenant) was ar-
rested last month and the ac-
cused landlord held Wednes-
day, while police are on the
lookout for a third accused — a
relative of the landlord. The ac-
cused were booked on charges
of rape and its abetment and

© | NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDERIMNG MNOTICE

Divisional Railway Manager
[Electrical/General), MNorth Easter
Rallway, Varanzst for and on behal
of President of India snvites Online
(E-Tendering) "Open Tenders™ for
the following work:-
SLNg-01, Tender reference Mo E-
Tender-L-11-26-27, Wame of work
Elecirical work connection o (i)
Construction of new funmimg voom 30
heded at Ghazipur Oty (i) Provision of
construction of new munmng room 12
Preded at Azamezarh (L) Provision of 30
beded munning roony at. Thawe Jn (iv)
Provision of additional 30 beded rooms
al existing running rocm ai Chhapra jn
{(v) Provision of additional running
room  [or crew sl (30 beded) ot
Banaras (vi) Provision of construciion
for new rooms for 02 bed capacity in
Siwan running room. Approx. Cost, {in
Rs.): & 48,04, 18993, Eamest Money (in
s T 96 100-, Completion period: 04
Months. Date & time of Closing Tender:
08 -0-20206, 14930 Hrs. Date & time of
Orpening Tender: (9-06-20626, 14:30 Hrs,
LMo 2, Tender reference Noo E-
Tender-1.-12-26-2T7, Mame of work
Provision of Pre-cooling cum Battery
charging Poiris at Seean & Maw stations.
Approx. Cost (in Rs.): € 85,53, 704.37,
Earmest Money (in Rs.y: < 1711000,
Completion period: 04 Months: Date &
time of Closing Tender; 09=06-20026,
14:30 Hrs. Daile & time of Openimg

Tender: 09-06-2026, [4:30 Hrs.
Si.No-03, Tender reforence Noo E-
Tender-L-13-26-27. Mame of work:
Electrical work connection 1o

(it Provision of Todet for 85 at 10
stations in CPI-THE sectivn and 11
sianons m THE-UCPR section of BSH
Division (i) Provision of Interlocking
of Level crpssing pates more, than
20000 TUY under junsdiction of Sr
DSTE-IVBSE with RTU & power
sitpply arrangement {Total 04 No LT
(iEi} Provision of Centralized Traffic
control between GEC (Excld)-CHPG
& BL'W (Excid)-STF section over NER
Approx. Cost (in Rs. )& 18,57,683.00,
Eamest Money (in Rs) & 372005,
Completion perod: 04 Monthz, Date &

time of Closing Tender: 10-06-2026,
14:30 Hrs, Date & fime of Opening
Tender; 10-06-2026, 14:30 Hrs..

Tender-L-14-26-2T7, Wame of  work:
Electrical wark  connection to
(i} Construction of S&T Goomb under
wirk Provision of Second goods shed
commaon running line of CSL-T30m at
Pharia (i) Provision of modular Sewige
Treatment Plant af NGT hominated
stations  Helthara Road (BLTR) &
Khorshan Foad (EENDY Statons.
Approx. Cost (in Bs e 2 11,234,082 67,
Enmest Money (im Bs): § 22.5000-,
Completion period: 04 Months, Date &
timse o Chosing Tender: 10-06-2026, 1430
Hrs. Date & time of Opeming Tender:
10-06-2026, 1430 Hrs, SLNo.-05,
Tender reference Mo, E-Tender-L-15-
26-27 Mame of work: Electrical work
connection o (i) RCC overhead tank
SO0 gallon capacity with Sinking of
Tube well and improvement of pipe
liowe, (00 Mod st BTT (i) Widening of
Road near 128A for tmeck movement
and approach road ol mibway land at
DEOS. (i) Provision of New Tower
WRZOR shed at Chaun Chaora. Appro.
Clost! T 1774409 60, Earnes Moncy
T 35,5000-, Completion period: M
Maonths, Date & time of Closing Tender:
H1-06-2026, 14:30 Hes, Date & time ol
Crpening Tender: 11-06-2026, 1430 Hirs

& For full details of above E-Tender work
nnd to participate in tenders please visit
Inadicon Fanlway Website wasibreps, gontin

&r. Divl. Electrical Engineer (Generall,
CPROYIdyot-42 Varanasi

P Erocsdidex T o2 Fa
oo anad Ffoot booarad=.

under sections of POCSOon the
basis of acomplaint filed by the
woman’s mother. Investigators
told The Indian Express Friday
that the tenant did not have
enough employment to pay his
house rent, which was Rs1,000-
1,500, leading to him allegedly
makingan oral agreement with
the landlord to “have his way”
with his wife and daughter.
The Investigation Officer
(IO) said, “Thelandlord had inti-
materelationswith the tenant’s
wife and also raped the couple’s
minor daughter with the ten-
ant's permission. The accrual of
rentand hisinability to payitled
to him making this arrange-

ment.” The family first rented
thishouse a few monthsagoand
thenleft tolive somewhereelse,
but returned to this house re-
cently. However, after three
months' rent had piled up, the
tenantandlandlord reached the
“agreement”. “When the family
wentbacktolive there, theland-
lord asked the tenant to pay
what he could afford and give
him permission to sexually as-
sault the wife and daughter.”
The I0 said, “Police learnt
through confidential sources
that such an arrangement had
been made...” Police have taken
the minor’s statement. Further
investigation is underway.

Chennithalatojoin team
Satheesan, Kerala Cabinet
formation gains pace

Express News Service
Thiruvananthapuram,
May 16

THE CABINET formation of
the newly elected Congress-led
UDF government in Kerala
gained momentum on Satur-
day after senior Congress leader
Ramesh Chennithala decided
tojoin the VD Satheesan team.
Chennithala, who lost in the
racetothe Chief Minister’s post,
decided tojoin the Cabinet after
CM-designate Satheesan ex-
pressed his readiness to sur-
render the home portfolio to
the senior leader, said sources.

Satheesan, who hasalready
extended an olive branch tothe
upsetleadersin the party, held
discussions with Chennithala
twiceintwodays. AICC general
secretary K C Venugopal and
former KPCC president KSud-
hakaran also met Chennithala
to convince him to join the
Cabinet. After meeting the sen-
ior leaders, Chennithala told
the media, “I am a true Con-
gressleaderwhoactsasperthe
direction of the party.” Sathee-
san chipped in, “No one is un-
necessarily stubborn”.

The Congress has not offi-
ciallyannounced the names of
ministers in the 21-member
Cabinet, including the CM.
AICC general secretary in-
charge of Kerala Deepa Das-
munsi said discussions are on.

The final list of UDF ministers
will be handed over to Gov-
ernor Rajendra Arlekar on Sun-
day. The [UML, second leading
allyin UDF, hasdemanded five
Cabinet berths, regional Chris-
tian party Kerala Congress has
sought two and other allies
wantoneeach. Congresshasn’t
announced whether [UML will
be allotted five Cabinet slots or
not. From the Congress camp,
names doing the rounds for
Cabinet berths are K Muraleed-
haran, Thiruvanchoor Rad-
hakrishnan, A P Anil Kumar,
Sunny Joseph, P C Vishnu-
nath, Chandy Oommen, M Liju
and Bindu Krishna.

Congress ministers will be
selected after giving due repre-
sentation to the camps of Sa-
theesan, Chennithala and Ve-
nugopal, besides regional and
community factors. Chenni-
thalahadserved asstate Home
Minister from 2014 to 2016 in
the Oommen Chandy govern-
ment. During his two terms,
former CM Pinarayi Vijayan
had held the home and vigi-
lance portfolios. However, in
2006 when the then CPI(M)
governmentwasled by veteran
leader VS Achuthanandan, the
party had handed over the
home portfolio tosenior leader
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan since
the party was not inclined to
consign complete control of the
government to the CM.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

before 29.07.2026.

DP/E131/NW/2026

(See Section 82 Cr PC/84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita-2023)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Naresh @ Pappu S/o Udayveer Singh Rlo
Jhuggi No. 25, Kishori Market G.T.B Nagar Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case FIR Neo. 707/24, Uls 25/54/59 Arms Act at PS:
Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant
of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Naresh @
Pappu can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Naresh @ Pappu has
absconded (or is concealing himseif to avoid the service of the
said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused Naresh @ Pappu of FIR No. 707/24, U/s 25/54/59
Arms Act of PS: Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or

By order
Amardeep Kaur

ACJM District Rohini, Room No.117

Rohini Courts, Delhi

—

Azam Khanis currently lodged
in Rampur prison. EXPRESS FILE

his conviction in a forgery case
relating to the alleged use of
two PAN cards.

On Saturday, Khan ap-
peared before the court
through video conference.

“The court sentenced Azam
Khan to two years imprison-
ment and also imposed a Rs
20,000 fine on him,” said
Special Public Prosecutor,
Rampur, Rakesh Maurya. The
courtexamined 10 prosecution
witnesses in the case.

Maurya added that court
held Khan guilty under IPC sec-
tions 153-A (promoting enmity
between two groups), 153-B

(imputations, assertions
prejudicial to national integra-
tion), S0S (statements creating
or promoting enmity, hatred or
ill will between classes). The
court also held him guilty
under Section 125 of the Repre-
sentation of People Act.

Khan’slawyer, Nasir Sultan,
said an appeal would be filed
against the judgment.

Whatisthe 2019 case?

Khan was contesting as the
joint candidate of the Sa-
majwadi Party-Bahujan Samaj
Party-Rashtriya Lok Dal (SP-
BSP-RLD) alliance from the
Rampur parliamentary consti-
tuency when the alleged re-
marks were made in 2019.

According to the prosecu-
tion, the case was registered
against Khan on May 11,2019, at
Bhot police station on a com-
plaint by the then Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate, Rampur,
Ghanshyam Tripathi.

The complaint alleged that
at a public meeting during the
Lok Sabha election campaign,
Khan made objectionable re-
marks against government of-
ficials. The statement was cir-

culated on social media in a vi-
olation of the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC), stated the
complainant.

Mounting cases

According to Uttar Pradesh
Police records, more than 81
cases were registered against
Khan after the BJP assumed
power in the state in 2017.

A significant majority of
these cases — around 70 —
werelodged in 2019 alone, with
six additional cases reportedly
registered in 2020. The charges
span alleged offencesincluding
land grabbing, cheating, van-
dalism, criminal trespass, hate
speech, and criminal intimida-
tion. Including the current
case, Khan has been convicted
in eight cases — seven in Ram-
pur and one in Moradabad. He
has filed appeals against the
judgments, which were
allowed in a few cases. He ob-
tained bail in some cases after
conviction was suspended.

In addition, Khan has been
acquitted in six other cases.
However, the state government
has challenged a few of these
acquittals in higher courts.

Asansol: Mob clashes with cops '
over mosque loudspeaker curbs

Ravik Bhattacharya

Kolkata, May 16

VIOLENCE BROKE out in West
Bengal’s Asansol on Friday
night after a mob allegedly
pelted stones and vandalised a
police post after complaints
against the volume of loud-
speakers at a mosque. At least
seven people have been ar-
rested in the incident, police
said on Saturday.

Police sources claimed a po-
lice team urged the locals and
mosque authorities to reduce
the loudspeaker’s volume in
Asansol’s Jahangir Mohalla.
This angered thelocals who pro-
tested outside the police outpost
at around 9 pm. Soon, a scuffle
broke out in front of the police
outpost, and the mob allegedly
pelted stonesand vandalised the
police outpost. Police claimed
that several officers and civilian
vehicles were also damaged in
the incident. A huge police con-
tingent later arrived at the spot,
and police lathicharged the pro-
testers to pacify the situation
and disperse the mob.

Meanwhile, police pickets
have been put up in the area
and the situation is now under
control, sources said. Through-
out the state, police and the ad-
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A policeman walks past adamaged vehicle in Asansol, Saturday. ani

ministration held meetings
with religious leaders with a set
of guidelines issued by the Su-
preme Court. As per its guide-
lines, no religious activity is
allowed by blocking roads. Be-
sides, all loudspeakers at relig-
ious places must maintain a vol-
ume between 65 to 75 decibels.

DhrubaDas, DCP at Asansol-
Durgapur Police Commissioner-
ate, told media on Saturday:
“Last night a crowd had gath-
ered to discuss some issue. Po-
lice personnel were also there.
Two groups had formed amid
the crowd, and they started an
argument with each other. Po-
lice attempted to break it off...
However a section of the mob
pelted stones at the police out-

post, which caused minor dam-
age. So, we are examining the
CCTVtoidentify thoseinvolved.
Strict action will be taken.”
Police said seven persons
have been arrested. Agnimitra
Paul, BJP MLA from Asansol
Dakshin and the state’s urban
development minister, while
speaking with mediapersons
Saturday, said, “Nothing will be
allowed which disturbs the pub-
lic. You cannot block the roads
and harass the public. There is
anallowed noise pollutionlevel.
You cannot exceed it. You can-
not exceed the volume level of
loudspeakers. You can be
Hindu, Sikh, Muslim or Chris-
tian, you can even play a DJ —
but within the permitted level.”

NCB arrests Syrian national, seizes
227 kg Captagon pills worth Rs 182 cr

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

THE NARCOTICS Control
Bureau (NCB) has arrested a Sy-
rian national and seized over
2277 kg ‘Captagon’ drug worth
around Rs 182 crore, marking
whatit called the country’s first
major interception of the syn-
thetic drug popularly referred
to asthe “Jihadi drug”.
Around 196 kg of the drug
powder was seized from Guja-
rat’sMundrawhileanother 36 kg
Captagon tablets from a Delhi
house this week. The bust was

part of an NCB operation, code-
named ‘Operation RAGEPILL.
Captagon pills mainly contain
fenetylline and amphetamine
— psychotropic substances
banned under the NDPS Act.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said on X, “Glad to share
that through ‘Operation RAGE-
PILL’, our agencies have
achieved the first-ever seizure
of Captagon, the so-called Ji-
hadi Drug’, worth Rs182 crore...
Kudostothe brave and vigilant
warriors of the NCB.”

The NCB said that informa-
tion was received from a for-

eign drug law enforcement
agency that India isbeingused
as transit for trafficking Capta-
gon, and ahouse wasidentified
in South Delhi’s Neb Sarai.
“Search of the house on May
11 led to recovery of about 31.5
kg Captagon tablets, concealed
in a commercial chapati cut-
ting machine which prelim-
inary probe suggests was in-
tended for export to Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia,” an NCB spokes-
person said. The Syrian na-
tional “wasillegally overstaying
inIndia and had taken the said
house in Neb Sarai on rent”.
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Home Minister Amit Shah at a meeting in Ahmedabad, Saturday. r1i

GUJARAT

Convoy shrunk, no reception at

airport: Shah’s austerity measures

UNION HOME Minister Amit Shah, who began atwo-day
visit to Gujarat on Saturday, ensured that the austerity
measures Prime Minister Narendra Modi suggested were
followed even in meetings reviewing project progress in the
Gandhinagar Lok Sabha constituency, which he
represents. This included shrinking his convoy, deterring
anyreception at the airport upon arrival and having only
officials from the “specific departments concerned” in the
meetings. This is Shah’s first visit to Gujarat after the BJP’s
victory in West Bengal and Assam. PTI

DRIrecovers
2.5kgcocaine at

Mumbai airport

THE DIRECTORATE of Rev-
enue Intelligence (DRI) has
seized cocaine worth Rs 13.2
crore from two passengers
in separate operations at
the Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
harajInternational Airport,
officials said Saturday. DRI
officials intercepted a
woman arriving from Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, and seized
1.575kgofliquid cocaine
concealed in eight pouches
from her baggage. Also, an
African male passenger was
nabbed after he was found
tohaveingested 70 cocaine-
filled capsules, yielding
1.084 kg of cocaine. PTI

Anantnag: Two
killed as vehicle

falls into gorge

TWO TOURISTS were Killed
and three persons, includ-
ingalocal driver, injured
when their vehicle skidded
off the road and plunged
intoadeep gorgein J&K’s
Anantnagdistrict on Satur-
day, officials said. A cab
carrying tourists from Guja-
rat met with anaccidenton
the Pahalgam-Aruroutein
the south Kashmir district.
Two tourists, including a
woman, were Killed in the
accident, while three
people, including the
driver, were injured. The
injured have been admitted
to ahospital, they said. PTI

Lucknow varsity prof
held for ‘obscene talks,
‘paper leak’ allegations

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, May 16

AN ASSISTANT professor from
Lucknow University (LU) was
arrested Saturday after allega-
tions surfaced that he engaged
in obscene conversations with
a female student and claimed
he could leak examination
question papers, said police.
The accused, Paramjeet
Singh (35), is a teacher. The
issue came to light after an
audio-video clip of the pur-
ported conversation between
teacher and student went viral
on social media. In one of the
purported audio clips, the ac-
cused is heard saying: “Will you
come and meet me or not?
Make it clear to me... I have
readied two papers for you...
don’t ditch me, please.”
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police, Lucknow,
Jitendra Kumar Dubey con-
firmed that the assistant profes-
sor has been arrested. Officials
said the university administra-
tion had initiated a preliminary
inquiry and submitted a com-
plaint to the Hasanganj police
station. Police said on Friday,
the Controller of Examinations,
Lucknow University, sub-
mitted a written complaint.
The complainant claimed they
received three audio recordings
allegedly featuring objection-
able conversations between
Singh and a female student.
The complaint alleged that
Singh offered inducements to
the studentin exchange forim-

proper favours and referred to
leaking two ongoing university
examination question papers.

The complaint said this
amounts to a serious breach of
examination confidentiality,
compromises the student’s dig-
nity, and constitutes criminal
misconduct. A pen drive con-
taining the recordings was sub-
mitted with the complaint.

A case was then registered
under BNS Section 74 (assault
or criminal force towoman with
intent to outrage her modesty)
and Sections 11 and 13(5) of the
Uttar Pradesh Public Examin-
ation (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act. Aresident of Bijnor
district, Singh hasbeen serving
as an assistant professor at LU
since 2022. The university ad-
ministration also constituted an
inquiry committee to conduct
adetailed investigation intothe
matter and examine all aspects
of the complaint.

The Lucknow unit of the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Par-
ishad (ABVP) condemned the
alleged conversations, calling
them obscene, derogatory and
deeply objectionable. ABVP
Lucknow University Unit Presi-
dent Jai Srivastava, in a state-
ment, said “tarnishing the
sacred tradition of Guru and
disciple in such a prestigious
institution is deeply unfortu-
nate and entirely unforgivable”.

Inspector Chitran Kumatr,
Station House Officer of Hasan-
ganj police station, said police
are also in the process of record-
ing the student’s statement.

e FOOD BASKETS IN JHARKHAND, BUT AT WHAT COST

HIV-thalassemia familics want dignity, notjust ration

ShubhamTigga
Ranchi, May 16

HIV-INFECTED THALASSE-
MIA children and their families
in Jharkhand’s West Singhb-
hum have begun receiving
monthly food baskets from hos-
pital authorities after the Jhark-
hand High Court on May S5 di-
rected district and legal services
authoritiestoensure theydonot
face social stigma or boycott.
Parents, however, said the
assistance being provided is in-
adequate and difficult to access.
Several families said they had to
travel repeatedly to the Chai-
basa hospital to collect rations
and ART medicines, and for
blood transfusions. “One time,
we come for blood transfusion,
another time for medicines,
then for ration,” said a father of

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

The food basket received by the families comprises 10 kgrice,
pulses, soyabean, almonds and fruits. express

one of the children. “We told
them if food support is being
given, it should reach our homes
asrepeated travel is expensive.”

The children contracted HIV
allegedly during blood trans-
fusions for thalassemia treat-

mentlast October. Families told
Thelndian Expressthattheyre-
ceived food support earlier this
month from Sadar Hospital in
Chaibasa. They said the basket
included 10 kgrice, pulses, soya-
bean, almonds, Horlicks and

fruits, and they were informed
that the support would likely be
provided every month. Hearing
awrit plea filed on behalf of five
minors, the HC expressed con-
cern over claims that the
families were being treated as
social outcasts and directed the
districtadministration and Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) to ensure that they do
not face social stigma or boycott.

Itdirected the DLSA and dis-
trict administration to under-
take sensitisation programmes
in villages and involve local
headmen to prevent discrimi-
nation against the families. In
itsorder, the court recorded that
the children, aged between five
and seven years and belonging
to very poor families, were in-
fected with HIV during blood
transfusions required for treat-

ment of thalassemia.

Another parent and peti-
tioner alleged that families were
made to wait for hours at the
hospital on the day of distribu-
tion. “We came in the morning
and waited till evening as offi-
cials said they wanted to meet
us. Travelling back late at night
is difficult,” the mother of a
younggirl said, asking what sort
of jobs would be given to them.

Families said that schooling
had been disrupted for the
children after the HIV infections
became known everywhere. A
father said his child had not at-
tended school for seven months.
The petitioners’ counsel, Md
Shadab Ansari, said this is just
the initial stage of the fight; he
will fight the case until the end.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Govtlost sight of the ball
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ACROSS THE AISLE

BY P CHIDAMBARAM

’S JUST all accumulating together.

We have frayed relations with the US

over tariffs, we are on the wrong side of

the Al mania, we are a big energy im-

porter during an Iran conflict, and we

have El Nifio to deal with. The government

needstothink as passionately about getting

foreign capital back — perhaps through tax

cuts—astheydoaboutelections. Privatein-

vestment is stagnant because the ground-

level business environment remainsdifficult

duetoregulation and investigative agencies.

India consistently disappoints both the op-

timist and the pessimist. We still have the sec-

ond or third most expensive stock marketin

the world, which is a note of caution.” (The
Indian Express, May 12, 2026).

Idid not say those words, so the trollsmay
relax. It was a statement by Mr Ruchir
Sharma (author of The Rise and Fall of Na-
tions, What Went Wrong with Capitalism,
etc.).Itisavirtual indictment ofthe BJPgov-
ernment’s management of the economy. But
Iadmit to expressing views on the samelines

investigative agencies, and so on. These is-

— especially about the frayed relations with
the US, getting foreign capital back, the un-
friendly regulatory environment, the role of

DIPLOMATIC DRESSING DOWN

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi expressed his unhap-
piness at a meeting with heads of Indian missions in Delhi
last month. The PM felt that our ambassadors have notbeen
sufficiently proactive in projecting the country’s positive
image in the foreign media. They were also not always on
theballin alerting New Delhi of major changesin our neigh-
bourhood. Dinesh Trivedi, the new political appointee am-
bassadorin Bangladesh, was present when the PM pointedly
remarked thatanubhavi(experienced and knowledgeable)
people should be selected for ambassadorial assignments.

Modiperhapshadin mind US Ambassador toIndia Sergei
Gorasarolemodel. Gor hascertainly made his presence felt
in New Delhi. Last week, Gor attended the swearing-in cer-
emony of Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma in
Guwahatiandisleadingthe preparationsat Bharat Manda-
pam, the government’strade centre building, for a party for
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio to celebrate the 250th an-
niversary of the founding ofthe USRepublic. Rubioisslated
tovisitIndialater this month. Gor has even hired 250 Delhi
autorickshawsto putup American flags and stickersto mark
the US anniversary celebrations.

SWITCHING COLOURS INBENGAL

Themostextraordinary political turnaround after Mamata
Banerjee’sdefeat was of aBengali daily owned by abusiness-
man-lawyer known to be extremely close to Banerjee’s
nephew, Abhishek Banerjee. The newspaper’s editor, in a
signed piece, painted his periodical as a victim of Mamata’s
tyranny and claimed that because it carried a photograph of
the candlelight vigil of doctors during the R G Kar Hospital
murder and rape casein 2024, allgovernment advertisements
were withdrawn. The overnight political switch in a section
ofthe Bengali media following the BJP’slandslide victoryin
West Bengalisunabashed. Duringthe Trinamool Congress’s
long reign, Mamata was generous with government adver-
tisements to the media, provided they toed her line. In fact,
anational TV channel conveniently adopted contrary editorial
positionsin Kolkataand Delhi. Indicative of changing times
isthe factthatlastweek, atleast five Kolkatanewspapers car-
ried prominently an article by Culture Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat on Gujarat’s Somnath temple. In earlier
times, the article would have most likely have been buried.
In deference to the new reality, the Kolkata municipality
which had for years painted traffic dividers blue and white,
the coloursofthe Trinamool party, hasnow begun repainting
themyellow and white. Even the CM’s secretariat which was
illuminated blue and white at night has switched to saffron.

REEL LIFEBESTED BY REALITY

Actor politician Joseph Vijay’s victory at the polls is dra-
matic, magical and as full of twistsand turns as any of hisblock-
buster movies. The novice politician was described dismiss-
ively as a “weekend politician” with a party “built on a
cardboard foundation”. The actor addressed a minimal
number of election rallies, sometimes bailing out on pro-
grammesatthelast minute, while hisrivalscampaigned from
morning to night. He was handicapped by three major scan-
dals: his wife of 27 years sued for divorce; his partner, actress
Trisha Krishnan,accompanied himin public;and he washeld
responsible by his rivals for a stampede at a political rally in
Karur in which 41 people died. But nothing could lessen the
voter’sardour. Even the six-day wait before Governor Rajendra
Arlekar agreed to swear in Vijay was as suspenseful as any
movie climax. Vijay was a tantalising two votes short of the
finishingline before he finally managed to persuadethe VCK
party to support him. But then the VCK leader had second
thoughts, reportedly lured by the temptation that he could
become king himself instead of Vijay. Udhayanidhi Stalin is
said to have worked behind the scenes, using every trick in
the trade to block Vijay from being sworn in as CM. He even
proposed the unthinkable to the AIADMK, that its decades-
longrival, the DMK, could offer it outside support. Udhayanidhi
and Vijay started out as good friends and the DMK scion was
the producer of Vijay’s Kuruviin2008. The story goesthat Ud-
hayanidhiinitially encouraged Vijay’s political ambitions in
the belief that he would eat into the AIADMK’s anti-incum-
bency vote, but by 2025, he realised his script had backfired.
Some other melodramaticlinesin this real-life script: Vijay’s
mother, singer Shobha Chandrasekhar, in2005 sangaballad
inamovieclaiming prophetically, “Ifthe poor decide, you be-
come chief minister tomorrow.” (The songhasbeen re-released
with are-mix.) Vijay’s much talked about movie, Jana Naya-
gan, yettobe cleared by the censors, has ascene showingthe
herodrivinga car with the number plate TN CM 2026!

The prime minister has asked the

/ 1. 201213 | 2013-14
sueswere hidden from the public’s informa- — : .
tion and were cleverly side-tracked during Revenue Deficit 3.6% 3.2%
parliamentary and public debates. Fiscal Deficit 49 | 45
Inthe corner Current Account Deficit 4.8 17
Pushed into a corner, aweek after the re- GDP growthrate 55 6.4
;ﬂigiﬁlgggg ;Eiii;tg;gi’/g;ﬁg dt;lz Forex Reserves (USD) | 292 bn | 304 bn (after low of $ 275 bn) |
remarkable confession. For the govern- Year-end Re/USD rate Rs54.39 | Rs60.10 (after low of Rs 68.85)
ment’s sins of omission and commission, 2 . Source: GOI. MOSPI. RBI & CGA
Mr Modi asked the people to make sacrifices.
The stark facts are: people to do several things. Since the prime
® US/Israel vs Iran war will complete3  The PM’s plate minister did not notice that his ministers
monthson May 31, and theend isnot insight; is full. He must were sleeping on their jobs, he had no
® All West Asian countries are involved . . choicebut to make an appeal directly tothe
in the war one way or other; re-visit the people. Gold imports must be curbed; aus-
® the price of Brent crude is hovering regulatory terity must be observed; self-restraint must
around USD 107 per barrel; regime; roll be exercised in fuel consumption, cooking
® the rupee is at its lowest level at back the oil and fertilisers; unnecessary imports
Rs95.70toaUS dollar; . must be avoided; and so on. But what the
® theofficialnumberof CPlinflationis ~PYESENLIEZIME  prime minister needed to do was a critical
3.5% and food inflation is 4.3%; domestic =~ which is as analysis of his government’s performance.
LPG cylinder costs Rs 913 and commercial oppressive as The prime minister is the most profli-
cylinderRs 3071-3237; WPI inflation is 8.3%. the bre- gate in fuel consumption: he flies out of
® net foreign investment in April-De- | p . Delhi practically every day (and returns to
cember 2025: FDI — a modest USD 3 billion, liberalisation Delhi) for inaugurations and even swear-
FII/FPI — negative USD 4.3 billion; regime; sternly ing-in of governments. His convoy was the
® private capital investment intentions reinin the longest, he has now curtailed it. His min-
in 2025-26 totaled Rs 6.6 to 6.8 1akh crore; . . L. ister of finance has not once spoken about
® the value of gold imports in2025-26 was mveSt.lgatwe the fragile financial situation today (while
USD 72 billion; and agencices; she rejoices that under UPA one invest-
®afterabolition of MGNREGSthatgave  stabilise the ment bank clubbed India with four coun-
work on average 50 days a year, there is no exchange rate: tries and described India as a fragile econ-
wage employment programme for the poor. ’ omy). She does not acknowledge that the
reduce the tax ‘taper tantrum’ triggered a world-wide fi-
PM absolutely correct rates nancial crisis in 2013-14 or that the UPA

took hard measures (which the BJP

mocked), and the situation was retrieved.
The proof of the pudding are the following
results, particularly the GDP growth rate
(see box): The minister of commerce has
been onaFTA-signingspree. By last count,
hehasconcluded 9 Free Trade Agreements
inthelast Syears. But then came the warn-
ing from the Chief Economic Adviser
(CEA): there is a substantial gap between
what the trade deals promise and what the
regulatory frameworks actually allow.

Todolist

Itisobviousthat the prime minister wants
to compress the CAD, augment the foreign
exchange reserves and stabilise the exchange
rate. He is absolutely correct.

So,backto MrRuchirSharma. The prime
minister’s plate is full. He must re-visit the
regulatory regime (RBI, SEBI, CBDT, CBIT,
Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Corporate
Affairs, among others); roll back the present
regime which is as oppressive and control-
oriented asthe pre-liberalisation regime; and
sternlyreinintheinvestigative agenciesand
do not use them for oblique or political pur-
poses; stabilise the exchange rate; and reduce
thetaxrates. Oncethese things are done, for-
eign capital will come back to India. He can-
not do these with the present ministers
(mostly, market sceptics). He must take the
help of well-meaning and wise persons.

