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No hate speech
offencemade
out: Topcourt
cleanchitto
Thakur, Parvesh

BJP leader Anurag Thakur;
(right) Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, April 30

AGREEING WITH the con-
clusion that “no cognizable of-
fence is made out” against
former Union Minister Anurag
Thakur and Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh
Verma, the Supreme Court has
cleared the two BJP leaders in
acomplaint that they delivered
alleged hate speeches targeting
those protesting the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Actin Delhi
in January 2020.

Dealing with a plea by CPM
leaders Brinda Karat and KM
Tiwari, the bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta upheld the findings of
the Delhi High Court which
said the remarks of the BJP
leaders did not incite commu-
nal violence or public disorder.

“Upon a careful consider-
ation of the material placed on
record, including the alleged
speeches, the status report dated
February 26, 2020, submitted
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WEST BENGAL CM TARGETS BJP THE DAY AFTER POLLS

Guard EVM strong rooms, exit
polls fixed, Mamata tells party

In Bengal, 48 seats
showed dip in voter
numbers, account for
28% of SIR deletions

¢ 10 seats withmaximumdeletionsinS.I.R.

If attacked, do not
retaliate now...

we will cross 226
seats: CMto TMC

DECISION

2026

WEST BENGAL

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, April 30

A DAY after polling concluded
in West Bengal and most exit
polls gave the Opposition BJP
the edge, TMC chief and Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
urged party workers and people
of the state to guard strong
rooms where Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) are stored,
saying she toowould stand vigil.
In a video message posted
on social media, Banerjee re-
jected the exit poll projections,
saying they had been aired on
the “instruction of the BJP” to
“demoralise” TMC workers and
said her party would cross 226
seats in the House 0f 294.
Asking TMC workers to re-
main calm, she said they must
not “retaliate right now” if at-
tacked. “I am asking our
workers and the general public
to guard the strong rooms and
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

JAMMUTO
SRINAGARIN
LESSTHANS5HRS

THE TRAIN’S design, said Rail-
ways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw,
is significantly differentasit can
operate evenat-10°C. Asingle
train has more than 3,000 semi-
conductor chips and s “highly
computerised”.

THE DAY’S first train service starts
from Jammu Tawiat6.20amand
after 3 stops will reach Srinagar at
11.10am. At2 pm, it will leave Srina-
gar and reach Jammu Tawi by 6.50
pm. The pair willrun 6 days a week.

21SECURITY personnel, includ-
ing RPF commandos, to provide
security. REPORTS: PAGES 9,15
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Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee outside a school in Kolkata which
serves as a strong room, Thursday. ExPReSS

High dramain Kolkata: TMC
claims tampering of EVMs,
poll officials reject charge

Ravik Bhattacharya
& Atri Mitra
Kolkata, April 30

HOURS AFTER Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee urged her
party to guard the EVM strong
rooms, therewashighdramain
Kolkata Thursday night as
TMC candidates Kunal Ghosh
and Shashi Panja and workers
alleged EVM tampering and sat
on a dharna at the Khudiram
Anushilan Kendra near Netaji
Indoor Stadium. BJP candi-
dates too rushed to the spot.
Banerjee,  meanwhile,

AT

reached the Sakhawat Memor-
ial Girls High School, a strong
room for EVMs from her con-
stituency Bhabanipur, at 8.15
pm and remained there until
midnight.

Workers of both the TMC
and BJP gathered outside the
school and there was heavy po-
lice deployment there.

Banerijee later said: “I have
requested that candidates and
election agents be given proper
facilities. I was here for four
hours.Iwas here to keep a vigil.
Our EVMs are here. At the

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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JAIPUR, KOLKATA,

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,

Seats VoFes polled Vqtes polled Change Dgletionsf in
in2021 in2026 in% adjudication
Samserganj 1,88,579 1,55,042 -17.8 AT
Lalgola 1,90,437 1,79,554 -5.7 55,420
Bhagabangola  2,25990 | 217,767 @ -36 = 47,493
Raghunathganj 1,90,478 1,94,238 2 46,100
Metiaburuz | 196,582 | 179,640 @ -86 @ 39579
Farakka 1,86,423 1,74,41 -6.4 38,222
Suti 216328 | 220200 @ 18 @ 37,965
Mothabari 1,63,143 160,981 | 13 = 37255
Jangipur 1,98,261 211,406 66 36,581
Ratua 219,147 | 231606 | 57 | 35573
Sandeep Singh time was lower than in 2021.
& Jatin Anand These 48 account for28% ofthe
New Delhi, April 30 total 27.16 lakh deletions. This

THE West Bengal elections
stood out for tworeasons: one, a
new criterion of ‘logical discrep-
ancies’ that deleted 27.16 lakh
names from electoral roll, and
two, a record turnout of 92.95%
which saw 31 lakh more votes
polled compared with 2021.

An analysis of the two sets of
data throws up 96 seats, which
display a telling pattern. In 48
seats, the number of voters this
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A Vande Bharat Express crosses the Chenab Bridge for the first time, Thursday after Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw flagged off the 20-coach train service between Jammu and Srinagar. Services for
the public will commence on May 2. p1i

In MP, a KBC-winning tehsildar, a flood reliet
‘scam’, and hundreds of farmers in limbo

Anand Mohan J
Sheopur, April 30

IN THE August 2021 floods that
ravaged Madhya Pradesh’s
Sheopur district, Jairam lost
more livestock than most in his
village of Lalitpura: 40 rabbits,
15 chickens, 13 goats, four cows,
two buffaloes, and two calves,
besides three homes. What he
didn’t know then was much of
the compensation meant for
families like his would never

Makand Suman; Dara Singh Meena; Sugreev Kushwaha; and Vishnu
Kushwaha say they have all been waiting for government help.

reach them.

While the money remains
elusive, the case has been

thrust into the limelight once
more with the arrest of a tehsil-
dar, Amita Singh Tomar, on

allegations of irregularities.
Tomar, a key accused in the
case, had gained fame in 2019
after winning Rs 50 lakh on
Amitabh Bachchan’s Kaun
Banega Crorepati (KBC).

“We got only Rs 5,000,”
Jairam’s wife, Urmala, alleged
when The Indian Express
visited their home. “Everyone
in our family had to take up
work; three children dropped
out of school. We built a

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

suggests that the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) could have
had an impact on the number
of voters who turned out.

BJP had won 15 of these 48
seatsin 2021.

Of the remaining 246 seats
where the number of voters is
higher than in 2021, 48 seats
polled at least 20,000 more
votes. These 48 accounted 42%
of the total additional votes

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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BRENT CRUDE PRICES HIT $126/BARREL

Rupee breaches
95-mark amid
fresh war concerns,
spikein oil prices

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, April 30

THE RUPEE fell past the 95-
per-dollar mark Thursday on
itsway to hittinganew all-time
low of 95.34-per-dollar as fresh
concerns about the war in West
Asia propelled global crude oil
prices to a four-year high. Hav-
ingclosed at 94.85 Wednesday,
the rupee ended Thursday only
slightly weaker at 94.92.
Domestic stock markets also
behaved similarly, with Nifty
and Sensex falling as much as
1.6% during the day before clos-
ing 0.75% lower. However, for
Aprilasawhole, the twobench-
mark indices were up 7-8% —
the biggest monthly gain in
over two years — after falling
more than 11% in March.
Investor apprehension
weighed heavy Thursday as
Brent crude oil prices surged to
$126 per barrel, with worries
mounting that the conflict in
West Asia could escalate after
American news website AXios
reported that US President
Donald Trump would be
briefed on “new plans for po-
tential military action” in Iran.
Market sentiment was also
weighed down by cautious
commentary by the US Federal
Reserve, which late Wednesday
left the federal funds rate target
range unchanged at 3.5-3.75%.
“The Fed’s messaging has
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FIGURES ARE DAILY CLOSING LEVELS
OF RUPEE'S US DOLLAR EXCHANGE RATE.
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IRAN THREATENS
‘PAINFUL’
RESPONSEIF U.S.
ATTACKS PAGE 18

certainly turned more hawk-
ish,” Madhavi Arora, Chief
Economist at Emkay Global Fi-
nancial Services, said. It is un-
likely the central bank “will
move on rates until there is
greater clarity” on the conflict
and evidence that effects of the
US tariffs are fading, Arora said.
The rupee is now down
more than 4% since the US and
Israel attacked Iran on Febru-
ary 28, with Foreign Portfolio
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

DON'T MAKE IT A FIGHT BETWEEN STATE, CITIZENS: SC

AIIMS can’t choose for
parents: SCrefuses to
hear plea against ending
minor’s pregnancy

Amend law to remove time limitin
case of unwanted pregnancy on
account of rape of minor girl: CJI

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, April 30

UNDERLINING THAT an un-
wanted pregnancy cannot be
thruston anyone, the Supreme
Court on Thursday refused to
entertain a curative petition
filed by the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), con-
testing the court’s earlier deci-
sion to allow a 15-year-old rape
survivor to terminate her 30-
week pregnancy. The court said
it “will not allow the institution
to choose for the parents™.

“This is a case of child rape.
The victim will have a lifelong
scar and trauma. It is now a
fight between the foetus and
the child. The child must sur-
vive, and she must have a dig-
nified life,” observed Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant,
heading a two-Judge bench
which included Justice Joyma-
lya Bagchi.

The CJI also said the Medi-
cal Termination of Pregnancy
(MTP) Act should be amended
to remove the time limit for
legal termination of preg-
nancies arising out of rape of
minor girls.

On April 24, another two-
Judgebench of Justices BV Na-
garathnaand Ujjal Bhuyan had
allowed the medical termina-
tion of pregnancy. AIIMS had
then filed a review petition,
which was dismissed by the
bench on Wednesday. AIIMS
then filed a curative petition
against the dismissal of the re-
view petition.

Appearing for AIIMS on
Thursday, Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati said
the foetus was already 30 weeks
old, and waiting for four more
weeks would be in the interest
of the minor as well as the foe-
tus. “What has to be done is

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Inthe past,
courts allowed
Govt stand of
carrying foetus
tofullterm

Apurva Vishwanath
New Delhi, April 30

IN RECENT cases involving
minors seeking termination of
advanced pregnancies, evenin

cases of rape, the Centre has ad-
vocated for carrying the foetus
to full term followed by adop-
tion, instead of approving abor-
tions beyond the 24-week
statutory limit.
The Centre’s
lawyers and the
® All India Insti-
tute of Medical
Sciences
(AIIMS), which is the nodal
medical body assigned by the
court for abortion cases, have ar-
gued that termination of preg-
nancyinadvanced casesis “akin
to foeticide”.

Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati made thisargu-
ment on Thursday, too, in the
curative plea filed by AIIMS,
pressing for the 15-year-old rape
survivor to carry the foetus for
“fourmore weeks” in the interest
of the minoraswell as the foetus.

While the SC refused to en-
tertain the plea in this case,
courts have declined to allow
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e SOMVEER GHASOLA FROM BHIWANI DISTRICT HAS ACQUIRED 65 ACRES ON A 99-YEAR LEASE FOR AN EQUIVALENT OF Rs 1.5 CR IN TANZANIA, POINTED OUT AN ACRE IN HARYANA CAN COST Rs 25 LAKH TO OVERRs 1CR

Haryana to Tanzania: With help from state govt tarmers bridge the gap

Sukhbir Siwach

Chandigarh, April 30
THREE YEARS after Haryana
began a push for investment
opportunitiesin Tanzania, with
regular visits by officials and
private delegations, the state
government has started ident-
ifying nearly one lakh acres in
the East African country for its

state’s farmers, “we will verify
documentation with the auth-
oritiessothat they don’t face dif-
ficulties”. “We also plan to sign
an MoU with the Tanzanian
government to formalise this
cooperation,” the official said,
marking the Haryana govern-
ment’s first overseas initiative
undertaken atsuchalargescale.

On Wednesday, Haryana

farmersto pursue ag- Foreign Cooperation
ricultural ventures. | PAGE1 . Minister Rao Narbir

AseniorHaryana | anChOl‘ | Singh chaired a
government official meeting with poten-
told The Indian Ex- tial investors keen to

pressthat after identifying land
that can be acquired by the

explore opportunitiesin Tanza-
nia and other African countries.

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

Yogesh Sharma (above), a CA
from Haryana, has acquired
160 acres in Morogoro,
Tanzania; his mother inspecting
the fields express

The fertile soil and climatic
conditions in Tanzania, as well
ascheap availability ofland, are

the reasons for Haryana zoom-
ing in on the country. Tanza-
nia’s location along the Indian
Ocean offers direct maritime
routes to India and global mar-
kets, making agricultural ex-
ports more viable.

Somveer Ghasola from Bhi-
wani districtisamong Haryana
farmers who have already
begun leasingland in Tanzania.

Ghasola, who has acquired
65 acres on a 99-year lease for
equivalent of Rs 1.5 crore, points
outthestriking contrastinland
prices. “In Haryana, an acre of
land can cost between Rs 25
lakh and over Rs 1 crore de-

pending on location,” says the
58-year-old.

Officials say the idea to ex-
plore options in Tanzania orig-
inated with Manohar Lal Khat-
tar as Chief Minister, with his
government giving the slogan
“Go Global”. Following that,
Haryana established the dedi-
cated ‘Department of Foreign
Cooperation’ to strengthen in-
ternational partnerships.

Since Tanzania was ident-
ified as a lucrative destination,
delegations of Haryana officials
and interested investors have
visited the country regularly.
Like Khattar, his successor as

CM, Nayab Singh Saini, has
been holding meetings with
Tanzanian officials and stake-
holders for large-scale farming
opportunities.

Earlier this year, a Haryana-
Africa Strategic Partnership
Meetingwas organised at Suraj-
kund in Faridabad.

Ghasola, who fought the
2024 Assembly elections as an
Independent from Badhrainci-
dentally and lost, had earlier set
up aminingbusiness near Tan-
zania’s capital Dodoma. He
bought the 65 acres he owns in
2025 for warehousing initially,

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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AIIMS cites condition
of child bornunder
similar circumstances

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, April 30

SEEKING RECALL of the Su-
preme Court’s April 24, 2026,
order directing it to carry out
medical termination of a 7-
month pregnancy, the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) highlighted before the
top court the therisks associated
with Medical Termination of
Pregnancy (MTP), citingthe con-
dition of a child born after the
procedure was done on a minor
rape survivor following a Delhi
High Court order last year.

AIIMS said the pregnancy in
that case waslittle over 23 weeks
and the child was born alive on
April 20, 2025. The child which
celebrated its first birthday re-
cently “has remained admitted
at AIIMS and has suffered, and
continues to suffer, severe, life-
altering and permanent compli-
cations,” the Institute said.

The AIIMS submitted that
“In addition to...grave medical
complications...the child born
alive has, as of date not been ac-
cepted by any Non-Governmen-
tal Organisation (NGO) for care,
and the prospects of the child
being adopted in future are se-
verely diminished — if not neg-
ligible — given the severity and
permanence of the child’s con-
ditions.”

The baby weighed “755
grams” which is “critically low,
reflecting the consequences of
extreme prematurity”, the plea
pointed out.

Itadded, “The child required
mechanical ventilation for ap-
proximately six to seven months
following birth, indicative of
critical and sustained respir-
atory failure from the very onset
of extra-uterine life.”

AIIMS said its “team tried to
wean the child from ventilator
on many occasions and failed
dueto Tracheobronchomalacia
and Bronchopulmonary Dys-
plasia (BPD) — a severe chronic
lung disease directly caused by
extreme prematurity — result-

ingin prolonged inability to sus-
tain independent respiration”.

The institute said “the child
suffered multiple episodes of
sepsis during NICU admission,
each constitutinga life-threaten-
ing systemicinfection requiring
aggressive medical interven-
tion” and “was diagnosed with
Patent Ductus Arteriosus (PDA)
and underwent surgical PDA li-
gation — a significant cardiac
surgical procedure”.

It said, “finally, the child
underwent tracheostomy on
24.12.2025 (a hole is created in
the windpipe of the child and
tube is inserted to facilitate
breathing) and remains tra-
cheostomised on room air”.

The review plea said “the
child is now approximately one
year of age and is entirely de-
pendent on tracheostomy care
for survival. Care of tracheos-
tomy requires constant medical
supervision. The child is at risk
of life threatening complications
if the tube gets accidently
blocked or it comes out. More-
over, the child cannot speak.” It
“hasbeen diagnosed with Optic
Disc Pallor, indicating signifi-
cant and likely permanent vi-
sion impairment.”

AIIMS said “the child has
been assessed to have Global De-
velopmental Delay with a cur-
rent developmental age of only
4 to S months — despite being
chronologically approximately
oneyearold —indicatingsevere
neurodevelopmental compro-
mise”.

The plea pointed out that
“the treating medical team at
AIIMS has documented” many
“anticipated long-term compli-
cations and comorbidities for
this child, each expected to per-
sist for the child's lifetime”.

AIIMS cited this as “real-
world, empirical and docu-
mented proof” of the risks as-
sociated with abortion after the
gestational 24-week period, but
theSCwentontodismissthere-
view petition on April29 and the
curative petition on Thursday.

Allahabad HC quashes
order saying father
cangive children’s
custody to ‘any person’

Bhupendra Pandey
Lucknow, April 30

A DIVISION bench of the Alla-
habad High Court has quashed
a single-bench order that held
that a father had the right to
transfer the custody of his
minor child to any person, say-
ing that this was “against all
cannons of law and morality™.

Thedivision bench, headed
by Chief Justice Arun Bhansali,
was hearing a plea filed by a
woman, who had raised objec-
tionsto her estranged husband
handingover the custody of her
children, aged 6 and 4, to his
married sister, termingitillegal.

In an order on April 3, a
single bench of Justice Anil
Kumar-X had dismissed the
woman’s habeas corpus peti-
tion, stating, “...a father, being
the guardian of a minor, has
every right to transfer de facto
the custody of his minor child
toany person. Therefore, one of
the parents cannot challenge
the right of the father in order
to have custody of a minor to
another person accordingto his
own will and consent.”

The woman, through her
two minor sons, challenged the

single-bench order.

Hearing the appeal, a divi-
sion bench of Chief Justice
Bhansali and Justice Kshitij
Shailendrastated on April 28, “A
perusal of the conclusion arrived
at by learned single judge
wherein it has been held that a
father, being the guardian of a
minor, haseveryrighttotransfer
de facto the custody of his minor
child to ‘any person’, cannot be
sustained under any circum-
stance.” Itsaid, “Further finding
that one of the parents cannot
challenge the right of the father
in order to have custody of mi-
nors to another person accord-
ing to his own will and consent
alsois wholly unsustainable.”

“To dismiss the petition
with the observations that the
father has the right to transfer
de facto custody of a minor
child to any person, is against
all canons of law and morality
and the same, therefore, are
required to be set aside,” the
bench further added. Quashing
and setting aside the single
bench order, the division bench
restored the habeas corpus writ
petition to its original number
and remanded the matter back
to the single judge.
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Mamata

counting centres. I ask all our
candidates in 294 seats to indi-
vidually guard the strongrooms
and counting centres. In my
area, I will do so. Guard during
the day and night. If I can do it,
you too can. Stay awake at night
duringthevigiland in the morn-
ing hand over the job to others,”
she said.

Banerjee alleged there was a
plan to “change the machines
(EVMs)” oncethey aretaken out
of strong rooms and sent to
countingcentres. “There should
be no negligence on your part,”
she said.

She instructed party leaders
not to leave the counting table
until she holds a press confer-
enceon May4, the counting day.
“Also, remember, whatever the
count is on the table, they will
change it while uploading it to
computers. Keepaneyeonthat,
too,” she said, adding, “I will be
at the counting hall. All other
candidatesshould alsobeinthe
counting hall. You have worked
so hard. This you will have todo
for Bengal.”

She accused the BJP of “ma-
nipulating the exit polls” tokeep
the market stable. “Since the BJP
realised it haslost, it is playing a
final gameby usingthe mediato
discourage our workers. If the
truth comes out, there will be a
landslide in the share market.
Therefore, to keep the share
market stable, they did this.
Theydid thisin2016 and in 2021,
too. Whatever is shown in the
name of exit polls is coming
from the BJP,” she alleged.

“The Prime Minister, the

leaders of 19 states wanted to
subdue us, but they themselves
havebeen subdued inthevoting
machines. I assure you, what-
everisbeingshownonTV chan-
nels is done through paying
bribes or forcefully. This is be-
cause we may get 230 (seats). We
will cross 226 in 2026,” she said.

She thanked voters for stand-
inginlongqueuesinthe heaton
pollingday. “Tam also grateful to
our workers who fought hard
duringtheelections. Theytoler-
ated atrocities by the Central
forces,” she said.

Banerjee alleged that the
Central forces and police officers
from other states whom the
Election Commission had de-
ployed as observers “beat up”
people and TMC workers. “Even
women and children were not
spared. I was awake for two
nights as they (Central forces)
raided the homes of our workers
and leaders. Many of our
workers have been arrested so
that they cannot be our agents
on polling day,” she said.

“Please remain calm and
trust your Didi and the people of
Bengal. Rest assured, our ‘Maa-
Mati-Manush government will
be formed again. If attacked,
don’t retaliate right now. Stay
calm. I will ask the administra-
tion nottotouch our workerson
counting day,” she said. Target-
ing PM Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Banerjee said, “Through
Amit Shah’s direct interference,
Central forceshavebeenusedin
the polls by BJP. First, it was the
SIR and then the Central forces.
People have answered through
their votes. The BJP will get the
answer on May 4.”

gbreaches 95-mark

Investors (FPIs) continuing to
leave Indian financial markets
due to concerns about how ex-
posed the country'seconomy is
to higher energy prices.

According to Barclays ana-
lysts, the rupee is “one of the
more vulnerable currencies to
an energy price shock”. “After
breaking through the key psy-
chologically important level of
95.0, risks of further INR weak-
ness remain, with potential to
hit our 2026 year-end forecast
0f96.80 sooner than expected,”
Barclays said Thursday.

After selling $12.7 billion of
stocks in March, April has seen
FPIs pull out to the tune of $6.5
billion. So far in 2026, FPIs’ net
equity sales have totalled $20.7
billion — more than the $18.9
billion they withdrew in all of
2025. Several foreign broker-
ages, including HSBC and Mor-
gan Stanley, have downgraded
their view on Indian equities in
recent weeks.

“..what we are witnessing is
atextbook reflexive trade -- ris-
ingoil pricestriggering FII (For-
eign Institutional Investors)
outflows, FII outflows com-
pounding the dollar demand
from oil importers, and the
combination overwhelming
whatever defence the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) is putting
up,” said Anindya Banerijee,
Head of Commodity and Cur-
rency Research at Kotak Secur-

ities.

“TheRBIlisinterveningand
will continue to intervene. But
the central bank's strategy here
is volatility management, not
level defence,” Banerjee said.

The rupee breaching the 95-
mark marks a reversal of the
gains made in late March and
early April afterthe RBl acted to
curb speculative bets against
the currency. Economists have
warned that India’s Balance of
Payments -- the balance of the
trade deficit and capital inflows
such as Foreign Direct Invest-
ment and remittances -- could
be in the negative zone for a
third straight year in 2026-27
and requires structural sol-
utions.

“Exchange rate cannot be
construed a shock absorbing
mechanism in perpetuity, asin-
creased levels of uncertainties
and volatilities render it to
transform into a pass-through
mechanism of imported infla-
tion seeping through multiple
channels,” Soumya Kanti
Ghosh, SBI's Group Chief Econ-
omic Advisor, said in a note
Wednesday. “It is thus impera-
tive that acomprehensive set of
measures are required given
that BoP (Balance of Payments)
could be negative for the third
consecutive year.”

Ghosh expects India’s Bal-
ance of Payments to be (-)$28
billion in 2026-27.

Haryanato Tanzania

he says. “The land lies along a
national highway that connects
four to five neighbouring coun-
tries. (I realised then) The land
here is very fertile and offers
immense opportunities for far-
ming.”

Emphasising the math
again, Ghasola says: “Depend-
ing on quality, land can be
leased for Rs 25,000-Rs 50,000
per acre for 99 years, whereasin
Haryana, afarmer pays around
Rs 50,000 just for a one-year
contract. This means that with

| an investment of Rs 50 lakh, a

farmer can lease 100 acres and
cultivate crops with good irriga-
tion facilities.”

Among the crops Ghasola
has identified as suited for the
land are maize, rice, sugarcane,
and horticultural crops, and
says “the quality of cashew nuts
isunmatched”.

“With Haryana farmers’ ex-
pertise in mechanized farming,

irrigation, and high-yield seeds,
productivity can be signifi-
cantly enhanced.”

Another Haryana entrepre-
neur who has invested in Tan-
zania is Shiv Kumar Kamboj,
whohasacquired a20-acre fac-
tory site. Kamboj, who is from
Yamunanagar district, pur-
chased a core veneer factory
from a Chinese national in Sep-
tember 2025, with nearly 50
employees.

“We process eucalyptus
wood into core veneer (the
inner layer providing strength
and stability to engineered
wood panels). Despite chal-
lenges during the rainy season
from December to April, we
have already supplied nearly
1,500 tonnes,” he says.

Officials also believe if a
large number of Haryana
farmers begin farming in Tan-
zania, it will boost exports of ag-
ricultural equipment.

48 seats showed voter dip

polled, but just 2.66 lakh dele-
tions (average 5,548 per seat).
BJP had won 14 of these 48
seatsin 2021.
Onthedeletionsfronttoo, the
27.16 lakh votes deleted show
huge variation; it ranges from
deletion of 74,775 votes in Sam-
serganj to just 71 deletions in

Manbazar. With over 90 per cent
voting in both the consti-
tuencies, the variation in dele-
tions meant that while Samser-
ganj (96.04%) saw a net decline
in 33,536 votes polled (17.8% de-
clineover2021), Manbazar (91.73)
saw anetaddition of 20,605 votes
polled (rise of 9.6 per cent).
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High drama

Netaji Indoor Stadium, we have
seen EVMs being opened. So 1
visited here because I wanted to
check. Initially, they stopped us.
But later, the RO (returning of-
ficer) allowed me to enter. I will
ensure that votes are not cap-
tured forcibly in a democratic
set-up. This is our area. I could
have brought thousands here. I
didnot.” TheEVMsaresealedin
strongrooms. On May 4, theday
of counting, the EVMs will be
broughtto the counting centres.

The TMC, in a statement on
X, accused the BJP of colluding
with the Election Commission
to tamper with ballot boxes and
EVMs and described it as “the
murder of democracy in broad
daylight”.

The party claimed that
CCTYV footage showed ballot
boxesbeing opened without the
presence of authorised repre-
sentatives of political parties.

Election officialsrejected the
TMC charge of tampering of
EVMs. CEO Manoj Agarwal said,
“Nothing has been done out of
the statutory procedure of ECI.
Theallegation that cameisbase-
less. Even after that, we are seek-
ing a report. If anyone breaches
thelegal procedure, stern action
will be taken.”

Smita Pandey, DEO of North
Kolkata, said, “AllEVMs are per-
fectly sealed and closed in the
strong room. Their footage can
be seen from the CCTV camera
installed. In Khudiram Anushi-
lan Kendra, there are seven ACs
and one room is for postal bal-
lots. What happened today isthe
segregation of postal ballots.”

segregation process in the corri-
dor of Khudiram Anushilam
Kendra. We had already in-
formed all political parties that
we were goingto do this process
from 4 pm. So, this allegation is
not correct. After the allegation,
we went there with the candi-
dates who protested, showing
them everything was according
to SOP by EC and there was no
breach of strong room. Every-
thing was recorded,” Pandey
said.

This was hours after EC in-
troduced a QR-based ID system
to strengthen security at the
counting centres.

The EC, in a press note, said:
“To eliminate the possibility of
any unauthorised persons from
entering counting centres, the
Election Commission of India
hasintroduced a QR code-based
Photo Identity Card module on
ECINET.

“A three-tier security mech-
anism has been prescribed for
verification of identity at count-
ing centres. At the first and sec-
ond tiers, Photo Identity Cards
issued by the RO (returning of-
ficers) shall be checked man-
ually. At the third and innermost
security cordon near the count-
inghall, entry shall be permitted
only after successful verification
through QR code scanning,” the
EC said. “The new QR code-
based Photo Identity Cards will
be applicable for the categories
of persons authorised by ECI to
enter countingcentresand halls,
which include Returning Of-
ficers, Assistant Returning Of-
ficers, counting staff, technical
personnel, candidates, election
agents and counting agents,
among others,” the EC said.

Farmersinlimbo

two-room house with loans
taken from relatives.”

Official records in Sheopur
show 960 farmers were listed as
beneficiaries in Badoda tehsil,
with amodest Rs2,40,68,720 al-
located after the survey.

Investigators say much ofthe
money never reached the bene-
ficiaries and instead found its
way into127bankaccounts held
by people with no connectionto
flood victims — residents of
towns as far as Shivpuri and
Manpur, and, in some cases,
relatives of patwaris who pre-
pared the compensation lists.

Tomar, who was arrested in
March, isamong 30 arrested in
the case, with police alleging
theinvolvement of a network of
revenue officials siphoning
money meant for farmers.

Ofthe Rs 2.4 crore allocated
for 960 farmers, less than Rs 30
lakh meant for 133 reached the
intended beneficiaries. The rest
was allegedly funnelled into un-
related accounts — on average,
relief meant for six farmers was
pooled into a single account,
thenwithdrawn in careful frag-
ments to avoid detection.

These transactions were al-
legedly cleared with Tomar’s
digital credentials.

While 110 accused have been
identified, at least 30 have been
arrested, police said. Tomarand
18 patwaris have been sanc-
tioned for prosecution. Three of
those arrested are private com-
puter operators, with police rely-
ing on their statements to un-
tangle the alleged racket.

“The accused patwaris re-
vealed that the tehsildar (Tomar)
wastoreceive around Rs751akh
to Rs 80 lakh, and the rest of the
amount was disbursed to the
other accused,” SDOP Avneet
Sharma said. “Most of the ac-
cused are relatives of patwaris
who offered theirbank accounts
as vehicles for the diversion.”

Additional DM Rupesh Up-
adhyay, who oversaw relief op-
erations before being trans-
ferred, said, “I was transferred
after floods in August 2021. Had
I been there, this fraud would
not havetaken place. Tomarwas
previously attached toland rec-
ords office and was posted as
tehsildar a few months after the
floods.”

The allegations first surfaced
in 2021 when thedistrictadmin-
istration complained to the po-
licethatover Rs2crore had been
transferred to unauthorised ac-
counts. An FIR wasregistered in

Egnancy

foeticide itself, which is pro-
hibited under the law,” she said.

The bench did not agree.
“Unwanted pregnancies cannot
beburdened onthewoman,” the
CJIsaid, addingthat the hospital
should keepin mind notjustthe
fate of the unborn foetus, but
also the trauma of the minor girl.
“Imagine, she is a child. She
should be studying now. But we
want to make her a mother. Im-
agine the pain, the humiliation
the child has suffered in this.”

The bench said it has to give
priority tothe choice of the girl’s
family. “No, wewill notallow the
institution to choose for the par-
ents. The parents will choose,
the institution will enable the
choice,” Justice Bagchi said.

Bhati said the MTP Act had
laid down a cut-off period of 24
weeks because of the health risks
beyond that. “Please amend
your law that in case of an un-
wanted pregnancy on account
of rape of a minor girl, the time
limitation will not be there,” the
CJI said. “This law should be
very organic and it should be
alive to the (advancements) in
medical science... Also bring a
law so that these kinds of trials
are over in a week...Attach the
property of the accused, give
everythingtothevictimand fin-
ishitwithinaweek,” hesaid, ask-
ing why a minor rape victim
should suffer the trauma of the
trial too.

“Law is not developed
through momentary senti-
ments. Law has to see the whole
life before the person. If required
to be ruthless, it must become,”

September 2023 against six rev-
enue officers. The case gained
momentum this March after To-
mar’s alleged role surfaced and
the Prevention of Corruption Act
was invoked.

According to investigators,
while beneficiary names were
retained during disbursement,
account numbers were
swapped. Money was then
funnelled into 127 accounts that
acted as “collection points”,
pooling funds meant for
multiple beneficiaries. “The
money was withdrawn in parts:
Rs50,000,Rs60,000,Rs 90,000,
and just over Rs1lakh, meantto
resemble ordinary rural transac-
tions,” an officer said.

Scrutiny of records showed
some officials allegedly linked to
large diversions: Patwari Laxmi-
narayan Gorchiya to nearly Rs
89.6 lakh meant for 312 farmers,
Inayat Khan to over Rs 40 lakh
meant for 213 farmers, and Me-
waram Gorchiya to Rs 15.6 lakh
meant for 62 farmers. None re-
sponded to queries. All are
among those arrested.

With transfers requiring a
tehsildar’s authentication, in-
vestigators are probinghow they
were cleared. A 2023 inquiry
committee found that records
allegedly bore only the tehsil-
dar’s and patwaris’ signatures,
though rules require verification
by revenueinspectorsor clerical

“Whatis your parens patriae
(alegal doctrine allowing the
statetoactastheguardian forin-
dividuals unable to care for
themselves) approach? Give re-
specttothecitizen.Showdatato
the parents...and if they choose
tokeepit, thensobeit. Butifthey
think that mental health isin
jeopardy, they will take a call.
Please do not press your cura-
tive,” Justice Bagchi said.

“If a curative has to come, it
hastocome from them (thegirl's
parents), not from you. Let us
not make it a fight between the
State and the citizens,” he said.
“Itis not for AIIMS to choose for
the citizens. It is just to render
medical service,” he said.

“Let not the medical per-
sonnel, because of their special-
ised knowledge, become the
masters of the will of the
people. The people will decide.
We are also service providers.
AsJudges, we cannot decide for
the litigant. If a litigant comes
to us with a case, even if we
know this case has no merit, we
have to deal with it as per proce-
dures oflaw. Sodothe doctors...
they can’t decide for patients,”
Justice Bagchi said.

Bhati then urged that the in-
stitute be permitted to counsel
the parents and return to the
court again. The bench said
AIIMS was free to counsel, but
added that it should be the par-
entsand not the institute, which
can come backtoit.

The court also interacted
with two AIIMS doctors, who
cited the example of an earlier
MTP to highlight the risk. “Too
much focus on the child and not
the mother who has gone
through such pain,” the CJIsaid.

staff. Tomar joined the MP rev-
enue service in 2003 as a Naib
Tehsildar and was promoted
around 2011, moving across 25
tehsils overtwodecades. In Feb-
ruary this year, the Sheopur dis-
trict administration granted
sanction to prosecute her for al-
leged criminal breach of trust,
cheating, forgery and criminal
conspiracy, as well as under
provisions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act. On February 11,
the Madhya Pradesh High Court
cancelled her anticipatory bail.

Public Prosecutor Anurag
Sharma, who opposed her an-
ticipatory bail, had said Tomar
“defalcated an amount which
wasrequired tobe transferred to
the persons affected by floods”.

In her response before the
court, Tomar said she signed
only after proper verification.
She maintained in court thatshe
wasthe “procedural endpointin
achainshedid not control”, that
she neither handled the finan-
cial transactions nor received di-
rect monetary benefit, and that
her name did not appear in the
original FIR.

Upadhyay said itisthe tehsil-
dar’sdutyto verifybank account
details. Three of them - Ram
Avtar, Dheeraj Suman, and Yo-
gesh Gautam —were arrested on
April1, with police allegingsome
funds were diverted to their ac-
counts.

Courts allowed Govt stand of carrying foetus to full term

the termination of pregnancyin
other cases in the past, allowing
the Centre’s stand.

In January 2024, the Delhi
HC recalled its order allowing a
widow, who was then 32 weeks
pregnant, to go for an abortion.

In July 2025, when the Delhi
HC allowed abortion for a 16-
year-old rape survivor, AIIMS
moved an appeal arguing that
the termination of a pregnancy
at over 27 weeks would be “akin
tofoeticide”. Afterthe HC’s divi-
sion bench “suggested” to the
minor's mother to consider the
Centre’sstand, itwas agreed that
the 16-year-old would carry the
pregnancy to full term.

On October 10, 2023, AIIMS

Hate speech

before the trial court, and the
reasons recorded by the courts
below, we are in agreement
with the conclusion that no
cognizable offence is made
out,” thebench said inits order
Wednesday. The petition said
that on January 27, 2020, Tha-
kur made a hate speech at a
rally, shouting the slogan “desh
ke gaddaron ko” and exhorting
the crowd to respond with “goli
maaro saalon ko”.

It also alleged that on Janu-
ary 28, 2020, Verma made in-
flammatory hate speecheswhile
campaigning for the BJP. It also
cited an interview in which he
threatened use of force to re-
move Shaheen Bagh protesters.

The petitioners said they in-
itially approached the Delhi Po-

had written to the Supreme
Courtinthe case ofa27-year-old
married woman seeking to end
her 26-week pregnancy. The
doctor’semail sought a directive
on whether “foeticide” must be
performed to give effect to the
judicial order allowing termina-
tion. After receiving the AIIMS
report, the same two-judge SC
bench was split on allowing the
abortion. One ofthejudges, Jus-
tice Hima Kohli, had asked
which court would say “stop the
foetal heartbeat™.

Alarger three-judge bench
then rescinded the order on
abortion, observing that “we
cannot kill a child”.

However, in April 2024, the

lice Commissioner and the Par-
liament Street SHO to seek reg-
istration of FIRs against the two
leaders. When the police refused
to register an FIR, they moved
the Rouse Avenue court of Addi-
tional Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate (I).

Accordingtothe petitioners,
their complaint was dismissed
on August 26,2020, by the lower
court which held it was not
maintainable in law in the ab-
sence of prior sanction from the
competent authority to pros-
ecute the named accused.

On June 13, 2022, the Delhi
HC rejected Karat and Tiwari’s
pleas for registration of hate
speech FIRs against the two BJP
leaders, observing that “the
statements were not directed
against any specificcommunity
nor did they incite violence or
public disorder”.

The HC also said that in re-

SC allowed a 14-year-old minor,
a sexual assault survivor, to ter-
minate her pregnancy at 31
weeks. The minor had said that
shediscovered her pregnancy at
around 25 weeks. The Bombay
HCinitially denied termination
becauseitexceeded the 24-week
statutory limit, but subse-
quently allowed it when the
state government consented. As
the pregnancy progressed to 30
weeks, a hospital in Mumbai,
through ASG Aishwarya Bhati,
expressed caution and sought
guidance, citing the mother’s
“changing statements” and the
medical risks associated with
foeticide via intracardiac injec-
tion at such an advanced stage.

spect of offences falling within
the ambit of Section 196 of the
CrPC, the power under Section
156(3) of CrPC to direct registra-
tion of an FIR and investigation
could notbeexercised inthe ab-
sence of prior sanction.

The SC, however, disagreed
with this reasoning of the lower
court and the HC. It said the
requirement of prior sanction
arises only at the stage of the
magistrate taking cognizance,
not before.

“The scheme of CrPC does
not contemplate any embargo
onthedirection for registration
of an FIR or the conduct of in-
vestigation at the pre-cogni-
zance stage. To hold otherwise
would amount to introducinga
restriction not envisaged by the
legislature. The process of
criminal law is sequential: in-
formation of a cognizable of-
fence must firstbe received; an

The SC allowed the termi-
nation, noting the medical ad-
vice that though termination of
pregnancy at this stage was
risky, there was a greater threat
to the minor's life if the preg-
nancy continued to its full
term. The opinion of doctorsis
crucial since the MTP Act
allows termination of preg-
nancy only on the advice of
doctors. Medical termination of
pregnanciesisallowed upto24
weeks.

After 24 weeks, the MTP Act
requires a medical board to be
set up in “approved facilities”,
which may allow it only if there
is a substantial foetal abnor-
mality.

FIR must then be registered; in-
vestigation must follow; a re-
port under Section 173 of CrPC
must thereafter be submitted;
and it is only at that stage that
the question of taking cogni-
zance arises,” the bench said.
“The position of law, as crys-
tallised by this Court, is un-
equivocal. Where information
discloses the commission of a
cognizable offence, registration
of an FIR ismandatory. The po-
lice, in such circumstances,
have no discretion in the
matter, either under the statu-
tory scheme or by way of inter-
pretative latitude,” it said. “Fail-
ure on the part of the
authorities to perform their
statutory duties at the thresh-
old stage not only defeats the
legislative intent but also places
the ordinary citizen in a posi-
tion of vulnerability againstin-
stitutional inaction...”
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Somnath Yatra, BJP
govt’s first such initiative
after coming to power

in Capital, flagged off

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 30

IN FIRST such initiative by the
Delhi government, Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta on Thursday,
along with Union Culture Min-
ister Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat, flagged off a special train
from Safdarjung Railway Sta-
tion in the Capital with 1,400 pil-
grims headed to “Somnath
Swabhiman Parv” at Gujarat's
Somnath temple. Somnath
Swabhiman Parv commemor-
ates1,000 yearssince the first at-
tack by Mahmud of Ghazni on
the Somnath Temple in 1026.

Dedicating the initiative to
“1,000 years of unbroken faith”,
aimed at reconnecting the
people of Delhi with their spiri-
tual heritage, the CM said that
Delhi is the first state or
union territory in the country
to send nearly 1,400 pilgrims
together on such a large-scale
and well-organised three-day
Somnath Yatra. “The Delhi
government is bearing the en-
tire cost of rail travel and meals,
while the Gujarat government
will arrange accommodation,
local transport and temple vi-
sits,” Gupta said.

With Hindu devotees and
pilgrims in focus, the BJP gov-
ernment — after coming to
power last year — hasunveiled
schemes like “Bhajan Club-
bing”, “Navratri festivals” and
celebrations of other festivals
on alarge scale basis.

However, the previous AAP
government had alsolaunched
aninitiative for Hindu pilgrims
in2018. Similar tothe Somnath
Yatra, the previous AAP gov-
ernment launched Teerth Yatra
Yojana, which took Hindu pil-
grims from Delhi to several
iconic temples such as Ra-
meshwaram and Tirupati.

Ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, the then
AAP government also added
Ayodhya temple in the Yatra
and about 4,000 people partici-
pated. Since its launch,
84 trains carrying 81,000
people have been sent on such
pilgrimages.

" ABHINAV SAHA

CM Rekha Gupta with Union
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat and Delhi Minister
Kapil Mishra during the flag-off
ceremony in Delhi on Thursday.

LG: Integrate
spiritual tourism
with Yamuna
redevelopment

New Delhi: Delhi LG Taranjit
Singh Sandhu has directed the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) to integrate elements of
“spiritual tourism” while rede-
veloping ghats along the Ya-
muna, said officials Thursday.

The directions were issued
in a recently held meeting by
the LG with DDA officials that
discussed the rejuvenation and
restoration of the Yamuna
Bazar and its ghats near Kash-
mere Gate, officials added.

“While Vasudev Ghat, along
with other restored ghats such
as Asita, Baansera,and Yamuna
Biodiversity Park, hasemerged
as an eco-friendly, sustainable,
and green public space on the
floodplains, several other ghats
still need to be developed on
similar lines by DDA with the
cooperation of other depart-
ments.” Sandhu said.

“Held a detailed discussion
with DDA officials on the reju-
venation and restoration of the
historic Yamuna Bazar and its
ghats. This follows my recent
site visit with CM Rekha Gupta
where we directed the DDA to
prepare a comprehensive plan
torevitalize thisimportant heri-
tage stretch,” hewrote on X. ENS
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THREE YEARS AFTER VARSITY FORMED SIX-MEMBER COMMITTEE TO FRAME POLICIES

‘Notfeasible’: DU won’t proceed with policy
to regulate social media activities of staff

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, April 30

NEARLY THREE years after it
first moved to frame policies
pertaining to social media use
ofitsemployees, Delhi Univer-
sity has arrived at a conclusion
that it cannot proceed further
with such regulation, The In-
dian Express has learnt.

In December 2023, the uni-
versity constituted a six-
member committee to frame
policies governingthe use of so-
cial media by its employees. At
the time, officials described the
move as an effort to ensure “re-
sponsible” and “effective” com-
munication within the univer-
sity community. Teachers,
however, warned it risked curb-
ingacademic freedom and free
expression on campus.

Now, after multiple dis-
cussions, the committee has
little to show for its mandate. A
university official familiar with

the deliberations said that
members concluded it was not
feasible to draft a policy to
monitor social media activities,
given that employees operate
theiraccountsinapersonal ca-
pacity. “Each stakeholder is
using social media from their
personal accounts. It is not
possible for the university to
frame a policy to monitor that,”
the official said.

While the university steps
back from regulatingits faculty
members and staff, one of its
most prominent colleges was at
the centre of a controversy over
disciplining students for what
they say online. Hansraj College
had recently suspended several
students for allegedly “defam-
ing” the institution on social
media, prompting protestsand
raising questions about how
universities define and police
online speech. The disciplinary
action, issued through a series
of notices, cited students’ posts

Teachers at DU had warned the
move risked curbing free
expression on campus. FILE

and language on digital plat-
forms as grounds for suspen-
sion.

Asked about the apparent
contradiction — a university
unable to regulate its em-
ployees’ online presence while
itscolleges take punitive action
against students — the official
drewaclearline. “Weleave col-
lege matters to the college ad-
ministration,” the official said.

At Hansraj College, the sus-
pensions of 11 students — in-
cluding seven accused of de-
faming the college on social
media and all four office-
bearers of the students’ union
— has, however, now been re-
voked, marking a partial roll-
back after days of protests and
criticism.

In two notices issued on
April 30, the college said the
suspensions would be “termin-
ated” following recommenda-
tions from its disciplinary
bodies. One notice stated that,
“based on the observations of
the Special Core Sub-Discipline
Committee and the subsequent
recommendations of the Stu-
dents’ Welfare and Discipline
Committee, the suspension...
shall be terminated with effect
from 10.05.2026.” A second no-
tice, referring to earlier orders
dated April 20 and April 22, said
the action would be withdrawn
“with effect from 15.05.2026”.

Why Pink cards may become must for free travel

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, April 30

EVEN AS the Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC) has issued
nearly 5.56 lakh Pink Saheli
Smart Cards to female bus pas-
sengers in the Capital for free
travel since the initiative was
launched last month, only
about 5-6% of female passen-
gers —roughly 6,000-8,000 —
are using the cards at present,
according to official data.

The Pink Saheli Smart Card
initiative waslaunched by Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu on
March 2. The move was aimed
at replacing the Pink ticketing
system— launched by the pre-
vious AAP government in 2019
— with Centre’s ‘One Nation,
One Card’ initiative through
Pink National Common Mobil-
ity Card (NCMC) card. It aimed
to ensure that only female pas-

e Key highlights

® No of Pink Saheli Smart Cards
issued so far: 5.56 lakh

® Daily female passenger
ridership: 6-7 lakh

® Usage: Only 6,000-8,000
female riders

® Pink Saheli Smart Card likely to
be made mandatory for free
travelling in buses from July

sengers, aged above 12 who
reside in Delhi, could avail the
free travel facility.

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, after the launch, had
said that Pink tickets could be
used for three months. But a
majority of female passengers,
according to officials, have not
yet switched from Pink tickets.

Officials are now mulling
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conducting a survey toidentify
the reasons behind the low
usage and the Saheli cards may
be made mandatory for free
travel by July.

“The daily average bus ri-
dershipis23lakh... Of this, 6 to
7lakhriders are women. Butwe
have observed that the Pink
Smart Card isnotbeingused by
even 50% of women passen-
gers... This means the remain-
ing continue to travel using
Pink tickets,” said an official.

With the survey, DTC will
try to identify the possible rea-
sons behind the low usage —
whether female passengers do
not have the card, whether they
are from other states, or
whether conductors are not
asking them to use the card.

