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Virasat Ke 75 Saal

Somnath is a symbol of India’s indomitable civilisation. Even after facing
destructive attacks for over 1000 years, Somnath continues to stand tall as
an embodiment of our pride and courage.

75 years ago, the resolve of the iron Man Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, paved
the way for the modern revival of Somnath.

Today, under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, this
sacred land proudly heralds India’s cultural renaissance.

(Be a witnhess to this golden occasion

Key Activities (¢
Kalash Yatra | Bhajan Sandhya | Chanting of the Omkar Mantra ;,f’/“_ '
Mantra Writing in the Somnath Booklet )

Narration of Stories Associated with Somnath
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' than the power of destruction // ! }"”' ,; A
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Scan here

To contribute to the divinity and grandeur of Somnath,
and become a part of its glorious history.
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Europewantsa
strong NATO,
shares US goal
of ending Iran
war, says Merz

Reuters
Stockholm, May 9

GERMAN CHANCELLOR Frie-
drich Merz said on Saturday
Europe wanted to work to
keep the NATO alliance func-
tioning, despite differences
with the United States that the
Iran war has exposed.

Already high after U.S.
criticism of Europe over de-
fence spending and issueslike
immigration policy, the ten-
sions have increased after Ger-
many and other European
countries refused to support
the U.S. and Israeli war against
Iran that began at the end of
February.

"We are really willing to
keep this alliance alive for the
future," Merz said at a press
conference with Swedish
Prime Minister Ulf Kristers-
son. He also said Sweden and
Finland had strengthened the
European pillar of the alliance.

"We know that there are
some differences. We know
that we are seeing challenges,
all of us, but our final goalis to
bring this conflict to an end
and to guarantee that Iran is
not able to produce nuclear
weapons," Merz said.

STRAIT OF HORMUZ CALM AFTER DAYS OF SPORADIC ATTACKS

Iran no closer to ending war as US
waits for aresponse from Tehran

Idrees Ali, Erin Banco
& Hatem Maher

Washington, Cairo, May 9

A STATE of relative calm pre-
vailed around the Strait of Hor-
muz on Saturday, after days of
sporadic flare-ups, as the US
waited for Iran’s response to its
latest proposals to end more
than two months of fighting
and begin peace talks.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said on Friday that
Washington expected a re-
sponse within hours. But aday
later, there was no sign of
movement from Tehranonthe
proposal, which would for-
mally end the war before talks
on more contentiousissues, in-
cludingIran's nuclear program.

With US President Donald
Trump due to begin a long-
awaited visit to China next week,
there has been mounting press-
uretodraw alineunder the con-
flict, which has thrown energy
markets into turmoil and posed
a growing threat to the world
economy. Recentdays have seen
the biggest flare-ups in fighting
in and around the Strait of Hor-
muz since a ceasefire began a
month ago, and the United Arab
Emirates came under renewed
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attack on Friday.

On Friday, there were spor-
adic clashes between Iranian
forces and US vessels in the
strait, Iran's semi-official Fars
news agency reported. The Tas-

How China’s leader lost faith
in his top military generals

Chris Buckley
May 9

THE PURGE China’s leader, Xi
Jinping, has inflicted on the
military elite was plain to see at
a recent legislative meeting. A
year earlier, state television
footage showed around 40 gen-
erals in the room. This time,
there were only a handful.

Yet Xi indicated that an up-
heaval that rivaled those of the
Mao Zedong era was not over.

“The military,” he said,
“must never have anyone who
harbours a divided heart to-
wards the party.”

It was a rare public refer-
ence by Xi to one of the worst
political crises of his 13 yearsin
power: He had lost faith in the
military leadership thathe had
spent a decade remolding.

“When Xi uses the words ‘di-
vided heart,” they are heavy
withmeaning,” said Chien-wen
Kou, a professor at National
Chengchi University in Taiwan.
The phrase is found in ancient
Chinese treatises that counsel
rulers against treacherous gen-
erals, includinga volume Xi has
kept on his bookshelf.

“Even his most trusted and
important confidants have
fallen,” Kou said. “Whoelse can
gain his trust?”

The crisis threatens one of
Xi’s great feats: the transforma-
tion of the Chinese militaryinto
aformidable force with new air-
craft carriers, hypersonic mis-
siles and an expanding nuclear
arsenal. Anditcomesas China’s
rivalry with the US has intensi-
fied, and as the Trump admin-
istration has put American fire-
power, and its limits, on vivid
display in Venezuela and Iran.

China’s war readiness may
be disrupted for years by the
very cleanup that Xi has said is
necessary to purify and
strengthen the ranks. What
once looked like a limited

The military

must never
have anyone who
harbours adivided
heart towards the

party”
XIJINPING
CHINA'S LEADER

crackdown on corruption be-
came a sweeping dismissal of
dozens of top officers, and cul-
minated in the downfall early
this year of Zhang Youxia,
China’s top uniformed com-
mander, who had appeared to
be a confidant of Xi’s.

“This is Xi Jinping’s mili-
tary,” said Daniel Mattingly, an
associate professor at Yale Uni-
versity who studies China’s
politics and military. “Why does
hebreakthe thingthat he built?

The corruption Xi
hasbeen huntingisreal.
But earlier internal
speeches by Xi, not pre-
viously reported in de-
tail, reveal another fac-
tor:aleader whosaw in any sign
of disobedience the seed of a
political threat to hisrule. He be-
came convinced, analysts say,
that the commanders he had
chosen to modernize the mili-
tary could no longer be trusted,
their loyalty and effectiveness
eroded by graft and cronyism.

Analysts say the upheaval
has also exposed the tensions
between Xi’s two imperatives
— preparing for combat and
enforcingloyalty..

| O

Early on, Xi appeared deter-
mined to avoid the fate of his
predecessor, Hu Jintao, who
was widely seen to have failed
to establish his authority over
China’s military commandetrs.

Hu’sdirectives toarmy com-
manders were “more like sug-
gestions they would consider,”
said John Culver, a former CIA
analyst now at the Brookings
Institution. “Basically you had
a system that was no longer re-
sponsive to the party.”

After coming to power in
2012, Xi launched investiga-
tions against commanders who
had grown wealthy, and over-
weening, under Hu, including
some previously deemed un-
touchable because of their
status.

From his first years in
power, Xialsobegan entrench-
ing a “chairman responsibility
system,” an overhaul that
tightened his control over the
military by giving him intelli-
gence and control deep into its
ranks. He declared his confi-
dence in his own ability to spot
the right commanders for pro-
motion.

Bylate 2025, the purges were
reshapingnotjust the ranksbut
thebalance of power amongre-
maining commanders.
Analysts suggested that
as the investigations
deepened, there was
growing turbulence in-
side the military elite, in-
cluding between commanders
focused on warfighting goals
and officers tasked with enfor-
cing political loyalty.

The final straw came when
Xi moved to promote Gen
Zhang Shengmin to vice chair
of the Central Military Com-
mission, said Christopher K
Johnson, a former US govern-
ment intelligence officer whois
now president of China Strat-
egies Group, a consultancy
firm.

NYT |

nim news agency later cited an
Iranian military source saying
the situation had calmed but
warning more clashes were
possible. The US military said it
struck two Iran-linked vessels

Israeli strikes kill 4 in Beirut, at
least 13 in southern Lebanon

Beirut: Three Israeli drone
strikes on vehicles just south of
Beirut on Saturday killed four
people while a series of air-
strikes on southern Lebanon
killed at least 13, including a
man and his 12-year-old
daughter, state media and the
Health Ministry said.

The three drone strikes south
of Beirut marked another esca-
lation since a ceasefire between
Israel and Hezbollah went into
effecton April 17. Both Israeland
Hezbollah have continued their
daily attacks despite the truce.
On Wednesday night, Israel's air
force carried out an airstrike on

a southern suburb in which Is-
raelsaid itkilled a senior Hezbol-
lah military official. It was the
first strike near the capital since
the ceasefire was reached.

Two of the strikes on Satur-
day took place on the highway
linking Beirut with the southern
port city of Sidon in which sev-
eral people were wounded,
while the third happened on a
roadleadingto Lebanon's Chouf
region killing three, the state-run
National News Agency said.

An Associated Press jour-
nalist at the scene saw a dead
body on the highway in the
town of Saadiyat. AP

attempting to enter an Iranian
port, with a U.S. fighter jet hit-
ting their smokestacks and
forcing them to turn back.

Tehran has largely blocked
non-Iranian shipping through
the strait since the war began
with US-Israeli airstrikes across
Iran on February 28.

The US imposed a blockade
on Iranian vessels last month.

But a CIA assessment indicated
Iran would not suffer severe
economic pressure from a US
blockade of Iranian ports for
about another four months, ac-
cordingtoaU.S. official familiar
with the matter, raising ques-
tionsover Trump'sleverage over
Tehran in a conflict that has
been unpopular with votersand
US allies. REUTERS

Russm Celebrates Vlctory Day

Russian President Vladimir Putin is seen on a screen while delivering a speech during a military parade
on Victory Day, marking the 81st anniversary of the victory over Nazi Germany in World War Il, at Red
Square in central Moscow on Saturday. REUTERS

US proposes to hike
minimum wages for
hiring H1B workers

Press Trust of India
Washington, May 9

THE US has proposed to in-
crease the minimum wages
paid to hire an employee under
the H1B visa program by 30 per
cent over the previously fixed
limits, a move the administra-
tion claims will help prevent
foreigners from undercutting
wages of US nationals.

The new rule, proposed by
the US Department of Labour
on March 27, seeks to increase
the minimum wages for four
categories from the entry-level
to the most-experienced, con-
tending that the existing wage
levels were fixed 20 years ago
and fail to adequately protect
US workers.

According to the proposed
rule Tmproving Wage Protec-
tions for the Temporary and
Permanent Employment of
Certain Foreign Nationals in
the United States', the prevail-
ingwage for entry-level foreign
workers was USD 73,279 per
annum, USD 98,987 (Level 1I),
USD 121,979 (Level III) and USD
144,202 (Level IV).

The new rule, which is now
open to public comments till
May 26, seekstoincreasethe pre-
vailing wages for entry-level
workers to USD 97,746, a hike of
33.39 per cent over the old rates,
USD 123,212 (Level 11, 24.47 per
cent), USD 147,333 (Level II1,
20.79 per cent),and USD 175,464
(Level IV, 21.68%). The prevailing
wages differ from city to city.

| Saturday.

Countries prepare
toevacuate
hantavirus-hit
ship passengers

Madlrid: Countries prepared to
evacuate their citizens from the
luxury cruise ship hit by a
deadly strain of hantavirus that
is due to anchor near Tenerife
early on Sunday, as health auth-
orities said the risk of the virus
spreading was low.

The WHO briefed member
states with nationals on board
on Saturday on how to manage
the process, advising active
monitoring of passengers for a
42-day period from the last
point of exposure. “I need you
to hear me clearly: this is not
another COVID. The current
public health risk from han-
tavirus remains low,” WHO
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus wrote on X earlier on

REUTERS |
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Peter Magyar delivers a speech after becoming Hungary’s new
Prime Minister in Budapest on Saturday. ReuTers

HUNGARY

Magyar swornin as Hungary’s
PM on promises of change

CENTRE-RIGHT LEADER Peter Magyar was swornin as
Hungary's prime minister on Saturday, propelled into of-
fice on promises of change after years of economic stagna-
tion and strained ties with key allies under his predecessor
Viktor Orban. Magyar defeated nationalist Orban after 16
yearsin powerinan April 12 election landslide, handing his
Tisza party a constitutional majority that will allow him to
roll back reforms critics say have weakened democracy.
Foreign investors and Hungarians alike have welcomed
Magyar's victory, with the forint hitting four-year highs
against the euro, bondyields falling and post-election polls

showing more voters backing Tisza.

AUSTRALIA
Far-right party
wins first lower
house seat

AUSTRALIAN FAR-RIGHT
populist party Pauline Han-
son's One Nation wonits first
seatinthe country's House
of Representativesin abye-
lection on Saturday, a
preliminary vote count
showed. Britain's ruling La-
bour party this week
suffered awidespread loss of
seats at council elections.
One Nation's first preference
votein the byelection was
42%,the ABCsaid,
compared to the 6.6% first-
preferencevoteitgotata
federal election last May. AP

REUTERS

INDONESIA

Volcano erupts,
rescuersfind1
body, 2 missing

RESCUERS ON Saturday
recovered thebody ofan
Indonesian woman who
was caughtinavolcanic
eruption at Mount
Dukono onIndonesia's
remoteisland of Halmahera
aday earlier, as search
operations continued to
find the bodies of two Sin-
gaporeans, officials said.
The slain hikers were
among 20 who setoutto
ascend the1,355-metre
volcanoin defiance of
safety restrictions and
became stranded. AP

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

PAKISTAN

Forces kill five
militantsin
Khyber province

FIVE TERRORISTS were
killed in operations
conducted by security
forcesin Pakistan's restive
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince, the army said on Sat-
urday. Based on intellig-
ence, the security forces
initiated two separate oper-
ationsinthe Tank and Dera
Ismail Khan districts on
May7and8,itsaidina
statement. Four terrorists
belongingto the banned
TTP were Killed in the mili-
taryengagementinthe
Tank district, the statement
said.In DeralIsmail Khan,
another TTP member was
killed in an exchange of fire
with the security forces. PTI

BANGLADESH

INS Sunayna
arrives at
Chattogram Port

INDIAN NAVAL Ship (INS)
Sunaynahasarrived at Bang-
ladesh's Chattogram Port on
atwo-dayvisitas partofthe
I0S (Indian Ocean Ship)
SAGAR 2026 deployment.
The visitaimsto further
strengthen maritime coop-
eration and professional ties
between the Indian Navy
and the Bangladesh Navy.
"Onits second deployment,
I0S Sagar is crewed by per-
sonnel of IOR partner coun-
triesrepresenting17 nation-
alities, including
Bangladesh; cooperating,
trainingandlearning
together," the High Commis-
sion ofIndiain Bangladesh
posted on social media. AP

Blast at Dutch PM’s party
headquarters, no injuries

The Hague: A bomb that was
pushed through aletter slot ex-
ploded at the party head-
quarters of Dutch PM Rob
Jetten butdidn’tinjure anyone,
and the centrist leader vowed
Friday not to be intimidated.
Police said they had ar-
rested a suspect late Thursday

at the headquarters of the cen-
trist D66 party, but declined to
release any further details in-
cluding any suspected motive.

The attack took place dur-
ing a meeting of about 30
members of the party’s youth
wing, who were startled but un-
harmed, Jetten said. AP

e ANTHONY HOPKINS, AT 88, IS DELIGHTING FANS ON TIKTOK WITH SOME OF PRINCE HAMLET’S ‘TO BE, OR NOT TO BE’ SOLILOQUY

From Taylor Swift to Oscars, 400—yr old ‘Hamlet’ flourishes in the age of TikTok

Mark Kennedy
New York, May 9

HE’S ON screen, onstage, on
tour, online and in song. “Ham-
let” — William Shakespeare’s
masterpiece about a moody
Danish prince — seems to be
having a moment.

A National Theatre produc-
tion haslanded at the Brooklyn
Academy of Music starring
Hiran Abeysekera. There’s a
movie version set in London’s
South Asian community star-
ring Riz Ahmed. Anthony Hop-
kins, at 88, isdelighting fanson
TikTok with some of Prince
Hamlet’s “To be, or not to be”
soliloquy. The movie “Ham-
net” —thefictionalized story of

loss that inspired the creation
of “Hamlet” — earned Jessie
Buckley an Oscar. Taylor Swift’s
“The Fate of Ophelia” — that’s
Hamlet’s ex — went to No.1on
the Billboard singles chart.
Eddie Izzard is taking her one-
person production of the play
on aworldwide tour.

Four hundred years on,
“Hamlet” — whose seemingly
quite modern antihero is end-
lessly mulling over what to do
after his uncle murdered his
father and married his mother
— isstill giving.

Want even more? There’s
even a “Hamnet” play, adapted
from Maggie O’Farrell’s original
novel, and the Royal Shake-
speare Company is taking it on

aU.K. tour. Shakespeare & Com-
pany will stage a “Hamlet” this
August in the Berkshires.
There’s a Canadian production
of “Hamlet, Sweet Prince,” using
aqueer, contemporarylens. The
Acting Company in New York
will have a modern-verse ver-
sion led by a woman, and the
Peruvian theater company
Teatro La Plaza recently pres-
ented a version off-Broadway
starringeight Spanish-speaking
actors with Down syndrome.
Harvard’s Jeffrey R. Wilson,
a Shakespeare scholar, says
“Hamlet” is perfect for our era,
when the crush of bad news has
triggered constant, existential
check-ins, like: “Hey, how’s
everyone hangingin there?”

Hiran Abeysekera performs ‘Hamlet’ at National Theatre, London. ap

The plethora of works are
markedly vibrant and fresh,
from the Hamlet in Brooklyn
who wears a beanie to the one

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

who enjoys Bollywood-style
dances in London. “Great plays
survive not because they re-
main untouched, but because

they can continue to be trans-
formed,” says director and play-
wright Chela De Ferrari, from
Teatro LaPlaza, whose neurodi-
verse “Hamlet” is a visceral and
urgent call from those often ex-
cluded from cultural narratives.

In one of the show’s most
potent moments, an actor at-
tempts toimitate Laurence Oli-
vier’s delivery of Hamlet’s “To
be, or not to be” soliloquy with
an image of the famous actor
projected on a screen. It takes
onanew urgency when spoken
by someone whose very right to
be in public or artistic spaces is
often questioned.

Shakespearein BMW
Onschool trips to see Shake-

speare plays, filmmaker Aneil
Karia always felt like they were
an arm’s length away.

“I felt like I was primarily
watching an intellectual experi-
ence unfold and I had touse my
brain to keep up with the plot
and the language and every-
thinglike that,” he says.

He teamed up with Ahmed
and screenwriter Michael Les-
slie for a stripped-down, mod-
ern-day retelling of “Hamlet”
that leans into the title char-
acter’sunease at being compli-
citinacorrupt business system.

“That feels so pertinent to
the moment we’re in politically
and everything,. It feels like the
question alot of people are ask-
ing,” says Karia. “It feels like

these stories are actually a con-
versation through time itself.”

Hamlet here parties at a
neon-drenched nightclub and
delivers his soliloquy while
hurtling down rain-slicked
London streets in a BMW, tak-
ing his hands off the wheel as a
truck approaches head-on. To
be, or not to be, indeed.

“The best best-case scenario
here is that it’s opening up
Shakespeare to audiences who
didn’t think it was for them, or
who struggled with it pre-
viously,” says Karia, whose film
starts streaming Tuesday. “This
isabigcall, butIfeel like Shake-
speare would approve. I feel his
whole thing waslike, “Take this
stuffand doyourthing.” AP
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Happening
today

o©PMNARENDRA MODI will
attend The Art of Living’s 45th
anniversary celebrationsin
Bengaluru. He will later visit
Telanganatoinaugurate and lay
foundation stones for projects
worth around ¥9,400 crore.

®DUTCH VESSEL MV Hondius,
which reported a hantavirus
outbreak, is settoarrive at
Spain’s Canary Islands. At least
two Indians are part of the crew.
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UNION MINISTERS, CMs OF NDA-RULED STATES AT BRIGADE PARADE GROUND EVENT

Suvendu takes charge of Bengal:

‘Tam everyone 'S Chief Minister’

Five others sworn
in as ministers;
TMC wishes
them success;
PMbowsto
people of Bengal

Atri Mitra
& Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, May 9

FIVE DAYS after the BJP
scripted history with a land-
slide victory in the West Bengal
Assembly elections, Suvendu
Adhikari, who led the party’s
ground offensive thatended 15
years of TMC rule, was swornin
Saturday as the state’s first BJP
Chief Minister.

The oath-taking ceremony,
the first by a Chief Minister at
Kolkata’siconic Brigade Parade
Ground, was attended among
others by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Union Ministers
Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah,
Nitin Gadkari, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, and all NDA and BJP
CMsincluding N Chandrababu
Naidu, Yogi Adityanath, Him-
anta Biswa Sarma and Dev-
endra Fadnavis.

Apart from Adhikari, five
ministers — Dilip Ghosh, Agni-
mitra Paul, Nisith Pramanik,

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

-
-

PM Narendra Modi on the dais as West Bengal Governor R N Ravi administers the oath of office to CM Suvendu Adhikari in Kolkata. partHa pauL

Team Suvendu: Mix of old and new
faces; balancing of regions, groups

Ravik Bhattacharya
& Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 9

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari’s newly
formed Cabinet reflected a mix
of old and new faces, with rep-
resentation for women as well
as the Rajbanshi, Matua and
tribal communities.

Apart from Adhikari,
five ministers took oath
of office in Kolkata’s
Brigade Parade Ground
on Saturday, including
Dilip Ghosh, Agnimitra
Paul, Nitish Pramanik, Khudi-
ram Tudu and AshokKirtaniya.
Sourcessaid Ghosh and Paul are
likely to be named as Deputy
Chief Ministers.

In finale to high-stakes TN drama, Vij ay_
gets majority, to take oath as CM today

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 9

AFTER NEARLY 24 hours of
shifting numbers, resort move-
ments, contentious letters and
high-stakes meetings, Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
founder C Joseph Vijay on Sat-
urday evening met Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar
to stake claim to form the next
government in Tamil Nadu,
after the VCK and IUML ex-
tended unconditional support
to his party. The swearing-in
ceremony is scheduled to take

KERALA CM RACE:
RAHULLIVID OVER
TUSSLE FLARING
ONSTREETS

PUNJAB MINISTER
ARRESTED BY ED;
PRESSURE TACTIC
TOJOIN BJP:AAP

Tamil Nadu Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar hands over a
letter appointing Vijay as the new CM, in Chennai, Saturday. r1i

place at Chennai’s Nehru Sta-
dium at 10 am Sunday.
Arlekar, who formally ap-
pointed Vijay asthe CM and in-
vited him to form the govern-
ment, has also asked the
actor-turned-politician to
prove his majority by May 13.
The day began with uncer-
tainty and ended with TVK
crossing the majority mark. But
not before Vijay, who had ear-
lier started from his Foreshore
Estate residence to meet the
Governor, returned midway
after he was told that no
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Vinesh comeback hits a hurdle, WFI
bars her from competlng until June 26

Wrestling body
issues notice,
cites violations

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, May 9

THE WRESTLING Federation
of India (WFI) has issued a
15-page show-cause notice to
wrestler Vinesh Phogat, accus-
ing her of indiscipline, viol-

Vinesh Phogatis aiminga
comeback two years after she
announced her retirement

ations of anti-doping regula-
tions, and breaches of United

World Wrestling (UWW) rules.
The federation has also
barred her from competing in
domestic events until June 26,
effectively delaying her planned
return to competitive wrestling.
The suspension from do-
mestic competition is also
likely to derail her hopes of
making acomebackin time for
major international events, in-
cluding the Asian Games cycle
leading up to the 2028 Los An-
geles Olympics.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e TECH-DRIVEN APPROACH HAS CONTRIBUTED TO SHARP FALL IN INFILTRATION ATTEMPTS

From ground to the skies: How drones
are reshaping opcerations along borders

QPERATION
sindoor

AYEARLATER

Arun Sharma
Jammu, May 9

IN THE early hours of June 26,
2021, two consecutive blasts
rocked the highly fortified In-
dian Air Force stationinJammu.
Thiswas thefirst terror attackin
which drones were used to air-
drop bombs on a major security

installation. Though the ex-
plosions caused no seriousdam-
age, the attack reflected a para-
digm shift in the tactics of
Pakistan-based terror groups:
the threat had moved from the
ground to the air, rendering tra-
ditional security measures per-
manently inadequate.

The use of drones, howevetr,
had already been a regular fea-
ture across the restive Line of
Control and International
Border in J&K for over a year.
One such drone, carrying a US-
made M4 semi-automatic car-
bine, two magazines, 60 rounds

l._'l_ T
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e DRONE SHIELD

KAMIKAZE DRONES deployed
during Operation Sindoor

KAVACH LASER system used to
detect drone infiltration attempts
and send early warnings

JAMMERS deployed to disrupt
hostile drone flights, High-
Altitude Long-Endurance drones
to monitor difficult terrain

and seven Chinese grenades,
was shot down by the BSF near
Kathua district's Rathua village

on June 20, 2020. The payload
was reportedly marked with the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Dilip Ghosh: BJP
veteran Dilip Ghosh,
MLA from Kharagpur
Sadar, began his politi-
cal journey as an RSS
pracharak and later

EYE
Lcarning to Exhale

As The Art of Living, established by Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar turns 45, alook at the movement and

the holistic living wave that
followed in its wake
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Energy security a key
. priority, UAE stopover
. added to PM’sitinerary

Modi leaves on
May 15 for tour of
4 Europe nations

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, May 9

AT A time when India is navi-
gating security and economic
challenges amidst the instabil-
ity in West Asia, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is expected to

Indian diaspora, has been in-
cluded in the Prime Minister’s
itinerary at the last minute.
The UAE has been one of
the main targets of Iranian mis-
sile attacks ever since the start
of the West Asia war on Febru-
ary 28. Tehran accuses the
emirates of providing safe
space to American military
bases, facilities and personnel.
And amid the crisis in the
Strait of Hormuz, which has
impacted energy supplies to
much of the world, including

visit the UAE on May 15. India, the UAE announced it

Sources said Saturday that
the UAE, which has a compre-
hensive strategic partnership
withIndiaandishometoalarge

was exiting the OPEC, the bloc
of oil-producing exporters
headed by Saudi Arabia, and

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

served as Bengal BJP president PMSEEKS BLESS,INGS
twice. He won the Medinipur OF MOOKERJEE'S AIDE
LokSabhaseatin2019andalso -
served as the party’s national KNIVES OUTINTMC
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Police personnel walk past debris as they keep a vigil during a
demolition drive at Dal Mandi area in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh,

Saturday. pri

10 DEMOLITIONS IN 10 DAYS

J&K minister slams
police for ‘bulldozing’
houses over drug
peddling’ charges

Bashaarat Masood
Srinagar, May 9

OVER THE last 10 days, the
Jammu and Kashmir Police de-
molished at least 10 residential
and commercial properties
linked toalleged drug peddlers,
saying the action was meant to
“send a clear and unequivocal
message” that those “involved
innarcotics trade will face strict
and visible consequences”.

However, J&K Health Min-
ister Sakina Itoo has accused
the police department, which
comes under Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha, of using the anti-
drugs campaign as an excuse to
“target the people”.

The ongoing 100-day
“Nasha Mukt Jammu and
Kashmir (Drug-free Jammu
and Kashmir)” campaign initi-
ated by the Lt Governor has
seen several arrests and the
demolition of houses and com-
mercial complexeslinked toal-
leged drug peddlers.

Over the last 10 days, police
teams and revenue officials
have demolished at least 10
houses and residential proper-
ties, mostly in south Kashmir.

While in some cases, police
said these were built illegally,
either on government land or
without proper permission, in
other cases, they said the struc-
tures were demolished as they
were “acquired and developed
using proceeds generated from
narcotics trafficking”.

After demolishing a com-
mercial complex comprising 15
shops at Bijbehara in south
Kashmir, police had said, “Dur-
ingverification, it surfaced that
the shopping complex had
been illegally constructed on
state land.” The property be-
longed to a “notorious drug
peddler”, police said, against
whom a case is registered
under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic  Substances
(NDPS) Act. “Acting upon due
legal process and in coordina-
tion with the concerned auth-
orities, theillegal structure was
demolished as part of ongoing
efforts to dismantle the finan-
cial infrastructure of the drug
syndicate...,” they said.

In another case, police said
the house of an alleged drug
peddler was demolished in Sri-

nagar because it was “raised il-
legally on land acquired and
developed using proceeds gen-
erated from narcotics traffick-
ing”. Police further said the “ac-
tion sends a clear and
unequivocal message (that)
properties from proceeds of
drug trafficking will not be
spared and those involved in
the narcotics trade will face
strict and visible action”.

J&K Health Minister Sakina
Itoo on Friday criticised the po-
lice action. “Don’t target the
people making it (drug traffick-
ing) an excuse,” Itoo said while
talking to reporters. “If you ar-
rest someone, where does he get
these drugs from? The Home
department should check that
drugs don’t come here.”

Itoo warned that “bulldoz-
ing the houses, demolishing
the property” will have
negative consequences and
called for its immediate stop.

“This is absolutely wrong,”
shesaid, adding, “If you recover
drugs or something else from
someone, you demolish a prop-
erty that is not even in his
name, that is a property of his
parents...”

She asked how drugs enter
Jammu and Kashmirwhen the
borders are manned by security
forces. “You lay your hands on
the people who bring it into
Kashmir,” she said.

Itoo also alleged that while
demolitions and seizure of im-
movable assets are taking place
in the Kashmir Valley, the
Jammu division is spared.

“Iwantto ask you one ques-
tion. Where is drug addiction
more, Jammu or Kashmir? Asa
Health minister, I will give you
the figures that it is more in
Jammu,” she said. “If you want
to control addiction, you have
to control it in Jammu as well.
Butin Kashmir, youuseitasan
excuse to seize the properties,
to demolish and bulldoze the
houses. It is discrimination,”
she added.

While there were at least 10
drug-related demolitionsin the
Valley in the last 10 days, there
were at least four demolitions
inJammu last month. Of these,
three were carried out in Rajiv
Nagar on April 12 and one in
Beli-Charana on the outskirts
of Jammu on April 18.

‘Abducted’ amid attack
on village near Myanmar
border, Manipur woman
freed two days later

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, May 9

A WOMAN who was allegedly
abducted by militants after an
attack on villages along the
Indo-Myanmar border in Ma-
nipur on Thursday was re-
leased on Sunday.
Accordingto asecurity offi-
cial, Olina Ningshen, who is
from the Tangkhul commu-
nity, had allegedly been ab-
ducted by members of the Kuki
National Army (Burma) and
Village Volunteers Eastern
Zone (VVEZ) from Namlee, a
border village in Kamjong dis-
trict. She was released on Sun-
day atZ. Chorovillage, whichis
located close to the border,
“under the watch of Assam
Rifles, Intelligence and other
agencies”, a spokesperson for
the Ministry of Defence said.
Choro, Namlee and Wan-
glee, which are Tangkhul vil-
lages located along the Indo-
Myanmar border in Kamjong

district, had come under attack
early on May 7, leading to sev-
eral people being injured and
several houses being set ablaze.
Olina Ningshen had been miss-
ing since then.

“Thewoman’s husband, the
village headman, and CSOs
(civil society organisation) were
taken...close to the handover
location, once own forces had
secured the release. After re-
lease, the family and CSOs were
taken to the unit HQs at Chas-
sad for formal handing over
and documentation,” said the
spokesperson, adding that the
family were subsequently
moved to their village, Khang-
pat Khn.

Manipur Home Minister
Govindas Kothoujam also
visited Kamjong district on Sat-
urday.

Referring to the situation in
the area on May 7, the spokes-
person said that the situation
was “brought under control...
despite challenging conditions”.
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Suvendu takes charge

Ashok Kirtania, and Kshudi-
ram Tudu — were also admin-
istered the oath of office by
Governor R N Ravi. Pramanik
belongs to the Rajbanshi com-
munity, Kirtania is a Matua,
and Tudu is from the Adivasi
community.

Modi arrived at the venue of
the swearing-in ceremonyinan
open car flanked by Adhikari,
wearing a saffron ‘fatua’ (kurta
shirt), and BJP state president
Samik Bhattacharya.

About 100 metres from the
stage, Modi stepped out of the
car and walked towards the
dais. Once on the stage, he
bowed down with folded hands
to thank the people of Bengal.

He greeted Makhanlal Sar-
kar, 97, who had accompanied
Syama Prasad Mookerjee on his
last mission to Kashmir, oppos-
ing the now-shelved special
status of the erstwhile state of
J&K.

Soon after taking over asthe
new CM, Adhikari went to Jo-
rasanko Thakurbari, the birth-
place of Gurudev Rabindra-
nath Tagore. “Without
Rabindranath Tagore, you can’t
think about Bengali culture. We
have started a new era by pay-
ing tribute to Tagore on his
birth anniversary,” he said.

And days after he ratch-
eted up the rhetoric following
his wins in Bhabanipur

\ﬁl notice to Vinesh

Thenotice, issued Saturday,
comes nearly two years after Vi-
nesh announced her retire-
ment following the heartbreak
of her disqualification on the
morning of the 2024 Paris
Olympics final.

Earlier this year, the former
world championship medallist
had indicated her intention to
return to the sport and was tar-
geting the National Open Rank-
ingtournamentin Gondain UP,
scheduled tobegin this Sunday.

Gonda is the home turf of
former WFI chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, a former MP,
whowas accused of sexual har-
assment by six women
wrestlers. On May 3, Vinesh
said she was one of the six who
had complained against him.

When contacted, Vinesh
did not comment on the allega-
tions against her in the show-
cause notice.

According to the WFI, Vi-
nesh failed to comply with the
mandatory six-month notice
period required under the
UWW Anti-Doping Rules for
athletes returning from retire-
ment. The federation has asked
her to respond to the allega-
tions within 14 days.

A major portion of the no-
tice relates to Vinesh'’s contro-
versial disqualification from
the Paris Olympics, where she
competed in the women’s
S0kg category.

Vinesh had scripted history
by becoming the first Indian
woman wrestler to reach an
Olympic final. However, she

T
UAE visit
the OPEC Plus.

India has walked the diplo-
matic tightrope between the
UAE and Iran, but has re-
peatedly condemned the at-
tacks on the UAE.

From the UAE, Modi will
leave for Europe. He is sched-
uled to visit the Netherlands
(May 15-17), Sweden (May 17),
Norway (May 17-19) and Italy
(May 19-20).

Sources said the situationin
West Asia is one of the reasons
why the Prime Minister has de-
cided to meet UAE President
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan.

On May 5, a day after three
Indian nationals in the UAE
wereinjured in ablaze following

was disqualified ahead of the
gold medal bout after failing
the second-day weigh-in by 100
grams.

In the notice, WFI alleged
that her decision to cut down
from her natural weight cat-
egory and subsequent failureto
maintain the required limit
caused significant damage to
Indian wrestling’s reputation.

“Your failure to manage
your weight in the highest in-
ternational competition, after
voluntarily opting to drop
down to the 50kg category from
your usual higher weight cat-
egory, resulted in the loss of an
assured Olympic medal for
India and caused lasting rep-
utational damage to Indian
wrestling,” the federation said
in the notice.

The WFI has also sought an
explanation from Vinesh for al-
legedly competing in two dif-
ferent weight categories during
the March 2024 Olympics se-
lection trials conducted by the
Indian Olympic Association-
appointed ad hoc commiittee.

Atthetime, the federation’s
activitieshad been suspended,
and wrestling in India was
being overseen by an ad hoc
panel constituted by the Indian
Olympic Association.

Accordingtothe WFI, UWW
regulations permit a wrestler to
compete in only one weight
category corresponding to the
athlete’s official weigh-in
weight. The federation further
claimed it had received three
separate complaints regarding

an Iranian drone strike in the
eastern emirate of Fujairah,
Modi “strongly condemned the
attacks”, and said the targeting
of civilians and infrastructure
was “unacceptable”.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs, in a separate statement,
called for the “immediate cessa-
tion of these hostilities and the
targeting of civilian infrastruc-
ture and innocent civilians”.

Earlier, in the last week of
April, National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval travelled to the UAE
and met the UAE President in
Abu Dhabi. This was a week
after he visited Saudi Arabia.

Doval’s visit was an impor-
tant outreach given that he has
been coordinating with the
Emirati establishment on secur-
ity and strategic issues, es-
pecially on counter-terrorism
cooperation. It also laid the

From ground to sky

name of Ali Bhai — believed to
beacode name fora Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad operative.

The introduction of drones
hasrendered established secur-
ity measures obsolete and fun-
damentally changed how
border security is conceived. Ac-
cording to a Ministry of Home
Affairs report last year, two to
three drones were sighted, and
one drone incursion occurred
daily, over the past five years.
While the focus of incursions in
Punjab and Rajasthan is pri-
marily smuggling, the situation
inJ&Kisespecially challenging.

In J&K, drones are being
used to airdrop weapons, am-
munition and narcotics, con-
duct tactical surveillance, guide
infiltrating militants and carry
outattacks. Soon afterthe begin-
ning of Operation Sindoor last
year, dronesbecame the weapon
of choice — the first such use of
drone swarms in an Indo-Pak
conflict, changing the nature of
border warfare permanently.

Between May 7 and 8 last
year, Pakistan launched drone
attacks using nearly 300-400
drones targeting around three
dozenlocations from Kashmirto
Sir Creek in Gujarat. A large
number targeted Jammu and
Kashmir, and almost all were

neutralised by Indian defence
forces, an Army officer said.

Indian armed forces de-
ployed SkyStriker Kamikaze
drones, HAROP and Nagastra-1
duringtheir campaign. Counter-
drone systems were activated,
including Man-Portable Air De-
fence Systems (MANPADS), Di-
rect Energy Weapons (DEWSs)
and the indigenous anti-drone
D-4 system. A laser system
called KAVACH has also been
put into action in J&K to detect
drone infiltration attempts and
send early warnings. Forces
have additionally deployed
jammerstodisrupt hostile drone
flights and High-Altitude Long-
Endurance (HALE) drones to
monitor difficult terrain.

The BSF, primarily respon-
sible for border security, raised
itsfirst drone squadron last year
tobolster its capabilities.

In air, and on ground

While drones have trans-
formed military operations over
India’s borders since Operation
Sindoor, the shift is equally vis-
ible on the ground. A senior
Army officer in the Northern
Command told The Indian Ex-
press that the “advent of drone
and anti-drone technologies
changed the dynamicsalongthe

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

(where he defeated TMC
leader and Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee) and Nandi-
gram when he claimed Mus-
lims had voted for the TMC
and the Hindus for him, Adhi-
kari said, “Ami mukhyoman-
tri, ami ekhon sokoler (I am
the Chief Minister, I now be-
long to everyone).”

He later proceeded to the
PWD Maidan tent. Sources said
he met Chief Secretary Dus-
hyant Nariala, Home Secretary
Sanghamitra Ghosh and the
police top brass. A major re-
shuffle of IAS and IPS officers
in the state could take place
soon, sources said.

Meanwhile, the TMC, in a
statement, said, “We congratu-
late the leaders and wish them
success in working with com-
mitment for the interest of the

Vinesh’s conduct during the
trials, describing her behaviour
as “unsportsmanlike”.

The notice also raises con-
cerns over alleged anti-doping
rule violationslinked to missed
whereabouts filings and unsuc-
cessful dope-control attempits.

Inthe showcause notice, the
WEFI said that following her re-
tirement announcement after
the Paris Olympics, Vinesh in-
formed UWW thatshewould re-
main on “sabbatical until Au-
gust 2025” and intended to
resume compliance with anti-
doping whereabouts obliga-
tions only six months prior to
her return to competition.

The wrestler formally com-
municated her intention to re-
turn on December 12, 2025, in-
forming the Sports Authority of
India (SAI), WFI, and UWW that
she was preparing for a come-
back with an eye on the 2028
Los Angeles Olympics, the
show-cause notice stated.

However, the federation
said the International Testing
Agency (ITA) notified her of a
whereabouts failure on May 4,
after an attempted out-of-com-
petition dope test on December
18, 2025, proved unsuccessful.

The WFI also referred to
another missed dope-control
attempt dated September 25,
2024, and asked Vinesh to ex-
plain what it termed “repeated
anti-doping violations”.

Under international anti-
doping regulations, an athlete
can face suspension of up to
two years if found guilty of
three whereabouts failuresin 12
months. At present, the alleged
violation against Vinesh consti-
tutes her first recorded where-

groundwork for Modi’s visit.

Trade with the energy-rich
UAE hasbeen disrupted dueto
the Iranian closure of the Strait
of Hormuz in the last two
months — only 11 Indian ships
have been able to transit the
strait.

Modi has spoken to leaders
of the UAE, Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf monarchies in the
last two months, and External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
has also been in touch with his
counterpartsin these countries.

In April, Jaishankar also met
the UAE President. Underlining
the robustness of the India-UAE
strategic partnership, he said the
ongoing dialogue between the
two nations remained strong
and transparent despite the
complex regional environment.

The UAE is home to about
4.7 million Indians, and annual

Indo-Pak border to a great ex-
tent.”

He described an array of ad-
vanced sensors — thermal
imagers, underground sensors
(UGS), fibre-optic sensors, radar
and sonar — that form an invis-
ible electronic barrier even
where physical patrolling is im-
possible, providing round-the-
clock real-time monitoring.
Dronesalsohelp “carry out effec-
tive surveillance,” reduce troop
fatigue from physical domina-
tion patrols, enhance reaction
capabilities and overcome
weather and terrain-related dif-
ficulties. Optical fibre cable-
based and tethered drones,
which are not pronetojamming,
provide anadded advantage, he
said.

Another officer putit starkly:
“Everythingisdifferentafter Op
Sindoor. The very nature of mili-
tary campaigns has changed
across the world. I think drones
have done to military strategy
what cellular phonesdid to tele-
phone communication. Till re-
cently, physical patrolling was
the only way to confront infiltra-
tion attempts. It was a tiresome
exercise that continued round
theyear. Now thereisadditional
support to keep watch.”

Officialsin the security forces
and the UT administration say
that Pakistan’s frequent use of
drones has significantly altered
security dynamics along both

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

people of Bengal.” It said the
party had unanimously de-
cided that Sobhandeb Chatto-
padhyay would be the Leader of
Opposition, Asima Patra and
Nayna Bandyopadhyay the
Deputy Leaders of Opposition.
The TMC Chief Whip would be
Firhad Hakim.

Adhikari’s parents could not
attend the swearing-in cer-
emony as they were unwell. His
father Sisir Adhikari said, “He
is the second of my four sons.
From childhood, he hasshown
leadership qualities, and he is
Chief Minister material. He is
very cool and a very good or-
ganiser as well.”

Mother Gayatri Devi said,
“Heisalways very calm.Inever
scolded him, he was never
naughty... Suvendu loves fried
fish, especially Hilsa.”

abouts failure.

However, the anti-doping
rules come under the ambit of
the National Anti-Doping
Agency and the UWW, and
neither has so far raised ques-
tions over her eligibility.

The federation has ruled Vi-
neshineligible to participatein
domestic tournaments until
June 26, citing Article 5.7 of the
UWW Anti-Doping Rules gov-
erning retired athletes return-
ing to competition.

The rule states that any re-
tired athlete seeking to resume
competition must notify
UWW at least six months in
advance and remain available
for doping tests throughout
that period.

According to the WFI, Vi-
nesh’s December 12,2025, com-
munication amounted to an of-
ficial declaration of return but
failed to satisfy the six-month
mandatory notice requirement
before competing.

“As per Article 5.7, any re-
tired athlete wishing to return
to competition shall announce
it to UWW at least six months
before such return and shall re-
main available for testing dur-
ing the entire notice period,”
the federation stated.

The notice warned that fail-
ure to respond within 14 days
could result in ex parte pro-
ceedings and further disciplin-
ary action.

“Should you fail to submit
your written reply within the
stipulated period of fourteen
days, the Federation shall be
constrained to proceed ex parte
and pass such orders as it may
deem fit,” the notice stated.

- WITH MIHIR VASAVDA

remittances by thelarge Indian
community in the UAE is one
ofthe highestin the world. The
Indian expatriate community
isthelargest ethnic community
in the UAE, constituting about
35 per cent of the country’s
population.

The India-UAE trade,
valued at USD 180 million per
annum in the 1970s, reached
USD 84 billion in 2023-24 - the
UAE became India’s third lar-
gesttrading partner after China
and the US.

For the period April 2000-
September 2024, FDI inflows
from the UAE accounted for
nearly USD 22 billion (3.1% of the
total inward FDI inflows), mak-
ing it the seventh largest source
of investments. The UAE has
committed to invest USD 75 bil-
lionin India’sinfrastructure sec-
tor over a period of time.

the International Borderand the
Line of Control. The technology-
driven approach has con-
tributed toasharp fallininfiltra-
tion attempts and a significant
decrease in militant skirmishes
on the border.

“Earlier, we used to consider
only the five-kilometre belt
along the borders as crucial for
maintaining vigil and accord-
ingly impose dusk-to-dawn cur-
few restricting all movement
there,” a senior UT administra-
tion official said. “Now, with the
advent of drones from Pakistan,
joint teams of security forces
and police patrol and establish
nakas behind this five-Kkilo-
metre belt as well, to rule out
drone droppings near civilian
areas.” Policing in border areas
has been further intensified
through the recruitment of Vil-
lage Defence Guards from local
youth, who patrol and keep vigil
in their respective areas around
the clock.

The shift is evident from the
sharp fall in human infiltration
bids —from 143in 2018 tojust 34
in 2021. Since that year, contra-
band, arms, ammunition, ex-
plosives and even Indian cur-
rency, which earlier came
mainly through cross-border
land routes and underground
tunnels, are being dropped in
J&K by Pakistani drones. J&K
Police and other security
agencies have seized nearly

m& new

vice-president. Seen as a key
organisational figure behind
the BJP’srise in Bengal, Ghosh
has also often courted contro-
versy over his remarks on vari-
ous issues.