I suggest the prime minister appoint a
market-friendly expert as the leader and
allow the leader to choose the other team
members, and advise on the urgent measures
within 15 days.

NEXT COLUMN: MAY 31,2026

- How 1970s marked a violent turn

for Bengal's electoral politics

I

HISTORY HEADLINE

BY SHYAMLAL YADAV

HE FIRST three general elections

in Independent India (1952, 1957

and 1962) were largely peaceful, in-

cluding in West Bengal. Howevetr,
by the 1967 elections, with the politics of the
country in churn, things began to change.
Political tensions rose, organised violence
became more frequent, and within a few
years, large parts of West Bengal had de-
scended intowhat the Election Commission
later described as a “reign of terror™.

The period between 1967 and 1972
marked a turning point in West Bengal’s
politics. Violence entered electoral politics
in a sustained way and continued for dec-
ades after.

Several political shifts took place before
the 1967 elections. The Congress split in
West Bengal and the Bangla Congress was
formed. The Communist Party, too, splitin
1964 into the CPI and the CPI(M). In the
1967 Assembly elections, the Congress won
127 seats, the Bangla Congress 34, the
CPI(M) 43 and the CPI 16.

Ajoy Mukherjee of Bangla Congress be-
came chief minister. After his government
fell, Prafulla Chandra Ghosh, an indepen-
dent MLA, took over as CM. Frequent de-
fections and unstable coalitions — a trend
visible in other states too — led to repeated
mid-term elections in West Bengal in 1969,
1971 and 1972. The year 1967 also saw the
birth of the Naxalite movement in Naxal-
bari. Together, political instability and rad-
ical violence changed the nature of elec-
tions in the state.

Yet, the first signs were not dramatic.
The 1967 and 1969 Assembly elections were
largely peaceful. The Election Commis-
sion’s 1967 report noted: “It was indeed
gratifying that a large State like West Ben-
gal, where during the pre-election period
tension was evidently acute in many
places, should have been able to manage a

(left) Hemanta Kumar Basu, president of
the All India Forward Bloc, was among
those killed in 1971; in the 1972 elections
that followed, Congress’s S S Ray
became CM.FiLe

smooth and peaceful poll on a single day.”

The situation changed sharply by 1971.
Newspapers at the time carried daily re-
ports of murders and attacks. That year,
West Bengal went to mid-term Assembly
polls alongside the Lok Sabha elections.
The Election Commission fixed the polling
date for the state for March 10, 1971, a few
days after voting in the rest of the country,
so that security forces could be concen-
trated there.

Then, asnow, Opposition parties alleged
that the one-day-poll was intentionally fixed
by the Election Commission to make the
“operation of chemicalised ballot papers” a
success. The EC stucktoits position, record-
ing that the state was passing through an “ab-
normal” phase marked by violence and kill-
ings by groups that did not believe in
elections or the ballot box, including Naxa-
lites. The poll panel later wrote that the state
was in “consternation and extreme panic”.
The Army had tobe deployed in Kolkataand
other parts of the state. Armed police forces
were brought in from Assam, Bihar, Odisha,
Uttar Pradesh and even Punjab.

The situation became so serious that
many polling and presiding officers ap-
proached the Calcutta High Court, saying
they could not be forced to perform election
duty under such conditions.

The Election Commission eventually
held the polls in West Bengal on March 10,
1971.

But polling had to be countermanded
in three Assembly constituencies — Dum
Dum, Ukhra (SC) and Shampukur — after

the murders of candidates.

Hemanta Kumar Basu, president of the
AllIndia Forward Bloc and candidate from
Shampukur, was murdered on February
20,1971. He was among the state’s most re-
spected leaders. The election there was
cancelled and a fresh poll ordered with Ajit
Kumar Biswas nominated as the Forward
Bloc’s candidate. The election was fixed for
June 6. But days ahead of the election, on
May 28, 1971, Biswas, too, was murdered,
forcingthe poll to be countermanded a sec-
ond time.

Then, in Ukhra, Bangla Congress can-
didate Debdatta Mondal was murdered on
February 17, 1971. And in Dum Dum, Con-
gress (O) candidate Pijush Chandra Ghosh
was murdered on March 5,1971.

In all, four contesting candidates were
killed during the election period in 1971 —
something unprecedented inindependent
India at the time.

Even then, violence continued. The
Election Commission warned in its report
that “the application of physical force toin-
fluence the pattern and trend of voting”
had become one of the most dangerous fea-
tures of the election.

Fresh elections could not be completed
after the second Shampukur murder be-
cause the West Bengal Assembly itself was
dissolved on June 25, 1971. The state went
to fresh elections again in 1972.

The 1972 elections showed that the vi-
olence had not ended. The Election Com-
mission recorded disturbances in several
polling stations, especially in areas around
Kolkata. It alsonoted “tension and strained
feelings amongthe various political parties
and their workers and supporters”.

Large-scalerigging was later alleged by
opposition partiesin many constituencies,
though the Election Commission recorded
only a few formal complaints from voters
who said they had been prevented from
voting.

After the 1972 elections, Siddhartha
Shankar Ray became chief minister. His
tenure lasted until 1977, when the Left
Frontled by Jyoti Basu came to power. Ray
remains the last Congress chief minister of
West Bengal.

The writer is Senior Associate Editor,
The Indian Express

Real change
needed, not
tokenism
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FIFTHCOLUMN

BY TAVLEEN SINGH

F THERE is one thing that makes me instantly suspicious,

it is when political leaders make appeals to us citizens in

the name of patriotism. What always comes to mind is that

old warning from the British political thinker Samuel
Johnson. Aslongago as the eighteenth century he noticed that
‘Patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel’. This is why it dis-
turbed me a little when the Prime Minister while making his
appeal for ‘austerity’ urged us citizens of India to start tighten-
ing our belts in the name of patriotism. Or ‘desh bhakti’ as we
like to call it since it evokes love of our beloved Bharat Mata in-
stead of mere patriotism.

We all know that these are hard times not just for India but
for the world. And that it is not the fault of our own dear leader
that his dream for making our country fully ‘developed’ by 2047
could now be seriously endangered. It was in any case an am-
bitious goal considering that nearly half of our citizens survive
onsubsidised grain from the government. And our women are
so very poor that they are inclined these days to vote for any
political party that offers them pocket money of as little as
Rs 1,500 a month.

In the Maharashtra election, I witnessed with my own
eyes how this turned the tide in favour of the incumbent
BJP/Shiv Sena government. So effective are these election
time handouts that there is not a political party now who
does not use this method to win elections. I feel the need to
point out here to our revered political leaders that this kind
of cynical trickery is certainly the opposite of patriotism. The
money for this election time bribery comes out of funds that
it would be far more patriotic to use on: building real assets
like roads, schools, hospitals and improving the appalling
state of urban slums.

The Prime Minister’s appeal for ‘patriotic’ austerity does
not affect me too much. Iwork from home and rarely buy gold.
I will be personally affected by restrictions on foreign travel
as it will make it much harder for me to see my exiled son even
once ayear. The Prime Minister’s appeal to farmers to use less
fertiliser worried me because I am old enough to remember
when foodgrain was shipped to India under something called
PL 480 which was an American charity exercise called ‘Food
for Peace.” More recently, we saw what happened in Sri Lanka
because President Gotabaya Rajapaksa tried to save foreign
exchange by restricting the import of fertiliser. Sri Lanka ran
out of food and Rajapaksa lost his job when people took to the
streets in protest.

What depressed me about the Prime Minister’s austerity
appeal is that it brought back memories of those dismal and
bleak ‘socialist’ secular decades when everything was in short
supply. Foreign travel was impossible because India did not
have enough foreign exchange to allow its citizens to waste it
on having fun in foreign countries. I remember that the first
time I travelled abroad I was allowed barely enough foreign
exchange to pay for a taxi from the airport into the city of Lon-
don. Modi’s appeal sounds like he is warning us all that his
promise of ‘acche din’ is now in temporary abeyance.

The other thing that worries me is that his appeal is in-
evitably going to lead to tokenism on the part of our duplici-
tous political leaders. After the Prime Minister cut the size
of his own cavalcade, there were silly attempts by some to
travel pillion on mopeds and to try to fool us into believing
that for “patriotic’ reasons they were going to sacrifice their
lavish and luxurious lifestyle for something humbler. We all
know how soon they will go back to their old ways. We also
know that those political leaders and bureaucrats whose
children study in foreign universities, and there are far too
many, will surely travel to spend summer holidays with their
privileged progeny.

So hereis asuggestion, dear Prime Minister. Instead of ap-
pealing to us ‘patriotic’ Indians to tighten our belts by forgoing
our tiny comforts, would it not save much, much more money
for you and all BJP chief ministers to cut government spend-
ing on itself? The man who writes the column next door to
this one told me once, when he was Finance Minister, that at
least a quarter of the items on the agenda of the Government
ofIndia could be cut without anyone noticing. At least half of
our government departments could also be cut and the offi-
cials who man them can be employed more productively.

There are other things that government can and must do
in these austere times. The Defence and Railway ministries
have on their hands vast tracts of land that is just sitting idle
and this often gets occupied by squatters and slumlords. Why
can this not be used for commercial purposes and for building
the affordable rental housing that our cities so desperately
need? This time of war and tribulation can be turned into a
time of real change for the way in which India is governed. In-
stead of cutting down on small things, could it not be time for
us to start cutting down on the big things? It will help hugely
to make us ‘viksit’ on target.

Small sacrifices for tough times

PEAKING IN Vadodara recently, the

Prime Minister was gently critical

about people choosing to go abroad

for summer vacations. Emphasising
the need for austerity because of the con-
tinuing crisis in West Asia, PM Modi ap-
pealed for the conservation of foreign ex-
change. “Is there no place in India worth
visiting?” asked the PM. Noting the trend
of destination weddings abroad, he warned
of the disastrous consequences of dipping
forex reserves and said with some romantic
flair, “There is no more sacred place to get
married than Bharat”.

To answer the PM’s question candidly,
thereisalmost no placein India worth visit-
ing. Our hill stations are beset with traffic
congestion, water issues and overflowing
garbage; while the crummiest islands of
Thailand, like Pattaya, are superior to the
fanciest parts of Goa — at a fraction of the
cost. There’s considerably more bang for
your buck in Phuket, Vietnam, Almaty and
Bali, which is why the Indian tourist has

merrily abandoned Bharat for these places.
Only to discover, to one’s amazement, that
the second one steps out of India, systems
work with reliable predictability. Needless
to say, tax-paying citizens have every right
tospend precious time off and hard-earned
cash any way they want, on pristine locales
and exploring new cultures. And indeed, the
attempt to shift responsibility to the 1% ac-
tually hosting marriages abroad ignores the
economics of the weddingindustry — hold-
ingeventsin Sri Lanka, Bangkok and Istan-
bul are cheaper, and arguably more mem-
orable than Delhi, Udaipur and Jaipur.

All things being equal, the make/holi-
day/wed in India thrust is a reasonable ask
at a difficult time — but is it our moral re-
sponsibility to pledge allegiance to the de-
crepit and crumbling Lonavalas’ and Ma-
nalis’ when it’s so evident that our money is
better utilised elsewhere? The PM’s sermon,
directed at the tiny smattering of well-to-do
Indians, suggested we are duty bound to
meet the current momentby redirecting self-
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interest toward the greater good. A harkback
toJFK’sunforgettableline, ask not what your
country can do for you, ask what you cando
for your country. However, our experiences
profoundly shape our civic and moral ambi-
tions. For example, after the agonising
bloodshed of the last three years, teenagers
inIsrael are challenging forced conscription,
saying they don’t want to be complicitin a
genocide. Can that be called unpatriotic?
Human beings develop ideas about jus-
tice by the application of abstract principles
absorbed over decades, combined with the
rules we follow in our daily lives. A sense of
duty makes us stop at red lights, or cast
votes, for that matter. Ethics, broadly, are
about how we choose to live but also, how
we treat one other. In that vein, there’s an
expectation that society’s rulers will act in
ways to provide the best outcome for every-
one. The Indian government was mysteri-
ously silent about the impending chaos
when they were consumed by winning
elections, addressing the fallout of the Iran

war only after their selfish objectives were
met. But do the wily manoeuverings of the
political class absolve ordinary citizens
from their patriotic duty, of cuttingback on
frills during wartime, to produce more
benefit than harm?If one subscribestothe
postmodern perspective that there can
never be any one fully correct answer to any
moral dilemma, it’s slightly easier to distin-
guish between alleged rights or wrongs.
Should someone who’s booked non re-
fundable tickets to London and paid in ad-
vance for accommodation cancel their trip
and philosophically absorb the loss? I think
not. Butif one was at a planning stage foran
exotic vacation, a postponement may be
considered. Asindividualsreactingtoworld
events, it’s easy to think our decisions have
nointrinsic value. To pare down the issue to
its most basic, an act is correct if it will pro-
duce a greater balance of positivity over
negativity than the available alternatives.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films
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Trump says Xi
agrees Iran must
open the Strait

War shouldn’t
have started, says
Chinese President

Trevor Hunnicutt

& Jana Choukeir
Aboard Air Force One,
Dubai, May 16

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
said Chinese President Xi Jinp-
inghad agreed Tehran must re-
open the Strait of Hormuz,
though China gave no indica-
tion it would weigh in.

Flying back from Beijing on
Friday after two days of talks
with Xi, Trump said he was
considering whether to lift US
sanctions on Chinese oil com-
panies buying Iranian oil.
China is the biggest buyer of
Iranian oil.

“I'm not asking for any fa-
vors because when you ask for
favors, you have to do favors in
return,” Trump said when
asked by areporter on Air Force
One whether Xi had made a
firm commitment to put press-
ure on the Iranians to reopen
the vital strait.

Xi did not comment on his
discussions with Trump about
Iran, although China's foreign
ministry criticised the war, cal-
ling it a conflict “which should
never have happened, has no
reason to continue”.

Iran has effectively shut the
strait, which carried one-fifth of
global oil and liquefied natural
gassupply before the US and Is-
raellaunched attacks on Febru-
ary 28. The disruption to ship-

ping has caused the biggest oil
supply crisisin history, sending
oil prices skyrocketing.

Ebrahim Azizi, who heads
the Iranian parliament's na-
tional security committee, said
on Saturday that Tehran had
prepared amechanism toman-
age traffic through the strait
along a designated route that
would be unveiled soon.

Azizi said only commercial
vessels and parties cooperating
with Iran would benefit, and
that fees would be collected for
specialised services provided
under the mechanism.

Thousands of Iranians were
killed in the US and Israeli air-
strikes. Thousands more have
beenKkilled in Lebanon in fight-
ingbetween Israel and the Iran-
backed group Hezbollah,
though Israel and Lebanon
agreed on Friday to a45-day ex-
tension of a ceasefire that has
tamped down the conflict there.

The US paused its attacks
last month but began a port
blockade. Tehran, which carried
out strikes against Israel, U.S.
bases and Gulf states after the
war began, hassaid it will notun-
blockthe strait untilthe USends
its blockade. Trump has
threatened to resume attacks if
Iran does not agree to adeal.

“Wedon’twantthemtohave
a nuclear weapon, we want the
straits open,” Trump said in
Beijing, alongside Xi.

Iran, which haslong denied
that it intends to build a nu-
clear weapon, has refused to
end nuclear research or relin-
quish its hidden stockpile of
enriched uranium, to Trump’s
frustration. REUTERS

Days after Trump’s
visit, Putinis set to
meet Xiin China

Associated Press
Moscow, May 16

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladi-
mir Putin will meet with Chinese
leader Xi Jinping on a two-day
trip to Beijing next week, the
Kremlin said Saturday.

The announcement comes
less than 24 hours after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump finished his
ownstatevisittoChina, wherehe
also met Xi to discuss trade and
theUS and Israel’swar in Iran.

In a statement, the Kremlin
said that Putin’s trip, planned for
May 19-20, had been scheduled
to coincide with the 25th anni-
versary of the 2001 Sino-Russian
Treaty of Friendship.

It said that the two leaders
would discussbilateral relations
aswell as “keyinternationaland
regional issues” and economic
cooperation.

Relations between China
and Russiahave deepenedinre-
centyears, particularly sincethe
start of Russia’s full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine in early 2022
left Moscow shunned on the glo-
bal stage and heavily reliant on
Beijing for trade due to Western
sanctions.

When Putin visited Chinain
September 2025, Xi welcomed
his counterpart as an “old
friend.” Putin also addressed Xi
as “dear friend.”

The Russian leader is also

Russian President Vladimir
Putin will visit China next week

scheduled to visit China for the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooper-
ation summit in the city of
Shenzhen in Novembetr.

Ukraine repatriated the
bodies of fallen soldiers Saturday
following an earlier exchange
with  Moscow involving
prisoners of war.

Russia returned 528 bodies
that “according to the Russian
side, may belong to Ukrainian
servicemen,” Ukraine’s Coordi-
nation Headquarters for the
Treatment of Prisoners of War
said in a statement.

Experts will now “take all
necessary measures aimed at
identifying the deceased who
have been repatriated,” it said.

It comes after Russia and
Ukraine swapped 205 prisoners
of war on Friday.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said it was the
first phase of a planned swap of
1,000 POWs from each side.

NIGERIAN PRESIDENT SAYS EARLY ASSESSMENTS CONFIRM ELIMINATION

ISIS deputy chief killed by

US, Nigerian forces: Trump

Reuters
Washington, May 16

ABU-BILAL AL-MINUKI, the
second incommand of ISIS glo-
bally, has been killed in an op-
eration conducted by US and
Nigerian forcesin the northeast
of the African country, US
President Donald Trump and
his counterpart in Nigeria, Bola
Ahmed Tinubu, said.

Trump announced the strike
inaTruth Social postlate on Fri-
dayinthe United States, with Ti-
nubu on Saturday describing it
as a “significant example of ef-
fective collaboration in the fight
against terrorism”.

“Tonight, at my direction,
brave American forces and the
Armed Forces of Nigeria flaw-
lessly executed a meticulously
planned and very complex
mission to eliminate the most
active terroristin the world from
the battlefield. Abu-Bilal al-Mi-
nuki... thought he could hide in
Africa, butlittle did he know we
had sources who kept us in-
formed on what he was doing,”
Trump said on Truth Social.

In a statement posted on X,
Tinubu said early assessments
confirmed the elimination of
al-Minuki — also known as
Abu-Mainok — alongwith sev-
eral of hislieutenants, duringa
strike on his compound in the

42 students missing after Nigeria
school attack, says lawmaker

Maiduguri: Atleast 42 Nigerian
school children were missing
on Saturday a day after sus-
pected Islamist militants at-
tacked a school in the insur-
gency-hit northeastern Borno
state, asenator forthe area said.
Residents said on Friday
that armed men abducted an
unknown number of students
from Mussa Primary and Jun-
ior Secondary School in Askira-
Uba Local Government Area
while classes were in session.
Ali Ndume, senator for
Borno South district, where the
schoolislocated, said in a state-

ment thatschool authoritiesin-
formed him that 32 students
were abducted from the school
while another 10 were seized
from their homes close to the
school. Nigeria's police and mili-
tary did not immediately re-
spond toarequest forcomment.

Borno — an area the size of
Ireland that borders Cameroon,
Chad and Niger — remains the
epicentre of an insurgency by
the Boko Haram Islamist mili-
tant group that haslasted more
than 15 years. No group has
claimed responsibility for Fri-
day's attack. REUTERS

Lake Chad Basin. The Nigerian
Army, also on X, said the strike
was carried out in Metele in
Borno State, where troops car-
ried out a precision air-land op-
eration in close coordination
with US Africa Command (AF-
RICOM). Borno hasendured an
insurgency waged by Boko
Haram and its splinter group Is-
lamic State West Africa Prov-
ince for 17 years that has killed
thousandsand displaced 2 mil-
lion people. The latest oper-
ation, carried out under Nige-

ria's ongoing counter-insur-
gency initiative, commenced at
approximately 12:01 a.m and
concluded around 4 a.m. on
Saturday and was executed
with no casualties or loss of as-
sets, the army added.
Al-Minuki, a Nigerian na-
tional, was designated a
“specially designated global
terrorist” by the Biden admin-
istration in 2023, according to
the US Federal Register. TheUS
carried out strikes targeting Is-
lamic State-linked militants in

Canadadeepensits defence ties
with Nordics after Trump threats

Maria Cheng
Cambridge Bay, May 16

SINCE US President Donald
Trump’s barrage of threats to
seize Greenland, authorities on
the frozen island have been
seeking help from a northern
ally: Canada.

A reserve unit of the Cana-
dian armed forces called the
Rangers has long maintained a
year-round presence in mostly
inaccessible Arctic commu-
nities. For three years, author-
itiesin Greenland and Denmark
have consulted with Canadian
officials on how to set up their
own version of the Rangers —
conversations that grew more
urgent with Trump’sthreatsand
growing fears of Russian hostil-
ity in the Arctic.

“The rhetoric coming out of
the White House hassped up ef-
fortstorebufftheideathat Arctic
communities need the US to
come in and save them,” said
Whitney Lackenbauer, an hon-
orary lieutenant-colonel Cana-
dian Ranger involved in the
talks, who spoke with Reuters

A member of the 41 Canadian Brigade Group, in Yellowknife,
Northwest Territories, Canada. REUTERS

duringarecent 5,000-kilometre
Arctic snowmobile trek by the
Rangers. “The Nordic countries
and Canada, we're increasingly
realizing we can come together
inmilitary and diplomatic ways
to send a message that carries
moral weight.”

As Canada attempts to pivot
away from relying on the U.S. to
protect its vast Arctic, PM Mark
Carneyisstrengtheningtiesand
exchanging security tips with
the Nordic countries, which he
describesastrusted partners. Ca-

nada'sincreased defence collab-
oration with the Nordics is part
of Carney's effort to strengthen
alliances between what he calls
“middle powers” in a world
where the United States is con-
sidered aless reliable partner.
The White House said
Trump’s leadership has
prompted allies “to recognize
the need to meaningfully con-
tribute to their own defence”
and thatthe Arcticisacritical re-
gion for US national security and
the economy. REUTERS

North America’s largest rail system
shuts down as workers go on strike

Philip Marcelo
New York, May 16

NORTH AMERICA’S largest
commuter rail system was shut
down Saturday after unionized
workers in the New York City
area went on strike.

The Long Island Rail Road
that serves the city’s eastern
suburbs ceased operations
early Saturday morning after
five unions representing about

half its workforce walked off
thejob.

The two sides have been ne-
gotiating for months on a new
contract, and President Donald
Trump’s administration had
even interceded to try and
broker a deal. But the unions
were legally allowed to strike
starting at 12:01 a.m. Saturday.

Kevin Sexton of the Na-
tional Vice President of the
Brotherhood of Locomotive

Engineers and Trainmen said
nonew negotiations have been
scheduled. “We’re far apart at
this point,” Sexton said early
Saturday. “We are truly sorry
that we are in this situation.”
Janno Lieber, the MTA
chairman, said the agency
“gave the union everything
they said they wanted in terms
of pay” and that to him it was
apparent the unions alwaysin-
tended to walk out. AP
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Tonight, at my

direction,
brave American
forces and the Armed
Forces of Nigeria
flawlessly executed
ameticulously
planned and very
complex mission to
eliminate the most
active terroristin the
world from the
battlefield...”

DONALD TRUMP
U.S. PRESIDENT

Nigeriain December. Since then,
Washington has deployed
drones and 200 troops to pro-
vide training and intelligence
support tothe Nigerian military
against Islamic State and al
Qaeda-linked insurgencies that
arespreadingacross West Africa.

Israel saysithas
killed leader of

Hamas’ military
winginair strike

Associated Press
Tel Aviv May 16

AN ISRAELI airstrike in Gaza
killed the leader of Hamas’
military wing, one of the last
surviving architects of the Oc-
tober, 7, 2023, attacks that trig-
gered the war in Gaza, the Is-
raeli military said Saturday.

Izz al-Din al-Haddad was
killed on Friday, Israel’s army
said, describing him aswas one
of the last senior commanders
in Hamas’ military who had di-
rected the planning and execu-
tion of the October 7 attacks.

Israel’s retaliatory strikes
have devastated the Palesti-
nian enclave and killed more
than 72,700 people, according
to the Gaza Health Ministry.

The ministry is part
of Gaza’s Hamas-run govern-
ment, but staffed by medical
professionals who maintain
and publish detailed records,
viewed as generally
reliable by the international
community.

* BRIEFLY

John Travolta with his Honorary Palm d’Or at Cannes. REUTERS

FRANCE

John Travolta surprised with
honorary Palme d’Or at Cannes

JOHN TRAVOLTA was surprised with an honorary Palme
d’Or at the Cannes Film Festival premiere of his directorial
debut Friday. Thierry Fremaux, the festival’s artistic direc-
tor, brought out the award for Travolta just before the
screening of his Propeller One-Way Night Coach. A visibly
moved Travolta clutched his chest while Fremaux
presented the trophy. “You said this would be a special
night, butIdidn’t know it would mean this,” Travolta said to
Frémaux. “Thisisbeyond the Oscar!” exclaimed Travolta.
Clad in a white beret, Travolta walked the Cannes red carpet
with his 26-year-old daughter Ella Bleu Travolta. The actor
wrote, directed and co-produced “Propeller One-Way Night

Coach,” based on his own 1997 children’s novel. AP
FRANCE THAILAND

Judge opens Cargo train hits
inquiry into public bus, at
Khashoggicase least8Kkilled
AFRENCH judge hasbeen A TRAIN crashed into a pub-
appointedtolead an licbus on Saturday in Thai-
inquiry over the killing of land's capital, Bangkok, kill-
journalist Jamal ingatleast eight people. Thai

Khashoggi, the country's
national anti-terrorism
prosecutor's office (PNAT)
said on Saturday, aftera
court ruled the case admiss-
ible. The probe follows a
May 11 ruling by the Paris
Court of Appeal that
deemed complaints filed by
human rights groups TRIAL
International and Repor-
ters Without Borders admi-
ssible, PNAT said. REUTERS

newsreported the crash hap-
penedinthelate afternoon
near anairportrailway sta-
tioninthecentral area. The
city'semergency services,
Erawan Medical Centre, said
atleasteight people were
killed and more than 20
otherswere injured. Footage
showed aline of vehicles had
stopped at arailway crossing
when a cargo trainstruckan
orangebus. AP

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

PAKISTAN

Unidentified
assailants kill 2
security officials

UNIDENTIFIED GUNMEN
killed two security person-
nelin northwest Pakistan
on Saturday, police said.
Theincident occurredin
the Tank district of restive
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, accordingto the
police. The attackers
opened fire at the security
personnel of the Federal
Constabulary (FC) who
were off duty. The attackers
managed to flee from the
scene, police added. PTI

SRILANKA

50% surcharge
imposed on
carimports

THE SRI Lankan
government hasimposed a
50% surcharge on vehicle
imports —excluding mo-
torbikes and three-
wheelers. President Anura
KumaraDissanayakeina
notification on Saturday
said, “By this orderlevyon
imported goods specified in
the schedule here to a sur-
charge at the rate of 50 per
centon applicable customs
duty effect from May 16 for a
period of three months”. PTI

Spain’s Eurovision boycott over Israeli
participation leaves contest fans torn

Associated Press
Madrid, May 16

NOSPECIAL menu, nothemed
decorations and no shared sus-
pense over which musician’s
flamboyant  performance
proves victorious.

For the first time in seven
years, Silvia Diaz won’t get to-
getherwith friends towatch the
Eurovision Song Contest finals
on Saturday night.

Their host called off their
annual gathering after Spain’s
public broadcaster withdrew
from the festival, protesting Is-
rael’s participation over its war
against Hamas in Gaza. Diaz
will watch on YouTube, but
only if she has no other plans.

“It’s not the same watching
it alone at home as it is with
friends. That’s the only thing
that upsets me.” The five-day
song competition drew 166 mil-

lion viewers last year — con-
siderably more than Super Bowl
viewership in the US Spain
hasn’twon since 1969; neverthe-
less, after months of television,
radio and newspaper play for
Spain’s song, friends and
families usually watch the final
athome and bars, and their con-
testant’s performance domi-
nates the day-after headlines.

Spain announced its boy-
cott in December.

e THE DIRECTOR’S DEEPLY OBSERVANT STYLE SUITS THE CENTRAL THRUST OF THE FILM, WHICH IS MAINLY SET IN A HOME FOR THE ELDERLY

Nothing sudden about Hamaguchi’s Ieisurely unfolding drama — All of a sudden

EXPRESS AT
CANNES

SHUBHRA GUPTA

TOSAY that Ryusuke Hamagu-
chi’s All Of A Sudden (Cannes
competition) is along film — it
weighsin atasolid 3.15 hours —
is stating the obvious. The Ja-
panese auteur doesn’t do
sudden —thetitleisanicelittle
touch of unintentional irony; a
leisurely unfolding of events is
much more histhing. Infact, he
doesn’t do events either; cap-
turing moments like no one’s

looking is more like it.

Here, his deeply observant
style suits the central thrust of
the film, which is mainly set in
a home for the elderly, where
the big themes accompanying
end-of-life scenarios are a natu-
ral outcome.

Marie-Lou (Virginie Efira) is
an empathetic doctor who runs
this Paris establishment, less as
ahospicethanahome, for those
who have diminished use of
their faculties, or have fallen in
the grip of dementia. She’s just
been promoted as director and
is pushing for an attitude which
is more people-centric rather
than patient-centric, which
would add more dignity and
agency indealing with patients.

It is not something main-
stream cinema handles well,
which tends towards sacchar-
ine and wailing violins. And
here, while an outcome of a
workshop run by theatre direc-
tor Mari (Tao Okamoto), which
encourages both the caregivers
and the elderly group into a
too-quick acceptance of what
would be considered an airy-
fairy approach towards touch-
and-healing, it doesn’t take
away from the focus that the
film lays on its conviction that
everyone hastherighttolead a
full life, which then leads to a
happy death, if such a thing
were possible.