Apart from the survey, DTC
isplanningto carry out surprise
checks in buses. “After this, we
will make free travelling man-

14

datory through Pink Cards and
gradually discontinue the Pink
tickets,” said an official, adding
that the survey will start in May.
The official added, “Since
May and June are peak summer
months, the card has not been
made mandatory yet, butitwill
become compulsory from July.
Before that, awareness cam-
paigns will be conducted in
buses to encourage its use.”
The free travel scheme for
women in Delhi was launched
in 2019 by the then AAP govern-
ment. Under the previous AAP
government’s ‘Pink Passes’
scheme, over 150 crore pink
tickets have been sold so far.
The current government
has allocated Rs 450 crore for
the scheme in the 2026-27
Budget. The process of issuing
these cards hasbeen underway
since March, and currently itis
being done at 58 centres.
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Students have been advised
to adhere to the college’s stan-
dard operating procedures,
with a warning that “appropri-
ate proceedings may again
be initiated” in case of non-
compliance.

The Indian Express had re-
ported on the suspensionsinits
April 27 edition. In what now
appears to have been a precur-
sor to the rollback, Principal
Rama Sharma had signalled a
review earlier this week. She
told The Indian Express on
Monday that the college had
agreed toreconsider two show-
cause notices of 11 students al-
legedly for defaming the col-
lege, following student
representations. “We are al-
ways open for dialogue,”
Sharma said. “We have con-
sidered reviewing these notices
and the action to be taken
against these 11 students.”
Sharma told The Indian
Express on Monday.

Between April 20 and 25, at
least 30 students were sus-
pended through five notices,
citing reasons ranging from
“defaming the College through
social media platforms” and
“use of derogatory language” to
allegations of physical violence
and disruption during the an-
nual college festival earlier this
month.

Tensions had been building
for months. In February, stu-
dents protested against the use
of campus grounds for a private
weddinglinked to the principal’s
family. Disputes over fest per-
missions followed, culminating
in clashes during the April 8-9
event, with videos showing
chaotic scenes and physical al-
tercations outside the gates.

The rollback does not cover
the suspended students on
whom a FIR had been regis-
tered on April 24 for allegations
of criminal trespassing and vol-
untarily causing hurt.

HIMAGHAL PRADESH UNIVERSITY

[MAAC ACCREDITED % GRADE UNIVERSITY)

UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLDGY (UIT)
{An AICTE Approved Institution)
GYAN PATH, SUMMER HILL, SHIMLA, H. P. -171005

ADMISSION NOTICE

Online Applications are Invited by UIT (HPLU) Shimla for Admission 1o the
following AICTE approved B. Tech /B, Tech. (Honours) Programmes;

Programme | Courses Offered No. of Eeatal Aﬂrﬂ?:s?:tn
B.Techs |17, CSE, CSE (Al & ML). Civil | 75+19 (over |Menit of Common

B. Tech.(Hons,)| _Engineering, Elecinical and above) | Entrance Test to
ist-year | Engmeenng, Electonics & | per Course | be conducled by

Communication Engineering. | Total = 564 HPU
Lateral Entry | (T, CSE, Civil Enginesring, |06 per Course | \an) of Diglomal

B.Tech! | Eleclrical Enginesring, Total = 30 Glualifying

B. Tech.(Hons.)| Electronics & Communication [* Y3CaNCes all - poapinaring
2nd-year Enginesnng. 15‘&"?:;;?"'&]

HOW TO APPLY: The Online Application Form and
Prospectus for detailed information regarding eligibility and
admission criteria shall be available on the website: https://
nadmissions.hpushimla.in w.e f. 30,04 2026, Tha candidatas may
apply through online mode and the last date te submil online
application form is 30.05.2026 for B.Tech.-] Year and 20.07.2026 for
B. Tech. (Lateral Entry)-1l Year. Application Fee of Ks.1400/- for
General candidates and Rs.1250 for SC/IST/IPWD/EWS candidates
is to be paid through online mode as per the instructions given on the

above websiie.

Date of Entrance Test/Counselling Schedule shall be notified

saparataly.

Contact:0177-2832571, email: uitofficehpu@gmail.com

DIRECTOR

DIP/Shabdarth/Display/15/26-27
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SUNJAY KAPUR INHERITANCE BATTLE

HC to Priva: Can’tsell or
transter his assets till
doubtover willis cleared

Order arelief for
children of
Karisma Kapoor

who raised
doubts over will

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, April 30

INRELIEFtoactor KarismaKa-
poor’s children locked in an in-
heritance battle with their de-
ceased father Sunjay Kapur’s
third wife Priya Kapur, the Delhi
High Court on Thursday said
that his assets cannot be sold or
transferred by Priya until suspi-
cions over the former Sona
Comstar chairman’s will are
cleared by way of trial.

The High Court also re-
strained Priya from withdraw-
ing money from the three ac-
counts in two banks, "save and
excepttothe extent of discharg-
ing liabilities towards the
children"under the decree of di-
vorce between Sunjay and Kar-
isma.

Following the latest ruling,
Priya can also not operate the
foreign bankaccountsthatwere
held by her deceased husband.
The HC has also imposed re-
strictions on her from selling,
transferring or dealing in any
manner the crypto assets that
were held by Sunjay and from
transferring these crypto assets
to any other wallet.

Sunjay’s children with actor
Karisma Kapoor — Samaira
and Kiaan — have been locked
in a legal battle, primarily with
Priya Kapur, over the inherit-
ance of the personal assets of the
former Sona Comstar chair-
man, claiming their share as
Class-1 orimmediate heirs.

The children are asserting

Banon unlawful
assembly: Tight
security inNoida,
Greater Noida
for Labour Day

New Delhi: Ahead of the Inter-
national Labour Day on Friday,
Gautam Buddha Nagar Police
has invoked Section 163 of the
BNSS, 2023, banning unlawful
assemblies across the district
from April 30 to May 8, officials
said on Thursday.

The order, officials said, is
backed by a massive deploy-
ment of over 1,700 police per-
sonnel, drone surveillance at
over 50 locations, and round-
the-clock CCTV monitoring.

This comes in the wake of a
protest held in Noidaon April 13
staged by thousands of factory
workers.

Initsofficial statement, Gau-
tam Buddha Nagar Police said
Police Commissioner Laxmi
Singh isdirecting the operation,
which covers the entire com-
missionerate under astructured
zonal-sector scheme that will in-
clude 11 zones and 49 sectors
across the district. The order
alsoread that Noida hasbeen di-
vided into four zones and 16 sec-
tors; Central Noida into three
zones and 24 sectors; and
Greater Noida into four zones
and nine sectors. Industrial
zones and key crossroads have
also been put under watch. ENS

Sunjay Kapur died last June. FiLe

their share of one-fifth of the
movable and immovable assets,
each.

The children, aswell as Sun-
jay’s mother, Rani Kapur, have
raised suspicions over the valid-
ity of Sunjay’s will, as was fur-
nished by Priya following his
death in the United Kingdom,
onJune 12,2025, after suffering
a heart attack during a polo
match.

On Thursday, the bench of
Justice Jyoti Singh ruled in fa-
vour of the two children, dispos-
ing of an application in the suit
by them, seeking that no third-
partyrightsbe created in the as-
sets pending a final decision in
the suit. Since suspicions have
beenraised over the alleged will,
Justice Singh ruled, the onus
will be on Priya to remove such
suspicions, which will be a sub-
ject matter of trial.

Only after the alleged suspi-
cious circumstances are re-
moved, shall the document pro-
pounded as Sunjay’s will, shall
be accepted as his “last will”.
However, given that the trial
may take some time, the court
held that “assets should not be
dissipated” pending disposal of
the suit.

"It is, therefore, imperative
that the assets of the deceased

Zomato delivery agent

are preserved until disposal of
the suit. It needs no reiteration
that if the assets are not pre-
served and dissipate, and if to-
morrow (Priya) fails to prove the
validity and genuineness of the
alleged will at the end of the trial,
plaintiffs (Samiara and Kiaan)
and (Rani Kapur) will be de-
prived of their legitimate shares
as Class-1heirs,” the High Court
underlined.

Tothiseffect, the High Court
restrained Priya from alienat-
ing, transferring, pledging,
liquidating or in any other
manner changing the equity or
shareholdings in the three In-
dian companies. The HC also
restrained Priya from withdraw-
ing from the provident fund,
which was consented to by her.
The court further restrained her
from alienating the personal ef-
fectssuch asartworks, jewellery
and watches, which too was
consented to by Priya.

Earlier, Karisma’s children
had pointed out that some of
Sunjay’s bank accounts were
closed after hisdeath and as per
Priya, his bank accounts were a
total worth of Rs 1.72 crore de-
spite drawing a salary of Rs 60
crore as salary in a single year
from Aureus Investments Pri-
vate Limited (AIPL), which
holds 28% shares and is the cor-
porate promoter of Sona
Comstar.

Among the late business-
man’s personal assets, which are
apart of theinheritance dispute,
are an apartment in New York
and anotherimmovable assetin
London. Additionally, there is
Sunjay’s demat and bank ac-
counts, artworks and crypto in-
vestments, apart from residuary
estate, which also form part of
his personal assets.

The HC, however, hasmade
it clear that it does not have ju-
risdiction to issue any order on
the foreign immovable assets.

falls off flyover as car
& scooter co_lligl_e, dies |

Father, afarmer,
awaits bodyin
native village

Pragynesh
New Delhi, April 30

TWENTY-FIVE-YEAR-OLD
Rajkumar, a native of Jhark-
hand, had come to Delhi just a
week back. He was living in
West Delhi’s Sagarpur with his
friend Mahavir.

On Thursday, he was on his
way on a scooter to meet Maha-
vir to have the morning tea to-
gether. But an hour after a
phone call with him, he fell offa
flyover on PankhaRoad afteran
alleged collision with a car, said
police. The 25-year-old was de-
clared dead atahospital. The car
driver, who fled from the spot, is
absconding, said officers and ef-
forts to trace him are ongoing,.

Mahavir said he and Rajku-
mar lived in neighbouring vil-
lages in Jharkhand. About six
years ago, they both left their vil-
lages to find work and went to
Chennai. “We both started
working as security guards. We
then moved to Bengaluru. Just
a week ago, we came to Delhi

The damaged vehicles. Express

andhegotajobinZomato,” Ma-
havirrecalled. “Hecalled mean
hour before accident and asked
me to come to our regular tea
stall. After 30 minutes, I called
him and he didn’t pick up the
call. The next callI got was from
the police, sayingthat he wasin-
volved in an accident,” he said.

As per Delhi Police, a PCR
callwasreceived around 7Z.35am
toreport thataperson had fallen
from the Dabri flyover. A team
found a damaged scooter and a
Maruti Swift car on the flyover.
Police said the car bears a Delhi
registration. Thebody hasbeen
preserved for autopsy. Rajku-
mar’s father, Akshay, isa farmer
and anative of Goddadistrictin
Jharkhand. He is now awaiting
his son’s body.

“Idon’thave the heartto face
him.Itold himIwill take care of
him,” said Mahavir.

Dust, hail and darkness
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View of a dust storm on the Mehrauli-Gurgaon Road in Delhi on Thursday.
VIVEK PRAKASH KRISHNA

Arickshaw puller struggles through a hailstorm in Sunder Nagri, Dilshad Garden,
in Delhi. HAOBIJAM CHINGLEMBA

View of the Delhi Vidhan Sabha after rain and a dust storm struck the Capital.
AMIT MEHRA

Bodies of 3 boys, ages 8-11, found
floating in Dwarka Golf Course pond

Pragynesh &
Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, April 30

THREE BOYS — two brothers
aged 8and 11, and another aged
11 — drowned in a pond inside
the Delhi Development Auth-
ority’s (DDA’s) Golf Course in
Dwarka’s Sector 24 on Thurs-
day morning, police said.

The children, identified as
Ravi Jaiswal, Veer Jaiswal and
Harsh, appeared to have en-
tered the pond for a bath or
swim, police said, adding that
they might have climbed up
one of the trees on the prem-
ises. “Ravi and Veer lived in
GoylaDairy areaand had come
with their friend Harsh.

Their parents claimed that
they had been missing since
Wednesday night,” a police of-
ficer said.

“The pond is almost 7-feet-

deepand hasfencesaround it,”

an officer said.

The DDA’s website says the
“Dwarka Golf Course (DWGC)
is still under construction”
However, people in the area
claimed that some do come to
play on the course.

“It opens from 8 am. But
today noonewasallowed inside
owing to scheduled mainten-
ance,” said a guard. Entry to the
course is through a large gate
manned by security guards.

Police said acall wasreceived
at Dwarka’s Sector 23 police sta-
tion at 707 am on Thursday re-
garding the incident.

Three fire tenders and a po-
lice team rushed to the spot. Of-
ficers found the bodies of the
three childreninthe water body.

“With the assistance of fire
officials, all three bodies were
retrieved from the water,” DCP
(Dwarka) Kushal Pal Singh said.

Officers also found their
clothesbeside the pond, indicat-

ing that they had likely entered
the water to bathe. Preliminary
inquiries suggest that the
children may have been playing
in the water, an officer said.

The bodies have been sent
for a post-mortem examin-
ation, police said.

In a statement issued after
theincident, the DDA said that
an inquiry has been initiated .

“The incident at Dwarka
Golf Course, in which three
children tragically lost their
lives, is deeply saddening and
unfortunate. Our heartfelt con-
dolences go out to the bereaved
families during this difficult
time. A three-member commit-
tee under Director has been
constituted to enquire into the
incidentand has been directed
to submit its report within a
week. Strict action, as war-
ranted, will be taken, based on
the findings of the enquiry,”
stated an official response.

e POLICE SUSPECT REVENGE KILLING; TWO PISTOLS, ONE OF THEM COUNTRY-MADE, FOUND AT THE SPOT

Ex-NSG commando serving life term shot dead in Gurgaon

Express News Service
Gurgaon, April 30

A 55-YEAR-OLD former NSG
commando, whowasouton pa-
rolewhile servingalife sentence
for murder, was shot dead in
Kasanvillage in Gurgaon Thurs-
day morning. The murder, po-
lice say, appears to be a revenge
killing.

Sundar Fauji walked out of
prison on parole on March 29 to
attend his niece’s wedding. He
was serving a life term for the
2018 murder of a former village
sarpanch, Bahadur Chauhan,

A CCTV grab captured the incident. Express

over a financial dispute.
According to the police, the

incident took place around 8.30
am today. Fauji was sittingon a

chabutra — a platform often
used for socialising — near the
local market when Bahadur
Chauhan’s son, Rohan, and an
unidentified accomplice shot
him dead, police said.
Eyewitnesses told the police
that around five shots were
fired. A video of the killing has
also surfaced. The killers fled
immediately after the shooting.
Police found two pistols, one
of them country-made, on the
spot. “One of the accused has
been identified as Rohan. He is
the son of Bahadur, the former
sarpanch, murdered by Fauji.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Preliminary investigation re-
veals this is a revenge killing,”
said Sunil Kumar, Station House
Officer of the IMT Manesar po-
lice station.

“Both Rohan and hisaccom-
plice are on the run. Multiple
Crime Branch teams are trying
to trace them,” he said, adding
that a case had been registered.

Thursday’sincidentisthela-
test chapter in a decades-long
blood feud in Kasan village that
has already claimed several
lives.

The body of the deceased
has been handed over to the

family after the post-mortem.
Four shots were found to have
been fired at the scene of the
incident", a Gurgaon police spo-
kesperson said in the evening.

The violence is linked to the
2018 murder of the former sar-
panch. It had earlier triggered a
major shooting on Diwali night
in2021, when heavily armed as-
sailants fired over forty rounds
atthe former sarpanch’s family,
resulting in four deaths.

Police records indicate that
the 2021 mass shooting was
executed to avenge an earlier
murder dating back to 2007.
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SHORTAGE OF EQUIPMENT

Ghaziabad: Only 22
fire tenders, a single
crane for high fires

Neetika Jha
Ghaziabad, April 30

AROUND 9 am on Thursday,
when the fire at Gaur Green Av-
enue in Indirapuram, Ghazia-
bad had already been raging for
30-45 minutes, the Fire Depart-
ment of neighbouring Gautam
BuddhaNagar district received
a request for additional fire-
fighting equipment.

“We rushed two hydraulic
cranes and four fire tenders
alongwith our personnel,” Pra-
deep Kumar, Chief Fire Officer
of GB Nagar, said.

Several residents of the
housing society said on Thurs-
day that even though the Gha-
ziabad Fire personnel reached
fairly quickly —and managed to
rescue 10 people trapped in
their flats - they were con-
strained by thelack of sufficient
equipment to fight the fire ef-
fectively. Videos showed water
jets failing to reach the higher
floorsin the initial period.

Ghaziabad Chief Fire Of-
ficer Rahul Pal said the Fire De-
partment has only 22 fire
tenders for the whole of the dis-
trict with an area of about 780
sq km and a population of 4.7
million (2011 Census).

There is only one hydraulic
crane that can reach up to 42
metres or about 14 storeys, far
lower than many buildings in
Ghaziabad city.

Fire officials said the De-
partment has only three water
bowser machines, three water

At the site of the blaze in
Indirapuram on Wednesday.

mist machines, two foam
tenders, two rescue tenders and
19 water tenders of which only
one is of 22,000-KklI capacity.
These vehicles are stationed at
five fire stations in Kotwali,
Hindon, Loni, Modinagar, and
Vaishali Indiranagar, and at six
outpost stations.

The Ghaziabad ChiefFire Of-
ficer said that effective firefight-
ing depends very significantly
on the internal systems of resi-
dential societies.

“We are an external system
for providing aid, the internal
system of every society should
be robust,” he said.

The CFO also said that the
district is in the process of ac-
quiring two hydraulic cranes,
each of which can reach up to
101 metres.

Gurgaon: Its only
ladder defunct, Fire
Deptrelies on DLF
for blazes at height

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Gurgaon, April 30

IF A fire like the one that de-
stroyed residential apartments
in Ghaziabad on Wednesday
were to start in a higher floor of
a Gurgaon highrise, a privately
owned hydraulic ladder - be-
longing to the real estate group
DLF — might have to rush to the
rescue.

The Gurgaon Fire Depart-
ment’s only hydraulic ladder
has been lying defunct at the
DLF Sector 29 fire station for the
last year and a half. In any case,
the ladder is designed to reach
only up to 42 metres — or about
14 storeys. The firein Ghaziabad
affected flatson theninth tothe
13th floors. Dozens of highrises
in Gurgaon are taller, the tallest
reaching well over 50 storeys.

“That (defunct) ladder has
reached the end of its life of
around 15 years. It was repaired
onceit crossed 10 years, and has
been lying useless for the past
year and a half,” Fire Safety Of-
ficer Lalit Kumar said.

The DLFladder, Kumarsaid,
isused for high firesin Manesar
and Sohna as well. This 90-
metre hydraulic platform can
reach up to 27 floors, officials
said. “Steps are being taken for
the state to have 14 new hy-
draulic ladders, of which Gur-
gaon will get two or three,”
Kumar said.

The Gurgaon district Fire
Department has 58 fire tenders
distributed across its seven sta-
tions — Sector 29, Udyog Vihar,
Bhim Nagar, Sector-37, Pataudi,
Manesar, and Sohna. Thereisno

fire station close to the highrises
off Dwarka Expressway. “Land
transfer and allocation for three
new stations in Sector 43, Bad-
shahpur, and Farrukhnagarisin
progress,” Kumar said.

The Fire Department’s fleet
comprises six foam tenders, six
small tenders, and 25 water
bowsers with capacities greater
than 5,000 litres. Ten motor-
cycles, equipped with 40-litre
tanks, are used to navigate nar-
row lanes. This fire-fighting in-
frastructure is not adequate. In
crises, the Department rou-
tinely commissions from an ad-
ditional fleet of 16 tenders and
bowsers owned by private en-
tities, officials said.

The Department is also short
of manpower. In a district that
sprawls over 1,250 sq km and is
home to more than 1.5 million
people according to govern-
ment data, there are only about
250 Fire officers and firefighters
- half the ideal number, Fire
safety officials said.In Apriland
May, when fire incidents peak,
Fire staff work12-hour shifts in-
stead of their usual eight.

Theinfrastructural and staff-
ing deficits are currently being
tested further by a statewide
strike by contractualand ad hoc
fire staff demanding better work
conditions, regularised employ-
ment and standardised pay in-
cludingaRs-5,000 monthly risk
allowance. The strike, nowinits
third week and seemingly stale-
mated, has forced the govern-
ment to temporarily draft
police and transport personnel
to keep emergency services
operational.
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OUR CENSUS, OUR DEVELOPMENT
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Iit’s Benefits
b ' Time-Saving
@ Accurate Information

£ FastData Processing

o Visit the official portal (se.census.gov.in)
e Login via OTP using your mobile number
9 Select your State, District and Local details

o Mark your house location on the Digital Map

(First Phase of Census 2027)

SELF-ENUMERATION

Simple and Secure Digital facility

e Fill in information related to the house and family

All your information will remain completely confidential and secure

e You will receive an SE ID after submission
€) Keep the SEID safe
0 Provide the SE ID to the enumerator when they visit

0 The enumerator will confirm the information

How to do Self-Enumeration?

'.Illllllllllljlllllllllilllllllllilll"

Delhi (Municipal Corporation of Delhi)

CBC 19108/13/0071/2627

*Self-Enumeration period is over for New Delhi Municipal Council and Delhi Cantonment Board areas.
Houselisting process is currently underway and will continue till 15" May.

(&) ToLLFREE-1855

PUBLIC NOTICE
REWARD ANNOUNCEMENT

Notice 1s hereby given to the general public that Shiv
Narayan Jha, an accused person in NCB, DZU Crime No.

VIII/41/DZU/2025 under Sections 8, 22, 25 & 29 of the
NDPS Act, 1s absconding and is wanted in connection with a

case involving recovery of multiple NRx tablets in
Delhi & NCR.
Particulars of the Accused:
® Name: Shiv Narayan Jha, S/o
Sh. Tripet Narayan
® Gender: Male
Age: 44 years
® Address: Flat No. G-8/1701, Nirala Green Shire,
Greater Noida West (Noida Extension), P.O. Bisrakh,
District Gautam Buddh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh
Reward 9um:
A reward of 25,000/- (Rupees Five Thousand only) is hereby
announced for any person who provides credible information
leading to the apprehension of the above-mentioned accused.
The identity of the informer shall be kept strictly
confidential.

CBC 19126/11/0021/2627

aTeia anferent sterret ud fEen uRag
(a9 " A WEdS YA, SR 99 6 T e )
INDIAN COUNGIL OF FORESTRY RESEARCH AND EDUCATION

{An Autonomous Body of the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate {.‘hi'lru_._[l:;_ ovl. of Ir14'l|..'_|_}

qioalio =, BIvEe, GBg- — 248006 (IovrEvs)
P.O. Mew Forest, Dehra Dun — 248006 ({Uttarakhand)
[sifta dw=n 02 /32—1 /weifid e / 2026w a3 Ria,
Advt. No. 02/32-1/Director General/2026-ICFRE

aEiFg e, wieda @i sqage vd Ben ofve & ug &t
ufafrgfa & anare ux wrad f @ & do Mgaw a1 w7
UY WA B ATdEA HETET Y A E | e U e o) S R
foTe] 16.06.2026 =717 |

suRigd W B4 sTed angedl wmommosof¥tomo # dawEe
http:/iwww.lcfre.org W 58 70 fawge B9 & 2FER am9=S9 &9
I E |

Applications are invited for filling up the post of Director
General, Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education en
deputation basis in pay Level -17 of 7° CPC Pay Matrix. The last
date for receipt of application is 01.06.2026 and for candidates
residing in Andaman Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep the [ast date
will be 15.06.2026.

The interested candidates may apply for the aforesaid post as per
detailed advertisement available on ICFRE website

http:fiwww.icfre.org
= Hi=aa, moamostof@ogo
Secretary, ICFRE

Government of India
Ministry of Commerce & Industry

Department of Commerce

ADVERTISEMENT FOR ENGAGEMENT OF
INDEPENDENT CONSULTANTS IN DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE, NEW DELHI

The Department of Commerce invites applications for the positions of Young
Professionals, Associates, Consultants and Senior Consultants in the streams of
Economics, General Management, Data Science and Legal, on purely
contractual basis. Guidelines for engagement of Independent Consultants in the
Department of Commerce is available at www.commerce.gov.in ->
Engagement of ICs.

Interested and eligible candidates may apply online through the following link
www.commerce.gov.in -> Engagement of ICs -> Link for Online application
during 1st-15th of May, August, November and February months. Detailed
advertisement shall be uploaded on the website of the Department of
Commerce (www.commerce.gov.in -> Engagement of ICs -> Advertisement
for engagement) before the start of each cycle.

No hard copy is required to be sent. For any further query, candidates may
approach this office at recruitment-e2 @ gov.in.

Sd/-
Under Secretary to the Government of India

CBC-05101/11/0001/2627

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER, MUNICIPAL

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

CORPORATION, GWALIOR (M.P.)

WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT

File No. 32/2026%9/1/WS/2026 Gwalior, Date : 28/04/2026
e MNotice Inviting Tender  fssu-cus
On line tender are invited on bahalf of Gwalior Municipal Corporation.

Name 0 Work Probable | Tender Costod Bid | Lagl dale
Amount of No. Document | o purchise
Comtract & EMD | ealine fender
dled

ard e 59 4 15 § i oty ;

110 1 160 P, e & o e | 1331561477 Eﬁﬂ'ﬂ— ;ﬂ%_ 26.05.2026

WL A R @ a -

Further details can be seen at http://mptenders.gov.in Executive Engineer,

Water Supply, Gwalior Municipal Corporation, Gwalior

N | B

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section 82 Cr. P.C. / B4 BNSS
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
parson Amit @ Baddi S/o Anil Kumar Rfe H. No. T-77, Old
Magal, Delhi Cant, Delhi has Committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 242372025 Uis
317(2)/3(5) BNS, P.5. Hari Nagar, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Amit @ Baddi cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Amit @
Baddi has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Amit @
Baddi of case FIR No. 2423/2025 U/s 317(2)/3(5) BNS, P.5.
Hari Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 11.06.2026.

By Order

Ms. Moksha Bains

Judicial Magistrate First Class -11
Room No. 31

DP/5512/WDV2026 (Court Matter) Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

INDO-SWISS TRAINING CENTRE
EE!R-Lff ntral Etli_.e ntiﬂc iInstruments Organisation

CSI0-I5TC
ADMISSION NOTICE (Session: 2026-27)
Qnline applicatons ar imdted for the following AICTE approved Diploma Courses:
1] 3-Year Diploma in Mechanical Enginsenng (Tool & Die),  2) 3-Year Diploma in
Electronics Enginesring.  3) 4-Year Advanced Diplorma in Die & Mauld Making; 4) 4-Year
Advanced Diploma in Mechatronics & Industrial Automation, being conducted by Inda-
Swiss Traming Centre {ISTC) at CSIR-CSI0, Chandigarh.

The Entrance test for admission to these courses will be held at Chandigarh and
New Dethi, on 05 July, 2026.

The detaited informabion i given in the “Information Brochure-2028" available on the
websites www.istc.acin and www.csio.res.in w.e.f. 01-05-2026.
The last date for applying is 03-06-2026. For further information, please contact:
Phones: 0172-2672263 | 2672484/ 2672485 | 2672424 | 2657264
Email: principaliste.csio@csir.res.in
Mole! Keep visiting ur: hitps:/lcaresr tsio res.infstc2026 for regutar updates
CELEBRATING 63 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE IN TECHNICAL EDUCATION

]

GHAZIABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Navyug Market, Opp. Old Bus Stand Ghaziabad 201001, Uttar Pradesh
E-rall;gzh.nagar.nigamiEgmail.com Website www.ghazizbadnagamigam.in

TENDER NOTICE NO: 3508/f3[%12026-27 Dated 30-04-2026
MOTICE INVITING TENDER

MNarme REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
Selection of Lawver/ Lawyer Chamber! Law
Firm/Agency for Legal Advisory and Suppord
Sernvices al Ghaziabad MNagar Migam (GNN)
Ref Ma. 3598/ aw/2026-27 Date 30-04-2026

Cate of Publication of e-Bid natice| 02.05 2026 on e-Tender Porial
https:/ietender.up.nic.in

Last date for submission of aBids
on aTender portal

22-05-2026, 3:00PM

Fre Bid meeting Date & venue  [07.05.2026 at 11:00 am,; Bidder must email
gueries to gzb.nagar.nigam@gmail.com
by 05-06-2028, 5:00 P

YVenue - Ghazlabad Magar Migam, Mawwug

Market, Ghaziabad, UP

Sitefar Submission of a-Bids eTender Portal https:/fetender.up.nic.in

eBid Inviting Officer Municipal Commissioner, Ghaziabad Magar

Migam

Date of Opening of Technical eBids| 22-05-2026, 4:00 PM
Data of Opening of Financial e-Bidg To be informed at a laler stage

Yenue of Dpening of eBids Ghaziabad Magar Migam Mawwug Market,
Dpp. Ofd Bus Stand Gheziabad 201001 (LIP)

Cantact addressas Wishal Gaurav (+91 98100 04084)
Lenw suparintendant, Ghariabad MNagar Migam

Consartium: Mot aflowed

Tander Fee; Rs. 11,800/~ + 18% GST to be paid on
E-tendar wabsile e
https:letender.up.nic.in

EMD: Fs. 100,000~ to be paid on E-tender

website i.2. https:/fetender.up.nic.in

Law- Incharge
Ghaziabad Municipal Corporation

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE FOR INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR THE
ALLOTMENT OF WHOLESALE LICENSES OF IMFL (L-1)
AND COUNTRY LIQUOR (L-13) FOR THE POLICY
YEAR 2025-27 IN ALL THE DISTRICTS OF THE STATE.

The applications are hereby invited for grant of wholesale licenses of]
IMFL in the form of L-1 and wholesale licenses of Country Liquor
in form of L-13 for all the excise districts in the State. The Wholesale
licenses of IMFL (L-1) and Country Liquor (L-13) shall be granted
to the applicant amongst the retail outlet allottees/licensees of Indian
Made foreign Liquor (L-2) and Country Liquor (L-14A)
respectively. The L-1 and L-13 licenses shall be granted on the basis
of quota contribution of Indian Made foreign Liquor (L-2) and
Country Liquor (L-14A) (of the policy year 2025-27), amongst the
applicant allottees/licensees of retail zones within an Excise district.
The quota contribution for the purpose of grant of L-1 & L-13 licenses
shall be calculated on the basis of retail liquor zones allotted as on
04.05.2026 for receiving such applications for grant of L-1/L-13
licenses. The L-1/L-13 license(s) shall be granted only to those
eligible applicants who apply for the License(s) within the date
fixed/extended by the Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Haryana.
The Excise Policy provides that the Excise and Taxation
Commissioner may invite applications for such number of L-1/L-13
licenses as he may deem fit. The Excise and Taxation Commissioner
may also conduct the process of allotment in multiple rounds of|
inviting applications.

The number of wholesale licenses of IMFL (L-1) and Country
Liquor (L-13) in the district for which the applications are being
invited in this round shall be as under:-

8. Disiricis Nursber of L-1 () i be Niumber of L-13 (s) w0 be
Ne. granted granted

l. | Ambala 1 z
1 | Bhiwani [ 1
3. | Faridabad ] 3
4 | Fatchabad ] 1
§ | Curugram (East) 3 3
6 | Carugram (West) 1 ]
7 | Hisar ] 1
B | Jagadhari | i
9, | Thajar ] 2
10. | Jind 2 !
11 | Kaithal ] i
12 | Karnal d 2
13 | Kurukshetrs 2 F i
14, | Mewat ] ]
15, | Harnaul I !
16, | Palwal 2 2
17 | Panchkls 1 I
|8 | Panipas 1 I
1§ | Rewan 0 3
W0 | Rohiak [ [
3 | Sima 1 I
31 | Sonepat 2 i
TOTAL n n

The licenses for wholesale outlets of IMFL (L-1) and Country
Liquor (L-13) shall be granted in accordance with the provisions of
Haryana Excise Act, 1914, rules framed thereunder and as per the
Excise Policy for the year 2025-27. The Excise Policy for the year
2025-27 1is available on the official website of the department
www.haryanatax.gov.in.

It is also mentioned here that, as per the provisions of Clause 4.2
and Clause 5.1 of the Excise Policy for the year 2025-2027, in case
any new licensee or existing licensee wants to apply for L-13/L-1
license after 1st April 2026, 60% license fee will be applicable for
the period from 01.04.2026 (or actual date of grant whichever
is later) to 31.03.2027.

The application may be submitted in the office of the DETC (Excise)
concerned on or before 04.05.2026. The application shall be
forwarded by the DETC (Excise) alongwith his recommendation to
the Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Haryana, immediately.

The quota contribution shall be taken up to 04.05.2026.

VINAY PRATAP SINGH, IAS
Excise and Taxation Commissioner,
No. 44873/HRY

epaper.indianexpreﬁﬁ .. .
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— = Rajnath meects Italy’s Crosetto, sets Bailtol-PAChead
o the course for defence cooperation Chandelinmoney

Bhagwant’s
Recall Push

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister
Bhagwant Mann has
announced that he would
meet President Droupadi
Murmu next week to seek
therecall of seven Rajya
Sabha MPs who had left
AAPto “merge” with the
BJP. This has amused many
because what Mann would
be seekingis ademand his
former party colleague
Raghav Chadha had made
on the floor of the Upper
House earlier this year.In
February, Chadhahad
made a submission that the
voters should have the
right torecall the MPs. “If
the people of the country
can hire theleaders they
should be able to fire

them too,” Chadha had
said.

Bloc Meet

THE CONGRESS is contem-
plating to host a meeting of
the INDIA bloc allies to
congratulate them for de-
feating the Bills related to
delimitation and women’s
reservation. Sources said
the party plans to convene
the meeting after Monday
once the electionresultsin
five states are announced.
While the allies had
exchanged sweets during a
meeting at Mallikarjun
Kharge’s office the day
after the Bills were
defeated, the Congress
feelsit should formally
thankits allies for the
“united show™.

RSS Outreach

DATTATREYA HOSABALE
was in Berlin earlier this
week where the RSS’s sec-
ond-in-command quietly
engaged with a cross-sec-
tion of German policy insti-
tutions and lawmakers,
even as hereached outto
the Indian diaspora. Con-
versations with key think
tanks were framed as
exploratory exchanges,
with arecurring emphasis
onthe economic heft and
social profile of the Indian
community in Germany. At
adiasporaevent hosted by
the Hindu Swayamsevak
Sangh marking 100 years of
the RSS, Hosabale spoke of
the Sangh’s “next 100
years” vision centred on
sustainable, community-
led societies, while under-
lining what he described as
shared structural traits be-
tweenIndian and German
societies. The outreach
comes amid abroader push
by the Sangh ecosystem to
expand its global civil so-
ciety footprint.

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, April 30

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh on Thursday met his Ita-
lian counterpart Guido Crosetto
duringwhich a Bilateral Military
Cooperation Plan for 2026-27,
charting the course for military
engagements between the De-
fence Forces of both countries,
was exchanged.

Duringthe meeting, Singhis
also learnt to have conveyed In-
dia’s concerns over transfer of
sensitive defence technologies
to Pakistan.

A statement issued by the
Ministry of Defence stated that
both ministers reiterated that
the India-Italy strategic partner-
shipisbased on shared values of
peace, stability, freedom, and
mutual respect.

The statement noted thatthe
two ministersalsodiscussed the
avenues to further develop mu-
tually beneficial defence indus-
trial cooperation under the At-
manirbhar Bharat programme
and Italy’s defence cooperation
initiative.

“Convergence between both
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Italian Minister of Defence
Guido Crosetto in New Delhi on Thursday. ani

the ancient seafaring nationson
various key maritimeissueswas
also highlighted including in-
formation exchange through In-
formation Fusion Center-Indian
Ocean Region, Gurugram,” it
said.

The centre has information
sharing links with 50 nations
and multinational/maritime
centres, accordingtoits website.

The Italian Defence Min-
ister’svisit comesatatime when

‘Top court reserves
order on Khera’s
antlclpatory bail plea

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 30

THE SUPREME Court on Thurs-
day reserved its order on Con-
gress leader Pawan Khera’s plea
for anticipatory bail in the case
inwhich he had accused Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma’s wife’s Riniki Bhuyan
Sharma of holding multiple
passports.

A bench of Justices J K Ma-
heshwari and Atul Chandurkar
reserved its decision on Khera’s
appeal challenging the April 24
order of the Gauhati High Court
denyingthe Congressleader an-
ticipatory bail in the case.

Appearing for Khera, Senior
Advocate AMSinghvisaid, “The
questionis need and necessity to
arrest...Let me assume I will be
convicted ultimately. Why is it
(arrest) necessary?” The senior
counsel said, “IfI cannot seek an-
ticipatory bail with this situ-
ation, the very purpose of antici-

Pawan Khera has challenged
an HC order denying him bail
in a case over hiscomments on
Assam CM Sarma’s wife

patory bail is gone.” The senior
counsel also questioned the
High Court terming Bhuyan an
“innocentlady”, statingthatitis
a matter to be determined in
trial. Justifying the need for cus-
todial interrogation, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for state government, said it
was necessary to find out
whether Khera had any accom-
plice or if any foreign elements
were involved.

Foreign Secy Misri likely
to visit Nepal this month

DivyaA
New Delhi, April 30

IN THE first diplomatic out-
reach to Nepal after the swear-
ing-in of the Balen Shah govern-
ment a month ago, Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri is ex-
pected tovisit Kathmanduinthe
second week of May.

As per sources, dates for the
visit are being finalised. The
Ministry of External Affairsisyet
to make an official announce-
ment in this regard.

Earlier this month, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
had met his Nepalese counter-
part Shisir Khanal in Mauritius
on the sidelines of the ninth In-
dian Ocean Conference.

Sources said Misri's Nepal
visit may be followed by a high-
level visit from Kathmandu in
the coming months. During his
proposed two-day visit, the For-
eign Secretary will seektounder-
stand the priorities of the new
government, including on key
ongoing projects.

the European countryislooking
to re-enter the Indian defence
market.

In February, Italian Defence
Major Leonardo entered into a
partnership with the Adani
Group to establish a fully inte-
grated helicopter manufactur-
ing ecosystem to meet the
requirements of the Indian
armed forces. The partnership
will support the production of
Leonardo’s advanced AW169M

and AW109 TrekkerM heli-
copters, aside from phased indi-
genisation, comprehensive
maintenance, repair and over-
haul (MRO) capabilities, and
pilot training infrastructure.

In a post on X, Singh stated
thathediscussed awide range of
regional and global issues, in-
cluding the current situation in
West Asia, with his Italian
counterpart.

In an earlier statement, the
Defence Ministry said that de-
fence cooperation between
India and Italy gained further
momentum after Singh visited
Rome in October 2023.

AccordingtotheItalian Min-
istry of Defence, Crosetto also
had a cordial meeting with Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval.

“The focus was on
strengthening the strategic dia-
loguebetween Italy and Indiaon
key international security issues,
with particular attention to sta-
bility in the Indo-Pacific, mari-
time security, freedom of navi-
gation, as well as the protection
of energy and commercial
routes,” it said in a poston X.

‘India halted
Op Sindooron
itsownterms’

INDIA EXECUTED and halted
Operation Sindoor on its own
terms, despite being fully pre-
pared to sustain a prolonged
conflict, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on
Thursday.

Speaking at a defence sum-
mit organised by ANI, he also
said that the Sudarshan Chakra
Air Defence system serves as a
prime example of the exemp-
lary application of Al

On Operation Sindoor, he
said, “We targeted, with abso-
lute precision, only those who
had perpetrated the attack
against us. We did not halt the
operation because our capabil-
ities had been exhausted or
diminished. We halted it en-
tirely on our own terms.”

He said, “We were fully pre-
pared to sustain a prolonged
conflict.” ENS

Behind BJP dominance: No
rival on Right, Opposition
divided, says Ruchir Sharma

Sattwick Barman
New Delhi, April 30

A FEATURE of Indian politics
that allows the BJP to remain a
dominant force is that the party
faces no competition on the
Right, author and fund manager
Ruchir Sharma has said.

“Anybody who has a right-
wing ideology has one party. On
the other side, there is so much
competition and that vote gets
split,” Sharma said at the Express
Adda in Mumbai on April 28.
Sharma, who is the chairman of
Rockefeller International and
founder and chief investment
officer of Breakout Capital, anin-
vestment firm focused on
emerging markets, was in con-
versation with Anant Goenka,
Executive Director, The Indian
Express.

Sharma pointed out how in
West Bengal, where he recently
travelled foraboutaweek during
the Assembly poll campaign,
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
chairperson and West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
enjoys widespread support of
Muslims, but faces competition
from smaller parties such as the
AIMIM and the All IndiaSecular
Front, or AISF, thatare “nibbling
away (at the TMC’s minority
votes)”. Incontrast, “the BJPhas
no competition; so, that'swhat I
thinkreally makes the politics of
this country what it is and what
itmakesthe BJPsodominant—
theyhave nocompetition onthe
Right ... the BJP doesn't even
have asmall rightwing party”, he
said.

Whilethe BJPoritsalliance’s
vote share is never more than
50%, Sharma said that the rest of

Author, fund manager and global investor Ruchir Sharma at
Express Adda in Mumbai on April 28. AMIT CHAKRAVARTY

the votes get “split all over the
place”.

Sharma said development
was “one of the six or seven fac-
tors” that help a party win elec-
tions. He said that in his book,
Democracy on the Road (2019),
he looked at the average growth
rates of states in the preceding
three to four decades. “We typi-
cally found that for stateswhich
recorded an average growth rate
of more than 8% a year over a
five-year term, the chances that
the incumbent would get re-
elected in that state were 50%.
Which is a shocking number,
right? That you delivered 8%
economic growth over five years
and still the chances of you get-
ting re-elected are no different
than what they generally are,
which is 50-50,” he said, adding
that the theory that one could
win an election on just a devel-
opment plank got disproved
when Chandrababu Naidu got
voted out as Andhra Pradesh CM
in2004.

Providing the example of
what he saw in his recent West
Bengal trip, Sharma said in this

election, “development was not
on the table by either side”.
“When we asked the BJP people,
‘Why aren’t you talking more
about development?’, their
answer was, ‘We want to first
make sure people's basic con-
cerns about security are taken
care of before we talk about de-
velopment’. SO we can criticise
Mamata on development, but
the fact of the matteristhatitjust
wasn't an issue we encountered
inall our travels.”

Sharma said the biggest
threat to the Mamata Banerjee
government was anti-incum-
bency and that the election in
West Bengal was closer than ex-
pected. “Thereisal0 percentage
point gap (between the two
parties) ... the gap is going to
close ... whether that gap can
close enough to flip the govern-
mentisverydifficult forustosay.
To close a 10 percentage point
gapis a very big deal. It's almost
like you need a wave to do that.
Sothere'santi-incumbency, but
whether that can close a 10 per-
centage point gap is something
we totally struggle wi

laundering case

Nirbhay Thakur
New Delhi, April 30

A DELHI court Thursday
granted bail to Vinesh Chandel,
director and co-founder of In-
dian Political Action Committee
(I-PAC), a leading political con-
sultancy, in connection with a
money laundering case. The
decision came after the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) chose not
to oppose his regular bail.

The case, linked toanalleged
coal-smuggling racket, saw
Chandel arrested just as West
Bengal prepared for Assembly
elections. His arrest sparked a
political storm, as the firm ad-
vises the ruling Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) in Bengal. His bail
order came a day after polling
was completed in the state.

“The ED is not opposing the
present regular bail application
of the accused...the court may
impose conditionsupon the ap-
plicant while releasing him on
regular bail on this case,” said
Additional Sessions Judge Amit
Bansal while orally pronouncing
the order.

“It has been submitted that
the investigation in the present
case hascommenced under the
present ECIR under sections of
the PMLA (Prevention of Money
Laundering Act). The learned
senior counsel for the applicant
hasreferred toPMLA Section 45
and has submitted that in the
present case, the learned Special
Public Prosecutor has been
given the opportunity to oppose
the bail, but he has not done so
and hence the twin conditions
won'tbeapplicablein thiscase,”
he added.

Chandel was held on April 13

The relief comes just two
days after a different sessions
judge denied Chandel interim
bail. He had sought release to
care for his 74-year-old mother,
who has dementia.

“While this Court is not in-
sensitive to the medical vulner-
ability of elderly parents, the ma-
terial placed on record does not
disclose any sudden or life-
threatening medical emergency
necessitating the immediate
presence of the applicant/ac-
cused,” said Additional Sessions
Judge Shefali Barnala Tandon of
Patiala House Courtinher order
dated April 28.

As per the ED, the political
consultancy firm was involved
inlaundering proceeds of crime
to the tune of crores of rupees,
and the amount detected so far
is about Rs 50 crore. Chandel
holds a 33 per cent stake in the
company. While granting him
bail, ASJ Bansal orally read out
his bail conditions. “The appli-
cant shall not leave India with-
out permission, he shall furnish
his contact number and address
and continue accessibility. He
shall join the investigation and
shall cooperate. He shall not
tamper with evidence or in-
fluence witnesses.”

Telangana Rakshana
Sena— K Kavitha’s
partyhasa new name

NikhilaHenry
Hyderabad, April 30

K KAVITHA'S party will be
called Telangana Rakshana
Sena (TRS), and not what she
had announced on the day ofiits
launch on April 25. This is after
the Election Commission of
India approved the name 'Te-
langana Rakshana Sena' (TRS)
asapolitical party led by Kalva-
kuntla Kavitha.

This comes days after Kavi-
tha announced that the party
will be called Telangana Rash-
tra Sena, along the lines of her
father's party Telangana Rash-
tra Samithi (TRS). The original
TRS, which was launched in
2001 by itssupremo and former
chief minister of Telanganaand
Kavitha's father KChandrashe-
kar Rao, isnow known as Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS).

Taking to X Kavitha wrote:
“Telangana Rakshana Sena
(TRS) it is! We will relentlessly
work to serve and protect the
people of Telangana, aswe have
done in the last two decades as
Telangana Jagruthi”. Telan-
gana Jagruthi is a cultural or-
ganisation founded by Kavitha
in2006.

Earlier, Kavitha had announced
that the party will be called
Telangana Rashtra Sena

She added: “In January
2026, following standard EC
protocol, we submitted five
name choices, and the Election
Commission has officially
granted our third choice. The
only one with the acronym TRS.
Destiny, it seems, has a sense of
irony.”

Kavitha’s party must now
publish the name in two news-
papers for two consecutive
days, and the final decision will
be taken after considering ob-
jections.

When she launched the
party last week, Kavitha said on
her X handle: “We refuse to
back down, come what may; It
istime the people of Telangana
have their say...”

Buoyed BJP prepares to celebrate, TMC stands guard outside strong rooms

Sweety Kumari & Atri Mitra
Kolkata, April 30

WESTBENGALS politicalland-
scape remained sharply polar-
ised on Thursday, as contrasting
scenes unfolded at party offices
following the conclusion of the
second phase of polling in the
2026 Assembly elections.

While BJP workers cel-
ebrated buoyed by favourable
exit polls, the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) struckanote of cau-
tion, mobilising cadres to guard
counting centres and strong-
rooms amid allegations of ir-
regularities.

At the BJP’s state head-
quarters in Salt Lake, the mood
was unmistakably upbeat. The
office bustled with activity as
party workers gathered in antici-
pation of what they believe will
be a decisive victory on May 4.

Despite the physically de-
manding campaign, visitors
continued to stream into the
headquarters through the day,
carrying flower bouquets and
boxes of sweets. The festive at-

mosphere was further fuelled by
the high voter turnout. The first
phase of polling on April 23 had
recorded over 92% participation,
and partyleaders credited thisas
asign of public support.

“The enthusiasm among
workers reflects the people’s
mandate,” said a BJP function-
ary attheheadquarters, as prep-
arations quietly began for a poss-
ible victory celebration.

‘Security concerns’in
Trinamool

However, in stark contrast,
most TMC offices across the
state remained either closed or
operated only briefly in the
evening. Party leaders said this
was part of a deliberate strategy
to avoid vulnerability following
alleged intimidation by central
forces.