Agnimitra Paul: A fashion
designer-turned-politician Ag-
nimitra Paul, the BJP MLA from
Asansol Dakshin, has pre-
viously served as the president
ofthe Bengal party unit's Mahila
Morcha. Paul is a key woman
face in the Cabinet and is ex-
pected tofocus on variousissues
concerning women and their
progress and empowerment.

“Wewill have to work round-
the-clock as we have a lot of
work to do. Whatever we prom-
ised, we will have to fulfill it,”
Paulsaid after beingswornin as
aminister. Sheadded thatthere
was noone betterthan Adhikari
to helm the state.

Nisith Pramanik: Nisith
Pramanik, who belongs to the
Rajbanshi community, is the
BJPMLA from Mathabhangain
Cooch Behar. He won the Cooch
Behar Lok Sabha seat in 2019
and later served as Union Min-
ister of State for Home Affairs
and Youth Affairs and Sports be-
tween 2021 and 2024.

Akeyfigurein North Bengal
politicswith abackground asan
assistant teacher, Pramanik’sin-
duction ensures representation
for both the Rajbanshi commu-
nity, listed in the Scheduled
Caste (SC) category, as well as

]

Vijay

appointment had been granted.
Later, Raj Bhavan said an ap-
pointment had been given, the
Governor cancelled his sched-
uled Kerala visit, and Vijay
began another journey to Raj
Bhavan.

TVK, which won 108 seats,
has an effective strength of 107
as Vijay won two seats. With
Congress’s five MLASs, CPI’stwo,
CPI(M)’s two, VCK’s two and
IUML’s two, the TVK-led bloc
eventually managed the sup-
port of 120 MLAs-elect — two
above the majority mark of 118
in the 234-member Assembly.

The breakthrough came
after VCK president Thol Thiru-
mavalavan and I[UML national
president KM Kader Mohideen
issued letters extending uncon-
ditional support to TVK by
evening. Their letters followed
similar ones sent by the Left
parties on Friday evening.

Thirumavalavan said the
VCK had decided to support
TVKtoensureitdid notbecome
an obstacle to Vijay forming the
government and to prevent
President’s Rulein Tamil Nadu.
He added that the VCK would
continue to remain part of the
DMK:-led Secular Progressive Al-
liance and that the decision
would not affectitsrelationship
with the DMK.

The IUML’s support came
afteraday of mixed signals. Ear-
lier, Mohideen had said the
party remained firmly within
the DMK alliance and had not is-
sued any support letter to TVK.
Later, [IUML leaders met out-
going Chief Minister M K Stalin
before extending support to
TVK. Leaders familiar with the
talks said the IUML had con-
veyed that it could not move un-

68,000 kg of narcotics valued at
around Rs 30,000 crore across
the UT. Ofthese, heroin topsthe
listby value, with more than 539
kg — valued at nearly Rs 3,200
crore — seized by J&K Police in
Jammu region alone over the
past five years.

Nearly 1,000 weapons,
mostly AKrifles, alongwith over
28,000 rounds of ammunition
and 252 detonators, were seized
between 2021 and May 2023
across J&K. In the Jammu re-
gion, police alone have seized
247weapons, 182 IEDs, 409 gre-
nades, more than11kg of explos-
ives, two packets of RDX, cash
worth Rs 2.53 crore and 15,000
USdollars.

Why Pakistan made
the switch

Former J&K DGP Kuldeep
Khoda said Pakistan turned to
drones because border fencing,
night vision devices, lasers and
other monitoringsystems made
ground infiltration along both
the International Border and
LoCnearimpossible. “Asdrones
were easier to penetrate, it
started sending weapons and
narcotics through them to keep
low-gradeterrorismalive in J&K.
Through drones, it managed to
avoid the human chain used ear-
lier for sendingweapons and the
hawala network for funding ter-
rorism. Now, drones are drop-
ping weapons for use by terror-

the North Bengal region.

North Bengal has continued
to remain a BJP stronghold,
with the party winning 40 of the
region’s 54 seats in the recent
elections.

Khudiram Tudu: Khudi-
ram Tudu is a first-time BJP
MLA from Ranibandh in Bank-
ura, who belongs to the Sched-
uled Tribe (ST) community.

In 2021, the BJP had fared
poorlyinthestate's tribal region
in Jangalmahal, with the TMC
winning 24 of the 49 seats. This
time, however, the BJP per-
formed strongly in the tribal
belts in districts like Bankura,
Purulia, Jhargram and Paschim
Medinipur, winning 38 of the 40
seats there.

Ashok Kirtaniya: Re-
elected from Bongaon Uttar,
Ashok Kirtaniya is a prominent
BJPleader from the Matua com-
munity listed in the SC category.
Kirtaniya’sinclusionreflectsthe
party's continued outreach to
the community, a large section
of which migrated to India from
Bangladesh.

The implementation of the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
had particularly benefited the
community, which remains a
key support base for the BJPin
Bengal.

Kirtaniya said the Bengal
government will work under
Modi’s guidance. “For my
Matua brothers and sisters, I
want to tell them that under
Modiji’sleadership, the process
of granting citizenship is on-
going and will continue,” he
added.

less the DMK leadership agreed.

Thedevelopmentsmarked a
dramatic recovery for Vijay after
Friday night’s confusion. On Fri-
day evening, TVK appeared set
for power after the CPI and
CPI(M) extended support. But
by night, the numbers became
uncertain after VCK did notim-
mediately submit its letter.

But by Saturday afternoon,
the direction began to change.
AIADMK’s Edappadi K Palanis-
wami or EPSissued a statement
congratulating the party that
would form the government, a
move seen asan attempt to cool
speculation about an AIADMK-
led alternative.

Meanwhile, Stalin said the
DMK would be a constructive
Opposition and welcomed the
stand of allies who backed TVK
to avoid a crisis, while saying
they would continue in the
DMK:-led alliance on policy
grounds. He also took note of
Congress movingaway fromthe
alliance after the results.

The Governor’srole hasalso
come under legal scrutiny. Two
petitions have reached the Su-
preme Court challenging his
earlier refusal to invite Vijay,
leader of the single largest party,
to form the government and
prove majority on the floor of
the House.

As the evening progressed,
security remained tight outside
the Mahabalipuram resort
where TVK MLAs were staying.
Congress MLAs had been
shifted to Hyderabad. AIADMK
MLAs returned from the Pudu-
cherry resort and met EPS in
Chennai.

By 6.20 pm, the political traf-
fic moved again - toward Raj
Bhavan. After a day in which
Vijay left, returned, waited and
started again, Tamil Nadu’s gov-
ernment formation drama had
finally culminated.

istsand narcoticsto fund terror-
ism through their sale proceeds,”
hesaid.

Former DGP S P Vaid de-
scribed drone use as part of Pak-
istan's continuously evolving
tactics. “Earlier, it sent arms
through guides; when India
raised fences, they gave mili-
tants wire cutters. When India
electrified the fence, they used
plastic ladders and tunnels.
Drones are just the latest tactic
to try and destroy India,” he
said, acknowledging that de-
spite counter-drone measures,
some drones continue to get
through.

Aretired senior Army officer
noted that drone introduction
hasbrought a new type of soldier
— one who is well-versed in
technology and capable of re-
spondingto moderm warfare. He
cautioned that not every drone
canbe picked upbyradardueto
factors like coverage area and
low-altitude flight, making 24x7
vigilance imperative.

“Earlier, troops were es-
pecially alert at night along
borders —duringthe day, every-
thing coming through land
routes was visible. Now they
haveto coverthebordersaround
the clock,” he said. He also
flagged a tactical concern: Pak-
istan may be using drones to
keep troops occupied watching
the sky while pushing terrorists
through land routes.
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A MILESTONE... MOVE WAS PENDING FOR THREE DECADES, SAYS DELHICM

Central Ridge gets ‘reserved forest’ tag

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 9

IN Assignificant move that gives
stronger legal protection to one
ofthe Capital’s most important
ecological zones, the Delhi gov-
ernment has declared approxi-
mately 673.32 hectares of the
Central Ridge area — that
comes under the Western For-
est Division and covers parts
around Sardar Patel Marg and
the President’s Estate — as 're-
served forest' under Section 20
of the Indian Forest Act, 1927.
“The decision would prove to
be amilestone in strengthening
Delhi’s natural heritage, biodi-
versity, and ecological secur-
ity,” Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta was quoted as saying in
an official statement by her of-
fice on Saturday.

The move comes nearly 32

years after Delhi’s Ridge areas
were first notified under Sec-
tion 4 of the Indian Forest Act
on May 24,1994. Section 4 isthe
preliminary notification that
starts the process of constitut-
ingareserved forest. Section 20
is the final notification that
givesthe areaitsenforceable re-
served forest status after the
claims and settlement process
is completed.

In the statement, the CM
was quoted assaying, “The dec-
laration completed an impor-
tant process that had been
pending for more than three
decades.”

Other Ridge areas of the
Capital would also soon be noti-
fied as reserved forests under
Section 20 and that the process
is being expedited, the official
statement underlined.

The Central Ridge is one

Bomb squads on
standby, checks on:
Security stepped
up after terror alert

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 9

THE DELHI Police is coordinat-
ing with intelligence agencies
and Central Armed Forces and
Bomb Squad have been asked to
stay on alert after intelligence in-
putssuggested the possibility of
aterror attack in the Capital, of-
ficers said on Saturday.
Random checks are being
conducted atimportant govern-
mentbuildings, political offices,
and markets by security
agencies, and armed personnel
have been deployed with barri-
cadesinstalled inall these areas,
officersadded. Theintelligence
inputs hinted at suicide attacks
and improvised explosive de-
vices (IEDS) mounted on ve-
hicles, according to sources.
Among the possible targets
are BJP headquarters at Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya Marg and
other crowded areas in Central
Delhi, according to sources.

Security has been
heightened at BJP head-
quartersand other government
buildingsin the Capital, said of-
ficers, addingthatvigil hasbeen
intensified across sensitive loca-
tions.

Bomb disposal squads,
sniffer dogunitsand quick reac-
tion teams, including the Delhi
Fire Service, have also been
asked to stay alert. "Police have
been directed to maintain strict
vigil on suspicious movements,
unattended objects and vehicles
parked in sensitive zones," said
the source.

All district units of the Delhi
Police have been asked to re-
main alert and maintain close
coordination with intelligence
agencies and central paramili-
tary forces, according to officers.
Senior officers are continuously
monitoringthesituation and re-
viewing security arrangements
across the city, said the source

(WITHPTI)

77 water bodies to be
rejuvenated in 90 days

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 9

THE DELHI Development
Authority (DDA) will immedi-
ately take up the rejuvenation of
77 water bodies in the Capital,
accordingtoaplanreviewed by
Lieutenant Governor Taranjit
Singh Sandhu, said officials.
The plan focuses on the rejuven-
ation, restoration and long-term
conservation of water bodies
under thejurisdiction of DDA in
the city.

Ofthe 77, sixwaterbodies are
toberestored within 30 days, 48
within 60 days, and the remain-
ing 23 within 90 days. Sandhu
has directed officials to roll out
the plans on the ground im-
mediately and ensure that com-
mitted timelines are strictly fol-
lowed.

According to DDA officials,
the presentation was made after
the LG directed DDA officials
about a week ago to prepare a

concrete action plan for reviving
the city’s deteriorating aquatic
assets, many of which have suf-
fered because of encroachment
and lack of maintenance.

Officials said the first phase
will focus on the actual revival
of dead or dying water bodies
through dredging, excavation
and desilting, along with clear-
ing their catchment areas. The
stated aim is to ensure “maxi-
mum siphoning of rain water”
into these sites. In the second
phase, DDA will take up
strengthening of embank-
ments, plantations, fencing, in-
stallation of sewage treatment
plants, and decentralised sew-
agetreatment plants, and beau-
tification works,

The first phase is important
in restoring the basin’s holding
capacity and reconnecting it to
rainwater The second phase is
meant to secure the site after
basic hydrological revival has
been achieved.
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®Ridge acts as ‘green lungs’ for
the Capital

®Plays a key role in strengthening
groundwater levels, mitigating
impact of climate change,

urban pollution.

®Ridge areas were first notified
under Section 4 of Indian Forest
Act on May 24,1994

@ Other Ridge areas would also
soon be notified as reserved
forests, says govt

part of the larger Delhi Ridge
system, which the Forest De-
partment divides into four
main segments -- Northern,
Central, South-Central and
Southern Ridge. Of these, the
Southern Ridge is the largest,

while the Central Ridge ac-
counts for about 864 hectares
in official records.

Accordingtothe statement,
an area spanning approxi-
mately 4,080.82 hectares of the
Southern Ridge was declared
'reserved forest' on October 24
last year. With the present no-
tification of 673.32 hectares, the
current government has so far
granted the status to 4,754.14
hectares of Ridge areas.

The CM said, “The move
would help prevent encroach-
ments, illegal activities, and
ecological degradation. It
would also strengthen conser-
vation and scientific manage-
ment initiatives being under-
taken by the Forest department
in Delhi’s Ridge areas."

The notification is signifi-
cant also because the Central
Ridge hashistorically involved

multiple land-managing
agencies. Forest department
records list portions under the
Forest department, Army,
Delhi Development Authority,
CPWD, NDMC, MCD, Railways
and other agencies. A final re-
served forest notification
would reduce ambiguity over
protection and enforcement.

A reserved forest notifica-
tion gives the Forest depart-
ment a firmer basis to regulate
the area, prevent encroach-
ment and take action against
activities that damage forest
land. In a 2021 order, the
National Green Tribunal had
said there was an “urgent need”
to finalise Section 20 notifica-
tion for Ridge protection and
directed that notification be
issued within three months for
areas where there was no
controversy.

In another November 2025
order, the Supreme Court noted
that even as more than three
decades had passed, only
103.48 hectares had been noti-
fied as reserved forest under
Section 20 till then.

It also referred to a Central
Empowered Committee report,
which said 5% of the Ridge area
was under encroachment, 4%
had been diverted and only
1.33% had been notified under
Section 20.

Meanwhile, the Delhi gov-
ernment has also announced
that native and environ-
mentally suitable tree species
will be planted wherever suit-
able vacant land is available in
Ridge areas declared as re-
served forests. Neem, peepal,
shisham, jamun, tamarind and
mango are among the pro-
posed species.

Swing that collapsed, killed cop at Surajkund
Melainstalled Wlthout nod, rlghts panel told

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Faridabad, May 9

THE ‘TSUNAMI’ amusement
ride that collapsed at the Suraj-
kund International Crafts Mela
in Faridabad in February, kill-
ingapoliceinspector and injur-
ingseveral visitors, was not part
of the original list of rides sub-
mitted by the contractor during
the bidding process for operat-
ingswings, accordingtothere-
port submitted by state’s Tour-
ism department tothe Haryana
Human Rights Commission
(HHRC).

The fatal swing also oper-
ated without due approval
amid hazardous conditions
and “poor workmanship”, the
HHRC was told in another re-
port by State Chief Electrical In-
spector SS Sangwan, which ex-
posed a severe lack of safety
norms across the fairground.

Therights watchdog, which
took on record the reports on
April 7, pinpointed “sheer neg-
ligence” by three Haryana
Tourism Corporation (HTC) of-
ficials — Activity Head Nitin
Kataria, Executive Engineer
Satish Deswal, and Junior En-
gineer Nishant — in an order
made public on Saturday.

The coram of Justice Lalit

YOCGI ADITYANATH
Hon'ble Chief Minister, U.P
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The Tsunami swing collapsed at Surajkund fair on February 7. FiL

Batra, judicial member Kuldip
Jain and member Deep Bhatia
noted, quoting from com-
pliance reports submitted toit,
that three HTC officials have
been chargesheeted for major
penalty under the Haryana
Civil Services Rules for derelic-
tion of duty.

The Commission observed
that installing the swing
amounted to a “grave violation
of tender condition and dem-
onstrates unauthorised instal-
lation” without due approval.

The State Chief Electrical in-
spector’s findings, accompa-
nied by site photographs, de-
picted “hazardous conditions

such as open electrical distribu-
tion boxes, exposed and loosely
hanging wires, improper joint-
ingand unprotected cableslaid
in areas accessible to the pub-
lic”. The report stated that these
conditions “could have resulted
in serious accidents, including
electric shock, short-circuit or
fireincidents”.

The tragedy unfolded on
the evening of February 7when
the giant swing snapped from
one side while several visitors
were sitting on it.

As police personnel rushed
to rescue trapped visitors, the
structure suddenly broke from
the other side, crashing down
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on Inspector Jagdish of the Ha-
ryana Police. He succumbed to
hisinjuries during treatment at
Supreme Hospital, Eros
Garden. Several visitors and
other police officers also sus-
tained serious injuries.

AnFIR was registered atthe
Surajkund police station
against the operator from Hi-
machal Fun Fair Company,
Mohammad Shakir, and his
staff. Aday afterthe collapse of
the swing, the Faridabad Police
had arrested Shakir, and Ni-
tesh, his staff member.

However, the HHRC flagged
a significant disconnect in the
ongoing police probe. While
the HTC inquiry indicted its
own senior officials for gross
negligence, the Commission
remarked that the police inves-
tigating team currently “hasno
clue of those delinquents”.

A police spokesperson said
on Saturday that the owner of

the swing, Shubham Gupta, |
was arrested from Faridabad

and sent tojudicial custody ear-
lier this week.

Meanwhile, the Commis-
sion hasdirected Faridabad Po-
lice Commissioner Satender
Kumar Gupta to expedite the
investigation and submitan ac-
tion taken report.
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Forecast: May 10,2026
Mainly clear sky; yellow
alert sounded for rain and
thunderstorm for tomorrow

MAX: 36-38

1.3°C below normal

MIN: 23-25
2.1°Cbelow normal
«Sunrise: 5.33 AM (May11)
« Sunset: 7.02 pM (May 10)

« Moonrise: 01:47 AM (May 11)
» Moonset: 12:24 pM (May 10)
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Froth in Yamuna at Kalindi Kunj on Saturday. viveEk PRAKASH KRISHNA

Water treatment plant
output hit as Yamuna
ammonia level spikes

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 9

DELHIEARLIER this week wit-
nessed brief disruptionin water
supply dueto “regular receipt of
high pollutants (Ammonia-
NH3 levels more than 2.8 parts
per million)” in the Yamuna at
Wazirabad pond, according to
the officials of the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB).

The water production had
come down to 40-50% at Wazi-
rabad and Chandrawal water
treatment plants, two of the
most important water treat-
ment plantsin the city, as of Fri-
day evening, according to offi-
cials. Both the plantsdepend on
raw water from the Yamuna at
Wazirabad pond. Wazirabad
WTPhasaninstalled capacity of
about 132 million gallons per

ADMISSION NOTICE : M. Sc. NURSING 2026

il M5c Nursing course at ‘Mintmal Cost |
Application Form is available on website www.ainguwahati.org
Filled application form with connected documents and fees to
| |be submitted to Army Institute of Nursing, Clo 151 Base
Hospital, Basistha, Guwahati, PIN-781029 by 15 Jun 2026

day (MGD), while the Chandra-
wal water treatment plant has a
capacity of around 103 MGD

Accordingtothe DJB, water
supply was available at low
pressure for a few hours on Fri-
day. The situation improved by
late evening and Wazirabad
Plant-I and Plant-II are now op-
erating normally, while Plant-III
had been functioning at 75% ca-
pacity and is expected to nor-
malise. While such ammonia
spikes are less common in
summer compared to winter
when lower river flows concen-
trate pollutants and anaerobic
conditions worsen the issue,
such an occurrence in May
could indicate persistent chal-
lenges. Ammonia pollution
stems from untreated sewage,
industrial effluents, among
other sources.
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FIRREGISTERED BY DELHI POLICE IFSO UNIT ON MARCH 10; DCP SAYS MATTER UNDER INVESTIGATION

Data ‘leaked’ to China-based firms, Customs officer detained

Sakshi Chand
New Delhi, May 9

A CUSTOMS department offi-
cial has been detained by the
Intelligence Fusion and Stra-
tegic Operations (IFSO) unit of
Delhi Police for allegedly selling
sensitive data to private com-
panies, including firms based
in China, The Indian Express
haslearnt.

The case pertains to an FIR
registered by the IFSO unit on
March10under provisionsofthe
Information Technology Act,
the Customs Act, and sections of
the Bharatiya NyayaSanhita, in-
cluding conspiracy, cheating
and breach of confidentiality:.

Sources said the accused,
identified as Rahul Sinha, is
currently in police custody and
is being questioned.

When contacted, DCP
(IFSO) Vinit Kumar confirmed
that the matter was under in-
vestigation. “The case is under
investigation. No further in-
formation can be divulged at
the moment,” he added.

Police said a complaint was
filed with the IFSO unit on Feb-
ruary 27, alleging the unauth-
orised access, extraction, dis-
closure and commercial sale of
sensitive customs data from
notified protected systems clas-
sified as critical information in-
frastructure. The complaint

Killed aman, then
two more to cover
his tracks: Ex-Navy
steward evaded
capture for 19 years

Pragynesh
New Delhi, May 9

ON SEPTEMBER 25, 2023, a
team of Delhi Police officers
knocked at the door at 63-year-
old Aman Singh’s home in West
Delhi’s Najafgarh. The two-
floor house in Roshan Garden
area was known in the neigh-
bourhood for its frequent —
and packed — kirtan gather-
ings, arranged by Aman’s
‘sister-in-law’ Santosh Verma.

Though Aman had no police
record, the team had landed at
his doorstep following a tip-off
— that he was Santosh’s hus-
band Balesh Kumar, a former
Navy steward wanted in robbery
and murder cases.

He was swiftly taken into
custody by the police team.

According to the police,
14 days after Balesh was booked
in April 2004 for allegedly kill-
ing his brother-in-law Khushi
Ram, his charred body was said
tohavebeenfoundinatruckin
Jodhpur. Balesh had staged his
own death, as he was wanted
for Khushi Ram’s murder, they
added.

Asper policerecords, Balesh,
hailing from Bagh Kare Khanin
Delhi, joined the Navy as a stew-
ard in1981. “In 1983, he married
Santosh from Panipat. In 1996,
he took voluntary retirement
and settled down with his wife
and three children in Uttam
Nagar and started working as a
truck driver,” an officer said.

On the night of April 18,
2004, Balesh, his brother
Sunder Lal, and brother-in-law
Khushi Ram were allegedly
drinking alcohol in Bawana
when an argument broke out.
“Khushi Ram had long sus-
pected that Balesh was having
an affair with his wife. He con-
fronted him... Balesh strangled
Khushi Ram to death with the
help ofhisbrother,” asenior of-
ficer had said at the time. Both
brothersallegedly dumped the
body in a field. Within a few
days, Sunder Lal was arrested.

In her statement to police,
Santosh alleged that Balesh told
her there was only one way to
escape death in the murder
case — “toplay dead”.

“Balesh said my brother was
having an affair with his sister,
and that’s why they fought,”
she told police.

Another officer said, “On
May 1, 2004, Balesh asked two
labourers, Mohit and Manoj, to
accompany him to Jodhpur for
transporting some stuff in his
truck.” Balesh allegedly got
them drunk as they drove to
Jodhpur, parked the truck, and
returned with a can of petrol.

“Iset the truck on fire. Both
of them were burnt to death,”
Balesh allegedly told police
after his arrest in 2023, accord-
ing to the chargesheet filed in
the case.

Santosh later told the police
that after the incident, Balesh
had instructed to come to
Jodhpur, claim one of the
bodies as that of her husband,
and get adeath certificate made
tosubmit to Navy headquarters
and insurance companies.

While no DNA test or
autopsy was allegedly ordered
by the police, she got the death

eHow he was caught
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certificate made with the help
of middlemen.

“She got a Rs 3-lakh insur-
ance payout for the truck; and
Rs61akh for life insurance. She
also started receiving a
monthly widow pension of Rs
18,000,” said an officer.

“In 2008, Balesh told his
wife thathewon’tbe abletolive
with her in Uttam Nagar, as
everyone knew himinthearea,
and that they needed a new
house in Najafgarh. He gotajob
as a driver in Panipat, and
moved to a rented accommo-
dation,” the officer added.

In 2010, when the Centre in-
troduced Aadhaar card, Balesh
allegedly rushed to get himself
anewidentity —"Aman Singh,
son of Jagjeet Singh".

By 2011, Santosh had sold
her flat in Uttam Nagar and got
aplotin Roshan Garden.

In 2023, TheIndian Express
reported that Balesh shifted to
Roshan Garden as Aman with
his family while Santosh con-
tinued to play awidow. She told
neighbours that Aman’was her
brother-in-law.

Police had said Santosh also
used her “widow status” to file
pleas in courts seeking the re-
lease of her elder son, Naveen
— who was also booked for
murder, under the Arms Act
and for dacoity — from jail on
humanitarian grounds.

Even as police got their first
tip-off in 2019 regarding
Balesh, they had to wait until
2023 to get exact details. “We
checked with the insurance
company about the compensa-
tion received by his wife. Then,
we got Balesh’s death certificate
from the Jodhpur civic body.
We analysed court documents
and discovered that his family
had used that death certificate
to get all court cases against
him closed. Raids were con-
ducted and Balesh was ar-
rested,” a senior officer said.

Over two years and three
bail applications later, the Pa-
tiala House court recently set
the bail of Balesh at Rs 11akh,
considering his age, and man-
dating weekly visits to the
Crime Branch office. Santosh
has also been out on bail. The
caseis at a pre-trial stage.

was submitted by the Joint Di-
rector (Data Centre and Cyber
Security), Directorate General
of Systems.

The complaint alleged that
someone had illegally accessed
and sold customs data from
government systems. The data,
pertaining to trade details and
confidential information, may
have been extracted by misus-
ing passwords, insider access or
third-party access, it added.

The FIR mentioned thatthe
datastolen wasimportant, asit
was processed and stored in
central government databases,
and comprised both personally
identifiable and commercially
sensitive information.

e THECASE

COMPLAINTFLIED on February
27, allegingillegal access, extrac-
tion, disclosure and commercial
sale of sensitive customs data
from notified protected systems.

THE DATA, pertaining to trade
details and confidential informa-
tion, may have been extracted by
misusing passwords, insider ac-
cess or third-party access
A 1}

“It includes detailed in-
sights into pricing, sourcing
patterns, supplier relation-
ships, trade volumes, logistics

chains and the market posi-
tioning of exporters and im-
porters. If accessed and mis-
used unlawfully, such data can
act as economic intelligence,
allowing competitors or data
brokers to analyse transaction-
level pricing and undercut
businesses by strategically
lowering prices,” the FIR said.
“This can distort fair market
practices, lead to price sup-
pression, reduce export mar-
gins, divert orders, and create
artificial competitive disadvan-
tages, ultimately affecting for-
eign exchange inflows. At a
larger level, such breaches can
undermine confidence in In-
dia’s digital trade systems,

weaken the global competitive-
ness of domestic industries,
and pose serious risks to rev-
enue, trade policy, and national
economic security,” it added.
Police said the alleged
breach was a serious matter be-
cause it affects government sys-
tems, business secrets, and na-
tional economic security.
According to the FIR, the
CERT-In (Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team,
under Union Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information Tech-
nology) has shared a list of
around 70 websites allegedly
selling the stolen data. A
sample of the data was cross-
checked with official records

Unstoppable Gurgaon: Between Jan & April,
27 K cr pumped into new real estate projects

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Gurgaon, May 9

GEOPOLITICALTENSIONSin
West Asia have begun to ripple
into global real estate markets,
with even high-flying hubslike
Dubai showing early signs of
uncertainty. Elsewhere, tech-
nology firms are cutting jobs,
hiring has slowed, and house-
holds are becoming more cau-
tious about big-ticket pur-
chases. But in Gurgaon,
developers continue to bet
heavily on real estate.

Along stretches such as the
Dwarka Expressway and Golf
Course Extension Road, new
residential towers keep rising
as developers commit fresh
capital toone of India’s most ac-
tive housing corridors.

In the first four months of
2026 alone, nearly Rs 27,000
crore flowed into new real es-
tate projectsin the city, accord-
ing to Gurugram Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (RERA)
data until April 30.

The investment push has
coincided with Gurgaon
continuing to outperform
much of the National
Capital Region (NCR), sup-
ported by infrastructure expan-
sion and a perception that
projects are executed faster in
the city when compared to
nearby markets.

According to astatus report
submitted by RERA to Union
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs on May 4, the authority
has cleared all complaints
pending up to 2024, signifi-
cantly reducingitsbacklogand
streamlining the dispute resol-
ution process for homebuyers.
Industry executives said this
has helped restore confidence
in the market.

“Gurgaon continuestohold
a clear edge within NCR. The
employmentbaseisstrongand
infrastructureis catchingup at

* How Gurgaon compares with other states?
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Gurgaon’stotal | projects
registered registeredinthe
projects | restof Haryana

HARYANA bifurcated its
regulatory authority tocreate a
dedicated RERA bench exclusively

GURGAON, while the one at
Panchkula takes care of the rest of
the state.

ITVASTLY outnumbers the 2.3 lakh
unitsand1,133.1lakh square feet
being developedintherest of the
state.

Indiabulls Centrum Park, Sector
103 off Dwarka Expressway

3.48 Lakh

RESIDENTIALUNITS

3,649 lakh square feet of
carpetarea

a pace that actually moves the
needle,” said Manik Malik, CEO
and president of real estate
company BPTP (Business Park
Town Planners).

He added that luxury
launches across infrastructure-
led micro markets were being
driven by “real buyers, not just
investor activity”.

Rishi Raj, CEO of Conscient
Infrastructure, said the rise in
project approvals and registra-
tions reflected growing confi-
dence among both developers
and homebuyers.

Some developers described
the current momentum as a
sign that Gurgaon’s market has
matured.

Jitender Yadav, director of
Roots Developers, said the scale
of investment in just four
months indicated that the city
was moving beyond its earlier
boom-and-bust cycles. He
pointed to rising demand for
plotted developments along-
side high-rise projects, particu-
larly in New Gurgaon and along
the Dwarka Expressway.

According to the status re-
port, as of May 1, RERA Guru-

gram has approved 1,057 pro-
jects to date, of which 825 are
residential. In a statement, the
authority noted that the last
couple of years have been sig-
nificant for project registrations
inthe region.

“To strengthen the project
registration process, Gurugram
RERA has implemented a
series of institutional reforms.
These include rigorous scrutiny
of information submitted by
promoters at the time of regis-
tration; mandatory project site
inspections by domain experts;
and compulsory filing of
quarterly progress reports. Ad-
ditionally, public consultation
through the issuance of public
notices hasbeen made manda-
tory for project registration,” a
spokesperson said.

Yashank Wason, Managing
Director of Royal Green Realty
said the city's momentum has
been building quietly over the
last few years, which isshowing
across multiple corridors.

“You have the Golf Course
Extension Road seeing consist-
ent project activity. What’s
changed is the variety; it is no

longer skewed only towards
luxury. There’s demand
coming in for mid-income
homes, plotted developments
and some mixed-use formats.”

"Across NCR, while other
cities are improving, Gurgaon
continues to stay ahead be-
cause of how closely real estate
is tied to its commercial eco-
system. That naturally keeps
demand more stable. The Rs
27,000-crore investment
number reflects that comfort
level among developers,” he
added.

RERA Gurugram chairper-
son Arun Kumar said the auth-
ority currently has around
1,300 pending cases, most of
them less than a year old.

“Astothecity’sincreased in-
vestments in the space, it is a
red-hot market,” Kumar said,
citing Gurgaon’s proximity to
Delhi and the IGI Airport, along
withitsinfrastructure and con-
centration of large developers.

Abhishek Bhardwaj,
founder of Kalpvriksha Realty,
however, said clearing
complaints is only one side of
the story.

“There are over 1 lakh de-
layed homes in Gurgaon... in
many cases, FIRs have been
lodged against builders... Still,
the same developer can apply
for a fresh licence. No auto-
matic legal wall stops it. As
RERA registers projects and
hears complaints later, these
two doors are not welded into
one promoter-level filter.”

“So, a messy past does not
automatically block a fresh ap-
plication. That is why buyers
misunderstand approvals. A
fresh licence does not mean
clean history. ARERA registra-
tion does not erase old com-
plaints. An FIR does not auto-
matically Kill the next file. The
same people can return
through a new approval route,”
he added.

and it was found to be match-
ing, confirming that the leakis
genuine, itadded.

The document lists many
Indian and international com-
panies/websites linked to im-
port-export and trade data ser-
vices, which are suspected of
collecting and selling sensitive
government data.

Accordingtothe FIR, to ver-
ify the allegations, officers con-
ducted a covert test by creating
accounts on some of the web-
sites and making payments to
access them. After payment,
they were given access to
download the stolen data that
matched official records.

The FIR further said that the

leaked data originated from
highly secure government sys-
tems. Police suspect insiders or
external vendors are involved
in the leak.

The complaint refers to evi-
dence, including screenshots,
communications, technical
logs and official notifications,
and seeks a detailed investiga-
tion, including tracking how
the data was stolen and who
was involved.

“The dataincludes personal
information and business de-
tails, which should not be
publicly available. This con-
firms that there isunauthorised
data leakage and sale,” the
FIR said.

TWO DIE AS CAR HITS THEIR BIKE
Three friends, two IPL
passes, and a crash that
changed everything

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 9

CHILDHOOD FRIENDS Ajay,
Rohitand Hemant had reached
the stadium on Friday evening
to watch an IPL match, excited
for anight of cricket. Rohit, who
worked at a tours and travels
agency, had arranged the passes.
But as they stood at the entry
gate, they realised there were
only two passesinstead of three.

While Rohit and Hemant
stayed back to watch the
match, Ajay decided to head
back home. Hours later, Ajay
received a call informing him
that Rohit and Hemant had
been killed after a car allegedly
rammed their motorcycle from
behind near Bhajanpura Metro
station in Northeast Delhi
while they were returning
home early Saturday.

Rohit (31) and Hemant (33),
both residents of Karawal
Nagar, died in the collision. Po-
lice said the accused driver, Hi-
manshu (27), has been arrested.

Thisisthe second fatal crash
involving IPL spectators in
Delhi in the last 12 days, taking
thetollin suchincidentsto four.

Police said ateam from Kha-
juri Khas police station rushed
to the spot after receiving in-
formation about the accident
and found a damaged Bullet
motorcycle and a Maruti Celerio
car involved in the collision.

The two men suffered griev-
ous injuries and were taken to
Jag Pravesh Chandra Hospital,
where doctors declared them
brought dead, they added.

A case under sections 281
(rash or negligent driving) and
106 (causing death by negli-
gence) of the BNS has been
lodged. The car has been
seized, an officer said.
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33-year-old Hemant

31-year-old Rohit

Speaking to mediapersons,
Ajay said, “Weused towatch IPL
together. Rohit got the passes for
us. When we reached the venue,
he realised that there were only
two. So, I came returned.”

“Around 1 am, I got a call
saying that they were involved
inan accident,” he added.

Ajay said Rohit had bought
the motorcycle around six
months ago and had recently
become a father for the second
time. “He has a newborn son
and another child whois seven
years old. Hemant also has two
children, aged three and six. I
have always been with them
and shared all these moments,”
he added.

On April 28, cousins Yagya
Bhatia (20) and Abhay (15) had
lost their lives after their motor-
cycle was hit by a goods carrier
while they were returning
home on their motorcycle after
watching an IPL match.

e THE TALLEST TOWER, SPIRA, IS DESIGNED TO HAVE 72 FLOORS; AROUND 60 HAVE BEEN CONSTRUCTED SO FAR

‘Retirement plan’, ‘dream home’: Noida homebuyers finally
sec hope for Supertech’s Supernova after SC intervention

Drishti Jain
Noida, May 9

SEVERAL HOMEBUYERS who
had invested their life savings
in Noida’s ambitious real-estate
project, Supertech’s Supernova,
are finally hoping their long-
awaited homes will materialise
following a major decision by
the Supreme Court-appointed
Empowered Committee earlier
this week.

The panel appointed Price-
waterhouseCoopers (PwC) as
transaction advisor to manage
the process of identifying and
onboarding a new developer.

Homebuyer Anil Kundra
(62) said, “For us, this is one of
the most important develop-
ments in years because it gives
us hope that the stalled work
can finally move ahead.”

Last year, the SC had ap-
pointed the three-member com-
mittee to oversee the Corporate
Insolvency Resolution Process
(CIRP) of Supertech Realtors Pvt
Ltd, whichiscaughtin aseries of
litigations by homebuyers and
othersover its mixed-use Super-
nova project in Sector 94.

The project has four compo-
nents: Spira (a mix-use prop-
erty), Nova East and West (resi-

dential), and Hypernova mall.
The mall connects all three
towers. The tallest is Spira. Ac-
cording to officials, it has 72
floors and around 60 have been
constructed.

Kundra had invested in a
studio apartment on the 38th
floor in Spira — his retirement
plan. While he got possessionin
2022, lack of amenities has
been a sticking point.

“...ITinvested in it because
the builder had promised that
the studio apartmentswould be
run as part of a hotel-chain
model that would generate ren-
tal income. But I'm paying Rs
10,000 every month as main-
tenance despite receiving al-
most no amenities,” he said.

Kundra, one of the founding
members of SOTF (Spira Owners
Task Force),added, “Whilesome
units have been rented out,
amenities and fire safety sys-
tems are not up to the mark.”

Healsosaid homebuyersare
yet toreceive occupation certifi-
cates. “Thebuilder pressured us
intotaking possession by claim-
ing that the Occupancy Certifi-
cate (OC) had already been ap-
plied for and would arrive in a
few months. Trusting that as-
surance, we took physical pos-
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The Supernova project in Sector 94. ExPress

session in 2022.”
Anant Rastogi (37) said his
62-year-old mother had put her

entire savings to pay 98% of the
purchase money to buy a 650-
sq ft office space on the 58th

floor in Spira in 2018, and was
promised possession by 2023.

“When the project stalled,
we sent emails, messages and
made callsto thebuilders. They
either didn’t respond or told us
there was a shortage of labour
or funds...,” hesaid. “The space
was a retirement safety net for
my mother.”

For Karan Kakkar, this was
the best location for his dream
house — he and his family live
in a 4-BHK in Spira. “... Our lo-
cation cannot be better than
this as the Metro is hardly 100
metres away... my wife used to
ask why I moved the family
here,” he rued.

He said they shifted from
Delhi to Noida two years ago
but are yet to get amenities
such as parking, a club house
and aswimmingpool. They are
awaiting an OC as well.

“The other towers have an
Apartment Owners’ Associ-
ation, but we don’t have any-
thing. Of a total of 78 flats, only
four-five owner families live in
Spira, apart from tenants. Cur-
rently, we’re parking our ve-
hicles near the Hypernova
mall... as they have still not con-
structed the ramp connecting
the ground floor to the base-

ment,” he said.

Hesaid the project should be
re-started as soon as possible.
“Construction began in 2012,”
he said. “Ab toh vanvaas ho-
gaya hai poora 14 saal ka phir
bhicomplete nahi hua hai (Now
it feelslikeI've gone into exile —
a full 14 years have passed, and
itstill hasn’t ended).”

Inits December 16 order last
year, a bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justice Joyma-
lyaBagchisaid it was settingup
the panel in exercise of its
powers under Article 142 of the
Constitution “to do complete
justice”. The SC panel has also
commenced verification of rec-
ords of 497 homebuyers of
Nova East and Nova West
through a Registration Requisi-
tion Form. After the verifica-
tion process, details of eligible
homebuyers are being for-
warded to the Noida Authority
to enable the execution of Tri-
partite Sub-Lease Deeds.

The committee has also
initiated a comprehensive
structural audit of key build-
ings, which includes Spira
Tower and Hypernova Mall, in
consultation with the Central
Building Research Institute
(CBRI), Roorkee.
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Misri’s proposed Kathmandu
visit deferred for now; India
invites Nepal for big cat summit

Divya A & Yubaraj Ghimire
New Delhi, Kathmandu,
May 9

THE PROPOSED visit of For-
eign Secretary Vikram Misri to
Kathmandu next week has
been deferred for now. How-
ever, India has extended an in-
vite to the Nepalese leadership
to visit New Delhi next month
forthe International Big Cat Al-
liance (IBCA) summit.

New Delhi is hosting the
IBCA summit on June 1, and
leaders of all member states, in-
cluding Nepal, have been in-
vited. It is likely that Nepalese
Foreign Minister Shishir Khanal
would make a visit to India al-
though there hasbeen no confir-
mation yet. The IBCA was
launched on April 9, 2023, by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during the commemoration of
50vearsof Project Tiger to create
aninternational platform forthe
conservation of seven big cats —
tiger, lion, leopard, cheetah,
snow leopard, pumaandjaguatr.

Misri’s proposed two-day
visit, at the invitation of his
Nepal counterpart Amrit Baha-
dur Rai, was meant to under-
stand the priorities of the new
Balen Shah government. It was
also a follow-up of the meeting
between External Affairs Min-
ister SJaishankar and Khanal in
April, onthesidelines of the 9th
Indian Ocean Conference in
Mauritius. During their meet-
ing, Jaishankar and Khanal had
discussed ongoing projects and

InHyderabad,
Moditoopen
development
projects, attend
BJPrally today

Press Trust of India
Hyderabad, May 9

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi is scheduled to inaugur-
ate or lay the foundation stone
for development projects worth
around Rs 9,500 crore and ad-
dress a BJP rally in Hyderabad
Sunday. This marks his first
public rally in Telangana after
his 2024 re-poll and historic
BJPvictories in the West Bengal
and Assam Assembly elections.

In a post on X, Modi shared
details of his visit to Karnataka
and Telangana Sunday. “In the
afternoon, Iwill arrive in Hyde-
rabad, where I will inaugurate
or lay the foundation stone for
development works worth ap-
proximately 9,500 crore rupees.
These projects are related to
several key sectors, including
roads, transportation (logistics),
textiles, railways, and fuel.”

He will also participate in a
programme dedicating Sindhu
Hospital to the nation. “In the
evening, I will address a BJP
gatheringin the city. Frustrated
by the misrule of the previous
BRS and the current Congress
government, Telanganaislook-
ing toward the BJP. The un-
precedented support we are re-

ceiving underscores that our

party is the top choice for Te-
langana,” he added in the post.

Sourcessaid Modiislikely to
visit the residences of Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu and his deputy
Pawan Kalyan in Hyderabad.
Kalyan, who underwent a sur-
gical procedure in April after a
health complication, is recover-
ing at hishome in Hyderabad.

Meanwhile, the Telangana
CMOsaid aCentral government
official invited Telangana Chief
Minister ARevanth Reddytoat-
tend Modi’s virtual inauguration
of development projects at the
Hyderabad International Con-
vention Centre (HICC) in Hyde-
rabad. The projects to be laid
foundation by the PM include
four-laning of Hyderabad-Panaji
Economic Corridor and Zaheer-
abad Industrial Area. He will in-
augurate sections of Kazipet-Vi-
jayawada multi-tracking project
of railways, Greenfield POL (Pe-
troleum, Oil, Lubricants) Ter-
minal in Hyderabad and PM
MITRA Park in Warangal.

Telangana BJP chief'spokes-
person N V Subhash said Satur-
day that the party sees Telan-
gana as a potential state where
it can come to power on its own
and that the party’s state unitis
confident of gaining momen-
tum after the PM’s visit. The
state BJP unit is making elab-
orate arrangements for the rally
and nearly 21lakh people are ex-
pected to attend the event. The
party has undertaken a “wall
writing” campaign in the state
ahead of the rally.
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Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri’s visit to Kathmandu was
scheduled for next week

programmes, and explored
high-level diplomatic visits in
the near future. During his pro-
posed visit to the neighbouring
country, Misri was likely to call
on Nepal PM Shah and hand
over an invitation to himtovisit
India. As per sources, Shah has
conveyed to hisinner circle that
he will not undertake any for-
eign visits in the near future.

Shah has been reluctant to
meet visiting foreign officials or
leaders below the rank of for-
eign minister, as per reports.
Last week, as United special
envoy for South and Central
Asia Sergio Gor visited Nepal,
he met with Khanal and Fi-
nance Minister Swarnim Wagle.
Earlier, Shah is said to have re-
fused to meet US Assistant Sec-
retary of State S Paul Kapur.

It was expected that Shah
would have maintained the
same policy during Misri’s visit.
Traditionally, visiting Indian
officials have called upon suc-
cessive Nepal prime ministers.

Earlier, the Foreign Secretary
had met with then-Prime Min-
ister KP Sharma Oli in August
2025 to discuss bilateral ties.

The recent statement by the
Shah government on Lipulekh,
objecting to India and China
planning to conduct the Kail-
ash Mansarovar Yatra through
the pass, has also cast a
shadow. India had said that
such claims are “neither justi-
fied nor based on historical
facts and evidence”, adding it
remains open to “constructive
interaction with Nepal”.