The fact that Marie is herself
a terminal cancer patient —

—
=

A still from All of a Sudden. cANNES FILM FESTIVAL

she’sat the fourth stage and has
tried everything she could, but
now is readying for all-too
sudden decline — lends the

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

deepening connection be-
tween the two women, a pathos
which is instantly moving. A
night of getting to know each

other through conversation —
those who have had the fortune
to experience this know just
how magical it can be — be-
comes a shimmery, incande-
scent set, with the lights glint-
ingon the Seine, and fallingon
their faces, asthey get more and
more immersed in each other.
It isn’t as if the establish-
ment and its long-time em-
ployees get swept up by theide-
alism that holds Marie-Lou in
its sway. Senior nurse Sophie (
Marie Bunel) is adamant that
these new-fangled ideals will
lead them nowhere: what if, in
their zeal to ‘allow’ patients to
walk at will, leads to falls? Who
will be responsible? She does
thaw in the end, but there’s no-

thing sudden there, that word
again, about herlookingat a dif-
ferent approach asa possibility.

All this intense unvarying
focus impending deaths and
dying could turn dreary in the
hands of a lesser director. But
Hamaguchi knows exactly how
much toshow, and what to hold
back-evenifalongsequencein
which Mari uses awhiteboard to
give alesson on theevils of capi-
talism to a bemused Marie-Lou
makes you want to tell them
bothtohurryitup. Theearlyin-
troduction of a Japanese actor
and his autistic grandson
(beautifully played by Kodal Ku-
rosaki) gives the film yet another
chance to tell us how the pro-
foundly disabled can show us

the way, without it becoming a
‘teachable’ moment.

The film’s brief detour from
Paris to a rural Japanese out-
post where Mari has come fora
final perch is moving without
being cloying, and back in
Paris, the women find them-
selves closer than before. That
there are no sexual overtonesin
their relationship is clear: fi-
nally, what stays with us is the
emotion that wellsup when the
two women are in the frame,
their affection for each other
lighting up the screen: both
Efira and Okamoto are abso-
lutely wonderful. Aswell asthe
conviction that a bit of warmth
is what makes the difference
between living and dying.
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NO CURBONITSIMPORT FORPROCESSING, VALUE-ADDED EXPORTS AS JEWELLERY

After duty hike, govt curbs

silver i Imports to aid

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, May 16

THE GOVERNMENT on Satur-
day put silver imports for do-
mestic consumption under the
restricted category, requiring
prior government approval.

This follows a series of steps
taken over the last few days to
discourage precious metal im-
ports, which strain the current
account and increase forex out-
flow due to high global prices.

On Wednesday, the govern-
ment raised the customs duty
onimports of gold and silver to
15% from 6%, and on platinum
t015.4% from 6.4% to moderate
these non-essential imports
amidst the West Asia crisis.

A day later, it put a quanti-
tative limit of 100 kg on the im-
port of the yellow metal under
a key export scheme to curb
misuse of the duty-free import
facility for value-added exports.

AsperaDirectorate General
of Foreign Trade (DGFT) notifi-
cation, imports of bars contain-
ingsilver up to 99% would now
beintherestricted categoryifit
is meant for domestic con-
sumption.

However, silver imported
for processing and value-added
exports asjewellery would con-
tinue to be unrestricted.

Imports by 100% export-
oriented units and units lo-
cated in Special Economic

Silver imports increased by 157% to $411 million in April. ReuTers

Zones (SEZs) shall also not be
subject to any restrictions pro-
vided the imported goods are
not sold in the domestic tariff
area. Risingimports of gold and
silver amidst their rising prices
in the past one year have been
a cause of concern. With the
onset of war in West Asia from
February 28, the government
has taken steps over the past
week to curb imports and con-
serve foreign exchange in an
uncertain global atmosphere.
In 2025-26, silver imports in-
creased by 150% to $12.05 bil-
lion. In volume terms, howevet,
the increase was only 42%,
reaching 7,334 tonnes. Interna-
tional prices of the metal rose

74% in the year.

Similarly, gold imports in-
creased 24% to $71.98 billion in
the last financial year. This oc-
curred despite a 4.7% drop in
gold import volume to 721
tonnes, as international gold
pricesincreased by 30% during
the year.

The demand for these
metals remained robustevenin
April with gold imports increas-
ing 81.7% on year to $5.6 billion
while silver imports increased
157% to $411 million.

Asalarge importer of crude
oil, India remains vulnerable to
elevated energy prices and
supply-side disruptions, which
can increase the import bill,

rupee

exert pressure on inflation, and
the current account deficit, of-
ficials said at the time of the
duty hike on gold and silver last
week. “In such circumstances,
prudent management of the
country’s external sector be-
comes essential,” an official
had said. Officials said precious
metals, while culturally and fi-
nancially significant, are “pre-
dominantly consumption and
investment driven” in nature
and that such imports involve
“substantial outflow of foreign
exchange”.

A depreciating rupee is ad-
dingtothe country’simportbill
burden. India’s foreign ex-
change resources, therefore,
must be prioritised towards es-
sential imports such as crudeoil,
fertilisers, industrial raw ma-
terials, defence requirements,
critical technologies, and capital
goods, the official had said. Over
thelast fewyears, Indiahasseen
significant foreign exchange
outflows on account of higher
imports of precious metals and
spending on overseas travel
under the Liberalised Remit-
tance Scheme (LRS).

The pressure on India’s ex-
ternal sector hasbeen feltamid
the ongoing West Asia war, with
forex reserves plummeting by
$32billion in 10 weeks since the
onset of the conflict, and crude
oil prices continuing to hover
above $100 a barrel. WITHFE

Intra-BRICS trade
accounts for just
5% of global
trade: Commsecy

New Delhi: The intra-BRICS
trade has increased multiple
times over the last few years but
it accounts for only around 5%
of the global trade, reflecting
huge untapped potential for
deeper integration and stronger
value-chain linkages, Com-
merce Secretary Rajesh Agra-
wal has said.

BRICSisagroupingofilde-
veloping countries — Brazil,
China, Egypt, Ethiopia, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa and the
United Arab Emirates.

It acts as a platform for con-
sultation and cooperation on
contemporary issues having
global as well as regional sig-
nificance, and issues of global
political and economic govern-
ance. India has assumed the
BRICS Chairship for the fourth
time, after 2012, 2016 and 2021.
Addressing the 2nd Meeting of
the BRICS Contact Group on
Trade and Economic Issues,
held in Gandhinagar, Gujarat,
on May 14-15, Agrawal said
intra-BRICS merchandise trade
has risen 13-fold, from $84 bil-
lion in 2003 to $1.17 trillion in
2024. However, he said, this
“trade still accounts for only
around 5% of global trade, indi-
catingsignificant untapped po-
tential for deeper trade integra-
tion, stronger value-chain
linkages”. Issues such as pro-
moting more balanced trade,
and opening new opportunities
in the services sector were also
discussed. PTI

Sovereign Gold Bonds missed amid
PM’s austerity appeal, import duty hike

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, May 16

THE RAPID fall of the rupee
has forced policymakers to
come up with some quick sol-
utions, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi calling for a cer-
tain type of austerity that re-
duces the need to expend for-
eign currency for imports.

Then, the import duty on
gold, silver, and platinum was
hiked — economists don’t ex-
pect this to move to meaning-
fully bring down the gold im-
port bill.

“Historically, the effective-
ness of gold import duty hikes
in controllingimports hasbeen
mixed,” Nomura economists
Sonal Varma and Aurodeep
Nandi said.

“When Indiaraised dutiesto
10% in 2013, gold imports did
decline initially, but gold smug-
gling increased to meet sup-
pressed demand. More re-
cently, the reduction of the duty
to 6% was intended to curb
smuggling and formalise the
market.”

One possible solution the
government may not imple-
ment is something it has pre-
viously deployed: Sovereign
Gold Bonds (SGBs).

Launched in late 2015, the
scheme was discontinued in
early 2024 despite being an
amazinginvestment opportun-
ity for the public, who bought
bonds equivalent to 147 tonnes
of gold and worth Rs 72,275
crore. Thesebonds are now giv-
ing eye-watering returns to
their holders of more than

¢ Goldinvestment maniafuels IndianETFs
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200% of their life of eight years,
and that is without taking into
account the 2.5% interest and
zerolong-term capital gains tax
on redemption.

So why was the scheme dis-
continued despite the obvious
benefits for the public? Because
the government felt it was hav-
ingto pay too much.

Cost of saving forex

The logic of SGBs was
sound: meet the investment de-
mand for gold without impor-
ting the metal. All the govern-
ment had to do was set aside
money for interest payments
and the market value of the
bonds maturingin ayear. How-
ever, the rationale for discon-
tinuing the scheme had adiffer-
ent consideration: the cost of
borrowing.

Any bond the government
issues to an investor— be it
banks, foreign investors, or in-
dividuals —is considered abor-
rowing. “The recent global geo-
political unrest has impacted

gold prices significantly, in-
creasing the cost of borrowing
through SGBs,” the finance
ministry told the Parliament in
awrittenresponse toaquestion
in July 2025.

“Thegovernment’sendeav-
our is to minimise the cost of
borrowings and hence it is im-
perative for a prudent debt
management strategy to care-
fully consider the above factor
while deciding on offering new
tranches of Sovereign Gold
Bonds.” But the SGBs were
never intended tobe away to fi-
nance the government’s fiscal
deficit.

Demand in SGBs only
picked up pace after Covid
struck, with roughly Rs 63,000
crore of these bonds being pur-
chased from FY21to FY24.

Over these four years, the
central government borrowed
Rs 40 lakh crore on a net basis
to help meet its annual fiscal
deficits. Yes, the scheme was ex-
pensive — the total annual in-
terest outgo and redemption

liability of SGBs issued from
2015 to 2024-25 was nearly Rs
18,000 crore. Butitwashardlya
make-or-break one for a gov-
ernment which is going to
spend Rs 14 lakh crore in FY27
as interest on past debt.

If stopping the scheme was
not enough, the FY27 Union
Budget went one step further
and said only those SGBs
bought by someone and held
till they matured eight years
later were exempt from capital
gains tax. This meant any gold
bonds purchased in the second-
ary market — they are also
traded on exchanges —will face
capital gains tax at the time of
maturity.

Risinginvestment
demand

What the SGBs did was ease
thestrain ontheimportbilland
reduce spending of foreign cur-
rency reserves of the country.

Indians’ demand for gold is
a structural weakness of the
economy. While our inherent

affection for it offers an easy di-
versification of savings, the lack
of domestic supply means al-
most the entire demand has to
be met via imports, which ad-
versely hits the trade balance.

And we import a lot of gold.
It was $72 billion in FY26, up
24% from FY25, or more than
700tonnes. More than 9% ofall
our imports in FY26 was gold,
with another 1.6% being silver.

In the absence of SGBs, In-
dians have gone the Exchange
Trade Fund (ETF) route over
the last year in a manner never
seen before.

But gold ETFs — essentially
mutual fundsthatinvestingold
— require investments to be
backed by gold holdings. In Ja-
nuary 2026, for the first time
ever, Indians invested more in
gold ETFs than equity mutual
funds: Rs24,040 crore versusRs
24,029 crore.

Thisrequired these fundsto
import arecord 15.52 tn of gold.
ETFspurchasesthat month ac-
counted for 22% of all gold im-
ports (Rs1.11akh crore)in Janu-
ary. For silver ETFs, the figure
waseven larger: 52%. According
tothe World Gold Council, there
has been a “structural shift” in
India’s gold demand, with in-
vestment demand making up
nearly 70% of the total demand
in January-March 2026, while
the share of jewellery fell to
around 30% - the lowest in at
least 25 years.

Unless this investment de-
mand for gold is met, imports —
through ETFs and other routes
—will continue and the rupee
will keep weakening.

WEST ASIA WAR

Singapore pips UAE
as India’s second largest
export destination

Exportsto
Singapore surged
by 180% in April
to $3.2 billion

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, May 16

INDIA’S TRADE flows have
begun shifting amid the pro-
longed closure of the Strait of
Hormuz since March, as
traders have begun finding al-
ternate routes to export goods
amid disruption in trade with
countries in the West Asia re-
gion, an analysis of data shared
by the Commerce and Industry
Ministry showed.

The most notable shift in
trade routes was seen in the two
transshipment hubs that India
has free trade agreements
(FTA) with - UAE and Singa-
pore. Replacing UAE, Singa-
porebecameIndia’s second lar-
gest export market in April,
registering a five-fold jump
compared to February.

The Strait of Hormuz was
closed on March 2. While ex-
ports to Singapore surged by
180% in April to $3.20 billion
compared to $1.14 billion a year
ago, exports to UAE slipped by
36% to $2.18 billion last month
compared to $343billion ayear
ago. Exports from Singapore
have been rising month-on-
month too since February amid
the disruption in trade with
UAE.

On the import side too, the
West Asia war has led to new
import partners. Energy ex-
porterssuch asOman, Peruand
Nigeria broke into India’s top
20 import sources. Shipment
from Oman alone more than
tripled to $1.48 billion in April
compared to $429.58 million.

These changes come as tra-
ditional sources of energy are
facing restrictions. Imports
from Qatar in March slipped by

Samsung Elec &
labour unionto
resume pay talks
onMonday

Seoul: Samsung Electronics
and its South Korean labour
union will resume pay talks on
Monday with a government
mediator, the union said, in a
move that could ease concerns
over a potentially disruptive
strike at the tech giant.

The union said in a state-
ment on Saturday that Sam-
sung Electronics had replaced
the company’s representative
for the negotiations, while the
two sides would have a separ-
ate meeting later on Saturday.

The union did not elab-
orate on Saturday’s agenda.
Samsung Electronics declined
tocomment on either meeting
when contacted.

The announcement came
shortly after Samsung Elec-
tronics Chairman Jay Y. Lee
apologised to customers and
the public over the labour dis-
pute in his first public com-
ments on the issue. REUTERS
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On the import side too, the war has led to new import partners.
Energy exporters such as Oman, Peru and Nigeria broke into India’s
top 20 import sources. REUTERS

47% to $537.34 million com-
pared to $1.03 billion during
March last year. However, im-
ports from Saudi Arabia re-
covered sharply in April to
$3.85billion compared to $2.06
billion in March.

The war in West Asiahasled
toasharpjumpinglobal energy
prices, with the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz and damage
to Gulf nations' energy infra-
structure adversely impacting
supplies. For India, in addition
to awidening of the import bill
and a cloudy outlook for ex-
ports, the conflict has directly
impacted the rupee, which has
fallen to multiple record lows
against the US dollar onits way
to tumbling 5.2% since the end
of February.

Toward off further pressure
on the currency, the govern-
ment has been taking austerity
measures to ease the strain on
the use of foreign currency and
reduce fuel consumption. In
additiontoahikein theimport
duty on precious metals, oil
marketing companies on Fri-
day increased the pump price
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of petrol and diesel for the first
time in four years.

The Strait of Hormuz, the
narrow waterway between Iran
and Oman, is a critical mari-
time choke point that ac-
counted for about a fifth of glo-
bal oil flows before the West
Asiawar began on February 28.
Since then, vessel movements
through the strait have been ef-
fectively halted, leading to an
unprecedented global energy
supply crisis.

According to the latest as-
sessment by the US Energy In-
formation Administration
(EIA), West Asian oil producers
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the
UAE, Qatar, and Bahrain collec-
tively shut in 10.5 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) of crude oil
productionin April, up from8.9
million bpd in March.

The EIA has also revised up-
wards — by 19%— the esti-
mated West Asia oil production
shut-in for March from its ear-
lier estimate of 7.5 million bpd.
The estimated shut-in in April
is alittle over 10% of the global
liquid fuels consumption.

Tata, ASML join
hands for chip
manufacturing
in India

New Delhi: Electronics
manufacturing company
Tata Electronics and Dutch
semiconductor equipment
major ASML havejoined
hands to enable chip manu-
facturinginIndia, ajoint
statement said on Saturday.
The pact was announced
during Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s visit to the Ne-
therlands. ASML is known
for having monopolyina
category oflithography
equipment which is critical
for production of advance
small size semiconductors.
Through this partnership,
ASML will enable the estab-
lishment and successful
ramp of Tata Electronics’
upcoming 300 mm (12 inch)
semiconductor Fab in Dhol-
era, Gujarat. PTI

Vodafone Idea
posts surprise
Q4 profit

New Delhi:Indiantelecoms
operator Vodafone Ideare-
ported an unexpected
fourth-quarter net profiton
Saturday afterreceivinga
430 crore rupees ($500 mil-
lion) investment from Adi-
tyaBirla Group. The
company posted
consolidated profit after
tax 0f 519.76 billion rupees
($5.42billion) in the three
months to March 31.
Analysts had expected a
loss. Earlier this year, the In-
dian government capped
Vodafone Idea’s adjusted
gross revenue dues at $13.79
million annually for the next
sixyears, easing near-term
cash flow pressure for the
firm. VodafoneIdeahasin-
vested heavilyinits4G and
5G networks inrecent years
toimprove service quality
and curbasteadydeclinein
itssubscriber base. REUTERS

e OPENAI BELIEVES IT DID NOT RECEIVE THE COMMERCIAL & STRATEGIC BENEFITS IT HAD EXPECTED FROM THE DEAL

Why OpenAl plans to suc Apple over strained ties on ChatGPT integration

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, May 16

OPENALI IS preparing legal ac-
tion against Apple over what it
seesasabreakdown in theirtwo-
year-old artificial intelligence
(AlI) partnership, Bloomberg re-
ported. The Microsoft-backed Al
firm reportedly believes it did
not receive the commercial and
strategic benefitsit had expected
from the deal that brought
ChatGPT integration to Apple
devices.

The partnership, unveiledin
2024 as part of the company’s
“Apple Intelligence” push,
allowed Siri to route some user
queriestoChatGPT and enabled
iPhone users to sign up for
ChatGPT subscriptions directly
through Apple’s ecosystem.

OpenAl had expected the ar-
rangement tosignificantly boost
subscriptions, visibility and
deeper integration of its Al
models across Apple’s apps and
services. However, Bloomberg
and Reuters reported that
OpenAlnow feels Apple hasnot
expanded the collaboration
meaningfully enough.

OpenATI'slawyersare already
working with an external law
firm to examine possible legal
options, includingissuing Apple
a formal breach-of-contract no-
tice, according to reports. The
company is still seeking a negoti-
ated solution and may not im-
mediately file a full lawsuit. The
tensions have also been aggra-
vated by Apple’sbroader Al strat-
egy. Earlier this year, the com-
pany announced amultiyear Al

The deal allowed Siri to route some user queries to ChatGPT and
enabled iPhone users to sign up for ChatGPT subscriptions directly
through Apple’s ecosystem. REUTERS

partnership with Google, which
would see Gemini technology
power the next generation of Siri
on devices like the iPhone.

The dispute comes at a sen-

sitive moment for both firms.
Apple has faced criticism and
even legal scrutiny over delaysto
its Al-powered Siri features,
while OpenAl is rapidly expan-

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

ding its consumer and enter-
prise footprint amid intensifying
competition in the generative Al
market.

The deal between Apple
and Google

The partnership will see
Apple pay about $1billion a year
foral.2-trillion parameter artifi-
cial intelligence model devel-
oped by Alphabet Inc.’s Google
to run its overhauled Siri voice
assistant. The collaboration ex-
tends beyond just Siri.

According to a joint state-
ment, the next generation of
Applefoundation modelswill be
based on Google’s Gemini
models and cloud technology.
Apple confirmed it chose
Google’stechnology after careful
evaluation, determining it pro-

vides the most capable founda-
tion for its Al ambitions.

While the two companies
have not made specifics of the
agreement public, it is antici-
pated that Google will license the
base technology of Gemini to
Apple, with the iPhone maker
making tweaks to it to work
across its ecosystem.

Al models like Gemini have
two stages, one is called a pre-
trained model, where it is
trained to generate a string of
wordstogether, and then comes
the post training phase, where
the model is offered a distinct
personality. Google would most
likely offer the pretrained ver-
sion of Gemini to Apple.

To address any privacy con-
cerns arising out of the deal, the
companies have also said that

Apple Intelligence (the com-
pany’s branding for its Al offer-
ings) will continue to run on
Appledevicesand Private Cloud
Compute (PCC), while main-
taining Apple’s privacy stan-
dards. The company saysits per-
sonal cloud ensures that
personal user data sent to the
PCC isn’t accessible to anyone
other than the user.

The next-generation Siri is
expected to arrive withi0S 26 4,
likely releasing to the public in
March or April 2026. Google’s
stock briefly touched above a $4
trillion market valuation follow-
ingthe announcement.

Why Apple needs
Google’s help

Apple has largely stood on
thesidelines of the Al revolution

that swept Wall Street following
ChatGPT’s launch in late 2022.

While competitorslike Amazon,
Meta, and Microsoft invested bil-
lions in Al infrastructure and
products, Applestruggled tode-
liver on its Al promises.

The company had an-
nounced a significant Siri up-
grade during its WWDC 2024
keynote but was forced to delay
the features. Apple acknowl-
edged it would take longer than
anticipated to deliver these ca-
pabilities, pushing the rollout
from 2025 to 2026. Google’s 1.2
trillion parameter model is
larger and more powerful than
Apple’sown Almodel, meaning
the revamped Siri should be far
more capable than what Apple
could have developed indepen-
dently in the same timeframe.
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PERSONAL

|,Rahil Mohd Siddiqui,son
of,Rashid Ali Siddiqui,resident
of-94,Pocket-L, Sarita-
Vihar,New-Delhi-110076,have
change my name as Rahil
Siddiqui and my-father’s
name as Rashid
Ali,permanently 0040854958-6

1,ZOYA ALI,W/O-AKRAM ALI
,R/0-401,2ND FLOOR,POCKET-
9,SECTOR-21,ROHINI, DELHI-
110085,have changed my
name,and shall hereafter be
known,as DEEPIKA.

0040854976-3

l,varun Kumar,S/o Mehandra
Pal,R/0-H.N0.95, Shiv Durga
Vihar, NTPC-Colony,
Faridabad,Haryana-121010,
I,Have changed my name to
Varun kumarto Varun
Singh,for all purpose

0040854827-1

,MOHAMMAD RAFIQ,s/0-
HAKIMULLA,r/0-House no-
34,Tara-Puri, Lisadi-
Road,Meerut-City,P.o-Lisari
Gate,Dist-Meerut,Uttar
Pradesh-250002,has changed
my name to RAFIK MALIK
Permanently,for all
future,purpose. 0040854958-10

I, MALKEET SINGH S/0 HARJEET
SINGH R/0 J-220/17A VISHNU
GARDEN DELHI-110018 ,have
changed the name to MALKIT
SINGH. 0040854976-4

I,Laxmi D/o Shubesh Tyagi R/o
Near Zila Sehkari Bank,Sihani,
Ghaziabad,UP-201001,have
changed my name to Laxmi
Tyagi for all purposes

0040854958-2

ILKRISHNA RANI, KRISHNA
GUPTA,W/O-SH.NARESH
CHAND GUPTA,R/O-
1339/90,SHANTI-NAGAR,TALAB
ROAD,TRI-NAGAR, DELHI-
35,HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO KRISHNA RANI GUPTA,for
all future purposes

0040854958-12

l,Umesh Sharma S/o Ved
Prakash SharmaR/o
738,Sector 46,Gurgaon have
changed my name to Umesh
Kumar. 0040854969-1

LUMA RANI,W/O-AMIT
GUPTA,R/O-HNO.69 UPPER-
GROUND-FLOOR POCKET-
4A,SECTOR-23,ROHINI DELHI-
110085.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO UMA GUPTA,FOR
ALL,PURPOSES. 0040854958-9

I,Tajendra Singh Chhabra S/o
Mahendera Singh Chhabra R/o
SEA-1004, F-2,0maxe Twin
Tower, Sector-50, Noida(U.P)
have changed my nameto
Tajendera Singh Chhabra for
all purposes. 0040854881-1

1,Sonu Kapoor D/o Kashi
Kapoor,R/o-Flat.No.201,3rd
Floor,Plot.N0.63-
A,Street.No.4,Madhu
Vihar,l.P.Extension,Delhi-
110092,have changed my
name to Sonia Tandon for all
future purposes. 0040854958-7

I,Sandeep,S/0 Shri Rajender
Singh R/0-Village
Bupania,Tehsil Badli, Distt
Jhajjar (Haryana), have
changed my name to Sandeep
Lohchab,for all Purposes.

0040854969-11

I,Sahalam S/o Abdul Sattar,R/o-
H.No.-887, JJ Colony,Madanpur
Khadar South Delhi-
110076,have changed my
name to Mohd Shah Alam

0040854976-5

| GUDDI PARVEEN D/O MOHD
MURTAZA RESIDING AT C-189,
4th FLOOR, ABUL FAZAL
ENCLAVE PART 2 SHAHEEN
BAGH, DELHI 110025 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO ANJUM
PARVEEN W/0o MOHAMMED
IMRAN AHMED FROM
12.11.2025 AFTER MARRIAGE
VIDE AFFIDAVIT DATED
29.04.2026 | HAD COMPLIED
ALL LEGAL REQUIREMNTS

0130064708-1

l,Joginder Singh Sejwal,S/o-
Hukam Singh,R/0-285,Block-Q-
1,South City-2,0pposite Park
Hospital, South City-
[l,Gurgaon, Haryana-
122018,that in the School
Record of my minor daughter
namely Ruchi Sejwal aged-16-
years Rol
N0.23315095/2025.Her name,
Mother’s name and Father’s
name has been wrongly-
written as Ruchi Sezwal, Asha
Sezwal and Joginder Sezwal
instead-of Ruchi Sejwal, Asha
Rani Sejwal and Joginder
Singh Sejwal,which may be
amended accordingly.

0040854976-7

I,Rajesh Chaudhary S/o Amar
Singh Chaudhary R/0-
431,Sector 11D,Faridabad have
changed my name to Rajesh
Kumar Chaudhary.

0040854969-2

I,Rahul Malhotra R/o0-B-
140,Sushant lok Phase-
1,Gurgaon-
122002(Haryana),have
changed my Minor Son’s name
from Udayveer Malhotrato
Udayveer Raj Malhotra.

0040854969-4

I,SHIPPY SHARMA
BUDHRAJA,W/O-LATE SHRI
HARITH BUDHRAJA R/O-
52/39,COMMON USE,KAROL-
BAGH,RAMJAS-ROAD,NEW-
DELHI110005,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME,FROM SHIPPY
SHARMA BUDHRAJATO
SHIPPY SHARMA,FOR
ALL,PURPOSES. 0040854976-1

I,Ravinder Nath,S/o-Paras Nath
Ojha,R/0-
House.No0.95,Street.No.4, a
Block,Kaushik Enclave,Burari
Delhi-110084,Have Changed
My Name to Ravinder Nath
Ojha,for All,Future Purposes,

0040854976-2

l,Jagbir Singh S/o Dheer
Singh,R/0 House N0.99,VPO-
Ujwa,South West Delhi-
110073,have changed my
name to Jagbir for all
Purposes. 0040854969-8

I,Rajbir Singh S/o-Jagir
Singh,R/0-Guru-Teg Bahadur-
Nagar Ward-No-37,Sirsa
Haryana-125055,have changed
my Daughter’s name from
GEETA RANIto GEET
KAUR,permanently

0040854969-6

I,Rahul Dev,S/o-Tarsem
Kumar,R/0-53-A, R-
Block,Dilshad
Garden,Jhilmil,East Delhi,
Delhi-110095,have changed
the name of my minor son
namely RUDERANSH DEV
aged-12-years to RUDRANSH
DEV,for all future purposes.

0040854976-6

I,Prakash Chand S/o Pokhar
Dass R/0 H.N0.269,Gali No.4,
Bhudatt-Colony, Ballabgarh,
Faridabad have changed my
name to Prakash Chand
Sachdeva. 0040854969-3

I,PRIYA,D/0 Jagdish Kumar
Choudhary R/o0 VP-225B, First-
Floor VP-Block,Pitampura
Delhi-110034,have changed
my name to PRIYA
CHOUDHARY. 0040854969-5

l,inderjeet Kaur D/o Avtar
Singh,R/0 House no.461 Near-
Second Bus Stop
Bakhtawarpur,Delhi-
110036,have changed my
name Inderjeet for all
Purposes. 0040854969-9

I,Hitherto known as,Noor
Jahan,W/0-Kazi Gulam
Murtaza,R/0-B-303,Taj
Enclave,Block-B,East,Delhi-
110031,have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as,Noor Jahan Begum.

0040854969-10

l,Daljeet Kaur W/o Tajendera
Singh Chhabra R/o SEA-1004, F-
2, 0maxe Twin Tower, Sector-
50,Noida(U.P) have changed
my name to Daljeet Chhabra
forall purposes. 0040854881-2

l,Asya Bano,W/0-Gulzar
Ahmad,R/0-C-720,Street No.-
3,Chauhan Bangar,New
Seelampur,Delhi-110053,have
changed my name from Asya
Bano To Ashiya Bano,for all
future purposes.0040854969-14

l,Amita W/o Vijay Kumar
Bhatnagar R/0 820, Sector-7C,
Faridabad,Haryana-
121006,have changed my
name to Amita Bhatnagar.

0040854958-5

I,Nishant Malik,S/0O-Narender
Kumar Malik,R/0-A-
147,Bhagwati Garden-
Extn.,Dwarka more Metro-
Station,D.K.Mohan
Garden,West Delhi,Delhi-
110059,have changed the
name of my minor son First
Baby Of Sonam Saini aged-8-
years and he shall hereafter
be known as ADVIK MALIK.

0040854958-8

I,Manoj Kumar,S/o Dal Chand
Verma,R/0 X3335,Gali No-2
Raghubar Pura.No-2,Gandhi
Nagar East Delhi-110031,have
changed my name to Manoj
Verma permanently.

