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Happening
today

®DAYS AFTER THE NDA swept
the Assam polls, Himanta Biswa
Sarma will take oath as Chief
Minister for a second consecu-
tive term. PM Narendra Modi
and other top NDA leaders are
expected to attend the event.

®CHINESE VICE-PREMIER HE
Lifeng and US Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent will begin the
final round of negotiationsin
South Korea before US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s visit to
Beijing.

® ADELHICOURT will continue
to hear actor Jacqueline Fer-
nandez’s plea seeking to turn
approverinaRs200-crore
money laundering case involv-
ing alleged conman Sukesh
Chandrashekar.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Sujan Singh
Park leaseterms
flouted, says
Govt, asks firm
topayRs940cr

Damini Nath
New Delhi, May 11

THE UNION Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs last
month issued ademand notice
of around Rs 940 crore to Sir
Sobha Singh and Sons — the
real estate company that built,
and still runs, the upscale Sujan
Singh Park in Central Delhi in
the1940s — for breachinglease
conditions, TheIndian Express
haslearnt.

The notice seeking payment
for alleged breaches found dur-
ing inspections over the years
came just days after the Su-
preme Court, on April 22, gaveits
judgment on the fundamental
dispute between the govern-
ment and the company. The
court set aside a Delhi High
Court verdict asking the Centre
tovacateresidential premises at
Sujan Singh Park, near Khan
Market, holding that the prop-
erty was a “government grant”
under the Government Grants
Act, 1895, which did not attract
provisions of the Delhi Rent
Control Act,1958.

The Land and Development
Officeislearnttohaveissued the
demand notice on April 30, re-
vising the amount from its ear-
lierdemand of over Rs 700 crore
that was issued in March and
April 2022. The two notices of
2022 had been challenged by
the company and the matter
was adjourned by the district
court in view of the pending
petition in the Supreme Court.
After the Supreme Court’sjudg-
ment last month, the Land and
Development Office is learnt to
haveissued the revised demand
notice.

The property includes
apartments as well as the Am-
bassador Hotel nearby.

When reached for com-
ment, Shaunak Kashyap, the
advocate for Sir Sobha Singh
and Sons, said: “The case is
sub-judice, and we are pur-
suing our legal remedies, so it
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CALLS WEST ASIA CONFLICT ‘BIGGEST CRISIS OF THIS DECADFE’

Second day, PM makes austerity

push, invokes Covid-cra habits

-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Somnath temple in Gujarat, Monday.pri RELATED REPORT, PAGE 7

Hold online classes, work from home, cut gold purchase,
foreign travel, fuel and cooking oil consumption: Modi

Aditi Raja
Vadodara, May 11

WITH NO signs of an immedi-
ate end to the conflict in West
Asia, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Monday again urged gov-
ernment and private offices to
revert to ‘Covid-era’ habitssuch
as work-from-home and virtual
meetings, and asked citizens to
opt for car pooling and reduce
fuel consumption.

“If the coronavirus pan-
demic was the biggest crisis of

EDITORIAL PAGE

PM FRAMES SEVERITY
OF ENERGY CHALLENGE

GOVT, OIL COMPANIES
CAN'T ABSORB ENERGY
SHOCK INDEFINITELY
PAGE10

this century, then the conflictin
West Asia is among the biggest
crises of thisdecade,” Modi said

addressing a gathering toinau-
gurate the Patidar community’s
Sardardham in Vadodara.

The sharp depletion of for-
eign exchange reservessincethe
beginning of the conflict, and
the prospects of a worsening
current account deficit are be-
coming big worry points for po-
licymakers now. In Q3 last year
i.e., October-December 2025, the
deficit had increased to $13.2 bil-
lion or 1.3 per cent of GDP com-
pared with $11.3 billion or

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Officer who oversaw Bengal SIR
appointed Chief Secy in BJP govt

TMC, Congress
criticise move:
‘Outrageous
and brazen’

West Bengal CEO Manoj Agarwal

Ravik Bhattacharya
& Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 11

THE BJP government in West
Bengal on Monday appointed
the state’s Chief Electoral Of-
ficer (CEO) Manoj Agarwal as
the next Chief Secretary. Agar-
wal succeeds Dushyant Na-
riala, an IAS officer of the 1993
batch, who has been moved to
New Delhi as the Principal Resi-
dent Commissioner.

Agarwal, who is set to retire
inJuly, had faced criticism from
the Trinamool Congress (TMC)
during the Special Intensive

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Secretariat, Monday. PARTHA PAUL

West Bengal CM Suvendu Adhikari with his Cabinet ministers at the

RELATED REPORT, PAGE 6

ED arrests ex-minister
inmunicipality ]obs case

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, May 11

FORMER WEST Bengal min-
ister and TMC leader Sujit Bose
was arrested by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) in Kolkata
on Monday after more than 10
hours of questioningin connec-
tionwith alleged irregularitiesin
municipality recruitment.

ED sources alleged Sujit
Bose had “illegally recom-
mended 150 candidates for dif-
ferent posts in the South Dum
Dum Municipality™.

“ED has traced direct pro-

v A

Sujit Bose was Fire & Emergency
Services Minister in the TMC govt

ceeds of crime in the form of
flats acquired by him in lieu of
providing municipality jobs to
various persons. Further, ED
hasalso traced huge deposits of

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Behind PM’s call,
dipping foreign
exchange reserves,
rising gold imports

Gold import bill doubles in two years
to $72 billion, foreign travel spend
under LRS $15 billion in Apr-Feb 2026

George Mathew
& Aanchal Magazine
Mumbai, New Delhi, May 11

RISING PRESSURE on India’s
external sector with forex re-
serves plummeting by $38 bil-
lion injusttwo monthssincethe

for foreign travel accounted for
$15 billion or 57 per cent of the
total $26.34 billion LRS in the
first 11 months of 2025-26.

The fall in reserves to $691
billion has also been driven by
sustained capital outflows from
foreign institutional investors

onset of the West Asia (FIIs) amid heightened
conflict, and crude oil global uncertainty. FII
prices continuing to outflowsinJanuary-May
hover over $100 a barrel, o period were Rs 1.97 lakh
have started toworry pol- crore asforeign investors
icy makers. continued their sell-off

Behind Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's call for austerity
measures by citizens are sub-
stantial foreign exchange out-
flows linked to higher gold im-
portsand spending on overseas
travel under the Liberalised Re-
mittance Scheme (LRS). While
the gold import bill has almost
doubled to $72 billion in 202526
intwoyears, outflowunder LRS

Suvenduaide’s
killing: Toll plaza
CCTV,UPllead
to 3 suspects

in Biharand UP

Sweety Kumari
& Manish Sahu
Kolkata, Lucknow, May 11

THE WEST Bengal CID and
Madhyamgram police have ar-
rested three suspects in con-
nection with the murder of
Chandranath Rath, the per-
sonal assistant of newly elected
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhi-
kari, following a pursuit across
statelines thatled investigators
to Bihar and Uttar Pradesh.

Acting on specific intelli-
gence, a specialised team de-
tained Mayank Raj Mishra and
Vicky Maurya from Buxar,
Bihar, while a third suspect, Raj
Singh, was apprehended in Bal-
lia, Uttar Pradesh. After inter-
rogation by CID officials on May
10, all three were formally ar-
rested by the Madhyamgram
police. Investigators suspect the
trio were out-of-state hitmen
hired to carry out the Killing,
though who commissioned the
hit and why is still under inves-
tigation.

“All three have been re-
manded to police custody for 13
days,” said DIG (Cyber) Ajay

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

in the stock markets. The rupee
also dropped below the 95 level
t095.21 against the US dollar.

Unlock value through
Gold Monetisation
Scheme

Goldimportsrose24 per cent

to a record $71.98 billion in
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Business as Usual
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SCTO TMC: FILE FRESH
PLEA ON DELETIONS,
ASSEMBLY POLLS

NAGPUR, PATNA, PUNE, VADODARA
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay with his predecessor and
DMK chief MK Stalin at the latter’s residence in Chennai, Monday. pi

AIADMK stares at
split as rebel bloc of
30 pro-Vijay MLAS
turns on Palaniswami

17 of party’s 47
MLAsback EPS,
rest for Velumani
as floor leader

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 11

DAYS AFTER the collapse of
backchannel  discussions
around a possible DMK-
AIADMK understanding — an
idea that ended in political em-
barrassment for Tamil Nadu’s
two Dravidian majors — the
AIADMK now appears headed
toward a potentially historic
split, with a large section of
party leaders and newly elected
MLASs openly challenging the
leadership of Edappadi K Pala-
niswami or EPS and pushing for

alignment with the Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) led by
Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay.

What “Delhi” had long
hoped for after the death of
JJayalalithaa —aweakened and
internally fractured ATADMK —
now appears closer than ever,
with powerful leaderswithin the
party questioning EPS’s political
future after successive electoral
setbacks and accusing him of
isolating the party from emerg-
ing power equations.

At the centre of the crisis is
the question of whether
AIADMK should support
Vijay’s newly formed TVK gov-
ernment, which crossed the
majority mark Saturday after
intense post-poll negotiations
and support from allies.

According to reliable
sourcesin AIADMK, at least 30
MLAs and several senior

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

WFIa dictatorship... they afraid I will
win medals agaln Vlnesh in Gonda

Nihal Koshie
Gonda (UP), May 11

VINESH PHOGAT credits her
10-month-old son Kridhav for
bringingjoy to her life after the
2024 Paris heartbreak, fuelling
her with the energy to fight the
system and giving her the cour-
age to dream of watching him
cheer her at the next Olympics.
She said this hours after a
meeting with Wrestling Feder-
ation of India (WFI) president
Sanjay Singh, who blocked her
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Wrestler Vinesh Phogat speaks to reporters after meeting WFI chief
Sanjay Singhin Gonda, Uttar Pradesh, Monday. viJaY KUMAR/ IE HINDI

e BUILT IN 2001, ITS POOR CONDITION WAS RAISED AT LEAST SEVEN TIMES IN INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN AUGUST 2024 AND APRIL 2026

Before Bihar bridge collapsed, multiplei 1nspect1()ns several red flags —allignored

Santosh Singh
Patna, May 11

IN THE two yearsleadingupto
the partial collapse of the Vik-
ramshila bridge in Bihar last
week, multiple inspection
teams and officials raised red
flags that were not acted upon,
The Indian Express has learnt.
According to officials, the

ported.

The collapse led to a major
disruption of traffic between a
large part of Jharkhand and
south Bihar on one end, and
north and northeastern Bihar,
as well as West Bengal, on the
other. Traffic from both sides
has now been diverted to a
much longer route, makingthe
distance between Munger and

partial collapse hap- Khagaria 161 km via
pened in two stages, PAGE1 . theGangabridge, up
beginning with a anchor [  from14km over the
structural failure in ~ Vikramshila Setu.

pillar133 ataround 11.55 pmon
May 3, followed by a total span
collapse at 1.07 am on May 4,
which split the 4.7-kilometre-
longbridge over the Ganga into
two. No casualties were re-

Engineers and experts from
the Border Road Organisation
(BRO), theIndian Army and IIT
Patna, as well as officers from
the state Road Construction
Department (RCD) and the

Bihar Rajya Pul Nirman Nigam
Limited (BRPNNL), have been
at the site to plan the repair ef-
forts, expected to take up to
three months.

The BRPNN carries the
onus of coordinating with the
RCDtoensure the structural in-
tegrity of any bridge in the
state. Both the BRPNN and the
RCD had been made aware of
the “precarious condition” of
the bridge on multiple occa-
sions over the past two months,
sources said.

Following the collapse,
RCD’s NH division executive
engineer, Saket Kumar Roshan,
was suspended for alleged der-
eliction of duty.

His suspension letter, is-

A portion of the Vikramshila bridge collapsed last week. express

sued on May 4, said, “The re-
sponsibility of maintenance of
the bridge rested with RCD's
NH division (Bhagalpur) execu-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

tive engineer Saket Kumar Ro-
shan. Prima facie, he has been
found guilty of being lax and
disinterested about his duty

and is being suspended with
immediate effect.”
RCDsourcestold The Indian
Express that between August
2024 and April 2026, there had
been at least seven internal cor-
respondences regarding the
poor condition of the bridge,
which was built in 2001. Over
the years, the passage of over-
loaded trucks and the resultant
weakening of thebearings atthe
joints have been the main rea-
sons for its deteriorating condi-
tion, according to officials.
AnRCD sourcesaid: “In Au-
gust 2024, an inspection of the
bridge by RCD superintending
engineer showed gapsin six out
of 60-odd expansion joints. In
January 2025, RCD head-

New Delhi

quarters were reminded about
the inspection. In March 2025,
Bhagalpur District Magistrate
Nawal Kishore Choudhary re-
minded visiting state govern-
ment officials about widening
cracks in the bridge. However,
later that month, a joint team
from IIT Patna and BRPNNL
inspected the bridge and said
the structure was safe.”

“In April 2025, the National
Highways division, Bhagalpur,
reported to RCD headquarters
about four new cracks in the
bridge. In April 2026, visiting
RCD officials were told about
the damage to the bearings in
thebridge. That same month, a
detailed report on the bridge’s
poor condition was sent to RCD

headquarters,” the source said.
Less than a month later, the
partial collapse occurred.

Before these red flags were
raised, there had been two major
repairs of the bridge between
2020 and 2024, with officials say-
ingthissuggested thatit needed
overall better maintenance. An
RCD official said, “Between 2020
and 2022, several expansion
joints had been repaired with
partial closure of the bridge. In
2024, surface and structural re-
inforcementwasdone with new
bituminous layers to cover the
cracks appearing near the pil-
lars. Thiswas completed with li-
mited success.”

An expert, who visited the

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Wreckage of a sports bike and a car that collided in Telangana’s
Mahbubnagar district, Sunday. p1i

Speeding Hayabusa
superbike rams car
in Telangana, S dead

Sreenivas Janyala
Hyderabad, May 11

FIVE PEOPLE, including a
woman, a toddler and another
child, were killed when a speed-
ing superbike rammed into a
car in Telangana’s Mahbubna-
gar in the early hours of Mon-
day, police said.

The rider and pillion rider
on the Hayabusa motorcycle
also died on the spot.

Police said that M Basit, his
wife Arshia (20), their one-and-
a-half-year-old son, and
anotherboy aged nine, were re-
turning to Indiranagar in the
Palakonda area after a late
night event when the motor-
cycle crashed into their car
from behind.

“Basit was driving the car
and had slowed down to take a
right turn on the highway. The
bike, which was probably going
at a very high speed, rammed
into the car at its rear left door.
The woman and the two
children, who were sitting in
the back seat, were seriously in-
jured and died while being
moved to a hospital,” Addi-

tional SP N B Ratnam said.

The accident occurred on a
five-km stretch known as Pala-
konda Bypass, which is a spot
known for bike racing, police
said.

According to Additional SP
Ratnam, 15 persons from Hyde-
rabad on 13 superbikes had
gone to Mahbubnagar to attend
a friend’s family function.
“These are very expensive mo-
torcycles known as superbikes.
The group was returning to
Hyderabad late at night and
they were probably racing at
very high speeds. The
Hayabusa was being driven by
M Aziz, and the pillion rider
was Yakub Afzal. Both died on
the spot,” the officer said.

From CCTYV footage, police
determined the number of the
bikes and are trying to identify
riders to record their state-
ments. After the crash, the
other riders did not wait for an
ambulance or for police to ar-
rive and fled from the spot. The
impact was such that the rear
portion of the car was boxed in.
The motorcycle broke into
pieces and was mangled.

Kota maternal deaths:
Crisis widens, state
health department
intensifies probe

Parul Kulshrestha
Jaipur, May 11

DAYS AFTER the death of two
women who gave birth in Kota’s
New Medical College Hospital
prompted a probe by the Rajas-
than health department,
another government hospital in
the city hascome under scanner
following the death of a woman
following postpartum complica-
tions after a caesarean delivery.

Pinky Mahawar (31) under-
went the C-section procedure at
JKLone Hospital on May 7. Her
health began to worsen the fol-
lowing day, when her urine out-
put stopped, and her blood
pressure dropped significantly.
She died around 12.30 am on
Monday at the Super Speciality
Block (SSB) of the New Medical
College, where she had been re-
ferred late Sunday night from JK
Lone Hospital.

Anotherwomanhad diedon
May 9 at JK Lone Hospital after
giving birth, and doctors at-
tributed her death to heart fail-
ure. Sources said she was already
suffering from health issues
when she was brought to JK
Lone, and itremained unclear if
the death waslinked to postpar-
tum complications seen in the
case of Pinky and the two
women who died last week at
New Medical College Hospital.

Two other women, who also
gavebirth at JK Lone, developed
complications after their de-
liveries and remain in critical
condition. The health depart-
ment has nowwidened its probe
into the crisis at New Medical
College Hospital to include the
postpartum deaths and compli-
cations at JK Lone Hospital.

Earlier, six women who
underwent C-section at New
Medical College Hospital on
May 4 had developed serious
complications, including kid-
ney-relatedissues, leadingtothe
death of two of them. The four
othersremain under treatment,
with two still in the ICU.

Many of the women have re-
portedly developed complica-
tions such as kidney failure, in-
ability to pass urine, low blood
pressure, and liver dysfunction
after delivery.

Pinky’s family on Monday
refused to allow a postmortem
and staged a sit-in protest out-
side the SSB, holding her four-
day-old infant. The family has
alleged negligence on the part of
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Two deaths have been reported
at JK Lone Hospital

authorities at JK Lone, and de-
manded a clear explanation for
her death.

Her husband, Chandrapra-
kash, claimed that despite simi-
lar cases of kidney-related issues
being reported, she was neither
referred in time nor was the
family properly informed about
the situation.

Nilesh Jain, the principal
and controller of Kota Govern-
ment Medical College and as-
sociated hospitals, under which
both the New Medical College
Hospital and the JK Lone Hos-
pital come, said it was not yet
clear what had caused these
deaths. “We are investigating
this. A team from Jaipur’s SMS
Hospitalisalsoworkingday and
night, and we will find a result
soon,” hesaid. Ajay Phatak, Drug
Controllerunder Rajasthan’s De-
partment of Health, told TheIn-
dian Expressthat authorities col-
lected 24 samples from the
medical college hospital, includ-
ing 20 medicines and other
medical equipment. “We have
sent the samples to the lab, and
itwilltakeatleast15daystogeta
report. We are doing our part,
and the medicines used have
been barred for use all over the
state,” he said.

Giving updates on the
women under treatment, the
health department said in a
statement, “Among the four
postpartumwomen admitted to
the Super Speciality Kota Gov-
ernment Hospital, one patient
has shown significantimprove-
ment, with adequate urine out-
put observed. Another patient
has also improved compared to
her earlier condition and has
started taking food. Both of these
patients have now been moved
from the ICU to the General
Ward. The third patient has
shown improvement relative to
her previous state, while the
fourth patient remains stable.”
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PM’s austerity push

1.1 per cent of GDP.

But since the onset of the
conflict, forex reserves have
plummeted by $38 billion, and
the rupee hasbreached the 95to
a US dollar mark. A sharply
lower rupee can potentially
erode investor confidence, and
further exacerbate the capital
account, fear government offi-
cials.

Itisin thisbackdropthatthe
Prime Minister seems to be ad-
vocating a series of harsh
measures such as avoiding
overseastravel and destination
weddings, postponing gold
purchases, preference for local
products, domestic tourism,
and use of metros and electric
vehicles — all of which are
aimed atreducingimportsand
foreign exchange outgo.

Modiwarned that the econ-

Eex, gold

2025-26. In two years, the gold
import bill has almost doubled
from $35 billion in 2022-23. The
import bill stood at $45.54 bil-
lionin2023-24, indicatingacon-
sistent upward trend in value
term over the last two years.
Rajesh Rokde, Chairman of
AllIndia Gemand Jewellery Do-
mestic Council (GJC) has pro-
posed amonetisation schemeto
unlock value in gold. India al-
ready possesses thousands of
tonnes of idle household gold.
“Thesolution maynotlieonlyin
reducing demand, but also in
unlockingtheimmense value of
existinggold through a transpar-
ent and regulated Gold Monet-
isation Scheme (GMS),” he said.
Instead of idle gold remain-
ing locked in households and
lockers, GMS can channel itinto
the formal economy — reduc-
ing imports, easing current ac-
count deficit (CAD) pressure
and strengthening India’s finan-
cial ecosystem. The answer lies
notonlyinconsuminglessgold,
but in utilising existing gold
more efficiently, transparently
and productively, Avinash
Gupta of the Council said.
According to an AngelOne
report, India is the world’s sec-

Bihar

bridge to inspect it after the par-
tial collapse, said, “The repair
budget that stood at Rs 26 crore
before the collapse hasnow shot
up to Rs 75 crore, with 13 new
points of cracks being ident-
ified.”

BRPNNL chairman Chan-
drashekhar Singh said, “Our pri-
mary goal is to repair the bridge
and restore trafficeven as a par-
allelinternal probe isonto assess
the conditions that led to the
partial collapse.”

“BRO experts and structural
specialists from IIT are tasked
with the delicate job of stabilis-
ing the ageing pillars and slabs.
While these emergency repairs
are underway, the ultimate sol-
ution to the region’s transport
woes remains on the horizon. A
parallel four-lane bridge isunder
construction andisscheduled to
open by December 2026. This
new infrastructureisexpected to
permanently offload traffic from
the Vikramshila Setu, finally re-
tiring the burdened bridge from
heavy-duty service and prevent-
ing a repeat of the current grid-
lock,” Singh said.

A senior RCD official said
Chief Minister Samrat Choud-
hary has ordered a safety audit
of all major bridges after this par-
tial collapse. “The CM gave the
instructions after he conducted
an aerial survey of the bridge on
May 5,” the official said.

After10 bridge collapse inci-
dentsin 2024 itself, the state gov-
ernment tookahost of corrective
measures, suspending over a
dozen engineers for negligence
and blacklisting about a half
dozen contractors. It imple-
mented anew “Bridge Mainten-
ance Policy” to ensure regular
health audits of existing struc-
tures, and new SOPs were estab-
lished for quality management.

Ex-minister

cash in the bank accounts
under his control. He will be
produced tomorrow (Tuesday)
morning before the Hon’ble
Special Court,” ED sources said.

Bose, who has been sum-
moned multiple times in con-
nection with the ED probe into
the case, had reached the ED of-
fice at the CGO Complexin Salt
Lake around 10.30 am on Mon-
day, accompanied by his son,

omic aftereffects of the ongoing
tensions could impact India
through soaring import prices,
disrupted supply chains and
mounting pressure on foreign
exchange reserves. He asked
peopleto prepare for a period of
global uncertainty and re-
peatedly stressed on “small sac-
rifices” and “collective respon-
sibility”.

Reiterating the appeals
made in Karnataka and Telan-
gana, he said he had “the right
over Gujarat” to make “more
emphasising points”. Pointing
outthat gold imports put press-
ure on foreign exchange re-
serves, he asked people to “post-
pone the purchase of gold” until
conditions normalise. “Gold is
not necessary,” Modi said. He
alsourged them to reduce cook-
ing oil consumption.

ond-largest gold consumer after
China, with imports largely
meeting jewellery sector de-
mand. Higher gold imports
have implications for the cur-
rent account deficit, which rose
to $13.2 billion, or 1.3 per cent of
GDP, in the December quarter,
according to RBI data released
on March 2, 2026. Switzerland
remained the largest source of
India’s gold imports, accounting
for around 40 per cent of the
total, followed by the UAE with
over 16 per cent and South Af-
ricawith nearly 10 per cent. Im-
ports from Switzerland in-
creased by 11.36 per cent to
$24.27 billion in 2025-26.

Outward remittances
remain high

Under LRS, outward remit-
tances were at $29.56 billion in
FY25. Of this, travel accounted
for more than 50 per cent outgo
at $16.96 billion. In the first 11
months of FY26, the LRS remit-
tances stood at $24.68 billion;
January and February outward
LRS were $2.68 billion and $2.33
billion, respectively.

Crudeimpact high

Crude oil is likely to remain
elevated and volatile, even with
atemporary ceasefire. The geo-
political risk premium—par-
ticularly around the Strait of

Chief Secy

Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.
The move comes days after the
government appointed the Elec-
tion Commission’s special ob-
server for West Bengal, Subrata
Gupta, as an advisor to Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari.
“The Governor is pleased to ap-
point Shri Manoj Kumar Agar-
wal, IAS (WB:1990), Chief Elec-
toral Officer, West Bengal and
ex-officio Additional Chief Sec-
retary, Home and Hill Affairs
(Election) Department, Govt. of
West Bengal as Chief Secretary
tothe Government of West Ben-
gal,” read an order dated May 11.

OnMonday, Agarwal accom-
panied Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari in his meetings with
administrative officials at the
state secretariat, Nabanna.

“Unlike Mamata Banerjee,
who had subverted the bureau-
cracy by blatantly flouting the
rules governing the IAS by
superseding dozens of officers,
the BJP Government of West
Bengal has appointed the sen-
iormost IAS officer working in
the state, Shri Manoj Agarwal, as
the ChiefSecretary of West Ben-
gal in keeping with its promise
torestore the dignity of the laws
oftheland,” the BJPpostedon X.

TMC'’s Leader in the Rajya
Sabha, Derek O’Brien, quipped
sarcastically thatitwasa “purely
acoincidence”.

The party’s Deputy Leaderin
theRajyaSabha, Sagarika Ghose,
called it a “brazen proof” of
Agarwal having unfairly con-
ducted the elections. “The so-
called ‘neutral umpire’ is re-
warded with the post of top
bureaucrat of the BJP govern-
ment in Bengal. Does anyone
still seriously believe the elec-
tions in the state were free and
fair? This is outrageous and
brazen,” she said.

Samudra.

He had been the Fire and
Emergency Services ministerin
the previous Mamata Banerjee
government. In the recent As-
sembly election, in which the
TMC suffered a heavy defeat to
the BJP, helost his Bidhannagar
seat. Previously, he has also
served as the vice-chairman of
the South Dum Dum Munici-
pality.

Bose had earlier appeared
before the ED on May 1for ques-
tioning. The agency has pre-
viously searched establish-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

global supply chains have been
severely disrupted, the Prime
Minister stressed on reducing
burden on country’s resources
and said, “The government is
continuously making efforts to
ensure that ordinary citizens
are affected as little as possible
by these adverse situations... A
major portion of India’simports
consists of crude oil, and unfor-
tunately, the regions supplying
much of the world’s oil are cur-
rently caught in crisis and con-
flict,” he said.

“Until the situation returns
to normal, all of us must to-
gether take small but meaning-
ful pledges. I appeal to every
citizen: wherever possible, re-
duce the use of petrol and die-
sel. Use the metro, electric
buses, and public transport
more frequently. Promote car-
pooling. Those who own cars
should travel together with

Hormuz—is unlikely to dissi-
pate quickly. “For India, thisisa
critical vulnerability. Sustained
high crude prices would widen
the current account deficit and
feed directly into inflation,”
former RBI Governor D Subba-
raosaid.

Even without an actual
supply disruption, uncertainty
alone can keep prices elevated.
The more realistic scenario is
one of moderately high and vol-
atile oil prices, rather than a re-
turn to earlier Dbenign
levels.State-owned oil market-
ing companies — Indian Oil,
Bharat Petroleum and Hindus-
tan Petroleum — are estimated
tobe pilingup under-recoveries,
which isthedifference between
the retail price and the import
price, ofabout Rs 30,000 crorea
month on petrol, diesel and
cooking gas.

The ongoing conflictin West
Asia could drive up diesel and
petrol prices in India, which
may, inturn, add toinflationary
pressures. In its latest monthly
economicreview released April,
the Ministry of Finance had said
while some countries are yet to
pass on higher prices of energy
products and other commod-
ities to households and busi-
nesses, itis “inevitable” they will
have to do so. The Prime Min-
ister has encouraged citizens to

Referring to the appoint-
ments of Agarwal and Gupta,
Congresscommunications chief
Jairam Ramesh said, “These ap-
pointments reflect the brazen
collusion and connivance be-
tween ECI and BJP. There is no
longer even an attempt to keep
the collusion discrete or con-
cealed. An entire state went to
the election with 27 lakh people
being debarred from voting.
This was tactfully executed by
the ECItocreate an electoral ad-
vantage for the BJP.”

AformerIITian, Agarwal was
appointed the West Bengal CEO
in March 2025 after the EC re-
jected the state’s first shortlist of
candidatesand soughtarevised
panel of three IAS officers who
would retire shortly after May
2026. The poll panel wanted a
CEOwhowould retire after over-
seeing the 2026 Assembly polls
and, therefore, could “notbe put
under any kind of pressure by
Bengal’s ruling dispensation
(the TMC) duringthe elections”,
asenior bureaucrat said.

TMC chairperson Mamata
Banerjee has criticised Agarwal
several times over alleged parti-
sanship. Last month, the TMC
lodged acomplaintwith the EC,
accusing Agarwal of bias and
“partisan conduct” favouring
the BJP. The face-off escalated
when senior minister Chan-
drima Bhattacharya raised a
2009 CBI probe into Agarwal’s
alleged disproportionate assets.
In 2013, the CBI filed a charge-
sheet alleging Agarwal and his
wife, Rooma, had amassed Rs
146 croreindisproportionate as-
setsin a violation of the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act. However,
in 2018, a Delhi court acquitted
Agarwal, adecision that the CBI
challenged. Agarwal has
claimed that the chargesheet
“ultimately resulted in an hon-
ourable acquittal by thelearned
Special Judge”. —WITHASAD

REHMAN IN NEW DELHI

ments owned by Bose and his
son in connection with the case,
and investigators claimed that
they recovered incriminating
documents related to the al-
leged scam duringthe searches.

According to sources, Bose
had received multiple ED no-
tices during the Assembly elec-
tion period, including one on
April 6, the day nomination
papers were filed. He had then
moved the Calcutta High Court
seeking exemption from ap-
pearance, citing election cam-
paign commitments.

well... Digital technology has
made many things easier today.
It is important that both gov-
ernment and private offices
prioritise virtual meetings and
work-from-home arrange-
ments.. I would also request
schools to focus more on online
classes for some time,” the
Prime Minister said.

Modi urged citizens toadopt
local products and support
entrepreneurs from villages,
towns and citiesinstead of rely-
ing on foreign goods. He also
criticised the growing trend of
foreign vacations and overseas
destination weddings, asking,
“Are there not enough beautiful
places in India where we can
celebrate our vacations?” Modi
encouraged families to explore
India’s own history and heri-
tage, while describing India as
the most “beautiful and sacred”
place for weddings.

adopt electric vehicles, use car-
pooling, and rely more on pub-
lic transport.

Foreigntravel,

overseas weddings

Foreign travel by Indians has
surged post-pandemic even as
tourist arrivals into India from
other countries have lagged be-
hind. As per the Ministry of
Tourismdata, Indiasaw arecord
departure of 32.71 million na-
tionals during 2025, a 5.9 per
cent growth over the previous
year. In 2024, the departure of
Indian nationals was recorded
at 30.89 million. Except for the
pandemic years of 2020 and
2021, which saw a sharp dip, In-
dians have increasingly opted to
travel abroad.

Meanwhile, foreign tourist
arrivals in India in 2025 were
9.02 million, 94 per cent lower
than the previous year. Foreign
exchange earnings during 2025
stood at Rs2.74 lakh crore, down
6.6 per cent from the previous
year. Tourism plays an impor-
tant role in the country’s GDP
and is as wel an employment-
providing sector. In 2023-24,
tourism is estimated to have
contributed 5.22 per cent to the
country’s GDP, while 3.69 crore
people were employed directly
in tourism, the Ministry data
showed.

[
Vinesh

attempt to return to the mat at
the Open National Ranking
tournament in Gonda — the
home turf of former BJP MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh, whom
she had accused of sexually ha-
rassing her.

“My son has fixed my heart.
Afterbeingineligible to compete
inthefinal at the Paris Olympics,
I had run out of emotions. But
my son has brought backjoyinto
my life. The energy I have dis-
covered to fight against the sys-
temis coming frommyson,” Vi-
nesh told The Indian Express.

“Iam feeling good about my
comeback because I know Krid-
hav is seeing me. I dream of
going to the Olympics and
seeing my son cheer for me.”

This came twodays after she
was issued a show-cause notice
over a range of charges and
barred from competition till
June 26. Vinesh said the feder-
ationwas determined tostop her
from participating in this year's
Asian Games. “The WFIisadic-
tatorship. They are afraid that I
willwin medals again. Basically,
the WFI wants to stop me from
participating in the Asian
Games and they want me to re-
tire,” she alleged.

Vinesh, along with husband
Somvirand agroup of wrestlers,
reached the Nandininagar Ma-
havidyalaya in Nawabganj,
Gonda, past4 pm for the official
verification for the women's
freestyle competition. A Con-
gress MLA from Julana, shewas
accompanied by security per-
sonnel. “Itold the WFI president
(Sanjay Singh) that I got the no-
tice on Friday night and was
given 14 days to reply. I have a
sontotakecareof...Igaveashort
reply because of lack of time...
butlet me compete now. After 14
days, if you are not satisfied with
my reply, you can take action,”
Vinesh said.

“But the WFI president said,
'"No, you have to give a detailed
reply and after that we will form
acommittee after14-15daysand
itwilldecide'.I1told them, Thope
the committee will meet before
the 2028 Olympics',” she said.

The WFI, meanwhile, issued
a statement reiterating that Vi-
neshwasineligible to participate
in the competition in Gonda.

Later in the evening, Vinesh
posted on X that the Interna-
tional Testing Agency had given
her the green signal to compete
from January 1, 2026.

New Delhi

functionaries are now aligned
with a rebel bloc led by former
ministersSP Velumani, C Vijaya-
baskar and senior leader C Ve
Shanmugham. The group is
pushing for the party to formally
back the TVK and join the gov-
ernment. EPS, however, remains
unwillingtodoso. The ATADMK
won 47 seats in the Assembly
elections.

Sources in the rebel camp
said the numbers have already
left EPS politically weakened
within the party. “He (EPS) may
still be AIADMK general secre-
tary officially, but the majority of
power centres inside the party
are no longer with him,” said a
senior leader familiar with the
negotiations. The dissident fac-
tionis nowunderstood tobe pre-
paring for a formal break if ne-
gotiations fail. Sources said
several leaders in the camp be-
lieve they could align with TVK
within a week.

The crisis gripping the
ATADMK came to surface Mon-
day when the party MLASs ar-
rived at the Assembly on the
openingday ofthenewHousein
separate groups. A larger bloc of
AIADMK MLAs is rallying be-
hind Shanmugam, while a
smaller group remainswith EPS.

Seventeen MLAS have sub-
mitted a letter to the Assembly
Secretary backing EPS as the
AIADMK Legislature Party
leader, while around 30 MLAs
from the Shanmugam faction
have done the same favouring
Velumani as their floor leader.

Theimmediatetrigger forthe
escalation came after the col-
lapse of last week’s alleged DMK-
AIADMK power-sharing dis-
cussions — a development that
had briefly united factions
within AIADMK. According to
sources, the proposed arrange-
ment involved an AIADMK-led
coalition governmentbacked by
all smaller allies from the DMK
and ATADMK alliances, with out-
side support from the DMK and
EPS projected as Chief Minister.
But the plan reportedly un-
ravelled after disagreements
overleadership and power-shar-

Leaseterms

would not be appropriate to
comment on the merits of the
case. We have full faith in the
legal process and, in our view,
the Supreme Court judgment
and the law as it stands, only
further substantiate and sup-
port our stand. We have full
faith in the courts, and in due
process of law, and we are con-
fident that our legal standing
will be vindicated in due
course.”

The 7.58-acre property, di-
vided into Sujan Singh Park
North and South, was given on
perpetual lease to the company
on April 26, 1945, the Supreme
Court judgment notes. As per
the lease, the company was to
construct 100 residential flats
that were to be used by the gov-
ernment during World War II,
after which 50% of'the flats were
to be retained by the govern-
ment for afair rent and the other
50% were to go to the company.

Over the years, the number
of units retained by the govern-
ment dropped to14 flats, 39 ser-
vant quarters and 25 garages.
These flats were allotted to sen-
ior government officials.

In 1991, the company moved

3 suspects

Thakur, a member of the SIT.
They were produced before
the Barasat ACJM Court.

The breakthrough came
from a series of technical
blunders by the perpetrators.
The silver hatchback used in
the attack carried a fake
number plate that carried the
same registration as a vehicle
registered in Siliguri. As per
the investigators, the suspects
appeared to have lifted photos
from an online sales portal to
replicate the registration.

The car crossed West Ben-
gal’s Bally toll plaza shortly be-
fore the attack — this was cap-
tured on CCTV — and one of
the occupants attempted a UPI
payment that didn’t go
through. A second suspect
then used his own mobile to
complete the transaction, an
error that allowed investiga-
tors to trace bank details and
KYC records. This led them to
the suspects’ phone numbers
and eventually their locations.

Following their arrest, one
of the accused disclosed the in-
volvement of a third alleged
accomplice, Raj Singh, who
was apprehended. “In cases of

ruthaigal Katchi (VCK) leader
Thol Thirumavalavan, who con-
sidered theidea, objected to EPS
becoming CM. When Thiruma-
valavan’s own name was floated
in discussions, EPS was unwill-
ing to accept the proposal.

Once the idea collapsed and
TVK demonstrated majority
support on Saturday, with VCK’s
promise of support, old fault
linesinside ATADMK resurfaced
rapidly.

Partyinsiderssaid EPS spent
Sunday meeting district secre-
taries in an effort to consolidate
control. But even there, the sig-
nals were troubling for him.
Morethan halfthedistrict secre-
taries are believed to be leaning
toward Velumani, the influential
Coimbatore-based leader long
considered one of EPS’s closest
organisational and financial pil-
lars.

“Thereisnowaserious ques-
tion inside the party about how
many peoplearound EPSareac-
tuallyloyal to him,” said aformer
AIADMK minister. The rebel
camp has reportedly placed two
demands before EPS: that he
step down as general secretary
and allow the party to negotiate
politically with TVK.

Tensions are also emerging
within the dissident bloc itself
over succession. Sources said
there is no consensus yet on
whether Velumani or Shanmug-
ham should eventually take
charge of the party if EPS is re-
moved. Even among AIADMK
cadres, doubts persist over
whether therebelleadershiprep-
resents genuine renewal or
merely arearrangement of exist-
ing power structures.

“People are asking;: if they
take over, how different are they
from the current leadership?”
said a senior functionary from
western Tamil Nadu.

Sources in TVK said dis-
cussions on cabinet allocation
are already underway infor-
mally. Accordingtothem, oneor
twoberths may goto VCK, twoto
Congress, while AIADMK could
receive anywhere between eight
and twelve ministries, depend-
ing on the number of MLAs
eventually joining the coalition.

the Additional Rent Controller,
alleging that the government
had defaulted on the Rs 2,400
monthly rent, and sought evic-
tion. The government argued
that it was not a “landlord-ten-
ant relationship”, as per the
judgment. The matter went
through the Rent Control Tribu-
nal, Delhi High Court, and fi-
nally the Supreme Court.

Boththetribunaland the HC
ruled in favour of the company
in 2007 and 2008 respectively.
The government appealed in
the Supreme Court, which, on
April 22, set aside the High
Court’sjudgment, and quashed
the eviction. Since then,
MoHUA sourcessaid, the Direc-
torate of Estates, under the min-
istry, hastaken possession of the
flats, quarters and garages.

After the then British gov-
ernment decided to move the
capital from then Calcutta to
Delhi in 1911, Sobha Singh,
along with his father Sujan
Singh, were the builders who
were contracted to construct
some of the key projects de-
signed by Edwin Lutyens and
Herbert Baker, including Rash-
trapati Bhavan and India Gate.
His descendants, including
grandson Preminder Singh,
continue to run Sir Sobha Singh
and Sons today.

this nature, we often find that
contract Killers are hired from
different states,” a police of-
ficer said.

Senior investigators noted
striking similarities with the
April 1, 2023, murder of Raju
Jha, a businessman and BJP
leader shot dead by assailants
while he and two associates
had parked their vehicle at a
confectionery shop in West
Bengal’s Purba Bardhaman.In
that case, too, the state police
and an SIT tracked suspected
professional hitmen across
Bihar and Jharkhand over sev-
eral months. “While the execu-
tion suggests high-profile
hired Kkillers, there is likely a
mastermind. However, the
probeisinits infancy, and it is
too early to draw definitive
conclusions,” an officer said.

The families of the three ac-
cused have alleged they were
being falsely implicated.

Jamwanti Singh, mother of
Raj Singh, who hails from Chil-
kahar block in UP’s Ballia dis-
trict, said her son was inno-
cent and demanded a CBI
probe.

Ballia SP Omveer Singh
said the district police had not
been informed by their West
Bengal counterparts about the
arrest.
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Dust barriers
at construction
sitesa must:
Govttightens
control norms

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 11

DELHI HAS mandated the use
of high-density dust barriers at
construction and demolition
(C&D) sites, with at least 100-
GSM green nets now compul-
sory, the Environment Min-
ister’s office said on Monday.

The direction, issued by the
Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee (DPCC)with immediate
effect, requires all project pro-
ponents toinstall high-density
green netsto cover scaffolding,
exposed construction zones
and stored C&D materials to
better contain dust emissions.

Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said the
moveisaimed at strengthening
on-ground dust control and
plugging gaps in compliance.
“Delhiisactingateverylevelto
control dust pollution, from
strict regulations and scientific
planning to stronger com-
pliance and enforcement on
the ground,” he said.

Officials said construction
activity remains a significant
contributor to particulate pol-
lution in the city, and the new
specification ensures that dust
barriers are not merely sym-
bolic but effective in containing
PM2.5and PM10 at source. The
order follows directions from
the Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) on dust
control norms and inspection
protocols for C&D projects.

SUB-CITIES LIKE NARELA, ROHINI ALSO IN FOCUS

Hub for data centres,
semiconductor plantsin
Dwarka: LG seeks plan

Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, May 11

IN A significant move thataims
to turn Dwarka, Rohini, Narela
and other sub-cities in the
Capital into decentralised
economic hubs, the Delhi De-
velopment Authority (DDA) is
exploring the possibility of at-
tracting industry players linked
to semiconductor plants, data
centres, warehousing and glo-
bal capability centres (GCCs),
said officials.

Lieutenant Governor Taran-
jit Singh Sandhu, whoisalsothe
chairman of DDA, at a recent
meetingreviewed development
initiatives for Dwarka and other
sub-cities. He directed officials
to draw up a plan and examine
the feasibility of attracting non-
polluting industries such as IT
and IT-enabled services, health-
care institutions, digital infra-
structure companies and
GCCstothese areas.

“Such transformation will
notonlybringin hitherto absent
investment opportunities,
which had off late shifted to
other cities, but also create em-
ployment and generate fi-
nances, even as the city devel-
oped in a sustainable manner,”
Sandhu said at the meeting, ac-
cordingto officials.

At the heart of the proposal
discussed at the meeting are

Yamuna cruise set to sail

‘NAMO YAMUNA’ CRUISE vessel is docked at Sonia Vihar Boat Club on
Monday. Services between Wazirabad and Sonia Vihar are likely to begin
this month. On April 24, Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal had said at
the Idea Exchange event of The Indian Express: “...in May, you will be
happy to see the movement of vessels in the Yamuna for the first time.”

LG Taranijit Singh Sandhu

several factors —improved con-
nectivity, availability of land
parcels and upcoming infra-
structure projectsin these areas.
For instance, proximity to the
Indira Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA), presence of Yashob-
hoomi Convention Centre and
investment-ready DDA land
parcels are factors that favour
development on these lines in
Dwarka, according to officials.

Last month, the Delhi gov-
ernment announced that it has
started drafting a semiconduc-
tor policy aimed at positioning
the Capital as a hub for
chip design, research and ad-
vanced packaging.

Sandhu directed DDA to
come up with a concrete time-
bound plan of action to attract
non-pollutingindustriesin con-
sultation with all stakeholders
at the earliest, said officials.

The DDA will also examine
the possibility of promoting
data centres, warehousing and

semiconductor plants, particu-
larly in view of the improved
road connectivity in these parts,
officials said.

Various developments like
operationalisation ofthe Urban
Extension Road-II, extensive
network of Metro lines, DDA’s
new transit-oriented develop-
ment (TOD) policy, which was
unveiled last month, upcoming
education hubs and evolution of
these sub-cities into major resi-
dential areas, have also made
these localities fit for being de-
veloped as decentralised econ-
omic hubs, Sandhu is said to
have told the officials.

Officials said the proposal is
aimed at strengthening econ-
omic activity outside Central
Delhi and creating new com-
mercial and institutional
clustersin planned urban exten-
sions developed by the DDA.

Sub-cities are planned, self-
contained urban extensions de-
veloped on the periphery of
major cities to reduce congestion
and promote mixed land use.

The push for attracting data
centres and semiconductor
plants comes amid a concerted
effort by the Centre to attract
such investmentsto the country.
States like Tamil Nadu, Gujarat
and Uttar Pradesh have already
rolled out SOPs like cheaper
land, electricity and water to
compete for these industries.

PRAVEEN KHANNA:

AIMISTOPROMOTE TOURISM, Sonowal had said. The vessel can
take 40 passengers for an hour-long ride. Delhi Minister Kapil Mishra
had said earlier that the cruise will offer a premium experience at an af-
fordable price. Facilities such as food, entertainment, and music will be

available onthe cruise.

RWAs, NGOs LIKELY TO RECEIVE UP TO 100% FUNDING
Govt plans higher financial aid for parks, gardens

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 11

THE DELHI government is
considering a substantial in-
crease in the financial assis-
tance for the maintenance and
development of  parks
and gardens across the Capital,
with Resident Welfare Associ-
ations (RWAs), NGOs and reg-
istered societies likely to re-
ceive up to 100% funding for
eligible projects.

“Building a robust and sus-
tainable green network re-
mains a key priority for the gov-
ernment. Long-term upkeep of
public spaces is only possible
with active community in-
volvement. The proposed
measures are designed to em-
power RWAs and local organ-
isations to take greater respon-
sibility in maintaining
neighbourhood parks,” Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta said.

Acknowledging rising costs
and higher labour wages, the
government has proposed in-
creasing the annual mainten-
ance assistance from Rs 2.55

lakh per acre to Rs 3.8 lakh per
acre. This, officials said,
will help ensure better cleanli-
ness, irrigation and preserva-
tion of greenery.

At present, financial sup-
port for maintenance of parks
is provided through the Delhi
Parks and Gardens Society
under a 90:10 cost-sharing
model, where participating or-
ganisations contribute 10% of
the total cost. Officials said the
government is now consider-
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ing scrapping this model.

The move is aimed at
encouraging wider participa-
tion from RWAs and smaller or-
ganisations that may not have

the financial resources
to contribute under the exis-
ting system.

The proposal also includes
a significant increase in one-
time assistance for the develop-
ment of new parks. Officials
said the financial support for
new parks may be raised from

Rs1lakh per acre to Rs 2.9 lakh
per acre, particularly to support
green spaces in newly devel-
oped colonies and densely
populated areas where parks
are limited.

In addition, the govern-
ment is considering one-time
grants of up to Rs 2.5 lakh per
acre for upgrading existing
parks. This assistance could be
used on facilities like display
boards, dustbins and UPVC ir-
rigation pipelines.
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I Appointment of PR Agency I

Sealed quotations are invited from PR AGENCIES to act as
Public Belations Agency at Central University of Rajasthan.
Tender notice and detailed information are available on

www.curaj.ac.in and the CPP Portal (https://eprocure.gov.in)
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WAPCOS Limited

(An English Medium Co-Education School)
RECRUITMENT OF PRT SPORTS (CONTRACTUAL - 01)

1. Air Force Schoof Maraina, Delhi Canttinvites application against the post
of PRT Sports (Contractual -01)

2. Elgibility for the posts and other relevant details are available on website
of the school www.racecourseschools.in. Applicants must be received
either by mail (afsndelhi@amail.com) or drop box at Main Guard Room,
Air Force Station, Race Course, New Delhi-03 on or before 20 May, 2026.

3. Chairman, School Management Committee reserves the right of
cancelling the selecbon process al any stage even after the
adveriisement without any notice or assigning any reason,

Chairman
School Management Comittee

(A Government of India Undertaking)
ENGAGEMENT OF EXPERIENCED ENGINEERS ON

PROJECT TERM BASIS

WAPCOS Limited invites applications from experienced
Engineers for various projects under RDSS (Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme) for engagement on Project Term
Basis for various positions.

Interested candidates may send their applications in the
prescribed format at rdss@wapcos.co.in on or before
26.05.2026

For detailed information regarding qualifications, experience &
other terms & conditions, candidates may visit the official
website: WWW.wapcos.co.in

Any further amendments / updates shall be notified only on the
official website.

FOUR MEN DETAINED, SAY POLICE
‘Clothes torn, hit with bamboo sticks,
passersby looked on’: Two women
allege molestation at Nehru Place

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 11

A USUAL hangout at Nehru
Place in South Delhi on Sunday
allegedly turned into a night-
mare for two women when a
group of men molested and as-
saulted them even as passersby
looked on. All four suspects
identified have been detained
and are being questioned, po-
lice said on Monday.

One of the women, who is
from Assam, recalling the hor-
ror, told The Indian Express,
“We just had tea at a stall near
Eros Hotel and crossed over to
get a bottle of water from
another stall. Four men cameon
two bikes. One of them opened
his shirt and started passing ob-
jectionable comments at us.
Then, the others followed.”

Asshe protested, she added,
acararrived at the spot and the
driver opened his gate. “The
man (in the car) keptlooking at
my friend. When she asked him
tomove, hedidn’tlisten. Soshe
started recording him using her
phone camera. Then the other
men who were passing objec-
tionable comments earlier also
came there, and slapped my
friend. They also tore her
clothes and when she shouted
atthem, they chased herwith a
bamboo stick. They molested
her and used derogatory terms
for us.” The other woman is
from Bihar.