A senior TMC leader from
Bhabanipur claimed that party
members were avoiding operat-
ing from known offices due to
security concerns. “We are plan-
ning our strategies from undis-
closed locations. Our workers

willmove in groups to counting
centres and strongrooms with
proper planning. No one will
leave until the last vote is
counted,” the leader said.

The heightened vigilance
comes after Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee issued a direct
appeal to party workers via a
video message on social media,
urging them to guard strong-
rooms and counting centres
round the clock. “I'will ask all
our workers and candidates to
guard the strongrooms and
counting centres. If I can stay
awake, you can too. Maintain
vigil through the night and en-
sure the security of the man-
date,” she said.

She also dismissed exit poll
projections as “politically moti-
vated”. “There is nothing called
neutrality anymore. Exit polls
arebeingused todemoralise our
workers. If the actual results
come out, it will surprise every-
one,” she said.

Echoing her concerns, TMC
leaders Kunal Ghosh and Shashi
Panja staged a dharna outside

TMC's Kunal Ghosh (L) and BJP's Tapas Roy outside a strong room
near Netaji Indoor Stadium in Kolkata on Thursday. pARTHA PAUL

the Netaji Indoor Stadium,
which serves as a counting
centre. They alleged attempts to
open ballot units without the
presence of representatives
from all parties. “Efforts are
being made to access EVMs
without relevant stakeholders
present. This raises serious
questions about transparency,”
they claimed.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Mamata’s message

Ontheground, TMCworkers
appeared to be taking these
warnings seriously. In parts of
south Kolkata, small groups of
party supporters were seen coor-
dinating movements and dis-
cussing plans to monitor strong-
rooms. “We trust what Didi has
said. Women voters, in particu-
lar, have benefited from TMC’s

schemes over the last 15 years.
We are confident of the outcome
but remain cautious,” said Pra-
nab Das, a party worketr.
Meanwhile, BJP candidates
have largely stayed away from
the Salt Lake headquarters,
choosing instead to remain in
their constituencies. Party
leaderssaid thiswas part of aco-
ordinated effort to monitor
strongrooms where EVMs are
stored until counting day.

Vendors make hay

Outside the BJP office, the
political fervour has also trans-
lated into brisk business for local
vendors. Biswajit Das, ateaseller
who operates a stall near the
headquarters, said the election
season had significantly boosted
his earnings.

“In the past three months, I
barely had time to rest. My daily
income tripled during the cam-
paign,” he said, adding that he
plansto close his shop on count-
ing day and return to his native
village. A former CPI(M) sup-
porter who now backs the BJP,

Dasexpressed confidenceinthe
party’s chances. “I believe they
will form the government,” he
said.

Supporters from neighbour-
ingdistrictsalsomade theirway
tothe headquarters, many arriv-
ing in advance of the results to
express their optimism. “We ex-
pecttobe here fromearly morn-
ing on counting day, so we are
congratulatingourleadersinad-
vance as they will be busy on
counting day,” said Pradipto
Ghosh, who travelled from
Shyamnagar.

A confident BJP

Inside the BJP camp, prep-
arations for a potential victory
are already underway, albeit dis-
creetly. A party insider said ar-
rangements had been made for
celebrations, including stockpil-
ing crackers and coloured
powder. “If we secure the man-
date, theentire areawill be filled
with celebrations, However,
there are strict instructions of
not celebrating or planning be-
fore the results are out. Our cel-

ebration will begin once the
trendsare clear,” theinsider said.

BJP state president Samik
Bhattacharya spent the day at
the headquarters, reviewing up-
dates and speaking to candi-
dates over the phone. While he
refrained from overt celebra-
tions, his confidence was evi-
dent. “We are focused on form-
ing the government with a full
majority. Celebrations will fol-
low,” Bhattacharya told The In-
dian Express.

Commenting on the high
voter turnout, Bhattacharya
credited both the Election Com-
mission and central armed po-
lice forces. “A large number of
people cameouttovote,and the
credit goes to the authorities for
ensuring smooth polling,” he
said. He also addressed percep-
tions about voting patterns, sug-
gestingthat traditional assump-
tions may not hold this time. “It
is not correct to assume that all
minority votes go to one party.
We also understand the arith-
metic and are confident of our
position,” he added.
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Kanpur - 208017
An ISO 9001:2015 Certified Institute

Admission Notice-2026 A Rare Spiritual Opportunity to Connect with

National Sugar Institute, Kanpur, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Government of India for following
Courses invites applications from eligible candidates who wish to seek admission for the academic session 2026-27.

Buddha's Universal Message of Humanity and Compassion

SL. Course o No. of Mode of D VRN i y, B . ‘ »
Sacred Exposition of the
1. |P.G. Diploma Course of Associateship of National |B.Sc. with Chemistry. Physics & Mathematics or Bachelor's Admission Test [_l I T l} ) Y = s l » ll I I \ ll P re l,-
Sugar Institute in Sugar Technology [ANSI (ST)] Degree in Chemical. Engineering or B.Sc. (Sugar Science & 66 () } t ](,h () ]() (l ]dg‘] d
Technology) awarded by SNSI Belgavi or Graduation in Food N - et y ST
-1 | |
Technology peace beyond borders | 1"to 14" May 2026
2. |P.G. Diploma Course of Associateship of National |Bachelor's Degree or A.M.LLE.(from The Institutions of Admission Test =T =
Sugar Institute in Sugar Engineering [ANSI (SE)] Engineers, India) in Mechanical/ Production/ Electrical/ comm E"Iﬂﬂrf]t ”'18 :Il.he 2 5 6?th VESEI'( BUdd ha PUI"I"IIITIE
Electrical & Electronic/Electronics & Instrumentation/ o
Electronics/ Instrumentation/Electrical & Electronics/ Applied
Electronics & Instrumentation/Electronics & Communication/
Instrumentation & Control
3. |P. G. Diploma Course in Industrial Fermentation and |B.Sc. with Chemistry/Applied Chemistry./Industrial Chemistry/ Admission Test H not .
Alcohol Technology[DIFAT] Bio-Chemistry as one of the subject or B. Tech. in Bio-| 50 India is ot Ill*' the custodian of Lord Buddha's sacred
Technology/Chemical Engg. or Bio-Chemical Engg. relics but also ﬂ'l!ﬂﬁfb] carrier of his tradition.”
4. |P.G. Diploma Course in Sugarcane Productivity & |B.Sc. Agriculture 20 Admission Test = H&m Mﬂdi
Maturity Management [ DSPMM] Prime Minister
5. |P. G. Diploma Course in Quality Control And B.Sc. with Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics or Zoology, Admission Test ,
Environmental Science [DQCES] Botany, Chemistry/B.Sc. with Environmental Science/B.Sc.| 22
(Bio-Technology) or/B.Tech (Bio-Technology). Inuugurﬂtlnn by
6. [Sugar Boiling Certificate Course [SBCC] Matriculate/High School with Science/Agriculture Admission Test Shrl Amlt Shnh
Exp:- One season (of minimum 90 days) experience of] 63 Moy b Lirion Mindster of Home Affairs & Cooperation
pan-operation in a vacuum pan sugar factory along with Goverrment of India
nomination
7. |Certificate Course in Quality Control [CCQC] 12th Standard in Science (Physics, Chemistry and 30 Admission Test Date: 1" May 2026 | Time: 09:00 am
Mathematics). Venue: Jive-Tsal, Leh
8. |Fellowship of N.S.I. in Sugar Technology or Sugar |A.N.S.I. (Sugar Tech.) |Note: Application for F.N.S.I. in Personal
Chemistry / AVSI (Sugar Tech.) |Sugar  Technology &  Sugar Interview Inthe august presence of
- - - - Engineering should be sponsored by a
9. |Fellowship of A.N.S.I. in Sugar Engineering AN.S.I. (Sugar Engg.) i X -
/AVSI (Sugar Engg.)  [SU€ar factory/allied unit for carrying - Shrl vlnai Kum!r snxanl
. . . out the research pertaining to this| . 5 Hon'Ble Lisutenant Governor, Unlon Terrtory of Lasdekh
10. |Fellowship of A.N.S.I. in Fermentation Technology |D.LF.A.T./LLF.A.T. o o o £
from VSI course. Similarly, application for il
rom F.N.S.I. in Fermentation Technology| < Z
should be sponsored by a distillery or = -« " )
brewery industry or allied unit for Kushok Bakula Rinpoche Exposition of the
carrying out the research work Cultural Eveni ng
ying _ Memorial Lecture Serles 2% May 2026 | Leh Market, Leh Holy Relics in Zanskar
pertaining to this course. 2" May 2026 | CIBS, Choglamsar, Leh TS ' 4" May 2026 | Zanskar
* Executive ANSI (SE)-5 seats-Candidates with 5 years experience after SECC in Sugar Factory will be admitted without entrance exam, Priority will
be given based on academic and professional credits. o , o Silent Peace Walk Talk on Modern Science & Buddhist Philosophy
ANSI (SE)-57 seats - Mechanical Engineering: Electrical Englhneermg. ‘Instrumentatlon Engineering = 70:15:15 4™ May 2026 | Leh Market, Leh 13" May 2026 | CIBS, Choglamsar, Leh
For courses at SI. No 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7 above, final year appearing candidates may also apply.
For applying On-line, visit our website at http://nsi.gov.in and follow the instructions.
For reservation of seats in different courses- refer N.S.I. prospectus.

IMPORTANT DATES AND INFORMATION FOR APPLICANT

On-line submission of application forms (Indian & Foreign Candidates) From 16th April, 2026 onwards
Last date for submission of on-line Applications (Indian & Foreign Candidates) |25th May, 2026 upto 5:00 PM
Application Fee -For all candidates except SC/ST Rs. 1500/- o=

Application Fee for SC/ST Candidates

Rs. 1000/-

Application fee should be made through Online Transaction IFSC Code: SBIN0001962

Account Name: NSI KANPUR
Account No: 10298336082

Account Type: Current Account
Bank Name: State Bank of India

Downloading of Admit Cards from website by Indian applicants 01 June, 2026 onwards Dﬂi]_y Aﬂtivitie;ﬁ, & W{]I‘I(Shﬂps:
Admission Test Center (Onlv for Indian Candidat 7th June, 2026 (Sunday) at Pune, Chennai, Delhi, Kanpur, Kolkata, E.
mission Test Center (Only for Indian Candidates) Patna, Gorakhpur, Meerut, Bhopal etc. (tentative) Sacred Cham Dances | Food & Handicraft Stalls | Light & Laser Shows | Free Medical Camps

Address for Correspondence

CBC 09101/13/0003/2627 ¥

Director, National Sugar Institute, Kalyanpur, Kanpur-208017, India ﬁ Meditation & Yoga Sessions | Chod Prayer Ceremony | Clay Sculpture & Wood Carving Exhibitions

For further details and Prospectus visit website:

https://nsi.gov.in. Thangka Painting | Manuscript Preservation
Contact us: nsikanpur@nic.in

NOTE- All rights for change in the above schedule and examination centres are reserved with the Institute and can be made any time without giving any

notice to anyone.

For more information visit here: tathagata.co.in | Scan

CBC 08202/12/0001/2627
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® Regional MSME Conclave Tracle Show,/Exhibition

Inauguration by g 1 May, 2026, Friday J .
Shri Bhupendrabhai Patel . G ARA
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Gujarat 09:30 AM

in the august presence of © AURO University, Surat,
Shri Harsh Sanghavi Gujarat

Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister, Gujarat

Grovarrman] of Gugnat

24
REGIONAL .
h | Shri Narendra Modi Shri Bhupendrabhai Patel
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Sthapana Diwas
1 May, 2026

“Vibrant Gujarat Regional Conference will open a new direction for Gujarat's industrial excellence.”
- Shri Harsh Sanghavi, Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister, Gujarat
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Vietnamese PresidentLam | MHA u

on India visit from May 5to7

Express News Service
New Delhi, April30

VIETNAM’S PRESIDENT To
Lam is expected to visit India
from May 5 to 7, in what will be
his maiden state visit after
being elected as the President
earlier in April.

The Vietnamese president
is expected to hold bilateral
talks with Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, and also meet
President Droupadi Murmu,
the Ministry of External Affairs
said Thursday.

To Lam, who also serves as
the General Secretary of the
Communist Party of Vietnam,
will lead a high-level delega-
tion of ministers and top
executives during his state visit

next week.

The MEA said: “PM Modi
will hold wide-ranging dis-
cussions with President To
Lam across the spectrum of bi-
lateral relations...”

The two leaders are ex-
pected to focus on enhancing
ties in trade and critical tech-
nologies, with a special empha-
sis on boosting defence coop-
eration, especially in the
maritime domain.

The visit marks the tenth
anniversary of the elevation of
relations to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership, agreed
during PM Modi’s visit to Viet-
nam in 2016, the MEA added.

The Vietnamese president
is also expected to visit Bodh
Gaya and Mumbai.

3R U2l o foehTI{ ol 311eIR

pdates citizenship rules, tightens

norms on dual passports for minors

Minors holding
Indian passports
can’t possess
passports of
other countries
atthe sametime

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 30

THE UNION Home Ministry
on Thursday notified the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Rules,
2026, introducing electronic

Overseas Citizen of India (e-

OCI) cards, fully online applica-
tions, and stricter norms on
dual passports for minors.
“The rules introduce a fully
digital OCI framework, mandat-
ing online applications, elec-
tronic records, and acknowl-
edgements, while phasing out
duplicative physical processes.
Anew provision allowsissuance
of electronic OCI (e-OCI) along-
side physical cards, signalling a
shift toward paperless identity
for overseasIndians. Applicants
must now consent to sharing
biometric data for integration
with fast-trackimmigration pro-
grammes, enabling possible
automatic enrolment in the fu-
ture,” an MHA official said.
Earlier, OCI processes in-

volved a mix of online and
physical submissions, includ-
ing paperwork and duplicate
filing requirements. Now, they
also formally codify certain
provisions that were earlier fol-
lowed in practice, but not ex-
plicitly written into the rules.
A major update mandates
that minors holdingIndian pass-
ports cannot simultaneously
possess passports of other coun-
tries, asinserted in anew proviso
torule 3and this addresses con-
cerns over dual citizenship mis-
use, though OCl statusitself does
not confer full citizenship rights.
“These rules may be called
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Rules, 2026. They shall come
into force on the date of their

G o &

publication in the Official Ga-
zette. In the Citizenship Rules,
2009 (hereinafter referred to as
the said rules), in rule 3, the fol-
lowing proviso shall be in-
serted, namely: Provided that
the applicant in such cases
shall note that the minor child
cannot at any time hold the
passport of any other country
while also holding the Indian
passport,” the notification said.

An application for registra-
tion as an OCI cardholder
under section 7A shall be
made in Form XXVIII elec-
tronically on the designated
online portal.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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The cruise boat is said to have lost balance due to strong winds and
high waves triggered by a sudden change in weather. express

Four dead, several
missing after boat

capsizes at Bargi
Dam in Jabalpur

Anand Mohan J
Bhopal, April 30

AT LEAST four people were
killed and several others re-
main missing after a cruise
boat carrying 35 to 40 pas-
sengers capsized in the Bargi
Dam area of Jabalpur on
Thursday evening, follow-
ingasudden storm that trig-
gered strongwinds and high
waves onthe Narmadariver.

The incident occurred
near Khamaria Tapu (is-
land) in the Bargi Dam area.
Sudden adverse weather
conditions triggered strong
winds and high waves, caus-
ing the cruise boat to lose
balance, overturn, and grad-
ually sink. At least 18 have
been rescued so far, many of
them pulled out of the water
by local fishermen and first
responders. Meanwhile 15-
18 people are still unac-
counted for, the police sad,

“Some 35-40 people
were on the river cruise boat
when it overturned because
of a sudden storm. Four
bodies were recovered from
the river, while an operation
is in full swing to trace and
rescue the missing passen-
gers,” City Superintendent
of Police (Bargi town) Anjul
Mishra said,

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav took
cognisance of the incident
and directed Public Works
Minister Rakesh Singh to
reach the site immediately.
“The operation by the local
administration and rescue
forces continues unabated
in Jabalpur regarding the
tragic cruise accident atthe
Bargi Dam caused by a se-
vere storm... Efforts are
underway to locate those
who are missing as quickly
as possible. In this hour of
crisis, the state government
standsin full solidarity with
the affected families with
complete sensitivity, and
every possible assistance is
being ensured,” Yadav said
inapostonX.

PWD minister Rakesh
Singh, who reached the site
soon after the incident, said an
investigation would follow and
declined to comment on alle-
gations about whether a
weather department warning
of a storm was disregarded by
the crew.

“This is an unfortunate
incident. I was present at the
spot. We have rescued at least
15 persons and 4 are reported
dead. I have spoken to the
Chief Minister and he has an-
nounced Rs 4 lakh compensa-
tion to the family of the de-
ceased. We are focussing on
rescue operations right now
and after that we will investi-
gate the case and fix responsi-
bility,” the minister said.

Onthe ground, rescue oper-
ations continued late into the
night under difficult condi-
tions. Police personnel and
State Disaster Emergency Re-
sponse Force (SDERF) teams
were seen moving through the
dark waters in motorboats,
sweeping the area with torches
as they searched for survivors.
In some instances, rescuers
formed human chains nearthe
banks, while others scanned
the surface for any signs of
movement or floating debris.

Bodies recovered from the
water were brought ashore in
inflatable boats, with teams
working methodically despite
low visibility and choppy cur-
rents. Survivors, many in
shock, were wrapped in blan-
kets and shifted to safer areas as
officials coordinated efforts
along the shoreline.

Senior district officials, in-
cluding the collector and police
officers, remained at the site
overseeing the operation,
which authorities said was
being conducted on a war foot-
ing. Preliminary inputs pointto
the sudden storm as the im-
mediate trigger, though offi-
cials indicated that a detailed
inquiry would examine
whether safety protocols, in-
cluding passenger limits and
life-saving equipment, were
followed.

Home Ministry
asks states to stay
alert ahead of
May Day protests

Mahender Singh Manral
New Delhi, April 30

THE UNION Ministry of
Home Affairsislearntto have
asked all the statesand Union
Territories to stay alert ahead
of nationwide May Day pro-
tests planned by trade and
farmer unions on May 1.

The MHAs advisory, urg-
ing heightened vigilance and
precautionary security
measures, comes in the wake
of a series of worker protests
in Noida earlier this month,
when workers took to the
streets demanding higher
wages, reduced working
hours and better overtime
compensation. Authorities
are closely monitoring the
situation amid expectations
of large turnouts on Interna-
tional Labour Day on Friday.

In an internal communi-
cation to all the Chief Secre-
taries, DGPs and Police Com-
missioners on Thursday, the
MHA is learnt to have in-
formed that central trade
unions, barring the Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS), are
likely to mobilise workers on
May Day, foregrounding key
labour demands and recent

protest-related grievances.
“Theunions are planning co-
ordinated public meetings
and processionsinindustrial
areas, state capitals, and dis-
trict headquarters to press for
the withdrawal of the four La-
bour Codes, an increase in
minimum wages, and the un-
conditional release of
workers arrested during re-
cent protests in NCR,” a
source said.

In a show of broader soli-
darity, central trade unions
have joined hands with the
Samyukt Kisan Morcha, ap-
pealing to farmers across the
country to participate in May
Day programmes. The MHA
has also pointed out that pro-
ultra Left labour outfits may
also organise parallel proces-
sionsinindustrial belts, raising
concerns over the scale and
spread of mobilisation.

In view of the planned
demonstrations, the MHA has
directed to take adequate
measurestomaintainlawand
order situation. The advisory
calls for heightened security
arrangements at industrial
clusters, state capitals, and dis-
trict headquarters to prevent
any untoward incidents.
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Bulandshahr triple murder:
Gym trainer dies in encounter

Manish Sahu

Lucknow, April 30 Thedeceased has

BULANDSHAHR POLICE on been lde.nt!ﬁed as

Thursday shot dead 32-year-old 8y m t.l‘ ainer J eetf’

gym trainer Jeetu Saini, the  Saini. Itwas at his

main accused in the murderof  }j rthday bash that

three men thattook placeonthe

night of April 25 inside a gym. thebrawlthatledto
The killings had taken place thethree deathstook

duringSaini’s birthday celebra- place last week

tion after a brawl erupted be-

tween two groups over cake

smearing that escalated into  ficerssaid.

Saini and his associates alleg-
edly shooting dead three young-
sters, all in their 20s. Saini had
been absconding since then.

Police had announced a re-
ward of Rs 50,000 for informa-
tion leading to his arrest.

Superintendent of Police,
Bulandshahr, Dinesh Kumar
Singh said Saini was a key ac-
cused in the murder case. He
said the police are continuing
raids to find and arrest the re-
maining suspects.

So far, the police have ar-
rested and jailed five meninthe
case, including three who were
apprehended duringearlier en-
counters.

Rinku Saini and Bharat Saini
were arrested on Tuesday after
they were injured in an ex-
change of fire after allegedly
shooting at a police team, of-

Earlier, three other men
were arrested, and one of them
wasinjured in a police shootout
after allegedly trying to escape.

The police said Saini was
also named in two earlier cases
from 2018 and 2023, which in-
cluded charges of causing death
by negligence and violations
under the SC/ST Act.

Aresident of the Punjabiyan
locality, Saini came from a well-
off family that owns sweet and
garment shops in the Khurja
Nagar area. Widely known lo-
cally as a regular gym-goer, he
also worked part-time as a
trainer and was involved in
property dealing. His younger
brother, Ravi, is also wanted in
the same case.

During the encounter, In-
spector Mohammad Aslam and
Head Constable Mohit Kumar

CHESTER HILLS PROJECT

Himachal DGP orders
action against Solan SDM

Saurabh Parashar
Shimla, April 30

IN A dramatic turn of events
surrounding the controversial
housing project Chester Hillsin
Solan, Himachal DGP Ashok
Tewari instructed DC Solan to
initiate disciplinary and vigi-
lance action against Solan SDM
Poonam Bansal, following alle-
gations of misconduct, conflict
of interest, and suspected be-
nami transactions Thursday.

SDM Bansal is the same of-
ficer who, in her earlier capac-
ity, had established violations
of Section 118 of the Himachal
Pradesh Tenancy and Land Re-
forms Act, 1972, along with sus-
pected benami transactions by
the promoters of the Chester
Hills project.

When asked, SDM Bansal
said, “Letthem carry out the in-
vestigation.”

According to information,
the development comes follow-
ing a complaint against SDM
Bansal and her husband Sunil
Kumar Bansal, who is a BSNL
employee, moved by a Chandi-
garh-based Advocate Sanjeev
Kumar Birla.

In his complaint, Birla al-
leged that the couple were indi-
rectly involved in the purchase
of two properties in Solan reg-
istered on the names of Aarti
Nirmohi and Raksha Manta.
Birla alleged that Sunil trans-
ferred around Rs401akhin the
account of Nirmohi when the
land deals were being executed.

In his communication to
the DC Solan, DGP Ashok Te-
wari stated, “The material on
record... reveals serious and
prima facie misuse of official
position, conflict of interest,
and possible involvement in
benami transactions.”

a HQ District Police, Kupwara, UT of J&K.
Email: dpokupwara@jkpolice.gov.in

person is as under:

NO:- CRB/Lookout Notice/2026/23932-50
As intimated by SHO P/S Trehgam vide letter No. 584/5-A/PST/2026
dated 25-04-2026, that accused Yawar Nazir Bhat S/O Nazir Ahmad Bhat
R/O Poshpora is involved in case FIR No. 84/2024 U/S 8/21, 29 NDPS Act
of P/S Trehgam and is absconding after commission of crime. Despite
strenuous efforts, whereabouts of the said accused are not ascertained so
far. The Photograph alongwith description roll of absconding accused

Dated: 27/04/2026

Description Roll Photograph
Name: - Yawar Nazir Bhat
Parentage:- Nazir Ahmad Bhat
Address:- Poshpora
Age:- 26 years
Height: - 5 Feet 7 Inch
Complexion: - Whitish
Build: - Normal
Hair :- Black
Identification Mark:- Mole on left side face.

mentioned Email/phone No's.
Email:

PCR Kupwara:- 7051404938
SHO P/S Trehgam: 7051404916
PS Trehgam:- 7051404917

DIP/J-1402/26 - DATE 30 APRIL 2026

It is therefore requested that a sharp lookout may please be maintained and
if traced out or any clue leading to the whereabouts of said absconding
accused, immediate information may kindly be shared on the below

dpokupwara@jkpolice.gov.in

(Syed Al-Tahir Gilani) JKPS
Sr. Superintendent of Police,
Kupwara

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION
PLANNING BOARD

(A Statutory Body under Ministry of Housing &

Urban Affairs, Govt. of India)
Ist Floor, Core-4B, India Habitat Centre,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003

APPOINTMENT

https://ncrpb.nic.in.

in the newspaper.

Yy P e wniorssl 17013

Applications are invited from eligible Indian
nationals for engagement of one (01)
Consultant Grade-I (Technical) and one (01)
Young Professional (GIS) in NCRPB on
consolidated monthly fee. Details of the
vacancies are available on Board's website

Last date for receipt of applications 1s 15 days
from the date of publication of advertisement

Member Secretary
CBC 44103/12/0002/2627

sustained bullet injuries and
were immediately taken to a
Community Health Centre
along with Saini. The accused
was later referred to the district
hospital, where doctors de-
clared him dead during treat-
ment. The police said the condi-
tion of the injured policemen is
stable. Bullets also hit the bullet-
proofjackets of Inspector Ram-
phal Singh and Head Constable
Kapil Nain duringthe exchange
of fire.

According to the Buland-
shahr police, teams were con-
ducting search operations early
Thursday morning to track
down absconding suspects
when they spotted two men on
atwo-wheeler onJhanjharRoad
in the Khurja police station area.
When asked to stop, the suspects
allegedly ignored the signal,
opened fire, and tried to escape
along an unpaved route.

After a chase, police sur-
rounded the men, who allegedly
fired again after being cornered.
In retaliatory firing carried out
in self-defence, one of the ac-
cused was critically injured,
while the other escaped under
cover ofdarkness. The policere-
turned firein self-defence, criti-
cally injuring one suspect while
the other escaped in the dark,
they said.

Robbery accused
shootsat SHO,

hengumeddonn Yande Bharat Express flagged oft

AiswaryaRaj
Dehradun, April 30

AMAN accused of robberywas
shot dead by the Dehradun Po-
lice in an alleged encounter in
the Uttarakhand capital in the
early hours of Thursday. The
police have alleged that the de-
ceased had shot at the SHO of
Premnagar police station, and
the encounter was an act of self-
defence.

According to the police, the
deceased hasbeen identified as
Akram, who hails from Shamli,
Uttar Pradesh. He had been ac-
cused in at least four cases in
Dehradun and multiple others
in UP. The police have claimed
that the man was being chased
after he allegedly committed
robbery.

SSP Parmendra Dobhal
said: “When police pursued
them, the accused opened fire
on the police team. In the inci-
dent, the SHO of Premnagar
sustained a gunshot injury. In
retaliatory fire carried out by
the police in self-defence, one
accused was injured”.

The accused later died dur-
ing treatment at the hospital.

The alleged robbery had
taken place on the intervening
night between Wednesday and
Thursday.

Jammu to Srinagar inunder 5 hrs:

Arun Sharma
Jammu, April 30

THE UNION Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw, in what
may be described as a historic
moment, on Thursday flagged
off the first direct Vande Bharat
Express between Jammu and
Srinagar, providing not only all-
weather connectivity between
the two capital cities of Jammu
and Kashmir, but alsoreducing
the travel time between themto
less than five hours.

The train, with 20 coaches,
which will operate six days a
week from May 2 except Tues-
days, will cover approximately
266 km.

It will leave Jammu Tawi
railway station at 6.20 am and
reach Srinagar at11.10 am in a
record travel time of 4 hours
and 50 minutes. From Srinagar,
thetrainwill departat8amand
reach Jammu Tawi by 12.40
pm. It will relieve thousands of
commuters travelling on the
Jammu-Srinagar national
highway of the problem of fre-
quent road closures during the
rainy season and winter.

It will have brief halts at
Katra, Reasi and Banihal rail-
way stations.

Vaishnaw was accompa-

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, Union MoS Jitendra Singh, and
J&K CM Omar Abdullah flag off the train, in Jammu on Thursday. p1i

nied by Union Minister Dr Jit-
endraSingh and Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, among others.
This is the extended Vande
Bharat service as the train with
eight coaches is already run-
ning on the Katra-Srinagar
stretch, which was flagged off
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
Thedecisiontoincreasethe
number of coaches to 20 was
taken keepingin view the over-
whelming response from pas-
sengers to the already oper-
ational train service between
Katra and Srinagar. This will

also ease pressure on reserva-
tions and reduce the waiting
list, especially during the peak
tourist season and the up-
coming Amarnath Yatra.

With the Vande Bharat Ex-
press now operating between
Jammu and Srinagar, people
across the country intendingto
visit Kashmir by rail need not
travel to Katra, as they can
board it at Jammu Tawi railway
station itself.

Speaking on the occasion,
Vaishnaw said that while
strengthening maintenance
practices remains key to safety

and security, the next major
focus ofthe Central government
is increasing capacity on the
Jammu-Srinagar rail corridor
through track doubling to en-
able more train operations. He
talked about doubling the Qazi-
gund-Srinagar railway line so
thatmoretrainscanberunonit.
Pointing out that the Vande
Bharat Express on the Jammu-
Katra-Srinagar route has
emerged as a major success, he
said two crore kg of apples have
been transported from Kashmir
to Delhi. Thirty-twobogies have
been booked for cherry, he
added. More than five lakh
people have travelled on the
Vande Bharat between Katra
and Srinagar since its inaugur-
ation by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, he said. “We are
serving Dogri and Kashmiri
foods in this Vande Bharat,” he
said, adding that the train can
operate even in minus-10-de-
greetemperatures and its piping
issuch that water cannot freeze.
“In the last snow season, we
tried thistrain, and accordingly,
the new 20-bogie train was mod-
ified.” He also talked about the
use of higher-specification elec-
tronics and the installation of
3,000 microchipsinthe Jammu-
Srinagar Vande Bharat.

? Information, Public Relations & Languages Department, Haryana [ K ik s
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A tale of two Shivajis — emancipator of
peasants vs instrument of politics

— By Nikhil Sanjay-Rekha Adsule
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There is no liberty if the power of
judging be not separated from the
legislative and executive powers.
— Montesquieu
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Plan for early summer,
extreme heat

RADITIONALLY, IN large parts of the country, the April

weather was a prelude to the scorching summer. How-

ever, it’'sincreasingly becomingclear that extreme heat

isnolonger aMay-June phenomenon. Accordingtothe
India Meteorological Department (IMD), at least 11 states are in
the grip of a heat wave. Though temperatures are expected tofall
next week, the relief is likely to be temporary. The Centre’s deci-
siontoissueaheatadvisory tostatesis, therefore,amuch-needed
step.Ithasurged state governments toshift work hours, mandate
rest breaks, and ensure cooling arrangements for workers ex-
posed tothe sun. Hospitals have been directed to setup dedicated
heatstroke units, stock oral rehydration solutions, and train staff
forrapid response. These advisories reflect somelessonslearned
from recent heat waves. But they are not enforceable. Much more
needs to be done to protect the vulnerable from the elements.

Moststates in the country have heat action plans (HAPs). They
list standard procedures for individual departments — from pub-
lic health and education to agriculture and electricity. Howevet,
implementation hasbeen an Achilles’ heel of most HAPs. Chronic
underfunding, weak institutional capacity, and poor interdepart-
mental coordination have limited their effectiveness. Heat stress
is not classified as an emergency like floods, earthquakes or
cyclonesin the country’sdisaster management framework. Some
states have categorised heat waves as a state-specific disaster —
thisallowsthem touseupto10 per cent of their annual State Dis-
aster Response Fund for relief. The 16th Finance Commission,
which submitted its report earlier this year, recommended that
a heat wave be notified as a disaster at the national level as well.
Such recognition will enable states to access central relief funds
and institutionalise long-term resilience-building measures.
More than half of India’s districts are prone to heat-related

stress, according to a study conducted last year by the Centre for
Energy, Environment and Water. Urban areas face an additional
challenge. Concrete and asphalt store vastamounts of heat during
the day and release it at night. The built environment keeps the
airwarm even after sunset. This disproportionately impactslow-
income communities living in dense settlements with limited
access to cooling. Conversations on heat, therefore, need to go
beyond reactive advisories to adaptation strategies — expanding
green cover, promoting heat-proofing infrastructure and labour
protection. The early onset of summer should be seen asawarn-
ing — the country needs to align climate science with public
health, urban planning, and social security.

Task for new Fed chair:
Protecting autonomy

HE US Federal Reserve’s decision to keep interest rates

unchanged in its April meeting was along expected

lines. The conflict in West Asia, the consequent dislo-

cations in the energy market and supply-chain dis-
ruptions, have led to considerable macroeconomic uncertainty.
While committee members have opted to wait in order to gauge
theimpact of these developments on inflation and growth, what
was noticeable was the growing disagreements over the direction
of policy. The dissent — one member preferred to lower interest
rates, while three others opposed the “easing bias in the state-
ment” — has been the greatest in recent years. This comes at a
particularly challenging time for the Fed. The central bank is
goingthrough aleadership transition —Jerome Powell’sterm as
Fed chairends on May 15, and Kevin Warsh, Trump’s choice, has
been confirmed by a Senate banking committee.

Under Powell, the Fed confronted multiple shocks, ranging
from the Covid pandemic to the energy-market disruptions fol-
lowing the Russia-Ukraine conflictand the war in West Asia. Dur-
inghisterm, the central bankwas criticised for being “behind the
curve” and not raising rates fast enough to combat inflation fol-
lowing the pandemic. More recently, Powell and the Fed have
also faced abarrage of criticism from US President Donald Trump.
In his second term, Trump has been quite vocal in his criticism
of the direction of monetary policy. His attempts to pressurise
the Fed into lowering interest rates have raised apprehensions
overtheindependence and autonomy of the central bank. It was
only a few days ago that the US Justice Department dropped its
investigation over the Fed’s building renovations — an investi-
gation Powell had framed in the context of “the administration’s
threats and ongoing pressure”.

The leadership change at the Fed — the full Senate vote will
be held in May — will be closely watched. Inflation in the US has
edged upwards —consumer prices rose 3.3 per cent in March
amid the war in Iran. Gas prices are now at $4.3, up from $3.18 a
year ago. But the demands to ease policy may well continue. The
political context is unlikely to change. The challenge before the
next Fed chair will, therefore, be to resist political pressure, safe-
guard the autonomy and independence of the central bank.

He-Man & power amid
uncertainty

N 1977, ahead of the release of what would become the phe-

nomenon that is Star Wars, filmmaker George Lucas ap-

proached Mattel for a tie-up to produce licensed franchise

toys. Itrefused, the deal went to Kenner, and the restbecame
history. Mattel’s resurrection was engineered three yearslater by
atoydesigner, Roger Sweet, and hisbrainchild, He-Man, abroad-
shouldered action figurine with a power sword, on a mission to
defend Castle Grayskull and the planet, Eternia, from the evil
forces of his uncle and archenemy, Skeletor. His inception story
might have rested on a missed opportunity, but with his bulging
biceps and ripped abs, He-Man turned out to be “the most power-
ful man in the universe” through the 1980s. “I always wanted to
be a He-Man and never could... I knew almost every guy in the
world would love to be a He-Man,” Sweet, who died on April 28,
at 91, had said in 22019 interview. Turns out, he was right.

Inevitably, comparisons to Star Wars followed but He-Man
was gloriously, almost brazenly, acommercial artefact that wore
its purpose lightly, moving from toy to television to comics, ahero
conjured in the image of what a toy might demand rather than
what atale might require. For entire generations, He-Man defined
heroism, even asit circumscribed the emotional vocabulary avail-
abletoboys, insisting that power lay in invulnerability rather than
complexity, that men didn’t cry or experience fear.

That idea of masculinity might have been dented, but He-
Man’sappeal, it seems, isnot entirely lost. Anew filmisslated for
this summer, a slice of nostalgia for old acolytes and, perhaps, a
question for the uninitiated: In a strife-torn world, what does it
mean to be powerful, once the old certainties have worn thin?
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V ANANTHA NAGESWARAN
AND M RAVICHANDRAN

N APRIL 13, the India Meteoro-

logical Department issued its

first update for the coming

monsoon season. The mon-

soon season is expected to be
mostly below normal. The probability of it
beingeven above normal to excess is almost
ruled out. More importantly, many of the
rainfall districts will face below-normal rain.
Very few areas of the country will receive
normal to above-normal rainfall.

Thisis mainly due to the E1 Nifio South-
ern Oscillation (ENSO) effect. El Nifio and
La Nifia are two weather patterns that
occur in the Pacific Ocean. They are part of
alarger climate phenomenon called the El
Niflo-Southern Oscillation (ENSO). Both
have significant effects on global weathetr,
influencing rainfall and temperatures. El
Nifo typically leads to reduced monsoon
rainfall, while La Nifia tends to strengthen
the monsoon.

ENSOisexpected tosetin, in June. But
the effect will begin to be felt in July. So,
the current expectation is that ENSO will
have its effect in the second half of the
monsoon season rather than the full mon-
soon. However, as we write this, ENSO is
developing rapidly in the Pacific. It may
occur even earlier.

Acouple of other minor consolations are
the negative correlation between the North-
ern Hemisphere or Eurasian snow cover and

son. Between January and March 2026, Eur-
asian snow cover was below normal. That
augursbetter for the precipitation duringthe
monsoon season. Of course, that has been
factored into the seasonal forecast. Second,
the IOD — Indian Ocean Dipole — counter-
part to ENSO, but in the Indian Ocean, will
also be counteracting the effect of ENSO on
India’s Southwest Monsoon. But IOD is ex-
pected to have its effect only in the second
halfof the monsoon season. Thishas already
been factored into the rainfall assessment.
Another minor relief is that the Super
ENSO phenomenon, which has an even
greater impact on the monsoon rainfall, is
setting in much after India’s monsoon sea-
son officially ends. So, India’s rainfall will not
be much impacted by the Super ENSO. It is
expected that this year’s ENSO phenom-
enonwill have abiggerimpact on Southeast
Asia, Indonesiaand Australia. The ENSO ef-
fect usually lasts nine to 12 months.
Itwillbe good totreat thisyear’s ENSO ef-
fect as yet another warning sign for the
countrytogetitsacttogetheron water. Inthe
past, ENSO occurred once every twoto seven
years. Now, the gap between two ENSOs ap-
pearstohave shrunk, and itsintensity isalso
increasing. That is not good news. Second,
while India’s average rainfall is expected to
hold upreasonablywell in the yearsto come,
notwithstanding this year’s ENSO, at least
until the end of the decade, it is
widely known that precipitation
will become narrower in both spa-
tial and temporal scales. That is,
rainfall may have a concentrated
geographic footprint and occur in
shorter intervals. The occurrence
of recent years’ rainfall and this
year’s forecasts also reflect this.
The image of a steady drizzle
throughout the day, misty skiesand

Civilisations have flourished
and perished because of water.
India has been witness to that.
We will be doing ourselves abig

favour if we treat water
conservation and management
as an existential necessity

templation and relaxed minds over a cup of
chai and a hot samosa or pakora while
watching the monsoon rain has given way
toconcerns about the damage that fast, furi-
ous downpourswill cause. Itis all about del-
ugeand not drizzle. That meanstaking water
management more seriously than we have
donesofar.

Civilisations have flourished and per-
ished because of water. India has been wit-
nesstothatitself. Therefore, we willbe doing
ourselves abigfavourifwe donot treat water
conservation and managementasanavoid-
able luxury but as an existential necessity.
There was a sound reason why the rulers of
yore created temple tanks, bunds, reservoirs
and numerous other water bodies. All these
structures enabled the harvesting of rain-
water. Now, we have built over them. India
has to conserve water more than ever since
brief but massive rain deluges do not allow
the soil toretain water. Worse, the water runs
off'too quickly, taking the top and fertile soil
with it. Therefore, capturing it is more im-
portant than before.

Barely a month before the IMD released
its monsoon update, three experts pub-
lished their book on water. They were not
shy of sounding dire. Parameswaran Iyer,
Arunabha Ghosh and Richard Damania, in
their book Water, Nature and Progress: Sol-
utions for a New India, call for a circular
water-economy mission that treats
used water as a resource rather
than aliability, with realistic targets
and financing models. India reuses
only 3 per cent of its treated used
water, while cities like Singapore
meet 40 per cent of their water de-
mand through reuse. The mission
proposes staggered targets — S0
per cent treatment capacity by
2028, 100 per cent by 2035, SO per

work for public-private partnerships that
draws on successful models from Surat,
Thane, Taiwan and Jordan.

One of the pillars on which India’s aspir-
ation of becoming a developed society and
economy rests is water. If that pillar is cor-
roded by pollution and the under-appreci-
ation of itsrole in sustaining civilisations, the
edifice will struggle to rise and remain vul-
nerable to collapse.

Water is ascarce commodity that will be-
come increasingly so, and its price must re-
flect that. Right now, that scarcity value is
captured by unregulated water tankers.
That shows that people are willing to pay a
price for water, but they resist paying a
water tax to the state because they are not
sure of service quality. So, the ability to
charge a water tariff follows, rather than
precedes, improvements in state capacity
and service delivery. But governments
across the country cannot provide an as-
sured, reliable water supply, nor can they
build the infrastructure todo sowithout the
financial capacity to fund it. Therefore, an
honest conversation between the governing
and the governed on water pricing and ser-
vice commitments is overdue.

India is not the only water-stressed so-
ciety, but, aswith every other problem —em-
ployment or energy transition, to name just
two — the challenge is greater and more ur-
gent for India givenitssheer size. Itsreactive
approach to insidious challenges such as
water stress may be both inadequate and too
late. This year’s likely below-normal mon-
soon has served us one more warning. We
will be helping ourselvesif we pay heed toit.

V Anantha Nageswaran and M Ravichandran are,
respectively, the Chief Economic Advisor and
Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences,
Government of India. Views are personal

HE DIRECTIVE to taxi and
autorickshaw driverstodemon-
strate their proficiency in Mara-
thi has been mercifully post-
poned from May 1to August 15
by the Government of Maharashtra. Apart
from the irrationality of this proposal, it is
doubtful ifitis constitutionally permissible.

Article 19(1)(d) guarantees to every
citizen the fundamental right to move
freely throughout India. Article 19(1)(e)
gives every citizen the fundamental right
to reside and settle in any part of India.
Under Article 19(1)(g), any citizen can prac-
tice any profession or carry on any occupa-
tion, trade, or business. These fundamental
rights can be restricted only by alaw made
by the Maharashtra legislature and not by
executive instructions. Any restriction also
has to be reasonable and in the interests of
the general public. Equally important is Ar-
ticle 21, which protects the right to life and
hasbeen repeatedly interpreted toinclude
the right to livelihood. Thus, any attempt
atsuch linguistic compulsion may not pass
judicial muster.

In the opinion of this writer, neither Ma-
harashtranor any other state canamend the
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, or make any law
that makes it mandatory for a citizen to be
able toread and write the regional language

Any citizen, asacondition precedent toown oroperatea
. . taxi or autorickshaw. A mereamendmentto
ll’re.Sp ective of the Motor Vehicle Rules will not do.
his mother This move is also irrational. Where does
tongue, can one draw the line? If taxi and auto drivers
carry on his must compulsori}g knlow lc\l/larathi, can thce1
« s same restriction be placed on nurses an
occupation in doctors working in Maharashtra? A Bihari
any part of engineer, a Bengali chartered accountant or
India. A any white-collar employee can work and
WOl‘king settle in Maharashtra with no knowledge of
knowle dge of Marathi, but a person from eastern UP who
- comes to Mumbai to drive an auto because
Marathicanbe  of poverty must have a working knowledge.
acondition only The Eighth Schedule has 22 official lan-
whenitis guages. Any citizen, irrespective of his
. 1 mother tongue, can carry on his occupa-
mdlSpen.S‘able tion in any part of India. A working knowl-
tothejob edge of Marathi can be a condition only

when it is indispensable to the job or work

that a person has to do.

Maharashtra’s move will have adverse
national consequencesif other states follow
suit. There are reports that similar demands
are being made in Karnataka. The imposi-
tion of such conditions may yield short-term
political benefits. But it can have disastrous
consequences for the nation.

There is an equal need to moderate the
imposition of Hindi. The recasting of our
criminal laws without any significant
change is an example of the unnecessary
use of Hindi. The Indian Penal Code has
been renamed Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and the old sections have simply been re-
numbered. The Criminal Procedure Code
and the Evidence Act have also been re-
named. The titles of the new enactments
are incomprehensible to most people in
southern India. One cannot forget the anti-
Hindi riots thatengulfed Tamil Nadu in the
late 1960s. And the new laws have not made
the slightest difference to the problems that
face the criminal justice system.

The first step that former prime minister
Lee Kuan Yew took in 1965 was to make
English, not Chinese, the official language
of Singapore. This was a critical step in se-
curing the economic progress of the small
nation. The insistence on only the regional
language being used in government schools
also requires reconsideration. Knowing
English is, unfortunately, necessary, par-
ticularly for the youth from underprivileged
sections of society, for easier access to
better-payingjobs. Acombined use of Eng-
lish, Hindi and the relevant state’s regional
language is the urgent need.

In 1956, Indian states were sadly divided
on linguisticlines. Our states must not take
decisions that weaken the Indian or Bhara-
tiya identity or make it difficult for people
in one state to migrate to and work in
another. We have an ambitious plan for a
Viksit Bharat@2047. To achieve it, we must
not take steps that lead to a vibhajit Bharat
or divided India.

The writer, a senior advocate, is a Maharashtrian,
born in Mumbai, settled in Chennai.
He mainly practises in New Delhi

Vibhajit Bharat: Forcing Mumbai = The ch
cabbies to speak Marathi
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AAPhad
criticised
traditional
parties for their
‘high command
culture’. Within,
itfashioned a
‘super-high
command’
where noleader
minister or
office-bearer
mattered
except one man

‘onicleo

"AAP
ons foretold

BOUT TWO-thirds of AAP MPs in the Rajya Sabha,

led by Raghav Chadha and Sandeep Pathak, de-

clared that they would merge the parliamentary

party with the BJP. This did not surprise me. It was

the inevitable result of the kind of people who were
promoted in the party at the expense of those who were honest
and loyal to the cause of the Anna Movement.

Forsome time now, AAP has refused to goback tothe drawing
board. Thisis not the party we all knew. It was the one party with
the character and will to take people along toreinvent the corrupt
political system. When AAP forgot its biggest resource was not
money, powetr, or institutions but moral capital, its decline began.
To begin with, AAP had attracted brilliant people from all walks
of life —social workers, activists, lawyers, diplomats, journalists,
corporate managers, software engineers, and doctors. They were
successful in their fields and did not need a political party toshine.
They joined AAP because they genuinely felt the nation needed
tochange coursetorealise its potential. When the country reacted
massively to the call given by the Anna Movement to fight cor-
ruption, they wanted tobe fellow travellers on that revolutionary
journey. Unfortunately, this journey could not reach its destina-
tion because the movement was led by people without vision.

AAPhad criticised traditional parties for their “high command
culture”. Within, it fashioned a “super-high command” where no
leader, minister or office-bearer mattered except one man. The
rest were automatons, who were to say and do what they were
told. A disconnect between leader and party wasinevitable. And
whenever a party ceases to be democratic, it turns into a system
to further the careers of the chosen ones. These people are smart
enough torealise they don’t have tobeloyal to the party but tothe
leader. In the last few years, AAP was adorned with such people
from top to bottom. They became MPs, MLLAs and ministers.