0040854958-4

l,Ajay Gupta,S/o-Sant Lal
Gupta,R/0-F-501,Monsoon
Breeze, Naurangpur
Road,Sector-
78,Manesar,Gurugram
(Haryana)-122051, have
changed my nameto Ajay
Prakash Gupta,for all
Purposes. 0040854969-7

I, VARSHA RANI NANDA D/O
KASHIRAM TULI and W/O
RAMESH NANDA R/O B-227,
GALINO7,INDRA NAGAR,
ADARSH NAGAR, DELHI-
110033, have changed my
name from VARSHA RANI
NANDA to VARSHA NANDA
permanently 0071036070-1

I, Shantanu Chakravarty S/o
Late Sh. Priti Ranjan
Chakravarty, R/0 K-1994,
Chittaranjan Park, New Delhi-
110019, hereby declare that
the name of my minor son has
been wrongly mentioned as
“GITANASH CHAKRAVARTY” in
Passport No. P5169378, his
correctnameis “GITANSH
CHAKRAVARTY” as other
documents. Both names one
and the same person.
Henceforth, my son shall be
known identified by the name
“GITANSH CHAKRAVARTY” for
all purposes. 0040854936-1

I, Shailesh Devi W/0, Dineshwar
RaiR/0T-1156, L Block,
Mangolpuri, Delhi-110083 have
changed my name to Shailesh
Rai for all purposes.

0040854953-1

I, RITABHATT W/O VIKAS KHARI
R/0 WP-546, WAZIRPUR
VILLAGE, ASHOK VIHAR,
DELHI-110052 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO REETA KHARI FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

0071036028-1

I, Mahipal Singh S/0 Lakhmi
Chand, R/0 X-9/6, Gali-10,
Brahampuri, Delhi-53, declare
Mahipal and Mahipal Singh
arethe same person. My name
iswrongly recorded as
Mahipal inmy son’s 10th
marksheet; correct is Mahipal
Singh. Verified by Affidavit
dated 27-04-2026, Delhi.

0040854315-1

I, Jagdish Kumar S/0, Jitram
Rajpal R/0 Mig-1/74, Palakmati
Nagar, Jujharpur Road,
Itarsi,Hoshangabad, MP,
461111 have changed my name
to Jagdish Kumar Rajpal for all
purposes. 0040854955-1

I, Dharambir SharmaS/0 Laxmi
Narain R/0O C-11/216, Sector-3,
Rohini, Delhi-110085, inform
that boththe names
Dharambir Sharmaand
Dharambiris one and the
same person. 0040854965-1

I, Anil Kumar Yadav, (Aadhar
No.401622996970),S/0 Sh.
Maru Ram Yadav, R/o House
No. 10, Ashok Vihar, Phase
3Extension, GaliNo. 11A,
Gurugram, Haryana-122001,
have changed the name of my
minor son aged 14 years from
Gatik to Gatik Rao for all
purposes. 0040854938-1

| Venkatabrahmam Bayireddy
S/o0 Bayireddy Venkateswarlu
R/017/144D-72-2,Jagajjanani
Nagar 2nd Line Near
Jagajjanani Temple Nandyal .
Distric: Nandya Andhra
pradesh-518501, have
changed my nameto
Bayireddy Venkata Brahmam

0071036100-1

I Sabir S/o Abdul Kadir R/0 16,
GaliNo.-1, Jyoti Nagar Rishi
Harijan Basti Kardampuri,
Delhi, Gokulpur, NCT Delhi-
110094 have changed my name
from Sabir to Mohd Sabir.
Henceforth | would be known
by the name of Mohd Sabir for
all future purposes.

0071036017-1

IRaj Kumar Bisht S/o Mohan Lal
R/o Village Sarohali, Post
Office Chauntra, Teh Joginder
Nagar, Distt Mandi, Himachal
Pradesh-175032, have
changed my name to Raj
Kumar 0071036097-1

| Karishma Bhalla D/o Kewal
Kumar R/o A-6/32, Paschim
Vihar, West Delhi, Delhi -
110063, have changed my
name to Karishma Singhal

0071036130-1

KM BHAVYA BARANWAL W/0
PRASHANT GUPTAR/OE-
1203A,13TH FLOOR, SAVIOUR
GREENARCH, TECHZONE-IV,
GREATER NOIDA WEST, G.B.
NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH-
201306 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO BHAVYA BARANWAL
FORALLTHEFUTURE
PURPOSES. 0071036013-1

IFirdos Baigam D/o Abdul Hafiz
and W/o Imatyaj Ahamad R/o
KhNo-27/11-27/20, Left
Portion,4Th Floor, Gali No-6
Sangam Vihar Wazirabad,
Delhi-110084, have changed
my name to Firdos for all
purposes 0071036134-1

I,Abhishek Chauhan,S/o-
Ajendra Singh Chauhan,R/0-B-
131,Block-B, Sector-Omicron-
1A,Greater-Noida
Distt-G.B.Nagar,U.P,have
changed my name to Azrael
Samael Samay Chauhan,for
all,future purposes.

0040854958-11

| ASHISH SABHARWAL S/0O
MAHESH CHANDRA
SABHARWAL HOUSE NO 96G.F
ASHOKA ENCLAVE PART3
FARIDABAD HARYANA 121003
HAVE CHANGED MY NAMETO
ASHISH KUMAR SABHARWAL
FORALL PURPOSE

0040854919-1

I,MOHD NAUSHAD S/0 ALUDDIN
R/0-4580 parwatiya colony sec
22 FARIDABAD HARYANA HAVE
CHANGE NAME TO NOSHAD
KHAN FORALL 0040854958-1

l, Vaijayanti W/O Manjeet
Choudhary bornon 25/11/1984
residingat Wz 130 Village
Dasghara New Delhi-110012,
have changed my name from
Vaijayanti to Vijayta vide
affidavit dated 14 may 2026 at
Delhi 0050289560-1

| AKBAR KHAN URF
MOHAMMAD AKAVARKHA S/O
CHHANDU KHAN R/0O D1-541
GALINO-1 VISHKARMA
COLONY JAITPUREXTN PART-2
BADARPUR DELHI-44 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME
MOHAMMAD AKBAR KHAN
FORALL FUTURE PURPOSES

0040854965-3

I, Meghna Basu D/o Vinod Bali,
R/o0 J-307, Grand Ajnara Heritage,
Sector 74, Noida-201301, have
changed my name to Meghna
Bali. 0071036031-1

l,Jagdish Gupta S/o Ram Kishan
H.No.27,Road No-64,West-
Punjabi Bagh Delhi-26,have
changed my name to Jagdish
Prasad Gupta 0040854958-3

| AKBAR KHAN URF
MOHAMMAD AKAVARKHA S/O
CHHANDU KHAN R/0 D1-541
GALINO-1 VISHKARMA
COLONY JAITPUR EXTN PART-2
BADARPUR DELHI-110044 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME
MOHAMMAD AKBAR KHAN
FORALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040854965-2

| ANISHA KHAN W/O
MOHAMMAD AKBAR KHAN
R/0 D1-541 GALINO-1
VISHKARMA COLONY JAITPUR
EXTN PART-2 BADARPUR
DELHI-44 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME ANISHA PARVEEN FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040854965-4

PROPERTY

RECRUITMENT

SITUATION VACANT

UPSC Teachers Wanted.
Compensation of Rs. 2500 per
hour of video content.
Teachers will need to be
visible on camera while
teaching.Please sharea
sample video for
consideration. Email-
schoolsankalpcontact@gmail
.com 0040853936-5

BRAHMIN

SARYUPARIN Madhya
NadiKashyap 30/5’11” MS
Ortho fair h’'some, wellsettld,
reputed vege tarian famly
seeks Dr.(PG) b’ful Brahimin
match.Mb-6386599490

0060141091-2

[ GuPTA/ AGGARWAL

Suitable match for Punjabi
gupta handsomeboy 1988, 5’-
10” Non Manglik Canadian
Citizen B.tech PGD Canada
working in Canadian Govt.Job
in Ontario Prefered Canadian
PR Girl What’s app N0.9181468-
00394 0110064683-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the public at
large that Late Sh. Rajiv Shungloo, s/o
Smt. Santosh Shungloo, R/o Flat
bearing No. 4029, Pocket No. 4, Sector
C, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi - 110070, left
for his heavenly abode on 10.06.2023.
It is pertinent to mention that Mr. Sushil
Kumar Razdan, Mrs. Veena Razdan,
Mrs. Vandana Razdan, Mr. Vikas
Razdan, Mrs. Ranjana Kaul (Razdan),
Mr. Sanjiv Razdan, Mr. Pankaj Razdan,
and Mr. Neeraj Razdan are the only
surviving legal heirs of the Late Sh.
Rajiv Shungloo. In furtherance of the
same, a Civil Suit is currently pending
adjudication before the Hon'ble High
Court of Delhi for Partition of his
Property.

Members of Public at large are hereby
notified and advised that if any other
heir of the Late Sh. Rajiv Shungloo
exists, they should place their claim
within 14 (fourteen) days from the date
of this publication and contact Advocate
Bhawana Pandey at JBS LEGALS,
ADVOCATES, SOLICITORS & LEGAL
CONSULTANTS having office at E- 33,
LGF, Jungpura Extension, New Delhi
110014, and/or Advocate Santosh
Kumar Pandey having office at A005,
Godrej 101, Sector 79, Gurugram
122051 with appropriate written
evidences.

Please Note that Claims received
without written evidences and after the
expiry of the 14th (fourteenth) day from
the date of the present publication will
not be considered. od

Advocate Bhawana Pandey and
Advocate Santosh Kumar Pandey

PUBLIC NOTICE

M, Kulvindgsar Pal Singh Bhalia &
Mrs, Mona Bhatia hawe
approachad aur client GG Bank
Ltd., Rohini, Delhi (Bank) to avall a
laan for purchase of Enfira First
Feoar & Ground ficor of Property
Mo, 37, (353,70 54 vds.), Blook-
C. Anand Miketan, Mew Delhl
[(Prapearty} from Mrs, Narinder
Kaur, who has represented that she
i5 ihe absolute & soke owner of the
said property having inherited half
sharafrom her brather [ate W Ajit
=angh by way of his Wil dated
27 142003 wha was. ihe ownar
of said entire praperty by virtue of
Convevance Deed dated
29007 2008 (Doc. No. 15363) &
anather half share froem ber sistar
late Mrs, Baljit Kaur by way of her
Will datad 2802708 IF anybody,
persona, body corporate has any
right, Ban or claim whalsoever an
the said Property by way of
inheritance or olherwise, then
hesshe/it may contact the
undersignad with documentary
proet of claim within 07 days of
publication of this notics
otherwise 0 shall be desmed 1hat
either theme are no claims ar the
sarme nave been wanved off. Mo
claim or objection shall be
entertained thereaflar and Bank
shall proceed io advance the
loan on mortgaging of the sas
proparty
Amit Kumar, Advocale
Marang & Associales
D-28, Jangpura Extension,
Hew Delhi-110014.

PUBLIC NOTICE

RENTAL

ONE BHK FLAT SPACIOUS,
VENTILATED, BEST LOCATION,
INDEPENDENT BUILDER TYPE,
GROUND, FIRST, SECOND
FLOORS, FRONT GARDEN,
BYKE-PARKING, FURNISHED/
SEMI-FURNISHED at DWARKA,
SEC-19, Tel:- 9811026970

0040853310-3

To be known to I Shri Surender Kumar Bhardwaj
Son of Late Shri Bhagwan Singh Resident of 56,
The Timarpur CHBS Ltd. Known as Vasudha
Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-110034, Allottee of
Property No. 56, Area Measuring 200 Sq. Yds.,
The Timarpur Co-Operative House Building
Society Ltd. Delhi, the original document i.e.
Perpetual Sub-Lease Deed vide Regn. No. 6646, in
Addl. Book No. 1, Volume No. 3271 on Pages 13
to 25 Date 16-12-1978 of the above said property
has been lost vide LR No. 305342/2026 Dated
15-05-2026 to this effect has been lodged in P.S.:
Subhash Place/Crime Branch Delhi any person(s)
claiming any right interest having any objection or
found in Possession of original document may
write and contact with above named person at
above address/Phone No. 9310248269 within 30
Days from the date of Publication of this Notice.
The person claiming any right, interest, objection
with respect to this property can personally inform
or write to Assitant Director (CS) or Deputy
Director (CS) Delhi Development Authority,
Vikas Sadan, New Delhi-110023

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT SHRI VIKRAM NEGI
& SMT. PREM NEGI, WHO HAS APPLIED FOR A LOAN
FROM LIC HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED (LICHFL),
HAS REPORTED THE DEATH OF SHRI ANIL KUMAR
TARIKA, WHO EXPIRED ON 15.04.2015. HE LOAN
PERTAINS TO THE ENTIRE UPPER GROUND FLOOR
WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS OF FREEHOLD BUILT-UP
PROPERTY NO. D-185 AND 186A, AREA MEASURING
93 SQ. YDS,, LE. 77.76 SQ. MTRS., OUT OF KHASRA
NO. 11/22, SITUATED IN THE AREA OF VILLAGE
ASALATPUR KHADAR, COLONY KNOWN AS
JEEWAN PARK, D-2 BLOCK, UTTAM NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110059. COLONY IS REGULARIZED BY MCD
VIDE ITS RESOLUTION NO. 733/STG, DATED
13.10.1983. 1T IS FURTHER INFORMED THAT THE

SELLERS, NAMELY SMT. NISHA DEMBLA, DO NOT
POSSESS THE SURVIVING MEMBER CERTIFICATE
OF THE ABOVE-NAMED DECEASED PERSON AND
HAVE STATED THAT THERE ARE NO OTHER
LEGAL HEIRS IN RESPECT OF THE AFORESAID
PROPERTY. IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY
RIGHT IN THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE
SHOULD INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO THE
UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM THE DATE
OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-

SUBHASH GUPTA

Advocate

Enrl. No. D-446/2002

125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR,

INDERLOK, DELHI-110035,

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

|Corrigendum Motice Mo:W.584/E-
Tendenng/31-DHN-2026-27 Dhanbad,
| dL 14.05.2028.

It iz further to notify that, in the E-Tender |

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tobedknown thatl, Vinod Chadha
Sio Sh. Y, N. Chadha have lost!
misplaced the onginal share
certificate of Vinod Chadha
heanng Membership No. 169 of
Flat N 109, 2nd floor, plol no. 32,
Amit APT, Sec-13, Rohinl,
Delhi-110085 issued by Amit
CGHE Lid. Rohimd, An FIR to this
effact has been lodged in Police
Station vide LR No. 30032772026
Date 13.05.2026

To be i known thal |, Pukhea)
Chadha Wio Sh, Vinod Chadhs
have lostmisplaced the ongnal
share cerlificate of Pukhraj
Chadha bearing Membership
Mo, 170 of Flat Mo, 130, 3rd fioor,
plof ma; 32, Amit APT, Sec-13,
Rohini, Dedhi-110085 issued by
Arnit CGHS Lid. Rohini_An FIR ko
this effect has been lodged in
Folice Station vide LK Mo
003542026 Date 13.05. 2026
Any person claiming any right
interesl hawving any objection
meary contact with above named at
gbove Address/Mobile No
8013525539

[t hereby informed to the General
| Public that Mrs. Vijayant | Wio Lake
|&&ri Baljget Singh, Rfo 13 Aaj Miwas
[Mearg, Crell Lines, Dahi 110054 is by
(chent.
| Thal It Fas Becoms necestany 10 2eug
|this public Nosice for the safety and
| prodaction of my client and her family
;|‘run1 hes Sigter, Ms. Veana afias Dulary
Wil has Boen alfegodly harassing my
{chend and her tamlly by theeabening
{ that ahemay calss harm iony clients
ifier demands ara not futfilled.
{This &5 alsp ip sateguard my cliend
| Triem any act on the past of M. Veena
|A%3s Dolan. ilidl.luil"g hese. alleged
|mans to hanm hesses! by Cutling Res
{wains and her repested attemats
|digturh their peaca and harmany and
{intarférs in matiers rolating io- their
{hited edrmied assels and oroperly.
{1 i lusther clarified that in case Ms
| eend allas Dutanl @nd Sunita calsaes
{amy harm 1o heresed or creates &ny
{sifustion with the intantion o malign,
tharess my clienl or her family
imembers, she shall be solely
{responsible for the same. Nesther my
ichant nor any of her family member
{shall baar any raspansibility or liahiity
(whozaewes Tor any such ael or
|0 uBneeEs arising ersdngm.
Advocats Garvit Saini

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sa il known 1o priblic at lame that m
chenl ST An (it WADLL 28, J

Geover, RO A-12T0, Block A-1, Mesnay
Buram, Morh West, Detbd-1 10033, have
senvizme] all her lies and relalians wih
ber San Sh. Karan Gravar, S0 LT L3,
EH, J¥ Grover and his wée Smi. Trigti
WD =k, Karan  Grover, dug o
irresponsibla, psychopathis, bad
mml:sn_f and Imeconciiahla sgiey, M
dlienl heselyy disown Them from ber i,iil;
moveabie end immaovable properies.

Aay parson daaling wilh ebove named

EHETELE iy e l.'.'III:_H,:_ ||5F;J|-:;

10 his own indraidusal capacity for which

my client woudd incur na Habilsy o-any
cancLEslances

FAHIE RASFUT (Afeaoabe]

CH. MOy 384, WESTERN WINGS,

TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELH -11D054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client, Bhavnesh Gupta S/o Late Sh. Surender
Gupta R/o House No. 951, Arjun Nagar, Kotla
Mubarakpur, New Delhi-03, do hereby declare to
the general public at large that he has severed all
relations with his sister, Twinkle Gupta @ Anjali
D/o Late Sh. Surender Gupta as she has become
disloyal and disobedient. Public at large is notified
that anybody dealing with her shall be doing it at
their own cost and risk and my client shall not be
held responsible and liable for any misdeed. If she
claims any share, right, or interest in my movable
or immovable properties, the same is hereby
denied and she is debarred from it.
Sd/-
Anshul Garg (Advocate)
Chamber: 513, Lawyers’
Chamber Saket Court Complex,
Saket, New Delhi-110 017

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Suresh Chandra S/o Ramdas and
his wife Rajwati R/o Shyam Lal Colony,
Barola Sector-49, Noida, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Noida, Uttar Pradesh-201301 have
disowned/debarred their son Deepak
Chandra and wife Jyoti from all their
movable/ immovable properties and severed
all their relations from them due to their
misconduct,  hostile  behavior  and
disobedience. My clients will not be
responsible for their any act in future.

Sd/-

NAVJOT SINGH

Advocate

CH.NO-1211, LAWYERS CHAMBERS
BLOCK, ROHINI COURT,
DELHI-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client, Mrs. Nesta Rani, wife of Mr
Pawan Eumes mesident of R-1/5,
'.."ujaEl Wibar, Utam hagar, hew Dalhi -
110059, has disowned berd san
Puneet Kumar, daughier-in-law
Shevali Kasla, and thair faa chidnan,
Branna Mehra ard Kian Mshra, fram
all her movable and immavabbe
properties, Thernalone e sforesad,
noividiats hawe no relation or righss
whadsoaver owar any of my clienl's
properties, |f any parson eaters nlo
army kind of Ir@nsaction with them,
fhay shal be doing 5o 81 their own risk
A responstly,

WD, SAMARDLUDIN (S dwacakes|

CHl, HO. L-T0A, PS5 FATHI OLCE0H
TIS HASAR CONJRTS, DITLFG -11005%4

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

"CENTR

~ CORRIGENDUM

| Mo, 31-DHN-2026-27 did, 30.04. 2026 is

hereby Cancelled due to administrative

| Medson

Divisional Raltway Manager (Engg. ¥
ECR/Dhanbad

PRINZ240/DHN/Engq./CI26-27116

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

|

E-MOTICE OF INVITATION TENDER

Divissonal Rallway Manager, MY Rly
| Bikaner for and on behall of President of
India inviles sealed open fender for ltha
foliowing works on the date shown Bs
below, Tender Mo.: SAT-BRM-2026-27 -08
Mame of Work with its Location: "S&T
associated indoor and outdoor waork for
provisicn of Interocking of 02 Nos, of
manned LG Gate Mo, LC-14, 341 in HMH-
SOLP: section over Bikamer Diviseon™,
Approx. Cost of Work: 102985248 B4, Bid
Security Amount (in Rs.): 21930000,
Date & Time for submission of Tender &
opening of tender: Up to 1500 Hrs. of
05,065,206, Website fram Which
complete Tender details can be seen &
Download: wewireps.govin. 733.pH/26

Aow u= en B B NWRailsways EINWRallways_

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Mo, GSUCPMJPINIT/28-2T
Date: 15.05.2026

OPEM E-TENDER NOTICE

Chiaf Project Manager, Gati-Bhakatb Linit,
W, Raihway, Jaspur for and an behalf of
Prosicent of Incia indles open E-Tendes for
tive fallowing woorks upto 1530 hours on
the date shown as below: Sr. Mo 1, Name
of work with location: GSU-SnT-JP-
208G-27-0ER Dy, GETE {GEU) JP Diw:
Signaling work in connection ‘with Longer
Loop facifty in Dhioawara Station of Jaipur
division, Approx Cost of work:
32495493,84, Bid Security Rs.: 649300/,
1. Datail is available oo MW, By websile
wiww.ireps.govin and Motice Board in
CPM/AGESUNIP Office, NWR/Jalpur
2. Tender Mo, GSU-5nT-JP-2020-2T-038
iz be closed on 08062026 at 15.30 hrs
and opaned on 0806 2026 at 1600 hrs.

[E'J North Eastern Railway

Online E-Tender Notice

Dy, CMEMWorks for Choef Workshop
Manager, M.E. Raillway, Mechameal
Workshop, Gorakhpur for and on
behall of President of India imwvites
Open tender through on-line
{E-Tendermg) torthe tollowing work-
E-Tender Motice Mo, &
Mame of the work : Tender No. -
"8G EP=-MWS-2026-27" "&AMC of
Accle mounted Disc Brake System of
LHB coaches of M's S0NA BLW
Precision Forgings Limited Make
Formally Enown as M/s Escorls
Kubota Lid, ot Mechanical Workshop
Ciorakhpur”, Estimated Cost
42, 15.61,614.98, Earnest Money : Bs.
450200 0, Last date of tender
Upta 11000 Hrs., Date
OF, 00, 2026, Cost of the Tender Forms:
Zero, Period ol Contiract : 24 Months.
The details of above tenders are also
aviailable on Indiam Rinbwy sebsile
Jwww.ireps.gov.in',

Dy, CMEWaorks, Mechanical Workshop,
N.E. Kailway, Gorakhpur

Do notsmoke Bidi/Cigarette in train

S.No. 2 1

suhmission :

"http:

va an [ Bl B /WWRaileays B NWRallways

CPROMech-23

$-fafaqr g W@ 092/2026-27

®d & faerur

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR

frefefen w@ & o0 &/ To9 SR % sfvaitient fawmi ud 3weh otfiugha Wedt ¥ Usiihd U STgWel WogeRt W
fraife yu # E-viewie wiwan ¥ Sitvened fafaed emwfm @ S @
wE w FA
STIAE A (Fo ) |

Widening & Strenthening of Bishangarh-Bhawarani-Bhorda- Dhundhara Road District-Jalore.|
UBN: RRC2627WLOB00150
e & Wt o # Fiaa g, WW,WWE@@H&WWWW@W%W:.
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http:/sppp.rajasthan.nic.in @ http://pwd.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc T @1 S el ¥ | 3555
Wogent 1 3T fefiteet sweR % wem ¥ JemEe hitp://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in W S HEMT EwEE 2

898.69
Lakh

HESEeh

No. NIT/2026-27/2045-55

Date: 15.05.2026

731-PHIZ6

UTTARAKHAND SAHAKARI CHINI MILLS SANGH LTD.

Near Railway Crossing, Badripur Road, Jogiwala,

Dehradun-248001 (Uttarakhand)

Telephone Mo.: 0135
Website: wenw utiarakhandseg

Letter No. 272/PUR/M0/Sitarganj/2026-27
E-TENDER FOR RENOVATION OF OLD RESIDENTIAL QUARTERS

2974413

E-mail:

S QImas. com

Date: 16

May, 2026

R

TYPE C, D, E AND DORMITORY IN SITARGANJ SUGAR FACTORY
(U. S. NAGAR) UTTARAKHAND IN THE YEAR 2026-27

dAHETEEl BT 98T TE |

Onlineg E-Tenders are invited from Reputed Bidder/contractors for
Renovation of old residential quarters ype C, D, E and Dormidory in
Sitarganj ‘Sugar Factory (U.5. Magar) Uttarakhand in the year 2026.
E-tender will be uploaded up to 06:00 PM on 02.06.2026 and
Technical and Financial Bid will be opened on 03.06.2026 at 10:30 AM to
03:00 PM. The EMD for the E-bid is Rs. 1,60,000.00 (One Lakh Sixty
Thousand Only).
The details for submission of the E-Bids is available on the E-tender
portals & UK sugars website as per www.uktenders.gov.in &
www. uttarakhandsugars.com from Date 16.05.2026 at 06:00 PM. Thea
hidder/contractors will have to deposit e-tender fees (Non Refundable)
of Rs. 2, 360/- (GET Inclusive)} & earnest money in the form of Demand
Draft! RTGS /NEFT infavor of Uttarakhand Sahkari Chini Mills Sangh
Limited, Payable at Dehradun. Tenders without Tender Feas & Earnest
money will not be accepled. The bank details are available inside the
tender document.
The Federation reserves the right to cancel any or all bids ¢ annual
e-bidding process, withoul assigning and reason o & decision of
Federation will be final & binding.

3% Hifdan & wseE | Tt e, T, ihaTs, o, wea gty
anfe @[ ddc www.uktenders.gov.in & www.uttarakhandsugars.com
ox # e e | FifEsrsmr s e & o P sa e s

GENERAL MANAGER

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER,

Gwalior Municipal Corporation

No.-/ (NIT) Date : 15/05/2026
Gwalior Municipal Corporation, Gwalior Invites online for the following work:

5 | E-Tender Tender Name Probable Amount | EMD Tender | Period of | Sele ikl
no. Mo, of Contract [Rs) (Rs) Fee (Rs) |completion | Ead D & Time
01] 2026 UAD RFP FOR SELECTION OF AGENCY FORSETTINGUP | 9,98,00,000/- | 4,99,000/- | 20,000/- | 180Days | 16/05/26,

EHJE'EIE 1 20 MW ACWITH 20% EXTRA DC 5YSTEM 1.E (With G5T) 1030 Am &
- == | 24 MW DCON-GRED GROUND MOUNTED SOLAR 19/06//26,
PHOTOVOLTAIC POWER PLANT WATH 10-YEARS OF 5:30 Pm
QPERATION & COMPREHENSIVE MAINTENANCE
AND DEVELOPMENT OF ALLEGED INFRASTRUCTURE
WORKS AT MANPUR, GWALIDR MURICIPAL
CORPORATION FILE ND. 10828033
02| 2026 uap | Supply, Installation, Testing, Commissioning | 2,50,63,354/- | 1,82,685/- | 15,000/- | 90Days | 16/05/26,
o of 33 KV line extension work from 220KV | (Without GST) 10:30 Am &
2077031 | e4y Mahalgaon Substation to Meha Sirol 01/06/26,
Substation Under PMAY Gwalior 5:30 P
File No. 56/26X/6/4
Full detail of the above tenders can be seen on www.mptenders,govin. Amendments to NIT, if any shall be published
on website anly. (G.5.T Excluding) i . . .
TS RO TS 326, fE 15-05-2026 Executive Engineer (PIU), Gwalior Municipal Corporation

doiel dd Canara Bank
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Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interast Act,
2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (&) & 9 (1) of the Security Interest ( Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below
described Immovable/Movable properties mortgaged,/ charged to the Secured Creditor, the symbaolic possession of
which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Canara Bank, will be sold through e-auction on “As is where [5",
“Asiswhatis”, and “Whateverthera is without recourse” basis as perfollowing details.

A Government of indls Undertaking

e-Al
NO

CTION
TICE

ARM BRANCH, VIPIN KHAND,GOMTI NAGAR, LUCKNOW-226010
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable/ Movable Properties under the

LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF EMD : 29.06.2026 UPTO 11:59 PM

DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION : 30.06.2026, 10:00 AMTO 2:00 PM

Saif, Ground Floor, Mehak Traders, Mear Hotel
Chandrayan, Majibabad, Uttar Pradesh-246763.
2. Mohd. S5aif (Proprietor & Mortgagor), 570
Firoz Ahmad, Mohalla Mugalu Shah, Majibabad,
Bijnor, Uttar Pradesh-246763.

Boundaries:- East: Rasta 12 Ft.
Wide, West: Railway Line,
North: House of lagwa, South:
Rasta 12 Ft. Wide.

L NAME & ADDRESS OF BEORROWER(S), DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE, | RESERVE PRICE TOTAL
MORTGAGOR[S) & GUARANTOR(S) MOVABLE PROPERTIES EMD DEPOSIT LIABILITIES
Below mentioned Sale Notices, Dated: 13.05.2026
1 | 1. Circle Dynamic Fitness Centre (Borrower), C/o| Residential Plot bearing Khasra | ¥ 32,33,000/- | ¥51,75,118.97
Md. Saif S/0 Firoz Ahmad, Najibabad-Nagina|No. 56 situated at Adarsh| ¥3,23,300/- | plusint. we.f.
Bundkl Road, Bijnor, Uttar Pradesh-245763. Nagar, Vill Tatarpur Laly, 01.05.2028
Also At: Circle Dynamic Fitness Centre C/o Md.| Measuring 323.29 Sq. mtr. + other expenses
minus amount

pald/ recoverod
thereafter, if any

Place : Lucknow

doiel dd Canara Bank
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Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) & 9 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below
descnbed Immovable/ Movable properties mortgaged,/ charged to the Secured Creditor, the symbolic possession of
which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Canara Bank, will be sold through e-auction on “As is where is",
“Asiswhatis", and *“Whateverthere is without recourse” basis as per following details.