Meanwhile, the two sides
continue to engage on a range
of otherissues, including water
resources, power transmission
and developmental projects.
Three bilateral meetings have
been held between the two
sides in the last two weeks.
These include the Kosi and
Gandak projects Joint commit-
tee, the committee on water re-
sources, flood forecasting, and
that on power transmission.

New Delhi is looking to re-
calibrateitstieswith the Hima-
layan neighbour, with the
stable and full-majority govern-
ment comingin, in the wake of
strain with the previous Oli-led
government in the preceding
years. Soon after Shah’s swear-
ing in on March 27, PM Modi
had congratulated him
through a poston X, expressing
his desire to work closely with
Shah to strengthen India-Nepal
friendship and deepen cooper-
ation for mutual benefit.

Nadda, Sainiin
Guwahatifor BJP
legislature party
leader election

Press Trust of India
Guwahati, May 9

UNION MINISTER J P Nadda
and Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini arrived in
Guwahati on Saturday evening
to oversee the election of the
leader of the BJP legislature
party in the Assam Assembly
on May 10, who will also be the
next chief minister of the state.

The newly-elected MLAs are
scheduled to meet at the state
party headquarters Sunday to
elect the new leader, a BJP spo-
kesperson said. The BJP-led
NDA had swepttoathird succes-
sivetermin the state with atwo-
thirds majority. The BJP secured
82 seats, while its ally Asom
Gana Parishad (AGP) and Bodo-
land People’s Front (BPF) won 10
each, inthe126-member House.
“The MLAs of the party will meet
at the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Bha-
wan tomorrow and elect the new
leader of the legislature party.
Naddajiand Saini ji will be pres-
ent as Central observer and co-
observer, respectively,” he said.

The spokesperson said a
meeting of the legislature
parties of the NDA partners will
be held at the same venue after
the BJP MLASs’ meeting. The
AGP, which already had the
meeting of its newly elected
MLASs, had proposed the name
of Himanta Biswa Sarma for
the chief minister’s position.
The new government will be
sworninat1lamon May 12, in
the presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

India tests nuclear-capable
Agni missile with MIRV system

Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, May 9

THE MINISTRY of Defence
(MoD) announced on Friday
that India has conducted the
successful flight-trial of an ad-
vanced version of the nuclear-
capable Agni missile with
Multiple Independently Tar-
geted Reentry Vehicle (MIRV)
system from Dr APJ Abdul
KalamIsland, Odisha, Thursday.
Without specifying which
variant of the Agni missile was
used, the MoD said the missile
was flight-tested with multiple
payloads, targeted to different
targets spatially distributed
over a large geographical area
in the Indian Ocean Region.
“Thetelemetry and tracking
was carried out by multiple
ground and ship-based sta-
tions. These systems tracked
the entire missile trajectory
fromlift-offtill theimpact ofall
payloads. Flight data confirmed
that all mission objectives were
met during the trial. With this
successful trial, India once
again demonstrated the capa-
bility to target multiple strategic
targets using a single missile
system. This missile is devel-
oped by DRDO laboratories
with the support of industries
across the country. The trial was
witnessed by senior scientists of
DRDO and Indian Army per-

DRDO test-fired the advanced nuclear-capable Agni missile with
MIRV system from Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Island, Odisha. ani

sonnel,” the MoD said.

More than two years ago, on
March 11, 2024 the MoD had
said it had carried out the first
successful flight test of the in-
digenously developed Agni-5
missile with MIRV technology.

While there was no official

OFF ON HANDICRAFTS |

confirmation oftherange ofthe
missile tested on Thursday, a
NOTMAR (Note to Mariners) is-
sued for the window of May 6 to
9 for the Bay of Bengal was to
the range of around 3,600 km,
suggesting the missile hit tar-
gets within this range.
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Lt Gen Subramaniis next CDS

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 9

A SHARP, visionary leader who
is technology-savvy and dem-
onstrates professional empathy
— thatis how officers who know
Lieutenant General N S Raja
Subramani closely describe
him. The decorated officeris set
tobecome India’s third Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) attheend of
this month, the Ministry of De-
fence said early Saturday.
Inadditiontohisroleas CDS,
hewill alsolead the Department
of Military Affairs as secretaryin
the Ministry of Defence. His ap-
pointment as CDS comes nearly
three weeks before the current
CDS, General Anil Chauhan,
completes his tenure on May 30.
An officer familiar with Lt
GenSubramanitold ThelIndian
Expressthatheisverysharpand
known for his quick decision-
making. “Nononsense, nofrills,
very approachable, and a helpful
senior officer. He can integrate
academia and industry, and he
is aresults-oriented person.”
Another officer noted that Lt
Gen Subramani is recognised
for his professional empathy

Lt Gen N S Raja Subramaniis
set to become the third Chief
of Defence Staff in May-end

and takes care of his subordi-
nates’ welfare at work. “He is
technologically savvy and as-
piresto create an atmosphere of
camaraderie and team spirit.”

Former director general of
the Defence Intelligence
Agency, Lt Gen K J S Dhillon,
posted on X that he has known
Lt Gen Subramani for decades
and can vouch for his leader-
ship, professionalism, commit-
ment, and dedication, adding
that heisathorough gentleman.
“He will make a difference.”

In his personal life, Lt Gen

Subramani is known to have a
keen interest in reading and
playing golf. Over a four-decade
career, Lt Gen Subramani has
held critical appointments in
the Army. He has been serving
as the military adviser in the
National Security Council Sec-
retariat since September 1, 2025.
Before that, he had served asthe
vice chief of the Army staff from
July1,2024, toJuly 31,2025, and
asgeneral officer commanding-
in-chief, Central Command,
from March 2023 to June 2024.

A graduate of the National
Defence Academy and the In-
dian Military Academy, he was
commissioned into the 8th Bat-
talion of the Garhwal Rifles on
December 14, 1985. He isalsoan
alumnus of the Joint Services
Command Staff College, Brack-
nell (UK), and the National De-
fence College, New Delhi. He
holds a Master of Arts Degree
from King’s College London and
an MPhil in Defence Studies
from Madras University. Adding
tohisexpertise of serving across
the borders with Pakistan and
China, he has commanded 2
Corps, one of the Army’s strike
corps facing Pakistan. Addi-

tionally, he commanded 16
Garhwal Rifles during counter-
insurgency in Assam as part of
Operation Rhino, 168 Infantry
Brigadein Jammu and Kashmir
and 17 Mountain Divisionin the
Central Sector duringa challeng-
ing operational environment.

He was also the defence at-
tache in Kazakhstan.

His staff and instructional
assignments include colonel
general staff (operations) at
Headquarters Eastern Com-
mand, deputy commander ofa
Rashtriya Rifles sector in
Jammu and Kashmir, deputy
director general of military in-
telligence in the Integrated
Headquarters of the Ministry of
Defence (Army).

He has also served as briga-
dier general staff (operations)in
the Eastern Command, chiefin-
structor (Army) at Defence Ser-
vices Staff College, Wellington
and Chief of Staff, Headquarters
Northern Command. “The Gen-
eral Officer has insightful
knowledge and a deep under-
standing of operational dy-
namics on both the Western and
Northern Borders,” the Ministry
of Defencesaid inits statement.

Vice Admiral Swaminathan next Navy Chief

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 9

VICE ADMIRAL Krishna
Swaminathan is set to become
the next Chief of the Naval Staff
at the end of this month, the
Ministry of Defence said Satur-
day. The announcement comes
three weeks before the current
Chief of the Naval Staff, Ad-
miral Dinesh Kumar Tripathi,
retires from service on May 31.

Vice Admiral Swaminathan
has been serving as the Flag Of-
ficer Commanding-in-Chief of
the Western Naval Command
since July 31, 2025. Under his
leadership, the Navy deployed
shipsaround the Persian Gulfre-
gion to escort Indian merchant
vessels through the Strait of Hor-
muzamidst the ongoing conflict
between Iran and the US.

His colleagues describe him
as a warm and highly knowl-
edgeableindividual, well-versed
inthe complexaspects and regu-

Vice Admiral Swaminathan has
been serving as the Western
Naval Command’s Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief

lations governing maritime af-
fairs. “He is a perfectionist at
work and has a keen eye for de-
tail. He is also passionate about
fitness and goes for runs regu-
larly,” a Navy officer who has
worked closely with him, said.
Commissioned into the
Navy on July 1, 1987, the decor-

ated officer specialises in Com-
munication and Electronic War-
fare. He has held several key op-
erational, staff and training
appointments in his naval ca-
reet, includingthe Command of
missile vessels INS Vidyut and
Vinash, missile corvette INS Ku-
lish, guided missile destroyer
INS Mysore, and aircraft carrier
INSVikramaditya. Heserved as
the Chief Staff Officer (Training)
at Headquarters, Southern
Naval Command, Kochi and
played a key role in the conduct
of training across the Navy.
Hewasalsoinstrumentalin
raising the Naval Safety Team
that oversees operational safety
across all verticals of the Navy
and subsequently headed the
Work Up Organisation of the
Navy as the Flag Officer Sea
Training, after which he was ap-
pointed as the Flag Officer Com-
manding, Western Fleet. He
served as the Flag Officer Off-
shore Defence Advisory Group

and Advisor, Offshore Security
and Defence, to the Gol.

The Flag Officer had served
as the Chief of Staff of the West-
ern Naval Command, Controller
of Personnel Services and Chief
of Personnel at NHQ. Before his
current assignment, he served
as Vice Chief of the Naval Staff at
Naval HQs. He is an alumnus of
the NDA, Khadakwasla; Joint
Services Command and Staff
College, Shrivenham, UK; Col-
lege of Naval Warfare, Karanja;
and US Naval War College, New-
port, Rhode Island.

He holds a BSc degree from
JNU, New Delhi, and a range of
other educational degrees, such
as an M Sc in Telecommunica-
tions from Cochin University of
Science and Technology, Kochi;
MA in Defence Studies from
King's College, London; MPhil
in Strategic Studies from Mum-
bai University; and PhD in In-
ternational Studies from Mum-
bai University.

CORPORATION ELECTIONS : Panchkula, Ambala & Sonipat
'FAI.EUUHCIL & COMMITTEE ELECTIONS : Rewari, Dharuhera, Sampla & Ultlinl

State Election Commission, Haryana

Cast Your Vote

Date - 10.05.2026 (08:00 AM to 06:00 PM )

The electors who have not obtained their Elector's Photo Identity card (EPIC)
as yet but their names are entered in the present voter list of concerned
Corporation/Council/Committee shall have to produce any one of the following
as an alternative document for establishing their identity at the polling station:

Passport

Company

Aadhar Card issued by UIDAI
Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP)

Driving License

Income Tax Identity (PAN) Card
Service ldentity Card issued to employees by Central/State Government
Offices, Public Sector Undertakings, Local Bodies or other public Limited

Passbook of an account, having photograph, opened in a scheduled Bank or
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Post Office

Freedom Fighter |dentity Card having photograph

SC/ST/OBC certificate having photograph, issued by competent authority
Certificate of Physical disability having photograph issued by the
Competent Authority

Arms License having photograph

Job Cards with photograph issued under the National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme, MGNREGA etc.

Property documents with photographs such as Pattas, Registered Deeds etc.
Pension Documents such as Ex-Servicemen Pension Book/Pension Payment
Order, Ex-Servicemen's Widow/Dependent Certificate, Old Age Pension
Order, Widow Pension Order, with photograph

Health Insurance Scheme Smart Cards with Photograph

Ration Cards or any other similar documents establishing the identity of the
electors to the satisfaction of the Presiding Officer, having photograph

#CastYourVote #SECHARYANA

Be a responsible citizen. Participate in the upcoming Municipal Elections
and contribute to the democratic process by casting your vote.

0 @ X 0! secharyana www.secharyana.gov.in
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Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, May 9

THE ELEVATION of Suvendu
Adhikari to the Chief Minister’s
post in the BJP’s first govern-
ment in West Bengal marks the
continuation of a remarkable
trend — the party’s willingness
to reward those who crossed
over to it from other parties, es-
pecially in states where it has
risen to power recently.

While the BJP generally
chooses the CM from among its
seasoned leaders or workers in
its core states, the party has also
been open to expanding and re-
inforcing its organisation in tra-
ditionally weak states by induct-
ingleaders from other parties.

In states where it has been
well-entrenched too, the BJP
ropes in leaders from other
parties, but seldom rewards
them with the top post, which is
generally reserved for long-time
insiders — Bihar being an excep-
tion in this regard at present.

Suvendu Adhikari

Adhikari, whohastaken oath
as the West Bengal CM after the
BJP’s first-ever victory in the
large eastern state, was earlier
with the Mamata Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress (TMC),
where hewas a close aide of Ma-
mata, whom he has now de-
feated twicein direct contests.In
2007, he played akeyrolein Nan-
digram’s anti-land acquisition
agitation spearheaded by Baner-
jee —a movement that brought
her to power in 2011.

However, by 2020, Mamata’s
close lieutenant drifted away
from the TMC as he felt side-
lined, and switched to the BJP.
Adhikari went on to defeat Ba-
nerjee from Nandigram in the
2021 polls,showingthat hishold
there was stronger, and has re-
peated the feat from Bhabanipur
in2026.

In Bengal, the BJP has gone
from drawingablankin the 2011
Assembly polls to winning 207

FROMHIMANTA BISWA SARMA TO SAMRAT CHOUDHARY

How Suvendu Adhikari joins BJP’s
CMs club of faces from other parties |
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PM Narendra Modi with West Bengal CM Suvendu Adhikari and his ministers — Dilip Ghosh, Agnimitra
Paul, Nisith Pramanik, Ashok Kirtania, and Kshudiram Tudu after they took oath, on Saturday. ParTHA PAUL

seatsoutof293in therecentelec-
tions, indicating that the electo-
ral surge in the state has pre-
ceded the development of a
robust party organisation and
leadership atthe grassrootslevel
across the state. In such a scen-
ario, the party has chosen Adhi-
kari, an established leader, asthe
CM despite the fact that he
joined it just six years ago.

Himanta Biswa Sarma

Before Adhikari in Bengal,
the trend was seen in Assam.
The current CM and BJP leader,
Himanta Biswa
Sarma, had been a
prominent Congress
leader and minister in
the state till 2014. In
the 2011 Assembly
polls, he defeated Prodyut
Bora, a key figure of LK Ad-
vani’s campaign team for the
2009 Lok Sabha polls, from Ja-
lukbari by a huge margin -
Sarma secured 72.1 % vote
share as against Bora’s 12.6 %
votes.

Sarma finally left the Con-
gresssuddenly in 2015 owing to
differences with then CM and

| O

party veteran Tarun Gogoi. He
had then reportedly even met
Rahul Gandhiinalastbid toget
a better deal for himself, but
claimed to have got upset as
Gandhi was apparently “feed-
ing biscuits to a dog” rather
than listening to his concerns.
Afterjoining the BJP, he be-
came instrumental in the rise
of the party in Assam. The BJP,
which was a small player in
Assam earlier, came to power in
the state for the first time in
2016. At that time, it made Sar-
bananda Sonowal, who had a
background in the AGP,
the CM. After its second
victory in 2021, the party
however appointed
Sarma as the CM and
shifted Sonowal to the
Centre as a Union minister.
While Sonowal was ideologi-
cally never the opposite of the
BJP - it was on his petition that
the Supreme Court had struck
downtheIMDT Act that put the
onus on the state to prove that
someone was an illegal immi-
grant — and just seamlessly
merged his “anti-infiltration”
position with the BJP’s stand,

Sarmawasa quintessential Con-
gress leader who is now one of
the most strident HindutvaCMs

of the party.
Pema Khandu

In Arunachal Pradesh, in
2016, 43 of the 44 Congress
MLAs, led by then CM Pema
Khandu, joined the People’s
Party of Arunachal (PPA), an
ally of the NDA's North-East
Democratic Alliance (NEDA).
Two monthslater, Khandu split
the PPA itself, walking away to
the BJP with 32 MLAs. While
Khandu remained the CM, he
was able to switch from a dim-
inished Congress to a formi-
dable BJP ruling at the Centre.
In Arunachal Pradesh, the BJP
was traditionally a weak force.

N Biren Singh

In Manipur, former CM N
Biren Singh was a Congress
leader and aminister inits gov-
ernment before he joined the
BJP in 2016. In 2017, the BJP
formed its government in the
state, elevating Singh to the
CM'’s role. Manipur is also a
state where the BJP hasrisenin

Who is Makhanlal Sarkar? The 97-year-old
whose feet PM touched at swearing-in event

Sweety Kumari
& Asad Rehman
Kolkata, May 9

IN A moment laden with politi-
cal symbolism at the swearing-
in ceremony of the first BJP gov-
ernment in West Bengal, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Sat-
urday touched the feet of 97-
year-old party veteran Makhan
Lal Sarkar.

Sarkar was an aide of Jan
Sangh founder Syama Prasad
Mookerjee and has been associ-
ated with the BJPsinceitsincep-
tion in 1980.

In 1952, Sarkar was arrested
in Kashmir while accompany-
ing Mookerjee during the move-
menttohoistthe Tricolourinthe
Valley. Mookerjee’s visit to Kash-
mir was part of a movement led
by him to pressure the Centreto

= . - . R A
Sarkar was an aide of Jan Sangh
founder Syama Prasad
Mookerjee. PARTHA PAUL

push for Jammu and Kashmir’s
fullintegration with India. It was
during the agitation that
Mookerjee died of a cardiac ar-
restwhilebeingheldinacottage
eight miles from Srinagar, giving
rise to the popular slogan: “Ja-
haan hue balidaan Mookerjee,
wo Kashmir hamara hai; jo

Knives out in TMC:

Ravik Bhattacharya
& Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 9

IT’S NOW out in the open. Tri-
namool Congress (TMC) leaders
and legislators who have been
toeing the party’s line publicly
for all these years have now
started speaking out on what is
wrong in the party, after its hu-
miliating defeat at the hands of
BJPin the Assembly elections.
After former Minister of State
for Sports and cricketer Manoj
Tiwary fired the first salvo, cal-
ling the Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment “corrupt” that “de-
served to be cast away”, other
TMC leaders like MP and actor
Dev have started speaking out
against the party leadership,
with some even blaminggeneral
secretary and Mamata’s
nephew, Abhishek Banerjee, for
the electoral debacle.
“Lobbies, lobbies and
lobbies. The party is infected
with lobby and factionalism,”
said TMC MLA Niamot Sheikh,
who won from Hariharpara in

Murshidabad district.

Sheikh, who had attended
Wednesday’s meeting of TMC
Legislature Party meeting at
party supremo Mamata Baner-
jee’sKalighat residence, said the
leadership allowed factionalism
in the party, which ultimately
led to the defeat.

“There are so many factions
of the party in Murshidabad
itself. I have repeatedly warned
the party higher-ups regarding
this. Iwasignored. They thought
it was better not to pay heed to
me. The top leadership thought
that more the factions, more the
competition and better the posi-
tion. Ifone raised questions, they
would back the other lobby. It is
a fact that when one becomes
the party’scandidate in the polls,
the other lobbies will not work
forhim,” Sheikhtold TheIndian
Express over the phone without
naminganyone in particular.

“Then there was technol-
ogy,” Sheikh said, adding that
party leadership placed a lot of
emphasis on technology like so-
cialmediacampaignsetc. “They

Kashmir hamara hai, wo saare
ka saara hai (Where Mookerjee
was martyred, that Kashmir is
ours; the Kashmir that is ours is
the entire Kashmir)”.

Sarkar served as the coordi-
nator for the erstwhile West Di-
najpur, Jalpaiguri, and Darjeel-
ing districts. Within a year, he
successfully enrolled 10,000
members, laying the ground-
work for the party’s current
dominance in North Bengal.

Heserved anunprecedented
seven terms as the BJP’s district
unit chief. A resident of Siliguri,
he continues to work for the
party despite his age.

Modi touching Sarkar’s feet
was seen as a gesture reflecting
the BJP’s emphasis on recogni-
sing the party’s old guard.

PM Modi later tookto X to
pay tribute to Sarkar, describing

undermined the human factor,”
he added.

Sheikh, who defeated Hu-
mayun Kabir’snominee by over
12,000 votes, said suspending
himjust before the electionswas
not a wise call. “I don’t know
whose lobby brainwashed our
supremeleader (Mamata Baner-
jee)against Humayun Kabir...In
Murshidabad, like in other areas,
Muslim vote got divided,” he
added. Akhruzzaman, the TMC
MLA from Raghunathganj in
Murshidabad district, also
blamed the division in Muslim
votes behind the party’s defeat
in the minority-dominated
areas.

Another TMC MLA from
Murshidabad district, speaking
on the condition of anonymity,
said, “Our Muslim vote bank
cracked, while the Hindu votes
consolidated towards the BJP”,
adding that the party has
changed a lot in the past few
years. “Our voicesneverreached
the top. The party was depend-
ent on a professional agency (I-
PAC) which acted as

him as a “devoted patriot” who
represents the foundational
roots of the nationalist move-
ment. “Today, as the first BJP
government in West Bengal
takes oath, it is only natural for
all of us to remember Dr Syama
Prasad Mookerjee,” Modi wrote.
“At the swearing-in cer-
emony... I met Makhanlal Sar-
kar. A devoted patriot, Sarkar
worked closely with Dr Mooker-
jeeand waseven arrested along-
side him during his journey to
Jammu and Kashmir. He has
dedicated his life to expanding
our party's foundation across
West Bengal and inspiring
people from all walks of life to
join us,” Modi posted. “We are
proud that our party hassuchin-
spirational figures... We will not
spare any effort in realising Dr
Mookerjee’s dream,” he added.

the last few years.

Manik Saha

Tripura CM Manik Saha also
has a background in the Con-
gress. He switched tothe BJPin
2016 and became president of
its state unit from 2020 to 2022.
After being elected as an MLA
in 2022, Saha became CM the
same year after party leader Bi-
plab Kumar Deb stepped down
from this post. Tripura, which
had earlier seen a CPI (M) gov-
ernment for 25 years, saw the
BJP storming to power in 2018.

Samrat Choudhary

Samrat Choudhary, the first
CM of the BJP-led government
in Bihar, joined the BJP only in
2017. Before that, he had along
stint in the RJD and was also
with the Janata Dal (United).
Thus, despite Bihar being a
state where the BJP hashad a
strong influence for long, it has
installed a relatively recent
party entrant as the CM.

There are reasons for this.
TheBJP, traditionally an “upper
caste” party in Bihar, seeks to
woothe OBCsinlarge numbers
toretainits primacyin the state.
The Yadav community has
been with the RJD led by Lalu
Prasad and his son Tejashwi
Yadav. Kurmis have been with
the Nitish Kumar-led JD (U),
while Upendra Kushwaha has
tried to project himself as the
leader of the Kushwahas with li-
mited success.

Samrat Chaudhary belongs
to the Kushwaha/Koeri com-
munity, which has made him
crucial for the BJP’s scheme of
things in the state.

Given that Kurmis and
Kushwahas, often called the
“Luv-Kush” castes, are some-
times perceived asalargerbloc,
the BJP is trying to woo these
castes in particular and the
OBCsingeneral. After the death
of Sushil Kumar Modi, the BJP
did not have a heavyweight
OBCleader in the state.
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Congress’s Kerala affairs in-charge Deepa Dasmunshi and senior party leaders VD Satheesan, Ramesh
Chennithala, Sunny Joseph and KC Venugopal after meeting party chief Mallikarjun Kharge in New

Delhi on Saturday. caJENDRA YADAV

Congin catch-22 over Kerala
CM pick, Rahul livid over
tussle flaring on the streets

ManojCG

New Delhi, May 9

THE TUSSLE within Congress
over its choice of Kerala Chief
Minister intensified Saturday,
with the party high command
failing to arrive at a consensus
candidate even after three hours
of discussions with the three
contenders — outgoing state
Leader of the Opposition (LoP) V
D Satheesan, AICC general sec-
retary (organisation) K C Venu-
gopal, and former state Congress
chiefRamesh Chennithala —at
party president Mallikarjun
Kharge’s residence in Delhi.

The only saving grace for the
high command wasthatitman-
aged to persuade the three
leaders to jointly appeal to their
supporters to stop taking the
chief ministerial race to the
streets. Accordingly, all three
leaders, along with state Con-
gress president Sunny Joseph,
issued a joint appeal against
street protests. Satheesan asked
party workers to remove all flex
boards and banners put up
across the state by supporters of
the three leaders.

The high command, es-
pecially the LoP in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, hastaken
a stern view of the unpreced-
ented display of Congress fac-
tionalism on the streets of Ke-

rala, arguing thatithasdimmed
the sheenofthe UDF’slandslide
victory in the elections. Rahul
was said to be furious over it. He
told the three contenders that
such pressure tactics should
have been avoided, and that the
public show of support by their
respective camps was an insult
tothe people whohavegiventhe
mandate to the Congress.

During the three-hour dis-
cussions — held both collec-
tively and individually — with
Kharge and Gandhi, all three
contenders remained firm in
staking their respective claimsto
the CM’s post.

While Venugopal argued
that he enjoys the support of a
majority in the Congress Legis-
lature Party (CLP), Chennithala
reiterated the seniority factor.
Satheesan, meanwhile, main-
tained that he hasthe support of
the United Democratic Front
(UDF)'s allies and that public
sentiment favours him. He re-
portedly told the high command
that he would not accept any
post if denied the chief
ministership.

Afterthe meeting, AICCgen-
eral secretary incharge of Kerala
Deepa Dasmunsi said a final
decision would be announced
“very soon” and “in due time”.
“For the last two-three days
there have been some overen-

thusiastic workers... and some
unruly incidentshave happened
in Kerala... and those unruly
incidents are not our Congress
culture. So, we arerequestingall
workerstostop this kind of activ-
ity,” she said. Dasmunsi, along
with AICC observers Ajay Maken
and Mukul Wasnik, was part of
the discussions.

According to sources, an
“overwhelming” majority of the
Congress’snewly elected MLAS,
as well as MPs from the state,
told AICC observers Maken and
Wasnik that they wanted Venu-
gopal to be named CM. How-
ever, both the Chennithala and
Satheesan camps have also
claimed support from MLASs.

Thehigh command hasadif-
ficult task on its hands. While a
majority of MLAs appear tohave
backed Venugopal, Satheesan
has emerged as the dominant
figure in the publicimagination
after leading the Congress and
the UDF's campaign and spear-
heading the offensive against
the CPI(M)-led government of
Pinarayi Vijayan over thelast five
years as the Opposition leader.
Chennithalaremainsthe senior-
most among the three con-
tenders.

Allthethreeleadershaveleft
forKerala,anindication thatthe
process of consultations with
them is complete.

Mamata calls for unity among all Opp
parties to flght BJ P, CPM rebukes her

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 9

ON A day when Suvendu Adhi-
kari took oath as the first ever
BJP CM of West Bengal, Trina-
mool Congress supremo Ma-
mata Banerjee reached outtoall
opposition parties, especially the
Left, with a call for unity to fight
against the BJP.

However, CPIM reacted
sharply to her call, saying she
only was responsible for BJP's
rise in the state. CPIM Central
Committee member Sujan
Chakraborty said, “She has no
credibility of fight against BJP.
Earlier, she said, she is eager to
formafront with the BJP. During
hertenure, RSS strengthened its
rootsinthestate...”

Mamata was speaking at an
event at her residence to cel-

TMC leaders at party supremo Mamata Banerjee’s residence in
Kolkata on Saturday. express

middlemen,” the leader said,
disagreeing with Mamata’s deci-
siontonotacceptthedefeatand
refusing to resign as the chief
minister. “Ibelieve we should ac-
ceptdefeat, and start rebuilding
the party. Not accepting defeat is
further tarnishing our image
among the people,” the TMC
MLA said.

TMC MLA from Bagnan in
Howrahdistrict, ArunabhaSen,
was also critical of Mamata’s
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decision to not resign. “Itis true
that we faced hostility during
counting. Even after that, I
stayed at the counting centre. I
have faith that people voted for
me, and Iwillwin,” said Sen, who
defeated BJP’s Pramansu Rana.

TMC MLA from Sujapur in
Malda district, Sabina Yasmin
admitted organisational short-
comings, but refused to add
more. “T have full faith and con-
fidence in Mamata Banerjee.

Former CM Mamata Banerjee
pays homage to Rabindranath
Tagore on his birth anniversary,
in Kolkata on Saturday. ani

She is our leader... We do have
some organisational shortcom-
ings. We can't deny it.”

Abdur Rahim Boxi, the TMC
MLA from Malatipur in Malda,
blamed the Election Commis-
sion’s contentious Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls behind the party’s debacle
in the poll. TMC MLA from En-
tally in Kolkata, Sandipan Saha
said the party will look into the
reasons for its defeat.

Deputy Mayor of Kolkata
Municipal Corporation, Atin
Ghosh, wholost from Kashipur-
Belgachia Assembly consti-
tuency cited “three main rea-
sons” for the defeat. “One is
religious polarisation. Second is
the deletion of voters’ names,
and third, the huge anti-incum-
bency.” Veteran TMC leader
Madan Mitra, who once again
got elected from Kamarhati in
North 24 Parganas, said, “What
is the cause of this defeat, that
our leaders will introspect.” On
Mamata refusing to resign as
CM, hesaiditwas “aunanimous
decision of the party MLAS”.

ebrate the birth anniversary of
Rabindranath Tagore on Satur-
day. “Thereign of terror hasbeen
unleashed. In such a scenario, I
would urge all the opposition
parties of Bengal, the student or-
ganisations and the NGOs to
unite against the BJP. A united
platform can be created of all
parties that are against the BJP.
Along with the national parties,
Iwould urge the Leftistsand the
ultra-Leftists to unite in Bengal
as well as in Delhi. If any party
wants to speak to me in this re-
gard, I am available...It needs to
be remembered that our first
enemy is the BJP,” she said.
Sheaccused the BJP of bring-
ing people from outside the state
to trouble opponents. “Some
goonscreated trouble in front of
my house and Abhishek’s resi-
dence. Hisdaughterisalsobeing

The TMC on Saturday sus-
pended three of its spokesper-
sons for six years over alleged
anti-party remarks made follow-
ing the poll defeat. Accordingto
a statement, spokespersons
Kohinoor Majumdar, RijuDutta
and Kartik Ghosh were sus-
pended for allegedly violating
party discipline.The action came
daysafter the party issued show-
cause notices to five spokesper-
sons over comments critical of
the leadership and the party's
electoral strategy.

AccordingtoaPTIreport, the
other two leaders who were
served notices are Krishnendu
Chowdhury and Papiya Ghosh.

Majumdar had earlier told
the media, “Partyleadershad to
wait for hours to meet the TMC
national general secretary Ab-
hishek Banerjee.” TMC leader
from Malda, Chowdhury, also
criticised Abhishek's way of
functioning. Similarly, Papiya
Ghosh and Kartik Ghosh also
spoke out against the party
leadership. Ghosh is the
daughter of senior Cooch Behar

threatened. Her private tutor has
been heckled,” she said. She also
flagged the denial of permission
to celebrate Rabindranath Ta-
gore'sbirth anniversary at three
places. “We have been observing
thebirth anniversaries of several
visionaries of our country since
our childhood. But why has per-
mission been denied this time?”
She said all national leaders
of the opposition parties have
contacted her. “I have spoken to
Sonia ji, Rahul Gandhi, Kharge
ji, Uddhav Thackeray & Tejashwi
Yadav. Akhilesh Yadav himself
came here. I have also spoken to
Hemant Soren and Arvind Kejri-
wal,” she said. Meanwhile,
TMC’ssecond-in-command Ab-
hishekBanerjeeinapostonXal-
leged wrongdoings in the count-
ing, SIR deletions and
intimidation of voters.

Leaders, MLAS call out factionalism, Mamata bid to not quit

TMC leader Rabindranath
Ghosh, whotoo criticised Abhis-
hek publicly. Dutta had praised
the BJP's measures to curb post-
poll violence in a post.

Actor Dev, who won from
Ghatal in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections and campaigned in
this Assembly election, told
mediapersonsthat he refused to
“speak lies” about Ghatal
masterplan. Referring to his
2024 speech in Parliament that
led tospeculation of his political
future, the actor-politician said
he was falsely promised by Ma-
mata and Abhishek that the
long-delayed masterplan, the
project tomitigate floodingissue
in Purba and Paschim Medini-
pur, would be fast-tracked.

Former cricketer Manoj Ti-
wary, in a Facebook Live, just
two days after BJP’s victory, ac-
cused Mamata and former
sports minister Aroop Biswas of
sidelining him in the govern-
ment. Congratulating the BJP
for its “massive win”, he said he
was “relieved by TMC’s exit”.

-WITHPTI



THE SUNDAY EXPRESS MAY10,2026 7

Research for Better Medicines
— A Patient Awareness Initiative —

ADVERTORIAL |

Research for Better Medicines
— A Patient Awareness Initiative —

gt NOLErs

10" May 2026

:

“Caring for her is the most meaningful way to celebrate her”

When to Seek
Medical Advice

You Care for Everyone Let Us Care for You Constant Fatigue

Isn’t Normal

You Deserve a
Proper Diagnosis

could be signs of endometrio-
sis. This Mother's Day, | want
to remind you that your
health matters just as much
as your family’s. You deserve
proper attention, care, and re-
lief. Taking a step toward di-
agnosis and treatment is not
self-centered itis essential for
maintaining your strength

and stability.

s amother, your focus is

always on your child
and family. You manage re-
sponsibilities, routines, and
emotions every single day.
But in doing so, many
women overlook their own
health concerns. Persistent
pelvic pain, heavy bleeding,
or unexplained fatigue are
not issues to ignore. These

Dr.Sonal Bathla
Gynecologist, Central Delhi

Dr. Auditi Narayan
Gynecologist, West Delhi

Dr. Madhu Goel

Dr. Meenakshi Ahuja
Gynecologist, South Delhi

Gynecologist, South Delhi

Severe Period Pain
Is Not Normal

any women believe

painful periods are
a normal part of life, but
severe pain that disrupts
daily activities may indi-
cate Endometriosis. This
condition occurs when
tissue similar to the uter-

ersistent tiredness that does

not improve with rest may in-
dicate Iron Deficiency Anemia.
This condition occurs when the
body lacks sufficient iron to pro-
duce hemoglobin, reducing oxy-
gen supply to tissues. Women
may experience weakness, dizzi-
ness, and reduced stamina. Many
ignore these symptoms, assum-

omen should consult a

doctor if they experience
heavy bleeding, severe men-
strual pain, or frequent urina-
tion. These may be signs of
Uterine Fibroids. Early diagno-
sis allows better treatment toms should not be dismissed.
planning and may reduce the You deserve clear information
need for invasive procedures. and a proper plan. This

any women are told to
“wait and watch” with-
out fully understanding their
condition. While small fibroids
may not require immediate
treatment, persistent symp-

sues. If you frequently miss
work, rely on strong
painkillers, or notice wors-
ening symptoms over time,
it is important to seek med-
ical advice. Early diagnosis
can significantly improve

Ignoring symptoms can lead to
worsening discomfort and
complications. Timely evalua-
tion helps maintain health,
prevent anemia, and improve

Mother's Day, don't settle for
uncertainty. A detailed evalua-
tion can help you understand
the size, number, and impact
of fibroids, allowing for better

ine lining grows outside
the uterus, causing in-
flammation, pain, and
sometimes fertility is-

Dr. Rabin Gujral
Gynecologist, West Delhi

treatment outcomes, pre-
vent complications, and
help maintain better long-
term reproductive and over-

all health.

ing they are part of daily stress. A
simple blood test can confirm the
diagnosis. Early treatment with
supplements and dietary changes
can restore energy levels and im-

overall quality of life. decision-making. prove daily functioning.

Paleness and Weakness Are Not Minor Signs

f you notice pale skin,
frequent dizziness,
headaches, or shortness of

Common Being Strong Doesn’t Mean Ignoring Pain

Symptoms to Watch

worsen the condition over
time. This Mother’s Day, take
these signals seriously. Your

often see young mothers
push through pain, be-

body needs help. This
Mother's Day, | want

breath, don't ignore these body is clearly indicating an lieving that enduring it you to redefine
signs. They often indicate imbalance. A simple blood quietly makes them strength. Listening to
iron deficiency anemia. test can confirm the diagno- stronger. But ignoring your body and seeking

symptoms does not make
the problem go away. En-
dometriosis can gradually
worsen if left unaddressed,
leading to more complica-
tions over time. Strength is
not about tolerating suf-
fering it's about recognizing when your

timely care is a sign of
awareness, not weak-
ness. You don't have to
live with ongoing
pain. Proper evalua-
tion and treatment
can significantly im-
prove your quality of life.

Many young mothers over-
look these symptoms, as-
suming they are just part of
postpartum recovery or a
busy routine. This delay can

sis, and timely treatment can
prevent worsening fatigue,
reduced immunity, and long-
term health complications
that affect your daily life.

Dr. Ritu Jain
Gynecologist, Gurugram

Dr. Anita Uniyal
Gynecologist, North Delhi

Dr.Renuka Tyagi
Gynecologist, East Delhi

Your Health Is
Your Child’s Foundation

our child depends on you not just physically,

ymptoms of Iron Deficiency
Anemia often develop gradually
and may include pale skin, breath-
lessness, headaches, and poor con-
centration. Women, especially dur- eavy or

Heavy Periods Are Not Normal

frequent pad changes,

but emotionally and mentally as well. ing pregnancy or prolonged passing clots, or feel-
Chronicz p.ain caused by conditions like en- ppstpart.um, are .at (MSNo mens’Frua! ing weak during peri-
dometriosis can gradually reduce your energy, higher risk due to in- — bleeding is of- ods should seek med-

ical evaluation. If left
untreated, fibroids can
cause anemia and im-
pact daily life. Early di-
agnosis through ultra-
sound allows timely
management, helping
reduce symptoms and
improve overall health
and comfort.

patience, and overall wellbeing. This can affect
how you experience motherhood on a daily basis.
Taking care of your health is not separate from
caring for your child it is directly connected. This
Mother's Day, prioritize your wellbeing without
guilt. Addressing your symptoms and seeking
proper care can help you stay active, present,
and emotionally available. A healthier you cre-
ates a stronger, more stable environment for
your child to grow.

creased iron require- o ten ignored,
ments. Ignoring these but it may in-
signs can worsen the dicate Uterine
condition. Early diag- Fibroids. These
nosis through a hemo- non-cancerous
globin test and appro- growths can
priate treatment can significantly lead to excessive
improve energy levels, immunity, bleeding, pelvic dis-
and overall wellbeing. comfort, and fatigue.
Women experiencing

'fiilr?:-'rr. Semal

Mothers Day

Dr. Shakuntla Kumar

Dr.Anshu Sharma ' '
Gynecologist, North Delhi

Gynecologist, West Delhi

You Deserve a
Proper Diagnosis

Why Early Diagnosis Matters

ndometriosis is often
diagnosed late because

Impact on

Taking Time for
Fertility

Health Is Not Neglect

which can effectively control
symptoms and improve

Dr. Pooja Uniyal
Gynecologist, North Delhi

many women normalize
their symptoms. However,
delaying evaluation can
lead to worsening pain,
disease progression, and
possible fertility chal-
lenges. Early diagnosis al-
lows timely treatment, in-
cluding medications or
surgery when required,

Dr. Meenu Goyal
Gynecologist, South Delhi

quality of life.WWomen experi-
encing persistent pelvic
pain, painful periods, or dis-
comfort during daily activi-
ties should not ignore these
signs. Consulting a special-
ist early provides clarity and
ensures better long-term
physical, emotional, and re-
productive health outcomes.

/
y w

Dr. Kalpana Aggarwal

Dr. Savithri Sowmya Gynecologist, West Delhi

Gynecologist, South Delhi

any women are told to

“wait and watch” with-
out fully understanding their
condition. While small fibroids
may not require immediate
treatment, persistent symp-
toms should not be dismissed.
You deserve clear information
and a proper plan. This
Mother's Day, don't settle for
uncertainty. A detailed evalua-
tion can help you understand

any mothers feel quilty about tak-

ing time for themselves, especially
when it comes to medical care. But ignor-
ing your health does not benefit your
family it can actually make things more
difficult over time. Conditions like en-
dometriosis can worsen if left untreated,
leading to more disruption in your daily
life. This Mother's Day, shift your perspec-
tive. Seeking care is not neglecting your
responsibilities it is strengthening them.
When you take care of your health, you
are better equipped to handle everything
else. Prioritizing your wellbeing is a prac-
tical and necessary decision.

A Healthier You Is the
Best Gift You Can Give

his Mother's Day, while you care for everyone

else, take a moment to focus on yourself. If
you've been experiencing heavy periods, pelvic
pressure, or unexplained fatigue, don't ignore it. Fi-
broids are common and manageable when ad-
dressed early. Seeking medical advice is not a bur-
den it's a step toward a better quality of life. A
healthier you allows you to be more present, ener-
getic, and confident in your role as a mother.

ndometriosis can affect fertility by caus-

ing inflammation and damage to repro-
ductive organs. While not all women with
this condition face infertility, delayed diag-
nosis may reduce future options. Women
planning pregnancy or experiencing diffi-
culty conceiving should consider evaluation
if symptoms are present. Early diagnosis
and management can help preserve repro-
ductive function and improve outcomes.
Addressing symptoms at the right time al-
the size, number, and impact of lows better planning and reduces long-
fibroids, allowing for better de- term complications related to reproductive
cision-making. health.

Dr.Ranjana Gupta
Gynecologist, South Delhi
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Yogi Cabinet
expansion today,
6 new ministers
likely to take oath

Express News Service
Lucknow, May 9

THE MUCH-delayed expan-
sion of the Yogi Adityanath-led
Uttar Pradesh Cabinet will take
place on Sunday as the BJP's
central leadership is learnt to
have given its nod for it, offi-
cials in the state government
confirmed.

The decision comes after
the Assembly elections in four
states concluded and oath-tak-
ing of the new Bengal chief
minister was held on Saturday.

Chief Minister Adityanath
met Governor Anandiben Patel
on Saturday evening soon after
helanded in Lucknow upon his
return from Kolkata where he
attended the swearing-in cer-
emony of new CM Suvendu Ad-
hikari earlier in the day.

Thelist of the new ministers
was yet to be finalised and
given to the Governor till late
Saturday evening, sources in
the government said.

Accordingto the provisions
given the number of Assembly
seats, six more ministers canbe
added to the state Cabinet
which can have a maximum
strength of 60. The Cabinet cur-
rently has 54 ministers, includ-
ingthe CM. The number of new
ministers taking oath on Sun-
day can be more than six as
some of the existing ministers
could be dropped from the
Cabinet, sources said.

Though the CM has a list of
probables ready, it is yet to get
the final nod from the party's
topleadership, sources said, ad-

ding the would-be ministers
will get a call either late in the
night or early in the morning.

Officials said all ministers
have been asked to reach Jan
Bhavan at 3 pm to attend the
swearing-in and later arrive at
Lok Bhawan (CM's office) for a
Cabinet meeting to be chaired
by Adityanath.

The newly inducted min-
isterswill also attend the meet-
ing, they added.

Among the strong pro-
bables getting oath on Sunday
is former state BJP president
Bhupendra Singh Chaudhary,
who is likely to get the power
portfolio which currently is
with AK Sharma, known to be
close to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.

The other strong probable
candidate in the list is Hansraj
Vishwakarma, an MLC hailing
from the PM’s constituency of
Varanasi. Also among the pro-
bables is Manoj Pandey, an ex-
pelled Samajwadi Party MLA
from Rae Bareli, even as some
senior BJPleadersand RSS func-
tionaries are strongly opposed to
hisinduction, it is learnt.

The other names doing
rounds are of Sitapur MLA
Asha Maurya, an OBC face, Ali-
garh MLA Surendra Diler, a
Dalit, MLC Govind Narayan
Shukla, a Brahmin, Fatehpur
MLA Krishna Paswan, a Dalit,
Mathura MLA and former min-
ister Srikant Sharma, and MLC
and former minister Mahendra
Singh. Singh is considered
close to Adityanath and also to
some central BJP leaders.

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tender Ne.: JHS-ENGG-C-2026-107
E-TENDERING TENDER NOTICE

Divisional Haibway Manager (Works| M.C_ Railway, Jhansi for and bahalf of President of
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Date of completion / pariod from issue acceptance leiter; 24 Monlhs,
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www, ireps.gov.in,
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'How Vijay, Rahul chemistry over 17 years
proved glue for TVK and Congress alliance

ManojCG
New Delhi, May 9

THE CONGRESS’S decision to
backthe Tamilaga Vettri Kazha-
gam (TVK) and its chief Vijay
after the Tamil Nadu Assembly
polls threw up a fractured man-
date, has not come as a surprise
to many within the party.

The reason: the long-stand-
ing equation between the TVK
chief and the Leader of the Op-
position (LoP) in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, that dates back
nearly 17 years, when the latter
wasrelatively new to politicsand
Vijay was on the cusp of super-
stardom in Tamil films.