What is most puzzling is that, unlike Narendra Modi, Arvind
Kejriwal has the unique knack of losing his closest lieutenants.
Chadhawas once Kejriwal’s blue-eyed boy, put in charge of Pun-
jab and credited with AAP’s success in the state. After it formed
the state government, he was considered Kejriwal’s eyes and ears.
But when the party was in trouble and its top leadership im-
prisoned, he was nowhere tobe seen. Similarly, Pathak was once
the most powerful personin AAP. The entire party structure was
athisdisposal. He was also instrumental to AAP’s success in Pun-
jab. Another rebel, Swati Maliwal, was amember of Kejriwal’s core
team even before the Anna Movement. She became aRajyaSabha
MP. Ironically, she parted ways with Kejriwal in the most acri-
monious way. All three owed their political careers to one man,
but he could not retain them.

AAPhasbeen unabletocraft an institutional framework that
can deal with the kind of crisis it faces today. The party, and par-
ticularly its leader, need to reflect on this failure to build a team.

The writer is co-founder of SatyaHindi and author of Reclaiming Bharat
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Bidtoflushoutterrorists

THE PUNJAB Police and paramilitary forces
entered the Golden Temple Complexin Am-
ritsar to clear off “terrorists, separatistsand
anti-national elements”. The swift action led
by the Amritsar Deputy Commissioner, Ra-
mesh Inder Singh, and the Senior Superin-
tendent of Police, S S Virk, started with the
raiding of the Guru Nanak Niwas, Guru Ram
Das Saraiand the Teja Singh Samundri Hall,
which were frequented by militants.

House supportstempleaction

LEADERS OF all political parties in the Lok
Sabha fully supported the Punjab Govern-
ment’s determined operation to flush out

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

anti-national “Khalistani” elements fromthe
Golden Temple complex and effectively deal
with terrorists. Members greeted with cheers
the statement of the Home Minister, PV Nara-
simha Rao, confirming that the Punjab Police
and CRPF had entered the Golden Temple
complex and taken into custody some per-
sons. The search for terrorists is continuing.

Chernobylreactor meltdown

WESTERN SOURCES said they had indica-
tions of ameltdown of a second nuclear reac-
tor at the devastated Chernobyl atomic
power plant, and several European nations
warned their people about the danger from
what could be the world’s worst nuclear dis-
aster. AUS official said news reports of 2,000

deathsinthe nuclearaccident were credible.
He made this remark after studying data re-
layed from a US spy satellite that overflew the
area where the radiation leak occurred.

Delhi ApartmentBill passed

THE LOK Sabha passed the Delhi Apartment
Ownership Bill seeking to give statutory
recognition of an apartment as a unit of
property capable of transfer and for a statu-
tory organisation armed with adequate
powers for the management of common
areas in multi-storeyed buildings. The Bill
meets the longstanding demand of owners
of apartments and flats, both residential
and commercial, for the grant of ownership
rightsinthe property.




® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

UAE exiting OPEC wounds a cartel
already far from the peak of its power.
—The Guardian
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Anthropic’s Mythos raises a question: What kind of regulation does Al need?

Now, only damage
control is possible

NISHANT SHAH

HE FOUNDING dream of the
digital revolution was that of a
digital commons. It sounds ro-
mantic after we have watched
the commons being sliced,
packaged, sold, and commodified. And yet,
itisadream I'wantto hold onto.

There were extraordinary visions of
what digital technologies could do if they
were built as public infrastructures. Public
does not mean free or outside power. The
QR code was patented but made publicly
usable; Linux, open protocols,and commu-
nity-maintained codestill hold up much of
thedigital economy. The giant private econ-
omy of the internet was powered by infra-
structures it did not fully own.

Foralongtime, however compromised,
the digital commons rested on three sides:
The people who built and maintained itsin-
frastructures; the publics who used,
adapted, contested, and animated its appli-
cations; and governments, which were sup-
posed toregulate, safeguard, and hold these
systems accountable to collective progress.

Large language models have destabil-
ised all three. These systems are built on
public infrastructures, public data, public
labour, open technical cultures, and dec-
ades of shared digital experimentation.
Their governance, however, is black-boxed
and negotiated behind closed doors. Their
financiallogicis noless alarming. Anthropic
has announced a $380 billion post-money
valuation. OpenAl has been reported at a
valuation of $852 billion. These valuations
donotemerge from settled public trust, so-
cial safety, or proven sustainability. They
emerge from the conversion of collective
dependency into private speculative power.

With Claude Mythos, we are perhaps
not only seeing the end of the dream, but
its replacement.

Anthropic has made Claude Mythos
Preview available through Project Glass-
wing as a gated research preview, osten-
sibly to help selected partners find and fix
vulnerabilities across critical software sys-
tems. Anthropic also says Mythos Preview
has already identified thousands of zero-
day vulnerabilities. On papet, this sounds
like responsibility. In practice, it shows us
the problem.

Aprivate corporation, built on publicin-
frastructures, is now deciding who gets ac-

cesstoamodel powerful enough tofind vul-
nerabilities in the systems on which the
world depends.

The question of whether Al regulation
should be heavy-handed or with a light-
touch has arrived too late. Claude Mythos
signals the end of the internet as a public
utility, and the shrinking power that gov-
ernments have in national and
global regulation.

Who watches the watchman? Nobody.
With Mythos, the watchman who is sup-
posed to identify the vulnerabilities and
cracks is also the only one who can protect
the system by taking an ethical position. Ex-
cept Mythos has no sense of ethics. An-
thropic might loosely have one, but not
enough tostop it from releasing the model,
even in limited preview.

Technologies are not tools. They are
propositions. They imagine the worlds that
cluster around them, and then begin to
make those worlds available, profitable, and
inevitable. They are not dangerous only
when deployed. They can be dangerous in
their very existence. We now have the nu-
clearversion of generative Al sitting with us.
Not because it will destroy the world tomor-
row, but because its existence reorganises
the conditions of security, vulnerability,
trust, and power. Anthropic might stall this
for awhile, but others will get there and not
perform this limited restraint. Onceacapac-
ity exists, it becomes normalised, and we
adapttoit.

Regulation and oversight are of little use
if they are always playing a chasing game.
Al companies have turned regulation into
the last line of redress when it should have
been the first line of defence.

Asking whether we need more or less
regulation to keep people safeislike asking
whether regulation can deweaponise agun.
In aworld where the gun exists, people will
die. Regulation may reduce the damage, but
it cannot undo the world that the weapon
has already made.

What remains is to ask whether global
governance systems can dowhat regulation
can no longer do: Not merely control these
technologies, but slow them, refuse them,
perhaps force their degrowth. Control
might now be a fantasy, as naive as the
dream of the digital commons. But there is
still a difference between fantasies. The
commons asked us to build public power,
however imperfectly. This new fantasy asks
us to trust the people who broke the world,
and then handed us repair as a service.

The writer is professor of Global Media at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong and faculty
associate at the Berkman Klein Centre for
Internet and Society, Harvard University

Better execution,
not more restriction

MEGHNA BAL

NTHROPIC’S MYTHOS has

put regulators on high alert.

Mythos can identify security

vulnerabilities in software sys-

tems, help plan attacks against
them, and simulate how such attacks could
unfold — abilities once limited to a small
group of highly skilled humans. The ad-
vancement of such Al capabilities
heightens therisk of bad actors usingthem
to scale attacks on businesses, institutions,
and critical infrastructure.

The Indian Computer Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT-In) hassinceissued an
advisory on the cyber risks posed by ad-
vanced Al systems, acknowledging the criti-
cality of keeping pace with frontier Al cyber
capabilities and recommending the rein-
forcement of baseline cybersecurity
measures. The RBI is also discussing with
banks the risk posed by such systems. The
regulatory alarm should perhaps have
come earlier. A 2026 Global Threat Report
by cybersecurity firm CrowdStrike indicates
that Al-enabled bad actors increased at-
tacks by 89 per cent in 2025 over the pre-
vious year. Nonetheless, authoritiesin India
should see this as an opportunity to bolster
cyberresilience across the board. The ques-
tion is: How should they go about it?

First, the government mustshoreup the
security capabilities of smaller entities in
critical sectors. While it seems that the gov-
ernment is looking to secure critical infra-
structure like banking and telecom, not all
entities have the same capacities. While giv-
ing evidence before the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Finance, the RBI
acknowledged that cooperative banks
lagged on security maturity and had been
subject to cyberattacks.

Smaller entities like cooperative banks
are going to lag on defences because they
are resource-constrained. CERT-In’s advis-
ory acknowledges this limitation and pre-
scribes a set of instructions for smaller
businesses. However, securing such en-
tities does not necessarily require more
regulation. Onereport indicates that coop-
erative banks find cybersecurity com-
pliance prohibitively expensive. A related
issue is trusted vendors. When banks are
looking for the lowest-cost option, they
also become vulnerable to bad actors pos-
ing as cost-effective options.

The solution combines financial sup-
port with trusted implementation path-
ways. The government must create acorpus
fund that can be used by smaller entities to
strengthen their cybersecurity systems.
Sucha fund should be paired with a trusted
vendor list that they may rely ontoscanand
securetheir systems against threats. Pairing
the fund with a trusted vendor list would
also reduce therisk of misuse, poor-quality
procurement, and malicious actors.

Second, the government must ensure
that other areas of regulation do not inad-
vertently weaken cybersecurity. This
requires areview oflaws and proposed laws
that may increase vulnerabilities in existing
systems. The Draft Digital Competition Bill
is one example. Broadly, the Bill prohibits
mobile operating system companies from
imposing restrictions onsideloading, inad-
vertently expanding the pathways through
which malicious applications reach users.
Such risks have already manifested in the
cooperative banking sector. In 2025, cyber
fraudsters made off with Rs 11.5 crore from
the Himachal Co-operative Bank by trick-
ing a customer into downloading a ma-
licious application that gave them remote
accesstohisphone, and then usingthatac-
cesstoinfiltrateitsinternet banking system.

Third, the government should resist the
temptation torespond by restrictingaccess
to advanced Al systems altogether. While
this does not seem to be on the anvil at the
moment, the terms of reference for the re-
cently constituted Al Governance and
Economic Group empower it to classify Al
use cases into categories such as “deploy”,
“pilot” and “defer”, suggesting that access-
based restrictions may become part of
India’s Al governance toolkit. Such an ap-
proach would be counterproductive, and
should be avoided. Bad actors are unlikely
to be constrained by legal frameworks.

With frontier Al systems like Mythos,
what matters is not necessarily the
number of weaknesses in a system, but
which of those weaknesses can be ex-
ploited before they are fixed. This requires
adeparture from traditional cybersecurity
approaches, which tend to treat vulner-
abilities as discrete issues and overlook the
interconnectedness of digital systems
today. Such systems-level thinking must
also inform national cybersecurity strat-
egy. Planning must not only focus on large
targets, but also address smaller and less
apparent vulnerabilities that could serve
as entry points into critical systems.
India’s cybersecurity armour will only be
as strong as its weakest link.

The writer is director of the Esya Centre, a think
tank based in New Delhi. Views are personal
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VIVEK POLSHETTIWAR

INDIA STANDS at an important moment
inits scientificjourney. It has extraordinary
talent, strong institutions, and increasing
political commitment toward innovation
and self-reliance. Yet there is an uncomfort-
able reality that many scientists quietly ac-
knowledge: Our scientific ecosystem often
rewards visibility more than discovery. Re-
cent controversies surrounding academic
claims and announcements are not iso-
lated events. They reveal a structural prob-
lem within the ecosystem. Press confer-
ences, social-media announcements,
ceremonial launches and headline-
friendly claims often receive more atten-
tion than the slow, rigorous process that
leads to scientific breakthroughs.

This culture is gradually shifting incen-
tives away from difficult, high-risk research
toward work that produces quick visibility.
India today produces a large number of

Indian science has aleadership problem

scientific publications and has a vibrant
community of researchers and students.
Yet, when we examine global technological
leadershipin advanced materials, semicon-
ductors, energy technologies, CCUS or deep-
tech manufacturing, India remains signifi-
cantly behind the US, Europe, and China.
The reason is not alack of talent. Indian
students and scientists perform excep-
tionally well globally. Many of the world’s
leading laboratories and technology com-
panies are powered by Indian researchers.
The problem lies in the structure of our
scientific institutions and the incentives
they create. Too often, success in Indian aca-
demia is measured through metrics that
prioritise quantity overimpact: The number
of papers published, committees served, or
awards collected. The ecosystem is rich in
fellowships, medals and recognitions, but
far poorer in environments that nurture
long-term, high-risk scientific discovery.
Scientific ecosystems ultimately reflect
the leadership that shapes them. Visionary
leadership can build institutions that
change the course of history. India has wit-

nessed this before. In the early decades after
Independence, youngleaderssuch as Homi
Bhabha and Vikram Sarabhai built institu-
tions like TIFR, BARC and ISRO. They cre-
ated environments where scientists could
pursue bold ideas with confidence.

Today, the challenge is different. Ourin-
stitutions are larger, our bureaucracy
heavier, and global competition far more
intense. Leadership requires not only
scientific excellence but also adminis-
trative courage, the willingness to reform
systems that have become slow, hierarchi-
cal and risk-averse. Younger scientists
within Indian academia possess global ex-
perience, strong research records and a
deep understanding of emerging scientific
fields. Yet, leadership structures often re-
main static for decades, limiting the infu-
sion of fresh ideas and urgency.

Many scientists across India recognise
these problems but often hesitate to speak
openly because the system does not always
reward criticism or reform. Yet, constructive
self-criticism has always been the founda-
tion of scientific progress. Scientists who

have worked within Indian institutionsand
internationally understand the strengths
and weaknesses of our ecosystem. Their re-
sponsibility is not only to publish papers but
also to help shape institutions that can pro-
duce the next generation of discoveries.
Despite challenges, the future of Indian
science remains bright. The country pos-
sesses a massive demographic advantage.
Government initiatives in deep-tech inno-
vation, space technology, and energy tran-
sition signal an increasing commitment to
scientific progress. What Indianeeds now is
alignment between policy ambition and in-
stitutional execution. If the government em-
braces academic reform, increases funding,
empowers capable younger leaders and
prioritises genuine discovery over optics,
India can become a global leader in science
and technology. Its scientific history shows
what is possible when vision, courage and
institutional freedom come together.

The writer is professor of Chemistry at TIFR,
Mumbai. In 2024, he received the
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Award
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Buddha Purnima

lessons for a
troubled world

C P RADHAKRISHNAN

N THE auspicious full

moon day of Chitra Pour-

nami, when temple festi-

vals are being celebrated, I

pray that prosperity grows
in every home.Iam happy to extend my
Buddha Purnima greetings to all
brothers and sisters.

Among the many gifts Bharat has of-
fered to the world, Buddhism stands fore-
most. The life and teachings of Lord Bud-
dha continue to illuminate the lives of
millionsacross the globe. Bharat taught the
world the importance of self-realisation.
The very word “Buddha” means “the
awakened one”. It is significant that the
birth and enlightenment of this great soul,
who strove to guide humanity toward self-
awareness, fall on the same day.

Prince Siddharthawasraised in luxury.
At the age of 29, renouncing his palace,
wife, son, and all worldly wealth, he wan-
dered in pursuit of spiritual truth. After six
years of intense seeking, he attained en-
lightenment under the Bodhi tree at Bodh
Gaya, becoming the Buddha. The realisa-
tion of the Four Noble Truths and the path
of ethical conduct marked the beginning
of anew philosophy. Near Varanasi, at Sar-
nath, he delivered his first sermon to five
ascetics. Known as “Turning the Wheel of
Dharma”, this teaching
became the foundation of
Buddhism. Over time,
many were drawn to his
teachings. King Bimbi-
saraof Magadha donated
the Venuvanamonastery
in Rajgir. The wealthy
Anathapindika covered
the entire Jetavana grove
with gold coins to build a
monastery. Such acts re-
flect the deep faith in
righteousness that
existed in Bharat.

Monasteries taught
the Four Noble Truths:
There is suffering; desire is the root cause
of suffering; by eliminating desire, suffer-
ing can be overcome; and by following the
Eightfold Path, one can live free from suf-
fering. The Buddha advised: Do not dwell
onthe past—live in the present. Truthful-
ness is powerful. The mind is the source of
all actions, so cultivate positive thinking.
Donotretreatin fear duringdifficult times.
Life’s journey is ultimately individual —
guide it along a spiritual path. Words can
wound, so speak gently. Love and non-vi-
olence are essential. Always keeplearning.

Tamil literary works like Manimeka-
lai and Kundalakesi present Buddhist
philosophy beautifully. Though many
texts are lost, their contributions remain
invaluable. “Intoxicating drink that
clouds the mind, and the taking of life —
the wise, free from delusion, have re-
nounced these, listen: Birth and death,
and death leadingagain tobirth/ Arelike
sleep and waking — this is the truth./
Those who perform righteous deeds at-
tain a noble world/ Those who commit
evil deeds fall into deep suffering./ Real-
ising this, the discerning have severed
their attachments.” Thus, the epic
Manimekalai explains the essence of

Buddhism (Aathirai Pichchaiyitta Kaat-
hai: 84-90).

The Buddha emphasised five moral
precepts: Non-violence, non-stealing, re-
fraining from adultery, truthfulness, and
abstaining from intoxicants. Because he
brought clarity and enlightenment to
troubled minds, he is celebrated as the
“Light of Asia”.

I recall what Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said in Mann Ki Baat: “The message
of Bhagwan Gautama Buddha’s life re-
mains relevant even today. He taught us
that peace begins within us; he made us
realise that conquering oneselfis the great-
estvictory.Inthe midst of thetensionsand
conflicts the world is going through today,
Buddha’s teachings have become even
more significant.”

The transformative power of the Bud-
dha’s teachings is evident in how they
changed Emperor Ashoka into a propon-
entof peace. Ashoka propagated Buddhist
principlesthrough inscriptions and stupas
across the land. The stupas at Sanchi and
Sarnath continue to attract people from
around the world, and the lion capital at
Sarnath is Bharat’s national emblem. As-
hoka, his family and the monks helped
spread Buddhism across Asia, with hisson
Mahinda carrying the teachings to Sri
Lanka. Buddhist monksalso helped propa-
gate the faith in Tamil Nadu, where traces
of it remain in several regions. Monks pro-
vided free medical care and education
withoutdiscrimination. Charity, especially
feeding the poor, was afundamental duty.
Feedingthe hungry was seen as giving life
itself, as expressed in Tamil literature.

All religions have been accepted with
aunified spiritacrossthe
whole of Bharat, which
shows that this nation
has always been one in
terms of culture and
shared feeling.

Buddhism, whichem-
phasised lifelong learn-
ing, established educa-
tional institutions and
libraries on a very large
scale. As early as the fifth
century, Nalanda Univer-
sity was a great centre of
learning with around
10,000studentsand 1,500
teachers. Records indi-
cate that there was a renowned university
inKanchipuram, Tamil Nadu. Universities
such as Vikramashila and Odantapuri,
alongwith numerousliterary works, show-
cased theintellectual heights of the nation
to the world. Scholars from across Asia
cametostudy at Buddhist universities. The
15-year-long pilgrimage of the Chinese
monk Faxian was undertaken specifically
for Buddhism. The Chinese monk Xuan-
zang spent 16 years in Bharat studying at
Nalanda and collecting texts before return-
ing. Xuanzang also visited Kanchipuram,
where he studied and copied manuscripts.

Moved by compassion for the
weakened Buddha after his severe auster-
ities, Sujata lovingly offered him milk por-
ridge, saving his life and giving him the
strength to meditate under the Bodhi tree.
On Buddha Purnima, we remember her
love and kindness by preparing and offer-
ing payasam.

“Loveisthesource ofjoy, loveisthelight
oftheworld, love isthe greatest power” —
these teachings of Buddha remain deeply
relevant. I pray that love and peace may
flourish across the world.

The writer is the Vice President of India
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Oilgames

THE UAE’S exit from OPEC is a cul-
mination of tensions that have
been building for years (‘Another
oil market churnisin the offing’,
IE, April 30). For India, the
immediate question is practical —
how to position itself to benefit
fromincreased output from the
UAE while hedging against volatil-
ity caused by Iran’s closure of the
Strait of Hormuz. Long-term
supply agreements and diversified
sourcing remain the sensible route.
India's energy diplomacy has gen-
erally been pragmatic, and this re-
alignment demands more of the
same — quiet, interest-driven en-
gagement rather than reactive po-
sitioning.

M Barathi, Bengaluru

Promote multilateralism

INDIAN HISTORY is woven with
democratic traditions that
comprised diverse cultures,
profound philosophies, and
remarkable contributions to
human civilisation, long before
such concepts evolved in Western
societies (‘Trump, Iran and lessons
from civilisation states’, IE, April

30). Today, when the global leader-
ship is defaulting to power blocs
and zero-sum thinking, India’s leg-
acy can serve as a toolkit for navi-
gating conflict in a fractured world
by offering alternative pathways
rooted in balance, restraint, and co-
existence. The idea of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam can reframe interna-
tional relations from rivalry to
shared responsibility to promote
multilateralism.

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

Keeping up with reality

THE COLUMN captures the disson-
ance between schooling and teen-
agers’ digitallives (‘(Howtobe a
good mom in times of new tools, old
school’, IE, April 30). It resembles
teaching retired parents online
banking while they still insist on
updating a physical passbook. Our
education system clings to familiar-
ity even as reality shifts. As Pink
Floyd’s Another Brick in the Wall
reminds us, we don’t need no edu-
cation thatignores context. The
taskistoalignlearning with lived
realities and evolving
competencies.

Harsh Pawaria, Rohtak
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1/ SAMADHAN SAMAROH

Hon'ble Supreme Court of India has started a novel initiative for
amicable resolution of disputes

Special Lok Adalat at Hon'ble Supreme Court of India

on 21", 22™ & 23" AUGUST, 2026

If you wish to settle your case(s) pending before the Hon'ble Supreme
Court, you may contact nearest District Legal Services Authority for
getting your case(s) listed in this Special Samadhan Samaroh. Trained
Mediators shall hold Pre-Lok Adalat sittings to facilitate the parties in
reaching amicable settlement.

The following categories of cases can be taken up in the special Samadhan Samaroh scheduled to be

held in the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India on 217, 22™ & 23" August, 2026:-

. Labour Matters s Rent Matters

. Chegue Bounce Matters (Section 138 . Land Acquisition Matters
NI Act) . Matter related to recovery of money

. Accident Claim Cases (Motor . Criminal Compoundable Matters
Accident Claims) . Revenue Matters

¢ Matrimonial/Family B Other Compensation Matters
Law/Maintenance related cases ° Other Civil Matters

o Services related matters

https://forms.gle/woYF

Advocates and parties can access the list of referred cases originating within the jurisdiction of Haryana on the
website of Haryana State Legal Services Authority. In case your case is not among the already referred cases,
you may have your case referred by submitting the details through the following google form:-

FEph7pgiTQ7u?

Benefits of Samadhan Samaroh

¥ Fast & Effective Disposal
¥ Simple Procedure

M Mutual Agreement
M Final and Binding Decision

For any query you may contact any of the following:-

Ensure no harm to Harbhajan,
family, HC directs Punjab govt

Express News Service
Chandigarh, April 30

THE PUNJAB and Haryana
High Court on Thursday directed
the Punjab government to en-
sure that there is no physical
harm to Rajya Sabha MP Harb-
hajan Singh and his family
members when they are in the
state. The courtissued the direc-
tion while hearing a petition filed
by Harbhajan who has chal-
lenged the withdrawal of security
cover provided to him by the
state after he, along with sixother
MPs, recently quit AAP and
joined the BJP.
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Contact No.: 011-23382778,
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HALSA
Plot No.8, Sector - 14, Panchkula,
Tel. : 0172-2562308, Toll Free
No. 15100,
Website | www hsisa.gov.in,
E-mail : hslsa@hry.nic.in,
hsisa haryana@@gmail com
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(www highcourt.chd . gov.in)
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In his plea, MP Harbhajan Singh
said protesters defaced his
Jalandhar home after his
Y-category security was
withdrawn on April 25-26

Abench of Justice Jagmohan
Bansal ordered the state govern-
ment “toensure thatno physical
injury is caused to petitioner or
his family members while they
are in the State of Punjab”.

The court alsoissued notices
to Centre and Punjab govern-
ment for May 12, the next date of
hearing. The court has sought a
detailed affidavit explaining the
threat perception assessment
thatled tothe abruptwithdrawal
of Harbhajan's security cover.

Harbhajan moved the high
court after Punjab Police with-
drew his Y-category security
coveron April 25-26, shortly after
he and six other Rajya Sabha

MP'squitthe AAPandjoined the
BJP. Soon after, the Centre de-
puted the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) for his security in
Punjab and Delhi. However, in
his petition, Harbhajan has
sought restoration of the original
security arrangement, arguing
that Punjab remains duty-bound
to provide adequate protection
inview of the prevailing circum-
stances.

In his plea, he said the with-
drawal came amid protests out-
side his residence in Jalandhar
and incidents of walls being de-
faced with the word “Gaddar
(traitor)”, contending that the
move exposed him and his
family to potential risk.

During the hearing, the
bench questioned the basis on
which the threat assessmentwas
reviewed and observed that en-
suringsecurity wasthestate’s re-
sponsibility, particularly when a
public representative was facing
demonstrations outside his
home.

The Punjab government de-
fended the withdrawal as part of
a routine security review based
on updated threat perception,
but the court asked it to place its
stand on record through a com-
prehensive affidavit.

PPCB raids MP Gupta’s
factory, triggers arow

Raakhi Jagga
Ludhiana, April 30

THE PUNJAB Pollution Control
Board (PPCB) on Thursday con-
ducted searches at the Trident
Group's Dhaula unit in Barnala,
sparking a sharp reaction from
the BJP, which termed it an act
of “political vendetta by misus-
ing government agencies”. The
factoryisowned by RajyaSabha
MP Rajinder Gupta who is also
its managing director. Gupta
along with six other Upper
House members of the Aam
Aadmi Party, crossed overtothe
BJPon April 24.

Ateam comprisingatleast10

PPCB officials arrived at the
Dhaulafactoryintheeveningto
carry out the searches.

While there was no official
word on the raid by the PPCB,
the Triden Group's Dhaula unit
had come under scrutiny in the
past as well. In July 2022,
farmers affiliated with BKU
(Ugrahan) had staged protests
allegingwater pollution and foul
smell emanating from the fac-
tory. The Tridenthad denied the
allegations, and no action was
taken by the state government
then. The Dhaulaunit of the fac-
tory produces chemicals and
has a 310 metric tonne per day
capacity sulphuric acid plant.

Issued in public interest by Haryana Stale Legal Services Authority, Panchkula.
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any module of IREPS can subsmil their online reguest for registration by clicking on Mew Vendors [ Confraciors (E-Tendar!
page

Ralbwray Authority to contact, In case of any guery : Divisional Ratway Manager's Office, Commercial Branch, State Entry
Foad. New Daelhi-110055, Email: sanitationcellipgmail.com, Tel: 011-Z3743084

Mo TPUBTHNIPay&UseTollets!Auction/ 2022 Dated: 30.04.2026
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

1460/ 2026

PHONE :
No. : 0761-2970119

www.sldcmpindia.in

M.P. Madhyam/125569/2026

= OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (LD:E&T)
NAYAGAON, RAMPUR, JABALPUR (M.P.) - 482008
0761-2702744, 2702753, 9425803117, FAX

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders are invited for Establishment of Indigenous
Security Operation Centre (SOC) and Indigenous Network
Operation Centre (NOC) at SLDC, Madhya Pradesh alongwith
its Operation and Maintenance against Tender Specification
No. LDET-11/2025-26 which is due for opening on 27.05.2026.
The cost of tender document is Rs. 23,600.00. For further
details & downloading of tender document, please visit our
website www.mptransco.nic.in,

//SAVE ELECTRICITY//
ASSISTANT ENGINEER (LD:E&T)

www.mptenders.gov.in,

E-mail; pm18mbdEgmail.com

E-mail: pm18mbd@gmail.com
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New Delhi: The annual
Kailash Mansarovar
yatra will take place
from Juneto August this
year, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs an-
nounced Thursday, ad-
ding that online
applications for the
same may be submitted
by May 19.

The pilgrimage, hap-
peningviatwo routes —
Lipulekh Pass in Utta-
rakhand and Nathu La
Pass in Sikkim, is being
organised bythe MEAin
coordination with the
Chinese government.

The MEA said in a
statement that 10
batches, consistingof 5O
pilgrims each, may
travel via each route. A
website kmy.gov.in has
been opened for accept-
ing applications for the
pilgrimage, and the en-
tire process has been
digitalised, the MEA
said.Itadded thatinter-
ested applicants may
visit the website and se-
lect either both routes
indicating priority or
only one route. The last
date for registration is
May 19. ENS

OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER
GOVT. OF MADHYA PRADESH, MADHYA PRADESH
BHAWAN PLOT NO. 29 C-D, JESUS & MARY MARG,

CHANAKYAPURI, NEW DELHI-110021
Phone No. 011-26772001, 2002

TENDER NOTICE

Online tenders are invited on behalf of the Resident Commissioner, M.P. Bhawan, New Delhi for Annual Supply
of Flowers at Madhya Pradesh Bhawan 29 C-D, Jesus & Mary Marg, Chanakya Puri, New Delhi - 110021 :-

Dated: 29.04.2026

(Annual Supply
of Flowers at
Madhya Pradesh
Bhawan 29 C-D,
Jesus & Mary
Marg, Chanakya
Puri, New
Delhi - 110021)

. NIT Appx. Cost of Last.Date Date an(.i time | Date and time
No No. Cost EMD Tender and time of | of opening of | of opening of
Document | submission | Technical Bid | Financial Bid
1 06/April/ R R 21.05.2026/ | 22.05.2026/ 01.06.2026/
Flower/ 10.00 30,000 500 03:00 PM 03:00 PM 03:00 PM
MPB/2026 Lakh

G- 12248/26

Above tenders are invited in single stage two envelope systems (Technical bid & Financial bid) through
e-Tendering website www.mptenders.gov.in or www.mpbhawan.gov.in. in the prescribed proforma from
interested parties/ Registered Firms/Registered Companies/Reputed Organizations/Agencies.

Addl. Resident Commissioner
M.P. Bhawan, New Delhi
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ShahinLadakh
for historic
darshan of
Buddha’srelics

Press Trust of India
Leh, April 30

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday held a meet-
ing with Ladakh Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena and sen-
ior officials of the UT to ensure
that people can have darshan
ofthe sacred relics of Lord Bud-
dha for the next two weeks
without any inconvenience.

In a message on X, Shah,
who reached Leh on Thursday,
said that Friday will be a historic
day for Ladakh when people can
havedarshan ofthe sacred relics
of Lord Buddha on the auspi-
cious occasion of Buddha Pur-
nima. “I consider myself fortu-
natethatI, too, will have therare
opportunity tomorrow to have
darshan of these holy relics. To
ensure that these sacred relics
are easily accessible for darshan
by the people of Ladakh over the
next twoweeks, I held ameeting
today with the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Ladakh and the con-
cerned officials in this regard.”

The relics were brought to
Leh from Piprahwa in Uttar Pra-
desh in a special IAF aircraft on
Wednesday by Drukpa Thuksey
Rinpoche and Khenpo Thinlas
Chosal from the Matho Monas-
tery. Excavated from Piprahwa
(ancient Kapilvastu), the relics
will be displayed at Jive Tsal,
Choglamsar, from May 2-10. The
relics were accorded a ceremo-
nial reception on their arrivalin
Leh. The relics refer to ancient
sacred remains and associated
objects linked to Gautam Bud-
dha, which were discovered at
Piprahwa, an archaeological site
in UP near the Nepal border.

“Couldithave too many tigers? Why MP
faces this question & what are the answers

Jay Mazoomdaar
New Delhi, April 30

PARTLY THANKStoits tiger re-
covery rate outpacing the na-
tional average over the last dec-
ade, Madhya Pradesh faces a
unique problem: Could it have
too many tigers? With numbers
pushing the 1,000-mark, the
state has approached the
Dehradun-based Wildlife Insti-
tute of India (WII) to assess how
many tigersits forests can hold.

After reforms triggered by
the Sariska wipeout in 2004,
tigers are rising nationally. Ac-
cording to quadrennial estima-
tion reports, the country’s tiger
numbers increased by 65% be-
tween 2014 and 2022, from 2,226
t03,682.In the same period, MP
saw a155% jump, from 308 to
785. Thetrend, say state officials,
has held good since. But more
tigers also means more conflict.

Across India,
people Kkilled by tigers
increased from 224
during2014-2019t0418
in the next six-year
cycle 0f 20202025 — a
rise of 87%. MP has fared better
than conflict hotspots of Maha-
rashtra(Tadoba) or UP (Pilibhit).
But retaliatory killings of tigers
by electrocution to avenge loss
of livestock, along with attacks
on humans, are on the rise,
prompting the question: how
many tigers are too many for MP.

Carrying capacity
With other factors, like avail-

ability of water, absence of
poaching etc, remaining un-

| O

MP has seen fastest rise in numbers
in the country, even as shrinking
natural corridors hamper dispersal

e
g,
T .
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Following a slew of reforms triggered by the Sariska wipeoutin
2004, tiger numbers have beenrising nationally. FiLe

changed, the size of a forest’s
tiger population dependsonthe
availability of prey animals, says
DrRajesh Gopal, former chief of
Project Tiger and the Na-
tional Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA). In the
simplest of calculations,
it’s the total annually re-
plenishable biomass of
prey speciesdivided by atiger’s
annual feed requirement.

Prey animals differ in weight
but a ballpark estimate shows
that a prey base of around 350
ungulates (hoofed animals) is
required tosustainasingle tiger.
“Since X number of prey can sus-
tainonly Y number of tigers, sur-
plustigerswill either die fighting
one another; or, more likely, be
pushed out tothe buffer areasor
disperse —ideally to other forest
areas — especially in the case of

Bengaluru rain toll rises to 10;
electrocutions, hospital wall

collapse expose safe

Express News Service
Bengaluru, April 30

THE DEATH toll from Wednes-
day’s heavy rain spell in Benga-
lururoseto10 on Thursday, with
three more deaths being re-
ported — two due to electrocu-
tion and one caused by a struc-
ture collapsing during the storm.
These fatalities come a day
after seven people werekilled in
a wall collapse near Bowring
Hospital. Several members of a
familylost theirlives afteracom-
pound wall collapsed following
continuous rain. The wall is re-
ported to have given way due to
waterlogging and weakened
structural stability, trapping
those nearby under the debris.
Other incidents were re-
ported from different partsofthe
city. In Yarab Nagar, a student
identified as Syed Sufiyan, 17,
died after coming into contact
with a live electric source. Ac-
cording to family members, Su-
fiyan, who had recently passed
his First PUC examination, had
stepped out during the rain to
park his motorcycle when elec-
tricity allegedly leaked from a
nearby pole. He collapsed on the
spot. His body was later shifted
to Bowring Hospital for post-
mortem examination. Police
havelaunched aninvestigation.
Raghu, a 35-year-old from J
D Maraslum, died of electrocu-
tion near Sarakki bus stop close
to Vega City Mall on Bannerg-
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A worker puts damp books for drying in Bengaluru on Thursday. pri

‘Bookworm’ suffers major losses

Bengaluru: Bookworm, Benga-
luru’s popular independent
bookstore, also bore the brunt
of heavy rainfall and hailstorm.

About 4000-5,000 books
worth several lakhs were dam-
aged due to flooding at the
bookstore located on Church
Street. “Due to heavy rain in

Bengaluru, we lost 4,000-
5,000 books,” Bookworm wrote
in an Instagram post.

After Bookworm’s social
media post highlighting the
loss, several readers and visi-
tors expressed concern and of-
fered to help, contribute and
support the store. PTI

hatta Road. It occurred around
8.25 pm amid heavy rain. Pre-
liminary reports suggest a poss-
ible electrical leak.

In Chamarajapet, Manju-
nath died after a cement block
fellon him. Accordingtoinitial
information, the structure may
have been weakened by rain,
leading to the collapse of a part
of the building.

“We have registered casesin
all three incidents and are in-
vestigating the exact cause.
Necessary action will be taken
based on our findings”, a police
officer said. The incidents have
raised concerns about infra-
structure safety during heavy
rain, including exposed electri-
cal lines, waterlogging, and
weakened structures.

males,” says wildlife biologist Mi-
lind Pariwakam. “When such
tigers succeed, they re-colonise
new areas. Or they die trying.”

Rapid development ofroad,
rail and irrigation infrastruc-
ture, coupled with large-scale
mining and deforestation, have
broken much of central India’s
forest connectivity. The result:
the ‘surplus’ tigers cannot
move safely between forests,
leaving them exposed to people
and situations of conflict.

Surplus management

But, restoring forest connec-
tivity via natural dispersal is a
long-term solution. Thatiswhy,
say experts, knowing carrying
capacity is much simpler than
finding a solution for the surplus
tiger population. “Translocation
orassisted dispersal where natu-

ral corridors are missing and for-
est connectivity is broken is
being tried out in some states.
But there are not many good for-
estswith sufficient prey animals
for supportinga good number of
tigers,” points out wildlife biol-
ogist Dr Dharmendra Khandal.

Wil director Dr Gobind Sagar
Bharwajsays habitat restoration
is the way to go. “Attention is
understandably on thetigerand
other mega fauna. But we have
to secure the primary resources
for the food chain to hold. The
health of our grasslands deter-
mines the prey base and ulti-
mately tiger numbers,” he says.
Pariwakam points out that vast
areas in MP, Jharkhand and
Odishasupportvery few tigers at
the present and, if restored, can
potentially absorb the surplus
from the tiger-rich forests.

Desired number

The bigger the tiger base in
an area, the higher the
numbers of dispersing tigers.
That is why managers look
beyond the arithmetic of carry-
ing capacity, to negotiable de-
sired numbers. “Besides prey
base, many other factors — cul-
tural, economic, political —de-
termine the size of atiger popu-
lation. Some use terms such as
social carrying capacity. I call it
the desired number of tigers at
one place,” Dr Bhardwaj says.

That threshold, it appears,
has been breached. Post-Sa-
riska, improved protection
from poachers, and active man-
agement, such as waterhole
creation, medical intervention

etc, have helped the tiger realise
the full potential of prey-rich
tiger reserves. Curiously, wild
ungulates are increasingly not
the mainstay of that prey base.

The cattle crisis

In recent years, domestic
cattle have emerged as a major
component of the tiger’s diet
across India. In MP, for
example, researchers linked
47% of Bandhavgarh’s tigers to
livestock Kills last year. Re-
searchers sampled 737 kills in
Rajasthan’s Sariska tiger reserve
between 2016 and 2018. Of
those, buffaloes contributed
44%, followed by cows (22%),
Sambar deer (12%), goats (11%),
Chital (4%) and Nilgai 2%). A
recent study in Ranthambhore
found that domestic animals
formed nearly 40% of the bio-
mass consumed by tigers.
While cattle have proliferated
everywhere since the ban on
cow slaughter came into effect,
said a senior MP forest official,
their presence inside tiger re-
serves has specificimplications.

“Outside the reserve, cattle
predation involves a much
greater risk for tigers (from hu-
mans). Inside, tigers are better
protected from retaliation for
feeding on cattle. Moreover,
cattle are often the only option
fortigers outside the reserve.In-
side, they also have wild prey to
feed on. So, abundance of cattle
outsidetiger reserves fuels con-
flict. Inside tiger reserves, it
fuels tiger numbers,” he says.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ShilpaRao at Expresso

Singer Shilpa Rao (right) in conversation with renowned chef Suvir Saran and Suanshu Khurana
(Senior Assistant Editor, The Indian Express) at Expresso in Mumbai on Thursday. saNKHADEEP BANERJEE
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Odisha man with sister’s remains:
State govt says ‘bank was negligent’

Sujit Bisoyi
Bhubaneswar, April 30

DAYS AFTER a tribal man car-
ried his sister’s skeleton re-
mains to a local bank in
Odisha’s Keonjhar district, os-
tensibly to prove she had died,
the state government said itsin-
itial probe found “negligence on
the part of the bank officials™.
“The CCTV footage of the
incident that the district collec-
tor and I watched for over an
hour suggests negligence on
the part of the bank officials. As

| there is no audio version of the

CCTV footage, we are not able
to determine the nature of the
conversation, but thebody lan-
guage of the bank officials sug-
geststhey are at fault,” Sangram
Keshari Mohapatra, revenue
divisional = commissioner
(RDC), northern division, said.

Theincidentcametolighton
Monday after Jitu Munda (59),
from Dianali village went to the
Malliposi branch of Odisha Gra-
meen Bank with his sister’s re-
mains, having exhumed them,
to withdraw her savings of Rs
19,300, prompting a govern-
ment probe. Mohapatrasaid Jitu

took the step after returning “ag-
grieved” from the bank.

“What we came to know is
that Jitu Munda was present in
the bank from 11.26 am to 11.58
am. Duringthistime, he metthe
bank manager twice and also
reached out to other staff —the
cashier and the bank mitra. As
he returned aggrieved, he took
the step,” he said. The RDC said
bank officials knew both Jitu
and hissister, Kalra, asthey had
visited together multiple times.
Theirlast visit was on December
26,amonth before Kalra’sdeath,
when they withdrew Rs 500.

e BEING DISOWNED BY FAMILY LED TO 18-YEAR-OLD WOMAN’S ALLEGED MURDER STAYING UNDETECTED FOR OVER THREE DECADES

Man suspected of Killing wite in 1992 is alive: Gujarat Police

Brendan Dabhi
Ahmedabad, April 30

A DAY after a Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) team and
Crime Branch personnel found
fragments of bone, teeth and
hairatadepth of20 feetin asep-
tic tank under a derelict, aban-
doned home in the Vatva area
of Ahmedabad, believed to be
the last remains of 18-year-old
Farzana alias Shabnam, who
was suspected to have been
strangled to death 34 years ago
in 1992, the primary suspect in
her “murder”, her husband,
Shamshuddin Khedawala, has
been traced by police.

This isa major development
inthe case asthe Crime Branch
had earlier been led to believe
that Shamshuddin wasdead. A

senior officer, however, con-
firmed to The Indian Express
Thursday that Shamshuddin
had been living incognito and
that his family had allegedly
lied to the police to shield him
fromtheinquiryintothe three-
decade-old case. Farzanais sus-
pected to have been killed and
buried in the septic tank of a
house in Vatva by her husband
and three others.

ACP Bharat Patel of the
Ahmedabad Crime Branch said,
“We believe that at least four
people were involved in Far-
zana’s murder. These include
her husband Shamshuddin
Khedawala, his elder brother
Igbal Khedawala, his friend
Abdul Kareem and the then
house owner Salyabibi. Of these
four suspects, while Shamshud-

An excavator on the premises of the house, Wednesday. BHUPENDRA RANA

din and his brother Igbal are
alive, Abdul and Salyabibi are
deceased.” On the events of the
suspected crimeitself, ACP Patel
said, “One night, Shamshuddin
and Farzana went to stay in Sa-
lyabibi's home as part of the con-
spiracy. Imran and Abdul kept
the khaarkuva (septic tank)

ready. After Farzana went to
sleep, she was strangled todeath
and buried in the septic tank
and it was then filled over and
Abdul Kareem even plastered
thehousetohidetheevidence.”

The ACP said, “We learnt an
eyewitness had reached the spot
atthe time of murderand he saw

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

the crime. He was threatened
with death if he mentioned it
anywhere else. Since he was
scared and because he did not
know Farzana, he kept quiet
about it for more than three dec-
ades.” There was neither amiss-
ing person report nor an inves-
tigation into her disappearance
more than 34 years ago — in
1992, or since. At least till Febru-
ary this year, when the Crime
Branch opened an inquiry into
her possible murder after claims
of “curses, ghosts, apparitions
and visions” led to police deem-
ingit necessarytoatleasttakea
cursory look into the family.
This has now turned into a
full-blown investigation against
multiple suspects, including
Farzana’s husband Shamshud-
din Khedawala, his elder brother

Igbal Khedawala, his friend
Abdul Kareem and the owner of
house number 10— Salyabibi —
for conspiracy, murder and de-
struction of evidence as well as
criminal intimidation of a poss-
ible eyewitness. The FIR will be
filed after the FSL reports con-
firm the remains found under
the house were indeed that of
Farzana by comparing it with
theblood of her sibling, abrother
who was traced to Mumbai.
Meanwhile, the inquiry has
answered one crucial question.
How did Farzana’s disappear-
ance and suspected murder re-
main undetected and unre-
ported for over three decades?
The answer, it turns out, was
her alleged profession and the
eventual “banishment” from
the family that disowned her.

* BRIEFLY

Baramulla MP Abdul Rashid Sheikh alias Engineer Rashid with his
ailing father at SMHS hospital in Srinagar on Thursday. sHuaiB MAso0DI

JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Jailed MP Engineer Rashid meets

ailing father after interim bail

BARAMULLA MP Abdul Rashid Sheikh alias Engineer Ra-
shid met his ailing father in Srinagar on Thursday, days
afterbeing granted interim bailin aterror funding case. Ra-
shid, who hasbeenlodged at the Tihar Jailin Delhi since
2019, was granted interim bail by the Delhi High Courton
April 28. After landing at the Srinagar airport on Thursday,
the MP was taken straight to Shri Maharaja Hari Singh Hos-
pital to see his father. He broke down upon meeting his
father amidst scores of supporters who accompanied him
to the hospital. While granting him interim relief for a
week, the Court stated inits order that at least two police
officers will accompany him at all times. ENS

2 sisters found
dead near beach

in Kanyakumari

TWO SISTERS, who had re-
cently arrived in Kerala
from the US, were found
dead in Kanyakumarion
Thursday. They were ident-
ified as Meera Philip (35)
and Annie Philip (32), both
natives of Kidangoor, by
their family membersin
Kottayam. Their bodies
were recovered from Vava-
thurai beach in Kanyaku-
mari, and sent for postmor-
tem, police said. ENS

14-yr-old injured
while playing
hockey, dies later

A14-YEAR-OLD girl died
aftershewas struckbya
hockeyball during a prac-
tice training session at a pri-
vate schoolin North Goa
Thursday morning. The
incidenthappened when
the girl, astudent of class 9,
was playing hockey during
atrainingsession atthe
school ground. Preliminary
probe suggestsitwasanac-
cidental death, and further
probeison, police said. ENS

Opposition leaders
slam increase in Haj
airfare; ministry cites
aviation fuel costrise

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 30

THE MOVE by the Haj Com-
mittee of India to raise Haj air-
fare by Rs 10,000 per pilgrim
saw a sharp reaction from
political leaders, with AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi ter-
ming it “exploitation” and de-
manding the withdrawal of the
circular on the increase.

Union Minister of Minority
AffairsKirenRijiju, though, said
that the increase was due to the
global rise in Aviation Turbine
Fuel prices. He said the airlines
had, in fact, sought a “steep hike”
0f Rs 30,000-40,000 per pilgrim
but through negotiations, thein-
crease was restricted to just Rs
10,000. The differential airfare
has to be deposited by pilgrims
by May 15, said the circular.
Owing to the conflict in West
Asia, the Haj Commiittee, which
comes under the Union Ministry
of Minority Affairs, hasissued a
circular saying that an addi-
tional amount of Rs 10,000 will
be borne by the pilgrims as dif-
ferential airfare.

Owaisi, who is an MP from
Hyderabad, said that this
amount is being asked for “de-
spite collecting Rs 90,844 per pil-
grimacouple of monthsago de-
parting from = Mumbai
Embarkation Point”. He said,
“Thisisalmost double the preva-
lent rates for individual
travellers. Are pilgrims being
punished for going through the
Haj Committee? This is just ex-
ploitation and nothing else.
Most pilgrims are not wealthy,
they save money for years to be
abletogotoHaj. Thisisnotalux-
ury for them. The circular must
bewithdrawn immediately, and
the pilgrims must be refunded
the money taken from them.”