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer the link “E-Auction” provided in Canara Bank's website
{hitps:/ www.canarabank.bank.in/) or may contact Canara Bank, ARM Branch, Ph. No. 0522 2307898/81730047492/
8218881233 /638T7225284,/7972690456,/9634016436, Email ID; ch5248&canarabank. com or the service providerM /s
PSB Alllance (BAANKNET) Contact No. 7T046612345,/6354910172/8291220220,/ 9892219848,/ 8160205051, for more
information visit hitps: / /baanknet.com,/, Email ID; support. BAANKNEDZ pshalliance. com. / support.ebkrayZEprocure247.com

Authorized Officer, Canara Bank

A Government of indla Undertaking

e-AU
NO

CTION
TICE

ARM BRANCH, VIPIN KHAND,GOMTI NAGAR, LUCKNOW-226010
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable /Movable Properties under the

LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF EMD : 08.06.2026 UPTO 11:59 PM

DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION : 09.06.2026, 10:00 AMTO 2:00 PM

" MAME & ADDRESS OF BORROWER(S), DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE RESERVE PRICE TOTAL
MORTGAGORIS) & GUARANTOR(S) _ MOVABLE PROPERTIES EMD DEPOSIT LIABILITIES
Below mentionad Sale Notices, Dated: 13.05.2026

1 | 1. Ali Rehbar (Bormower) 5/0 Israr Hussaln | House No. A LIG Plot no. 51 situated at| ¥ 12.51,000/- | ¥28,14,378.48
Rampur Douraha Kabir Nagar, Moradabad- | Sitapuras Sarai Avasiya Yojna, Tehsif & | ¥ 1,25,100/- plus int, w.e.f,
244001 District Moradabad, Area 60.00 Sqmt 01.07.2025

Boundaries:- East: Field of Krishan + other expenses
|Pal Singh, West: Field of Babu Lal, minkis amount
North: Field of Pawan Singh, South: &Egﬁﬁm
Rasta Interlocking !

2 | 1. Ayesha (Borrower & Mortgagor)W,/ 0 I'.lr.il-lnuse,-" Plat part of Khasra Mo, 735,| ¥ 28,27,000/- | ¥22,27,152.23
Parvez Miyan 180, Nawada Shekhan,|736 & 738 to 740, Village Haru Nagla| 2 2,82,700/- | plus Int. w.e.f.
Bareilly-243001, Uttar Pradesh. Faig Enctave, Tehsil & District Barellly, 01.07.2025
2. Mr. Parvez Mian [ Borrower & M-nrtgagur}?ﬁr&a -81.615q. Mir. + pther expenses
5/0 Dularey Mian 180, Nawada Shekhan, | Boundaries: East - House of Fahim ul minus amount
Bareilly-24 3001, Uttar Pradesh. Istam, West - Road 20 ft wide, North - paid/ recovered
3. Mr. Asim Ahmad (Guarantor) 5/0 Istiyvak House of Rehana Khatoon, South - thereafter, if any
Ahmad H. Mo, 244 Rabd Tola Sufi Tola, | Plotof Shamshad Hussain.

Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh-243001.

3 1. M/5 Pandariya Bharat Gas Gramin|Commercial Property at Gata no. 362, | ¥ 23,42,000/- | ¥33,71,008.19
Vitrak (Borrower) (Prop-Bhanu Pratap Village Pandariya, Tehsil Puranpur,| ¥2,34,200/- | plusint welt.
Singh Yadav) Vill-Pandaria, P.O. Kadhar Distt-Pilibhit 01.07.2025
Chouraha Tehsil Puranpur Distt-Pilibhit {Area-0.098 Hect + other expenses
2. Sri Bhanu Pratap Singh Yadav|Boundaries:- East- Agriculture Land minus amount
{Proprietor & Mortgagor) 5/0 Matadeen |of Natthu, West- Agriculture land of paid/ recovered
Yadav Vill-Pandaria, P.0. Kadhar Chouraha | Lekhraj, North- Agriculture Land of thereafter, if any
Tehsil Puranpur Distt-Pilibhit seller, South- Road
3. Sri Partamjit Singh (Guarantor) 5/ 0 Sri
Mohan Singh Vill-Pandarda, PO. Kadhar
Chouraha Tehsil Puranpur Distt-Pilibhit

Place : Lucknow

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer the link “E-Auction” provided in Canara Bank's website
(https:/ Swww.canarabank.bank.in/) or may contact Canara Bank, ARM Branch, Ph, No. 0522 2307898/8173004792/
B21RBB1233/638T7225284,/7972620456/9634016436, Email lD: ch5248&canarabank, com orthe service providerM /s
PSB Alliance (BAANKNET) Contact No. 7T046612345,/6354910172,/8291220220,/ 9892219848,/ 8160205051, for more
information visithitps:/ /baanknet.com,, Email ID: support. BAANKNET@pshalliance.com, /support. ebkray@procure247.com

Authorized Officer, Canara Bank
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IFIT'S YOUR

When the contract looks secure try toimagine the
distribution which might prove un}[lractabI%. Take QUICK CLUES Y . paper money, fora B I RT H DAY
last week's problem hand for example. What sort of ?&R%SS logical obiect phar%ge, 1(%‘;11(:3'535
distributiondid you play forinthe grand slamin - AICNaeological objec Imaction CThi .
spades? Dealer:éou?h \)Iulnerable:g North/South (8) 29.Suit worn by the ﬁg I:EaAan';’LAWYI I}ZJrT:gISI zgfer:;(:ét-
NORTH SOUTH g ﬁzﬁf&g (6) wealthy (8) freedom. Stay erxibIe andletgo
& AG42 &#KQ753 10.Ashamed (3-5) DOWN of things that have impeded your
® AK532 ®Q 11. Dhania (9) - 2. Putspressure onthe progress. Seek out new opportun-
¢52 ¢A84 12.Some measures (5) transport system (9) ities. Be ready to act fast.
*A9 2K642 14.Fairly big (7) 3. Youngreporter
SOUTH WEST  NORTH  EAST 15. Lessen the value (7) removed lice from the MONDAY MAY 18: Thisis a year
14 pass 34 pass 17. Of a firm mind or cell (7) of service, perhaps service to
24 pass 4o pass firmly in place (4,3) 4. Instrument noted family. Take care of yourself so
ANT pass 54 pass 19. Gnarled (7) for precision (6,4) you can be a resource for those
T& pass pass pass 22'Bungle (5) ?' Cﬁpltal irllvestment whoturnto you for guidance,
West leads the queen of diamonds. Plan the play. igvgggg’t;tg%lgslfsv(%s) 60.r &:ﬁ;ﬁ%gs form courage and comfort.
Thereis no hope |fs_pades are 4-0, no problem if 26.Tries (8 I 4 o
they are 2-2. Assuming spades are 3-1, declarer ‘Tries (8) i unru y.gangs( ), TUESDAY MAY 19: Thisis a year
will be able to setup along heart with a 4-3 27.0ne makinga 7. Boringnew dle'F of reflection. Take time to renew
break. Thus, South shouldtryto guard againsta speech ? (6) going round America your spiritual beliefs. Explore phil-
3-1spade split combined with a 5-2 or worse 28. Involuntary (7) hies that ai bett If.
heartsplit. In such circumstances, the only muscular contractions 8. Alcohol and tobacco 0S0phies that give you better se
chance s for a club-heart squeeze, and South (6) 25.Chooses or selects 14.A flying start for an -they can get a grip on awareness anq getyou C|939r to
must manage his entries carefully to prepare to 29.Emptied of air (8) 4) impersonation ? (4-3) you, we hear (5) the true meaning of your life.
bring this about. 15. First course once 13. Which Scottish
THE WEST HAND: DOWN CRYPTIC CLUES particular to London country dance makes WEDNESDAY MAY 20: This year
49109874 ¢ QJS Q1083 3. Fundamental reason ACROSS (3-4) Lola repent? (10) you reap the benefits of your hard
THE EAST HAND: (9) 17. Step between age 16.A French lover work. It's a year of major decisions
4108 @S #K10973 #QJ75 3. Pressingtoremove 1. Manyofthewealthy  limitslikeagreat formerly quoted as and accomplishments. Seize op-
The correct line is to win the diamond ace, cash the the creases ? (7) not ‘packmg the dancer (7) ) ) lacking enthusiasm (9) portunities. Expect acknowledge-
king and queen of spades and (assuming a 3-1 4. Provokes wonder admirable fellow (8) 19. Contorts in pain 18. A little laser ment, awards and kudos.
spade split) the queen of hearts, enter dummy with (10) 6 Reas‘?n Why you stir from legffﬂ document treatment makes her
the spade ace and cash the top hearts, discarding 5. Largebird (6) itround 1ps@e (6) he’s received (7) really attentive THURSDAY MAY 21: Thisis the
diamonds. If hearts do not break favourably, de- 6. Rogues (4) 9. Bandjoshin’onthe 22.How tothrash a (3,4) final year of a nine-year cycle. Let
clarer ruffs dummy's diamond. This will trump 7. Musical toy (7) radio (6) swimming mammal (5) 20.Down at heel Italian : le. ol dthi ’
squeeze an opponent who started with five or ' 10.Dreadful body Mick ~ 24.Chief support for go ofpeople, places and things
more hearts and four or more clubs. Your problem 8. Because of (3,2) . . 00Ty : Db port (7) that have held you back. It’s time
' i discovered inbigwhale  gettingspliced (4,5) 21. Letters, first and last :

for the week: Dealer: South Vulnerable: East/West 13. Flaunting or . ’ ) , to do some internal and external

boasting (7,3) (4.4) , 26. Completely out of in severe uncertainty h leani
NORTH SOUTH 16.Battery pole (9) 11. Old magistrate port and unable to 6) el e
4 A53 4KQJ109 18.Varies (7) favouring criminals, explain why? (3,2,3) 23.Torment all round R
®A109 5432 20.Seedless raisin (7) dull atheart (9) 27. The long version by way of greeting FRID;\ WL — T(;"Sdls djEEl G
46432 ¢ AK 21.Stopped temporarily ~ 12-Adoptanattitudeto  lacks nothingin (5) new beginnings ana adventures.
*864 #A5 or hesitated (6) keep one’s composure  duration (6) 25.Is not curtailed in kesp your eyes openfornew ap-

23.Cessation (5) () 28.Five hundred over broken tins (4) portunities and be ready to take
SOUTH  WEST NORTH  EAST action. What you do now will bring
(£ pass INT pass great benefitinthe future.
2e pass 2e pass SOLUTIONS TO 2581 QUICK CLUES ACROSS: 1Ice-bag, 5 Operated, 9 Swimsuit, 10 Thatch, 11 Transition, 12 Less, 13 Measures, o
INT pass 4ep pass 16 Submit, 17 Stoles, 19 Believes, 21 Disc, 22 Oireachtas, 25 Malice, 26 Assisted, 27 Weighted, 28 Noodle DOWN: 2 Cower, 3 SATURDAY MAY 23: Thisis a
pass pass pass pass Boman, 4 Gaudier, 5 Outfits, 6 Extents, 7 Available, 8 Excessive, 14 Extricate, 15 Selecting, 18 Slowest, 19 Barmaid, 20 Liaison, 23 slow-paced year. Take time tore-

Spade deuce, three, seven, jack. Heart three,
six, nine, jack. Spade eight, king, four, five. Heart
four, seven. What now?

JUMBLED WORDS

Has to, 24 A bell CRYPTIC CLUES ACROSS: 10Ild hat, 5 Pan-human, 9 Corvette, 10 Tiddly, 11 Catching up, 12 Rigg, 13 Villages, 16
Opener, 17 Puzzle, 19 Beta rays, 21 Verb, 22 Good looker, 25 Meaner, 26 Stinging, 27 Stashers, 28 Hunger DOWN: 2 Loofa, 3
Havoc, 4 Titling, 5 Pledges, 6 Not a pro, 7 Underwear, 8 Allegheny, 14 Inurement, 15 Lazybones, 18 Engorge, 19 Browses, 20

Tallish, 23 Organ, 24 Ernie

juvenate. Focus on business and
relationships. Concentrate on
what brings you happiness.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 5s | (@) |
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make INSTIRUCTIdOlTS 2 _ 1 % 1 . 7 . 2|8|9 | 46 : 9 _ 3
proper words and move them to the respective circles below. To solve a Sudoku 118 4 e 6/3/5(2/11719l4]8
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the — ??jgﬁ;ﬁ;’fggéitg om | S . | |
answer for the given quip.

, . 8 AHip E:l) each of the nine vertical 4 6 8 .- 9 8/4|56/3|12/7 1
It'seasiertoputon____thanto carpet the whole world - e colmie. i cndholihe 5 2 9 (@) B 9 7 4 2 5 1 3 E
Al Franken (8) - nine horizontal rows | | = " | !

R_FFIX LIVERY % and in each of the nine 8 5 C?) 3 5/6|1/8(9]|7|2|4
N 3 g , boxes. - | - - il -l el
B | oS & = 706 3|2 z | |[4[2/1]7[3]6]5/8]9
SUN'S : EILTPP a DIFFICULTY LEVEL . | 2 . | _l"r { J | E‘ . |: 2 | 4 | g E | S | 8 3 . 1 | ?
s T v i 1s =Very easy; 2s = Easy; -
....I' , . I “ 3s=Medium; 4s = Hard; ! ? g 3 8 | e ? 1 3 942 855
us)ueld|y - 5s=Very Hard; Q 3 8 5681371114 _ 9 2

p|iom ajoym ay3 1odied 03 ueyy staddiys uo ind 0y Ja1sea s 3 :YyIMSNY
a|ddi] ‘AjuaA ‘snuls “JaxI4 :SNOILNTOS

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section 82 Cr. P.C. / 84 BNSS

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Raju @ Raj Kumar S/o Ram Kishore R/o H. No. B-T08,
Madanpur Khadar, Delhi has Commitied (or is suspected lo
have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 04/2016 Ufs
354/354D/506 IPC, P.S. Kalkaji, Delhi and it has been returned
to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Raju
{@ Raj Kumar cannol be found and whereas il has been shown Lo
my satisfaction that the said accused Raju @ Raj Kumar has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant).

Proclamation Is hereby made that the said accused Raju @ Raj
Kumarof case FIR No. 04/2016 U/s 354/354D/506 IPC, P.5.
Kalkaji, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer

the said complaint on or before 25.06.2026.
By Order
Dr. Neha Saini
Judicial Magistrate First Class (Mahila Court)-02
Sourth East District, Room No, 507

DP/6424/SE/2026 (Court Matter) Saket Court Complex, New Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 84 BNSS)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Krishna Kinna S/o Durga Prasad R/o H.No. 111-
112, Pitampura, Rani Bagh, Outer Distt., Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No./CC
Mo. B0034309/2024 U/s 380/454 IPC, PS Rajinder Nagar,
New Delhi and it has been returned to a Warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused personis) Krishna
Kinna can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused person(s) Krishna Kinna has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused person{s) Krishna Kinna of FIR No./CC No.
80034309/2024 U/s 380/454 IPC, PS Rajinder Nagar, New
Delhi is required to-appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before dated 06.08.2026 at 10:00 AM.
By Order
Ms. Preeti

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03
Room No. 150, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/6098/CD/2026
{Court Matter)

6s = Genius

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
person Namely Sahil@Sameer S/o Shahid@Anf Rfe JuggiNo. 1. K
Block, New Seelampur Delhi has commitied (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in FIR No. 387/2023 W/s 380/411/ IPC
P3S: Krishna Nagar, Delhi, and it has been returned to a warrant
of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Sahil@Sameer
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Sahil@Sameer has absconded
{or is concealing himself to avold the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Sahil@Sameer

accused ofted (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in

FIR No. 387/2023 U/s 380/411/IPC PS: Krishna Nagar, Delhi,

5 required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 03.10.2026.

By Order

Sh. P. Bhargav Rao

DP/6197/SHD/2026 JMFC-05, Room No. 3 Second Floor

(Court Matter) Karkardooma Court, Delhi

L]

L [ |
OF ACCUSED PERSON

SEE SECTION 84 BHARTIYA NAGARIK SURKSHA SANHITA

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that
accused persons namely Jafar Sio Zan Mohd Rio H.No.
235, D-Block, SRI Ram Colony, Khajuri Khas, Delhi have
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
under FIR No. 453/2023 U/s 27/61/85 NDPS Act., has been
registered at P.S. Kashmere Gate, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arresl there upon issued that the
said, Jafar cannot be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said, Jafar has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Jafar
of FIR No. 453/2023 U/s 27/61/85 NDPS Act., registered al
P.S. Kashmere Gate, Delhi is required to appear before this
court to answer the said complaint on or before 01.07.2026.
By Order

Mr. Vaibhav Garg

JMFC-11 (Central), Room No.138
1* Floor, Tis Hazarl Court, Delhi

DP/6396/N/2026
{(Court Notice)

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

"SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL"

Sashastra Seema Bal solemnly pays tribute to the
braveheart Shri Rohini Chandra Roy, SFA (Vety) of
10th Bn SSB, who made the ultimate sacrifice in the
line of duty.On this day, 16 years ago, he attained
S" martyrdom in a tragic IED blast triggered by Naxals
Sdlwhile traveling on the Dantewada-Sukma highway
in Chhattisgarh. His unwavering courage, steadfast
dedication and supreme sacrifice in service of the
Nationwill always be remembered with deep pride
and gratitude.

Shri Rohini
Chandra Roy,
SFA (Vety)
17th May, 2010

UJVN LIMITED

H.Q.; “UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2763508

CIN No. U40101URZ00MN5GC02586E6 Website: www.ujvnl.com
Latter Mo: 420 Time Extension-| Dafe: 18/052026
Due o some unavoriable reasons the crlical dates against the
T.No.0FEE(M)RPS/2026-27 Invited by the office of EE(M). RFS.
Kalagarh, are hereby extandead as follows,
Last Date/Time for downloading oftender documents :29.05 2026
Last date for receipt of tender ; 30.05.2026 up to 16:00 hrs
Date of opening : 01.06.2026 from 15: 30 hrs
Farfurther defails, kindly log on fo hitpl www.ujvnl.com

Executive Engineer (M

“*AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Gr.P.C./ 84 Bharatiya Naparik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Krishna, S/o: Ravi, Rlo: H.No. B-4/133,
Sultanpuri, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in FIR No. 255/2017, U/s:
324/506/34 IPC, Police Station Subzi Mandi, Delhi and
it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused Krishna cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said accused Krishna has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Krishna of Police Station Subzi Mandi, Delhi is
required to appear before this Courl to answer the said
complaint onor before 08.07.2026. By Order

Ms. Preeti Rajoria
JMFEC-07, Central, Room No. 32,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/6403/N/2026

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C

Whereas complaint has been made before me thal accused person,
namely, Ravi Kumar@Ravi Sharma, Punjab Milk Product, At: H-11,
Karampura, Mew Dethi-110015 has committed [or is suspected 0 have
committed) the offence in CC NO. 543831/2016, U/s 138 NI ACT,
registerad at P.5.: Prashad Nagar, New Delhi, and the warrant has been
returned writing upon that the said accused person. Ravi Kumar@Ravi
Sharma, cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
salisfaction that the said accused person, Ravi Kumar@Ravi Sharma,
has absconded (or 15 concealing himself to avold the service of the said
warrant). Preciamation is hereby made that the said, accused person, Ravi
Kumar@Ravi Sharma, CC NO. 543831/2016, U/s 138 NIACT, registered
at P.S.: Prashad Nagar, New Delhi, is required o appear before this court

to answer the said complaint on or before 21.09.2026 By Order
Sh Arvind Tomar, Ld.

Judicial Magistrate First Class(NI Act)-07
Central District, Court No 507

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/6384/CD/2026
(Court Matter)
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*YOUR WEEKAHEAD

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): This is the perfect ‘choose your
adventure’ day. Take a short trip. Enjoy schmoozing with
friends, siblings and neighbours. Learn something new.
The feeling is festive and people are friendly. Get out and
have some fun. This Week: Get cosy at home.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): You are the financial wizard of
the zodiac, and although today is afun day, you also have
one eye on your finances. You might find or lose money
today. Protect what you own against loss, theft or damage.
This Week: Strong energy for sports and work.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): This is an upbeat day full of
fun opportunities. However, you're a bit restless. Be careful
to not leap without looking. Impulsive actions will be
tempting. This Week: Impulsive shopping for things.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Today is a bit restless. You
are waiting for the other shoe to drop. Althoughiit’s a play-
ful, social day, your ambition is aroused and you might

choose to work and get things done. Your call. This Week:
Buy yourself wardrobe goodies.

B

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Thisis a lovely, playful day. You
make a great impression on everyone. A friend might sur-
prise you or you might meet someone who is unusual.

Charitable groups might interest you. This Week: Your
ambition is aroused. Go after what you want.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Today you're eager to do
something different. Travel or be a tourist in your own city.
Meanwhile, relations with parents, bosses and authority

figures are a bit unpredictable today. This Week: Schmooze

andtravel.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Travel plans might be inter-
rupted. An unexpected flirtation with someone ‘different’
also might occur. Be patient with partners. This Week: You
impress authority figures.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 -NOV 23): Because you need more
rest this month, this could be the perfect day to sleepiin.
The vibes are sociable; nevertheless, double-check bank-
ing and shared property, because something unexpected
might occur. This Week: Travel and learn.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Sports events might
catch your attention. You've got a lot of energy to socialise
and have fun today. Be aware that a partner or close friend
might do something that surprises you. Stay on your toes.
This Week: Hard work yields productivity.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Something unexpected
might impact your work and health. Pet owners should
know this is a mildly accident-prone day. Keep an eye on

things. Having said that, this is a playful. This Week:
Relations with others are warm and friendly.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB19): Thisis a positive, upbeat
day. However, there’s a mild accident-prone influence for
your kids, so keep your eyes open. Meanwhile, social activ-

ities will be spontaneous. Double-check your plans.
Increased activity and chaos at home.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Your home routine might be
interrupted today. Small appliances might break down.
Nevertheless, you're in a friendly frame of mind. There’s a

festive energy in the air. This Week: Socialise. Enjoy

fun getaways.

E-Tender Mo.- 342650714 Date:- 15052026
HOTICE OF INVITING E-TENDER
Sr.OMM, DRM Ofice, Bikanar, aclng for
and on behal of Tha Prasdent of Inda
Ewvias E-Tender Noo 342650714 Chosing
dlate D8.06_2026 al 14.25 hrs, Badders will
be abde bo submil thesr ariginalrevisad bids
up 1o closing date and Eme oaly, Manual
offers are mot allowed against this tandar
and any such manwesal offer received shall
be ignored. 1. Description of Work:
Supply, Installzton & Commissioning of
IoT Based waber lewel indicator System
With &-5IM for Owerhead Wabsr Tank &
Underslung VWater Tank az per RODEO
Specification [5/RDSC-CEIO002:2025
with latest rew. 2. Quantity: 1039 Nos
1. Date and tme for submisalon of
tencher: Submission of E-Tender up to
08.06.2026 at 14,25 hra, 4, Websile
Partlcular: wwonireps govin - 730-PHIZE
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER HOTICE FOR
MECHANICAL WORK YEAR 2026-27
NIT Mo, B7/2026-2T7 - CW
1. Hame of work, location & Perlod:
Design, Supply, Inslallation, Testing &
Commisslaning of complete Fire Fighting
syslem al Jodhpur, 2. Approx. cost of the
work: ¥ 33,97 801.10/-, 3. Earnest
money o be deposited: < 63000/
4. Date and time for submission of
tender and opening of tender: On
05.06,.2026 Ll 15:30 hre. through
E-lendenng onling submission on IREPS,
Tender will be opered soon after, website
particular and notice board location
whare complate datails of lander can ba
szan et httpadiwwe treps. gov.in CEW
JU Molice Board. NOTE: The cffer can
anty ke accepied through E-Tendering on
s webisife of hlips e ireps. govanl,
Offer in any other form will nof be
accepled, The lendarerbidders mus!
hawve Class-lll Dégital Signature Certificala
& must be reglster on IREPS paortal, Onlky
registered tendererfbidders can
participate on e-Tendering, All rebevant
papar must be uploaded at the time of
parficipating In e-Tendering

T21-PH26

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Folkrs u=z an ) £ O WWRaitays B NWRallways_

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

DIVISIONAL OFFICE, AJMER
Ho. WA/E-Tender/07/2026 Dated:
15.05.2026
Foltowing E-tenders ars invited by DRM
Engg.i NWRMAjmer at 15.00 Hrs. on the
menbonaed date, 1, Tender Mo, S8/2026
Name of work: ADEMN - FALNA Sub
Division : Zone No, 12 (2028-27 and 2027-
28} - All Repairs & Maintenance and
Sanitary Works in Staff Quarters batween
Bhinwallya to Plndwara Section
Approximate Cost: Fs.1.43577 114,36,
Earnest Money: Rs. 2,87 600,00, Tender
Closing Date: 27.05.2026; 2. Tander No.:
5252026, Mame of work: ADEN FALMA
Bub Divislon © fone Mo, 13 {2006-27 and
2027-28) - All Repairs & Malnienance and
Sanitary works |In Service Bullding
batwean Bhimaaliva to Pindwara sechon
Approximate Cost Rs. 1421203872,
Earnest Money: Bz 2,84 300,00, Tender
Closing Date: 27 05,2026, 3. Tender No.:
G2026, Name of wark: ADEMN Abu Road
Sub Division: Zone Mo, 14 (2026-27 and
2027-28) - Al Repairs & maintenance and
Sanitary works In staff Quarters at Abu
Foad Station. Approximate Cost: Rs
3.32,09,205.28, Earnest Money: RHs
B 64,200 00, Tender Closing Date:
2905 2026; 4. Tender No.: 61/2025 Mame
of work: ADEMN Abu Road Sub Dhviason
Zong Mo, 15 (2026-27 and 2027-28) - All
Répairs & maintenance and Sanilary
works in staff Quarters bebweean Pindwara
to Karjoda {sxcluding Abu Road).
Approximate Cost: Rs, 1,34 650 68676
Earnest Money: Rs. 2,69.600.00, Tender
Closing Dale: 29.05. 2028, 5. Tendar No.;
B22028, Name of work: ADEN Abq Road
Sub Division : Zone No. 16 (2026-2T and
2027-28) - Al Repales & malntenance and
Sanitary works in all servics Bulldineg wnder
ADEMABR |urisdiction incudmg ORH -
paaches, Holiday Home & Staf
Accommodation at Mt Abu Bul excluding
Oigsel Shad, Approximate Cost: R=
3.2T7.26,102.28, Earnest Money: Rs
6,54, 50000, Tender Closing Dalte:
28.05.2026; 6. Tender Mo.: 5312026,
MName of work: ADEM Abu Rosd Sub
Divislon; Sone Mo 17T (2026-2T and 2027-
28} - All Repalrs & mamnienance  and
Somlary works in Dhesael Shed (Shed,
offices & Storeas eic] at Abu Road
Approximate Cost: Rs. 24 12 544 .00,
Earnest Money: Rs. 48 300,00, Tender
Closing Date: 29,05, 2026, 7. Tender No.:
B5Z026, Nama of work: ADEN/ABLY
ROAD Sub Division - Supply of potabla
waler through contractor's road tankers at
various Level Crosaings, staff quarters &
stations in jurisdiction of ADEM Abu Road
(lor the period ol 24 months, )
Approximate Cost: Rs 40, 35.200.00,
Earnest Money: Rs. 80 30000, Tender
Closing Date: 01 06.2026; 8. Tender No.:
FE2028, Mame of work: Ajmer Division -
Exlenszion of DFC Side pedesinan subway
al Faina, Ram, Somesar railway slaton
Approximate Cost: Rs. 11,18.13.653 .45,
Earnest Money: Rs, 22.36 300.00
Tender Closing Date: 30.05 2026:
9, Tender No.: 49/2026, Namea of work:
Ani-Repairs o road approach pathway of
staff quarters & bungalows in Fam Ganj
colany, Hazarl Bag colony, Jones Ganj
colony, Beawer road el under
SSEMNISOUTH! AJMER Jurisdiction
Approximate Cost: Rs 723118578,
Earnest Money: Rs_ 1,44 &00.00, Tender
Closing Date: 27 052026, 10. Tender
Ho.: 5212026, Name of work: AJMER
Long Mo, 07 [2020-27 & 2027-28) - All
Type of repairs & mainlenance work
Residantial buitding i.e in staf irs. and
Bungalows for chil works in the area of
SSEMYNarth Almer jurisdiction
Approximate Cost: Bs 39893 8957 30
Earnest Money: Rs. 7.57 90000, Tendar
Closing Date: 08.06.2026; The detailed
infermation of the abowe tender is availabla
on websile www ireps.govin and Tender
Motice Board of DREM O ce, MWE! A jmer
T25-PHI26
Frlicaww us on [l B DWW Rallways Bl WWR S eays
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Theflaw

INTHE GRIP

Batting coach Zubin Bharucha on how a subtle flaw in
Rishabh Pant’s bottom-hand grip is costing him runs,
control — and a place in India’s white-ball plans

Lalith Kalidas
New Delhi, May 16

TWO MONTHS ago, Rishabh
Pant was sweating it out in
Chennai's pre-season IPL heat.
There was reason to be con-
cerned. His stocks in India’s
white-ball set-up were at an all-
time low — he was nowhere
near the T20 World Cup-win-
ning squad, and his last ODI
appearance was in August
2024. No longer India's first-
choice wicket-keeper in white-
ball cricket, Pant arrived look-
inglighter, sharper. Interacting
with Yuvraj Singh in Mumbai
before the season, he stressed
the finer points — bat swing,
shape retention, clarity of
shots. The intent was to force
his way back in.

Two monthson, in Chennai
last Sunday, Pant was frozen by
a Jamie Overton delivery that
rushed him in the crease. The
Lucknow Super Giants skipper
wasbowled for 15, dropping the
momentum built by Josh Ing-
lis’s 33-ball 87. A cluster of
wickets followed. LSG finished
at203 and fell short. After eight
defeats, Pant has also run out of
excuses to explain his team's
rut.

The Overton dismissal ex-
posed aweakness now extend-
ing to his defensive game —
long considered a hallmark in
Test cricket. Asthe ball skidded
in towards off-stump from over
the wicket, Pant’s bat failed to
cover theline. Inside edge back
onto the stumps.

Renowned batting coach
Zubin Bharucha explains the
crippling side-effects of Pant's
technique. “The dismissal
against Overton is because of
the inability to close the bat
face. He should have played
with the full face, but that's
really tough with this bottom-
hand grip. Hence, the inner
edge. The bottom hand is also
off the handle during impact.”