Long before Vijay formally
entered politics and launched
the TVK in 2024, Congress
leaders had already viewed him
asideologically aligned with the
party, with early conversations
between the actor and Rahul
Gandhi in 2009 fuelling specu-
lation about a possible political
partnership.

Congress leaders recall a
meeting Vijay had with Gandhi
in August 2009, monthsafter the
Congress returned to power in
the Lok Sabha elections with an
improved mandate from 2004.
Was Vijay — who had by then
starred in nearly S0 films and
earned the moniker “Ilaya Thal-
apathy” — inclined to join the
Congress, orwas Gandhi keento
bring him into the party fold?
The answer perhaps lies some-
where in between.

Even before his political debut, Cong saw
Vijay asideologically aligned with party

Conversations between the actor and the Congress leaderin 2009
had fuelled speculation about a possible political partnership. pri/ani

The two have remained in
touch intermittently since then.
Gandhi telephoned Vijay after
the actor formally entered
politics in 2024 with the launch
of the TVK. Vijay, in turn, called
Gandhi towish him on hisbirth-
daylastyear. The two alsospoke
after the Karur stampede and
again after Vijay’s stunning elec-
toral debut in the recent polls.

Congress sources said the
2009 meeting was facilitated by
then NSUI national secretary
Gopinath Palaniyappan, who
lost to the TVK candidate in
Erode (East) in this election.
Congress leaders say Vijay’s
father, S A Chandrasekhar,
leaned towards the Congress
and had accompanied hissonto
meet Gandhi in Delhi. The meet-
inghad triggered intense specu-
lationin Tamil Nadu over Vijay’s
political ambitions.

According to Congress
leaders, Palaniyappan, who
knew Vijay personally, arranged
theinteraction. Gandhiwasthen
in charge of the Youth Congress
and was attempting to demo-
cratise the organisation through
internal elections. Vijay had al-
ready floated the Vijay Makkal
Iyakkam, an outfit ostensibly fo-
cused on social service but
widely seen as an effort to con-
vert his fan base into a political
constituency.

What transpired during the
meeting, which Vijay later said
tookplace at Gandhi’sinitiative,
has remained a subject of inter-
est. Vijay later recalled that one
of his well-wishers had con-
veyed Gandhi’s invitation. “At
firstI thought it could even be a
prank. But it was a good oppor-
tunity... not everyone gets such
achance.Iamnotsuchabigper-

son for Rahul to meet me. But I
felt the opportunity should not
be missed. One day I cancelled
my shootings, went to Delhi with
my father and met him at his
residence,” Vijay had said in re-
marks that are now viral.

Vijay said he was struck by
the warmth with which Gandhi
received him. “He is working
hard to bring about change in
India. He is focusing on the
youth. We all know the steps he
took during the recent Parlia-
ment elections and the results
because ofthat... Forsuch aper-
son to meet me is a matter of
pride for me, my fans and the
people of Tamil Nadu,” he had
said. The two reportedly spoke
for over an hour about politics,
cinema and the Makkal Iyak-
kam. Congress sources claim
Gandhi even offered Vijay the
post of Tamil Nadu Youth Con-
gress chief. There were also
plans for Vijay to share the stage
with Gandhi ata public meeting
in Coimbatore in September
20009. Vijay, however, backed
out at the last minute and later
denied reports that he was plan-
ning to join the Congress. Even
so, he indicated that he was
open to entering politics in the
future.

A Congress leader claimed
Vijay was then keen to join the
party. “Hewas nearing 35. Rahul
instead asked him to contest for
the post of Youth Congress presi-
dent, which he would have
easily won. But nothing materi-

alised. There was pressure from
the DMK on Vijay not to proceed.
The Tamil film industry is con-
trolled by the extended Karun-
anidhi family,” the leader said.

Congressleadersnowsay the
TVK’s decision to align with the
partyis not unexpected, arguing
that Vijay’s ideological position
haslongbeen closertothatofthe
Congress and that their alliance
was a natural progression.

“Wehad ameetingwith Vijay
when he was in Delhi in 20009.
We discussed the NSUI — what
it does and how it differs from
the ABVP.Idonotrememberthe
entire conversation, but I dis-
tinctly recall him saying secular-
ism was one of the strongest pil-
lars of the Constitution. He did
not believe in communal
politics,” recalled Congress
leader Ragini Nayak, who had
met Vijay at the time.

Nayak was then NSUI gen-
eral secretary. She met Vijay
along with then NSUI president
Hibi Eden, NSUI national gen-
eral secretary Ashok Basoyaand
Palaniyappan.

Vijay has often cited five re-
formers as his inspirations — K
Kamaraj, Periyar, Velu Nachiyar,
Anjalai Ammal and BR Ambed-
kar. Kamaraj, whobecame Chief
Minister of the erstwhile Madras
state in 1954, was among the
Congress’s tallest leaders in
Tamil Nadu, though he later
sided with its syndicate faction
afterIndira Gandhi wasexpelled
from the party in 1969.

BJP rewarding
graft, practising
washing machine
politicsin Bengal,
says Sanjay Raut

Express News Service
Mumbai, May 9

AFTER SENIOR BJPleader Su-
vendu Adhikari was chosen as
the chief minister of West Ben-
gal, ShivSena (UBT) MP Sanjay
Raut on Saturday accused the
BJP of “rewarding corruption”
and practising “washing ma-
chine politics”, referring to the
2014 Narada sting operation.

Raut alleged that Adhikari,
credited with helping the BJP
secure a historic victory in West
Bengal and ending Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s long rule in the state,
was among several Trinamool
Congressleaders seen allegedly
accepting cash on camerain
the sting operation conducted
by Tehelka journalist Mathew
Samuel.

“In the 2016 Bengal elec-
tions, the BJP aggressively pro-
moted those videos against the
Trinamool Congress. But once
Suvendu Adhikari joined the
BJP, the party deleted those vi-
deos from its official channels,”
Raut said.

“Today, the same person
has become the chief minister,
and the BJPis celebrating him.
What morality and what ideol-
ogy is this,” he asked.

Rautalleged thatthe BJPhad
created a pattern where opposi-
tionleaders facingallegations of
corruption or central agency ac-
tion later joined the party and
were politically rehabilitated.

Johnny Johnny Yes Papa’is agalnst Indian culture: UP education minister

Bhupendra Pandey

| Lucknow, May 9

YOGENDRA  UPADHYAY,
Uttar Pradesh Minister for
Higher Education and Science
and Technology, sparked a con-
troversy over his statement that
two popular English nursery
rhymes - ‘Johnny Johnny Yes
Papa’ and ‘Rain Rain Go Away’
-sow seeds of dishonesty inthe
minds of children and are
against Indian values and
culture.

Upadhyay first spoke about

*SUNDAY CROSSWORD

the rhymes at an event in Agra
earlier this week while address-
ing a gathering of Shiksha Mit-
ras (ad hoc teachers in govern-
ment primary schools).

He referred to them on Sat-
urday as well while speaking at
an event, addressing students
and teachers of a prominent pri-
vate school in Lucknow.

When contacted, Upadhyay
explained the reason behind his
criticism of the message in the
two rhymes.

He said, “What does this
rhyme teach (us) — Johnny

Yogendra Upadhyay is currently
an MLA from the Agra South

Johnny Yes Papa, Eating Sugar

No Papa, Telling Lies No Papa,
Open Your Mouth Ha Ha Ha.

2581

Theselinesteach childrentotell
lies. No one ever thought about
how this rhyme imparts wrong
lessons to young children.”
The minister added, “Our
cultureis 'Sarvajan Hitay, Sarva-
jan Sukhay’ (for the welfare of
all, for the happiness of all). But
thisrhyme 'Rain Rain Go Away,
Come Again Another Day, Little
Johnny Wants To Play, Rain
Rain Go Away'teaches children
'Swantah Sukhay (self happi-
ness)’. This is not our culture.”
He further said, “Education
teaches us culture. I spoke

IFIT'S YOUR

about these rhymes recently at
an eventin Agra... What we are
teaching through these rhymes
tochildren ofatenderage...1do
not have any objection to the
language... but we should see
that we do not teach anything,
even by accident, that cultivates
the wrong culture among
children. I said the same thing
at a school in Lucknow as well
today. I will keep speaking
aboutit...”

He added, “I was told today
that Akhilesh Yadav (Sa-
majwadi Party chief) has com-

mented on my statement. Ak-
hilesh Yadav cannot think to
that extent.”

Asked why he didn't raise
the matter with the govern-
ment, he only replied, “I will
keep speaking about thisinten-
tionally, everywhere...

“I don’t bother being criti-
cised for raising objections to
certain lines in these rhymes.”

Upadhyay won the UP As-
sembly elections in 2012, 2017
and 2022 and is currently an
MLA from the Agra South seat.
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wards an honour and, if it wins, continuing the suit. Sup- 25. Harmful intent (6) 19. She works ina pub 12. King's rival nearly 7.Rue Andrews
pose declarer ducks a cluband the defensereturnsa 26. Aided (8) (7) became Avenger (4) appalling bloomers? (9)
spade, South now takes one trump and continues clubs, 20. An illicit 13. Lives are disrupted .

) ra . 27.Burdened (8) : : i 8.Gen. Halley lost in

leading to dummy's king. If this holds, declarer ruffs . . relationship (7) by the putting in of J)

' - M- 28. Simple person —in . Pennsylvania River (9)

dummy's last diamond, cashes the remaining high 23. Must (3,2) convict settlements (8)
heart, and continues clubs. If the club king is ruffed, de- the soup? (6) > 4‘ Ri “ d 16. Kev bat 2(6) 14.1n, I hear you, and
clarer easily retains control. ) a l?gf— __}l.isgl(lln4) 17' Crey a S;g?ln : dt about people with top-

vague amilia 5 « LIOSSWO sedto .
THEWESTHAND: # Q874 @7 ¢ KQJ54 #QJ9 DOWN suely Derplon (6) leader leading to
: 2.Crouchin fear (5) . habituation! (9)
THEEASTHAND: #Kj53 «®QJ109 410632 #10

Note that if South playjs one round of trumps the defense 3. MrIrani of CRYPTIC CLUES ;?oﬁﬁéiigzarelgrifsfi? 15. Not the most
may getinwitha clubtrick to knock out South's last high BOHYWOOd?, (5) ?(’]I‘R(l)bSS tofdate(3,3) electrons (4.4) cnergetic membeg of
trump, than ruff a club to draw another round of trumps, 4. More garish (7) - 1LI1IDYy out of gate (o, the Sl.<eleton s:[aff 2(9)
preventing the last diamond ruff. Ducking the first club 5. Groups, troupes or S. Crlthse person for 2.1- To go, forexample,a  18. Pig found in French
gains over the more direct attackif clubs are 4-O and the companies (7) addressing everybody bit overboard (4) ravine (7)
pIaye( withno c.Iubs has onIy'gwo hearts. Itis superior to 6. Boundaries — "Tent (3-5) 22.Talent searcher and 19. Has a nibble as one
plrnsheubs sl iheneclbmare e | o anagram?(7)  O.Possblecscortfor  handsomewithit?(46)  readsdesulorily (7
slam. Dealer: South Vulnerable: North}léouth ’ 7. Athand (9) misguided voter etc (8) 25.On average letters 20. All this is absurd,

8. Inordinate (9) 10. Drunk enough for for the queen appear pretty implausible (7)
NORTH SOUTH 14. Disengage (9) some gamewinks?(6) less charitable (6) 23. It makes music with
AAG42 4KQ753 15. Choosing or 11. Quicklyliftingsoas  26. Fools set up with abody part? (5)
® AK532 ®Q preferring (9) to be no longer trailing trap good for robbing 24.He goes out with
452 ¢A84 18. Least fast ? (7) (8,2) (8) Irene (5)
& A9 » K642
SOUTH  WEST NORTH  EAST ' _ o )
14 Dass 3e Dass SOLUTIONS TO 2580 QUICK CLUES ACROSS: 9 Erotica, 10 Acerola, 11 Bandeau, 12 Asinine, 13 Extradite, 15 Logan, 16 Startup, 19
T4 44 Hot spot, 20 Rhett, 21 Ambergris, 25 Israeli, 26 Got over, 28 Hostile, 29 Earnest DOWN: 1 Pebble, 2 Hornet, 3 Dine, 4 Kabuki, 5
pass pass Nazareth, 6 Legislator, 7 Coming up, 8 Hazelnut, 14 Antithesis, 16 Straight, 17 Aneurysm, 18 Pharisee, 22 Begged, 23 Revues, 24
urety, ort : 9 0carina, oolant, 11 Jilting, etunia, ad Hatter, arch, stolat, ot-
ANT pass pass pass S 27 Tort CRYPTIC CLUES ACROSS: 9 Ocarina, 10 Coolant, 11 Jilting, 12 Petunia, 13 Mad H 15 Larch, 16 Astolat, 19 Sh
s pass pass pass put, 20 Awash, 21 Expresses, 25 Reposed, 26 Lorelei, 28 Best man, 29 Escheat DOWN: 1Log jam, 2 Walled, 3 Hi-fi, 4 Target, 5

West leads the queen of diamonds. Plan the play.

JUMBLED WORDS

Sceptres, 6 Postal vote, 7 Raindrop, 8 Straw hat, 14 All the same, 16 Anaerobe, 17 Trappist, 18 Treading, 22 Pullet, 23 Salted, 24

Shifty, 27 Race

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.

Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

A man can stand anything except a succession of ___

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe(8)
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BIRTHDAY

SUNDAY MAY 10: This is a year of
learning and teaching. Take time
toreflectand renew your spiritual
and religious beliefs. Explore phil-
osophies that give you a better
self-awareness.

MONDAY MAY 11: This year you
reap the benefits of all your hard
work. Expect power and leader-
ship. You might get a promotion,
anaward or kudos of some kind.

TUESDAY MAY 12: Thisis theend
of anine-year cycle, makingita
time to let go of people, places
and the things that hold you back.
Do some internal and external
housecleaning. Focus on being
compassionate and loving.

WEDNESDAY MAY 13: Thisisa
year of new beginnings, adven-
tures and major changes. Keep
your eyes open for new opportun-
ities. What you do now will bring
great benefitin the future.

THURSDAY MAY 14: Thisis a
slower-paced year. Take time to
rejuvenate your energy and out-
look on the world. Focus on busi-
ness and personal relationships.

FRIDAY MAY 15: This year your
creativity, zest and desire for life
areatapinnacle. It's time to nur-
ture the happiness and beauty
that you have within. Let your
guard down and loosen up a bit!

SATURDAY MAY 16: This isa year
of building both internally and ex-
ternally. Simplicity is key. Take
charge of your health. Stay
grounded and levelheaded and
explore yoga or martial arts.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 5s o
INSTRUCTIONS 5 8 = 7 B
To solve a Sudoku i
< puzzle, every digit from 9 4 _ v, g 3 _ 9
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~2 | andineachofthenine J s] 4 1 D 81
8 boxes. I 5 1 3 ' — 9 ' 3 :
o
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ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): You might attract money to you
or see ways to spend it on real estate or home and family in
away that brings you benefits now and in the future. Think
positive! This Week: Hard work boosts wealth.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Thisis a lovely day! Today you
are fortunate because today your luck is better than usual.
You will attract money, favour, pleasure and happy
thoughts. This Week: Your optimism is contagious!

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): This is a feel-good day and
you are noticed. (Some know personal details about your
private life.) Venus in your sign makes you charming and di-
plomatic. You feel satisfied, content and appreciated.

This Week: Expand your wardrobe.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Enjoy the company of
friends and groups. You'll be in the company of young
people. Asecret romance is heating up for some. The vibes
are pleasant and laid-back, you're ambitious to achieve
something. This Week: You’re popular.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Thisis a strong day. The Sunis at
the top of your chart casting you in a flattering spotlight!
People will want to see you and hear what you have to say.
They will beimpressed with you because you look success-
ful. This Week: You're admired.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Travel or make travel plans.
You're excited about the possibility of expanding your
world. You might do this through learning, signing up fora
course, watching films or meeting people from different
backgrounds. Live it up! This Week: Travel opportunities.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): You might receive an inherit-
ance or someone might give you a gift. You might have an
opportunity to travel. Be patient with spouses and close
friends. This Week: Wealth and favours come to you.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 -NOV 23): Your closest relationships
are warm and rewarding today. Someone you know might
introduce you to interesting people, or you might attract
chatty people to you. You have energy to burn! This Week:
Friends and partners are supportive.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Thisis a productive
day because you want to be included in something larger
than yourself. Working with others in a harmonious way will
be rewarding. You feel playful, a bit competitive and eager
to get things done. This Week: Hard work brings success.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Today is a fortunate day
for social outings, playful activities with children, sports
events and mingling with groups. Anything that you want
todo today will work out as planned. A work-related ro-
mance might blossom. This Week: Work hard, party harder.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): Family relations are mu-
tually affectionate today. This is a wonderful day for
gatherings. You feel sociable and drawn to children's activ-
ities. Travel will please you. You will also be convincingin
discussions. This Week: Improve home and family.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): You're in a positive frame of
mind today, which means everything that flows from you
will be positive. Get out and enjoy the company of others.
Relations with siblings, relatives and neighbours will be up-
beat. This Week: You're happy and optimistic.
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The Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation has put up boards banning
the sale of fish and meat near the airport. ExPress

Jailup to 3 months
for selling meat near
Ahmedabad airport

Ritu Sharma
Ahmedabad, May 9

THE HOLI Chakla area on Civil
Hospital Road, where one can
see the underbelly of planes
taking off from the Ahmedabad
airport, is also known for its
bustling fish market. Earlier
this week, however, the Ahme-
dabad Municipal Corporation
(AMC) banned the sale of fish
and meat in the Chamanpura
fish market and the Holi Chakla
area in an attempt to tackle an
over-decade-old problem. Vi-
olations of the ban could attract
up to three years’ imprison-
ment and a fine of Rs10,000.
The move came in reply to
repeated safety concernsraised
by airport authorities. The con-
cernswere heightened after the
Air India crash last year that
killed 260 people on June 12,
when a Boeing 737 headed to
London crashed minutes be-

SupriyaSule’s
car meets with
mishap, she
escapes unhurt

Express News Service
Pune, May 9

BARAMATI MP Supriya Sule
Saturday met with an accident
when a speeding vehicle
rammed her car on the Pune-
Mumbai Expressway. Sule
and other passengers of the car
escaped unhurt. The car suf-
fered some damage.

“While travelling from
Pune to Mumbai today, I had
an awful experience on the
highway when a vehicle
rammed into my car due to
reckless driving. Thankfully,
everyoneissafe,” Sulesaidina
social media post.

“Incidents like these are a
serious reminder that over-
speeding and negligence on
our roads can put countless
lives at risk. I urge everyone to
wear seat belts, remain alert,
and drive responsibly so that
our highways are safer for all,”
accordingto Sule.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Sule said that the vehicle
which rammed into their car
was at a high speed and was
moving recklessly.

“Ithitthe side on which was
I sitting in the car. Iwas on the
rear side and wearing a belt.
The door of our car was dam-
aged badly. Luckily, nothing
happened to us. We all are
safe... I want to emphasis that
everyone should wear seat
belt,” she said.

fore take-off. The civic body has
directed vendors operating in
this temporary fish market,
barely 5-7 km from Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
Airport, to stop selling fish if
they do not want to relocate.
On Thursday, the AMC put
up boardsin these areasimpos-
ingthe ban under the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, stating, “Fish,
chicken and meat attract birds
like hawks and vultures which
increases chances of bird
strikes with airplanes. Since the
said areais a plane take-offand
landing way, as per Section 25
(2) of The Indian Aviation Act-
2024 and Rules 91 of The Air-
craft Rules-1937,in order to pre-
vent any disaster from
happening here within aradius
of 10 km from the aerodrome
reference point, it is hereby ex-
pressly prohibited to allow ven-
dors and shopkeepers selling
fish and meatin the said place.”

ED arrests Punjab minister
Sanjeev Arorain PMLA case

Kanchan Vasdev
Chandigarh, May 9

THE ENFORCEMENT Director-
ate (ED) Saturday arrested Pun-
jab Industries Minister Sanjeev
Arora after raids in connection
with a fresh money laundering
probelinked toan alleged Rs100
crore GST fraud, officials said.
Arora, 62, wastaken into cus-
tody under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
following early morning raids at
his official residence, barely a
stone’s throw away from the
chief minister’shome, in Chan-
digarh Sector 2. ED sources said
they found incriminating evi-
dence during the searches, and
that Arora was “non-coopetr-
ative” during the probe. Arora
will be taken to Delhi, where the
case is registered, and the ED
will seek his remand for custo-
dial interrogation, officials said.
AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal
and Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann hit out at the
Centre, accusing it of using
agencies like the ED and the
CBI as “weapons” to scare op-
positionleadersintojoiningthe
BJP. The BJP hit back, saying
Kejriwal and his party are
rattled as they know that “their
days are numbered in Punjab”.
Apart from Chandigarh, the
ED searched two premises in
New Delhi and Hampton Sky
Realty Ltd in Udyog Vihar, Gu-
rugram. Theraids comejust over
three weeks after the Central
agency on April 17 carried out
searchesat13 premiseslinked to

| Arora, hisson and several others

Punjab Industries Minister
Sanjeev Arora will be taken to
New Delhi and the ED will seek
his remand for interrogation

as part of a probe into Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA) violation linked to al-
leged insider tradingand round-
tripping of funds from the UAE
toIndia. Followingthe searches,
Arorahad said that he would co-
operate fully with the investiga-
tors and expressed confidence
that the truth would prevail.

On April 19, the ED had pro-
visionally attached movable and
immovable assets of Hampton
Sky Realty Ltd, itsdirector Arora,
and entities linked to him for al-
leged FEMA violation through
bogus sales and exports to the
tune of Rs15712 crore. Asper ED
sources, Saturday’s raids came
after the central agency regis-
tered a fresh case under PMLA’s
criminal sections, based on in-
putsthatemerged from searches
onApril17. EDsourcessaid itde-
tected “a large-scale money
laundering operation allegedly
carried out through Arora’s com-
pany involving fake GST pur-
chases of cellphones worth over

Rs100 crore, and exports aimed
at round-tripping illegitimate
funds from Dubai to India”.

Sources alleged multiple fake
GST purchase bills were pro-
cured from non-existent firmsin
New Delhi to claim fake input
tax credit, GST refunds on export
credit, and duty drawbackbene-
fits, allegedly causing losses to
the exchequer and leading to
personal enrichment. Arorawas
already under probe inamoney
laundering case, which included
anEDraidin2024, whereheand
hisaideswere accused of misus-
ingindustrial land for residential
developments while he was a
Rajya Sabha MP. At that time,
the ED searched premises linked
to Hampton Sky Realty,
formerly known as Ritesh Prop-
ertiesand Industries Ltd, and al-
leged illegal change of land use,
fraudulent bookings and gener-
ation of proceeds of crime.

The Hampton Realty hasde-
nied wrongdoings, claiming that
it is the victim of supplier-side
fraud. In a statement, the com-
pany said all its cellphone ex-
ports were genuine and verified
at every stage by government
authorities and original equip-
ment manufacturers. Itsaid that
it entered the cellphone export
business in May 2023 and ex-
ported 44471 branded handsets
—96.7% of them AppleiPhones,
3.2% Samsung handsets, and
0.06% OnePlus handsets.

On the financial side, it said
that every rupee of export pro-
ceeds was received through
proper banking channels. “No-
thing was retained, kept off-

shore orround-tripped.” On GST
concerns, it said it was the vic-
tim, not the offender. “Theissue
relates only to a small percen-
tage of domestic purchases from
certain suppliers. The firm ap-
proached police and filed acom-
plaint in May 2025 against sup-
pliers— M/s SK Enterprises, M/s
Global Traders, and M/s GMG
Tradelink Private Limited —
under relevant IPC sections. All
payments were made through
banking channels with GST
charged and returns filed regu-
larly,” itsaid. Ithasdeposited the
disputed GST amount and is
contesting the matter legally.

The ED alleged that firms
linked to Arora were under the
scanner for booking fake export
bills and purchases from non-
existent GST entities. The ED
action assumes political signifi-
cance, coming at a time when
the AAP government in Punjab
hasrepeatedly accused the BJP-
led Centre of usinginvestigative
agencies to target Opposition
leaders ahead of elections.

Criticising the ED action,
Mannsaid, “The end of thisun-
ethical alliance of ED-BJP will
begin from Punjab.”

In a post on X, Kejriwal al-
leged, “Modi ji has got daily ED
raidsstarted in Punjab soon after
the Bengal polls concluded.
Modiji has coerced Punjabinthe
last few years and ill-treated
Punjabis by different means.”
He said Mittal joined the BJP
afterraidsbythe ED at his prem-
ises. Arora was also raided, but
did not join the BJP; so another
raid has been conducted.

UTTARAKHAND POLICE GLAIMS IT HAS ACHIEVED ‘SIGNIFICANT BREAKTHROUGH' IN CASES
2024 Haldwani violence: As SC cancels default
bail of 2, alook at other accused and bail orders

Aiswarya Raj
Dehradun, May 9

MORE THAN two years after
the demolition of a mosque and
a madrasa in Haldwani, Utta-
rakhand, led toviolence and the
death of five people in clashes
with police, two of the accused
may be sent back tojail.

In sweeping arrests follow-
ing the violence in February
2024, the authorities had picked
up 89 people, includingwomen.
In August 2024, 50 of them were
granted default bail by the Utta-
rakhand High Court, regretting
the “sluggish” pace of the inves-
tigation and noting that the
chargesheet had not been filed
within the 90-day time limit. In
other instances, the court ques-
tioned the State’s inability to es-
tablish evidence of conspiracy.

Javed Siddiqui and Arshad
Ayub, charged under the UAPA
among other Sections, had got
defaultbail, in January 2025, on
the same grounds as the other
accused. Accused of attempted
murder, rioting, dacoity, crimi-
nal conspiracy, possession of
firearms, and committing a ter-
rorist act, the two contended
before the High Court that the
investigation into the case was
incomplete, and chargesheets
had not been filed within the
90-day period.

Giving them bail, the High

In sweeping arrests following the violence in February 2024, the
authorities had picked up 89 people, including women. FiLe

Courtsaid, “Theright tolifeand
liberty is one of the integral
parts of the Constitution of
India and it is the most sacred
Fundamental Right. The cus-
tody of people in the name of
various enactments and with-
outadheringto the promptness
of the investigation... cannot
allow the appellants to remain
under incarceration.” On Wed-
nesday, however, the Supreme
Court set aside the default bail
of Siddiqui and Ayub, and told
them to surrender before the
trial court within two weeks.
After the Supreme Court
order, the Uttarakhand Police
claimed it had achieved “a sig-
nificant breakthrough” in the
cases. “During the incident,
rioters launched life-threaten-

ingattacks on police personnel,
administrative officials and
municipal corporation em-
ployees. They alsoset firetothe
police station, government ve-
hicles and other public prop-
erty, and carried out extensive
vandalism,” police said.

D S Patni, who represented
Siddiqui and Ayub in the High
Court, said they would move
for regular bail as well as “a 482
petition” against the three FIRs
against Siddiqui and Ayub. A
petition under Section 482 of
the CrPCis filed to quash crimi-
nal proceedings. “The High
Court has granted regular bail
tothe otheraccused in the case,
citing the lack of evidence for
police claims,” Patni said.

Following the February 8,

2024, violence in Haldwani,
three FIRs had been registered,
with many of the accused
charged under the UAPA. The
alleged main “conspirators”,
Abdul Malik and his son Moied,
are out on bail. Malik’sadvocate
Sanpreet Singh Ajmani — who
also represents Moied and
another accused, Raeez — told
The Indian Express that Malik,
who had been behind bars
since February 2024, got bail
“on merits” in April 2026, and
not default bail like the others.

While the prosecution al-
leges that Malikand Moied were
the “main conspirators” and a
meeting was conducted at Ma-
lik’s house on January 31,2024,
a week before the Haldwani vi-
olence, Ajmani contended be-
fore the High Court that Malik
wasnotevenin Uttarakhand on
February 8, 2024. “He was in
Noida and Delhi. There is no di-
rect evidence regarding the al-
leged conspiracy. The entire
allegations against the appellant
do not inspire confidence, and
the possibility of false implica-
tion cannot be completely ruled
out...” the advocate told the
court. Ajmani also argued that
chargesheets had already been
filed in the three FIRs. The court
ruled in favour of bail for Malik,
if he was not wanted in any
other criminal case.

In Moied’s case, Ajmani

pointed out that no specific role
had been assigned to him re-
gardingthe crime. It was also ar-
gued that Moied was in Dehra-
dun only tomeet afriend at the
Secretariat on the day of the
incident, and was not initially
named in two of the three FIRs
against him. In its order grant-
ing bail to Moied in November
2025, the High Court said: “...
thereisnodirectevidenceeven
of conspiracy against the appli-
cant. The prosecution could not
tell us as to who has named or
identified the applicant. It is
also in the mind of this Court
(that) the applicant has already
spent more than one year and
eight monthsin custody in con-
nection with the alleged FIR.”

In another case, against
Abdul Rehman — who was ac-
cused of arson, rioting, and hurl-
ing petrol bombs at police, and
was in custody since February
20, 2024 — the prosecution ar-
gued that criminal activities car-
ried out by him fell within the
definition of “terroristic attack”
as these were meant to create
terror. Grantinghimbail, the HC
said Rehman had spent two
yearsinjail,and that therewasno
direct evidence even of conspi-
racy against the applicant. “The
prosecution could not tell us as
to who has named or identified
the applicant,” the High Court
said on March 20, 2026.

USING A CELLPHONE & A LIVE NEWS BROADCAST, HE CRACKED OPEN A POTENTIALLY YEARS-LONG BREACH
Damoh collector’s solo operation reveals who bugged his office

Anand Mohan J
Bhopal, May 9

ITWAS supposed tobe aroutine
morninginside the Collectorate
of Damoh, one of Madhya Pra-
desh’s quieter administrative
districts. Collector Pratap Na-
rayan Yadav had allegedly just
settled into his chamber and
was huddled with asmall circle
of officers, planning a surprise
inspection of agovernmentde-
partment. The doors were shut,
and the conversation restricted
to hisinner circle.

Within minutes, however,
the collector got a phone call
from the very department he
was preparing to inspect. “The
callersaid, ‘Sir, weheard you are
coming to inspect the depart-
ment’. I did not divulge this to
anyone. How could they know
aboutaconversationthathasn’t

left theroom?” Yadavsaid. “That
immediately raised red flags.”

Yadav, who had been posted
to Damoh only recently, real-
ised his office was being
bugged. His first thought was
thatitwasaninformant, but he
also suspected something
wired into the walls of his own
office. For Madhya Pradesh’s
bureaucracy, the case was more
than alocal embarrassment.

Since the Collector’s
chamber is, by design, the most
secure and confidential space
in district administration, the
case belied the foundational as-
sumption that those walls keep
secrets. He didn’t panic, call a
meetingorissue amemo. What
followed was an operation con-
ceived and executed by the Col-
lector himself, using nothing
more than a mobile phone and
anews channel.

Collector Pratap Narayan Yadav
had suspected someone was
listening to his conversations

“Iturned up the volume on
a live news broadcast playing
on my phone, placed it inside
the chamber, and walked out.
Then I made my way to the ad-
jacent PAroom, the small ante-

room staffed by personal assis-
tants and office attendants that
sitsjust outside every senior of-
ficer’s chamber in India’s dis-
trict administration.”

There, Yadav allegedly
picked up a telephone receiver
on the desk and could clearly
hear the news broadcast — sug-
gesting that the telephone line
between the two rooms had
beentampered with tolistenin
on every conversation inside
the Collector’s private
chamber. “The same audio
could be heard through the re-
ceiver in the next room,” a sen-
ior official confirmed. “It
strongly suggested that conver-
sations were being intercepted
and monitored.”

The most chilling detail in
this case, according to officials,
is the timeline. Yadav believes
this covert interception had
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been running for years, long be-
fore he arrived. Staff members
inthe PAroom, itisalleged, had
been routinely listening in on
confidential meetings, sensi-
tive phone calls and adminis-
trative decisions, then quietly
passing the information to out-
side parties, potentially includ-
ing the very officials being in-
spected.

“Some employees were
sharing confidential informa-
tion for personal gain or to
curry favour with senior offi-
cials,” Yadav alleged.

What followed was swift. An
Assistant Grade-3 employee,
believed to be central to the op-
eration, was suspended with
immediate effect. A clerk, who
had been posted at the Collec-
torate for an unusually long
period, was transferred back to
his parent department, the

Sarva Shiksha Kendra, officials
said. An office attendant was
similarly removed and sent
back to his original posting.

Both telephone sets found
in the office have been seized
and sent for forensic and tech-
nical examination todetermine
precisely how the interception
was configured, howlongit had
been in place and, critically,
who else may have been listen-
ing at the other end.

The investigation is also
examining whether the leak
network extended beyond the
three employees already in ac-
tion, and whether information
was being passed to specificin-
dividuals with vested interests
inavoiding administrative scru-
tiny. “This is being treated as a
serious breach of government
confidentiality,” said a senior of-
ficial familiar with the case.

* BRIEFLY

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju with BJP leader George Kurien and
Maharashtra Minorities Commission chairman Pyare Zia Khan
during a seminar in Mumbai on Saturday. p1i

MAHARASHTRA

Rijiju: Govt working to ensure Parsi
population doesn’t shrink further

UNION MINISTER Kiren Rijiju Saturday hailed the Parsis
for their stellar contribution in the development of India
and asserted that the Government remains committed to
preserving the community’s heritage. During a seminar
titled ‘Parsisin Modern India: Navigating Cultural and
Socio-Economic Pathways’ held by the National Commis-
sion for Minorities at Yashwantrao Chavan Centre in Mum-
bai, he elaborated on efforts to rejuvenate the Avestan lan-
guage and steps to address the declining Parsi population.
The Union Minister for Minority Affairs said their numbers
stand at around 52,000-55,000 in India. “The Parsis are the
smallest minority community in India and the Centre is
working to ensure their numbers do not shrink further.” PTI

Girl’s body found
atgovtschoolin
Jharkhand

THE BODY of ateenage girl
was found inside a govern-
ment school in Jamshedpur
Saturday, police said. The
identity of the victim, be-
lieved tobe around 17 years
old,isyettobe ascertained,
officer-in-charge oflocal
police station Avinash
Kumar said. The body has
been sent for post-mortem.
Asked whether it was a case
of rape and murder, Kumar
said no signs of sexual as-
saulthad been detected so
far, though police were pro-
bingall possible angles. PTI

Former IMA
Maharashtra
president held

IN A crackdown on an
illegal sex determination
racket, police have arrested
Dr Ravindra Kute, former
president of the Indian
Medical Association’s Ma-
harashtra chapter, for his
alleged involvement in per-
formingillegal abortions
and tests, an official said
Saturday. This follows a
probeinto aracketthatal-
legedly spans Ahilyanagar
and Pune, involving a net-
work of agents and doctors
violatingthe PCPNDT) Act,
the official said. PTI

2 minors among
3deadin Bihar

houseblaze

THREE PERSONS, includ-
ing two Kkids, succumbed to
injuries after their house-
cum-shop caught fire in Bi-
har’s East Champaran, po-
lice said Saturday. It took
place Friday night at a gen-
eral store in Barharwa Fateh
Mohammed village. The
deceased have beenident-
ified as the shopkeeper’s
8-year-old son, 12-year-old
daughter and a store staffer,
Prince Kumar (28), police
said. The shopkeeper man-
aged to escape the fire but
sustained injuries. PTI

Kerala: 3 youths
arrested with
over 1kg MDMA

POLICE ARRESTED three
youngsters and seized over
1kgof MDMA worth over Rs
301akh in Kozhikode Satur-
day, officers said. Police
said the District Anti-Nar-
cotics Special Action Force
(DANSAF) detected the pos-
session of MDMA duringa
routine vehicle inspection
at Pantheerankavu around1
am Saturday. Police suspect
the accused procured drugs
from another state and were
tosell them at higher prices
in Kozhikode and Malappu-
ram districts. PTI

Give woman’s custody
to her husband, orders
Gujarat High Courtin
interfaith marriage case

Aditi Raja
Vadodara, May 9

THE GUJARAT High Court on
Friday directed a state home for
women to hand over the cus-
tody of a 21-year-old woman to
her husband, a day after right-
wing groups disrupted their in-
terfaith marriage registration
and hours after their wedding
was solemnised under the
Special Marriage Act with the
court’s intervention.

With the order, the high
court closed a habeas corpus
proceeding initiated by the
husband in March this year.
The case had seen weeks of
hearings and compelled the
state machinery to protect the
rights of the interfaith couple
against the intimidation by
right-wing groups.

After the advocate for the
petitioner informed the court
that their marriage registration
had been disrupted on Thurs-
day due to protests by Vishwa
Hindu Parishad and Bajrang
Dal activists, a special division
bench of Justices N S Sanjay
Gowda and D M Vyas spent
considerable court time ensur-
ing the marriage was solem-
nised on Friday. The high court
then passed an order directing
the state women’s home to re-
lease the woman into her hus-
band’s custody.

A day earlier, right-wing
groups had disrupted the inter-

Says the corpus
would be entitled to
stay with petitioner

faith couple’s marriage registra-
tion at Ahmedabad’s Gheek-
anta sub-registrar office, forc-
ingthe couple toreturn despite
a court directive to have their
marriage registered.

The high court order states,
“Itisreported that the marriage
between the corpus and the
petitioner has been solemnised
under the Special Marriage
Act... the corpus would be en-
titled to stay with the peti-
tioner.” The court also made
clear that the state’s responsi-
bility did not end with the wed-
ding. In a pointed reminder to
law enforcement, the bench di-
rected that “the concerned po-
lice shall ensure that the mari-
tal life of the petitioner and the
corpusare innoway harmed by
any person”.

On Friday, the high court
bench orally questioned why
two adults needed police pro-
tection to get married. After
public prosecutor Hardik Dave
assured the court that instruc-
tions had been conveyed to
senior police officials of deputy
commissioner of police rankin
Ahmedabad, the young couple
walked into the marriage regis-
trar’s office and solemnised
their marriage.
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As BJP cxpands across states,
Muslim MLA numbers drop

From 339 in 2013 to 255 now; steepest
fall in Uttar Pradesh, Bengal and Bihar

Zeeshan Shaikh
Mumbai, May 9

THE BJP’srise todominancein
the country since 2014—rein-
forced by its recent electoral
successes in West Bengal and
Assam - has reshaped India’s
political landscape, with one
visible outcome being a sharp
decline in Muslim representa-
tion in state assemblies.

The number of Muslim
MILAshasdropped from around
339in 2013 to about 255 now.

The steepest decline isin
large states. In Uttar Pradesh,
Muslim MLAs have nearly
halved from 63 to 31. In West
Bengal, the number has fallen
from 59 to 37, while in Bihar the
number hasdropped from19to
11. Rajasthan too has seen a fall
from11toé.

These declines stand out be-
cause these statesaccount fora
large share of the country’s
Muslim population. In Uttar
Pradesh, Muslims make up
about 19% of the population
but now hold less than 8% of
seats. In West Bengal, the share
is about 12.6% of MLAs against
a population of roughly 27%. In
Bihar, it is about 4.5% com-
pared to nearly 17% of the
population.

A similar gap is visible in
other states. In Assam, Mus-
lims form over a third of the

population but have roughly
17% of seats. In Maharashtra
and Karnataka, the share of
Muslim MLAs is around 3-4%,
far below their population
share of over 10%.

Even states with relatively
higher representation have
seen a dip. Kerala has gone
from 36 to 34 Muslim MLAs,
and Karnataka from 11to 9. In
Gujarat, the number has fallen
from two to one, while Chhat-
tisgarh now has none.

Seven states—Arunachal
Pradesh, Goa, Himachal Pra-
desh, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sik-
kim and Chhattisgarh—cur-
rently have no Muslim MLAs.

However, there are afew ex-
ceptions. Tamil Nadu has seen
a slight increase from 8 to 9
Muslim MLAs, while Madhya
Pradesh and Meghalaya have
recorded small gains.

Even Jammu and Kashmir,
which still has one of the high-
est numbers of Muslim MLASs,
has seen a drop from 58 to 51.

With regard to the parties
that the Muslim MLAS repre-
sent, the highest are from the
Congress at 61, followed by the
National Conference at 39, the
Trinamool Congress and the
Samajwadi Party with 34 each.

Incidentally, the BJP has
two Muslim MLAs Achab
Uddin from Manipur and Tafaj-
jal Hossain from Tripura.
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In Maharashtra, share of
Muslim MLAs is 3-4% far
below population share
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DELAY IN NOTIFYING RECRUITMENT EXAM
Day after clash with police, 4 arrested TRE
aspirants sent to ]all 5,000 protesters booked

Himanshu Harsh
Patna, May 9

POLICE HAVE booked around
5,000 unidentified Teacher Re-
cruitment Examination (TRE)-
4 aspirants and arrested four in-
dividuals, including student
leader Dilip Kumar, following
clashes during a protest in
Patna on Friday over delay in
the release of notification for
the phase-4 teacher recruit-
ment by Bihar Public Service
Commission’s (BPSC).

The FIR was lodged at Gan-
dhi Maidan police stationonthe
basis of amagistrate’sstatement
after Friday’s demonstration by
candidates demanding the re-
lease of the TRE-4 advertise-
ment. Police said that protesters

Police try to stop BPSC TRE 4
teacher candidates as they
protest, in Patna on Friday. ani

disrupted traffic, breached bar-
ricades, disturbed public order
and misbehaved with personnel
deployed on duty.

The protest had begun with
aspirants marching from Patna
College towards the BPSC of-
fice, seeking immediate is-

suance of the recruitment no-
tification. Police had erected
barricades near JP Golambar to
stop the procession.

On Saturday, studentleader
Dilip Kumar was taken into
custody, brought to Gardani-
bagh Hospital for a medical
test, and later sent to Beur Jail
along with three other accused
after being produced before a
court in Patna.

Patna City SP (Central) Dik-
sha said: “In yesterday’s pro-
test, some studentsinitially be-
came aggressive and tried to
break barricades, leading to a
confrontation with the police.
During the incident, there was
pushing and mild lathicharge...
Some police personnel were
also injured.”

“An FIR hasbeen registered
against around 5,000 unidenti-
fied persons. Traffic remained
disrupted for a considerable
period, making legal action
necessary. Cases have alsobeen
registered over breaking barri-
cades and clashes with police
personnel,” she said.

Meanwhile, newly ap-
pointed Bihar Education Min-
ister Mithilesh Tiwari appealed
to aspirants to remain patient
and said the government was
committed to resolving their
concerns.

“Itis possible there hasbeen
some delay in TRE-4, and [ ac-
cept that. But seeing future
teachers on the streets and po-
lice chasing them is a painful
sight for me,” Tiwari said.

HC quashes FIR against Betul teacher for
uploading poem recital as WhatsApp status

Express News Service
Bhopal, May 9

THE MADHYA Pradesh High
Court has quashed an FIR
against a government school
teacher from Betul who was
booked for uploading a video
containingthe recitationa Urdu
poem as his WhatsApp status.
The courtsaid that there was no-
thing on record to indicate in-
tent tospread hatred or commu-
nal hostility and that the poem
"is a satirical and thought-pro-

voking commentary on the
issue of humanrightsviolations
against women”.

Justice B P Sharma ob-
served that “criminal liability
for speech-related offences
cannot be imposed merely on
the basis of subjective percep-
tions or speculative apprehen-
sions, but must be founded on
clear and proximate evidence
of incitement or tendency to
disrupt public order.”

The case pertained to peti-
tioner Faizan Ansari, a govern-

ment school teacher against
whom an FIR was registered at
Chicholi police station in Betul
district under Section 353(2) of
the BNS after he uploaded on
his WhatsApp status a video
containing a recitation of the
Urdu nazm ‘Be-haya’, authored
by poet Shoaib Kiani.

In its order, the court said,
“The act of the petitioner in
sharing a poetic recitation,
without any additional com-
mentary or intent to incite, can-
not be construed as promoting

enmity or public mischief be-
cause, the Urdu poem written
by Shoaib Kaini which was up-
loaded on the WhatsApp status
(DP) by the petitioner and
poem relates to the condition
and sarcastic take on human
rights, abuse of the women in
Pakistan or any other country.”

The court further noted that
the poem was shared by thou-
sands of people on social media
and lauded by literary doyens
atvarious national and interna-
tional events.

MATERNAL CARE CRISIS AT KOTA MEDICAL COLLEGE
2 more women develop kidney

issues, moved to pvt hospital

Parul Kulshrestha
Jaipur, May 9

A WOMAN who is five months
pregnant and another who re-
cently gave birth were the latest
toexperience kidney-related is-
sues after being admitted to
Kota’s New Medical College and
Hospital in Rajasthan, where
two other women died earlier
this week following post-de-
livery complications.

The women were moved
from the government facility to
aprivate hospital and have been
put on ventilator support. On
Friday night, District Collector
Peeyush Samariya visited the
private hospital and enquired
about the condition of the
women.