EXPRESS

AspertheFIR,
when the women
weretryingto escape
fromthearea,the
accused triedto
stop them and
threatened them of
dire consequences

Most bystanders, the
women claimed, stood around
them and were busy recording
the incident, instead of trying
to stop the alleged assault and
abuse. “We had to call the
North-East Special Cell of Delhi
Police for help,” she said.The
Delhi Police Special Police Unit
for North Eastern Region
(SPUNER), formerly known as
the Northeast Special Cell, is a
dedicated unit designed to en-
sure the safety and address
grievances of people from the
Northeast living in Delhi.

The fouraccused, who have
been apprehended, have been
identified as Md Fahad (28), Md
Savej (28), Mohd Faheem (21),
and Md Arif (33), said officers.

According to the Delhi Po-
lice, a PCR call regarding the
incident was received at Kalkaji
police station around 7 am on
Sunday. A police team immedi-
ately rushed to the spot —atea
stall at the Eros Hotel — and
found the two women.

areers

“The victims claimed that
when they objected to the slurs,
the men continued to make de-
rogatory remarks and verbally
abused them. A couple of more
menjoined the argument,” said
asenior police officer.

The argument soon turned
violent, said police. The
women, they said, claimed they
were abused, molested, and hit
with bamboo sticks when they
tried to get away.

Police said the women were
taken to AIIMS Hospital, where
their medical examination was
conducted.

Based on the complaintand
preliminary findings, a case
was registered at Kalkaji police
station under sections 115(2), 74,
126(2), 351(2), 78 and 3(5) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, and
investigation was initiated.

During the probe, police
said they examined CCTV foot-
age from nearby areas and
identified eight witnesses and
passersby who were present at
the time of the incident. Offi-
cialssaid all eight persons were
called for questioning,.

As per the FIR, when the
women were trying to escape
from the area, the accused tried
to stop them and threatened
them of dire consequences.
Mohd. Faheem, one of the ac-
cused, worksasacabdriver, said
DCP ( South east) Hemant Ti-
wari,addingthat he wasthe one
in the car who harassed them.
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A \ Maharashtra Airport Development Company Ltd.

RECRUITMENT

MADC invites applications from eligible candidates for
various positions (on contractual basis) in the company.

For more Details visit www.madcindia.org. Details will be
available on the website from 12/05/2026 from 13.00 hours.

Sd/-

Vice Chairman and Managing Director

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU PORT AUTHORITY 36

LU ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT (Personnel Section)
IS0 9001:2015, IS0 14001:2015, ISO 45001:2018, 150 27001:2013 CERTIFIED

Advt. No. A/PEIA-12/2026

JNPA invites applications for the post of Deputy General Manager
(PAIR) and Deputy General Manager [Finance)

Traffic personnel
tosend OTPs
whileimposing
on-the-spot fines

Alok Singh
New Delhi, May 11

THE DELHI Traffic Police have
added a procedural layer tothe
system by which on-the-spot
challans are issued to alleged
offenders. A one-time pass-
word (OTP) will be sent to the
number provided by the driver
to verify it really belongs to the
right recipient.

A senior Traffic Police of-
ficer said junk mobile phone
numbers in the challan data-
base have become a major
problem for the department. It
also causes needless anxiety to
those who receive the challans
based on the junk numbers.

The Delhi Traffic Police re-
ceive around 60,000 challan-
related updates every day, and
traffic personnel issue almost
20,000 challans daily to the cor-
rect recipients.

An officer said that when
drivers are stopped by traffic
personnel over violations, of-
ficers ask the driver for their
drivinglicence. But many have
notlinked their drivinglicences
with their current mobile
number. In such cases, some of-
fenders intentionally provide
incorrect numbers. Under the
new system, traffic personnel
will verify the number through
an OTP. Then they will not only
issue the challan through the
OTP-based process but will also
update the offender’s current
mobile number on the govern-
ment’s VAHAN portal.

| Name of post

No. of posts & Reservations |

Deputy General Manager (P&IR)
Pay Scale; 0000 — 230000
{Pre-revised Scale 32000-56000)

Pay Scale; 80000 — 220000
(Pre-revised Scale 32900-58000)

Deputy General Manager (Financa)

1 (One): Unresarved

1 {One): Unreserved

For details, please visit JNPA web-site www. [nport.gowv.in

Deputy General Manager (P&IR)l/c
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Step Into Travel.
Step Into Veena World.

At Veena World, a 1200+ strong team makes lakhs of
travel dreams come true every year. As our world of guests
expands, so does our need for passionate people who
believe in human connections, not just transactions.

If you speak with warmth, think with clarity and serve

with joy, we are ready to welcome you.

Join Us!
We are
Growing.

If vou are ready to be part of a team that loves travel
as much as making it seamless for others, explore our
career opportunities across departments and locations.

Openings across existing & upcoming locations
¥l| Delhi | Noida | Gurugram | Chandigarh | Indore
' Kolkata | Siliguri | Malda | Durgapur | Kharagpur | Asansol

Sl Jaipur | Jodhpur | Udaipur | Kota

s

Role

A
| Cashier

Scan the QR code or email your resume to
careers@veenaworld.com

For detailed job descriptions, visit the
‘careers’ page on wwwyveenaworld.com

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

New Delhi

Sales Office -
Branch Operations

Sales - Counter

Visa - Counter

Scan to apply

Designation CTC p.a (7)
Manager/ 6L to 10L
Assistant Manager/

Incharge

Sr Consultant/ 3L to 7L
Consultant

Sr Consultant/ 3L to 5L
Consultant

Sr Accountant/ 3L to 5L

Accountant

i

Designation and salary range mentioned above are
indicative and may vary based on the candidate’s

VEENA WORLD

Travel. Explore. Celebrate Life.
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Bhai Ram Camp is one of the three slum settlements at the site. FiLe

HC nod to eviction

of slum dwellers
near PM’s residence

Geopolitical
events, national
security cited,
says ‘not eager to
interfere...

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, May 11

THE DELHI High Court on
Monday gave a nod to civic
authorities to evict slum
dwellers near the Prime Min-
ister’sresidence on Race Course
Road in Delhi while directing
that they be provided educa-
tion, travel, water and sanitation
facilities at Savda Ghevra — the
resettlement colony, about 45
km away — where they are
being rehabilitated. The bench
of Justice Purushaindra Kaurav
gave two weeks to slum dwellers
tovacate the area.

Earlier, the Centre had told
the court that the eviction is
necessary as “thelocation of the
present campsis adjoining mili-

tary installations” and
strengthening of defence infra-
structure is required.

In an apparent reference to
the ongoing Iran-US war, it had
told the court in March, “... In
the current global security situ-
ation, which involvesincreased
threats and therisk of conflict or
war-like conditions, the pres-
ence of unauthorised structures
inthissensitive area creates seti-
ous risks to national security,
public safety, and the protection
of vital installations.”

Even asthe HC noted that it
isimperative for the authorities
to “ensure minimal impact of
therehabilitation on thelives of
the persons who are rehabili-
tated”, Justice Kaurav held that
the slum dwellers are “unauth-
orised occupants” of the land
where the camps are situated.

The HC also observed,

600 duped of Rs 99 cr via fake trading app: Techiec among 3 held

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 11

IN 2023, WHEN Ravi Rathore, a
software engineer, was working
atan MNC with asalary of Rs 30
lakh per annum, he was alleg-
edly approached by a man
named Sudama, a cricket coach
who knew one of his family
members. He allegedly asked
Rathore if he could develop an
‘algo-trading’ platform for him.

Three years after that meet-
ing, Rathore, Sudamaandacall
center operator, Vikas Rathod,
have been arrested by the Delhi
Police for allegedly scamming
over 600 people into investing
more than Rs90 croreinto their
fraudulent trading platform, of-

“...Considering contemporary
geopolitical events, national se-
curity concerns of the respon-
dents satisfy as specific reasons
for eviction of the petitioners.
The Court ought not to be too
eager to interfere with such
executive policy decisions.”

Accordingtothe Centre, 192
of the over 700 dwellers had ac-
cepted allotment letters for re-
habilitation at Savda Ghevra. Of
these, 136 have already taken
possession of the flats.

In October2025,and thenin
Februarythisyear, the Land and
Development Office under the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs had issued notices to
residents of Bhai Ram Camp,
Masjid Camp, and DID Camp on
Race Course Road, situated ad-
jacent to the Delhi Race Club
and Jaipur Polo Ground, to va-
cate the premises or face legal
action.

A petition moved in Febru-
ary by over 300 residents of the
Bhai Ram camp, and another
petition filed last year by resi-
dents of the other two camps,
sought quashingoftheeviction
notice or allotment of alter-
native accommodation at a
“nearby place”.

The slum dwellers had
flagged that basic amenities
were lacking at the proposed
site and the alternative accom-
modation being provided, com-
prises “poor construction” and
isin “extremely poor condition”.

Some of them refused to ac-
cept the allotment letters or re-
fused to take possession at the
flats being allotted by Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement
Board (DUSIB).

The slum dwellers, many of
whom work as drivers, or do-
mestic helpinthe vicinity of the
camps, had highlighted before
the HC that as per the applicable
policy, rehabilitation ought to
be in-situ and only in excep-
tional circumstances, it may be
beyond a 5-km radius of the
present camps.

ficers said on Monday. Over the
lasttwoyears, the men allegedly
scammed people by promising
that their software could gener-
ate consistent returns from the
stock market, police said.

An ‘algo- trading’ app is dif-
ferent from other fintech apps
inaway thatituses pre-setalgo-
rithmsto determine patternsin
the markets. The patterns deter-
mine price fluctuation, market
sentiment and volume of the
trade and the sell and buy
stocks, cryptos and forex in
bulk.

The fraud cametolight after
a resident of Paharganj in Cen-
tral Delhi filed a complaint on
the cyber crime portal alleging
he had been scammed through

DELHISCHOOL RAPE CASE

Grave safety lapses tlagged,

govt warns of strict action

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, May 11

DAYS AFTER a child was alleg-
edly raped at a private schoolin
Capital, the Delhi government’s
Directorate of Education (DoE)
flagged “grave lapses” in child
safety inashow-cause noticeis-
sued totheinstitution. The DoE
pointed togapsin CCTV surveil-
lance, the pre-primary classes
being run from unauthorised
premises, and alleged failure in
implementing child safety safe-
guards.

The child had been allegedly
raped by a caretaker who was
granted bail by a courton May 7.
Police said an FIR waslodged on
May 1afterthegirl’smotherfiled
a complaint alleging her
daughterwas sexually assaulted
during school hours by an un-
known male staff member.

In the notice issued on May
8, the Directorate said the al-
leged incident “reflects grave
lapses on the part of the school
administration, supervisory
staff and management in dis-
charging their statutory and
moral responsibilities towards
protection of children”.

It flagged several issues, in-
cluding “unauthorised use of
premises not covered underthe
recognition granted to the
school,” violation of DDA land
allotment conditions, non-com-
pliance with structural stability,
fire safety and health-related
norms, and operating educa-
tional activities from an unrec-
ognised or unapproved prem-

eDoE’s Minimum Standards for School Safety

®School Safety Committee
mandatory in all schools

®Police verification of all staff

®Monthly safety walks to identify
loopholesin security in the
premises

@ Securing boundary walls with
grills, CCTV surveillance

®Register maintained for all
visitor entries

®Prior written consent from
parents for allowing children to
stayback post school hours

®Record of student entry and exit
beyond school hours is maintained

®Upto Class 2, children are
dispersed by school staff only

®All toilets for primary classes
have female staff for cleaning/
maintenance and no male staff
is deployed there

®Duly certified building plan and
structural stability certificate from
a govt certified agency

®CONSTRUCTION IN SCHOOL:
Labourer's/Contractor’s access to
the school areais restricted

ises. The notice, issued by the
Deputy Director of Education of
the district concerned, under-
lined thata preliminary inquiry
revealed shortcomings in the
school’s surveillance and moni-
toring systems.

The department has also al-
leged that the school adminis-
tration had failed to putin place
“proper safeguards, monitoring
mechanisms, and preventive
measures for protection of
children studyingin the school.”

TheDepartment said several
complaints and sensitive issues
related to the school’s adminis-
tration, safety and functioning
had reportedly continued for a
considerable period without ad-
equate corrective steps being
taken by the management.

Accordingtothe Directorate,
these acts and omissions prima
facie constitute serious viol-

CUET (UG) 2026 begins

Applicants for the Common University Entrance Test (UG) at an examination centre on Mathura Road on Monday, the first day of the
entrance exams conducted by the National Testing Agency for admission to UG courses in Central universities across India. 1asHi ToBGYAL
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The accused in police custody.

a fake trading app, police said.
Looking to make quick gains in
the stock market, the complain-
ant was recently added to a
WhatsApp group operated by
the accused, which guaranteed

profits with ‘zero risk’. The
callers introduced themselves
as representatives of an “Algo-
Trading” company, police said.

“Soon after, the man was
persuaded to download "Trade-
makeralgo' through a Google
Play Store link. The app looked
professional, displayed live trad-
ing dashboards, and even
showed daily profitsaccumulat-
ingin his account. Encouraged
bythe apparent gains, hebegan
depositing money through QR
codes generated within the ap-
plication,” said DCP (Central)
Rohit Rajbir Singh.

Officers said that initially,
the amounts were small —
around Rs 10,000 transferred
through multiple PhonePe

ations of the Delhi School Edu-
cation Act and Rules.

Apart from the alleged as-
sault, the Directorate also raised
concerns over the functioning
of nursery and pre-primary
classes from a separate private
premises otherthan theland al-
lotted/leased to the school by
the Delhi Development Author-
ity for the purpose of running
the recognised school”.

It further said the said prem-
ises is located approximately 1
km away from the main campus
and that students were allegedly
being shifted and accommo-
dated there “without any appar-
ent approval/permission from
the competent authority”. The
department has directed the
school management to submit
a complete incident report
along with a timeline of events,
details of staff on duty at the rel-

transactions. But every time he
attempted to withdraw the
profits displayed on the app,
fresh deposits were demanded
under various pretexts such as
“processing charges”, “tax clear-
ance”,and “accountactivation”.
Suspicious of the repeated de-
mands, the complainant re-
ported the matter on Cyber Hel-
pline 1930.

As the money flowed in, it
was allegedly routed through a
network of mule bankaccounts
and distributed amongdifferent
handlers involved in the oper-
ation, police said.

The firstbreakthrough inthe
case came in Bengaluru, where
a police team traced and ar-
rested 31-year-old Rathore on

DelhiPoliceto
challenge bail to
suspectinHC

New Delhi: The Delhi Police is
set to file an appeal in the High
Court to challenge the bail
granted to the accused last
week, officers said on Monday.

Officers privy to the investi-
gation said the case has been
registered under Section 6 of
POCSO, which calls for rigorous
punishment and highlightsthe
gravity of the case. On chal-
lenge to the bail, a source said,
"The gravity of the offence is
also a reason. Moreover, the
family of the girl has no ulterior
motive." ENS

evant time, child safety policy
and compliance records, CCTV
installation details and surveil-
lance records, and a copy of the
FIR or police complaint.

The school has also been
asked tosubmit details of action
proposed against responsible
persons and measures planned
to prevent recurrence of such
incidents. The notice warned
that recognition may be with-
drawn or management taken
overunder the provisionsofthe
Delhi School Education Actand
Rules, 1973, if a reply is not sub-
mitted. The Directorate hasalso
warned that it may recommend
tothe DDA to cancel the school’s
lease or land allotment.

May 3. Investigators say Rathore
was the technical brain behind
the operation.

According to the police, Ra-
thore developed and main-
tained both the fake mobile ap-
plication and the fraudulent
investment website. The other
two men were arrested on May
5 from Madhya Pradesh. Inves-
tigators identified nearly 636
victim accounts and over 14,232
transactions amounting to ap-
proximately Rs 99.77 crore
routed through the platform.
“Sudama wanted to buy a
cricket team in Madhya Pra-
desh. He also ended up buying
a stake in ‘Sawariya Kings
Khandwa’, a tennis cricket
league in MP,” said an officer.

| noted.

e Skywatch

Forecast: May 12, 2026

Cloudy sky. Very light
tolight rain with
thunderstorm, lightning

MAX: 34-36

3.5°C below normal

MIN: 26-28

1.4°C above normal
«Sunrise: 5:32 AM (May 13)
e Sunset: 7:03 pM (May 12)

« Moonrise: 2:48 AM (May 13)
» Moonset: 2:21 PM (May12)

e AQI Tracker
Anand Vihar AyaNagar
Moderate Moderate
AQI:152 AQI:123
ITO Shadipur
Moderate Moderate
AQI:102 AQI:129
Good (0-50)

® Satisfactory (51-100)
Moderate (101-200)

® Poor (201-300)

@ Very Poor (301-400)

® Severe (401-500)

Rain, thunderstorms
likely as IMD issues
yellow alert for today

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 11

A YELLOW alert has been is-
sued for Delhi on Tuesday with
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) forecasting
rain with thunderstorms, light-
ning and gusty winds through
the day.

According to the IMD, the
Capital is likely to witness a
generally cloudy sky with spells
of verylight tolight rain accom-
panied by thunderstorms or
lightning and strong winds of
up to 60 kmph in the morning
on Tuesday.

Another spell of rain with
winds reaching up to 50 kmph
is expected later in the after-
noon or evening.

Theyellow alert comeseven
as Delhi hasrecorded two rainy
days so far in May, with 11.61
mm of rainfall logged.

Temperatures have also re-
mained relatively moderate,
with the maximum settling at
37.5°C — around two degrees
below normal — while the
minimum stood at 27.1°C,
slightly above normal.

According to the weather
department, the Safdarjung

a maximum of 37.5 degrees
Celsius, two degrees Celsius
below normal.Delhi witnessed
astable heat curve and norain-
fall activity duringthe day. The
weather office recorded zero
rainfall in the 24 hours ending
8.30 am, aswell asin the subse-
quent nine-hour period till 5.30
pm on Monday.

According to IMD officials,
the current conditions are in-
fluenced by a western disturb-
ance seen as an upper air
cyclonic circulation over north
Pakistan, along with another
circulation over west Rajas-
than.

A fresh western disturbance
is likely to affect northwest
India from May 15.

The IMD has also forecast a
slight dip 0f 1-2°C in maximum
temperatures over the next
three days, with a gradual rise
thereafter. Meanwhile, partly
cloudy skies are expected to
persistin the city till Thursday.

According to data from the
pollution watchdog—Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB)—Delhi's 24-hour aver-
age air quality was recorded in
the 'moderate’ category with an
average air quality index (AQI)

station, considered the official being clocked at 131.
marKker for the capital, recorded (WITHPTIINPUTS)
« BRIEFLY

RewardtoMCG New13-km
plumberswho  Metro corridor
reportviolation for East Delhi
PLUMBERS LICENSEDwith ANEW corridor connecting

the Municipal Corporation
of Gurugram (MCG) will get
areward of Rs 1,000 for
everyillegal or
unauthorised water
connection theybringto
the attention of the civic
body, the MCG House has
decided. Atageneral sitting
on Monday, the House
passed this agenda point,
which officials said was
necessary to ensure safe
and billed water supply
across the city. The propo-
salread: “... Anincentive
may be given to plumbers
for reportingillegal/
unauthorized connections
post verification by MCG,
@1000/ connection to en-
sureillegal connections are
tapped and converted.” Sec-
tion 214(5) of the Haryana
Municipal Corporation Act,
1994, says that “The Corpor-
ation may, fromtime to
time, prescribe the charges
tobe paidtolicensed
plumbers for any work done
by them under or for any of
the purposes of this
Chapter,” the proposal

ENS

Shastri Park to Mayur Vihar
PhaseIll is expected toim-
prove travel across densely
populated residential and
commercial areasinthe
trans-Yamunaregion. The
new corridor was
announced by Chief Min-
ister Rekha Guptaearlier
this month during DMRC's
32nd Foundation Day event.
Itisamong seven new
metro corridors approved
under Phase V (B) by the
government, which
together willadd 97.158 km
and 65 stations to the Delhi
Metro network atan
estimated cost of Rs
48,204.56 crore. The
proposed Shastri Park-
Mayur Vihar Phase III corri-
dorwill span13.197 km and
include eight stations.As
per details shared by the
Delhi government, the East
Delhi corridor will consist
of bothunderground and
elevated stretches. Theline
will function as anindepen-
dent corridor and is
expected to connect areas
such as Geeta Colony and
Gandhi Nagar market. ENS

e THIS IS INDIA’'S SECOND MULTI-LANE FREE FLOW BARRIER-LESS TOLLING SYSTEM

‘Continue driving...: Delhi gets its first barrier-free toll plaza on UER-1I

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, May 11

ON MONDAY, all 24 boom bar-
riers at Mundka-Bakkarwala toll
plazaon Urban Extension Road
(UER)-II went up. The fare dis-
plays, line cameras, signal light
and FASTag readers were
turned off. A rectangular struc-
ture mounted on each lane gan-
try with three high-tech cam-
eras and high-performance
FASTag readers went live in-
stead.

Anewboard read: “Continue
driving”. Replacing the old sys-
tem with a new one, thus, also
marked the beginning of Delhi-
NCR’s first and India’s second
Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF)

barrier-less tolling system.

Union Minister of Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari inaugurated the system
at Mundka Monday. This is a
major milestone in the elec-
tronic toll collection infrastruc-
ture of India, which was started
in 2014, replacing the manual
tolling system.

Now, vehicles will not have
to stop at the toll plaza for user
fee or toll payment. The toll
amount will be deducted with
the help of high-performance
Radio Frequency Identification
(RFID) readers and Automatic
Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR) cameras mounted over
the gantry. The RFID and ANPR
camerasworkand read FASTag

and Vehicle registration
Number (VRN) even when ve-
hiclesbeing driven at aspeed of
80-100 kmph cross the gate.
UER-II, officially called NH-
344M, isa75.7-km-longsix-lane
highway, which starts from
Mahipalpur and ends at Alipur.
Commuters crossing the toll
gate on Monday morning were
surprised and ended up stop-
ping hesitantly even as boom
barriers were up. Meanwhile, at
lane number 14, toll supervisor
Vikas Shukla continuously
waved hand, asking drivers not
tostop. “Aagebadhiye, tollapne
aap hi katjaayega (Move ahead,
the toll will be deducted auto-
matically),” Shukla was heard
saying. He said the new system

pdln Bakbeas wnld Euni-Le
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Union Minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the system at Mundka.

is expected to end fights re-
ported at the toll gate.

“The work at a toll booth is
very difficult. People say all

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

kinds of things to you. Even
when they are at fault. Everyday,
there was something or the
other,” said Puneet Mishra,

another employee at the plaza.

The MLFF system will re-
duce the operational cost since
itwill require limited humanin-
tervention. “Of course, this is a
good thing. Our only hopeisthat
we do not lose our jobs,” said
Mishra.

Gadkari said that the barrier-
free tolling system will help in
increasing toll collection. “The
operational cost of runningatoll
gate is around 15% of its collec-
tion. With the new system, this
will reduce to around 4%. Be-
sides, it will prevent leakages
and add to user fees. People
used tocomplain that they have
to wait at toll gates, sometimes
for even an hour — leading to
more fuel consumption. The

New Delhi

MLFF system will not only save
commuters’ time, but fuel too,”
said Gadkari after the inaugur-
ation.

According to the Economic
Survey 2025-26, the MLFF is
projected to be implemented
across national highways and
expressways with four or more
lanes, by March 2029.

On May 1, the National High-
way Authority of India (NHAI)
operationalised India's first
MLFF barrier-less tolling system
at Choryasi toll plaza on the
Surat-Bharuch section on NH-
48 in Gujarat.

Before this, the government
took a series of decisions to cre-
ateaplatformtoback the MLFF
rollout. This was done to create

a robust system so that the
people do not find loopholes to
avoid toll charges as MLFF has
minimum human intervention.
One of these measures was is-
suance of e-noticein case ofun-
paid user fees. In case of insuffi-
cient FASTagbalance, invalid or
non-functional FASTag, users
will be issued e-notice for non-
payment of fee, following which
commuters are required to
make the payment within 72
hours — failing which double
the amount will be charged.

NHAI Chairman Santosh
Kumar Yadavsaid thatsincethe
operationalisation of MLFF at
Choryasi, around 50% of pay-
ment was made within 72 hour
of the e-notices.
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Telangana CM Revanth Reddy
No politicsin
PM’scomment,
clarifies Revanth
day after Modi’s
‘joinme’remark

NikhilaHenry
Hyderabad, May 11

ADAY after Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi jokingly asked Te-
langana Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy to “join” him, the
latter has said that there was no
hint of “politics” in the ex-
change.

“Thiswasnot apolitical invi-
tation, but one which went
beyond politics. We were both
speaking about the develop-
ment of the country and Telan-
gana... As the Prime Minister of
the country, PM Modi asked me,
in my capacity as Chief Minister
of Telangana, to join him in de-
velopment work. Any other in-
terpretation is not warranted,”
CM Reddy said, while interact-
ing with media persons.

On Sunday, during an event
attended by both leaders in
Hyderabad, Modi addressed
Reddy during his speech and
said: “Whatever the central gov-
ernment (under former prime
minister Manmohan Singh)
gave Gujarat in 10 years (when
Modiwas Gujarat CM),Iam also
ready to give you... But the state
will then be left with half of what
it is securing from the Centre
now, and you will not be able to
achieveyourgoals. That’swhy it
isbetter youjoin me.”

Modi was referring to a re-
quest made by Reddy in the
latter’s speech earlier that the
Modi government should sup-
port Telanganalike the Manmo-
han Singh government sup-
ported Gujarat.

Reddy pointed out that the
event in which the exchange
took place was one in which
Modi was inaugurating several
development projects in Telan-
ganaupon therequest ofthe Te-
langana CM’s Office. “This was
not a political event,” Reddy
clarified, adding that he would
like a “good relationship be-
tween the Centre and the state,
asfarasdevelopmentgoes”. The
exchange was merely about de-
velopment and not about
politics, he stressed.

WHO’LL BE KERALA CM?

Unabletobreak deadlock,
Congress tomect agam today

ManojCG
New Delhi, May 11

UNABLE TO resolve the tussle
over who will be the Chief Min-
ister of Kerala, a week after the
Assembly election results were
announced, the Congress high
command has summoned
former state Congress presi-
dents, some senior leaders, and
working presidents of the state
unit to Delhi for a meeting on
Tuesday. The attempt seems to
be to dress up the decision as a
collective one to ensure that
blame does not land at the
leadership’s doorstep.

With V D Satheesan, who
wasthe Leader of the Opposition
(LoP) in the previous Assembly,
All India Congress Committee
(AICC) general secretary (organ-
isation) K C Venugopal, and
former state Congress chief Ra-
mesh Chennithala refusing to
give up their claim for the post,
the high command has found
itselfin afix, especially since Ve-
nugopal, whoisnotan MLA and
is part of the central leadership,
is the choice of a majority of
newly elected MLAs and MPs.

The AICC general secretary
in charge of Kerala, Deepa Das-
munsi, has telephoned many of
the former state Congress presi-
dents — among them, Mullap-
pally Ramachandran, V M Sud-
heeranand K Muraleedharan —
senior leader Thiruvanchoor

- lql'

VD Satheesan, Ramesh Chennithala and KC Venugopal with other
Congress leaders in New Delhi last week. GAJENDRA YADAV/FILE

Radhakrishnan, and working
presidents Shafi Parambil, P C
Vishnunath and A P Anil
Kumar, asking them to reach
Delhi for consultations. Rama-
chandran has expressed his in-
ability to travel to Delhi. He was
told that Lok Sabha LoP Rahul
Gandhi would speak to him to
know his mind. The Congress
leadership has also reached out
to veteran leader and former
Chief Minister AK Antony.
Sourcessaid Congress parlia-
mentary party chairperson
Sonia Gandhiwould also be con-
sulted before a final decision is
taken. The decision to go for
wider consultations came on
Monday after the central party
leadership failed to arrive at a
consensus candidate, even after

three hours of intense dis-
cussions with Satheesan, Venu-
gopal, and Chennithala, besides
state party chief Sunny Joseph,
on Saturday.

With a factional show of
strength in favour and against
the three contenders spilling
onto the streets, the high com-
mand decided tobuy time while
asking the three to issue a joint
appeal against street protests.
After the joint appeal, the pro-
testsand flexboard politics have
more or less stopped, which sig-
nals that they were not organic
and were being done with the
blessings of the leaders, accord-
ing to party insiders. Those fa-
vouring Satheesan had argued
that the public sentiment was
behind him.

With Venugopal, whois con-
sidered close to Rahul Gandhi.
emergingasthe preferred choice
of the MLAs, a section of the
AICC leaders believes that the
Gandhi family as an impartial
arbiter could be at stake. AICC
leaderssay Venugopalisstill the
frontrunner for the CM post,
giventhe supporthe hasamong
thelegislators. Inthe recent past,
the Congress high command
has largely gone by the views of
the MLAs in selecting CMs.

The leadership departed
from that tradition in Punjab in
2021 when it picked Charanjit
Singh Channi as CM after the
resignation of Captain Amar-
inder Singh though Sunil Jhak-
har, not an MLA at the time, se-
cured the support of a majority
of the MLAs. In Channi, Punjab
gotits first Dalit CM.

“If the AICC picks Venugo-
pal, there will surely be a mur-
mur that a non-MLA was se-
lected because he is close to
Rahul Gandhi. The argument
will be that Congress could have
rewarded Satheesan, who led
the fight, or gone by seniority. If
the AICC goes with Satheesan,
the question of support of MLAs
would come up ... It is better to
go forwider consultations invol-
ving everyone so that a consen-
susformula, whichisacceptable
to all, emerges, and Rahul and
the high command alone are not
blamed,” said a senior leader.

VB-GRAM G toreplace MGNREGA on July 1

Harikishan Sharma
New Delhi, May 11

THE VIKSIT Bharat—Guaran-
tee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin): VB—GRAM
G Act 2025, which aims to re-
peal the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
2005 and provides for a new
rural job guarantee pro-
gramme, will become effective
onJuly 1, 2026.

The Union Ministry of Rural
Development issued a notifica-
tion to this effect on Monday.
The more than two-decade-old
MGNREGA, enacted by the
UPA government, will thus
cease to exist from July 1.

“In exercise of the powers
conferred by sub-section (1) of
section 37 of the Viksit Bharat—
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin):

Expression of Interest (Eol)
Showcasing Artificial Intelligence (Al) Solutions
for Governance

Department of Information Technology,

Government of NCT of Delhi

organized by the Department.

presentation via email.

F.No C/3/2026-SeMT-1T/3975-78
The Department of Information Technology, Government of NCT of
Delhi invites Expressions of Interest (Eol) from technology
companies, startups, academic institutions, research organizations,
and industry bodies to showcase their Artificial Intelligence (AI)
based solutions and use cases relevant to public service delivery and
governance. Solution must be commercially available and done at
least one successful implementation, relevant to public service
delivery and governance (Domestic/International).

Selected organizations may be invited to present and demonstrate
their Al solutions as part of an AI Innovation Showcase being

Indicative Areas: Smart Governance & Public Service Delivery,
Urban Planning & Smart Cities, Environment & Air Quality
Monitoring, Health and Digital Health, Transport and Mobility,
Education and other relevant sectors.

Interested organizations may submit a brief solution note /

Email: spl-secyit@delhi.gov.in
Last Date for Submission: 01/06/2026
Eol Document download link: https://it.delhi.gov.in Sd/-

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0046/26-27

[Dated: 12/05/2026]

Joint Director (IT)

temporary basis..

qualification etc.
CBC-34104/11/0001/2627

Central Power Research Institute
(A Govt. of India Society, Ministry of Power)
Bangalore-560 080
ADVERTISEMENT NO. CPR1/04/2026

CPRI invites applications for one (1) Project Manager on purely
Interested candidates
https://cpri.res.in for details regarding eligibility criteria, educational

may refer website

Chief Administrative Officer

DELHI ELECTRICITY REGULATORY

COMMISSION

VB—GRAMG...Act, 2025 (36 of
2025), the Central Government
hereby appoints the 1st day of
July, 2026 as the date on and
from which the Mahatma Gan-
dhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act, 2005 (42
0f2005) together with all rules,
notifications, schemes, orders
and guidelines made there-
under, shall stand repealed,”
states a notification issued by
Rohini R Bhajibhakare, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Rural De-
velopment.

Meanwhile, the Congress
called the notification another

“lazy headline-grabbing exer-
cise”, adding the “only guaran-
tee” that thelegislation offersis
that of “extreme centralisation
and weakening of the bargain-
ing power of rural labour”. In a
statement on Monday, Con-
gress communicationin charge
and MP Jairam Ramesh said,
“Itisyetanotherlazy headline-
grabbing exercise by a Govt
that specialises in such exer-
cises. No details have been re-
vealed except to say that they
will be released soon. If this re-
placement for MGNREGA is to
be implemented from July 1,

2026, then all operational de-
tails should have been available
by now,”

The government enacted
the VB-G RAM G Act 2025 in
December last year. VB GRAM
G aims to provide a statutory
guarantee of 125 days of wage
employmentin every financial
year to every rural household
whose adult members volun-
teer for unskilled manual work,
with the “objective to promote
empowerment, growth, con-

vergence and saturation fora '
prosperous and resilient rural

Bharat”.
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Opp slams timing
of Modi’s austerity
appeal to people: ‘A
proof of his fallure

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 11

ADAY after Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi appealed for collec-
tive participation of the people
to help the country face global
disruptions and challenges,
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi on Monday said run-
ning the country is “no longer
within the reach of a compro-
mised PM” and thatit wasastep
to “escape accountability” by the
government. Other Opposition
parties, including the Trinamool
Congress and the Samajwadi
Party, also questioned the timing
of the appeal by the PM, linking
ittotherecently concluded state
elections.

Gandhi said the PM has de-
manded sacrifices from the pub-
lic— “don’t buy gold, don’t go
abroad, useless petrol, cutdown
on fertilizers and cooking oil, use
the Metro to commute and work
fromhome”.

“These aren’t sermons, these
are proofs of failure. In 12 years,
he’sbrought the country tosuch
a pass that the public has to be
told what tobuy, what not tobuy,
where to go, where not to go,”
Gandhi said in a post on X.
“Every time, they shift the re-
sponsibility onto the people so
they can escape accountability
themselves. Running the
country is no longer within the
reach of acompromised PM.”

Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge said at a time when
people are struggling under the
weight of adversity, the PM is
busy lecturing the country on
thevirtuesof savings. “Whenthe
conflictin West Asia erupted on
February 28, the Congress party
highlighted every critical aspect
of the crisis —the devastation of
the economy; the continuous
depreciation of Rupee; soaring
prices and shortages of petrol,
diesel and LPG; scarcity of ferti-
lisers for farmers; the looming
threat tofood security; therising
cost of medicines; the crisis
facing MSMEs; and much
more,” Kharge said.

Congress’s Rahul Gandhi
termed it a step to ‘escape
accountability’; SP’s Akhilesh
Yadav asked how India would
become a $5 trillion economy
with such curbs

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
echoed Gandhi. He said the
Prime Minister’s appeals are an

“admission of failure”. “As soon
aselectionsare over, the govern-
ment suddenly remembers the
‘crisis’. Inreality, thereisonly one
crisis for the country and its
nameis BJP,” hesaidinaposton
X. The former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister questioned how
India would become a $5trillion
economy if the Centre was
forced toimpose curbs.

TMC Deputy LeaderinRajya
Sabha Sagarika Ghose told The
Indian Expressthatthe PM’sand
BJP’s “hypocrisy isn’t hidden
anymore”. “When elections
were on, the BJP used heli-
copters, did roadshows, and ran
mega campaigns. Now that
votesare counted, the PMonthe
eve of a five-nation luxury tour
instructs citizens to stop going
abroad for vacations,” she said.

AAP Rajya Sabha member
Sanjay Singh said the PM him-
self should “stop doing road-
shows, holding publicralliesand
going on foreign trips to save
fuel”.

J&K statehood
not possibleina
single meeting’:
Omar before
talks with Shah

Naveed Igbal
Srinagar, May 11

JAMMU AND Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Monday met Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah in New Delhi.
Before leaving for the meeting,
the chief minister said that is-
sues concerning J&K such asthe
delay in approval of business
rules, rationalisation of reserva-
tion, and the appointment of ad-
vocate general, were amongthe
key concerns he would bring up
with the Home Minister.

Regardingthe possibility ofa
discussion on restoration of
statehood of Jammu and Kash-
mir, which wasdeclared aUnion
Territory in 2019, Omar said, “If
it was possible in one meeting,
we would have achieved that by
now.”

Theapproval of the Transac-
tion of Business Rules — which
clarify the role, responsibilities
and powers of the chief minister,
cabinet ministersand officersin
J&K vis-a-vis the Lieutenant
Governor — has been pending
in the UT since Omar took over
asthe chief minister. These rules
are essential for ensuring the
smooth functioning of the UT
government with dual struc-
tures of power. The rules, as per
government sources, had been
finalised last year but are yet to
be officially notified.

Withregard toarecent order
by the Centre granting the con-
trol of telecom tothe LG’s office,
Omar said, “This should be
under his (LG Manoj Sinha’s)
controlinany case...Thisisinac-
cordance with the J&K Reorgan-
isation Act...”
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah
meets J&K CM Omar Abdullah,
in New Delhi on Monday.ani

SL.
No.

DEPARTMENT OF WOMEN AND CHILD

DEVELOPMENT GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
ISBT BUILDING, KASHMERE GATE, DELHI 110006

MISSING CHILDREN

Description

Photograph

I |Name: Nandani, Father's Name- Surender, Mother's Name- Rajni Age: 16years 8 month 29 days,
Complexion: Wheatish, Gender: Female, DD no: 0098A, P.S: Fatehpur Beri. Nandani’s mother Rajni
known to be passed away when she was very young. As her father was unwell, he placed her in Ram Rajya
Foundation, Ghaziabad, in June 2015. After some time, her father Surender also known to be passed away due
to illness. Nandani continued living in the orphanage until June 2020, after which she was transferred to
Udayan Care Home, Ghaziabad. She remained there until April 2023. On 26th April 2023, she was transferred
to Rafa Home for Girls by the order of Child Welfare Committee-II, Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi.

|
|

2 |Name: Simran, Father's Name- Unknown, Mother's Name- Sarita, Age: 15years 00 month 30 days,
Complexion: Wheatish, Gender: Female, DD no: 0056A, P.S: Fatehpur Beri. Simran’s mother was
abandoned by her husband when she was ill, and it is unknown whether he is dead or alive as he was an
alcoholic. Simran's mother passed away when Simran was very young. Simran and her sister Pari were
staying with their great-grandmother, Ram Kumari. However, Ram Kumari was unable to take care of the —
children, so they were placed in different shelter homes. On 28th May 2014, Simran was placed in Rafa| _ “iﬁ
Home for Girls by the order of the Child Welfare Committee-II, Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi. gl | ﬁ

Wt

1. Rafa Home for Girls,
email-rafahome2014@gmail.com.

Mustil no,25, killa no.21,

.Note:- Parents/Guardian/Relatives of above mentioned children (Sr. no. 1,2) may contact at address/phone number given below: -
Jonapur New Delhi 110047 Ph.no. 9811590244/7838165854,

2. Office of the District Child Protection Officer, District Child Protection Unit-III, Block No. H, Kutir No-5, Lajpat Nagar-1I, New

Delhi-110024, Ph. No. 011-29825411 Email-dcpu3southdelhi@gmail.com
~ 3 [Name: Unknown, Pari (Name given by illegal custodian), Age: 2 years, Complexion: Wheatish,| ‘
Gender: Female, Child was rescued from illegal custody from Agra U.P. by PS Saket, Delhi. On
23.02.2026, Child was produced before the Child Welfare Committee, Kalkaji and by their order
placed in the Welfare Home for Children for care and protection.

4 |Name: Unknown, Kanchi@Akanshi (Name given by illegal custodian), Age: 2 years, Complexion:
Wheatish, Gender: Female, Child was rescued from illegal custody from Agra U.P. by PS Saket, Delhi.
On 23.02.2026, Child was produced before the Child Welfare Committee, Kalkaji and by their order placed
in the Welfare Home for Children for care and protection.

A

Note:- Parents/Guardians/Relatives of above mentioned children (Sr. no. 3,4) may contact at address/phone number given given below:-

1. Welfare Home for Children, 1-B, Institutional Area, Sarita Vihar, New Delhi-110044, Contact no.: 8860835349/
011-26954150/269747023, email: welfare2007@gmail.com.

2. District Child Protection Unit-VIII (South-East), Kasturba Niketan Complex, Lajpat Nagar-1I, New Delhi-110024,
Ph. No.: 011-20887340 email: dcpusoutheast00@gmail.com

5 |Child Priya (name given by CWC), aged about 2 months, wheatish in complexion, was found abandoned #
on 04/01/2026, at DDA Flat Park, Near Mata Mansa Devi Apartment, Narela, Delhi. She was covered with
a pink shawl. On 05/01/2026, the child was produced by the Police before CWC X, Alipur and on the same
day placed in SAA-Holy Cross Social Service Centre, Dheerpur, Delhi for care and protection.

FIR No. 0009, dated 04/01/2026, P.S Narela, Outer North Delhi

6 | As per the records, child Pari(Sibling-1), D/o late Raju, aged about four years, complexion wheatish, has
no father and her mother abandoned her and her brother Shivam (Sibling-2). Since she and her brother had
no one to take care of them, they were living with their neighbor at Prahlad Vihar, Rohini, Sector 25,

Viniyamak Bhawan, C-Block, Shivalik, Malviya Nagar,
New Delhi-110017. Telefax: 41080416, 41080417

ENGAGEMENT OF CONSULTANT (ELECTRICAL-ENGG.) & (TARIFF-
ENGG.), CONSULTANT (CIVIL-ENGG.), CONSULTANT (TARIFF-
FINANCE), CONSULTANT (HR) AND CONSULTANT (LAW) IN DERC.

DELHI ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION invites applications for
Engagement of following Consultants: -

Consultant (Electrical Engineering) & [ 1l
SI. No. (Tariff- Engineering) Number of post(s)
1 |Consultant (Electrical Engineering) & 03 '
) (Tariff- Engineering)

2. |Consultant (Civil Engineering) ' 01
3. |Consultant (Tariff-Finance) : 03
4. |Consultant (HR) 01
-5, |Consultant (Law) : 02

For details such as eligibility, qualifications, experience and other terms &
conditions of engagement, application format etc, please refer to DERC
website www.derc.gov.in. The last date for receipt of ONLINE application
is and hard copy of application is 15.06.2026.

Secretary

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0050/26-27 DERC

It 1s proposed to fill up one vacancy in the grade of

Protocol Assistant to Hon'ble Chairman [General

Central Service, Group °‘B’, Non-Gazetted, Non

Ministerial] in Pay Level-6 of the Pay Matrix of 7th

CPC on Deputation/Re-employment (for Armed
Forces personnel) basis 1n the office of UPSC.

2. The details like General conditions, Eligibility

Criteria, Age limit, proforma of application form etc.

are available on the website of UPSC, 1i.e.

http://www.upsc.gov.in/vacancy-circulars.

Sd/-

(Aparna Srivastava)

Under Secretary (Admn.II)

Union Public Service Commission

Tel. No.: 011-23388476
CBC-55103/11/0004/2627

Delhi. She was produced before CWC X, Alipur, on 23/12/2025 by Alipur Child Helpline staff and on the &
same day placed in SAA Holy Cross Social Service Centre, Dheerpur, Delhi for care and protection. GD
No. 0128A, Dated - 24/12/2025, P.S Shahbad Diary, Outer North, Delhi.

7 | As per the records, Name of child Shivam (Sibling-2), S/o late Raju, aged about three years, complexion ?
wheatish, has no father and his mother abandoned him and his sister Pari (Sibling-1). Since he and his
sister had no one to take care of them, they were living with their neighbor at Prahlad Vihar, Rohini, Sector §
25, Delhi. He was produced before CWC X, Alipur, on 23/12/2025 by Alipur Child Helpline staff and on
the same day placed in SAA Holy Cross Social Service Centre, Dheerpur, Delhi for care and
protection.GD No. 0128A, Dated - 24/12/2025, P.S Shahbad Diary, Outer North, Delhi.

9711464755 & 8130915367; Email 1d: hesscdelhi@gmail.com

2. DCPU- Unit VI, CHB-II, Alipur, North Delhi-110036, Phone no. 011-27708338 / email Id: depuvialipur@gmail.com
8 |Name: Pratham, Gender: Male, Age: 2 year approx., Face: square, Height: 76cm, Weight: 9 kg, Eyes:
Black, Hair: small, Complexion: wheatish, Body built: Normal. Child was found in near Janakpuri west{
metro station Gali No. 2, Krishna Park Delhi 26/04/2025 GD No. 0077A is lodged in Vikashpuri Police|
Station , as abandoned on dated 26/04/2025. The child has been kept in Sewa Bharti Matrichhaya, Unit -2, |
B2/2, Mianwali Nagar, New Delhi -87 for Care and Protection by the order of CWC-VII dated 28/04/2025.|
(Nirmal Chhaya), West, Hari Nagar, New Delhi.-110064

Contact No. 011-45088544/8826055800

Note:- Parents/Guardians/Relatives of above-mentioned children (Sr. no. 5,6,7) may contact at address/phone nurnbers given below
1. Secretary, Holy Cross Social Service Centre, Near Nirankari Park, Tara Chowk, Dheerpur, Delhi-110009/Contact Nos.

Note:- Parents/Guardians/Relatives of above mentioned child(Sr. no. 8) may contact at address/phone numbers given below:-
1. Org Secretary, Sewa Bharti MatriChhaya, Unit-2, Shri Daulat Ram Ahuja Kendra, B-2/2, Mianwali Nagar, New Delhi-87,

2. DCPO, District Child protection Unit- IX (Distt South West) Nirmal Chhaya Complex, Hari Nagar, New Delhicontact No 011-28522407

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0047/26-27

Please give information to CHILDLINE 1098 about Children who need care and protection.

Director
Department of Women & Child Development

Sd/-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

New Delhi
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e L] fast—tracks BSF land tl‘ansfel‘ Express Newssevis e o

Capital Contest

THOUGH THE Congressis
yetto decide whether senior
leader K C Venugopal will
become Kerala Chief Min-
ister or not, manyinthe
party have already started
lobbying for his positionin
Delhi. Venugopal, whois
currently general secretary
(organisation), is the closest
leaderto Leader of Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi and the
Congress will have atough
time replacing him. Names
of very seniorleaders from
the party from different
statesare doingroundsin
Delhi circlestoreplace Ve-
nugopal, ifhe getsthetop
jobin Kerala.

Special Birthday

FORMER BJPleader KN Go-
vindacharyawasaccorded a
special honour on Monday
ataneventorganised at the
Constitution Club to
celebrate his birthday. Go-
vindacharya, a former pra-
charak ofthe RSS, turned 82
on May 2. Union minister
Nitin Gadkari and RSS
leader Krishna Gopal were
present on the occasion.
Veteranjournalist Ram Ba-
hadur Rai credited Govinda-
charya for his ground work
inthe 1990s to pave the way
for the BJP tobecomethe
political forceitistoday. Go-
vindacharya himself
addressed the gathering of
several hundreds for abrief
while.

Bhajans & More

THOUGH NATURE retreat
and early morning yoga
sessions found several
takers, ‘bhajan clubbing’
remained the highlight ofa
two-day training camp or-
ganised for the BJP’s New
Delhi organisational district
atthe PUSAinstituteinthe
Capital over the weekend. In
addition to Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, party state
president Virendra
Sachdevaand New Delhi MP
Bansuri Swaraj, the camp,
organised as part of the na-
tionwide Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya Prashikshan
Mahaabhiyan 2026, saw sev-
eral prominent party
leaders stay overnight at the
venue and take partinthe
training, said insiders.

Invaderssuchas
Ghori,Mughals
couldnotcrush
India’s soul: UPCM

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, May 11

UTTAR PRADESH CM Yogi
Adityanath Monday said re-
peated attempts were made by
invaders “from Mohammad
Ghori to the Mughals” to de-
stroy India’s spiritual and cul-
tural identity but “they could
not break India’s soul”.

The CM was addressing a
gathering at Kashi Vishwanath
Dham complex in Varanasi
during the “Somnath Sankalp
Mahotsav”.

PM Modi was in Gujarat to
mark 75 years since the inaug-
uration of the restored shrine
dedicated to Lord Shiva, and
the programme was screened
live.

Referring to the destruction
of the original Kashi Vishwa-
nath temple during Aurang-
zeb’s rule, Adityanath said:
“They could not understand
that Sanatan does not reside
only within temple walls, butin
India’s consciousness... Those
who tried to erase Sanatan have
themselves disappeared into
dust. Today, no one even re-
members those invaders but
Kashi Vishwanath Dham and
Somnath Mahadev continue to
carry forward the story of
India’s self-respect.”

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, May 11

THE NEWLY formed BJP gov-
ernment in West Bengal on
Monday announced key admin-
istrative decisions, including
fast-tracking land transfer for
border fencing to the BSF,
raising the upper age limit forjob
recruitment and implementing
Ayushman Bharat and other
Central schemes, following its
first Cabinet meeting at the state
secretariat in Kolkata.

Chief Minister Suvendu Ad-
hikari, flanked by senior Cabinet
colleagues, including Dilip
Ghosh, Agnimitra Paul, Ashok
Kirtania, Khudiram Tudu and
Nishith Pramanik, said the new
administration is committed to
“susashan” (good governance)
and “suraksha” (security).

In a move described as “cru-
cial for national security”, the
state government decided to
hand over all pending land
required for border fencing to
the BSF within 45 days. The
issue of land acquisition for the
India-Bangladesh border had
been a major flashpoint during
the Assembly polls with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah fre-
quently accusing the previous
Trinamool Congress (TMC) gov-
ernment under Mamata Baner-
jee of blocking these transfers.