His wrists are no longer in
sync. The bottom hand — left,
for Pant — works against the
flow of his top hand. The ef-

« PANT'SSCORING AREAS
SINCEIPL2025

51(37)-10%
SR:138

82(44)-
16%
SR:186

126(61) -
24%
SR:207

LEG SIDE
322(180)
SR:178.9

63(38)-12%
SR:166

| 52(42)-10%

30(70)-6%
SR:43

50(39)-
10%
SR:128

66(52) -
12%
SR:127

OFF SIDE
198 (203)

SR:124 SR:97.5

fects have seeped into multiple
layers of his game: the falling
scoops, the flicks and ramps
that go one-handed, a pro-
nounced deterioration in his
off-side game. All of it traces
back to one subtle slip — the
angle of his grip on the bat
handle.

By convention, the thumb
and index finger form a ‘V’
downtheback of the handle —
the foundational starting point
when picking up a bat. Pant
overextends this coil on his
bottom hand, and the prob-
lems multiply from there.

“Pant’s grip is over-rotated
clockwise, past the back of the
bat where it should be, leaving
the bat face open on almost
every ball. He also can’t hold it
firmly enough, causing the bot-
tom hand to come off the
handle on most shots. This
means less power, which then
forces him to look for runs be-
hind the wicket as that's the
only option left,” explains Bha-
rucha.

Not only does the wrongly-
placed grip impede a full
swing, but Pant's bottom hand
is nearly absent at the point of
contact. “It’s not a backlift

issue. He has his own unique
way with a big follow-through.
Butyou can't do anything with-
out holding the bat properly. If
your hands are not functioning
together, there's no way you're
goingtoscorearun,” says Bha-
rucha.

Batting at three slots — No.
2,3 and 4 — across 11 innings,
Pant's strike rate languishes at
138.67, against a top-4 cohort
average 0f 16346 this season. A
blazing 32 not out off 10 de-
liveries against Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru last Thurs-
day was the only instance his
strike rate crossed 200. A rare
slew of off-drives and reverse-
ramps wowed the crowd —but
Bharuchaexplained the adjust-
ments Pant employs to stop his
bat flipping on contact.

“Even when he was smack-
ingitagainst RCB, he had toal-
most always make room to at-
tack the off-side,” Bharucha
says. “So you have to make all
sorts of adjustments to get that
bat face in the right place, and
it's super tough.”

The numbers confirm it.
The pull shot — relatively eas-
ier to execute — hasyielded
108 of his 520 runs since the

Pant's grip is over-rotated clockwise, past the back of the bat
whereit should be, leaving the bat face open on almost every
ball.He also can't hold it firmly enough, causing the bottom hand
to come off the handle on most shots.

ZUBIN BHARUCHA,RENOWNED BATTING COACH

« BALLS ON THESTUMPS GIVE

PANTBESTRETURNS

Runs (Balls)

Dismissals

Onthe legs/ down
the leg side

STRIKE
RATE

1439

2025 season, but with only a
56.5 control percentage; he
middledjust 39 of 69 pulls. The
slog — oxygen for any T20
batter — brought 22 runs for
two dismissals, with only one
in three deliveries middled.
Leg-side strokes that require
less precise contact — paddle

N
Onthe
, | | stumps

scoop (27.3% control), slog
sweep (50%) — have combined
for 86 runs.

According to Cricket-21
data, Pant’s overall control
stood at 66.7 per cent with a
128.3 strike rate after 50 games
this season — well short of the
top-4 cohort, who measured 73
per cent control.

The slipping control has hit
hisrecord against spin hardest.
Since last season, Pant has
scored 162 runs against spin at
a strike rate 0f 129.6 — a far cry
from the carnage he inflicted
on spinners at his peak be-
tween 2017 and 2019. Bharucha
traces the mental knock-on:
“When he knows he's not going
to clear long-off or long-on,
psychologically he is now
thinking, ‘ifT hitin the air
it's definitely not going

for six, so what do I
do?”
The dwindling op-
tions have left him
without a theme to
build an innings. Of his
nine dismissals this sea-
son, seven have come
within 12 deliveries.

The off-side has be-

come a specific hunt-
ing ground for
bowlers. Eight of his
nine IPL dismissals
this season have
come to deliveries
on off-stump or
wide outside off; 13

of 20 since last sea-
son. Nearly 62 per

1216

Outside the
off-stump

6 |19

Well outside

off-stump

132.3

cent of his 520 runs since last
year — 322 — have come
through the on-side at a strike
rate of 178. His entire off-side
output: 198 runs at a strike rate
of 97.5.

“It’s a miracle at this level,”
says Bharucha. “Everybody
has an off-side weakness, but
thisis not a weakness anymore.
People say corridor of uncer-
tainty and all this. This has no-
thing to do with uncertainty.
Thisisjust not being able to hit
aball.”

A faltering technique will
continue to afford him leeway
in Test cricket — devoid of ex-
pansive fields — where heis al-
ready India’s greatest six-hitter
with 94 maximumsin49 Tests.
The effects are magnified in
the gung-ho expanses of white-
ball cricket.

“Where he’s really flounder-
ingisthat he hasno control. As
soon as he connects the ball,
the hand turns. There's no-
thinghe candotosurvive that.
On a particular day, maybe his
handjust sits slightly better on
the handle, and he connects.
Sometimesit could work," rea-
sons Bharucha.

Power-packed left-handers
and wicket-keepers are now
storming India's white-ball cir-
cuits. Pant's range no longer
sets him apart. An erring tech-
nique could soon confine him
to one format — and perhaps
even begin to question his un-
disputed place in India's Test
set-up.

In Sooryavanshi’s shadow, Jaiswal looks to shine again

Lalith Kalidas
New Delhi, May 16

IN THE last three weeks, their
rivals have gathered steam or
unravelled altogether. The Ra-
jasthan Royals have been doing
neither — two appearances on
the field, two defeats, and a fort-
night of enforced stillness in be-
tween.

The extended breaks have
been unkind. After the bowlers’
profligate returns undid a 225-
run defence against Delhi Capi-
tals, the batters imploded in a
similarly hefty chase against
Gujarat Titans in Jaipur. More
of the same, and their playoff
hopes begin to narrow.

RR head coach Kumar San-
gakkara knows it. Speaking on
Saturday, he stressed the im-
mediate need for balance — for
the unit and its lead anchors.
He threw his weight behind
out-of-form captain Riyan
Parag and his deputy Yashasvi

Jaiswal, even as both have en-
dured alean run of late.

The league standings have
shifted considerably around
them, but Rajasthan's playoff
hopes remain intact. Starting
Sunday against Delhi at the
Feroz Shah Kotla, their top-four
chancesare in theirown hands
— three matches lined up
against sides that have
struggled for an identity all sea-
son.

“Sometimes during breaks,
overtraining is a problem.
Undertraining is also a prob-
lem. So, you've got to get the
balance right,” said Sangak-
kara. The focus between the
lengthy gaps, he said, had
shifted entirely off the field.
“Social activities, just conversa-
tions, talking about things
other than cricket. Alot of these
breaks have been about refo-
cusing, refreshing, keeping
those guys having fun.”

Much ofthat fun, and much
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Yashasvi Jaiswal has scored 315 runs at a strike rate of 157.50. p1i

of the concern, traces back to
one player. With 40 sixes and
440 runs, Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi has cast along shadow at
the top — long enough to ob-
scure Jaiswal, whose 315 runsin
11 innings look modest along-
side the 15-year-old's carnage.
Opponents have devoted
considerable time to one spe-
cific plan: get Sooryavanshi out

early.

“The talent is absolutely
scary, and we want to get him
out early, there's no doubt,"
Delhi Capitals assistant coach
Ian Bell said on match eve.
"When you play Rajasthan
Royals, he's the prized wicket.
You know the damage he can
doif he stayslong enough.”

In trying to match that

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

Sincetheir
association began
last season, Jaiswal
and Sooryavanshi
haveputon 917 runs
together at12.19 runs
per over, averaging
50perdismissal...

tempo, Jaiswal has found him-
self strangled. Hard lengths
and extra pace have undone
him four times in succession —
a faulty pull, a hook, a loose
flickto a Mitchell Starc full-toss
in the previous meeting be-
tween the sides. The cross-
batted strokes that have other-
wise exuded clarity have, of
late, cost him.

Sangakkara was un-
troubled. “Everyone focuses a
lot on Vaibhav because he's
young, he's exciting. He does

things other batters can't.
That's the same with a batter
like Yash. Iconsider him one of
those polished products that
you can bat anywhere. You just
know he knows how to score
runs. And I don't think there's
any notion of him playing sec-
ond fiddle.”

Since their association
began last season, Jaiswal and
Sooryavanshi have put on 917
runs together at 12.19 runs per
over, averaging S0 per dismissal
— the fastest-scoring opening
combination in the competi-
tion.

On Saturday evening, Jais-
wal was in the nets. A string of
firmer pulls and hooks soared
over the mid-wicket stands —
unhurried, deliberate, the foot-
work placed with care.

“Yashisverydeterminedto
get back out there,” said San-
gakkara. "Sometimes that
means doing well for yourself,
because it helps the side.”

KKR STAY ALIVE

Allen, Narine star as
Kolkata beat Gujarat

SYNOPSIS: Allen's
hands and Narine’s sKill
in his 200th IPL game
light up Eden; GT's chase
throttled despite captain
Gill’s 85 and Sudharsan’s
hurt pride.

Sayak Dutta
Kolkata, May 16

FINN ALLEN'S hands did the
damage. Sunil Narine’s 200th
IPL game produced the turning
point. Kolkata Knight Riders
beat Gujarat Titans by 29 runs
at Eden Gardens on Saturday
night to stay alive.

Allen’s hands

Finn Allen wanted to know
how NicholasPoorandid it. He
watched the West Indians and
found the answer in the hands.
“They’ve got this beautiful
flow," Allen told BBL broad-
casters once. “Ijust try to load
with my hands, keep my hands
high for aslong as I can, to get
as much power as possible.”

Kagiso Rabada, who has
taken more powerplay wickets
than any bowler this season,
went for 94 metres over long-
off in the third over. Then 92
metres over midwicket. Allen
treated both lengths with ident-
ical contempt. Rashid Khan
came on and was greeted with
three consecutive sixes - 85
metres, 84 metres, then a pull
over deep midwicket that
barely needed a follow-
through. Fifty off 21 balls.

In the sixth over, Allen
pulled Holder hard and flat to
long-on. Mohammed Siraj,
runningin, got fingertips, putit
down. Allenwason 33then. He
went for 93. Sai Kishore tossed
one up on the leg stump line,
Allen backed away for the
lofted drive, and the drift did
what drift does - followed him,
ballooned toRashid atlong-on.
Only four batsmen in IPL his-
tory have hit ten or more sixes
in an innings more than once -
Chris Gayle four times, Abhis-
hek Sharma and Vaibhav Su-
ryavanshi twice each. Allen
now joins them on two.

Raghuvanshi shines

Angkrish Raghuvanshi
watched Allen for a while. He
kept his singles, kept Allen on
strike, and waited.

When Allen departed, Rag-
huvanshi and Cameron Green
put on 108 together. Sundar
dropped Raghuvanshi at deep
square leg in the 17th over. Ar-
shad spilled Green at deep
backward square leg two overs
later. Raghuvanshi's fifty ar-
rived off 33 balls. Rashid's

eIPLtable
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wrong'un, dragged short, was
pulled over square leg for six.
Siraj, in the 19th over, was taken
for three sixes and a four - a
paddle, ashovel over fineleg, a
carve over cover. The reverse
paddle off the last of them,
usingSiraj's pace and floating it
over the keeper's head, was the
stroke of the innings. He fin-
ished on 82, his highest IPL
score. Green contributed 52.

Narine’s moment

Sai Sudharsan did not last
long. An ice pack on the left
elbow in the third over, and he
walked off - retired hurt, the
chase barely begun. Nishant
Sindhu came in instead, and
Sunil Narine, in his 200th IPL
game, got him first ball.

Shubman Gill and Jos
Buttler then set about the chase
together. They were watchful
through the middle overs — 62
runs between overs eight and
thirteen, the required rate
climbing quietly. Gill attacked
the spinnersin bursts: two sixes
off Narine in over six, two sixes
and a four off Anukul in over
nine, then 22 off Varun's 14th
over. But the acceleration came
afractionlate —Varun finished
with O for 47 and the equation
still demanded 71 off 24.

Narine found Gill at the mo-
ment it mattered most. The
sweep was on but the ball found
Anukul at the rope, who held
his nerve with feet just inside
the boundary.

Sudharsan returned and hit
53 off 28. Buttler reached 57 be-
fore Saurabh Dubey, in the 19th
over, produced two dots, a
wide, another dot, then Buttler
caught at the boundary. Forty-
one needed off seven balls.
Green ended it off the last ball
of the match, Tewatia caught
by Raghuvanshi.

BRIEF SCORES: KKR 247/2
in20ovs (Allen 93, Raghu-
vanshi 82, Green 52; Siraj
1/57) bt GT 218/4in 20 ovs
(Gill 85, Sudharsan 53*,
Buttler 57; Narine 2/26) by
29runs

Opener Finn Allen top-scored for Kolkata Knight Riders with 93

| from 35 balls against Gujarat Titans in Kolkata on Saturday. ap

Kohli calls out invasion of
privacy during practice

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

VIRAT KOHLI has spoken out
about his discomfort with
players being recorded by so-
cial mediateams of Indian Pre-
mier League franchises while
they are sharing personal con-
versations with other players or
in training sessions. The Royal
Challengers Bengaluru star
asked for there to be some
“streamlining” in terms of the
footage that IPL teams’ social
media units capturein order to
create viral moments.

Not comfortable

“You walk to practice and
you have six cameras following
you. It’s not a comfortable feel-
ingatall,” Kohlisaid onthe RCB
Podcast. “As a sportsperson,
youneed to have the ability and
the freedom to work on your
game in peace. If everything

youdois an opportunity tofilm
or display or to dissect, then you
are not being organic. I'm not
going to be able to try to do
things at practice which I really
want to do because I know to-
morrow if someone filmsitand
there are discussions on my
practice sessions... You judge
me on my performances dur-
ing the game, not during the
leadup. No one has the right to
judge me on what I'm doing in
terms of my preparation, the
things I'm trying in the nets.”
Kohli called for social media
units of teams to understand
what to record behind the
scenes and when to roll the
cameras. “I feellike there hasto
be more streamlining in terms
of understanding how much to
do, when to do, is the player
okay with being filmed at all
times. Those kinds of things
need to be taken into account
because it gets too much.”
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Parul clocks
second-fastest
Indiantimein
steeplechase

Parul Chaudhary finished
seventhinthe 3000m
steeplechase at Shanghai
Diamond League. FiLE

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 16

MIDDLE-DISTANCE runner
Parul Chaudhary ran the sec-
ond-fastest 3000m steeple-
chase race by an Indian
woman to finish seventh in the
season-opening Shanghai Dia-
mond League meeting on Sat-
urday. Parul, the national rec-
ord holder, clocked 9 minutes
12.84 seconds, slightly slower
than her personal best of
9:12.46.

The 31-year-old from Uttar
Pradesh was running her first
race of the season after the 2025
World Championships in
Tokyo and was up against a
field which featured Tokyo
Olympic champion Peruth
Chemutai of Uganda and
reigning World champion
Faith Cherotich of Kenya.

Parul started in the middle
running pack and maintained
a consistent pace throughout
the race. She remained in
eighth position till 2800m be-
fore producing a kick in the
final 200m to go past USA's
Lexy Halladay to finish
seventh and earned two points
in the race for Diamond
League Finals qualification.

Packed calendar

Parul has a packed calendar
in the 2026 season with Com-
monwealth Games and Asian
Games scheduled in the space
of one month. While a double
podium finish (in 3000
steeplechase and 5,000m) is
expected from her at Aichi-Na-
goya, the CWG will be a bigger
challenge given the presence of
African athletesin the middle-
distance events.

Parul is expected to race
next at next week's Federation
Cup in Ranchi.

It was a dramatic photo fin-
ish between Chemutai and
Cherotich in Shanghai on Sat-
urday. Chemutai, who took the
lead at around 1200m, main-
tained it thereafter but broke
into a premature celebration
that almost cost her the race.
Cherotich, whowas closely fol-
lowing the Ugandan got into a
sprint in the last 200m but fell
short by 100th of a second.

“IthoughtIhad won. Atthe
finish, I could see Faith's right
hand and I knew it was close. It
is special to win today. It gives
me confidence ahead of next
week when I race again in
Xiamen,” Chemutai said after
the race. The duo would com-
pete next week again.

* BRIEFLY

| FIRST BWF WORLD TOUR FINAL OF SEASON

Sat-Chi survive 82-min thriller

Indian pair defeated Malaysians Goh
and Nur 19-21, 22-20, 21-16, will play
Leo and Daniel of Indonesia next

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, May 16

COULD A sub-optimal, dis-
comfiting but essential Plan B
be deployed for awin?

That was the question posed
toSatwiksairajRankireddy and
Chirag Shetty throughout their
first set of the Thailand Open
Super 500. They lost the battle
19-21, but won the war, 22-20, 21-
16 for a 82 minute three-set
tussle that gave them their first
final of the season. Like lighten-
ing, the light of the win followed
the sound of noise of the past
fortnight.

Plan B implied, allowing
former World No.1s — now
No.9, Malaysians Goh Sze Fei
and Nur Izuddin to dictate the
opening moves like in a chess
game: the battle confined to
flat, fast net exchanges, where
the Indians would be starved of
lifts, to smash down. A taut,
tense front and midcourt war-
theatre, where the Indians
would necessarily need to de-
fend Goh's jump smashes if an
errant lift ballooned up.

Out of comfort zone

Out of their comfort zone, it
would also mean Satwik play-
ing front court, and Chirag
manning the back —an adapt-
ing measure that's necessary to
be trained for in contingencies,
but not ideal. Plan B, a self in-
flicted pressure-test started
badly — 9-15 down. But then
the Indians got past the criss-
cross maze where they had to
operate from a bending posi-
tion. Not quite crouchingtigers,
more like scrambling rabbits,
the two tall 6 foot upwards

shuttlers need to urgently
speaktoIndia's finest wrestlers
oreven Leander Paesto get that
front court attacking crouch-
squat stance right. But they
have worked hard enough on
the problem already and took 7
of the next 10 points by opening
upthecourtatadtoreach16-18.
Chirag's round the head there-
after didn't connect, and Sat-
wik, not very sharp on the day,
watched the tape return the
shuttle on his court. 19-21, the
first set was lost.

But Satwik-Chirag have not
reached World No.1 (they are
No.4 currently), by giving up.
Problem-solving is now sec-
ond-nature to them and their
coaching team, which astutely
had Manu Attri, achameleon of
a front & back court former
Olympian, a Meerut man who
properly understands the Ma-
laysian-Indonesian way of
front court sorcery, along with
coach Tan who can untangle
the flat-exchange gameplan.

Early in the second set with
the Indians still grappling with
the stock Malaysian model, at
4-6 down, Satwik-Chirag went
on a 5-point surge.

Dipping the shuttle to dis-
rupt the parallels, they starred
forcing lifts out of Goh-Nur. It
really isall that the Indians need
todrop the defensive cloak and
toggle to attack. It went to16-16,
but Chirag was breaking the
shackles. He even reviewed a
faulted serve and won.

His childhood coach Uday
Pawar had once told Chirag
bluntly that even if the duo
were getting better at defense,
they must not push it, and pre-
tend they will win matches on

to enter Thailand Open final

) HSBC =

Satwik-Chirag reached their first final of the season and will eye another title in Thailand. sabminToN PHOTO
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® Thisis thefirst final for the In-
dian duo of Satwiksairaj Ran-
kireddy and Chirag Shetty on the
BWF World Tour 2026. They have
previously won Thailand Open
twice backin 2019 and 2024.

retrieves.

By instinct, the Indians are
attackers, and must back their
strength. Satwik was erring on
lengths, but Chirag stayed
sturdy and smashed at every
opportunity to break away to
19-16. Nervy rallies followed to
20-20, but the decider was
earned when Satwik clutched
up with a brilliant tall flat cross
from backcourt.

Once released from the
chains of forecourt flats, the In-
dians were well on their way in
the third. Chirag, whose swivel
serve and 'Huudd' exhales are

reassuringly back, still logged a
high serve error,and alongrally
ended with net tape drama as
the shuttle clipped and
tumbled onto Malaysian side.

But the Indians had their
first final 0of2026, second intwo
years at Thailand. They have
won twice at Bangkok, and also
were crowned Thomas Cup
champions in the city.

While Chirag drew his moti-
vation from how well the In-
dians defended even after lift-
ing, and moved the Malaysians
around, Satwik explained why
the flat game played by shorter
playersistroublesome.It'sales-
son learnt the hard way from
losing to Minions early in their
career and to Aaron-Soh at the
Olympics.

"Malaysians and Indone-
sians always want to dominate
the net. They don't want us to
play back court. Goh-Nur had
theupper hand at the net that's
how they started first game.
They were controlling front
and mid court. They're quite

skillful with their hands at the
net and being short guys they
use net skills. We are tall and
need to bend, and play tight
shots to get there. For them it's
very easy... it's tactical," he told
the BWF.

Goh-Nur acceded that the
higher tempo the Indians
switched to, broke their back.
"They increased pace and kept
attacking. And put pressure on
us. And we cannot sustain that.
The attacking was too strong...
we couldn't overcome," they
told BWF. "Job not done yet,"
was Satwik's verdict to BWF,
while Chirag accepted, "Slowly
we are getting better, we are
playing well in patches."

The Indians play Leo Rolly
Carnando and Daniel Marthin,
Indonesian 24-year olds, who
they haven't faced since four
victories over them in 2023.
Marthin is a 6 footer himself,
and their speed and tricks will
be a challenge. But 'Working
Sundays'is what they play bad-
minton for.

Biggest Kolkata derby in years with ISL title on line

Rohit Mundayur
New Delhi, May 16

IT HAS taken six years but at
long last, the Kolkata derby
could actually be the match that
decides the Indian Super
League (ISL) crown, as opposed
to being just a marketing pitch
for the competition.

Going into Sunday's fixture
at the Salt Lake Stadium,
Mohun Bagan Super Giant and
East Bengal are level on 22
points, second and third on the
table respectively, after playing
11 games with the red and gold
brigade ahead on goal differ-
ence. Effectively, though, the
two Kolkata giants are the only
teams with a chance to win the
title — provided one of them
wins on Sunday - with current
league leaders Bengaluru FC
havingalready finished their 13
matches with 23 points. In es-
sence, it's the biggest Kolkata
derby - in terms of conse-
quence—inmanyayear. Bagan
having drawn their last two
matches in the heavily trun-

East Bengal players practising ahead of the Kolkata derby. airr

cated season has brought the
title race to an intriguing con-
clusion.

The first of those two draws,
against FC Goa, came after an
inexplicable break of 20 days,
which may have affected the
rhythm of Sergio Lobera'steam,
and the malaise continued in
their next game against an em-
battled Inter Kashi.

Rishabh Das broke his own national record. iis

Rishabh Das breaks 200m
backstroke national record

MAHARASHTRA
SWIMMER Rishabh Das
created history at the
Sydney Open 2026 by
becoming the first Indianto
clockunder two minutesin
the 200m backstroke event.
The youngbackstroke
specialist recorded a time of
1:59.84 in Sydney, improv-
ing his own national record

0f2:00.14 set earlier this
year at the NSW State Open
in March. Japan’s Hidekazu
Takehar won the event with
atiming of1:57.11, while the
United States’ Lee Se-bom
finished second in 1:57.27.
Australia’s Stuart Swinburn
claimed third place with a
time 0f1:58.04. Rishabh fin-
ished fifth overall. PTI

Sinner needs one
win to complete
Masters 1000 set

JANNIK SINNER played
through exhaustion and
maintained his focus over-
night tobeat Daniil Medve-
dev 6-2,5-7,6-4 when their
rain-delayed semifinal re-
sumed on Saturday to
extend his winning streak
to28 matchesand setup an
Italian Open final against
Casper Ruud. The top-
ranked Sinner is onevictory
away from becoming only
the second man after Novak
Djokovictowin all nine
Masters 1000 titles. Romeis
the only event in the Master
series - the biggest outside
the Grand Slams - that
Sinner hasn't won. Djokovic
won each Masters event at
least twice. Sinner had led
4-2inthethird set when the
match was suspended late
Friday. The Italian finished
off the match quickly when
play resumed on Saturday
again. AP

East Bengal have been in
comparatively better touch but
theytoo played out arather dull
goalless draw against Punjab FC
at home in their previous
match. Oscar Bruzon's side was
clearly second-best for much of
the outing, but Punjab couldn't
find the net.

Both Kolkata giants have
just one more match after Sun-

day's derby. If East Bengal beat
their arch rivals, they would
move to 25 points at the top of
the table. In that case, with
them having a superior head-
to-head record against the
Mariners, they will win the title
even with a draw in their final
game.

Mumbai City FC and Punjab
FC are also on 22 points after 12
matches, with Jamshedpur FC
and FC Goa on 21 and 20 re-
spectively going into their final
fixtures.

It has taken a long time for
the Kolkata derby to actually
mean somethingintheISL title
as East Bengal haven't really
been able to compete with
Bagan since the two sides be-
came part of the league. Bagan
have won nine of the 10 league
games between the two sides,
with the other one ending in a
draw.

However, that gap seems to
have narrowed recently. Bagan
won the IFA Shield final against
East Bengal only after a tie-
breaker and the Super Cup fix-

ture between them ended in a
draw.

Spanish coaches

Both teams have Spanish
coaches at the helm now. Bru-
zon played down Bagan's recent
slump, while makingsure notto
undermine his own side's
strengths.

“If we need to talk about fa-
vourites, it's clear that Mohun
Bagan hasthe advantage. Butif
we need to talk about perform-
ance, whichisour part, I'mcool,
I'm confident, I'm determined,
I'm excited, and I really believe
that our guys tomorrow can
play a good game, and take the
three points,” he Spaniard said
ahead of the derby.

Lobera, on the other hand,
said he would prefer to let the
football do the talking,.

“It'savery good opportunity
forustoshow everyone that we
canwin one trophy because we
are better than the opponent.
But on paper, everything is
amazing. It's time to speak on
the pitch,” Lobera said.

‘Semenyo’s wonder

strike helps Man City
Win FA Cup crown
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Antoine Semenyo scored in the 72nd minute. ASSOCIATED PRESS

Reuters
London, May 16

MANCHESTER CITY'S Anto-
ine Semenyo produced a mo-
ment of magic to win the FA
Cup on Saturday, a 1-0 victory
over Chelsea completing an
English cup double for Pep
Guardiola's side. Forward
Semenyo turned and deftly
back-heeled the ball past Chel-
sea goalkeeper Robert Sanchez
from an Erling Haaland crossin
the 72nd minuteto delight the
City supporters.

"Everything happened so
fast to be honest," Ghana's
Semenyo, who joined City in
January, told the BBC. "It came
straight to me and I had to im-
provise myself as quickly as I
can." "I have never competed
for trophies like this before, so
everythingis new tome. Hope-
fully, we can finish the job off."

The former Bournemouth
player's goal sparked what had
been a cautious game into life
with both sides having
chances in the last 20 minutes,
Rayan Cherki forcing a fine
save from Sanchez and team-
mate Matheus Nunes hitting
the post. City captain Bernardo
Silva, who is leaving at the end
of the season, described the vic-
tory as very special.

"It's really nice to finish this
way and maybe we can still
have asmall dream that we can
still fight for the Premier
League," the Portugal mid-
fielder said. City trail leaders
Arsenal by two points in the
titlerace goinginto thelasttwo

games of the season.

Semenyosaid: "ITdon't think
there will be much celebration
tonight - it is getting ready for
Tuesday."

City face sixth-placed Bour-
nemouth in the league on
Tuesday. Silva received the FA
Cup from Prince William and
raised it aloft alongside de-
fender John Stones, who is

also leaving the club, to wild
cheers from the sky-blue end of
Wembley Stadium. It was City's
eighth FA Cup triumph and

followed victory in the
League Cup in March, in what
could also be Guardiola's last
season after 10 years in charge.

But it was a seventh succes-
sive domestic cup final defeat -
the fourth in the FA Cup - for
Chelsea, whohadlooked tothe
showpiece match for some re-
lief after a turbulent season and
two managerial changes.

Enzo Fernandez, Joao
Pedro and Liam Delap all had
chances to score for Chelsea
but failed to find the target in
what for long periods was an
even, if unexciting, clash.

The London club's hopes of
European football next season
now look very slim, while their
American BlueCo owners
search foranew manager tore-
place interim boss Calum
McFarlane, who took over from
the sacked Liam Rosenior.

Rosenior lasted less than
four months following the new-
year departure of Enzo Ma-
resca, with Chelsea having
plunged down the Premier
League to ninth place.

Lewandowski to
leave Barcelona

Reuters
Barcelona, May 16

POLAND STRIKER Robert Le-
wandowski is set to leave Barce-
lona after four years at the club,
during which the 37-year-old
helped the club win three
LaLiga titles. Media reports
have said Lewandowski, whose
Barcelona contract expires this
summetr, has received offers
from Saudi Arabia, Italy and
the U.S. "After four years full of
challenges and hard work, it’s
time to move on. I leave with
the feeling that the mission is
complete," Lewandowski, who
has scored 119 goals for Barce-
lonain all competitions, posted
on Instagram on Saturday.
"Iwill never forget thelovel

received from the fans from my
very first days. Catalonia is my
place on Earth. Thank you to
everyone I met along the way
during these beautiful four
years." Barcelona paid aninitial
transfer fee of 45 million euros
($45.4 million) plus add-ons to
bring Lewandowski in from
Bayern Munich, where he had
scored 344 goals, winning eight
Bundesliga titles and the
Champions League. Lewan-
dowski topped LaLiga's scoring
chartswith 23 goalsin hisdebut
season, helping Barcelona cap-
ture their first league title in
four years. He was also Barce-
lona'stop scorer in the next two
LaLiga campaigns, scoring 27
goals in the 2024-25 campaign
to help the club retain the title.

e CHESS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS FINAL

‘I's 50-50’: Pragg weighs in on Gukesh vs Sindarov

Express News Service
Mumbai, May 16

AFTER DEFEATING Javokhir
Sindarov in a round 2 clash of
the Super Chess Classic 2026
tournament in Romania,
India’s Praggnanandhaa said
that the upcoming World Chess
Championship battle between
the Uzbek prodigy and world
champion D Gukesh will be an
evenly poised battle. Sindarov
hasbeen in rampaging formin
classical chess recently, scy-
thing through the Candidates
tournament in Cyprus last
month with an unblemished
record to secure his spot in the
world championship.