Azaz Khan, a relative of the
20-year-old woman who is five
months pregnant, told The In-
dian Express that she had gone
tothe Kotamedical college hos-
pital, the second largest govern-
ment medical facility in Rajas-
than, after doctors said she
needed toundergo a procedure.

“According to the doctors,
she needed stitches in her
uterus. On May 6, she received
stitches, after which we got her
home in the evening. On the
morning of May 7, she com-
plained of anxiety and chest
pain, and she started bleeding...
We called the doctor, who said
she is fine, and that this
happens sometimes. But her
condition worsened, so we took
her to the hospital, where she
was admitted, but by evening,
herurine stopped, and the body
started swelling up,” said Azaz.

Thatevening, doctorsat the
Kota government hospital

| asked the patient's relatives to
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Waiting for her da

Komal Gaikwad, 25, who has been driving an autorlckshaw in Kalyan for one-and-a-half years, takes her
three-year-old daughter Tejaswi along with her. The little girl quietly sits inside the safe enclosure made

The Kota hospital
has comeunderthe
spotlight this week
after sixwomen who
underwent C-section
deliveries on
Monday developed
serious
complications,
leadingtothedeath
of two of them

move her to a private hospital.
“Theytold usthatthereisanin-
fection in her body, and the
medicines at the hospital are
not working. We are not very
educated. One of my cousins
consulted a doctor at a private
hospital in Kota, and we went
to meet him. Within 20 min-
utes, Igot acall from my family
members from the government
hospital that doctors suddenly
moved her to an ambulance
and asked the husband tomove
her to a private clinic. All be-
cause they wanted to hide our
daughter's condition from the
media. At present, she is on
ventilator support at a private
hospital in Kota and her dialy-
sisisongoing,” said Azaz.

Another woman, who de-
livered her baby at the govern-
ment hospital, has also been
moved toaprivate hospital and
is currently on ventilator sup-
port. The Kotagovernment hos-
pital has come under the spot-
light this week after six women
who underwent C-section de-
liveries on Monday developed
serious complications, leading
to the death of two of them.

for her while her mother navigates busy roads. Mother’s Day is celebrated on Sunday. beepak JosHI

Centre verifying cause of fire that capsized
vessel near Hormuz, killing Dwarka sailor

Express News Service
Ahmedabad, May 9

THE CARGO vessel on which a
sailor from Devbhumi Dwarka
died Friday had capsized after
afire near the Strait of Hormuz,
a source in the Union govern-
ment confirmed to The Indian
Express Saturday. The source
said that four other Indians sus-
tained burn injuries and the
government was ascertaining
the “exact cause of fire”.

Altaf Talab Ker, who be-
longs to Jam Salaya town in
Dwarka, was killed aboard the

vessel Al Faize Noor Suleimani
that had set out for Yemen from
Dubai on Wednesday with 18
sailors on board. A passing
vessel rescued the survivors,
who have now been granted
consular access, sources said.
“A wooden dhow, carrying
general cargo, with 18 Indian
crew members, capsized yes-
terday (Friday) close to the
Strait of Hormuz after it caught
fire. The exact cause of the fire
is being ascertained. The crew
members were rescued by a
passing vessel. One Indian crew
member died and four were in-

jured,” the source told this
paper on Saturday.

“The injured are receiving
medical treatment in Dubai
and are safe. Our officials from
the Indian Consulate met the
rescued Indian nationals last
night (Friday),” the govern-
ment source added.

The Indian consulate in
Dubai has sent the injured for
medical treatment and is in
touch with the dhow owner,
“rendering all possible assis-
tance in this matter on priority,”
the consulate said in a post on
X on Saturday.

Doctor, 2 nurses
suspended,

HoD served
showcause notice

Parul Kulshrestha
Jaipur, May 9

A DOCTOR and two senior
members of the nursing staff
were suspended, and a show-
cause notice was issued to the
head of the Gynaecology and
Obstetrics department follow-
ing the deaths of two women
after a total of six new mothers
developed complications
linked to undergoing C-section
procedures at New Medical
College Hospital in Kota.

As per orders issued late on
Friday night, Dr Navneet
Kumar, associate professor in
the department of General Sur-
gery at the hospital, and two
senior nursing staff, Gurjit Kaur
and Nimish Verma, were sus-
pended following an inquiry
into alleged negligence in the
treatment of pregnant women
admitted on May 3 and 4.

Meanwhile, a showcause
noticehasbeenissuedtoDrBL
Patidar, professor and unit
head of the department of
Gynaecology and Obstetrics,
seeking his explanation regard-
ing the incident.

The Rajasthan government
hasdirected all hospitalsin the
state to ensure strict com-
pliance with treatment proto-
cols and warned them of strin-
gent action in case of any
negligence, officials said on Sat-
urday.

Nomorecases:
(Goanchefaboard
cruise shiplinked
tohantavirus
outbreak

Express News Service
Panaji, May 9

A CHEF from Goa — among
the crew members onboard the
MYV Hondius cruise ship in the
Atlantic off Cape Verde — which
is at the centre of the current
hantavirus outbreak, on Satur-
day said that there are no symp-
tomatic people on the ship at
present and denied reportsofa
“widespread rescue of sick pas-
sengers’.

In a Facebook post on Satur-
day, Khabir Moraes, a native of
South Goa’s Cuncolim, said: “I
have been a post circulating
claiming that I am a ‘hero’ in-
volved in a rescue operation for
‘HATS virus’ patients on board.
While I appreciate the kind
words and concern, I need to
clearthe airwith the actual facts.
I am a member of this crew. As-
sisting passengers and ensuring
the safety of everyone on board
isquiteliterally myjob. It's what
we'’re trained for and I am just
doing my part asa professional.”

“Mostimportantly, there are
currently no symptomatic
people on this ship. The ru-
mours of a widespread ‘rescue’
of sick passengers are false. We
are following all standard proto-
cols to keep everyone healthy
and the environment safe. Tam
doing well, the ship is calm and
we’re focused on our usual op-
erations,” he added in the post.
Atleast two Indians are reported
to be crew members on-board
the MV Hondius cruise ship.

UPPER CASTE MEN WAYLAID DALIT WOMAN'’S PRE-WEDDING PROCESSION, HURLED CASTEIST ABUSES AND PELTED GUESTS WITH STONES

Hamza Khan
Jaipur, May 9

ON APRIL 29, Pooja Meghwal’s
bindoli procession in Udaipur
was waylaid by some men and
women, who allegedly objected
to her riding a mare ‘despite’
beinga Dalit, and for taking the
procession outside their house,
eventually pulling her down
from the mare.

The assault left several per-
sons injured and led to an FIR.
However, thelastingimage was
yet to come; eight days later, a
symbolic bindoli saw Pooja rid-
ing a white mare, a turquoise
blue poshak flowing around
her, ared and golden umbrella
above her, and, most impor-
tantly, a photo of Jyotirao Phule
and Savitribai Phule gently rest-
ing between her hands.

Surrounding Pooja on her

journey from Udaipur’s Town
Hall to Collectorate was a sea of
people, including her family
members, most of them wear-
ing shades of white on their
torso, a blue scarf around their
necks, and a blue flag or a blue
placard in their hands. While
the flags had photos of Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar, the pla-
cards had slogans on rights of
the marginalised communities,
including Dalits, and Jai Bhim’
written on them.

“We wanted to show that we
are also humans, that we are
alsoresidents of Bharatjustlike
you. It is almost 80 years since
Independence yet some
people’s mentality regarding
untouchability is still there,”
Pooja’s father Bhairulal Megh-
wal told The Indian Express.
The May 7 procession was led
by Bhim Army which was

joined by some other caste or-
ganisations.

“The upper castes here
don’t want us to sit on a mare,
just because we are Dalits. It
keeps happeningwith Dalitsin
the Mewar region. So, we sub-
mitted a memorandum to the
administration,” Meghwal said.

Roshan Meghwal, the sen-
ior vice president of Bhim
Army, Udaipur, and akey figure
in the Pooja’s symbolic march,
said that it was the effort of fig-
ures like Savitribai Phule due to
which “women now have equal
rights in every sector. Then why
are women still being stopped
fromriding a mare?”

“We wanted to tell the gov-
ernment and the country that
when it comes to honour and
respect, there isno need to hesi-
tate orbe scared. The countryis
celebrating Amrit Kaal’ but Da-

Poojarides a white mare in a symbolic bindoli procession led by
members of the Bhim Army in Udaipur. Express

lits are being stopped and
pulled down from riding a
mare. This a democratic
country and everyone has an
equal right to live,” he said.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Meghwal said that such cases
keep happening in the region,
“Therewasacasein Chittorgarh
just a couple of days ago. In Ta-
dawara, Rajsamand, three bin-

dolis had to be taken out under
police protection last year. We
want the government to eradi-
cate this casteist mindset.”

AspertheFIR lodged by the
Pooja’s father Bhairulal, her
bindoli procession was passing
through the main road of Dhira
Talai in Hariyav, under Dabok
police station limits, when the
procession was waylaid on
April 29.

He alleged that casteist
abuses were hurled at the pro-
cession, threatening them tore-
move the procession from out-
side their house “else there will
be bloodshed.”

“A fight broke out. The DJ
was stopped and the bride was
pulled down from the horse
and the guests were also pelted
with stones. The women and
children of the (other) family
too threw stones and the pro-

cession was attacked with
sticks, rods and swords,”
Mehgwal alleged.

He said that in the ensuing
chaos, mangalsutra of at least
two women was snatched
away, apart from people losing
their other valuables, including
jewelry and watches, and sev-
eral of them sustaining injuries.

The FIR was lodged under
BNS sections for voluntarily
causing hurt, wrongful restraint,
unlawful assembly, as well as
several sections of the SCST Act.
It was lodged against siblings
Laxman Singh, Madhu Singh,
Kishan Singh, Udai Singh, and
Arjun Singh, as well as Takhat
Singh, Fateh Singh, Vikram
Singh and Manju Kunwar.

At the end of the symbolic
procession, the memorandum
by Bhim Army said, “only four
persons have been arrested so

Pulled off mare, Dalit bride returns 1 defiant bindoli through Udaipur

far.” They also claimed that
since Takht Singh attacked
with a sword, sections of the
Arms Act should alsobe added
to the FIR, while mentioning
the names of several other men
and women who were allegedly
involved in the attack but have
not been named in the FIR.

Demanding an impartial in-
vestigation, they said, “In all
districts of Rajasthan, the
Scheduled Castes, especially
the Meghwal community, face
discrimination on adaily basis,
including prohibition from col-
lecting drinking water, barbers
not cutting their hair, prohib-
itions on their entry in temples
and public places, and dis-
crimination even at the time of
cremation after their death. All
this should be stopped and
strict enforcement of the law
should be ensured.”
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Churn and change in three states
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BY P CHIDAMBARAM

HE ASSEMBLY electionsin five
elections have brought about a
dramatic change in three states
— Keralam, Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal. Assam and Pudu-
cherry have voted for the status quo.

It is not possible to write a single nar-
rative on the elections. Each state has pro-
duced a distinct narrative. Keralam is a
straightforward story. The UDF and the
LDF have alternated in ruling the state for
several decades. The sequence was broken
in 2021 when the LDF, under Mr Pinarayi
Vijayan, was re-elected for a second term.
The Congress putin place a new leadership
(PCC and CLP) and the party has func-
tioned in the last 5 years as a true Opposi-
tion with renewed vigour. The payoffis vis-
ible. The UDF has an obligation to govern
and deliver results that will keep the UDF
partners together, and advance secularism,
economic progress and prosperity, and fed-
eralism.

Unexpected Results

The Tamil Nadu story iscomplex. The
DMK, supported by the Congress and other

secular parties, was elected in 2021 with a
solid majority. It undoubtedly delivered on
two fronts — economic growth and welfare
measures. Apparently, there were other fac-
tors that weighed with the electorate. The
unknown factor was the entry of Mr Joseph
Vijay, a film hero who has a legion of fans,
especially among the youth and women.
Since the announcement of the calendar of
the elections, a wind started blowing; it
gathered speed and turned into a storm in
the last 10 days before the polling date;
swept across 108 constituencies; but did
not go further. It was a spectacular debut
for atwo-year-old political party. Most can-
didates were unknown names and faces,
and few campaigned. The candidate was
‘Vijay’ everywhere. Mr Vijay’s few short
speeches, video memes and many film
songs constituted the ‘campaign’. TVK was
11short of a simple majority but, in order to
forestall President’s Rule and avoid another
election, Congress (5), CPI (2) , CPI(M) (2)
and VCK (2) have decided to offer support.

West Bengal is the real story that has
the potential to alter the direction of the
country. The secular parties in West Bengal

The Opposition
parties must
firmly push
back. BJP will
bethe
conservative
pole. Other
political

— Congress, Trinamool Congress and choices and
CPI(M)—fought separately againstthe BJP  glternatives
that had strengthened itself over thelast 10

; : must be
years. Besides, S.I.R. in West Bengal erased df
alarge number of votersand leftadeepscar ~ PTESETVEdIor
on democracy. There are numerous in- India to remain
stanceswhere theson/daughterwasavoter 4 democratic,
but thg f.ather'/mother was not. Families federal and
were divided into voters and non-votets.
The judiciary and make-shift judicial re- secular country

medies let down millions of voters and

This Met Gala,

almost everyone
failed the theme

TRISHA MUKHERJEE

RECREATION OF the Veiled Woman. A ‘live’ Mad-
ame X. Claude Monet’s lilies on a gown. This year’s
theme for the Met Gala was “Fashion is art”. But
either fashion nor art got the memo. The one cri-
terion for something to be called a “work of art” is originality
of thought. Most of the Gala was anything but.

Announcing the theme, Andrew Bolton, the head curator
of the museum’s Costume Institute, had expressed concerns
that it may be interpreted “too literally”. Bolton’s fears materi-
alised ontheiconic steps when celebrities served looks that re-
called works of art — ancient, modern and contemporary —
and too conspicuously.

Lauren Sanchez Bezos, the honorary chair, turned up at the
event as Madame X from Singer Sargent’s iconic 1884 portrait.
The look was a replica, barring the hairdo. Bezos let her hair
down as she did what could have been a nuanced theme. Then,
there was Jessica Kayll. In perhaps one of the laziest interpre-
tations, Kayll painted Monet’s lilies on her gown. The fact that
she is a designer and a textile artist makes the costume that
much more univentive.

Raja Ravi Varma is the flavour of the season in India — his
Yashoda and Krishna (1890) is now India’s most expensive
painting after it fetched Rs 167.2 crore at a Saffronart auction
in March this year — and Karan Johar wore the modernist on
his sleeves. The filmmaker’s Manish Malhotra ensemble,
titled, Framed in Eternity, included an oversized ornate cape
featuring five of Ravi Varma’s paintings — Hamsa Damayanti,
Lady with a Lemon, Kadambari, Arjuna and Subhadra and
There Comes Papa.

Heidi Klum’s Veiled Vestal, undoubtedly, brings the marble
sculpturetolife in exceptional detail, but that was never the point.

The theme was: Fashion “is” art, not “as” art. It wanted the
body to be transformed into a canvas and exemplify what
fashion could create, not recreate. The fact that so many atten-
deeschosetorely on “art” aswe know it — paintings, sculptures
— to fit the theme only shows how little faith they have in
fashion as an independent art form; it is a medium of ex-
pression and cultural commentary. What could have been an
affirming moment for fashion turned out to be a case against
it —itsimagination, derivative; its fame, borrowed.

Not everyone disappointed, though. Malhotra might have
taken the ‘inspired’ route to dress Johar but with his own outfit,
hewason point — original, innovative and imaginative. Using
traditional Indian weaves such as dori, zardozi, chikankari,
and kasab, he gave his cape a sculptural quality through recre-
ations of Mumbai landmarks. It also bore signatures of the over
50 artisans who worked on it as a celebration of the fraternity
that helps translate a vision into reality.

Equally stunning was stylist and entrepreneur Diya Mehta
Jatia in her metallic Kanjivaram gown. It was layered with anin-
tricately carved bodice and panel fashioned out of sholapith, an
endangered craft from Bengal. The couture look by Mayyur Gi-
rotra was a specimen in how fashion can become a bridge be-
tween “art” and “craft”.

Not asimpressive but an aptexample of how the theme could
havebeen interpreted in relation to art history, was Blake Lively’s
voluminous Versace gown with a cloud-like trail of pink, purple
and yellow tulle. It was inspired by 18th-century Venetian Rococo
paintingsin its choice of pastel hues; itsdramatic13-feet trainand
its four “bays” at the hip that evoke Baroque architectural sensi-
bilities.

Sarah Paulson’s outfitincluded a dollar bill blindfold that took
adigat the richest “one per cent”, including Jeff Bezos who con-
tributed heavily to this year’s Met Gala. It showed that fashion is
art in the way it can do more than just be pretty. But such looks
were only far and few.

Some of the Met Gala themes over the years include “Super-
fine: Tailoring Black Style”, “Sleeping Beauties: Reawakening
Fashion” and “Karl Lagerfeld: A Line of Beauty”. While about
fashion, they were restricted by time, personalities and nation-
alities. This year was a rare opportunity for the fashion industry
toembrace both its method and madness and comeintoitsown,
butit chose to follow, notlead.

The writer is Associate Editor, The Indian Express

thousands were disenfranchised. Besides
S.LL.R.,the weight of three terms was a huge
millstone around the neck of the Trina-
mool Congress.

BJP’s Dominance

The defeat of Trinamool Congress, por-
tends grave developments: The BJP is the
sole party or in coalition governments rul-
ing the West (Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Goa), much of the Hindi heartland (ex-
cept Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand),
the East and the North East. Figuratively,
the Vindhya mountain range isa barrier to
the BJP’s entry into the five Southern
states. Its Herculean efforts to enter Kera-
lam and Tamil Nadu were firmly rebuffed
by the electorate (leaving the BJP with 3
and 1seats, respectively). However, its con-
trol over the rest of India is nearly com-
plete.

Despite winning only 240 seats in the
Lok Sabhain 2024, the BJP has passed the
following contentious Bills in Parliament:
The Wakf (Amendment) Act, 2025; Jammu
& Kashmir Local Bodies (Amendment)
Act, 2025; Taxation Laws (Amendment)
Act,2025; and National Sports Governance
Act, 2025.

Other controversial Bills are in the off-
ing, including the anti-democratic ‘One
Nation One Election’ Bill. Despite lacking
the numbers, the BJP introduced the con-
troversial Constitution (131st Amendment)
Bill to repeal and re-enact a Bill for
women’s reservation that had been passed
in September 2023. The new Bill’sreal pur-
pose was to push delimitation and alter the

number of LS seats in each state. The Bill
was defeated by the I.N.D.I.A. bloc. If the
BJP continues its winning spree, the gov-
ernment will attempt to amend the Con-
stitution to pave the way for an authoritar-
ian state within the trappings of a
parliamentary system. BJP’s next goal will
be a unitary Constitution (bury federal-
ism), Hindutva as the prevailing ideology
(bury secularism), capitalism as the econ-
omic model (bury the welfare state) and
eventually a one-party state (bury democ-
racy).

Unite & pushback

The Opposition parties must firmly
push back. BJP will be the conservative
pole. Other political choices and alter-
natives must be preserved for India to re-
main a democratic, federal and secular
country. The LN.D.I.A. bloc gained partial
success in 2024, but failed to build on the
momentum. The bloc seems to be strug-
gling and stumbling, but that is the only
instrument to challenge the BJP.

After the election, Ms Mamata Banerjee
(Trinamool Congress) has promised to
strengthen the LN.D.I.A. bloc. Mr MK Sta-
lin (DMK) has not said a word adverse to
the bloc. From his past statements (“BJP
is my ideological enemy”), it may be poss-
ible to draw Mr Vijay (TVK) into the bloc. It
is true there are fundamental differences
among the constituents of the bloc, but
these differences should be confined tothe
State-level and unity should be forged at
the National-level. It will require a sense of
urgency, dialogue and perseverance.

When Bihar’s Assembly was
dissolved before it could speak
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BY SHUBHAM KUMAR

N 2000, Nitish Kumar became Bihar’s

Chief Minister for the first time. The

term lasted only seven days. Asleader

of the Samata Party, he took oath but
resigned soon after when it became clear
that he could not prove a majority in the As-
sembly. Five yearslater, he would return to
Patna’s highest office. Between these two
momentslay one of the most dramatic con-
stitutional episodes in India’s history of
hung Assemblies.

The February 2005 Bihar election did
not give anyone a clear mandate. It gave
everyone aclaim. The RJD emerged as the
single largest party with 75 seats, Nitish Ku-
mar’s JD(U) had 55, BJP 37, Ram Vilas Pas-
wan’s LJP29, and 17 Independents held the
balance. In a House of 243, the majority
mark was 122.

The Governor was Buta Singh, a Con-
gress veteran who had won eight general
elections, served under four Prime Min-
isters, and knew Bihar’s principal leaders
from Parliament. He had taken charge only
months earlier, after losing the 2004 Lok
Sabha election from Jalore in Rajasthan. In
ahung House, his task was constitutionally
sensitive but conceptually simple: find out
who could form agovernment and require
that person to prove majority on the floor.

The signals before him were messy. Pas-
wan’s LJP said it would support neither the
RJD nor the BJP. The BJP urged the Gov-
ernor not to invite the RJD. The RJD staked
aclaimbutdid not have 122 MLAs. Smaller
parties refused to support either camp. Six
Independents claimed they could form a
government. Bihar was placed under Presi-
dent’s Rule on March 7, with the Assembly
kept in suspended animation.

In later reports to President Kalam, Buta
Singh alleged that the JD(U)-BJP combine
was trying to secure a majority by winning
over LJP MLAs and splitting the Congress.

Nitish Kumar’s JD(U) won 55 seats in
February 2005

In his final report, he claimed that17-18 LJP
MLAswere movingtowards the JD(U), and
that this would “distort the verdict of the
people”. He therefore recommended dis-
solution of the Assembly.

This was the constitutional turn. The
Governor did not merely assess whether a
claimant had numbers. He assessed the
morality of how numbers might be as-
sembled. Before MLASs could vote, their
possible movement was treated as areason
to end the House itself.

The file reached Delhi on May 22, 2005,
and moved with exceptional speed. The
Union Cabinet met late at night and ac-
cepted the recommendation. Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh called President Kalam,
who was in Moscow, to apprise him of the
decision. A second call followed at 3:30 am
Delhi time — 1 am in Moscow — to answer
Kalam’s questions. Soon after, from Moscow,
Kalam approved the dissolution of an As-
sembly that had not held a single sitting,.

The NDA marched to Rashtrapati Bha-
van in protest. Its memorandum claimed
that 22 LJP MLAs had decided to merge
with the JD(U). Nitish and Jaitley raised the
issue repeatedly in Parliament. Lalu Prasad
reportedly remarked that it was not in Nit-
ish’s fate to become Chief Minister.

The matter reached the Supreme Court.
In October 2005, roughly three weeks before
Biharbegan voting again, afive-judge bench
constitution bench headed by Justice YK
Sabbharwal held the dissolution unconsti-
tutional. It did not restore the Assembly be-
cause fresh elections had already been noti-
fied. But the principle it laid down was
enduring: a Governor cannot use apprehen-
sions of horse-trading to prevent a possible
majority from being tested in the House.

The judgment also left a personal mark
on Kalam. He later wrote that after the ad-
verse verdict, he prepared his resignation
letter, signed it, and kept it ready to be sent
toVice-President Bhairon Singh Shekhawat.
He first tried to reach the Vice-President,
who was away. When the Prime Minister
cametosee himforanunrelated discussion,
Kalam raised the matter, showed him the
letter, and said he was waiting for Shekhawat
to return. The Prime Minister was startled
and pleaded with him not to act, warning
that the furore could bring down the Govern-
ment itself. Kalam called the scene “touch-
ing” and chose not to describe it further.

That moment showed how heavy the
decision had been. What looked like a for-
mal constitutional step had serious conse-
quences. A Governor’sreport had travelled
through the Cabinet, received presidential
assent, and still been found constitu-
tionally wrong. By then, Bihar’s political
course had already changed.

In the second election, voters gave the
NDA aclear mandate. The JD(U) rose from
55 to 88 seats, the BJP from 37 to S5, while
the RJD fell to 54 and the LJP to 10. In No-
vember 2005, Nitish Kumar became Chief
Minister and began his first full tenure. But
the later mandate did not cure the earlier
wrong: an Assembly had been dissolved
before it was allowed to decide who com-
manded its confidence.

That is why Bihar 2005 still matters
whenever a Governor faces a hung House,
including in the present Tamil Nadu de-
bate. A Governor may examine claims and
form a prima facie view, but political cer-
tainty cannot be demanded inside Raj Bha-
van. The proper constitutional forumisthe
Assembly, and the proper method is a time-
bound floor test.

The author is a lawyerwith a
specialisation in public law

Political
SOVernors are
dangerous
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FIFTHCOLUMN
BY TAVLEEN SINGH

T THE outset let me make clear that I have long be-
lieved that the post of Governor should be abolished.
Itisacolonial leftover from that time when our British
lers felt handing full democracy to us natives was
dangerous and unwise. And so was created a spying post to
serve the interests of the Raj. It is hard to understand why Nar-
endra Modi has not noticed that the ugliest legacy of colonial
timesis colonial governance. Thereis no pointin tearingdown
British monuments and replacing them with Indian onesifin-
side these edifices people continue to rule like our colonial
masters. Why has Modi whose stated mission is to remove ‘all
signs of India’s servitude’ not made governance less colonial?
Has he succumbed to the urge in all political leaders to control
everything, everywhere all the time?

Judging by the drama playing out in Tamil Nadu, it seems
that way. The mandate in that vital southern state was so em-
phatically against the two Dravidian parties that for them to
even consider coming together to stitch up an unwanted gov-
ernment is disgraceful. It should have been the Governor’s duty
togive Vijay the chance he deserved to form agovernment and
then allow him to prove his majority in the legislative assembly.
Why did he take so much time that political uncertainty spread?
The joy of seeing a political novice defeat two of the most en-
trenched and entitled political parties in India was allowed to
fade before a decision was finally made. Why?

Now I shall explain why I have an aversion to governors. I
see them as ugly symbols of colonial rule and object to us tax-
payers paying for them to live like grandees. But my real aver-
sion began from first-hand experience. I happened to cover In-
dira Gandhi’stoppling of Farooq Abdullah’s government in the
summer of 1984. It was a bad decision because in my view our
current Kashmir problem began with this dismissal of a legit-
imate government by an ill-advised and despotic prime min-
ister. Farooq won that election fair and square as it was the first
election in the former state of Jammu & Kashmir after Sheikh
Abdullah’s death.Ispent three weeks in the Valley covering the
election and saw no sign of cheating. But a powerful lobby of
Kashmiri Pandits told Mrs. Gandhi that there had been cheat-
ing and she believed them.

So, she decided in less than a year of Farooq Abdullah be-
coming chief minister that she had to get rid of him. For this
she needed the complicity of an obedient governor. But the
man in residence in Srinagar’s spectacularly situated Raj Bha-
van was her uncle BK Nehru whowarned her that destabilizing
Kashmir was dangerous and reckless. He refused completely
to cooperate and so this gracious and wise man was replaced
by a factotum of Sanjay Gandhi called Jagmohan. He was sent
to Srinagar with the specific purpose of removing Farooq and
hedid this by organising a split in the National Conference and
installing as chief minister Ghulam Mohammad (Gul) Shah,
husband of Farooq’s sistetr.

Shah’s credibility among ordinary Kashmiris was so low
that he ruled by imposing curfew every time there was a dis-
turbance. The Kashmir Valley spent so many days under cutr-
few in the twenty months that Gul Shah ruled that he came to
be mocked as Gul-e-curfew. The curfew flower. It was in those
twenty months of turbulence and anger that in my view our
current Kashmir problem was born. It has almost nothing to
do with our historical Kashmir problem. That old problem in
my view died after the creation of Bangladesh and the execu-
tion of Zulfigar Ali Bhutto. In the three weeks that I spent travel-
ling around the Kashmir Valley in 1983, every Kashmiri I spoke
to said that they were participating in the election as Indians.

All this changed because of the dirty political game that a
Governor played at the behest of New Delhi. The sledge-
hammer strategy that the Modi government has employed to
solve the Kashmir problem has brought ameasure of peace and
prosperity but, as we saw, it took just one act of terrorism in Pa-
halgam for happy days to end.

In Tamil Nadu, it should have been the primary duty of the
Governor to give the man with the largest number of seatsin the
assembly the first shot at forming a government. Instead, he
chose, perhaps on the orders of Delhi, to play his own game of
dice. Itis hard to say where it will all end but the damage already
doneis considerable. As for me personally, aquestionI find myself
asking more and more often is why the BJP, our proudly nation-
alist party whose leaders never stop reminding us about their
greatlove for ‘Ma Bharati’, now walks slowly but firmly down the
same road that the Congress Party trod for decades.

It was mistakes Congress made while walking on that road
which created the biggest political problems that we still face.
If the BJP carries on making the same mistakes, they will end
up causing even more damage because with the whole world
in flux, we cannot afford any mistakes. Those who play political
games in these times will find it hard at some point down the
road to be seen as patriots and nationalists. They could even
be called anti-India.

What we measure, what we miss

N CONVERSATIONS on women’s prog-

ress, numbers often lead while meaning

trails behind. Before asking how much

progress has been made, we must ask
what, exactly, we are measuring — and
whether ourwords are equal to the livesthey
seek to describe. In cities like Delhi, where
women’s educational attainment has
steadily risen, the persistent gap between
education and employment offers a telling
contradiction — one that exposes the limits
of how we read progress.

Consider the ease with which we invoke
the term “independent”. It appears defini-
tive, even celebratory. On closer scrutiny,
however, itisless adestination thanacom-
parison. Awoman is often described as in-
dependent notin absolute terms, butinre-
lation to others who are more constrained
— more homebound, more economically
deprived, less visible in the public sphere.
The label does not capture autonomy so
much as it ranks positions along a con-
tinuum of constraint. It is, in this sense, a

trouser-term: tailored and presentable, but
cut from the fabric of relativity.

This relativity is not merely semantic; it
shapes how success is recorded and re-
warded. When independence is framed
comparatively, even modest shifts can ap-
pear significant. A woman entering the
workforce may be counted as a marker of
empowerment, regardless of the conditions
under which she works or the degree of con-
trol she exercises over her earnings.

This ambiguity has consequences for
policy design and evaluation. Werely onin-
dicatorssuch asincome, mobility, and par-
ticipation in decision-making, treating
them as markers of empowerment. They
matter, but they are, at best, partial proxies.
Income does not necessarily imply control
over earnings; mobility may coexist with
surveillance or limited choice; participa-
tion in decisions may mask deeper asym-
metries of power. The metrics register
movement, but not always a shift in the
structures that shape that movement.
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Thelimits of these measures are evident
inthe widely noted gap between education
and employment for women in Delhi. Even
as educational attainment has improved,
this has not translated into commensurate
workforce participation. Such divergence
unsettles linear assumptions of progress. It
suggests that while capabilities may ex-
pand, the ability to exercise them remains
mediated by social norms, safety concerns,
care responsibilities, and structural barriers
inthelabour market. Measuring education
alone, therefore, risks overstating em-
powerment.

This gap also invites a deeper question
about what we consider an “outcome”. Isit
the acquisition of skills and credentials, or
the capacity to deploy them in ways that
alter one’s life choices? If a woman is edu-
cated but unable to work due to constraints
within the household or the absence of safe
and dignified employment opportunities,
can we reasonably claim success?

If outcomes are to be meaningful, they

must move beyond surface indicators to
capture substantive freedoms: the ability
to make choices without coercion, to access
and control resources, and to act without
fear of sanction. This requires attention not
only to what women do, but to the condi-
tions under which they do it — whether
choices are real or merely nominal,
whether participation is enabled or negoti-
ated within narrow bounds.

Such an approach calls fora more layered
methodology, one that combines quanti-
tative measures with qualitative insightsinto
norms, relationships, and intra-household
dynamics. Numbers are indispensable, but
they must be read with humility — aware of
whattheyilluminate and what theyleavein
shadow. For in the end, what we measure
shapes what we see — and what we miss.

The writer retired as Commissioner of
Income Tax, Delhi

Ediitor (Planning & Projects) Shalini Langer
curates the fortnightly'She Said’ column
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MICRO ENTERPRISES MAKE UP 99.94% OF INDIA'S INFORMAL ESTABLISHMENTS

India’s informal sector becoming

lessindebted, also investing less

Unincorporated, non-agricultural enterprises account for a sizable portion of the economy

“THE STATE OF INDIA'S INFORMAL SECTOR

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, May 9

INDIA’S INFORMAL sector is
becoming less indebted, with
the interest they paid aswell as
the amount of loans they need
torepay falling sharply, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementa-
tion’s (MoSPI) full report on its
Annual Survey of Unincorpor-
ated Sector Enterprises
(ASUSE) conducted in 2025.

An analysis of the MoSPI re-
port data released earlier this
week showed annual interest
payable per unincorporated es-
tablishment — or an informal
business unit — reduced by
16% on average compared to
the previous annual survey,
conducted between October
2023 and September 2024.

Similarly, outstandingloans
per establishment fell 20% in
the 2025 survey period com-
pared t02023-24 (October-Sep-
tember) to Rs 42,776, indicating
new loans were outstripped by
repayments.

The reduction in outstand-
ing loans coincided with a fall
in investments, with each es-
tablishment’s net addition to
fixed assets declining 14% in
the 2025 survey from 2023-24.

In2023-24, the annual inter-
est payable and outstanding
loans per establishment had
risen by 7%, while net addition
to fixed assets was just over
3% higher than in the 2022-23
survey.

India’s unincorporated,
non-agricultural enterprises —
covered by the ASUSE survey
— make up a sizable portion of
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I STATES WHOSE INFORMAL ESTABLISHMENTS’
ANNUAL INTEREST PAYMENTS AS % OF
PER WORKER GVA IS HIGHEST
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the economy and include the
likes of small manufacturers,
service providers, and trading
units. In fact, the 2025 survey
estimates the total gross value
added (GVA) of the unincorpor-
ated sector at Rs 20 lakh crore
— or 6.4% of the entire
country’s GVA in 2025-26.

Signs of weakness

However, the 2025 ASUSE
survey revealed signs of some
weakness in the unorganised
sector. As reported by The In-
dian Express on March 24,
when the ‘factsheet’ of the sur-
vey was released, pay in the in-
formal sector rose by just 3.9% -
a third of the 13% increase re-

AHEAD OF TRUMP’S VISIT

China Apr exports
rebound, trade
surplus widens

Reuters
London, Beijing, May 9

CHINA’'S EXPORT growth
gathered pace in April as fac-
tories raced to meet a wave of
orders from Al-related indus-
tries and other buyers seeking
to stockpile components amid
fears the Iran war could push
global input costs even higher.

That export strength, which
has seen China’s trade surplus
with the US widen to $87.7 bil-
lion so far this year, will be in
focus next week as President
Donald Trump travels to Beijing
for a leaders’ summit expected
toextendlast year’strade truce.

While Chinese exporters
have so far weathered the fall-
out from the West Asia
conflict economists warn that
thelonger the war dragsonand
energy prices rise, the greater
the risk that external demand
fades away — leaving sluggish
domestic consumption unable
to plug the gap.

For now economists are
watching the pace of the Al
manufacturing boom and

whether shipments of related
equipment can Keep the Chi-
nese export engine purring.

“The conflict in the Middle
East pushed up demand for
global manufacturing inven-
tory replenishment, and under
the upward cycle of semicon-
ductors, imports and exports
maintained a boom,” accord-
ing to Xing Zhaopeng, senior
China strategist at ANZ.

“There is still room for ex-
pansionin thisround of manu-
facturing cycle driven by Al,
and it is expected that the an-
nual export growth rate will be
about 10%.”

Exports expanded 14.1%
fromayear earlierin U.S. dollar
value terms, customs data
showed on Saturday, outpac-
ingthe 2.5% gain in March and
a 7.9% rise tipped by econ-
omists.

New export orders rose to
their highestlevel in two years,
separate factory activity data
for April showed last month.

Imports notched another
strong month, climbing 25.3%
versus 27.8% in March.

Liquor giant Pernod
Ricard’s dealings with
retailers under CClI lens

Reuters
New Delhi, May 9

INDIA’'S ANTITRUST watch-
dog has ordered an investiga-
tion into French liquor group
Pernod Ricard over alleged ex-
clusive deals with retailers to
promote its brands at the ex-
pense of rivals, a regulatory
order showed.

The Competition Commis-
sion of India (CCI) has been re-
viewing allegations since 2024
that Pernod, whose brands in-
clude Chivas Regal and Absolut
vodka, colluded with retailers
in New Delhi to boost its market
share. The complaint alleges
that Pernod provided $24 mil-
lion in corporate guarantees to

its bankers in 2021 to help city
retailers secure loans, with re-
tailers in turn ensuring 35% of
the stock in their shops com-
prised Pernod brands.

The CCI said it found merit
in the allegations, noting in its
order that “the non-dealing in
the product of the competitors
...islikely toresultin distortion
of demand by way of moving
retail demand away from the
competing brands.”

In a statement on Saturday,
Pernod told Reuters it “un-
equivocally denies any wrong-
doing” and will cooperate with
the CCI if the authorities con-
tact the company. “We operate
to the highest standards of
compliance,” it said.

ported in the 2023-24 survey.
Further, the number of estab-
lishments increased by 58.5
lakh as against 83.5 lakh in
2023-24, resulting in the cre-
ation of fewer jobs: 74.5 lakh in
2025 compared to 1.1 crore in
the 12 months ended Septem-
ber 2024.

All but 12 of the estimated
7.92 crore unincorporated en-
terprises in the 2025 survey
were Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises, with
micro enterprises making up
99.94% of the estimated
number.

The total number of estab-
lishments actually surveyed in
2025was 6.71akh —2.94 1akhin

rural areas and 3.76 lakh in
urban areas. Interestingly, out-
standing loans of informal en-
terprises reduced sharply even
though bank credit to micro
and small enterprises hasbeen
rising rapidly.

As per latest Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) data, loans to
‘microand small’ industry were
up 33% year-on-year as on
March 31. This suggests that
most bank loans are going to
‘small’ enterprises.

According to ASUSE 2025,
81% of unincorporated estab-
lishments’ outstanding loans
were owed to institutional
sources such as banks and gov-
ernment schemes.

Investment concerns

The smaller net addition to
fixed assets, as per the latest
ASUSE report, is part of a
broader trend that has policy-
makers worried. Earlier this
month, Chief Economic Ad-
visor V Anantha Nageswaran
criticised the Indian private sec-
tor forbeingreluctant toinvest,
saying that even though profits
of India’s top 500 companies
had grown 31% every year since
Covid, their capital formation
rate had been “disappointing”.

While the informal sector
saw a decline in net addition to
fixed assetsat an all-Indialevel,
there werelarge differencesbe-
tween states. For instance,
among large states, establish-
ments in Punjab more than
doubled their investments,
with their outstandingloansris-
ing nearly four-fold.

On the other hand, per es-
tablishment investment fell in
Telangana (down 63%), Gujarat
(down 48%), and Maharashtra
(down 35%), although they also
reported large reductions in
outstanding loans.

Atthe same time, Uttar Pra-
desh-based informal establish-
ments invested 30% less as per
the 2025 survey even though
their outstanding loans were
only 3% lower from the 2023-24
survey. Meanwhile, outstand-
ing loans per establishment in
Bihar doubled to Rs 8,568, but
investments were 3% lower.
The opposite occurred in Goa
and Chhattisgarh: a big reduc-
tion in indebtedness, butinvest-
ments rising sharply.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

eIndia’s forex reserves adequate, but comfort ‘thinning’

At $691 billion, India’s forex reserves are not far from their peak of $728 billion, reached just
before the West Asia war began. But elevated crude oil prices and a sharp fall in the rupee since
late February have led to questions being asked about the adequacy of the reserves.
According to economists at QuantEco Research, while they are adequate, the comfort is
“thinning” if one considers the RBI's net short forward book of $103 billion — dollars the central
bank has sold in the ‘forwards’ market and must deliver in the future.
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EU-India partnership limitless: Envoy

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 9

THE EUROPEAN Union-India
partnershipis “limitless, ambi-
tious and progressive” and both
sides have elevated the rela-
tionship toa “totally newlevel”
inboth qualitative and strategic
terms, EU Ambassador Herve
Delphin has said.
Inanaddressatanevent, the

envoy also noted that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s “not
an era of war” message “deeply
resonates” with Europe's values
and identity, and called the EU
“fundamentally a peace project”.

Characterisingthe EU-India
summit held three and a half
months ago as amilestone, Del-
phin said the confluence of
symbolism, substance and stra-
tegic significance resulted in

“momentous outcomes”.

“We have placed our rela-
tionship to a totally new level,
in qualitative and strategic
terms. The EU-India partner-
shipislimitless, ambitious and
progressive,” he said.

“These achievements
would not have been possible
without the political conviction
and trust shared by our
leaders,” the envoy said.

FLOORWAGE TO BE FIXED IN CONSULTATION WITH STATES

Rules for all four Labour
Codes notified, minimum
wage criteria dropped

Normal working day of 8 hrs, weekly cap of 48 working hrs

‘Pay contract workers on
time or face blacklisting’

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, May 9

GIVING EFFECT to the new
Labour Codes in full after hav-
ing brought them in Novem-
ber 2025, the central govern-
ment has now notified final
rules for all four codes after a
four-month gap from draft
rules.

As per the rules, a national
floor wage will be decided by
the Centre in consultation
with an advisory board and
states; a normal working day
will be of eight hours with a
weekly cap of 48 working
hours; employers need toissue
mandatory wage slips. A social
security fund will also be cre-
ated for unorganised sector
and gig workers. States will fol-
low suit with their rules.

In a critical omission from
the draft rules published in De-
cember-end, the Centre has
dropped the criteria for calcu-
lating minimum wage in the
final Code on Wages (Central)
Rules, 2025, stating that the
criteria will be “separately
specified by the Central gov-
ernment by special or general
order”.

This is likely to result in
lower minimum wages and
higher wage disparities for the
same worker category across
states, experts said.

The draft rules in January
had included the earlier for-
mula for calculation of mini-
mum wage which was linked
to net intake of 2,700 calories
per day per consumption unit;
66 meters of clothing per year
per standard working class
family comprising the worker,
aspouse and two children; and
housing rent expenditure of
10% of food and clothing ex-
penditure apart from fuel,

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, May 9

THE GOVERNMENT hascome
out with revised instructions to
ensure timely payment of wages
to contractual workers engaged
in central ministries, depart-
ments, autonomous bodies and
Central Public Sector Enter-
prises (CPSESs).

The instructions, which are
inline with the four new Labour
Codes effective November 2025
and their rules notified on Fri-
day, specify procurement-linked
compliance measures and intro-
duce penaltiesincluding debar-

ment and blacklisting of firms if
contractors fail to pay workers
ontime.

Wage payments are required
to be made only through bank
transfer or electronic mode. The
May 8 order directed all central
ministries, departments, statu-
tory, autonomous bodies and
CPSEs to strictly ensure that
contractors pay wages within
the prescribed timelines: end of
the shift for daily wages; before
weekly holiday for weekly work;
within two days of end of fort-
night for fortnightly work; and
within seven days of next month
for monthly work.

electricity and other miscel-
laneous expenses as 20% of
minimum wage; and 25% of
minimum wage as expense for
children education, medical,
recreation and contingencies.

This formula had evolved
inline with the landmark 1991-
Supreme Court judgement in
the Reptakos Brett case and
recommendations of the 15th
Indian Labour Conference
(ILC) in 1957. The removal of
the formula for fixing the mini-
mum wage from the final ver-
sion of the rules for Code on
Wages is likely to result in
lower-than-potential wages for
workers as wages play a key
role in collective bargaining,
said KR Shyam Sundar, labour
economist and former profes-
sor at XLRI.

“The consequence of the
removal of the criteria for fix-
ing minimum wage from the
rules is that it will lead to un-
scientific and inconsistent

Claims of Rs 25,160 cr
settled under social
security schemes: FM

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 9

JANSURAKSHA SCHEMES
like Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojanaand Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana
have settled claims of about
Rs 25,160 crore since their
launch in 2015, Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman said
on Saturday.

Jan Suraksha schemes
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana (PMJJBY), Prad-
han Mantri Suraksha Bima Yo-
jana (PMSBY), and Atal Pension
Yojana (APY) envisioned to ex-
tend affordable financial pro-
tection to all, particularly the
under-served and vulnerable
sections of society, were
launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on May 9, 2015.

These flagship schemes,
which completed 11 years, aim
to broaden the insurance and
pension landscape by shielding
citizens against life's uncer-
tainties and fostering long-
term financial resilience.

Citingdata onthe 11th anni-
versaries of the Jan Suraksha

Schemes, Sitharaman said that
over 27 crore, 58 crore and 9
crore enrolments have been
done under PMJJBY, PMSBY
and APY, respectively.

On PMJJBY, she said the
scheme has settled claims
worth more than Rs 21,500
crore for over10.7lakh families.