Implementing the BJP’s
promisetoseal the country's po-
rous borders with Bangladesh,

West Bengal CM Suvendu Adhikari inspects a Guard of Honour at
Nabanna, the state secretariat, on Monday. PARTHA PAUL

Adhikari said: “The previous
government stalled these pro-
jectsto protectillegal infiltrators.
We have removed those road-
blocks. The transfer process will
begin immediately, and the
Cabinet has empowered the
chief'secretary and the secretary
oftheland and land revenuede-
partment to complete the pro-
cess within the next 45 days.”
Adhikari also said that to
boost employment opportun-
ities, the Cabinet officially in-
creased the upper age limit for
governmentjob applications by
five years. The announcement
would now allow applicants in
the general category arelaxation
till45years fromthe currentage
capof40,and thoseintheSC,ST
and OBC categories to apply for
jobs till 48 years of age from the
currentlimit of43, officials said.

CM Adhikari displayed a
letter dated June 16, 2025 alleg-
ingthat the Banerjee-led govern-
menthad ignored Central circu-
lars regarding the Census for 11
months. “The TMC government
had betrayed not just the people
of Bengal, but also the Constitu-
tion by deliberately keeping the
Census exercise on hold in Ben-
gal so that the women's bill res-
ervation could be stopped in Par-
liament. The Cabinet has
granted immediate sanction for
the circular to take effect in the
state,” Adhikari said.

The Cabinet also officially
moved to integrate West Bengal
with several flagship Central
schemes that had previously
been stalled. The state officially
joined the Ayushman Bharat
health assurance scheme, and
the health secretary hasbeen di-

rected to finalise the agreement
with the Centre immediately.
Adhikari said that schemes
such as Pradhan Mantri Vishwa-
karma, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,
PM Jan Arogya Yojana, and PM
Krishak Bima Yojana willnow be
fully implemented in the state.

Portfolios allocated

Adhikari on Monday allo-
cated portfolios among the first
five members of his council of
ministers. The CM will keep a
majority of key departments
with him, including Home and
Hill Affairs, Health, Law, and Fi-
nance. Agovernmentordersaid
senior BJP leader Dilip Ghosh
was given charge of Panchayat
and Rural Development Depart-
ment, along with Animal Re-
source Development and Agti-
cultural Marketing,.

Agnimitra Paul was given
Women and Child Development
and Social Welfare Department
and Municipal Affairs portfolios,
while Ashok Kirtania was as-
signed Food and Supplies and
Co-operation departments.

Kshudiram Tudu was made
minister for Tribal Develop-
ment, Backward Classes Welfare
and Minority Affairs and Mad-
rasha Education. Nisith Pra-
manik was entrusted with the
North Bengal Development De-
partment along with Youth Ser-
vicesand Sports. “Therestofthe
departmentswill belooked after
by CM Suvendu Adhikari,” the
notification said.

New Delhi, May 11

THE SUPREME Court Monday
suggested that the TMC may
file a separate interlocutory ap-
plication (IA) if it wishes to
argue that voter deletions dur-
ing the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) materially affected
the outcome of the West Bengal
Assembly elections.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi said it would
examine the Election Commis-
sion’s objections, including
those onthe maintainability of
such aplea, once the formal ap-
plication is submitted.

Senior Advocate Kalyan
Bandopadhyay, appearing for
the TMC, argued that in 31 con-
stituencies, the margin of de-
feat was smaller than the total
number of voter deletion cases
currently under adjudication
before appellate tribunals.

“In one constituency, the
margin of loss is a mere 862
votes, while 5,432 votes are still
under adjudication,” he con-
tended. He said the total mar-
gin of loss across the state was
32 lakh votes, while approxi-
mately 35 lakh appeals regard-
ing voter deletions remain
pending. Bandopadhyay also
referred to a remark by Justice
Bagchi at an earlier hearing of
petitions against the SIR, that if
the loss margin is less than the
deletions, the court would look
into it. Justice Bagchi said:
“Whatever you want to say

BOTH DRAVIDIAN GIANTS NOW PUSHED TOGETHER INTO SAME OPPOSITION CORNER
Stalin’s ‘successor’ in a new role: AIADMK on his

side, Udhayanldhl faces LoP test — Vijay his target

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 11

ON MONDAY morning, as the
17th Tamil Nadu Assembly con-
vened for the first time, Udhaya-
nidhi Stalin walked into a
chamber that suddenly looked
unfamiliar even to the leaders
who once controlled it. Across
the aisle sat Chief Minister C Jo-
seph Vijay in a suit.

Behind Vijay, 51, sat a legion
of the TVK’s young, first-time
MLAs: political debutants, booth
workers, digital creators, fan
club organisers, meme-maketrs,
and ex-YouTubers, many of
them under 40 and apparently
more comfortable with Insta-
gram algorithms than the As-
sembly conventions. Led by
Vijay, they have just broken six
decadesofthe Dravidian majors’
dominance.

Ontheotherside wastheold
order, compressed together for
the first time, with legislators of
the arch rivals DMK and
AIADMK — parties that spent
half a century taking on each
other — sitting together in the
newly elected House.

The sight was stark. Tamil
Nadu politics has always oper-
ated like a rotating inheritance
system: one Dravidian giant
ruled, the other one sat in the
Opposition. Now both parties
havebeen pushed intothe same
Opposition corner by the film
superstar-turned-politician
whom they had once dismissed
as politically “unserious”.

Among them sat Udhaya-
nidhi, 48, the son of DMK su-

DMK leader Udhayanidhi Stalin takes oath as MLA, at the Tamil
Nadu Secretariat in Chennai on Monday. pri

premo and ex-CM M K Stalin,
whohasbeen named the Leader
of the Opposition (LoP)in the As-
sembly by the party MLAs.

Foryears, Tamil Nadu politi-
cal circlesbelieved that Udhaya-
nidhi and Vijay represented the
future of politicsand cinema, re-
spectively,inthestate. Theelec-
tion reversed the script. The
contrast between the two men
had always been striking.

Vijay entered politics after
acting in nearly 70 films over
three decades, becoming per-
haps the biggest superstar of his
generation. Udhayanidhi acted
inaround 20 films, mostly urban
comediesand mid-scaledramas
produced under the banner of
the DMK first family-controlled
Red Giant. Vijay built fandom
into political capital. Udhaya-
nidhi inherited political capital
before attempting tobuild oniit.

Eventheirfilmographiestell
different stories about Tamil
ambition and masculinity.
Vijay’s career was built through

repetition, reinvention and sur-
vival across decades of intense
film competition. Udhaya-
nidhi’s movies remained lighter,
safer, often self-conscious — the
charming man rather than the
mythichero carryingfandomon
his shoulders.

During the campaign for the
recent Assembly elections, their
differences turned political.
While Stalin and Udhayanidhi
crisscrossed the state holding
rally after rally, the DMK’s at-
tacks were not directed at the
TVK. Udhayanidhi repeatedly
targeted AIADMK leader Edap-
padi K Palaniswami or EPS and
the BJP. Vijay was criticised oc-
casionally, but he was never
treated as a principal threat. In-
side the DMK ecosystem, the as-
sumption lingered that the
TVK’s rise was atmospheric
rather than structural.

This misreading would now
define this election. Stalin's de-
feat did more than reduce the
DMK numerically.Itdealta psy-

Four ministers to take oath today
along with Himanta, 2 from allies

Express News Service
Guwahati, May 11

ONLY four otherleaders —two
senior leaders from the BJPand
one each from its allies Asom
Gana Parishad and Bodoland
People’s Front — will be sworn
in as ministers along with CM-
designate Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Tuesday.

Following the NDA sweepin
Assam Assembly polls, Sarma
has been elected the leader of
the NDA legislature and issetto
take oath as Chief Minister for
asecond consecutive term.

On Monday night, he an-
nounced that four otherleaders
will be sworn in as ministers —
Rameswar Teli and Ajanta
Neog from the BJP, Atul Bora

from the AGP and Charan Boro
from the BPF.

Teli is a senior tea-tribe
leader who has served as Union
Minister of State for Food Pro-
cessing Industries and then for
Petroleum and Natural Gas in
the second term of the Nar-
endra Modi government. After
a decade in the Assam Assem-
bly, and then another decadein
the Lok Sabha, he was nomi-
nated to the Rajya Sabha in
2024. He has now been elected
from the Duliajan constituency.

Ajanta Neog is one of
Sarma’s longest standing col-
leagues and hasbeen re-elected
from the Golaghat consti-
tuency for a sixth consecutive
term.

Atul Boraisthe president of

BJP’s long-time regional ally
AGP, with hisroots as astudent
leader in the Assam Agitation.
He hasbeen a Cabinet minister
in both the previous BJP-led
governments in the state. BPF
leader Charan Boro — now
elected for the third time from
the Majbat constituency — had
been inducted into the minis-
try in the last Sarma govern-
mentin October last year to seal
the BJP’s alliance with the BPF
ahead of the elections.

Along with these four
leaders, Sarma also announced
that Ranjeet Dass, former
Assam BJP president and a
minister in the last Sarma gov-
ernment, will be their candi-
date for the position of Speaker
in the Assembly.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

chological blowtothe party. The
shock was so deep that sections
within both the DMK and the
AIADMK briefly entertained one
of the strangest ideas in the
state’s modern political history:
apossible arrangement between
thetwo Dravidian adversaries to
prevent Vijay from taking office.

Fear does strange things to
political systems. Part of that fear
was based on practical ground:
power, investigations, targeting
of the old dispensation, bureau-
cratic networks, money, in-
fluence. Butitsanother part was
historical. Inside Tamil Nadu’s
entrenched political class, there
seems to be a deep worry that
Vijay might become another
MGR - a populist actor-politi-
cian capable of ruling for a dec-
ade or more while reducing
older parties to resentful surviv-
ors. The irony was hard to miss.

Udhayanidhi’s arc

Now, Udhayanidhisitsinside
the Assembly facing the conse-
quences of the DMK’s miscalcu-
lations. For years, he was pro-
jected as Stalin’s political heir.
Unlike his father, who spent dec-
ades waiting under Karun-
anidhi’s shadow, faced arrest
during Emergency and fought
prolonged internal battles, Ud-
hayanidhi’s rise was remarkably
smooth. From the DMK’s youth
wing chief to MLA from a safe
constituency Chepauk-Thiru-
vallikeni, to minister and deputy
CM - all achieved within nearly
half-a-decade. He managed to
retain his seat this time too, al-
beit with a reduced margin.

The criticisms followed him
throughout this ascendancy:
Dynasty, entitlement, film-in-
dustry monopolies, Sabare-
esan’s influence, and a contro-
versy over his Sanatan dharma
remarks. And yet, reducinghim
merely to privileges misses
something about his trans-
formation. Those close to Ud-
hayanidhi often describe him as
someone who entered politics
without deep ideological prep-
aration but gradually began ab-
sorbing its emotional grammar.
He was never seen as a classic
DMK ideological warrior. His
public image remained lighter
than political. But over time, es-
pecially after the Sanatan
dharmaremarkrow erupted, he
appeared to become ideologi-
cally serious and more con-
scious of the historical weight of
the movement he inherited.

He learned quickly how
modern politics works rhetori-
cally. He became sharper in
speeches, more agile in confron-
tation, more willing to provoke.
But this election exposed
another truth: rhetorical sharp-
nessis not always enough when
history itself changes direction.

Now the Assembly physically
reflects that shift. Udhayanidhi
must lead the Opposition amid
this altered reality. He remains
youngby political standardsand
one of the most recognisable
facesinstate politics. Heremains
heir to the TN’s most durable
political machine. Opposite him
sits a film star who was never
supposed to take the political
world by storm so quickly.

Judicial officers’
‘gherao’: SC asks
NIA tocomplete
probein2 months

THE SUPREME Court on Mon-
day asked the NIA to complete
within twomonths its probeinto
the April1violencein West Ben-
gal's Malda district in which a
mob confined seven judicial of-
ficers for nine hours. A bench of
Chief Justice Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi said
the NIA should file its report be-
fore the court of competent ju-
risdiction after completing the
investigation. “What is the posi-
tion of investigation? Is it com-
plete?” the bench asked.Addi-
tional Solicitor General SV Raju,
appearing for the NIA, said he
would file a detailed status re-
port. “We are, however, of the
view that let the NIA complete
the investigation at the earliest,
preferably withina period of two
months...,” the bench said. PTI

about, as you said, with regard
to results which may have ma-
terially affected because of the
deletions which are under ad-
judication, that requires an in-
dependent interlocutory appli-
cation (IA) to be taken out.”
The CJI said, “We can only
improve the mechanism for ad-
judication of the appeals”, ad-
ding that those aggrieved can
pursue whatever remedies are

cided in a time-bound
mannet,” he said.
Bandopadhyay also

brought to the bench's notice
the resignation of Justice (re-
tired) T S Sivagnanam from the
appellate tribunal. The CJI,
however, said, “What can we
do? We can't compel ajudge...”

Senior Advocate Menaka
Guruswamy, also appearing for
the petitioners, said there is a
sense that adjudication could
take over four years.

Senior Advocate D S Naidu,
appearing for the Election
Commission, said the Commis-
sion had also come across news
reports that the chairperson of
a particular tribunal had re-
signed on “personal grounds”.
He added that the law is clear:
if parties have complaints re-
garding the election, their rem-
edy is an election petition. “If
there are any lapses in SIR, let
thembring it to Your Lordship's
notice. We will answer them.”

Bandopadhyay urged the
bench to pass an order that
deletions during the SIR canbe
a ground for filing an election
petition, but the CJI questioned
how that could be done. Justice
Bagchi said: “We indicated to
you, subsequent event, you are
at liberty to take out an appro-
priate IA. The opposition,
which Mr Naidu may have, will
come as a counter, either to its
maintainability, or toits factual
correctness, etc. We will look
into it and we will pass appro-
priate orders.”

SCjunks pleas against
HC order on probe into
Rs 397-cr ‘scam’ during
ex-minister Bala]l s term

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 11

THE SUPREME Court on Mon-
day dismissed appeals challeng-
ing the Madras High Court order
directing a CBI investigation
into an alleged Rs 397 crore-
scam in the purchase of trans-
formersbythe Tamil Nadu Gen-
eration and Distribution
Corporation Limited (TAN-
GEDCO)between 2021 and 2023
when V Senthil Balaji was the
electricity minister.

Abench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta re-
fused to entertain the appeals
challenging the April 29, 2026
High Court order transferring
the probe from the TN Director-
ate of Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption (DVAC) to the CBI.

Though the appellants con-
tended that there was no prayer
before the HC seeking a CBI in-
vestigation, the SC said courts
can order CBI probe even with-
out any such prayer. “We don't
need a prayer. It depends upon
how the court feels,” the court
said. Thebench clarified thatthe
investigation shall not be in-
fluenced by the observations
made by the High Court.

The Madras HC order came
on a pleaby NGO Arappor Iyak-
kam and some AIADMK
members. The HC said though
the NGOhadsought criminal in-
vestigation against public ser-
vants of TANGEDCO, including
Financial Controller V Kasi,
Chairman and Managing Direc-
tor Rajesh Lakhoni, firms alleg-

Irregularities alleged in
purchase of transformers
when Senthil Balaji was Tamil
Nadu’s electricity minister

edly involved in the corruption,
Balaji and other public servants,
the government accorded prior
approval for conductingenquiry
only against Kasi.

It said the state authorities
“have failed to provide any ex-
planation or justification for
their decision to refrain fromtak-
ingaction againstthe otherindi-
viduals. Despite the allegations
levelled against these parties, the
specific reasoning or evidence
that influenced the authorities'
choicetoexcludethem fromthe
current proceedingsremainsen-
tirely undisclosed.”

The HC said though DVAC
asked for approval to conduct a
detailed enquiry, the govern-
ment granted approval only for
preliminary enquiry.

“Wefind that the timeline for
providing prior approval as per
Section 17A of the Prevention of
Corruption Act is only three
monthswith provision of exten-
sion by a maximum of one
month. The huge delay in pro-
viding prior approval is unex-
plained,” said the HC.

India taking concrete measures to shield
supply chains amid West Asia crisis: Rajnath

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 11

INDIA HAS implemented con-
crete measures to shield supply
chains and ensure uninter-
rupted energy flows amid the
escalating West Asia crisis, De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh
said Monday.

Singh, while chairing a
high-level meeting of the Infor-
mal Group of Ministers (IGoM)
set-up to monitor the situation
in West Asia, emphasised that
the government is prioritising
maritime security and econ-
omic stability to offset global
volatility.

The defence minister di-
rected officials to take concrete
steps to implement the Prime

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh chairs a Group of Ministers’ meeting
in New Delhi on Monday. pri

Minister Narendra Modi's ap-
peal that included cutting fuel
consumption as part of efforts
tohelp conserveIndia's foreign
exchange reserves.

New Delhi

The meeting was attended
by Chemicals and Fertilisers
Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda,
Petroleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, Railways and In-

formation and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Civil Aviation Minister Kinja-
rapu Rammohan Naidu, and
Ports and Shipping Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal, among
others.

The IGoM was informed
that the country is secure, and
there is no shortage of any pe-
troleum product, even as most
other nations have taken
emergency measures to dra-
matically reduce domestic fuel
consumption, the defence min-
istry said.

“India has 60 days of crude
oil, 60 days of natural gas and
45 days of LPG rolling stock.
The foreign exchange reserves
stand atacomfortable USD 703
billion,” it said.
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PM Narendra Modi participates in a roadshow with Gujarat CM
Bhupendra Patel and Deputy CM Harsh Sanghaviin Somnath on
Monday. CHIRAG CHOTALIYA

In Somnath, PM
invokes Pokhran:
‘No power can
make India bow’

Express News Service
Ahmedabad, May 11

MARKING THE day India con-
ducted nuclear tests at Pokhran
in 1998, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Monday invoked
thelate Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
the “political will under his
leadership” and said that the
countrywill hold firm amid glo-
bal pressures and “no power on
earth” can make it “bow down”.

Speaking at the Somnath
Amrut Mahotsav, to mark the
75th anniversary of the recon-
struction of the Somnath
temple, he also spoke about the
politics of “appeasement over
national self-respect” during
the construction of the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya. “We must
remain alert against such a
mindset,” he said.

“Today holds special signifi-
cance for yet another reason. On
May 11, 1998, precisely on this
day, the nation conducted its
nuclear tests at Pokhran. On
May 11, the country carried out
the first three of these nuclear
tests. Our scientists demon-
strated India's prowess and ca-
pabilities to the world, an
achievement that created aglo-
bal stir,” he said.

“Global powers mobilised to
corner India. Various restric-
tions were imposed. Every av-
enue to avert potential econ-
omic crises was completely
blocked. Anyone else would
have crumbled. When the
world's major powers launch
such a massive offensive, the
path forward often appears in-
visible. But we are forged froma
different mettle,” Modi said.

On May 13 that year, he said,
twomore nuclear tests were con-
ducted. “It was then that the
world realised just how unwa-
vering India's political will truly
is. At that time, India faced im-
mense global pressure, yet
under the leadership of Atalji
(Atal Bihari Vajpayee), the BJP
government demonstrated that
forus, the nation comes first. No
power on earth can make India
bow down, nor can it force us to
yield under pressure,” Modi said.

Referring to the 75th anni-
versary of the “Pran Pratishtha”
(consecration ceremony) of the
Somnath temple, Modi said he
does not merely see a glimpse of
the past 75 yearsor a celebration
ofthe past, but a festival of inspi-
ration for India for the next

thousand years. History is a wit-
nesstohow the temple has with-
stood countless invasions, he
said. “Yet, time and again, it was
rebuilt; it rose again every single
time -- for the act of destruc-
tion,” he said.

Modi also targeted what he
said were forces that believe in
the politics of appeasement, in
the context of the Ram temple.
“Unfortunately, certain forces
remain dominant in the
country eventoday -- forcesthat
prioritise appeasement over na-
tional self-respect. We have wit-
nessed this even during occa-
sionssuch as the construction of
the Ram Temple, observing
how even that noble endeavour
faced opposition. We must re-
main alert against such amind-
set. We must leave this brand of
parochial politics behind us. We
must move forward by embrac-
ingboth development and heri-
tage in tandem,” he said.

Linkingtheissueto national
self-respect, Modi said: “For
thousands of years, our cultural
sites have served as the very
identity of India. We have in-
herited a heritage of immense
richness. Yet, theirony is for dec-
ades, we failed to fully grasp its
significance. There are count-
less examples across the world
where foreign invaders have de-
stroyed sites intrinsically linked
to a nation's identity. Howevet,
whenever the people of such na-
tions got an opportunity, they
united to reclaim, restore, and
re-establish their identity with
renewed glory. Here in our
country, politics has often been
played even on issues linked to
national self-respect.”

Citing Somnath as the
“greatest example”, he said:
“One of the primary responsibil-
ities following independence
was the restoration of the Som-
nath Temple. Consequently,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Dr
Rajendra Prasad invested im-
mense effort into this endeav-
our. But they had to face signifi-
cantopposition from Nehru-jiin
the process. Iwill not delve into
the details of this today; suffice
it to say that it was Sardar Sa-
heb's sheer willpower that en-
sured he remained unswayed,
despite such intense opposition.
The Somnath Temple was in-
deed reconstructed, and in
doing so, the nation washed
away astigma thathad persisted
for centuries.”

SC halts conviction of
senior Gujarat lawyer
Oza with stern warning

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 11

THE SUPREME Court on Mon-
day kept in abeyance the convic-
tion and sentence of GHCAA
president and Senior Advocate
Yatin Oza on criminal contempt
charges for making objection-
ableremarks against the stateju-
diciary, invoking powers under
Article 142 of the Constitution.
Abench of Justices J K Ma-
heshwari and Atul S Chandur-
kar said, though it did not find
any reason to interfere with the
October 2020 Gujarat HC order
convictingand sentencing him,
but warned that if he repeats his
actions, the punishment would
be revived. “The reasons as-
signed in the impugned order
by the HC do not warrant any

interference by this Court. Yet,
extending a final act of forgive-
ness, we are inclined to exercise
our plenary powers under Ar-
ticle 142 of the Constitution of
India to suspend and keep in
abeyance conviction as well as
sentence of the appellant in
consequence of this judgment
indefinitely,” the bench said.

“The full court of the HC
shall undertake periodic review
ofthe appellant'sconduct atan
interval of every 2 years... If the
appellant is found to have car-
ried out any further act of a
similar nature, the HC shall be
at liberty to file an application
in the instant disposed of ap-
peal seeking to give immediate
effect to the appellant's convic-
tion and sentence asdirected by
the HC”.

MODI TO VISIT UAE, ATTEND NORDIC SUMMIT; ECONOMY & ENERGY TOP AGENDA

Amid Gulf conflict, PMona
five-nation trip from May 15

Shubhaijit Roy
New Delhi, May 11

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modiwillgoonafive-nationtrip
from May 15to0 20, duringwhich
he will visit the United Arab
Emirates, The Netherlands,
Sweden, Norway and Italy, the
Ministry of External Affairs an-
nounced on Monday.

Modiwill begin his visit from
the UAE on May 15. Thereafter,
he will visit The Netherlands
(May 15-17), Sweden (May 17-18),
Norway (May 18-19) and Italy
(May 19-20).

In Norway, he will attend the
India-Nordic Summit on May 19,
which will be attended by
leaders from Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Sweden and Norway.
PM'’s visit to Norway for the
Summit was scheduled in May
lastyear, but was cancelled after
Op Sindoor.

About the UAE leg, the MEA
said, “Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will pay an official visit to
the United Arab Emirates on
May 15,2026, where he will meet
the President of the UAE, Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.
Thetwoleaderswill have the op-
portunity to exchange views on
bilateral issues, in particular
energy cooperation, aswell asre-

EXPLAINED

Critical timing

PM Modi’s UAE and Europe
trip comes atatime when
the warin West Asiaand US
President Donald Trump’s
actions have disrupted the
world order. The visits are
expected toboost coopera-
tionwith each of these coun-
triesinsectorsincluding
technology, energy, defence
and the Arcticregion. The
UAElegwill be key for
India’s energy security.

gional and international issues
of mutual interest. Theywill also
discuss ways to advance the bi-
lateral Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership underpinned by
strong political, cultural, econ-
omic and people-to-people
links.” “The visit will serve to
promote the significant trade
and investment linkages be-
tween the two countries,” it said.
Atatime when India is navi-
gating security and economic
challenges amidst the instability
in West Asia, thelast-minute ad-
dition of the UAE is significant.

For the secondlegof hisvisit,
PM Modiwill be visiting The Ne-
therlands from May 15-17, where
he will meet Dutch PM Rob
Jetten.

During the visit, he will call
on Dutch King Willem-Alex-
ander and Queen Maxima as
well.

In his talks with Prime Min-
ister Jetten, Modi will discuss co-
operation in “defence, security,
innovation, green hydrogen,
semiconductors and a strategic
partnership on water”.

The MEA said, “Prime Min-
ister’svisit early in the tenure of
the new (Dutch) government
will provide an opportunity to
further deepen and expand the
multifaceted partnership.”

For the third leg of the visit,
PM Modi will meet Swedish PM
UIf Kristersson on May17-18 at
Gothenburg, Sweden.

The MEA said, “PM Modi
will hold bilateral talks with PM
Kristersson toreview the entire
gamutofbilateral relations and
explore new avenues of cooper-
ationtoenhancebilateral trade,
which has reached $7.75 billion
(2025), and Swedish FDI into
Indiawhich hasreached $2.825
billion (2000 - 2025), as well as
collaboration in green transi-
tion, AL, emerging technologies,

startups, resilient supply
chains, defence, space, climate
action and people-to-people
ties.”

The two prime ministers
will also address the European
Round Table for Industry, a
leading pan-European business
leaders forum, along with Ur-
sulavonder Leyen, President of
the European Commission.

In the fourth leg of his visit,
Prime Minister Modi will visit
Norway from May 18 to 19 for
the Third India-Nordic Summit
and bilateral engagements.
This will be Modi's first visit to
Norway, and the first visitby an
Indian PM in 43 years.

Hewill also call on King Ha-
rald V and Queen Sonja, and
hold bilateral talks with Norwe-
gian PM Jonas Gahr Stgre.

The 3rd India-Nordic Sum-
mit will take place in Oslo on
May 19. Here, PM Modi will be
joined by Norwegian PM Stare,
Denmark’s PM Mette Fred-
eriksen, Finland PM Petteri
Orpo, Iceland PM Kristrun Fros-
tadottir and Swedish PM Kris-
tersson.

In the final leg, Modi will
visit Italy on May 19-20 and
meet Italian PM Giorgia Meloni.
Hewill also call on Italy's Presi-
dent Sergio Mattarella.

BEHIND Rs 1.5-CRORE LPG THEFT RACKET

West Asia war, summer heat, and a saga
of 6 gas tankers stolen in Chhattisgarh

Jayprakash S Naidu
Raipur, May 11

AMID A global cooking gas cri-
sis fuelled by the West Asia con-
flict, police in Chhattisgarh
have busted a racket which al-
legedly stole over 90 metric
tonnes of liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) worth around Rs 1.5
crore and sold it off in black
market.

As per Mahasamund dis-
trict police, the gas was alleg-
edly stolen from tanker trucks
which were earlier seized by the
police in another gas theft case
last year. The sequence of the
events datesback to December
2025, when police in Mahasa-
mund’s Singhora area seized
six LPG tankers from the forest
area. Police claimed aganghad
taken the tankers there to steal
the gas.

Additional SP Pratibha Pan-
dey said a team of officials had
spotted the trucks and alerted
police, after which an FIR was
filed, and the tankers were
seized and kept in police cus-
tody till March.

However, due to the rising
summer heatin March and a
lack of adequate safety arrange-
ments, police requested the
District Collector to take cus-
tody of the tankers. According
to officials, the tankers were
handed over to the food depart-
ment on March 30 and event-
ually came into the custody of
one ofthe accused, whorunsan
LPG distribution company
based in the state capital, Rai-

Police bust ring involving govt officials & distribution
companies which siphoned off 90 metric tonnes of LPG

pur.Ithasbeen alleged that the
weight of LPG in the tankers
was not checked before they
were entrusted to the company.
Afterthe handover, the tankers
were taken to premises owned
by thedistribution company at
Urlavillage in Raipur.

Police alleged that gas was
stolen between March 30 and
April 5. On April 6 and April 8,
the tankers were taken for
weighing at the Mahasamund
food officer’s office.

The theft came to light in
April when the original trans-
porters of the tankers reached
the Singhora police station to
take the trucks back. They
checked the tankers and real-
ised gas had been stolen and

Police had first seized the six tankers in December 2025; (right) the
gang sold the stolen LPG cylinders in the black market

complained to police.

Police said they confirmed
the theft based on a GPS device
installed in the tankers, which
showed that they were taken
inside the accused’s plant.
Further, the sale receipts of the
accused’s distribution com-
pany showed that only 47
tonnes of LPG was purchased
in April, and there was zero
opening stock. However, 107
tonnes of gas was sold.

Mahasamund  district
Superintendent of Police
Prabhat Kumar said, “The
main accused are food depart-
ment officer Ajay Yadav, the
gas dealer Pankaj Chandrakar
and their aide in Raipur,
Manish Chaudhary, and San-

tosh Thakur (the owner of the

distribution @ company).”
Yadav, Chandrakar, and
Chaudhary have been arrested
so far.

As per police, the food de-
partment officer and the gas
agency owner allegedly en-
sured that Thakur got custody
of the tankers, after which
they roped in Chaudhary to
get in touch with gas agencies
across Raipur to arrange the
sale of the stolen LPG.

At least eight gas agencies,
which allegedly bought the
gasillegally, are now under the
scanner. The accused had
claimed that the gas leaked
from the tankers, but a techni-
cal team denied any leakage,
said police.

120 of 410 questions from NEET-UG exam

appeared in

Hamza Khan
Jaipur, May 11

RAJASTHAN’S SPECIAL Oper-
ations Group (SOG) hassaid that
it is investigating the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET-UG) 2026, for an alleged
leakafteritfounda ‘guess paper’
with as many as 120 questions,
which appeared in the actual
examination.

Addressingjournalistsin Jai-
pur, Vishal Bansal, ADGP, SOG,
said, “There are various miscon-
ceptions regarding the NEET
exam. There is a ‘guess paper’
with 410 questions. Ofthose, itis
said that about 120 questionsap-
peared in chemistry. And this
guess paper was with students
weeks before the examination,
asfarbackasamonth.”

Hesaid thattheinquirysofar
hasn’t revealed where the ques-

11 E

‘euess paper’, investi

=\

Students undergo security checks before the NEET exam. ExPress

tion paper originated from, and
added that it hasbeen found on
WhatsApp on the phones of stu-
dentsappearing for the examin-
ation. “Itisa PDF file of about 150
pages with over 400 questions.
Weare movingstep by step—itis
alaborious and painful process.
All(SOG)officialsareinvolved in
this.” He said that since it wasin
the public domain, it isn’t easy

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

to zero in on the source. “For
example, if someone got it pho-
tocopied at an e-mitra, then the
e-mitra owner shared it with
someone else, and so on. So, our
investigation is centered on
whether there was cheatingor if
acrimewascommitted,” Bansal
said.

The National Testing
Agency, meanwhile, said that it

gation on

“remains committed to fair, se-
cure, and credible examinations
and to working closely with all
investigating agencies in sup-
portoftheintegrity of the exam-
ination system”.

Meanwhile, several opposi-
tion leaders attacked the BJP
government, with Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge saying
that, “The examination system
under the Modi government has
become a complete symbol of
disorder, distrust, and chaos. At
least4 NEET papers haveleaked
so far - 2026, 2024, 2021, 2016.”

“In Sikar, Rajasthan, ahand-
written ‘guess paper’ is avail-
able before the exam, out of
which 135 questions directly
match the actual NEET paper.
This wasbeingsold openly and
rampantly, and the central gov-
ernment had no inkling of it?”
he asked.

New Delhi

* BRIEFLY

Belongings of the victims salvaged from the ill-fated vehicle. Express
HIMACHAL PRADESH

Five from Gujarat among 6 dead as
SUV plunges into agorge in Chamba

SIXPEOPLE, including five tourists from Gujarat, were Killed
and four others sustained injuries when the SUV they were
travelling in plunged into adeep gorge at Kakirain Himachal
Pradesh's Chamba district on Monday, police said. The
ToyotaInnova vehicle, with 10 people onboard, was on its
way from Manali to Dalhousie when the incident occurred on
the Lahru-Tunnuhatti road at around 3 am, police said, ad-
ding so severe was the impact that parts of the vehicle were
scattered all around. The deceased were identified as Lalit
Bhai Fatnani, Mamta Ben Fatnani, Priyank Kanihya Lal Bho-
pani, Kajal Bhopani, and Divyansh Bhopani. All were
residents of Sindhi Colony in Bhavnagar, Gujarat. The other
deceased was driver Jaswant Kumar from Himachal. ENS

Man murdered,
‘hand chopped
off’ in Odisha

AYOUTH was brutally mur-
dered following tussle with
alleged stone quarry mafias,
who chopped off hisone
handin Odisha’s Nayagarh
district on early Monday
morning. Accordingto po-
lice, the deceased hasbeen
identified as Ajit Kumar
Sahoo, 38. Asperthe
complaintlodged by Sadasiv
Sahoo, father ofthe
deceased, six people camein
avehicleataround1:30 am
on Sunday night and sudd-
enly attacked thembya
sword causing severe injur-
iesthatresultedin Ajit’s
death. After theincidentthe
accused fled the spot, alleg-
ed the complainant. ENS

Mandragged out
of hotel, beaten
up in Bhopal

A MAN from the minority
community was allegedly
assaulted, stripped and
smeared with cow dungand
blackink by a group of
people after he was
purportedly found with a
woman from another com-
munity inahotelin Bhopal
on Sunday evening, police
said. “No written complaint
hasbeen submitted by any
side. Everyone was warned
againstengagingin
activities that could disturb
social harmony orlaw and
orderinthe future. The
couple was counselled tofile
acase, buttheyrefused. If
theyreturn, we willfilea
case,” said police. ENS

Ex-serviceman, who
shot dead woman at
hospital & two men,
killed in encounter

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, May 11

HOURS AFTER he allegedly
shotawoman patientdead ata
hospital in Uttar Pradesh’s
Chandauli, a former service-
man wasKkilled in an encountet,
said police. Accordingto police,
the accused, Gurpreet Singh,
42, had been involved in three
killings, including two murders
on trains, in 48 hours.

Police on Monday morning
said, Gurpreet entered Jeevak
Hospital under the pretext of
seeking treatment. After regis-
tration and obtaininga prescrip-
tion, he walked through the fa-
cilityand approached the bed of
55-year-old Lachmina Devi, a
resident of Bhabuain Bihar.

Police said he shot herinthe
temple at close range before at-
tempting to flee. He was over-
powered by people at the spot
and handed over to police.

Police said after question-
ing, the accused was taken to
Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Junction railway station as part
of crime scene reconstruction.
Police later tookhimtoasitein
the Sakaldiha police station
area where the first victim’s
body had been recovered.

During the operation, of-
ficers claimed the accused
suddenly snatched a pistol
from one of the officers, opened
fire at the police team and fled.
Additional forces were rushed
to the area, and a joint search
operation was launched.

Police said Gurpreet fired
again at officers during the
combingoperation. Police said
they retaliated in self-defence,
shooting him in the chest. Two
police officers were injured in
the gunfire.

Vaibhav Krishna, DGP, Va-
ranasi Range, said the injured
officers and the accused were
taken to hospital immediately,
where doctors declared the ac-
cused dead. The two injured
policemen are currently under-

| goingtreatment.

Gurpreet Singh was from Tran
Taranin Amritsar

Police said before the hospital
shooting, Gurpreet allegedly
killed Dinesh Shah (S5) from Bi-
har’sGayainside the Jammu Tavi
Expresson Monday before escap-
ing from the moving carriage.

On Sunday morning, police
said, the accused allegedly shot
dead Mangru Chaudhary (34),
a resident of Ghazipur district,
aboard the Tarighat Express be-
fore throwing the victim’s body
from the moving train.

Police believe Gurpreet
used hislicenced weapon inthe
attacks and had no connection
to any of the three victims. All
three killings appear to have
been random acts of violence,
police added.

Chandauli SP Akash Patel
said police have so far found no
clear motive behind the three
killings. According to police,
Gurpreet was from Tarn Taran
in Amritsar, Punjab.

On April 29, he claimed he
left Punjab for Arrah district in
Bihar for a security guard job.
But he was fired within a few
days over his alcoholism,” said
police.

“On May 9, he left Arrah by
train, travelled to Prayagraj, and
then stopped at PDDU railway
station in Chandauli,” said a po-
lice officer. He carried out his
first two crimes then, said police.

“Heboarded the Tarighat Ex-
presson May10 and shotat Man-
grurandomly. On May 11, around
1.30, Gurpreet boarded the
Jammu Tavi Expressand fired at
Dinesh Shah,” said police.
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Judges must exhibit patience, says SC; refuses ‘Amid uncertainty, important

to pass further order in HC junior lawyer row  toinvestin ties with partners
having same values, interests’

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 11

NOTING THAT therecent con-
troversy over a courtroom out-
burst by an Andhra Pradesh
High Court judge against a
young advocate was resolved
amicably with the involvement
ofthe HC Chief Justice and the
Bar Association, the Supreme
Court on Monday refused to
pass any further orders in the
matter even asitadvised judges
to be patient and compassion-
ate towards junior lawyers and

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

For and On behalf of the President of [ndéa,
Sr. Divisianal Elecirical Engineer
I TRENVEMLU Carshed, Tiklapara, South

the following works up te 15:00 hrs, on
e date mentioned sgainst tems will De
opanad at 15.30 hrs. S5l.Mo.-1. QOpen
Tender Notice No.: RS-TPKR-PIS-26-
25860, Date: 07.05.2026. Description of
work: Repairing of passengar iformation
sysiemiequipment provided i comventional
EMU/MEMU rakes of EMU carshed)
Tikiapara and MEMU Carshad/Kharagpur,
Tender Value: ¥ 87.08,15B. EMD:
T 1,74 200, Cost of Tender Documents:
5,000, Completion period: 12 months,
S5.No.-Z. Open Tender Notice Mo.; RS-
TPER-CAMC-MEMU-261811, Date:
07.05.2026. Description of wark:
Comprahensive Annual Maintenance
Conlract (CAMC) of 3 phase Propulaion
Syatem of MEMU with Alstom
Tramsportation Limited, Bengaluru Tor a
period of 02 years. Tender Value: T
6.32 80240, EMD: T 12,65.400. Coslt al
Tender Documents: ¥ 10,000,
Completion period: 24 months. Date of
Cpening: 02062026 (for S Mo.1 & 2}
Date of Submission: up o 15.00 brs. of
02062026 (for 5LMo.1 & 2). Interested
Tenderer may visil wehbhslte
www.ireps.gav.in for full detalls,
description, specification, camgeandum o
thie tendear and submit their bids onling. In
no case manual tender for these works will

Eastern Railtway is inviting e-tenders for| |

encourage them.

Taking up the representa-
tions submitted in this regard
by lawyers' bodies, which were
registered as petitions, Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
(CJI) said on Monday that the
report from the High Court CJ
indicated that during the hear-
ing, the judge gathered the im-
pression that the lawyer had
slammed a file when he failed
to get relief, whereas, according
to the lawyer, the file had
slipped from his hand.

Though the clip showed the

judge directing police custody
of the accused, the two-judge
SCbench said it did not trans-
late into an executable ordet.
Stating that no further

orders were needed in the
matter, the bench, also com-
prising Justice Joymalya Bag-
chi, said, “Members of the ju-
diciary at all levels must exhibit
patience, compassion and
spirit of encouragement to-
wards all, especially young
members of the bar.”

The top court said, “Whileit
is certainly a solemn duty of
senior members ofthebartoin-
culcate discipline, professional
ethics and continuous learn-
ing, the responsibility does not
lie with the bar alone, but with
the bench as well, to nurture a
sense of duty, integrity, so that
every lawyer sees themselves as
an officer of the court first™.

The report of the HC CJ also

E-TENDER NOTICE
No.10 of 2026-27 (Open}-Engg/DDU

| On line (through e-tendering} for the
following work is invited by DRM Engg /
DDU for and on behalf of the President of
India fram experienced and financially as
well as technically sound contraclors
including those enlisted with the Railway,
CPWD, BSHL, MES, PWD and other
public sector undertakings:-
| Tender No. 06-DDU-DEN -HQ-26-27
(i) Name of work with its location ;
improviemnent of service buildings and
| siaff quarters by leaky roof repair eic al
DDU under ADEN/HQ/DDU,
(il) Advertised Value: Rs. 37125875.72,
(ili) Earnest Money: Rs. 74250000,
(vii) Closing Date & time for
submission of e-tender; 02.06.2026 |
Up-to 12:00 hrs., ([viii) Website
particulars of e-tendering:
WwWw.ireps.gov.in
Divisional Railway Manager
East Contral Railway,
Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhaya Division

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [#)

ROAD, ALIGARH-202002
Letter No.: 447/NIVIDAMS
Date : 11.05.2026
E-TENDER NOTICE

U.P Jal Nigam (Urban) online E-
tenders for execution of Investigation
and survey (on GIS basis) of the
project area Including soil investi-
gation if required, Engingaring Design
(hydraulic and structural) as reguired,
Procurement of all labour & material,
T&P etc. and construction of various
companents complete for Interception
and Diversion Works of tapping drain
"USED WATER MANAGEMENT AT
JATTARI, DISTRICT-ALIGARH"
including successful testing and
commissioning of said work on
percentage rate “Tum-key basis®
under SBM (U] - 2.0 Programme. Bids
are invited in two bid system on
percentage rate basis from eligible
reputed and experienced bidder. E-
tender documents will be available for
download from Date- 20.05.2026 at
17:00 Hrs, Pre-Bid meeting will be held
on date- 20052026 at 12:30 Hrs. in
the office of under signed. E-bid can be
subimitted Hll Date- 11.06.2026 up 1o
17:00 Hrs. and technical bid shall be
opened on 12.06.2026 at 15:00 Hrs. in
the office of The Superintending
Enagineer, Construction Circle, U.P. Jal
Migam (Urban), Aligarh in presence of
contractor or their authorized
represantative. E-tender Cost is Rs
10000.00+GST @18%. Details are
available On U.P. Govt. hitp:!/
gtenderup.nic.in & WP, Jal Nigam
(Urban} website "hitp/fwww.|n
upsde.gov.in

Al (PR-152) | | PRIO203IDDUENGGITI26-2713
OFFICE OF THE OFFICE OF THE
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER | | SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
CONSTRUCTION CIRCLE, CONSTRUCTION CIRCLE,
U.P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN), OPP. | | U.P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN), OPP.
CAR SCAN CENTRE, RAMGHAT | | CAR SCAN CENTRE, RAMGHAT

ROAD, ALIGARH-202002
Letter No.: 449/NIVIDA/ST
Date : 11.05.2026
E-TENDER NOTICE

U.F. Jal Migam {Urban) online E-
tenders for execution of Investigation
and survey (on GIS basis) of the
project area including soil invest-
gation if required, Engineenng Design
(hydraulic and structural) as required,
Procurement of all labour & matenial,
T&P elc. and construction of varous
campenents complete for Inlerceplion
and Diversion Works of tapping drain
“USED WATER MANAGEMENT AT
PISAWA, DISTRICT-ALIGARR"
including successful testing and
commissioning of sald work on
percentage rate "Turn-key basis”
under SBM (L) - 2.0 Programme. Bids
are invited in two bid system an
percentage rate basis from eligible
reputed and experienced bidder. E-
lender documents will be available for
download from Date- 20.05.2026 al
17:00 Hrs, Pre-Bid meeting will be held
on date- 29.05.2026 at 12:30 Hrs. in
the office of under signed. E-bid can be
submitted til Date- 11.06.2026 up to
17:00 Hrs. and technical bid shall be
opened on 12.06.2026 at 15:00 Hrs. in
the office of The Superintending
Engineer, Construction Circle, U.P. Jal
Nigam (Urban), Aligarh in presence of
contractor or their authorized
representative. E-tender Cost is Rs
10000.00+GST @18%. Details are
available On U.P. Govi. hitp:/
etender.up.nic.in& U.P. Jal Migam
{Urban) website “hitp:/f'www.|n.

upsde.gov.in’.

OFFICE OF THE
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
CONSTRUCTION CIRCLE,
U.P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN), OPP.
CAR SCAN CENTRE, RAMGHAT

ROAD, ALIGARH-202002
Letter No.: 448/NIVIDASSD
Date : 11.05.2026
E-TENDER NOTICE

WP Jal Nigam (Urban) online E-
tenders for execution of Investigation
and survey (on GIS basis) of the
project area including soil investi-
gation If required, Engingering Design
(hydraulic and structural) as required,
Procurement of all labour & matenal,
T&P ele. and construclion of various
components complete for Inferception
and Diversion Works of tapping drain
“*USED WATER MANAGEMENT AT
KAURIAGANJ, DISTRICT-
ALIGARH" including successful
testing and commissianing of said
work on percentage rate "Tum-key
basis" under SEM (W) - 2.0
Programme. Bids are invited in two bid
system on percentage rate basis from
eligible reputed and experienced
bidder. E-tender documents will be
available for downlead from Date-
20.05.2026 at 17:00 Hrs, Pre-Bid
meeling will be held on date-
29.05.2026 at 12:30 Hrs. in the office
of under signed. E-bid can be
submitted fill Date- 11.06.2026 up to
17:00 Hrs, and lechnical bid shall be
opened on 12.06.2026 at 15:00 Hrs. In
the office of The Superintending
Engineer, Construction Circle, U.P. Jal
Migam {Urban). Aligarh in presence of
contractor or their authorized
representative. E-tender Cost is Rs
10000.00+GST @18%. Details are
available On U.P. Govl. hitp:/{
etender.up.nic.in & U.P Jal Nigam
(Urban} website “hitp:/iwww.jn.

upsde.gov.in’,

OFFICE OF THE
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
CONSTRUCTION CIRCLE,
U.P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN), OPP.
CAR SCAN CENTRE, RAMGHAT

ROAD, ALIGARH-202002
Letter No.: 445/NIVIDA/MT
Date : 11.05.2026
E-TENDER NOTICE

U.P. Jal Nigam {Urban} online E-
lenders for execution of Investigation
and survey (on GIS basis) of the
project area including soll Invest-
gation if required, Engineering Design
{hydraulic and structural) as required,
Procurement of all labour & material,
T&P elc. and construction of varous
components complete for interception
and Diversion Works of tapping drain
“USED WATER MANAGEMENT AT
BESWAN, DISTRICT-ALIGARH"
including successrul testing and
commissioning of said work on
percantage rate "Turn-kKey basis”
under SBM (U) - 2.0 Programme. Bids
are invited in two bid system on
percentage rate basis from eligible
reputed and experienced bidder, E-
tender documents will be available for
download from Date- 20.05.2026 at
17:00 Hrs, Pre-Bid meeting will be held
on date- 29.05.2026 at 12:30 Hrs. in
the office of under signed, E-bid can be
submitted till Date- 11.06.2026 up to
17:00 Hrs. and technical bid shall be
opened on 12.06.2026 at 1500 Hrs. in
the office of The Superintending
Engineer, Construction Circle, U.P. Jal
Nigam {Urkan), Aligarh in presence of
contractor or their authorized
representative, E-tender Cost is Rs
10000.00+GST @18%. Details are
available On U.P. Govl. http:/l
etander.up.nic.in & U.P. Jal Nigam
(Urban) website "hitpiiwww.|n.

upsde.gov.in”,

Express News Service
Hyderabad, May11

TELANGANA CHIEF Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy on
Monday directed DGP C V
Anand to constitute special
teams and intensify the inves-
tigation into the POCSO case
registered against Union Min-
ister Bandi Sanjay Kumar's
son, following allegations of
sexual harassmentof aminor
girl.

The CM sought an expla-
nation from the DGP on why
“no action” had been taken
despite the complaint being
registered on May 8, accord-
ingtoarelease fromthe CMO.
Reddy directed DGP Anand
to immediately begin the in-
vestigation into the case reg-
istered at the Pet Basheerabad
Police Station against the ac-
cused.

The case was registered
following allegations of sexual
harassment of a minor girl, a

said that the video clip, which
got widely circulated, was be-
reft of the context behind the
developments.

Taking note of this, the SC
said, “We make an unequivocal
observation that media has a
vital role in this regard. Dissemi-
nation of decontextualised vi-
deos can cause unwarranted
prejudice. We, therefore, expect
that media will play a proactive
role with a heightened sense of
responsibility.”

Avideoofthe May4 incident
that had gone viral had shown
Justice T Rajasekhar Rao “cal-
ling the police” to take custody
of an advocate whobehaved “in-
dolently” even as the young
counsel kept “begging for grace”

Revanth asks DGP toform |
special teams in POCSO
case against minister’s son

whointurnhasalleged extor-
tion and criminal intimida-
tion by the teenager’s parents.
Thegirl’s mother accused Ku-
mar’s son, Bhageerath, who
wasallegedlyinarelationship
with her daughter, of “sex-
ually harassing” her.

Meanwhile, Bhageerath
lodged a complaint with po-
lice in Karimnagar, alleging
that the girl’s parents press-
ured him to marry her. When
he rejected the proposal, the
girl’s parents allegedly sought
money and threatened to file
false complaints against him,
he claimed in the complaint.

Telangana Minister for BC
Welfare Ponnam Prabhakar
made a controversial sugges-
tion, saying that eldersshould
either intervene and get the
twomarried orlet the law take
its course. He denied that the
Congress government in the
state was acting out of any
vendetta against the BJP
leader’s son.

with folded hands.

Following the incident, CJI
Justice Kant had sought a report
from the HC CJ into the matter.
Representations were received
from the Bar Council of India
and Supreme Court Bar Associ-
ation seeking the top court's in-
tervention in the matter.