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Congress Minority Affairs
Department Chairman Imran
Pratapgarhi said that “forcing”
an additional Rs 10,000 collec-
tion on Haj pilgrimsright before
their journey is “utter injustice”.
“When the full fare was already
fixed in advance, why was this
increaseimposed at the verylast
moment?” asked the Rajya

AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi
questioned if the pilgrims
were being punished for going
through the Haj Committee

Sabhamember, whoisplanning
to meet Minority Affairs Min-
ister Rijiju and Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu to raise the issue.

In a statement, the Union
Ministry for Minority Affairs
said thatit “shared the concerns
of every pilgrim who saves for
years to perform Haj”.

Theministrysaid, “The facts:
Airlines demanded USD $300-
$400 per pilgrim due to the
sharp rise in Aviation Turbine
Fuel prices caused by the on-
going Middle East crisis—aglo-
bal emergency beyond any gov-
ernment’s control. After
extensive negotiation and due
consultation with stakeholders,
the Ministry of Minority Affairs
approved a one-time revision of
only USD $100 per pilgrim, irre-
spective of embarkation point —
a saving of USD $200-$300 per
pilgrim compared to what air-
lines originally sought.”

The ministry said that this
was “not exploitation” and that
it was, rather, “the government
absorbing pressure and protect-
ing pilgrims from a far larger
burden”. Rijiju said that amid a
sharpglobal risein Aviation Tur-
bine Fuel prices, driven by on-
going geopolitical tensions, air-
lines sought a steep hike of
$300-$400 per pilgrim. “We
also can't blame Airlines for the
rise in Aviation Turbine Fuel
price. Through negotiations, we
ensured the increase was re-
stricted tojust $100, savingeach
pilgrim a significant amount.
The decision was taken trans-
parently,in good faith, toensure
nodisruption in the Haj 2026 op-
erations,” Rijiju added.
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PERSONAL

I have changed My Name From
Rukhsar To Rukhsar Begam for
all future purpose. please
Known me by my new name
Rukhsar Begam. Rukhsar
Begam W/o Irfan R/0-416 Block-
4 Ashok Vihar Lony Dehat
Ghaziabad

0071032926-1

I Sanjay Kumar S/o Murari Lal
GuptaR/0407/ZA, GaliNo.-1,
Than Singh Nagar, Anand
Parwat, Delhi-110005, have
changed my name to Sanjay
Bansal

0071032884-1

I,Asha W/o Joginder Pal R/o-H
NO.16 SHOP CUM RESIDENCE,
MALKAGANUJ, North Delhi, Pin -
110007, have changed my name to
Asha Rani for all future purposes.

0071032904-1

1, Sayed Mohammad Tanwir
Usmani S/o Syed Mohammad
Usman, J-3/10, 1st Floor, Khirki
Extention, Delhi-17 have
changed my name to Syed
Mohammad Tanwir Usmani.

0071032903-2

Itis for general information that
I, NEPAL DAS son of Sh. Purna
ChandraDas R/0.B-41, Near
Bsni Camp, Jai Vihar, Phase-2,
Najafgarh, Delhi-110043,
declare that my name has been
recorded as Biswajit Das in 5th
Class School Progress Report, |
have changed my name from
BISWAJIT DAS to NEPAL DAS. It
will be known my new name
NEPAL DAS in future for all
purposes.

0040852005-1

I,Vispute Jitendra,S/o
Balkrishna Shankarrao
Vispute,R/0-776,Ist Floor,
Behind,Sector-6,Market,
Bahadurgarh,Jhajjar
(Haryana)-124507,have
changed my name to Jitendra
Balkrishna Vispute.

0040852098-11

I,Veena,spouse of,608025-A, Ex-
Jwo Ramesh Chand Singh,R/0
67A,Pocket-B,Dilshad
Garden,Jhilmil,PO Jhilmil,
Distt.Shahdara,Delhi-
110095,have changed my
name,from VEENA to VEENA
SINGH,vide affidavit,dated
30.04.2026,at Delhi.

0040852099-10

ILVAISHALI D/o AMREEK SINGH
R/0130-A,GALINO.11,PRATAP
NAGAR, MAYUR VIHAR PHASE-
1,DELHI-110091,have changed
my name to VAISHALI KAUR for
all future purposes.

0040852096-3

I,Utkarsh Chauhan,S/o Late-
Vinod Kumar Chauhan,R/0-C-
115\Vikas puri,Delhi-
110018,declare that my-father
name wrongly-written as
Vinod Chauhan in my passport
my-father actual nameis Vinod
Kumar Chauhan.

0040852095-8

I,LUDIT AGARWAL,S/0 Rajesh
Agarwal,R/o0 House.
No.101,Pocket-H3 Sector-
18,Rohini Sector-15,Delhi-
110089 have changed my name
to UDDIT AGAARWAL.

0040852099-4

I, Triveni Gururaj,W/o Gururaj
Ayekavadi,R/0 Tower-7,APT
1101 Kalypso-Court Jaypee
Greens,Sector-128,
Noida,Gautam Budh-
Nagar,Uttar Pradesh-
201304,Have Changed My
Name to Triveni Manjunath,for
All,Future Purposes.

0040852108-1

I,Syed mohmed waseem Jafri
and S M Waseem Jafri,S/0-
Azizul Hasan
Jafri,R/0.KHNO.170/1Modern-
City\Village
SADULLABAD,LonNI,DIST,
Ghaziabad,UP-201102,have
changed My Name to,Waseem
Jafri,forall purposes

0040852095-7

I,Swati W/0 Ranjeet Singh,R/0
RZ-71A
KH.NO.234,255,256,Dayal Park
West Sagarpur,Delhi-
110046,Have Changed my
Name to Swati Kanwar

0040852099-3

I,Kartikeya,S/o0 Shri Karamveer
Singh and Smt.Vimlesh
Devi,R/0 G-22,Ground Floor,Left
Side, Lajpat-Nagar-3,New
Delhi-110024,have changed my
name from Kartikeyato
Kartikeya Chaudhary,for all
future purposes.

0040852099-7

I,Sunita Chhibber,W/o-Late
Subhash Chander,R/0-G-68,
Dharampura,Najafgarh, New-
Delhi-110043,declare that
name of my husband has been
mentioned as Subhash
Chander Chhibber, S.C.
Chhibberin some records.That
the Subhash Chander, S.D.
Chhibber, Subhash Chander
Chhibber,S.C. Chhibber &
Subhash Chander Chhibber
these names are same and
one-person.

0040852099-9

I,Sunidhi D/o Nandkishor
Chauhan R/o Raipur Khadar,
Sector-126, Noida, G.B.Nagar-
201304 have changed my name
to Sunidhi Chauhan for all
future purposes.

0040852042-1

I, SANDEEP KUMARS/O Mr.
BALVEER SINGH R/O HOUSE NO.
192, SHIV MANDIR, TILPATA
KARANWAS, GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR, U.P 201306, have
changed my name from
SANDEEP SINGH ARYA to
SANDEEP KUMAR for all future
purposes.

0071032844-1

I,Subhas Chand,son of,Kishan
lal,Presently residing,Vill-
Rojhka Po Turkiawas,District-
Rewari Haryana-123401,have
changed my name,from
Subhas Chand to Subhash
Chand.Vide-affidavit date-
30/04/2026

0040852095-10

I,Sher Mohd.Mansoori,F/o
Parvez Mansoori,R/0-
10/42,Gali.No.3,Aram
Park,Shastri-Nagar,Delhi-
110031,have changed my name
to Sher Mohammad,for all
purposes.

0040852095-4

l,Satyan,S/0-Shri Subhash
Dass,R/0,A-243, 3rd-
floor,Room-No.-12, Munirka
Village,New Delhi-110067,have
changed my name to Satyan
Dass.

0040852095-6

I,Santosh Kumari,D/o Lal
Chand,W/o-Dharmvir,R/0 Near-
Sanjivni Hospital, Railway
Station Kosli, Kosli(172),Rewari
(Haryana)-123302,have
changed my name to Santosh.

0040852098-9

I,Sagar,S/o Shri Karamveer
Singhand Smt.Vimlesh
Devi,R/0 G-22,Ground Floor,Left
Side, Lajpat-Nagar-3,New
Delhi-110024,have changed my
name,from Sagar to Sagar
Chaudhary,for all,future
purposes.

0040852099-6

I,Ram Beti W/o Vipin Yadav R/o0
T-10/1003 Unitech Horizon
Plot.No-6, Sector-PI-2 Bironda
Kasna, G.B.Nagar (U.P) have
changed my name to Anamika
Yadav for all future purposes.

0071032847-1

I,LRAJIV GOYAL S/O ASHOK
KUMAR GOEL R/0 1/9747 GALI
NO.1/E WEST GORAKH PARK
SHAHDARA DELHI-110032.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO RAJEEV
GOEL.

0040852098-1

I,Pushpa kumari,W/0
Abhimanyu Dabas,R/0O
House.N0.192,Ground
Floor,Near-Raj Singh Chakki-
WalaVillage Sultanpur-
Dabas,Delhi 110039,have
changed my name to Pushpa

0040852098-7

I,Parvesh S/O ShriHariLal R/O
C-6/85-B,Keshav Puram,Delhi-
110035,have changed my name
to Parvesh Pingreja.

0040852096-1

I,Parul Verma,D/o Sher Singh
Verma,R/0-9/2262,
Gali.No.10,Kailash-Nagar,
Gandhi-Nagar,Delhi-
110031,have changed my name
to Dr. Parul Verma.

0040852099-2

ILNISA KUMARI,W/0 SUBODH
SINGH R/0O A-3/862
INDRAPRASTHA APARTMENT
SANT NAGAR,BURARI,DELHI-
110084.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO NISHA SUBODH
SINGH.

0040852099-1

I,Ms. Preeti,D/o Shri Ramesh
Chand,R/0 H.N0.270,DevVli-
Village, Devli,South-Delhi-
110080,after death of my
previous husband Late Manish
Kumar, | remarried with Shri
Madan Mohan, on dated
14.12.2015. Further I shall
hereafter known as Preeti wife
of Shri Madan Mohan S/o0 Shri
RajBahadur for all future
purposes.

0040852099-8

I,Mohd Kasim,S/o-Izharul
Hasan, R/o\Village-Shekhpur-
Khichra, hapur, have changed
my name to Mohammad
Kasim.

0040852098-3

ILJITENDER SINGH,S/0 Vikram
Singh,R/0-158 Vikas
Sheel,Appartments Sector-
13,Rohini Delhi-110085,have
changed my nameto JITENDRA
SINGH.

0040852098-6

I,MAHAVIR SINGH,S/0 RAM
DHARISINGAL,R/0 50,POOTH
KALAN-ROAD, PRAHLAD PUR-
BANGAR,PEHLAD PUR-BANGER,
DELHI-110042,have changed
my name to MAHAVIR SINGAL

0040852095-5

l,Kanaiya Lal Paswan,S/o
Ramasingasan,R/0-246,
Baghauta,Bahdura,
Maniar,Dist.Ballia(Uttar
Pradesh)-277207,have changed
my name to Kanhaiya Lal
Paswan.

0040852098-10

ILJAGVIR SINGH GAUR S/0 SHRI
SULTAN SINGH GAURR/0 C-
48,GALIN0.8,WEST JYOTI
NAGAR,DELHI-110094, inform
thatin my passport.
No.N6166605 my father’s name
has wrongly been mentioned
as Sultan Singh instead of
Sultan Singh Gaur.

0040852096-4

I,Harmeet Singh Chauhan,R/0
H.No0.1912-D, Gali.No0.19,Govind
Puri Extension,Kalkaji,New
Delhi-110019,have changed my
minor son’s name from Atharv
to Atharv Chauhan,for all
purposes.

0040852095-2

I,Eeshant Bhardwaj,S/o0 Gopal
Kumar,R/0 Sajahanand-Nagar
Ward No-41,Begusarai Bihar-
851101, have changed my name
to Eeshan Bhardwa,j.

0040852099-5

I, Dimpy Kalia, w/0- Shri Ketan
Kalia, r/0-109/3/6-C,Gali No.15,
West Azad Nagar, Krishna
Nagar, Delhi-110051, declare
that before marriage my name
was Dimpy Nanda, but after
marriage my name is Dimpy
Kalia, both are the name of one
and same person and
henceforth, be known as
Dimpy Kalia, in all records.

0040852095-1

I,DEEPAK S/O,Surender
Kumar,R/0-1671,Gali
Guljari,Kotla Mubarakpur,
Lodhi Road,Delhi-110003,have
changed my name DEEPAK to
HARISH.

0040852095-3

I,Bhoomi Bhati D/o Anil Bhati
R/01/5028,Gali No.1,Blabeer
Nagar,Bhola Nath Nagar,Delhi-
110032,have chagned my name
to Bhumii Bhati for all
purposes.

0040852096-2

I, LALLAN SHARMA S/0 Brahm
Dev Sharma, A-340, Indira
Kalyan Camp, Okhla-1, Delhi-25
have changed my nameto
LALAN SHARMA.

0071032916-1

I, Jagdeep Kumar S/o Rajendra
Singh R/0 H.No. 172, Ahmadpuri
Urf Amanpuri, Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh-250406 have changed
my name from Jagdeep to
Jagdeep Kumar for allfuture
purposes.

0040852052-1

I,BABITA DEVI,W/0 Jitender
Singh,R/0-158 Vikas-
Sheel,Appartments Sector-
13,Rohini Delhi-110085,have
changed my name to BABITA
KUMARI.

0040852098-5

l,Asish Kumar,son of.No
10135787L Rank: Hav
Name:Sher Singh,residing
at,Vill- Dohka-Moji,Post-office-
Dohka,Hariya Teh-&-Dist-
Charkhi,Dadri State
Haryana,PIN-127026,have
changed my name from Asish
Kumar to Ashish Kumar and
date.of.birth from 11.Jun-1994
to24.Dec.1994.

0040852095-9

I,Abhimanyu,S/0 Jai
kishan,R/0-192,Ground
Floor,Near-Raj Singh Chakki-
Wala,\Village Sultanpur-Dabas
Delhi 110039,have changed my
name to Abhimanyu Dabas

0040852098-8

I,ASHOK KUMAR GOYAL S/O
NEMI CHAND GOEL R/O 1/9747
GALINO.1/E WEST GORAKH
PARK SHAHDARA DELHI-
110032.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ASHOK KUMAR GOEL.

0040852098-2

I,ARCHAN GOEL,W/0 ANAND
PRAKASH,R/0 2B/5, Sector-
2,Sadhna,
Vaishali,Ghaziabad(UP) have
changed my name to ARCHNA
GOEL,forall purposes.

0040852108-2

I, AMANJIT, S/o0- DARIYAV
SINGH, R/0-8/53, MEHRAM
NAGAR, DELHI CANTT, DELHI-
110010, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM AMANJITTO
AMAN JEET SEHRAWAT, FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040852098-4

I, Zulfukar S/o Allamehar R/o
1/49, Mohalla Shorgiran,
Baraut, Baghpat, UP have
changed my name to Dilfukar.

0071032823-1

I, Peeyush Navendra Singh
Sisodia S/o Navendra Singh
R/0-726D, Tower-26, Rosewood,
Gulmohargreens, Mohannagar
Ghaziabad have changed my
name to Peeyush Sisodia.

0071032816-1

I, SANDEEP KUMARS/0O Mr.
BALVEER SINGH R/O HOUSE NO.
192, SHIV MANDIR, TILPATA
KARANWAS, GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR, U.P 201306, have
changed my daughter name
from MAITRY ARYA to
MAITREYI AARYA and DOB from
20/03/2012t020/11/2012 for all
future purposes.

0071032812-1

I, Reeta Navendra Singh Sisodia
W/0 Navendra Singh R/0-726D,
Tower-26, Rosewood,
Gulmohargreens, Mohannagar
Ghaziabad have changed my
name to Reeta Singh.

0071032813-1

I, Rahul Kumar Jha, S/0 Jitesh
Kumar Jha, R/0 26 & 26A,
Second Floor, Back Side,
Gali.No.13, Bharat Vihar, Uttam
Nagar, PO: D.K Mohan Garden,
West Delhi, Delhi-110059,
confirm Thatin my 10th Class
Marksheet and Certificate, my
father’s name has been
wrongly mentioned as “Jitesh
Jha” and my mother’s name as
“SanjanaJha”. Correct Name of
My Father is “Jitesh Kumar Jha”
and my mother’sis “Sanjana”,
for all future Purposes.

0071032819-1

I, RENU ARYA W/0 SANDEEP
KUMAR R/O HOUSE NO. 192,
SHIV MANDIR, TILPATA
KARANWAS, GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR, U.P 201306, have
changed my name from RENU
ARYA to RENU CHAUDHARY for
all future purposes.

0071032829-1

I, RAJENDER THAPLIYALS/0KL
THAPLIYAL,118/11, GaliNo-11,
Dharm Vihar, Bahadurgarh,
Haryana-124507 have changed
my name to RAJENDERA
THAPLIYAL.

0071032919-1

I, Mohd Nasir S/o Mohd Yunus
R/0 2152 Gali Peer Ji Wali
Rodgran Lal Kuan Delhi-110006
have changed my minor
daughter\’s name from Ayat
Nasir to Hifza Nasir for all
purposes.

0040852083-1

I, Mohd Faizan, S/o
Naseeruddin, R/043-A Galino5
Parwana Road old Brij puri
Delhi 110051, declare that my
father’'s nameisincorrectly
written as Naseeruddin.
Correct name is Naseer
Ahmad.

0130064187-1

I, MANOHAR LAL TALWARS/0
Hans Raj Talwar,R/019/119,
Vikram Vihar, Lajpat Nagar-1V,
New Delhi-24, inform that
MANOHAR LAL TALWAR,
MANOHAR LAL and MANOHAR
TALWAR, all are one and the
same person.

0040852011-1

I have changed my name from
Naresh Kumar Sharmato
Naresh Sharma for all future
legal purposes. In futurel
should be know as Naresh
Sharma S/o Sh. Chhajuram, R/o
WS-32, Gali-3, West Babarpur,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032

0040852046-1

I, Heena Moin Ahmad W/0
Ahmad Ali Qureshi R/0 J-146,
Sector-25, Noida, G.B Nagar
U.P-201301, have changed my
minor daughter’s name Maira
To Maira Ahmad Qureshi for all
future purposes.

0071032867-1

I, Heena Ahmad Qureshi W/O
Ahmad Ali Qureshi R/0 J-146,
Sector-25, Noida, G.B Nagar
U.P-201301 Have changed my
name to Heena Moin Ahmad
for all future purposes

0071032809-1

I, Heena Ahmad Quraishi W/O
Ahmad Ali Qureshi R/0 J-146,
Sector-25,Noida, G.BNagar
U.P-201301 Have changed my
name to Heena Moin Ahmad
forall future purposes

0071032865-1

I, Heena Ahmad Ali Qureshi W/0O
Ahmad Ali Qureshi R/0 J-146,
Sector-25, Noida, G.B Nagar
U.P-201301 Have Changed My
Name To Heena Moin Ahmad
For All Future Purposes.

0071032861-1

I, LAKSHAY S/0 Udesh Kumar
R/0-22/37A, Tilak Nagar, Delhi-
18 have changed my name to
LAKSHAY WADHWA.

0071032879-1

I, HEENA C/o Lakshay Wadhwa
R/0-22/37A, Tilak Nagar, Delhi-
18 have changed my name to
HEENA WADHWA.

0071032917-1

I, BABITA C/0 Birendra Singh, B-
19, Sector-48, Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, UP-201301 have
changed my name to BABITA
KHARI.

0071032922-1

I, Aaliya Qumar W/o Mohd
Faizan R/0 1368 Chatta Rajan
Farash Khana Delhi-110006
have changed my nameto
Aaliya Qamar for all purposes.

0040852082-1

I, AMARJIT KAUR W/0 Daljeet
Singh, H-57A, Garhwali
Mohalla, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-92
have changed my nameto
AMARJEET KAUR.

0071032936-1

I, Ahmad Quraishi S/0
Mohammad Ali Qureshi R/0 J-
146, Sector-25, Noida, G.B
Nagar U.P-201301 Have
Changed My Name To Ahmad
Ali Qureshi For All Future
Purposes 0071032808-1

I, Ankita D/o Anand Prakash
SharmaR/o V-190, Vivekanand
Marg, Arvind Nagar, Ghonda,
Delhi-110053, have changed my
name to Ankita Sharma. For all
future purposes

0071032811-1

LOST & FOUND

Mayank Agrwall S/0 Yogesh
Mohan Gupta R/0O C-103
Ashiyana Apartment, Mayur
Vihar Phase 1, Mayur Vihar,
110092 Have Lost My Property
Document Apollo Hospital
Sarita Vihar New Delhi 18 April
2026. All Documents Allotment
Letter- T 4.flat no 203 Kingstor
towar Omaxe Nri City Gr Noida
and Possession and Joint name
Letter Finder Contact.

0071032810-1

My chant Jkmr Rehman Khan Sin
=h Vikayat Hussan KhanRia H. No,
M-14, Flal Mo Maliya Nagar,
Mew Dalh-1 10097, has savarad his
ali relelions and dsowneddebarrsd
his wifie namely Shanana Khan and
twa children namely Mushiur
Rehman Khan (Son| and Saarsh
Khan (Daughter] from his all
moveable-immovable  properties
and mssale. My abant shall nol be
responsible for their any acis and
deads done by tham

Ayyub Ahmad (Advocats)
Che Mo, 457, Sakal Court, Mew Daini

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that my
client, Sh. SURENDER KUMAR, S/o
Shri RAMEHAR, R/o 38/B, Yusuf Sarai
Village, Hauz Khas, South Delhi, New
Delhi: 110016 has disowned his Younger
son BHUVNESH DHANKARD, And
Daughter In Law Namely, Smt. Har Kiran,
R/o 38/B, Yusuf Sarai Village, Hauz Khas,
South Delhi, New Delhi: 110016 from his
all movable & immovable properties and
has severed all relations with him due to his
undesirable, unwarranted and unsocial
activities. Any person dealing with him
shall be doing so at his/her own risks and
cost. My client shall not be liable for any of
his acts, deeds and things.

Sd/-
JYOTI TEWARI
Advocate
Ch. No. 298, Delhi High Court
Shershah Suri Marg,
New Delhi-110003

 PUBLIC NOTICE |

My cient, h Om Prakash, Sio Late Sh.
Chet Ram, mesceni of H, Mo, (K075,
Prem el 34, Gand Nagar, Delhi
10041, heraby ssues the fodlowing
public errouncamant: Beitknown that ey
dienl's son, Sh. Panaesh Korer, along
with fis grandson, Sh Brarat Kotia and
grenddaughter, s Paril Koaa, have
ienn behaving in 3 manner conbrany 1o
lamily norms  Thay have been
a’?:l-'lilglEHll;.ﬂ-"::l:EEIEl'IlE'ﬂ disnesnectiil
towards my chent and his wife. My cien
a0 R wale & daanly aogrienvesd and Furt
E:.' tre canduct of Sh Pardesh Kumar and
his- aforementionad family membars.
Consequently. my denl henghy formalky
disons and dedbhars feg 200, Sh Fardesh
Kumar, and hiz =or's family mambers
from al of my clienls  sef-acquirad
meable and Pnmovabie properiss wilk
memediate effect Furthermore, my cien
and his wife explidtly announce that the
aloremenlionsd mdwdsds shall ot ba
permidted I jon or perlam any ol
cient's o hizwife's fast ries. Any parson
dealrg with SR, Parmsh Kumar ar his
lamify mambers in any Capacity-
noluding, but mot Amiled 1o, financi
tranzactions-shal do 5o 8t theiroan sk
ani respansbilly, MNehe my chenl ngr
hiz oropertes 2l be reddhahla h:r.au:.-r.r
their acls, debis, or Febilies, whethar
s ling nesw ararisingin the fulune
Pankaj Singhal [Advocats)
Chamber at- ¥-23, Civil Wings
Tie Hazan Courts, Delhi-110054

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Ta ba known 1o all that We, PLISHPY
DEYI WO LATE SH. SATYA PAL
MaLlE Rl &8-111, CHAUPAL WALI
GEALI, SHALIMAR VILLAGE, NEW
DELHI-1100a8, allottae of PLOT NO.
523, POCKET-2, BLOCK-C, SECTOR-
10, MEASURING 32.00 50. MTRS,
ROHIMI, DELHI, has applied lof
comeersion of e aforesad flat from
kaase hold bo froe hold in D00

The origing! documenis g,
ALLOTMEMNTLETTER, POSSESSION
LETTER; AWD SITE POSSESSION
SLEP o the abave plot has bean ksl an
et FIRMER 1o this effact kas been
ndgad anfing vide LR Mo 26 1324/2028
dasad 2 T4 2008

Any parsanis) claiming any right,
mberesl, baving gy objection may
wriledcantact with dhove namad parson
at abivee AddressiPhone BREOG4AT35
within 15 gays from the dala off
putrkcatian of 1his rotice. The pérsan
giaiming any nght, mierest, abjecton
wilh respact io Ehis proparty, Gan
personally infeem o wrta to Depuly
Drractor LA, ROHINI, G Block, 3rd
flnor, Vikes Sactan, 1WA, New Delhs

PUBLIC NOTICE

Under the instructions and on behalf of
my client Harish Chandra Dwivedi
And Mrs. Kusum Dwivedi 7-D, DDA
Flat Pocket -B New Jafrabad Delhi That
our client has disowned their son, and
daughter in law Mohit Dwivedi And
Sadhna Pathak as they are not
according to the temperaments of our
client and was not obedient to them.
Their son, and daughter-in-law were
beyond their control and supervision, so
our client served all relations and
disowns their son, and daughter-in-law
from their inheritance from movable
and immovable properties absolutely
and forever heretofore. And whosoever
will deal with the above said son, and
daughter-in-law, will be doing so at their
own risk and responsibility and our
client and their family shall not be liable
for any act of the above said son, and
daughter in law in any manner
whatsoever.

Sd/-
Rakesh Chander Agrawal (Advocate)
S-69 GF School Block
Sharkarpur Delhi-92

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that my client SH. HARDEEP
SINGH SONI S/O LATE SH. RAJINDER SINGH
SONI R/O AP-24-D, PITAMPURA, DELHI-110034
owner of DDA LIG FLAT NO. AP-24-D, THIRD
FLOOR, PITAMPURA, DELHI-110034. Original
documents ie. REGISTERED GENERAL
POWER OF ATTORNEY AND REGISTERED
AGREEMENT TO SELL AND OTHER
DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE SAID FLAT
EXECUTED BY SH. KISHAN LAL IN FAVOUR OF
SH. JAGJEET SINGH SONI has been lost. An FIR
vide LR No. 266644/2026 dated 29-04-2026 has lodged
in P.S. MAURYA ENCLAVE/E-Police Station Delhi for
loss of documents of above said flat. Any person(s)
claiming any right, interest, having any objection or
found in possession of original document, may
write/contact with above named person at above
address/phone No. 9910480283 within 15 days from the
date of publication of this notice.

KAMAL SINGH
(Advocate)
Enrl.No.D/748/2014

Thig i5 % indom the generd public that
my clizat M. &isha Retrman, Win Lata
Mohd. Mojbur Hahman, Rfa 1TUFZ,
Ealri, Laxml Mage, Digihed Eag Dath|
Delhi-110092, has savened gl relations
amd disowned her som Afr, Hebik Lr
Rehman frem her all movedle &
mmigwabde progedies due lo his
dunbediencs and undesisable condus
and heis living separalely rammy chen
He shall kave na ragid, tilla or interast in
i propatties. My clestl shall nol ba
reaponsitiie for any of his acts, deeds or
iabiftias in future

Abhay Bhatl {Advocate)
G, Mo, 338, Sake Caorl, Wera el

PUBLIC NOTICE

It iz infammed 1o e ganaral pubic thal
gq'du:nl afi Shanzad Ahme] i ke
S, Mehd, Wnsh Rig 48 - {Gah
L-hehshreen, Fareash whens. Dekhi-
110006 who had decwned his ‘wils
ahazh Bano, his daughlers namely
lgra Farveen and Bma Parseen
alongwilh his spn namely Mahd: Ashi
frem” his mowable and Immowabls
proparties due to thair pasl
mreshihanair ard mesceeds and b
adan severed al s relatans fram them
lhrough publicatiors 0 neswspapars
ramedy Incean Exprass on 2607 2021
ard dansata the i now 2707 2023,
LN beravir ol alove - seed persang
=10 cl'sr.l_u_:;-ar: Jhey ane resadng with
my chant fappily witkaul heving any
Fmtlhrr- Hente my lr'lii:l:'. 1 [
hem-al rights as pee [aw [o Shém by
cancaling hﬁ presinus ahove gaid
cisownenent. Mow they are entitled for
eath and evary ight, filka and inkarst a=
|ﬁ‘-'.!I |EI~'|' rigining b0 the proogeries ol
Ty he

ShLIAD HUSSAIN ANSAREADVOCATE
#-142, Tis Hazarl Court, Dalhi - 110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Ashok Kumar Saini R/O
5a/6 Toot Sarai Malviya Nagar Delhi-
17, has severed all relations and

disowned his sons Abhishek Saini,

Lokesh Saini, and Amit Saini from all

his movable/ immovable properties

because of his misbehavior. My client

shall not be responsible for his
acts/deeds in the future.

Sd/-

VAIBHAYV SINGH BANGARI

Advocate

Enrl. No. D/1329/2023

Saket court complex, Ch no 209

Genand PUbic 15 heraDy mikared thal
fny-cianl Latta Wie Zakd Himsain R
[-150, Mizam Magar, Nizamuddn West
Eaulh Db, Dadri-110013 hias sevansd
ai her relations with arzon Mo Hussan,
niex wefie Irem Khan and my clent hava
F=0 disraned and debarred tham from
all har movakls and immicvahle
amopatfies dun bo their bad habils
Srybody dualing with Md. Husssn and
e wile g Khan wil da seo@El
Fraihes et cran sk and reqponEibibiies
and riy' cient wil nol be respongitie for
any acl, deed or dealing dane by M.
Hussain, hiswifa iram Bhan

Bilal Khan {Adwocatn)
Ln. Mo, 474, Saket Court. Hew Deli|

PUBLIC NOTICE
it is hereby informed to the
General Public that, I, Mr
Nitin Goel, S/o Mr lai
Parkash Goel, R/o B-1303,
M2K  Wictoria Garden,
Azadpur, New Delhi -
110033, have lost the Original
Provisional Alletment Letter
Mo, PYVADDODGY dated 18th
March 2026 and Chiginal
Payment Receipt Mo,
2300075667 dated 2nd March
2012 of Rs. 400,000/~ and

Receipt Mo, 23000556832
dated 20th March 2013 of Rs.
2,865,080/~ issued by

Jaiprakash Associates Limited
in respect of Unit bearing
Mo, PYVADDDRIES in Yamuna
Vihar Plot Project, situated at
Jaypee Greens Sports City,
Yamuna Expressway, Greater
Molda,

The sald original property
documents have been lost
on 18th March 2026, Any
persgn finding  the sald
documents is requested to
kindly return the same 1o
mie or to the Company.
Mame: Mr. Mitin Goel, Add.:
B-1303, M2K Victoria Garden,
Azadpur, New Delhi- 110033
Phone Mo.: 78386 58188
Emall id; Nitin@everpik.in

{ This = to notify the general pubdc thal
iy client Mok, tsir@@ RA0 HMosse ne
A-143, street no-d, Mangla Pur
Phase-2. Palam Viage, Sooth Wesl
Ceihl, Delhe-110045, has debarred ks
4 son ramely Wohd Islam, Mohd
lmrar, Mohd Yamean and kahd Asi
fram all his mowabse and immpabde
properties with immadigte eifect
avbody dealing with them i any
manrer shall 8o 2o al hisher own
cost, risk and resporsgiliby, My chenl
has o relakion wilh either of them and
thus ke shall not be respansible in any
vy Tarany ack, geeds or fhings done

DI 3 chiish SHARMA (ADVOGATE)
ENRL., No. DI11521/2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be It Known that my client RENU
AGARWAL W/o Giri Raj Aggarwal
R/o 17/99 Gali No.3, Than Singh
Nagar Anand Parwat Central Delhi
Delhi-110005 have disowned and
severed all her relation with her son
namely ARPIT AGARWAL and
debarred them from his movable and
immovable properties/assets due to
his mis-behaviour. Any body dealing
with them in civil and criminal matter
shall be doing at his/her/their own
risk, cost and responsibility.
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/748/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MR. HEMANT
TANEJA & MRS, POOJA TANEJA, WHO HAS
APPLIED FOR A LOAN FROM LIC HOUSING
FINANCE LIMITED (LICHFL), HAS REPORTED
THE DEATH OF MR. BALDEV RAJ SABHARWAL,
WHO EXPIRED ON 20.05.2013. THE LOAN
PERTAINS TO THE RESIDENTIAL FREEHOLD
BUILT-UP FLAT NO. C-1, CATEGORY MIG.
SITUATED IN THE LAYOUT PLAN OF THE
GUJRANWALA CO.OP. GROUP HOUSE SOCIETY
LIMITED, KNOWN AS GUJRANWALA
APARTMENTS, J BLOCK, VIKAS PURI, NEW
DELHI-110018. IT IS FURTHER INFORMED THAT
THE SELLERS, NAMELY MRS. VEENA ARORA,
DO NOT POSSESS THE SURVIVING MEMBER
CERTIFICATE OF THE ABOVE-NAMED
DECEASED PERSON AND HAVE STATED THAT
THERE ARE NO OTHER LEGAL HEIRS IN
RESPECT OF THE AFORESAID PROPERTY.

IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD
INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO THE
UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM THE
DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-
SUBHASH GUPTA (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-446/2002)
125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR
INDERLOK, DELHI-11003SI

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to public at large
that our client Mrs. Dharmi Devi Wife
of Late Shri Gulab Chand, R/o 225,
DDA Flats, New Ranjit Nagar, New
Delhi-110008, has acquired a half
undivided share in. property bearing No.
249, DDA Flats, New Ranjit Nagar,
New Delhi-110008, being one of the
legal heirs of her deceased son Late
Shri Ashok Kumar S/o Late Shri
Gulab Chand, who died intestate on
23.04.2021, leaving behind his wife
Smt. Sheetal and our aforesaid client as
his surviving legal heirs.

Our aforesaid client has come to know
that his wife, Mrs. Sheetal intends to
create third party interest in respect of
the said property without the
knowledge, consent and permission of
our aforesaid client, of which she does
not have any right, title or interest nor
our aforesaid client has given any
permission, consent to her or to any
other person, to sell or transfer her
aforesaid share in any manner.

Any person having any objection, claim,
interest or right in respect of the said
property, may contact the undersigned
or our aforesaid client within 15 days
from the date of publication of this
notice.

Sd/-
R.D. Vats
Advocate
Ch. No. 668, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

“Be it known to all that my clients
Mujeeb Ahmed S/o Mohd. Hanif and
Baghe Jahan W/o Mujeeb Ahmed Both
R/o: F-224-C, Mansarover Garden,
Ramesh Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-110015
have disowned, debarred, discarded all
their relations to their daughter namely
Sania Choudhary, D.O.B. 10.09.2004,
having from all their movable and
immovable properties as their above
named daughter is disobedient and out of
their control.

My clients have severed all relations with

her. Anyone dealing with her may do so at

his/her  own  risks, costs and

consequences. In future, if the above

named person is facing any unwanted

incident, then my clients shall not be
responsible whatsoever.”

Sd/-

REENA BAJAJ

Advocate

Enrl. No.: D-2613/13

PUBLIC NOTICE
[My diant, 5ho0m Prakash, i Late Sh
Chet Ham, resdend af H Moo OETS
Prem G, 34, Gandhi Magar. Delhi-
N1, hereby @sues |he folknaing
deciaraion: Be il knoan thal my dients
fon, Sh. ¥amal Katia, his daughter-indaw,
ISln' Poonam Kol and his
grandcrddren, GRanshu Koha |mrde
grancson) Bnd NE rEndceughiar, ha'.m.-t
fheun behaing in a manner canirary 1o
lamigy norms and have been corsisianty
drotschent oward '11:.'I:I'EFIIEI'|E Nz wile
My caend-and R vwda are  desply
fnganeved ard huit by B conduss al 5h,
|Famal Kcta and his aforsmantioned
Hamily members. Accordingly. my dinnl
fhas disowned a@nd debarmed his son, 5h
Fr-iarnal Fobe along with his son's antra
Eluuli',- from all af oy clent’s sefapgured
mivabke and mavaie propenies wilh
mmadista aflect. My chent and hig wila
further arnaunte through this nolice thal
Ihe algrementianed indwduals shall mal
ba permitiad 1a join or parfoem any of my
dianl’s or hiswile's last ritas

Is.l".uy pargan dealing with the
waforementonad  ind@niduala mooeny
manner, inchadng fnancial ransacions,
ghal do ®a al ke own onisk and
H’:'E[.‘-EFEI’JH.',’. Paprar my Chard o neg
propentias shall be held fabla for amy ol
Ihei acis debls, af cbligEfons, aielres
ourneni orming luturs,

Pankaj Singhal {Advacate)
Charmber al- ¥-23, Civil Wings
s Hezar Courts, DE!I‘lI-11IZ.'-IIE1.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the
public at large that My Clients
Praveen Kumar Gupta S/o
Late Sh. Moti Ram Gupta and
his wife Laxmi Gupta both R/o
RZ-137, Manas Kunj, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-59 has
separated/disowned their son
Shubham Gupta and daughter
in law Pooja from their family
and their properties due to
their irresponsible behaviour.
Any body dealing with them
shall do so at their own risks
and consequences.

Ajay Kumar Jha (Advocate) D/903/10
Ch. 303, Dwarka Court, Delhi-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public that
my client, Mr. Ram Prakash, son of
Mr. Boota Ram, resident of 10/13, Ashok
Nagar, New Delhi- 110018, is the allottee
of Flat No. 100C, Pocket C, Mayur Vihar
Phase 2, North Lake of Trilokpuri, New
Delhi- 110091, which was allotted to him
by the (DDA) in the year 1985.
My client has not sold this flat to anyone
till date, nor has he executed or signed
any sale agreement, receipt, or any other
document in respect of the said property.
He has no intention of selling the said
property in the near future either.
Therefore, if any person claims any right,
ownership or interest in the said property
by misusing any document, such claim
will be considered invalid and
appropriate legal action will be taken
against such person.
Sd/-
Harsh Bala (Advocate)
Enrll. No. D/1991/2016
Chamber No.417, 4th Floor,
Rohini Courts, Delhi

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Qpen Tender Through

E-Tendering 2025-26
Mo: 33-LW5-0PH-WP-2025R Date: 25.04.2026
For and on behalf of The President of
India, Oy CME/Loco Ajmer invites a-
fender with following datails, inferested
firmsfendarar may parbcipate through
IREFS portal in this e-tender. 1. Hame
of work: Work of painting on wagons at
Diesel Loco and Wagon Warkshop,
Ajmer far (2 years (As Per Scope of
Work). 2. Estimated Cost of work: Rs
F7.49 20610 (Rs-Sevanly-saven lakhs
forty=nine. Thousand Two Hundred six
and Sixtesn Paisa Only); 3. Address of
the NIT issuing office: Dy. Chiaf
Mechanical Engineer (Loco) Diesel
Laco & Wagon Workshop Lal Phatak,
Ajmer (Faj. 305001, 4. Earnest money
to be deposited: Fa=.15500H-{Cnly
through net banking or payment
gateway on IREPS porial), 5. Last Data
and time far submission and npnnlng
of E-tender 18052026 up io 1500 E-
Tendar wilk be apaned al 1530 0n samaea
day. Due to indispensabls reasons bid
opaning schedule may change,
6. Website particular where complete
details of e<tender can be seen and
participated www.ireps.gov.in; (Note:
This Is E-lender so tenderer can
participate through e-lendering process
onfy an mentioned weahsite within
bidding perod)

616-PS/26
Feabiw s o ﬂ_ Clsaiiailways ﬂhl.-.'ﬁ:m-.q;,-u_

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001. CIN :
U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427.

Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that gold ornaments pledged with under mentioned branches of the
company for the period upto 30.06.2025 & All other 6 months tenure gold loans up to 30.09.2025 and EMI gold loans due up to
31.03.2026.Also those gold loans where interest is due and not paid up to 31.03.2026 are also included in this auction. Which were
overdue for redemption and which have not been redeemed so for in spite of repeated notices will be auctioned on 05.06.2026 from 10

am onwards.

Auction Date: 05.06.2026 - BIJNOR DISTRICT - CIVIL LINES-BIJNOR: 4370000864, 4370000933, 4370000984, 4370001028,
4370001052, 4370001109, 4370001122, 4370001188, 4370001195, 4370001257, 4370001268, 4370001297, 4370001383,
4370001465, 4370001733. NAJIBABAD: 4384000495, 4384000515, 4384000529, 4384000555, 4384000667. Auction Date:
05.06.2026 - HAPUR DISTRICT - FREEGANJ HAPUR: 4319002468, 4319002491, 4319002526, 4319002541, 4319002559,
4319002568, 4319002601, 4319002606, 4319002617, 4319002619, 4319002635, 4319002655, 4319002662, 4319002672,
4319002676, 4319002690, 4319002708, 4319002709, 4319002752, 4319002771, 4319002820, 4319002828, 4319002833,
4319002835, 4319002839, 4319002850, 4319002927, 4319003037, 4319003306, 4319003344, 4319003360, 4319003373,
4319003374, 4319003417, 4319003451, 4319003478, 4319003564, 8000104319. Auction Date: 05.06.2026 - MEERUT DISTRICT -

BAGPAT ROAD-MEERUT: 1868002853, 1868002866, 1868002867, 1868002875, 1868002876, 1868002882, 1868002922,

1868002924, 1868002937, 1868002966, 1868003005, 1868003006, 1868003008, 1868003016, 1868003018, 1868003054,
1868003061, 1868003063, 1868003093, 1868003100, 1868003104, 1868003108, 1868003109, 1868003133, 1868003142,
1868003153, 1868003191, 1868003192, 1868003203, 1868003205, 1868003227, 1868003238, 1868003264, 1868003267,
1868003327, 1868003336, 1868003356, 1868003386, 1868003387, 1868003393, 1868003537, 1868003539, 1868003832,
1868003877, 1868003923, 1868003929, 1868003972. EVES ROAD-MEERUT: 1867002529, 1867002539, 1867002557, 1867002577,
1867002578, 1867002613, 1867002639, 1867002654, 1867002673, 1867002684, 1867002685, 1867002688, 1867002689,
1867002693, 1867002729, 1867002736, 1867002747, 1867002751, 1867002807, 1867002812, 1867002826, 1867002831,
1867002832, 1867002841, 1867002843, 1867002874, 1867002878, 1867002901, 1867002907, 1867002910, 1867002911,
1867002912, 1867002923, 1867002955, 1867002956, 1867003165, 1867003170, 1867003433, 1867003456, 1867003488. SHASTRI
NAGAR-MEERUT: 1852002505, 1852002555, 1852002582, 1852002587, 1852002596, 1852002629, 1852002747, 1852002748,
1852002818, 1852002834, 1852002912, 1852002963, 1852002987, 1852003020, 1852003032, 1852003046, 1852003051,
1852003065, 1852003071, 1852003564, 1852003666, 1852003709. Auction Date: 05.06.2026 - SHAMLI DISTRICT - SHAMLI:
4505000029, 4505000032, 4505000059, 4505000062, 4505000066, 4505000069, 4505000083, 4505000091, 4505000093,
4505000101, 4505000107, 4505000108, 4505000113, 4505000120.
Auction will be conducted at respective branches. please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to
any reasons, the same will be conducted on 16.06.2026 at 10.00 am onwards at MEERUT DISTRICT - SHASTRI NAGAR-
MEERUT: GROUND FLOOR, MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD , GROUND FLOOR NO C- 2/6 CENTRAL MARKET SHASTRI NAGAR
MEERUT DIST-250002 UTTAR PRADESH, CENTRAL MARKET SHASTRI NAGAR OPPOSITE PANKAJ GARMENTS, NEARIDBI
BANK , MEERUT, UTTAR PRADESH , 250004 .The bidders are requested to produce photo id card ,Pan card .The successful
bidder should transfer the money through RTGS.
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Regd. Office:
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VERY SHORT TERM E-QUOTATION INVITATION NOTICE
FOR DETERMINATION OF RATE

NI, Moz 202627 Dhatie- 30,04 203265
Chalige Chootations are myiled Gor the work (1) Construciion of New OPD Block Augmentéd form the

existing Mew PG Blocks at S.NM. Medical College, Mhanbad and (i) Construction of Mew Building of JL.N.
College, Chakradharpur under Kolhan University, Chaibasa (Science Bloek(G+6) Arts Block(B-HGAHa), Part A
Construction of Mew Building of JLLM. College, Chakradharpur woder Kolhan University, Chaibasa
(Multipurpose Block, (SRC —Cum-Awditoriom WG-+5) Fart By tor non-schedule Materials from BEeputed Shop
Keepers, Manulacturers, Suppliers, retmlers, Distributors, Timber Merchanis and others for items. They should guaote their
rates for unit mentioned in the table. I they do not deal all of the below mentioned items then they are allowed to quote their
rate for part of the items whichever they deal with. The rates should be exclusive of all tvpes of Taxes, GST, Contractor's
Proft and overhead charpes ete. bulinclusive of Rovalty snd carmaze. All Batesshould be exclusive of Labour Cess.

The quatationer shall furmish PAN, GST registration mi,
2, The mate quoted by quotationer shall be frm, Tmal and unconditiomnal,
i. Theundersigned reserves the mght to accept orreject/cance] any or all quotations without assigming any reason thereof.
Note:-
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12005, 202 6 at 0500 A

e-Procurement Cell, JTharkhand State Building
Construction Corporation Ltd,, Ranchi,

Last Date/Time of Submission of E-Quotations on Website
Prate/ Teme of opening af E-Dubiations
3 Mame & Address of office Inviting E-Quotations

2
a4

4 Helpline Number of e-procurement Cell 65124346259
5  e-mml D jshecljharkhand(@ gmail. com
Mt -

Nodal Officer
e-Procurcment Cell
Jharkhand State Building Construction
PR 378836 Jharkhand State Building Construction Corp. itd. (26-27)_D Cerporation Ltd., Ranchi.

Any change can be seen on Website htips! Jharkhandtenders.gov.in,
Any other information can be seen on hitp:// JTharkhandtenders.gov.in.

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001. CIN :
U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427.

Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that gold ornaments pledged with under mentioned branches of the company
for the period upto 30.06.2025 & All other 6 months tenure gold loans up to 30.09.2025 and EMI gold loans due up to 31.03.2026.Also
those gold loans where interest is due and not paid up to 31.03.2026 are also included in this auction. Which were overdue for
redemption and which have not been redeemed so for in spite of repeated notices will be auctioned on 04.06.2026 from 10 am onwards.
Auction Date: 04.06.2026 - ALIGARH DISTRICT - ALIGARH-AGRA ROAD: 3005001315, 3005001318, 3005001322, 3005001324,
3005001329, 3005001330, 3005001357, 3005001394, 3005001414, 3005001415, 3005001416, 3005001427, 3005001430,
3005001446, 3005001523, 3005001527, 3005001538, 3005001555, 3005001567, 3005001589, 3005001596, 3005001598,
3005001617, 3005001619, 3005001638, 3005001651, 3005001655, 3005001660, 3005001674, 3005001733, 3005001737,
3005001763, 3005001768, 3005001783, 3005002026, 3005002031, 3005002067, 3005002086, 3005002101, 3005002176,
3005002178, 3005002201, 3005002202, 3005002223, 3005002268, 3005002326, 3005002330, 3005002343, 3005002396.
NAURANGABAD-ALIGARH: 4322001265, 4322001321, 4322001359, 4322001378, 4322001388, 4322001389, 4322001397,
4322001495, 4322001496, 4322001505, 4322001522, 4322001558, 4322001739, 4322001760, 4322001826, 4322001837,
4322001852, 4322001880, 4322001884. Auction Date: 04.06.2026 - BADAUN DISTRICT - BADAUN: 3105000545, 3105000579,
3105000666, 3105000681, 3105001037, 3105001084, 3105001132. Auction Date: 04.06.2026 - BULANDSHAHAR DISTRICT -
ANUPSHAHAR: 4497000046, 4497000070, 4497000075. BULANDSHAHAR: 2888000841, 2888001000, 2888001010, 2888001019,
2888001033, 2888001069, 2888001132, 2888001136, 2888001157, 2888001183, 2888001185, 2888001272, 2888001288,
2888001297, 2888001334, 2888001350, 2888001361, 2888001362, 2888001443, 2888001462, 2888001497, 2888001517,
2888001539, 2888001542, 2888001544, 2888001573, 2888001590, 2888001592, 2888001693, 2888001730, 2888001873,
2888001964, 2888002179, 2888002207, 2888002258, 2888002321, 2888002325, 2888002332, 2888002348, 2888002357,
2888002366, 2888002408, 2888002410, 2888002420, 2888002578, 2888002612, 2888002621. SIYANA BULANDSHAHAR:
4371000305, 4371000344, 4371000350, 4371000362, 4371000365, 4371000388, 4371000390, 4371000391, 4371000395,
4371000408, 4371000439, 4371000471, 4371000477, 4371000480, 4371000517, 4371000563, 4371000576, 4371000626,
4371000647, 4371000704, 4371000737, 4371000760, 4371000890. Auction Date: 04.06.2026 - HATHRAS DISTRICT - HATHRAS:
4318001380, 4318001423, 4318001475, 4318001529, 4318001545, 4318001552, 4318001566, 4318001567, 4318001581,
4318001597, 4318001706, 4318001765, 4318001781, 4318001970, 4318002101, 4318002121. Auction Date: 04.06.2026 -
MATHURA DISTRICT - JUNCTION ROAD-VIKAS MARKET: 4561000011, 4561000062. MATHURA-TERA TOWER: 2700002558,
2700002642, 2700002682, 2700002704, 2700002728, 2700002749, 2700002831, 2700002864, 2700002880, 2700002892,
2700002917, 2700002925, 2700002933, 2700003018, 2700003029, 2700003031, 2700003032, 2700003034, 2700003035,
2700003037, 2700003039, 2700003054, 2700003057, 2700003058, 2700003060, 2700003100, 2700003110, 2700003131,
2700003137, 2700003139, 2700003501, 2700003576, 2700003588, 2700003594, 2700003653, 2700003697, 2700003715,
2700003724, 2700003753, 2700003822, 2700003918, 8000222700. VRINDAVAN - MATHURA: 4559000002, 4559000010,
4559000012, 4559000015, 4559000017, 4559000072, 4559000369. Auction Date: 04.06.2026 - SAMBHAL DISTRICT - BAHJOI:
4540000026.
Auction will be conducted at respective branches. please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to
any reasons, the same will be conducted on 15.06.2026 at 10.00 am onwards at ALIGARH DISTRICT - ALIGARH-AGRA
ROAD: FIRST FLOOR, VISHNU COMPLEX, SARAI MANSINGH, , , ALIGARH-AGRA ROAD, OPPOSITEOPP. K.P. INTER COLLEGE
, ALIGARH, UTTAR PRADESH , 202001 .The bidders are requested to produce photo id card ,Pan card .The successful bidder
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Why SCislooking
at the way brain

death is certified

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, April 30

THE SUPREME Court on Tuesday said it will seek expert
opinion from AIIMS doctors on whether thereisaneed to
conduct tests such as electroencephalogram (EEG) and
angiogram to declare someone brain dead. The bench
was hearing a petition alleging that patients who may not
bebrain dead are declared so to facilitate organ donation.

Whatis brain death?

Brain deathis anirreversible condition where all ac-
tivities of the brain, including automatic functions such
as breathing controlled by the brain stem, cease. The pa-
tient continues to survive — and breathe — with the help
of life support systems such as ventilators. These
patients, most of whom would have suffered severe in-
juries that cut off oxygen supply to the brain, are for all
intents dead and cannot be revived. As they die while
being on life support — which keep their blood pumping
— they make for good candidates for organ donation.

Why do we need to declare people brain dead?

Declaration and certification of brain death is essential
for deceased organ donation, where organs and tissues
such askidney, liver, heart, and eyes are donated to undis-
closed, unrelated recipients. While India is a global leader
when it comes to the absolute number of transplant
surgeries, most of these involve organs donated by living
relatives. These procedures are getting safer, but they still
hold risks for a healthy donor. This risk can be done away
with when using deceased donor organs.

Despite the fact that nearly 1.5 lakh people die due to
traumatic brain injuries and another 50,000 due to stroke
every year — both categories of patients who qualify as
brain dead donors — only 1,100 persons actually donate
organs. India’s rate of deceased donation, while on the
rise, continues to be very low at 0.77 per million popula-
tion. On the other end of the spectrum is Spain, which
sees 48 deceased donations per million population.

What is the protocol for declaring brain death?

The current guidelines by the apex regulator National
Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO)
requires a four-member hospital board to declare that a
patient’s brain function hasirreversibly ceased at least
twice with an interval of 12 hours. This board hasto de-
termine and note in writing what was the illness or acci-
dentthatled tothe condition, and whether there could
possibly be any reversible causes. They also have to note
whether spontaneous breathing has ceased, whether the
patient’s pupils react to light, whether their eye moves to
the opposite side when their head is turned (just like a
doll’seyes would), whether they have any response to
pain, and whether they have a gag reflex, among others.

“The current guidelines require various bed-side tests
for the declaration of brain death. It does not specify the
need for tests such as EEG or angiogram,” said Dr Manjari
Tripathi, head of neurology department at AIIMS Delhi.

Whatis EEG and angiogram? What does it tell us?

An EEG test essentially looks for the electrical signals
inthe brain using several small electrodes attached to the
head. For abrain dead patient, this test would show that
thereis noelectrical activityin the brain. An angiogram
uses contrast dyes and X-rays to check the blood flow in
the brain. While the bed-side tests can indicate brain
death, these two tests are more conclusive.

There are, however, challenges to utilising these tests
for determining every brain death. Two experts, on con-
dition of anonymity, said that using these tests would
mean that smaller hospitals would never be able to de-
clare a person brain dead; therefore, the already low
number of deceased donations would go down further.

What are the challenges in brain death certification?
One of the challenges is the lack of knowledge even
among physicians, which leads to several patients never
being officially declared and asked to be organ donots.
An AIIMS study last year found that more than half of
doctors — including neurosurgeons, neurologists, and
critical care specialists who are usually included in the
certification process — did not receive any training on
brain death certification at the time of their graduation.
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LIGHT TO moderate rainfall on Wednes-
day and Thursday brought an end to a
week-long spell of heatwave in most parts
of north and central India, the first of the
season. And another spell of heatwave is
unlikely for the next two weeks at least, ac-
cording to the latest forecast by the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).

But that might only be atemporary relief.
There areindicationsthat the temperatures
might remain high this year, not just in the
summer months but even extending into
the monsoon season, and thereafter. That
may mean several such spells of heatwaves
could be possible in the coming months.
With rain expected to be a little subdued,
particularly during the second half of the
monsoon season, India could be facing pro-
longed periods of intense heat this year.

Heatwave zones

Summers have always been very warm
in most parts of India, but heatwaves are
very specific conditions defined by the
India Meteorological Department (IMD). If
the maximum temperature of a place gets
at least 5°C higher than normal, and this
condition is reached at least two days in
succession, the place is said to be experi-
encing a heatwave. If the temperature gets
warmer than normal by 7°C, a severe heat-
wave is declared.

Afew other things are factored in before
declaring a heatwave, particularly whether
the place islocated in plains or mountains
and whether its normal temperature is
below 40°C or higher. But the main idea is
the same. Heatwave is a condition where
the temperature of the place gets un-
usually, and uncomfortably, higher than
the normal. The thresholds defined by IMD
are specific to India and are not universal
definitions of heatwave.

Heatwaves in India occur mainly dur-
ing the March to June period, though
sometimes they do extend further into the
monsoon season as well. In 2023, some
parts of the country experienced heatwave
conditions even in February, a month in
which there is not even a provision to de-

e INFRASTRUCTURE

eHeatwave days in worst-hit meteorological subdivisions

REGION 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | STATE
- West Rajasthan 6 | 58 | 3 29 | 33 | | Punjab
' EastMadhya Pradesh 0 34 | 13 26 10 | Uttar Pradesh
* Vidarbha 2 B | N N 8 | | Telangana
' West Madhya Pradesh 2 42 | 4 24 7 | | Bihar
" East Rajasthan 4 28 | 0 | 23 21 | | Maharashtra
~ Odisha | 3 nmo| 24 37 7 | | AndhraPradesh
' East Uttar Pradesh 0 33 | 1 | 33 8 | | Jharkhand
' Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi 2 37 | 5 30 11 | | Odisha
' Saurashtra and Kutch [ 12 25 4 16 15 | | Haryana
West Uttar Pradesh 2 28 5 32 5 | | MadhyaPradesh

clare a heatwave. average duration is also on the rise.

There are two areas where heatwaves v .
are common in India: one, the northwest- ElNirio linkage
ern and central part extending into Bihar Several studies have shown that there
and Jharkhand, which is known as the core was astrong linkage between the frequency
heatwave zone; and two, the eastern coast and severity of heatwaves in India and the
comprising Andhra Pradesh and Odisha. ElNifio phenomenon in the eastern Pacific
The physical mechanisms causing heat- Ocean.Ingeneral, thereisagreater chance
waves in these two areas are different, of prolonged and severe heatwaves occur-
though related. ring in India during an El Nifio phase. The

In the core zone, heatwaves are caused opposite happens with the La Nifia phase.
mainly by persistent high-pressure condi- El Nifio and La Nifia are opposite
tions in the upper atmosphere that force phases of El Nifio Southern Oscillation, a
the air to sink downward. This sinking large ocean-atmospheric interaction that
leads to compression of the air, warming it occurs over the equatorial Pacific Ocean,
significantly. off the coast of South America, and in-

Over Andhra Pradesh and Odisha, heat- fluences weather events worldwide. Dur-
waves are primarily a result of the preven- ing El Nifio, the surface waters in this part
tion of the normal sea-breezes from coming of the Pacific Ocean get unusually warm.
over to the land by unusual westerly or In India, the EINifio phase is most com-
northwesterly winds blowing from the hot Heat de aths monly associated with a tendency to sup-
landmass in north and central India. pressrainfall, while the La Nifia phase tends

In general, the frequency and intensity Hundreds of to induce more rains. But El Nifio is also
of heatwaves is higher in the core zone,  peopledieevery linked tostronger heatwaves inIndia. This
though historically, both Andhra Pradesh  yearduetoheat-  is relevant for the current year because an
and Odishahave reported a disproportion- stroke and other ElNifio eventisunder development, and is
ately large number of heatwave-related heat-related likely to mature between May and July. Itis
deaths.On an average, aheatwave lasts be- ] because of this that IMD has predicted a
tween 4 and 8 days. diseases, and. below-normal monsoon rainfall this year.

The southern peninsular India, as well thousands fall ill. Most forecasts about this El Nifio sug-
as the northeastern part, have so far re- ° gest that thisevent will gain in strength and
mained largely unaffected by heatwaves, persist through the rest of the year. This
though long-term climate projections sug- Thesenumbers  eans that its influence in causing heat-
gest that this might not remain the case in are widely waves could be felt next year too. Histori-
the future. A2023 report by IMD on heat-  consideredtobe  cally, the frequency and severity of heat-
wavesand cold wavescitedstudiesthathave  ynder-estimates, ~WavesinIndia have been found tobe more
suggested that southern India could be ex- because not all than average in the year immediately suc-
periencing severe heatwaves by the end of h ceeding an El Nifio event.
this century. These studies also suggest heat- stchcases are “Thetime series of frequency, duration
waves have been becoming more frequent reported. and maximum duration clearly indicate a
andintenseinthelasthalfcentury,andtheir ~ m———————————— correlation between El Nifio events and

eStatesreporting highest heat-related deaths

2018 | 2019 | 2020 2021 | 2022
38 | 90 | Mo | 91 | 130 |
176 | 17 | 50 35 | 130
107 | 156 | 98 = 43 | 62
64 | 215 | 53 57 | 78
126 | 159 | 5 | 37 | 90
97 | 128 | 50 @ 22 | 47
42 | 88 | 23 33 | 47
40 | 8 | 13 15 | 38
56 | 46 | 23 | 14 | 27
5 | 33 | 7 2 |27

SOURCE: PARLIAMENT QUESTIONS

heat waves over India. It is clear that most
of the years with above average heat wave
activity over India are the years following
ElNifio events,” the 2023 IMD report noted.

Heatwave as disaster

Asmany as23statesinIndia are now af-
fected by heatwaves. Each one ofthem, and
hundreds of cities, now implement a heat
action plan during summers. These plans
are mainly about implementing solutions
like making cool water available at public
places, creating shelters and shaded places,
revising the school, college and office tim-
ings, distribution of hydrating solutions,
and halting non-essential outdoor activ-
ities, including construction, at least during
peak hours. These plans have had varying
degrees of success.

Still, hundreds of people die every year
due to heat-stroke and other heat-related
diseases, and thousands fall ill. These
numbers are widely considered to be
under-estimates, because not all such cases
are reported.

Incidentally, a heatwave is not yet con-
sidered a notified disaster under the Dis-
aster Management Act in India. The Six-
teenth Finance Commission, which
submitted its report last year, recom-
mended that both heatwaves and lightning
be included as notified disasters.

In practical terms, this will enable the
state governments to use the money in
their State Disaster Response Fundsto pro-
vide relief and assistance to people affected
by heatwaves and lightning. This was a
long-pending demand of the states, con-
sidering rising instances of heatwaves in
India and increasing expenses in imple-
menting the heat action plans.

Reliable link, shorter trip: Promises of direct Jammu-Srinagar train

Arun Sharma
Jammu, April 30

RAILWAY MINISTER Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Thursday flagged off the first direct Vande
Bharat Express from Jammu to Srinagar,
which will not only provide all-weather con-
nectivity between the UT capitals but also
reduce travel time. It takes 6.5 to 7 hours to
travel by car via the Jammu-Srinagar na-
tional highway (NH44), which can be closed
for days due to landslides during rain and
snowfall. With the train, the journey will be
completed in just under five hours.

Vande Bharat’s schedule

The train with 20 coaches will operate six
days a week from May 2 (except Tuesdays).
Thisis an extended operation, asthe Vande
Bharat Express with eight coacheshasbeen
operational on the Katra-Srinagar section
since June 2025.

The extended train will depart from
Jammu Tawi railway station 6.20 am and
reach Srinagar at 11.10 am, covering a dis-

* Journey under five hours

Baramulla
“r._ g Srinagar

Fa%

. Banihal

. Reasi
“iKatra

f]émmu
Tawi

tance of around 266 km. From Srinagar, the
train will depart at 8 am to reach Jammu
Tawi by 12.40 pm. With brief halts at Katra,
Reasi and Banihal stations, it will ease press-

ure on vehicular traffic on NH44 and pro-
vide reliefto thousands of daily commuters.

Feat of engineering
Movingthrough deep gorges and densely

Longroad
totrains

® The Himalayas are
young, and the geo-
logically unstable
Shivalik Hills and Pir
Panjal mountains lie
inthe seismically
most active Zones IV
andV.

® The terrain is diffi-
cultand sees heavy
snowfall, and it pres-
ented serious chal-
lenges in construc-
ting bridges and
tunnels.

forested valleys in the backdrop of the Shi-
valiks, Pir Panjal and the Himalayas, the elec-
trically propelled engine-hauled Vande Bha-
rat covers various engineering marvels.

The 111 km-long Katra-Banihal stretch
includes 27 tunnels and 49 bridges, includ-
ingtheworld’s highest Rail Arch Bridge over
the Chenab River, and India’s first cable-
stayed rail bridge over Anji Khad. While the
Chenabbridge is 35 m higher than the Eiffel
Tower, the bridge over Anji Khad has at its
heart an inverted Y-shaped pylon or bridge
pillar that climbs 193 m above its founda-
tion, which is more than double the height
of the Qutub Minar.

The rail line passes through India’s lon-
gest tunnel, measuring12.77km, connecting
Khari with Sumber. It also includes the
country’ssecond and third-longest tunnels.

Challenges and innovations

More than 205 km of motorable roads
were built for Rs 2,000 crore to transport
heavy machinery, construction material,
and workers to construction sites.

In view of the challenges faced in con-
structing highly complex tunnels and huge
bridges in unstable mountainous terrain,
railway engineers devised anovel tunnelling
method to prevent any structural problems.

With heated windshields, advanced heat-
ing systems and insulated toilets, the train
remains operational and comfortable for
passengers through the year. Its piping sys-
tem is such that the water supply cannot
freeze even at -10 degrees Celsius tempera-
tures. During winter, a snow-clearing loco-
motive moves ahead of the train. Seismic
dampers have also been installed to absorb
tremors in this high-risk seismic zone.

The railway line has also provided the
people of Kashmir a means to transport
commercial goods such as apples, dry fruits,
pashmina shawls and handicrafts to other
parts of the country in the shortest possible
time and at a much lower cost. While more
than five lakh people have travelled via the
Vande Bharat between Katra and Srinagar
so far, nearly two crore kg of apples have
been transported from Kashmir to Delhi.

How AmbedKkar laid the foundations of India’s modern labour legislation
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EXPERT EXPLAINS

RITESH JYOTI

THE AUTHOR IS AMASTER’S STUDENT AT AZIM
PREMJIUNIVERSITY. HE WORKS WITH BAWS.IN,
A LIBRARY OF AMBEDKAR’S WORKS.

BHIMRAO “BABASAHEB” AmbedKkar, the
architect of the Constitution and indepen-
dent India’s first Union Law Minister, began
his political journey by organising the Inde-
pendent Labour Party to address the issues
of the labouring classes in colonial India.
But his concerns went beyond material con-
ditions. For him, labour must be able tolive
a life that allows the development of their
human, cultural and spiritual potential.
In1942, nearly amonth before thelaunch
ofthe Quit Indiamovement, Ambedkar was
appointed as the Labour Member in the
Viceroy’s Executive Council, where he intro-

duced a slew of pathbreaking legislation for
the welfare of labour or the working classes.
This included reduction of working hours
from 12 to eight, maternity benefit for
women workers, provident fund for em-
ployees, paid leave and dearness allowance,
compulsory recognition of trade unions,
housing and medical facilities for workers,
employee state insurance, and many more.

Ambedkar’s experience as the Labour
Member (1942-46) is reflected even in the
making of the Constitution, particularly on
the provisions related to labour. For in-
stance, through Article 39, the Constitution
directs the State to design policies to ensure
“adequate means to livelihood for all its
citizens, and equal pay for equal work for
both men and women”.

Through Article 43, it directs the State
“to secure, by suitable legislation or econ-
omic organisation or in any other way, to
all workers, agricultural, industrial or
otherwise, work, a living wage, conditions
of work ensuring a decent standard of life
and full enjoyment of leisure and social and
cultural opportunities™.

Most importantly, the Constitution ac-
tively seeks to eliminate the glaring econ-
omicinequalities by stating “that the owner-

ship and control of the material resources of
the community are so distributed as best to
sub serve the common good; that the oper-
ation ofthe economic system does not result
in the concentration of wealth and means
of production to the common detriment”.

Awatershed moment

Inthe colonial era, particularly after the
World Wars, industrialisation began to ex-
pand in the Global South, pushing vast
masses out of agrarian, feudal set-ups into
alabour-driven capitalist economy.

Thiswasalsoatime whenllittle attention
was given to the interests of labour. Against
this backdrop, Ambedkar’s contributionsto
labour legislation marked a watershed mo-
ment for the Indian labour movement. Dur-
ing his tenure as Labour Member, India set
importantbenchmarksin labour rightsand
moved towards meeting global standards
for protections that workers are entitled to.

Also, in 1942, a Tripartite Labour Con-
ference was held in New Delhi — the first
of its kind in India’s history — where gov-
ernment, employers and employees came
together to discuss their problems.

Aschairman of the conference, Ambed-
kar ensured that labour and management

came face-to-face as equals. The conference
marked a new phase in the relationship be-
tween industry and labour, laying the foun-
dation for the evolution of labour policy.

The conference also aimed at the formu-
lation of a uniform labour code and raised
concerns about placingitin the Concurrent
List. As Ambedkar noted, if there was no
central legislation, each province might
frame its own laws “by allowing Provincial
considerations to dominate over consider-
ations of general and national importance”.

These conferences took place regularly
between 1942 and 1946.

Ambedkar’s efforts also led to the forma-
tion of the Labour Investigation Committee
in early1944. This first-of-its-kind fact-find-
ingbody examined critical aspects of labour
life such as wages, working conditions,
housing, and broader social realities, creat-
ing an evidence-based framework for future
social security policies.

Labour welfare measures

Ambedkar’s experiences during his 1943
visit to Chota Nagpur to see thelives of mine
workers translated into policy some years
later. A Bill he introduced in the Central As-
sembly (as the Lower House of Parliament
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was called during British rule) led to the es-
tablishment of the Mica Mines Labour Wel-
fare Fund in 1946 to support welfare
measures for workers in the mica mining
industry. This led to similar welfare funds
created for workers in other industries.

Another key amendment followed in
1946, when Ambedkar pushed for a provi-
sionrequiring mine owners to provide sep-
arate bathing facilities for male and female
workers. He framed it as a matter of notjust
hygiene but dignity.

Even before becoming a Labour Member,
Ambedkarhad been raising theissue of ma-
ternity benefits in the legislature, arguing
thatwomen must not be forced to choose be-
tween livelihood and birth. The Maternity
Benefit Act of 1929 reflected these efforts and
stood as one of his earliest interventions on
theissue, even before such protectionswere
widely taken up at the international level.
This framework was strengthened through
amendments in 1943 and 1945, which clari-
fied benefits and expanded both the dur-
ation of leave and wage support, especially
for women working in mines.

Ambedkar’s legacy

Through amendments to existing laws,

new protections for women workers, and
measures around compensation and wel-
fare, Ambedkar laid the foundation for a
more inclusive labour policy. These efforts
did not just address immediate concerns
but set the ground for future legislation on
health, maternity benefits, and protection
against industrial accidents.

Major changes were brought through
amendmentsto the Factories Act, address-
inglong working hours and the absence of
basic welfare measures for workers. At the
same time, he ensured that this reduction
would not lead to any cut in wages or dear-
ness allowance. While India earlier had
longer working hours, the new framework
moved towards the global norm of a 48-
hour workweek.

Ambedkar’s untiring efforts to secure
these safeguards for labour in the pre-inde-
pendence legislations and in the Constitu-
tion bears testimony to the champion of la-
bour rights in him. But despite this, he was
clear about one thing: labour rights cannot
survive on reforms alone. He believed that
tosustain therightsthey have achieved, they
must have representation in politics.
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JHARKHAND STATE RURAL ROADS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (JSRRDA) Falamu - |FERRIRBUE |\ igong L 54| B8 P
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¥ i JH1SAECD L042-PMGSY Road Janum Tola To
Latehar | Chandwa |-y s L024-RED ROAD TO SERAK 124 | 118.19 | 7.65 1| 3akibgsn) | Faban T g Gadaitungi st e | ik
10 | Latehar g : MAN LOZZ-PWD ROAD TO HNAWATOLI 2.78 263.36 | 21.26 | Z84.61 6.00 12 I
| | | 44 | Sahibganj | Taljhari [JM12AECO | PMIANMANY, 000 by Road Raksisthan to Balko | 335 | 257.25 | 27.03 [1085.84| 22.00 | 15
THIGIAN: 096 -CHAOTA BOSKRDOM T0 ' : o . | JHISAECD | / 2025-26 |LO45-PMCSY ROAD Chamdl Pachare
Pakur | Amrapara | "y " 500 PAHARIYATOLA 1 B7.58 | 7.32 ' Sahibganj | Taljhari 37 To  Talme (Panek) 0.565 A0.53 | 7.57
Pakur | Amrapara | IR LO27-PAKODIH TO BURUTOLA 0.875 | 7371 | 6.26 {| | sahibganj | Tatjhari |JH139EC0 Lkt e Foad Naldyant Toud 3 | 233.08 | 24.57
Pakur | Amrapara | JUGIAN-|  JH-6-  [OZS-PAKUDIF SCHOOL TO R =gy s 5 Total ( Road) | 220795 |25.912.8|2,287.8( 26, 180.8
21 595,48 | 12.00 15 |« =
T o A T A
JHT1GJAM- ' ’ 5 o
F =Ml I't) ; i d i . . — - - - : , : : —
akur Amrapara XCL-006 b s i M ot HLhs i g * The bid should be submitied online in the website pmgsytendersjhrgov.in, The bidders should have valid Digital Signature Cerfificate for onhine submmssion of bid.
Pakur | Amrapara J;gﬂ%’;‘ LO32-TILJHARI TO PAHARIYA TOLA 1 B4.19 | 8.9 { Details ofbid submission is s undes
: = ! Procurement Officer | Place of Opening Availability of tender Last dane & fime of | Last date and time | Drate & wiime of opening
Pakur Littipara J.Fl;é"#'ip; IH-16- ;ﬁ?ﬂﬁ;&ﬂ% singarsi PWD Road To 1.35 13211 A | i ton=fine) for bidding seeking clarifichiion | of bid submiszion (on-line) of tendes
i From Ta lechmeal bid Froancial bid
22| Fakur | Liteipara |STRSSCES | PALARMAN ‘fﬁf@fﬁsﬂfiﬁ;ﬁaﬁkhphar 192 | 355.18 | 27.88 | 824,52 | 17.00 | 15 | 1 . . i ; = % -
TH1BJAN- | (2025-26) =5 | Engineer m Chief, Engineer in Chief 12.05.2026 01.06.2026 19.05.2026 07.06.2026 01,06, 2026 T be nformed
Pakur Littipara TKE-D15 LO65-Pipra road to Ganduparta 3.25 280.25 | 26.3 ' ISREDA, Ranchi JSRRIA, Ranchi at 1Lk AM upta 500 FM upte 200 PM uptn 500 PA i 15,30 PN late
Pakur Littipara J_:_'l‘;édﬁf: Eﬁ;ﬂﬂﬂiﬁﬁdﬁgﬁiﬁg:; Road To 3.5 793.49 | 21.76 E :‘r;‘:;:ﬂ;:':gn?.:'::.;:.l'L_.f:::‘.:1{;::::';'1';;{::1 suhmit bid, kowever the swccessfil hidders nust ger vegistered in apprapriote class with appropriale authorin: before gigning the
0 THIBJAN- 16~ . : ' o o . e
Pakur | Littipara | “Tup nag Fiﬂlrﬁ’.ﬁﬂ LO76-5akala School to Kesripahar 2.3 201.8% | 16.67 i Note:= | Amount of Bid Security should be taken as mentioned in the Bid Data Sheet of Ihce_Bldn.lmﬁ Docutment. o o i
23 > — TH16JAR- | - I-PAK -03 [[085-Chitlapharm Drajmath Road 972,65 | 10.00 13 12, Costof Bid Doc ument i Rs. 10000) and Hid Security {as I'_I'II'."I'I'!I“.'II'II:L{ in the H!d Dhata .';1-|:IJEE1:I 5 al_l he clc-En.l;lh::I online in form as mentioned 10 Bid Data Sheet
akur Liktipara TKE-037 | (2025-26) |To Jitalpur 1.2 112,18 & BY ' failing which the bid will be treated non responsive and action shall be taken as per Sec. 2of 1TB clause 12.2(d),
THTEIAN: (567 Pakariva BT Boad 6 ¢33 Incase, itis found, even after the award of work that the bidder has submitted’ uploaded any false/erroncous/ fraudulent starement’document, he/she is liable for
Pakur Littipara | "1y nop Bargarm h? 1.2 296.54 [ 23.18 i blacklisting and forfeiture of Bud Security, o _
P RETEECEL . 4, Bidders must submit GST registration certificate without which bidis hiable o be rejected.
Pakur Ma.hers.hpu Hljrgig']l tf;#;ﬂ?ﬂf;’gﬂaﬁzﬁm Baramasia | 5 gy 2521 | 12.34 Ve E'ié]dﬁh whose names appear in the Debarblacklist of RWD or any department of Gol/Gol (including JSERDA ) shall not be allowed to participate in the above
i ' ids.
pakyr | Maheshpu | JH16JAN- | JH-16- |LO3D-Pwd road Sahargaram to 2.7 249 12.75 o 0. Bids submutted by bidders, who have long pending ATR(s) made inordinate delay in execution of earhier allotted construction’ maintenance works of PMGS'Y,
24 r ACL-008 | PMJANMAN |chilgaon malphahriya 751.33 | 16.00 5 | may be rejected summanly. _ _ - ] _
Pakur Maheshpu | JH16JAN- | - lI-PAK-04 [LD31-Pwd road to pakripada 7 167 .44 | 14.28 i 7, Incase ofany discrepancy dispute about umits in BOO), units as mentioned in Current SCR on which BOO has heen prepared shall previal _ _
r XCL-010 | (2025-26) |malphahriya : ' 1 &, Participating bidders are free to submit one time grievances, if any, agaimst the decision of technical evaluation within five days from the date of uploading of
Pak Maheshpu | JH1GJAN- L032-RED road to birkitti phariya 0.6 17.318 .05 ' decision of technecal evalustion only through email al jh-cefwpmgsy.nic.in Grievance submitted atter stipulated penod shall not be considened.
o X r XCL-012 tola A : . P § Il_ilidnmlalgl_lus! have valid registration with Employee Provident Fund orgamization under EPF and Mizcellaneous Provisions Act 1952 failing which the nd shall
ishramp | JH17JAN2 L5 -Wanshakti aarapur reo road I e
Palamu ur P ACPOZY hatai to pachghara tgh 4.433 411.21 | 38.71 10 Bidders must not quote rate for routine maintenance. The amount for routine mamtenance as indicated in the Bill of Quantitics must be acceptable to bidders.
Bishramp JH”;&‘E JH=17- [Construction .:.|rh|-|,|_, Bridee over i 1L. ll-;-irl'l.llﬂéaiilr]r:::dﬁjids.n:*n;1mlim.:n:t_t|'i}:wi-tv-'illberlei L1i:edJnhn:1 dej:ufj:edh:r'tmet:id_dcrnt rhcniqmﬁ_ﬂff_ﬂgmnmnt.
[=E1] PMHMH 5 10 M |_ t _-‘I 550 1 Lu.ll_ qd_?&m—n zﬁﬁ._dﬁ, 3_{” : L LA ili] B‘F‘!i.l. il Fesery I."!-i. 12 i I:_I-EEI'I.-L'E' e1en L"FEI E|I1'r-.' 5 'l.!.'rﬂ W il _\I;]:'-'Il'l_l% Fl-ﬂli!lf!'! LOS TEA S 0T )
13 G ur 20B « [1-PAL -0 |€E€,ﬂpﬂzc?-.fatc5&cmw;?a$m Sinjo B 1001.71 | 21.00 18 i Adlothier detatls can be seen i the ﬁlddmg docoment which is available in websiie pmgsytendersjhr gov.in as per schedule mentioned above,
X f 2025-26 [Construction of H.L, Bridge over i Engineer-in- Chicl
Fatampy. | BHNRIMR, | JH1AATCS Thiki Nala at ch-2280m in LOZ3- 52.600m | 28029 | 3.03 | Rural Works Department- Cum-
Khumbhi Khurd More To Theki Road ! PR 378848 (Rural Work Department) 26-27 (D) JSRRDA, Ranchi

epaper.indianexpreﬂﬂ:’:é&?ﬁ .. .
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PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001)
Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website:- www.pspcl.in, Contact NO. 96461-55525

E-Tender Enq. No. 7800/P-3/EMP-13307 Dated 28.04.26

Dy.Chief Engineer/ Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP,

Roopnagar invites E-Tender ID No. 2026 POWER 167167 1 for

Procurement of Spares for ID Fans( Exchangeable vane). For

detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 29.04.2026/03.00 PM onwards.

Note: -Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online
at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

=

FaFcL

to

| No. 11076/PB RTP-48/26

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Letter No:-DRMW/C/AGRA/PARKING/E-AUCTION/2026 Dated: 28.04.2026
E-Auction Notice

On Behgalf of the President of India, The Sr. Divisicnal Commearcial Managear-
Morth Central Raibway-Agra invites E-Auclion as per calegones given as under-

The Brihanmumbai Eleetric
Ssupply & Transport Undertaking

(OF THE BRIHANMUMBA] MAHANAGARPALIKA)

TENDER NOTICE

E-tenders are Re- invited for the supply of following items.

(1) 81514, (2) 81516, (3) 81558, {4) 81560, (5) 81565, (6) 81293.

Note: For more details, log on to
website https://mahatenders.gov.in

PRO/AAM(M)/17/2026 GENERAL MANAGER

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
7 Director General and all Ranks of

3 RISTAT AT HUScT

faHi® - 30/04/2026

Henferd s fAfder I=rar = : 09/2025-26
U P gRT ORI U fAfder = ¥ 09/2025-26 & A=ied
IR FdeT U= SIS d UAIS B D1 S~ [y 25.05.2026 IR
6.00 TS A%, Jd YU HIATAT H STH HRH &1 [y 27.05.2026 IR 4.00 T
dP, dP-Ie! 98 WA &t fdfd 29.05.2026 IURTE 3.00 I TH fa<iig fog
Qe B Y 09.06.2026 UTd: 11.00 T g1 37 7 HA AT S8R

TYTId g |

HHI® :- 18

stfafs g sifar-qdia, s

Famgury: Farking ll Auction Gala!nrgun Ifl-:-_ I_:".-'I.HHING-ECIEE -4

E-ﬁ-uui‘lun Start Date and Tlme'

Asast Deballs: Achhmere:dn, Relbway | o o b b Thids 12:00

Station, Circulating Area- Two Wheelers

E-Auction End Date and Time:
and Four Wheealars Parking.

Date:- 14.05. 2026, Time:- 12:30

E-Auction Start Date and Time

Asset Details: Bhuteshwar Railway Date:- 14 05.2026. Time:- 12:00

Station, Circulating Area- Two Wheelers
and Four Wheelers Parking.

E-Auction End Date and Timo:
Dt 14,05 2026, Time:- 12:40

E-Auction Start Date and Time
Date:- 14 .06 2026, Time:- 12:00
E-Auction End Date and Timo:
Data:- 1405, 2026, Time:- 12:50

Asset Details: Mathura Jn. Railvay Station,
Znd  Entry  Circulaling Ares- Passenger
Carmying Commercial  Vehickes: (PCEW)
parking i.e, Bus, Autos, Taxis (Cars), Parking

Mote: Prospective bidders are requested fo visit E-Auction Leasing Maodule on
IREPS website [www.ireps.gov.in). The Lot-wise details are available therain

umder the above mentioned Catalogues Mumber,
[§] Morth central railways @ www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Road,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001. CIN :
U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427.

Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that gold ornaments pledged with
under mentioned branches of the company for the period upto 30.06.2025 & All other 6
months tenure gold loans up to 30.09.2025 and EMI gold loans due up to 31.03.2026.Also
those gold loans where interest is due and not paid up to 31.03.2026 are also included in
this auction. Which were overdue for redemption and which have not been redeemed so for

in spite of repeated notices will be auctioned on 03.06.2026 from 10 am onwards.
Auction Date: 03.06.2026 - ETAWAH DISTRICT - ETAWAH: 4413001162, 4413001255,

3002002705,
3002002894,
3002002992,
3002003056,
3002003506,

3002002851,
3002002943,
3002003022,
3002003075,
3002003562,

3002002852,
3002002945,
3002003040,
3002003076,
3002003563,

4413001366, 4413001379, 4413001593, 4413001636, 4413001643,
4413001730, 4413001743. Auction Date: 03.06.2026 -

FIROZABAD: 3002002146, 3002002499, 3002002502, 3002002618,
3002002820,
3002002912,
3002003013,
3002003064,
3002003514,

3002002869,
3002002954,
3002003053,
3002003432,
3002003564,

FIROZABAD

4413001665,
DISTRICT -
3002002627,
3002002871,
3002002990,
3002003055,
3002003472,
3002003576,

Rajasthan State Seed & Organic Certification Agency
TSRAN T & U6 Sifereh YHIUNERTOT HEe

1. a6 /¥1/26/1855
IIIrd Floor, Pant Krishi Bhawan, Janpath, C- Jaipur - 302005 (Raj.), INDIA

-
Phone: 0141-2227104, Fax: 0141-2227456

Website: www.agriculture.rajasthan.gov.in, Email: dir.rssopca@rajasthan.gov.in

F.1(92)/RSSOCA/Store/2023/52 Dated: 24.04.2026

E-Procurement Tender Notice

The Bids for Supply of Satin/white color tags & Ribbon consumbales etc. are
online invited from interested bidders approx cost amount Rs. 2.55 Crores up to
12:00 PM of dated 13.05.2026. Other terms and condition of the bids may be
viewed the on website of department http://www.agriculture.rajasthan.gov.in and
SPP Portal website http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in & http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
UBN No. - SCA2627GLOB00002 Sd/-

DIPR/C/7617/2026 Director

ﬂ INSS]E(]?TOR Border Security Force remember its

_ MUKHTIYAR gallant Subordinate officer Sub

-.:. SINGH Inspector Mukhtiyar Singh on his

k L 01.07.1948 — |Balidan Diwas. On this day, he sustained

01.05.1993 |fatal injuries while fighting militants in

- Pulwama, J&K and made supreme
sacrifice in the line of duty.

HEAD Director General and all Ranks of

CONSTABLE |Border Security Force remember its

! PREM SAGAR |gallant Jawan Head Constable Prem

@ 01.02.1972 — |Sagar on his Balidan Diwas. On this day,

i 01.05.2017 |he sustained fatal bullet in counterpart

HEAD
CONSTABLE
H T KANTARAJ
19.02.1964 -
01.05.2011

. i firing in area of Rajouri, J&K and made
ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
Director General and all Ranks of
a Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawan Head Constable H T
Kantaraj on his Balidan Diwas. On this
~d | day, he sustained fatal injuries while
fighting armed miscreants on Indo-BD
Border in Malda area, West Bengal and

succumbed to it, during evacuation to District Hospital Balurghat.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

7IDG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn

| Veer Balidani

Constable |tribute to Constable Harjeet Singh of 3 Bn,

Harjeet Singh who made the supreme sacrifice while

3 Bn trying to save his drowning colleague in

10-04-1938 To POOHCh, J&K on 1 May 1961. #CRPF

01-05-1961 |salutes the braveheart and pledges never
to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable Usha Ranjan Dev
Barma of 4 Bn, who made the supreme
sacrifice after being injured by a

Veer Bahdanl
Constable Usha
-.,., Ranjan Dev
Barma 4 Bn

-

o

(] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY
Tender Notice no. 01 of Year 2026-27

Sealed open lendars ara invited by
Divisional Rallway Manager (S&T),
MN.E. Railway. lzatnagar. for and on
behalf of the President of India for thi
following works:- Description of
works:- 1. Alteration in existing
Electronic. Interlocking of make
Hitachi 5T3 and alhar miscalaneous
signalling werk in connection with
private ziding al Bhopatpur station of
{zzatnagar Division., Approx. value:-
T 46,92 556310, Earnest Money:-
7 83,800, Completion Period:-
3 Months., Description of works:-
2. Provision of Coach Guidance
Dizplay System at & Statlons (BRY,
BPR, KHMA. BLOR. FGR & KMJ) of
|ZM Dhivision., Approx. value:-
T 2898792551, Earnest Money:-
2 5,39 800, Completion Period:-
9 Manths., Date & time of closing of
e-tander:- 19052026 at 11:00 Hrs.
= The tender can be viewed al website
http://www.ireps.gov.in. = All
relevant papers must be . uploaded
at the time of participaling in
a-tendanng.

ar. Div. Signal & Telecom. Engineer
CPRO/Signal-20 lzatnagar

o Mot smoke Bidi'Cizarette in train

[®] North Eastern Railway

Open Tender Notice

Mg SrDEE-THD-BSE-2026-27-T0F Dare-27.14.2020
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer
TR, Morth Eastern Balbway, Varanasi
for and on behalf of President of Indis,
invites sealed "OPEN" E-Tender for the
following work:

S UL Name of work @ 25KV (BHE
Electrification work in connection with
provision shunting neck at Madhosingh
parallel to main line (North side of
Givanpur end) for shuntmge of Ballasi
:iil,llllg MN.E R:lii.-.'-.:'|:_r_ Varanagi
Dnvision, Tender Relference Mo,
SrDEE-TRD-BSB-2026-27-T02,
Approx, Cosi : T 95212 882,11,
Earnest Money @ 7 1,990,500/, Cost
af tender docoments ; Hs. Ml
E-Tender Closing Date and Time :
1 .05 2026 up to 14:45% Hrs,,
Completion Period : & Months

|

= Open E-Tender Online will be
submitted upte 1445 Hrso oon date
L.O5 2024, « For full detasls and
submission of bid kindly visit the
oiTecial website of  Indian Railwavs e

WWWireps.gov.in.
S, Dinvisienal Electrical Engineer TR

CPROE =29 Norih Fastern Radlway, Yarsnsi
Do not travel with inflammable articlein train

UDAIPUR SMART CITY LIMITED

| T Irl.r.
NIT No. :- USCL/2026-27/050

1 Abhay Command and Control Centre Building, Nagar Nigam, Town Hall, Udaipur (Rajasthan) 313001
Tel: 0294-2425325, Website: www.udaipursmartcity.in E-mail: uscl2016@gmail.com

Date :- 27/04/2026

Notice Inviting Bid

The Bid for the “Project Management Consultant for Assisting the Udaipur

04-03-1962 To
01-05-1988

VN

sacrifice g0 in vain.

militant during Naka duty on 1 May
1988 in Punjab. #CRPF salutes the
braveheart and pledges never to let his

Smart City Limited to Design, Develop, Manage and Implementation of projects
of USCL" of Rs. 242.68 Lac of procurement, invited from interested bidders up to
18/05/2026 at 02.00 PM. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the
procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.) of

PN ;- 28,04/ 2026

T - n'lmmﬁ.u.&um-msma - 44
HiieTensel foifire) et &, 06/2026-27

RIS & RTSAUT HElGd Bl AR A ARAYR [dHTd UTeIRor, H Suger sl
ud faf=1 fawmrt # E1/EWSD-1 #oft H ol ddeel 9 FeiRa go H
¢RI RT3 FeT 01 B ¥ TS FIRIETG o ) S § |
B UG @i dl fa=Tia 3Mfe Frgof faavor 995 http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
https://bhda.rajasthan.gov.in Ud http://sppp.raj.nic.in portal TX ST ST AT
gl

ffaer | Hefd fa=dt ff U&R BT AT http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in Td
http://sppp.raj.nic.in TqqF BT dATh PN |

UBN faa%m:— 01. WAQ2627WLOB00023
T BT 26/ 1728

ftvemet afErre

UJINWALY, Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006
_,;I"'r Telephones: 01135-27T63808, Fax: 0135-2763508

CIN No. U4 D1URZ0D1SGCO25866 Website: www.ujvnl.com
Letter Mo: 362 Short- Term Tender Notice Date: 30/04/2026

Difice of the Executive Engineer (C&M) MB-llJoshivara, Uttarkashi invites
sealed and separate bids from interested parties. Brief summany of tenders
IS given below

Tender No: O01/EE(CEM)MB-lliJoshiyara/2026-27. Name of work:
RepairMaintenance and related civil works of foatpath at Gyansu Bastl on
the right bank of Joshivara Barrage, Uttarkashi.

Tender Mo : OZ/EE({CEMMB-IlJoshivaraf2026-27. Mame of work:
cleaning of drainage sumps and sedimentation gellenes of Joshiyara
Barrage of MB-Il HEF at Jashivara, Utiarkashi

Estimated cost: Rs. B30.200.00 and Rs 1808532300 respectively
(Excluding GST).

Date of availability of bld document onwebsite ;. 5.00 PMof 01.05.2026
Last Date for submission ofbid : 16.05.2026 Upte 11:00AM

For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website “ujvnl.uk.gowv.in"

Executive Engineer (C&M) MB-Il Joshiyara

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY™

JL//\ HO.: "

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Lance Naik | Constable
Sunil Kumar e | Inderjit Singh

31 Bn 'l e 31 Bn
== |

11-03-1951 To = 12-04-1964 To
01-05-1989 . 01-05-1989

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to two valiant troopers
of 31 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice while countering an attack
by LTTE rebels in Vavuniya, Sri Lanka on 1 May 1989. #CRPF salutes
the bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

1DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable Basant Kumar Mehdi
of 132 Bn, who was seriously injured in a
militants' attack in Srinagar and breathed
his last on 1 May 2010. #CRPF salutes
the braveheart and pledges never to let
Ihis sacrifice go in vain.

| Veer Balidani
Constable
Basant Kumar
Mehdi 132 Bn
104-01-1987 To
01-05-2010

[@] North Eastern Railway

Open E-Tender Notice NER-LIN-2126-80

& NER-LIN-1126-81
On behalt of the Presideni of India,
Duvisional Railway Manager/
Engincering, MNorth  Eastern Bailwiay,

Lucknow, mvites online fender for (he
following  work, detail of which s
s wriven below ;

the state.
UBN No.:UNP2627SLOB00014
Raj.Samwad/C/26/1807

Chief Executive Officer
Udaipur Smart City Limited

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TEHDEFI ND'HEE Hn DH.I'EDEE-EUE? Dated: Eﬂ.l'{lth"EDEE
Invtl:atlnn of TEﬂdars thmugh E-Prm:ur-amcnt systum

Principal Chief Materials Manager, Horthern Rallway, New Delhl
and-on behalf of the President of India, invites e-tenders through e-procurement
system for supply of the following items ;-

= 110001, for

- ; Foat Closing l
EE_“T&nﬂm P.lm-j : Briof Dascription City. Date
TT260001A] 10125MM CURVED SWITCH THICK

ot RGEC WER 1800 S5ET . 26-05-26
ENAMEL SYNTHETIC, EXTERIOR, .

0 | 09263032 FINISHING, WHITE 45144 LTR | 01-06-26

03 | 09262505 | SNUBBER SPRING | 2340 NOS | 09-D6-26

04 | 02262202 | SELF PRIMING MONDBLOCK PUMP | 3732 NOS | 22-06-26
BATTERY BOX FOR NON-AC

05 | 02261935 COACHES 110 V 565 NOS 13-07-26

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Note : 1. Vendors may visit the IREPS websaite Le. weww lreps. aowvin for &% =
details. 2. No Manual offer will be entertained. ¥

1456/2026

E|,';_.'"

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001. CIN :
U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427.

E-Tender Mo, : MER-LJIN-Z026-3l),
Name of Work § NER-LIMN Division:-
GD:- Laving of pipeline Tor

interconnection of ROC Overhead Tanks

Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that gold ornaments pledged with under mentioned branches of the
company for the period upto 30.06.2025 & All other 6 months tenure gold loans up to 30.09.2025 and EMI gold loans due up to
31.03.2026.Also those gold loans where interest is due and not paid up to 31.03.2026 are also included in this auction. Which were
overdue for redemption and which have not been redeemed so for in spite of repeated notices will be auctioned on 03.06.2026 from 10

3002003588, 3002003604, 3002003647, 3002003797. Auction Date: 03.06.2026 -
MAINPURI DISTRICT - MAINPURI: 4438000847, 4438000904, 4438000957, 4438000975,
4438000991, 4438001007, 4438001010, 4438001016, 4438001042, 4438001043,
4438001185.
Auction will be conducted at respective branches. please note if the auction does not
get completed on the same day due to any reasons, the same will be conducted on
13.06.2026 at 10.00 am onwards at ETAWAH DISTRICT - ETAWAH: FIRST FLOOR,
DOOR NO.1042, HARSH NAGAROPP TO PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK,
NAURANGABADCOURT ROAD, ETAWAH-206001, UTTAR PRADESH .The bidders are
requested to produce photo id card ,Pan card .The successful bidder should transfer
the money through RTGS.