Under PMSBY scheme, Si-
tharaman said it has settled
claims worth nearly Rs 3,660
crore for over 1.84 lakh families.

“As we mark the 11th anni-
versary of the Jan Suraksha
schemes, heartfelt appreci-
ation for all the stakeholders,
including field functionaries of
banks and insurance com-
panies, whose dedicated efforts
have made these schemes a
huge success,” she said.

Speaking on the ocassion,
Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary said the
launch of the online Jan Surak-
sha Portal has made it possible
for citizens to enrol conveni-
ently without visiting bank
branches or post offices, and
the digitising the claims pro-
cess has ensured faster settle-
ments.

criteria for calculation of mini-
mum wages across states. This
will exacerbate the differential
inwages for the same category
of worker, say, unskilled
worker. Otherwise, wages for
an unskilled worker used tobe
similar across the states,” Sun-
dar said.

Separately, the new wage
rules state that a floor wage will
be fixed by the central govern-
ment taking into account “the
minimum living standard
clothing, housing and any
other factor considered appro-
priate by the central govern-
ment from time to time”.

Under Section 9 of the Code
on Wages, 2019, the central
government has the power to
fix the floor wage taking into
account minimum living stan-
dards of a worker, provided
that different floor wages may
be fixed for different geo-
graphical areas. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Hondarecalls
CB1000Hornet
SP motorcycles

New Delhi: Honda Motorcycle
& Scooter India on Saturday an-
nounced a voluntary recall for
an unspecified number of its
CB1000 Hornet SP motorcycles
toaddresstwo technical issues,
including the routing of the fuel
feed hose.

The recall affects CB1000
Hornet SP motorcycles manu-
factured between September
30, 2024 and August 22, 2025,
Honda Motorcycle & Scooter
India Pvt. Ltd. (HMSI) said in a
statement.

The recall addresses two
identified technical issues. One
relatestothe routing of the fuel
feed hose and may require in-
spection to ensure it remains
properly secured under specific
conditions, it added.

The other relates to oil con-
sumption levels in the engine,
which may vary due to the
characteristics of some compo-
nents, and may need appropri-
ate action, the company said.
“As a precautionary measure,
HMSI will undertake inspec-
tion and necessary corrective
action at its authorised BigW-
ing Topline dealerships across
India," it said. PTI

M&M closes gap with JSSW MG for second spotin EV race

Vikram Chaudhary
New Delhi, May 9

THIS YEAR is set to be of a big
upheaval in the electric car
space. While Tata Motors con-
tinues to enjoy a massive lead,
the battle for the second place
has gotten interesting, with
JSW MG Motor India gradually
losing its position to Mahindra.

According to data sourced
from the Vahan retail sales por-
tal, JSW MG was at the second
positioninJanuary and Febru-
ary, but Mahindra overtookitin
March and April, and with the
latter’s sales rising thanks to
new EV models, the lead will
only increase.

In 2025, JSSW MG (51,387
units) led Mahindra (33,513) by

almost 18,000 units, but with
the launch of the XEV 9S and
XUV 3XO EV, the latter has re-
duced the lead.

In the first four months of
the year, the gap between the
twowas reduced tojustabouta
thousand units — JSW MG sold
18,726 units and Mahindra has
sold 17,795 units.

Automotive analysts told
FE that Mahindra’s ascent to
the second spot in March and
April is driven by a multipro-
duct offensive. While JSW MG
remains heavily reliant on the
Windsor EV (as seen from its
flat sales of 4,858 unitsin Janu-
ary to 5,006 units in April), Ma-
hindra’s diversified portfolio
across key SUV segments has
allowed it to capture a wider

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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Mahindra overtook it in March and April. REuTERS

audience, helping it to grow by
42% just this year (from 3,817
units in January to 5,412 units
in April), and therefore it is
well-positioned to leverage its

superior production scale and
brand loyalty to outpace JSW
MG in2026.

Gaurav Vangaal, associate
director, light vehicle forecast-

ing, S&P Global Mobility, said
that the Indian mass-market
EV segment is entering a deci-
sive phase.

“Mahindra’s portfolio expan-
sion demonstrates confidence
in long-term category growth,
creating multiple customer
touchpoints. Conversely, MG’s
focused strategy has proven ef-
fective —the Windsor EV’s suc-
cess shows that niche domi-
nance can outpace
diversification. If MG’s next ve-
hicle performs as strongly,
they’re positioned to lead. This
competition ultimately benefits
consumers through choice and
innovation. The outcome re-
mains genuinely open, and
that’s healthy for the market.”

Another analyst added that
while the Windsor EV has been
attracting a customer looking
for an EV in the lucrative Rs 10-
20 lakh space — and that’s why
the Windsor EV still is India’s
largest selling electric car — Ma-
hindra has been attracting
entry-level customers with the
3XOEV, midsize SUV customers
with the BE 6, and luxury and
family customers with the XEV
9e and 9S.

But despite Mahindra’s ris-
ing sales, overtaking Tata Mo-
tors will be a big task, which
launched the new Punch EVin
February, and is set to drive in
the Sierra EV this month, fol-
lowed by the Safari EV, and the
dedicated luxury EVbrand Avi-
nya possibly next year. FE
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,Aayush S/o0 Braham Dutt,R/0
House no.165/11,8-
Biswa,Gurgaon Village,
Gurgaon,(Haryana)-
122001,have changed my name
to Aayush Sharma,for all
Purposes. 0040853633-7

IBabluS/0 Buddha RamR/o0 21,
Agroha Kunj, Sector-13, Rohini,
Delhi-110085, have changed
my name to Abhiram Bhumani.

0071034638-1

I Deepika Sharma W/0,
Narender Sharma R/o0 G-45 UGF
Front RHS Gali No 2, Palam
Colony, Raj Nagar Part 2, Delhi-
110077 have changed my name
to Dipika Sharma for all
purposes. 0040853588-1

| Jatav Avishkarjeet Indrajeet
son of Indrajeet Singh
Residence of G 44 Patel Nagar
3, Ghaziabad 201001, have
changed my name from jatav
Avishkarjeet Indrajeet to
Avishkar Jatav. Henceforth |
would be known by the name of
Avishkar Jatav for all future
purposes. 0071034613-1

I Mayank S/o Navratan Kaushik
R/o H.No. - A-85/A, Sangam
Vihar, South Delhi, Delhi -
110062, have changed my name
from Mayank to Mayank
Kaushik for all future purposes.

0071034640-1

I Meenakshi Dung w/o
Jagannath R/o House No-134,
Nai Basti College Road, Khurja,
Bulandshahr, Uttar Pradesh-
203131 have Changed my name
from Meenakshi Dung to
Minakshi. Henceforth | would
be Known by the name of
Minakshi for all future
purposes. 0071034671-1

l,Sanjeev Jindal,S/o
S.P.Jindal,R/0 B-1/191, First-
Floor,Paschim Vihar,Delhi-
110063,have Changed my
minor son name Kshtitij Jindal
to Kshitij Jindal,Permanently

0040853613-3

I,ZEBA INTAKHAB,W/O-MOHD
ARSHAD ALI, R/0-H.NO.25,
HAZRAT AMIR-KHUSRU NAGAR,
BASTI-HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN,
DELHI-13,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ZEBA SIDDIQUI,FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040853630-3

I,Vinayakk Midha,S/o Parveen
Midha,R/0-89/FF,Block-J-
3,Rajouri Garden,Delhi-110027
I,have changed my name to
Sohail Midha, Permanently

0040853613-1

I,PARMIEET / PRAMJEET,W/0-
OMBIR SINGH,R/0-B-8,JAl
PRAKASH-ROAD, ADARSH
NAGAR,DELHI-110033,have
changed my nameto
PARAMJEET.

0040853633-11

I,OM BIR,S/0-PYARE LAL R/0O-B-
8,JA| PRAKASH ROAD,ADARSH
NAGAR, DELHI-110033,have
changed my name to OMBIR
SINGH.

0040853633-10

I,Mohd Anas Qureshi, S/O-
Khalid Qureshi,R/O Flat No-
1059,Church Street,Kaila
Bhatta Ghaziabad,UTTAR
PRADESH-201001,Changed My
Name To Anas Qureshi

0040853641-2

I,Mohammad Mukhtar,S/o
Vashir Miya,R/0 A-236,
Shaheen Bagh,Jamia
Nagar,0khla,New Delhi-
110025,have changed my name
to Mokhtar Miya 0040853633-9

I,Mayur Raichand Jain,S/o-
Raichand R/0-B-1010,2nd
floor,Near jain mandir,shastri
nagar,New delhi-110052,have
changed,my minor son’s
name,from Khush Mayur
Jain,to Khush Jain,for all
purposes. 0040853630-11

,LMOHAMMAD ARIF,S/0-HAJI
MOHD TAQUI,R/0-B29/1 ABUL-
FAZAL ENCLAVE-2,SHAHEEN
BAGH,JAMIANAGAR SOUTH
DELHI-110025,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME MOHAMMAD ARIFTO
MOHD ARIF QURESHI
PERMANENTLY. 0040853630-5

I, MEGH W/0O SUBODH SHARMA
R/ORZ-1-4/211,GALINO-8,
WEST SAGARPUR, DELHI-
110046,have changed my name
to MEGHA SHARMA.

0040853630-8

I,MD ZAKIR HUSAIN S/O NOOR
MOHAMMAD R/O H.NO.271,1-
Block,JJ Colony
Shakurpur,Delhi-110034have
changed my name to MOHD
ZAKIR. 0040853641-1

I,Kamaljit Kaur,W/o0-Kuldeep
Singh,R/0 H.NO-19B/1,G/F
GURU,NANAK-VIHAR NILOTHI
EXTN NANGLOI,DELHI-
110041,have changed the name
to Kamaljeet Kaur

0040853633-4

I,LKULDIP SINGH,S/0 Kalyan
Singh,R/0HNO-19B/1G/F
GURU NANAK VIHAR NILOTHI
EXTN NANGLOI DELHI 110041,
have changed the nameto
KULDEEP SINGH.

0040853633-3

l,Jatinder Mohan S/o Aruramal
SharmaR/o H.N0.718 Sector-
29,Noida(U.P) have changed
my name to Jatinder Mohan
Sharma for all future purposes.

0040853621-1

I,Jyoti Goyal,w/0-Umesh
Goyal,R/0-H-19/47 top-
floor,sector-7,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,declare thatin my
passport (no.N7781675)my
Mother,s name written as
Babiti but actual-name s
BABITA BANSAL.

0040853630-2

ILHEMANT KUMAR BHARDWAJ
S/0 BHIM SAIN R/0-House No-
56,Kakrola Village,Delhi-
110078,have changed my name
to HEMANT KUMAR.

0040853633-5

I,HASAN NAVED SYED,S/O-SYED
HAIDER,R/O-S-10/D 13A FIRST-
FLOOR JOGABAI-EXT
JAMIANAGAR,NEW DELHI-
110025,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME SYED HASAN NAVED
PERMANENTLY.

0040853630-1

I,CHANDAR SHEKHAR BEDI,S/0O-
LATE PYARE LAL BEDI,R/O-
2/15,DOUBLE
STOREY,JANGPURA
EXTENSION,NEW DELHI-
110014,have changed my
name,from CHANDAR
SHEKHAR BEDI,to CHANDER
SHEKHAR BEDI,for all
purposes. 0040853630-10

ILRANBIR SINGH S/0 Gurbachan
Singh R/o LP-4F Pirampura
Delhi-110034,have changed my
name to RANBIR SINGH REKHI.

0040853630-7

I,Braham Prakesh,S/o Mukh
Ram Saini,R/0-RZ-625/1,Third-
Floor,Gali.No-2,Raj Nagar,Part-
1,Palam Colony,Delhi-110077,l
have changed my nameto
Brham Prakash Saini,
Permanently 0040853613-2

I,Bhakti Anilbhai Kholia W/o
Sarthak Kuchhal R/0 49,Sector-
15,Sonipat (Haryana) -
131001,have changed my name
Bhakti Kuchhal for all
Purposes. 0040853633-8

I, Aman Agrawal,S/0-Mukesh
Agarwal,R/0-Moh
Prabhudayal, Jahagirabad
(rural)Bulandshahr,up-
202394,Have changed my name
to Aman Agarwal for all future
purposes. 0040853630-6

I,Ajay,S/0 Shri Ranbir,R/0-Holi
Pana Sankhol,Tahsil
Bahadurgarh Distt-Jhajjar
(Haryana)-124507,have
changed my Minor Daughter’s
name,from Mahak to Mayra for
all Purposes. 0040853633-6

I,Abhishek,S/0-Mahavir
Singh,R/0-E-1801,AjnaralLe
Garden sector-16,Greater
Noida,West-Gautam Buddha-
Nagar UP-201009.have changed
my name,from Abhishek to
Abhishek Choudhary,for
all,future purposes.

0040853630-4

I,ASHOK KUMAR CHOUHAN,S/O-
LATE SH. JIUT CHAUHAN,R/O-
HOUSE NO.708G,NYAY KHAND-
3,INDIRAPURAM, GZB,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO ASHOK
KUMAR CHAUHAN FOREVER.

0040853630-9

I,ASHMA BEGUM W/O
MOHAMMAD SIRAJR/O
HNO.154 GALINO.4 SANGAM
VIHAR WAZIRABAD DELHI-
110084.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ASHMA.

0040853633-1

I,ANJU/ANJU MANN W/O VISHAL
MANN R/0O 133-A IRADAT
NAGAR NAYA BANS DELHI-
110082.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ANJU RANI.

0040853633-2

I, Sangita Mishra R/o
1389,BETINA, MAHAGUN
MODERNE, SEC-78, Noida,
PO:Noida, DIST:Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201301, have changed my Son’s
name from Arshabh Mishra to
Aarshabh Mishra for all future
Purposes. 0071034616-1

I, RAVINDER MOHAN, S/0.P.R.
BHAGAT, R/0.U-173, Top Floor
Right Side, Street No.4,
Shakarpur, Delhi-110092, vide
affidavit dated 07-May-2026,
affidavit No. IN-
DL06266564403719Y, do hereby
declare that RAVINDER MOHAN
and RAVINDER MOHAN
BHAGAT are both names of the
same person, i.e., myself.
Henceforth, | shall be known as
RAVINDER MOHAN BHAGAT for
all future purposes.

0071034650-1

I, Praveen Gupta S/o Satish
Chandra Gupta R/0-7PH1,
Tower-7, ATS One Hamlet, Sec-
104, Noida have changed my
name to Praveen Kumar Gupta.

0071034608-1

I, PREM RAJ S/o Harish Chander,
Plot No-62, 63, 64A, UGF, Kh. No-
26/15, Raju Enclave, Kakrola,
NSIT Dwarka, Delhi-76 have
changed my name to PREM RAJ
GOSAL. 0071034646-1

I, Meena W/O Diwan Singh Negi
R/0-412,Plot-17, Kalinga Marg,
Sec-4, Vaishali, Ghaziabad
have changed my nameto
Meena Negi. 0071034610-1

I, MOHAMMAD IMRAN S/O
NAWAB MIAN R/O 1250 GALI
MAHAL SARAI PUNJABI PHATAK
BALLIMARAN DELHI 110006,
have changed my name to
MOHD IMRAN Permanently.

0071034586-1

I, Krishnash SharmaS/o
Vijender Sharma, R/0 237 Bank
Enclave Laxmi, Delhi-110092,
have changed my nameto
Krishnansh Sharma.

0071034633-1

I, ANITA W/0 Prem Raj Gosai,
Plot No-62, 63, 64A, UGF, Kh. No-
26/15, Raju Enclave, Kakrola,
NSIT Dwarka, Delhi-76 have
changed my name to PRITI
GOSAL. 0071034645-1

I, Krishna Murthy P.E. S/0. Late
ShriPazhayannur
Subramanian Eswara lyer, R/0.
Flat No.549, Akshardham
Apartment, Pocket 3, Sector 19,
Dwarka, New Delhi-110075 has
changed my nameto
Pazhayannur Eswariyer
Krishnamurthyfor all future
purposes. That Krishna Murthy
P.E.and Pazhayannur
Eswariyer Krishnamurthyare
one and the same person.

0040853579-1

I, KOMAL SETH d/0 SOMNATH r/0
G-13,2nd Floor, Sham Nagar,
Tilak Nagar, Delhi-110018 have
changed my minor son’s name
from TANISH to TANISH ARORA
permanently. 0040853586-1

I, KAMAL KISHORE AGRAWAL,
S/0O LATE MR. BIMAL KUMAR
GUPTA, resident of KM 49 KAVI
NAGAR GHAZIABAD, 201002,
have changed my name from
KAMAL AGRAWAL to KAMAL
KISHORE AGRAWAL.
Henceforth | would be known
by the name of KAMAL
KISHORE AGRAWAL for all
future purposes.

0071034668-1

GENERAL

VPB’Ful Fair Slim Edu LLB (47/5.5
cm) Maratha- Issuless
Divorcee, Looking for a Groom,
Cast No Bar Contact:-
9152736238. 0071033279-1

MARATHI/KONKANI

BRIDE-96K Maratha, 32/5’8”,
well educated from top
universities, Business (50L
Annual), business family.
Looking for Hindu groom from
well educated family.
7208975193. 0071031550-2

I, Diwan Singh S/o Vijay Singh
Negi R/0-97B, Kamana, Sec-5,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad have
changed my name to Diwan
Singh Negi. 0071034609-1

I, CHHERING DOLKAR, Spouse of
N0.9922093K(NAIK) LATE
SONAM CHHETAN, resident of
Village-Hemisshukpa Chan,
Dist. Leh Ladakh-194101, have
changed my name from
CHHERING DOLKAR to TSERING
DOLKAR, vide affidavit IN-
DL08301360668278Y,
dated:09/05/2026, before
Notary, Advocate:Ajay Massey,
Regd.No.-54075, New Delhi.

0071034641-1

I,BHARTI SHARMA W/0 LATE
JITENDRA KUMAR R/0 HOUSE
NO.-76, GALINO.- 2, NEAR FISH
MARKET, MUKAND VIHAR PART-
2, MUKAND PUR, DELHI-110042
HAVE CHANGED THE NAME OF
MY MINOR SON FROM GAGAN
SARASWAT to GAJANAND
SARASWAT. 0071034651-1

I, ANIL VASHISAT R/0-H-16/153,
SF, Govind Nagar, Tank Road,
Karol Bagh, Delhi-05 have
changed my name to ANIL
KUMAR VASHISAT.

0071034643-1

I, AMAR SINGH, father of RIJA,
resident of D-63, 3rd Floor, Sec-
1, Rohini, Delhi-110085, hereby
declare that my child’s name
has been changed fromRIJA to
RIJAVERMA. Henceforth, my
child shall be known as RIJA
VERMA for all purposes. Date:
10/05/2026. 0130064440-1

lam Jyoti Rana w/o0 Sh
Dhirendra Rana R/0O-B-2, Type
IV, Delhi Govt. Officers Flat,
Model Town, Delhi-110009
married to Sh Dhirendra Rana
after marriage | start using
surname of my husband and
was known as JYOTI RANA,in
my alldocumentsi.e.
academics as well as
professional documents my
nameis JYOTI MALIK, itis clear
that JYOTIRANA and JYOTI
MALIK is same personandinall
documents where JYOTI RANA
ismentioned be read as JYOTI
MALIK. 0040853589-1

I Shabina W/o Mohammad Jahir
R/0 Juggi No- 435/N38, CD Park,
Jahangir Puri, Delhi-110033,
have changed my nameto
SaminaKhatun

0071034642-1

| Mumtaz D/o Farukh R/o H.N-
523-34- A- 117, Jagjeevan Nagar
Kaithwara, Seelampur, North
East, Delhi- 110053, have
changed my name to Aayesha

0071034635-1

LOST & FOUND

I Devyansh Dabas have lost my
CBSE Original Pass Certificate
of Class 10th 2023 Roll no.
26119695. If Found Please
Contact: 8860980030.

0050289121-1

| BRAHMIN l

SARYUPARIN Madhya
NadiKashyap 30/5’11” MS
Ortho fair h’some, wellsettld,
reputed vege tarian famly
seeks Dr.(PG) b’ful Brahimin
match.Mb-6386599490

0060141091-1

PROFESSIONALLY QUALIFIED
WORKING GIRLFOR 32,5’11”,
TEETOTALLER, BE(MECH), MS
(NAVAL ARCHITECT-SWEDEN),
WORKING IN MUMBALI, FAMILY
SARYUPARIN,MP BASED,
FATHER RETD GM ELECTRICAL
FROM CPSU, HYDERABAD
SETTLED, CONTACT A SHUKLA
9550423808 0050288914-1

| CASTE NO BAR ]

Wanted suitable bride for Hindu
Prajapati (Kumhar) handsome
Boy, age 33,5’9”, B.Tech M.Tech
(IIT) from well educated family,
working as Planning Engineer
in Kuwait, visiting India shortly.
Castenobar9858158115

0050288906-1

| KAYASTHA |

Alliance for 28,5’11”, Srivastava
Kayastha, Software Engineerin
Noida. Working bride
preferred. Contact:
7009567440. 0050289106-1

PROPERTY

RENTAL

Commercially approved space
for Corporate Office,
Restaurant Or Gym at Prime
Location Paota Main Road,
Jodhpur (Rajasthan). 3500 sqft
on Second Floor. Ready to
Move. Parking Available. All
NOC taken. 9950560015,
9001238999 0110064392-1

ONE BHK FLAT SPACIOUS,
VENTILATED, BEST LOCATION,
INDEPENDENT BUILDER TYPE,
GROUND, FIRST, SECOND
FLOORS, FRONT GARDEN, BYKE-
PARKING, FURNISHED/ SEMI-
FURNISHED at DWARKA, SEC-
19, Tel:- 9811026970

0040853310-2

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client SULEKHA (DIVORCEE)
DAUGHETR OF SHRI BHAIYA
RESIDENT OF N-477, MANGOL PURI,
DELHI-110083, have severed off all her
relations with her daughter namely PRATHA
DAUGHTER OF SHRI MUKESH. My
client have debarred them from all their
movable/ immovable properties in Delhi or in
other state. Anybody dealing with them or
dealt with them regarding any matter shall
have his/her/their own responsibility.
Ashok Kumar (Advocate)
E. No. D/9112/18
CHAMBER RU-367, G.F.,
RU-BLOCK, PITAMPURA,
DELHI-110034

PUBLIC NOTICE

I am instractad fo daclare an behalf o
my Gliemt M Andul Arz S Abdul
Maiid Rio, Houses Mo, 110, Gal Mo, B,
Mear Chang Mastid Jafeabad, Delhi-
114053 that k= hes d=alowed his Son
Mohgin Khan, S abdif Az oo 3l
his mavebka and immowable propanas
with Irmmesdiale affect and sevensd gl
hiz ralations wigh them due in their
disabediance and bad behavior.
‘Whozaever deals with him hencaforth
b himeal respansible ol all swech
deairgs snd my cliend & ot & 8l
respHanese B anyane far ény deafings
ar Acts afsaid Moksin Khkan

{rvan undar my seal end sgnature fhis
{6 May 2026,

FUZAIL ABBEAS | Advocale)
-0, G4, Joseph Hock
Tis Hazarl Courts, Dethi - 1400564

Ufecteh e

TR w1 g fR S € fR e
TEHEORR  hemamag MR (Acharya
Mahamandaleshwar Kailashanand Giri),
3HST, SHTE T TSRS S HeRST
Framdi:-18, 4t frsdie gfir whet e, <<,
BREN, SWEE 249408, T8 # WETHSATER
AT TETER = F T S A |

T e T IR A AW S HEHSAval
HeTIHE ffk (Acharya
Mahamandaleshwar Kailashanand Giri) &
TR T | 3 TEHEATER hAOTNG SR
Rafdd X G AW "I WEHSever
eI ffe (Acharya
Mahamandaleshwar Kailashanand Giri)
R foan €1 iR wfgsr # 2 W F 9, weEe
e ey ford SR

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN THAT MY CLIENT SMT.
KAMLESH DEVI W/O SH. ARJUN D/O S/O
LATE SH. PYARE LAL, R/O B-151, PAPPAN
KAL, DWARKA SEC-1, DWARKA, SOUTH
WEST, DELHI-110075, HAS DISOWNED/
DEBAR HER REAL SON DEEPAK KUMAR
AND HIS WIFE PREETI ALONGWITH THEIR
TWO MINOR SONS NAMELY KESHAV AND
SHUSHANT FROM HER ALL MOVABLE
AND IMMOVABLE PROPERTY(S) AND
DISCONNECTED ALL HER FAMILY AND
SOCIAL RELATIONS WITH THEM WHO ARE
PRESENTLY RESIDING ON RENT AT A-48,
PAPPAN KAL, DWARKA SEC-1, DWARKA,
SOUTH WEST, DELHI-110075 DUE TO THEIR
CONTINUE MISCONDUCT, REPEATED
ACTS OF INDISCIPLINE AND PERSISTENT
DISREGARD FOR CUSTOMS, TRADITIONS,
ILL BEHAVIOUR AND DISRESPECT
TOWARDS MY CLIENT. NOW, MY CLIENT
HAS NO CONCERN AND CONNECTION IN
ANY MANNER WITH HER ABOVENAMED
SON AND HIS WIFE AND THEIR TWO
MINOR CHILDREN, AND IF ANYBODY
DEALS WITH THEM, HE/SHE WILL DO SO
WITH HIS/HER OWN RISK AND
RESPONSIBILITY.
Sd/-
MANOJ KUMAR YADAV
Advocate
Ch. No. 427, Lawyers Chamber Block,
Dwarka Court Complex, New Delhi-110075

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurred as aresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

TELANGANA GIRIJAN COOPERATIVE CORPORATION LTD., HYDERABAD
DIVISIONAL OFFICE: TGGCC LTD., UTNOOR, ADILABAD DISTRICT, TELANGANA, PIN: 504311,
TENDER NOTICE CUM OPEN AUCTION
Rec.No. 20/2026/C; Date: 07.05.2026
NOTIFICATION FOR SALE OF MOHWA FLOWER (7798 Qtls)

TGGCC Ltd., Utnoor Division invites sealed tenders for the sale of (7798 Qtls) Mohwa Flower
(MFP) stocks lying at various godowns through Tender-cum-Open Auction till 18.05.2026 up to
05:00 PM. Opening of Sealed Tenders will be on 19.05.2026 at 11:00 AM at Office of Project Officer
ITDA. Utnoor.

Interested buyers may visit Divisional Office, TGGCC Ltd., Utnoor, Adilabad District, Telangana for
Tender forms, godown-wise Stock details, EMD amount, terms & conditions and sale procedure etc.
Contact: 9989198025, 9963076845 & Email: dmgecutn @gmail.com.,

Sd/-
(Sri Manda Makarandu, L.A.S.,)
Project Officer, ITDA /Executive Director,

R.O. No. : 2202-PP/CL/ADVT/2026-27 Date: 09-05-2026 TGGCC Ltd., Utnoor.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

2ND BATTALION THE RAJPUTANA RIFLES
LT UMMER FAYAZ
Nine years ago, on the fateful night of 09-10 May
2017, while on leave, Lt Ummer Fayaz, resident of
Village-Sursona, District-Kulgam (J&K) was abducted
at gunpoint and was killed by militants.
'j We bow our heads in your reverence. You shall always
remain an inspiration to all ranks of the battalion and

of Kashmir.
REMEMBERED AND REVERED BY

COMMANDING OFFICER AND ALL RANKS

L

to the you

th

@ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Letter No. : DRMIC/AGRAPARKING/E-AUCTION/2028 Dated @ 07.05.2026

E-AUCTION NOTICE

On Behalf of the Presidant of India, Thae 5r. Divisional Commearcial
Manager-North Central Railway-Agra inviles E-Auction as per categaries
givan as undear-

Category : Parking Auction Catalogue No. 1 PARKING-AGRA-01

Agset Detalla @ ldgah Jn. Railway Station, 10H Station PF-1. Circulating Area-
Tw'o Whasalars and Four Whealars Parking

E-Auction Start Date and Time ; Date : 22.05.2026 Time : 12:15
E-Auction End Date and Time : Date : 22.05.2026 Time : 12:45

Mote ; Prospective bidders are reguested to visit E-Auction Leasing Module
on IREPS website (www.iraps.gov.in), The Lol-wise detals are available thengin
under the abowve mantioned Cataloguwe Mumber

1030026 (AS)
¢ @ CPRONCR

[ ] North central railways &8 www.nerindianrailways.gov.in

FRIOTAS AMTAAT FT HIATAY,

LA .
ey foeior f9amT, 9o gHved, w"-. {

frifeer w8 &9 yam
(CORRIGENDUM )

gawEwe A gEd o w2 @ e-Tender

'Reference No. RCD/JAMSHEDPUR/752,Date-
1 20.04,2026 (2" Call) 777 7y weved, WHEETR s G 9w 9
| T &, SONET ST qawe I8 [ @i E | W e -

A | T W AW
K . S S
1 Reconstruction of Manushmudia of Bahragora to
Darishol Chowk Road for year 2025 26. Total Length
. 10.274 km
o @1 SiosN0 S0 377923 Road (26-27).D
aAeflaor afira

— e —wrdures Al
PR 379383 (Road)26-27*D T v R, ua wovea, siaslqyy

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER TRANSMISSION LINE
MAINTENANCE DIVISION-IY
Famigeore Kashnile 192121 (4, pampore jBgov.ln

CORRIGENDLUM -04

Subject: Cornigendum to e-NIT for “Augmentation of Grid Sub Station
Zolmpkote from 2200132 KV, 450 MVA 1o 2200132 KV, 780 MVA by
replacing old nged 06 Nos 30 MVYALZWIZE KY Auto Translormers (GG
Make) by 06 Nos 22001321 1KY, 105 MVA +0Ix105 MVA Spare Aulo
transformers including allied works. (Srinagar, Kashmir UT of J&K)

Ref: 1. Thisoffice e-MNIT Na: TLMD-1V/e-NIT/ 16 of 2025-26,

Dated:- 12-03-2026
The following cormigerwlum to the BO) 15 hereby sssued:

Due to an imadvertent error in the amount stated m words i the uploaded
BOQ, it is clarified that only the total amount mention in figure by the
prospeciive bidders shall be considered for evaluation.

A other termis and conditions of the é-MNITs shall remain unchanged.

Bl
M T LAILRA Yy C 3R b
Phabe D905 2026

Exccniive Enginecs
FEMD=1Y, Pampire
DIPL-ME-473/26 - DATE 09 MAY 2026

HAAT ITATIUT ITAAAT, ATk (ATOT
fawmr, |g fmior wusd, TIE (oo )
F-drerde fferer g=mT -

frafafea et 2g fad siemda ffaer '€ Soft wd siferer 9ot & SRl
2q 3L i S © | fferer sTeeie wRa @y eifom fafr AT 22.05.2026
e

. |TAIMEA. H s HE T AW oo i)
fafeT <. AT AT
(e #)

01. NIT No. 36
Tender No.
190450

THI WA TIE &9 H|%. 84.46 A&
W3R, o it wRfaan-
B AR W A T4 W Fia
IR A (TEr 1Y)
w1 @Y W (S| 698)

7 | QEcRECICEL D!
02. [NIT No. 37  |fSTen-SrisHiR =T & ®. 47.47 A
Tender No. AR el art @
190451 Terd W Rt ger fr
TR o foRy TEd S|
(et =)

fafqer, fogft fafoqr <@mEs o =0 SFe@ S-UlRREE 99
diéd  https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in sl faquriw derEe
https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ¥ SIS i ST Fehall © | (AR F. 100.00 &
M Sgfefirre wia w HuiRd yos § w9y-uF Td =HaH i F. 100.00 & 9=
HfeEe WIT T THFRR-3 &l A9Y 97, o hufie] Iucisdl sed SHeRt
TS 3 SHHR] TH. 376, & 2.10 H For Feifed Yogar 9dd o)
fafaer & €1 a1 AU GINEA 1 IHRE Fad IR JadEE W
feRa STTe, goeh | THER T3 § YR &1 v Siem, e Hfaeresrt g
Oftrd et sifrere 1 forreh § fAfaerer il st AieEd |, T 3-Ha 3182l
IeE A T AL

Tl /-
RO NO : 262700593-3 srefteron S,

wifrfa. |g Avew, e

20 MFTRAT A, BRATAD AHAAT BT A

staa At R, was gsveEs, @1dER

T TR T i)

01/2026-27/EE'BCD/LATEHAR

- WiEzdee Aifen

fEeTig—- 0B.05.2026

—

ehiOn R urehtorl i g v e o)
| ) e

| | Construction of 50 Bedded Hostel of Bov’s Residential 2,24 90 900/ I (Eleven) Months
| Upgraded High School Chhipadobar at Latehar, N N _ _

2 | Construction of 6 ACR 1in Boys Residential Upgraded 128, 726000 00 (Mine) Maonihs
| High School Chhipadohar at Latehar District

JarTse o e w6
2 Td= g = fow aifeas [k /a9

a5 /06 /2026 FT 1100 4
o9 /08 /2026 T 1100 T4

3. Fifa=r umifem o= 9 ©Eay &1 99 U9 U

4. THfd= wres w1 e/ wea o e =

EEIEI'I:-'-.-IEE -E-Tﬁ:ﬂ?ﬂ 5] mlr':l!_qll_ Ha= ﬁ'lTlT':'T
R rT, e yHvSe, SEE |
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adq 804121
8434414939

M =4 o oLn

qiEToT feos &1 Wi Se—ag Wl ¥ e S ) wie 59 86 |
AT W O A R, STeETs T & ames @i 120 30 03102023 © g1 fote SO

(are wears gfibm) v sge o fis, sy WY % USiEE 2200 fEElE 06 102023 & anEng W
FfiaT 1o o srmea o 0f¥ F9E Online Mode BT #8011

o Tt 9w ud armer 6 2 o1 e R w9 o, SOP % Tee SR $1 i S e
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(Court Matter)

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its

gallant Jawans on their Balidan Diwas.

a2

Nk

.-.‘.r

SUB HEAD "CONSTABLE
INSPECTOR CONSTABLE JEET
e | e || o
90.01.1968 — 17.01.1960 — 01.02.1971 —
10.05.2025 10.05.2001 10.05.2000

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

3 "l Veer Balidani |PG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn
w l." Head Constable |tribute to Head Constable P S. Deogam
i ¥ P S. Deogam |Of 85 Bn, who made the supreme
A 85 Bn sacrifice after being seriously injured
18-06-1961 To |While countering an ambush by
insurgents in Karbi Anglong district,
Assam on 10 May 2001. CRPF salutes

the braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

10-05-2001

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
: Constable Constable
i | Mohammad Hadish Sukhwinder Singh
127 Bn 127 Bn
02-11-1949 To 18-05-1973 To
10-05-1993 10-05-1993

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to two valiant troopers
of 127 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice after being grievously
injured while gallantly countering an ambush by insurgents in Manipur
on 10 May 1993. CRPF salutes the bravehearts and pledges never to let
their sacrifice go in vain.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

“*NOTICE FOR INVITING APPLICATIONS"
(Mo, MWR-HOOComm [CATGPE32020 di. O7.05.2026)
Applicabons are invited by Principal Chiel Commarcial ManagerMorth Wastarm
Railway on behall of President af Indiz from reputed BlS  approved
ranufacturersisuppliers of Packaged Drinking Water (a8 described in form) who are
willing to supply Packaged Drinking Water (PDW) on mahile & static catenng units
owver Morth Western Railway, The interested Manufacturer Firms/Supplisrs should
sand thair applicalions on prascribed application form. The application form fess of Rs
BE00- (non relundable ) and shor Bsling rogistration feas as manlioned in annexure -
of the application farm should akso be submilted within 10 days from tast date of
submission of application form after creation of MeRS 1D in portal, falllimg which
applicatiaon will be summarily rejected, Last date for submission of application form is
080620268 upto 1500 hrs and opening of applications on the same day ia
(R, 05 2026 84 15.30 hrs. The applecatson farm can also e downilosded rom NWR'S
wiehsite “wwwwr indlanrallways.govin®™ Al detalls of terma & condibons as well
as application form are available on NWR's websiie,
Addresss :
Principal Chief Commercial Manager,
North Western Railway, HQ Office, Jawahar Circle,
Malviya Magar, Jalpur-302017

Dy. Chief Commercial Manager/Claims & Cabg. North Western Railway, Jaipur

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82/84 Bhartiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
person Namely Karan Singh Bisht S/o Ganga Singh Bisht Rfo H.
No. E-136/2 Bhim Colony, Aali Vihar, New Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
46/2026 U/S 103(1)/109/3(5) BNS/238/249A BNS PS: Badarpur,
Delhi, and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused Karan Singh Bisht cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Karan Singh Bisht has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamaton is hereby made that the said Karan Singh Bisht
accused of FIR No. 46/2026 U/S 103{1)/109/3(5) BNS/238/249A
ENS PS: Badarpur, Delhi, is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 25.06.2026.

By Order

Sh. Vinod Joshi
ACJM, Room No. 515
Saket Courts, Delhi

DP/5991/5E/2026

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
person Namely Bholi Wie Subhash Rie Premises G/F Near KH
No. 34/3 Village Rewla Khanpur Majafgarh New Delhi  has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in Ct.
CC No. 1066/2022 U/s 135 Indian Electricity Act PS: Chhawla,
Delhi, and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused Subhash cannol be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Subhash has absconded (or is concaaling himsell to avoid the
service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Subhash accused ofted
{or 1s suspected o have committed) the offence in CC No.
1066/2022 U/s 135 Indian Electricity Act PS: Chhawla, Delhi,
is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 31.08.2026.

By Order

Ms. Harleen Singh

DP/6071/DW/2026 ASJ Special Electricity, Room No. 609
(Court Matter) Dwarka Court, New Delhi

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

TRANSMISSION LINE MAINTENANCE DIVISION-IV,
Pampore Kashmir 192121,., tImd4.pampore@jk.gov.in

CORRIGENDUM / AMENDMENT-03

Subject: Amendments to e-NIT for “Augmentation of Grid Sub Station
Zainakote from 220/132 KV, 450 MVA to 220/132 KV, 780 MVA by
replacing old aged 06 Nos 50 MVA,220/132 KV Auto Transformers
(CG Make) by 06 Nos 220/132/11KV 105 MVA +01x105 MVA Spare
Auto transformers including allied works. (Srinagar, Kashmir UT
of J&K)

Ref: 1. This office e-NIT No: TLMD-IV/e-NIT/16 of 2025-26, Dated:-
12-03-2026

The following amendments to the Standard Bidding Document (SBD) is hereby
issued:

1. CLAUSE-20.1 Technical Parameters of Power Transformer.

Please read “....the make of OLTC shall be MR Germany/CTR/Easun MR....”
instead of “....the make of OLTC shall be MR Germany/CTR....”

2. CLAUSE-21.7 Technical Parameters of Power Transformer.

Please read “....the Tan Delta of Bushing shall be less than 0.5%....” instead of
“.....the Tan Delta of Bushing shall be less than 0.25%....”

3. CLAUSE 1.7.6: Flux density.

Please read “....the maximum flux density in any part of the core and yoke at
rated MVA, Voltage and frequency shall not exceed 1.5 Tesla and under 10%
continuous overvoltage condition it does not exceed 1.65 Tesla at any tap
position....” instead of “...the maximum flux density in any part of the core
and yoke at rated MVA, Voltage and frequency shall not exceed 1.5 Tesla
and under 10% continuous overvoltage condition it does not exceed 1.70
Tesla at any tap position.....”

All other terms and conditions of the e-NITs shall remain unchanged.
No: TLMD-1V/487-92

Date: 08-05-2026
DIPL-NB-425/26 - DATE 09 MAY 2026

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
TLMD-IV, Pampore
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INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE

Gill, Rashid star as ruthless
GT make short work of RR

One batted with quiet authority, the
other bowled with enough tricks up
his sleeve as Gujarat win by 77 runs

SYNOPSIS: Shubman
Gill’s 84 powers GT to
229/4, before Rashid
Khan weaves his magic
with figures of 4/33.

Sriram Veera
Mumbai, May 9

GUJARAT TITANS beat Rajas-
than Royals by 77 runs in Jaipur
on Friday night to move to sec-
ond spot on the IPL table but
equal with leaders Sunrisers
Hyderabad on points — both
on 14 points. Rajasthan’s stand-
in captain Yashasvi Jaiswal
won the toss and chose to bowl.
GT gave him 229 to chase.
Shubman Gill made 84. Rashid
Khan took four wickets. Wash-
ington Sundar'sunbeaten 37 off
20 pushed the total from 185 to
229. Rajasthan, missing Riyan
Parag with a hamstring injury,
were never in the chase —
bundled out for 152 in 16.3
overs. For RR, a fifth defeat in
their last six leaves them fifth
on the table, their playoffs place
no longer secure.

Gill, unhurried

Shubman Gill scored one
run off his first five balls. Sai
Sudharsan was already in flow
at the other end, and Gill
watched. When Archer came
back in the fourth over, Gill
punched him through cover for
four, then lofted one back over
long-off, holding the pose. Fif-
teen off the over. Then fifteen
more off Archer's next. In the
eighth, scrambling forarun, he
landed awkwardly on his left
ankle. The physio came on,
spray applied, and he batted on.
When his fifty arrived in the

eIPLtable
[Teams|M W L [PTS |
ISRH |1 7 4 |14
6T (m 7 4 |14 |
[PBKS [10[6 [3 [13
'RCB (10 6 4 |12 |
[RR— [ 6 [5 [12
CSK (10 '5 5 |10 |
KR [10 4 |5 |9
Ioc [ |4 |7 |8 |
M |10 3 7 |6
16 (103 7 |6 |

M: MATCH; W: WIN; L:LOSS; PTS: POINTS;

tenth over — knocked gently to
long-on — there was no celebra-
tion. Just a glove change. Their
sixth century opening stand
came and went, equalling
Warner-Dhawan and Head-Ab-
hishek for the most in IPL his-
tory. When Jadeja returned in
the eleventh, Gill danced down
and carved one over extracovet,
then gotdown onone knee and
hacked the next to deep mid-
wicket, where Shimron Het-
myer palmed it over the fence.
He went for 84 off 44, trying to
scoop Brijesh over shortfineleg
—thetiming gone, Tushar run-
ningbackto take it cleanly over
his shoulder. Washington Sun-
dar finished what Gill had
started — 37 off 20 in the final
overs, GT from 185 t0 229.

Short-ball effective

Gujarat Titans had posted
229.Rajasthan Royals needed to
chase at pace. Vaibhav Soorya-
vanshi gave them exactly that
— 36 off 16 balls, striking at 225.
Then Siraj bowled him a short
ball head-high at 146.6kph,
climbing through from middle-

Rashid Khan (C) celebrates after taking a wicket against Rajasthan Royals on Saturday. RoHIT PARAS JAIN

stump line. Sooryavanshi
couldn't free his arms, the top
edge went straight up, Arshad
Khan took it at short fine.

Three balls later, Rabada —
152.1kph, angling across Jais-
wal's body, chest-high. Jaiswal
spliced it, Sindhu ran in from
extra cover. Two wickets, two
short balls, inside five overs.
Jurelhad watched both dismis-
sals and arrived with a plan —
pulled the first short ball for six,
sliced the next through cover
for four. 22 off seven balls. Ra-
bada came back for Hetmyer
with something different —
under 130kph, slower, cutting
away.

Hetmyer miscued, Holder
waited at mid-on. The short ball
had done two. The slower one
did another. Rabada had op-
tions. Asked afterwards about
bowling to a 14-year-old Vaib-
hav striking at 225, he laughed
first. Then: "I guess what
worked for 11 years will con-
tinue to work, right? Loads of
hard work before the game, bit
of analysis — but otherwise it's

same old, same old."

Rashid’s four

Rashid came into this IPL
having spent the off-season ask-
ing himself a question. "Like,
okay, what's wrong now? What's
the thing I'm missing?" The
answer, he found, was rhythm
— the ability to modulate pace,
to bowl with full energy from
start to finish. His back, oper-
ated on in 2023, had made him
cautious. "When I came back, I
was very, very careful with my
back. That affected my bowling
action and release and every-
thing." So he took two months,
focused on his core, rebuilt. "I
gave myselfa couple of months
after thelastIPL and focused on
my fitness. That's something
which can improve and does
allow my body to bowl with the
full rhythm.”

On Friday eveningin Jaipur,
the rhythm was back. Dhruv
Jurel had made 24 off ten balls,
Siraj's short-ball plan dis-
mantled in one over. Then the
strategic timeout came and Ra-

shid came on. Firstball to Jurel:
a googly. Jurel backed away to
cut, missed, off-stump dis-
turbed. Two balls later, Rashid
bowled Donovan Ferreira with
a leg-break that spun the other
way — forward, expecting turn
in, beaten by turn away, middle
and off flattened. Two wickets
in three balls, two entirely dif-
ferent deliveries.