The SC bench also called
upon HCs to constitute Griev-
ance Redressal Committees
(GRCs) to address issues be-
tween the bar and the bench.
“We deem it apt to impress
upon High Courts to constitute
GRC, which must associate
members of Bar Councils/As-
sociations. Such committeesto
be constituted at the district/ta-
luka level also,” the court said.

Sukesh case:
ED opposes
Jacquelineplea

toturnapprover

Nirbhay Thakur
New Delhi, May 11

THE ENFORCEMENT Director-
ate Monday opposed a pleafiled
by actor Jacqueline Fernandez
to turn approver in a Rs 200-
croremoney launderingcasein-
volving alleged conman Sukesh
Chandrasekhar.
“..(Fernandez) remained in
regular and sustained contact
with Sukesh even after having
knowledge of his criminal
antecedents, who carefully ar-
ranged all benefits, gifts and ar-
ticles forthe Applicant out ofthe
‘proceeds of crime’ involved in
the offence of money launder-
ing. This consistent interaction
through numerous ways...and
receipt of benefits negate any
claim of being an ‘unwitting vic-
tim’, asunderlined by the Appli-
cant in the present application,
and instead highlights her con-
scious association with the main
perpetrator and with the illicit

Uy, MHATANE, FEEd-226010
Visit us at www.cdsupjn.org
Mob- 9897591777

e-mail; pmunit2@cdsupjn.org

NIT No.- 331/Karya-79,/44
Date: 11,/05,2026
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ROAD, ALIGARH-202002
Letter No.: 446/NIVIDA/MS
Date : 11.05.2026
E-TENDER NOTICE
U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban) online E-

project area including soll investi-

{hydraulic and structural) as required,
Procurement of all labour & matenial,
T&P etc. and construction of various
companents complete for Interception
and Diversion Warks of tapping drain
“USED WATER MANAGEMENT AT
CHANDAUS, DISTRICT-ALIGARR"
including successful testing and
gommissioning of said work an
percentage rate "Tum-key basis"
under SBM (L) - 2.0 Programme. Bids
are invited in two bid system on
percentage rate basis from eligible
reputed and experienced bidder. E-
tender documents will be available for
downioad from Date- 20.05.2026 at
1700 Hrs, Pre-Bid meeting will be held
on date- 29.05.2026 at 12:30 Hrs. in
the office of under signed. E-bid can be
submitted till Date- 11.06.2026 up lo
17:00 Hrs. and technical bid shall be
opened on 12.06.2026 at 15:00 Hrs. in
the office of The Superintending
Engineer, Construction Circle, U.P. Jal
Migam (Urban), Aligarh in presence of
contractor or their autharized
representative. E-lender Cost is Rs
10000.00+GST @18%. Details are
available On U.P. Govl. http:f/
gtenderup.nicin & UP. Jal Nigam
{Urban) website “hitp.//www.in
upsde.govin,

tenders for execution of Investigation|
and survey (on GIS basis) of the| ||

gation if required, Engineering Design | |

charge denied by the accused, WITHPTIINPUT | gains,” the ED said in its plea.
Fernandez had been
named as a co-accused by
rafera R Yae, g0 OFFICE OF THE the ED for enjoying the pro-
ez s flog SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER | | Seeds of crime allegedly
T WY1 A PO (oTdNa)| | CONSTRUCTIONCIRCLE, | | et froms the R 200 erore
(30 U0 TEETY 8 TUEH) kesh from the Rs 200 crore.
STE U=, 3. 9001:2015 U.P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN), OPP. Sukesh allegedly extorted
wgen 1 srved o, Az | | CAR SCAN CENTRE, RAMGHAT | | thismoney from AditiSingh,
wee wrater: 3 -3a-d, R wife of former Fortis Health-

care promoter Shivinder

Singh.

ON HISfirst visittoIndiaasthe
new CEO of the Centre for Aus-
tralian-India Relations (CAIR),
former Australian diplomat
Ryan Neelam, who has earlier
served in Hong Kong, and the
UN Security Council in New
York, talks to Divya A about the
need for New Delhi and Can-
berra to come together amid
geopolitical tensions, and to-
wards a free Indo-Pacific, and
the collaboration on energy se-
curity.

Neelam — who traces his
roots to India and has family
living in Mumbai and Banga-
lore — also talks about the role
ofthe Indian diasporain taking
the bilateral ties to the next
level. Edited excerpts from an
interview:

CAIR was announced by
Australian PM Anthony
Albanesein2023 witha
$28.1 million investment,
during PM Narendra
Modi’s visit to Sydney.
Three years down, does the
organisation have a
specific goal for the future?

We have an advisory com-
mittee of 12 prominent Austra-
lians from business, arts, cul-
ture and sport, including Steve
Waugh. It is a recognition that
we could be doing a lot more
and there is a huge potential to
lift economic engagement and
people-to-people engagement.

The political relationship
has been on an upward trajec-
tory for a while. So, the idea is
to explore how to bring in the
rest of Australian society into
that mission — how do we talk
to businesses about the trade
and investment opportunities
thataren’tbeingharnessed yet.
And how do we talk to arts and
cultural organisations and
thicken those ties.

You spoke of cultural ties.
How does that fitinto
increasingtrade and
political engagement?

A major objective is to
deepen the public understand-
ingof each other. So, in Austra-
lia our role is to lift the level of
India literacy in the broader
community. Theideaistogeta
bit more nuance and depth of
understanding among Austra-
lians about India’s place in the
world, how it’s navigating the
challenges and upheaval, and
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RYANNEELAM

CEO, CENTREFOR
AUSTRALIAN-INDIA RELATIONS

what that means for Australia.

It is also about celebrating
the contribution of Indian-Aus-
tralians to society. There are
one-million Australians of In-
dian descent, I'm one of them,
but the contribution of the di-
aspora goes across all sectors —
C-suite executives, business
leaders, sporting and cultural
leaders.

There are also discussions
aboutIndia and Australia
collaboratingon the
energy landscape...

There’s a lot of comple-
mentarity in our economies
naturally. We're a big resource
and energy exporter. India has
a huge demand for the kind of
products we export. We have
strengths relevant to India -
agri products would work to-
wards India’s food security
landscape, while clean energy
is another space as India aims
to decarbonise and become
more self-sufficient on energy.

Do you think there could
be newer areas of
collaboration considering
conflicts, tariffissues and
navigation issues?

Our economy is geared to-
wards certain industries and
those are relevant for the cur-
rent context. For instance,
clean energy and critical min-
erals. India has a huge interest
in how it works with other
countries, including Australia,
on diversifying supply chains
and building a bit more resil-
ienceintothatand sourcingthe
raw materials as well as pro-
cessing technologies.

Also, education is always

E-TENDER NOTICE
| The-Divisional Railway Manager (Engg )i
E.C. Railway'Samastipur for and on bahalf
{of the President of India invites Open
| Tender from expenenced and financially
{ capable tendeners for the following works in
| e=Tendenng mode. of IREPS web porial of
Indian Ratways -
| 81. No.: 1, Tender Notice No: TC-40-2026-
SPJ. Name of Wark: Construction of £ unils
officer transit house at Samastipur, Tendar
(Value [in Rs.) . 1240&771.41, Earnest
| Money (in Rs.) : 248200.00, Completion
period of the work: 12 Months
5. No.; 2, Tender Notice No: TC-41-2026-
(2PJ, Name of Work: Al Samastipur-
Balance work of Staft Quarter Type-ll
{12 units), Type-lll {08 units) works in
jurisdiction of SSEW!South’'5P) under the
ADENLand'SP), Tender Value (in Rs.) :
[13667680.62, Earnest Money (in Rs.) :
[ 2T3800.00, Complefion period of the
work: (6 Months
1. Last Dabe & fime for receiving of
| Tender in E-Tender mode on IREPS web
| portal: 02.06.2026 upto 12.00 hours.
|2, Opening Date & time for E-Tender:
02.06.2026 after 12.00 hours,
3. Website particulars where complete
details of tender & tender document can
{be seen on Website:www.ireps.gowv.in.
Amendments | modifications if any shall not
be publizhed in the newspapers but the
{same shall be uploaded inthe website,
ar. Divisional Engineer | Co-ord
E.C Raitlway/Samastipur
| PRIOZ0ISPIENGGITI26-27/44

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD
(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

No.2, 2/1 and 2/3, Kalidasa Marg, 1st Main Road, Gandhinagar
Bengaluru - 560 009. Phone No. 080-22265383, website: www.kiadb.in

schedule given below:

DIPRICP/E02/Zen/2026-27

No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-02/180-2/2026-27

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

ltem rate Tender under two cover bid system is invited for the work mentioned
below as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999 and
Rules 2000 through electronic procurement from eligible Contractors holding
valid License issued from KPWD, Government of Karnataka who have got
adequate financial resources, state of the art technology, suitable construction
equipments & sufficient past experience for the following work as per the

Name of the Work : Formation of industrial layout including formation of 30m
wide roads of flexible pavement, construction of RCC side drains, RCC box
culverts, RCC utility ducts, HDPE water supply pipelines etc at Ittagatti
(Sector-2) Industrial Area in Dharwad Taluk & District.

The last date and time of receipt of tenderis : 04.06.2026 upto 4.00 pm.

Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Date: 11.05.2026

Sd/-
Chief Engineer-2,
KIADB Bengaluru

AILWAY [

INDIAN RAILWAYS

"PUBLIC NOTIFICATION"

thia prosdmity of the said averhaad lines,

Motice is heraby given o all users of Radway lines and premises situaled on the
complebed Section af the under neted seclion of tha Northerm Bathway (hal e 26000
Yalt 50 Hz AC overead traction wires will be energized on o after the date specified
agalnst the section, On and from the same date the overhead traction line shall be
treated as live at alf the ttmes and no un-authorized person ahall approach or work in

Section Diate
Al Dedhi Bishangan] Yard
. Exienson ol Lines ¥ 8and 9
. Madification of OHE

Dated; 08.05.2026

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/ TRDO-Cord,

MNorthern Rallway, New Delhi
15732026

Serving Customers With A Smile

going to be a central strand of
our relationship. We are a
quality provider of education
and we want Indiansto think of
Australia when they think of
studying abroad.

ButIndiais already among
the top source countries
for Australian universities.
One area that could grow
more is vocational education
and skills. India is moving to-
wards Net Zero by 2070, while
Australia has a nearer timeline
0f2050. So, we’re both pushing
in the same direction. But this
energy transition is not only
about policy goals and invest-
ment, you actually need the
people to lay the wires. Austra-
lia certainly doesn’t have
enough of those people who
will be able to supply what’s
needed, while India has ahuge
population of skilled labour.

In this complicated
geopolitical scenario, how
does Australia view India
asbeingindispensable?

The rules-based interna-
tional order that we’ve come to
rely on, seemslikeit’schanging
very rapidly. And we’re both
working out how we can pre-
serve aspects of that. The rela-
tionship has never been more
consequential. So, we recognise
thevalue of partners that share
the same interests to navigate
some of the uncertainty that
we’re seeing in the world.

We’re moving towards a
great power competition and at
this time, the more you can in-
vest in relations with partners
having the same interests and
values, the more resilience you
build to deal with whatever
might come.

Is the place for Indian-
Australians changingin
Australian society?

Oneof our strengths asaso-
cietyisthatit’sdiverse and that
we have migration from across
the world. A million Austra-
lianswho have that Indian con-
nection like me exist, and it’s
only growing. We actually har-
ness the diaspora to help with
economic engagement. While
there was some pushback last
year, the Prime Minister of Aus-
tralia has made it clear that
there’s no place for intolerance
or racism in Australia.

Man stabbed in
Nagpur road rage

A20-YEAR-OLDlabourer,
Tushar Chute, was stabbed
todeathinaroadrageinci-
dentin Nagpur's Dharam-
peth area early on Monday,
said police. Avehicle
brushed past his foot, which
ledtoanargumentand one
ofthoseinthe vehicle
stabbed him. Two minors
havebeendetained. PTI
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25001/110/2627

GOVT. OF ODISHA

W OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, KENDRAPARA-JAJPUR
AT-CHANDIKHOL, PO- SUNGUDA, JAJPUR-754296

Email-serw_kpd @yahoo.com

No. Tender Online RCK- 08/26

1. Name of the work
2. Class of Contractor
3. Time of Completion
4. Detail Projects

5. Other Details

Letter No.- 2592

e-Procurement NOTICE

: Tender for the Bridge works under SBY in the Dist. of Kendrapara & Jajpur.
. As specified in the Column-7 of the Annexure.
. As specified in the Column-8 of the Annexure.
: As per Annexure attached

Date:-29.04.2026

OIPR- 25001/25129/1/26-27/0004

Procurement Bid Availability of Tender Last Date & Time of Date & Time of
Officer Identification on-line for bidding seeking tender opening of tender
No. From To clarification Technical Bid Financial Bid
1 2 3 4 5 | 7
Chief Construction Tender 14.05.2026 | 29.05.2026 29.05.2026 30052026 Will be
Engineer, Rural Online at to up to at intimated later
Works Circle, RCK -08/26 11.00 AM. | 01.00 PM. 01.00 PM. 11.00 A.M.
Kendrapara-Jajpur |
Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in
Sd/-

Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Kendrapara-Jajpur

Sk 16632/ TH.H/10/2026
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When the British

‘brought back

Somnath gates’
from Afghanistan

Yashee
New Delhi, May 11

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi visited Gujarat on Monday
to mark 75 years of the inauguration of the restored Somnath
temple. He posted on social media, “...while the attackers have
faded into the dust of history, the soul of Bharat endures. Som-
nath stands tall and eternal.”

The Somnath temple

Located in Prabhas Patan, Veraval, Somnath is an impor-
tant Hindu pilgrimage. According to the temple’s website, it
is “the holy place of the First Aadi Jyotirling Shree Somnath
Mahadev and the sacred soil where Lord Shri Krishna took his
lastjourney...”

By most historical accounts, the temple faced several at-
tacks from raiders, with the most damaging by Mahmud of
Ghazni in 1026 CE. This history of Somnath has often been
used to divide Hindus and Muslims. The British attempted
this as far back as 1842, when an official claimed to have
“avenged the insult of Hindus” by bringing back the “sandal-
wood gates of Somnauth” from Afghanistan. The gates later
turned out to be neither of Somnath nor of sandalwood.

Lord Ellenborough’s proclamation

In 1842, the British Army suffered losses in its Afghanistan
expedition. A retaliatory strike was carried out, and itisduring
thistime that the “gates of Somnath” carried away by Mahmud
of Ghazni surfaced in a big way. The British brought back a
pair of wooden gates from Ghazni, claiming they were the orig-
inal gates of Somnath taken by the invader.

On November 16, 1842, British Governor General Lord El-
lenborough issued a procla-
mation “to all the Princes
and Chiefs, and people of
India”, which read: “Our vic-
torious army bears the gates
of the temple of Somnauth
in triumph from Afghanis-
tan...That insult of eight
hundred years is at last
avenged.” He added: “I have
ever relied with confidence
uponyour attachmenttothe
British Government. You see
how worthy it provesitself of
your love, when, regarding
your honour asitsown, it ex-
erts the power of its arms to restore to you the gates of the
temple of Somnauth, so long the memorial of your subjection
to the Afghans.”

Upon examination, the gates were found to be made of
deal, aninexpensive pinewood, and not of Indian design. The
UK’s National Army Museum says the gates “turned out to
have been made in Ghazni”.

* FACEDFLAK

® Ellenborough’s actions were
criticised in England.

® In March 1843, amotion

was moved in the House of
Commons that the letter “toall
the chiefs, princes, and people
of India, respecting the restora-
tion of the gates of atemple to
Somnauth, is unwise, indecor-
ous, and reprehensible.”

Controversy persisted

The theory of the gates persisted, and resurfaced in 1951
ahead of the restored temple’s inauguration. In April 1951,
Radio Pakistan (Peshawar), carried a broadcast that gates from
Afghanistan were being carried to India for the ceremony.

On April 21, 1951, Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru wrote
to his Pakistani counterpart, Liaquat Ali Khan: “The story of
the gates of Somnath temple being brought back to India from
Afghanistanis completely false... nothing of the kind is being
sent from Afghanistan to India. Nevertheless, the Pakistan
Press has been full of this story.”
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UbIT MISRA

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi has
urged Indians to save foreign exchange
(forex) by any means necessary.

In arecent speech, he called on Indians
to stop buying gold for a year. Gold imports
are a huge source of forex demand.

Healsourged people towork from home
to reduce consumption of imported crude
oil: another big drain on forex.

Modi asked people to cut down on use
of edible oil in their food, saying this will not
just reduce imports but alsoimprove health.
He appealed to farmers to halve the use of
chemical fertilisers, suggesting a shift to
natural farming. He also underscored the
need for buying “made in India” products
instead of imported ones for everyday use.
He also called on other organisations —
from courts tolabour unions to media —to
help work towards this goal.

Link between forex and
Modi’s demand

This call comesin the wake of the war in
Iran, and the associated supply and price
shocks of goods like fuel and fertiliser.

When Indiansbuy imported goods —be
it gold or a toothbrush or fertiliser or edible
oil — India ends up exhausting its pile of
forex held with the Reserve Bank of India.
That’s because imports involve Indians
using their rupees to buy dollars and then
using those dollars to buy imported goods.

Usually, foreigners worldwide also buy
Indian goods: they use dollars to buy ru-
pees, adding to Indian forex reserves.

Butthesituation can go off-balance ifIn-
dia’s imports far outstrip exports: here,
India will keep spending dollars without
getting as many in return.

If this sustains, it has two effects: one,
India runs down its forex pile, and two,
the rupee’s exchange rate weakens
against the dollar (or any other currency
India uses to trade).

Another way through which forex
comes in and out of India is foreign invest-
ments. While foreigners invest in India by
either creating new businesses (foreign di-
rect investment) or buying shares in listed
Indian companies (foreign portfolio invest-
ment), Indians similarly invest abroad.

e POLITICS

Since the economic reforms in 1991, In-
dians generally import more than they ex-
port — this is called running a “current ac-
count deficit” (CAD). Whereas foreigners
invest in India more than Indians invest
outside India — called a “capital account
surplus” (CAS).

Typically, CAS is bigger than CAD, im-
plying more dollars are coming in than
going out and India adds to its forex re-
serves. Thisistechnically called a “Balance
of Payment (BoP) surplus”.

BoPand rupee’s exchange rate

of crisis.

become a deficit itself.

rate (Chart 3).

costlier.

production.

eBalance of Payment
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India can deal with the forex situation ~ forexreservesfor  overall economic growth because all busi-
intwoways: one, eitherreducedemandfor  variousreasons, nesses using these commodities will likely
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Modi’s suggestions are focused on cutting ¢ hgl Indi Y growth in theimmediate time period of the
consumption while none focus on boosting nothelp indian current year. Further, weak consumption

exports. levels are why businesses have not in-

This has several implications. If all In- ° creased their investments into the Indian
dians were to suddenly stop using gold in economy despite the government’s best ef-
all ceremonies and substitute it with fresh Healthy TESCIVES  forts. So, a strict adherence of Modi’s call
flowers plucked from the nearby garden, helpintimesof  could further disincentivise businesses.
and if all Indians stopped stepping out crisis. Moreover, while consumption cuts help
from home for any reason (or just cycled), E——— the current account, it may further worsen

the capital account. After all, why would for-
eign investors return to an economy they
are already shunning, if that economy
chooses to further roll back consumption?

Arguably, there can be another
medium-term scenario: that consumption
doesn’t get reduced but gets diverted to In-
dian firms, and Indian businesses invest be-
cause Indians only prefer “swadeshi” goods.
This would turn around the Indian econ-
omy by redirecting all demand towards In-
dian businesses.

By itself, the idea of becoming self-re-
liant sounds intuitively appealing. While
it is an understandable goal, not
every country can become self-reliant in
everything.

For instance, while India is now self-re-
liant in food production, this depends on
imported fertilisers. EvenifIndiaintends
to make all its fertilisers at home, it is still
reliant on imported feedstock (fuels such
as natural gas or naphtha, etc.) that ac-
count for over 80% of the total domestic
production cost of fertilisers. So, if India
cannot be self-reliant in fertilisers, it can’t
really consider itself to be self-reliant in
food production.

Similarly, India cannot replace imported
crude oil with any domestic alternativesin
a hurry; moreover, any shift will cause the
economy to slow down. So, crashing India’s
overall imports doesn’t necessarily make
the economy stronger; if anything, a forced
reduction will slow down the economy.

Further, that too much use of chemical
fertilisersis hurting India’s soil isincorrect:
actually, it is an imbalanced use. The sole
reason for this is the domestic subsidy re-
gime that over-subsidises urea, nudging
farmers to overuse it. Reducing use of
chemical fertilisers and shifting to natural
farming can only help to some extent.

Dealing with the forexissue

Cutting consumption in such a stark
manner cannot be a sustainable solution.
India needs to boost both its domestic pro-
duction and productivity. Only when India
becomes more efficient asa producer —re-
gardless of what machines we import — will
it be able to grow its share in the global ex-
ports market.

Similarly, only when India reforms its
ease of doingbusiness will it attract fresh in-
vestments either from within the country
or from outside. Higher levels of exports
and/orimproved attractiveness in terms of
startingand running a businessis theactual
recipe for dealing with the forex issue in a
sustainable mannet.

Betore Vijay: Recalling India’s first hung Assembly, also in Madras

Jatin Anand
New Delhi, May 11

C JOSEPH Vijay took oath as the Chief Min-
ister on Sunday after high political dramain
Tamil Nadu, despite his Tamilaga Vettri Kaz-
hagam emerging as the largest party.

Asimilar crisis played out nearly 75 years
ago in the same region. The 1952 Assembly
election in the erstwhile Madras state —
comprising present-day Tamil Nadu and
parts of Kerala, Karnataka, and undivided
AndhraPradesh —threwup India’s very first
fractured verdict.

Madpras’s 1951 election

The election to the 375-seat Madras As-
sembly was held in January, with no party
securing an outright majority. The Congress
won 152 seats. The Communist Party of India
(CPI) came second, followed by the J B Kri-
palani-founded Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party.
There were 63 independent members.

Historian Rajmohan Gandhi, in Rajaji:
A Life, attributed the Congress’s lacklustre
performance to many factors — afoodgrain
crisis, the appeal of the Communists, and

strong support for a former Congress leader
in the Telugu-speaking region.

This leader was T Prakasam, the ex-pre-
mier (equivalent to CM) of the Madras presi-
dency. Gandhi wrote: “Though he had lost
hisown seat, Prakasam claimed the support,
not proved, of a front of 166 MLAs...”

Thisleft the Madras Governor, Maharaja
Krishnakumarsinhji of Bhavnagar, in a
quandary. On one side was Prakasam’s
claim. On the other was the Congress, and its
leader K Kamaraj’s assertion that “only the
Congress is going to rule”. Krishnakumar-
sinhji referred the question to the President.

Meanwhile, Jawaharlal Nehru was clear
in his preference for an elected government
over President’s Rule, and was keen that the
party “avoid any appearance of hankering
after office”.

Consensus around Rajaji

Rajaji, or CR, was one of the most impor-
tant figures of the freedom movement. In
1948, hebecame Governor-General, and, in-
dependent India’s first Indian head of state.

As the situation continued to fester, the
Congress was internally forming a consen-

History

repeats

@ Vijay, taking the
support of smaller
parties to keep the
DMK and the AIADMK
out of power, bears
striking similarity
with the events of

1952.

@ Rajaji took the sup-
port of several inde-
pendents and other
parties to keep the
Communist-led op-
position from power.

suson nudgingtheleader. The thinkingwas
that the prestige he commanded would en-
sure support for his government.

Rajaji’s elevation was also backed by the
new Governor of Madras state, Sri Prakasa.
AccordingtoRajmohan Gandhi, he wroteto
President Rajendra Prasad: “After endless
parleys, everybody came toone and only one
solution — that the only person who could
save the situation was Rajaji.”

Later in March, Madras Congtress leader
Kumaraswami Raja conveyed to him the
state legislature party’s resolution backing
Rajaji. Nehru accepted that decision, but
hesitated about effectively parachutingin a
non-elected person to the chief minister’s
post. However, Rajaji was also clear that he
would not stand for election.

Following discussions among Governor
Sri Prakasa, Kumaraswami Raja and Rajaji,
a solution was found — Rajaji would be
nominated to the Upper House of the state
legislature. President Prasad was informed
about this on April 1. Kumaraswami Raja,
with the Governor’s cooperation, moved
swiftly to swear Rajaji in as Chief Minister,
“before Nehru could come to know of CR’s

inflexible condition.”

Nehru was clearly unhappy with being
blindsided, and expressed this in a letter to
the Governor on April 3. But he also acknowl-
edged: “At the same time, I could suggest no
other and better alternative to all thisand so
Ileftitto our friends in Madras...”

Vijay, taking the support of smaller
parties, bears striking similarity with the
eventsof that time. Rajaji took the support of
several independents and partiestokeep the
Communist-led opposition from power.

Nehrusdispleasure

According to Nehru, President Prasad
had termed Rajaji’snomination to the Legis-
lative Council as “a wrong step, wrong not
only in the spirit of the Constitution but also
the letter of it™.

Nehru’s key concern, as expressed in a
letter to Governor Sri Prakasam, was that it
could set a bad precedent. Interestingly,
other prolific political figures from what is
now Tamil Nadu took a similar route to the
CM’s chair, including CM C N Annadurai
and five-time CM and DMK patriarch M
Karunanidhi.

® CLIMATE

From Western Disturbances to EINino: Brief guide to climate terms this summer

Anagha Jayakumar
New Delhi, May 11

INDIA IS headed into a summer of com-
pounding extremes. Western Disturbances
brought unseasonal rain to the north, El
Nifio threatens aweak monsoon and inten-
sified heatwaves, and the humidity is al-
ready making temperatures feel worse
than the thermometer reads.

Here is a simple guide to the terms
dominating the weather conversation.

WESTERN DISTURBANCES: These are
east-moving rain-bearing wind systems
that originate beyond Afghanistan and
Iran, and pick up moisture from bodies like
the Mediterranean Sea. These are typically
extra-tropical cyclones resulting from low-
pressure areas, formed by interactions be-
tween polar and tropical winds.

Western Disturbances are embedded
within the subtropical westerly jet stream,
which is a high-altitude, fast-moving air
current that flows from west to east. It is
found over the Himalayan and Tibetan

highlands and is most common between
December and March, influencing the
weather over India as well.

EL NINO: The EI Nifio Southern Oscilla-
tion (ENSO) is a climate phenomenon
marked by changes in sea temperatures
along the eastern Pacific Ocean, coupled
with fluctuations in the overlying atmos-
phere. It can interfere with the global atmos-
phericcirculation, influencing the weather.

It hasthree phases: warm (EINifio, Span-
ish for “little boy”), cool (La Nifia, Spanish for
“littlegirl”), and neutral, occurringin irregu-
lar cycles of twotoseven years (graphicshows
neutral, EINifio and La Nifia, respectively).

In the neutral phase, the eastern side of
the Pacific Ocean (near the northwestern
coast of South America) is cooler than the
westernside (near Indonesia). Thisisdueto
the prevailing wind systems that move from
east to west, sweeping the warmer surface
waters towards the Indonesian coast. The
relatively cooler waters from below come up
to replace the displaced water.

During El Nino, the surface waters of

eTHREE PHASES OF EL NINO SOUTHERN OSCILLATION (ENSO)

Theillustrations show the Pacific Ocean around the equator and trade winds. The
heat map shows water temperature. Thermocline is the layer of water separating
the warmer surface water and cooler water below.
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this region of the Pacific get unusually
warm, disrupting the flow of moist winds
in India. The result is a weak or delayed
monsoon for India, as well as dry spells in
major agricultural states. There is also evi-
dence that the frequency and severity of
heat waves India experiences are linked
with the phenomenon.

The opposite happens when La Nifia is
underway: cooling of the surface waters of
the eastern Pacific. India thus gets stronger,
moisture-bearing winds, and typically ex-
periences aboost in its southwest monsoon,
attimes causing flooding and crop damage.

HEAT WAVE: A period of unusually high
temperatures departing from the normal,
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and varies regionally. It may be exacerbated
by factors like humidity, wind speed and
the duration of a heat wave event.

A heat wave may be considered if the
maximum temperature of a station reaches
40°C in plains or 30°C in hilly areas. Once
this threshold is reached, the India Me-
teorological Department (IMD) may de-
clare a heat wave (i) based on departure
from the usual temperature, ifthe tempera-
ture ranges 4.5°C to 6.4°C above normal,
and (ii) based on the actual maximum tem-
perature (more than 45°C).

IMD uses slightly different criteria for
coastal stations to account for humidity.
These criteriamust be met in atleast two sta-
tions within a meteorological subdivision
and must persist for two consecutive days.

WET BULB TEMPERATURE: The tempera-
ture typically measured by a regular ther-
mometer is Dry Bulb Temperature, but this
does not account for moisture. Wet Bulb
Temperature is the lowest temperature
that can be realised by evaporating water
into the air to measure how effectively hu-

New Delhi

midity allows for evaporative cooling.
Simply, it tells you the maximum tempera-
ture your body can cool down to.

Why this distinction? Besides heat, hu-
midity has a major role to play in the physio-
logical stress that the human body experi-
ences during extreme heat. With increasing
humidity, the sweat that humans generate
to dispel heat from their bodies does not
evaporate, making it difficult for a person
to regulate their body temperature.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change has stated that sustained ex-
posure towet bulb temperatures exceeding
35°C could prove fatal.

“FEELS LIKE” TEMPERATURE: It refers to
apparent temperature, which accounts for
wind and humidity conditions to deter-
mine what outdoor air temperature will
feel like in relation to body temperature.

Forinstance, a40°C day in Delhi will not
feel like a 40°C day in Palakkad, Kerala.
Delhi experiences dry blistering heat, while
Palakkad sees sticky, sultry heat with high
humidity, making it feel much hotter.
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PM frames severity of
energy challenge

RIME MINISTER Narendra Modi’s appeal tothe people,

to cut back on the consumption of petroleum products

and conserve foreign exchange, underlines the severity

of the energy supply shock for the Indian economy. India
isnow far removed from its recent Goldilocks phase, buffeted by
high energy prices and continuing disruptions in supplies, the
exit of foreign portfolio investors and a falling currency. PM Modi’s
plea, asking people to use public transport and electric vehicles,
avoid purchasing gold, and postpone travel abroad, is directed
towards curbing the demand for energy, gold and forex. To put
this in perspective — in 2025-26, India’s imports of petroleum,
crude and products stood at $173 billion and gold imports were
at $71.9 billion, while the rupee is now around 95.2 against the dol-
lar. Alongside, the invocation of Covid-era measures such aswork
from home and virtual meetings — to prevent the spread of the
virus then, to reduce fuel consumption now — underscores the
gravity of the situation.

The Iran war has disrupted energy supplies the world over.
Countries have responded by raising energy prices and a combi-
nation of measures designed to limit demand. For instance, Asian
economieslike South Korea, Indonesia and Bangladesh haveim-
posed fuel restrictions in order to curtail domestic consumption.
Inthe US, gas prices are inchingupwards, touching $4.52 agallon,
up from $3.135 a year ago. In Europe, the average price (Euro-
super 95) is reported to have increased from €1.64 to €1.83 per
litre between February 23 and April 20, with a marked variation
across countries. Fuel prices have also been raised in countries
like the UAE.

Over the last few months, the Indian government has taken
steps to shield consumers. For instance, it prioritised gas supply
todomestic consumers, while cuttingback supply tocommercial
andindustrial users. It raised exportlevies on diesel and aviation
fuel to ensure supplies in the domestic market. Indian refiners
have also raised their LPG production — in March, LPG produc-
tion wasup 30.8 per cent as per S&P Global. Howevet, till now re-
tail prices of petrol and diesel have remained unchanged, with
oil companies and the government absorbing the shock. But there
are limits to their ability to soak up the losses — the under-re-
coveries of Indian Qil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan Petrol
are estimated to be Rs 30,000 crore per month on petrol, diesel
and cooking oil. The process of internal price adjustments must
begin. Prices at the pump should reflect the global reality.

CM Vijay begins well,
hard part comes now

HE VICTORY of the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
marks one of the most dramatic electoral breakthroughs
inrecent history, ridingon a powerful anti-incumbency
wave and an appeal that cut across sections of the youth
and the politically disillusioned. The message from the electorate
was unmistakable: Tamil Nadu wants change. Deliveringon the
promise of adeparture from the same-old will also be Chief Min-
ister C Joseph Vijay’s biggest challenge. The euphoria that sur-
rounded his swearing-in ceremony — the crowds and the emo-
tional fervour — has set the stage. By visiting his rivalsin victory’s
aftermath, the new CM has made a heartening beginning,

His second challenge comes from his inexperience, his own,
as well as the two-year-old TVK’s. Stardom and charisma can
carry a leader to office, but running a state will require more.
One of CM Vijay’s first acts has been to announce a White Paper
to show how the DMK government damaged the state econ-
omy, leaving it with “adebt of Rs101lakh crore”. Yet, TN ishome
to one of India’s strongest-performing economies, posting
double-digit growth on the back of a conducive business en-
vironment for both labour and capital. For the new adminis-
tration, the task will be to sustain this momentum, even as the
state enters the “ageing category”, with over 15 per cent of its
population over the age of 60.

The new CM’s third challenge will be managing the coalition
he now heads: Falling 10 seats short of the majority mark, the TVK
relies on support from Congress, CPI(M), CPI, VCK and IUML. Vi-
jay’s assurance that he will be the sole centre of power in the gov-
ernment will betested, even asthe TVK leadership demonstrates
that it possesses both ideological clarity and the ability to carry
allies along. The question of ideology is especially important. Vijay
has repeatedly attacked the traditional Dravidian parties while
invoking Periyar as his guiding light. He has spoken of inaugu-
rating a “new era of real, secular social justice”, signalling con-
tinuity with the state’s long social justice tradition while simul-
taneously recasting its politics in amore aspirational mould. His
ability tostrike the right balance will shape the identity of his gov-
ernment. For now, Tamil Nadu has chosen hope and novelty over
the familiar. The aspirations that propelled Vijay to power must
now be met with governance, delivery and stability.

The selfieis the
political message

HE POINT of the social-media age, marketers told the

world atitsinception twodecades ago, wasto give voice

to the voiceless, a platform to those who couldn't get

past the traditional gatekeepers of TV, radio and the
humble newspaper. The smartphone, its cameraand the internet
were going to usher in a new wave of creative endeavours. As it
turns out, the smartphone mostly takes selfies. Take the newly
minted Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, C Joseph Vijay. The mati-
née idol-turned-politician's spectacular victory ensured that
every media outlet in the country was broadcasting his oath-tak-
ing ceremony. Yet, in the sea of cameras, Vijay brought his own,
taking a series of selfies with party leaders, allies like Rahul Gan-
dhi, and the massive crowd.

Longbefore Marshall McLuhan became the most-quoted by
too-clever-by-half MBAs and PR types in PowerPoint presenta-
tions, politicians have been made and unmade by the fact that,
all too often, the “medium is the message”. In a democracy, a
politician must be of the people, as well as rule over them, both
everyman and larger-than-life. Hence the curated candid photos
of world leaders at official events, the guffaws at each other’s jokes
for a tweet or a reel. And the public often consumes an image of
apolitician capturing an image.

The selfie, in this context, becomes not just an image but also
away to control the message. After all, the frame leaves out as
much asitadmitsin. The one who wields the cameradetermines
what the public can see. And then there is the simpler explana-
tion: Perhaps politicians just want a photo where they can tag
their friends on an Instagram story.

economy has functioned on the
tacitassumption that the Strait of
Hormuz would always remain
open. That assumption has been
fundamentally shaken this year.

Thedisruption hasbeen without preced-
ent. The 1973 Arab oil embargo endured for
five monthsbutnever resulted in the closure
of the strait. During the tanker war phase of
the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq conflict, shipping traf-
fic was constrained, though not completely
interrupted. Likewise, the 2019 drone attacks
onSaudi Arabia’s Abgaiq facility caused only
atemporary disruption before supplies sta-
bilised. Inall these earlier episodes, the shock
to global energy markets lasted only a short
time. The present crisis, however, has ex-
tended well beyond two months and in-
creasingly appearstobeadisruption withno
immediate resolution.

For India, the exposure has been severe,
with a significant share of crude oil imports
and LPG and LNG volumes transiting
through the strait. Within eight days of the
disruption, the government issued the LPG
Control Order. Refineries were directed to
maximise LPG yields to meet domestic de-
mand, despite such production being un-
economical under normal circumstances.
LPG production was increased from 36,000
MT to 54,000 MT per day. On the demand
side, priority was accorded to protecting
supplies for domestic consumers. Similarly,
in the natural gas sector, domestic PNG and
transportation CNG were prioritised. Export
duties were imposed to protect supplies to
the domestic market.

Over the past two months, global crude

ping $120 at times, with product prices also
increasing sharply. Yet on petrol and diesel
sold through retail outlets, these increases
have not, so far, been passed on to domestic
consumers. Instead, the exchequer has ab-
sorbed the burden through reductions in
duties and through oil marketing companies
(OMCs) bearing losses. The depreciation in
the rupee-dollar exchange rate has only ag-
gravated the challenge.

The crisis could have been far more
crippling had India not significantly ex-
panded its energy infrastructure over the
pastdecade. LPGimport terminals have in-
creased from 11 to 22, LPG pipeline infra-
structure from 2,311 km to 6,242 km, stra-
tegic crudereserves from zeroto 5.33 MMT,
and refining capacity from 215 MMT to 258
MMT. Ethanol blending, too, has risen
from 1.53 per cent to 20 per cent, reportedly
savingthe exchequer more than Rs1.51akh
crore. In addition, the refineries are oper-
ating above 100 per cent capacity utilisa-
tion to meet the increased demand.

The surge in energy prices has affected
consumers worldwide. Most European and
East Asian economies have increased retail
fuel prices by 25-35 per cent. Sev-
eral countries in India’s neigh-
bourhood have resorted to fuel ra-
tioning, reduced work weeks,
austerity measures, or have faced
severe shortages. In contrast, In-
dian consumers have, by and
large, been shielded from steep
price increases, while supplies
have been largely uninterrupted
and free from major restrictions.
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If the conflict persists, difficult
decisions may become
unavoidable, with every
stakeholder required to bear a
part of the burden until the
crisis passes: The Gol, state
governments, and consumers

When women enter the

legislature, the agenda changes

HE NARI Shakti Vandan Ad-

A critical mass
of women can

Parliament, the

hiniyam, and the legislative
moves now associated withit,
ask India: Who gets to sit in
the rooms where the country
makes its most consequential decisions?

The proposal is simple: Reserve one-
third of seats in the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies for women. This is a structural
intervention in a political order that has
treated male dominance as natural.
Women form nearly half the population,
yet they have hovered around 14 per cent
in the Lok Sabha, with even weaker rep-
resentation in many states. They largely
remain outside the institutions that de-
cide on labour, violence, health, land, wel-
fare, and economic policy.

The Constitution (131st Amendment)
Bill, 2026 has not passed muster in Parlia-
ment. But the Prime Minister’s renewed
push has reopened a central question:
Should India continue to wait for perfect
conditions before correcting a deep
democratic imbalance?

The answer is a firm no. Concerns
around delimitation and federal balance
deserve attention. Any redrawing of seats
can sharpen anxieties between regions.
These risks should be managed, not used
as excuses for indefinite delay. A country
of 1.4 billion people cannot keep treating
women’s political exclusion as a technical
inconvenience. Delimitation may carry
costs, but so does postponement. India
has already paid the price for generations.

The pandemic exposed how unevenly
crisis falls on women. Women lost jobs
disproportionately, absorbed more un-
paid care work, and faced rising violence
behind closed doors. Climate stress,
agrarian distress, education gaps, public
health, nutrition, migration, and informal
labour all demand perspectives that
male-dominated legislatures have too
often ignored.

India already has experience with
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change the
culture of

priorities of

and patriarchal control persist. But
it shows that when women enter
institutions in meaningful numbers, the
agenda changes.

International experiences show both
the promise and the limits of quotas.
Rwanda, after the 1994 genocide, used
constitutional quotas to increase
women’s representation dramatically.
Women legislators helped advance laws
on gender-based violence and land rights.
Yet questions remained about party
control, elite networks, and whether all
women, especially the most marginal-
ised, gained meaningful power. Many
Nordic countries used voluntary
party measures to drive up women’s
representation. Their parliaments have
shaped policies on parental leave, work-
life balance, and equity. Still, even these
countries have not escaped sexist political
cultures, harassment, informal exclusion,
etc. New Zealand and Germany tell a
similar story. Representation did not di-
lute merit. It expanded the understanding
of merit. But numbers alone did not dis-
solve imbalances.

India should learn from these.
Quotas must come with stronger inner-
party democracy, fairer candidate selec-
tion, campaign finance reform, and
pathways for women from marginalised
communities.

The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam’s
15-year sunset clause also invites review.
This is appropriate. Any major demo-
cratic reform should be judged by what it
achieves, who it includes, and how it
changes political practice. A critical mass
of women can change the culture of Par-
liament, the priorities of parties, and the
expectations of voters. Their voices may
not be heard clearly at first. There may be
familial, party, and institutional con-
straints. But over time, it can shift the
boundaries of the possible.

India should debate delimitation, fed-

real, but it has not come without a cost. The
obvious questioniswhether such amodelis
sustainable. The answer is clearly no. Neither
the government nor the oil companies can
indefinitely absorb such financial stress.

Fifteen major oil and gas companies to-
gether contribute approximately Rs 740,765
crore to the government by way of taxes,
duties, and other levies. Of this, Rs 3,25,504
crore accrues to state governments, largely
through VAT on petrol, diesel and ATF.
Based on excise duty reductions alone, the
government is estimated to lose nearly Rs
460 crore per day — translatingtoalmostRs
1,68,000 crore annually.

There is also a widespread perception
that oil companies make windfall profits
whenever crude prices decline, while retail
fuel prices remain unchanged. However,
data published by PPAC shows that the three
major OMCstogether earned a post-tax profit
0f Rs 33,602 crore on revenues of Rs18,20,477
crore in 2024-25 — a return of only 1.85 per
cent, when the Indian basket of crude aver-
aged $78.6 per barrel. By comparison, returns
during 2022-23 (average crude price of $93.2
per barrel) and 2023-24 ($82.6 per barrel)
were 0.06 per cent and 4.4 per cent
respectively, the latter being an ex-
ceptional year. Even in 2019-20,
prior tothe pandemic, when crude
averaged $60.5 per barrel, returns
stood at just 0.56 per cent.

The capital expenditure of the
three OMCs stood at Rs 72,000
crore in 2024-25, compared to Rs
68,350 crore and Rs 63491 crore in
the preceding twoyears. Theindus-
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enhancing supply infrastructure ahead of
demand. Thisapproach haslargely ensured
the uninterrupted availability of petroleum
products even during periods of severe dis-
ruption, including times of natural calam-
ities. LPG supplies during Covid are arecent
example. The trend has to continue if the
energy needsof agrowingeconomy aretobe
met in the years ahead. These investments
also extend to emerging energy options in
the ongoing energy transition, besides
planned expansion of storage capacities in
view of evolving geopolitical realities.

Between March 16 and April 30, the total
loss suffered dueto prices beingmaintained
is estimated at around Rs 62,000 crore. Of
this, the Gol has suffered aloss of around Rs
30,000 crore due to excise duty reduction
and the OMCs have borne the rest.

Given the strategic importance of this
sector, the companies must continue to
function efficiently and generate adequate
resources. The sector cannot afford tobleed
indefinitely or with companies ending up
with weak balance sheets. If the conflict per-
sists, difficult decisions may become un-
avoidable, with every stakeholder required
to bear a part of the burden until the crisis
passes: The Gol through duty reductions,
state governments through rationalisation
of VAT on fuels, and consumers through
higher prices at the pump.

It is undoubtedly a difficult proposition,
but perhapsthe only viable path toendure a
prolonged crisis.

The writer is former chairman,
Indian Qil Corporation Ltd

Mostimportant Allesson
must be taughtat home

N APRIL1, the Union Education Minister launched
the new CBSE curriculum on computational think-
ingand artificial intelligence for students of Classes

III to VIII. The rollout is among the most ambitious

school Al programmes anywhere in the world.
Thereisno plan, however, for how those children will use Al. Con-
sider the chatbot on achild’s phone at nine in the evening, sitting
beside a half-finished assignment. No syllabus reaches that.

A recent study by the Salaam Bombay Foundation and
NMIMS surveyed 1,050 Class IX students across 20 Mumbai mu-
nicipal schools. More than 70 per cent reported using ChatGPT,
mostly for maths problems, translations, and homework. The
study also found early signs of cognitive offloading: Letting a tool
do our mental tasks. We all do this; the worry iswhen a child does
it before learning how to think. In a 2025 study, researchers from
the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School tracked nearly
1,000 Turkish high-school maths students who were given Al
tools during practice. They found that those given unrestricted
Al access scored 48 per cent better than peers who studied with-
out it. But when Al was withdrawn, those who had used it did 17
per cent worse than peers who had never used it.

The case against Al in education is narrower than these
numbers suggest. A college student of mine struggles with Eng-
lish. He uses Al to re-explain the class notes in the language he
thinks in. The same tool that hollows out one student’s learning
can open another’s. Which way it goes depends on the student’s
judgement. No policy can teach that. Whether a child reaches for
the chatbot to understand or to outsource depends on what the
schooldemands and what the household rewards. The former is
outside a parent’s control. The latter is not. If the expectation at
homeishighest-marks-in-every-subject, an overloaded child will
likely search for shortcuts. Schools that reward high marks share
the blame. But parents have a larger stake in how their children

Whether a
child reaches
for the chatbot
tounderstand

turn out, and must move first. What does that mean in practice?

Take the child into confidence. The cost of letting the chat-
bot do their thinking is real, and most children can absorb this
ifan adult explainsit. They would love to think for themselves;
they outsource because, in the moment, the alternative is

harder. Then recalibrate. When your child reports a mark, ask

or to outsource
depends on
what the
school

how they got it. If the work was their own, praise it and let the
mark be whatever it is. If the work was the chatbot’s, say so, and
withhold praise. None of this works without your own Al liter-
acy. The pointis not catching the chatbot in your child’s home-

work but knowing these tools well enough to ask sharp ques-

demands and
what the
household

tions about their process.
The new curriculum will teach Indian children how Alworks.
Knowingwhen toset the chatbot asideisalesson the school can-

parties, and the
expectations of
voters. Over
time, it can
shift the
boundaries of

the possible
Proxy politics,
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women’s reservation in panchayats,
where one-third, and in many states
nearly half, of the seats have been
reserved for women since the 1990s.
Women sarpanchs have often prioritised
water, sanitation, schools, nutrition,
roads, and local accountability. Their
presence has not solved every problem.
caste hierarchies,

racy more honest.

Akaligroups clashnear Temple

THE POLICE fired tear gas shells to disperse
supporters of the two Akali Dal factions when
they clashed outside the Golden Temple
complex. Curfew was imposed around the
complex following the incident. In other de-

_ velopments in Punjab, curfew was imposed
[y in Tarn Taran and terrorist violence left three
ey people dead, report agencies.

Repollfor 32Bangladeshseats

: THE PRO-government Jatiya Party of Bangla-
i desh needed 19 of the 36 seats yet to be an-
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IR to work for matiow's unliy U2 FESIR nounced to win an absolute majority in the

R e

country’s 300-member parliament. The Ja-

i tiya Party had won 132 of the 264 results unof-
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eral balance, sub-quotas, rotation, and
implementation. But it should also recog-
nise that women have waited for decades.
It’s time they entered legislatures as co-
authors of the republic. A Parliament that
looks more like India will make democ-

The writer is an IFS officer. Views are personal

rewards. The
formeris
outside a
parent’s
control. The
latter is not

ficially declared so far, while the Awami
League-led opposition alliance was way be-
hind with 90 seats. The League had bagged
70 seats. Meanwhile, opposition parties have
demanded re-elections, objecting to the
holding of fresh pollsin some constituencies.

BJP onnational unity

THE THREE-DAY plenary session of the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) concluded with the
party pledging itself to work for and to pro-
tect national integrity under all circum-
stances. In a detailed resolution on national
integration, the BJP gave a call for raising
politics to a moral pedestal without caring for
petty personal, group or regional gains. The
party committed itself to subordinating all

New Delhi

not give. That lesson is given at home, in a hundred small con-
versations about what learning is, and what is beneficial in the
long run. The parent who asks the child, after every assignment,
to explain the work back, or try it once with the screen closed, is
giving them something Al cannot: The slow muscle of working
things out, and the joy of arriving there themselves.

The writer is chair, Al committee, and professor of Biology, IISER Pune.
Views are personal

petty loyalties and considerations of caste,
creed and region to the overriding ideal of
India’s unity and the social cohesion of

its people.

SriLankaseeks arms from West

SRILANKA will be partitioned unless the Gov-
ernment receives Western aid to fight Tamil
guerrillas, President Junius Jayawardene was
quoted as telling aLondon newspaper. “The
outside world must help now, because thisis
now an international problem,” he told The
Sunday Times. “Ours is ademocratic country,
and it is being destroyed by these people.
Another few years of this and we will have
bled to death, or we will be partitioned like
Cyprus,” the president said.




® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Trump’s war has given China an
economic opening.

— Financial Times
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India has demonstrated strategic
autonomy, butits record is not perfect
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KANTI BAJPAI

INCE THE Russian invasion of

Ukraine, Indian officials and

commentators have increas-

ingly suggested that Indiais and

should be guided by the concept
of strategic autonomy. What exactly
is strategic autonomy? How would we
know it when we see it? And has it been
good for India?

Former foreign secretary Shyam
Saran, the originator of the term “strategic
autonomy” in Indian discourse, defined
it as “the capacity of a state to take
relatively autonomous decisions on
matters of vital interest”. The words
“vital” and “relatively” are important be-
cause “not all interests are of a vital na-
ture, and in a multi-state landscape, one
cannot ascribe absolute value to everyin-
terest”. Put differently, trade-offs and
concessions are inevitable in foreign pol-
icy, but not on vital interests.