In fact, the defeat to Pragg
was Sindarov’s first in eight
months. The Uzbek prodigy’s
last defeat in the classical
format came in September
2025 against Bulgaria’s Ivan
Cheparinovinthe 3rd round of
the FIDE Grand Swiss 2025 at
home in Samarkand. Sindarov
went unbeaten at the FIDE

! World Cup in Goa and then the

Praggnanandhaa (R) against Javokhir Sindarov. LENNART 0OTES/GCT

Candidates tournament.

But while former world
champions Magnus Carlsen
and Garry Kasparov have firmly
installed Sindarov as the favour-
ite for the World Championship
against Gukesh, Pragg felt that
noplayer hasaclearadvantage.

When asked by ChessBase

India about who he thinksisthe
favourite at the upcoming
World Championship at the
end of the year, Praggsaid: “The
world championship is 6
months away. No one knows
what form they will go in. I
think it’s just 50-50. I don’t
think anyone is a favourite. It’s

just about who plays the best at
the World Championship that
will take it.”

Last month, when Carlsen
was asked who would win the
Gukesh vs Sindarov World
Chess Championship clash
during a Chess Party in Stock-
holm, he had named Sindarov
to be the next world champion.

“Atthe momentit’simposs-
ible not to say Sindarov but we
know anything can happen in
a World Championship match,”
Carlsen had said. “I am first of
all really curious astowhat Sin-
darov will do in the next few
months because he is very dif-
ferent from Gukesh. In the
sense that Gukesh has very ob-
vious weaknesses when it
comes to his understanding
and Sindarov does not. Heis a
lot more well-rounded.”

Kasparov had also backed
Sindarov to beat Gukesh.

“Compared to Gukesh, if
youlook at the games, Sindarov
lookslike the clear favorite. But
this match is a special format.
Gukeshisvery mentally stable,

able todefend any position and
find resources even in the worst
situations. Gukesh has match
experience, but for Sindarov,
this will be his first serious
match. Yes, it’s relatively short
— 14 games, we've played
longer games before — but it
will still be very interesting,”
Kasparov said in an interview
with St Louis Chess Club’s You-
Tube handle.

“Beating Sindarov is
suddenly agood thing. He’slost
a classical game after I don’t
know how many games! He’s
been in terrifying form. But I
thoughtIplayed quite decently
today,” Pragg told Saint Louis
Chess Club’s YouTube channel
after defeating Sindarow.

Playing with white pieces,
Sindarov resigned after 42
moves in a game where he was
trailing on the clock for long
periods, had less material from
asearly asthe eighth move, and
had a knight less on the board
from the 22nd move. The eval
bar also indicated that Pragg
had the edge.
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Amul Ice Cream
Happiness in every bite

Asli Aam Gold
80mL / 330*

Dark Frostik
70 mL / T40*

Epic Almond Gold
80 mL / ¥100*

Dark Chocobar
60 mL / T20*

Raspberry Duetz
60 mL /215*

Savour the refreshing range of Amul Ice Cream.
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Kashmiri Kulfi Rajasthani Kulfi Bombay Kulfi Frostik Gold Chocobar Mango Duetz Protein Protein Epic Choco

60 mL /T 20" 60 mL /T 20" 60 mL /¥ 25" 70mL /7T 45" Probiotic Gold Gold Coffee Bar Cola Bar Truffle
60 mL /T 25* 60 mL /T 20 60 mL / T 50° 60 mL /T 50* 80 mL / ¥ 50*
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Protein Asli Cola Rajbhog Kulfi Aamras Kulfi Epic Strawberry Epic Sugar Free Coffee Bar
Mango Kulfi 80mL /T 10* 60 mL /¥ 30" 60 mL /¥ 20" Twist Gold Sweetheart Punjabi Kulfi 60 mL /¥ 20"
4*60 mL / T 160* 80 mL /T 100" 60 mL / T 35* 60 mL / ¥ 25*
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‘I still haven’t arrived’

Swiss author Nelio Biedermann on tasting fame at 22 with Ldzdr,
handling praise and criticism and the silences in his family history
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Ashwiny lyer Tiwar
on how life can be

Romila Thapar, 94, on

her memoir, the battle
over History, and why
questioning remains

essentialto intellectual life™

Devyani Onial

ISTORY MAY be a con-
tested subject today, the
site of shrill debates and
ideological battles but
there are no signs of the
turmoil inside historian

Romila Thapar’s living room in south

Delhi’s Maharani Bagh. Her dachshund,

Bulleh, named after Sufi poet Bulleh Shah,

has quietened down after a few perfunc-

tory barks and all is quiet. Frames of tribal
art hang from the walls, on one cornerisan
unlikely series of her face photoshopped on
cutouts of snazzy cars. The artwork, she

says, were birthday gifts that her now 22-

year-old grandnephew — her nephew, con-

servationist Valmik Thapar’s son —
fashioned for her as a child with a passion
for cars.

Sitting on her red swivel chair, Thapar,
who turned 94 last November, talks
thoughtfully on her journey, one that also
chronicles that of the nation. The entwined
journey has resulted in the making of her
memoir, Just Being (Seagull Books, 2026),
a sprawling account of her life, memories,
the history and making of anation and the
pulls and strains of its lived reality.

“I was uncertain about writing them,
because I thought who would be interested
in reading about my life. Then I said I will
write them but 1 will have them published
when I'm dead, so that I'm not there to
answer questions, to face interviews! But
various people said tome, ‘don’t be silly and
don’t wait till you’re dead, publish them
now’,” says Thapar, who started writing
them during the Covid pandemic.

One of India’s pre-eminent historians,
Thapar is known for her seminal work on
early India and for being amongIndia’s his-
torians who took history out of its simple
narrative form to recreating the past by at-
tempting to explain its whys and hows.

Thapar’s interest in history came early
though her first love was botany. “It was
such fun to make drawings of flowers and
plants and even the occasional frog,” she
laughs. But in the end she chose history.

HAPAR WAS a school girl in Pune
I when India got Independence. As a
prefect, she was chosen to raise the
Indian flag and give a speech. “There was
a huge anticipation in 1947. Conversations
were largely on what is the kind of nation
and the kind of society that we are going to
encourage and try to form,” she says. Some
dreams came to be realised. “A few, but
really rather fewer than one had hoped, as-
suming that within the first generation of
Independence there would be substantial
changes. I think we were
movingin that direction but
somewhere alongtheline it
gotstymied. The bigchange
that took place in those
early years was when it was
decided to have adult fran-
chise,” says Thapar.

Thapar, meanwhile,
continued her educationin
various parts of India with
the family moving to
wherever her father, an
army doctor, was posted. As
a child growing up in Thal
Fort in North-West Frontier
Province, now Kknown as Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in Pakistan, she remembers
meeting Pathan women whose silver jewel-
lery seeded a lifelong love for rings in her.
Moving from one town to another, Tha-
par’s interest in people and places only
grew. Then her father got interested in
sculptures after seeing Chola bronzes at a
museum in Chennai.

“As a hobby, my father got very inter-
ested in the history of Indian art. He
started reading on it and it coincided with
the six-month gap which I had between

A university was seenas a
safc place that provided you
with answers to problems,
with explanations or
encouraged youin the
direction of finding
answers... but that
confidence has faded

ATHOME WITHTHE WORLD

Romila Thapar in her study at her residence in New Delhi

school and college. So, of course, he said
to me, you’re doing nothing, you may as
well read these books. In the beginning I
thought, this is terrible, as I won’t under-
stand what I'm reading. And then grad-
ually I developed an interest but it was
never really in art history as such, it was
always in ancient history,” she says. She
took up philosophy in college though,
finding it intellectually exciting and then
set off to the School of Oriental and Afri-
can Studies (SOAS) in London where she
found both history and freedom. Her
father had set aside some funds for her fu-
ture — either for her wedding or for an
education. She chose the latter.

Studying for a BA (Hons) in Ancient In-
dian History under the legendary Indol-
ogist AL Basham, Thapar later chose to do
her Ph.D dissertation on Ashoka, looking
to place him in the context of his times. It
was later published in 1961 as Asoka and
the Decline of the Mauryas.

“Professionally, when I started out, I
wouldn’t say history was an unlikely
choice, but it was a hesitant choice in
those days as history was treated as a nar-
rative of what happened. History was
learnt mostly by rote in my times in
school... But when we became teachers of
history and researchers of history, we were
much more interested in the new kinds of
questions that historians
were beginning to ask, such
as, if an event happens,
why does it happen and
how does it happen? And
the why and the how be-
come very fundamental
questions of history.”

y I \HAPAR’S RESEA-
RCH into early In-
dian history was part

of a movement that helped

establish history as a social
science. “One has to do
ancient history in order to
learn something about later history. This
notion of continuity was beginning to be
debated by historians at that time and it
threw up some interesting ideas. What con-
tinues? Why do some things just die out,
whereas others hang on and are present in
even writing of a much later period,” says

Thapar, who has authored over two dozen

books, including A History of India: Volume

1(1966), Early India (2002) and The Past as

Present (2017). She was awarded the pres-

tigious Kluge Prize by the US Library of

Congress in 2008.

Thapar’s
memoir, Just
Being,isa
sprawling
account of her
life, the history
and making of
anation

Thapar has grappled with questions
through her life, a trait she always encour-
aged in her students, first at Kurukshetra
University where she began her teaching
career in India, then at Delhi University
and later at Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU), where under the guidance of Satish
Chandra, Sarvepalli Gopal, Bipin Chandra
and her, the Centre for Historical Studies
came up. Thapar, who retired in 1991, was
subsequently appointed Professor Emerita
at JNU. The university has been in the
crosshairs of the government in recent
years. “It breaks my heart when I see JNU
in the condition in which itis now.Ifeel you
cannot build an institution which ranks
among the top institutions in your own
country and abroad, and then systemati-
cally breakitup, and more so intellectually.
There’s something peculiar about such an
attitude that I don’t understand. You may
be committed to an ideology, but surely
your ideology doesn’t need you to destroy
an institution?” she asks.

With the suppression of dissent on cam-
puses reshaping the very character of uni-
versities, Thapar reflects on what a univer-
sity really means. “A university was seen as
a safe place and it was seen as a place that
provided you with answers to problems,
with explanations. But in the US as well as
here, and in many other countries, which
have had this problem of their educational
institutions being maltreated, that confi-
dencethat people had that educational in-
stitutions will give you the answers, or en-
courage you in the direction of finding
answers, that confidence has faded out,”
she says.

In a world where even leading univer-
sities in the US are finding it difficult to
withstand pressure, how does one firewall
the world of ideas? “Well, the world of
ideas, of course, isaworld that is absolutely
necessary. It hastobeencouraged and cul-
tivated, because otherwise life becomes
worthless. But because it is soimportant, it
isequally necessary that there be extensive
discussion on what form the state should
take, what should be the agencies of society

which are the most productive. I mean,
take an example like caste. We all talk about
caste. But the point is that in a free society,
there are aspects of caste which really can-
not exist in contemporary times. You have
to faceinequalities of Indian society much
more frontally if you're going to be talking
about the modernisation of society. And
this is something which we’re not doing.”

flagin1947in aschool in Pune tothe

India of today, both Thapar and the
country have travelled a fair distance. In
the intervening years, history has become
asite of conflict and contestation, the past
being recalled often to validate and justify
the politics of the present. Thapar has often
been target — for debunking the colonial
segregation of Indian history as Muslim
history and Hindu history and for her stand
onthe Aryan debate.

As someone who lived through Parti-
tion and its bloody aftermath, does the po-
larisation of society decades later surprise
her? “What surprises me is that with all
these changes that have been going on,
there hasn’t been more public reaction to
what’s happening. It’s true that public re-
actionis stymied by the fact thatif you react
too publicly, you may be forced to be si-
lenced. Thisis abitlike colonial timeswhen
people were advised to be
quiet, and not talk about
certain topics. We may call
ourselves a democracy, but
I think that’s becoming a
misnomer now,” says Tha-
par, who declined the

FROM THE day that she hoisted the

saying she didn’t accept
state awards.

Thapar, however, has
not shied away from speak-
ing. Her book-lined study
that lies beyond the living
room and hosts old issues of
Seminar, the magazine her
brother Romesh and his wife Raj founded
in1959 and NCERT text books that she has
authored, bears signs of her intellectual ac-
tivity. From writing papers to delivering
lecturesto calling out the revision of history
text books, Thapar has ensured her voiceis
heard. But in a social media landscape
buzzing with theories about the past, how
does a historian deal with the constant
pressure to respond?

“As a professional historian, one tends
tomove away and say, all right, you do your
thing, just leave me alone to do my thing.
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It youremove large chunks
of history, then how do you
explain the presence of this
Padma Bhushan in 2005 IStory whichis visible in the
world you live in? How will
you explain why we are
surrounded by the Mughal
presence in northern India?

And you go on writing your history. Cur-
rently this is, in a sense, a limitation be-
cause this will not succeed in changing the
comprehension of the larger prevalent his-
tory. On the other hand, if one starts ques-
tioning what the social media is saying
about history, one will never get to write
any good professional history. One will just
spend all one’s time saying, no, you're
wrong and this is why you’re wrong. So,
many of us have taken a very conscious
decision that we will focus on professional
history and let the social media people go
on doing their own thing,. If they come our
way and we have to take a position, we’ll
take a position,” she says.

In her long career, Thapar has received
much acclaim and some criticism. Thapar
and other Marxist historians have often
been accused of academic gatekeeping and
not allowing other voices, especially those
from the Right, to come up. “That, I think,
is largely make-believe. Nobody ever
stopped anybody’s voice. We might have
said that some theories on social media
were not tenable. I mean, for instance,
there is one ongoing debate about whether
the Aryans were indigenous to India or did
they come from outside. Professional his-
torians, by and large, say that they came
from Central Asia, and they settled in a
wide geographical area. But according to
those writing in social media, the Aryans
are entirely indigenous, and that Hinduism
derives from Aryanism. And then when
evidence is required to support the claim
that they were indigenous, the evidence is
not forthcoming,” she says.

Lookingback, Thapar says she has few
regrets. Her days are now spent in reading,
some writing, listening to music in the
evenings, to songs of Talat Mahmood
among others, and meeting friends
and family.

Is there anything she would have done
differently? She answers after some reflec-
tion. “Icould have gone alittle moreintothe
kind of history that isbeing officially taught
today. Itis hard tounderstand why the Mug-
hal period was taken out of the curriculum
of Indian history but you are still calling it
Indian history. At one level, it is playing
around with history to make it suit a particu-
lar ideology. I think one could have done a
little more —one canstilldoit—in termsof
asking why this was necessary and discuss-
ing the reasons that are largely political. It’s
not enough that these major changesinthe
teaching of history can be made without
there being more discussion of its implica-
tions. The implications are very serious. If
you remove large chunks of history, then
how doyou explain the presence of this his-
tory which is visible in the world in which
you live? How will there be
an explanation of why we are
surrounded by the Mughal
presence in many parts of
northern India,” she asks.

Looking ahead, in addi-
tion to social media, his-
torians are increasingly
grappling with yet another
challenge in the shape of Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI). “Ar-
tificial Intelligence is going
to make it worse because
those whowill use Alwill use
it arbitrarily and put what
they wish into it. I am
anxious about Artificial Intelligence and
whatit’sgoingtodototheintellectual life of
this country, or any country. But it’s a tech-
nology that everybody will be usingand that
may make it less terrifying. I will hopefully
die before this technology becomes profes-
sional,” shelaughs. “But the questioniswhat
kind of knowledge will it spread — one has
tobe aware of the pluses and the minuses of
this new technology and that’s going to be
tough,” she says.

But then, Thapar has never turned her
back on a challenge.
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Reading
Theatre

In Centrestage, Ananda Lal emphasises on the
need to document theatrical trends, given the
ephemerality of the medium

Bishnupriya Dutt

ANANDA LAL, literary scholar and drama critic, in Cen-
trestage: Essayson Theatre, Indian and Intercultural,
brings together a diverse range of essays that adopt a
critical approach to writings and scholarship on theatre.
Lalis notinterested in intellectual nitpicking. Instead,
he encourages the theatre community to shake off
apathy towards academic literature and intervene in
corrective treatment.

Emphasising the need to document theatrical trends
— given its ephemeral nature — Lal talks about the
‘erowing incidence of interculturalism as more and more
people from abroad arrive either to engage in
collaborative productions or conduct research projects’.
But their ‘good intentions are not enough’, he notes. This
critical approach is most present in Chapter 8:
‘Interrogating the Academic Representation of India’,
where he points out incongruous mistakes and misrep-
resentations in arange of publications, including Guide
to Theatre and Illustrated History of Theatre among
others. Lal offers an alternative method for approaching
theatre practices with examples in topics ranging from
drama to histories of both colonial and postcolonial the-
atre aswell as the pedagogy of theatre through his per-
sonal experiences as the a professor of English in Jadav-
pur University.

Anentire segment is dedicated to interculturalism as
anew moment. Lal returns to its history through
detailed case studies of Peter Brooke’s Mahabharata.
Many of Lal’s essays have developed from his researched
introductions to various publications and translations of
plays. In Centrestage, they have been reworked to stand
alone and demonstrate his deep engagement with the
world of theatre.

Critical perspective is present throughout the book,
butis particularly visible in ‘Indian Drama in English’,
where he offers detailed archival
research of previously unearthed
material, specifically three key texts
from 19th century drama: KM Ba-
nerjea’s The Persecuted or Dramatic
Scenes, Illustrative of the Present
state of Hindoo Society in Calcutta
(1831), Michael Madhusudan Dutt’s
Rizia; Empress of India (1849-50,
1855), and a lesser known play
Kaminee (1874). Lal, on the trail of

AMAMUA LAL
Centreslage

CENTRESTAGE: the unknown author of Kaminee, G
ESSAYSON Ritchie, and the fragmented text of
THEATRE, INDIAN Rizia, discovers obscure sourcesin
AND family archives. He traces Ritchie’s
INTERCULTURAL family tree and possible lineage,
ANANDA LAL and collates an exciting narrative
Seagull without compromising on rigorous
181 pages academic research.

7699 The following chapters — ‘A Brief

Historiography of Modern Indian

Theatre’, with Rabindranath Tagore
at the centre, and ‘Political Perspectives: A Quartet from
the 1970s’, ranging from Utpal Dutt’s Barricade (1972) to
examples from the first phase of experiments with roots
and indigenous forms — are about a much later period
but maintain chronological coherence and cogency. The
section on Barricade unravels why some plays, because
of their agonistic politics, were never incorporated into
the nation’s history of theatre despite their popularity
and relevance. The other three, Jokumaraswamy (1972),
Charandas Chor (1975) and Pebet (1975) are excellent
examples of theatre representing regional identities.

Lalintroduces arange of new dramatic texts and produc-
tions from Kolkata that he categorises as socio-politics that
have women at the centre, focus on dramatist-director-
leaders and are post-pandemic. Writtenin alucid, non-jar-
gonistic way, the book is not only alook back at history but,
alsoin Lal’s gentle and generous style, arecovery of what is
positive while not shying away from valid criticism. He
delvesinto processes and personal interactions, which are
delightful toread, and recovers many of their artistic and
aesthetic values from denigration.

Not as a critique of Lal but following in his footsteps, I
ask a pertinent question: How can a publication, despite
itsgrounded and researched work, but with a distinct
regional slant and focus on urban Calcutta theatre, be
able to counter the macro histories that are emerging out
of the commercialisation of publication and neo-liberal
education and scholarship, when it is written without an
understanding of the material conditions of theatre
practices? The bookis animportant step towards a more
grounded scholarship on theatre but requires many
more such publications to transform into an academic
movement despite all odds. Reading it leaves one with a
will to redress the problems.

The writer is a professor of Theatre and Performance Studies at
School of Arts and Aesthetics, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi
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The reburial 0of 1956 Hungarian Revolution martyrs in 1989 in Budapest’s Heroes’ Square that marked the end of Communist rule in Hungary; (below) Nelio Biedermann

T think I still haven'tarrived

Swiss author Nelio Biedermann on tasting fame at 22 with his novel Ldzdr, handling praise
and criticism, and deciphering silences in his family history

AishwaryaKhosla

T 22, Swiss author Nelio Bie-
dermann has arrived. His
Ldzdr is among this year’s
most talked-about novels.
Written in German, now trans-
lated into 31 languages, it is a sweeping,
gothic family saga spanning three gener-
ations of Hungarian nobility: their gilded
wealth, complicity during the wars, dispos-
session under Soviet-backed Communist
rule and eventual exile. In avideo interview
from Zurich, Biedermann talks about writ-
ing the tome, being compared to Nobel
laureate Thomas Mann and deciphering
thesilencesin his family history. Excerpts:

You descend from Hungarian
nobility, much like the protagonists
of Lazdr. How much of the novel is
drawn from your own family and
what was the process of excavating
that historylike?

Itis hard to tell what is drawn from my
family and what is just fiction. But that
was also my aspiration — to create some-
thingwhere you couldn’t tell exactly what
is fiction and what is reality. The char-
acters are all fictional but the things they
experience are very close to what my
family lived through.

My grandmother used to tell these
stories over and over. For us children, they
were fairy tales and adventurous stories.
When I started writing, I soon realised I
didn’t know enough. So I went to Buda-
pest, where my great-uncle still lives, to re-
search and ask banal questions, such as
what they ate, how they dressed, to recre-
ate the atmosphere.

You wrote a gothic tale brimming
with magic realism and violence.
How did the childhood tales take a
dark turn?

Thatisagood question. It certainly was
not in the stories my grandmother used to
tell. But, may be, I always had a sense of

this darkness in the family story, because
as I grew older, I realised it wasn’t as easy
as she made it seem. There is this horror
not only in the century but also in the
families themselves. My great-uncle has
this small archive, a family biography
going back a long time. I was astonished
to see how many ancestors committed sui-
cide. So that darkness certainly existed. I
was also probably influenced by ETA Hoff-
mann, who wrote these dark, mystical,
fairy-tale-like novels.

Your generation is often associated
with the famous Gen Z crypticness.
Yet Lazdr is the opposite, a
sprawling, old-fashioned novel,
patiently following three
generations. How did you, when you
began writing at 16, arrive at such an
expansive form?

When I started writing, I knew I wanted
to become an author but I would never
have told anyone. It isn’t something you
can just become; you have to be
lucky. So I didn’t tell anyone but I
wrote almost every day. This story
felt very personal to me. I didn’t
set out to do the opposite of what
is common; I just felt this was the
most powerful and natural way to
tell my family’s story. I started at
16 and quickly realised I wasn’t '
good enough. I put it aside, re-
turned, put it aside again, and it
only worked on the fifth attempt.

Your family has an interesting
history. Could you tell us about it?
The big historical events are
pretty much similar to the
novel. My family had in-
credible wealth — all j
this land, these manor 4

houses. I'm, however, e s sap

unsure about their
role during World =
War II. In the novel, |
Lajos organises the

= k|
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deportation of the Jews. I don’t know if
that’s true but in my great-uncle’s archive,
I found photographs of my great-grand-
father in a high military uniform. I asked
my great-uncle, and he sincerely couldn’t
tell me — he was born during the war. The
possibility was enough for me to include.

Afterthe war, under Communism, they
were expropriated and lost everything. My
family was deported to the east of Hungary
for forced labour until Stalin died. Then,
they returned to Budapest but faced re-
pressions because they were nobility. After
the national uprising, when it became even
harder, my grandparents fled to Switzer-
land; my grandmother was 20, pregnant
with my aunt. So my aunt and father were
born there.

There was abidding war for your
novel, you were called Wunderkind
(wonder Kkid), and were compared to
Thomas Mann. At what point did you
realise you had made it,and how
have you dealt with the success?

I think I still haven’t really arrived. At
publishing parties, talking to famous
authorsIhave read, feelsabsurd and surreal.
I still feel like this kid reading their novels. I
forced myself not to believe the hype, to pro-
tect myself in case the novel failed. As for
criticism, Itry not to take it to heart because
both praise and attacks are bad for your writ-
ing. It would be horrible if1believed I'm the
new Thomas Mann. It’s just not true. But I
understand the urge to compare — that
happens. Maybe after a few novels, people
won’t compare me to Mann anymore. It’s

nice tobe compared to him, though. There
was some criticism where I saw I
maybedidn’tgetitright.'m22,

so hopefully I'll get better. In

. 30years, I'll think I could
e e - havedonethisnovel better.

Has knowing that the

next book will be
measured against
Lazar affected your

1 RUBENHOLLINGER

next project? Do you feel the weight
of this huge success?

What most people don’t know is that
this isn’t my first novel. There was
another, published only in Switzerland,
now being translated into English. So I
don’t have the weight of a debut success; I
already had anovel,and I knowIcandoit
again. This novel is personal but not based
on my own experiences, so I don’t feel I
have exhausted my material.

I finished Ldzdr in the summer of
2024, then had a year before publication.
I started writing again right away; it feels
natural. When the book was published, I
was already working on something new.
The new book is set in the present — two
brothers — which I always found too dif-
ficult before, because with the past, you
know what follows; it’s finished. The
novels will be very different but people
will notice similar themes. I know this suc-
cess is extraordinary. I just want to write
what feels natural. It would be abad move
to write another historical family novel.

You’re ayoung writer who has
produced an ambitious book so early
inyour career, while managing your
studies side-by-side. What would you
want a16-year-old with a difficult,
unwieldy idea to know about the act
of staying with it?

People are often intimidated —I'm a
bad example because on one hand, Icanin-
spire, and on the other, intimidate. People
only see the end product. They don’t see
that I tried to write this novel again and
again over six years, and the first drafts
were horrible. People often wait for perfect
circumstances: more time, holiday, finish-
ing studies. That’s not how it works. I al-
ways had my studies besides writing, and I
wrote in the evening. Even if you write a
page a day, after a year you have 365 pages
— a decent novel. What’s most important
is to stick to it, work in small steps, day by
day, page by page. Then you can re-editand
doitagain.

An Elegy to Inheritance

In Absolute Jafar, Sarnath Banerjee creates a tender and precise, fond and
faint mental archive of two cities as an attempt to let go

Kanupriya Dhingra

SARNATH BANERJEE calls the act of writ-
ing his sixth graphic novel Absolute Jafar
tarpan — the ritual offering of water to an-
cestors, cupped in the palms and released.
Not nostalgia, he insists; merely memory
pieced together as objectively, or as unre-
liably as one can. It is a careful distinction,
and the novel almost earns it. The muted

ABSOLUTE watercolours, the non-linear drift, the figure
JAFAR whowalks to avoid stopping: these aren’t the
SARNATH gestures of someone releasing something,.
BANERJEE Thetextsays tarpan. The drawings say elegy.

Harper Collins Between those two claims, the book lives.
266 pages Absolute Jafar is the story of Brighu, a
3799 compulsive walker and reluctant patriarch

who narrates Delhi and Kolkata to his son
Jafarinloops of memory, myth and munici-
pal absurdity. Jafar, bornin Berlin toan Indo-
Pak couple, is the novel’s nominal subject
and itsstructural absence. The child who will

receive none of what his father is trying to
givehim. Around thisimpossibility, Banerjee
builds what is his most personal work.
Brighu walks the way some people drink:
to metabolise what cannot otherwise be pro-
cessed. His peripatetic method is also an epi-
stemology. The city, for him, isnota placeto
beunderstood from above butaccumulated
underfoot through adjacency and accident
rather than argument. What the walking
body gathers over decades — the texture of
aneighbourhood, the precise mood of a par-
ticular corner in a particular season — can-
not be summarised or handed over. It can
only be walked again. And this is where the
novel’s central sorrow quietly announces
itself: Jafar is, at his core, a Berliner. He will
not walk these streets. He cannot receive
whathis father hasspent alifetime learning,.
That Jafar cannot inherit Delhi is not inci-
dental — it is, in large part, the state’s doing.
Thebureaucracyin AbsoluteJafaris neither

WHAT REMAINS
Anillustration from Absolute Jafar;
(right) Sarnath Banerjee

subplot nor comic relief, though it is fre-
quently both. It is the structural antagonist:
the force that made the family’s geography
impossible before Jafar was even born. The

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

immigration officer who greets Brighu and
his wife, Mahrukh, on their return from Ber-
lin — “Madam, you are Pakistani, your hus-
band is Indian, your childisIndian butborn
inBerlin, and you live in Germany. Couldn’t
you make italittle more complicated?” —is
funny in the way that Kafka is
funny: thejokelands,and then
it settles. The documents
required for an Indo-Pak mar-
riage, the citizenship queries,
the administrative bewilder-
mentatafamily thatrefusesto
sort itself into clean national
categories — these are not
mere inconveniences. They
are the mechanisms by which
belonging is rationed and by
which a child is already marked before he
has had the chance to define himself.
Banerjee has always known how tomake
the statelook ridiculous. What distinguishes
Absolute Jafar is that the ridiculousness no
longer feelslike sufficient distance. The irony
isstill there: in the visual deadpan that places
literal stagheads atastagentry, that renders
Jaisalmer House with the Phantom’s Skull
Cave at its gate. Banerjee’s visual wordplay
has always been his most distinctive instru-
ment, a way of holding sentiment at arm’s
length even as the image makes the senti-

ROANNA RAHMAN

mentunavoidable. But herethe arm’slength
keeps closing. The deadpan keeps cracking,.
Something is being admitted in this book
that the earlier novels held carefully at bay.

Thisiswhat tarpan actually requires: not
the serenity of release, but the difficulty of it.
The ritual exists because the
open palm does not come nat-
urally. The hand wantstoclose
around the water. And Abso-
lute Jafar, in its careful si-
lences, circling structure and
compulsive walking, isabook
whose hand keeps closing —
on Delhi, on Kolkata,onatime
that Banerjee knows is not
coming back and cannot stop
trying to give away. Only the
graphicnovel can place griefand irony inthe
same panel and let both survive.