He wasn't done. Shubham

Dubey swung at a full ball on
leg, lost shape, leg-break
sneaked back in, off-stump
gone. Then Jadeja swept him
for six — down on one knee,
read the toss perfectly. Next ball,
the straighter one, dinking in
just enough. Jadeja's bat came
outside theline. Plumb. Holder
mopped up the tail —Shanaka,
Archer, Deshpande — with 3/12
from 2.3 overs. RR were all out
for152.
BRIEF SCORES: GT 229/4 in 20
overs (Shubman 84, Sudhar-
san 55; Brijesh 2/47) beat RR
152 all outin16.2 overs (Jadeja
38, Vaibhav 36; Rashid 4/33,
Holder 3/12) by 77 runs

As DC slip further, Axar focuses on next year’s reboot

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 9

WITH THEIR fourth loss in a
row, an eight-wicket drubbing
at the hands of Kolkata Knight
Riders, Delhi Capitals now find
themselves in eighth place on
the points table with as many
points from 11 matches. With
only a mathematical chance of
qualifying for the playofTs, rely-
ingon other results and permu-
tations to go their way, Delhi is
staring at a deeply disappoint-
ing IPL campaign.

Captain Axar Patel admitted
thattheteamhasalongjourney
ahead and said they would
begin thinking about plans for
next year, including what
changes can be made.

“For now, we'll go back and

Yashasvi, Shafali

served notice by
NADA for missing
dopetest

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 9
INDIAN CRICKETERS Ya-
shasvi Jaiswal and Shafali
Verma have been issued no-
tices by the National Anti-Dop-
ing Agency (NADA) for not
being available for scheduled
dope tests last year, leading to
their first whereabouts failure.
It is reliably learnt that the
two players, who are a part of
the NADA's Registered Test-
ing Pool (RTP), did not explain
the reasons for the missed
tests, leading to the notices.
"Notices have beenissuedto
the concerned athletes, and the
same has been intimated to the
national federation (the BCCI)
and the ICC," a well-placed
source told PTI even though
NADA declined comment citing
confidentiality of the procedure.
On being contacted, a BCCI
source also confirmed the de-
velopment. "Yes, we have re-
ceived notification from NADA
on missed tests. We will check
with them as to how it hap-
pened, and will take necessary

steps.”
e B

think about the mistakes we
made. After that, obviously
there’s still a long journey
ahead, and next year will come
too. So we’ll think about what
plans we can make for next year
and what approach we should
take. Based on that, we can also
look at the playerssittingon the
bench and decide who can be
given opportunities and what
changes we can make,” Patel
said in the post-match presen-
tation.

Atthestart of the IPL season,
Delhi Capitals had three wins
from their first five games, but
the Axar Patel-led side has man-
aged only one win in their last
six matches. The team, which
was bundled out for 75 runs
against Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru last month, has since lost

e

DC skipper Axar Patel is having
a poor season. CREIMAS FOR BCCI

to Chennai Super Kings while
batting first before Friday’s de-
feat and once again lost batting
first against Kolkata Knight

Riders.

Skipper Axar Patel hasso far
scored only 44 runs in 11
matches while taking ten
wickets at an average of 29.10.
Former Indian all-rounder Irfan
Pathan had earlier spoken
about Patel holding himself
back with the ball, suggesting
the all-rounder could bowl
more in the powerplay.

“Look, when the perform-
ancesdon’t happen, you always
look towards the captain, right?
Axar Patel, who has been lead-
ing the side this season, isin a
similar boat. One thing I have
felt is that sometimes while
leading the side, he is holding
himselfbackwith the ball. He is
the kind of bowler who can
regularly bowl in the power-
play,” Pathan had said.

On Friday, Delhi could only
post 142 for 8 after batting first.
Kolkata Knight Riders chased
down the target in 14.2 overs.
Patel admitted that both batting
and bowlinglet the team down.

“I think the runs were defi-
nitely below par, and at the
same time, the spinners made
quite a few mistakes. Looking at
the way the pitch behaved, I feel
the spinners did make errors.
But at the same time, if you no-
tice, we lost five wickets in two
orthree overs, andIthinkthat’s
where the momentum slipped
away from us. That’s probably
something we need to think
about because the same thing
happened against CSK. We
started well, and then suddenly
wickets kept falling,” Patel said
inthe post-match presentation.

Who let them in? The mystery
around the strangers who
sneaked into IPL’s dugout

Sandeep Dwivedi

‘IF YOUR b*&#@&ds can’t join
their two hands, then what can
I do?’ This was the South Afri-
can captain Hansie Cronje ex-
plaining to bookie Sanjeev
Chawlawhy he couldn’t deliver
ontheir match-fixing deal after
a game in the infamous 2000
India-South Africa series. It was
that ODI where Herschelle
Gibbs was to score below 20 but
ended up hitting much more.

Hansie, to save face, was
blaming the Indian fielders for
dropping catches. He was im-
plying that Gibbs had done his
bitand had he been caught, the
match would take the course
the syndicate had decided.
Neither knew Delhi Police were
tapping their phones.

More than two decades
later, retired cop Pradeep Sri-
vastava — who worked the
Cronje case as a young DCP —
repeatstheline and chuckles at
“b”@#&_ds”.

This was a few years back,
when a group of Express re-
porters, working on Chawla’s
profile after he was forced tore-
turn to India from London, had
been invited by Srivastava to his
home. It was early evening.

The frame of the relaxed ex-
cop, sitting in the living room
that had some signs of a child’s
recent birthday, was endearing.
Bright lights, balloons and
buntings weren’t the ideal
backdrop for a chat about
cricket’s ugly chapter.

His words would get em-
bedded in the mind. In the
years to come, it would be a
seed of doubt that would in-
stantly germinate at the sight of
a pro-fielder dropping a catch
that even an amateur could
hold blindfolded.

Worrying signs

This season, the IPL has
presented that worrying sight
way too often. Dropped catches
areasold asthegame, eventhe
sharpest spill sitters. But when
the BCCI secretary flags the
presence of unauthorized per-
sons in team hotels, franchise
buses and even the dugout, the
memories of the evening with
Mr Srivastava are refreshed.

“There are unauthorised
persons travelling in the team
bus. There are unauthorised
persons in team hotels, and
there are some unauthorised
persons in the dugout area...
Some people have been spotted
in places where they are not
supposed tobe,” BCCI secretary
Devajit Saikia told this news-
papetr.

He added that norms have
been in place since 2008 but
“people are becoming casual”
and there will be no leniency
for violations.

The IPL has reached the
business end, the play-offs are
round the corner.

How long have these illegal
trespassers been around? Why
were they allowed and what
were they up to? Such ques-

e CSK’S SPIN MAESTRO

Dhoni, Sriram and fixing Noor’s broken wrist spin

VenkataKrishna B
Chennai, May 9

WHEN NOOR Ahmad runs in
to bowl during CSK's net
sessions at Chepauk, MS Dhoni
steps out of the dressing room.
Hewalkstotheback of the nets,
stands there, watches. A word
here and there — the same
quiet presence he maintainsin
the middle of matches, stand-
ing up to the stumps, making
small adjustments with his
hands. For Noor, it has been a
constant these past weeks. It
has also been necessary.

Noor arrived in Chennai not
inthebest of form. Hehad gone
nearly three months without a
wicket. The problem had a
name —the same problem that
had surfaced in 2021, when an
arm injury forced him to rely
excessively on his googly be-
cause bowling leg-breaks
caused pain.

Fiveyearson, theinjury was
gone but the habit had stayed.
Over-exposure to T20 cricket
through ayear of globe-trotting
had done the same damage
more slowly. The googly had
become the stock delivery. And
when the googly is your stock

| delivery, you stop attacking the
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Noor Ahmad has taken eleven wickets in ten matches for CSK . creivas

stumps. You offer width.
Batsmen find the arc and swing
throughit.

In Noor's first three IPL
matches, that is exactly what
happened. Wicketless, expens-
ive, searching. It was Dhoni and
bowling coach Sridharan Sri-
ram who began the repair. "MS
had alongchatwith himinone
ofthe practice sessions, getting
hisleg-breaktogo.Ithinkitwas
very helpful for him," Sriram
said. But a chat was not going
to be enough. The leg-break
had to become a muscle mem-

oryagain. The run-up hadtobe
sorted. Therevsontheball had
to come back.

Good rhythm

Sriram describes what
changed. "His rhythm is pretty
good. He's sorted his run-up
yards. He's more consistent
with his run-up speeds. He's
putting more revs on the ball
and he'sbowling more percen-
tage of leg-spins. He has made
some minor adjustments and
that's something working for
him really well. And he's attack-

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

ing the stumps a lot more.”

Watch the run-up and the
adjustments become visible.
Noor starts hisapproach at a di-
agonal, so that by the time he
reaches the crease his hip has
already rotated into the de-
livery — not just the shoulders
doing the work, but the hips
too, which is where wrist-
spinners find their revs. The
leg-break is turning more than
it was. The ball is asking ques-
tions it wasn't asking in those
first three matches.

Since picking up his first
wicket of the season against
Delhi Capitals in CSK's second
home fixture, Noor has taken
nine wickets in six matches.
Chennai have won four of
those. In the middle overs, his
four-over spells have been the
choke — against Mumbai In-
dians and Delhi in the last
match, he squeezed both in-
nings to the point where re-
covery became impossible.

Top wicket-taker

He is now back in the top
ten wicket-takersin the tourna-
ment, alongside his compatriot
Allah Ghazanfar and his idol
Rashid Khan — the bowler
whose action Noor has spent

years mirroring, left-hand ver-
sion. Like Rashid, he is quick
through the air, altering his
pace subtly enough that vari-
ations become difficult to de-
code until the ball has already
left the hand. ""Whenever I
have questions, or want to chat,
or need to share with someone,
Rashid isthe first person for me
to go to," Noor has said in the
past. "I try not to think too
much about bowling, but
whenever I have something
that I must share, I share with
him." Paired with Akeal Hosein
— acontrasting spinner, slower
through the air — the two give
CSK something different in
each hand.

CSK need to win at least
three of their four remaining
fixtures to make the playoffs.
The surfaces are tiring, scoring
rates are dipping, conditions
areshifting. On Sunday at Che-
pauk, under covers after unsea-
sonal rain, they face Lucknow
Super Giants. The pitch will do
something.

Dhoni will stand behind the
nets one more time before the
game. Noor will run in at a di-
agonal, hipsrotating, leg-break
loaded. He knows what to do
with it now.

Fans during the 2026 Indian Premier League match. creivas ForBccl

Inthesedays of no-
holds-barred
batting and
throwing caution to
thewind, athinline
separatesthe
sublimefromthe
stupid and also the
scandalous.

tions aren’t healthy for a re-
puted league, the IPL — world
cricket’s biggest show and the
crown jewel of Indian cricket.

Small margins

Cricket in general and IPL
specifically is a sport of small
margins, many uncertainties
and countless possibilities.
Here a genuine error can easily
be confused for some grand du-
bious design. Exasperation, dis-
belief, instant derision, asmirk
and aquickcommentonthein-
tegrity of the game, and the
players follow. More sowhen an
official says that the houserules
have not been followed.

In these days of no-holds-
barred batting and throwing
caution to the wind, a thin line
separates the sublime from the
stupid and also the scandalous.
One minute you could be the
batsman with the high backlift,
graceful swingand immaculate
timing. The next moment, if
you miss the ball, you could be
awildly swinging careless bats-
man prone to throwing the
wicket. More so, when you
know the league hasn’t been
squeaky clean.

Bowlers too have it tough.
It’s a few millimetres that dis-
tinguish the perfect wide out-
side off yorker dot ball and a
glaringwide. Missing this tight
target more than once starts the
whispers.

Again, more so when you
know that the gate-keepers
have been lax and teams have
been too casual in followingthe
norm and guidelines.

Every major cricket contro-
versy that brought serious dis-
repute to the game has had the
role of those who snuckintothe

forbidden zones. The 2013 spot-
fixing IPL scandal had bookies
sharing the hotel room with the
players. This is from the police
chargesheet.

Mixed company

Backin the day, the team-
mates of those facing fixing
charges spoke of them regu-
larly in mixed company at odd
hours. Most would look the
other way or be cynical about
the state of affairs.

Some would even be in awe
of their playboy image. The
whip didn’t crack, till it was too
late. And within a few years, it
was once again an open house.
Businessmen and women,
agents and hangers-on were
back in the hotel lobby. There
were luxury cars waiting out-
side, ready to take to the temp-
tations with possible booby
traps. Afewyearsback, the ICC
made Zimbabwe’s Brendan
Taylor’s hearing about his
match-fixing case public. The
story goes that Taylor would
meet an Indian businessman,
who would offer him the world.
A place in the Afghanistan
league and subsequently
$15,000 for fixing games.

A month later, the business-
man funded Taylor’s three
nights and four days trip to
India. This time he wanted Tay-
lor to dowhat they wanted in a
T20 tournament. The Zimbab-
wean player said he had in-
itially said no to the offer but
what made him change his
mind was a compromising
video of him that the business-
man had shot. He also men-
tions an evening of cocaine
consumption.

The rare BCCI acknowl-
edgement of undeserving and
unaccredited persons strolling
around the dugout is serious.
Hansie’s ‘If your b*&#@&ds
can’tjointheirtwohands, then
what can1do?’ isaloaded line.

Itis an indictment of those
greasy palms but not fair on
those with genuine butter
fingers. Such doubts aren’t
good for the IPL — it is optics
and perception that decide the
reputation and legacy of an
event.

Pakistan claw back

after Abbas’s fifer

Associated Press
Dhaka, May 9

PAKISTAN CLAWED backinto
the first cricket test against
Bangladesh on stellar perform-
ances by pacer Mohammad
Abbas and opener Azan Awais.

Bangladesh began Day 2 at
301-4 and tried to extend its
domination, but Abbas' sensa-
tional 5-92 dismissed the hosts
for 413. Azan, who made hisin-
ternational debut with this
match, hit an unbeaten 85 to
steer Pakistan to 179-1 at
stumps on Saturday. Fellow
debutant Abdullah Fazal was
on37.

Azan and his senior open-
ing partner Imam-ul-Haq
showed resolve in negatingthe
early threat of Bangladesh
pacers and put on a century
stand. Offspinner Mehidy
Hasan gave Bangladesh the
only success by trapping
Imam-ul-Haque leg-before for
45, ending the 106-run opening
stand. Fazal, also playing first
international match, initially
struggled against the pacers.

But when he broke the
deadlock in 19th delivery, his
first scoring shot was a bound-

ary through a fierce cut over
point region.

He then negotiated Bangla-
desh bowlers with ease. But Ta-
skin Ahmed created a chance
when Fazal poked a wide de-
livery to gully where Shadman
Islam failed to hold onto the
catch. Abbas was instrumental
indenying Bangladesh's control,
bowling relentlessly outside the
off stump to induce mistakes
early in the morning session.

Mushfiqur Rahim, who
began the day at 48, nudged
Shaheen Shah Afridi for a
single in the third over of the
morning to raise his fifty from
114 balls. The milestone
marked his 42nd fifty-plus
score in tests, the most by a
Bangladesh batter, surpassing
Tamim Igbal's tally of 41.

He and Litton Das appeared

settotake Bangladesh in strong
position before Abbas pro-
duced a beauty to dismiss the
latter for 33, ending 62-run
third wicket stand.
BRIEF SCORES: Pakistan 179/1
in46 overs (Awais 85notout,,
Miraz 1/37) trail Bangladesh
413 all-out (Shanto 101, Momi-
nul 91; Abbas 5/92, Afridi 3/113)
by 234 runs
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Pole vault controversy pushes Railway

Sports Ministry intervenes, athletes
may soon get smoother train transit

Dheeraj Mishra &
Nihal Koshie
New Delhi, May 9

RECOGNISING THE hardships
faced by sportspeople during
train travel, the Indian Rail-
ways will set a sports equip-
ment policy that spells out how
sports goods can be trans-
ported, The Indian Express
understands.

Following last week's inci-
dent at Rajahmundry station,
where poles tied to the window
grill were offloaded as pole
vault athletes were travelling
from Bhubaneswar to Salem
after a competition, the rail-
ways have asked ticket-check-
ing staff to be mindful of the
plight of sportspeople on trains.

Inaletter dated May 8, Shiv-
raj Manaspure, a senior Divi-
sional Commercial manager of

Liverpool settles
for 1-1draw with
Chelseaamid
boos at Anfield

Reuters
Liverpool, May 9

ENZO FERNANDEZ'’S free kick
secured Chelsea a 1-1 draw
against Liverpool at Anfield on
Saturday, ending the visitors'
six-game losing run in the Pre-
mier League and earning care-
taker manager Calum MacFar-
lane a first point in charge.

Liverpool remained fourth
inthe table with 59 points from
36 games, a step closer to
Champions League qualifica-
tion, while Chelsea arein ninth
with 49 points from the same
number of matches.

Liverpool took thelead with
a wonderful strike from the
edge of the box by Ryan Gra-
venberch, but Chelsea im-
proved on their recent limp
performances and equalised
when Fernandez's set-piece
eluded everyone and nestled in
the bottom corner.

There were boosintheair at
fulltime from the Anfield faith-
ful, as well as midway through
the second half when manager
Arne Slot took off lively 17-year-
old Rio Ngumoha, replacing
him with Alexander Isakin a
move that proved unpopular.

Liverpool started the
brighter and took the lead
thanks to a fantastic strike from
Gravenberch, who cut inside
fromtheleft and curled his shot
into the net. Van Dijk should
have doubled the advantage
when he blazed over unchal-
lenged from eight meters, be-
fore Chelsea took control and
equalised before halftime.

Fernandez swung in a low
freekick fromtheright and the
ball ended up in the far corner
of the net, Liverpool goalkeeper
Giorgi Mamardashvili seem-
ingly put off by a fresh air shot
from Chelsea defender Wesley
Fofana asthelatter went for the
ball but missed.

the Central Railway, advised
ticket-checking stafftoadopta
'considerate approach' towards
sportspeople and their equip-
ment, asking them to be 'polite
and courteous'.

The Railway Sports Promo-
tion Board (RSPB) and the In-
dian Railway Traffic Depart-
ment, which oversees freight
and passenger movement,
have been in talks with the
sports ministry over the past
two months to understand the
extent of the issue and the type
and dimensions of the equip-
ment, including poles that
measure up to 5.20 metres, ar-
rows used in archery and row-
ing equipment, among others.

InJanuary this year, former
national record holder Dev
Meena and his coach were
fined for carrying pole vaults
before boarding the train atthe

Panvel railway station. Meena
was travelling with the current
national record holder, Kul-
deep Kumar, after participating
in the Inter-University Cham-
pionships in Mangaluru.

The Indian Express under-
stands that sports minister
Mansukh Mandaviya, taking
note of Meena and Kumatr's or-
deal, reached out to the Minis-
try of Railways to highlight the
need for a policy on transpor-
ting sports equipment. "Follow-
ing an earlier incident at the
start of the year, of pole vault
athletes having difficulty in
boarding a train with their
equipment, the sports ministry
had asked the railway ministry
to find a solution. The sports
ministry is hopeful that rules
for transporting sports equip-
ment will be notified soon," a
sports ministry source told The
Indian Express on Saturday.

Arailway official confirmed
that they were working closely
with the sports ministry. "The
issue of carrying sports equip-
ment has come to the attention

GRAND CHESS TOUR 2026

Flashes of promise but Gukesh
endures another middling outing

The youngest world champion
showed improvement in rapid chess,
though recurring blitz troubles
denied him a stronger finish

Mayank Chaudhary
New Delhi, May 9

THE LIFE of aworld champion
ishardly straightforward. Hav-
ing achieved the ultimate glory
once, there is a perennial need
to match that standard, with
theworld's eyes watching every
move and noting every mis-
take. D Gukesh, the youngest
world chess champion, knows
this feeling all too well.

Nearly 17 months into his
World Championship triumph
over China's DingLiren, the 18-
year-old is still searching for his
first tournament win since that
high of Singapore. Not that it di-
rectly defines his calibre, but
Saturday marked the end of
another event where a chance
slipped by, as Gukesh delivered
yet another middling perform-
ance to finish in the middle of
the pack. The first event of the
Grand Chess Tour 2026, Super
Rapid & Blitz Poland, saw Gu-
kesh end his campaign in sixth
place with 17 combined points
from nine rounds of rapid and
18 gruelling blitz rounds.

While shorter time controls
have never been his strong suit,
the performance in Warsaw
certainly signals Gukesh's de-
sire to shed that tag and evolve
into a more well-rounded
player. After a creditable tied-
fourth finish following the
rapid portion, where he se-
cured nine points from three
wins, three losses and as many
draws, things expectedly be-

came harder for Gukesh to
navigate in the shortest format.
He won six games, drew four
and lost eight in 18 blitz rounds
toaccumulate eight points, fin-
ishing sixth among 10 players.

Gukesh's second day of the
blitzevent was asidentical asit
could be to his first. Just as the
opening nine blitz rounds saw
him win three, draw two and
lose four, the final nine blitz
games produced the exact
same results.

He also completed doubles
over eventual champion Hans
Niemann, Wesley So and Jan-
Krzysztof Duda, having beaten
the same players on Friday.

As far as his battle against
his challenger to the throne, Ja-
vokhir Sindarov, is concerned,
Gukesh handed theedgetothe
Uzbek after losing to him again
in the reverse blitz match-up.
Having beaten him in the
rapid section, which prompted
an uncharacteristic fist-pump-
ing celebration from Gukesh,
hethenlost both blitz gamesto
his rival. It was a slow death for
Gukesh's ideas against Sinda-
rov in the Ruy Lopez game,
where the Indian was wielding
the white pieces.

Cramped for space in the
middlegame and facing a se-
vere time crunch, Gukesh
allowed an exchange of queens
before making an array of
questionable moves under
mounting time pressure. This
resulted in him losing a pawn
first, then another, before
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Kavinraja, the U20 Federation
Cup champion, with his poles at
arailway station. ExPRess

of the railway administration.
Proactive actionisbeingtaken.
Because it is a sports-related
issue, the railways are in touch
with the sports ministry to ad-
dress policy issues and had to
get details like the equipment
size, what kind of equipment,
etc," a railway official said.
The latest episode of ten-
sion between pole vaultersand
railway staff occurred in Raja-
mundhry. Five athletes were
travelling with eight poles
when the Railway Police Force
personnel cut the ropes secur-

stodr

aft equipment policy

ing the poles to the window
grills. Kavinraja, the reigning
U20 Federation Cup, had to
jump off the moving train to
pickup the poles, which cost Rs
11lakh each.

The Athletics Federation of
India spokesperson and World
Athletics vice president Adille
Sumariwalla said the feder-
ation was in touch with the
sports ministry and the Sports
Authority of India (SAI) about
sports equipment and rail
travel for athletes. "Yes, we are
working on it through the Min-
istry of Sports and Youth Affairs
and the Sports Authority of
India. All equipment, includ-
ing throwing equipment," Su-
mariwalla told this paper on
Saturday.

Manaspure, the senior Divi-
sional Commercial manager of
the Central Railway, said in a
letter dated May 8 that ticket-
checking staff must adopt a
'considerate approach' when it
comes to sportspeople and
their equipment.

"It has been observed that

sportspersons frequently travel
by train while carrying sports
equipment of large size and di-
mensions, such as kits, bags,
poles, specialised gear etc., for
participation in National and
state level championships. In
this regard, all are advised to
maintain a polite, courteous
and considerate approach
while dealing with such pas-
sengers. Their equipment,
though bulky, is essential for
participation in the competi-
tions and should be handled
with understanding. While en-
suring compliance with railway
rules regarding luggage, staff
must avoid rude behaviour or
harassment. Special care
should be taken to uphold the
image of Indian Railways as a
passenger-friendly organisa-
tion," the letter mentioned.

In March, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation issued a circular
which mentioned that 'carriage
of sports equipment and musi-
cal instruments are to be facili-
tated in a transparent and pas-
senger-friendly manner'.

D Gukesh finished the Super Rapid & Blitz, Poland, in sixth place with 17 points. LENNART 0OTES/GCT

Having beaten him
(Sindarov)inthe
rapid section, which
promptedan
uncharacteristic
celebrationfrom
Gukesh, hethenlost
bothblitzgamesto
hisrival

eventually resigning from a
hopeless position.

Advantage Sindarov?

While points-wise, Gukesh
and Sindarov are tied at two
wins each at this event, given
that a rapid win gives double
the points of a blitz win, but on
facevalue, Sindarov has gained
the upper hand over the Indian.

Sindarov has made one
thing clear: he is not here to

make a new friend, and he cer-
tainly does not want to think
too far ahead, especially with
his upcoming world cham-
pionship game in mind.

When pressed hard by the
organisers to speak about his
feelings on playing Gukesh at
the event, Sindarov said, "I
don't want to think a lot that I
am playing against a World
Champion. I'm just trying to
focus on every game and to
play against world's best
players and I will try to play
good chess and don't think
about everything because you
can go crazy if you think of this
alot of stuff."

When asked if he considers
Gukesh a friend, Sindarov re-
plied, "Thave alot of friends.I'm
a very friendly guy, but I have
never spoken with Gukesh. I
have friends from India... Arjun
(Erigaisi), Nihal (Sarin)... I
mean, I'm very good friends

e COACH UNDERPLAYS INCIDENT

Clasico tonight, Real reels from players’ fight aftermath

Associated Press
Barcelona, May 9

REAL MADRID coach Alvaro
Arbeloa has defended players
Federico Valverde and Aurelien
Tchouameni on the eve of the
Clasico, saying their apologies
for having scuffled were
enough to settle the incident
that led the club to fine both of
them a whopping 500,000
euros ($590,000).

"My players recognized
their mistake, expressed their
remorse and asked for forgive-
ness," Arbeloa told reportersin
Madrid on Saturday in his first
public appearance since the
fight. "That is enough for me,"
hesaid. "WhatIamnot going to
doisburnthemonapyreina
town square, because they
don't deserve that. It is time to
turn the page."

The tussle by the two mid-
fielders when Madrid practiced
on Thursday ended with Val-
verde at the hospital to treat a
head wound. Valverde said he
had hit his head on a table, cal-
ling the incident "a meaning-
less fight." Madrid said both
players apologized to one

Federico Valverde (R) and Aurelien Tchouameni were involvedina
fight during a training session ahead of Sunday’s El Clasico. ap

another the next day when they
met with club officials investi-
gating the incident. They also
apologized to their teammates,
coachingstaff and fans.

The 15-time European
champion, however, found the
spataserious enough breach of
team discipline to slap the
players with fines that bite even
the bank account of a top soccer
player.

Arbeloa said he was satis-
fied with how the club had
handled the situation, while
also adding that he had seen

worse behavior in his playing
career as a defender, which in-
cluded Madrid, Liverpool, West
Ham and Spain's national
team.

"I had a teammate that hit
another with a golf club," he
said, without giving any more
detail. "Situationslike this have
always happened, but Iam not
justifying them." During Arbe-
loa's playing days at Liverpool,
teammates Craig Bellamy and
John Arne Riise were involved
in an incident in which Bel-
lamy hit Riise with a golf club

Thetussle by thetwo
midfielders when
Madrid practiced on
Thursday ended
with Valverde at the
hospitaltotreata
headwound.

prior to a Champions League
game at Barcelona in 2007.

Arbeloa's harshest words
were not for Valverde and
Tchouameni, but rather for
whoever it was who told the
media about the fight. It was
first reported by Spanish sports
daily Marca. "That what
happens in the changing room
ends up being filtered (to the
media) for me is a betrayal of
Real Madrid," he said. "These
things must stay in the chang-
ingroom."

Madrid is facing a second
straight season without a major
trophy, despite having France
star Kylian Mbappe on the
squad. The 43-year-old Arbeloa
has only been in charge since
January when he was pro-
moted from Madrid's reserve

team to substitute the fired
Xabi Alonso. It would be a
major shock if he is not re-
placed after the season given
the inconsistent play of his star-
studded side.

Arbeloa now has the diffi-
cult task of rallying his players
for agame at fierce rival Barce-
lona on Sunday. Only a win by
Madrid can stop Barcelona
from clinching a second
straight La Liga title, and even
then it would likely just delay a
title celebration by Barcelona
with the Catalan club 11 points
ahead of Madrid with four
games left. "ThereisnodoubtI
have to take the responsibility
for the fact that we have not
risen to the challenge this sea-
son," Arbeloa said. "It is clear
that feelings of frustration and
anger can push you into situ-
ations that you don't desire. But
now we must focus on (Sun-
day's) game." Tchouameni will
be in Madrid's squad for the
clasico, Arbeloasaid, while Val-
verde is on medical leave re-
covering from his head injury.

Barcelonavs Real

Madrid, 12.30 am (Mon),

Live on Fancode

with them, but I have never
spoken with Gukesh. We only
have talked about the game,
nottoo much," he said to the of-
ficial broadcasters.

For Niemann, his chess fi-
nally "spoke for itself." The
flamboyant American margin-
ally defeated compatriot
Fabiano Caruana and Wesley
So to clinch the title. Caruana
chased him ferociously, re-
maining unbeaten in the last
eight rounds and winningsix of
those to gain seven pointsin
that period. He constantly kept
Niemann on his toes, bringing
out the best in his competitor.

Niemann delivered under
pressure, winning his final two
rounds against local players
Duda and Radoslaw Wojtaszek
to seal the title by the barest of
margins. He finished with 22.5
points, halfa point ahead of Ca-
ruana, towin hismaiden Grand
Chess Tour event.

*BRIEFLY

Bank account frozen,
Odisha chess body fails
to pay prize money

Mayank Chaudhary
New Delhi, May 9

ARJUNA AWARDEE Grand-
master Abhijeet Gupta has ex-
pressed frustration over unpaid
prize money for the Odisha
Open title he won earlier this
year. The 16th International
Grandmaster Chess Festival,
organised by the All Odisha
Chess Association (AOCA), was
held in Bhubaneswar from Ja-
nuary 16 to 24.

The five-time Common-
wealth gold medallist won the
Category 'A' event with a score
of 8.0/10, which carried a prom-
ised prize of Rs 5.5 1akh.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Gupta said: "The event
got over around 24th-25th Ja-
nuary. As the winner of the
tournament, I was assured by
the organiser that the transfer
of the prize money would be
done within a couple of weeks.
When that didn't happen, I
tried to chase them. They asked
for some more time, and after-
wards, they completely
stopped responding alto-
gether," he added.

The Indian Express has
learnt that not only Gupta's Rs
5.5 lakh prize money, but the
entire Rs 45 lakh prize fund of
the Odisha Open remains un-
paid by the organisers. Addi-
tionally, volunteers, arbiters
and caterers are yet to be paid,
as are appearance fees for a se-
lect few top Grandmasters.

The AOCA is currently
going through an internal dis-
pute, with the federation presi-
dent and secretary turning
against each other.

Chief organiser of the
Odisha Open and General Sec-
retary of AOCA, Debabrata
Bhatta, has blamed federation
president Satya Ranjan
Pattnaik for the crisis. Accord-
ing to Bhatta, the association's
bank account has been frozen
by Pattnaik, which resulted in
the non-payment of prize
money. Bhatta has been ac-
cused by Pattnaik of financial
wrongdoings.

"I am trying to resolve this
issue but my hands are tied as
the case is ongoing in the
Odisha High Court. Till the ac-
counts are frozen, I can't do
anything," Bhatta told The In-
dian Express.

Pattnaik, however, claimed
that it was Bhatta's mistakes
and ignorance whichled tothe
entire mess.

"There was no fund to or-
ganise thisevent. Even after re-
peated warnings from me, they
didn't listen and went on to
conduct this tournament with
lack of enough funds. Bhatta
said he will give from his own
pocket and created ruckus,"
Pattnaik told this newspaper.

Pattnaik, as AOCA presi-
dent, initiated an inquiry and
passed an order to suspend
Bhattain February 2026 during
the Executive Committee
Meeting for his failure to pro-
vide audited reports for the fi-
nancial years 2024-25 and 2025-
26. According to Pattnaik,
Bhatta ignored the suspension
and went on to conduct a Gen-
eral Body meeting in March

Not just Abhijeet Gupta's Rs 5.5
lakh, but the entire Rs 45 lakh
prize fund is unpaid. ExPRESS

where he had Pattnaik re-
moved from his position of
president. Pattnaik also
claimed thatifhe unfreezesthe
association account, Bhatta will
not pay the players their due
prize money. Instead, he said,
Bhatta would take the money
for his own use.

Guptaalso expressed disap-
pointment with the All India
Chess Federation (AICF), which
he blamed for being ignorant
and failingtostepinat theright
time. "Sothey have been having
some problems in the state as-
sociation for awhile. But it was
there beforehand itself. It was
not like some association prob-
lem was happening during the
tournament or after the event,"
hesaid. "But my point s, if AICF
is affiliating this tournament,
then they should check it be-
forehand. They should have
certainlegal documents stating
whether they have a financial
guarantee or not."

No support

Guptasaid he did reach out
to the AICF for help, but after
multiple failed attempts to get
any support, he was forced to
seek intervention from the
Sports Ministry.

"I kindly request the Minis-
try of Youth Affairs and Sports
tolookinto this matter and help
ensure that players receive
their rightful prize money with
transparency and accountabil-
ity," the 36-year-old wrote on X.
"This is not just about one un-
paid prize. Itis about protecting
the dignity and trust of every
chess player in India."

Following Gupta's outburst,
AICF president Nitin Narang
reached outto him and assured
him that necessary action
would be taken. Speaking to
this newspaper, Narangsaid he
has spoken with Gupta and that
the matter will be resolved as
soon as possible. While Gupta
acknowledged that the unpaid
prize money is still manageable
for him personally, he noted
that many other families, es-
pecially parents of young chess
players, have reached out to
him over similar issues.

Apart from competing at
top-level events, Gupta also
trains several up-and-coming
players. He revealed that the
parent of a10-year-old student,
who was also owed prize
money from the same Odisha
Open, recently called him to
ask if there had been any up-
date. "If a young boy or a girl
winaprize, and even thatis not
being paid, it actually feels
painful. Why would anybody
take up such a sport if things
like this happen.”

DENMARK

DaMIBOD

Sahil Jadhav defeated Denmark’s Martin Damsbo. WORLD ARCHERY

Archer Jadhav wins maiden
World Cup medal, abronze

REIGNING WORLD Univer-
sity Games champion Sahil
Jadhav clinched his maiden
Archery World Cup medal
in only his second appear-
ance on the global circuit,
winningabronzeinthe
compound men's event of
the Stage 2. The 25-year-old
defeated Denmark veteran
player-cum-coach Martin
Damsbo 147-144 in the
bronze medal playoffto se-
cureIndia's first medal of

the tournament. It also
marked India's final medal
inthe compound section
after none of his fellow
mates reached the medal
rounds. India, traditionally
apowerhouse in compound
team events, had endured a
disappointing campaign as
all their teams bowed out
early. Indiawill now look to
add two more medals on the
concluding day on Sunday
intherecurvesection. PTI

Bagan hold Goa

toadrawinISL

FC GOA and Mohun Bagan
Super Giant played outa
fiercely contested 1-1draw
in their Indian Super
League match here on Sat-
urday. Jamie MacLaren
(55th minute) opened the
scoring for the visitors early
in the second half, but
substitute Ronney Willson
Kharbudon (67th) struck
back shortly after to

rescue a crucial point for
the Gaurs. PTI

30 countries for
Asian lifting
ATHLETES FROM 30 coun-
tries, including several
world and Olympic medal-
ists, will participateinthe
2026 Asian Senior Weight-
lifting Championships tobe
held in Gandhinagar from
May11to 17, Indian Weight-
lifting Federation president
Sahdev Yadavsaid on Satur-
day. India's star weightlifter
and Olympic silver medalist
Saikhom Mirabai Chanu,
however, will miss the event
duetoinjury, he said. PTI
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Give them roots and wings

Motherhood may not give you awards but it certainly gives you battle
scars and memories to last a lifetime
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Ray through thelens
of Nemai Ghosh

Rinku Ghosh

S THE song Hoshiyar rehna re

nagar mein chor aavega (stay

alert or a thief could enter the

city) drifts through the Pancha-

giri Hills outside Bengaluru,
Karthik K explains why Kabir’s doha always
grounds him. “The city isametaphor for the
human body and mind, and the ‘thief’ rep-
resents all that robs a person of awareness
— ego, desire, anger, greed, illusion, pride,
distraction, even time and death itself,” says
the 22-year-old tech professional, swaying
gently before returning tostillness. For Kar-
thik, Kabir’s centuries-old verse holds a mir-
ror to his own restlessness.

Seated around him are content creators
and influencers, a young farmer, students,
an IIM graduate, foreign students on a gap-
year tour of India, retirees and solo women
travellers. Together, they form the evening
satsang at the Art of Living (AOL) ashram,
spread across 80 acres off Kanakapura Road.
It slips out unrecognised from Google maps
and opensontoaforested community of its
founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, who has advo-
cated holistic living for 45 years, much be-
fore wellness became a concept. And at a
time when publiclifeisincreasingly messed
up by noise, stress, conflict and ideological
rigidity, this retreat offers a pause button to
refocus, reset and keep the bounce.

Founded in 1981, the movement antici-
pated amodern crisis before anybody talked
about burnout, mindfulness and wellness.

LEARNING TO
EXHALE

Long before burnout, mindfulness and wellness became buzzwords, a movement
grew on the fringes of Bengaluru that anticipated a modern crisis. As The Art of
Living, established by Sri Sri Ravi Shankar turns 45, a look at the movement
and the holistic living wave that followed in its wake
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In times of perpetual outrage
and hyper-connectivity, thisis a
space without dogmaand allows
me to breathe ina community

without confrontation, engage in

healthy conversations

Itsappeal lies not in sermonising butin pres-
enting spirituality as a lived experience —
part survival toolkit, part self-development
practice. At the centre of this is Sudarshan
Kriya (su meaning good, darshan meaning
vision): a guided breathing practice that
combines rhythmic breathwork with medi-
tation. And it is accessible to believers and
non-believers alike.

“Inshort, itisabouttakingagoodlook at
yourself. When people are calmer and more
self-aware, they become less reactive and
more capable of dialogue,” says Veena P, an
electrical engineer, wholeft a high-pressure
life in the US to become an Art of Living
teacher. “Material saturation makes you
empty, you are still seeking purpose,” she
reasons. Itisn’t just about teaching medita-
tion; the foundation runs regular schools
with mainstream courses. “Our founda-
tional disciplineis of helping children align
with nature, be conscionable and build an
inclusive community,” adds Veena. While
city schools are not free, around 1,350 of
them in remote areas are.

Education is also the basis of The Art of
Living’s carefully cultivated identity as
apolitical and non-sectarian. While rooted
in Indian spiritual traditions, it does not in-
sist on religious conformity or ideological
allegiance, choosing instead the softer vo-
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at the ashram is intuitive meditation. “It
calmsthenervous system and prepares the
mind tosettle naturally,” says Beena Manoj,
an intuitive processing teacher. “You don’t
force thoughts away. You simply allow the
mind to clear, like muddy water settling in
aglass. You have mental clarity, illusion dis-
solves and you have pure intelligence.”
Research on intuitive meditation has
suggested benefits, including improved at-
tention span, emotional regulation and
lower stress markers, particularly among
younger practitioners. “Consistent medita-
tion acts like a muscle builder for the brain,
reducing the size and activity of the amyg-
dala (stress centre) and increasing the capac-
ity of the prefrontal cortex (logical thinking,
emotional control),” adds Manoj. Little
wonder then that high achievers like crick-
eter Dinesh Karthik, boxer Lovlina Borgo-
hain and table tennis champion Manika
Batra are practitioners. After a difficult
phase post the 2024 Olympics, Borgohain
says how “redisciplining her mind helped
herbecome asports coach for children.” For
Batra, it has helped develop “positive atti-
tude and calmness in a split second.”
Inside the campus, Nitya Patel, 17, from
Bengaluru says she once hid behind her
mother’s pallu. “I now have confidence to
speak to you, am not gender conscious and
have a clarity of purpose,” says the interna-
tional relations student at St Joseph’s Uni-
versity, Bengaluru, where Sri Sri himself
graduated with physics at age 17. She be-
lieves she can be a skilled negotiator in con-

Sri Sri's movement anticipated
amodern crisis before anybody
talked about burnouts or
mindiulness. Its appeal lies in

cabulary of human values, inner equilib-
rium and collective well-being. “In times of
perpetual outrage and hyper-connectivity,
thisisaspace without dogmaand allows me
tobreathe ina community without confron-
tation, engage in dialogue,” says Sheila
Desai, 55, who volunteers six monthsayear.

At the amphitheatre, Sri Sri, seated

PRESS PAUSE
(Clockwise from
top) ASudarshan
Kriyasession,a
satsang and the Art
of Living centre,
near Bengaluru

under strobe lights beaded with droplets
from a late afternoon rain, encourages
young people to ask questions. “I am con-
stantly chasing goals and I keep changing
them. What to do?” asks a college student.
“You have an obsession not passion. Passion
islikebreathing in fresh airbut you alsoneed
dispassion, which is like breathing out, let-

"Spirituality is a path of exploration’

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar talks to Rinku Ghosh on holistic
living, why spiritual gurus are good mediators in conflicts
and how spirituality and science co-exist

Youstarted The Artof Livingasa
holisticlife philosophy. Would you
say that people understand it better
almost five decadeslater?

When we started it in 1981, there was
a lot of prejudice about meditation and
yoga, not only outside but within our own
society. Itwasnot the ‘inthing’ todo, cer-
tainly not for younger people. So, I gave
these disciplines a new name, The Art of
Living, to spark some curiosity. Once visi-
tors experienced Sudarshan Kriya, pra-
nayama and meditation, they found it
transforming, Their lives changed, their
attitudes changed and they became
much happier.

That’s why we called our self-devel-
opment programme the Happiness Pro-
gramme. Then to go into a deeper level,
wetook people to five-day silent retreats.
As you know, silence is the mother of all
creativity. We brought people of various
communities together in the spirit of va-
sudhaiva kutumbakam (theworld isone
family). We had programmes for all age
groups and strata of society — from
prison inmates to executives and deci-
sion-makers — telling them about the
wisdom tosuit their profession and their
life assuch. Then the movementbecame
very popular.

Of course, there were challenges, re-
sistance and prejudice. Traditionalists
didn’tlike it because we were not quoting
or teaching any scriptures or asking

peopleto follow any rituals. Atheists had
their own bias. Now it’s catching up; we
have programmes in 182 countries.

You have helped with conflict
resolution as amediator. Should
spiritual leaders be a part of
political interventions?

One of the main reasons for conflicts
is breakdown of communication. First,
peoplejust get stuck on one position and
are not ready to listen to others. Second
istrust deficiency. Spiritualleaders carry
alotoftrust with them. It’snotjustinthe
dollar bill that you say, “We trust in God.’
Spiritual leadersreally trustin God, trust
in the oneness of humanity, love, com-
passion and human values. People know
and recognise that. Therefore, they are
more likely to listen to a spiritual leader
compared to someone who is a political
leader or is driven by self-interest.

Another issue today is the lack of a
broader vision about humanity. Ego and
egotism have caused pain and suffering
in the world. War is the worst act of rea-
son. When thereisawar, you talkto either
side, they both will have reasons. They
are right because it’s based only on their
logic. They lack the broader and long-
time perspective of issues.

Recently, alot of spiritual leaders
have been appearing at political
events. Should therebealine

THEART OF CONVERSATION

Itis important to resolve conflicts as
they have abigimpact on young people

between moral guidance and
political intervention?

The spiritual leader’s job is to trans-
form individuals. Through individuals,
they reach out to groups, communities
and society atlarge. And the community
and society are an area of interest for
political leaders. But spiritual leaders
don’t go by their interest, they jump in
when there is a crisis or catastrophe,
sometimes in institutions and before
governments, to bring relief and solace
to people.

Today, conflicts are going so deepinto
individual and family life. Depression
and mental health are big issues. So, it is
important to resolve conflicts as they
have abigimpact on young people. When

they adopt spiritual practices of medita-
tion, develop an attitude of service, that
inculcates a value in everybody’s life.

Welivein adigital era where
attention spanitselfhasbecomea
commodity. Has modern
technology altered human
consciousness?

When children become dependent
ongadgetsand screen time, their creativ-
ity goesdown, they are unable to focus or
listen and their perception level drops.
That’'swhy they need digital detoxand at
least a few hours of deep rest. So, medita-
tion becomes relevant. Ideally, I would
say 20 minutes to half-an-hour a day
should be enough. Consider it a mental
exercise like your physical exercise.

Canscience and spirituality
co-exist?

It depends on how spirituality is
understood. Broadly, there are two ap-
proaches — oriental and occidental.
Oriental spirituality aligns naturally
with science because it encourages
questioning, logic and direct inquiry. It
moves from the material to the ethereal,
from matter to consciousness, seeing
them as part of the same continuum
rather than separate domains. This is
why traditions like ayurveda, yoga, and
astronomy have long been integrated
into every day and spiritual life. Occi-
dental spirituality, by contrast, has often
placed greater emphasis on belief first
— the idea that faith precedes experi-
ence. Spirituality is approached as a
path of exploration and experience
rather than unquestioning belief.
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COURTESY: THE ART OF LIVING

ting go. But don’t doubt your goals, that’s
what leads to worry,” he says. A young man
wondersifhe should marry ornot, acollege
student wonders if she should comply with
her opinionated family. Sri Sri, who turns 70
on May 13, gives practical advice: “Don’t be
a football of other people’s opinions.”