How would we know what strategic au-
tonomy actually means for India? As things
stand, official pronouncements on it are
largely non-falsifiable — almost any deci-
sion can be ascribed to strategic autonomy.

Outside of government, can we assess
India’s strategic autonomy? Where has
India made crucial decisions in external
and internal policy that run counter to the
demands or expectations of China, the
European Union (EU), Russia, and the US?

China has made three key demandson
India, historically — abide by the One
China policy (stop sheltering the Dalai
Lama and Tibetans, no recognition of Tai-
wan); settle the border by conceding Aksai
Chin and Arunachal Pradesh; and reject a
US-led containment structure in Asia.

India has largely refused to give in to
Chinese demands. It has continued to
shelter the Dalai Lama and Tibetans.
While it does not recognise Taiwan diplo-

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

Adhikari’s challenge

THE EDITORIAL rightly urges
the new Suvendu Adhikari gov-
ernment to heal divisions, but it
misses the deeper malady: For
nearly 50 years, West Bengal has
confused the party with the
state (‘Bengal CM’s first task:
Take everyone along’, IE, May
11). The Bharatiya Janata Party
government now inherits an
economy drained of industry
and a people who have learned
to seek survival through loyalty
rather than law. Welfare
schemes, however well meant,
will simply become new chains
of dependency unless the
bureaucracy is freed from
political captivity.

Babu Crishna, Bengaluru

BENGAL’S CRISIS is no longer
merely electoral, but cultural
(‘Bengal CM’s first task: Take
everyone along’, IE, May 11). The
editorial itself notes how the
boundaries between party and
state gradually blurred across
governments, normalising in-
timidation and political
violence over decades. The real
challenge before the new leader-
ship is whether it can dismantle
this inherited political culture.
Havya Garg, Chandigarh

Pendency crisis

THE EDITORIAL rightly argues
that increasing the Supreme
Court’s strength, by itself, can-
not resolve the deeper crisis of
pendency (‘Judicial reform
shouldn’t stop at SC’, IE, May 11).
An equally important reform
liesinreducing the everyday
burden that compels citizens to
approach courtsin the first
place. A significant share of liti-
gation arises from routine ad-
ministrative failures, delayed
government decisions, unclear
regulations and poor grievance-
redress mechanisms. When
citizens must move courts for
pensions, land records, tax re-
funds or service matters, the jus-
tice system ends up compensat-
ing for deficienciesin
governance. As the editorial
notes, the state remains the
country’s largest litigant; judi-
cial reform must therefore in-
clude administrative reform.
Ritika, Hyderabad

matically, it has trade and other relations
with the island. Despite Chinese bland-
ishments and coercion, it has rejected any
deal on the border that concedes Aksai
Chin and Arunachal Pradesh. On contain-
ment, India’s record is more mixed. While
ithasrejected any US-led containment of
China, it has partnered the US, Japan, and
Australia in the Free and Open Indo-
Pacific and the Quad, both of which initi-
atives are a response to a rising, more as-
sertive China.

The EU seemingly has had no very
high-stakes demands on India except per-
haps on trade and human rights, which
India has resisted. More impor-
tantly, since 2022, it has
badgered India on the war in
Ukraine. It has repeatedly asked
India to condemn Russia’s in-
vasion, mediate between
Ukraine and Russia more ac-
tively, reduce its dependence on
Russian oil, and honour interna-
tional sanctions on Russia.

Here again, India has resisted.
It has never condemned Russia
for the February 2022 invasion. It

For some critics, being stiff-
necked has resulted in rigid
diplomacy and no big-power
friends. Others maintain that
while India has resisted the
bigger powers, it no longer
voices criticisms of them on
behalf of others. It has thereby
lostinfluence globally

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

has modestly mediated between Russia
and UKkraine, but not because of EU press-
ures. It has continued to buy Russian oil,
even ifits purchases have been reduced in
recent months. And some Indian busi-
nesses may be evading international sanc-
tions against Russia — with or without the
government’s knowledge.

Russia’s demands on India are not
publicly known, but we can assume it has
strongly urged India to reject Western de-
mands on the Ukraine war, oil, and sanc-
tions. Has Russia threatened to punish
India in this regard, for instance by with-
holding arms sales? It is hard to say, but
Russia probably needs the sales
as much as India. Russian lever-
age is therefore limited. On oil
purchases, a desire to
diversify supplies and to take
advantage of affordable prices
over external pressures accounts
for India continuing to buy
Russian oil.

The US is the most stringent
test case for Indian strategic au-
tonomy. Over the past decade,
the US has demanded that India

eliminate high tariffs on US goods and
strengthen intellectual property rights,
stop buying Russian oil and reduce arms
purchases from Russia, commit to buying
US energy, technology, and agriculture
products, and prevent BRICS from anti-
American actions such as “de-dollarisa-
tion”. It has also asked India to curtail re-
lations with Iran (oil purchases and
cooperation, trade and investment, the
development of Chabahar port and the
Chabahar-Zahedan rail link).

Overall, inrelation to the US, India has
stuck to its guns. The exceptions are
BRICS and Iran policy. India has opposed
BRICS abandoning the dollar — though it
is unclear if its opposition was under US
pressure or for its own reasons. And on
Iran, it has curtailed relations and, most
recently, avoided condemning the US war
and Israeli actions in Iran and Lebanon.

In sum, India has shown a willingness
to defy bigger powers, though its record is
not perfect. For some critics, being stiff-
necked hasresulted inrigid diplomacy and
no big-power friends. Other critics main-
tain that while India hasresisted the bigger
powers, it no longer voices criticisms of
them on behalfof others (asitused todoin
the heyday of its internationalist diplo-
macy). It has thereby lost influence glo-
bally. Supporters of India’s diplomacy
argue that it wisely practises “multi-align-
ment”, which means balanced relations
with bigger powers and not giving offence
to them except when its security and wel-
fare are directly threatened. As a result,
India is free to focus on its internal econ-
omic development.

Who is right? The answer depends on
arigorous assessment of whether India is
strategically friendless and whether that
matters, whether it has lost global in-
fluence and whether that matters, and
whether multi-alignment plus stubborn
resistance when it counts has indeed left
India free to focus on the home front to
the benefit of security and welfare.

The writer is visiting professor, International
Relations, Ashoka University, and emeritus
professor, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public
Policy, National University of Singapore
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KAMALRAM SAJEEV

HAMLET DID not ask to be remembered.
He asked to be understood — and knew,
in his final breath, that the two are never
the same. There is something of that sor-
row in the twilight of Pinarayi Vijayan. A
leader who built roads through moun-
tains and broadband amidst poverty. Who
governed with the cold precision of some-
one who had never once confused senti-
ment with strategy. He is, in the grand
Shakespearean tradition, both architect
and ruin — the strong hand that steadied
the ship, and the fist that, gripped too
long, forgot how to open. And like Horatio
on that blood-soaked Danish stage, it falls
to the rest of us to tell the story.

Vijayan’sjourney started in 1964, at the
bottom of a ladder he would spend the
next five decades climbing. By 1998,
when the incumbent state secretary died,
he was the only man the party could im-
agine stepping forward. He would hold
the secretaryship for 17 years. While com-
munist parties across India were collaps-
ing, Kerala held. Vijayan overhauled the
party’s culture, purging factional rot,
binding together a coalition that, by every
political logic, should have long since
splintered. His rivalry with V S Achutha-
nandan was the most visible
crackinthe edifice — yet the edi-
fice stood. He was the proof, and
Kerala was the argument: That
the Left could still govern, still
win, still matter.

He became chief minister in
May 2016, carrying the same

Vijayan’s command instinct, so
effective in an emergency,
hardened. Voices within the
CPI(M) noted his distance from
therank andfile

faith that had sustained him through
five decades — not in promises, but in
execution. Through KIIFB, highways
merged into hillsides and coastlines.
Through Aardram, hospitals stopped
being places people went to die.
LIFE raised 5 lakh roofs over the roofless.
When floods and landslides tore into Ke-
rala, the government did not scramble.
Years of quiet institutional investment
meant Nipah was strangled at its root,
Covid turned Kerala into a global case
study in statecraft, and floodwaters re-
ceded into the Rebuild Kerala Initiative.
His 2021 victory was a verdict that said
at the ballot box what he had spent dec-
ades arguing in committees: The Left,
when it governs seriously, earns the right
to govern again.

Power, held long enough, begins
toleaveits bruises on the hand that holds
it. Vijayan’s command instinct,
so effective in an emergency, hardened
into something less flexible and more
personal. Voices within the CPI(M) itself
noted his distance from the rank and
file, his imperviousness to internal
criticism, a departure from the party’s cul-
ture of self-scrutiny. Corruption allega-
tions involving his daughter
Veena Vijayan and the Cochin
Minerals and Rutile Limited con-
troversy were never judicially
proved, but his silence had its
own costs. The 2024 controversy
in which a fabricated quote hos-
tile to Malappuram, a Muslim-

Pinarayi changed Kerala, his
virtues became his undoing

majority district, was planted in a major
newspaper through a PR agency with al-
leged BJP links, raised questions about
political judgement.

By 2025, the Opposition’s sweep
through local body elections confirmed
what many had sensed. Then came the
assembly verdict — the LDF collapsingto
35seatsin a140-seat House. Remarkably,
the sharpest accusations flew not from
the Opposition but from within the Left’s
own house, pointing toward Vijayan’s
high-handedness. Anti-incumbency may
have set the wind blowing, but it was the
force of a single, centralised, unaccount-
able authority that filled the sails.

Vijayan changed Kerala. He held a
party together through national collapse,
governed through catastrophe with rare
competence, and made Kerala — for a
decade — the most serious case the In-
dian Left had to offer. He is also the man
around whom power gathered and har-
dened, whose late years dimmed what his
early years had built, whose greatest vir-
tues — discipline, control, single-mind-
edness — carried, as all great virtues do,
the quiet seed of their own excess.

Pinarayi Vijayan is not asking to be re-
membered. He asks, through every road
built and fibre cable laid, to be under-
stood. Whether the story others now tell
will honour that distinction — that, fi-
nally, is not his to decide.

The writer is chief editor,
truecopythink.media

A question for
Israel: How much
retribution before
you say enough?
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NAVDEEP SURI

SRAEL, OF late, has been occupying a disproportionate

amountof my mind space. Itisn’tjust thisillegal, pointless

aggression on Iran that will be remembered as Benjamin

Netanyahu’s war and Donald Trump’s folly. It is also the

barely concealed ambition of a Greater Israel, involving the
occupation of the Golan Heightsin Syria, achunk of southern Le-
banon, over half of Gaza and the ever-spreading cancer of illegal
settlementsin the Occupied West Bank. There are days when my
disappointment with Israel is deeply personal, tinged almost with
asense of betrayal.

Israel was the country that captured my imagination asateen-
ager growing up in Amritsar in the mid-1970s. The historical novel
Mila18byLeon Uriswas probably the first one toleave a profound
imprint, followed by Exodus.Iwasenchanted by the tales of hero-
ism, along with the accompanying narrative about the establish-
ment of the State of Israel against all odds in 1948. I was en-
amoured with the prodigiousintellect of asmall community that
produced Einstein and Marx, Freud and Spinoza, Proust and
Bohr, Kafka and Spielberg.

As a 16-year-old, I wrote to the Israeli consulate in Mumbai,
and they responded promptly, sending me reams of material —
books, pamphlets, slick brochures, elegant maps. About the great
victories 0of 1948, the brilliant pre-emptive strikes in the Six-Day
War of 1967, the Yom Kippur attackin 1973, and the case for “secure
borders”.Iadmired theidealism of the Zionists building anation
from their kibbutzim, an oasis of liberal democracy.

The infatuation lasted for over a year, but popped up again
after seven yearswhenIjoined the foreign servicein1983.1chose
Arabic over other language options and landed up in Cairo, dis-
appointed that my first diplomatic passport had a stamp pro-
claiming “Not Valid for Israel and South Africa”. I madeita point
tovisit Rafah and Tabain Sinai, Allenby Bridge in Jordan and Qu-
neitrain Syria’s Golan Heights, and saw the Star of David fluttering
inthedistance. Meanwhile, conversations with Egyptian and Sy-
rian friends and with arange of Palestinians in Cairo and Damas-
cusgave methe other side of the story. Access to Arabic-language
media started to change my perspective, as did the still visible
evidence of Israel’s destructive and eventually disastrous invasion
of Lebanon in 1982. Admiration of Israel’s many strengths was
now tinged with a concern over its growing belligerence.

But nothing prepared me for the revulsion with which I
watched the unfolding genocide in Gaza. Of course, Israel had
theright torespond to the brutal terrorist attackby Hamason Oc-
tober 7,2023. But how much retribution is to be extracted before
you say enough? 72,000 dead Palestinians, over half of them
women and children? How do you unsee the images from brave
filmslike Doctors Under Attack and The Voice of Hind Rajab? How
do you ignore the ongoing crimes of the IDF in Lebanon? And
there is this unanswered question that haunts me. How could a
people who have suffered somuch pain and persecution over the
centuries bring themselves to inflict the same on the hapless Pa-
lestinians and the Lebanese?

Others, too, are agonising over this. Omer Bartov, a Holocaust
scholar who was raised in a kibbutz and served four years in the
Israeli Defence Forces, poses similar questions in his recent book
Israel: What Went Wrong? He outlines Zionism’s shift from a
movement for Jewish emancipation to anideology thatisincreas-
ingly based around ethno-nationalism, settler colonialism and
the exclusion of Palestinians. The signs were always there, he says;
we chose not to see them.

The International Court of Justice ruled in July 2024 that Is-
rael’soccupation of Palestinian territories since 1967 isillegal; the
International Criminal Court hasissued arrest warrants for Prime
Minister Netanyahu and former Defence Minister Yoav Gallant
for crimes against humanity in Gaza; Jewish historian Avi
Shlaim’s newest book Genocidein Gaza sets out thelegal basis for
holding Israel to account; Jewish survivors and descendants of
survivors of the Holocaust have published an open letter con-
demningthe massacresin Gaza. A reappraisal of Israel is also vis-
ible in European nations that have traditionally over-compen-
sated for their guilt over the Holocaust. Starting with Ireland,
Norway and Spain, most European states are hardening their
stance on Israeli transgressions, and there is a growing chorus to
suspend the EU-Israel Association Agreement.

The Europeans, the ICC and ICJ don’t really matter. Israel’s
security, for at least the last five decades, has been under-
written by ironclad, bipartisan and virtually unconditional
US support. But a slew of recent polls reveal the speed with
which that consensus is unravelling. A Pew survey released
in April 2026 showed that 60 per cent of US adults now hold
an unfavourable view of Israel, including a staggering 80 per
cent of Democrat voters.

Israel hasitsown moment of reckoning during electionslater
thisyear. Willit try toadvance lasting security through peace with
its neighbours and by addressing legitimate Palestinian aspir-
ations?Isthere aYitzhak Rabin or Shimon Peres waiting to be dis-
covered? I am not holding my breath.

The writer is a retired diplomat

HIMANSHU JAISWAL
AND SHIFALI GOYAL

INDIA’'S ACHIEVEMENT of 20 per cent
ethanol blending (E20) in petrol ahead of its
original 2030 target marks a significant mile-
stone in its energy transition, with E20 fuel
being sold across the country from April 1.
What began as a modest pilot in 2001, fol-
lowed by the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP)
programme in 2003 and further policy sup-
port measures, has evolved into one of the
world’s most ambitious biofuel initiatives,
making India the third-largest ethanol pro-
ducer after the US and Brazil.

Ethanol blending reduces carbon
emissions and creates additional income

Indiais making ethanol leap, but there are trade-ofTs

streams for farmers and distillers. EBP was
also expected to reduce India’s dependence
on imported crude oil. However, this has
only been partially realised. During 2014-24,
EBP resulted in crude oil substitution of
about 193 lakh metric tonnes, yet despite
achieving the 20 per cent blending rate last
year, the crude import bill declined by only
3percentduetoblending. Atthesametime,
total crude imports continue to rise. Recent
callsto push ethanol blending to 30 per cent
or higher need acomprehensive evaluation.

ANITI Aayog report estimated the etha-
nol requirement for E20 at 1,016 crore litres.
Achieving E30 by 2030 would require
around 1,735 crorelitres. A crude estimate for
ethanol demand for E30 may range between
1,700 and 1,800 crore litres for petrol blend-
ingonly. Higher blending through domestic
production could provide India with a

stronger strategic lever against global shocks,
but with several trade-offs.

The first is environmental. Ethanol pro-
duction from sugarcane and rice is highly
water-intensive. Intensified sugar produc-
tion and diversion toward fuel have exacer-
bated groundwater depletion in already
water-stressed regions, such as parts of UP,
Maharashtra, and Karnataka. While maize
offers a relatively less water-intensive alter-
native, scaling it up carries its own implica-
tions forland-use, cropping patterns, and di-
version of produce away from existing uses.

The priority must be scaling
second-generation (2G) ethanol,
and addressing environmental
and food concerns

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Second is the question of food security.
India hasincreased ethanol production from
surplusfood grains, includingbrokenrice. A
lower output of the same may pose risks of
diversion, as occurred in 2023, restricting
these feedstockstodistilleries. Uneven mon-
soon patterns, associated with a high proba-
bility of EI1Nifio this year, could adversely af-
fect output and intensify pressure on food
availability. Third, moving to higher blends
would necessitate not only new distillery in-
vestments but also expansion of existing fa-
cilities. Storage and transportation infra-
structure for ethanol would need tobe scaled
upsignificantly. These capital-intensive ad-
justmentsrequire huge investments, careful
planning, and policy coordination.

Fourth, the automotive ecosystem may
not be fully prepared for higher blending.
Since 2023, new vehicles sold in India have

New Delhi

been made E20-compliant. With the major-
ity of vehicles running in India not being
E20-compliant, moving to higher blends
would require further engine modifications
and higher adoption of flex-fuel vehicles.
India’s next phase of biofuel expansion
needs amore calibrated strategy. Shifting to
less water-intensive feedstocks, prioritising
plant-specific incentives in ethanol-defi-
cient states, and importing ethanol may offer
complementary pathways. The priority
must be scaling second-generation (2G)
ethanol, produced from agricultural residues
and non-food biomass, and addressing en-
vironmental and food concerns. Else, higher
ethanol blends risk substituting one set of
vulnerabilities with another.

Jaiswalis consultant, CSEP, and Goyal is
research associate, CSEP. Views are personal
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Netanyahu says
ne wants to wean
srael off US

military support

Reuters
May11

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu hopestowean
Israel off US military support
within a decade as his country
pushes to strengthen ties with
Gulf states, he said in an inter-
view that aired on Sunday.

“Iwanttodraw downtozero
the American financial sup-
port, the financial component
of the military cooperation that
we have,” Netanyahu told CBS
News “60 Minutes” program.

Netanyahu said Israel re-
ceives about $3.8 billion of US
military aid a year. The US has
agreed to provide a total of $38
billion in military aid to Israel
from 2018 to 2028.

But it is “absolutely” the
right time to possibly reset the
US-Israeli financial relationship,
Netanyahusaid. “Idon'twantto
wait for the next Congress,” he
told CBS. “I want to start now.”

Israel haslonghad bipartisan
consensus within the US Con-
gress for military aid, but sup-
port from lawmakers and the
public has frayed since the war
in Gazain October 2023.

Sixty percent of US adults
have an unfavorable view,
opens new tab of Israel, and
59% had little or no confidence
in Netanyahu to do the right
thing regarding world affairs,
accordingto a Pew survey con-
ducted in March. Both percen-
tages were up seven percentage
points from a year earlier.

TEHRAN DEMANDS END TO BLOCKADE, COMPENSATION AND SOVEREIGNTY OVER STRAIT OF HORMUZ

Trump says Iran truceis ‘onlife
support’ atter he T jectsresponse

US faces domestic
and international
pressure as
energy prices rise

Reuters
Washington, Dubai, May 11

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump
said on Monday that a ceasefire
with Iran was “on life support”
after he rejected Tehran's re-
sponse to a US peace proposal,
fuelling concerns of a resump-
tion of hostilities in the 10-
week-old conflict that haskilled
thousands and halted vital
energy flows.

Days after Washington
floated a proposal aimed at re-
opening negotiations, Iran on
Sunday released a response fo-
cused on ending the war on all
fronts, including Lebanon,
where US ally Israel is fighting
Iran-backed Hezbollah mili-
tants. The response had been
swiftly rejected by Trump.

Asked where the ceasefire
stands, Trump told reporters
on Monday. “I would call it the
weakest right now, after read-
ing that piece of garbage they
sent us. I didn't even
finish readingit,” he said.

In its response, Tehran also
demanded compensation for

A busy intersection with a billboard featuring an image of the late Supreme Leader of Iran, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, in Tehran on Monday. ReUTERS

war damage, emphasised its
sovereignty over the Strait of
Hormuz, and called on the U.S.
to end its naval blockade, guar-
antee no further attacks, lift
sanctions and remove a ban on
Iranian oil sales. The US had
proposed an end to fighting be-
fore starting talks on more con-
tentiousissues, includingIran's
nuclear programme.

Tehran defended its stance
on Monday. “Our demand is
legitimate: demandinganendto
the war, lifting the (US blockade

and piracy, and releasingIranian
assets that have been unjustly
frozen in banks due to US press-
ure,” Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Esmaeil Baghaei said.

“Safe passage through the
Strait of Hormuz and establish-
ing security in the region and
Lebanon were other demands
of Iran, which are considered a
generous and responsible
offer,” he said.

Traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz is at a trickle com-
pared with before the war.

Shipping data on Kpler and
LSEG showed that three
tankersladen with crude exited
the waterway last week, with
trackers switched off to avoid
Iranian attack.

Asecond Qatari LNG tanker
was attempting to transit the
strait, the data showed, days
after the first such cargo
crossed under an arrangement
involving Iran and Pakistan.

Sporadic flare-ups around
the strait in recent days have
tested a ceasefire that has

paused all-out warfare since it
took effect in early April.

In the United States, sur-
veys show the war is unpopular
with voters facing sharply
higher gasoline priceslessthan
six months before nationwide
elections that will determine if
Trump’s Republican Party re-
tains control of Congress.

Washington has also
struggled to build international
support, with NATO allies re-
fusing to send ships to reopen
the waterway without a full
peace deal and an interna-
tionally mandated mission.

Hakan Fidan, the foreign
minister of Turkey, which has
been liaising closely with the
US, Iran and mediator Pakistan
since the start of the war, will
hold talks in Qatar on Tuesday
onthe conflictand on ensuring
navigational safety in strait, a
Turkish diplomatic source said.

The next diplomatic or mili-
tary steps remain unclear.
Trump is expected to arrive in
Beijing on Wednesday, where
Iranisset tobeamongthetopics
discussed with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping. Trump has
been leaning on Chinato useits
influence to push Tehran to-
ward a deal with Washington .

Iran's Foreign Ministry spo-
kesperson Baghaei suggested
China could instead use the
visit to push back against US
objectives in the Gulf.

What global middle powers fear about the Trump-Xi summit

Damien Cave
Ho Chi Minh City, May 11

POLAND WILL soon host pro-
duction lines for South Korean
tanks. Australia is buying war-
ships from Japan. Canada will
send uranium to India, while
India offers cruise missiles to
Vietnam, and Brazil builds mili-
tary transport planes for the
United Arab Emirates.

All ofthese dealswere sealed
in the past few weeks. Each one
representsan attempt by middle
powers to protect themselves as
the conflict in Iran throttles glo-
bal energy supplies, and as a
high-stakes summit between
President Donald Trump and Xi

Jinping of Chinalooms.

Global polls show the world
has little trust in the United
Statesand China. Trump and Xi
have both used their enormous
leverage over trade and security
to coerce or punish. And in re-
sponse, smaller nations are be-
having as if they are stuck in
“Godzilla” or “Dune” — moving
quietly in small groups, trying
notto provoke the wrath of petu-
lant giants.

“It’sfifty shades of hedging,”
said Richard Heydarian, a
Filipino political scientist at Ox-
ford University. Or, as Ja Ian
Chong, a security analyst in
Singapore put it, “No party
wants to cross Beijing and now

Washington, too.”

For countries watching from
afar, dread and hope hover over
the Trump-Xi meeting in Beij-
ing, which is scheduled for this
week. In Asia, which has been
hit hardest and fastest by oil
shortages caused by the
war and China’s tight
control of oil-product ex-
ports, the mood is par-
ticularly grim.

Interviews with offi-
cials, and statements
from leaders traveling the globe
to secure trade and defense
deals, suggest that most middle
powers feel overwhelmed by the
deteriorating world order.

Many believe the summit

Russia & Ukraine trade blame as
US-brokered truce nears its end

Associated Press
Kyiv, May 11

A US-BROKERED ceasefire be-
tween Russia and Ukraine was
due to expire on Monday with
both sides accusing each other
of breaching the 72-hour ar-
rangement, as American and
European officials considered
how they might steer the war-
ring countries into further talks.
Ukrainian authorities said on
Monday that Russian drones,
bombs and artillery shelling
struck civilian areas of the Khar-
kiv and southern Kherson re-
gions, killing at least two people
and wounding seven others.
Russia’s Defence Ministryon
Sunday accused Kyiv of commit-
ting more than 1,000 ceasefire
violations, state media reported.
Similar ceasefires an-
nounced since Russia invaded

Firefighters work at the site of a residential building damaged
during Russian missile strikes, in Khariv, Ukraine, on Sunday. ap

its neighbour more than four
years ago have also failed tostop
the fighting, and US-led diplo-
matic efforts over the past year
have come to nothing.

The Washington-based Insti-
tute for the Study of War said
data from NASA observations
indicated military activities de-
creased but did not stop after

Trump announced last Friday
that Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Ukrainian leader Vol-
odymyr Zelenskyy had accepted
his request for a ceasefire run-
ningSaturday through Monday.

The move was meant to
mark Victory Day, the Russian
celebration marking the defeat
of Nazi Germany.
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carries more potential for harm
than help. And Trump’s gut-
driven approach to complex is-
sues is the main source of
anxiety. For months, officials in
Asiahave worried that the presi-
dent might be too eager tomake
a deal with Xi, ending
weaponssalestoTaiwan
or agreeing to softened
policy language that
could make it easier for
China to undermine the
democraticisland.
“That would be the biggest
nightmare,” said one Taiwanese
official who spoke on condition
of anonymitytodiscussinternal
government matters. He in-
sisted that reduced support from

Thailand's ex-PM
Thaksinout of
prison, on parole

Reuters
Bangkok, May 11

THAILAND’S BILLIONAIRE
former premier Thaksin Shina-
watra was released from jail on
parole and met by cheering
crowds on Monday, eight
months after a court ordered
him to do the prison time he
tried to dodge with a prolonged
stay in hospital.

The 76-year-old tycoon re-
made and dominated Thai
politics for a quarter-century,
but his influence has waned of
late following hisjailing and his
once formidable Pheu Thai
Party's worst election perform-
ance onrecord earlier thisyear.

Hundreds of supporters,
many wearing his party's signa-
ture red colour, who had gath-
ered to greet him on his release
chanted: "We love Thaksin".

the US was unlikely.

But any concession on Tai-
wan could lead other American
partners to fear abandonment.
Beijing’s push for compliance
on contested territory else-
where would be bolstered, from
the border with India to the
South China Sea.

Vietnamese officials said that
if Trump makes a conciliatory
gesture or flatters Xi, even with-
out bigger compromises, China
will gain leeway to press harder
on smaller countries. Another
concern being discussed across
the region: Trump might alter
long-term security plans in ex-
change for better economic
terms with China. NYT

Muskand Cookto
travel with Trump,
Huangleftout

Washington: Elon Musk,
Apple's Tim Cook, GE Aero-
space's Larry Culp and Boeing's
Kelly Ortberg will join US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on his visit
to China this week, a White
House official said.

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang
is not going to Beijing with
Trump, a source said, adding
that Huang was not invited.

REUTERS

Suspect in White House
correspondents’ dinner
attack pleads not gullty

Reuters
Washington, May 11

THE MAN accused of attempt-
ingto assassinate US President
Donald Trump at a White
House reporters' gala last
month pleaded not guilty toall
charges on Monday.

Cole Allen, 31, of California,
did not speak in court as his at-
torney Tezira Abe entered the
plea on his behalf.

The charges include at-
tempted assassination of the
president, assault on a federal
officer and firearms offenses.

Prosecutors allege Allen fired
ashotgun at a US Secret Service
agent and stormed a security
checkpoint in a foiled attack on
Trump and other members of
his administration at the White
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Suspect Cole Allen. FiLe

House Correspondents' Dinnet.
Allen allegedly traveled to
Washington by train, carrying
a shotgun, pistol and knives,
and booked a room in the
Washington Hilton where the
April 25 dinner took place.
Hewore an orange jumpsuit
and was shackled at the waist
during the brief court proceed-
ing. It was his first appearance
in Washington federal court.

Last six passengers
depart Hantavirus-hit
cruise ship as captain
hails their patlence

Reuters
Tenerife, May 11

THE LAST six passengers and
some crew members of the
hantavirus-hit MV Hondius left
the ship on the Spanish island
of Tenerife on Monday as its
captain praised their patience
and discipline during an “ex-
tremely challenging” few
weeks.

Strong winds forced the
polar expedition ship carrying
the remaining passengers - four
Australians, one Briton who
lives in Australia and a New
Zealander - to dock briefly at
the port of Granadilla de Abona
to allow them to disembark
safely and board a flight to the
Netherlands, where they will
spend time in quarantine,
Spain's health ministry said.

Nineteen crew members
from the ship and three doctors
who treated them were due to
take off for the Netherlands on
aseparate flight, the Dutch For-
eign Ministry said.

The MV Hondius was then
due to continue itsjourney with
26 crew members to the Ne-
therlands - its flag state - where
it would be disinfected, health
authorities said.

“Icould notimagine sailing
through these circumstances
with a better group of people,
guests and crew alike,” Captain
Jan Dobrogowski, from the Ne-
therlands, said in a video
posted on Oceanwide Expedi-
tions' website.

* BRIEFLY
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The cruise ship MV Hondlus at
the port of Granadilla de Abona,
Tenerife, Spain, on Monday. Ap

The disembarkation caps a
complex operation that has so
far resulted in 94 people being
evacuated and repatriated to
their countries of residence, 41
days after the MV Hondius set
off from southern Argentina
and nine days after the first
positive test result for the re-
spiratory viral infection.

Three people, a Dutch
couple and a German national,
have died since the start of the
outbreak of the virus, which is
usually spread by wild rodents
but also transmittable person-
to-person in rare cases of close
contact.

The WHO said on Monday
there were now seven con-
firmed cases of the Andes strain
of hantavirus, and two other
suspected cases - one who died
before being tested, and oneon
Tristan da Cunha, a remote
South Atlantic island where
there were no tests available.

UNITED STATES

Indian-origin philanthropist
pays off college students’ loans

- 1
ML o o

INDIAN-ORIGIN philanthropist
Anil Kochhar surprised graduating
students at North Carolina State
University Wilson College of Tex-
tiles by announcing that he and his
wife, Marilyn Kochhar, would pay
off all final-year student loans for
the college’s class 0f 2026, reported
the New York Post. “It is my privi-
lege to announce today that, in
honor of my father Prakash Chand

Kochhar, Marilyn and I are provid-

Philanthropist Anil
Kochhar

ingagraduation gift to cover all the
final-year educationloansincurred

by Wilson College graduates during
the 2025-26 academic year,” Kochhar announced, as per
the New York Post report. Kochhar’s late father, Prakash
Chand Kochhar, traveled from Punjab to Raleigh in 1946 to
study textile manufacturing at NC State.

GERMANY

17-yr-old arrested
over ‘extremist’
attack conspiracy

A17-YEAR-old boy hasbeen
arrested inthe German city
of Hamburg on suspicion of
planninganattackona
shopping mall,abarorapo-
lice station, prosecutors said
Monday. The Syrian national
was arrested in Hamburgon
Thursday, prosecutorsin
Germany'’s second-biggest
city saidin astatement. They
added the Islamic State ex-
tremist group apparently
was the inspiration for his
alleged planstoKkillanunde-
termined number of “infi-
dels” using explosives, Molo-
tov cocktails or aknife. AP

THE PHILIPPINES

V-Pimpeached
amid escalating
political rift

AN OVERWHELMING ma-
jority of the House of Repre-
sentatives of the Philippines
votedtoimpeach Vice Presi-
dent Sara Duterte Monday
over alleged unexplained
wealth and threats to have
the president assassinated,
astherift betweenthe camps
of the country's top two offi-
cialsescalated. The House,
which is dominated by Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jtr.'s
allies, voted 257-25 with nine
abstentions. The two
impeachment complaints
markaninitial setbackto her
plantoseek presidency. AP

e NARGES MOHAMMADI, A PROMINENT HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST WHO HAS SPENT MUCH OF HER ADULT LIFE IN AND OUT OF PRISON, WILL UNDERGO TREATMENT IN TEHRAN AFTER COLLAPSING EARLIER THIS MONTH

Jailed Iranian Nobel Peace Prize winner ﬁghtlng for her life at Tehran hospital

Amelia Nierenberg
May 11

NARGES MOHAMMADI, the
jailed Iranian Nobel Peace Prize
laureate and prominent
human rights activist who col-
lapsed earlier this month, has
been transferred toa hospital in
Tehran for treatment by her
own medical team, a founda-
tion run by her family said in a
statement on Sunday.
Mohammadi, 54, has spent
much of her adult life in and
out of prison in Iran’s authori-
tarian theocracy, and her
health has deteriorated in re-
cent months. She was hospital-
ized on May 1in Zanjan, where
she had been held, after col-

lapsing and losing conscious-
ness. At the time, requests to
move her to Tehran for treat-
ment were denied.

She spent 10 days in that
hospital before being trans-
ferred to another hospital in
Tehran on Sunday, the Narges
Mohammadi Foundation said.

Mostafa Nili, a lawyer for
Mohammadi, said on social
media on Sunday that she had
been moved to Tehran “follow-
ing an order halting her sen-
tence for medical treatment.”

The foundation called for
“her unconditional freedom
and thedismissal of all charges.”

“Narges Mohammadi’s life
hangs in the balance,” her hus-
band, Taghi Rahmani, said ac-

cording to the foundation’s
statement. “Narges must never
be returned to the conditions
that broke her health.”

Earlier this month, Rah-
mani said Mohammadi suffers
from chronic heart problems
and had faced rough treatment
in prison, including beatings by
prison guards.

Mohammadi, known for
her tireless pro-democracy ac-
tivism, has spent much of her
adultlifein and out of prisonin
Iran’s authoritarian system.
She had been sentenced to 10
yearson charges of threatening
national security.

ButinFebruary, acourt sen-
tenced her to an additional
seven and a half years because

Narges Mohammadi, an Iranian human rights activist, last year. nyT

of her continued opposition to
the government.
She was arrested again in

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

December, while on ayearlong
furlough from prison because
of her health, after she de-

livered a fiery speech critical of
the government at the funeral
of a fellow activist.

The judicial authorities
jailed her in Zanjan, a city
northwest of Tehran, where she
has no family and where prison
conditions are far worse thanin
the capital.

Inlate March, shehad aheart
attackand lost consciousnessin
prison, but was refused proper
medical care at a hospital.

In 2023, while she was im-
prisoned, the Nobel Committee
awarded her the Peace Prize,
noting “her fight against the op-
pression of women in Iran and
her fight to promote human
rights and freedom for all.”

Mohammadi was arrested

New Delhi

again in December after she de-
livered a speech critical of the
government while on a year-
long furlough from prison be-
cause of her health. Shortly
after her arrest, she told her
family that she had been so
badly beaten she had to be
briefly hospitalized.

In early February, she went
on ahunger strike to protest her
detention and lack of access to
medical care.

That same month, an Ira-
nian court sentenced her to an
additional seven and a half
years in jail for her opposition
to the government.

In a report accompanying
an excerpt from Mohammadi’s
upcoming memoir published

by The Guardian on Sunday,
Mohammadi said there was “no
hardship worse than illness
combined with imprisonment.”

“Authoritarian regimes do
not always need an execu-
tioner’s rope. Sometimes, they
simply wait for the human
body to fail,” she wrote.

The transfer came after days
of growing concern over her
condition, as supporters
pressed authorities to allow
proper care.

Her family and legal team
say the move to Tehran will
make treatment safer and
more effective, but they con-
tinue to demand that she be
released permanently from
detention at once. NYT
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No price hike yet, OMCs’ Q11oss
can w1pe out last year’s profits

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, May 11

PUBLIC SECTOR oil marketing
companies (OMCs) are incur-
ring heavy losses on fuel sales
amid the global price surge due
to the West Asia war, but the
government’s endeavour con-
tinuesto be to keep prices stable
for the common consumer, ac-
cording to a top government
source. Itisalso not considering
any proposal to ration fuelslike
petrol and diesel as there is no
shortage of these fuels in the
country, the source added.

The OMCs’ combined losses
in April-June quarter could
wipe out their cumulative
profits for the entire 2025-26 fi-
nancial year (FY26) if the global
prices continue toremain high,
the source said.

“We have not increased
prices in four years. Everyone
wants prices to be stable. The
government by default doesn’t
want the prices to change,” said
the source, but declined to
comment on how long the
OMCs can continue to hold
pricesasthereisnoendinsight
to the Strait of Hormuz crisis.

“A primary function of the
OMCs is to maintain price and
supply stability. It is a sover-
eign function that they per-
form,” said the source, who
didn’t want to be identified.

On whether fuel rationing
may be considered, the source
said that there is “no rationing
in the play” as it is done when

Despite a Rs 10 per litre excise duty cut on petrol and diesel in late

March, OMC fuel sale losses persist.

there is shortage of fuel, which
is not the case in India as it
is a net exporter of major
fuels such as diesel and petrol.
The crisis led to retail fuel
price surges in many countries,
with some forced to ration fuel
supplies. There has been no ra-
tioning of petrol and diesel in
India, although it was done for
commercial and industrial
liquefied petroleumgas (LPG)to
prioritise cooking gas supplies.
On Sunday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had appealed
for conservation of petroleum
products among other
measures aimed at conserving
the country’svaluable forex re-
serves amid the ongoing crisis.
India depends on imports to
meet close to 90% of its crude
oil requirement, making the
economy and forex reserves
vulnerable to oil price shocks.
The three OMCs — Indian

West Asia truce far
away, citizens should
save forex: Vaishnaw

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 11

THE CENTRE doesn’t see a
truce in the West Asia war any-
time soon, Union minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw said Monday, as
he appealed to citizens to make
their best efforts to help pre-
serve forex reserves.

“We are living in very tur-
bulent times. For no fault of
ours, for a war which is there
between two different coun-
tries in our neighbourhood,
the entire world is getting af-
fected by it. But since the war
is now still going on, and yes-
terday’s developments, we all
know that a truce is still far
away, looking kind of difficult,”
he said at the CII Annual Busi-
ness Summiit.

Hesaid that citizens have to

HSBC slashes
FY27 growth
estimate sharply
to 6%, expects
two RBlrate hikes

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 11

TWIN SHOCKS of energy crisis
and deficient rainfall willlead to
thereal GDP growth fallingto 6%
in FY27 from 74%in FY26, a for-
eign brokerage said on Monday.
The shocks will also stoke infla-
tion, and may prod the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to hike key
lending rates twice in the current
fiscal, HSBC said in a report.

“Bringing together both the
shocks, and factoring in some
fiscal slippage, we forecast GDP
to grow 6% in FY27, lower than
our previous year's forecast of
74%,” the report said.

It warned that the emerging
crises will be amajor blow tothe
formal sector, including rural
households and small firms.

The central bank expects
GDP growth to come in at 6.9%
for2026-27,as per an estimate re-
leased last month.

The conflictin West Asia has
led to a sharp surge in oil prices
with crude continuing to trade
above $100 per barrel.

HSBC economists argued
that the twin crises and defi-
cient rainfall due to EI Nino
warrants a closer attention on
the FY27 outlook, and added
that higher temperatures will
also dent activity.

Indiaweighs
emergency steps
toprotectforex

Bengaluru: India is consider-
ing emergency steps to shore
up foreign-exchange reserves,
including curbing non-essen-
tial imports such as gold
and electronic goods, and
hiking fuel prices, as West Asia
tension persists, Bloomberg
News reported on Monday,
citing people familiar with
the matter.

Reuters could not immedi-
ately verify the report. REUTERS

play an important role in the
current crisis.

REUTERS

Qil, Bharat Petroleum and Hin-
dustan Petroleum — have not
hiked regular petrol and diesel
prices despite the global oil and
fuel price surge. In fact, their
prices have not been hiked for
over four years, since April 2022.
For LPG sold tohouseholdsasa
cooking fuel, the last price hike
in early March reflected only a
fraction of the actual price esca-
lation in the global market.
The OMCs are estimated to
be incurring daily losses worth
about Rs 1,000-Rs 1,200 crore,
the source said, which means
that if the status quo on prices
persists, they could be staring
at combined losses of over Rs
90,000 crore for Q1 FY27. While
the OMCs have not announced
their FY26 earnings yet, the
source said their cumulative
profit for the year could be
about Rs 76,000 crore.
According to the sources,

‘India an oasis of comfort on fuel
supplies, rationing won't happen’

New Delhi: Despite the global
oil and fuel supply disruption
due to the West Asia war, the
country has more than ad-
equate stocks of major fuelslike
petrol and diesel to ensure
stable supplies for the fore-
seeable future and there is no
plan to ration supplies, Petro-
leum Secretary Neeraj Mittal
said Monday.

According to the secretary,
petrol and diesel stocks worth
60 days and LPG stocks for
households worth about 45
days are being maintained on
an ongoing basis since the
onset of the West Asia wat.

“Many countries have done
rationing, they have done
different kind of things. India
has been a kind of an oasis
of comfort. No rationing has
been done. Albeit, the govern-
ment has appealed to citizens
not to panic, and we are doing
the same today. There is
no need to panic. There are suf-
ficient supplies. There is no
rationingin place.It’'snotgoing
to happen. We have 60 days
of stocks (of petrol and diesel),”
Mittal said at the Confederation
of Indian Industry’s (CII)
Annual Business Summit 2026
in New Delhi. ENS

the OMCs are losing Rs 14 per
litre on sale of petrol, Rs 42 per
litre on diesel, and Rs 674 per
14.2-kg cylinder on LPG. They
are also seeinglosses on sale of
jet fuel for domestic flights as
only a partial pass-through of
global prices was effected.
Talks around potential fuel
price hikes have picked up pace
within the government re-
cently, it is learnt. The govern-
ment has no plan to compen-
sate the OMCs for losses on sale
of petrol, diesel and jet fuel
below market prices, which
was seen as an indication of a
possible price hike. In the case
of LPG, the Centre had stepped

into cushiontheimpact, andit
cannot be ruled out even this
time around, sources indicated.
While the Centre had cut ex-
cise duty on petrol and diesel by
Rs10 perlitrelate March toblunt
the impact of high global prices
on the OMCs, they continue to
bleed heavily onsales. It resulted
in the Centre foregoing revenue
of about Rs 14,000 crore a
month, Petroleum Ministry
Joint Secretary Sujata Sharma
had said Friday. Had the Centre
not intervened with the excise
duty reduction, this loss would
also have been borne by the
three OMCs. FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘Energy, digital security twin
foundation of national power’

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, May 11

COUNTRIES NEED to be self-
sufficient in meeting their
energy needs and to develop
their digital infrastructureinde-
pendently in today’s volatile
geopolitical environment, ac-
cordingto Gautam Adani, Chair-
man of the Adani Group.
Labelling energy and digital
security as the ‘twin foundation
of national power’, he added
that supply chains across
industries are now being rede-
signed around national interest.
Earmarking Al as an impor-
tant tool for future development,
hesaid firms need toharnessthe
new technology and use it to
theirbenefit. “...not surprisingly,
compute will now become the
next control layer. Chips, clouds,
and Almodels are nolongerjust
commercial assets. They arefac-

Compute will

now become
the next control layer.
Chips, clouds,and Al
models are nolonger
just commercial
assets. They are
factors of national
intelligence”

GAUTAM ADANI
CHAIRMAN, ADANI GROUP

tors of national intelligence,”
Adani said at the CII’ Annual
Business Summit in New Delhi.

“The next battle will not be
fought only at our borders. It will
be fought on our grids, our data
centers, our factories, our class-
rooms, our laboratories, and our
minds. And freedom will mean
capability, he added.

For example, he said that
while the Indian IT services sec-
torbuilt massive businessesand
generated massive employment
by serving intelligence rather
thanowningitand writingcode
for other people, the new Al age
instead rewards those who own
the data and have the computa-
tional capabilities.

“The old IT model wrote
code for the world, the new
model must build intelligence.”
While the US and China have
already made progress in stak-
ing their control over the new
technology, India would need
tobuild capacity fast enough to
match demand. “India’s advan-
tage is simple. Everything we
build will already have demand
waiting for it. The task before us
istobuild the capacity thatcan
keep pace with the demand,”
he said. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

INDIAINC SHOULD STRENGTHEN BALANCE SHEETS: DAS

‘Build organisational
resilience, reskill, set
up new supply chains’

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, May 11

AMID THE global economic
landscape being in a “state of
flux”, Shaktikanta Das, Princi-
pal Secretary tothe Prime Min-
ister urged Indian industry to
undertake strategic reorienta-
tion of their businesses.

He spelt out seven strategies
for India Inc — build
organisational resilience in op-
erating models; strengthen bal-
ance sheets; build new supply
chains; reskill available man-
power as technology, automa-
tion and Al reshape industries;
market diversification; invest
strategically for future read-
iness and capitalising on new
opportunities; and increase ex-
penditure on research and de-
velopment.

Stating that India is taking
“bold and forward-looking”
measures, Das also hinted to-
wards “several other initiatives
which are in the pipeline”.
“..they will follow in the
coming months and years to
strengthen the long-term resil-
ience of our economy,” he said
while speaking at the Confed-
eration of Indian Industry’s An-
nual Business Summit 2026.

Detailing the steps that the
industry needs to take, Das said
resilience maximisation is in-
creasingly replacing cost mini-
misation asa priority for corpor-
ates. He said building
“organisational resilience” will
enable firms to absorb shocks,
adapt quickly, emerge stronger
and turn uncertainty into oppor-
tunity. “The message that we
must give to the international
community isthat Indiais ready,
readytodobusiness, ready toin-
novate and ready to contribute
to global prosperity,” Das said.

Asthe second strategy, firms

should strengthen balance
sheets. “Periods of global stress
inevitably test the financial
strength of companies, strong
balance sheets provide the flexi-
bility to withstand external
shocks, manage cash flow press-
ures and invest when opportun-
ities arise,” he said, adding that
they should prioritise prudent
leverage, robust liquidity
buffers and forward-looking
capital allocation.

The focus should also be on
building new supply chains, he
said, adding that companiesand
firms should proactively diver-
sify sourcinglocalised critical in-
putstotheextent feasibleandin-
tegrate into the multiple global
value chains. “By doingso, firms
can reduce exposure to external
shocks while positioning them-
selves as reliable partners in the
evolvingglobal trading system,”
hesaid.

As the fourth strategy, Das
talked about reskilling the avail-
able manpower. “The future
competitiveness of Indian firms
will depend heavily on work-
force readiness. Continuousres-
killing and upskilling through
vocational training and indus-
try-academia collaboration,
particularly in digital manufac-
turing and advanced technical
domains must become an or-
ganisational priority,” he said.
Das also emphasised on market

The message that
wemustgivetothe
international community is
thatIndiaisready,readytodo
business, ready toinnovate
and ready to contribute to
global prosperity”
SHAKTIKANTA DAS
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY TO THE PM

diversification, stating that
overdependence on a narrow
set of markets or geographies
increases vulnerability during
global slowdowns, especially
for exporters. “Indian busi-
nesses should actively explore,
and engage with new export
markets and leverage on India’s
growing economic and diplo-
matic footprint. Market diver-
sification would spread the
risks, stabilise revenue streams
and allow for firms to tap into
new growth corridors and de-
mand patterns,” he said.

As the sixth strategy, Das
highlighted the importance of
thinking strategically and in-
vesting strategically by busi-
nesses. “Indian businesses that
invest with along-term perspec-
tive today will be the best place
to lead tomorrow,” he said.
Quoting Mahatma Gandhi, he
said: “the future depends on
what we do in the present”. Das
further said moments of global
disruption often sow the seeds of
future business leadership.

As the last measure, he
stressed on the need to increase
expenditure on R&D. He said In-
dia’s innovation ecosystem is at
an important inflection point
and there’saneed for greaterand
active collaboration between
government and the private sec-
torinthisarea. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Monthly inflows in debt mutual
funds reach all-time high in April

Kushan Shah
Mumbai, May 11

ASSOCIATION OF mutual
Fund in India (AMFTI) shared
that mutual funds recorded
net monthly inflows of Rs 3.27
lakh crore in April 2026.

The number was owed pri-
marily to monthly inflows in
debt schemes reaching their
all-time high of Rs 2.47 lakh
crore, beating their previous
high of Rs 2.19 lakh crore
achieved in April 2025.

The record number was

Renewable energy curtailment critical issue: MNRE Secy

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, May 11

CURTAILMENT OF renewable
energy hasemerged asacritical
challenge for India’s clean
energy transition, amid grow-
ing instances of solar power
being backed down due to
transmission constraints and
excess daytime generation.
Speaking at the Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry Annual
Business Summit 2026, Santosh
Kumar Sarangi, Secretary at the
Ministry of New and Renewable

Energy (MNRE), said the issue
needstobeaddressed onavery
urgent and priority basis, stress-
ing that the grid’s ability to ab-
sorb the renewable energy
being injected into the system
is “extremely crucial.”