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD

Government of Rajasthan

Election Department
No. 1874 Date: 24.4.2026

Corrigendum

With  reference to NIB No.1719 (UBN  No.-
ELE2627GLRC00003) dated 09-04-2026 for ¢ Printing &
supply of PVC Personlized Elector’s colour Photo Identity
Cards (EPICs) and Printing of voter Manual Kit including
envelope, welcome letter and user manual’, which bids were
invited up to 30-04-2026, the last date of Submission of above
bid has been extended to 06-05-2026 till 03.00 PM and date of
opening the bid has been extended to 06-05-2026, 04.00 PM.
Due to technical error in the BOQ uploading.

Bidders who have been submitted their bid already may revise (If
required) their bid up to last date and time.

above Corrigendum may be visited on the portal
http://sppp.raj.nic.in, http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in of the
state and https://election.rajasthan.gov.in Departmental
website.

Sd/-
Officer on Special Duty

DIPR/C/7507/2026-27 Election Department, Rajasthan

DEPARTMENT OF NEW &
RENEWABLE ENERGY
(DNRE), HARYANA

Akshay Urja Bhawan, Sector-17, Panchkula
PHONE: 0172-2585766
Email: hareda@chd.nic.in Website: www. hareda.gov.in

| SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice No. MIT/M4/26M1 7, Dated: 28.04.2026
Sr,| Tender Description Tander aty.
Clasin
Nal No. mw
1 | aazstsssc Kit for Locking Arrangeament for | p4.052028 |62392
centre pivot pin consisting of 3items | At 10:30 hrs | Set
o . 1B.052026 | 120
03262688 | Secondary spring (Outer) AL 10:30 hre | Nos
4.5 KW Underslung Constant | 15052026 |38
3 104232408 | \roltage At 10:30 hrs | Nos
Composite Grooved Fubber Sole
4 |oE2e0118A Flates 10 mm thick for wider PSC | 15052026 |23491385
sleepers to use with 60kg (UIC) & | A110:30 hre |Nos
S2kg rails
19.05.2026 | 700
5 |05265144 | HHT (Hand-Held Terminal ) Tablet AL10:30 hes | Nios
; . ; 21.05.2026 | 383
6 02261793 | Set of maintenance kit for Drip cup At B8 hes | Sed
2nd TOH Kit for ELG] Make | 28052028 |55
T |9328873 | e o pressor Maodel RR20100 AL 10:30 hrs | Set
Raibway resarve the rght o issue any corrdgendum io the fenders.
Corrigendum & impaorfant Motice to vendors may be seen in the link
wwwLireps.gov.in. AMMAV
CPR/M0/60 S.E.C Rly, Bilaspur

& Replacement of existing CO pipelineg in
Stotion, Girspe & other Coldony af Gonda,

Estimated Cost : Rs, 970768470, 2802003129, 2802003131, 2802003138, 2802003147, 2802003156, 2802003178, 2802003225, 2802003227, 2802003264
Parmest Money ¢ Rs. . 194 700.00. 2802003274, 2802003285, 2802003293, 2802003325, 2802003438, 2802003482, 2802003495, 2802003508, 2802003514,
Canigletion Period : 9 Manths 2802003916, 2802003917, 2802003974, 2802004066, 2802004076, 2802004117, 2802004218, 2802004294. AGRA-MAYUR
e N T I e g COMPLEX: 2762001647, 2762001652, 2762001653, 2762001691, 2762001694, 2762001708, 2762001711, 2762001716,
= ENCEL 0, = AR LS 2762001717, 2762001729, 2762001737, 2762001743, 2762001749, 2762001756, 2762001785, 2762001809, 2762001845,
(Two Packet), Name of Work : NER- 2762001849, 2762001905, 2762001906, 2762001959, 2762001980, 2762002010, 2762002015, 2762002051, 2762002057,
LIN Division:- Construction of service 2762002063, 2762002106, 2762002113, 2762002137, 2762002139, 2762002158, 2762002159, 2762002168, 2762002400,
building, providing high level platform. 2762002418, 2762002445, 2762002504, 2762002505, 2762002518, 2762002539, 2762002573, 2762002653, 2762002657,
PP Shelter, Toilet. circulating area 2762002700, 2762002736, 2762002738, 2762002844. AGRA-SANJAY PLACE: 2834002271, 2834003012, 2834003152,
carihwork in formation with supply of | | 2834003200, 2834003206, 2834003213, 2834003220, 2834003263, 2834003278, 2834003280, 2834003283, 2834003296,
Sliketing islenal. otei AV Euianiia 2834003323, 2834003332, 2834003379, 2834003415, 2834003470, 2834003515, 2834003596, 2834003605, 2834003619,
MANKEHNG . materi o I 2834003624, 2834003652, 2834003689, 2834003699, 2834003702, 2834003756, 2834003759, 2834003761, 2834003807,
station in sanction work of Conversion 2834003873, 2834003888, 2834004014, 2834004214, 2834004252, 2834004303, 2834004310, 2834004428, 2834004455,
of Itaurjha halt into three line 2834004495, 2834004615, 2834004741. FATEHABAD ROAD AGRA: 4423001491, 4423001565, 4423001607, 4423001613,
crossing station in LIN-STP scction 4423001921, 4423001937. RAMBAGH: 4529000055, 4529000062, 4529000090, 4529000129, 4529000148, 4529000161,
(Civil Work), Estimated Cost 4529000194, 4529000209, 4529000212, 4529000214, 4529000221, 4529000223. SIKANDRA-AGRA: 4366001976, 4366001988,
R 11.60.9%.59% &6 Earnest Money : 4366001992, 4366002034, 4366002061, 4366002094, 4366002103, 4366002109, 4366002151, 4366002160, 4366002167,
Rs. 33.22.000.00, Completion 4366002182, 4366002195, 4366002210, 4366002228, 4366002237, 4366002281, 4366002289, 4366002326, 4366002344
Period - 18 Mouths 4366002352, 4366002364, 4366002404, 4366002405, 4366002408, 4366002419, 4366002424, 4366002425, 4366002474,
rind ;Lo Mo 4366002488, 4366002495, 4366002496, 4366002499, 4366002501, 4366002520, 4366002524, 4366002532, 4366002556,
1. The tender for the above tender nuimber 4366002566, 4366002586, 4366002612, 4366002621, 4366002622, 4366002652, 4366002668, 4366002808, 4366002900,
NER-LJN-2026-80 & NER-LIN-2026- | 4366003030, 4366003040, 4366003095, 4366003098, 4366003120, 4366003177, 4366003178, 4366003192, 4366003197,

81, can be uploaded up w1500 brs, on
206,058,206 and this tender will be opened
phler 15:00 hes, on the same dav, 20 All
the information related minimyum
gualification, complete detmls of terms
:|||||.| ;,'-.'-|'|||ir:|||::~. |||' r|||:' .||':-.'-'.'|._' I|.'|'||:||.'|' i
gvailable on Worth Eastern Razbway
wibaile  wwwirepspgovin.  Tenderer
should read the corngendum (F any)
avitilible on the website related to this
tender information hefore  oploadimg
the tender form and be sure o toke
info consideration as well

[hiv. Railway Manager{Engg.l

CPROW-05  Nerih Eastorn Raifway Tocknow

Do not travel with inflammable article in train

NAVI MUMBAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT PVT. LTD.

Expression of Interest (EOI) for Construction of

proposed GA Hangar - No 3 at NMIA at Navi Mumbai

Sr,
MNo.

Reference

CORRIGENDUM NO.1
Dated 28" April, 2026

Applicants are requested to note the following changes/ modifications in the EQl document:

Original Clause

Modified Clause

T | ReferSection b
Response to EOL
Submissions and
Communication Sr. Mo.6.4
onpage Bof15

Response to this ECIshall be
submitted on or before

28" April, 2026, 15T 17:00
hours ("Submission Dace®)
thrnuqh g-Paortal

Response tothis EQlshall
be submitted onor before
5 May, 2026,I15T17.00
hours ("Submission Date”)
through e-Portal

PRE-BID MEET FOR ARRANGING RATE CONTRACTS
FOR SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND COMMISSIONING
OF GCRT SOLAR POWER PLANTS (WITH AND
WITHOUT BATTERY BANK) AND OFF-GRID SOLAR
POWER PLANTS

The Department of New & Renewable Energy,
Haryana intends to arrange rate contracts for supply,
installation and commissioning of Grid Connected
Rooftop (GCRT) Solar Power Plants (with and without
battery bank) in Govt. buildings, Gaushalas’, Social
Sector institutes etc., Solar High Mast Lights and
off-grid solar power plants for un-electrified Dhanis’. The
Department of New & Renewable Energy, Haryana has
prepared indents for these systems and the same are
available on the official website of the Department i.e.
www.hareda.gov.in

Accordingly, comments from the prospective bidders
are invited on these draft indents. Prospective bidders
are requested to send their comments to this
Department by 03.05.2026 through e-mail
(hareda@chd.nic.in) or post. Comments received up to
03.05.2026 shall only be entertained.

Thereafter, a pre-bid meet will be held in the
HAREDA office on 05.05.2026 at 11:00 AM with the
prospective bidders.

For any enquiry w.rt. these indents, Sh. Ajit
Kumar/Sh. Suresh Kumar, Project Officer, may be
contacted at 9872955129/9888329860 on all working
days from 10:00 AM to 04:00 PM.

No. 44868/HRY Director, DNRE

Refer Section 3:
Financial Information as
per Farm [l: (&),
Revenues: page 5of 15

s

Auerage annual revenues
certified by Applicant's
statutary auditor, from PEB
works in India oroverseas, for
the last 03 (three) Financial
Years (as defined hereinafter),
preceding the Submission Date
{as defined hereinafter) shall
be more than INR 400 million
(Rupees Six hundred million)
hioweaver, with the precondition
that the annual revenue
(certified by Applicant's
statutory auditor) inany one
af the last 03 (three) Financial
Years mentioned above, must
be more than INR 000 million
(Rupees Six thousand million),
The Applicant shall provide
revenue figures for the
previous 03 (three) Financial
Years preceding the
Submission Datein Form |l of
this EDI.

Average annual revenues
certified by Applicant’s
statutory auditor, from PEB
woarks inindia or overseas,
forthelast 03 (three)
Financial Years (as defined
hereinafter), preceding the
Submission Date

(as defined hereinafter)
shall be more than INR 400
million (Rupees Four
hundred million) howewer,
with the precondition that
the annual revenue
{certified by Applicant’s
statutory auditor) in any
one of the last 03 (threae)
Financial Years mentioned
above, musk be more than
INR 600 million (Rupees
Six Hundred million).

The Applicant shall provide
revenue figures far the
previous 03 (three)
Financial Years preceding
the Submission Datein
Form || of this EOL

of the EQ| Documenks.

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged, This Corrigendum MNo.1 shall form part

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

am onwards.

AGRA DISTRICT - AGRA-KAMLA NAGAR: 2802003026, 2802003029, 2802003071, 2802003095, 2802003116, 2802003121,

4366003222, 4366003225, 4366003280, 4366003285, 4366003375, 4366003400, 4366003431, 4366003473.
Auction will be conducted at respective branches. please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to
any reasons, the same will be conducted on 13.06.2026 at 10.00 am onwards at AGRA DISTRICT - AGRA-MAYUR
COMPLEX: FIRST FLOOR, KPS TOWER , 1, AGRA MATHURA BYE PASS, NEARTULSI TALKIES (ICICI BANK) , AGRA, UTTAR
PRADESH , 282005 .The bidders are requested to produce photo id card ,Pan card .The successful bidder should transfer the
money through RTGS.

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD
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TRUMP IS SLATED TO RECEIVE A BRIEFING ON PLANS FOR A SERIES OF FRESH MILITARY STRIKES, REPORTS AXIOS

Khamenei says country
will protect its nuclear
and missile capabilities

Jon Gambrell
Dubai, April 30

IRAN’S SUPREME leader said
Thursday that the Islamic Re-
public will protect its “nuclear
and missile capabilities” asana-
tional asset, likely seeking to
draw ahardline as US President
Donald Trump seeks a wider
deal to cement the shaky cease-
fire now holding in the war.
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khame-
nei, speakingin awritten state-
ment read by a state television
anchor as he has since taking
over as Iran's supreme leader,
struck a defiant tone, insisting
the only place Americans be-
longed in the Persian Gulfis “at
the bottom of its waters" and
thata “new chapter” wasbeing
written in the region's history.
However, his remarks come
asIran'soilindustry has begun
to be squeezed by a US Navy
blockade halting its oil tankers
from getting out to sea.
Meanwhile, benchmark
Brent crude for June delivery
reached as much as $126 a bar-
rel in trading on Thursday as
Iran maintains its chokehold

v
Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah
Mojtaba Khamenei

on the Strait of Hormuz, the
narrow mouth of the Persian
Gulfthrough which a fifth of all
crude oil and natural gastraded
passes.

All thisis putting additional
pressure on the world's econ-
omy as Trump likely weighs
how torespond. “By God’s help
and power, the bright future of
the Persian Gulf region will be
a future without America, one
serving the progress, comfort
and prosperity of its people,”
Khamenei said in the state-
ment, read like all others since
he reportedly was wounded in
the February 28 attack that
killed his father, the 86-year-old
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. AP

Iran threatens ‘painftul’
response if US attacks

Humeyra Pamuk
& TalaRamadan
Washington, Dubai,
Islamabad, April 30

IRAN SAID on Thursday it
would respond with “long and
painful strikes” on US positions
ifWashington renewed attacks,
and also reasserted its control
over the Strait of Hormuz, com-
plicating US plans for a coali-
tion to reopen the waterway.
Efforts to resolve the con-
flicthave hitanimpasse, with a
ceasefire in place since April 8
but Iran still blocking the strait
inresponse to a US naval block-
ade of Iran's oil exports, the
country's economic lifeline.
US President Donald
Trump is slated to receive a
briefing on Thursday on plans
for a series of fresh military
strikes on Iran to compel it to
negotiate an end to the conflict,
a US official told Reuters.
“We've seen what happened
to your regional bases, we will
see the same thing happen to
yourwarships,” Aerospace Force

Charles, Camilla bid farewell to

the Trumps as US state visit ends

Turnaround in
US-Britain ties

Reuters
Washington, April 30

BRITAIN’S KING Charles and
Queen Camillabegan wrapping
up their four-day state visit to
the USwith avery quick stop by
the White House to bid farewell
to President Trump on Thurs-
day.

The official reason for the
royal trip was to mark the 250th
anniversary of the USwinningits
independence from British colo-
nial rule, cueing multiple wry
jokes from Charlesin speechesto
Washington’s elite about
being on the losing side of the
American Revolutionary War.

But it was also designed to

UK raises national
terrorthreatlevel
after the stabbing
of two Jewish men

Associated Press
London, April 30

THE UK government on Thurs-
daysaid thatthe countryisfacing
an antisemitism emergency and
pledged to increase security for
Jewishcommunitiesafterastring
of arson attacks and a double
stabbing that have sparked fear
and anger among Jews.

The country's official threat
level from terrorism was raised
from substantial to severe after
Wednesday's stabbing attack in
London. This means intelli-
gence agencies consider an at-
tack highly likely in the next six
months. PM Keir Starmer said
that his government “will do
everythingin our power tostamp
this hatred out” after two Jewish
men were seriously injured in a
stabbing in north London.

d

President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump greet Britain’s
King Charles lll and Queen Camilla at the White House on Thursday. A

mend what Charles called in
Tuesday's state dinner with
Trump an “unbreakable bond”
and “indispensable alliance” be-
tween the two countries, lately
strained by the UK, alongside
other European allies, declining
to join the two-month-old US-

Israeli war against Iran.

It seemed to work. Trump
told reporters how fond he was
ofhis “great friend” Charles after
theirdinner: “Whenyou like the
king of a country so much, it
probably helps your relation-
ship with the prime minister.”

A man holds a flag with pictures of the former and current supreme
leaders of Iran, in Tehran on Thursday. ReuTERS

Commander Majid Mousavi was
quoted by Iranian media.

Inasignthe USwasalsoen-
visaging a scenario where hos-
tilities cease, the State Depart-
ment cable invited partner
countriestojoinanew coalition
called Maritime Freedom Con-
struct (MFC) to enable ships to
navigate the strait.

“The MFC constitutes a criti-
cal first stepin the establishment
of apost-conflict maritime secur-
ity architecture for the Middle
East," said the cable, which was
due to be delivered orally to
partner nations by May 1.

France, Britain and other
countries have held talks on
contributingtosuch a coalition

but said they were willing to
help open the Strait only when
the conflict ends.

Lebanon issue

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araqchi and Lebanese
Parliament Speaker Nabih
Berri held a phone call on
Thursday to discuss develop-
ments in Lebanon and the re-
gion, as well as the Islamabad
negotiations process.

Araqchi said halting Israeli
attacks on Lebanon formed
part of the Iran-U.S. ceasefire
understanding and would re-
main a key issue in any future
process, according to his Tele-
gram account.

Mediator Pakistan was try-
ing to avoid escalation while
the US and Iran exchange
messages on a potential deal, a
Pakistani source said on Wed-
nesday. Iran'slatest offer for re-
solving the war would set aside
discussion of its nuclear pro-
gram until the conflict is for-
mally ended and shipping is-
sues resolved. REUTERS

Trump says US may reduce tr()ops_
in Germany amid feud with Merz

Associated Press
Washington, April 30

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump
on Wednesday leveled a new
threat against NATO ally Ger-
many, suggesting he could
soon reduce the US military
presence there as he continues
to feud with Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz over the US-Israel
war against Iran.

Trump made the threat
after Merz earlier thisweek said
that the U.S. was being “humili-
ated” by the Iranian leadership
and criticized Washington’s
lack of strategy in the war.
Trump has also repeatedly
railed against NATO for the al-
liance’s refusal to assist the U.S.
in its two-month-old war.

“The US is studying and re-
viewing the possible reduction
of Troops in Germany, with a

German Chancellor Merz

determination to be made over
the next short period of time,”
Trump posted on social media.

Merz had said Wednesday
that his personal relationship
with Trump remained “as good
as ever,” but he had “had
doubts from the very beginning
about what was started there
with the war in Iran.”

During his first term in the
White House, Trump also
moved to cut US troops in Ger-
many because he said the

Mamdani’s advice to Charles: Give

priceless ‘1

Jeffery C. Mays
New York, April 30

HOURS BEFORE greetingKing
Charles III in lower Manhattan
on Wednesday, Mayor Zohran
Mamdani was asked about the
royal visit during anews confer-
ence in the Bronx.

The mayor quickly distanced
himself, saying that he would be
attending a ceremony at the
Sept. 11 memorial “alongside a
number of other elected offi-
cials” and that would be the ex-
tent of his interaction with the
king. But what would he say to
Charlesiftheyweretohavea pri-
vate meeting?

“Iwould probably encourage
him to return the Koh-i-Noor
Diamond,” Mamdani said.

The mayor’s decision to in-
vokethe105.6-caratdiamond —
taken from an1i-year-old Indian
prince in the 1840s when India
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Britain’s King Charles interacts with New York City Mayor Zohran
Mamdani during a visit to the 9/11 Memorial. REUTERS

was a British colony and pres-
ented to Queen Victoria — was
in character. Mamdani wasborn
in Uganda, also once part of the
British Empire, to Indian par-
ents who have helped to shape
his political views. His father,

Mahmood Mamdani, is a lead-
ing scholar of anticolonialism.
His mother, Mira Nair, is an
award-winning filmmaker
whose movies have examined
the colonial experience. India
has lobbied for the diamond,

India

part of the crown jewels in the
Tower of London, to be re-
turned. Mamdani is also the
city’s first democratic socialist
mayor, and he has said his goal
is to uplift the city’s working-
class residents. “The mayor,”
said Joe Calvello, his spokesper-
son, “isgenerally opposed tothe
idea of a king.” It’s not the first
time that Mamdani hasweighed
in on international politics.

The mayor, a staunch oppo-
nent of the Israel-Hamas war in
the Gaza Strip and asupporter of
Palestinian rights, said before
winning the mayoralty that he
would call for the Police Depart-
ment to arrest PM Benjamin
Netanyahu of Israel ifhe cameto
New York City. Mamdani did
greet Charles at the memorial,
where they exchanged pleasant-
ries and where the king and
Queen Camilla left a bouquet of
flowers. NYT

country spent too little on de-
fence. In June 2020, Trump an-
nounced he was going to pull
out about 9,500 of the roughly
34,500 US troops who were then
stationed in Germany, but the
process never actually started.
The US has several major
military facilities in the
country, including the head-
quarters for US European Com-
mand and US Africa Com-
mand, Ramstein Air Base and
Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center, the largest American
hospital outside the US.
Merzmetwith Trump atthe
White House in March, justdays
after the US and Israel began
their bombardment of Iran. At
the time, Merz told Trump that
Germany was eager to work
with the US on a strategy for
when the current Iranian gov-
ernment no longer exists.

Chinese minister
to Rubio: Taiwan
biggestrisk inties

Reuters
Beijing, April 30

CHINA AND the U.S. should
prepare for “important high-
level exchanges”, Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yi said in a
call with US Secretary of State
MarcoRubio on Thursday, while
warningthe Taiwanissueis “the
biggest point of risk for relations.

“The Taiwan issue concerns
China's core interests,” Wang
told Rubio, adding that the US
should “keep its promises and
make the right choices in order
toopen up new space for China-
US cooperation and make due
efforts for world peace”, an offi-
cialsummary of the call released
by Wang’s ministry showed.

The phone conversation
came weeks before an ex-
pected mid-May summit be-
tween Trump and Xi Jinping
in Beijing.

* BRIEFLY
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J Craig Venter, who decoded
the human genome, dies at 79

Faaet A

Scientist & entrepreneur
JCraig Venter

| JCRAIG Venter, ascientistand
entrepreneur whoraced todecode
the human genome, died on Wed-
‘ nesday in San Diego. He was 79.
His death was announced by the J.
Craig Venter Institute, a nonprofit
research organization founded by
Venter and based in San Diego and
Rockville, Maryland. The institute
said in astatement that Venter had
been hospitalized recently for side
effects from cancer treatment.
Inthe 1990s, Venter, arisk-taker
and intense competitor, made a
bold move when he decided that

the Human Genome Project, a $3
billion government program for decoding the human ge-
nome, was moving slowly enough that he could enter the

race late and beat it with a much faster method.

SINGAPORE
Indian-origin
woman, 2 others
fined for protest

AN INDIAN-ORIGIN woman
was amongthree
Singaporean activists, fined
USD 2,341 each on Thursday
for organising a procession
outside the Presidential Pal-
ace toshow solidarity with
Palestine,local media
reported. The High Court
overturned the acquittal of
the three women, Malay-ori-
gin Mossammad Sobikun
Nahar, 26, Siti Amirah Mo-
hamed Asrori, 30, and
Indian-origin Annamalai
Kokila Parvathi, 37, accused
of organising the procession
on February2,2024, The
Straits Timesreported. AP

NYT

MYANMAR

Former leader
Suu Kyi moved
tohousearrest

MYANMAR'S DETAINED
formerleader Aung San Suu
Kyi hasbeen moved to house
arrest, state mediareported
on Thursday, over five years
after the country's military
ousted acivilian
governmentled by the
Nobel laureate and
imprisoned her.Suu Kyi, 80,
hasbeen detained by the
juntasince and her where-
abouts have been unclear
amid adeadly civil war that
wastriggered by the Febru-
ary 2021 coupthathas
engulfed much ofthe
impoverished Southeast
Asian nation. REUTERS

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

PAKISTAN
Eightinjured in
‘shelling’ by
Afghan Taliban

EIGHT CIVILIANS, includ-
ingwomen and children,
were injured in cross-
border shelling allegedly
carried out by Afghan Tali-
ban forces at aresidential
border areain Pakistan's
northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province, po-
lice said on Thursday.

The shelling hit the houses
in Angoor Adda, aborder
region of South Waziristan,
late Wednesday. PTI

NEPAL

17 killed asjeep
plunges into
gorgein Rolpa

AT LEAST 17 people were
killed Thursday when ajeep
skidded off a hilly road and
plunged intoagorgein Ne-
pal's Rolpadistrict, police
said. The accident occurred
inthe Jaljala area of
Thawang rural municipal-
ity. The private jeep was
hired by locals travelling to
attend the Baisakh Purnima
festival on Friday at Jaljala,
accordingto police inspec-
tor Sunil ThapaNepali. PTI

Pakistan Navy inducts
its first Hangor-class
submarine in China

Press Trust of India
Islamabad, April 30

THE PAKISTAN Navy on
Thursday commissioned its
first Hangor-class submarine,
armed with state-of-the-art
weapons and advanced sen-
sors, at a ceremony held in
Sanya, China.

"The commissioning of the
first Hangor-class submarine
marks another chapter in the
time-tested and enriching
friendship between Pakistan
and China," the army said in a
statement.

President Asif Ali Zardari,
who is on a visit to China, at-

tended the event as the chief
guest. Chief of the Naval Staff
Admiral Naveed Ashraf and
senior officials from the Pakis-
tan Navy and People's Liber-
ation Army (Navy) were also
present on the occasion.

President Zardari termed
the commissioning a "historic
milestone" in Pakistan Navy's
modernisation, reaffirming his
country's resolve to maintain a
robust, balanced and credible
defence posture.

He said that Pakistan s fully
capable of defending its sover-
eignty, protecting its maritime
interests, and securingits econ-
omic lifelines.

e CHARLES LIEBER, ARRESTED IN 2020 FOR LYING ABOUT CHINESE PAYMENTS, WAS CONVICTED IN 2021; HE SERVED MINIMAL PRISON TIME AND MOVED TO SHENZHEN IN 2025 TO LEAD CHINA'S BRAIN-INTERFACE RESEARCH

Convicted former Harvard sci

David Kirton
Shenzhen, April 30

AN AMERICAN scientist con-
victed of lying to US authorities
about payments from China
while he was at Harvard Univer-
sity has rebuilt his research lab
inShenzhen to pursue technol-
ogy the Chinese government
has identified as a national pri-
ority: embedding electronics
into the human brain.

Charles Lieber, 67, isamong
the world’sleading researchers
in brain-computer interfaces.
The technology has shown
promise in treating conditions
such as ALS and restoring
movement in paralyzed pa-
tients. But it also has potential

military applications: Scientists
at China’s People’s Liberation
Army have investigated brain
interfaces as a way to engineer
super soldiers by boosting
mental agility and situational
awareness, according tothe US
Defense Department.

Lieber was found guiltybya
jury and convicted in De-
cember 2021 of making false
statements to federal investiga-
tors about his ties to a Chinese
state program to recruit over-
seas talent, and tax offenses re-
lated to payments he received
from a Chinese university. He
served two days in prison and
sixmonthsunder house arrest,
and was fined $50,000 and or-
dered to pay $33,600 in restitu-

tion to the Internal Revenue
Service. During the case, his de-
fense said he was suffering
from an incurable lymphoma,
which was in remission, and he
was fighting for his life.

Three years after he was sen-
tenced, Reuters has learned
that Lieber is now overseeing
China’s state-funded i-BRAIN,
or the Institute for Brain Re-
search, Advanced Interfaces
and Neurotechnologies, with
access to dedicated nanofabri-
cation equipment and primate
research infrastructure unavail-
able to him at Harvard. The lab
isan arm of the Shenzhen Medi-
cal Academy of Research and
Translation, or SMART.

“I arrived on April 28, 2025

Charles Lieber leaves federal court in Boston. FiLE/REUTERS

with a dream and not much
more, maybe a couple bags of
clothes,” Lieber said of his move
to China ataShenzhen govern-
ment conference in December.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

“Personally, my own goals are to
make Shenzhen aworld leader.”

Lieber, through an assistant,
declined an interview request,
citing “current commitments.”

He didn’t respond to written
questions from Reuters.

SMART last year appointed
Lieber as an investigator, ac-
cording to a post on i-BRAIN’s
website dated May 1, 2025.

In 2011, Lieber was named
the world’s top chemist of the
preceding decade in a set of
scientific rankings published by
Thomson Reuters, the parent of
Reuters. Some analysts say
Lieber’s ability to reconstitute
his laboratory after a federal
criminal conviction for lying
about his ties to China shows
how U.S. safeguards on technol-
ogy with potential military uses
haven’t kept pace with Chinese
government effortstoacquireit.
That concern is amplified be-

cause of Beijing’s military-civil
fusion strategy, whereby civilian
scientificresourcesand research
are shared with the military:.

“China has weaponized
against us our own openness
and our own efforts for innova-
tion,” said Glenn Gerstell, a
nonresident senior adviser at
the Center for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies and former
general counsel of the U.S. Na-
tional Security Agency from
2015 to 2020. “They’ve flipped
that and turned it around
against us, and they’re taking
advantage of it.”

The Chinese Ministry of
Science and Technology and the
defence ministry didn’t respond
to questions about China’s de-

entist rebuilds brain computer lab in China

velopment of brain-computer
interfaces. SMART and i-BRAIN
also didn’t reply to requests for
comment about their research
and the recruitment of Lieber.
In Shenzhen, i-BRAIN in
February installed a deep ultra-
violet lithography system made
by semiconductor-equipment
giant ASML (ASML.AS), opens
new tab, according to the lab’s
website. The Dutch company’s
machines print the tiny circuits
essential to cutting-edge chips.
At Harvard, Lieber used shared
lithography equipment at the
university’s Center for Nanos-
cale Systems. The center serves
morethan 1,600 users annually,
according to its website.
REUTERS
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AFTERMARCH ORDER ASKED PIPED GAS CONSUMERS TO GIVEUP LPG CONNECTIONS

Houscholds with both LPG, PNG
connections under govt scanner

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, April 30

AN ASSESSMENT is underway
to identify households that are
currently holding both
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
and piped natural gas (PNG)
connections, followinga March
14 government order that
barred household consumers
from holding both types of gas
connections.

The order was among the
measures announced by the
government to encourage
households to increase PNG
use and reduce pressure off of
LPG supplies, which have been
badly hit due to the West Asia
crisis. Despite the order having
been in effect for one-and-a-
half months now, only about
43,000 PNG consumers have so
far surrendered their LPG
connections.

The government expectsthe
number of consumers
holding both connections tobe
much higher, and the assess-
ment is being done to get an
accurate estimate of such con-
sumers, a senior Petroleum
Ministry official said Thursday.

“It is alow number and we
expect it to be more. The gov-
ernment has issued an order as
per which it is not advisable to
have both the connections...An
assessmentisbeing madetosee
how many people are there who
have both (PNG and LPG) con-
nections. Only after that some

decision can be taken on this,”
said Petroleum Ministry Joint
Secretary Sujata Sharma. She
did not elaborate on what could
be the next steps to better en-
force the order.

In a notification issued on
March 14, the ministry
amended the Liquefied Petro-
leum Gas (Regulation of Supply
and Distribution) Order, 2000,
under the Essential Commod-
ities Act.

The changes made it man-
datory for consumers with PNG
connections to surrender their
domestic LPG connections. The
notification also prohibited
public sector fuel retailers and
their distributors from giving
out LPG connections as well as
cylinder refills to consumers
who already have PNG supply.

This move is among a series
of measuresintended toreduce
India’s high import depend-
ency for LPG,which hasledtoa
major supply disruption due to
the West Asia war and the con-
sequent closure of the critical
maritime chokepoint of the
Strait of Hormuz. Another no-
tification issued by the Petro-
leum Ministry in March made it
mandatory for households with
access to PNG connectivity, but
still using LPG, to shift to PNG
within three months or lose
their LPG connections as well.

Such measures, the govern-
ment expects, will help free up
LPG supplies from areas that
have PNG connectivity, allow-

HUL reports 24% jump
in Q4 profit, but flags
near-term volatility

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, April 30

Despite reporting its fastest
growth in three years in Q4,
FMCG giant Hindustan
Unilever (HUL) has flagged
near-term volatility from the
West Asia conflict.

The company not only faces
a fresh challenge of balancing
price hikes and volume growth
but broader issues related to
rural demand and forecast of
weak monsoon also haveto fac-
tored in.

In Q4, rural growth was
ahead of urban growth, though
the gap between the two is
shrinking, the company said.

HUL reported a nearly 8%
revenue growth in Q4, driven
by a 7% underlying sales
growth led by volumes (at 6%),
a key indicator of real con-
sumption rather than price-led
expansion. This marks a no-
table shift from previous
quarters where growth was
more muted and often sup-
ported by pricing actions.

“We have seen a sequential
step-up in growth, driven by
decisive actions and a clear
focus on volume-led growth,”
Priya Nair, CEO and Managing
Director, HUL, said, adding
that the company expects FY27
to be better than FY26.

“Our focus remains on stay-
ing competitive and protecting
consumers despite some recali-
bration between volume and
price,” she added.

The latest numbers suggest
that the company’s strategic
pivot toward volume-led

¢ QAREPORTCARD

RURAL GROWTH was ahead of
urban growth, though the gap
between the two is shrinking

HUL REPORTED 8% revenue
growthinQ4,drivenbya7%
underlying sales growth led by
volumes, a key indicator of real
consumption rather than
price-led expansion.

THE LATEST numbers suggest
that the company’s strategic
pivot toward volume-led growth
and sharper executionis
beginning to pay off.

growth and sharper execution
is beginning to pay off.

Margins are likely to remain
within the guided range 0of 22.5-
23.5% in the ongoing fiscal. In
Q4, margins came in at 23.5%,
at the higher end of the gui-
dance, but constrained by ris-
ing input costs, analysts said.

But the Street is clearly not
enthused with HUL’s post-re-
sults commentary on FY27,
with the stock tanking over 4%
intra-day on Thursday, given
that GST tailwinds have been
reversed with the company tak-
ing price hikes (2-5%) recently
inhome-care and personal care
duetothe Iran war.

Inflation, say analysts, re-
mains a visible concern in the
foreseeable future. The com-
pany saw the full benefit of
these tailwindsin Q4, as Q3 was
marred by GST-led trade chal-
lenges. FE
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The Centre has also urged the states to help expedite the
expansion of PNG network across the country. ReuTers

ingthose volumesto reach con-
sumers in areas that currently
don’t have PNG infrastructure.
Some city gas distribution
(CGD) companies have also an-
nounced incentives like some
volumes of free gas and waiver
of connection charges to en-
courage consumers to sign up
for PNG connections.

The Centre has also urged
statesto help expedite PNG net-
work expansion, and has even
offered additional commercial
LPG allocation if they take cer-
tain specific measuresin thisre-
gard. India depends on imports
to meet 60% of its LPG require-

ment, and 90% of the imports
come from West Asia via the
Strait of Hormuz, where vessel
movements have allbut cometo
a halt. While India’s natural gas
supplies have also been hit, the
situation is significantly better
than in the case of LPG. India’s
reliance on imports for natural
gas is around 50%, and 55-60%
of LNG imports come through
the Strait of Hormuz. In the
most vulnerable consumer seg-
ment—households—India has
ahuge LPG consumer base with
33.3 crore domestic connec-
tions. FULLREPORT ON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Centrecuts
windfall tax
ondiesel &jet
fuel exports

New Delhi: The government
has significantly reduced the
export duties on diesel and avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF), or
jet fuel, in line with the price
fluctuations in the interna-
tional market.

AccordingtoaFinance Min-
istry notification, the duty on
diesel exports for the first fort-
night of May has been slashed
to Rs 23 per litre from Rs 55.5,
while on jet fuel exports, the
levy has been reduced to Rs 33
per litre from Rs 42.

The export duty on petrol
continues to be nil.

The export levies, or wind-
fall gains taxes —in the form of
excise duties — were imposed
from March 27 with the objec-
tive of ensuring adequate avail-
ability of these fuels in the
domestic market by disincenti-
vising exports amid a major
price difference between do-
mestic and international mar-
kets. Global oil and fuel prices
have surged due to the West
Asiawar.

The export duties are re-
vised on a fortnightly basis, and
this is the second revision. ENS

HAM projects: Road Ministry
tightens bidding regulations

Bidders will have to give an undertaking declaring they have not
been involved in any ‘catastrophic failure’. Reuters

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, April 30

IN A move to create deterrence
against construction related fail-
ures, the Ministry of Road Trans-
port and Highways (MoRTH)
has introduced  stricter
disqualification norms for
Hybrid Annuity Mode (HAM)
projectsto prevent “catastrophic
failures” caused by construction
defects.

The circular, dated April 29,
extends provisions earlier
applied to Engineering, Procure-
ment, and Construction (EPC)
projects to HAM contracts as
part of the ministry’s broader
push to strengthen quality in
national highway development.
HAM is a variant of the public-
private partnership model,
where the government pays
40% of the project cost during
construction and the balance
60% as annuity payments over

the operations period. Accord-
ing to the modified provision,
the bidder with a record of
catastrophic failure of any high-
way structure due to construc-
tion defects within the past two
years from the bid due date may
face disqualification in HAM
project tenders. The clause
applies to both ongoing and
completed projects.

During the evaluation crite-
ria, minus 30 marks is allocated
against catastrophic failure,
which would have impacted
project and quality substantially,
leads to loss of lives and lasting
damage to road structure requi-
ring re-construction.

According to MoRTH, cata-
strophic failures are defined as
collapse of any bridge or flyover
or underpass, embankment or
pavement failure causingloss of
serviceability of pavement, col-
lapse oflaunchinggirder or stag-
ing leading to loss of life during

o SAFETY NET

HAM IS avariant of the public-
private partnership model, where
the government pays 40% of

the project cost during construc-
tion and the balance 60% as
annuity payments over the
operations period

THE BIDDER with arecord of
catastrophic failure of any
highway structure due to
construction defects within the
past two years from the bid due
date may face disqualification

THE CLAUSE applies to both
ongoing and completed projects.

construction period, collapsein-
side of the tunnel or human
beings trapped for more than 72
hours during construction and
failure of Pavement Quality Con-
crete (PQC).

The Ministry has directed
that modified provisions should
beincorporated intoall ongoing
and future HAM bid documents.
Alongwith this, bidders will now
be required to submit a under-
taking declaring that neither
they nor any consortium
member has been involved in
any catastrophic failure from
construction defects during the
specified period.

In the last three years, major
deficiencies in National High-
way stretches have been re-
ported for 67 projects. Currently
in cases of damages to the high-
way structures, the actions are
taken against defaulting
agencies. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘India needs to elevate
itself on value curve to
attract foreign investors’

THE INDIAN economy needs
to resolve its structural chal-
lenges to become a more
attractive destination for
foreign investors even though
valuations in the domestic
stock market are now in line
with their fair value, Vinay
Paharia, chief investment of-
ficer at PGIM India Asset Man-
agement, the Indian subsidiary
of US-based financial services
major Prudential Inc, told
AKkash Mandal in an inter-
view. Edited excerpts:

Equity markets have been
confronted with one
negative event after
another. How do you
navigate such times to
outperform others?

First and foremost, I think
that the thought process that
equity should deliver high
returnsatall pointsisamyth. It
is a volatile asset class. There
are times when returns are
high, which means they (equity
markets) are running ahead of
fundamentals. There are times
when returns are low, which
means they might be running
behind fundamentals.

Now, it should not
ultimately devolve intoacircus
by focusing on temporary
performance. When you drive
acarinonelane, the otherlane
moves faster. When you move
to the other lane, this starts
moving faster. Thus, the myth
of outperformance in a very
short period of time is some-
thing we should stay clear of.

What about FIIs? Could
theyreturnto India,
especially as other
emerging markets have
seen higher flows and
returns in the recent past?
Yes, there are other markets
that have become attractive,
because of which alot of money
did flow to other markets. That
reiterates the theory that if
there is a potential for returns

Centre slashes
Vi's AGRdues by
Rs23,600crore

New Delhi: In a major relief to
the debt-laden Vodafone Idea,
the government has cut its
adjusted gross revenue (AGR)
dues by about Rs 23,600 crore,
or nearly 27%, to Rs 64,046
crore as of December 31, 2025,
following a reassessment by a
department of telecommunica-
tions (DoT)-appointed panel.

In a regulatory filing on
Thursday, the company said
the DoT had communicated
that the committee tasked with
reviewing AGR liabilities has
finalised the recomputed dues
at the lower figure, down from
the earlier frozen amount of Rs
87,695 crore.

The revised payment sched-
ule is back-loaded. The com-
pany will pay a minimum of Rs
100 crore annually over four
years from FY32 to FY35, with
the balance to be cleared in six
equal installments between
FY36 and FY41, which will be
Rs 10,608 crore annually.

The AGR dues for FY18 and
FY19, which were finalised fol-
lowing a September 2020 Su-
preme Court order, will not be
reopened. FE

e ALL FOUR OF THE US TECH GIANTS THAT REPORTED RESULTS SIGNALLED THAT SPENDING ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE WILL NOT SLOW DOWN

Google Cloud pulls ahead as Blg Tech’ Al betswells to $700bn

Reuters
Bengaluru, April 30
ALPHABET’S BLOWOUT

cloud growth has reset expecta-
tions across major tech com-
panies, leaving investors to re-
calibrate which firms are
delivering the clearest returns.
All four of the US tech giants
that reported results on Wed-
nesday signalled that spending
on artificial intelligence would
not slow down, with combined
outlays now set to surpass $700
billion this year, up from
around $600 billion previously.
Alphabet shares jumped
more than 6% in premarket
trading on Thursday, while
Meta stock fell nearly 9%.

Amazon shares rose 2.6%,
while those of Microsoft dipped
1.8%. The reactions underscore
a growing divide as the biggest
tech companies pour record
sums into Al infrastructure,
with investors increasingly
rewarding those that are trans-
lating spending into clear rev-
enue growth.

Amazon and Microsoft both
reported faster growth in their
cloud-computing revenue in
the March quarter at 28% and
40%, respectively.

Butthose paled in compari-
son to Google Cloud’d 63% rev-
enue surge, its best growth yet,
which was far above estimates
0f 50.1%. CEO Sundar Pichai
said Google’s Al tools for large

Google Cloud posted 63% revenue surge outpacmg other tech
giants Amazon and Microsoft. REUTERS

businesses had become Google
Cloud’s primary growth driver
for the first time, vindicating
Alphabet’s decision to turn its

vast research capabilities into
commercial gains. To be sure,
Google’s cloud business is
much smaller than those of

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Amazon and Microsoft and has
only inthe past several quarters
started to contribute meaning-
fully to Alphabet’s overall rev-
enue. Meta also beat quarterly
revenue expectations but
warned of potential losses from
a global backlash surrounding
children’s safety on social
media, addingto pressure from
its ballooning Al spending.
Analysts and investors be-
lieve Google is scooping up a
large chunk of new computing
demand thanks to its Al tools
for businesses and powerful
custom chips that have at-
tracted customers like An-
thropic. Pichai said Google had
started selling its Al chips,
which compete with Nvidia’s

semiconductors, directly to
some customers.

“It is capturing new work-
loads for the most part — some-
times from companies new to
cloud, often additional work-
loads from customers of other
clouds who want to be less de-
pendent on a single cloud pro-
vider or who like Google data,
analytics and Al offerings,” said
Lee Sustar, principal analyst at
Forrester. Pichai said cloud
growth could have been higher
were it not for the capacity con-
straints on computing power
that have sparked Big Tech’s
spending spree. To overcome
those shortages, the company
bumped its annual capital
spending forecast.

VINAY PAHARIA
CHIEF INVESTMENT OFFICER AT PGIM
INDIA ASSET MANAGEMENT

to be made, then money will
flow there. And the same rule
applies for India too. You can
never predict when, but when-
ever it happens, it can have a
meaningful impact on the per-
formance of the stock market.

PGIM has a fairly wide glo-
bal network with access to
executives operating across the
globe. There are a few things
that we can distill from our dis-
cussions. First, the relative at-
tractiveness of India went
down about a year-and-a-half
back simply because India’s
valuations had reached a pre-
mium compared to many other
Asian markets. Second, the
underlying fundamentals had
improved across many of the
other Asian markets. On top of
that, India’s high dependence
on crude oil imports is ob-
viously a near-term concern.

Thus, while some of these
concerns are temporary, others
are structural. The temporary
concerns are transient. Struc-
tural concerns need to be ad-
dressed, and I think they are
being addressed over a period
of time.

What are some of these
structural challenges?

IthinkIndia needstoinvest
more in research and develop-
ment. We have seen how India’s
core advantage was white-col-

* BRIEFLY

lar professionals in the IT sec-
tor, which isnow expected tobe
a little bit more of a challenge
since much of this work can po-
tentially be done by Al. So,
India needs to elevate itself on
the value curve. There is work
happening on that.

In addition, there are other
things that the government is
trying to address.

For example, the semicon-
ductor mission ensures that
India moves in the direction of
manufacturing and partici-
pates in the value chain. So,
many of these changes are hap-
pening on the ground grad-
ually, and I’'m sure investors
will take notice of them.

The market direction has
been determined primarily
by geopolitical events in the
past few months. Will this
continue or will the focus
shift to corporate earnings?
It is very difficult to predict
what the market will do in the
nearterm. Butwhatcanwedoas
investors? We cannot react to
things that bring potential
returns in our favour. So, as a
fund house, we went out and
clearly highlighted to our inves-
torsatone point of time that this
isafantastic opportunity tobuy.
We have never done that over
the last three years. About 10-15
daysback, wehad putoutanote
that said this is a great time to
buy simply because large caps
are trading at a meaningful dis-
count to their fair value, small
caps are trading very close to
their fair value, and mid-caps are
at a very modest premium to
their fair value, which meansthe
potential return has gone up.
There have been many crises
inthe pastand theirimpact defi-
nitely needstobediscussed. But
they have a very near-term
impact. And investors should
take advantage of the
fluctuations in the market.
FULLINTERVIEWON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

FDIin India may
cross $90bnin
2025-26: DPIIT

New Delhi: The total foreign
directinvestment (FDI)in
India has crossed $88 billion
during April-February FY26,
anditislikely toreach $90
billioninthelast fiscal, a top
government official said on
Thursday. DPIIT Secretary
Amardeep Singh Bhatiasaid
thatthe government has
taken aseries of measuresto
attract FDI. He said that dur-
ing April-February 2025-26,
inflows have crossed $88 bil-
lion. PTI

FinMin asks
banks to adopt
MuleHunter Al
tool of RBI

New Delhi: Financial
Services Secretary M Naga-
rajuon Thursday asked
bankstoadoptthe
MuleHunter Al tool devel-
oped by RBI at the earliest for
timelyidentification and
prevention of mule accounts
involved in financial cyber
frauds.Duringameeting

he also advised State Level
Bankers’ Committee to
sensitise the State Police
Authorities about the steps
taken by the banks for pre-
vention of cyber financial
frauds and undertake
greater public awarenessin-
itiatives, the Department of
Financial Servicessaidina
postonX. PTI

* MARKETS

StanChart to sell
bulk of Indian
credit cards to
Federal Bank

Bengaluru: Standard Char-
tered will sell a portfolio of
450,000 Indian credit cards
toFederal Bank, itsaid on
Thursday, as the London-
listed lender shifts focus to
wealth business in India.
StanChart, which earns
most ofits revenue in Asia,
Africaand the Middle East,
had about 640,000 credit
cardsinIndiaas of March,
accordingto thelatestregu-
latory data. REUTERS

Samsung chip
profitjumps
almost 50-fold

Seoul: Samsung Electronics on
Thursday reported record
quarterly profit driven by a 49-
fold jump in chip income, say-
ing it expects a severe supply
shortage to deepen next year as
clients spend on Al driving up
prices of its memory chips.