One of the most popular practices taught

presenting spirituality asa
survival toolkit

flict resolution. Bhawani Dinesh, also17,can
see objects blindfolded, allowing her intu-
ition to fill in visual information.

Aprameya Nair, 18, from Kochi has
beaten exam stress, bettered his math
scores and ranked 91in the admission exam
atthe National Law School of India Univer-
sity. “It’s an easy process, just a 20-minute
session every day. It’s not all breathwork but
afun, interactive format like solving puzzles
and mind games,” says the teen who chose
law as his career so that he can ensure social
equity and justice. All three can self-regu-
late their screen time. “I know when to stop
scrolling, how to filter toxic content,” says
Nairwholoves horse riding as does Dinesh.

From science to spirituality, students
are exposed to an arc of real world experi-
ences. Sri Sri, who could recite the Gita by
age four, always had a scientific tempera-
ment. This he partly inherited from his
father, RS Venkat Ratnam, a mechanical
engineer and Vedic scholar who dreamt of
making India’s first indigenous car. As Sri
Sri travelled with Maharishi Mahesh Yogi
in his early years, he approached spiritual-
ity not as abstract belief, but as a practical
system grounded in observable, cause-
and-effect outcomes.

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Motherhood may not give you
awards but it certainly gives you
battle scars and memories

VatsalaMamgain

Y DAUGHTER is four and learning phonetics in
school. The teacher writes out sounds and asks for
wordsbeginning with the sound. My daughter is ex-
tremely verbal and eager to volunteer answers.Iam
summoned to school a few weeks later. 'm quietly
smug knowing that her vocabulary is excellent for her age. Maybe
they will ask me what I have done to make her the genius she so
clearlyis.Ishowupinschool and her contributionsin class are shared
withme. P “says” puh and she has volunteered “Pissed off”, B “says”
buh and she shouted out “Bloody Mary”! S “says” suh and she was,

”'

“Oh,Iknow agood one, Sigarette”!

My son goes to school with kids who seem like normal children
butare clearly saints in school uniform because all the other mothers
talk breathlessly about their children’s glowing hearts. Every year
before the school year starts, parents are invited to school to meet
with the class teacher and write a card to their child which will be
pinned up on the class board. The other mums live for these orien-
tations, they have a captive audience for the stories and then they
write cards of over 10,000 words to welcome their child to the new
grade. Beinga considerably more impatient, less doting and way less
conscientious mothet, I skip orientation entirely. On his first day of
thenew grade, my son finds the board cluttered with loving messages
meant for everyonein the class except himself. Heisbackhome and
upset, and I have major guilt pangs, perhaps I should have endured
listeningto the collected stories of Everyone’s Sainted Children. But
just when I feel I am the worst mother on earth, I remember to bring
out the big guns of motherhood - extra TV privileges. The next day,
my extremely happy son writes himself a note saying, ‘Dear Son,
have funin your new class, 1love you, Mom’ and sticks it on the board.

eee Being impatient,

My friend is nursing her new- | Skip the SChOO]
born. Her three-year-old comesup . .
toherand asksif'she can nursetoo. orientation...
“Ohhoney, Inursed you when you \\hen | feel Iam
werelittle”, shesays, “butIcan’tdo
it anymore. You have teeth now the worst mother
and soit’s not possible. 'm sorry.” , .
The little girl shrugs and wanders on Cdl‘th, l bl'lllg
off. My friend tortures herself over * BN
whether she handled that interac- out the blg guns 01
tion correctly. Will her daughterbe m()therh()()d —
forever traumatised that she was e TV
denied the breast when she spe- extra TV
cifically asked for it? Will this im- o o
pact the relationship she has with perllegeS

her sibling? She is overwrought.

Over dinner that night, her little

girl suddenly turns to her grandfather. You should ask mama if you
can nurse, Dadu, she says loudly. Mama WILL allow you, since you,
like the baby, have no teeth.

I'msitting in the doctor’s waiting room with my daughter. He’sa
very Important Prestigious Doctor and I have been coming to him
forherallergies. But she doesn’t seem to be getting much better.Isee
an old college friend who has just come into the waiting room with
her kids in tow. “How is she”, she asks me. “I feel so guilty being the
allergy queenIam, forhaving passed these ontoher.”Iconfess. “She
hasnorespite. Should I try alternate treatments? Everyone says this
doctor is the best but perhaps I should try another doctor? I'm ex-
hausted, but I'm thinking let me give him him one last chance.” We
wring hands and commiserate. At long last, it’s our turn to see the
doctor. How are you doing? The doctor asks my daughter jauntily.
“I'mokay,” she saystippingher head tooneside, “butI1think YOU'RE
not. My mama was just telling her friend that she’s giving you one
last chance. Otherwise,...”And here, like Donald Trump when he was
host of his own reality show, The Apprentice, she clicks her little
fingers and says triumphantly, “... you're fired!”

There are many moments that make up motherhood. Some have
schmaltzy greeting cards to commemorate them. My own experi-
ence of motherhood has been lived almost exclusively on the “no
cards to cover this eventuality” path. Motherhood may be many
things, but this I know for certain — “puh” for pissed off, “buh” for
Bloody Mary and “luh” for living to fight another day should defi-
nitely be in the instruction manual for it. Infuriating, exhausting,
tortured, hilarious, significant, embarrassing, deeply meaningful,
life altering — motherhood gives you no awards but gives you battle
scars and memories to last a lifetime.

To everyone who mothers, Happy Mother’s Day. Anytime you
are wringing your handswondering if your actions will scar your kids
for life — no matter what you do, yes, they will.

Meanwhile always remember. Your kids may or may not be lost
without you. But their socks? They most definitely will.

Vatsala Mamgain loves food, cooking, running, dogs, trees,
books and telling long winded stories
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Mamma Mia!

From elephants to crocodiles, eagles to spiders,
how mothers help their little ones graduate,
fromunder their wings and into the wild

ITISacardinal rule of nature: Youdonot
come between a mother and her
offspring, unless you want your head
taken off. From elephants to crocodiles,
eaglesto spiders, momsensure the
safety of their brood, ready to fight till
death, if necessary. In many cases, they
have a hard time because roving males,

A SEAHORSE who are not the fathers of their current
MOM DEPOSITS brood, will search out and kill the young
HEREGGS INTO sothat they can have their own progeny
HERHUSBAND'S  bythebereaved mother. Sensitive dudes,
TUMMYPOUCH  aremtthey?
Tiger moms will resort to subterfuge,

AND LETSHIM ; : : ;

cunningly leading on the pantingsuitor
GETONWITH away from her cubs, or let him seduce
THEPREGNANCY  her,or simply fight ferociously, while sig-
AND BIRTH nalling her cubsto vanish. And yes, they

dolovetheir cubs, judging by theloving
way they groom them and play with
them and the distress they display when
alitter is destroyed by a marauder. Watch
agigantic crocodile mom take her newly
hatched offspring to water in those jaws
and it makes you scratch your head —Is
that mother-love orjust instinct?

Many years ago, while watchinga
black kite family with two chicks, Iwas
dive-bombed by the irate mother. The
nest was, maybe a hundred metres away,
on apeepul tree, at eye level with the ve-
randa. The mom would slip off the nest,
goaround thebuilding, gain height and
then scream down at me, talons out, pas-
sing by so close, I could feel the wind
through her wings. And once the babies

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

What matters is we show how we're
individuals before being mothers,
while showing up for them

Vaishali Shroff

WASRAISED tobe adoctor butIbecame an engineer and then
turned into an author. Weird story but the point is no one
raises their daughters to be mothers (or no one is ever raised
to be a parent) as much as they are expected to develop ma-
ternal feelings at the sight of anything that looks like a baby.

Call a mother matru in Sanskrit or mater in Latin or mitéra in
Greek. Call a mother by any word in any language and she’s this
epitome of sacrifice who puts (or is expected to put) everything
and everyone else before her own self.

I have two sons: a pre-teen and a teen short of turning into an
adult. And if the experiences of my mother raising me and my
sisters are anything to go by, I won’t be surprised if I renounce
motherhood soon because genesdon’tlie. Thelast17 years of being
a mother have taught me many things and I'm going todo a
mommy thing to share that with you — like it or not, a list.

1. Not a day goes by when I
don’t tell myselfT have failed as a
mother. Did I overreact? Was I
supposed to say yes or no or not
say anythingatall? Should I have
kept my insanely good advice to
myself? Am I ever right? The
worst bit about this is you're al-
ways encountering new chal-
lenges as a mother, which means
you never know what’s the most
appropriate thing to do. The
‘you’ll know how it feels when
you’ll have your own child’ you
heard a million times from your
parents comes and bites you in

]’Ve waited the rear and you know you are
. seeing a mirror image of your
endlessly outside  younger stupid self. But I tell
their . myself: hang in there, it must
ell POO“‘S get better.
because 1 kn(m 2. But does it? The slamming
that SOo0on the d()()l' of doors, the high-pitched con-
ill and versations, the ‘I want to leave
wiHiopcnanda this mad house’ reverberating
pair 01‘ reluctant through the hquse like a raga,
make one feel like a sore loser.
arms \Vill wrap You tell yourself, “You got this.

Breathe.

Breathe some more. All bad
things cometo anend.’ Until they
happen again and most times,
theyendin Tshouldn’t have said
whatIsaid ordonewhat1did, or
chocolates and hugs. There’s promises made to self that this will
never happen again. I know better now.

around me — that
weightieels good

3. But do we? Are we better moms after all this? What does a
better mom look like? One who exclusively nurses their baby till
they’re walking and talking? Cooks high-protein meals? Plans
amazing birthday parties and sleepovers? Reads books to them
from the time they are a foetus and then even write for them (that’s
legit, okay!)? Or then are we those who don’t know whether it’s day
or night or those who have forgotten how to dress when they step
out of the house or who can’t think beyond their kids?

4. But then should we think beyond them? Of all the things I
remember about my mom in my growing-up yearsis her trying to
squeeze in small businesses while still being the relentless mother
that she was. Of how she made that switch from beingin her night-
gownto an elegant saree. Of doing her own facial when the family
was asleep. Of that tiny bit of looking after herself while always
looking out for us. I remember how it totally threw me off when
my son once told me that only dads go to office because they had
never seen me sweat for 18 hours in an office daily.

I know we always carry this guilt that we don’t do enough for
our children and deal with the pressure of raising perfect kids in
this crazy world. For better or for worse, I feel what matters is we
show how we are individuals before being mothers, while showing
up for them — when they need us and especially when they don’t
need us.

I've waited endlessly outside their rooms because I know that
soon the door will open and a pair of reluctant arms will wrap
around me — that weight feels good, like you’re carrying once
again. They’re not you, but they’re the best part of you. They may
shove their armpits into your nose and laugh (boys do that) but
only because they know you're their safe place, your arms their
safety net—it’s one pair of arms that will never ever push
them away.

It’s a privilege to be a mother and I’'m not going to take that
lightly. And even though I may not be the recipient of the ‘Mom of
the Year’ trophy, I'll always find comfort in knowing that 'm trying
the best I can. And that best is good enough.

left home (well, one chick ate its younger
sibling!), she reverted to normal behav-
iour and posed no threat. And no, there
wasnoremonstration when the chick ate
itssibling. And alas, with us? If you dare
whack your younger brother or sister, see
what your mom does to you.

But all this cosseting soon makes way
for school. The young, no matter how
spoilt, have to learn to stand on their own
two feet, to hunt and kill and to find food
and there is usually a time cap for this:
usually around 1.5 to 2 years for female
tiger cubs, less for their brothers. It’s
amazing how obedient most youngare
(of course, there are rebelsin every brood
too). They obey the subtlest of
commands: alow call, a flick of the tail.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

MUM’STHE

WORD
A tiger mom with
her cubs

|
GETTY IMAGES

Try training your puppy by wagging your
fingers. Theylearn by observation and
imitation. With tigers and lions, thereis
that final graduation lesson, where a
mom brings anincapacitated victim —a
gazelle fawn, say — and lets her brood
finish thejob. Once sheis confident that
her cubs canlook after themselves, she
simply leaves, without lookingback,
while the cubs watch in dismay. But soon
her sonswill leave, seeking out their own
territories far away, while the daughters
will carve out their own places nearer by,
and, if mamma does areally good job,
will one day, challenge her for her terri-
tory and even drive her out. With some
species of spiders, mom will zealously
guard her nest case and her hundreds of
spiderlings butif sheistoo hungry, she
will cannibalise them. Or there is the op-
posite extreme, in times of hardship, she
will offer herself up as ameal.

With elephants, it’s alittle different:
Here each family isruled by a matriarch
and a baby girl enjoys thorough spoiling
by its mom, sisters, aunts and
grandmother. Young hellion bulls are
asked toleave the herd when they begin
to throw their weight around. With or-
angutans, graduation may take seven
years, and for us, 21, if not forever.

Baby birds simply leave the nest once
they are able to fly, while some like spar-
rows and other passerines (perching
birds) need 24x7 feeding and cleaning,
others, like waders and waterfowl are
able to feed themselves soon after hatch-
ing and only need their moms (and dads)
for protection.

Vaishali Shroff is a children’s author

Then, there are moms who never see
their babies at all: turtles that swim the
vast oceans, and return tothe same
beachesthey were born on, laboriously
lay their eggs in the sand and return to
the ocean with nary alook behind. But
then, only onein athousand of the
babies survive to adulthood, and that
could be heart-wrenching for any mom.
Insect moms may lay thousands of eggs
and well, looking after one baby is hard
enough, butthousands? Thelady king
cobrawill leave her nest as soon as her
eggs hatch —because sheis
cannibalistic —and they might end up
being on her menu.

And then, mamma-mia, there are
those moms, who modern moms must
love: They leave all the motheringto the
dads. The most famous among these are
the seahorses, where the mom deposits
her eggsinto her husband’s tummy
pouch and lets him get on with the preg-
nancy and birth while she looks on, or
maybe swims away. A ladyjacanawill lay
her eggs and make her husband sit on
them and hatch them while she goes
looking for more gentlemanly company,
fighting other ladies for the handsomest
hunk. There is one species of frog, where
the eggs arelaid on leaveslying low over
water and zealously guarded until they
hatch by the kick-boxing father. In some
species of fish, again the mom simply
lays her eggs, and letsthe dad do all the
feeding and protecting needed; in one
case he hides hisbabies in his mouth.
Spitus outdad, we want mom, you have
terrible breath!
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Tmstill scared likke I was when Hirst entered
astudio. I want to retain thatVeeling’

Playback singer Shilpa Rao on navigating the algorithm-driven music industry, performing with British popstar Ed Sheeran and how
her National-Award winning Chaleya is not an easy song. The conversation was moderated by Suanshu Khurana and Suvir Saran

Suvir Saran: What is your day offlike?
My work doesn’t feel like work. I believe

youneed toreallylove what youdo. If you're

notinlove with it, then it feels like a chore.

Suvir Saran: Do you work out, cook,
read, travel?

All of that. You travel because it makes
everything better. You have so many ideas
when you travel. And you need other art
forms to inspire you. A ballet recital can in-
spire you to do music. I think everything
starts with good food and good company.

Suvir Saran: What'’s the last thing you
read that stayed with you?
The Vegetarian by Han Kang.

Suvir Saran:Isthere asongthat’s
haunted you?

Gulo meinrangbhare, baad-e-naubahar
chale... It has the most beautiful couplets.
When things are stressful, I just put Mehdi
saab’s music and do a slow-cook mutton.

Suvir Saran: You grewupin
Jamshedpur.

Yes, Jamshedpur, the Tata hub, it’s cos-
mopolitan. The flex of parents there is that
my sonordaughter got thisrankatIIT or got
intoXLRI. It’snot about money or anything,.

Suanshu Khurana: You complete two
decadesintheindustry nextyear.
When youlook at your journey, how do
you compare your 22-year-old self —
an applied statistics
student who walked into

composer Mithun’s
studio torecord Tose
naina (Anwar,2007) —
tothe confident
musician you’vebecome
today? Has your
approach to playback
music changed?

I’'m not confident at all.
I'm still scared like Iwas as a
22-year-old and Iwant to retain that feeling.
Itjust makes you a more alert musician. I al-
ways have a fearthat Imaynotbe abletosing
a song. It’s a good fear that you're still
bothered by doing a bad job. I don’t think I
would want to change it. I also try to retain
the person who went in for that first song.

SCAN THE
QR CODE

TO WATCH
THEVIDEO

FINANCE

Suanshu Khurana: In an ecosystem so
driven by virality, where a song is now
reverse-engineered to suit audience
tastes, how has this altered the film
song, the soundtrackto our lives that
could once dig into the nation’s
consciousness? Does it bother you?

Well, Idobelieve that your reality is your
reality and you can’t be bothered by others’.
Soaslongasyou’re not gullible, you’re fine.
I know there are numbers, I know there are
algorithms but then, there is magic in what
one person can do in that moment and
change the next second. So, if I can forget
everything, the algorithm, the numbers,
everything, and just do something with that
line which sparkles, you can change what
comes next.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

TAJ

Suanshu Khurana: Is that why you
always prefer the composerinthe

studio with you? KNOWLEDGE PARTNER
Definitely. I don’t believe in remote re- :
cordings. The energy matters. Like, Pritam W

CHAMBERS OF KARTIK SETH

AR AT Uis Recoan, S Colar O o

being there, Vishal Shekhar being there,
Rahmansir... [ know there’s a lot of technol-
ogy but then you need people.

Suanshu Khurana: Composer AR
Rahman recently spoke of a power
shift in the industry... that non-
creative people were now in charge.
Arijit Singh retired from the film
industry. These two incidents made
us look alittle harder at the industry.
What is happening? There are
murmurs oflabels controlling
too much.

LikeIsaid, if you can abstain asmuch as

possible from being gullible and from listen-
ing to a narrative and believing it, that’s a
good thing. Even if someone is making those
decisions, you mightlose a project or two or
let go of asong or two in the commute.

Suanshu Khurana: Have you lost
projects?

Yes. Ithappensall the time. But the bigger
picture is whether you can project yourself
as yourself. For example, if I have to choose

INSYNC

between doing a run-of-the-mill kind of a
songand playing it safe or choosing from an
in-your-face kind of asong, Iwill choose the
second option. Even if it fails, at least I did
whatisme.

Suanshu Khurana: Ashaji (Bhosle)
passed away last month. Eveninthe
male-dominated structures, Ashaji
and Lataji’s songs were quite central.
Recently, there have been talks of
gender inequality in the industry,
with women often getting two lines in
aduet. How has the woman’s playback
voice evolved?

If you hear Begum Akhtar ji, Surender
Kaurji, MS Subbalakshmiji, Farida Khanam
ji, Ella Fitzgerald, Edith Piaf, Julie London,
thelistis endless... they sounded like them-
selves. You have one life, please sound like
yourself. That’s what Ashaji did. That’s why
there’snobody, exactly, like her. I's necessary
to have parallels. If 'm working, and there
are other singers, it’s nice to have those col-
leagues because we are pushing each other.

Suvir Saran: Who are your network of
people in the industry whom you
relyon?

I'salonglist. There’s Vishal, Shekhar, Pri-
tam, Amitabh (Bhattacharya), Vishal Bhard-
waj. There is Rahman sir. We usually con-
verse on emails.

Suvir Saran: And are there Urdu or
Hindi poets that feed your soul?

Faiz sahib, Momin Khan Momin, Mir
sahib, Mirza Ghalib, Ahmed Faraz.

Suvir Saran: Your Hindustani is very
clean. Did you learn to write Urdu or
just Hindi?

Idid learn Urdu. I was 14 when I started.
My father, who is a very difficult teacher...
his morning would start with a recording of
AamirKhansahib.Ihearditand loved it. My
firsteducation was in music; academicslater.

Suvir Saran: So your dad taught you?
My dad was my first guru. In fact,Ididn't

want to become a singer. I love music but I

didn’t thinkIwas good enoughtosing.Ihear

these kids who sing on reality shows and
they are so talented. I was not even close to
that. But my father never gave up. Hetaught
me everything he could — Hindustani clas-
sical, Carnatic music, Urdu. And finally, I
realised this is what I want to do. And now
we get along very well but we used to fight a
lot when Iwas akid.

Suanshu Khurana:Ibelieve he tore off
posters in your room when you did not
practise for a few days.

Hehasdoneall that. Hisfaceislike a GPS
map. He would say, ‘You didn’t catch the
tune, there’slessinvolvement here. He's like
Aamir Khan in Dangal.

Suvir Saran: What is Faiz Ahmed Faiz
foryou? A poet, astreetactivistora
person wholooks at historywith a
mirror’s gaze?

All of it. It’s not an either-or situation.
When you understand poetry well, you’ll
protest and be critical.

Suvir Saran: What is Carnatic musicto
you as a Hindustani singer?

Both are different. And if you want todo
aformof music, it takes awhole lifetime. Not
justtolearn, to even be and live with it.

Suanshu Khurana: In terms of
domination of film music, does it
take away space for alternate music?

Weare doingso many things here. We're
notevendiscussing the independent music
being done in the South, which is so power-
ful. I listen to so many musicians from the
Malayalam film industry and the indie
industry, and it’s a splash of cold water
on your face. I can’t even begin to
imagine what kind of radical ideas
they have. Youdon’t understand
the language and you don’t
need to. But it evokes
something that is so
beautiful. There’s so
much happening in
Bengali indie music.
There’s not one sound
that comes from India.
We have so much.

(From left) Chef and columnist Suvir Saran; Suanshu Khurana, Senior Assistant Editor, The Indian Express; singer Shilpa Rao

| DIDN'T WANT
TOBECOME A
SINGER. I LOVE
MUSIC BUT I |
DIDN'T THINK'I
WAS GOOD
ENOUGHTO
SING. | HEAR
THESE KIDS
WHO SING ON
REALITY SHOWS
AND THEY ARE
SO TALENTED. |
WAS NOT EVEN
CLOSE TO THAT

Suanshu Khurana: Youlistened to
everyKind of voice as a child without a
framework of what one should listen
to. But the industry you are a part of
defined voicesin abox foralongtime.
Thin voices were considered suitable
forfemaleleads. Youhavea
differentbass voice that has worked
really well...

I don’t have a different voice. This is my
voice.Idon’tlike this term — you have a dif-
ferent face, different voice, different dressing
style or a different point of view. You don’t.
That’s your point of view.

Suanshu Khurana: Different for the
audiences who were once used to thin,
syrupy voices.

Idon’t think the industry defines us. Itis
actually amirrortoall of you guys. Whatever
you listen to, we make it. Sometimes we
think, ‘Let’sleave a udta teer, and you catch
it, make it mainstream. So, it’s all you guys
who break that mould every single time.

Suanshu Khurana: In 20 years, you
have had some beautiful songs,buta
relatively simple, breezy numbetr,
Chaleya, got you your first National
Award. How did you interpret this?

It’s not an easy song at all. It sounds
breezy because there’s a lot of effort that
goes into sounding effortless. The first time
I got onto the microphone in Mumbai, I
took three to four hours and couldn’t crack
its shuffle rhythm structure. You have to
sing in pockets and it has to be quantised. I
gave up and went to Chennai. Energy
matters. Anirudh was there, and we fin-
ished therecordingin 20 minutes. Soevery
songthat you do, your entire life experience
goes into it, and sometimes that’s still not
enough. So, a National award, of course,
isn’t something in our control but you can
singthe song. So, I'm happy and grateful for
all that comes my way.

Suvir Saran: Was there asongyou sang
more truthfully than the story that
presented it?

So far, it hasn’t really happened because
theyacted very truthfully. Idon’t think there
was any mismatch with anything,

Suvir Saran: Do you teach anyone?

I'm still learning myself. I'm really bad
at teaching, I have zero patience. Dad is a
patient man. So, when we sitdown, and say
there is a ghazal by Mehdi Hasan saab, 1
would listen toit over and over when Iwant
tolearnit, soIcan absorb it subconsciously.

Suanshu Khurana: What do you enjoy
more: the thrill oflive music or
recordinginastudio?

Alive performanceinvolvesalot of prep-
aration. We have 25to 30 people. It’sall about
having the right team to make us sound good
and give you that experience. You are mov-
ingalotonstage.So, youneed tobalancethe
physical part with singing. For studio, you've
done your homework all your life. But it’s
something new. It’s like a man doesn’t step
into the same river twice. It’s not the same
river nor the same man. In the studio, it’s a
new day, a new person. And you’ve got to

deal with that. You've got to make friends

) ,  withthatperson. And there’salwaysafight

until you build that friendship. Then you
fly together. After the recording, you also
wonder, ‘Did I really have that personin-
side me?’ You get to learn new things
about yourself.

Suanshu Khurana: How was it
working with Ed Sheeran?
We thought of doing a lot of
things since Shape of You has been
done so many times. Then my
husband Ritesh came up with
the idea of doing Chuttamalle
(Devara: Part 1). He picked it
up in a few minutes and we
had a great time singing it
on stage.

Fields ot hope

and despair

Filmmakers Jasmine Kaur Roy and Avinash Roy on
chronicling the impact of modernisation in Punjab, and
balancing despair and hope in Room at the Farm

Alaka Sahani

A COUPLE of years ago, National Award-
winning filmmakers Jasmine Kaur Roy and
Avinash Roy visited Punjab to research fora
documentary film. The context was the
large-scale migration from the state and they
wanted toexploretheideaof ‘home’. During
the visit, they met a young man who vehe-
mently rejected theidea ofleaving his village
and hisgenerational occupation of farming.
“There was a sense of helplessness, yet he
sounded hopeful,” recall the filmmakers.
That prompted them todevelop Room at the

Farm (Khooh Waala Ghar), ashort film that
recently won the Grand Jury Prize at Indian
Film Festival of Los Angeles (IFFLA).

Set in rural Punjab, Room at the Farm
examines theimpact of rampant industrial-
isation and unsustainable modernisation on
Indian farming. The film focuses on newly-
wed Nihal (Guru Bamrah), who must pay off
mounting debts even as the farmlands
around him make way for factories. His
young wife, Reet (Vrinda Malhotra), craves
his company but he ends up spending time
in thelittle room at the farm, prioritising his
crop over hiswife. Making a departure from

BEYOND THEFOG
Jasmine Kaur Roy and Avinash Roy while shooting Room at the Farm

aromanticised gaze at rural Punjab, the film
captures its wintry desolation and despair.
The film was shot at Jasmine’s ancestral
village, Sarai Khasin Jalandhar. “In fact, the
dilapidated room at the farm, alongwith the

farmitself, isall part of my family’s ancestral
land. So for me, it was a nostalgic process. We
used to visit these farms as kids — when
these homes were full with the extended
family and cousins all living together. But

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

now, all that’s left are locked homes, almost
everyone havingmoved abroad,” she recalls.

Even though it’s a 23-minute-long film,
the pre-production took close to five months.
“Before finalising the location, we did an ex-
tensive recce across Punjab with our DOP Sa-
chin Gadankush. Then the film’s colour pal-
etteand visual language were designed. The
shoot was planned over three days, towards
the end of December. We chose the dates
based on weather data to get the wet, gloomy
conditions we wanted,” says Avinash.

Tocast fortheroles of Nihal and Reet, the
filmmakers conducted auditionsin Chandi-
garh and Delhi before zeroing on Guru and
Vrinda, whowere able to internalise the char-
actersand bring their own interpretationsto
the screen. Jasmine wanted to make sure
that the actors maintained the authenticity
of the language and the accent. “Punjabi
being my mother tongue, I could not com-
promise on that,” she says, adding that she
wanted the language to be specific to the
Doaba region. While Guru had lived in rural
Punjab, Vrinda, who came from Delhi,
worked on it during workshops.

Jasmine and Avinash are both graduates
of the Film & Television Institute of India
(FTII), Pune. Avinash was a film editing stu-
dent, while Jasmine specialised in direction.

“He edited our diploma film, Saanjh, which
went on to win our first National Award.
Soon after FTTI, we decided towork indepen-
dently and formed our own banner, Wan-
derlust Films. We complement each otherin
our strengths and weaknesses and function
like a well-oiled machinery,” says Jasmine.
They received aNational Film Award also for
Amoli (2018) while a number of their docu-
mentaries and shorts have been screened at
film festivals across the world. “These were
commissioned by international NGOs and
UN organisations. They gave us the oppor-
tunity to explore varied issues and perspec-
tives, and offered insight into subjects that
lie outside the mainstream,” says Jasmine.
Though the tone and texture of Room at
the Farm are “intentionally dark and omin-
ous”, the muffler that Reet knits for Nihal is
yellow, the colour of mustard flowers. That
reflects how they see the situation as film-
makers. “Small farmers everywhere are
struggling tostay afloat. Farmingisnolonger
considered a viable option by many young
people, and indiscriminate industrialisation
is damaging the environment. Yet, all is not
lost. There is always somethingto hold onto,
and hope and love can help us tide over ad-
versity,” they say and hope this is what the
audience takes away from the film.
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VandanaKalra

ESCRIBED BY French hu-

manist photographer Henri

Cartier-Bresson as Satyajit

Ray’s “photo-biographer”,

Nemai Ghosh first met the
filmmaker in 1968 during the making of
Goopy Gyne Bagha Bynein the unassuming
city of Rampurhat in West Bengal. “We
clicked immediately,” Ghosh recalls in the
prefacetothe publication, Faces and Facets:
Satyajit Ray in Colour. “The way he walked,
talked and handled his cast, crew and equip-
ment — in fact everything about him — in-
trigued me.Iwas so mesmerised by the man
that I forgot to take any photographs of the
shooting. My two rolls of black-and-white
film were finished in no time. Manik da
never said a word to me; he just kept watch-
ing from the corner of his eye. But that was
all the encouragement I needed.”

That instinctive connection became the
foundation of a remarkable visual archive
that now forms the core of the new DAG ex-
hibition and publication. It unfolds like an
intimate portrait of Ray where he isseen not
only as the globally celebrated auteur but
alsothe more private and deeply disciplined
master who Ghosh followed “like his
shadow” for over two decades. Ghosh, who
passed away in 2020, hasbeen quoted inthe
publication, stating: “Iwas crazy about cap-
turing him in my camera every moment...
My fascination for Manik da was like that —
unbridled, unreasonable.”

Some of the most lingering photographs
therefore, perhaps, emerge from quieter mo-
ments, includingthetime spentathome and
with family. In a1982 image, for instance, he
sitsona chairin his sprawling Calcutta study,
surrounded by books and papers. The room
probablyiswhere he wrote hisscripts andil-
lustrated his stories, as an accompanying
note reads, “I don’t feel very creative when
I'mabroad somehow.Ineed tobein my chair
in Calcutta!” Another 1986 photograph from
the same room shows him completinganil-
lustration for one of his Feluda stories, and
in a rather reflective 1990 image, he is seen
pacing the verandah at his home after his
heart attacks. “It’s a bit of a bore but it has to
be done,” Ray remarked of the walks. “And I
canthinkwhileIam doingit;ideasdocome.”

The domestic intimacy continues
through the annual anniversary portraits
that Ghosh began taking of Ray and his wife
Bijoya in 1973. In another warm 1991 frame
thatbrings together three generations ofthe
Ray family — Satyajit, Bijoya, son Sandip,
daughter-in-law Lalita and infant grandson
Souradip — we see his more familial side.

Yet, the exhibition never lets viewers for-
get the scale of Ray’s artistic presence, with

Shadowing Ray

From film sets to his home study, Nemai Ghosh's photographs of
Satyajit Ray, frame an intimate portrait of the auteur

INBETWEEN
(Clockwise from
above) Nemai
Ghosh; Smita Patil
takes a photo of
Ray; by his
synthesiser at
home; in Lucknow

|

COURTESY: DAG

several of the memorable photographs also
emerging from the sets of some of his iconic
films. If in a 1972 image from the making of
Ashani Sanket (1973), the filmmaker is seen
bending down to help cinematographer
Soumendu Roy pull his foot free from mud
while shootingin Dangapara (Murshidabad,
West Bengal), in a 1980 frame he is seen
standingin abalcony tobrief filmmakerand
actor AparnaSenin Calcutta. We are alsoin-
troduced to his kheror khata, the sturdy red
notebook that was central to his filmmaking
process. A1974 photograph shows him refer-
ringtoit duringthe making of Sonar Kellain
Rajasthan. The accompanying text reveals
that these notebooks contained everything:
dialogue, shot divisions, background re-

search, set designs, music ideas, names of
potential actorsand even doodles. “Only the
film’s budget, by an amusing irony, is ab-
sent,” notes author Andrew Robinson, who
haswritten the text for the publication.

The photographs also repeatedly reveal
how completely Ray immersed himselfin
every department of filmmaking. If in one
image related to Shatranj Ke Khilari (1977)
he is at home designing Wajid Ali Shah’s
crown, in another he rehearses a chess se-
quence with actors Saeed Jaffrey and San-
jeev Kumar. On the piano, he is seen
composing music duringthe making of The
Inner Eye (1972), adocumentary on Benode
Behari Mukherijee, his favourite teacher
when he was studying art in Santiniketan.

A meticulous perfectionist, he breaks
intolaughter seeing actor Kamu Mukherjee
mimicking Ghosh on the sets of Joi Baba
Felunath in 1978, and the observer also be-
comes the observed when actor Smita Patil
turns the camera towards him during the
filming of Sadgati (1981).

There are also moments of public recog-
nition, including Ray receiving the Legion of
Honour from French President Francois Mit-
terrand in 1989.

What, perhaps, distinguishes Faces and
Facetsisthe perceptivenesswith which it re-
vealshow Ghosh was not merely document-
ing a distant genius but also unravels the
warm relationship shared between the two.
“As I became more and more involved with
Manikda,Iventured not only into hisshoot-
ing spaces but also into his personal space. I
visited his house as often as I liked, at any
hour. If I did not turn up for a day or two,
there would be a phone call askingwhy Iwas
absent,” writes Ghosh in the preface.

The show closes on June 4
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“Most mistakes are not born out of
malice... every so-called culpritisavic-
tim of ignorance, stress, or lack of
awareness. Most crimes in the world are
a result of people becoming victims of
their own emotions,” he says.

This willingness to understand the
circumstances of those whom the world
tends to hate-shame is the reason that
Sri Sri is called upon as a global negoti-
ator. Having been part of peace initiat-
ives in Iraq, Sri Lanka, Venezuela and
Myanmar, he has worked on Ayodhya
dispute resolution, rehabilitated former
militants and prisoners through
trauma-relief programmes, and held
campaigns against drug addiction
in Kashmir.

One of the boys from Srinagar, Aariz
(name changed), 22, says the skill train-
ing at the ashram has helped him
understand tourism models. “We learnt
how homestays and experiential tour-
ism are high value, low-cost and can
work for us,” he says. In today’s hurried
world, many from across the culture
barrier have found anchorage. One of
them is Delhi documentary filmmaker
Arshia Raza. “What we get in these
sessions are positive feelings of self-
worth. The cloud of misperception dis-
sipates,” she says.

Meanwhile, in faraway Guntur, 26-
year-old Kamalkant, a child of Naxal par-
ents who grew up in the ashram, has
picked up conversational English. “Ican
face any complexity in mylife, Thave that
capacity. But I won’t choose wrongs,”
says the newly-turned father who is
working as a company Supervisor.

The Art of Living has democratised
spirituality by promoting the “celebra-
tion” of life rather than seeking detach-
ment or renunciation. Wellness has
now been formally integrated into the
health ministry through Ayushman
Bharat Health and Wellness Centres.
And in boardrooms and schools, yoga
hours are supercharging consciousness.

To admirers, the ashram offers emo-
tional and social healing. To critics, it
represents the depoliticised packaging
of spirituality for the urban middle
class. But to a visitor, it is about a pause
to find Kabir’s “thief” within.

MNeil Patil
Founder, COO & CTO, Veena World
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travel a lot, and | have started

doing something slightly

strange at airports. Instead of
looking at departure boards or checking
my phone while [ wait, | watch the
check-in queue,

And over time, | have realised
samething mteresting. The moment
sameone lifts their bag onto the weigh-
ing scale, you learn something about
them. The hesitation, the confidence,
the quick unzip to redistribute weight,
it tells you more about how a person
travels than almost anything else. No
two bags look the same, and more
importantly, no two approaches to
travel feel the same.

| have come to see that this moment
at the check-in counter is where travel
styles quietly reveal themselves. You
don't need to know where someone is
going. Just looking at how they have
packed is enough to understand how
they like to move, how much they plan,
and what they prioritise when they're
on the road.

And once you start noticing it, you
can't unsee it, | have started grouping
what | see into types. Not to judge,
every style has its logic, and | have been
most of these at different points in my
life. But the patterns are real. And the
first one? You have definitely seen
them. You may even be one,

‘Just in Case’ Traveller

You will find them at almaost every
check-in counter. Their suitcase goes up
on the scale, and there is a brief pause.
They are watching the numbers closely.
If it crosses the limit, there is a guick
unzip, a jacket comes out, maybe a pair
of shoes gets shifted into the cabin bag.
Sometimes it's just a matter of a few
hundred grams, but it becomes a full
exercise in redistribution,

This is one of the most common
travel patterns in the world, packing
for possibilities. Extra outfits in case
plans change, A second pair of shoes in
case one gets uncomfortable, Medicines
for situations that may never come up,

The Bags We Carry

There is logic to all of it. Travel comes
with uncertainty, and packing more
feels like a way to stay prepared. What
15 interesting is that most of these "just
in case” items rarely get used. Frequent
travellers often say they end up wearing
the same few clothes on repeat, no
matter how much they carry. Yet, the
instinct to pack more doesn't go
away easily.

And it has a real impact on how the
trip unfolds. Heavier bags mean slower
movement, especially in places where
vou are walking more than usual. Think
cobbled streets in Europe, train stations
with stairs, or even just navigating a
crowded airport. It also adds small but
constant [riction: waiting longer at
baggage claim, worrying about weight
limits on the return journey, or deciding
what to leave behind when you have
shopped a little too much.

And yet, this way of packing
continues, because it offers a sense of
control. When you have more with you,
it feels like you are ready for anything.
At the check-in counter, though, that
preparation often shows up as hesita-
tion, watching the weighing scale,
adjusting the zip, hoping everything fits
within the limit. It's a familiar scene.
And for many travellers, it's how every
journey begins.

Minimalist

Just a few steps away from the "just
in case” traveller, there is usually
someone who approaches the same
counter very differently.

One bag. Sometimes a small suitcase,
sometimes just a backpack. It goes up
on the scale, well within himits, and
within seconds, they are done, No
rearranging, no second-guessing, no
concern about weight.

What is interesting is that this isn't
always about travelling less. It's about
travelling differently. Frequent travel-
lers often move toward this approach
over time. Mainly because they have
learned what actually gets used on a
trip and what doesnt. After a few
journeys, patterns start to emerge:
certain clothes never leave the suitcase,
certain items are always repacked
untouched, and slowly, the list becomes
sharper. The biggest shift, though, is
what happens during the trip.

With fewer Dbags, movement
becomes easier. You get off a flizht and
walk straight out without waiting at the
belt. You move through train stations
without needing lifts or trolleys. Even
small things, like changing hotels or

navigating busy streets, leel simpler.

There is also a time advantage that
people don't always think about,
Baggage claim alone can add 20-40
minutes to a journey, depending on the
airport. Over a multi-city trip, that time
adds up quickly. Travellers who skip
checked baggage often gain hours back
without planning for it, Of course, this
approach comes with its own discipline,
It requires planning outfits more
carefully, reusing what you carry, and
being comfortable with not having a
backup for everything. But for many,
that trade-off feels worth it

| saw this up close recently when |
travelled with my friend Sumit, one of
India's most prominent bankers.
Watching him move through an airport
is almost instructive. One bag, always
within limits, never checked in, the
baggage carousel suimply isn't part of his
journey. Any friction, a queue, a wait, an
unnecessary step, visibly bothers him.
Not in a dramatic way, but you can tell,
He has made a quiet decision that his
time and energy are not going to be
spent managing lugegage. In all the time
[ have known him, | don't think [ have
ever seen him check in a bag. He is,
without question, the purest version of
the minimalist traveller | have ever met,

Parent Traveller

And then there's a completely
different category of traveller, one that
yvou understand only after you experi-
ence it

The first time | travelled with Raya,
the defmition of packing changed
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entirely. At the check-in counter, our
bags looked like everyone else's,
suitcases, cabin bags, maybe a stroller.
But what was inside them was very
different. Every item had a purpose.
Extra clothes, backup food, familiar
snacks, medicines, small things to keep
her engaged during the journey.
MNothing felt optional, Because when
you are travelling with a child, you are
not just packing for a trip. You are
preparing for situations you can't
predict, in places you may not be
familiar with.

If a solo traveller forgets something,
it's usually an inconvenience. You can
buy it, manage without it, or adjust your
plans. With a child, that margin lor error
15 much smaller. A missed item can
quickly turn into a disruption, at an
airport, during a transfer, or even in the
middle of the night in a different
country. That's why, if you observe
closely, parents are often among the
most methodical packers in the gueue.
Bags are organised by function. Essen-
tials are within reach. There's a system,
even if it looks like a lot from the
outside. It also changes how you move,

You are not just thinking about
weight limits or convenience anymore.
You are thinking about access, what
needs to be available immediately, what
can go into check-in, what stays with
you at all times. Even the decision of
which bag goes where becomes import-
ant. At the check-in counter, this shows
up in small ways. A quick check belore
sending the bag in, A pause to conhirm

that everything critical is in the cabin
bag. A mental checklist that runs a little
longer than usual.

| wrote most of this thinking about
my travels with Raya. But thirty days
ago, we were blessed with a baby boy,
Aarav, And | already know that when
we start travelling as a family of four,
everything | thought | understood about
packing with purpose is going to be
relearned from scratch.

System Packer

Somewhere in the middle of these
different styles, there is a traveller who
treats packing almost like a process.

You will notice it the moment their
bag i1s opened, everything has a place.
Clothes are  folded uniformly,
sometimes rolled. Smaller items are
grouped together. Documents, chargers,
essentials, they are all easy to access
without digging through layers. Tools
like packing cubes, organisers, and
compression bags are designed for
exactly this, making better use of space
and reducing the chaos that usually
comes with unpacking and repacking.

But beyond the tools, it's really about
how the trip is planned. System packers
don't just think about what to carry;
they think about how often they will
need it, where they will use it, and how
quickly they can access it. A jacket
needed during a flight won't be buried
at the bottom. Toiletries are placed in a
way that security checks become
quicker. Even something as simple as
keeping a change of clothes in the cabin
bag is often part of the plan. And the
difference shows up throughout the
trip. Hotel check-ins become guicker
because you know exactly where things
are, Short stays don't require full
unpacking. Maoving between cities feels
more controlled, because youre not
constantly reorganising yvour luggzage,

AL the check-in counter, this traveller
doesn't stand out because of the size of
the bag, but because of how smaoothly
everything moves. The bag goes up, gets
checked in, and that's it. No adjust-
ments, no last-minute reshuffling,

‘I'll Figure It Out’ Traveller

And then there 15 the traveller who
approaches packing very differently.

You will see it at the check-in count-
er in small ways. A quick unzip to check
if something is inside. A pause to ask,
“Did 1 pack that?" Sometimes even a
last-minute realisation that something
important is missing. This is the travel-
ler who packs light, but not always by
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design. It could be a charger left behind,
a jacket that didn't make it into the bag,
or something more essential like
medication or documents. These are the
kinds of gaps that don't show up at
home, but become very visible once the
Journey begins,

Airports, hotel lobbies, and even local
markets around the world guietly serve
this category of traveller every day.
People buying things they already own,
just because they didn't bring them
along. Sometimes il's a minor inconve-
nience, Other times, it disrupts the flow
of the trip more than expected.

What makes this interesting is that it
is not always about experience. Even
frequent travellers fall into this pattern,
especially when they are rushing or
trying to pack at the last minute. There

15 also a mindset behind it. A willingness
to adapt, to solve problems as they
come up, to rely on the destination
rather than preparation. In some cases,
that adds a sense of spontaneity to the
trip. But it also comes with trade-offs.
Time spent searching for essentials in a
new place. Paying more for something
you already had at home. Adjusting
plans because something small
was overlooked.

What's Your Type?

So, what type of traveller are you?
There's no right answer here. Most of us
are a mix of these, shaped by our experi-
ences, the kind of trips we take, and
even the stage of life we're in.

But it's an interesting question to sit
with. And the next time you pack your
bag. would you do it differently? Let me
leave you with that today, see you
next time,

Email: travel@veenaworld.com
Toll-Free: 1800 313 5555
veenaworld.com

YEEHA WORLD

you pack tonight!

Watch Mow on
Veena World's '
YouTube channel
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