His remarks come at a time
when the country is witnessing
large-scale curtailment of solar
power as the grid struggles to
absorb excess supply duringthe
daytime. In April, on average 23
gigawatt-hours (GWh) of solar
power were curtailed every day
— enough to serve one-fourth

of Delhi for a day, The Indian
Express has earlier reported.

“More deployment of battery
energy storage systems, more of
grid forming inverters, more of
synchronous condensers will
actually provide that pathway
for better integration of RE into
our grid system,” he said.

“And to that extent, grid
modernization and ensuring
thatitisabletoabsorb more RE
and dispatch more RE is ex-
tremely critical to India’s RE
growth story. We have been
working with the Ministry of

Power, Chairman of Central
Electricity Authority and the
Central Transmission Utility to
address theissue,” he added.

Sarangi further said the
ministry is proposing a sub-
stantially bigger outlay for our
Green Energy Corridor scheme
to ensure that states have the
right kind of equipment, the
right kind of storage system
and the right kind of evacu-
ation infrastructure under the
intrastate network to handle
RE evacuation.

Asrenewable energy deploy-

mentincreasingly concentrated
in states like Rajasthan and Gu-
jarat, he said the ministryiscon-
sidering incentive mechanisms
for agri-photovoltaic and float-
ing solar projects to encourage
more geographically diversified
clean energy development.
Accordingto Sarangi, India
would eventually require a
large-scale transmission net-
work similar to the “super
grid” model being developed
by China.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

e CYBERSECURITY EXPERTS WARNED OF THIS MOMENT FOR YEARS; ERA OF Al-LED VULNERABILITY IS ALREADY HERE

Google disrupts hackers expl()ltmg sccurity gaps with Al

Associated Press
New York, May 11

GOOGLE SAID Monday that it
disrupted a criminal group’s at-
tempt to use artificial intelli-
gence (Al) to exploit another
firm’s previously unknown digi-
tal vulnerability, adding to heig-
htened worries across govern-
ment and private industry about
AT’srisks for cybersecurity.
Google shared limited in-
formation about the attackers
and the target, but John Hult-
quist, Chief Analyst atits threat
intelligence arm, said it repre-
sents a moment cybersecurity
experts have warned about for
years: malicious hackers ar-
ming themselves with Al to

supercharge their ability to
break into the world's com-
puters.

“It’s here,” Hultquist said.
“The era of Al-driven vulner-
ability and exploitation is al-
ready here.” It comes at a time
of leaps in AI’s abilities to find
vulnerabilities, including the
Mythos model announced a
month ago by Anthropic.

Evidence of Al found
in cyberattack

Google said it observed a
group of prominent “threat ac-
tors” planning a big operation
relying on a bug they had
found. The vulnerability
allowed them to bypass two-
factor authentication to access

Hackers take advantage of Al's
speed to weaponise bugs. REUTERS

a popular online system ad-
ministration tool, which
Google declined to name.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

The company called it a
zero-day exploit, a cyberattack
that takes advantage of a
previously unknown security
vulnerability.

“Zero-day” refersto the fact
that the security engineers
have had zero daystodevelopa
fix for the vulnerability.

Google said it notified the
affected company and was
able to disrupt the operation
before it caused any damage.

Butasit traced the hackers’
footprints, it found evidence
that they had used an Al large
language model — the same
technology that powers popu-
lar chatbots — in order to dis-
cover the vulnerability.

Google didn’t reveal which

Almodel was used in the cybe-
rattack, only that it was most
likely not Google’s own Gemini
or Anthropic’s Claude Mythos.

Google also didn’t reveal
which group it suspected in
the attack but said there was
no evidence it was tied to
an adversarial government,
though the company said
groups tied to China and North
Korea have been exploring
similar techniques.

Hultquist said compared
with government spies who
typically work slowly and
quietly, criminal hackers have
some of the most to gain from
AT’s “tremendous capability for
speed” in finding and weapon-
ising security bugs.

New Delhi

owed primarily to high inflows
in liquid and money market
schemes, which contributed
over 75% to the total inflows in
debt schemes.

Nehal Meshram, senior
analyst, Morningstar Invest-
ment Research India said that
the inflows in April were
largely driven by normaliza-
tion of quarter-end liquidity
conditions with redeployment
of cash by institutional and
corporate investors.

The overall assets of the
mutual fund industry rose

* BRIEFLY

sharply by 11.2% following the
ceasefire in the West Asia war
to reach Rs 81.92 lakh crore in
April 2026.

Equity funds recorded net
inflows of Rs 38,440 crore,
marking a 5% drop from their
net inflows in March.

The highest drop of
27.8% was seen in net inflows
of sectoral and thematic
funds while large cap and
large and mid cap schemes
also saw a drop in their net
inflows of 15.8% and 18.2%,
respectively. FE

CanaraBank Q4
profitdown10%
toRs 4,506 cr

New Delhi: CanaraBank
Monday reported a10%
year-on-year declinein
standalone net profitto

Rs 4,506 crore during the
March quarter. The bank
had posted a net profit of
Rs 5,002.66 croreinthe
same quarter a year ago.
Itstotal income dropped
1.85% for the January-
March period of 2026 fell to
Rs 36,662 crore fromRs
37,353 crore inthe same
period of the preceding fis-
cal year, it said. PTI

Need to utilise,
leverage FTAS:

Commerce Secy

New Delhi: TheIndian
industry needstoleverage

* MARKETS

and utilise the FTAs that
Indiaisfinalising, as they
provide huge opportunities
forbothtrade and inves-
tments, Commerce Secre-
tary Rajesh Agrawal said
Monday. He said the track
record of the country fully
utilisingand leveraging
FTAsis “notgreat”. PTI

Shares, rupee
fall on Modi’s
call for austerity

Bengaluru:Indian shares fell
Monday and the rupee de-
clined after Prime Minister
Narendra Modiurged aspate
of measures, including fuel
conservation, fewer imports
and gold purchases, as sur-
ging energy prices pressure
forexreserves. Thirteen of
the 16 major sectorslogged
losses. The broader small-
caps and mid-caps declined
about1.5% each. REUTERS

K K
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CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I ,Vishva Nath,S/o-Bhola
Nath,R/0-A-455,Bunker
Colony,Ashok Vihar,Phase-4,
Delhi-110052,have changed my
name from Vishva Nath to
Vishwa Nath,for all future
purposes.

0040853809-7

itis for general information
that I,SADAF PARVEEN,D/o-
Mohd Faimuddin,R/0-H.N.-
495,Gali No.-2,Kardampuri,
Delhi-110094, declared that
name of my father has been
wrongly-written as Modh
Faimuddin in my-12th class
Education Certificate.The
actual name of my fatheris
Mohd Faimuddin
respectively,which may be
amended accordingly.

0040853801-11

I,mohd anas Qureshi,s/o-khalid
qureshi R/0 flat no-
1059,church street, kaila
bhatta Ghaziabad UTTAR
PRADESH-201001,changed my
name to anas qureshi.

0040853777-3

I,RAJIV AGRAWAL,s/0-KRISHAN
AUTAR AGRAWAL,R/0O-C-
104,1ST FLOOR JM,ORCHID
APARTMENT,SECTOR-
76,NOIDA,Gautam Budh
Nagar,UTTAR PRADESH-
201001,changed my name to
RAJEEV AGRAWAL.

0040853777-5

I,Parul Pandey,W/0-Divesh
Bajpai,R/0-Flat.No.213,Tower-
2,Golf-Vista Apartments,Sector
Alpha-2,Greater-Noida,Gautam
Budh Nagar,Uttar Pradesh-
201308,Have Changed My
Name to Parul Bajpai,for
All,Future Purposes.

0040853801-9

I,PAYAL PADNEY W/0 Mohit
Sharma R/0 BM-684 East
Shalimar Bagh Delhi-110088
have changed my nameto
PAYAL SHARMA

0040853800-9

I,Niti Verma D/o Ashwani R/0
H.N0.683, Street No.3, Punjabi
Basti, Anand Parbat, New
Delhi-110005, have changed my
name to Niti.

0040853809-11

I,hitherto known as VICKY alias
BHAVNESH KUMAR, S/O-LATE
RAMESH KUMAR SHARMA,R/O-
RZ-235/19,TUGHLAKABAD-
EXTENSION, KALKAJI,NEW
DELHI-110019.have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as BHAVNESH
KUMAR.

0040853801-2

I,Nilam Anilkumar Gupta,W/o
Anilkumar Ramkumar
Gupta,R/0-363 HEWO
Apartment-2, Mor
Market,Sector-56,Tower-
10,Gurgaon,Haryana-122011,
changed my nameto Nilam
Gupta.

0040853800-6

I,Vandazi Nellikkalidam Jothi
Prakash S/o KNarayana Menon
R/0 1824, Arun Vihar, Sector-37
Noida(U.P) have changed my
name to Vandaz Nelikaladam
Jothi Prakash for all future
purposes.

0040853709-1

LVIPUL AGARWAL,S/0O-VED
PRAKASH AGARWAL,R/0O-A-506
AMRAPALI GREEN, VAIBHAV-
KHAND,INDIRAPURAM,GHAZIA
BAD,UTTAR PRADESH -
201014,have changed the name
of my minor son ARIHAAN
AGARWAL aged-13-years and
he shall hereafter be known as
ARRIHAN AGARWAL.

0040853777-9

ILVIPIN KUMAR MIGLANI,S/O-
SHAM SUNDER,R/0.467 JOSHI-
ROAD KAROL-BAGH
DELHI,CENTRAL DELHI-
110005,INDIA,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME VIPIN KUMAR
MIGLANITO VIPIN KUMAR,FOR
ALL PURPOSE.

0040853777-6

I,Megha W/o Gauri Shankar
Tripathi,R/0 T-446/5A 3rd
Floor,Baljeet Nagar, New Delhi-
110008,have changed my name
to Megha Babbar for all
purposes.

0040853800-1

LMANJIT SINGH KHOKHAR,S/0
Virendra Singh,R/0-12/678
Delhi Saharanpur-Road Baraut
Baghpat uttar Pradesh-
250611,have changed my name
to MANJEET SINGH KHOKHAR
permanently.

0040853809-1

l,Laxmi Varshney,W/0-Amit
Kumar Gupta,R/0-5598,Gali
No.0 New Chandrawal Malka
GanjNorth Delhi-110007,have
changed my name to Laxmi
Gupta.

0040853801-8

I,LEKHA RANI W/0 Sanjeev
Kumar R/0-235-C, DDA LIG Flats
Pocket-12,Jasola Vihar New
Delhii-110025,have changed
my name to LATA GUPTA

0040853800-8

I,Urooj Fatima W/o Salim Husain
R/o0 Ganj Sadat, Shikarpur,
Bulandshahr, Uttar Pradesh-
202395,have changed my name
to Urooj Fatima Naqvi.

0040853809-12

I,UMESH PAHAL,S/O CHANDA
SINGH PAHAL,R/0-897/28
BHARAT-COLONY ROHTAK
HARYANA-124001,have
changed my name to UMESH
PEHAL,for all Future purpose

0040853809-8

I,Sarfaraz Ahmed S/o0 Rahim Bux
R/0 H.No0.75, Galino.1A,
Wazirabad New Delhi,
Ramghat, Jagatpurilaga,Delhi-
110084, have changed my name
to Sarfaraz.

0040853800-7

I,Santosh,D/0 Gyan Chand W/O
Brij Mohan Goyal,R/0O-
532/19,Sector-19, Faridabad,
Haryana-121002 Have changed
my name to Santosh Goyal for
all future purposes.

0040853809-4

I,SUMAN,W/0 UMESH
PEHAL,R/O 897/28 BHARAT
COLONY ROHTAKHARYANA
124001,have changed my name
to SUMAN PEHAL,for all Future
purpose

0040853809-9

I,SAURABH GUPTA,S/O-RAKESH
GUPTA,R/O-House.No-
1378,Sector-19, Faridabad, PO:
Kheri
Kalan,DIST:Faridabad,Haryana
-121002,have changed name of
my minor son CHAITANYA,
aged-7-years and he shall
hereafter be known as
ESHANSH KUMAR GUPTA.

0040853801-10

I, SALTANAT SABNAM URF
SULTNAT SHABNAM W/0 MOHD
IMRAN KHAN R/O C-214TH
FLOOR,JAITPUR EXTN,PART-
2,BADARPUR DELHI-110044
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
SALTNAT SHABNAM FORALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040853799-1

I,Rita Mishra,W/O-Late
Tribhuvan Nath Mishra,R/O-
B1/005,Supertech Ecovillage-
2,Greater Noida-West,sector
16-B,Near Gaur Chowk. Gautam
Buddha-Nagar,UP-201318,Have
changed my name to Rita
Misra,for all future purposes.

0040853809-6

I,Rajinder Singh Yadav,S/o
Mehar Chand Yadav,R/03733 B
Gali.No.1, Kanhaiya
Nagar,0nkar Nagar S.0, North
West Delhi, Delhi-
110035,declare that name of
mine and my father has been
wrongly-written as Rajinder
Singh and Mehar Chand in my
10th Class Educational
Documents.The actual name of
mine and my father are
Rajinder Singh Yadav and
Mehar Chand Yadav.

0040853800-12

I,Raj Kumar Dinodia,S/0-Sh.Ram
Avtar Dinodia,R/0-A-
803,Mapsko Paradise,Vatika-
Road,Sikanderpur Badha,
Sector-83,Gurugram, Haryana-
122004,inform that Raj Kumar
and Raj Kumar Dinodia are one
and the same-person.

0040853800-4

ILLAKSHAY GYANENDER,S/O-G P
MADHUR resident
of,241,GANPATI APARTMENT
PLOT.NO.6,SEC 9, DWARKA,NEW
DELHI-110075,have changed
my name to LAKSHAY
KUMAR,for all,future purpose.

0040853801-6

l,Kamlesh W/o Gulshan Sharma
R/0 109, Upper-Ground-Floor,
Right-Side, New Lahore
Shastri-Nagar,Delhi-
110031,have changed my-name
to Kamlesh Sharma.

0040853809-10

I,LKUSUM LATA SACHDEVAR/O.L-
25,2ND FLOOR,LAJPAT-NAGAR-
2,NEW DELHI-
110024,INDIA,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME KUSUM LATA
SACHDEVA TO KUSUM
SACHDEVA,FORALL PURPOSE.

0040853777-7

I,Subhash Chand Juneja S/o
Khem Chand JunejaR/0
195P,Sector 21 D,Faridabad
have changed my name to
Subhash Juneja.

0040853801-5

l,Jaggo @ Jagvati @ Jagwati W/o
Braham Chand R/o
H.No.145,Bhopura-
1,Sahibabad,Ghaziabad,U.P.-
21001,have changed my name
from JAGVATI @ JAGWATI to
JAGGO for all future purposes.

0040853799-2

I,IPSA W/0O VIPUL AGARWAL,
R/0O-A-506 AMRAPALI GREEN,
VAIBHAV-KHAND,
INDIRAPURAM,
GHAZIABAD,UTTAR PRADESH -
201014 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO IPSA BISHT,FOR ALL
FUTURE,PURPOSES.

0040853777-10

I, GURDEEP KAUR,W/0
KARAMPREET PAL SINGH
GHOTRA,R/0O, WARD NO.-
14,ADVOCATE COLONY,
CHEEKA, KAITHAL HARYANA-
136034,have changed my name
to GURDEEP KAUR GHOTRA.

0040853800-2

I,BHARTI GAUTAM,W/O-NITIN
SHARMA, R/O.FLAT.NO.LH-503,
AMRAPALI VILLAGE,NYAY
KHAND-2,INDIRAPURAM,
GHAZIABAD, UP 201014 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO BHARTI
SHARMA,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040853777-8

I,Ayush Kumar S/o Ravinder
SinghR/0 H.No0.711, Krishna
Apartment,K2 Block Gurgaon-
Road,Mahipal Pur,Delhi- 110037
have changed my nameto
Aayush. 0040853809-3

I,Ankita Anilkumar Gupta,D/o
Anilkumar Ramkumar Gupta
R/0363 HEWO Apartment-2,
Mor Market,Sector-56,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122011,
changed my name to Ankita
Gupta. 0040853800-5

I,Anju Soni W/o- Suresh Prasad
Soni Address-792,2nd floor,Gali
no.7 Govindpuri Kalkaji,South
East,Delhi-110019, changed my
name to Anju Devi Soni.

0040853777-11

I,ATUL alias RAVI,S/o0-Khushi
Lal,R/0-H.No.-1/734\Village
Kheda,GT-Road, Delhi-
110095,declare that ATUL and
RAVI both names are same and
one person. 0040853801-7

I,ARCHANA VEDI,D/O-ROSHAN
BHARTI,resident of,C-147/A
PANDAV NAGAR LAXMINAGAR
DELHI-110092,have changed
my name to ARCHANA VERMA,
forall future purpose.

0040853801-1

I, Yash S/o Sudhir Pahuja, J4/56F,
SF, Khirki Extention, Malviya
Nagar Delhi-17 have changed
my name to Yash Pahuja.

0071034847-1

I, S Meenalakshmi W/o Sh.K
Sridharan R/0 1710, Sector 37,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh-201303 have
changed my nameto
Meenalakshmi Sridharan for
all purposes. 0040853695-1

I, YOGAMBER SINGH RAWAT S/0
Gajender Singh Rawat, R/0 RZ-
9/26, 4th Floor Back Portion,
GaliNo-11, Tughlakabad
Extension, Kalkaji, New Delhi -
19, have changed my name to
YOGENDER SINGH RAWAT for
all purposes. 0040853689-1

I, Syed Qamar Abbas S/o0 Syed
Mehdi Haider R/0 RZ F-15, 3rd
Floor, Gali No.4, Mahavir
Enclave, Palam Village, Delhi-
110045 have changed the name
of my minor son SYED NOMAN
MAHDI to SYED HAMZA MAHDI
aged 15 years. 0071034888-1

I, Surinder Singh s/0 Pritam
Singh r/0B-147,Hari Nagar,
Delhi-110064 have changed my
name to SURENDER SINGH.

0040853698-1

I, SUNIL AGARWAL S/0
PURUSHOTTAM AGRAWAL R/0
S-204, Greater Kailash Part-2,
South Delhi-110048, Delhi have
changed my name from SUNIL
AGARWAL to SUNIL
PURUSHOTTANM AGARWAL for
all intents and purposes.

0071034818-1

I, Preeti W/o Chandan Kumar
R/o Flat No.3,Bid No.14,1032
Awasyojna Bhestan, Jiav,
Surat, Gujarat-395023, have
changed my name to Preeti
Kumari for all future purposes.

0040853692-1

I, PRIYANKA NAGPAL C/0 Puneet
Arora, C2C-121, Pocket-12,
Janakpuri, Janakpuri B-1, Delhi-
58 have changed my name to
PRIYANKA ARORA.

0071034820-1

I, Narender Sharma S/o-Parkash
Chand R/o H.No.-427,Patla
Road,Nangal Kalan (43),
Sonipat (Haryana)- 131023,
have changed my nameto
Narender Kumar. 0040853809-2

I,Dhananjay,S/0-Jai Prakash
Yadav,R/0-5163,Sector-3,36-
Yds, Ballabgarh,
Faridabad,have changed my
name to Dhananjay Yadav.

0040853801-4

I,CHOKESY PIYUSH HARISH,S/0-
HARIPRASAD CHOUKESY,R/O-
H.NO.-4141,GALI.NO.-108,B-
BLOCK,SANT NAGAR, BURARI,
DELHI -110084,have changed
my name to PIYUSH
HARIPRASAD CHOUKESY

0040853800-3

1,Brij Mohan,S/0O-Kishori Lal
Goyal,R/0-532/19,Sector-
19,Faridabad, Haryana-
121002,Have changed my name
to Brij Mohan Goyal for all
future purposes

0040853809-5

I,ARCHANA VERMA,D/O-
ROSHAN BHARTI,resident of,C-
147/A,PANDAV NAGAR-LAXMI
NAGAR,DELHI-110092,have
changed my minor son name
from SHAURYA VEDI to
SHAURYA VERMA,for all,future
purpose. 0040853801-3

ssl Nandani sharma D/o
Ashwani Kumar sharmaR/o
uttar pradesh, noida - gautam
buddh nagar- 201301, have
changed my name to Nandini
sharma

0071034800-1

I, Mohd Yamin Ansari, S/o0 Mohd
llyas, R/0 H.No.1, Street No.3,
West Kamal Vihar, Karawal
Nagar, Delhi-110094, have
changed my name to Mohd
Yamin, permanently.

00408537771

I, Mohammad Farman, Son of
Mohammad Jamil, residing at
B-9/23, Sector-4 Rohini, Delhi-
110085, do hereby declare that
inmy 10th Class certificate, my
name is mistakenly recorded
as Mohd Farman, whereas in all
my other documents, itis
Mohammad Farman. | state
that Mohammad Farman and
Mohd Farman are both names
of one and the same person.

0071034802-1

I, Mahesh Chand Dwivedi S/o
SurajPrasad R/o Gram Kheda
Kanar, Shekhpur Ahir, Jalaun,
UP have changed my name to
Mahesh Chndra. 0071034816-1

I, Kailash Nath Kalia, S/o
Manohar Lal Kalia R/0-C-7/9,
Top-Floor,Mianwali-Nagar,
Paschim Vihar,Delhi-110087,
have changed my name to
Kailash Kalia, Permanently

0040853693-1

I, K.G. Aggarwal, S/o Prem
Chand Aggarwal, R/o0 D-26,
Hakikat Rai Road, Adarsh
Nagar, Delhi-110033, have
changed my name from K.G.
Aggarwal to Krishan Gopal
Aggarwal permanently

0071034854-1

I Sunil Gupta S/o ShriRam Saran
Gupta R/0 C-350, New Sanjay,
Amar Colony, Shahdara Delhi
North East, Delhi-110032, have
changed my son name Nikku
To Naman Gupta for all Future
purposes. 0040853694-1

I, Neha Singh D/o Ashok Kumar
R/o House No. D-1404, Express
Greens, Vaishali, Sector-1,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh -
201019, have changed my name
to Neha Kumari for all future
purposes. 0040852987-4

I,LHARISH KUMAR,S/O DESRAJ
SINGH,R/0 51,Mapcha,Maicha,
Gautam Budh Nagar,Uttar
Pradesh-201310,have changed
my name to HARISH BHATI.

0040853777-2

I, Goransh Bajaj S/o Anurag
Bajaj R/0 B-29, Upper Ground
Park, Radhey Shyam Park,
Krishna Nagar, Delhi-110051,
have changed my nameto
Maya Bajaj. 0071034881-1

I, DEVENDRA,s/0-SHAM DASS
MONGA,R/OR-1410 VVIP
ADDRESSES, RAJNAGAR
EXTENSION, Ghaziabad UTTAR
PRADESH-201017,changed my
name to DEVENDER KUMAR
MONGA 0040853777-4

I, Bindulata Biswal W/o
Debanand Biswal R/0-74,0m
Radha Kunj, Dadri, GB Nagar
have changed my nameto
Bidulata Biswal. 0071034845-1

I, Ashish S/o0 Rajender Singh R/0
AL-101, Shalimar bagh north
west Delhi-110088 have
changed my name to Ashish
Kohar for all future purposes

0071034860-1

| Parul Agarwal W/0, Tushar
Joshi R/0 Omq T19/4, officers
Enclave, vayusenabad, New
Delhi, 110062 have changed my
name to Parul Joshi.

0040853696-1

I Neeru Sawhney W/o-Puneet
Sawhney R/0-H.No.251, Second
Floor, Pocket-1, Green Hill
Apartment, Sector-23, Rohini,
New Delhi-110085 have
changed the name of minor
daughter from Kashvito Kyra
Sawhney for all purposes.

0040853755-1

LOST & FOUND

LVipin Koli,S/o-Late Attar
Singh,Have Lost My Property
Paper Chain Of Previous-
Owner (Old-Chain) Rakesh
Bedi Of B-2/63,KH.N0.11/ 22,
Sewak-Park, Uttam-Nagar,
New Delhi-110059, Finder
Contact: 9211930619

0040853809-13

FUBLIC HOTHCE

IT 15 HEREBY INFORMED THAT |
|S-’-H.|-5."’. 50 NAFE SINGH RO D-1108
IEL.D'l ViIHAR PHASE-1, DELHI-150088)
HAVE LOST/MISPLACED M

[PROPERTY GRIGINAL CHAIN OF SHOP
MOE, PART OF PLOT WG.-E«1/36
MHASRA NO M4 BUDH YIHAR
PHASE-T DELHI-11 D066 Tl CHAM (1)
WY RAVOLIR AND (2) 1M FAYCUR OF
EHE] VIAAY KUMAR HAVE LODGED M
IFIRMNGR VIDE LR Ma:LR NO 155483
A6 Daled 000G XS WITH #OLICE
STATIDN, CRIME BRAMCH. DELHI, IF
ANY BODY FIND THE SAID CHAM, PLE
MFOEMME MOBLE Mo 9531RI5674

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Sh. Sita Ram (aged
around 54 Years) S/o Sh. Boma
Ram and his wife Bhurvi Devi
(aged around 50 Years) both are
resident of RZ-39A, Gali No.7, B-
block Kailash Puri, South West
Delhi, Delhi — 110045 have severed
all their relations and connections
consequently have also disowned,
dis-inherited & debarred their
daughter Mamta Berwa from all
their movable and immovable
properties and she is out of control
and my above said clients have
serious temperamental issues with
her. In case any body dealing with

her in any manner, he/she do so at

his/her own risk & responsibility.
ANURAG (Advocate)
Reg. No. D/1097/2021

RAJASTHAN HOUSING BOARD

No. :- 49 Dated :- 07/04/2026
NOTICE INVITING BID: 02/2026-27

Bid for 1. Landscape and Horticulture work including Maintenance of 2 years after
Completion at Jan Sunwai Kendra of Honb'le Chief Minister Rajasthan at Circle-II
Building, Mansarovar, Jaipur. 2. Replacing Fluorescent Fixtures by LED Street light and
Operation & Maintenance of old LED Street light for 2 years in Panchsheel Naka Madar
Daurai Scheme at Ajmer. 3. Providing Integrated Facility Management Service
Including Security Service at Jaipur Chaupati Mansarovar at Dwarkadas Marg,
Mansarovar Jaipur for One year. 4. Repair Maintenance and Miscellaneous work at Shiv
Singhpura Sikar. 5. Maintenance & Operation of Street light at New RHB Colony
Shivsinghpura Sikar (Online/Ofline) invited from interested bidders from 13.05.2026 to
23.05.2026 upto 6.00 PM. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the
Procurement portal https;//eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & https;//rhb.rajasthan.gov.in
department websites.

UBN No.:- RHB2627SLOB00030, 031, RHB2627WSOB00032, 033 & 034
Raj.Samwad/C/26/2522 Dy. Housing Commissioner, Circle-Il, Jaipur

— GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH

.;r .. ANDHRA PRADESH MARITIME BOARD

%f—r‘ (e-Procurement) Online Tender Notice No: 8/SE(S)/ENV/G-
i Dl PORTS/APMB/2025-26, Dated.4.3.2026 (2nd Call Date: 13.05.2026)

This Public nofice 15 served on
behaff of my clenis Sh. Sohan
Lal Sfo Shri Siroman Singh &
amt, Indu Dewl Wi Sh, Sohan
Lal Both Rio Plot No-311, Block-A
Sahipabad Daulatpur Delhi-
110042 disowning their son
namely Sh. Krishan Kumar from
their all movable and snmovable
propery due to cerain issues,
parsonal diffarancas and irmegular
behaviour. Any act done by them
which even include maney,
property, emotional activity is not
related 1o use, Theiy will not be
legally responsibde for any claim
made by them of any kind.
Rahul Jain (Advocate)

C-3'%4, Sec-11, Rohinl, Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTIGE

Maobtice |s hereby given to the|
owners of the followsng units n|
the EWS Block of NRIGHPYC|
EE'—E‘DHI‘,‘ Homes), Palam Vihar, |

wrugram, regarding chronic
default in maintensnce/utility|
dues and structural neglect.;
Caspite formal legal motices!
dated April 27, 2026, the following|
BITEEAFE FRMain unpeid: [
Uit {Owner): EWS-001 (P.R.|
Arora) 1,561,626, EWS-004/
72,803,300 EWS-018 (L. Selhiff
T1,31.045; EWS-018 (A, Shelty)|
T40.1890; EWS-020 (K. Shetty}
a2 2R EWS-105 (V. Thakur)
324601, EWS-113 (5 Dewvi)|
2158668, EWS-214 |M. Bajajl
T2.22.970; EWS-215 (K. Kapoor}|
139,626, EWS-302 (L. Sathi}|
1,06 575, EWS-318 T2.80.582;|
EWS-321 282453, 1246271
Fadure to claar dues and provide|
actess lof struciural salaly
|E:|:|;|ir5 within 7 days will cmpeed|
ina BWA o msfiate Civil Betovary|
Suils, propery atlachmen], and|
AWEGEnsy Infervanlion yvia Ir:g;
Destrict Magistrate under BMNSS
gy, Rarvear Singh, Trestvisong|
Legal S&rvicos !:i]:hamtlw 25, |
Cistric) Courls, Gurugram
5899300094,

fzararal Pubic 15 heeeby miomad fhal
fundler instructions fom and on behalf of
jmycliend BALBIR SINGH 570 GURJEET
SINGH, R, W2l A87, Vishau Gardan
(Hew Dalhi-110018, have discaned’
dubarredidscard his Younger Son KIRAT
;EIHGH Sio BALBIR SINGH fom al his
prnmavabie prooartio s & moveable assets
tand sevenad b refations with him doe tohis
dis-nbadiance and mes-behasior Any body
teaing with bamn, will da at hisfhenthelr
:~:|-'.'|1 risks, cosls and respansibility and my
idlentis and-all b céner family membars
ishall not be rasponsible for any acks dane
i.-.]- i) LG, Triwha [Advocals)
[Ch.Nal4, Tis Hazer Cours, Debi- 10054,

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all public that my client
Mr. Harichand S/o Late Sh. Tarachand
& Smt. Rajkumari W/o Sh. Harichand
R/o A-33, Krishna Park, Khanpur, New
Delhi-110062 have disowned /debarred
his own son namely Rakesh & his son's
wife  (daughter-in-Law)  Namely
Vaishali Gera from all movable and
immovable  properties/assets  and
severed all relations due to their
disobedience and bad behavior. My
client's shall not be responsible for their
any acts and deeds in any manner
whatsoever.

Sd/-

JITENDAR SINGH
Advocate

Ch. No.: 714, Lawyers Block
Saket Court Complex,

New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified for the information of the
general public at large that my client MR. BHANU
PRATAP SINGH S/O SH. MADEY SINGH
MAHAR R/O PLOT NO. 497, SECTOR-1,
VAISHALI, GHAZIABAD, has lost/misplaced the
original documents i.e. Reservation Letter dated
04.07.1992, Information of Plot Letter dated
28.02.1995, Demarcation Letter dated 08.12.1998,
GPA (Doc. No. 11267), ATS, Will dated 30.10.1998
& Freehold Deed dated 30.10.1998 (Doc. No.
5461/5462) in respect of Plot No. 497, Sector-1,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad, those documents are not
traceable, for which Mr. Bhanu Pratap Singh has
also logged an FIR/LAR dated 11.05.2026 for the
same. Any person having any claim, right or interest
by way of agreement, sale, contract, encumbrance or
otherwise may require to give notice of the same to
the undersigned within 21 days from the date of’
publication, failing which any such right, title,
interest, or claim, if any, will be deemed to have
been waived and not binding on our Clients, and
may proceed to conclude the transaction of sale
without reference to the same, if any.
Sd/-
Chandra Kishore Jha (Advocate)
Enrl. D/794-A/1990
Chamber No. E-524, Karkardooma
Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Sh. Sita Ram (aged
around 54 Years) S/o Sh. Boma
Ram and his wife Bhurvi Devi
(aged around 50 Years) both are
resident of RZ-39A, Gali No.7, B-
block Kailash Puri, South West
Delhi, Delhi — 110045 have severed
all their relations and connections
consequently have also disowned,
dis-inherited & debarred their
daughter Roshni from all their
movable and immovable properties
and she is out of control and my
above said clients have serious
temperamental issues with her. In
case any body dealing with her in
any manner, he/she do so at his/her
own risk & responsibility.
ANURAG (Advocate)
Reg. No. D/1097/2021

Online tenders are invited for the work of “Request for Proposal for
Providing Consultancy services for the amendment to the existing
Environmental Clearances and securing approval from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) for the
development of the three Greenfield Ports at Machilipatnam, Krishna
District, Mulapeta, Srikakulam District and Ramayapatnam, Prakasam
District, Andhra Pradesh, by Andhra Pradesh Maritime Board”.
The details can be viewed and download online directly through
www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in from 13.05.2026 onwards. Last date for
submission of online tenders is 01.06.2026 till 04:30 PM.

Sd/- Chief Executive Officer, APMB, Mangalagiri.

Release Order No: 5073PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22 Dt: 11/05/2026

E-AUCTION FOR INSTALLATION, OPERATION AND

MAINTENANCE OF WATER VENDING MACHINES

E-Aucton for installation, oparalion and maintanance of Walkar Vending
machines al New Tinsukia, Mariani Jn,, North Lakhimpur and Dibrugarh
over Tinsukia Division. Rate Unit: Annual Licensing fee. Trips/Days. 1826

Auction Catalogue No. MSS-TSK-WVM-02

Seq No. Lot No./Category Description

MES-TSE-NTSE-WVM-21- At PF1 as mentioned in sketch
251 (Misc-Slatic-Sarvices - plan of Maw Tinsukia with siza
Water Vending Machines)

L e e e rwe

A1

MES-TSK-MXN-WVM-18-25-1
(Misc-Static-Sarvicas - Water
Vanding Machinas)

as mentloned In sketch plan of
Marianl Jn. for WWVM with size
J0 sqft

supreme sacrifice of 4579271X Sep Sangat Singh, SC
who laid down his life in the line of duty on

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

SEP SANGAT SINGH, SC
With profound grief and sorrow, we mourn the
A valiant soldier of exceptional courage and devotion
to duty, he will always be remembered by entire family of 14 MAHAR
for his supreme sacrifice.
Commanding Officer and entire 14 MAHAR Family
GORKHA RIFLES
NK Bhakta Bahadur Rai, L/NK Sher Bahadur Rai & L/NK Jai Prasad

Chhetri of 2/11 Gorkha Rifles (Shingo) Made the supreme sacrifice in
Eastern Sector on 12 May 1966.

e FJ -
/‘J ‘ “ ‘ )
- e -y
NK L/NK - L/NK
Bhakta Sher Bahadur Jai Prasad
Bahadur Rai Rai Chhetri

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security
Force remember its gallant Jawan Head Constable

Bhagwan Singh on his Balidan Diwas.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Naik/Radio Constable/Tailor
Operator Kanhaiya Lal Tiwari
Hussain Beig 49 Bn
5 Sig /49 Bn
01-06-1966 To 15-08-1966 To
12-05-1993 12-05-1993

Veer Balidani  |DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay

Constable solemn tribute to three bravehearts

Dharam Singh |of 49 Bn, who made the supreme

49 Bn sacrifice after being grievously
07-08-1950 To injured in a rocket attack on their

/ 12-05-1993 camp at Rambagh, Srinagar,

Jammu & Kashmir on 12 May 1993.
and pledges never to let their

CRPF salutes the bravehearts
sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Constable Constable/SK
Bayyarapu Prasad B. Khod:anda
113 Bn Ramaiah
113 Bn
18-05-1969 To 10-04-1968 To
12-05-2003 12-05-2003

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to two valiant troopers
of 113 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice while bravely combating a
terrorist attack at the State Bank of India complex in Kupwara, Jammu
& Kashmir on 12 May 2003. CRPF salutes the bravehearts and pledges
never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani _|PG and all Ranks of CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Constable

Constable Mandeep Kumar of 182 Bn, who
Mandeep Kumar |,4e the supreme sacrifice after
182 Bn being grievously injured in a fierce
06-04-1991 To |encounter with militants during a
12-05-2018 cordon and search operation at
Chinarbag, Pulwama, Jammu &

Al PF1 mentlonad in The skelch
plan of Morth Lakhimpur with
size 30 sqft

Al F'-F1. as mantioned in the
sketch plan of Ditrugarh for
WM with size 30sglt near
Drinking water

Auction Start Date & Time: At 11:30 hrs. & Closing at
12:30 hrs. of 22-06-2028, Prospeclive bidders are requesiaed
lo visit E-Auction Leasing IREPS wabsilo
WWW.IrEps, gov.in

MES-TSK-NLP-WVM-20-25-1
(Misc-Static-Sarvices - Water
Vanding Machines)

AAT

MSS-TSK-DBRG-WVM-19
25-1 (Misc-Static-Services -
Water Vending Machines)

AAE

Module an

Divisional Commercial Manager (IC), Tinsukia

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Sarving Crmidumesd W A Sdiile

GOVERNMENT OF MIAHARASHTRA,
HOME DEPARTMENT (PORTS &
TRANSPORT)

MAHARASHTRA MARITIME BOARD

Indian Mercantile Chambers, 2nd Floor, Ramjibhai Kamani Marg, Ballard
Estate, Mumbai- 400001,
Tel- 022-69041777, Fax: 022-69041740

Website : https://mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in
Email : ceo.mmb@maharashtra.gov.in/ ceommb@gmail.com

E-Tender Notice- (Year 2026-27)

Main Portal : https://mahatenders.gov.in

DIGITALLY signed E-Tender for following work is invited by Chief
Executive Officer, Maharashtra Maritime Board, Mumbai, from Registered
with Government of Maharashtra in appropriate class and having
experience in Environment works, for following work in B1 Tender Form.

Sr. Name of Work Earnest Blank Tender
No. Money form amount
Amount in in Rs.
Rs.
Empanelment of Nabet Accredited
Environmental Consultants For Obtaining
Crz Clearance, Environmental Clearance
Including Preparation of Environmental
1. | Impact Assessment (Eia) Report,| 1,00,000/- 1,180/-

Environment Management Plan (Emp) And
Forest Clearance, Ecologial Sensitive Zone
Clearance For Various Marine Infrastructure
Projects.

The details can be viewed online and downloaded directly from the
Government of Maharashtra E-Tendering Portal
https://mahatenders.gov.in on 14.05.2026 at 12.00 to 28.05.2026 at 17.00
hours (IST).

The right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason is
reserved.

Sd/-
Environment Engineer,
Maharashtra Maritime Board, Mumbai

DGIPR-2026-27/721

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Jammu and Kashmir Power
Transmission Corporation Ltd

Office of the Executive Engineer
Transmission Line Maintenance Division-I (TLMD-I), Bemina, Srinagar
Ph. No. 0194-2492427, e-Mail ID: timd1-bemina@jk.gov.in

@

Tender Extension Notice
Subject: Tender Extension Notice for e-NIT mentioned below:

e-NIT No Tender Work Description No of
Ref ID Bids
received

01/JKPTCL/TLM | 2026 PDD |Creation of new 33kV line bay|Two (02)
D-1/SGR/2026- | 308121 1 |for Khyber Industries Pvt Ltd at
27; Dated: 100MVA, 132/33kV  Grid
18.04.2026 Station Khonmoh alongwith
SITC of all allied indoor and
outdoor accessories

Kashmir on 12 May 2018. For his gallant action, he was posthumously
awarded the Police Medal for Gallantry. CRPF salutes the braveheart
and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

6@6l Q@QYG 61S WEaee UDISHAPOWER TRANSMISSION
a8 S @8 == (ORPORKTION LIMITED

| *:rl_:'ﬁ'n DETSIRIRE S5 GIENG ) e A Gowerrrnen] of Ddisha Undertakingh
Aegd, Oifice: GPTCL Tech Tower, Janpaih, Saheed Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751007

Odisha Power Transmission Corporation Limited
(OPTCL), Bhubaneswar, invites bids from eligible
bidders for"IT Facility Management Service”.The
last date & time of Submission of Bid Dt, 25.05,2026 up

to 12:00 Hrs,
The interested bidders may visit OPTCL's official website

http:/ /www.optcl.co.in and
www.tenderwizard.com/OPTCL for detail

specification. Sd/-
HIPR-11/2026-27 Chief General Manager (C.P.C)

@ (D@ /optcl.odisha &/optcl_odisha
4001-75-2627

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr. DEEEMLGEEE for and on behalf of President of India, invites open e-lender for
tre undiar neded wiork:

1 ?Tenr:lar Motice No. : 232-Elect-EMU-WEC-06-25-26

2 [Mame of the work : Rehebifitation/Repair of Traction Motor of 700 HP Make-
{CGL fitted in Tower wagon at EMU Car Shed, Ghaziabad

3 | Tender cost - NIL

4 | Approximate cost : Rs. 82 54,017 48 inclustva of GET

5 |Eamest Money : Rz 1,65, 100.00 {onfing paymant mode available on IREPS websita)

& |Completion pariod : 24 Months.

7

a

]

OIPR/4001/4011/1/26-27/0008

| Validity of offer : 60 days
{Date & Time from tender advertised on IREPS website : 11.05 2026, 15:29
|Date & Time from tender submission start and end : 01.06.2026 to
{15.06,2026, 15:00
10 | Tender closing Date & Time : 15 08,2026, 1500 Hrs
11 |Date & Time of tender Opening (immediately when tender submission
|__lends) : 15062026, 1500 Hrs.
12 ;’l‘-‘uhlhr:aunﬁ cosat allocatian | 07049132
Mot 1; All participant Tenderen Tenderers will submil their regquisite documents along
with thelr tender offer. "Moo post tender correspandence for submission of additional
document shall be entertained afier cpening of the Technical & Commercial offer
Even suo-modo post tender letters of the tenders shall ba treated as null & waid".
Mote 2: Duplicate docwments should naot be enclosediupg loaded.
Tendes Nolice 5 avaitable on website of www.ireps.govin
Mo.: 232-Elect-EMU-WC-06-25-26 Dated: 11.05.2026 1576/2026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS

KATHUA
Fax/Phone No.: 01922-234010

T
'y ™ -I-
Brd)
-1 4
5

Sonme

- mail: sspkathua@jkpolice.gov.in

LOOK OUT NOTICE

On 03-05-2026, one Sudesh Kumar S/O Krishan Chand R/O Village Dhar Dugnoo
Tehsil Billawar District Kathua lodged a written report at P/S Billawar stating therein
that his daughter namely Sunita Devi, age 20 years is missing from Home. The
complainant tried his best to search his daughter but all in vain. On this, missing report
vide DD No. 18 dated 04-05-2026 has been entered at Police Station Billawar.

During the course of investigation, best efforts were made to locate missing individual,
whereas she is still un-traced.

As such Description Roll/Photograph of said missing individual is being shared with the
appeal that anybody having clue/information about her whereabouts may inform us
accordingly. The informer will be rewarded suitably:-

18.04.2026.
Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
No.: TLMD-I/TS/01A/26-27/509-13 TLMD-1st Bemina Sgr

Dated: 11.05.2026

DIPK-NB-442/26 — DATE 11 MAY 2026

Due to inadequate response, the last date for submission of e-bids and DESCRIPTION ROLL i PHOTOGRAPH
opening of Techno-Commercial bids for the above mentioned e-NITs is Name _Su?ita Devi |
hereby extended as under: Father Krishan Chand |
Permanent Address | Village Dhar Dugnoo |
1. |Last date for submission of e-Bid 21.05.2026 (02:00 PM) Present Address T T T R
2. |Last date for submission of Hard Copy of e-| 22.05.2026 (04:00 PM) Tehsil Billawar |
Bid in the office of the Executive Engineer i(’h"e Station ]23(1)113W3r |
. . ge years [
TLMD-I, Bemina, Srinagar Toight o |
3. |Date for online opening of Techno-|23.05.2026 (02:00 PM) Complexion IEE=
Commercial e-Bid Built  Wheatish |
Face _Oval | i
Further, the NIT under discussion may be treated dispatched from the Eyes  Black | '
undersigned office vide Letter No.: TLMD-I/TS/01A/26-27/195-200; Dated: Languages known  Hindi/ Dogri | ¥ |

Any information related to the whereabouts of the subject may be communicated on
following contacts:-

1. DPO Kathua- 01922-234010 (Phone/Fax)

2. dpokathua@jkpolice.gov.in (Mail ID)

3. PCR Kathua- 01922-234311(Phone/Fax) Sd/-

4. Police Station Billawar — 01921-22022

DIP/J-1844/26, Date 11 May 2026

Sr. Superintendent of Police,
Kathua.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

New Delhi
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TENDER NOTICE ks

| NODAL OFFICER/

B GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

OPENING

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: “UJJWAL"Y, Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248008

Telephones: 0135-2TEI808, Fax: D135-2TE3508
CIN No. D40101UR200M SGC025866 Wehsite: www.ujvnl.com

Lettar Mo: 306 Tender Motice Date: 11,05/ 2026

Office of the Executive Enginesr (Maintenance} Tiloth Power House,
Uttarkashi invites sealed tender from interested partios. Brief summary of
tanderis givan balow:

Tender No.: 03/EE(M)/2026-27

MName of Work: Repairing & rewinding of different induction motors & pumps
of Tikoth Power House, Uttarkashi,

Estimated Cost: ¥ 15,83.591.00 (Taxes Exira)

Date of availability of bid document on website: 12.05 2026

Last date of submission of tender: 03.06. 2026 Ul 16:00 hre.

For fuller & furthar detalls, kindly visit our wabsite. The tender documeanis
can ba downloaded from tha Nigam's website “hitps fujvnl.uk.gov.in®™.