Banerjee has been building this archive
of two cities for two decades. Absolute Jafar
is, sofar, its most honest entry. It pretends to
beabookabout lettinggo. It setsouttolet go.
It does not quite manage it. In that failure,
tender and precise, fond and faint, is every-
thing: a book that holds on, quietly, for as
long as it possibly can.

Dhingra is an author and professor at the School
of Liberal Studies, BML Munjal University
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Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari
marks 10 years with
System, a father-
daughter drama
starring Ashutosh
Gowariker, Sonakshi
Sinha and Jyotika

Alaka Sahani

HEN WRITER-DIREC-

TOR Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari

first read the screenplay

of System — a courtroom

drama centred around a
father and daughter navigating a clash of
ideologies — she knew the story needed to
be told. “Right from my directorial debut
Nil Battey Sannata (2015) to my new release
System, my desire to tell stories has always
been driven by the thought: How doIadd
value to this movie?” she says.

For nearly a decade, Ashwiny has ex-
plored the aspirations of ordinary women
doingextraordinary things, be it in Nil Bat-
tey Sannata, Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017) or
Panga (2020). System is no exception. “My
endeavour as a storyteller is to make the
stories aspirational enough so that whoever
watches them feels that they can break
their own barriers,” says the director, who
presents middle-class India through the
evolution of her characters. Ashwiny has
also directed the web-series Faadu (2022)

When you come from a
certain section of society,
you are observant. I have

always been a believer that
no matter who you are,

where you come from, you

have the right to dream and
have aplace in society

and co-directed the documentary series
Break Point (2021) with her filmmaker hus-
band Nitesh Tiwari.

With System, a Prime Video original
movie that is scheduled to release on May
22, Ashwiny makes a slight departure. In
the courtroom drama, she pits a gritty
young lawyer Neha (Sonakshi Sinha) op-
posite her highly-successful lawyer father
(Ashutosh Gowariker). Yet, the “soul” of her
cinema remains the same.

Sonakshi teams up with actor Jyotika,
who appears as Sarika, a street-smart court-
room stenographer with secrets of her own.
“The characters of Sonakshi and Jyotika
come from different economic back-
grounds. Yet, both of them are driven by
ambition,” she says. While Sonakshi’s
family is affluent, Jyotika has to support
her family with her modest income. While
Sonakshi is eager to prove herself worthy
of joining her father’s law firm, Jyotika
wants that extra money beyond her regular
income so that she can provide better edu-
cation for her daughter.

About the casting, Ashwiny says, “In
this film, there is no character that stands
out asthe hero. Everyoneis there to support
and encourage each other. That was the
camaraderie between Sonakshi and
Jyotika too. Jyotika wanted to be part of
stories that would give her the opportunity
to showcase the range of her acting. Simi-
larly, though Sonakshi is a popular Bolly-

STORYTELLING

wood star, she believes in telling significant
social stories like System.”

Ashwiny credits Harman Baweja, the
film’s co-writer and co-producer, for the
casting of Gowarikar. They were looking for
someone “who has a soft face but can also

Wherethelana
remembers

Nihaarika Negi's Tenfa emerges fromyears
of listening to a place and its women

OF TELL-TALE SONGS
A still from Tenfa; (below) Nihaarika Negi

Alaka Sahani

OVER THE past four years, filmmaker Nihaarika Negi has
made multiple trips to Kinnaur, Himachal Pradesh, to re-
connect to herroots. “Ientered this process by listening to
the stories of my family and while bearing witness to how
the ecology that sustained the tribe was being eroded by
industrialisation,” says Negi, whose paternal side of the
family belongs to the indigenous region of Kinnaur.
During this period, Negi was moved by the “incredible
actsof activism and preservation” that the community,
especially the women, had undertaken. She wanted to
make a film that celebrated the everyday acts of heroism.
That’s how Tenfa (a gift from elders in Kinnauri) was born.
The short film was showcased at the recent Indian Film
Festival of Los Angeles (IFFLA). Tenfa started to take shape
as Negibegan spending time with Dolma, her bua (paternal
aunt). Dolma, a midwife, became central and through her
gaze, the film unpacks themes of forgotten histories and
building communities. Inspired by Dolma’s experience,
Tenfa creates the narrative around someone who provides
maternal healthcare in remote regions. Dolma treks to Kan-
dar todeliver the first baby to be born there in 10 years. The
village isabandoned after
landslides from hydroelectric con-
struction. When the childbirth

be gritty” and is tall enough to play Sonak-
shi’s father. When Baweja suggested Go-
warikar’s name, Ashwiny got excited. The
Lagaan (2001) and Swades (2004) director,
who had appreciated Ashwiny’s work in
the past, soon came on board.

As a filmmaker, Ashwiny believes, it is
necessary to keep questioning the intent
behind making movies. “Yes, I want to en-
tertain. There are various kinds of movies
that are entertaining and will get you box-
office results. Then, there are movies
that are middle-of-the-road cinema.
That’s something I keep talking about
because we want to tell certain
stories. Through these movies, I
want to show a perspective regard-
inghowlife canbe,” says the direc-
tor who studied commercial arts
from Mumbai’s Sophia Polytech-
nic and worked with advertising
agency Leo Burnett (India) before
making her feature film debut
in 2016.

To contemporary Indian cin-
ema, Ashwiny has added some fas-
cinating women characters and cel-
ebrated their journeys. While in Nil
Battey Sannata Chanda (Swara Bhaskar)

claiming her place in the world of sports
after embracing motherhood. “When you
come from a certain section of society, and
I consider myself to be from a middle-class
background, you observe people around
you. I have always been a big believer that

There are various kinds of
movies that are entertaining
and will get you box-office

goes awry, without access to medi-
cal facilities, Dolma’s only hope to
save the new mother’slifeisto find
arare herb.. The only person who
canidentify the plantis anelderly
grandmother raising her grand-

isa domestic help who wants a better fu-
ture for her daughter, Bitti (Kriti Sanon)
in Bareilly Ki Barfiis asmall-town young
woman asserting her choices, and her
last feature, Panga, had Kangana Ran-
aut play the Kabaddi player Jaya, re-

Meet Nilanjana Ghosh Dastidar, AR Rahman’s bassist and the
compelling new voice behind Maskara, the melody in Imtiaz
Ali’'s Main Vaapas Aaunga that is blowing up the Internet

Suanshu Khurana

FOR MAIN Vaapas Aaunga — alove story
by filmmaker Imtiaz Ali set against the
backdrop of sectarian violence and mass
displacement during the Partition — pro-
motions are being led by the breezy Mas-
kara, a tease of a track, picturised on ac-
tors Sharvari Wagh and Vedang Raina.
The ditty has notjust flooded social media
but also seeped into numerous Instagram
reels, reigniting conversations about
how ‘old-school Rahman’ is back. The
song has already crossed
over 10 million views
on YouTube.

The briel for the

across her shoulder, playing amid the spec-
tacle of the composer’s slickly mounted
outings. Sometimes she sings some bits
duringthe performance of Patakha guddi
(Highway, 2014) and Chhaiya Chhaiya (Dil
Se..,1998). Rahman has always wanted her
to sing more.

But Maskara came to her “in the most
abrupt way”, in July 2025, when she was
touring with the composer in the US. Ready
to retire for the day in a Florida hotel, Rah-
man’s assistant called her to the next room,
where he was working and asked her to rec-
ord Maskaraamid abasic
set up. “I had no idea
about anything when I

Penned by Irshad S()ng‘ was to gct thc walked into that room. I
Kamil, Rahman’s com- e thought he wanted to tell
position in the Naseer- Clllll'k)', eenager me something about an

. ) Sy o e g :
Dosanhsanercarries  VIPE i Place, give e
qﬁlite a bit wi}tlhifn iktls ita day-dreanﬁng said, ‘Nilanjina, Iwa1}t
three minutes: the fresh- . N . you to sing this song’. It
ness of a contemporary icel and to treatit was sorandom,” she says
ndepop Ve heway \sha  Iatekioneconers
warmth and rhythmic Bhosle would The song was re-
familiarity of a Punjabi corded in a hotel room-

romantic number and
about a minute that is like an old-style
Bollywood serenade.

The song is also the debut of Kolkata-
based bass player and singer Nilanjana
Ghosh Dastidar, a new name in the list of
current woman playback singers. But for
those regular at Rahman’s live concerts, a
sari-clad Nilanjana can often be spotted on
one side of the stage, bass guitar slung

turned-DIY studio and
the team ended up using mattresses to
sound proofit. Atthe time, shehad noidea
about what the film was and who were its
actors. The briefwastonotdoitlike amon-
otonous song but get the “quirky, teenager
vibe” in place and give it a day-dreaming
feel. Another starting point with the brief
wasthat Rahman asked her totreatthe song
the way Asha Bhosle would. “Rahman sir

she says.

CASEINPOINT

from System

never asked me to sing in a particular tone.
But he asked me to think of the flirtatious
songs Ashajihas sungand understand that
attitude and tonal texture. He then left the
room and Iwasleft alone with wordsand the
tune,” says Nilanjana, who recorded without
ascratch trackwith Hiral Viradia, Rahman’s
music producer and editor.

Theresultisasongwhose charmslayin
Western pop textures and voice modula-
tions, with a folk rhythm from Punjab in
parts besides an easy melodic drift. Nilan-
janalater alsolayered her bass guitar onthe
vocals. “I still didn’t know if this was going
to be the final take or had I just sung a
scratch to help someone else record. But1
got a call that Imtiaz sir loved it... the new-
ness and the quirkiness of it,” says Nilan-
jana, who has also played on the back-
ground score of the film.

Growing up in Bandel, West Bengal, a
former Portuguese colony known for the

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

itdoesn’t matter who you are, where you
come from, you always have the right
todream and have a place in society,”

After a successful career in ad-
vertising spanning nearly 15 years,
what Ashwiny finds fulfilling is
that her stories have connected
with audiences from different
walks of life. “It does not matter
ifTam known aslongas my films
are appreciated,” says Ashwiny,
who is giving a talk at the
Northwestern University Kel-
logg School of Management’s
Indian Business Conference
on May 17, and doing an in-
teraction after the screening

of Bareilly Ki Barfi.

Her love for telling stories
and supporting storytellers, has
prodded her to be an active pro-
ducer. She co-founded Earthsky

results. Then, there is
middle-of-the-road cinema.
Through these movies, 1
want to show a perspective
on how life can be

Pictures, a production company, with
her husband in 2018. In 2023, Tarla,
Tumse Na Ho Payega and Bawaal,
which are produced by her, were released.
“I love when people strive and excel.
It thrills me to identify talent, bring people
together and turn the process of making
a movie into a joyride,” says Ashwiny,
who wishes to carry on directing as well
as producing.

Being an art director, Ashwiny would,
in the future, like to explore a subject that’s
art heavy. She is already working on a
couple of movies, including alove story. A

daughter. “The three women jour-
ney across scarred ancestral land
searching for it, their only guide
beinga folksongin alanguage that
Dolma has forgotten and the granddaughter has never
learnt,” says Negi.

Tobuild the narrative, the interdisciplinary artiste
blends theatre, folktale and magic realism with cinematic
elements. “My practice is centred around contemporary
performance and participatory work — forms that
inherently question the boundaries of reality and fiction,
of artistic agency and collective authorship,” says Negi,
who holds an MA in Theatre Practice (Exeter) and an MFA
from USC’s Peter Stark Producing Programme.

Negi wanted Tenfa, which is made in collaboration with
the community, to reflect the region’s multi-linguality,
which includes Hamskad (or Kinnauri), Pahadi Kinnauri
and Hindi. “Since Kinnauri culture hasn’t been depicted in
the mainstream, it was important for us to authentically
represent the community... Making this film was my way
of attempting to understand howI could archive the lan-
guage, thelandscape, the songs and the people through a
form that seems connected to the Kinnauri ethos: story-

Filmmaker Ashwini Iyer Tiwari;
(above) Sonakshi Sinha and
Ashutosh Gowariker in a still

fan of popular animation movies such as
Finding Nemo (2003), The Lion King (2019)
and Ratatouille (2007), she wishes to di-
rectone someday. “Iwanttotellastoryin
its purest form and transport the audience
to a beautiful world.”

telling,” says Negi.

The filmmaker is currently working on the post-
production for her first feature film, Birds of a Feather, and
has another, Feral, in the pipeline. She also wants to
start a storytellinglab in Kinnaur for the elders and
folklorists there.

RAW RHYTHM
(Top) Nilanjana
Ghosh Dastidar; a
still from the song
Maskara

famed Bandel church from 1599, Nilanjana,
always wanted to be a singer. Even though
her father, Sandipan Ghosh Dastidar, is a
bass player, Nilanjana followed her mother,
aRabindra sangeet practitioner and a huge
Salil Chowdhury fan, and as is tradition in
Bengali homes, began training in Hindu-

stani classical music. But what she heard
was just about everything. While she liked
what she waslearning, including Rabindra
sangeet and Nazrul geeti, her father would
blast Bangla bands at home. Then, there
was her fascination with Western music,
which developed while listening to a lot of
Cliff Richards and losing her head over
Kenny G. There were also her prized Lata
Mangeshkar and Asha Bhosle CDs gifted by
her father.

Nilanjana added the bass guitar to her
journey less than a decade ago. She was al-
ways a fan of the instrument, thanks to her
father introducing her to the music of many
noted bass players as a child. “My ears were
always extra open tothe bass parts ofasong,.
ButIneverthought Iwas goingtodo music
professionally,” says Nilanjana, who began
learning the instrument in 2017. She was 21
then. “By learning the bass, I was attempt-
ingto sing better,” says Nilanjana.

She was looking at finishing her aca-
demics, “getting a job and building a good
financial structure” so that she could invest
in her music later on. She also participated
in the Bengali edition of Sa Re Ga Ma Pa in
2022 and began making some money with
concerts. But she felt she needed to learn
more. That is when she decided to stop
everything, shut herself in her room, work
onherown musicand takeadeepdiveinto
the world of practice. She was also upload-
ing her bass guitar videos on YouTube
around the same time.

She had just interviewed for ajob ata
bankwhen she got a call from Rahman’s as-
sistant to travel with the concert crew as
their bass player. Percussionist Ranjit Barot
had discovered her online and told Rahman
about her about five years ago. “I was super
nervous. Once I got on the stage, with an
amazing crew, the nervousness was all
gone,” says Nilanjana, who is busy working
on her own music, even as she continues to
tour with Rahman. She is still finding the
success of Maskara surreal. Asthe Internet
bonds over it, Nilanjana still feels that she
“could have sung it better.”
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Heena Khandelwal

FTHERE’S one dish Chef Manuel Ol-

veiraSeller keepsreturningto, it'sthe

tortilla de patatas — a Spanish om-

elette that brings together onion, po-

tato and eggs. “Growing up I would
eatitalmosteveryday,” hesays. “My mother
would make it whenever we were hungry, it
wasthere.Thavebeen eatingit since and still
can’tstop.”

In the kitchen of his Bandra home in
Mumbai, he moves with the ease of someone
who has cooked this dish a thousand times,
which he has. But first, coffee—acup of cap-
puccino—whichis hismorningritual. Acan
of Kali coffee beans is brought out, followed
byasmall grinder, a portafilter, atamper and
the machine. Beans are freshly ground,
tamped, extracted. Milk is frothed simulta-
neously. His coffee, we learn, is sacrosanct.

The tortilla gets the same attention. Po-
tatoes — eight of them, peeled and thinly
sliced — go into a generous pour of olive oil.
Two onions follow. “This is not frying,” he
clarifies. “Thisis confit. Low heat, slow cook-

Seller gets several
ingredients from Spain —
pimenton, olive oil,
anchovies, piparra
peppers, beans and ham

ing.” He stirs intermittently over the next 20
minutesuntil the potatoesare tenderand the
onionslightly caramelised. Helets them cool
before draining the oil — this part matters,
he says. “Adding hot potato straight to the
eggwill start cooking it before you are ready.”

Seller grew upin Villatobas, asmall town
near the UNESCO heritage city of Toledo in
Spain, surrounded by vineyards, olive trees
and wheat fields. “We were abit isolated but
itwasabeautiful childhood. We grew up out-
doors,” hesays. His parents ran a popular res-
taurant on the highway, a stopover for Mad-
rilenos driving to the coast for holidays. “Cars
then couldn’t run for long hours, so people
would stop, eat, sometimes stay the night.”
Atits peak, the family restaurant was doing
600 coversaday. “My motherranthekitchen
and my father handled the service.”

Seller started helping out young, first at
the bar, making coffee and serving guests.
The weekends were spent in the kitchen.

CHEF AT HOME

A'Spanish Job

Chef Manuel Olveira Seller’s European mark in Mumbai

THEFLIP SIDE
(Clockwise from
above) Manuel
Olveira Seller
flipping the
Spanish omelette
on aplate; beating
eggs; adding fried
onions and
potatoes in the egg
mixture; Seller at
his Bandra home

very well — completely the opposite of my
school years,” he says. His teacher event-
ually sent him for training at E1 Bohio, aone
Michelin-star restaurant run by Pepe Ro-
driguez. They hired him. Madrid followed.
It was his years at Sergi Arola Gastro that
shaped him. Arola brought him to Mumbai
in2012to open arestaurant. By 2015, Seller
had developed his own style, one that no
longer aligned with his mentor’s, which is
when he decided to leave.

Mumbai, however, brought him more
than just a career. Here he met Mickee Tul-

SANKHADEEP BANERJEE

stints in Abu Dhabi and Dubai, it was Mickee
who eventually said, “We are going back.”
“Ireturned without a plan orajob. Ittookme
six months to figure things out,” he says.
Meanwhile, staying at Mickee’s home gave
him an insight into the Indian palate.
A pop-up was happening and Seller was
asked tosetupastall. Herented akitchenin
Bandra, puttogether asmall menu— mush- ]
room and truffle croquettes, pork belly, gam-
bas — set up a few induction stoves. It was Ty
sold out. “That was the moment I thought:
maybe there is a market for this.”

months — croquettes, gambas, pork belly
and paella. “Paella will never leave the
menu,” he says. The walls are covered in
muralswithimagery rooted in Spanish tradi-
tion as is the palette — terracotta, warm
beiges, the earthy tones of the European
countryside. Recognition followed, and he
received multiple awards.

Part of what keeps the food honest iswhat
he carriesback from Spain — sometimeslit-
erally. His last trip involved 50 kilos of pro-
duce: pimenton, olive oil, anchovies, piparra
peppers, beans. And twolegs of Ibericoham,
nine kilos each, cured for up to four years,
tucked into hissuitcase. The producer, based
inSalamanca, doesn’t yet export to Indiabut
now they are trying to officially bring it in.

In2024,he opened La Panthera—larger,
louder, 4,000 square feet — built for 90
covers and up to 300 for events. Unlike the
one-of-a-kind intimate La Loca Maria, La
Panthera is built for
celebration and will
see expansion. “From

TORTILLA
ESPANOLA
(SPANISH
OMELETTE)

sweet 16s to 90th birthdays,” Seller says.
Every future outpost will carry the same soul
but none willbe a copy. “Because what works
in BKC may not work in south Mumbai.”

Backin hishomekitchen,10eggsgointo
a bowl, then the cooled potato-onion mix-
tureisfolded in gently. The pan goesbackon,
with a little leftover oil, and the egg mixture
is poured in and spread evenly. Low heat,
again. Four to five minutes, until the base is
golden. Then comes the moment that sep-
arates the confident from the hesitant — a
plate placed over the pan, one clean inver-
sion, the tortillaslid backin tofinish the other
side. “This is where people make mistakes,”
he says. “They cook it too long. You want it
still soft inside — almost yielding.” A few
more minutes, then off.

Itlooks deceptively simple. That, he says,
isexactly the point. “InSpain, the best tortilla
is always the most humble one — the one
your mother made.” Heslicesitand setsiton
thetable. Theinsideisjustashedescribed —

almost yielding, a deep golden yellow.

and onions and mix
theminto the eggs.

Cook the tortilla:
Using the same skillet,
pour in the egg mix,
spreading it evenly.
Cook on low heat for
4-5 minutes, until the
base s golden.

INGREDIENTS

10 large eggs;

8 medium potatoes,
peeled and thinly
sliced; 2 onions, thinly
sliced; 1cup olive oil;
salt, to taste

METHOD

Cook the potatoes
and onions: Heat the
olive oil ina non-stick
skillet over medium
heat. Add the
potatoes and onions
and cook until tender
and caramelised,
about 20 minutes. Stir
occasionally to
prevent burning.

Preparetheegg

Flip and finish:
Carefully invert the
tortillaonto a plate,
thenslide it backinto
the pan to cook the
other side for another
4-5 minutes, until set.

Serve: Slideontoa

plate, allow it to cool
slightly, then cutinto
wedges. Serve warm

“The first thing I made was custard — huge japurkar, a boutique real estate business- La Loca Maria opened in July 2019 — 15 mixture: Beat the oratroom
batches of it. Imust have been 10 or 12,” he woman. Two years after their first meeting,  seatsinside and 10 outside —doing90t0100 eggsinabowland temperature with
recalls. At 16, he decided to go to culinary they were married in Spain — about 100  coversonaSunday, right from the start. The seasonwithsalt. Drain  mayonnaise, tomato
school in Toledo. “For the first time, I was guests flew in from India. “For asmall city = menu was built in layers: a core that stays the cooked potatoes salsa or ketchup.
interested in what I was doing and I did like Toledo, it was quite something.” After = constant,and new dishesrotatingevery few

ADVERTORIAL

Neil Patil
Founder, OO0 & CTO, Veena Warld

neili@veenaworld,com

" es, that is the question today.
‘How Early Do You Reach the
Airport?” It sounds like a

logistical question. A practical one. But
the more trips 1 have made to the
airport, the more | have realised it's
actually a question about personality,
risk, and what you believe travel is
really for. When it comes to Heta and
me, we sit on completely opposite
ends of this spectrum.

Owver the last ten years, | have been
consciously documenting my own
flying journey, and if the numbers
mean anything, | have now taken over
275 [flights, passed through 69
airports, and flown with 35 different
airlines. In all that time, | have missed
exactly two flights. Both were caused
by rare chains of events that no
amount of planning could have solved.

I have always believed that flying
isn't just about taking you [rom point A
to point B. Rather, we must all think of
it as an expernience. | like arriving with
time to spare, observing how different
airports function, noticing the small
differences between aircraft types,
watching the system work. There is a
particular kind of calm in knowing you
are in control of your journey from the
very moment you leave home,
Travel with Heta, and it's an entirely
different story.

Heta plans her airport arrival with
surgical precision. If the flight departs
at 10 AM, she will aim for 9 AM. Not
8:55, not 9:10, exactly 9:00. And what
follows is a sprint. From entrance to
security to  boarding gate, every
minute is accounted for, every second
has a purpose. And somehow, most of
the time, she pulls it off.

For Heta, her time is her most
valuable asset - so killing an extra 15
minutes at the airport when she could
be finishing off something else feels
like a genuine waste. The airport, for
her, is not part of the journey - it's just
an obstacle course she needs to go
through to make it to the other side, It

1 low Larlv Do You

is an obstacle between home and the
destination. You get through it as
efficiently as possible, and you move
on. There's a logic to it that | respect,
even if | don't share it.

Watching the two of us travel
together, | have often wondered: who
is actually doing it right? The answer, |
have come to believe, depends entirely
on which part of the journey you're
talkking about. Because flying isn't
really a single experience. It's four
distinct phases, and one decision,
made hours before you even see the
airport, quietly shapes every one
of them.

Four Phases - One Decision

The first phase, the one we almost
never talk about, is the journey to the
airport itself. Most people think
airport stress begins at security. It
doesn't. It begins the moment you step
out of your house,

This is where the illusion of control
kicks in. You check Google Maps, see a
comfortable ETA, and feel reassured.
Then reahty intervenes. Your driver
takes a wrong turn. Traffic builds
suddenly at a junction that was clear
five minutes ago. And slowly, one
minute at a time, your buffer begins to
disappear. What was once a calm
departure becomes a mental count-
down: Will | make it belore check-in
closes? What if the gate shuts early?

The second phase is the airport
itself, where your timing starts to
affect everyone around you, not just
you. We have all seen the familiar
characters at security: the one who
doesn’t believe in queues, the one who
i5 late and needs to urgently skip the
line, the one aggressively pushing
trays forward. If you are running late,
there is a real chance you become one
of them, whether you intend to or not.
Every traveller who arrives rushed
adds pressure to a system that is
already stretched. Arrive early, and the
exact same airport feels completely
different. You are calmer. more
patient., less reactive. Same terminal,
entirely different experience.

The third phase is the flight itself,
where the consequences of earlier
decisions quietly show up. You board
late and the overhead hins are full,
Your bag goes ten rows behind you,
Or worse, Heta's personal nightmare,
yvou are asked to check in your cabin
bag at the gate.

All that careful packing, undone in a
moment, None of these individually 15
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a catastrophe, But together, they shape
how you feel for the next two, tour,
eight hours in the air.

And the fourth phase, post-landing,
is where lingering frustrations tend to
surface. If your bag was last-minute
gate-checked, you wait longer at
baggage claim with a slightly higher

chance of something going wrong. If

vou boarded already  stressed,
immigration queues feel longer,
coordination outside the airport feels
more frustrating, and something as
simple as finding your cab becomes
the final test of your patience on an
already draining day.

What Your Airport Behaviour Says
About You

The Optimiser, like Heta, hates idle
time, Every extra minute at the airport
feels like a minute wasted. The goal is
perfect timing: arrive just as check-in
opens, skip baggage wherever
possible, move fast, think fast, act fast.
When it works, it 15 incredibly
efficient. When it doesn't, it becomes a
full ‘sprint across the terminal, with
stress levels to match. High efficiency,
very low buffer.

Then there is what | would call the
Experience Seeker, which is where |
fall. For this type, flying isn't purely
transportation, it is an event, Armving

Reach the \irport?

e im

early isn't wasted time; it's part of the
journey. There 15 a quiet pleasure in
watching the system work, in not
being rushed, in feeling in control

before the controlled chaos of
boarding begins. Lower efficiency,
higher enjoyment.

You also have the Budget Traveller,
whose decisions are driven entirely by
value, The cheapest flight no matter
the hour, tight connections to save
money, timelines pushed to maximise
cost savings. And then the Bufter
Builder, the traveller who always plays
it safe, who arrives early, prefers long
layovers, and will sit happily at the

gate long before boarding starts,
completely at ease,
The honest answer to "who is

right?" is: all of them, and none of
them. Because there isn't a universally
correct way to approach airport
timing. But there is a smarter way to
think about it.

Buffers, Not Times

Here is the shift that changed how |
travel. The smartest travellers | have
met don’t think in terms of time. They
think in terms of buffers. And once you
make that mental switch, something
changes. You stop asking “"Should 1
reach two hours early?” and start
asking better questions: What's my

travel buffer today? How unpredict-
able is this airport likely to be? How
much stress am 1 actually willing
to tolerate?

| now think about every flight in
three layers. The first is the travel
buffer, getting to the airport. This is the
maost underestimated one. Most of us
treat Google Maps as ground truth. But
in Mumbai, Delhi, Bengaluru, in any
major Indian city, really, traffic is a
variable, not a constant. | follow one
simple rule; take the Google Maps
time and multiply it by 1.5 (2x if it is
Bengaluru). If it says 60 minutes, | plan
for 90. If it says 40, | plan for 60. This
single habit absorbs wrong turns,
sudden congestion, driver-side delays,
and most importantly, it protects your
state of mind before you have even
reached the airport,

The second is the process buffer, the
airport itself. Once you are inside, you
are mnside a system you don't control,
Entry queues, check-in counters,
security checks, boarding gates, on a
good day, you are through mm 15
minutes. On a bad day, the exact same
process can take an hour,

Tools like DigiYatra, priority
check-in, or travelling cabin-only
(without check-in luggage) can reduce
this time, but they don't eliminate the
variability. Airports don't run on your
schedule. They run on peak loads,
Your job is simply to give yourself
enough margin to handle what you
can't predict.

The third, and the most overlooked,
is the personal buffer. This one has
nothing to do with airports. It has
everything to do with you. Do you get
stressed easily when things run late?
Do you enjoy the airport, or do you
find it draining? Are you comfortable
taking small risks to save time, or does
the possibility of something going
wrong keeps you up at night?

Heta operates with a very low
personal  buffer, she's comfortable
cutting it close, and she's wired for it. 1
operate with a much higher one, |
would rather have 30 extra minutes of
calm than fAve minutes of stress.
Neither is wrong, But knowing which
type you are is the starting point for
planning any journey well.

If vou want a practical rule that
works across the board: for domestic
flights, aim for 2 to 2.5 hours before
departure. For international, aim for 3
to 3.5 hours. And then add one hinal
layer on top of both, 30 minutes for

peace of mind. It costs you nothing,
and it changes the experience entirely.

The Choice That's Already Been Made

Think back to yvour last flight. Was it
calm, or was it chaotic? Did it feel like
the start of something good, or did you
board already drained? Because more
often than not, the tone of that entire
journey was set well before you
reached the airport. |t
was set by one quiet decision, when
yvou left home.

Flying, when you think about it, is
genuinely extraordinary. We travel at
37.000 feet, crossing cities and
countries and coastlines in a matter of
hours. The experience should feel as
remarkable as the technology that
makes it possible. And yet so often,
we begin  that journey already
stressed, already running, already
shightly defeated. A lot of that is in our
control. Not everything. There will
always be delays. gueues, and the
occasional sequence of events that no
planning can solve. But by building in a
little more buffer, by adjusting how we
think about the journey belore the
journey, we can shift the expernience
from reactive to intentional. From
rushed to calm. And sometimes, that
shift begins with something as simple
as leaving home a little earlier than
yvou think you need to.

S0 the next time you have a flight,
ask yourself, not what the airline
recommends, not what Google Maps
says, but what kind of experience you
want to have. Do you want to run
through the airport? Or do you want to
walk through it? That choice is entirely
yvours to make, See you next time...
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