A boom in the construction
of Al data centres has spurred
Samsungand chipmaking peers
to allocate production capacity
to advanced chips that Nvidia
uses in its so-called Al acceler-
ators.“Based solely on the de-
mand currently received for2027,
the supply-to-demand gap for
2027 is set to widen even further
than in 2026,” Kim Jaejune, a
Samsung memory chipbusiness
executive, told analysts on its
post-earnings call. REUTERS
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* CROSSWORD
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ACROSS DOWN

1 Bill will be paid for this (7) 1 Moved fast when account got
5 Goon to higher things (5) inthered (5)

81t holds on when certain 2 Able to start Canadian and
confusion is about (9) finish American (3)

9 Three-figure cover (3) 3 ARussian ruler was one
10 Welshman’s platform (4) taking the lead (4)

12 Bet along striding gait is 4 He should honour his
natural to it (8) agreement to the letter (6)
14 This trainmaybe heldupby 5 Went round the bend

an attendant (6) trapped? (8)

15 Licence needed for every 6 There’s no end of cats here
thousand it appears (6) 4,2,3)

17 Emancipated worker’s carte ~ 7It’s no good by all accounts (3,4)
blanche (4,4) 111 can time railway route (9)
18 We bear it (4) 13 A block destined for hot
21Initially when to expect a water (4,4)

letter from Greece (3) 14 They polish the shock-
22 ArticlewithwhichI'minfull  absorbers(7)

agreement (9) 16 First-class student? (6)
24 Pen has the French way of 19 Some found needlessly
writing (5) lyingin a cunning way (5)

25 Sailor and his girl were
attached to Brer Rabbit (3.4)

20 The last carriage (4)
23 She’s in peak form in Crete (3)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5976 ACROSS: 1Lacrosse, 5 Flop, 9 Nurse, 10
Lancers, 11 Gamesmanship, 13 On tape, 14 Leaden, 17 Rediscovered, 20
General, 21 Token, 22 Took, 23 Prudence DOWN: 1Long, 2 Currant, 3
Overexposure, 4 Salome, 6 Leech, 7 Postpone, 8 Uninterested, 12 Not right, 15
Doeskin, 16 Poplar, 18 Dingo, 19 Once

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the
answer for the given quip.

___willalwaysbe ___, regardless oflack of understanding, disbelief
orignorance. (5...,5) - W. Clement Stone (same word twice)
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e OVERTHE HEDGE BY MICHAEL FRY & T LEWIS
: m—— 9
THE TREE YEAH...BUT IFI'M NOONE, SOTHEY'LL |G - )
TRATKNONS | UNAYBRIND: | | TGUESS. JUSTGOON |: T0BUY T LIRAUME IO
STLFF SAYS - DOING MORE | 2 CALISES EMPATHY
TOALNAYS ~ NHEN SOPEONE ANDMORE |}
BEKINDZ  DOES SOMETHING STUPID STUFF, |
STUPID?? AND THEN | !
WHERE ARE POOME
....... R || w
{

e CALVIN & HOBBES

BY BILL WATTERSON

"A BUSHEL IS A UNIT
OF WEIGHT EQUAL TO
FOUR PRCKS

| THINK IT'S TIME
TO BUY WINDOW

~_ BLNDS

e M arincoani i com

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 3s

(D21 by WarT ARARLE Tyad-dat a4 Wane cghi el

INSTRUCTIONS ' 6 8

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, every digit from
1to 9 must appearin
each of the nine vertical

columns, in each of the 5
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine

boxes. 2 ' 3 '

Q) |~ = | O

SUDOKU 6305

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 1) | ]
1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy; 1
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard;
5s = Very Hard;
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6s = Genius

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY “@K}

OPEN TENDER NOTICE

(Through e-Tender)
Mo, 35245472C Date: 27.04.2026

HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED

(A STATE GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKING
Registered Office : Vidyut Bhawan, HPSEBL, Shimla-171004 (H.P.), CIN: U40109HP2009SGC031255
GST NO: 02AACCHA4894EHZB, PHONE no : 0177-2657168 (Office and Fax) Website/Email: www.hpseb.in /cepm@hpseb.in

on the behalf of President of India e-
Tenders are invited by the Dy
CMM/IGSDINWR. Jodhpur 1. Name
of item: Roof Mounted AC package
unit {as per RDS0's Specification.
Mo: ELPSISPEC/ACI03Rav-2 with
amendment no-1& 2 for SGAC
Coaches along with control panal
(as per RDS0DYs Specification, MNo;

The detailed information is as below: -

|_ EMD T
(in %) I

i 1,00,000.00 |

Tender Document

5900.00

NOTE:

(Tender invited through e-mode-cum-e-reverse auction only)
Himachal Pradesh State Electricity Board Limited (HPSEBL) invites e-mode cum e-reverse Tender for replacement and upgradation of the existing Firewall with Next Generation
Firewall along with MFA based Remote Access VPN at Vidyut Bhawan Complex of HPSEBL, Shimla.
Technical bid will cover information relating to all aspects other than the price quoted and Financial bid will only cover the price quoted in the given Performa in this tender document.

Cost (including GST @ 18%) (3)

The detailed terms and conditions along with Tender documents can be viewed and downloaded free of cost at website https://www.hpTenders.gov.in.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

" Date of Pre-bid meeting T Start date & time of bid | End date & time of bid | Opening date of Part-I of |
purchase submission | bid
104.05.2026 (12:30 PM) | 07.05.2026 (11:00 AM) | 15.05.2026 (11:00 AM) | 15.05.2026 (03:00 PM)

No. 0204/2026/2027/HP

ELPS/SFEC/ACI04/Rev-03  with
amendment no:1) 2. Approximate
Cost of ltems; 6195000/- (Rs Sixty
Ona Lac Ninely Five Thousand
only); 3. Earnest Money to be
deposited: 123800/~ (Rs Ona Lac
Twanty Threa Thousand Nina
Hundred only); 4. Last date and
time for Submission of e-tender
Before 25.06.2026 14:25, Opening
of e-tender: After 2505 2026
1425 5. Web site from e-tender
forms can be obtalned:
wwwiireps.gov.in, 6. Address of
the NIT issuing Office: Office of Dy.
Chief. Material ManagerrGsD NWH.
Jodhpur 342001 (Rajasthan); Note: 1.
Manual offers are nol allowed
against this tender, and any such
manual offer recelved shall ba
summarily rejected, 2.Cost of
tender document & EMD online

=*
#1@;

GUVNL

250 MW capacity

~, GUJARAT URJA VIKAS NIGAMLTD

CIN U40109GJ2004SGC045195
ISO 9001:2015 Certified Company

Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan, Racecourse, Vadodara 390007
PBX: (0265) 2310582-86, www.guvnl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam Limited (GUVNL) vide RfS No. GUVNL / 250 MW / Wind
(Phase Xl) dated 30/04/2026 invites Tender for procurement of power through
Competitive Bidding (followed by reverse auction) from 250 MW grid connected
Wind Power Projects (Phase Xl) to be set up anywhere in India with an additional
under
(RfS and Draft PPA) and further details please visit www.guvnl.com and
https://www.bharat-electronictender.com. The last date of Online bid submission

‘Green-shoe Option’. For tender documents

through e-transfers i.e. through| | is 26/05/2026.
payment gateway facility on the Date: 01/05/2026
IREPS website. e G '
Folow us ot B3 | mwmaiianys 5] swRaiways_
HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
CORRIGENDUM

The critical dates and time as called vide this office Tender Notice No.
PW/SRIJ/TA/Publication/2026-27-826-30 dated 22.04.2026 for online Tenders are
hereby extended as below due to some Administrative/Technical reasons.

|_Sr. No. | Description May be read as under
| 1 [Starting date for downloading bid | 15.05.2026 at 11:00 AM instead of 30.04.2026 at 11:00 AM.

i' 2 |Deadline for submission of bid 22.05.2026 at 09:00 AM instead of 08.05.2026 at 09:00AM. |
i' 3 |Deadline for submission of bid ~22.05.2026 at 11:00 AM instead of 08.05.2026 at 11:00AM. |

All other terms & conditions will remain un-changed.
Executive Engineer,
HPPWD Division

No. 0726/2026/2027/HP Seraj at Janjehli

SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Fallow us on g @SCRallwayindia Details of the Tender Notices of
5.C Railway can be seen on our website - www.scrindianrailways.gov.in

For and on behall of the President of India, the Senicr Divisional
Commaercial Manager, Guniakal Division, South Central Railway conducts
e-Tender through hitps Senew.ireps.gov.in from the Indian nationals above
the age of eighteen years and Companias / Firms registered in India on closad

ende-Tender,

PUBMET

El Locations Date of  [Closing|
||'-I1:l. E-Tander Mo Category in catalogue  (Closing Tender| Time l
|1 PCET-2026-27-01 | Leasing of PCET | RU-SNL-RU | 21.05.2026 | 15:00 |

Interested parties and contraciors to take note of this and go through the user
manual downboad through the learning cantra (User manuals) link avaliable in

General Manager (RE)

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Road,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001. CIN :
U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427.

Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that gold ornaments pledged
with under mentioned branches of the company for the period upto 30.06.2025 & All
other 6 months tenure gold loans up to 30.09.2025 and EMI gold loans due up to
31.03.2026.Also those gold loans where interest is due and not paid up to 31.03.2026
are also included in this auction. Which were overdue for redemption and which have not
been redeemed so for in spite of repeated notices will be auctioned on 05.06.2026 from
10 am onwards.

Auction Date: 05.06.2026 - BAREILLY DISTRICT - PRIYADARSHANI NAGAR-
BAREILLY: 2455001362, 2455001487, 2455001488, 2455001496, 2455001513,
2455001515, 2455001550, 2455001552, 2455001563, 2455001604, 2455001679,
2455001680, 2455001723, 2455001759, 2455001791, 2455002117, 2455002144,
2455002161, 2455002169, 2455002202. Auction Date: 05.06.2026 -
MORADABAD DISTRICT RAMPUR ROAD-MORADABAD: 2572000978,
2572001012, 2572001098, 2572001151, 2572001166, 2572001208,
2572001302, 2572001304, 2572001309, 2572001334, 2572001340,
2572001348, 2572001377, 2572001410, 2572001442, 2572001443,
2572001494, 2572001511, 2572001512, 2572001562, 2572001579,
2572001601, 2572001676, 2572001677, 2572001693, 2572001735,
2572001752, 2572001770, 2572001787, 2572001854, 2572001969,
2572002025, 2572002203, 2572002205, 2572002304, 2572002316,
2572002325, 2572002355, 2572002384, 2572002432, 2572002521, 2572002566,
2572002579, 2572002583, 2572002621, 2572002630, 2572002662, 2572002668,
2572002680, 2572002684, 2572002698, 2572002862, 2572002908. Auction Date:
05.06.2026 - RAMPUR DISTRICT - BILASPUR RAMPUR: 4415000564. RAMPUR:
2732000879, 2732000883, 2732001068, 2732001128, 2732001137, 2732001139,
2732001152, 2732001175, 2732001182, 2732001269, 2732001284, 2732001417,
2732001493, 2732001500, 2732001527, 2732001553, 2732001555, 2732001750,
2732001974, 2732002091, 2732002199, 2732002204, 2732002243,
2732002385, 2732002436, 2732002485, 2732002500, 2732002509. Auction Date:
05.06.2026 SHAJAHANPUR DISTRICT SHAJAHANPUR: 4555000010,
4555000057, 4555000065.

Auction will be conducted at respective branches. please note if the auction does
not get completed on the same day due to any reasons, the same will be

2572001163,
2572001311,
2572001435,
2572001554,
2572001685,
2572001826,
2572002207,

2732001768,

SOLUTION SUDOKU 6304

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Rohit @ Acchu, S/o Rajender, Rlo L-232,
Raghubir Nagar, New Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR
No. 122/2021, U/s 356/379/411/34 IPC, P.S. Hari Nagar,
Mew Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said Rohit @ Acchu cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said Rohit @ Acchu has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant),

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Rohit @ Acchu
accused of FIR No. 122/2021, U/s 356/379/411/34 IPC,
P.S. Hari Nagar, New Delhi is required fo appear before
this Court to answer the said complaint on or before

09.06.2026. By Order - Ms. Moksha Bains
Judicial Magistrate First Class-11, West
DP/5565/WD/2026 Room No. 31, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

FRIDAY, MAY 1,2026 20

*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIANICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Because your communications
with others are grounded and realistic today, not only is
this a great day for discussions with others, it’salso an ex-
cellent day for writers, who will see creative ways to ex-
press themselves. Tonight: Check your finances.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Financial and business affairs
are favoured today because you'll be realistic about issues
and pay attention to details. Whatever you do might attract
money or earnings to you. Tonight: Be reasonable.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Today you want to live up to
your duties and obligations in a relationship. This is an ex-
cellent day to sit down with aloved one and talk about what
you expect from each other. The real deal. Tonight: Work.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Thisis a friendly, sociable
week, and today in particular, some of you might explore a
secret love affair or a hidden relationship with someone of
an age difference. This might involve a boss, because your
ambitions are obvious right now. Tonight: Socialise.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Today you might be attracted to
someone older. Or you might act like a guide or amentor to
someone who seeks counsel from you. A love relationship
between someone of an age difference also might occur
today. Tonight: Relax at home.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): You make an excellentimpres-
sionon parents, bosses and people in authority today. They
see you as someone who is willing to accept the duties and
obligations that others expect you to fulfil. You have charm
and grace today. Tonight: Animportant discussion.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Today, your ruler Venus is danc-
ing beautifully with Saturn, which will help you study and
learn. It will also give you the patience and attention to de-
tail to make travel arrangements. You might meet someone
fromanother culture. Tonight: Check your money.

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23):Financial discussions and
talks about inheritances, will go well. People will be reason-
able and willing to deal with practical matters. No one will
overlook details. Romance with someone older could be
passionate and memorable. Tonight: Show respect.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Thisisa solid day to
discuss the reality of an emotional relationship or any rela-
tionship that is very close to you. You will arrive at an under-
standing of mutual expectations. Define some boundaries.
Speak up about what you want. Tonight: Solitude.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Your co-workers will be
helpful. Not only will your work flow easily, you also might
see ways to improve the appearance of your workplace. A
work-related romance, especially with a boss or someone
older, might begin. Tonight: Friendships.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): Romance with someone of
anage difference s very likely. All romantic discussions will
deal with the practical aspects of the relationship — time,
place, cost, shared responsibilities, shared expenses, that
sort of thing. Tonight: You're respected.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): You might redecorate where
you live today in a way that shows a commitment to where
you are living. Whatever you do, you will do with great care
and discipline and be thorough about procedures and de-
tails. You know what you want. Tonight: Explore and learn.

n ¥
| QUIF
\PPEAR/ OF ACCUSED PERSC

oEE SECTION 84 BHARTIYA NAGARIK SURKSHA SANHITA

Whereas a complaint has been made before me thal accused
Persons Namley 1.Md.Aslam S/o Md. Zaki Rle H.No, 01, Ward
Mo. 6 near Nayab Street, Madina Colony, Nuh, Mewat, Haryana
2.Abdul Rasheed S/o Abdul Majeed Rfo H.No.72, Block-2,
Tain, Mewat, Haryana, have committed {or is suspected to have
committed) the offence under FIR No. 234/2023 Dt. 23.02.2023
Uis 420 IPC., has been registered at P.§. Neta Ji Subhash
Palace (EOW), Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the Said, 1.Md.Aslam 2.Abdul
Rasheed cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to
my satisfaction that the said, 1.Md.Aslam 2.Abdul Rasheed
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, 1.Md.
Aslam 2.Abdul Rasheed of FIR No. 234/2023 Dt. 23.02.2023
Ufs 420 IPC., has been.registered at P.S. Neta Ji Subhash
Palace (EOW), Delhi is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complaint on or before 01.06.2026.

By Order

Ms. Upasana Satija
CJM (North West), Room No.108
Rohini Court, Delhi

DP/5425/[EQOW/2026
{Court Notice)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Jagannath, S/o Dina Nath, Rio H.No. 7031, Gali No. 2,
Mata Rameshwari, Nehru Nagar, Tank Reoad, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
in case FIR No. 570/2015, U/s 498A/406/354/34 IPC, P.S.
Sadar Bazar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant
of arrest thereupon issued that the said Jagannath cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Jagannath has absconded (oris
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hersby made that the said Jagannath
accused of FIR No. 570/2015, U/s 498A/406/354/34 IPC,
P.5S. Sadar Bazar, Delhi |s required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before

01.06.2026. By Order - Ms. Manya
Judicial Magistrate First Class

Mahila Court (Central-02), Room No. 273

DP/5661/N/2026 2" Floor, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 82(2) (ii) Cr.P.C./84 BNSS)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s)Lalit S/o Lala Ram Rfo H. No. 522, Street No. 11,
Station Block, Prem Nagar-Ill, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have commitied) the offence in case FIR No.
646/2019 U/s 25/54/59 Arms Act, PS Prem Nagar, Delhi
and it has been returned to a Warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused person{s) Lalit can not be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said accused person(s) Lalit has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
person(s) Lalit of case FIR No. 646/2019 U/s 25/54/59
Arms Act, PS Prem Magar, Delhi is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or before
dated 01.06.2026. By Order

shagun

Ld. Judicial Magistrate First Class
Room No. 109, First Floor

Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/5332/RD/2026
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused person Rinku S/o Kalicharan R/o Dinesh ka
Makan, VPO Pooth Khurd, Delhi has committed (or is

suspected to have committed) the offence case FIR No.

369/2019 W'S 33 Delhi Excise Act at P.5S. Shahabad
Dairy, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest

thereupon issued that the said Rinku cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
Rinku has absconded (or is concealing himselfto avoid the
service of the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 84 Bhartiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita has been initiated in the case.
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Rinku accused
of FIR No. 369/2019 U/S 33 Delhi Excise Act at P.S.
Shahabad Dairy, Delhi is required to appear before this

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C./84 BNSS)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused Vikky @Radi @Parmjeet S/o Santosh Singh R/o
H. No. 336, Gali No. 5, Mandawali, Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No.
408/2017 U/s 324/506/34 IPC, PS Mandawali, Delhi and it
has been returned to warrant of arrest there upon issued that
the said accused Vikky @Radi @Parmjeet cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said accused Vikky @Radi @Parmjeet has absconded (or
is concealing himself to avoid the service of said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that Vikky @Radi @Parmjeet
in FIR No. 408/2017 U/s 324/506/34 IPC, PS Mandawali,
Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before 01.06.2026.

the left navigation bar of the home page of IREPS site to understand e-Tender
procedure and paricipate. And for further clarifications, bidders may approach
office of Senior Dwisional Commercial Manager, South Central Railway,
Guntakal.

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Guntakal

A180

should transfer the money through RTGS.

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD

conducted on 16.06.2026 at 10.00 am onwards at BAREILLY DISTRICT - Cr[-'ll.lﬂ to answerthe said cmmplafnt on U'9+EE+EUE'E; By order
PRIYADARSHANI NAGAR-BAREILLY: FIRST FLOOR, MOHINI TOWER , A-25/26 ; . Shri Sachin
, PRIYADARSHANI NAGAR (NEAR RAM JANKI MANDIR), ABOVEHDFC BANK By Order: Ms. Bharti Beniwal, . ) )

PRIYADARSHANI NAGAR BRANCH , BAREILLY, UTTAR PRADESH , 243122 .The Judicial Magistrate First Class-06 (North), Judicial Magistrate First Class-03
bidders are requested to produce photo id card ,Pan card .The successful bidder East District

Court No. 114,
Rohini Courts, Delhi.

DP/5602/ON/2026 |

DP/5620/ED/2026 Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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Sport

Parag fi.ned for | TITANSRISE * BRIEFLY
et om. HOIder’s all-round show catches

action against

emepeced (J€f€NAING champs RCB oft guard

RR captain Riyan Parag. pi

Devendra Pandey
Mumbai, April 30

THE BOARD of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) has
fined Riyan Parag 25 per cent of
his match fee and handed him
one demerit point for vaping
inside the dressing room dur-
ing Rajasthan Royals’ IPL 2026
clash against Punjab Kings in
Mullanpur on Tuesday.

“Riyan Parag, Captain, Ra-
jasthan Royals, has been fined
25% of his match fee and has
also accumulated one Demerit
Point for breaching Level 1 of
the IPL’s Code of Conduct for
Players and Team Officials dur-
ing Match No. 40 of the TATA
Indian Premier League (IPL)
2026 against Punjab Kings,” the
BCCI said in a statement.

The statement added that
Riyan was found to have
breached Article 2.21 of the IPL’s
Code of Conduct, which relates
to ‘conduct that brings the
game into disrepute.

“Theincident occurred dur-
ing the second innings when
Riyan was seen usingavapein-
side the dressing room. Riyan
admitted to the offence and ac-
cepted the sanction imposed
by the Match Referee, Amit
Sharma,” the board said.

Visuals of the incident, cap-
tured during thelive broadcast,
went viral and triggered wide-
spread debate. The BCCIadded
it “is also exploring other op-
tionstoinitiate proceedings for
stringent action against the er-
ring team, its officials and
player/s to ensure that the rep-
utation of IPL remains intact’.

However, an official said
they will first seek an explana-
tion from Parag. “We will be
seeking an explanation from
Riyanonthisissue, asvapingis
not allowed. Depending on his
explanation, the IPL will take
further course of action,” the
BCCI official told The Indian
Express.

The clip is believed to have
been recorded during RR’s 223-
run chase, shortly after Parag’s
dismissal. While the fine and
demerit point have been im-
posed, the matter remains
under internal review.

The 24-year-old has en-
dured a modest season so far,
scoring 117 runs in nine
matches at an average of 14.63
and a strike rate of 124.47, with
ahighest score 0of29. Heis yetto
register a half-century this sea-
son.

Parag took over as RR cap-
tain from Sanju Samson, who
moved to the Chennai Super
Kings in a trade involving Ra-
vindraJadeja and Sam Curran.
He was among the franchise’s
five retained players ahead of
the November 2024 mega auc-
tion, alongside Yashasvi Jais-
wal, Dhruv Jurel and Shimron
Hetmyer.

Captaln Shubman Gill blazed, Jos
Buttler blitzed, but all-rounder’s
night was something else entirely

SYNOPSIS: GT grind
down RCB as Holder's
many hands dismantle
the visitors, while Gill
and Buttler's Powerplay
blitz set up a comfortable
chase.

Sriram Veera
Mumbai, April 30

GUJARAT TITANS did not win
this game with one moment.
They won it with accumulation
— Shubman Gill's 43 in 18 balls,
Jos Buttler's four sixes in the
Powerplay, Rahul Tewatia's
calm at the death, and through
it all, Jason Holder standing on
thefield, armsaloft, slowly turn-
ing to the crowd.

Royal Challengers Benga-
luru, dismissed for 155 — their
first all-out of the season —
never recovered from the
middle-over carnage that
Holder and Rashid Khan visited
upon them. GT knocked off the
target in 15.5 overs, winning by
four wickets.

Rabada’s revenge

Kagiso Rabada had conceded
five fours in his first over. The
ball had gone past cover point,
through mid-off, over mid-on, to
deep backward point, and be-
tween cover point and extra
cover. Virat Kohli's bat had
found every gap. Then, in the
second over, Rabada came short
and quick around middle and
leg. Kohli advanced. The pace
hurried him, the bounce hand-
cuffed him. The shape left his
body before the bat came down,
and the top edge found Rashid
atmid-wicket, runningbackand
tumbling to take the catch.
Kohli walked off for 28 off 13.

Rabada watched him go, with
fiery eyes.

One over of Kohli at his most
fluent, and oneball from Rabada
that asked a question the foot-
work couldn't answet.

The Barbadian

Barbadian Jason Holder arrived
atthisgameasabowler. Heleftit
as something else entirely. The
Rajat Patidar catch was the one
that needed explaining. The
batsman had pulled Arshad
Khantotheright of deepsquare-
leg — Holder rushed across, Ra-
bada converging too before pul-
lingoutatthelastinstant. Holder
lunged to pouch it, but did the
ball touch the ground ashe went
down?

Did he use the ball itself to
push himselfbackup, pressingit
into the turf? Holder's fingers
were under it, or they weren't.
RCB believed one thing. The
third umpire something else.

These are the millimetres
that matches turn on, and this
one turned GT's way.

It didn't stop there. The very
next over, Holder the bowler
drew Jitesh into a drive outside
off, the thick outside edge flying
into Buttler's gloves. One con-
tested catch, one clean wicket,
two RCB batsmen gone in eight
deliveries.

Then Tim David whipped
Rashid hard and flat to mid-
wicket — Holder pouched it,
sharphandstohisright, barelya
step to spare. Krunal Pandya
flicked to the same spot two
overs later, and Holder simply
waited. Inthe14th, ascrambled-
seam delivery, Shepherd pulled
straight to deep midwicket.
Holder stood there, arms aloft,
slowly turningto the crowd. Five
contributions. One man.

He had not so much fielded

'

GT’s Jason Holder celebrates the dismissal of RCB’s Jitesh Sharma. p1i
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asdismantled.

Rashid’s stranglehold

Rashid's figures read 2 for 19
from four overs. The numbers
don'tquite capture the weight of
his performance. With Devdutt
Padikkal threatening to drag
RCBtoward something respect-
ful in the 14th over, Rashid
pushed one through quicker on
middle, agood skidder. Padikkal

rocked back, got into a tangle,
and edged ontohispads,and the
ball ricocheted onto the stumps.

Romario Shepherd had hit
Rashid for two sixes in the same
over. Rashid answered with a
wicket off the next ball. That is
what he does — absorbs the
blow, then lands his own.

It was Rashid who finished
the match in the chase. He flat-
batted a length delivery over
extra-cover on the bounce, and
the game was done. Kohli
walked across and wrapped his
arms around him.

Powerplay blitz

Gill announced himselfin
the first over, lofting Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar over extra-cover and
holding the pose. Then Josh
Hazlewood arrived and Gill took
24 off the over — cuts, lofts, a
punch square that split two
fielders, Hazlewood watching
on with aresigned wry smile.

Gill’'s ended with a good
catch: Bhuvneshwar full, Gill
makingroom, drillingit straight
to Kohli at cover, who reverse-

cupped near his neck and flung
the ball into the turf mouthinga
“come on”. Forty-three off 18,
four fours, three sixes. Gill
walked off, head back, knowing.

Buttler picked up where Gill
had left off. Three sixes off
Suyash Sharma in three balls,
fielders as spectators. Bhuvnesh-
war finished him the same way
he finished Gill — full, on leg-
stump, pad in the way, leg-
stump gone. Thirty-nine off 19.
GTwere 92 for 3. Tewatia, unhur-
ried, saw them home.

When GT wobbled in the

chase, Holder walked out to bat
at111forS. He hit Shepherd over
long-on for six, rotated the strike
quietly to keep Tewatia going,
and departed for 12 with the tar-
getnearly done. Someevenings
belong entirely to one person.
This was one of them.
BRIEF SCORES: RCB 155 all out
in 19.2 ovs (Padikkal 40, Kohli
28; Arshad Khan 3/22, Rashid
Khan 2/19) lost to GT 158/6 in
15.5 ovs (Gill 43, Buttler 39;
Bhuvneshwar Kumar 3/28) by
four wickets.

‘Fair wickets will result in sponsors pulling out’

Express News Service
Mumbai, April 30

ON A night Sunrisers Hydera-
bad chased down 243 with eight
ballsto spare, their spin bowling
coach Muttiah Muralitharan
had a simple message for
bowlers struggling in IPL 2026:
acceptit, and adapt.

“It’s very difficult for a
bowler because these daysevery
team has an opening pair that
doesn’tcareaboutinorout, they
just go after the bowling,” Mu-
ralitharan said at the post-
match press conference. “When
we used to play, about 40 to 50
runs was a good score with one
wicket losing in six overs, now
the average is 70 t0 80.”

The shift, he said, was as
much about mindset as skill.
He pointed to uncapped 23-
year-old Salil Arora’s no-look
six off Jasprit Bumrah as the
clearest example. “Even agood
bowler goes for asix, even Bum-

rah goes for one or two balls.
When a new boy Salil hits a six,
it’s unbelievable — you don’t
think someone with the calibre
of Bumrah comes and a young
boywill hit a sixbecause he will
think about how am I going to
survive Bumrah. But now-
adays, no — how am 1 going to
hit a six, that’s their approach.
Confidence levels are gone up
because people have showed
this is the way to play the mod-
ern game and youngsters are
following that.”

He was equally candid
about spin bowling’s structural
problem — that young spinners
were no longer being taught to
turn the ball. “They only try to
bowl quicker, and not try to
spin it. Because they are not
getting that ability from a
younger age, you can’t come to
Under-19s and try to spin the
ball because their muscle
memory is already there. When
you are age of 10, 11, 12, try to

If we give fair

wickets, the
spectators will say
it’s becomeboring...
Itis abigbusiness at
the moment,
sponsors and
everything, so you
willlose the
sponsors and
interest of the people
if you change it.”
MUTTIAH MURALITHARAN

spin — we need to spin to beat
the bat. But if you can’t spin,
you see in training how batters
face throwdowns and hit sixes.
It looks like a throwdown
bowler bowling at you.”

Asked how he or Shane
Warne would have fared on to-
day’s pitches, Muralitharan
was blunt. We would have
turned the ball, but we would
have not made a big dent. We
could have got one or two
wickets, maybe they would
have scored 40 runs easily. I
have played about 170 T20
games, but at that time the
power hittingwasn’t as greatas
now. Nowadays, 50 runs is a
great deal for a spinner, 40 runs
meansyou’ve bowled well. The
game has changed, we can’t
compare the eras.”

Onwhether the IPL could or
should strike a better balance
between bat and ball, Murali-
tharan was realistic. The tour-
nament, he said, was built for

entertainment — and enter-
tainment meant boundaries.

“Idon’t think pushing the
boundary ropes, when the ball
is flying over the ropes every-
where, will change things. If we
give fair wickets, the spectators
will say it’s become boring be-
cause the T20 followers want
entertainment, so they want to
see the fours and sixes. That’s
why the tournament is built
like that. It is a big business at
the moment, sponsors and
everything, so you will lose the
sponsors and interest of the
people if you change it.”

The arms race, he said,
would simply continue. “Sun-
risers started this and now
everyone is adapting. Bowlers
will go back from this tourna-
ment and figure out how to
contain. They will come up
with something, and the
batsmen will find something
else — this is the way the mod-
ern cricketers are going.”

McLaren’s Lando Norris waves to fans in Miami. REUTERS

McLaren take F1to the fans
with Miami street show

MCLAREN SHOWED off their Formula One heritage with a
deafening display of title-winning cars driven by
champions past and present on the streets of Miami on
Wednesday. Reigning champion Lando Norris and team-
mate Oscar Piastrijoined double champions Mika
Hakkinen and Emerson Fittipaldi in thrilling the fans
ahead of what would have been a1,000th grand prix
celebration but for conflict in the Middle East.The cancella-
tion of Aprilracesin Bahrain and Saudi Arabia as a result of
the Iran war means the milestone will now be marked offi-
ciallyin Monaco in June. REUTERS

Indian men
fight back to pip

Slovakia

INDIAN MEN staged a
spirited comebackto edge
past Slovakia3-2ina Group
7tie atthe ITTF World Team
Table Tennis
Championships. Slovakia
drew first blood as Lubomir
Pistej, ranked 149, used his
experience tobeat Manush
Shah, ranked No.51,ina
five-game opener 11-8 5-11 8-
1111-511-6, handing his side
an earlylead. India
responded through their
highest-ranked paddler at
42, Manav Thakkar, who
beat Jakub Zelinka. PTI

Zaragoza
goalkeeper

suspened

ZARAGOZA'S ARGENTINE
goalkeeper Esteban
Andradawasgivena12-
match suspension for
punchingan opponentina
second-division soccer
game in Spain this
weekend. Andradawas also
suspended for one more
match forared card he was
shown before the punch.
The game was inits final
minutes when Andrada
shoved Huesca defender
Jorge Pulido tothe ground
when he approached the
Argentine goalkeeper. AP

Mainoo signs
five-year
contract

MANCHESTER UNITED
midfielder Kobbie Mainoo
signed a five-year contract
on Thursday to June 2031.
The England
international’s future was
indoubt afew months ago
when he was struggling to
hold down afirst team place
under former coach Ruben
Amorim. But Mainoo has
been a pivotal figure in
United’sresurgenceinthe
second half of the season
and was recalled by
England ahead of the World
Cup. AP

Haryana win
women’s
Under-17 title

HARYANA STAMPED their
authority at the U17
National Wrestling Cham-
pionships, toppingboth
women's Wrestling and
Freestyle events, while Ser-
vices Sports Control Board
topped in Greco-Roman
formatin the three-day
meet that concluded on
Thursday. Haryana secured
the Women's Wrestling title
with 215 points and added
the Freestyle crown with
205 points. The SSCB, domi-
nated Greco-Roman, with
136 points. PTI

Yonn unsure
about returning

postcrash

LINDSEY VONN is still re-
covering physicallyand
emotionally from her
frightening crash at the
Winter Olympics. For now,
the tough decisions about
the future can wait. She has
undergone eight surgeries
after suffering a complex
leftlegfractureinthe
women’s downhill skiing
raceonFeb. 8. “Ijustdon’t
want tojump to any
conclusions or even specu-
late on whatI might do,”
Vonnsaid. “I may retire. I
may never race again.” AP

SATI’s financial
support to
cueists

THE SPORTS Authority of
India (SAI) has sanctioned
financial assistance for In-
dia's participationinthe
just-concluded IBSF World
Men's Billiards Champion-
shipinIreland, backingthe
2026 edition World Cham-
pion Sourav Kothari,
multiple-time world cham-
pion PankajAdvaniand
coach Ashok Shandilya. SAI
approved atotal expendi-
ture of approximately Rs
6.46 lakh to the Billiards
and Snooker Federation of
India (BSFI).PTI

e KLASS ACT

Klaasen finds his tempo before teelng off tobecome dependable enforcer

Venkata Krishna B
Chennai, April 30

WHEN HEINRICH Klaasen is
sitting in the Sunrisers Hydera-
bad dugout there’s a phase
when he exudes a particularly
relaxed air. That's when
openers Abhishek Sharma and
Travis Head are batting to-
gether, when most viewers are
at the edge of their seats.

Butit’s the period when the
South African picks up clueson
how to go about when his turn
comes. “If they keep pumping,
you can go from ball one,” he
says.

However, when Klaasen is
in the middle, he tends to drift
away fromitand rely on ablue-
print he has prepared while
working with former South Af-
rica all-rounder Albie Morkel.

That blueprint is all about
giving himself 10 deliveries or
so, not to get the hang of condi-
tions, but to find his tempo —

the keyingredient in his batting
— then the bat-swing and the
hip position.

“Those two (Head and Ab-
hishek) go at 16 an over and
then you are walking at 3 and
struggling. I'm 6 off 4 and feel
pressure. Then1go to that blue
print,” Klaasen explains in the
Sias du Plessis show.

Inthose10 deliveries, he en-
sures a couple of boxes are
ticked. “Itis all about getting off
strike and taking the pressure
off. Dot balls in this format just
kills you. It puts you under a lot
of pressure,” he says.

There is another important
factor he keeps an eye on.
“When you are atit, ensure you
are two hits away from a 200
strike rate. Or if you are under
pressure, it is just one hit away
from being at 140-150. That’s a
small game plan, but it keeps
me calm.”

There’s a game in Kolkata a
couple of years ago that Klaasen

Heinrich Klaasen is second on the run-scorers’ list with 414. p1i

recalls. It was a rare evening
when every element helists out
went missing when he walked
in with Hyderabad needing

around 90 off six overs “In the
first five balls, I felt like I didn't
know how tobat.Ichanged my
grip twice. I changed my stance

epaper.indianexpress.anm.- .

InaSunrisers
battingline-up that’s
not shorton
firepower, itisthe 34-
year-oldwhoisthe
backbone.

three-four times,” he says.

But he doesn’t panic be-
cause “My technique changes
every day, just to get that
rhythm and feel. Sometimes,
you stand the way you train and
it just doesn't feel nice. You
change it again. So it's 100 per-
cent a feel thing.”

It is these small elements
that make Klaasen one of the
most destructivebatsmen.Ina
Sunrisers battingline-up that's
not short on firepower, it is the
34-year-old who is the back-
bone. An early collapse, losing
way in the middle, orin need of
a strong finish — whatever the

situation, it's Klaasen who they
dial for help.

Keeping it simple

On Wednesday at the Wank-
hede when they lost three
wickets in the space of six de-
liveries, Mumbai Indians
sniffed a comeback. But
Klaasen, with an unbeaten 65
off 30 ensured the chase of 244
was done and dusted with eight
deliveries to spare.

In the middle, Klaasen’s ap-
proach is simplified. It is a pro-
cessthat he hasworked aloton
with Morkel.

It starts with finding the
position at the crease, from
where he can get the bat swing
right every time. All of this
means, unlike most other
power-hitters, Klaasen doesn’t
godeepinthe crease or crouch
low to get the elevation.

“It is about bat swing,” he
tells Kumar Sangakkara in Sky
Cricket Masterclass.

“It is just about low full
tosses, basically from shin
height to all the way up. Hit a
couple of them, when it feels
good, go to the extreme — how
hard you can hit it. For me, it's
about working on the crease
line, almost trying to hit a slog-
sweep every time. That will give
you elevation. youdon'thave to
go deep for it every time. It’s
your back knee just staying
there and then you finding
your swing path to create your
angle.”

Having chosen to play from
the crease, Klaasen doesn’t rely
much on bat-speed or foot-
work. Like most power-hitters,
he seldom charges down, but
even here he prefers to work
around his strengths. It is
where Morkel puts a lot of em-
phasis on.

“We work on trying to stay
asneutral as possible. And then
for me, your leftlegneeds to get
out of your way. If it’s nice and

full, it gets your hands the free-
dom to go. And it is short, you
canstillanchoritand hit.Ibase
the majority of my weight on
my back leg. That's my anchor
position and that’s where all the
power comes from. And then
just keep my hip connected.”

Having retired from inter-
national cricket, Klasen is a
globetrotting T20 batsman
these days.

While the call to leave the
Proteas set-up wasn’t easy, par-
ticularly when he was at his
peak, the IPL gives him a high.
There is more responsibility.
More expectations.

“When youwalkin and they
start chanting your name, I get
goosebumps. And when you
start pulling it off, the crowd
goes crazy. It is a good feeling
that you keep on chasinginthe
IPL.It comeswith alot of press-
ure. It's not possible in all the
games. But it's what you play
for.”
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Arsenal, Atletico
playT-Tdrawina
cagey firstleg

Reuters
Madrid, April 30

ATLETICO MADRID and Ar-
senal traded penalties on Wed-
nesday as Julian Alvarez's sec-
ond-half spot kick cancelled out
Viktor Gyokeres's first-half goal
to earn the two sides a 1-1 draw
in a Champions League semi-
final first leg that simmered
more than it sizzled.

After Tuesday's nine-goal
thriller between Paris St Ger-
main and Bayern Munichinthe
first semi-final in France, the
Metropolitano was treated to a
far more tactical affair, although
the home crowd did their best to
provide some early theatre by
greeting the teams with an ava-
lanche of toilet paper thrown
from the stands on to the pitch.

Atletico enjoyed more pos-
session early on but handed Ar-
senal the lead in the 44th min-
ute when Gyokeres was brought
down by David Hancko inside
the box.

The Sweden striker struck
the penalty firmly past Jan
Oblak to send Arsenal in ahead
at halftime.

Atletico equalised in the
56th minute after the VAR
spotted a Ben White handball
inside the box from Marcos Llo-
rente'sshot. Alvarez fired there-
sulting penalty into the top left
corner beyond David Raya.

Antoine Griezmann rattled
the crossbar a little later while
Arsenal were awarded a late
penalty that was overturned by
the referee after a VAR review.

"We gaveitago. Wewent be-
hind early on from a penalty
thatIthought was abit dubious.
We had chances to win it but it
will all be decided in the second
leg. They defend very well and
have some very quick playersup
front," Atletico captain Koke
told Movistar Plus.

"We failed to finish off the
game with the chances we had.
We hope the match in London
isn’t our last in the Champions
Leaguethisseason,” the skipper
added further.

Presenting
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Indiafaces singles triple threat

in semis against Chinese Taipei

Taiwan’s Chun-Yi would pose the
sternest challenge; Lakshya has
enjoyed recent success against Chen

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, April 30

THE SPECTRE of Lin Chun-Yi
hangs on the India vs Chinese
Taipei Thomas Cup 2026 quar-
terfinals tie on Friday. Known
to Indians as the man who de-
feated Ayush Shetty in the fi-
nals of the Badminton Asia
Championships, and to many
in Delhi as the winner of the
India Open Super 750, Chun-Yi.
is an All England champion,
and the next in line of Taiwa-
nese titans in the making,.

AsIndia were drawn to play
Taiwan, the immediate con-
cern was the second Men's
Singles, which will once more
pit Ayush against Chun-Yi.

Fast court conditions

Given the fast court condi-
tionsand hisresultsthis year, he
threatens a blowout for Ayush
Shetty. But Chun-Yidid not play
in the Sweden and Korea tie
(which Taiwan lost 2-3), before
turning up against Denmark
where he went down to Magnus
Johannesen17-21,21-16,21-19in
the 3-2 win, putting a question
mark on his fitness.

One thing that thisimmedi-
ately doesis allow Lakshya Sen
to put his head down, move
under the radar, with the press-
ure pivot on Ayush. Logically,
Taiwan would stick with their
highest ranked World No 6
Chou Tien Chen against Sen.
They are 4-4 in head to head,
but Sen hasn't lost to the 36-
year-old since 2024, and beat
him at Olympics. Tien Chen
also went down to Anders
Antonsen in the group game.

A slightly bold move would
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Kia Syros rated 5-star safe by BNCAP".

BHARAT MNCAP

Movement that inspires

AsIndiaweredrawn
toplay Taiwan, the
immediate concern

was the second Men's
Singles, which will
once more pit Ayush

against Chun-Yi.

be to push Chun-Yi to first
singles, given he leads Sen 5-0.
However, the enigmatic
shuttler's injury status is a
shadow hanging over Taiwan.

Chun-Yi's massive turn-
around from a fast paced Super
300 serial winner to registering
the big wins, came, as pointed
out by the 'Get Better at Bad-
minton' youtube channel
thanks to changes in his split-
step footwork pre-loading that
sharpened his defense.

The vyoung Taiwanese
men's singles crowd loves their
attackingstyle, but were found
wanting in defense - a gap that
Chun-Yi plugged. But his form
has been sketchy here, and
Ayush Shetty might spot an
opening. Taiwan is a throwback
to a happier point in Indian
badminton history. India had
lost in both MS1 and MD1 four
years ago to Taiwan, on the way
to the Thomas Cup title they
won. Assuch, that group tie was
a catalyst to the triumph back
in2022.

However, they beat hosts
Denmark thanks to their
singles depth and sturdy
doubles. Coach Vimal Kumar
predicted a better showing
from Lakshya Sen, after hisloss
to China. "Lakshya was very
close against Li Shi Feng—he

Ayush Shetty (L) has a score to settle against reigning Asian champion Lin Chun-yi. BADMINTON PHOTO

had his chances in the first
game, and with a bit more con-
trol at key moments, it could
have gone his way. As we head
into the knockouts, Lakshya
has the ability to give us a
strong start, and this team cer-
tainly has the potential to go
deep in the competition," he
said after the China tie.

Taiwan's first doubles Chiu
Hsian Chieh and Wang Chi-Lin
were good enough against Den-
mark, while the second doubles
of Liu Kuang Hengand Yang Po
Hsuan, had picked a point too
inthe 3-2win.

The problem for Indiais Tai-
wan has Lee Chia Hao, astrong
singles player, waiting on the
bench having played two ties

earlier, to shuffle their mat-
chups. The shuttler who has
been playing MS3 and quietly
delivering wins is Chi Yu-Jen.

Kiran George is 2-0 against
the World No 21 while Prannoy
too hasbeaten the third singles
player. Srikanth is 2-2 against
Lee Chia Hao, having won the
last two times. Kiran George is
3-3too, but haslost the last two
times. However, given Pran-
noy's experience, and the
manner of him playing China
MS3Lu GuangZu, histempera-
ment can comein handy. India
have a headache in picking
their third singles though -
given how the matchups could
turn out.

Taiwan's strength has been

s

doubles, technically astute,
speedy and loving the big occa-
sions. But Satwik-Chirag have
ascore to settle from 2022, and
finishing problems to deal with
from two days ago, and will
need to pull one point for India
to advance.

Hari-Arjun will need to back
themselves and see this as an
opportunity to deliver a sur-
prise, to cement their position
as India's No 2 pair.

Chou Tien Chen and Lin
Chun-Yi are Top 8 stars, but this
quarterfinal isn't your usual
Triple-singles Play. India's abil-
ity to bounce back from a set
down in every match, even
from 0-2 margins, will be tested
by Taiwan.

India’s Asian Games

bid gets backing from
continental body

Mihir Vasavda
Mumbai, April 30

THE OLYMPIC Council of Asia
(OCA) welcomed India’s bid to
host the 2038 Asian Games in
Ahmedabad, while confirming
that an evaluation committee
will soon visit the city to assess
itsreadiness.

In a statement issued after
its Executive Board meeting in
Sanya, China, on Wednesday,
the OCA said it had “welcomed
the official bid submitted by the
Indian Olympic Association to
host the 2038 Asian Games in
the city of Ahmedabad,” mark-
ing a significant step in India’s
push to stage another major
multi-sport event.

The OCA added that its
Executive Board also “ad-
dressed a number of strategic
matters concerning the future
of the sports movement in
Asia,” even as India’s proposal
emerged as a key highlight of
the discussions.

It is likely that the 2038 edi-
tion will be moved to 2039 as
the OCAissettoshiftthe Asian
Gamesto odd-numbered years
toalign with the Olympiccycle.
The Asiad will be held a year be-
fore the Olympics, with the
2030 edition likely to be de-
ferred to 2031and 2034 to 2035.
For many sports, the Asian
Games will also double up as
Olympic qualification events.

OCA President Sheikh
Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani and
members of the Executive
Board noted that they “com-
mended India’s ambitious vi-
sion to host the continent’s pre-
mier sporting event,” while also
expressing “their appreciation
for Ahmedabad’s bid to stage
this Asian sporting celebration
that brings together the conti-
nent’s finest athletes.”

The committee is expected
to visit Ahmedabad in the
coming months for a compre-
hensive on-ground review. Ac-
cordingtothe OCA, the delega-

| tion will assess “the city’s sports

Swimming stadium at Veer
Savarkar Sports Complex,
Ahmedabad. riLE

venues and facilities, oper-
ational and logistical plans, in-
frastructure readiness, and al-
located budget” Dbefore
preparing a detailed technical
report.

That report will be sub-
mitted to the Executive Board
and discussed at its next meet-
ing, scheduled in Nagoya,
Japan, in September, on the
sidelines of the Asian Games.

India’s expression of inter-
est in hosting the 2038 Asian
Games comes amid an aggres-
sive push to position itself as a
global sporting hub. After bid-
ding for the 2036 Olympics and
securing the 2030 Common-
wealth Games, the country has
now turned its focus to the
continental showpiece.

The Indian Olympic Associ-
ation (IOA) had earlier written
tothe OCA formally expressing
itsinterest. IOA chiefexecutive
Raghuram Iyer confirmed the
development, stating that the
body is “intouch with the OCA”
and keen on bringing the
Games to India.

The 2038 edition is cur-
rently the next available slot on
the Asian Games calendar, with
upcoming editions scheduled
in Japan (2026), Qatar (2030)
and Saudi Arabia (2034). Apart
from India, South Korea and
Mongolia have also shown in-
terest in hosting the event.

As part of the formal pro-
cess, the continental body has
decided to move to the next
stage of evaluation.
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