Executive Engineer (Maintenance)

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"

WTETETE O TG TareeT,
g eTA s g
Jeere we ey et ererH (srerdi)
e w0 708, Feer-T (O wike dam)
sirarras flyesr mreelt, P, rern-202007
g cdsupjn3si@gmall.com

-15

L.No.: 503/ E-Tender/ 48
Dated : 08.05,2026

stearenta 8- e g (2nd Call)
ger wEw wd fFom @ s W
FUTEIRNT gT s stefins
uf¥emr Heepns debhway, A $
am ey 19 2@ usfhed feg @i
&1 wiivfgr »id, s |
w0 367.80 @ (Sfovwodio wim

HIMACHAL PRADESH

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

CORRIGENDUM
Tenders called online mode vide this office letter No. PWF/CB/II-C/ Tender
Publication/2026:- 249-275 dated 10.04.2026 and further Corrigendum No.
541-47 dated 20.04.2026 for the work Construction of additional
accommodation (50 bedded) Civil Hospital at Fatehpur Tehsil Fatehpur
Distt. Kangra (HP) Deposit work (SH:- Construction of building portion
including water supply and sanitary installation site development boundary
wall, gate rain water harvesting system approach road, etcetera). The starting
for Downloading of Bid on dated 30.04.2026 and Deadline for submission
of Bid 08.05.2026 & Technical Bid to be opened on dated 11.05.2026. Now
the starting for Downloading of Bid on dated 15.05.2026 at 11.00 AM and
Deadline for submission of Bid 22.05.2026 at 5.00 PM & Technical Bid to

ud a4 du alia) #g doevs do
THD l"r arere aetfee ﬂﬂﬂ 3 ot
k@ fRwie 25.06.2026
HAATE 1Tm'l Tl @ g-FfE
i I i "'ﬂ
e oS R 11.05.2026 ¥
f& & 25.05.2026 % e T UE T
N ) e-procurement SRR
https://etender.up.nic.in ¥
AT W ow waa # e
g-fafaer fasne  26.05.20268 ol
14:00 wat uftdrorn g, gfve

35, Hovvs Aovwo, Fouo o P
(7riT), W W WrEy @ |
g=[=19ar wor o e o 10,000.00
+GST (18%) e W0 11,800.00 T4

FITH=

5 ;‘ Moradabad Development Authority

L:J Soafor 13, Delhi Road, New Moradabad, Moradabad, Uttar Pradesh - 244 001
Refermnce Mumber. B4/MDAProperty 20246 Diated:; 11-05-26

RFP for Selection of an Agency for Transaction Advisory Services for Sale

of Bullt-UP Residential Properties of Moradabad Development Authority
Proposals are invitad in response to the above RFF. Deiailed BFP document is
avallable on the E- Procurement Portal of Government of LUitar Pradesh
[hitp:letender.up.mic.in] and Moradabad Development Authonty's websiie
[hittp:ifwenw.mdamoradabad. up.gow.in] from 12/08/20286.
Inlerested Bidders are reguirad o apply online on the E-procuremant websita
an or hafore 28/05/2026. Pre-bid conferencea is schaeduled for 18052026, 1230
hrs (1ST) via Google Maet link: hitps:im Lomipzu-hbon-nvu, The
technical bids will ba opened on 3000512026, 1.2:00 hrs {IST). Bidders shall nola
thiat the response o pre-bid gueries, comigendum and addendum if any, shallbe
avallable onthe E- Procurement Portal [hitp:etender. up,nic.inl and Moradabad
Development Authority's website [htip2iwew.mdamaradabad.up.govin] and
shall not be separataly adveriised.
In case of any quenas, canlact- In Charge Proparty, Moradabad Devalopmanl

R N :

Autharity, Moradabad, Email: mdamoradabad2018&@gmail.com. Secretary

NAME OF AMOUNT / WEBSITE
;1:' BOARD/CORP./ gg%lég i&%ﬁﬁ CII‘) (?gli G EMD (APPROX.) IN | OF THE BOARD/CORP./ CONTACT
AUTH DATE (TIME) RUPEES AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
AUGMENTATION OF WATER |

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY , SEWERAGE , DRAINAGE

05.05.2026 Rs. . 01292411649
1 | CORPORATION, SYSTEM AND STREET https://etenders.hry.nic.in

25.05.2026 | 1870.26 LACS xenmcf3@gmall.com

FARIDABAD LIGHTENING IN VILLAGE SIHI,

FARIDABAD IN WARD NO 39

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No- 45025/HRY

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

TENDER NOTICE By

OPENING
SR. NAME OF NAME OF WORK DATE AMOUNT/ WEBSITE NODAL OFFICER/
No. BOARD/CORP./ NOTICE TENDER CLOSING EMD (APPROX.) IN | OF THE BOARD/CORP./ CONTACT
AUTH DATE (TIME) | RUPEES AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
MUNICIPAL CLEANING OF DRAIN'S IN |Closing Dat
OS1n, ate -
| | COMMITTEE, ° AS PER DNIT | hitps:/fetenders hrynic.n | 992801958 secy- -
MEHAM M.C. AREA MEHAM 15.05.2026 meham@ulbharyana.gov.in

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No- 45028/HRY

Hon. Balasaheb Thackeray Agribusiness
and Rural Transformation (SMART)
Project(www.smart-mh.org)
E-TENDER NOTICE NO (2026_DOAWB_1300686_1)

Constructions Of Warehouse 1000MT

The Government of Maharashtra is implementing the World Bank-
funded SMART Project. Hanuman Sangavi Vividh
Karykarisahakari Vikas Seva Sansths Limited, Sangavi Tq.
Baramati Dist. Pune is one of the beneficiaries under the project
and inviting online bids on https://mahatenders.gov.in for above
mentioned works. The estimated cost of work is Rs. 119.00 lakhs
(Including GST). The last date for submission of online bid is
10/06/2026 up to 02:00 PM. Any updates or notices shall be
published on aforementioned websites only.
District Implementation Unit, SMART Project Dist. Pune

B GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [TENIEINGNEY

OPENING

| NAME OF AMOUNT / WEBSITE NODAL OFFICER/
;l;' BOARD/CORP./ ll\j?)gqllég i&%lélli C].I4) (1;:1}; G EMD (APPROX.) IN | OF THE BOARD/CORP./ CONTACT
. AUTH | DATE (TIME) | RUPEES AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
THE HARYANA STATE SHORT TERM E-TENDERS/ E-

COOPERATIVE SUPPLY | AUCTIONS FOR PURCHASE OF 200 MT

SOYABEAN REFINED OIL FOR HAFED
AND MARKETING 08.05.2026
FEDERATION OIL MILL, REWARI AND NARNAUL. Rs. 2,00,000/- wwwhafed.govin || o gﬁﬁ%miﬂ o
THE DETAILS ARE AVAILABALE ON | 22.05.2026 -OUmIs Egmar.c

LIMITED, PANCHKULA
(HAFED)

https://etenders.hry.nic.in AND
www.hafed.gov.in

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

NPCL

HIOOA FOSEN COMPAMNT LEBNTED

TENDER HNOTICE
E Tender (Commercial & Technical) are imifed for following job from all mterested bidders

No- 45041/HRY

Noida Power Company Limited
Electric Sub Sation, Krowledge Park-IV, Greater Noida-201310
(LN, LS 0P85 PLCD 455
12.05.2026

be opened on dated 23.05.2026 at 11.00 AM. g 1 e 9wt fr‘l{i_l‘l"." e 2
The other terms and conditions of the tender notice will remain un-changed. | | & #1 TaHTge www.cds upjn.org NIT No. Tender DEEF nph_{:" .- ok st &5!;;;:; gﬂ;ﬁ;ﬁﬁ
Exccutive Engincer | |77 91#uldsz aida https:il - NPCLFY25-261LT JTGKIONZ ANNUALRATECONTRACT | o5 |ace | i
v HTaT wmeave A f&iaes Dated 12 05 2026 OF SUPPLY OF ; | 2-05-2026 TO 02-06-2026
No:- PWF/CB/II-C/Tenders/2026 Fatehpur Division HPPWD, | [etender.up.nic.in 7% @UHe §| CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD AR LT JOINTING KITS {Up to 15:00 Hours)
No. 0746/2026/2027/HP Fatehpur | |59 WUl& 3 (Corrigendum) .

| AT WY A T U (A Navratna Undertaking of Gowvt. of India)

Cost of Individual Tender Document (Incl. GST) Rs 1180/-

For other tender details and further amendment/corrigendum, please visit our website
www.noidapower.com-->Procurement-->Tenders

hitps:lletender.up.nic.in 78 &l
woare R W, e guE o
®ig wdrmE Al e @R
Figrarst e e e a
o UNATEE w1 AHO-9Ed 9

TENDER NOTICE (E-Tendaring Mode Only)
O fenders in Single Bid sysiem are invited dor fofowing work, The bid document can andy be
oawniaedad afiar paying A5, 1000 through anline fram e websta iwww. tendenwizard.com/CCIL).
L [Hr:]l:-'l".ll_'- l ,_.Ii_:Nl."l.H IF.-'.'I.' IMF"LF' 5-'-'|LJ'I. 'I.'J'I.E.I?i:l.gﬁ

[ Name EL,'::"I:.I Instalation, Ta:lru: and Cammiss: aning of 01 Mo. Pitless Elecironic in-motian -"'=|gh
of the | Bridge of 140 MT capacily (as par RDS0 specification Mo WD-28-MISC-19 R -1 fatest]

DGM (CMM)

JaQaus &as Jar natan

iz
e ensts—-2e9a0a

dem 23/ 17 / sefo(afeowon) / 6-2 / 2025-26 BATS: 11 98, 2026 | asrsir ot | wark | chiing constueton of weagnbridge racen o0 Tumkey Bass inchuding CANC of 140MT
ﬁ'ﬁfﬁ'{ EIMWE for & years 5t MMLP-SALAWAS {Rajasthan)
i tﬁ fa ﬁﬂ! f Parind of Canfract 12 fer SITC and Six years for CAME alta a1l d
} i 2023 "IMPORTANT" Ef.-lmaﬁﬁ ".'.-|IZ|:--“"F aract Hi IS:hl'-'ﬁ'-'l:lr‘:zl.I |r'drr||-=|':-::=|r-'1frcr-sx‘i-1t:r| ——
SR "'.l":'-' o w & (3 i (Mg weam 99) 992025 VVhilSt Care 1S aken orior & Eamast Money Depasit (') [Re. 1,02, 542 - {iheough e-payment)
T fom Aems 9= A-1DRIS-12025 9T 11 oy, 2025 BT stcare s laken p .O. o D_ﬁlr:Terr"PrEmn'a'u“ A= 10CH- |"|I:J5.|'E|"'.'-||||r.=.E-\.|:F|"|DJ|IE5||||"|:\J§|'|E"E’nl'ﬂE:'ll
; ol oy _ acceptance of advertising . PR No.-379275
iAot wEide W T £ RAwnm o afceiam ':'-F-_l'- i 2 1'-}'- copy, itis not possible to verify Tendir procassing lie Rs. 3026/ inclusive of 18% GST) through a-gaymsent which isnon-nahundabhy
. ’ . Diate of Sae (Oniine mode) | From 12.05, 2026 & 1500 Hrs oo 02.06. 2026 up o 15:00 Hrs. qq !|I]I|'E|i'; iﬂﬂ[" 'IQ!' ?a “E' Eﬁ[ﬂq ;ﬂ?—l‘]

u"l 1'.'.” I_I :q1: i 1 i E | !.- r"'T HE | L '_"l'.|1 ."'l.! Uy -{i !1 I'l‘l Il"ll 1.] ..... |tS ContentS. The Indlan LLDi’IlI]iB-II;ﬂ:I'::;UTH'lf; II_II-..:-H"I"II_."I' Glllr Il-\.:ll:l_l:;d EE-:;D-HEE"J\'I IFI::FP:III:Ilm'JLII-”k I.-I;a!l_.“‘k:.-“.lll,l d a g ﬂngr ]'-'[-I -E ﬁ Iﬂ-
ll"q'!'. J’#""‘.'.‘. 11:—:;!"11'1 "'Iﬂﬂ ]'"'1_'* ?'.; -f:'- '.-TrT::i': Jga & T N | ..-."T‘:-F E;Ereelgsre(sp)(lj—r;r;gleedfgra.snlzlsol"‘t D3|E|5-|_II'|'.E'D':E'FEI'IF?;D”E"'IE:E'T __m.l:'l.l.d:'EElEHGHE'EFS. - 3" 1":!_"11'.-' "'\-'r"i"'k.:"'”'u-l hj_l__l.‘!lﬂn H"“".-I \FF_"‘I":""’I\_?‘L"':'I} 'EI—I' |_|an I TT m',_ﬂl-“"'l ﬁ']:]__‘r,r m —I'I—r".i"'c
22 WIEl, 2026 T WO (TEETE) SO i @ ol w@eie e * Theough e-Faymenl & ey HEI-1591, fEse—06.05 2026 & el H SINETE e & AglEd aea,

contents, nor for any loss or

> COMCOR rezanies (ha nght 1o mepact any o ab the tendens wilbout asgigning any reasans fhereal, Far
damage incurred as aresult of

qe andtigran i o -
complete detais logon lowww lendarwizard. comiCCIL. o0 0 Ganaral ManagerTachnical, [Anea-1)|

firsi

(Twyina) oden ¥
(e weemor fav

ur=1is
) i

A “H“-f waoE W @
afvems

ST

sgfaE o, srordvers od wer gl & wra-wEsi & o g ad-2026—27 bg HS

ANT-2020 W 11062038 | | transactions with companies, e sruTe R qver ureiia wragle aien, 2020 (Wi, 2026) sl smes
i oifte o fea o &) anoiio) = ;3’1:.“!.;;' Py AL (i re) ohen associations or individuals mnl:n CABLE COMPANY LIMITED = - . ﬁ ;E
w1 oftem it e, ifm aeR- -'1" gt A AquTEE W advertising in its newspapers Kerala Government Company) P @ | G715 —14.05.2025 ¥ 20.06.2026 TF ¥l WA & B FHEG OGP H
o iy i qe or Publications. We therefore SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY Kochi, Kerala - State. HHEAT AT =

gHIfa Y r"" =1<'5'.* ? e vfen | wisfaa @
& WrEEE | e 12.05.2026 © AWM &
veffa fd s =0fm (osfe) ohar &

vl & arare '-'TJ CH recommend that readers

=T psc.uk.gov.in 53 make necessary inquiries
A5E anaidmt =) before sending any monies

Tel: 9495256896/9496292907

head. purchaseotracocable.com

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
EQ s invited through E-Tender

E-TENDER NOTICE FOR
VARIOUS WORKS

Sr.MNo. (1) E-Tendar Mo.; B44-5T-

W aeaf, agfEE HEEEIF 1d foerar &) sHeamr 9T, s,
i Eﬁ H‘Fﬂ HE—1591, (S TH—06.05.2026 & el H SWEUS I & ST ERT e,

eI et i 48 qj b ) SR ot ek swadda] | O entering into any TENDER-2026, Date: 06.05.2026, Systom from the axpens for shifting HR] B0 u1||i1 AT S q— o Fal T & - ® B A ad—2026—27 ?’j S
2 zu ¥ g Per el i Reame-uy uas | | 29reements with advertisers Work: “S&T work in connection wiih of cable manufacturing machines s wrauTa e qver e i srEafy e 2020 GIeEE, 2026) ST amEE
L k' e il i L ol e 2 or otherwise acting on an from Irimpanam to Thiruwalla

{1} Devalopmaniupgradation of Vianda
Sharai chalr car mainlenance dapal at
Bilaspur & (2) Upgradation ol rodling
in examination facility for coaching
maintenance, (3} Upgradalion of
Freight Activities Monitoring Centre
at HOr's office & (4) Selting up of
hechamnzred Laundry of Capacity 10
tors par Day {.e. 5 tons per shifl) at
Bilzspur®, Tender Value: ¥
1.87.85.205.1% (T One Crore Elghty

2 [ =
Ly B L]

el o for fevias—14-05.2026 ¥ 20.06.2026 o@ A+ [ ST 2 981 S |
2. Ja e &6 9y wfEeri gerad vE |

unitand to be mstalled thera .
The details can be downloaded
from www.tracocable.com
wwhw.etenders. kerala.gov
The last date of receipt of

ECI s on o hefore 20,05.2026,

IH.nn.'lging Oirector, Traco Cablo Company Limited
KOLHAPUR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION,CITY

e

advertisement in
manner whatsoever.

any

(wets waw yreda) ufa

SIXAUs HIDRE
apfior orf e, orRluice afSkiar o1 orRlias,

9y e, spfaarf seurn |
PR.MNO.3TE510 Schedule Tribe, Schedule Caste, Minority and Backward Class Welfare Department{26-27): D

UJVN LIMITED

H.Ou: "UJIWAL"Y, Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248008

qfig dedn, a1 GAEeTay Had, yuvarers, fiREg save —s815301
S—yafifaer smizv =

.*:'EE’_ WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT

Telephones: 0135-2T63808, Fax; 0135-2763508

Seven Lakh Eighty-Five Thousand Nine CIN No, U4101UR20015GC025866 Website: www.ujinl.com
S 0 —12/R1/2026-27/RWIVEE/GIRIDIH R — 08.08.2026 1 a7 frr, s v, fifiis | | Hundred Five ana Ninetean Paise | | E T€NAer (mahaetenders.gov.in) Extension | e reh der Time Extension Notice-1 bate. 11052026
BT e & aam e-procurment vy @ Fidar sl @ 2 | thiyl. Earmest Boney DepasiCy Tender Work no. Publish News |Extensionl| |Bue o unavaidabla circumstances the date of submission and apening of
I L — j:." 3, M- (X T"'TI*-"E Lakhs EE*-'E"!'{:' Notice No date paper no. foliowing tenders invitad by tha office of EE(M), MB-II:
s i _: Five Thousand Seven Hundred Only) 1I}IEE|:H]||'I|IE-I.‘I|'2DEE-ET 11.|'EE|:H].'HBJIL'ZIIJEE-2? 12/EE (MYMB-IV2026-27
w0 AT rthr' e W W (e W) | e | e Wi Submission of Tandar: Uplo 15.00 name 1. Procurement of Lower bush housings for 78 MW Turbines al Dharasa
P R T (1) JRardie For ,4-*,- 1T e T s f;-r;- TR | e "Iﬂur.i on EE.Ui..E_EIEE. 07/2026-27 | 2,3,9,10,11, | 30/04/2026 | Indian 2 Tgr%rc!:?:;iu{fE%IIISLS:E;EE}?IEUSH for Turbine al Dharasu Power House,
| LAY ke ol il e s The compiete informalion of abave 20,21,22 Express ME-II, Uttarkashi .
T AGEE g B e-Tender Nolice |s avallable over / sakal 3. Procurement of TGB spares for turbine at Dharasu Power House, MB-11,
| RWIVGIRIDIHY { [§) HIEE e,{+|| e B s B4 wibnites: hitpa: fwww. reps.gov.in ] Uttarkazhi
. q.rph.'_ﬂ_ﬁ_.ﬁ_“q e S | (o-a28s o) |5 ose pna g | TS . o Bids other than a-bids shall not be Due to no Response for the above work, date| |isharatyaxtended as follows -
| | N (i) B e tE B AR as W | =i = A sccepled against above Tendar Extension is being given From Date 12/05/2026 to Date Iﬁiset;i:::%frsnt;j:;r:lali:%rmm:;:_Iudr:ser -1§;G§52§§§Eu:ﬁt*?l13lﬁﬁﬂﬁ£rs'
=23 e o1 Sk LT Divi. Sig. & Tele. Engi " . - 22,05, : :
I-:r.. I!'il'; ) FeTe] | |_.|I:|. ?:-.l:lr.'. HOHID ol I::1 CPR/1O :':II : g II':.': ) H“::i :1::: 1 9/05/2026. The TermS & Condltlons Of Earller Tender Far L‘-I-!lelltﬁll criteria and fuller & further details k.lhdl!.ll visit our webhsite
(iv) g g9 ATEEE W RO o e - . — . will be same. www. uttarakhandjalvidyut.com Bidders are advised to regularly visit our
| ) ARG IE f Bz Exsl Central Railway M dsoorsl d/—
l qe o5 Hgere wrd ) (FEo-2e00 fodio) ] | e B s i S . website for further details. subsequent addendum! corrigendum/
2, dwarge # friEEr merm @ - 14.05.2026 Hydraullc_ Engineer ] CRRGENDN B, Executive Engineer
3. g=Tafasy wift o) aifds 8 od w9 24.05.2026 SITRIE 5.00 70 TF | Kolhapur Municipal Corporation. “AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"
4, f=fae = & R g 99T 26,05, ?u?ﬁ AURTEA 3.30 9 |
5, [=fereT s e e et @ s o gon- erdares sfden, arir e Ry, and
g, feste, oefte o, s wmeeonsry wiae, uaerets, ffdte, sregvs — aisam ""v“'r"' UTOAl DAl WA _
, L A g e e s s i ) EAST CENTRAL RALLWAY (2] UTTARAKHAND POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
o wmar & fom dawmde www jharkhandtenders.govin % 530 @ W@ # —_ ElEﬂQ_E_ﬂﬂGTICE Victoria Cross Vijeta Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan, Kanwall Road, Dehradun -248001
- q{q‘q—; fhraia No.09 of 2026-27 (Open)-Enga/DDU Corporate ldentity No. US0109UR20015GC025867 /2358, Telephone-{0135)-2763672-76, Fax-(0135)-2760289 Website: www.uktenders.gov.in

E-TENDER NOTICE (NIT)
Uttarakhand Power Corporation Ltd. Dehradun invites e-tender for following work as detailed below:

On line (through e-tendering) for the
falfowing work & inviled by DEMERgaTOU

PR 379452 REO(26-27).D

aqrefier aird R wrd usved, ffvdis |

for and on behall of the President of India sl MName of work Tender | Estimated | MAAT for | Earnest | Costof Date & | Last Date & Date of
from experienced and financially as wedl as No, Specificatios | Cost (in ¥ | best three | Money | tender | timeof [time of online | opening of
m am C B k e-AUCTION technically sound contractors including No. Lac) yearsout | (in¥) |document| Prebid | requestfor |bid Part-lin
aﬂﬂra an NDT":E those. enlisted with the Raitway, CPWD, of last five including |conference| Tenderand | online and
SRR S A Government of India Undertaking BSNL, MES. PWD and other public sactar financial GST (in?) | inonline |Submissionof | offline
(S 0om=™  ARM BRANCH, VIPIN KHAND,GOMTI NAGAR, LUCKNOW-226010 RIS s yoars mode | tenderin mode
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable/Movable Properties under the Tender No. 05-DDU-SR DEN -1I-26-27 iRl tac) mﬁﬂlﬁi‘ue
Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, {i) Name of work with its |‘:‘““_“" . = _ B T YR T VT
2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) & 9 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Upgradation of RGM/Machine siding : nhnatr.u ':"-';:" ’L < 3 : ”t_"h 2x. i CCP-1/5/ 1253.76 1880.64 |25.08 Lac | 29,500.00 1.6.2026 2.6.2026
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below |  facilities at Gaya, GRRU, RFJ, PES and 1 '5“ Et;ﬁ*:r.l ( ; :II EIJ“”]” . e 'hal.-' 2026-2047 upts A
described Immovable,/Movable properties mortgaged, charged to the Secured Creditor, the symbolic possession of | DOS under ADENDOS and ADENGAYA, S Tt; it Tt bl 17:00hrs 15:300rs
which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Canara Bank, will be sold through e-auction on "As iswhere s, | (i) Advertised Value: Rs. 22043530.26, L
“Asiswhatis”, and “Whateverthere is without recourse™ basis as per following detalls, (iii) Earnest Money: Rs 441000 00 Construction of 2x12.5MVA, 33/ 11":|"" ccr-ifs/ | 164453 | 246680 |32.90Lac |29.500.00| 20.5.2026 | 162026 2.6.2026
. 5 Tender No. 06-DDU-SR DEN -II-26-27 Substation with (2x0.6Km) 33KV Lilo | 2026-2027 at upto at
LAST DATE uF HECEI PT uF EMD " 2?-“5-2“25‘ UPTU 11| 59 FM :]] Name of work with its location line & Moz BEI-',:' |:|_|||-_'| nnﬂn] for E':{FII"ES-S- 12:00 hrs 17:00hrs 15:-45hrs

feeder and 11KV feeder at Ukhimath
[Baanswara) in Distt-Rudraprayag and

DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION : 28.05.2026, 10:00 AM TO 2:00 PM

Replacement of Deap lubeweall at SSM

5L NAME & ADDRESS OF EORROWER(S), DESCRIPTION DF IMMOVABLE/ RESERVE PRICE TOTAL station against deep tubewed] coming under _
MORTGAGOR(S) & GUARANTOR(S) MOVABLE PROPERTIES EMD DEPOSIT |  LIABILITIES the allgnment af new déveloping circulating 2 |Construction of 2x5MVA, 33/11KV
Below mentioned Sale Notice (5.No. 1) Dated: 04.05.2026 area (Souih side} along with pump house Substaton at (Guptkashl
1 |1. Mohd Farid Khan {Borrower) S/0 Afazal [A piece of Abadi Land situated at|? 45,70,000,/- | ¥29,52,482.52 |  and water supply pipeline with other Madmaheshwar] with SNos 33KV Bay
Khan Mohalla Kotpurvl Nawaban Hasanpur- | Mohalla Kot west Town Hasanpur. F4.57,000/- | plusint w.ef. ancillary work under ADEN/DOS, at 33/11KV Sub-station with {2x1.5Km
244241 Area22B8.93 Sgmt 01.05.2026 (ii] Advertised Value: Rs. 740365475, proposed express feeder +1.3Km
2. Mr. Noushad (Guarantor) S/0 Hanif| Boundaries:- East- House of Jamshed +other expenses | (i) Earnest Money: Rs. 148100.00 Ukhimath old line) 33KV Lilo Line, 11KV
Village Manota, Hasanpur-244.241 Khan, West- House of Jameer Ahmad, minus amount Tender No, 04-DDU-SR DEN -1-26-27 feeder in Distt-Rudrapravag on turn key
North- House of Haiyaaz Khan, South- paid; recovered 3 ot it basiz under SASCI Scheme.
House of Wasaem Khan thereafter, If any (V) THADRE -OF Work WL Tix. \oehsol =

Casual Renawal of Rall Including Glued
joints and through slesper Rencwal for TTR
in MPO-DDU under ADEN/2/DDU,

For further details, please visit our website www.uktenders.gov.in.
No.: 337/1/EE(cm)/UPCL/A-2, Date: 11/05/2026

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
CORPORATE {C&P-1)

LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF EMD : 25.05.2026 UPTO 11:59 PM

DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION : 30.05.2026, 10:00 AM TO 2:00 PM

NAME & ADDRESS OF BORROWER(S), DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE/ RESERVE PRICE TOTAL [""} Advertised Value: Rs. T278737.01, SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATIONS IRET-R NI N:1T]|+ R+ EEUE EtE"Etricit"b‘I {Tﬂ'” Free No. 1512]
sL MORTGAGOR(S) & GUARANTOR(S) MOVABLE PROPERTIES EMDDEPOSIT |  LIABILITIES (vi) Earnest Money: Ris. 145600.00 "Pay Electricity Bill Online 24 x 7 from www.upcl.org" (For information on Electricity
Below mentioned Sale Notice (5.No, 2) Dated: 06.05.2026 {vii) Closing Date & time for submission theft, informer may report to Toll Free No. 1800 1804185 0405 /Fax No. 0135-2760911)
ey of e-lander: 20.05.2026 | Up-to 1200 hrs,
2 (1. M/s Narayan Paper Cup and Dauna|Double Story Building at Gata Mo.-| ¥21,00,000/- | ¥52 88,010.86 3 IR, ; —
Udyog {Borrawer) Mear Kali Mandir Krishna | 655 Krishna Kunj Colony, Bahjoi,| ¥ 2,10,000/- | plus Int. w.e.f. (viii) Website particulars of &}' MADHUSUDAN LAW UNIVERSITY
Kun| Bahjol U.P-244410 Bahar Chungi Bahjoi, Tehsil 01.09,2025 e-tendering: wwi.ireps.gov.in LY 8
2. Mrs. Bhudei {Partner & Mortgagor) W/ o | Chandausi, Distt-Sambhal, + other expenses D"’“'”g“ltﬂg'l“flrl ’23'_";"9&' T C UTT ACK
Tej Narayan Rampura, Bilard Bahjol, U.P- |Area-83.61Sqmtr mints amount PR AL DT S - : s
2?441?]' pura, Bi i Bnundmigf: T pﬂ;ﬂ;fﬂ[:ﬂ'tﬁllr"ﬂd Pt, Deen Dayal Upadhaya Division (State University Established under The Odisha Universities Act, 1989)
Narayan Sharma Vill-Ramura Bahjoi, U.P-- | Jasveer Singh, East: Property of Kush,
244410 West: Rasta 15 feetwide. No: MLU/EStt./1736/2026, Date: 08/05/2026
4, Mr. Raj Kumar (Guarantor) /0 Balwant 30 Jo YeHUT fFa=oT are
Singh HMo- 1592 Rampur Bahjoi U.P.-244410 it wrater: 1219/1, 3-SR TS TR, SYeR-243 122 RECRUITMENT NOTICE

LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF EMD :

In supersession to this University Advertisement No. MLU/Estt./492/2026, dated: 13.02.2026,
the applications in online mode are invited from eligible Indian citizens as per UGC eligibility criteria
Notification dated: 18th July, 2018 to fill up the Various Regular Faculty Positions of this University.

19.06.2026 UPTO 11:59 PM
:20.06.2026, 10:00 AMTO 2:00 PM

feAie- 11-5-26

Fgof e 168/ gAaE- HHE A Siden ded ., dicrids2e

DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION - Y forafir -

5L NAME & ADDRESS OF BORROWER(S), DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE/ VE PRICE TOTAL RIS 35|EI %3 AT g ||§ % faa sm SRRl Please refer website: www.mlu.ac.in for detailed vacancy notification wise:
MORTGAGOR(S) & GUARANTOR(S) MOVABLE PROPERTIES EMDDEPOSIT |  LIABILITIES TR % e B ST # R e S A vfiden aeert fito, Tm-ee TR, Tewiel- amien, fren-deinfa g im
Below mentioned Sale Notice (S.No. 3) Dated: 04.05.2026 SETRT T STRTAA SHIE Hl A &HA 200 Fo ToTlo Tl FE-Iroll I & 4.5 HGE FeR VS Fl T &7 @ Professor: (Notification no. MLU/Estt./1733/2026, dated: 08.05.2026)
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Asia, Europe need coordinated strategy
to survive US or will be eaten for lunch’
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Anant Goenka: You were the first to
speak about Poland’s rise, you spoke
about China four years ago, and
provided deep analysis of the ‘Modi
versus Modi’ dynamicin2024.We
were in Kolkata together recently.
Beyond just thelocal politics of
Bengal, why should people in south
Bombay — anisland that often
doesn’tcare about what happens
around the world — care about these
four state elections?

You don’t have to care but you might
want to if you want to understand the
country. This was our 34th election trip. I
started this practice nearly 30 years ago
with the idea that every single year, I want
todoatleastoneelection trip that servesas
ajourney of India. Elections are the time
when India truly comesalive. You gettosee
the ‘real’ India when you are out in these
election cycles, and it is by far the most fas-
cinatingjourney. I may live in New York or
elsewhere but this one week is my favourite
week of the year.

Unfortunately, election coverage often
gets reduced to a single number: Who is
winning and what is the forecast? But for
me, itisnotabout the resultbutthejourney
of India. In Bengal, for instance, you have
different photos and data points in your
head. Thiswas my fourth tripto the state —
2011, 2016, 2019 — and the fact is that the
state is still stuckin a time warp.

When we landed in Bagdogra and
travelled down through Siliguri, we were
struck by places like Murshidabad. In the
1750s, this was one of the richest places in
the world, with some estimates suggesting
it accounted for 5 per cent of global GDP.
Today, seeing the disrepair in that district,
it felt as though we were back in the Bihar
wetravelled tolast year. The worst-perform-
ing states in terms of per capita income
growth this century are Bengal and Punjab.

And the contrast is striking when you
look at the southern states. We travelled to
Telangana, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu,
and those states are rising up the rankings
quickly. They are among the few relatively
rich states in the country. This highlights
the many ‘Indias’ that exist. In America, the
gap between the poorest and the richest
state in per capita income terms is about
twotothreetimes. In Brazil, itsmaybe three
to four times. Butin India, it is six times.

There is also a conflict in how we per-
ceive this. On one hand, you see the poor
development in Bengal and feel sorry. On
the other hand, you have to admire how
MamataBanetjeeis fighting thisbattle with
so many forces aligned against her. Even
the BJP would privately admit that in any
healthy democracy, you want political
competition. However, during our travel,
there was almost no focus on development.
We saw some roads but nothing else. At
Presidency College, we met youngstudents
who were still thinking in idealistic terms
about Communism. One of the more right-
wing members of our group commented
that ‘you don’t eat ideology for breakfast.’

Fascinatingly, most of these states
have been Opposition-ruled. In

Global investor and author Ruchir Sharma (right) with Anant Goenka, Executive Director, The Indian Express Group, in Mumbai

Atthe Addaheld on April 27, global investor and author Ruchir Sharma spoke on how Indiais grappling
with a ‘monomaniacal’ shift toward Al, the West Asia energy crisis, and why he wouldn’t bet on China.
He was in conversation with Anant Goenka
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Bengal, intellectuals and
commentators want the TMCto
make it, although there hasbeen
little developmentin thelast 15 years.

Yes, the argument is if political competi-
tion is more important than development.
In India, development is, at best, only one
of six or seven factors that win elections. My
research for Democracy on the Road (2019)
showed that in states recording an average
growth rate of more than 8 per cent over a
five-year term, the chances of the incum-
bent being re-elected were still only 50 per
cent. Itisashocking number.

The idea that you can fight an election
ondevelopment alone was smashed when
Chandrababu Naidu lost in 2004. In Ben-
gal, development wasn’t on the table for
either party. When we asked the BJPleader-
shipwhy they weren’t talking about it more,
they said they wanted to address people’s
basic concerns about security first.

Another major trend was the money
being spent on welfare schemes. In
AndhraPradesh, it was Rs 15,000 per
family and still there was a sense of
entitlement for more. Butin Bihar,
people were grateful for Rs 2,500.
How do you process that?

It sounds cruel to say people shouldn’t
be given handouts when you see the level
of poverty. However, one huge improve-
mentinIndiaisthatdelivery hasimproved
significantly because of digitisation. The
‘leakage’ has been stopped; the old Rajiv

Gandhi coinage that only 15 paisa of arupee
reaches the recipient is gone. Now, it is
likely well over 90 paisa to the rupee.

But there is a deep cynicism to this.
These schemes are often announced just
before electionstobuy votes. Froman econ-
omic standpoint, when people ask why
India can’t grow like the East Asian miracle
economies — China, Korea, or Taiwan —
the answer is that those countries followed
brutal capitalism. They provided no hand-
outsuntil they reached a certain per capita
income. They spent every penny on build-
inginfrastructure. Inthe1990s, China fired
90 million people from bloated state-
owned enterprises without a suppotrt sys-
tem. This forced amassive migrationtothe
coastal export zones. These countries en-
sured that the government’s role in hand-
outs was minimal in the early stages of de-
velopment. You can’t have massive
handoutsand still expect togrow at 9-10 per
cent. No economic model in the world has
achieved that. In Bihar, we were told that
road contractorsaren’t getting paid because
government funds are being diverted to
handouts. In Bengal, there is no real rev-
enue because there is no industrialisation
or manufacturing.

You have said that foreign capital
wants stability in government. Is the
current exit of foreign capital
becauseitislooking for more
political competition?

What I have written is that the maxi-
mum reformsusually happenin the first 6-
18 months of a new government comingto
power, often following a crisis. The longer
a government stays in power, the more
there are diminishing returns to powet.

Capital isleaving now because the world
today hasamonomaniacal focuson Al In-
vestors are obsessed with the Al race, in
which India is viewed as a loser. We are in
the “picks and shovels’ phase — semicon-
ductors, memory and compute — and
India structurally lacks these. The govern-
ment may take strong objection to this, as
the IT minister did at Davos, but the data
doesthetalking. In thelast couple of years,
foreigners have sold $50 billion in the stock
market and net FDI is zero. In my 30 years
of investing, I have never seen such indif-
ference toward India. In 2013, during the
‘Fragile Five’ era, there was hate; today;, it is
indifference, which is worse. Investors are
focused on Al, and India’s structural weak-
nesses are showing. We spend only 0.6 per
cent of GDP on R&D, while Korea and Tai-
wan spend 4-5 per cent. Israel is number
one. Our IT sector has long been an arbi-
trage business rather than an innovative
one, and that is coming back to haunt us.

But the government and private
sector are supporting all five layers of
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the Al cake — energy, data centres,
chips, applications and models. Are
you saying capitalisleavingevery
country exceptthe US?

The concentration is heavily in the US
and Japan, and in emerging markets, Korea
and Taiwan have won the race. One com-
pany — Taiwan Semiconductor Manufac-
turing Company (TSMC) — now has
weightinthe MSClindexgreater than all of
India put together. Samsung’s profits this
year will likely exceed every Americantech
company except Nvidia.

Weare currently inan Al bubble similar
t01999.Backthen, Indiabenefited fromthe
TMT boom through IT services. This time,
we don’t have that. The financial crowd is
callingIndiathe ‘anti-Al play’, meaning we
may only get attention again when the
bubble bursts. Currently, domestic con-
sumption and government spending are
counting for little with foreign investors.

What about China? Youbecame
bearish four years ago.

This should be a golden moment for
Chinato fill the void left by the USbut they
can’t. The USdollar accounts for 90 per cent
of global transactions, while America’s
share of the global economy is only 25-30
per cent. The Chinese currency barely reg-
istersat2-4 per cent. China’s growth model
is brittle and debt-dependent. They can’t
make the yuan freely convertible. They fear
a massive capital flight. People are more
comfortable holding Swiss currency than
Chinese. Because of this, the US can still
weaponiseits currency through sanctions.

Is the US winning the conflict
withIran?

Iwouldn’tsay winning but they are ‘los-
ingless’ than the rest of the world. The US
isenergy independent and at the centre of
the Almania, sothey don’t feel the impact.
Meanwhile, Asia and Europe suffer. Iran’s
economy is a basket case but their leader-
ship seems unbothered by economic dev-
astation because they have been off the
economic map for so long. Iran has been
able tostand up much better than expected
but let’s not confuse that with success.

If the war continues and oil hits $150,
whathappens?

Global oil production is about 100 mil-
lionbarrels aday and we are currently short
5 to 7 million barrels every day as the war
continues. Ifthe Strait (of Hormuz) remains
closed, oil has only one way to go: up. You
would need to hit $150 to achieve demand
destruction. The world has entered this cri-
sis with record levels of debt and no fiscal
buffers. The US is running a 6 per cent
budget deficit. Normally, interest rates fall
in a crisis as people rush to safety but this
time, they are rising because people are
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concerned about government borrowing.
Inthe two monthssince this escalation, in-
terest rates everywhere have gone up.

Andyou think countries are helpless?

The only way to survive the ‘king of the
jungle’ (theUS)istomoveinaherd. If coun-
tries like India, the Philippines, or those in
Europedeal with the USindividually on tar-
iffs or energy, they will be ‘eaten for lunch.
They need a coordinated strategy. Every
day this lasts, the biggest casualties are in
Europe and Asia.

Is India playingits cards well?

It’s just all accumulating together. We
have frayed relations with the US over tar-
iffs, we are on the wrong side of the Al
mania, we are abigenergy importer during
an Iran conflict,and we have EINinotodeal
with. The government needs to think as
passionately about getting foreign capital
back — perhapsthrough tax cuts —asthey
do about elections. Private investment is
stagnant because the ground-level business
environment remainsdifficult duetoregu-
lation and investigative agencies. India
consistently disappoints both the optimist
and the pessimist. We still have the second
or third most expensive stock marketin the
world, which is a note of caution.

The domestic capital being deployed
inIndiahasbeenaconcernaswell.
Publicly, government has been
talking about it for years. Why do you
think that’s not happening?

There aretwo things here. What you are
referringtois private capex... thatis taking
alongtimeto pickupbecauseit’s still a dif-
ficult place to do business, be it the regula-
tory framework, the investigative agencies
or the daily toll. Having said that, I don’t
want to get too bearish also on India be-
cause it consistently disappoints the opti-
mist and the pessimist. Two years ago, it
was disappointing that the pessimism by
the stock market kept going up. That wasa
note of caution. I sounded that all these
guysare putting money in this market. But
it was all being led by domestic investors.
Foreign investors even then were hardly
there. The domesticinvestors were buying
the most expensive stocksin the world and
now two yearslater, unfortunately, the mar-
ket hasn’t done well but it still ranks as the
second most important, the most expens-
ive market in the world or maybe the third
now. The US, and maybe Taiwan hasgotin
there now. So we are still so expensive to
begin with. That’s part of the reason.

Andyoustill wouldn’tbet on China
eventhoughit’s cheap?

Maybe selectively. China is very cheap
butit’shard to make moneyin that country.
They like to over invest, so they don’t care
about your returns. One of my colleagues
went to Chinarecently and was dazzled be-
cause of the technology... look at the
number of EVs on the road, but then we
looked at that sector and the conclusion
was that as far as competitive intensity is
concerned, thisislike Beirut —just socom-
petitive that everyone’s killing each other.
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Manijeet Kripalani, ED, Gateway House,
India Council on Global Relations

(Left) Rashesh Shah, Co-founder,
Edelweiss Group, with Aditya Mishra,
COO0 and Head, Wealth Management,
ASK Private Wealth
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Alex Kuruvilla, Member, Board of Director,
Girl Effect

Uday Shankar, Co-founder, Asia
Initiatives; Founder, Marigold Park;
Director, Bodhi Tree Capital

(From left) Actor, filmmaker and social

activist Nandita Das with Harsh Goenka,

Chairman, RPG Group
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Sheela Kulkarni, Head of Market

Development and Institutional Investor
Relationships, India, World Gold Council

(From left) Aniket Dey, Co-founder and MD, Generational; Aditya Mehta, Director,
FRR Immigration; Anant Goenka, Vice-Chairman, RPG Group, President, FICCI

Manisha Girotra, CEO, Moelis India, with
husband Sanjay Agarwal

Vijay Kalantri, Chairman, World Trade

Centre Mumbai

ARUN KUMAR NANDA
MANAGING TRUSTEE, ADHATA TRUST AND
FOUNDER & FORMER CHAIRMAN,
MAHINDRA HOLIDAYS & RESORTS LTD

NAVED AL RAZEE
THIRD SECY AND HEAD OF CHANCERY,
BANGLADESH DEPUTY HIGH
COMMISSION, MUMBAI

The EUdoesn’t wantto
fight the US. Why then
aren’t they stopping
Israel, because Israel

has asmall economy.

BECAUSE ISRAEL'S in alliance with
the US.SoIdon’t think they have any
pressure from the EU and I don’t see
that the EU has put any pressure on
Israel. But today Israel will do what
America is going to ask them to do.
Now you can argue that it was the
other way around at the start. But
that’s my reading.

What is your take on
crypto? Willit become
mainstreaminthe
future? What portion
shouldIinvestinit?

CRYPTOIS heretostay. Again there’s
competition... There’s Bitcoin. That
gold was better than crypto was my
analysis, so I would say it’s part of
that alternative 20 per cent bucket
thatIspoke about in my 100 per cent
allocation. It depends on your com-
fortlevel. I personally don’t have any
cryptoin there.

HARSH GOENKA
CHAIRMAN, RPG GROUP

India acts best when
thereis acrisis. What do
you think we should be
doingto sprint aheadin

terms of getting FDI?

SECURING FDI requires a combina-
tion of active state-level involvement
and attractive, stable central tax re-
gime. CMs have significant power to
improve conditions on the ground.
Meanwhile, the Centre must address
investor concernsregarding retroac-
tive taxation. Additionally, India’s
taxes on foreign capital remain
higher than global averages and
must be cut to remain competitive.

ADITYAMISHRA
COO &HEAD, WEALTH MANAGEMENT,
ASK PRIVATE WEALTH

With allthe talk about
ratecutsinthe US, what
will be theimpact and
wheredoes India stand?

TODAY, THE scope for rate cuts in
the US is close to zero. Inflation has
been quite sticky. It’s at 3 per cent.
The underlying headline is it will be
closer to 4 as the gasoline prices stay
up and the Fed has missed its infla-
tion target for five yearsin arow every
month. So it’s running behind on
credibility. Flows are all being driven
by Al If rates go down, more flows
will go to AL Once that bubble bursts,
people canlook at how all this settles.

ANANT GOENKA NILESH SHAH
VICE CHAIRMAN, RPG GROUP, MANAGING DIRECTOR, KOTAK MAHINDRA
PRESIDENT, FICCI ASSET MANAGEMENT
If Chinadoesn’t play by Do appeals urging NRI
therules, howcanlIndia Indians’ gharwapsiover
compete? pressuresfromthe US’s

IAGREE with you. Itisunusual for a
country at that stage of development
to be such an export powerhouse.
China has an ambitious growth tar-
get of 4 to S per cent. Given their
declining population, it is just not
feasible. So therefore, they have
decided that we're just going to do
what it takes.

ideologiesresonate?

UNFORTUNATELY PEOPLE think
more from their pocketbook rather
than political ideology anywhere.
But a lot of Indians in America are
feeling a bit angsty about putting too
much capital there so it is an oppor-
tunity to capitalise on that.
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VIDULA WARAWDEKAR ARTI YARGOP
EX-INDIA ECONOMIST, INVESTMENT PROFESSIONAL,
JARDINE FLEMING RARE ENTERPRISES
Whatwould bethe Pakistanisnowin
reasonfortherestofthe Trump’s back pocket.
worldto look for Howdoesthatplay out
another currency? ? long-termfor India?

THE DOLLAR’S role will gradually
decline. But the biggest shortcoming
today is notjust the currency. It’sthe
Iran war, the tariffs, and the lack of
complete coordination between dif-
ferent powers. That is the biggest tra-
gedy of the global economy.

Arti Yargop, Investment Professional, Rare Enterprises,
with Ruchir Sharma

I WISH India would be a bit more
broad-minded. We got carried away
with Operation Sindoor and didn’t
quite think about its strategic conse-
quences. I have said previously, we
need to obsess over China instead. It
would lift our game.

Nilesh Shah, Managing
Director, Kotak Mahindra
Asset Management
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RAPID FIRE

eYou have $1 million to invest.
Where would you putitinarapid
fire way?

You begin with America and then you
figure out the rest of the world. We typi-
cally put 60 per cent in global equities, 20
per cent in inflation hedges and 20 per
cent in deflation hedges. The worst re-
turns in the next few years, it seems, is
goingto be from bonds and fixed income.

e Amid deglobalisation, which
country stands to gain the most?

Currently it’s difficult because until
this energy crisis subsides, some middle
powers are getting badly hurt. But a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity is comingtoin-
vest in some of these. The countries with
quality stocks — good brands trading at
cheap valuations — will do well.

o And they’re not too expensive
right now?

They are cheap historically, especially
outside the US.

eYou’ve done alot of forecasting.

I’'ll give you atopic and you tell us

what you think its future is.
»Indian IT companies.

The big ones can reinvent but cur-
rently I have no money there, because to
quote a colleague, it’s like ‘Beirut.’

Gold.

I've always liked gold but it has been
everyone’s favourite for awhile. And, I'm
naturally notinclined to buy more when
everyone is saying the same thing. So, I
wouldn’t put more than 4 to S per cent of
my portfolio in gold at this stage.

»India’s billionaires today.

The odds are greater to bet on new
and upcoming billionaires than to side
too much with the existing.

»Private credit.

The private credit lending in the US
hasn’t been stress tested, so when in a
downcycle, some of it will be zero. India
may be a bit better because we haven’t
had such a private credit cycle.
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(Left) Film director and writer Shonali Bose
with Amrita Pandey, CEO, Junglee Picture

Pankaj Surana, CEO, Surana Gemand
Jewellery Industries
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Jayashree Patil-Dake, Assistant Professor,
KPB Hinduja College of Commerce
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'Indian stock market.

Unless Al really Kills India’s growth
story, the stock market here will give you
decent returns.

"The anthropic-Gemini-OpenAl
fight.

In 2000, the internet revolution was
real but all the big winners died, except
Microsoft. In these big tech revolutions,
you get over-investment, which is great
for the consumer but only few of these
companies actually make money.

»The BJP.

What makes the BJP so powerful is
that there is no competition. Anybody
who has a rightwing ideology has one
party. On the other side, there’s so much
competition and that vote gets split.

'The Indian National Congress.

They will keep fighting with the re-
gional parties for space.

The US dollar.

The natural path of the dollar is down.

®React to the following headlines:
Ambani, Adani, Tata, Birla... who is
asafer bet for a foreign investor?

First let the foreign investors come
back to India.

Who among these is a safer bet for
domestic investors?

Each has an asset which is remark-
able. Foreign investors generally like in-
dividual companies because conglomer-
ates usually trade at discounts.

Meta, Google, Apple, US Congress
or the office of the President: Which
of these institutions do the US
citizens trust more today?

It’s a race to the bottom but if people
have to work somewhere, they’d still
rather work for a big tech company than
the US government.

Who has atougherjobinIndia
today: the RBI governor or the
SEBI chair?

The RBI governor at this stage be-
cause you’re dealing with a big hole that
you have to fill every day.

®React to the following trends, how
they have changed or haven’t.
»Quality of roads.
The roads look great but the last few
miles remain so crowded.
'The transparency of the voter.
Everytime you ask a voter which way
they’re voting, they will smile almost as
if you've asked them how their sex life
was. Unless they’re a hardcore activist or
from the party, they’re not going to reveal
their vote preference easily.

oIn Bengal, what do you think s
the biggest threatto
Mamata’s chances of
“ winning?
Anti-incumbency. The state
is in a state of disrepair. That

catchesup.
'

(Left) Ramesh Narayan, Founder, Canco
Advertising Pvt Ltd, and Shashi Sinha,
CEO, Interpublic Group of Companies

(Right) Pashupati Advani, Founder and
Principal Advisor, Advani Advisory Group,
with Pushkar Chauhan, Regional Head,
ICICI Bank Limited

Vivek Kamath, Co-founder, Matrix
IEC Pvt Ltd
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ACROSS DOWN

1Do away with Basil? Ohthat’s  1Declares a piece of poetry
wrong! (7) lacks point (5)

4 Rowed about an 2 Godly foe disposed to be
endowment (5) reactionary (3,5)

7 The boy’s in a whirl (4) 3 They beat a complete suit (6)
8 Entrance qualification for 4 Road notice perhaps ajob for
Yale? (8) a painter (10)

10 Though possibly original it 5 Come to some backwater (4)

isless than novel (5,5)

12 About eleven the ship 9 Its owner will have impressions
moves off (6) of many countries (5,5)

13 Sandy hair? (6) 11 Periodical may include

15 Robust shoes may be (4,2,4) explosive material (8)

18 It may be hard pressed to 12 Dreams of working without
gain an admission (8) alife of slavery (7)

19 Capital punishment (4) 14 Not abig shotin the

20 Woman unaffected by gunnery world (6)

reversal (5) 16 Negotiate for free

21Storm created by entertainment (5)
Shakespeare (7) 17 Utterly rude and cross (4)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5985 ACROSS: 1Considerate, 9 Garbage, 10

Cupid, 11 Inst, 12 Traverse, 14 Sector, 16 Brides, 18 Thespian, 19 Star, 22 Mores,

23 Hirsute, 24 Sports clubs DOWN: 2 Ogres, 3 Soap, 4 Dreary, 5 Recovery, 6
Tapered, 7 Against time, 8 Adversaries, 13 Composer, 15 Clear up, 17 Pathos,

6 He’s right to take Monday off (7)

WINTER'S LATE FOR ITS WELCOMING PARTY,

B
COMPLETE WITH A POLE-DANCING BEAR! O L NOS TN SCREWING UP%
£ ICE OF HIGH-PRESSURE !: A POLE -
SCULPTURE HOT AIR? ) A
IS MELTING! I BEAR’ YOU
i SHOLLON'T
E HAVE’

e CALVIN & HOBBES

LD LKE TO GET A
VALENTINE BOUGUET
FOR A GIRL T KNOW.

WHAT A SWEET LITTLE
BOY YOu ARE! COME
SEE. WHAT WE HAVE.

¢

TIEN ‘Wl rpen T ribifad Gy Arcvees Woddess Syciror—n

-

WHAT /ST TRUMP

BY BILL WATTERSON

20 Thumb, 210ral

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.

S
a

elect the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the
nswer for the given quip.

The most ____thingin the world, I think, is the inability of the
human mind to correlate all its contents - H P Lovecraft (8)

EGRET OTTUCU
AERRFM

BORIL

AUCTION NOTICE

1JRI0BA0T d H - SIUSIUOD S} ||B 81E[21100 0} puiW UBwny
aU1 Jo Aljiqeul @Y1 1 Ul | pl1om a3 uf Buiyy jnyio1aw 1sow 8y | YIMSNY
JaWle-/1aWel4 ‘N0 ‘loig ‘18819 :SNOILNTOS

It is submitted that Hon'b/e MACT Courts has directed
initiation of steps for public auction of the offending
vehicle bearing registration No. DL3SCX-2791
{Platina) Motorcycle ininvolved in FIR No. 93/2019,
dated 10.04.2019, U/s 279/337 IPC, PS Vasant
Kunj North, Delhi.

It is therefore requested that the information
regarding auction is scheduled to be held on
13.05.2026 at 10:00 AM at Police Station Vasant
Kunj North, Delhi.

For further details, the contact number of the SHO,
Vasant Kunj Northis : 7065036224

By Order - Sh. Shirish Aggarwal
PO-MACT-01
Room No. 04, Main Building

DP/s205/swi2026 Patiala House Courts, New Delhi

e MARVIN BY TOM ARMSTRONG
i FEKSONALLY, |
LAP THINK IT IS
FALSE

ADVERTISING
7

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 1s

INSTRUCTIONS 4 5

To solve a Sudoku 11214
puzzle, every digit from
1to 9 must appear in g
each of the nine vertical

h
~J

columns, in each of the 2 5
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine 5

boxes. '

I QO

N

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard; L |
5s = Very Hard; 1 4

SUDOKU 6316

=] | 00| O |
L
axzil

o
SOLUTION SUDOKU 6315
&N odh MW = O
O © =|nlwlono o~
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e | =~ m.-hmm.mm
N oo Al = W~ O M
mﬂwm'm.hmm-n
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6s = Genius

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Personi(s) Vishal, Sfo: Roop Kishore Rio: 35A/38, Gali No,
14, Vipin Garden Uttam Nagar Dwarka Delhi has committed
{or is suspected lo have committed) the offence in FIR No.
494/19, Ufls: 279/337 IPC, P5: Raj Park, Delhi and it has
been retumed to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused person(s) Vishal, cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused person(s) Vishal, has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation
is hereby made that the said accused person(s) Vishal, of
FIR No. 494/19, Uls: 279/337 IPC, PS: Raj Park, Delhi is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 25.06.2026. By Order

Ebbani Aggarwal

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03
North West Room No. 107, 1st Floor
Rohini Court, Delhi

DPI5T34/0D/2026
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C./84 BNSS

Whereaas complaint has been made before me that the accused
person Namely Suraj S/o Devender Rie H. No. 70/66, Indra Camp
MNo.-2 Vikaspuri, Delhi has commitied {or Is suspected to have
committed) the offence in Case FIR Neo. 602/23 U/S 25/54/59
Arms Act PS: Vikaspuri, Delhi, and it has been returnad to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Suraj
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
salisfacthon that the said accused Suraj has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Suraj accused ofted (or
is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR Mo. 602/23
Uis 25/54/59 Arms Act P5: Vikaspuri, Delhi, is required lo
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or
before 24.07.2026.

By Order

Sh. Vinod Kumar
JMFC-05, Room No. 09
Dwarka Court, new Delhi

DP/6103/WD/2026
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

Joouk Noee)

See Section 82(2) (i) Cr. P.C./84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
Whereas a complaint has been made before me that
accused person namely lbrahim Ansari S/o Hatim Miya
Rio J-187, Sec-5, Bawana, Delhi have committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence under FIR No.
16172021 Uis 379/411 IPC., has been registered at P.S.
Bawana, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the said, Ibrahim Ansari
cannol be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said, lbrahim Ansari has absconded
(or is concealing himself to aveid the service of the said
warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused,
Ibrahim Ansari of FIR No. 161/2021 Uls 379/411 IPC.
registered at P.5. Bawana, Delhi is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or before

03.07.2026. By Order
Sh. Sarthak Panwar

LD. MM-05, Room No. 114
1% Floor, Rohini Court, Delhi

DP/6158/0ON/2026

7

N e I STgfasm §m, Tamre
\'H 39y ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
e SCIENCES, GUWAHATI

(A statutory body under the aegis of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Gal)
Changsari, Kamrup, Assam-781101, Websito: www.alimsguwahatl.ac.in
No: Eng/23/2026-ENGINEERING-AIIMS GHY Dated: 11.05,2026

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Superintending Engineer (i/c), AIIMS Guwahatl Inviles bids
from eligible bidders fullilling the eligiblliity criteria as stipulated
in the bid documant for “Operation & Malntenance of 33/11
kV Electrical Substation at AIIMS Guwahatl.”" The Bid
document is published in www.lenderwizard.com/AlIMSG
and (alimsguwahati.ac.in). The bids shall be submitted online
Hard Copy of technical bid Including all lorms and supporting
documents io be submitted to the office of the Superintending
Engineer (I/c), AIIMS Guwahati, Changsari, Kamrup (R)
Guwahati: 781101, Assam.

Date of issue of bid document 11.05.20286.

Last date of submission of bids 01/06/2026 till 1700 hr.
Sd/-
Supdi. Engineer (i/c)
AlIMS, Guwahati

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr, P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Rahul Pathak, S/o Sh. Lalan Pathak, Rio Matke Wali
Gali Near Holi Chowk Chetan Ka Makan Dundahera Gurgaon,
Haryana has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in FIR No: 142/2023, Uis: 33/58 Delhi Excise Act, P.S.:
Sarojini Nagar, Delhi and it has been retumed to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused person(s) Rahul
Pathak, cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused personis) Rahul Pathak, has
absconded (or is concaaling himself to avoid the service of the
said warmrant). Proclamation is heresby made that the said
accused person(s) Rahul Pathak, of FIR No: 142/2023, U/s:
33/58 Delhi Excise Act, P.S.: Sarojini Nagar, Delhiis required
to appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or
bE'fDFE' EE.UE-EHEE E’? Order
Ms. Vijayshree Rathore

Judicial Magistrate First Class-05
13, First Floor, Main Building
Patiala House Court, New Delhi

DP/GOS6/SWI2026
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C / 84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
parson Mamely, Mohd. Farman, Sfo. Nanhe @ Naseem, Rlo.:
H.No605, Gali No.08, Bajrang Mohalla Maujpur, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in Case
FIR No.450/2025 WIS 174 A IPC registered at P.S. Jafrabad, North
East District, Delhi and it has been retumed o a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused Mohd. Farman cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that accused
Mohd. Farman js absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Mohd. Farman, accused
of Case FIR No. 45012025 U/S 174 A IPC registered at P.S Jafrabad,
North East District, Delhi is required to appear before the court to
answer the said complaint on or before 08.07.2026.

By Order, Ms, Anushtha Srivastava
Judicial Magistrate First Class-05
Room No.07, Second Floor
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/6059/NE2026
(Court Matter)
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*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Perhaps you're ready to spend
big. Or you might want to make a financial decision.
Change of plans: There’sa Moon Alert in effect today. Re-
strict spending to food and gas. Postpone important deci-
sions until tomorrow. Tonight: You win.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): You are optimistic about
everything. Ohyes, you're ready to take a chance. But
today is aMoon Alert. Put your money back in your wallet.
Wait until tomorrow. Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): You make a great impression
on others because you're upbeat and enthusiastic. Before
you commit to anything important, be aware that today
isaMoon Alert. Wait until tomorrow to act. Tonight:

Warm friendships.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Your enthusiasm is con-
tagious, and you will encourage others today. You have big
ideas about travel and higher education. Nevertheless,
today isaMoon Alert all day — be careful. Postpone until
tomorrow. Tonight: You’re noticed.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Tread carefully. The Moonisin
one of your Money Houses boosting your enthusiasm and
giving you the ability to convince others to go along with
your ideas. However, today is also a Moon Alert. Put things
on hold untiltomorrow. Tonight: Learn and explore.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Plans for travel, higher educa-
tion, publishing, the media, medicine and the law sound
exciting. However, do not sign on the dotted line today.
(Whaat?) Restrict spending to food and gas because most
of today is a Moon Alert. Tonight: Check your finances.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Work-related travel might
occur. Nevertheless, today is a Moon Alert. Restrict spend-
ing to food and gas. Postpone important decisions. To-
night: Cooperate.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 -NOV 23): Conversations with
partners and close friends are encouraging. It’s a great day
tosocialise. But today is a Moon Alert, so restrict spending
tofood and gas. Postpone important decisions. Tonight:
Get better organised.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): You’re pumped about
issues with your job, health or pet. Family discussions are
ambitious. But today is a Moon Alert, so postpone impor-
tant decisions. Restrict spending to food and gas. It is what
itis. Tonight: Socialise.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 -JAN 20): You're full of great ideas
and eager to persuade others to your point of view. Plans
for vacations, social outings and sports events are so excit-
ing they’re almost at a fever pitch. Unfortunately, today is a
Moon Alert. Cool your jets. Tonight: Relax at home.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): You might be enthused
about financial matters — potential earnings or away to
boost your wealth. You might want to buy something excit-
ing. But Moon Alert means restricting spending to food and
gas. Tomorrow is a great day. Tonight: Conversations.

PISCES (FEB20 - MAR 20): For most of this day, the
Moon is making you feel extroverted and eager to make
your pitch about whatever interests you. Alas, most of this
dayisaMoon Alert. Postpone until tomorrow. Tonight:
Check your money.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Deepak @ Amit S/o Sannu Kumar R/o House No. E-757,
Gali No. 22, East Gokalpur, Shakti Graden, Delhi & Raj
Magar, Parshuram Wali Gali, Gali No. 3, Loni Ghaziabad,
Uttar pradesh (Mobile No. 7289041143) has commitied (or
is suspected to have commitied) the offence in case
registered vide FIR No. 875/2022, U/S 25/54/59 Arms Act,
PS Jyoti Nagar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the said accused Deepak @
Amit can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
salisfaction that the said Deepak {&@ Amit has absconded (or is

concealing Themself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Deepak @
Amit of FIR No. B75/2022, U/S 25/54/59 Arms Act, PS Jyoti
Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before this court (or before
me) to answer the complaint on or before the day of
12.06.2026 By Order,
sh. Rahul Saini
Judicial Magistrate First Class-08
Court No. 06, Ground Floor, New Building
DP/5985/NE/2026(Court Matter) Karkardooma Courts, Shahdara, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has bean made bafore me that accused person(s)
Harjit Singh, Sfo Baldev Singh (M'S New Waraich Trading Ca. Thr,
Prop.), Rfo H.No. 208 Ward No. 10 Ellenabad Amritsar (129) Amritsar
kalan Distt. Sirsa, Haryana, has committed (or is suspected to have
commitied) the offence in Ct. Case/CC NI Act: 370/2018, U/s: 138 NI
Act, P.5.: Paschim Vihar, Delhi and it has been returmed o a warrant
of armest thersupon issued that the said accused person(s) Harjit
3ingh, cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused person(s) Harjit Singh, has
absconded (or is concealing himsell 1o avoid the service of the said
warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
parsan{s) Harjit Singh, of Ct. Case/CC Nl Act: 370/2018, Uis: 138 NI
Act, P.5.; Paschim Vihar, Delhi is required lo appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 12.06.2026.

By Order

Poonam Singh

Judicial Magistrate First Class (West) (NI Act)-04
Room No. 04 Annex-l

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/5896/0D/2026
{Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused person Jitender S/o Mahadev R/o Fooipath,
Jamna Bazar, Kashmere Gate, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence case FIR No.
136/2021 ufs 392/411/34 IPC at P.8. Kashmere Gate,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said Jitender cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said Jitender has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 84
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita has been initiated in
the case. Proclamation is hereby made that the said
Jitender accused of FIR No. 136/2021 u/s 392/411/34
IPC at P.5. Kashmere Gate, Delhi is required to appear
before this Court to answer the said complaint on
30.06.2026. By Order: Sh. Vaibhav Garg,

Judicial Magistrate First Class-11 (Central)
Room No. 138, 1st Floor,

DP/G210/N/2026",

Tis Hazari Copepelliitin

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section B84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Bhim Singh S/o Bhagwan Dass R'o H. No. B4/323,
Sultanpun, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence FIR No. 378/2024 u/s 318(4)/3(5)
Bhartiva Nayaya Sanhita at P.5. Shahdara, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon Issued that
the said Bhim Singh cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Bhim Singh
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 84 Bharatiya
Magarik Suraksha Sanhita has been initiated in the case.
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Bhim Singh
accused of FIR No. 378/2024 u/s 318(4)/3(5) Bhartiya
Mayaya Sanhita at P.5. Shahdara, Delhi is required to
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on
27.06.2026 By Order: Sh. Rahul Saini,
Judicial Magistrate First Class-08,

Room No. 06, (New Building),

W\

Karkardooma Courts, Delhi
NEew

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
e ion 82 Cr.P. '
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
Arjun, Slo.: Sh. Badrinath, R/e.: 181-C, DDA Flat Shahpur Jat,
Fatehpur Beri, South Delhi has committed {or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in a case vide e-FIR No.80076641/2024 U/S
379411 IPC registerad at P.S. Sarojini Nagar, South West District,
New Delhi and it has been retumed on a wamrant of arest thereupon
issued stating that the said Arjun could not be found and whereas it

has been shown to my satisfaction that accused Arjun is absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

iva rik S

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Arjun, accused of e-FIR
No.B00T6641/2024 UIS 379411 IPC, P.S. Sarojini Nagar, South
West District, New Delhi is required to appear before the court to
answer the said complaint on or before 30.06.2026.
By Order, Ms. Vijayshree Rathore
Judicial Magistrate First Class-05

13, First Floor, Main Building
Patiala House Courts, New Delhi |

DP/e043/5SW/2026
(Court Matter)

Dethi
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Star Aussietrio
tositout Pak,
B’deshtours
after IPL

Josh Hazlewood has been one
of the best bowlers of this
season while his compatriots
Mitchell Starc and Pat Cummins
have faced injury issues. creivas

Associated Press

Sydney, May 11

AUSTRALIA HAS left fast
bowlers Pat Cummins, Mitchell
Starc and Josh Hazlewood out
of its limited overs squads for
upcoming tours of Pakistan
and Bangladesh later this
month.

The trio will miss the three-
match series against Pakistan
starting May 30, with uncapped
all-rounder Liam Scott and
Australia Under-19 World Cup
captain Ollie Peake earning
their first senior international
call-ups in a new-look Austra-
lian squad.

Young batter Joel Davies is
another new face after he was
selected for the T20 series
against Bangladesh in June.

Travis Head, Cooper Con-
nolly, Ben Dwarshuis and Xa-
vier Bartlett will travel to Bang-
ladesh once their Indian
Premier League commitments
are completed, while veteran
all-rounder Glenn Maxwell was
omitted altogether.

Mitchell Marsh will be the
captain across both tours as
Australia begins its prepara-
tions for the Cricket World Cup
to be held in South Africa,
Namibia and Zimbabwe in Oc-
tober next year.

Selection chairman George
Bailey said the tours presented
opportunities for emerging
players.

"It's always exciting to see
new players get an opportunity
to play international cricket
and be a part of the national
team," Bailey said. "The blend
of experienced players coupled
with new or returning players
will provide a nice mix for these
subcontinent tours.

"Continuing to provide op-
portunities for players to de-
velop across a broad range of
conditions and experiences is
important and will continue to
be a focus over the next 18
months to two years." Cum-
mins, Starc and Hazlewood are
expected to use the break to
prepare for Australia's World
Test Championship campaign,
which resumes in August in a
two-test home series against
Bangladesh.

Australia plays Pakistan in
three ODIs in Rawalpindi (May
30) and Lahore (June 2 and 4)
before traveling to Bangladesh
for three ODI games in Dhaka
(June9,11and 14) and three T20
Internationals in Chattogram
(June 17,19 and 21).

INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE

Axar shines with thebat as
Delhi live to fight another day

Skipper comes good after top-order
stumble in crucial partnership with
Miller before youngsters seal the win

SYNOPSIS: All-round
effort from Madhav
Tiwari and Axar-Miller’s
64-run stand help DC
beat PBKS by three
wickets.

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, May 11

DELHI CAPITALS wouldn't
have had good memories of
facing Punjab Kings in IPL
2026, having failed to defend
264 runs earlier in the season.
But in a must-win match on
Monday, they extracted re-
venge, chasingdown 210 toin-
flict a fourth straight loss on
the 2025 runners-up and keep
their season alive.

Madhav’s day out

Less than a year after his
last IPL appearance, Madhav
Tiwari found himself back on
the big stage on Monday,
drafted into the DC playing XI
for a must-win clash against
PBKS. By the end of the night,
the youngster had made anim-
pact with both bat and ball. Ti-
wari first made his mark with
the ball when PBKS were flying
through Priyansh Arya. The
opener had raced to 56 off 33
balls and looked set for abigger
score before Tiwari broke
through in the ninth over, forc-
ing the left-hander into a mis-
timed loft to deep point, earn-
ing his maiden IPL wicket.

He continued to impress
through the middle overs with
hard lengths and slower balls
that held slightly in the sur-

eIPLtable
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face. But his bigger contribu-
tion was still to come.

Walking in during the 17th
over with Delhi needing 41
runs, Tiwari showed
composure far beyond his top-
level experience. He stayed
calm under pressure, usingthe
pace of the bowlers cleverly
rather than swinging wildly.
Tiwari remained unbeaten on
18 off just eight balls and,
alongwith Ashutosh Sharma,
took DC home with an over to
spare.

Captain’s knock

Axar Patel’s IPL 2026 as DC
captain has hardly gone the
way he would have imagined.

He watched his side fail to
defend 264 runs against PBKS
earlier in the tournament. He
has also seen them collapse for
75against RCB. By thetime DC
arrived in Dharamshala on
Monday for the must-win
clash, the skipper and histeam
knew there was no room for

Skipper Axar Patel’s 30-ball 56 was crucial to Delhi Capitals’ fifth win in 12 games. creimas FOR BCel

error.

That pressure only in-
creased by the time he walked
inwith DC placed at33/3inthe
fifth over. For a few overs, he
looked scratchy against the
short ball and was beaten a
couple of times outside off. But
slowly, he began to settle into
the chase.

The turning point came
when he stepped down the
track and smashed Marco
Jansen straight back over his
head for six. From there, Axar
mixed aggression with smart
placement. He picked up
boundaries behind square,
used the pace of the bowlers
cleverly and targeted anything
drifting onto his pads. Against
Ben Dwarshuis, he lofted one
cleanly over mid-off before ad-
ding another boundary fine
down the legside.

His strongest phase came
against Marcus Stoinis in the

14th over. Axar hit three con-
secutive fours to bring up his
fifty off 29 balls. Just when
Delhi seemed to be building
momentum again, Axar fell
trying to clear long-on off Stoi-
nis. But his 56 off 30 balls kept
Delhi alive in the chase.

Miller’s fireworks

David Miller’s primary role
in IPL 2026 for DC has been
that of a finisher, but hisjobon
Monday was different as he
walked in with his side 74/4 in
the ninth over. The required
rate was climbing quickly,
wickets had fallen in a heap,
and the chase needed some-
one to change the mood. For
some time, Miller did exactly
that.

The South African started
carefully, getting used to the
pace of the surface before
opening up. A flicked bound-
ary off Jansen got him going,

and soon the confidence
started showing in his stroke-
play.

The moment that really
lifted DC came against Stoinis.
Miller stepped down the track
and smashed a flat six over
deep midwicket, a shot hit
with the kind of power and cer-
tainty that has made him one
of T20 cricket’s most danger-
ous finishers.

In the 16th over, Miller took
on Jansen with a flat six be-
hind square before pulling
another boundary in front of
square. A few balls later, he
reached his half-century off
just 28 balls with back-to-back
sixes off Ben Dwarshuis.
BRIEF SCORES: Punjab Kings
210/5 in 20 overs (Priyansh
Arya 56, Shreyas Iyer 59 not
out; Madhav Tiwari 2/40) lost
to Delhi Capitals 216/7 in 19
overs (Axar Patel 56, David
Miller 51) by three wickets.

How CSK’s 6ft-5In enforcer became ‘Ondra-ton’

VenkataKrishnaB
Chennai, May 11

A COUPLE of deliveries before
his second over against Luck-
now Super Giants, Jamie Over-
ton walked to the boundary
rope and gestured to the Che-
pauk crowd to getlouder. They
obliged. They had been chant-
ing his name all evening —
Over-ton, Over-ton — even as
Josh Inglis was taking CSK
apart. Overton stood there, 6
feet 5inches of him, and asked
for more.

Twodeliverieslater, heranin
and did what he hasbeen doing
all season. Hit the deck hard.
Generate the bounce. Inglis
went for a ramp and the extra
bouncetookthe edge straight to
Sanju Samson. Overton pumped
hisfists, cleared histhroat. Three
deliveries after that, Rishabh
Pant chopped on and Overton
ran towards the crowd. Beyond
the whistles, you could hear it

| again — Over-ton, Over-ton.

Or rather, as Chepauk has
made it their own: Ondra-ton.
A tone-and-a-half.

This is new territory for him.
Back home, he has not been
able to nail down a place in
England's setup. "No, not quite
like it," he said when asked if
fans in England chant his
name. "The fact the fans have
got behind me, feeling the love
off them — it's amazing. The
Chennai crowd, the Chepauk
crowd, it's phenomenal.
They're very intelligent, very
knowledgeable about cricket.”

A year ago, the Chepauk
story looked very different. CSK
bought him at the auction and
appeared to confuse him with
his twin brother Craig — who is
alsoa professional cricketer, also
aseamer, which makes the mix-
up, if it was one, at least under-
standable —used asapowerplay
bowler, he went at 13.83 in three
matches and disappeared. This
season, the role was defined
from the start: use the hard Che-

Jamie Overton has 14 wickets in
10 matches this season. ani

pauk surface, make the hard
lengthstalkin the middle overs.
The result: 14 wickets in 10
matches at an economy of 8.89
— still a touch on the expensive
side, but ten of those 14 have
comeinthe middle oversat8.05.
Beyond Noor Ahmad, he is the
bowler Ruturaj Gaikwad reaches
for when he needs a wicket.
The method is simple. De-
liberately so. "For me, it'sjust to

dothesimple things really well
— hitthe top of the stumps, the
odd short ball, the odd slow
ball. Done a lot of work with
Eric Simons, trying to focus on
my lines. Mainly the lines,"
Overton said.

Watch him in the nets and
watch him in the match — the
intensity isthe same, thelength
he tries to hit is the same. What
he hasadded to the paceis con-
trol, and to the control, a slower
ball that arrives atunder 120kph
after a delivery at 150. The gap
isthe point. "He'sworked onan
off-pace delivery, which, when
you're bowling 150kph and
you've got an off-pace delivery
that's under 120kph then it's
really effective,” Simons said.

Overton knows pace alone
isn't enough."Pace can be good
and bad atthe same time. If you
don'tgetitright,itdoesgoalong
way. And battersaren't scared of
paceanymore. BowlinginIndia
is very different to anywhere
else in the world. I feel like I've

e SANJU OPENS UP ON DAYS BEFORE T20 WORLD CUP

‘Pressure was too hlgh never felt thatbefore in life’

Express News Service
Chennai, May 11

SANJU SAMSON, who played
three successive match-win-
ning knocks in the T20 World
Cup triumph to walk away
with the man of the tourna-
ment award, has admitted
that in the days leading up to
the event, he had let the
weight of expectations get the
better of him.

Samson, who was India's
first-choice opener since the
completion of the 2024 T20
World Cup, ended up losing
his spot closer to the 2026 edi-
tion to Ishan Kishan. Though
he did play the game against
Namibia in Delhi because Ab-
hishek Sharma was ill, Sam-
son went back towarming the
bench before making a come-
back to the XI in the Super 8
fixture at Chennai in Zim-
babwe.

Post that match, he scored
an unbeaten 97 vs West Indies
and followed it up with 89 off
42 vs England in the semifi-
nals and another 89 in the

Sanju Samson played a pivotal role in India’s World Cup victory in
March, scoring fifties in three successive crunch matches. riLe

final against New Zealand at
Ahmedabad.

Speaking of the bilateral
series against New Zealand
where he struggled toown the
spot and ended up losing to
Ishan, Samson revealed how it
all unfolded.

"You set a goal, you set a
standard as you all also might
have done," Samson told Ab-
hinav Mukund in the CSK
podcast."So when we reach

very close to that dream, so
you get a bit excited, you get a
bit like you get out of your nor-
mal skin. That's what I feltlike
New Zealand.Iwasvery calm,
relaxed. South Africa, I played
one game, I scored my runs
and I know what to do. I've
done this for so many years.
But something inside me was
telling me the dream is very
close, 'Okay, you have to push
hard now. Now thisis the time.

Now you have to do some-
thing special.

“This is the moment you
have been waiting for so many
years. So let's do something
special'. So that special took
me out of my normal Sanju
Samson," the opener added.

Samson revealed that the
weight of expectation from
within was so huge that he
didn't know how to come out
of pressure and ratherjust deal
with it. "Tjust felt 'okay, I need
to push a bit more extra hard
to do well in the New Zealand
series and then mark my place
in the World Cup squad'. So
that actually made me a bit
desperate. It's like I was bat-
ting for two-three hours a day
and I was doing morning,
evening, afternoon sessions
like you must have also felt it
like we put in so much effort
and then expectations also
went a bit high.

“So I felt that expectations
went a bit too high but after I
gotout two gamesIwasunder
too much pressure. I never felt
that kind of pressure ever in

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

my life. Ijust went throughitI
couldn't get out of it to be hon-
est.

Making peace

Samson also revealed re-
vealed how he made peace
with Ishan Kishan taking his
spotinthe XI atthe start ofthe
tournament.

“Honestly Ishan Kishan,
he came in the squad out of
nowhere. He had a great Mus-
taq Ali, he won the champion-
ship for Jharkhand and he has
also had a great story boss,”
Samson told CSK podcast with
Abhinav Mukund. “We only
look at ourselves right. I think
I have worked day in and day
out, but lately I felt like Ishan
has also done the same.

“After what has happened
to him from last two years -- he
was out of the system, he
worked so hard in the do-
mestic cricket and he came to
where he came and he was
startingtoscorerunsandIcan
admititon camerathatIcould
feel that he is coming for my
spot,” Samson said.

got to bowl a bit fuller. The In-
dian playersare very good at hit-
ting behind square on the off
side.Soyou'vegottobereallyac-
curate with theline," he said.

There is a month's worth of
detail behind that simple de-
scription. When CSK were yet
to win a game, Overton threw
his helmet in Bengaluru after
his dismissal — fans read it not
as petulance but as a player
wanting to play for the shirt. A
day after he turned 32, with
Chepauk singing Happy Birth-
day to him, he took four wickets
against Delhi Capitals. Each
time he has given the crowd
something to chant about. On
Sunday, he gave them two
more. Inglis and Pant, the two
most dangerous batters in the
Lucknow lineup, both gone in
the space of three deliveries.
CSK won three in a row for the
first time this season.

Over-ton, Over-ton. Ondra-
ton. He asked for the noise. He
earned it.

*BRIEFLY

Krunal’s sweep: The
six months spent
behind one shot

Krunal Pandya used the sweep effectively against MI. creivas

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, May 11

JITENDRA SINGH, Krunal
Pandya's childhood coach,
watched his player go down on
one knee against Will Jacks in
the ninth over on Sunday and
pick up a boundary through
deep square leg. He had seen
that shot hundreds of times in
the nets. He had built it, piece
by piece, over six months.

"Grip, head, and a lot of
mechanics, alignment, and
many other things," Singh said.
"It was not just one thing.
Everything was sequenced into
one process.”

That process wason display
at Raipur, where Pandya's 73 off
46 balls played a central role in
RCB's two-wicket win over
Mumbai Indians. The innings
was built, largely, on one shot.

The sweep is not a new
weapon for Pandya. But at 35,
with specific work put into its
mechanics before this IPL sea-
son, it has become something
more deliberate —away totake
control of a middle-overs in-
nings without needing to
manufacture power from
scratch each time.

"We had worked for the last
sixmonthson this aspect of his
batting," Singh said. "Especially
aweek to 10 days before he left
for this season. We worked at
the Reliance IPCL ground and
at the Kotambi stadium.”

What they worked on was
the head. "We tried to make
sure his head stays a little more
over the ball when he is about
to play the sweep shot," Singh
said. "So that is helping him to
generate more power and get
into abetter position to execute
the shots." He was specific
about what that meantin prac-
tice.

"Grip, head position, how
the hand has to move — tech-
nical aspects were all there. We
worked on how the positioning
of the head has to be so he can
generate more power. Every-
thing was sequenced into one
process and thatis helping him
get into a better position to
execute.”

The head is everything on
the sweep. Get across early, go
down with intent, read the
length quickly — and the Ibw
risk dissolves. The hands free
up. The shot cleans itself. Part
of why it keeps working is the
strong bottom hand behind it
— even amistimed sweep often

Thesweepisnota
new weapon for
Pandya. But at 35,
with specific work
putintoits
mechanics before
this IPL season, it has
become something
moredeliberate.

finds a gap or clears an in-
fielder, which keeps the bowler
second-guessing.

On Sunday, Pandya used it
to good effect against Jacks.
Against Delhi Capitals earlier
in IPL 2025, he did the same
against Kuldeep Yadav and
Axar Patel — sometimes get-
ting into position early to at-
tack, sometimes waiting a
fraction longer to find the tim-
ing. The 2016 innings against
Delhi Daredevils in Visakha-
patnam showed a more ag-
gressive version: reverse
sweeps, slog sweeps over mid-
wicket, even mistimed shots
still finding gaps because of
the intent behind them. That
innings had an edge to it —
less about control, more about
domination. What has
changed sinceis the precision
underneath the power.

The pattern holds across all
three. Spinners brought on to
tighten the middle overs, Pan-
dya using the sweep to take
back the initiative. Once it
starts working, it forces cap-
tains to push boundary riders
deeper and wider. That opens
space straight and through the
covers. Bowling plans shift. The
game changes shape.

Much of Pandya's IPL career
has been spent in brief cameos
— a consequence of playing in
teams built around dominant
top orders. These innings tell a
different story. When he gets
time in the middle, he knows
how to build, how to rotate,
how to keep the innings mov-
ingwithout forcing. On Sunday
he did exactly that — singles
when boundaries were hard to
come by, ensuring the asking
rate never climbed away from
RCB.

Singh put it simply: "If you
look at his overall game, he is
Nnow generating more power
compared to earlier.” Six
months of work. Head over the
ball. Everything sequenced
into one process.

Pritika Barman scored a brace in India’s only win of the campaign . airr

India miss out on U-17 Women’s
World Cup with 0-31oss to China

INDIA'S CREDITABLE run
inthe AFC Women's U17
Asian Cup cametoanend
after a0-3 defeat against
hosts Chinainthe quarter-
finals here on Monday. The
defeat dashed the Young
Tigresses' hopes of securing
ahistoric qualification for

country's best-ever
performanceinthe
competition with afirst ap-
pearance inthe knockout
stage. Backed by avocal
home crowd, China started
aggressively and immedi-
atelylooked toimpose
themselves through quick

the 2026 FIFAU17Women's  passing combinations and
World Cup, thoughthecam- movementinthe final
paign still marked the third. PTI

New Delhi B

Komal wins
bronze at Asian
lifting C’ship
KOMALKOHAR opened
hostsIndia's medal count,
winningabronzeinthe
women's 48kg weight class
atthe Asian Weightlifting
Championships on Monday.
Competingin place of Tokyo
silver medallist Mirabai
Chanu, the 23-year-old rose
totheoccasionwitha
composed performance, fin-
ishing with acombined lift
of177kg -- 78kgin snatch and
99kgincleanandjerk. Her
effortincleanandjerkalso
earned her abronze medal
inthediscipline.Inafield
missing several traditional
heavyweights of Asian
weightlifting, Chinese Tai-
peistamped its authority
withacommandingone-
two finish. Huang Yi Chen
secured gold with abest ef-
fort of193kg (81kg+112kg),
while compatriot Fang Wan-
Ling followed closely with
192kg (84kg+108Kkg) to take
silver. PTI
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INTERVIEW: VINESH PHOGAT

‘IfIgive up,Iwon’tbe ableto

lookatmyself

Wrestler alleges that the federation is
out to stop her from making a
comeback even as she aspires to
compete at the 2028 Olympics

Nihal Koshie
Gonda, May 11

VINESH PHOGAT met Wres-
tling Federation of India (WFI)
president Sanjay Singh in
Gonda on Monday but was un-
able to get an entry into the
Open National Ranking tour-
nament after the federation is-
sued a show-cause notice to
her on Saturday.

The wrestler spoke to The
Indian Express on why she
thinks the WFI is dictatorial,
why they are afraid of her re-
turning to the mat, how her 10-
month-old son gives her the
motivation to take on the sys-
tem, and why she is ready for a
long fight in her quest to be at
the 2028 Olympics.

Excerpts:

How did the meeting with
the WFI go today?

I told the WFI president
thatIreceived the show-cause
notice on Friday night and was
given 14 days to reply. I have a
son to take care of, I have to
make the weight cut, and I'm
preparing for the competition.
SoIgave a short reply to the
WFI because of lack of time. I
told them that I would submit
a detailed reply in 14 days. So
let me compete now. After 14
days, if they are not satisfied
with my detailed reply, you
can take action.

But the WFI president said
'No, you have to give a detailed
reply'. After that, they said
they will form a committee
after 14-15 days and it will de-
cide. I told them 'hope the
committee will meet before
the 2028 Olympics'. Basically,
the WFI wants to stop me from
participating in the Asian
Games. The WFI wants me to
retire.

What was in your written
reply submitted today?

I stated that I had briefed
the ITA (International Testing
Agency) earlier (about the rea-
son for the missed test in De-
cember 2025) and that they
had allowed me to participate
in international and national
events from January 1, 2026. I
told the WFI that when I give
the detailed reply, if there is
any deviation of facts from the
reply I submitted today, they
can take action against me. I
accepted that there was a
missed test and it was my mis-
take.

After the missed test, I have
been tested again. On De-

cember 12 (2025), I had inti-
mated the WFI and the inter-
national federation that I
would like to compete again.
There was a five-month gap
between then and now, but the
WFI didn't react. They ac-
cepted my registration (for the
Open National Ranking tour-
nament), took the fees but
after 10 days, they thought
'how do we stop her?' So they
issued a show-cause notice.
The WFIis adictatorship. They
are afraid that I will win
medals again.

Two years ago, there was
heartbreak at the Paris
Olympics. A year later, you
and Somvir became
parents. Talk about the
contrasting emotions?
Mere bete ne jod diya heart
(My son has fixed my broken
heart). After being ineligible to
competeinthefinal, IfeltThad
run out of emotions. But my
son has brought backjoy in my
life. The energy I have dis-
covered to fight against the sys-
tem is coming from my son.
They say a child is God's gift. In
my fight, I am not taking away
anyone's else'srights. Let every-
thing be decided on the mat.

The motherhood
experienceis very
different from what you
experiencedasa
wrestler...

When I returned from the
Olympics, mera family se bhi
man bhar gaya tha, sach
batau toh (I didn't want to be
with my family too). I just
wanted to stay alone. Then
Kridhav came into our lives.
Before the baby was born,
there was talk of whether it will
be a boy or a girl. We were ex-
pecting a girl. Now, I do every-
thing for Kridhav. If I eat some-
thing, I am doing it for him. If
I train, I am doing it for him.
He observes me every day. I
think about how Kridhav will
feel if I do this. When he be-
comesolder, what he will learn
from me. That is motivating
me. I want him to be hard-
working and learn to fight the
right battles. When he be-
comes about five years old, I
still want to be on the wrestling
mat. If he sees me fight, he will
learn.

When did you take the
decision to make a
comeback and why?

I'was not confidentifIcould
make a comeback because
emotionally, I was drained. I
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Vinesh Phogat addresses the media gathered in Gonda, home turf
of former MP Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, on Monday. NIHAL kOSHIE

felt I could not give more to
wrestling. Like uske baad toh
maut hai, aage kua pichhe
khai (Only death was next...
like being between the devil
and the deep blue sea). My first
aim was to get fit. Once you be-
come a mother, you become a
different person. ButnowIam
feeling good about my come-
back becauseI know Kridhav is
seeing me. I dream of going to
the Olympics and seeing my
son cheer for me. That thought
is a big motivation.

How was it balancing
being a mother and being
awrestler?

I am a politician too. From
where I have won (Julana), the
people are very kind and they
have treated me like their
daughter. I want them to feel
proud of me to know they have
elected a person who is ca-
pable of winning. Thereisalot
of support at home, my hus-
band Somvir, my mother...
Everyone is there to help. It
can get difficult because there
are recoveryissues as the baby
does not let you sleep well at
night. But then you are moti-
vated to do it for the child de-
spite the challenges.

What were the challenges
of getting fit after
becoming a mother?

It was very difficult.Thad a
C-Section and not anormal de-
livery. One month after giving
birth, I started training in
Kharkhoda. I couldn't do
push-ups, my body felt so
heavy and I had not seen my
weight so high.

I couldn't complete pull-
ups. My core was finished. But
I had the motivation to get my
bodybackinshape. Firstthree
to four months were very
tough because I was breast-
feeding my son, he was not
sleeping too well. He was wak-
ing up early. I could not re-
cover properly between train-
ing sessions but had to still
train. There is a saying that in
sports, more than chasing per-
fection, one must chase con-
sistency. Even if I did a little
less workout, I ensured that I
was consistent with my rou-
tine. In four months, I started
to see results.

You had protested at
Jantar Mantar in 2023, but
now itis anew fight. Are
you prepared for thelong
haul again?

i
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in the mirror’

People have

seen me fight
onthe streets and
fight in the Olympics,
soIdon't want
people to think the
system can destroy
me.Iwanttobethe
person who fights till
her lastbreath.”

ON PREPARING FOR ALONG BATTLE
AGAINST THE FEDERATION

Sometimes, I do feel
enough is enough and maybe
I should stop my fight. But
from my childhood till now, I
have never liked giving up.
Either I don't start or once I
start, I goftill the finish. If I give
up, I won't be able to look at
myselfin the mirror.

People have seen me fight
on the streets and fight in the
Olympics, so I don't want
people to think the system can
destroy me. I want to be the
person who fights till her last
breath even if the system is
against me. I don't want any-
one else to decide my fate. I
want Kridhav also to know that
however powerful a force he is
up against, he must be ready to
fight till the end. Nobody re-
members those who don't
speak up. Jhansi Ki Rani is re-
membered for dying on the
battlefield.

Recently you said that you
were one of the victims
who has accused Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh of
sexual harassment. What
made you speak up?

I took the decision because
the system was turning a blind
eye. A girl who has gone
through the traumahashad to
travel to a place (Gonda) where
everyone is related to him
(Singh), everyone is powerful
and supports him. Anything
could have happened tomein
Gonda. And of all places, the
WFTI only found Gonda which
is BrijBhushan's stronghold, to
conduct the competition. If I
didn'tsay it now (thatIwas one
of the victims) then when
would I say it. I have the in-
fluence that if I post on social
media, people will watch and
listen. There are girls who even
if they post on social media,
nobody will listen to them.

The Asian Games is your
aim for this year but are
you also targeting the
Olympics?

The target is definitely the
Olympics (2028) but I also
want to participate in major
competitions before the Olym-
pics. I will compete for five to
six years.

Big Asian markets still
playing hardball on FIFA
World Cup broadcast deals

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, May 11

THIRTY-TWO days before the
start of the 2026 World Cup in
the USA, Mexico and Canada,
as many as three billion people
have noidea whether they will
be able to watch the biggest
single sport event on the
planet in their home. FIFA still
doesn't have a broadcast deal
in place for China and India, as
prospective bidders continue
to play hardball.

The stalemate has forced a
FIFA delegation - comprising
secretary general Mattias Graf-
strom and director of media
rights Jean-Christophe Petit -
to camp out in Beijing this
week, trying to woo the
country’s state broadcaster to
buy broadcast rights to the
tournament starting June 11.

According to South China
Morning Post (SCMP), FIFA's
original demand for US$300
million had proved to be way
above the US$80 million that
China Central Television
(CCTV)was willing to shell out.
Negotiations had reportedly
stalled at the US$120 million-
150 million range.

Reuters had reported that
in India, the Reliance-Disney
joint venture proposed $20
million for the 2026 edition,
which was a fraction of FIFA's
ask, as they rejected the deal
last week.

SCMP speculated that FIFA
was offering to slash the asking
price by more than SO per cent,
but had maintained a deal
would be thrashed out and an-
nounced by May-end in China.

'Both sides were said to be
optimistic about reaching a
deal and an announcement
could be made in the second
half of May, with FIFA willing
to make “significant conces-
sions” for the tournament,'
SCMP wrote. CCTV, the publi-
cation reported, was willing to
go up on the offer but the talks
were to deliberate on packag-
ing the 2026 and 2030 World
Cups, the second one to be
held in six countries - Morocco,
Portugal, Spain, Argentina,
Uruguay and Paraguay.

Oddviewinghours-3amin
China -was quoted as the chief
reason for Far East Asian
broadcasters balking at the big
sums demanded, knowing
that China did not qualify for
the tournament, leading to a
'What's in it for us?' question
looming.

It's not just India and
China, things have not been
smooth in the other Asian
markets either. Thailand's
Prime Minister was forced to
intervene and assure fans that
they would not miss out, after
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) removed the
FIFA World Cup from what's
called a 'Must Have' list last
June. This meant it would no

e SECOND SUCCESSIVE LIGA TITLE AS RIVALS FLIUNDER

Grieving Flick leads Barcelona to league title in Clasico win

Associated Press
Barcelona, May 11

WATCHED BY its grieving
coach, Barcelona won its sec-
ond straight Spanish league
title and 29th overall with a
comfortable 2-0 win over Real
Madrid at Camp Nou on Sun-
day, adding to its rival's
troubled season.

Goals by Marcus Rashford
in the ninth minute and Fer-
ran Torres in the 18th gave
Barcelona the victory and an
insurmountable 14-point ad-
vantage over its fierce rival
with three rounds remaining
in La Liga.

Barcelona coach Hansi
Flick was in the dugout for
Sunday's clasico following the
death of his father, which
Barcelona announced hours
before kickoff. Players from
both teams wore black arm-
bands and there was a mo-
ment of silence before kickoff.

A draw would also have
been enough for the Catalan
clubtosealitsthird league title
in four seasons.

Madrid, which remains the
most successful club in the
league with 36 trophies, is
ending a second consecutive
season without a major title.
Sunday's defeat at Barcelona
capped an embarrassing week

for Madrid, marked by alterca-
tions between playersin train-
ingthatled the clubto fine Fe-
derico Valverde and Aurelien
Tchouameni 500,000 euros
($589,000) each.

Rashford opened the scor-
ing for the hosts with a won-
derfully taken free kick, curl-
ing the ball over the wall and
into the top corner. Torres
added to the lead from inside
the area after a flick from Dani
Olmo.

‘Will never forget’

Flick's father reportedly
died overnight. The coach cel-
ebrated Barcelona's goals and
looked emotional after the
final whistle.

"Iwill never forget this day.
It was a tough day for me. It
starts with this (news that) my
father passed away, but here,
my team is fantastic," Flick
said. "I really loveit, thisis like
a family and they gave every-
thing today and I'm really
proud. It'samazing, in this sta-
dium, and also in the clasico
against Real Madrid, towin La
Liga." There was a brief scuffle
between players in the Slst
minute after Olmo confronted
a Madrid player. Olmo was
shown a yellow card.

Madrid's Jude Bellingham
had a goal disallowed for off-

Barcelona players lift their coach Hansi Flick on the day the German
found out his father had passed away. A

side in the 63rd.

Brazil forward Raphinha
replaced Rashford in the 64th
to return from a long injury
layoff.

Barcelona has been playing
the final league games without
the injured Lamine Yamal, its
biggest star. Yamal was on the
field lifting the trophy along
with his teammates.

Madrid left reeling

Reutersadds: Alvaro Arbe-
loa offered no sugar-coating
after Real Madrid's stormy
season culminated with
Barcelona celebrating the

LaLiga title in front of them,
saying the club understood
the fury of supporters after
Sunday's 2-0 Clasico defeat at
Camp Nou.

Theloss handed Barcelona
their 29th LaLiga crown with
three matches to go and con-
demned Real to a trophyless
campaign, capping a miser-
able year in which Xabi Alonso
was sacked midway through
the season and Arbeloa failed
to halt the slide.

"There isn't much we can
say; we understand their frus-
tration, their disappointment,
and just how dissatisfied they

I'will never

forget this day.
It was atough day for
me. It starts with this
(news that) my
father passed away,
but here, my team is
fantastic.Ireallylove
it, this is like a family
and they gave
everything today and
I'mreally proud.”

HANSI FLICK,
BARCELONA COACH

must be with this season, all
we can do is work hard and
look to the future, learn from
everything we've got wrong
this year," Arbeloa told re-
porters.

"Real Madrid always
bounce back, we've fallen
many times and got back up
many times, but I understand
the anger any Real Madrid fan
might feel; we have to work to
turn the situation around."

Madrid's campaign un-
ravelled on several fronts, in-
cluding a Champions League
quarter-final exit against
Bayern Munich, while ten-

sions rose further on Thursday
when captain Federico Val-
verde went to hospital after a
changing-room fight with
teammate Aurelien Tchoua-
meni.

Arbeloa said there could be
no easing off despite the title
race being over, urging his
players to be professional and
honour the badge in the final
three gamesleft in their sched-
ule.

"With even greater respon-
sibility, knowing that our sea-
son is over, we cannot let our-
selves down; far from it, we
have to go out there Xto win,"
Arbeloa said.

"We are defending some-
thing greater than ourselves,
which is the Real Madrid
badge. We have to Xlplay three
great matches and secure
three great victories."

Asked whether Madrid
needed a rebuild, he backed
his players.

"We have a great squad; we
can Xget a lot out of them. It
hasn't been easy at all with
everything that's happened
over the last few months -
many key players out. The
club will always look to im-
prove, but we have a squad
of very good players that any
team in Europe would want,"
Arbeloa said.

FIFA chief Gianni Infantion with the 2026 World Cup trophy during
last year’s draw ceremony in Washington. ap

It's notjust India and
China, things have
notbeensmoothin

theother Asian
markets either.
Thailand's Prime
Ministerwas forced
tointerveneand
assurefansthatthey
would not miss out.

longer be shown on free-to-air
television.

The outrage last month, as
no deal was forthcoming, PM
Anutin Charnvirakul had to
stepin.

“Previous governments en-
sured free access to the World
Cup, and my administration
should not be an exception,”
he was quoted as saying by
Thailand Enquirer.

Ahead of the 2022 edition
too, the football-mad country
had struggled to secure the
rights before the Sports Auth-
ority of Thailand finalised a
last-minute reported USD 33
million deal with FIFA, funded
by the NBTC and private
partners, including telecom
giant True Corp, the Enquirer
noted.

Fallout from no-show

Populations could get res-
tive in case of a blackout once
the tournamentbegins, James
Walton, sports business leader
at Deloitte Asia Pacific, told the
Enquirer.

“Oneway or another, adeal
will be reached. Realistically,
fans in all these countries will
definitely get to watch as their
governments will realise the
potential for unrest,” Walton
was quoted as saying.

Four days ago in Malaysia,
Communications minister
Datuk Fahmi Fadzil had to
pledge an upper cap of USD
6.2 million government share
so that Radio Televisyen Ma-
laysia (RTM) and Unifi TV
could snap up the rights, for
an undisclosed final amount,
according to The Sun news-

paper.

ASTRO, apay-TV operator,
which had held the rights the
last half a dozen times, told
The Sun that in recent years,
inflation and escalating inter-
national sports broadcasting
rights prices had driven up
costs, making it difficult for
them to win bids.

The Asian markets have
also been hit by widespread pi-
racy, particularly during the
2018 and 2022 FIFA World
Cups, which reduced the value
of legitimate broadcasting
rights, ASTRO - who lost the
race this time - told The Sun.

While FIFA has main-
tained tight confidentiality
on the negotiations in China,
SCMP said a diagram had
done the rounds of social
media platform Weibo, with
purported amounts of deals
with FIFA: Thailand (USD 14
million), Japan (USD 200 mil-
lion), Hong Kong (USD 25 mil-
lion), Germany (USD 120 mil-
lion), England (USD 350
million for two World Cups)
and Italy (USD 80 million). A
team incapable of qualifying
was a blessing in disguise as it
brought down the broadcast
payouts, it was joked on Chi-
nese socials.

FIFA, who had concluded
agreements with broadcasters
in over 175 territories globally,
said in a statement to Reuters,
“Discussions in China and
India regarding the sale of
media rights for FIFA World
Cup 2026 are ongoing and
must remain confidential at
this stage.”

Asper Reuters, Chinamade
up 17.7 percent of the global lin-
ear TV reach of the 2022 tour-
nament, while Indiawas at2.9
percent, as the two countries
accounted for 22.6 percent of
total global digital streaming
reach.

While nostalgia and a sense
of wry amusement hungin the
air in India as unconfirmed
news of Doordarshan salvag-
ing FIFA World Cup broadcast
rights swirled, India was only
echoing other football watch-
ing markets in Asia; markets
that are too big for FIFA to ig-
nore.

Arteta praises VAR
for decisive call

Reuters
London, May 11

ARSENAL MANAGER Mikel
Arteta praised the courage of
referee Chris Kavanagh for dis-
allowing a West Ham United
equaliser as his side snatched
a 1-0 victory to move closer to
securing the Premier League
title on Sunday.

Yet his crestfallen opposite
number Nuno Espirito Santo
called for an end to the con-
fusion over incidents at
corners as Callum Wilson's
stoppage-time goal was ruled
out for interference on keeper
David Raya after a lengthy
VAR check.

Arsenal were protecting
the lead given to them by
Leandro Trossard's first goal
since December when West
Ham won a corner.

As the ball was swung over
into a jam-packed area, Raya
pushed the ball away under
pressure from West Ham sub-
stitute Pablo before Wilson
drove a shot home to spark
wild celebrations among the
home fans and despair at the
Arsenal end.

But after a near three-min-
ute VAR check, Kavanagh was
invited to look at the incident
on the pitch-side monitor and

after many replays he dis-
allowed the goal -- arguably
correctly as Raya did appear to
be impeded by Pablo's arm.

There was huge relief at the
final whistle as Arsenal re-
stored their five-point lead
over Manchester City with
games against Burnley and
Crystal Palace left.

"The referee and the VAR
today had a lot of courage to
stop and analyse the action
and give the opportunity to
the referee to make the call,"
Arteta said.

"I think nobody would dis-
agree that it is a clear foul be-
cause David has the ball al-
most in his hands and they
don't allow him to do that and
they take advantage to score
the goal.

"It was an obvious error, it
is a free kick and the goal has
to be disallowed. Today I have
realised how difficult and
how big the referee'sjob is."

Should City fail to beat
Crystal Palace on Wednesday,
Arsenal can win their first title
for 22 years by beating rel-
egated Burnley next weekend.

"The only thing that

matters is now, the present.
Today we've done it. There are
two more to go. The only focus
now is Burnley," Arteta said.
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